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Our Lady of Grace makeover now underway

By Brock Weir

A plan to give Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church a significant makeover and give the place of worship alandmark new steeple and
expansion is now underway after Council approval this past spring.

The renovation and expansion of Our Lady of Grace, which sits on Y onge Street between Catherine Avenue and Maple Street, will
include anew largely glass facade featuring views of Yonge, areconfigured parking lot, the demolition of Lynett Hall, and the
restoration of the Catherine Avenue home to which the church hall is currently attached.

The proposals went through Aurora's Heritage Advisory Committee earlier this year and came out with several recommendations
from members, including a new entrance on Y onge and landscaping adjustments to act as a traffic buffer to Maple, and these revised
plans have been approved by Council.

We received comments from the public with respect to enhancing the landscaping along the [Mapl€] edge and the landscaping
plans do reflect additional landscaping along the entire edge of the property,? Marco Ramunno, Aurora's Director of Planning, told
Council at the Committee level ahead of their ultimate approval. ?We will ensure that gets incorporated into the devel opment.

?The two key comments that came from the public at HAC was the landscaping. The other comment was incorporating afront door
along that west elevation and the applicant has incorporated that. | think that is reflected in the colour rendering that has been
provided to Council. There are three glass panels along that addition and the centre panel includes a door entrance.?

For Councillors Jeff Thom and Wendy Gaertner, this Y onge Street access was key. Historically seen as Auroras ?main street?,
Yonge Street is currently Our Lady of Grace's formal frontage with stairs sweeping down to the sidewalk below. This has leant itself
to becoming alandmark, they say, and something which should be maintained.

?Thisisavery interesting situation because thisis one of our landmarks,? said Councillor Gaertner. 21t ison Y onge Street, it has an
address on Y onge Street, its main part, the bulk of the structure, and perhaps the most recognizable part of the structure faces onto

Y onge Street. As Councillor Thom said, it used to be alarge, very attractive, welcoming entrance and not only isthis on one of our
main streets, it is also part of the Promenade Plan. With respect to the door?you have a double wooden door that goes into another
part of the building. With the main entrance, the most important entrance, it is a single door flanked by two windows. | think at the
very least it needs to be a double door.

When it came to HAC, we were thrilled. We want this church to be as functioning and as wonderful asit can possibly be. We
talked about screening and additional parking and all the elements that are going to make this awonderful restoration. My point and
the committee's point about the front door is the front doors draw the community into the field of this church, into the importance of
it to the community.

?ltisnot acriticism, it is an ask to continue to make Our Lady of Grace, which has been a very important part of our community for
avery long time, continue that view on Y onge Street, that welcoming entrance. Perhaps it won't be used as much asit is now, but it
adds to the look and the feel of our heritage, not only of the Town but also our historical Y onge Street and promenade area. We want
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to make things better, not difficult and we think that a beautiful door at the former entrance to the building would add to the
streetscape and to the look of the church.?

Additional concerns were noted by Councillor John Abel on behalf of Aurora's Accessibility Advisory Committee which, he said,
determined the entrance ramp was ?in the wrong place and excessively long.

We made recommendations that emergency escape routes should have consideration for how people were going to ? because they
only have one way to get in and out on aramp,? he said.

Council, as awhole, was largely positive over the designs, with Councillor Tom Mrakas saying it would be a benefit to the Town as
awhole.

?This has been alot of work by the church and congregation putting this together and bringing this forward in an application | think
not only suitstheir needs, but | think also continues to make this afocal point for our downtown core,? said Councillor Mrakas. 7|
appreciate all the work they have done in bringing this forward and | am looking forward to seeing this completed and showing it off
to the whole Town.?

Added Councillor Sandra Humfryes: 2l think overall thisis afantastic plan. | am thrilled the church is going to have an opportunity
to expand. It's needed very urgently and | am thrilled with it, | love the entrance. | understand Councillor Gaertner's comments about
the double door. | think the lovely glass, to me, makesit very obviousit isan entrance. | think it islovely and | can't wait to seeit
cometo fruition.?

Now being taken in phases, the revamp is expected to be complete in November 2019.
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