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Klees welcomes leadership vote after by-elections

	 

 

 By Brock Weir

With five provincial ridings up for grabs last Thursday night, Ontario's Progressive Conservatives are wondering just what went

wrong.

Garnering only one of the ridings ? with Toronto Councillor Doug Holyday carrying the Etobicoke Lakeshore riding ? with two

apiece going to the governing Liberals and the NDP, some PCs ? including Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees ? say a leadership

review of Tim Hudak will be a positive step in the right direction.

Despite efforts leading up to last week's by-elections, party message was lost in the shuffle, says Mr. Klees. It is a common refrain,

and one which was heard in the 2011 provincial election, but Mr. Klees says it is going to ?take some time? to get all the analysis in

place on what exactly went wrong.

A few things at this point, however, are clear. The Progressive Conservatives, he says, were not able to differentiate themselves as a

?clear alternative? to the Liberal government, something which is ?disappointing.?

?We have no one to blame but ourselves which is why, over the next couple of weeks, we have a responsibility to get that feedback

from not only our party members but also the general public,? says Mr. Klees, noting a caucus meeting scheduled for the end of the

month.

There, MPPs will be providing feedback from themselves and their constituents to Mr. Hudak, and then the next step will be up to

him.

?I will provide that information to the leader and it will be up to him to determine what he does, not only with the information I give

him and the advice that I provide, but also the advice that will no doubt be coming from my other caucus colleagues,? he says. 

?In any organization, whether it is a political party, a business, or a non-governmental organization, at the end of the day the buck

always stops with the leader, with the head of the organization. There is no question that those are concerns and the leader is hearing

that.?

It is unlikely there is a Progressive Conservative in all of Ontario who does not share similar concerns about just what went wrong

last week, he adds, particularly making stronger inroads into the ridings that were up for grabs. Information collected over the next
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few weeks will be ?cumulative,? and Mr. Hudak has a ?responsibility? to listen carefully ?and understand this is not about any

individual? but rather what is best for the province. 

?I think we have to take this a step at a time,? says Mr. Klees on a potential leadership review. ?I believe at the end of the day?there

is an option for [Mr. Hudak] to voluntarily ask the provincial executive to schedule a vote of confidence at the upcoming

convention. I believe that would be a very positive step because it gives the leader the opportunity to put to rest any negatives if, in

fact, he comes out of it with a solid confidence vote.

?He can then get on with organizing towards the next election. At the end of the day, that is what the leader needs. He doesn't need a

lot of undercurrents leading up to the election. He needs the full support and confidence of the party and the party membership to go

into that next election. In the end, it is going to be his decision what he does with the advice that he gets. I am one person who has a

responsibility to provide the best advice I can give.?

Mr. Klees was first elected to the Ontario Legislature in 1995. Since that time, he has served as cabinet minister under a number of

different portfolios. In 2004, after Premier Ernie Eves stepped down, he faced off against John Tory and Jim Flaherty for party

leadership, a race ultimately won by John Tory. He took a second kick at the can in 2009, ultimately coming in second place to Tim

Hudak.

As long as there is a party leader, Mr. Klees refuses to discuss ?what may or could be? and he has, as a member of the caucus, the

responsibility to maintain loyalty to Mr. Hudak. 

?That does not, in any way, absolve me from my responsibility of giving my best advice,? he says. ?Tim Hudak has, and will

continue to get, my best advice and that advice is never compromised. He will always hear the truth from me. Until such time as the

leader makes the announcement he is stepping aside, my commitment is to the leader of our party.?

Looking ahead, Mr. Klees says the Progressive Conservatives ?have to be very clear? about decision- making as a government.

Accountability and transparency is what Ontarians want ?more than any other promises?, he adds.

?As a former minister, I believe I bring some credibility on those issues. I also believe very strongly that there has to be a balance

between the fiscal and the social issues that our province faces. You cannot talk strictly about fiscal responsibility. You also have to

be willing to discuss the challenges that we have on the social side and both have to be seen as a priority for our party.?

In the meantime, with two new caucus members, Mr. Klees says he believes a key to their success will always address the needs of

their constituents and everything else will fall into place. Top priorities should be access to healthcare and long-term care,

unemployment, and particularly employment opportunities for youth. 
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