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Gordon Barnes is named
Aurora Citizen of the Year

On Wednesday night, Gordon
Barnes and his wife Marie entered
Aurora's Council Chambers to applaud
their friend and colleague John
Clement who was on hand to collect a
Civic Award.

They soon settled in comfortably to
enjoy the presentations.

"Over the years, our soon to be
announced Citizen of the Year has
worked hard to preserve the Town of
Aurora's natural environment and advo-
cate for better environmental steward-
ship which is evident in the many initia-
tives and projects the soon to be
announced 2010 winner has been
involved in," said Mayor Phyllis Morris,
introducing the 2010 Citizen of the Year.

"Someone who can see what's
needed and gets on with tackling what-
ever needs doing in whatever cause he
(the first clue) chooses to get involved
with," she continued.

"He advocates on a wide range of
issues like water supply and quality,
green roof design and construction,
permeable parking lots."

Mr. Barnes' ears pricked up.
"When he's not in Council cham-

bers, you may see him wandering the
splendid Aurora Arboretum, with his
GPS unit in hand, logging the precise
location of each significant tree in that
100-acre space. (There's your second
clue.)"

Mr. Barnes didn't need a second
clue.

"When Mayor Morris said, 'green
roof' and 'permeable parking lots', that
was the trigger since I seemed to be

the only guy around who has been
pushing that for a few years," said Mr.
Barnes, Aurora’s newest Citizen of the
Year.

"The buggers kept it from me, all of
those who knew!" he said in astonish-
ment. "Big surprise!"

While some might rest on their 
laurels, Mr. Barnes is not one to do that
and he said this award is an 

Please see page 13

Aurora’s newest Citzen of the Year Gordon Barnes, gets congrat-
ulations from his wife Marie, during ceremony at the Aurora Town
Hall Wednesday night.                       Auroran photo by David Falconer

In spite of starting out as one of the crappiest days in the 15-year history of the Aurora Street
Festival, the skies cleared and the usual 40,000 people showed up to take part in the world’s
longest festival on the world’s longest street. Yonge Street was closed to vehicular traffic
from Wellington Street in the north to Murray Drive in the south, and for six hours Sunday, the
road belonged to the pedestrians as the above photo shows. There are more pictures on 
Page 15.                                                                                            Auroran photo by Rob Scheutze

Pedestrian gates may
stop train whistling

The light at the end of the tunnel
could get a little brighter this week
if councillors endorse the next step
in moving towards eliminating the
whistles of trains rolling through
Aurora. 

The move, which was endorsed
by councillors at last Tuesday's
general committee meeting, would
entail the installation of pedestrian
gates at rail crossings in Aurora,
including crossings on Wellington
Street East, St. John's Sideroad,
Engelhard Drive, and Centre
Street. 

"Staff have been actively work-
ing to eliminate train whistles along
the Newmarket subdivision at the
four level crossings and at a pro-
posed level railway pedestrian
crossing at Cousins Drive," said

Ilmar Simanovskis, Director of
Infrastructure and Environmental
Services, in a report.

The process to implement anti-
whistling measures has taken "a
considerable effort and has been
further complicated" by the numer-
ous authorities who have a stake in
this process, including Transport
Canada, Metrolinx (GO Transit),
the Town, the Region of York, and
CN Rail, said Mr. Simanovskis.

In his report, he noted that CN
Rail has expressed "disapproval"
over anti-whistling measures, while
the Region of York "requires
pedestrian gates at regional cross-
ings which is over and above other
authority requirements."

"The installation of the pedestri-
Please see page 11

Northern residents
dominate meeting

Once again, Newmarket res-
idents dominated the room
Monday night on the final ses-
sion of the three-day public
consultation looking into the
development of lands in north-
east Aurora.

Outnumbering Aurorans by
about three to one, more than
25 from Newmarket came out to
express their concerns over
proposed developments near
their property lines.

As The Auroran reported last
week, planners, through con-
sultation with various stake-
holders - including developers,
school boards, the Town, and
the public at large - developed
four distinct plans for the public
to digest and analyze.

All four plans contained a
pocket of land designated
medium density, which would
back onto properties on the
other side of the Aurora-
Newmarket border. 

"The plan seems very con-

trary to the official plan policies
for medium density housing,
which suggests it should be
[on] arterial or collector roads,"
said planner Sarah Baldwin
w h o  
was retained by a group of
Newmarket residents. "Medium
density housing should be used
as a buffer between high densi-
ty and low density housing and
it is not at all.

"It is not on a collector, it is
not near a collector, the other
area to use medium density
housing is in transit supportive
development. As the crow flies,
it is about 350 metres away
from a road YRT would be oper-
ating a bus route on."

Mayor Phyllis Morris was on
hand to hear residents’ con-
cerns.

"We are trying to address
some of the issues that have
been raised by the residents
not only just in Aurora but the

Please see page 3
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from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 181 Centre
Crescent.

SUNDAY, JUNE 13
Join GRANAurora on national walk for

African grandmothers raising AIDS-orphaned
children. Free. registration at 9.30 a.m., 
walk begins at 10 a.m. 1 - 5 km, 
Holland Valley Trail.  For more information 
o r  p l e d g e  f o r m s  c a l l  
905-830-4975.

TUESDAY, JUNE 15
Movie at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is

“When in Rome” starring Kristen Bell and
Josh Duhamel. Admission is $1.50 for mem-
bers and $2 for non-members, which includes
the movie, refreshments and treats. Show
time is 6.30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16
Beginning at 6 p.m., members of the

Aurora Historical Society are invited to Hillary
House National Historic Site for an evening
with good food, entertainment and a chance
to win lucky draw prizes. Not a member? Stop
by to enjoy the evening and learn more about
the organization. It’s sure to be a fun evening
in the company of good friends on the Hillary
House, Yonge Street, north of Wellington,
grounds. Admission is $5 per person or $2 for
children under 10. You must RSVP by calling
the Aurora Historical Society at 905-727-8991
or e-mailing ahs@aurorahs.com.

THURSDAY, JUNE 17
Hospice King-Aurora and Doane House

Hospice holds their annual fundraising golf
tournament at nearby Station Creek Golf Club
at 8.30 a.m. To reserve your spot and for more
information contact Lynn McLarnon at 905-
773-0155 or Stephen Forsey at 905-726-
9343.

TUESDAY, JUNE 22
Movie at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is

“Remember Me” starring Robert Pattinson
and Emilie de Ravin.  Admission is $1.50 for
members and $2 for non-members, which
includes the movie, refreshments and treats.
Show time is 6.30 p.m. 

JUNE 25 AND 26
Slippermen appears at Theatre Aurora

both nights at 7.30 p.m. There is also a 1.30
p.m. matinee at the theatre on Saturday, June
26. For tickets, call Theatre Aurora at 905-
727-3669.

TUESDAY, JUNE 29
Movie at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is

“Book of Eli” starring Denzel Washington.
Admission is $1.50 for members and $2 for
non-members, which includes the movie,
refreshments and treats. Show time is 6.30
p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 1
Canada Day Parade on Yonge Street in

Aurora begins at 10 a.m.
* * * *

Immediately following the parade, the
Aurora Cultural Centre (Church Street
School) will present a program of aboriginal
culture from York Region.  Program begins at
12.30 p.m. with a traditional smudging, O
Canada sung in Ojibwe, storytelling, drum-
ming and dancing by youth and adults from
the Chippewas of Georgina Island First
Nation. Homemade waffles with local straw-
berries and maple syrup from Gabriel’s Café
will be available on site at a cost of $5. This
event is free to the public. For further informa-
tion, call 905-713-1818.

SATURDAY, JULY 3
Merlin’s Hollow, the English flower garden,

is open, free of charge, to the public today
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 181 Centre
Crescent.

SUNDAY, JULY 4
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society

invites you to attend its annual Aurora Garden
Tour. Spend an afternoon on a self-guided
tour of seven gardens where the owners and
creators of these lovely landscape designs
will be present to chat with you. The tour is
from noon to 5 p.m., rain or shine! Tickets are
$10 and are available in Aurora at Art of the
Matter, 2 Orchard Heights Boulevard; Caruso
& Co., 15210 Yonge Street; Flowers by Terry, 
14799 Yonge Street; and R&R Used Books, 
95 Edward Street; or at the booth at 
the Aurora Farmers’ Market June 19th, 26th,
and July 3rd. For more information call 
905-727-5926 or visit gardenon-
tario.org/site.php/aurora/news/details/5469.

JULY 12-16
Aurora United Church presents "A Veggie

Tales Celebration!" camp. from 9 a.m. to noon
for children 5-12 years of age. Cost is $25 per
child. For more information call the church
office at 905-727-1935.
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

The Aurora Probus Club meets every sec-
ond Wednesday of the month (except July
and August) at the Aurora Legion.
Memberships consist of retired and semi-
retired PROfessional and BUSiness people,
hence the name Probus. It is a fun fellowship
with well-chosen speakers. New members are
welcome. For more information call Marilyn
Munslow, 905-727-9344 or Bob Saunders,
905-841-3558. 

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, corner of
Victoria and Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets
every Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the Aurora United
Church on Yonge Street.  For more informa-
tion go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society

meets on the fourth Wednesday of every
month at 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North in
Aurora. Visitors are welcome for only $2. For
more information call Ray at 905-727-6168. 

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-win-

ning a cappella Sweet Adelines chorus, a
group of women who gather Tuesday
evenings at the Old Firehall, Newmarket, to
sing, share in the harmony of friendship and
learn the barbershop art form. York Highlands
is always looking for new women who share
the love of a cappella music. Call Karen at
905-726-2113 or Vikki at informa-
tion@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-

Newmarket’s award winning chorus, is look-
ing for male singers. The group meets every
Wednesday from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old
Firehall, 140 Main Street South, in
Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the

first Wednesday of each month at the Aurora
Legion. New members are welcome. Call 905-
727-5012 for more information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions Club meets the second

and fourth Thursdays at the Aurora Lions
Hall, corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets,
Co-ed club welcomes new members. For fur-
ther information, call 905-727-6079.

* * * *
Every Thursday, Martha's Table serves

home-made soup, sandwiches, and dessert
in St. Andrew's Hall at the Presbyterian
Church, corner of Mosley and Victoria Street.
Cost is minimal, and the volunteer-run pro-
gram enabled the church to give more than
$5,000 to local charities in 2008 alone. You
can enjoy lunch, conversation, and a sense of
community between 11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m.
weekly. 

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is

looking for new members. You do not have to
be a police officer nor are you required to
read music to volunteer. The group rehearses
Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30
p.m. For further information, contact the cho-
rus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the coordi-
nator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-
830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday

night at Cardinal Carter School from 6.30
p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program for 12
years and older boys and girls. 

* * * *

Aurora Opera Children’s Chorus welcomes
treble voices. It is a choir dedicated to nurtur-
ing and providing opportunities for children to
express their musical abilities. The chorus is
open to boys and girls ages 5-17. Contact the
general director at keepsinging@rogers.com.

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors

(CHATS) is looking for volunteers to assist
with the activities in its Adult Day Program.
The positions call for a commitment of a few
hours a week at its Aurora location. Various
times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-
3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the

Pioneer Club for boys and girls, age three to
Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys
and girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the
Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial
Parkway South. For more information call
905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every

Wednesday at the Community Bible Church
on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information e-
mail Judy Hoffmann jhoff-
mann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Tuesday

evenings at 8.15 p.m. at the Aurora Heights
Public School and on Friday mornings at St.
Andrews' Presbyterian Church beginning at
10.30 a.m. No partners are needed and
beginners are welcome. 

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday

at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New
members are welcome. For further informa-
tion call 905-713-9356.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge

148 meets the first and third Tuesday of each
month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south
of Wellington. For more information call 905-
830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first

Thursday of each month at the Rising Sun
Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30
p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third

Saturday each month at 57 Mosley Street at
10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at
noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for
more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every

Tuesday night at Trinity Anglican Church,
Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Progressive Euchre every Thursday night

at the Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-
727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women

holds monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion
with a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley
at 905-727-2151.

JUNE 4 - 13 
An Artcures Art Exhibition Show and Sale

happens at the Aurora Cultural Centre
(Church Street School), which is a celebra-
tion of "Art as an Instrument of Wellness",
Admission is free. For further information go
to: www.artcures.ca.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12
Merlin’s Hollow, the English flower garden,

is open, free of charge, to the public today

Park Place Manor
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

15055 Yonge St., Aurora

905-727-2952

BartoN
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

17290 Leslie St., Newmarket

905-967-1331

Aurora Resthaven 
long term care RESIDENCE

32 Mill St., Aurora
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www.chartwellreit.ca

Are YOU a Senior Star?
Here’s your chance to shine with your
musical talent. Be a star or be a fan!

THURSDAY, JUNE 17TH • 2PM
Call any of our residences below for more 

details or to pick up an entry form.
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gourmet
to go

Schnitzels 
our specialty

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora 

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

TOO TIRED TO COOK?

Let us 
prepare 
your meal. 
You just 
pick it up, 
take it 
home and 

ENJOY!

RELAX... 

10% DISCOUNT 
ON TAKE-OUT!
Sorry - no delivery available

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
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REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Special

14799 Yonge St., Aurora 905-727-2754 
(Please call for an appointment) 

We now carry the 

Colour 
Hilites 

Cut & Blow Dry 

We are celebrating 40 years 
in business in Aurora

and hope for 10 more great years! 

 FOR JUNE WITH SAM 

Brazilian Hair Straightener 
CURLINTERRUPTED 

$110 to $120 
 Tax included 

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

MEGAN HONSBERGER, B.A. 

HONSBERGER 
TRAFFIC TICKET AGENCY

Licensed Paralegal 
With the Law Society of Upper Canada

Former Prosecutor

905-841-8116
Defending & Prosecuting since 1982

residents who back onto
that open space right
now," she said. "What
we're hearing is the con-
cern is over the densities
aren't reflective of the
densities to the north in
Newmarket, the proposed
densities. That is number
one.

"People want the new
development to be pushed
farther away from them or
have bigger buffers. The
second thing they are
looking for is comparable
size lots. Some of them
are 60 - 80 feet wide and
they would like to have
that reflected."

Following the brief
overview of the proposed
plans by Ron Palmer of
The Planning Partnership,
participants were invited
to take a closer look at the
plans and include com-
ments on Post-It notes
directly on the maps. 

Almost all of the com-
ments received as the
evening drew to a close
were directed at that
pocket of land at the bor-
der.

"Tonight, staff and con-
sultants have taken all the
notes together, they will
be reviewing them, and
then they will be submit-
ting it back to the Steering

The entire Aurora Council got involved in a presentation of an award to
Auroran editor Ron Wallace and the late Dick Illingworth, for their efforts in
Heritage Education. They were chosen to win the award based on a recom-
mendation from the Aurora Heritage Advisory Committee, and received it
Wednesday night as part of the Community Recognition Awards. Receiving
the honour for the late Mr. Illingworth was his wife Dorothy Clark McClure.    

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Committee for us to dis-
cuss and that will be the
next step," said Mayor
Morris. "These issues are
being taken very seriously
because we have to
ensure the plan we pres-
ent has addressed as
many issues as possible."

During the table dis-
cussions, Mayor Morris
questioned why this con-
troversial pocket of land
was included on all of the
four options.

"If I were a resident I

would be asking that
question so I'm here ask-
ing that question on their
behalf," she said. "It
doesn't seem to have
been taken out of any
plans. Remember, it is
only a concept and until
the Steering Committee
makes a recommendation
to council and council
endorses it, all of this is
just a concept stage."

The Steering
Committee meets this
week. 

Council may change
designation of house

Council laid the groundwork
for removing the house at 144
Wellington Street East from the
Town's Heritage List after an
appeal by the property owner at
last Tuesday's general commit-
tee meeting. 

The move comes after
lengthy discussions between
the Town of Aurora, the Town's
Heritage Advisory Committee
(HAC) and property owner
Kathy van Nostrand to decide
the fate of the block-constructed
building.

Last month, the HAC rec-
ommended that council keep a
property at 144 Wellington
Street East on the Register of
Properties of Cultural Heritage
Value or Interest despite a dele-
gation to the committee by Ms
van Nostrand.

"I have been approached by
my neighbours to the north
requesting I consider purchas-
ing their properties as additional
sites for any potential expansion
plans in the future," said Ms van
Nostrand in a letter to Mayor
Phyllis Morris released with the
agenda for the HAC meeting.

Having "long-term develop-
ment plans", Ms van Nostrand
said she would like to undertake
a secondary study which would
include a comprehensive plan
for the future redevelopment
proposal for this site and sur-
rounding sites to the north" with
a mixed-use development.

"Any purchase of any addi-
tional sites would be a huge
endeavour on my part," she
said. "I will not consider pur-
chasing unless the opportunity
to demolish the existing building
exists. For this reason I respect-
fully request that the property
be removed from the Town's
Register of Listed Properties. 

According to a report sub-
mitted to HAC by Marco
Ramunno, Aurora's Director of
Planning, the building in ques-
tion is a "unique local variation
of the Edwardian and Queen
Anne style architecture" built
with "rusticated concrete block”.

Built by Aurora developer
Michael Schulman around
1913, "the subject property is
one of several rusticated con-
crete block houses built by
Schulman in the years just prior
to World War One. 

Ms van Nostrand appeared
once again last Tuesday to
make another pitch.

"The building has been in ill

repair from the time I purchased
it about three years ago and I
was well aware of that fact," she
said. "I always had in my mind
that it wouldn't create a problem
in developing that property
being that it is on Wellington and
in an area where there is much
development for mixed use."

Ms van Nostrand said she
immediately moved to have the
building re-designated for mixed
use and didn't anticipate a prob-
lem as "(the house) needed
such repair.

"I think that is part of the rea-
son it was revoked (of its her-
itage designation) but it still
stands on the list as a heritage
building."

At general committee, Ms.
van Nostrand reiterated that she
was asked by her neighbours to
purchase their adjacent proper-
ties.

She said she asked the
potential seller to wait until the
building was "dealt with" by the
Town of Aurora, but since the
designation was revoked but
not removed from the list she
"didn't feel comfortable enough
to purchase that property.

"He did approach me a sec-
ond time and asked me if I
wanted to purchase the proper-
ty, which I did want to purchase,
so I came to the Town the next
day to talk to (Staff) and didn't
realize I had to wait six months
before I could actually bring this
forward again. 

"Unfortunately for me, it sold
the next day. That property has
been sold and now I am assum-
ing the property directly behind
and my greatest desire is to pur-
chase both properties and
develop that property for a
mixed-use business centre for
professionals."

Ms van Nostrand plans to
construct this mixed use devel-
opment from scratch. 

Questions arose on the
process Ms van Nostrand has
been following, including why
the revocation of heritage desig-
nation and the removal from the
heritage building list does not go
hand in hand. 

"Council voted to un-desig-
nate the property and that took
place," said Councillor Evelina
MacEachern. "Kathy went to
HAC for it to be delisted which is
a separate process and the
Committee said, 'No, keep it on
the list.' This is a separate
process for heritage designa-

tion."
"What I can add is the prop-

erty was on the register of
places of interest for a number of
years," said Marco Ramunno,
Director of Planning. "A couple
of years ago it was taken to the
next level and there was notice
of intention to pass the designa-
tion bylaw. That was repealed
last fall and at the time the her-
itage committee did undertake
another evaluation of the proper-
ty and recommended it remain
on the register and that is where
it sits today."

Councillor Evelyn Buck,
however, said this should be a
one-step process. 

"When council agreed to de-
designate the property, I think
the delisting should have gone
along with that decision and if
we need to make an amend-
ment to some bylaw to allow that
process to happen so we don't
have to do this twice…I would
like to ask staff to take into con-
sideration and report to us on
what we need to do to make that
happen," she said.

Councillors recommended
that Ms van Nostrand's property
be removed from the Aurora
Register of Properties of
Cultural Heritage Value or
Interest.

The recommendation is slat-
ed to come before Council this
week for final approval. 

From page 1

Aurora
Seniors’
Duplicate
Bridge
results

Monday, May 31 - N/S:
Murray Sinclair and Don
Newman; Rosemary
Nichols and Jean
Bongard;  Lucil le
Sequeira and Dave
Legallais. E/W: Ev Dickie
and Audrey Rober tson,
Carolynn Liddy and
Christine Woolley; Rose
White and Gloria Smith.

Newmarket residents 
dominate meeting
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Letters to the Editor

Friday night
at the Legion
like old times

It was just like old times going back to the Aurora
Legion Friday night.

By “old times”, I’m referring to the time when you could
smoke at the Legion and Fridays meant “Legion night”.

In those days you couldn’t get a seat in the Legion on
a Friday night, unless you showed up for lunch that
day...and stayed. 

And that wasn’t unheard of, either.
So when Nigel Kean and his wife Cathy suggested

Patricia and I attend the Legion Friday to hear Randy
Skelcher, I was dubious.

I already knew Randy had appeared at a Legion hall
in Mount Albert recently.

Apparently only a total of 12 people were there - all 
of them from Newmarket - so needless to say I was 
concerned.

There weren’t many more than 12 there Friday when
we arrived, but before we left, the room was full and so
was the dance floor.

Granted, there were still chairs and tables available,
but the evening did bring back memories of Friday nights
past at the Legion.

I have always maintained that Fridays at the Legion no
longer exist because of the smoking regulations.

While I haven’t had a cigarette in nearly 40 years, I
still believe the rules are silly.

Imagine not being able to smoke in the Skydome (now
the Rogers Centre), even when the roof is open and
you’re sitting outside.

Seems to me that veterans who fought to provide us
with the freedom we now enjoy should be entitled to a
few treats, and, if they want to smoke in their own club-
house, why shouldn’t they?

Granted, the air stunk in the Legion on a Friday night,
and you had to squint to see who was there, but the two
rooms were always full.

Now I have never been a big fan of karaoke (you ought
to hear me sing...well, maybe not), but Randy, and his
friend James Patterson, seem to enjoy it.

Randy, who loves to sound like Elvis Presley and Roy
Orbison when he sings (and does, actually), hardly
missed a beat in the dozens of songs that he sung Friday.

And, since I’m a fan of both of them (I actually met
Roy Orbison once), I enjoyed the evening of music and
could even read the words of the songs on a television
screen. 

Thank you, Randy Skelcher, for rekindling an old fire... 

RANDY SKELCHER

The above advertisement appeared in 1937 and brought to light Aurora’s famous Fleury plow which, at
that time, was part of the Fleury & Bissell Companies. The famed plow was manufactured at what is
today Bacon Basketware on Wellington Street West. There are still a few plows around, including the one
on display at the entrance to Aurora’s Fleury Park, south of and adjacent to the Community Centre.
Thanks to Auroran David Heard for providing us with a copy of the advertisement.

King Township mayor expresses 
province ruling disappointment
EDITOR’S NOTE: The

following letter was sent to
the Honourable Dalton
McGuinty, Premier; the
Honourable Brad Duguid,
Minister of Energy and
Infrastructure; the
Honourable Jim Bradley,
Minister, Municipal Affairs
and Housing; the
Honourable Jim Prentice,
Minister of the
Environment and The
Honourable David C.
Onley, Lieutenant
Governor of Ontario. A
copy was forwarded to The
Auroran.

As Mayor of King
Township I am writing to you
to address a position that has
the unanimous support of our
council, and on behalf of our
residents, respecting your
decision to consider, through
Regulation/Order in Council,

process to the letter of the
law at considerable expense
to our taxpayers; yet, you
have moved to override us
right in the middle of an
Ontario Municipal Board
hearing.

We as a municipality

respectfully request you to
allow the established munic-
ipal planning process to con-
tinue through to its proper
conclusion.

Margaret Black, Mayor
Township of King

exempting the York Energy
Centre (Pristine) natural gas-
fired peaking electricity gen-
erating power facility from the
provisions of the Planning
Act.

I cannot tell you how dis-
appointed we are with your
Government’s decision to cir-
cumvent the very process set
up to publicly adjudicate such
proposals; a process that
was established to protect
the people and the environ-
ment of Ontario and to
respect the voters wishes in
the municipality.

We remind you that these
lands are located in a sensi-
tive part of the Greenbelt that
was established with great
fanfare by your Government
in addition to being located
adjacent to the Holland
Marsh, Ontario’s food basket.

We as a municipality have
followed your legislative

Writer apologizes
for letter about Klees
To the editor,

I would like to retract the
statements made in my letter
appearing in the May 25, 2010
edition of The Auroran.

The letter was written in
poor judgment.

Recently I lost a friend, and
seeing Mr. Klees’ May 18,

2010 column caused me to
focus my grief into a letter
which was irresponsible and
uncalled for.

I regret any harm or dam-
age to Mr. Klees’ reputation or
standing in the community.

James McConnell
Aurora



Remembering through street signs

Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston
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By Stephen Somerville 

After three hours I couldn't take any more of the
Aurora Street Festival.

Let me rephrase that; I couldn't take any more from
the Aurora Street Festival.

I didn't anticipate any issues when I got to Yonge
Street that morning. The weather was improving, the
vendors were enthusiastic, the crowds were excited, and
everyone was having fun.

I strolled aimlessly, but happily, checking out the vari-
ous booths, and was soon talking to one of the vendors.
I didn't buy anything, but took a flier to read later. I tucked
this in a pocket, and carried on.

There are a lot of interesting local organizations doing
good work in our area, so it wasn't long before I picked
up more literature. I also saw some companies I wasn't
familiar with, so ended up with a number of business
cards.

My pockets started getting fairly full.
My free-handedness ended when I came across the

booth that was giving away pine tree seedlings.  One of
those was definitely not going in my pocket.

Then I hit the used book stand. I resisted as best I
could, trying to convince myself that I was just looking.

But perusing turned to purchasing, and I left with a few
paperbacks.

Fortunately, they were easy to carry. In fact, the map
and recycling calendar I got a few minutes later fit
between them without too much difficulty.

But my hands and pockets were now full, and by the
time I'd accumulated the free note pad, fridge magnet,
coupon book, and a couple of keychains, my frantic and
dextrous efforts to juggle all of my newly-acquired pos-
sessions without dropping them were drawing stares.  

I think people must have thought I was one of the
wandering street performers. 

Then I saw something to get for my father-in-law for
Father's Day. But I'd run out of hands what seemed like a
couple of hands ago, and it didn't come with a bag. I
relented anyway, awkwardly carrying it off under one
arm.

Of course, the Street Festival is renowned for its food,
and I seemed surrounded by all sorts of wonderfully
enticing smells wafting down Yonge Street. I was dying to
visit one of the many food vendors and grab a snack, but
by that stage I was physically unable to grab anything.  

I settled on a drink, rationalizing that it would be okay

as long as it was in a type of container that could survive
being dropped without spilling (bottle of water; yes,
loose-lidded fountain drink; no).

It eventually got to the point where I was visiting
booths I had no real interest in just for the excuse to lay
all my stuff down for a few minutes, and get a better grip
on it.  

My apologies to the folks at the skateboard detailing
and electric shoe buffer booths for needlessly taking up
so much of their time.

By the time three o'clock rolled around, I wanted to
keep going, but just didn't have the carrying capacity to
do so. Besides, my hands were starting to cramp badly
from all that extended gripping.

So reluctantly, and with occasional glances back at
booths I had yet to visit, I headed for home.

Having learned my lesson, next year when the Street
Festival rolls around, I'll be sure to come better prepared
with some bags or knapsacks.  

Or maybe a sherpa.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

Juggling act

I was having a discussion the other day with a
friend about ground breaking television programs and
one of the shows mentioned was Rod Serling's "The
Twilight Zone".

Other than this popular television series ran in the
1960s, I did not know much about it or Rod Serling, so
I went on the internet to do some research.

Mr. Serling was a prodigious writer and television
producer who died in 1975 at the age of 50 from a
heart attack while undergoing open-heart surgery.

But what caught my eye from the Wikipedia entry
was what his hometown did to honour his achieve-
ments and memory.

They erected a street sign, which read "In honour
of Rod Serling - class of 1943, creator of "Twilight
Zone", award-winning dramatist, playwright and lec-
turer, 1924 - 1975".

This got me to thinking about a column I had writ-
ten two years ago about street signs.

It is extremely important that we preserve and pro-
tect our local institutions and our heritage. It is equal-
ly important that we both honour and remember those
who have gone before us.

And in many cases this has been done in Aurora. 
Through areas like Sheppard's Bush and the

McKenzie Marsh we have sought to protect our green
spaces.

By designating some of this town's oldest homes
as "heritage houses" we have sought to preserve our
history.

We have also tried to remember those who have
gone before us. Probably most every school in Aurora
does something to commemorate Remembrance Day
and any idea, be it display cases, or slide shows, or
plays, or bringing in Veterans to address the students,

is a tremendous way of engaging students by trying to
bring history to life.

Every modest step we take - like giving the ceno-
taph's two edifices much-needed face-lifts a couple of
summers ago and also keeping the area clean of
garbage - shows that, collectively, we care.

I add another small suggestion to honour our past.
It is one that the young children of our community, the
Aurora historical society and Town Hall may be able to
get behind.

It's about street signs. Street signs? Yes, street
signs.

We all live on streets that are named, for the most
part, for either a particular individual or for some spe-
cial event.

But I'll bet that most of us don't know the reason
why our own street was named the way it is. 

Or even if we did, what happens in 50 years when
new people move in?

I submit that it would be a good idea to affix a small
sign on top of these signs signifying whom the person
or event was.

I'm not sure about how this would square with cur-
rent municipal bylaws but it has been done elsewhere.
Look at downtown Toronto; there are small signs that
sit on top of the street signs signifying the fashion dis-
trict, little Italy and, if memory serves, the Greek cul-
ture of the Danforth. We could do the same here.

For instance, Timpson Drive is named after a friend
of mine, George Timpson, who was, until he moved
away a short time ago, a long time resident of Aurora.
The sign could say - "Aurora Councillor from 1973-76,
1986-94, 2001-03; Mayor of Aurora 1977 - 1982".

Or perhaps the following for the Chadburn
Crescent: street sign named after Aurora's Lloyd

Chadburn: "WWII Fighter Ace - 14 enemy airplanes
destroyed -DSO, DFC, CdeG avec Palme, Legion
d'Honneur".

With such a small sign in place, every time we
would walk past these streets we would be reminded
of their particular accomplishment. 

This is where the kids participation comes in. I
think this would be a great project for the little tykes
to learn something about Aurora and the folks who
contributed to making this the great place it is to live.
In fact I kindly challenge the elementary schools in
town to take this project on.

I don't think such a project would be that big of an
undertaking. Just start with a few streets every year.

The Grade 2 or 3 children could team up in pairs
and prepare a small research project on a street
name and then present their findings to their class-
mates.

Then copy the presentation and go around to the
homes on the street and solict say $1 or $2 from each
household as a contribution to the sign. 

Some business in town could sponsor the project
and make the signs at a reasonable cost. 

The Town hall types could ensure that all the signs
look nice and are based on the same template while
the Aurora Historical Society and the teachers could
ensure that the brief facts on the signs are right.

Then the individuals living on the street could have
a little ceremony - or what have you - and affix the
sign above the respective street sign.

This is a small and simple way of bringing history
to life and remembering our past.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com



6 - THE AURORAN, Week of June 8, 2010

Letters to the Editor

Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Get pre-approved today!
Lisa Tomlinson AMP
Mortgage Planner (Agent #M08009145)

905.898.4228  • 905.836.3904
lisa.tomlinson@mtgarc.ca

www.mtgarc.ca/lisatomlinson
Brokerage #10287

Understand what you can 
afford before house hunting.

Furnace & Duct Cleaning 
improve your 

home’s efficiency

June 15,

Letter writer
shows negative
energy spent
To the editor,

I have read several of
R.W. Hanes’ letters to the
editor over the years.

I always end up thinking of
an axe in need of grinding.

Disparaging publicly peo-
ple who are out there enthus-
ing, selling, promoting and
advancing a variety of inter-
ests vital to the life of our
town, is negative energy
spent, and reflects badly on
the writer.

Give us something posi-
tive and we’ll stop thinking
about hidden motives and
that old adage.

Corinna McConnell
Aurora

Peaker exemption no surprise: reader
To the editor,

RE: Recent announce-
ment by the government to
seek a Ministerial order
that will exempt the peaker
plant from the Planning
Act. 

King Council candidate
Debbie Schaefer says that
the province's recent actions
will only erode the faith we
have in our leaders.

King's Mayor Margaret

Black is saying this latest
development came from
nowhere.

MPP Julia Munro says
she is "floored" by this new
exemption to the Planning
act.

Aurora's Mayor Phyllis
Morris has botched this
issue so badly that I don't
know where to even begin.

My question is, where
have these people been for
the past four years?

This latest move by the

province to exempt the gas
fired peaking plant from the
Planning Act should come as
no surprise to anyone.

I have e-mails, letters,
presentations and other sup-
porting material that all con-
firm they were either told
directly or should have
known of the implications
posed by Bill 51, which
passed in 2006 and became
law in 2007.

As I recall, I was the only
person from York Region

presenting at the Queen's
Park hearings on this issue
when the then draft bill was
being reviewed and despite
my best efforts to get elected
officials from the Region and
our Municipalities to weigh
in, they remained silent.

Now we are witnessing
shock and dismay.

Ironically, I understand
now more than ever why the
government has had to force
this project through in what
does strike me as a heavy

handed approach.
The fact is that our elected

officials and members of
CCKT and MegaWHAT bare
as much responsibility for the
outcome this project as any-
one and while the OPA's pro-
curement process clearly
does have some issues that
are yet to be addressed, the
OPA and government are not
solely to blame for what has
transpired. 

The time to find the best
possible site and work with
the proponents towards
incorporating the best possi-
ble mitigation measures has
long since passed and York
Region has missed the boat.

Not only will King and
Oakville now pay the price for
York Region’s shortcomings,
but the rest of Ontario is
about to find out the implica-
tions of Bill 51 given the
Province’s Integrated Power
Systems plan that will be
rolled out over the next 20
years.

We had a chance to be
well informed while demon-
strating progressive leader-
ship and quite frankly we

squandered our opportunity
and now we are paying the
price.

Richard Johnson
Aurora

Man returned mom’s purse
To the editor,

There still are good and
honest people left in this
world.

My mother last week
drove away with her purse on
top of her car, not realizing it
until she had got to her
appointment.

Thinking that all had been
lost, dreading the thought of
having to make those phone
calls, she came home.

Much to her surprise
there was a business card in
the door, asking her to
"Please Call Me!".

She did phone, the gen-
tlemen's name was Frank

Azzarelli. He had in fact
found my mother’s purse, at
St. John's Sideroad and Old
Yonge Street. He had come
to the house three times.

The purse was dirty, but
all was there.

Frank would not take any
type of reward even though
my mother tried to give 

him one.
He was just happy that he

was able to get her purse
back to her.

I just want to acknowledge
his honesty, and to thank
him.

Kim Valentine
Aurora

Citizen of the Year says it’s an honour
An Open letter to

Council and Aurorans,

Forty-eight years ago
this month, I became a
temporary Canadian immi-
grant to teach pottery in
Toronto.

During the next 30

years of my working
career, as temporary be-
came permanent, I was
blessed with wonderful
friends, opportunities and
benefits of this dominion.  

Now that the retirement
clock has ticked away 17
years, I am grateful for a

payback opportunity – a
chance to put something
back in the pot, from which
I have received so much.

In Aurora we are
blessed to have so many
individuals who deal with
the short-term situations,
but see and facilitate the

big picture that will shape
our environment for gener-
ations.

It is an hounour to be
identified as one working
in that direction.

Gordon Barnes
2010 Citizen of the Year

Couple watched as lady threw garbage into creek
To the editor,

On May 27 around 6
p.m. my wife and I watched
in disbelief as a mature

grey haired lady stopped
her car on Kennedy St.
West at Murray Drive, took
a white package from the
rear of her car and pro-

ceeded to throw it into
Tannery Creek.

We have a message for
this lady.

Tannery Creek is not

your personal garbage
dump.

Tannery Creek is a
beautiful part of Aurora's
natural environment and
the areas aquatic ecosys-
tem.

It also plays an impor-
tant role in sustaining
much of the wildlife in our
community and enhancing
the natural environment.

Your actions were, to
say the least, disrespectful
to the vast majority of
Aurora's residents who
value and respect our natu-
ral environment.

It is our hope that you
will read this letter, reflect
upon your behaviour, real-
ize how inappropriate it
was and change your
ways.

The material you threw
into the creek has been
properly disposed of.

Bernard and Karen Moyle  
Aurora

His cable bill decreased by $6 a month
To the editor,

The squeaky wheel gets
the grease.

My monthly cable bill
stayed the same for a year
after our cable company was
bought by another company.

That whopping $14 per
month "savings",  was about
to come to an end.

I called our current suppli-
er, to ask if anything could be
done, so that I wouldn't have
to shop for a better alterna-
tive.

Well,  they immediately
applied a 30 per cent discount
special to my bill, for another
year.

I now pay $6 per month
less than I paid originally.

To the editor,

Last week we cele-
brated our Fifth
Anniversary of the
Aurora Song Circle at
Jonathan’s.

I would just like to say
what an amazing five
years this has been.

The folks who have
come into my life during
this time have enriched
me in incredible ways.

From teens to elders
we have all been inspired
to sing old tunes, new
ones, and even write.

Thank you all for being
a part of our lives.

We welcome everyone
from musicians to toe-
tappers.

Thank you, Mary, for
giving us a home and
John for looking after us
on Tuesdays.

Patty McLaughlin
Alcona

Five years has passed
since Song Circle began

Go figure.

Bill Hack
Aurora
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She’s served again by Integrity Commissioner
To the editor,

S o m e t h i n g  old...
something new, but not a
marriage. Anything but.

Councillor Evelina
MacEachern has acknowl-
edged filing two complaints
with the new Integrity
Commissioner. She did not
reveal her target.

I was asked if I am. I nei-
ther confirmed nor denied.

But it's not my nature to
be coy. So I won't.

Once again, Councillor
MacEachern feels my con-
duct as a councillor does not
meet her standards and
requires legal action to be
taken against me (not at her
expense) and hopefully pun-
ishment meted out.

She has decided to go it
alone, without legal advice
paid for with taxpayers'
money, except for the
Integrity Commissioner, a
lawyer of same six choosing.
He is paid $3,600 a month
from the town treasury.

We were told not to tell
you that.

In any case, I did not
agree to appoint a new

Integrity Commissioner. I did-
n't agree to appoint the first
one.

I do not agree with the
Code of Conduct. The bylaw
requires each councillor to
sign two copies of the Code.

Signatures on an agree-
ment, generally signify a sig-
natory's agreement to the
agreement.

I have not agreed to sur-
render my rights as a citizen
or a councillor.

I paid the fee and regis-
tered as a candidate in the
last election.

I garnered enough votes
to take a seat along with
eight other members of
Aurora Council. I received
authority to speak for the
people who elected me.

I swore an Oath of Office
as required by provincial leg-
islation.

I know the conduct
expected of me. I have done
it many times before. It was
never a burden. Had I
thought, I might have found it
re-assuring that every mem-
ber of council was taking the
same oath to abide by the
same rules.

I would have been disap-
pointed.

Be that notwithstanding, I
swore the Oath willingly and
of sound mind, in order to
take my seat to a position of
trust and authority.

I was not compelled.
I surrendered nothing.
Had this council decided

to bring in a law to burn
witches at the stake, I would
not have agreed. It was legal
once. Not any more.

Once it was the law not to
allow women to vote or to
own property. Not any more.

Even if the province had
allowed it, I would not have
agreed.

It would be contrary to
Rights and Freedoms
enjoyed by all Canadians.

But on payment of
$16,200, council received
solicitor/client advice behind
closed doors, that the
province has given munici-
palities authority to pass laws
to govern conduct of council-
lors, including restricting a
councillor's authority to
speak on behalf the electors
with penalties on pain of dis-

obedience.
Well, pshaw...I don't

agree with that. That's just
silly.

So, when I received the
plain brown envelope con-
taining two complaints from
an Integrity Commissioner,
chosen by the same six, who
filed a previous complaint to
a previous Integrity
Commissioner, who dis-
missed it and was himself
promptly dismissed by the
same six, I just promptly for-
warded the same to the
same solicitor I retained at

my expense, when the same
six filed a complaint against
me, compiled by another
solicitor retained by the same
six at taxpayers' expense,
unknown at this time but
probably in the tens of thou-
sands of dollars approaching
a hundred and advertised in
publications, also at taxpay-
ers' expense and the town's
web site.

The matter is in the hands
of my solicitor.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora

Reader enjoyed
Stephen’s column

EDITOR’S NOTE;
Following is an open let-
ter to Auroran Columnist
Stephen Somerville with
a copy sent to the news-
paper.

Dear Stephen:

Congratulations on the
best column you have ever
written for The Auroran.  

You reveal yourself per-
sonally and do so with
passion.

Let's see more of this in
the future.

It's unfortunate that pol-
itics and politicians seem

an essential ingredient of
today's news media; both
it and they seem to
become more mediocre
with each passing day.

One suggestion to you
and/or the Publisher is the
revival of the anecdotal
column featured weekly by
the late Dick Illingworth,
"Bouquets and Brickbats.

There seem to be lots
of those around these
days and they always
seemed to brighten up
one's day.

George Hervey
Aurora

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider
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Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre
289 Wellington Street East  Aurora 

ULTRA high efficiency toilets

$75 
Regional mail-in coupon 

with purchase

We’ve got your toilet!

Dual Flush - # WM2631

Only Reg: $169.99 $12999*   
* While quantities last 

905-727-4751

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design
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TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

SPECIALSSPECIALS

Business Hours 
Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm

Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Since 1969

•  Har Gow                            $ 5.00
•  Siu Mai                               $ 5.00
•  Pad Thai                            $10.80
•  Thai  Stir-Fried Rice Verminelli   $10.80
•  Rice Noodles with Beef & 
Bean Sprouts in Soya Sauce         $10.80

Hollandview’s chef
prepares local food
By BROCK WEIR 

Auroran staff 

As executive chef Kevin
Finch strolled through the
gardens of Hollandview
Trail Retirement
Community last week, he
spotted something red in
one of the many waist-
level flower beds.

"Our first strawberry of
the season!" he
exclaimed.

Mr. Finch was giving a
tour of the communal vic-
tory gardens on the build-
ing's grounds, part of a
program he is spearhead-
ing at the residence to
incorporate foods grown
both in-house and in the
area into residents' meals,
and to support local pro-
ducers. 

"Our victory garden is a
place for our residents to
go out, garden, and enjoy
the activities they would
have enjoyed at their own
homes," Mr. Finch
explained. "This year
we're planting vegetables
and herbs, and the idea is
basically to use all of our
own herbs that we grow in
our garden throughout the
summer.

"We're growing toma-
toes, carrots, and onions
as well, and we hope to
have at least one dinner
once a month that focuses
strictly on what we grow in
our own gardens."

Aside from produce

grown specifically by
Hollandview Trail, Mr.
Finch is also focusing on
creating "100 Mile Meals"
once a week, where
everything served is
sourced from farmers and
producers within a 100-
mile radius. 

"This week, for
instance, we're doing
short ribs from Howards
Farm in Newmarket, as
well as local Ontario
asparagus, local potatoes,
which would, of course, be
last year's potatoes
because the new ones
aren't ready yet," he said.
"We're trying to support as
many local farms as pos-
sible."

Supporting local farm-
ers is a cause close to Mr.
Finch.

Having cut his teeth
working his parents' 100-
acre apple orchard, Finch
Haven Orchards near
Collingwood, he has
worked in the food indus-
try since he was 15.

While studying at
George Brown College,
Mr. Finch apprenticed in
many local restaurants in
York Region, eventually
working his way up to
executive chef, where he
has been able to promote
local foods.

"I always wanted to tie
in the local food move-
ment with what I was
doing as a chef because I
feel the most important

thing a chef can do is use
local when making his
own food," he said.

It was the effor ts to
incorporate local foods
and his increasing involve-
ment with various area
farmers' markets that led
him to Hollandview Trail. 

"We met at the Aurora
Farmers’ Market," said
Janet White, Community
Relations Coordinator for
Hollandview Trail. "I had
met Kevin at the market
and approached him
about providing some
giveaways for us at the
[Hollandview Trail presen-
tation centre's grand
opening] which were
small, homemade, locally
grown jams and jellies."

"When the opportunity
came up when they were
looking for an executive
chef, I jumped at the
chance because I wanted
to be involved in what this
company was doing," he
said.

Hollandview Trail
jumped as well.

"I was thrilled when I
saw his resume come
through," said Ms White.

The Buy Local and 100
Mile Meal philosophies
are fairly unique for retire-
ment residences, accord-
ing to Mr. Finch. He said
Hollandview Trail's willing-
ness to embrace this con-
cept was "revolutionary
and forward thinking" and
it made the implementa-

tion of the program rela-
tively smooth.

"I think we need to get
more companies to buy
into this type of lifestyle so
we can sustain local farms
and move forward so our
grandchildren [get] to see
what a real farm is like,"
said Mr. Finch. 

While he recognizes
that buying locally, and
even preparing 100 Mile
Meals, could be cost-pro-
hibitive for some people,
he said that it is essential
to move in "baby steps" if
considering bringing this
into your own home.

"I think the best way to
do it is to visit your local
farmers’ market and see
exactly what they have
available to you," he said.
"Make those contacts.
Just get out and do your
research, talk to your local
farmers about what is
available in each season,
but summer time is defi-
nitely the best time to
start."

After finding the sea-
son's first strawberry, Mr.
Finch headed back to the
kitchen to plan that
evening's 100 Mile Meal,
including the short ribs
and asparagus.

"This week, asparagus
is the big local food," said
Mr. Finch, outlining a
quick and easy 100 Mile
Meal that can be 
prepared in the home this
week.

KEVIN FINCH 
Auroran phtoto by Brock Weir

Aurora scoops summit citation
The Town of Aurora

was recognized with a
citat ion from the GTA
Clean Air Council  last
Wednesday at the Clean
Air Summit at Toronto's
City Hall.

The Town was recog-
nized for its green ener-
gy purchasing with
Bull frog Power, the
three-month pilot project
to test LED street lights
for possible future use in
the town, and the conver-

sion of almost all town
traffic lights to LED tech-
nology.

The GTA Clean Air
Council is "an inter-gov-
ernmental group working
to improve regional air
quali ty at i ts annual
Clean Air Summit," said
Jason Ballantyne,
Aurora's Manager of
Corporate communica-
tions.

"We're happy to be
recognized for the posi-

tive steps we're taking on
the environment," said
Mayor Phyllis Morris in a
statement. "While we're
always looking for the

next thing we can do to
protect the environment,
it's nice to look back at
some of the things we've
already accomplished."

Victory Gardens
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WOODBY Panda

MADRID Ice Pearl

GIZEH Amethyst

MADRID Black Patent

SYLT Red

Colour your world
with

BIRKENSTOCK 

sandals

TAHITI Flowers

14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre 
www.omarsshoes.com

905-727-9391
Celebrating 40 years in business in Aurora

SHOES
SINCE 1970

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

416-888-0173

Nigel Kean
or email: nigelkean@aol.com

Experienced in Politics 
Background in Business

KEAN for AURORA MAYOR

nigelkeanformayor.ca

Join my campaign team by calling

(905) 841-1030
(416) 565-3727 

www.listwithanna.com

Anna Runco 
Sales Representative 

My goal is to make your 
real estate dreams a reality!

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract

St. Andrew’s Realty Inc. 
Brokerage

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

By Lois Brown 
MP Newmarket-Aurora 

Government stops giving $ to inmates

On June 1, our govern-
ment introduced a bill in
Parliament that suspends
Old Age Security (OAS)
benefits for inmates in fed-
eral penitentiaries, and we
are encouraging provincial
and territorial institutions to
do the same.

As a result of our gov-
ernment’s action, convicted
criminals will no longer be
able to collect taxpayer-
funded OAS benefits.

When our government
became aware that
inmates were receiving
these benefits, we took
immediate action.

OAS benefits are
designed to help seniors
meet their immediate basic
needs and maintain a mini-
mum standard of living in
retirement.

Since an inmate’s basic
needs are already paid for
by public funds, Canadian
taxpayers should not also
be paying for income sup-
port through OAS benefits.

We have also made
sure that low-income
spouses or common-law
partners of prisoners will
not lose their individual
entitlement to the
Guaranteed Income

Supplement and the
Allowances as a result of
the proposed amendments.

Implementation will
begin with prisoners who
are incarcerated in federal
penitentiaries for two years
or more.

The Government of
Canada will work with will-
ing provinces and territo-
ries to continue implemen-
tation in provincial and ter-
ritorial institutions for
inmates serving sentences
of greater than 90 days.

This amendment to the
Old Age Security Act is
about the responsible use

of public funds and the fair
treatment of Canadian tax-
payers.

We are taking action to
put an end to entitlements
for prisoners, and to
ensure that those
Canadians who have spent
their lives working hard and
playing by the rules receive
the benefits they deserve.

My office is here to
serve you.

Should I ever be able to
be of any assistance to you
or your family, please con-
tact my office by phone at
905-953-7515, or by e-mail
at Brown.L@parl.gc.ca.

Council rejects town hall
diesel power generator

Aurora Council recently
nixed a plan to initiate the
tendering process to install
a new backup diesel power
generator at Town Hall.

This project would have
come with a budget
increase of $130,000 from
previous estimates.

"The project was initiat-
ed to address concerns
with emergency prepared-
ness and the ability to
maintain critical Town Hall
functions during power
interruptions or other
abnormal events," Ilmar
Simanovskis, Director of
Infrastructure and
Environmental Services,
said.

"Building lighting, eleva-
tor, computer systems
including internal and
remote networking, inter-
net access and telephone
switch and systems were
all identified as critical to
maintaining core services
in an emergency condi-
tion," he said.

The $90,000 budget
item was approved in 2007
and after "several configu-
rations and sizing exercis-
es" were undertaken to
look at procurement and
installation, "staff retained
the services of a design
consultant to consolidate
the elements of the project,
finalize loads, and prepare
full specifications and ten-
dering documents.

"As part of the consult-
ing assignment, the con-
sultant was requested to
provide a pre-tender esti-
mate to ensure that the
project was adequately
funded prior to requesting
tenders."

The budget for this item
needed to be increased to
address the "changing
needs of Town Hall since
the original concept," the
report continued. 

Confusion arose at the
meeting on just where
exactly these increases
from 2007 stemmed from.

"We originally had a
budget for $90,000," said
Al Downey, Director of

Leisure Services. "We felt
that $90,000 was going to
be enough to provide gen-
eration and installation to
run the IT system.
However, the discussion
now around the table is not
only do we want to run the
IT system, we want to run
the telephones, we want to
run the HVAC.

"We want to run the
heat, the lights, we want
the town hall fully opera-
tional for other emergency
needs whether it be a
media centre, a volunteer
centre, or whatever else
we might possibly be using
it for in an emergency. 

"These are the main
changing needs and with
that, the needs for the size
of the generator had
increased substantially to
provide that. The $90,000
(was) no longer adequate
in order to place a genera-
tor here to run the entire
building."

Mr. Downey's com-
ments, however, did not
seem to jibe with the infor-
mation before Councillors.
Councillor John Gallo
noted that these needs
were itemized in a previous
report dated May 19, 2009.

"We've got a copy of
your May 2009 report and
five minutes ago you men-
tioned it went up because
those things were not
included and yet we know
about the budget that was
in the capital budget in
2007. We know it was
$90,000," said Mayor
Morris to Mr. Downey. "That
was just a guesstimate.

"When you brought it
forward to us in 2008 you
released a (Request for
Proposal (RFP)). The RFP
was designed for a mini-
mum performance specifi-
cation with the whole list of
things in, including all the
things you initially said
weren't in and that is what
would have brought the
price up now. You're saying
we could get everything for
$90,000 or $100,000 or
whatever it was including

all of those things at that
time."

What emerged however
was that going out for an
all-inclusive one source
tender, as opposed to
sending out two separate
RFPs for the generator
itself and then one installa-
tion and inspection, con-
tributed to the requested
budget increase.

"There is a premium to
be paid for single source,"
said Mr. Downey. "So we
tendered out for a single
source, exactly the same
specifications as were pre-
sented to council in May of
2009. We went to tender in
August of 2009 with a sin-
gle source and the contract
came back at $190,000 for
exactly the same work."

Councillors previously
had concerns over a two-
step process in obtaining
and installing the genera-
tor, said Aurora CAO Neil
Garbe. The concerns lay in
whether or not the second
phase which would entail
the installation and certifi-
cation of the generator
would yield competitive
bids.

"Therefore council
directed staff to issue the
tender of one contract that
would solicit more bids for
different types of genera-
tors and the second phase
to get different types of bid-
ders for the complete
turnkey," said Mr. Garbe.

"(Mr. Simanovskis) has
indicated it is his viewpoint
that (this) is what it costs
for one tender and that is
the recommendation of
staff."

While this generator

would have been able to
keep the Town up in run-
ning for emergency needs,
Councillor Evelyn Buck
wondered if, as the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre is similarly
outfitted for the same pur-
pose, this would be money
well spent either way.

"I believe when we built
(the Seniors’ Centre) it was
to be the emergency head-
quarters if there ever was
an emergency and it was
equipped with certain
equipment to handle emer-
gencies," said Councillor
Buck. "When I hear of the
Town Hall being the emer-
gency headquarters, do we
need two emergency head-
quarters?"

Having multiple sites
that could be put into use
in an emergency is best
practice in Canada, said
Mr. Garbe. The Town Hall
could be used for "other
purposes" during an emer-
gency, he added, such as a
reception centre, a media
centre, and gathering
points.

"There is a demand dur-
ing an emergency for this
building," he said. "The
Seniors' Centre is the
prime location for the
emergency operations. It
has been equipped to
maintain those functions.
It's not there for basic serv-
ice nor to support business
continuity plans during an
emergency."

The motion to go for-
ward with the $220,000
tendering process, as well
as an alternate motion to
defer the matter to the next
budget review were both
defeated.



10 - THE AURORAN, Week of June 8, 2010

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.caOpen Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca

Proudly supporting local sports 

Open Road BMW
87 Mulock Drive • Newmarket

1-888-295-8714 • www.openroadbmw.ca
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SPORTS

Shown above are the Aurora Skating Club
members who participated in the 2010 Spring
Skate Festival hosted by the Skating Club of
Western New York recently in Buffalo. The ASC
once again won the Cheney Cup beating out
12 other teams from Canada and the USA. 
S hown are, front row, left to right, Ethan
Moulds, Jerod Sparrow, Cole Beniot-
Meschino, Carson Klein, Jamie Lamoure, and
Jack Rispin. In the second row, left to right are

Simona Fanuzzi, Danielle Sparrow, Adriana
Beniot-Meschino, Maddie Petit, Anastasia
Severinets, Madisyn Lamore, Carmelina
Martinelli, Kylie Robinson, Kailynd Yaeck and
Alison Greenwood, (coach). In the third row,
left to right, are Lindsay Smith (coach), Blair
Koski-Klein (coach), Andy Klein (coach),
Kassidy Yaeck, Brittney Erikson, Cassandra
Tremblay, Page Dafoe, Amanda Roy, Claire
Palmer, Madison Lenchak, Lucy Guan, Lily

Biasi, Haven Moulds, and Janna Gosar
(coach). In the back row, left to right, are Fiona
Ross, Haily Riggs, Marilena Perri, Samantha
Duncan, Carly Steiner, Elyse Glen, Tyler
Robinson, Haily McGrath, Kendall Mannelli,
Jasmine Biasi,  Courtney McGrath, Alex
Johnston and Julia Steiner. Missing from the
photo are Katie Sutton, Sierra Chovanec,
Raquel Burgess, Sarah Kim, Allie Sutton,
Jihyun Cha, Julie Briscoe and Megan Howe. 

It would cost more to keep pole in park
A solution may be in sight

between the Town of Aurora
and residents angered by
the placement of a lighting
pole for a baseball diamond
in Stewart Burnett Park. 

The matter was brought
to public attention in
February by nearby resi-
dents who came home one
day to find a pole erected for
the baseball diamond in
direct view of their dining
room window.

They came to Council to
express frustration with the
situation and ask that it be
moved.

When the residents
asked for the relocation of
the pole, councillors were
subsequently told it would
cost $7,100 to move it else-
where. 

While the new solution
presented at general com-
mittee last week does not
call for the pole's relocation,
it does come with a $7,980
price tag.

Councillors were asked
to approve $7,980 to Weller
Tree Service for the planting
of four mature trees
between 20 and 25 feet in
height to provide a screen

between the home and the
pole. 

"The CAO requested
staff to identify potential
alternatives to moving the
light pole," said Al Downey,
Director of Parks and
Recreation Services in a
report. "Staff contacted the
affected neighbouring resi-
dents to discuss the matter
further and look at potential
solutions.

"Based on the discus-
sion, the neighbouring prop-
erty owners would be satis-
fied if several large conifer-
ous trees could be planted

in the vicinity of the light pole
to act as a visual screen;
however they are not willing
to accept sharing the cost of
planting trees due to their
stated opposition with
regards to notice of design
and construction."

Some councillors, how-
ever, were dismayed that
this new solution to the prob-
lem is more costly than the
original idea to move the
pole. 

"The bottom line is we're
spending more money to
plant trees than we are to
move the pole," said

Councillor Al Wilson, won-
dering how the trees would
shield potential light from the
home.

Mr. Downey stressed,
however, that the residents
were not concerned about
the light emission, but with
the sight of the pole itself. 

"They realize trees will
never hide the light, [but]
what they don't want to look
at is the pole," he said.

"Mr. Downey and I met
with Mr. Hill and he recog-
nizes he won't be in that
location as a resident on a
permanent basis so he was

willing and liked the idea of
having the trees there which
accomplishes a couple of
things for us," added Aurora
CAO Neil Garbe. "We don't
need to move the pole, the
poles were in the optimal
place for lighting and also
the planting of trees is not
inconsistent with what we
would do as normal course
in planting in that park any-
way."

Councillor Buck, on the
other hand, said she had
"never seen the need or
compulsion" to address this

Please see page 11
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www.virtual-option.com

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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June 14 - 4 Days 
June 27 - 4 DaysOPEN  Mon-Fri 9 - 6 pm   Sat. 9 - 5 pm  CLOSED Sunday

Brian & Sue Feddema 
16225 Jane St. 
Kettleby

Tel: 905-727-0023
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OPEN NOW!!
FLOWERS! FLOWERS! FLOWERS!

• Hanging Baskets • Perennials

ASPARAGUS, TOMATOES & CUCUMBERS
NOW AVAILABLE!
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problem.
"You live in an urban

municipality and there are
poles everywhere you look,"
she said. "You don't even
see them anymore unless
someone draws you atten-
tion to them. I don't see any
merit whatsoever in spend-
ing thousands of dollars.

"It isn't a rural property
anymore. It may have been
when the residents moved
in, but it isn't any more. For
us to be spending hundreds
of thousands of dollars on
the lighting for the baseball
diamond and almost a mil-
lion dollars for the baseball
diamond, $8,000 may not
seem like very much to other
people but it is $8,000 too
much as far as I'm con-
cerned."

The possibility that this
decision could set a prece-
dent for future complaints
was of concern to Councillor
John Gallo.

Town Solicitor
Christopher Cooper, howev-
er, said that situation was
unlikely.

"This would appear to be
something of a unique situa-
tion with respect to the loca-
tion of the ball diamond vis-
à-vis the property owner, but
I can't see that this would
ultimately set a dangerous
precedent for the Town in
terms of having to go in and
correct situations like this,"
he said.

On the other hand, some
councillors did see a bright
side to this solution.

"When this issue came
before us the last time… I
went home and kicked it
around a whole bunch and
thought of a number of rea-
sons why I was going to
have trouble moving the
pole," said Councillor Bob
McRoberts. "With the report
before us, I see it as not real-
ly a pole issue so much as
an opportunity to plant four

big trees in a park and have
[development charges] pay
for it.

"I think it is a good com-
promise to a tricky issue and
I think planting trees is only a

positive."
Councillors ultimately

passed the motion and it
goes to Council this week for
further discussion and possi-
ble approval.

From page 10

Costs to solve lighting woes 
are higher, committee learns

an gates is a requirement of
the Region of York as a safe-
ty measurement for all
Regional road crossings
requesting anti-whistling,"
said Mr. Simanovskis. "The
Region of York requested
that the Town obtain quotes
for the design and installa-
tion of the pedestrian gates
and present the findings
back to the Region. 

"(They) informed the
Town that the approximate
cost for installing pedestrian
gates is $130,000 per loca-
tion (with a sidewalk on both
sides of the road).
Therefore, the estimated
cost for pedestrian crossing
at the two regional locations
is $260,000 of which 100

per cent is fully recoverable."
As the crossings at

Centre Street and Engelhard
Drive are owned by the Town
of Aurora, the cost will be
$180,000 for the pedestrian
gates which will be "provided
through the Municipal Road
Infrastructure Investment
Fund."

Although some council-
lors said they did not see
train whistles as a significant
problem, the proposed
measures won some sup-
port at the table on the safe-
ty measures alone.

"I think it makes sense,"
said Councillor Wendy
Gaertner. "I know a lot of
work has gone into this, and
I think we have made a lot of
progress. We're all the way

down to almost the finish
line. I know a lot of people
are using the crossing at
Englehard and I think it
could be much safer."

Councillor Bob
McRoberts echoed
Councillor Gaertner's com-
ments citing safety concerns
that have arisen over the
years.

"I think whistles or no
whistles, the pedestrian
gates can only be helpful,"
he said. "If the public is
already safe and pedestri-
ans are already safe, they
will be made safer."

Mounting costs in the
effort to silence train whis-
tles were questioned by
Councillor Stephen Granger,
however.

While Councillor Evelyn
Buck said she "appreciated"
the point Councillor Granger
made about "this amount of
money (we're spending) in
order to get train drivers to
stop blowing their whistles",
she said she was "inclined
to support the motion”.

"I'm inclined to support
the recommendation on the
basis of increased safety for
all drivers and pedestrians,"
she said. "I'm inclined to
support it not because I
believe the drivers will stop
blowing their whistles,
because I don't. I think if
they see the need to blow
the whistle they'll blow a
whistle.

"Also, on summer
evenings when you open

your windows, Newmarket
has all these gates and they
still have trains blowing their
whistles. On summer
evenings, those whistle
blows carry all the way down
to Aurora. 

"I don't see any real pos-
sibility for removing what
was a nuisance to some res-
idents whom we haven't
heard from for a long time -
maybe they don't live here
anymore or maybe they just
got like the rest of us, so
used to hearing it that they
don't hear it anymore."

While councillors were
provided with a cheaper

option of installing fixed
pedestrian mazes - fences to
create "obstacles" for pedes-
trians and cyclists - at the
Town-owned crossings,
Town Staff recommended
the installation of pedestrian
gates for practical reasons.

"It's directly related to the
anti-whistling," said Mr.
Simanovskis. "If we were not
to pursue the anti-whistling
we would not have to make
any changes. However, to
pursue anti-whistling and for
the Region to be in support
of anti-whistling [measures],
we must comply with their
policy which requires gates."

From page 1

Gates may stop train whistling

Aurora Selkies
shine at area
swimming meet

The Aurora Selkies
Swim Club's young swim-
mers fared well at the
Mallards Annual
Pentathlon Swim meet in
Markham recently.

Top place finishers
included: Robert Marshall,
10 years, with firsts in the
25 metres butterfly, 25m,
free; and 25m back 1st. He
came third in the 25m
breaststroke.

Mitchell Delic, 8 years,
was first in the 100 free,
second in the 25 free and
third in the 25 breast-
stroke.

Evan Holtby, 8 years,
was first in the 50 back and
Daniel Berezovski, came
third in the 200 free.

Kyra Lansing scored
personal best times in the
800 free and 400 Individual
medley as did Jaden Delic,
6years; Bryce Davison and
Cassidy Whitmore.

Members of the Aurora Song Circle gathered at Jonathan’s
Restaurant last week to celebrate their fifth anniversary. The

group has been using the location for a “jam session:” every
Tuesday night, thanks to Johathan’s owner Mary Georgopoulos.      

Auroran photo by Rob Schuetz
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Bringing the business community to you!

COUPON Timberlane Athletic Club go to theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Fitness

COUPON Crystal White Cleaners  go to theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Cleaning Services

2 week pass

COUPON Sherman J Studio go to theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Art$25 off Fine Art Classes (series of 4) 

COUPON Esthetic Services by Hilda go to theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Salons and SpasFREE MANICURE with purchase 
of Pevonia Botanica Treatments and home care.

Super Cleaning Specials - 50% Off NEW clients
$5 OFF any service with Min. $15 purchase 
$10 OFF any Servioce with Min $30 Purchase 

COUPONS
PRINT OUT THE ONLINE

and use them at participating businesses
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SaveSave SaveSave

Aurora Street Festival

and upcoming Town events
www.theauroran.com 

If you know  of an event in Aurora or surrounding area
that is not listed on our Business & Event Calendar 

at theauroran.com please let us know by calling 
905-751-6013 as soon as possible. Thank you.

Part 1 & 2

ACT NOW 
for the month of June

Beat the HST 
AND save the GST 

Exclusively at 

530 Industrial Parkway South 
Aurora, ON 

Call Today 905-727-5421

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape

The Annual General
Meeting (AGM) is the meeting
of directors and members, and
members form the required
quorum, which lends legality to
the subsequent proceedings.

The members who attend
the AGM become involved in
what has transpired, by author-
izing all business enacted by the
outgoing board. 

And so the ASA held its
AGM last week with an excel-
lent attendance of seniors and
Charles Sequeira was returned
as president.

Marie Leone started the ball
rolling with an objection to a by-
law amendment, which would
authorize the Board to appoint a
member in the event of a vacan-
cy occurring.

An appointment could only
be of a member who had stood
for election to the Board, but
Marie’s amendment was
defeated. 

She felt strongly that a new
election should settle the issue
of a new director, but the
appointment route had its sup-
porters and the outcome of a
vote was a no decision, with the
item tabled and returned to the
By-Law committee for further
study. 

The new ASA Board of
Directors is comprised of:
Charles Sequeira, President;
Ruth Church, Treasurer; Virginia
Bodnar, Vice President; and
Jytte Gillies, Secretary.

Other directors include Bill
Higgins, Derek Murray, Bob
Collard, Barbara Stoecklin and
Ron Coe. Congratulations to
Ron Coe and Jytte Gillies on
being elected and to Barbara
Stoecklin on her re-election.

Charles Sequeira remarked
that the ASA may become
involved in sponsorships and
seminars.

The president’s report by Mr.
Sequeira recognized the out-
standing results by ASA mem-
bers in the past several years in
the York Region 55+ Summer
Games, with many medals won.

He added that fundraising
activities continue successfully
for the ASA, through all seasons
and many events during the
year. 

Charles spoke highly of the

Sequeira returned
as board president

Aurora Seniors Computer Club
and the efforts to improve com-
puter expertise among mem-
bers.

Also mentioned was the
Wood Shop partnered with the
Aurora Environmental Advisory
Committee and the construc-
tion of 40 bird house assembly
kits, and the part played by the
Wood Shop in annual parades.

He added that the Aurora
Food Bank benefited from ASA
contributions and
Neighbourhood Network and
the ASA team up as and when
required.

In May, 800 children attend-
ed the Seniors’ Centre as the
Optimist Club and the ASA
partnered to organize a giant
Easter egg hunt.

Charles also acknowledged
the 10,000 to 15,000 volunteer
hours contributed annually by
members that provide the heart
and spirit of what makes the
ASA tick.

The ASA is a community
centre, for which the municipal-
ity has responsibility, and the
enormous total of volunteer
hours enables the ASA to func-
tion in the prestigious fashion
that characterizes its reputa-
tion.

Among the many award
winners at the town’s annual
recognition event held last
week were seven members of
the Seniors’ Centre who won
five year Volunteer Service
Awards.

They included Virginia
Bodnar, Mary Higgins, Bill
Higgins, Ron Humenchuk,
Bruce Millar, Louise Williams
and Ron Wallace.

Mr. Wallace and the late
Dick Illingworth, also won an
award for Heritage Education.
Mr. Illingworth’s award was
received by his wife Dorothy
Clark McClure.

The Community Recognition
Awards  ceremony reveals an
excellent community of industri-
ous residents, who make Aurora
a great place to live and work.

With the AGM concluded
successfully and the arrival of
good weather, a fine summer
looms in the minds of seniors.

The members who attend
regularly know what is avail-
able and for everybody who
desires to share this knowl-
edge, the monthly newsletter
is available on the front count-
er of the Centre.

It is free to everybody who
cares to drop by and take one. 

Contained on the latter
pages is a monthly summary
itemized by day, of the activi-
ties available, and seniors are
encouraged to avail them-
selves of the Centre and add
to the prosperity of their social
life.

Join the seniors, get
involved in an activity, attend a
few times and social life
expands, sometimes expo-
nentially. In the Centre, you will
never walk alone.
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    Roger Clowater
For Mayor

www.rogerclowater.ca  /  905.726.1899

Elect

FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Tues. , Wed., Thur., Fri. and Sat. – 10 - 5 

or by appointment 
www.thefanman.ca

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

New Shipments Arriving 
Clear Outs on Sale

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Yonge Street house part of Doors Open
The Benjamin

Stephenson house at
15010 Yonge Street, on the
west side, just south of
Kennedy Street was built in
1915 on one of the earliest
settlement lots in Aurora.  

Yonge Street has
evolved significantly since
Simcoe's surveyors
mapped out this major
route in the 1790s.

Since the 18th century,
lots along Yonge Street in
Aurora - this one included -
have transitioned from
farming practices to being
subdivided for the creation
of multiple lots to house the
managerial classes and
other white-collar workers
and to its current use as an
office.

Benjamin Stephenson
purchased the lot in 1913
for $2,500, and subdivided
the land into seven lots,
one upon which he built the
two-storey house (lot
seven).

The assessment value

of the home in 1916 was
$1,740.   

The significance of this
site lies not only within the
Edwardian Classicism of
the Benjamin Stephenson
house and its Ontario farm-
house origins (stolid and
standardized red brick) but
in the evolution of the use
of the land upon which it
resides.

The building is rectan-
gular in plan but with a
slight projection on the
centre of the southern ele-
vation.  When you visit this
house, note some of its
special features, including
the side entrance which is
at the centre of the building
and the A gabled roof of
medium pitch, with gables
at the front and the rear.
The front gable contains a
double casement window
and the roof is supported at
each of its front corners
with wooden columns on
brick piers.

The main and second

floors will be open to the
public except the kitchen.

Doors Open this year,
Aurora's fifth happens
Saturday, August 21.

The free event offers the
public a rare opportunity to
explore hidden treasures,
many of which are not nor-
mally open to the public.

Participants are able to
tour buildings, take guided
tours, and view special
exhibits and displays dur-
ing the single day event.

You can help make this
year's Doors Open Aurora
a success by volunteering
to help.

Dedicated and enthusi-
astic volunteers will receive
a t-shirt with the Doors
Open Aurora logo.

If you can spare some
time, visit the website
w w w . e - a u r o -
ra.ca/aurora/doorsopen201
0 and complete the volun-
teers' application form or
call 905-727-3123, exten-
sion 4351. 

Benjamin Stephenson
house at 15010 Yonge
Street, now an office, is
part of Doors Open
event in August.

Barnes named citizen of the year
opportunity.

"This is an interesting oppor-
tunity to do a little bit of payback
for all the good things that have
happened to me over the
years," he said.

Mr. Barnes moved to Aurora
in 1975 while working for
Seneca College's King
Campus. 

"My boss at the college
decided he was going to stop
working at the college and go
back to being a minister," he
said. "I was in his office that night
and he said, 'Well, I'm going to
quit and sell the house and
move back to St. Catharines. I
said, 'Why don't I buy your
house?' and I did."

It did not take long for Mr.
Barnes to become entrenched
in community life. 

"You just can't live in a place
and see things that need doing
unless you get busy and start

doing them!" he said.
Although there wasn't a sin-

gle cause or issue that brought
him out into the community, the
environment has always been a
particular interest of his.

Having grown up on a farm
in Minnesota, he said he has
always been close to the land. 

"I understood that if you don't
feed the land, it won't feed you,"
he said. "It's a matter of looking
after your own nest."

In the 35 years Mr. Barnes
has lived in Aurora, he has
worked with the Aurora
Arboretum, is a member of the
Town's Environmental Advisory
Committee, and has spear-
headed countless community
projects and initiatives. 

"It has been interesting to be
on the Environmental Advisory
Committee for the past three-
and-a-half years now," he said.
"We've made some significant
progress with little things like
finally getting some anti-idling

signs up and we're actually hav-
ing people understand that
there is a term called permeable
pavement which might be a
useful thing."

The love of the land he
shares with his wife eventually
led them to welcome people
into their own back yard. 

"My wife is the smart one,"
he said. "She has been involved
in all things horticultural for her
entire life. I just grew up on a
farm and did the usual kinds of
things, and then left. We have
been running the garden here
since 1991. In the early days I
lavished benign neglect on the
back yard and when Marie
moved in we started looking
after things, put on a lot of com-
post, and started feeding the
soil. We did tomatoes and we
were on the garden tour several
years ago and part of Doors
Open. 

"The garden tour was here
and the tomatoes weren't ripe

but people asked when they
were going to be ripe, so we
said, 'Sign up on a list and we
will open up in August when
they are ready.' That was the
beginning of the tomato tasting
and that went on for five years."

Aside from environmental
causes, Mr. Barnes has been
involved in a number of addition-
al groups, including a wine club.

He belongs to the Aurora
Probus Club, which is an off-
shoot of Rotary International
and is comprised of more than
80 retirees in Aurora alone. 

"I have been the editor for
the monthly newsletter for the
Probus Club now for several
years and that gives me an
opportunity to write a little piece
that goes on the back page," he
said. "My good wife, a long time
ago, observed that I keep
mouthing off all kinds of different
things and she said, 'Why don't
you learn how to write it down?'
This is what evolved out of that."

From page 1
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ART CLASSES

CARPET - I have several
thousand yards of new
S t a i n m a s t e r  
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes car-
pet, pad and installation
(30 square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

RCA TV 37” COLOUR
$600. 2 Plastic tables.
10’ long & folding legs.
$50 ea. 905-726-1028.

BUSINESS SERVICES�

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
just like the Masters

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

� FOR SALE

IN MEMORIAM

� FOR RENT

� BUSINESS SUBLET

� HELP WANTED AND LOOKING

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

Handyman services available
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

(Please park around back and enter through that door)

DANCE PARTY
June 18Only $15 Only $154,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   

Reserved seating available 
Door Prizes  7:00 Doors Open –Dress code

 
          

7:30 p.m. FREE West Coast Swing Lesson
Latin/Ballroom/West Coast Swing and Line dancing until midnight 

with desserts & coffee @ 10:30. 

On-going Dance Lessons
Dance Lessons start May 3rd, 2010 and continue until June 28

Level 1:  Cha Cha and Social Foxtrot 8 - 9 p.m.  
 Level 2: Jive and Tango  9 - 10 p.m.

Please call for advanced registration or pay at thedoor the first night 
The cost is just $85 per person for 8 weeks.Do I need special shoes?

No, but dance or leather soled shoes with non marking heels are best. Do not wear rubber soled shoes.

Location: Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora, 105 Industrial Parkway North

Next session 
will begin 
early July

Next session 
will begin 
early July

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

 COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to 
adults. Aurora Selkies
Swim Club. Register 
now for the 2010/11 sea-
s o n . s w i m g y m
@ s y m p a t i c o . c a
905-841-3450.

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week.   (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

�

DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
h t t p : / / w w w. y h a r t
studio.com

AIRPORT LIMOUSINE

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: limousines@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $69.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

905-841-8949  
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S  

Top quality 
guaranteed

PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

SWIM
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CLASSES SEMINARS
WORKSHOPS

COURSES
Advertise for as low as $7 per week 

in this section of 
The Auroran Classifieds

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 

2 FREE bags of salt 
Guaranteed NEW stock;  

we never install used equipment.

• Water 
   Softeners 
• Reverse 
   Osmosis 
• Iron 
   Filters 
• Point of Use 
   Coolers

Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

Ask about our Rental Options 
We offer Low Finance rates

12 Mth. @ 0% 

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!  
selectpropainting.com.
905-751-3612 OR 416-
878-1806

SWIMMING LESSONS
In my backyard in
Aurora. Call Leigh at
905-726-7940 for regis-
tration.

� FRENCH SCHOOL� PIANO & VOCAL 

� DRUM LESSONS

� SWIMMING LESSONS

2

4TH YEAR UNIVERSI-
TY STUDENT special-
izing in physical & 
recreation education.
Looking for summer
employment in child-
care. Has G Licence &
R e fe r e n c e s . E m a i l :
d t h o m -
so1@okramail.deltastat
e.edu. 905-859-4069

BASEMENT APART-
MENT, $600.00
includes cable, internet,
laundry, and parking.
Suitable for a single.
Call 905-751-9817.

� MOVING SALE

� RENT TO OWN

MOVING SALE Dining
Table & six chairs.
Sideboard solid Elm &
beach $200. Solid
Maple pedestal table &
four chairs $200. 2 tier
glass coffee table $25.
Sofa & love seat, White
floral $50.  87 Batson
Drive. 905-727-3642

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD WEST

ORCHARD HTS. BLVD.

HENDERSON DR.

WELLINGTON STREET
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1) 45 Industrial Parkway South 9–2 (Also Sunday June 13)
2) 26 Langman Place 9–noon   3) 51 Petch Crescent 8–2
4) June 26: 93 Limeridge St. 10–2   

GARAGE SALE MAP

M
urray Dr.

SATURDAY JUNE 12, 2010 

GARAGE 
SALE MAP

locator
is FREE 

to Aurora
Residents Only

Sponsored by: 
Sean Herbinson
Keller Williams 
Realty Centres
905-895-5972
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.

AURORA HTS. DR.

Cousins Dr.

W
el
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S

t.

Royal Rd.

Tamarac Trail
Milgate Pl.

GO TO: 
theauroran.com
to see 100’s OF

EVENTS 
on our

“Business &
COMMUNITY 

Event Calendar”

4

1

SPACE FOR SUBLET
Family/general dental practice in the 
SmartCentres plaza at Wellington
/404 looking to sublet approx. 900 sq.ft.
of unused interior space. Ideal for 
medical or other health care practice.

Dr. J. Talsky, Dr. L. Newton
(905) 727-7203

DENON AVR-2106 7.1
CH Home Theatre A/V
Receiver 100 Watts per
channel. Was $700 new.
Asking $250 firm. 905-
726-3493

AURORA

DRUM LESSONS for
beginners for all ages.
$10/1/2hr., $15/hr. Near
St. John’s Sideroad &
Yonge St. 905-505-
0955.

W
al
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n

D
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if you have a small 

downpayment, I have 
a nice home for you. 

Less than perfect 
credit okay. 

Call 416-735-5716

RENT TO OWN

NEED HELP?
Landscape work, grass
cutting, gardening, gen-
eral repairs and paint-
ing. Call Roy 289-231-
3157

FT. MYERS BEACH.
Rent first week - 2nd
week 1/2 price, summer
and fall only.
www.captainsbay.com.
416-720-1755

SUMMER SPECIAL
$20/class. RCM exam,
concerts & festivals.
Marianna 416-721-
9727. Promotion for
new students only. 

EXPERIENCE IN
FLOORING 3-4
YEARS. Sales person
needed full time, salary
+ commission. Start
immediately. 905-841-
3400, or Fax. 905-841-
3425.

PSYCHIC READING 

MYSTIC PSYCHIC

• Palm 
• Tarot 

• Crystal 
• Ball 

Call for apt.
905-235-2760

2 Readings 50 $Specia
l 

905-235-2760

FRENCH SUMMER
CAMP. Learn+ play+
socialize in FRENCH.
Perfect at-home envi-
r o n m e n t .
www.irinasfrench.com
(905)727-2114 French
& Montessori teacher. 

Home Alterations, 
Small to Medium Home Renovation Projects, 

Hardwood Floor Installation, 
Interior and Exterior Painting  

General Home Maintenance and Repair.

Elite Handyman Services Inc. 

Web:www.EliteHandymanServicesInc.com

Ph: 289-380-0056 
email:ehsi@rogers.blackberry.net 

Seniors Discount Available 
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Batson D
r.

Borealis Ave.

C
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A
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Marshview

APARTMENT/CONDO
SIZE WHIRLPOOL
washer and dryer, like
new, $300 or best offer.
Call 905-717-6953.

HARRIS HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Professional Home Repairs & Renovations

harrishomeimprovements@hotmail.com

HARRIS HOME

IMPROVEMENTS

(905) 716-2214

Carpentry • Decks & Fences 
• Bathrooms & Basements 

Plastering • Ceramics • Flooring, Window & 
Door Installations • Drywall & more...

WOOL SHAG CARPET
8x10’, beige. Asking
$150 OBO (Value
$800). Dog cage, extra
large, black metal: L47”,
H: 30”, W: 30”. Asking
$60 OBO. Call 905-713-
3257.

n June 2nd, 2010, at the age of 78, Keith was embraced by the loving arms of his Heavenly 
Father. He is now joined in spirit with his precious late wife Bernice, in a place where they 

both believed they would experience a new and wondrous life.
 Keith lived a rich, spiritual life and touched the lives of many with his caring, 
compassionate and generous ways. He also brought laughter to those around him with his 
terrific sense of humour which sometimes got him into trouble. For decades he financially 
supported many Christian organizations and ministries, including World Vision and The Salvation 
Army.  He spent a lifetime ministering to those in spiritual need. One of the culminating moments 
in Keith’s life was becoming a Lay Reader at St. Luke’s Anglican Church where he was granted 
special privileges to administer holy communion. He expanded his ministry by providing pastoral 
care to individuals at several nursing homes, and at Trillium Health Centre - Mississauga as a 
Spiritual Care Volunteer.
 Keith was also a successful businessman, and after working for VISIrecord Systems for 
more than 25 years, he became its sole owner in the mid 1980’s. With his help-mate Bernice by 
his side, and supported by long-time key staff, he continued to run a flourishing business until 
just after her passing in 2006.
 Keith will be missed by the joys of his life, his daughters Cheryl Elliott (Phil) and Janet 
Marsh, son John Marsh (Beatrice), and grandchildren Andrew Seminsky, Meaghan and Nicholas 
Elliott and Victoria and Ashley Marsh.  Keith will also be remembered by his nieces and nephews, 
and by a wide circle of friends and business associates whose friendships lasted a lifetime.
 A Celebration of Keith’s Life and interment in the Garden of Remembrance will take place 
at his home church of St. Luke’s Anglican Church on Saturday, June 19th, 2010 with visitation at 
10:00 a.m. and the Service at 11:00 a.m. The Church is located at 1513 Dixie Road (south of the 
Q.E.W. across from Dixie Mall), Mississauga – 905.278.1811.
 For those who wish, in lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made in Keith’s name 
to St. Luke’s Anglican Church. Arrangements entrusted to the Turner & Porter “Peel” Chapel, 
Mississauga – 905.279.7663.

Edward Keith Marsh

O
July 15th, 1931 - June 2nd, 2010
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15th Annual Street Festival huge success

Auroran photos
by

David Falconer

About five years ago
officials believed the
annual street festival was
attracting about 40,000
people. Sunday, despite
questionable weather
early on, they did it again.

Residents and vendors
alike awoke to heavy rain
Sunday morning, and sev-
eral decided against
showing up for the 15th
annual event. Those who
did reported another day
of successful sales as
about 40,000 people took
to Yonge Street, the
minute the rain let up.

From that moment on,
the street festival became
another success, as
clouds gave way to sunny
skies and temperatures
stayed cool enough for
walking.

The Aurora Chamber of
Commerce reported two
weeks ago that the event -
which sees Yonge Street
closed for about seven
hours the first Sunday in
June - was sold out.

The Chamber took over
the event after its first
year, when it was started
to celebrate the 200th
bir thday of Yonge Street
in 1996. At that time it
was referrred to as the
'World’s Longest Street
Sale on the World’s
Longest Street'.

Later, when applying
for provincial grants, the
word “sale” was replaced
by “festival”, since provin-
cial officials would not
allow the former word.

Sunday’s event attract-
ed new booths as well as
old. In the photographs,
clockwise from left, walk-
ers were treated to a fire-
eater as “Spike” Zay
Weaver showed the audi-
ence how it’s done. Below,
popular singer Patty
McLaughlin teamed up
with friends to entertain
the crowd, while members
of the Romeo and Juliet
cast attended the Theatre
Aurora booth.

Member of Provincial
Parliament Frank Klees
kept busy throughout the
afternoon, spending time
with  Member of
Parliament Lois Brown
and Aurora’s Newest
Citizen of the Year Gord
Barnes . 

On the left, Klaus
Wahrenburg was back in
action, much to the
delight of crowds, while
Zay Weaver, from
Kalamazoo, enter tained
the masses on the tra-
peze. 
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