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One chapter closes...
for his community after his sudden passing on Thursday. Visitations will be held at
Thonson Funeral Home (530 Industrial Parkway South) Thursday, December 13, from

2-4

Come celebrate NEW YEARS EVE
with us!
CASA CARBONE will make you
feel right at home,

without all the heavy work!

7 Course Food Menu,

and Wine Pairing Avallable

T

Call: 905.503.2372 b
2 Seatings available.

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

theauroran.com

John Abel remembered as

John Abel is being remembered as a “man with a passion”

.m., 6-8 p.m., and Friday, December 14, from 2-4 p.m., and 6-8 p.m. A celebration

of life will be held at the Royal Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway North) on

MoRday from 2 - 6 p.m.

Contributed photo

Eight-year Deputy

1 Mayor collapsed

_ just over 24 hours

after end of term

By Brock Weir

John Abel is being remembered as
“man with a passion.”

Tributes continue to pour in for Mr.
Abel, who died at Southlake Regional
Health Centre on Thursday afternoon
at the age of 64 surrounded by his wife
Tracy, family and close friends; his
final act of giving being a double lung
transplant for a patient in need, his
family confirms.

Mr. Abel had been hospitalized since
December 2, just over 24 hours after his
eight years as Aurora’s Deputy Mayor
came to an end.

“We are all devastated at the tragic

Continued on page 6

Mrakas promises “more liveable
community” in first address as Mayor

By Brock Weir

Aurorans want a “more vibrant, more
liveable community” that respects our
past while also looking ahead to the
future, according to Mayor Tom Mrakas
in his inaugural address last Tuesday
night, which set addressing the issue
of stable neighbourhoods as priority
number one.

Mayor Mrakas, along with Councillors
Harold Kim, Wendy Gaertner, Sandra
Humfryes, Michael Thompson, Rachel
Gilliland and John Gallo were formally
sworn in as the 2018 — 2022 Aurora
Council before a packed Council
Chamber on December 4.

The next four years, said Mayor
Mrakas, represent a “pivotal point in
Aurora’s history” that will take fitting
together several important puzzle pieces
to achieve collective goals. Among
those puzzle pieces are addressing
the needs of Aurora’s so-called stable
neighbourhoods, addressing the issues
of affordable and accessible housing,

Continued on page 25

...as a new one begins - Town Clerk Michael deRond congratulates Mayor Tom Mrakas after
presenting him with his Chain of Office at the inaugural meeting of the 2018 - 2022 Council

on Tuesday night.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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~Delivery Credits are available on retail purchase/lease of select new 2018 and 2019 Lexus vehicles from a Canadian Lexus Dealer and will be applied after taxes have been charged on the full amount of the negotiated price. Vehicle must be purchased/leased, registered and delivered by January 2nd, 2019.. *Lease offers provided through Lexus Financial Services, on approved credit. *Representative lease example based on a 2019 RX 350 sfx ‘A'
on a 40 month term at an annual rate of 2.9% and Complete Lexus Price of $57,557. Bi-weekly lease payment is $258 with $6,180 down payment or equivalent trade in, $0 security deposit and first bi-weekly lease payment due at lease inception. Total of 86 bi-weekly lease payments required during the lease term. Total lease obligation is $28,581. *Representative lease example based on a 2019 IS 300 AWD sfx ‘A’ on a 40 month term at an annual
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and insurance are extra. Lexus Dealers are free to set their own prices. Limited time offers only apply to retail customers at participating Lexus Dealers. Dealer order/trade may be required (but may not be available in certain circumstances). Offers are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Offers are effective beginning December 1st
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Sports personalities return to roots in Aurora’s Hometown Hockey

R e

By Jake Courtepatte

He may be known now as the face of
Roger’s Hometown Hockey, or the host
of CBC’s Hockey Night in Canada, or
simply as the man to Don Cherry’s left,
but for 23 years, Ron MacLean donned
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EX . :
T professionals deliver
S @i"'@ Consistent Compassionate
_«« Careinthe comfort of one’s
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the referee’s stripes.

Spliting  his time between the
broadcaster’s suit and the zebra uniform
in junior, minor pro, and university
leagues across Canada, it was in the
late nineties when his on-ice work first
brought him working with the Junior A
Aurora Tigers.

“When I officiated the Tigers, my
officiating would take partin Newmarket
or Richmond Hill for whatever reason,”
said MacLlean in a phone interview.
“Maybe the Tigers played home games
on Saturday nights, and I'm usually a
little preoccupied Saturday nights.”

Macl.ean, of course, refers to his
position as the head honcho of the famed
Hockey Night in Canada broadcast, a
post he held from 1986-2014, and again
since 2016 after a brief restructuring
stint.

Off the ice, his connections to the
Town of Aurora may have played an
even more significant role in his rise to
the top of the broadcasting world: it was
Bill Yuill, namesake to the St. Andrew’s
College varsity hockey captain’s trophy
presented each year, who first gave
MacLean his first big break.

“He was a Medicine Hat, Alberta guy
that hired me to do radio in Red Deer,”
said MaclLean, who entered the business
in 1978. “He’s a huge benefactor of St.
Andrew’s College, he loved the College
and would get me to come and speak at
it.”
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Former Humboldt Broncos players Ryan Straschnitzki, Xavier Labelle, Layne Matechuk and
Jacob Wassermann come to centre ice at the Aurora Community Centre on Saturday night to
a thunderous standing ovation.

St. Andrews’s was given the star
treatment by Maclean and the
Hometown Hockey crew in a segment
during last weekend’s broadcast from
the Aurora Community Centre, where
thousands poured in between the two-day
festival before climaxing with the national
broadcast Sunday evening;

“This 1s a privilege playing a game
against UCC,” said varsity hockey coach
David Manning in the piece, speaking to

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

his team before a game against Upper
Canada College in November. “We've
been playing these guys for 120 years.
That’s special. There aren’t many rivalries
in sport that are 120 years long, let alone
hockey.”

One of the top preparatory programs
in the country, MacLean said he was able
to catch a game on the road a few seasons
back.

Continued on page 20

\Tara Slone meets Aurora residents outside the ACC during Rogers Hometown Hockey.

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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The Aurora Community Centre was the scene of a two-day carnival atmosphere as the community welcomed Rogers Hometown Hockey. The parking lot was transformed into a hockey won-
derland complete with photo ops, a tribute to the Maple Leafs, and hockey-themed circus acts. Auroran photos by

Arthritis:

New Approach
Delivers
Remarkable
Results

If you suffer from Arthritis you need
to be aware of effective advancements
that can eliminate years of pain,
suffering, immobility and frustration.

You may have told your doctor
you suffer with one or more of the
following: sore, stiff knees, painful
achy hips, low back pain, mid back
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain.

You may find that your pain
or stiffness affects your work,
housekeeping,  leisure  activities,
exercise, sports or other activities. You
go to the drug store or to your doctor
and get pills to help relieve your pain.
But you find the pain keeps returning.
Alternatively, the doctor may refer
you to a specialist who may tell you
that surgery is needed or is an option
for you.

However, many people are hesitant
to have surgery given its invasive
nature. [t 1s important to know
that although surgery is sometimes
necessary, it is considered a last resort
in most cases.

Also, you may have heard that there
are serious health risks associated with
chronic use (or overuse) of pain pills or
anti-inflammatory drugs that include
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There 1s a new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach that has
helped many sufferers improve their

Advertorial

Glenn Rodger and Jake Courtepatte

lives dramatically: Laser therapy
uses light to favor and accelerate
the body’s natural healing processes.
The innovative Multiwave Locked
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe,
efficient and simultaneous effect on
pain, inflammation, swelling and
water retention, exceeding the limits
of traditional LLLT (Low power) and
concerns of HP (High power) laser

therapy.
What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a
90-95% relief of their symptoms,
more mobility, increased flexibility
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical
technology, with years of clinical
studies supporting its safety and
efficacy and we are very proud to offer
our patients effective solutions to their
recent or chronic conditions.

“This new, natural, safe and highly
effective approach has helped many
sufferers  improve their  lives
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve
the results you deserve! Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and
examination at King West Wellness Centre
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hull (In
the Home Hardware Plaza)
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Police’s new naming and
shaming is “ugly, life-
altering practice,” says
reader

After reading your editorial and
hearing about this issue in other news
this past week, I welcome the chance to
respond.

While I am not a lawyer, I certainly
have dealt with law enforcement officials
enough over the years to know the law
is not always applied equally and fairly
to all. Thankfully we have the courts to
sort out what 1s fair and correct.

Most experts that I have heard weigh
in on this particular subject don’t seem
to think it will stand a constitutional
challenge. (I wonder who foots the bill
for that exercise...).

That being said, since when do the
police get to decide these policies? They
are not elected by the people. Making
off the cuff remarks as justification for
this change such as they have about
incidences not declining enough to suitis
irresponsible. The laws have changed to
lower limits and enforcement practices
have undergone cost cutting that result
in “blitzes” now instead of regular
officers on duty doing the enforcement.

Could this have any effect on their
stats?

To add to the mix, someone (don’t
know where this one came from!) has
decided officers can now do away with
their reasonable suspicion requirement
and are now planning to make every
stopped driver take the test. 1984 is not
far off!

If elected officials decide on policy
changes that help the community
(and they are lawful) I would hope
they at least insist on the person being
convicted before this ugly, life altering
practice begins.

I am not in favour of anyone driving
impaired... or distracted... or while
putting on makeup... or while arguing
or any number of other accident
causing preventable situations but we
don’t shame those people, nor should
we.

I guess they don’t have groups
for victims of those people who can
successfully lobby our police.

P. Service
Aurora

On the other hand...

I would just like to pass on my
thoughts  regarding  the
publishing the names of those convicted
of DUIL I'm in favour. If there is a
chance it willinfluence people’s attitudes
and behaviours related to drinking and
driving it’s worth doing.

Police

Donna U
Aurora

—THE AURORAN —

www.TheAuroran.com

@TheAuroranNews
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Remembering John Abel

It wasn’t that long ago when he just
stopped what he was doing, looked
down, widening his eyes just a little bit,
and then proceeding with just a little
bit more tentativeness than he had just
moments before.

It wasn’t a unique reaction. Many
people in his new position had already
done the same, more have done the
same since.

But, from that deliberate start just
over eight years ago, he soldiered on.
Gradually becoming more comfortable
in his role — and the little silver digital
voice recorder I took out of my pocket
just seconds before those bespectacled
eyes widened, so much so that just a few
weeks ago he remarked with no small
degree of pride about how comfortable
he now was with his natural candour as
soon as I hit the dreaded red “Record”
button.

John Abel was a newbie at that time.
Although he was well known to local
families through his involvement in
sports activities with local youth, he
was, as far as politicians go, a veritable
greenhorn.

Despite his initial nerves in that first
interview as he began his first, and
ultimately successful stab at securing
a seat around the Council table, he
acquitted himself well. Articulating
his positions clearly and showing signs
of that strength of character that was
to become, in my opinion, one of the
hallmarks of his eight years on Council,
particularly when he
decided to go against the current of
prevailing opinions around the Council
table.

It is this backbone, along with a
deep devotion to this community and
an inimitable sense of humour and
kindness that I am remembering this
week as the community grapples with
the reality of John Abel’s untimely
death last Thursday afternoon, aged
just 64.

In a way, it seemed almost fitting
that our politician-reporter relationship
came full circle in what sadly turned
out to be our final formal interview
together. Although we spoke to each
other a few more times in person
after that, including his last Council
meeting on November 27, and just
after he finished giving testimony as a
witness in a civil matter on November
30, just hours before his eight years as
Aurora’s Deputy Mayor formally drew
to a close, and less than 48 hours before
he collapsed at his home on December

occasionally

BROCK’S
BANTER

Brock Weir

2, our last telephone conversation has
added poignancy in retrospect.

“It was probably one of the most
rewarding and enriching experiences
in my life, being an elected official,”
he said at the end of the chat, before
turning his attention to his relationship
with the press. “I just never thought
I would be doing any of this, being
elected and how much I learned about
my community and myself.

“I don’t know if you remember the
first time you had a recorder going,” he
continued. “I was quite nervous. Now I
am quite candid, knowing we all have a
role in this.”

Did I remember the first time I had
that recorder going? In all honesty,
it was hard to forget. He was indeed
nervous, and, indeed, he did become
quite candid. If you went to John Abel
with a question, you could always be
sure, thanks to this candour, that he
would actually tell you exactly what he
thought on a subject, rather than simply
tell you what you want to hear.

That caused some consternation
in some quarters, but that might have
been the secret to John Abel’s electoral
success in his back to back Council runs.
People knew who he was, knew what
they were going to get, and, of course,
they liked what they saw.

John Abel wore his heart on his sleeve
outside of the political arena as well.

He was an unabashed lover of all
things musical. Whether you popped
into the Aurora branch of the Royal
Canadian Legion, took part in the
Terry Fox Run, went into Aw, Shucks,
or strolled through the Aurora Farmers’
Market at any point over the last eight
years, chances are that you probably
have an image of your mind of John
Abel with his guitar in hand, often
donning a Stetson, belting out a tune
with his distinctive country twang.

It was a love of music that he passed
down to the next generation, relishing
any opportunity he had to share his son

Eric’s successes on the musical stage
at Stratford and beyond, or, in the last
couple of months of the most recent
mayoral race, making sure he had the
time to practice his steps for his father-
of-the-bride dance at his daughter
Devon’s autumn wedding to Ian.

Personally, I remember with a smile
the time he took to come over to our
offices here at The Auroran to loan me
a special edition magazine dedicated to
Lucille Ball he and his wife Tracy had
purchased, as he took special note my
own personal interest — or, some would
say, healthy passion — for the redhead
and I Love Lucy. His enthusiasm for
it was such that when I returned it to
him at a Council meeting, fully read, a
few weeks later, I was subjected to an
impromptu pop quiz! (I think I passed
with flying colours!)

Rest in peace, John.

A FITTING TRIBUTE

Over the next few weeks, I am sure
many people will be brainstorming a
fitting tribute to the late John Abel.
There is no shortage of opportunities
in this Town — from a municipal facility
to a trail link — that might be a lasting
legacy for a man that contributed eight
years of his life for what he envisioned
was the betterment of Aurora.

In my mind, however, there would
be no fitter tribute than rededicating
the band shell at Town Park in his
honour.

The band shell at the northwest
corner of the popular green space was
often a centre of John Abel’s activities.

Whether he was helping three
young siblings make their dream
fundraising concert a reality, taking
the stage himself, or organizing a
weekend music festival there a reality
through his work with Music Aurora,
he was there.

The bandshell provided a backdrop
for the international Making Peace
exhibition he tirelessly worked to bring
to Aurora, and it was also the focal
point for many thousands of people
who gathered in Town Park to watch
the Tragically Hip’s farewell concert,
an event he was determined to make a
reality here in Town, come hell or high
water — and an achievement he looked
back on with no small degree of pride.

If there is anything in this Town
that can or should be dedicated to the
late John Abel, the Town Park Band
Shell certainly has my vote.
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The Aurora Museum
& Archives
is celebrating...

The Bowler Hat!
(December 17, 1849)

This photo (994.35.53) is somewhat of a mystery — our records have no information about
who these people are, where they are standing, or what year the photo was taken. Although
one thing that we are certain of is that the gentleman is wearing a bowler hat. First sold on
December 17, 1849, this style of hat was invented by London hat-makers Thomas and William
Bowler at the request of Edward Coke, who was looking for an alternative to the top hat.
Coke reportedly paid 12 shillings for the world’s first bowler hat — but only after stomping on

it two times to test its strength!

— NAFTA to USMCA; Not Just Loss of “Free” Trade —

Recently the Liberal Government
agreed to the next version of NAFTA,
now called the USMCA.

How should the success of this
new trade agreement be measured?
To adequately evaluate the new
agreement, the following three issues
should be considered:

Loss of Sovereignty vs. Trade Deal

The USMCA is not just a simple
free trade agreement between
states, it also contains clauses that
constrain Canada’s freedom to set
our own political and economic
agenda; our sovereignty. Chapter
33 limits Canada’s independence in
monetary policy, and Chapter 32.10
states that the US must approve all
future Canadian trade deals for our

continued participation in USMCA.
Managed Trade vs. Free Trade

The USMCA replaces some “free
trade” elements with “managed
trade” conditions that restrict
Canada’s participation in the North
American market. The USMCA
gives American farmers increased
access to Canada, while also
eliminating regulations slanting the
playing field in favour of the US. It
also caps the growth of the Canadian
Auto sector and raises Canada’s
cost of production jeopardizing
our competitiveness. Additionally,
the USMCA extends US patent
protection resulting in higher drug
costs for Canadians

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

No Relief on Punishing Tariffs

In June, the Trump administration
imposed punishing tariffs on Canadian
steel and aluminum, on the basis that
these imports posed a threat to US
national security. It was assumed that
these tariffs would be lifted once a
new trade deal was signed. Not only
do these tanffs still exist, there is also a
new protocol that makes it easier for the
US to impose future national-security
related tariffs against Canada.

Severe limitations on our sovereignty,
increased restrictions on our “free”
trade, and punitive tariffs are elements
that ensure this is a worse deal for
Canada. But is a worse deal better
than no deal because it removes the
uncertainty? However, the uncertainty
remains. There is no timeline for
when the tariffs will be lifted, and no
guarantee that new ones will not be
imposed. The impact of the restrictive
monetary policy and our
inability to diversify through future

clauses

trade deals is unknown. Additionally,
the negative impact of caps on growth
and the increased costs of production,
may drive jobs and future investment
out of Canada.

But was this the best deal Canada
could get?

To answer that question, the
government’s actions outside of the
negotiating room must be considered.
Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
levied veiled criticism of the American
President during a speech she gave in
Washington, and participated in the
“Taking on the Tyrant” panel discussion
which compared Trump with Syria’s
Bashar al-Assad and Russia’s Vladimir
Putin, all amid NAFTA negotiations.
Regardless of personal opinions, this is
not behavior befitting Canada’s highest
diplomat during a free trade negotiation.

Furthermore, at the G7 in Charlevoix
Quebec, Prime Minister Trudeau made
inappropriate comments directed at
President Trump which were not taken
lightly.

This pattern of undiplomatic behavior
ensured that Canada did not receive the
best trade deal. Now, Canadians must
decide whether Canada should accept a
bad deal rather than no deal.

As always, please feel free to contact
me by e-mail: Leona.Alleslev@parl.
gc.ca, phone: (905) 773-8358, or drop by
my office at 12820 Yonge St., suite 202
in Richmond Hill. My team and I are
always here to help.

‘Twas Two Weeks Until Christmas 2018

“Twas two weeks until Christmas,

and far north of here

Santa’s workshop prepped for
the big night of cheer.

The old elf for a moment was

taking a break
And catching up on all those
decisions to make

Aurora, for example, was
always a task
Frequently requesting
some impossible ask
Funds, buildings, traffic
calming, tried Santa’s powers
They even once asked he
remove some cell towers

Their likely expectations,
filled him with dread

And explained the sudden
dull ache in his head

He had best be prepared,

so taking a seat
He skimmed some Aurorans
and put up his feet

But ‘stead of needing more things,
St Nick would soon find
That the Town was working
to make up its own mind
Rather than asking for things,
of every stead
They were now taking control,
and moving ahead

MPPs and the mayor,
Santa Claus found
Had been shuffled resulting
in new ones in Town
E’en a Federal riding had
changed direction
And this in a year when there
was no election!

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Another action that caught
St Nick by surprise
Council had volunteered
to reduce its size

He mused why this year

this had prompted a “go”
When for years Council’s viewpoint
had always been “no”

This sudden new direction
left Santa vexed
In 2022 could a ward
system be next?
But whatever the reason for
this new change in tack
The reindeer would be happy
fewer gifts he’d need pack

But the news that made
Santa jump out of his chair
Was the Town moving forward

on Library Square
For 20 years that one had
been argued each way
To see it built Santa felt he’d
not see the day

Reading on further Santa was
visibly stunned
To see the cost would come from

the Town’s Hydro Funds
The Town was long reluctant to

access this stash
And this scheme would swallow
up most of the cash

As Santa read with great awe
about all of this
He marveled at all the things
he had missed
Arenas were now serving much
healthier fare
At Hallmark the call “play ball”
would be in the air

Aurora United was planning
its venue
Food and wine would be
on the Armoury menu
Neighbourhoods were stabilizing
more than in past
Williams High School was bound,
for Bayview at last

Santa put down the papers

and pondered a lot
With the Town making
decisions, they now needed naught

This year no infrastructure,

they’d be requiring
At this rate Santa Claus could
think of retiring!

Aurorans were confident,
and their future clear
So Santa’s team could bypass
their Town Hall this year
He’d instead wish them good luck,
if they would heed it
‘Cause based on experience,
they’d probably need it.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com
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TIME TRAVELLER’S
DIARY

By Rachel Dice
Volunteer, Aurora Museum & Archives

A Gift Yule

Remember

With just under two weeks to
go until Christmas, we are all in a
tizzy making sure that everything is
prepared for the upcoming holiday
season. You might have a list quite a
bitlike Santa’s that you’re checking at
least twice—a list of gifts and people
to buy for. For those of us who are
scrambling to find something for the
more difficult people on our lists, the
December issues of the 1914 Aurora
Banner have plenty of holiday gift
advice for those last-minute shoppers.

Christmas in 1914 was an
interesting affair. The First World
War was raging in Europe, and while
there had been hope the war would be
over by Christmas, it was beginning
to look like that wouldn’t be the case.
The local paper urged Aurorans
to continue as
Christmas as merry as it has ever
been. The advice was to “buy gifts,
give gifts, and keep things normal
here while helping to care for the
distressed, wounded, and bereaved”
(Aurora Banner, November 26,
1914). Other advertisements remind
readers not to forget an annual
Christmas gathering, and to forgive
the absence of Santa Claus as he has
gone to fight the war. Undoubtedly,
Aurorans were doing their best to
celebrate the season with enough
zeal to rival the Yuletide feasts of old.

Clearly, the most difficult part of
Christmas is deciding just what to
get for our friends and family. One
advertisement urged Aurorans to get
all they can out of Christmas and
enjoy the atmosphere by making their
own gifts (Aurora Banner, December
3, 1914) There’s nothing more
wonderful than receiving a scarf
knitted just for you, or a patchwork
quilt made with love in each stitch.
Making homemade gifts can help
send the message that Christmas is a
giving time, meant for showing loved
ones how much you appreciate them.

If homemade  gifts aren’t
your  style—and  truly, that’s
understandable since at the time of
writing I still have a blanket, two
scarves, and one more hat to knit—
then thankfully there are other
options. A gift list published on
December 14, 1914 provided plenty
of fun suggestions for him, her, and
the family home.

Popular gifts of the season for
the house were corn poppers,
piano lamps, or luminous radiators.
Looking for gifts for a man on your
list? A cigar lighter comes highly
recommended, as well as a shaving
mug or a bedside reading lamp.
Need some gifts for the ladies on
your list? An art glass table lamp
might be a good idea, or even a hot
water kettle or coffee percolator. If
those gifts fail to tickle your fancy,
then there is always home medical
devices, which were pretty popular
in 1914 for treating cases of hysteria
and discomfort.

So, wherever you find yourself
this holiday season, remember to
keep up the spirit of giving and be
thankful that Santa Claus won’t be
off fighting the war this time around!

normal and make
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Eight-year deputy mayor died Thursday in hospital

From page 1

news of former Deputy Mayor John
Abel’s passing,” said Mayor Tom
Mrakas in a statement issued Friday
morning. “This is a very difficult time
for everyone as we remember our time
with John. John was loved by so many
In our community.

“This community has lost a great
man who has done so much for Aurora
over the years. On behalf of Council
and staff, we are all deeply saddened
by John’s passing and our prayers are
with his wife Tracy and the whole Abel
family at this difficult time.”

Following his death, flags across
Aurora were lowered as a mark of
respect. A condolence book was made
available for the community at Town
Hall while Sunday night’s Rogers
Hometown Hockey broadcast paid on-
air tribute to his contributions.

Visitations will be held at Thompson
Funeral Home (530 Industrial Parkway
South) on Thursday, December 13 and
Friday, December 14, each day from 2
—4 p.m., and 6 — 8 p.m. A celebration
of life will take place Monday from 2 —
6 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion
(105 Industrial Parkway North).

Mr. Abel was first elected to Council
in 2010. Coming in first amongst
the top eight highest vote-getters in
the Council race, he succeeded Bob
McRoberts as Aurora’s Deputy Mayor.

He retained this post in the 2014
Council Election.

Following his bid for the Mayor’s Seat
this fall, he said in his final interview

with The Auroran that he looked back
on the last eight years with a great deal
of pride.

“I basically came in from volunteer
coaching in the Little League and, by
the end of it, I was involved in several
aspects of the community, whether it
is cultural, supporting organizations
or supporting youth,” he said, noting
how much he valued the opportunity
to serve on the Boards of the Aurora
Seniors’ Association, the Aurora Sports
Hall of Fame, the Aurora Cultural
Centre, and more.

He said he was particularly proud of
the push he made at the Council table
that helped lead to securing the land for
what i1s now Mavrinac Park (formally
Thomas Coates Park), advocacy for
a new home for Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School slated for Bayview
Avenue at Borealis, the Town’s purchase
of the historic Aurora Armoury at the
northeast corner of Town Park, and
advocating for a new Cultural Services
Agreement between the Town and the
Aurora Cultural Centre.

Mr. Abel helped tackle the Cultural
Services agreement in his earliest days
on Council and said it was the issue that
helped him “cut his teeth” and find his
mettle as a politician.

“It made me realise I could stand up
to people who oppose me and stand
there for what I believed,” he shared.
“I was proud that I was able to do that
with the Cultural Services Agreement,
knowing now that the relationship is
just fantastic. I am not saying it wasn’t,

# Manicure
% Pedicure
* Waxing

HOURS:

Mon-Fri 10am - 7.30pm
Saturday 10am - 6pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm
CLOSED HOLIDAYS

John Abel and wife Tracy are pictured here at Father's Moustache on Election Night in

October.

because it was very good before with
Mayor Morris setting it up, but we
wanted to have a little more oversight
and being involved like the other
organizations by bringing a budget
forward and that sort of thing. I think
that relationship was really improved.”

In looking back on the life and
legacy of Mr. Abel, former mayor
Geoff Dawe paid tribute to the tenacity
his eight-year deputy had in standing
up for what he believed, even if they
didn’t always see eye to eye on the issue
at hand.

“John was certainly very passionate
about what he believed in and he was
always very forceful about it. You never
doubted his passion, for sure,” he said.

Mr. Dawe said they had “a lot of
fun” together, particularly in their first
term of Council when the then-Mayor,
Deputy Mayor, and then-councillor
Paul Pirri pooled their musical talents
to form the tongue-in-cheek band they
dubbed “The Council Critters.”

Indeed, music was another passion
for Mr. Abel, evidenced in his work on
many cultural initiatives, including the
foundation of Music Aurora, which
has spearheaded the popular Aurora
Winter Blues Festival and numerous
initiatives to support up-and-coming
youth musicians.

“John’s tireless support, vision and

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

involvement in the arts, culture and
sports in the Town of Aurora have
made our community a better place for
all of us today and going forward,” said
Music Aurora in a statement. “His true
passion for music and live performances
helped instill a dynamic music scene at
the grassroots level in Aurora, whether
it be on the streets, in the parks, or any
one of the many indoor venues — John
was always involved either performing
on stage or behind the scenes making it
happen for the enjoyment and benefit
of his community.”

Mr. Dawe added he hoped people
would remember Mr. Abel for his
“commitment to his job and moving
the Town forward.”

This is a commitment Mr. Abel
was prepared to extend into the new
Council meeting.

“I wish everyone here the best of
luck,” he said in his final address, giving
his best wishes to Council members
who began the 2018-2022 term on
Saturday. “I know it is going to be a
challenge and you deserve nothing but
our support going forward, and I know
you have it. I wish everyone the best
and I thank everyone for giving me this
opportunity.”

John Abel is survived by his wife
Tracy, their daughter Devon, her
husband Ian, and their son Eric.
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Ground officially broken on Holiday Inn Express & Suites

By Brock Weir

They may have wanted to seek
shelter inside after huddling under a
tent in the grey, fall chill on Wednesday
afternoon, but Aurora’s newest hotel
won’t be ready to welcome guests until
early 2020.

Business representatives and
dignitaries gathered on Eric T. Smith
Waylast week to formally break ground
on Holiday Inn Express & Suites, the
second of two hotel constructions
now underway in Aurora.

Once complete, the six-storey hotel
will boast 110 rooms, 11 of which
will be accessible, along with 14
extra large king suites. Amenities will
include an indoor pool, board room,

meeting rooms, a fitness centre, and
two outdoor patios.

“We hope to be up and running
in twelve to 13 months from now,”
Aldo  Gottardo,  President  of
property owner Gottardo Group of
Companies, which is also developing
an adjacent property for an office
building, told The Auroran. “Aurora
is really a fledgling area with a lot of
new development.

“We have always wanted to be here
[and] we have a lot of major clients
here. Our whole thing is development
and we saw an opportunity coming
in here. We bought a nice site [near
Highway 404] which I think started
us off well. We want to be a resident
here. We have never been here before
building for ourselves, we have built for
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Dignitaries gathered 95 Eric T. Smith Way on Wednesday afternoon to formally break ground
on the 110-room Holiday Inn Express & Suites development, which is expected to open in early

2020.

others, but this is a good opportunity
to plant our roots here. Holiday Inn 1s
obviously a great opportunity to start.”
The Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Development is a development in
conjunction with InterContinental
Hotels Group (IHG). On hand for
Wednesday’s ground-breaking was
IGH’s Stuart Laurie who said the
company operates 5,500 hotels around
the world with 800,000 groups. 185
properties in their portfolio are in
Canada, representing 25,000 rooms.

“This 1s not just another dot on the
map,” said Mr. Laurie, addressing the
Gottardo Group. “We are honoured
and excited to be your partner. You
are the sponsors that are accepting
the risk and you will be living the
Holiday Inn Express brand every day.
Congratulations and we look forward
to the next one.”

Representatives from the Gottardo
Group on hand for the ceremony
paid tribute to the outgoing Council,
including former mayor Geoft Dawe,
as well as the Town of Aurora’s
Economic  Development  Office,

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

for helping make the Holiday Inn
development a reality.

Addressing Mayor Tom Mrakas,
who formally received the Chain of
Office less than 24 hours before, they
said he hoped he would “continue
to grow [the business community on
Aurora’s east side] more.”

“Thisisavery exciting opportunity,”
said Mayor Mrakas. “It 1s an exciting
opportunity due to the fact we’re
looking at becoming a premiere
destination when it comes to sports
tourism and this allows us to provide
the opportunity [for people] to have a
place to stay within our town. That is
a very exciting opportunity for us and
we’re looking forward to not only the
business and sports community, but for
everyone to come here and learn and
see the uniqueness of our town and
be able to stay here within our town,
shop, and create more business.”

Added Gottardo’s Peter Duma:
“Let’s hope we get a lot of the soccer
and hockey teams and everything else
on the weekends — and hope they
don’t beat up the hotel too bad!”
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COUNTRY TOY TEA RAISES $25,000 — The 14 Annual Country Toy Tea, an initiative that originated with a group of parents from Country Day School, gathered last week for a good cause,
raising $25,000 in donations and gift cards, along with 1,500 toys that will be distributed to Blue Door Shelters — Leeder Place Family Shelters, 360 Kids, Sandgate Women'’s Shelter, the Rose of
Sharon, Women'’s Centre of York Region, and York Centre for Youth & Family, for area families in need. This year’s Country Toy Tea, hosted in Aurora by Dawn Beswick, welcomed 325 women,
along with a group of elves and, of course, Santa Claus. Business sponsors this year included The Artsy Baker, COBS Bread (Aurora), Longo’s Supermarket, Nature’s Emporium, Starbucks Coffee
Company, The Roost Café, The McEwan Group, Hurst Bakery, Maunder’s Food Shop & Catering, Neal Brothers Foods, Summer Fresh, Tim Hortons, Black Forest Garden Centre, Higgins Event
Rentals, Inside Out Design/McFee Maintenance & Construction, Nella Food Equipment, Bloomsbury Design, Continental Cosmetics, Formula Brands Inc., Hempen Jewellers, James Dimitri Hair
Atelier, Joan Kelley Walker Designs, Legs & Lace, Panera Bread, Spot On Beauty, Two Sisters Winery, Canadian Tire, Estee Lauder, Hawk’s Nest Jewelry Studio, injoy boutique, Jaxx & Marbles,

Joia Restaurant, Locale Restaurant, Snapdragon Designs, Tara Mcgrath Photography, and Vanguard Hair.

Auroran photos by Diane Buchanan
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This time of the card games, Clean
year 1s full of happy Shave Canada with
music, wonderful shaving items for
decorations  and men, Coco and
cheerful spirits, Pea with wooden
but  has  been disc ornaments
interrupted this decorated by photo
year by the news of transfer, French
the sudden loss of a MUSINGS Girl Boutique

Jan Freedman . q
wonderful person, with handmade
former Councillor MARKET kimonos, kaftans
John Abel. and shawls,

John had a MUSINGS Gelmania with
long, informal gel candles, Great

association with the Aurora Farmers’
Market both in showing support for
us as well as organizing numerous
musical performances. The members
of the Board of the Farmers’ Market
and Artisan Fair join the vendors in
their sadness and in sending heartfelt
condolences to John’s family. We
certainly will miss him.

The Aurora Farmers’ Market and
Artisan Fair 1s hosting one special
Christmas Indoor Market on Saturday,
December 15 at the Aurora Cultural
Centre from 9 am. to 1 p.m. There
will be vendors both wupstairs and
downstairs. Along with many of
your favourite vendors, there will be
several new vendors and we will have
something for everyone.

Pioneer Honey is the only farmer
coming this time with his amazing
honey and honey products. He will be
joined by the following food vendors:
Jan’s Country Pantry and Preserves,
Catharina’s Kitchen with cookies,
scones, squares, soup and coffee, Café
Louise Bakehouse with bread and
pastries, Pascal Poilbout with soups,
French pastries, biscuits and packages
of crepes, Ginger’s Cupcakes and
Desserts with squares, brownies and
gingerbread kits and Nutritious with
grainless granola.

Among the many and diverse artisans
youwillfind: EvaNagywith handcrafted
fabric items and seasonal gift items,
Beading Mama with elaborately
beaded jewellery, Blue Sky Accessories
and jewellery, Brainy Games with
laser cut games, magnetic puzzles and

Turnings with turned wooden items
including pens, Green Leaf Designs
and jewellery, Heartsease Co. with
crocheted items, therapy packs, tote
bags, aprons and dishtowels, Hydemark
with welded ornaments, Judy Weagle
with books she has written, Katie
Argyle and Minda Davis with ceramic
items, cards, paintings and pins, Kibo
Natural Body care with natural soaps,
lotions and lip balms, Limitless Jewels
with sterling silver jewellery and scarves,
Diggin up Bones and dog treats and
dog care products, Michelle Zikovitz
with handwoven basketry items, baby
blankets and seasonal ornaments, Janet
Allin with a selection of stained glass
items, The Bear’s Den with socks,
mittens and bears, and Whiskey Jack
Flowers with plants, wreaths, flower
arrangements and gifts using plants.

We are so pleased to announce that
the music for the day will be presented
by well-known local musician Glenn
Marais.

There will be a mix of music styles
which will include some seasonal
favourites.

Please plan to include a stop at the
Cultural Centre to take in the Farmers’
Market’s  Christmas Market on
Saturday, December 15 between 9 a.m.
and | p.m. to discover more treasures
to enhance your holiday planning.

This is our last Market until we
return in May to Wells Street and
Town Park.

Have a wonderful holiday season
and good health and happiness wishes
for 2019!

A=

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA
MCALPINEFORD.COM
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_YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

905-841-0800
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LIGHTING UP THE
DARKNESS
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3 bunches 3509

Add 250 ml canola ol
and chopped scallions

in a sauce pan. Set stove
temperature between
medium and high.

Stir fry scallions

around 10 to 15 minutes,
until the oil turns a

light green color.

HILITLE: EvE CANRCHLA

7l
|_wmdaur

500 mil B

W,

Table Salt e
fd" »' ’j /
. | mEn _,-f’r

(1TSP) (7 TBSP) (1 TBSP)

Add all three ingredients showing above, keep stirring
around 1 to 2 minutes, turn off the stove and use as

“Scallion Sauce” later. (Good for 3 servings).

Over 100 people filled the forecourt of Town Hall last Wednesday night for the Town'’s Second
Annual Menorah Lighting Ceremony. The Menorah was lit on the fourth day of the eight-day
festival of lights, commemorating the rededication of the Temple of Jerusalem in the second
century BC. To rededicate the temple, the Jewish people needed oil to light the Menorah, but
they could only find enough to keep the flames burning for one night. Miraculously, the oil
lasted for eight days. Wednesday night's ceremony was led by Rabbi Yossi Hecht of Chabad
Lubavich of Aurora. The first to light the Menorah at the event, which was also attended by
Councillors Harold Kim, Rachel Gilliland and Wendy Gaertner, along with representatives from
MPs Leona Alleslev and Kyle Peterson, was Mayor Tom Mrakas. Inside, there were a variety of
fun and games - and fresh donuts and latkes for all. Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Gy

Presents

"YSO HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR”

Saturday, December 22
3:30PM & 8PM
at Trinity Anglican Church
in Aurora
79 Victoria St.

Join us for a YSO tradition
Our annual holiday concert,
is filled with cheerful seasonal favourites

and the ever popular audience sing-a-long. == S (905) 726-1313

Bring the family along for this - 84 First Commerce Drive, Unit 5, Aurora
delightful winter concert. - _

Tickets: Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $15
Call: York Symphony at (416) 410-0860
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Risk is essential in advancing Aurora, says
Deputy Mayor Kim

2018 - 2018
Council members
outline visions
for next four years

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted

legal advice since 1983

Councillor Harold Kim has an

issue, and it lies with people who say
Council members should shy away
from taking risks.

“The magnitude of the reward is
commensurate with the risk you take,”
said Councillor Kim last Tuesday
night at the inaugural meeting of the
2018 — 2022 Council.

The top vote-getter in the October
22 Council stakes, Councillor Kim
succeeds the late John Abel as
Aurora’s Deputy Mayor.

In his first address from this new
position, the Councillor began his
second term at the table by bringing
big issues down to a local level.

Addressing his fellow Council
members, he said it 1s his hope
they all work well together “for

% %urm'a %m[/y
DENTAL

(905) 727-3322

New Patient Special!

From December 1st, 2018 until March 30th, 2019 we are
running a children’s campaign to promote healthy smiles /
happy smiles. During this time period, all children who
become new patients at our practice will have their Hygiene

visits completed for $99.00.

Giving Back To The Community!

For the month of December we are running both a

food drive and a coat drive. We will accept all coats
and all non-perishable food donations.

For over 30 years, Aurora Family Dental has been creating beautiful smiles!
Our patient-centered practice offers a holistic approach to dental care with
an equal commitment to preventative, restorative, and cosmetic dentistry.

A Brighter Smile For A Healthier You!

www.aurorafamilydental.ca | 25 Wellington Street East, Aurora, Ontario

the betterment of the community”
regardless of whose ideas are being
put forward.

“It is my hope that whichever and
whomever’s ideas move forward that
we work as a team to get the project
through to completion,” he said. “In
the end, each of us are proxies to
the people. It is recognized that that
part of politics is the existence of
the official opposition where parties
who aren’t in power are expected to
criticize those that are. However, the
municipal arena 1s not partisan — and
for good reason; it is a community
of people who live together in tight
quarters. We see each other on the
street, walking our dogs, grocery
shopping and at the local community
centres. My hope is that going forward
we, as a community of neighbours,
can work together for the success of
this neighbourhood we call home,
without personal agendas.”

Citing work on the last Council that
went towards laying the groundwork
for the development of Library
Square and the ongoing renovations
at the historic Aurora Armoury
to make way for a new campus of
Niagara College’s Canadian Food &
Wine Institute, Councillor Kim said
both were “worthwhile risks” for
Aurora to take.

“There are those in Town who
say we should not take any risk
with Town resources, but I tell you
what: the magnitude of the reward
1s commensurate with the risk you
take,” he said. “You know the saying:
you can’t take a hit unless you take
the bat off your shoulders. Taking
no risk means we do not advance the
wellbeing of the Town. Essentially,
it was status quo because we were
hamstrung by fear.

“Municipalities are the best first
responders to real social issues that
affect our neighbourhoods and
communities. I would like Aurora to
be a conduit for dialogue on issues of
social conscience at other levels of
government... We have our ears to
the ground... Dialogue begins with
us. We my not have the budget at the
municipal level [on some big ticket
items] but we can certainly initiate
a dialogue with the Province to get
the ball rolling. We need the spirit of
volunteerism to be alive and well in
Aurora. Let’s make it all our goals to
make this happen.”

WENDY
GAERTNER

Wendy Gaertner began her fifth
consecutive term on Council by
outlining how she sees her role.

“I see my job as helping residents
and local businesses solve problems,
taking care of our community,” said
Councillor Gaertner, offering her
gratitude for her campaign team and
her two children, for their support
and energy. “Going forward, now is
the time to put protections in place
for our stable neighbourhoods. They
are long overdue.

“Planning Library Square is now
underway. Some cautions though:
adequate, accessible parking is
required, for this community hub
will not be inclusive for those with
mobility challenges, including our
seniors. To know if the approved cost
and design of the Square is viable,
engineering studies on underground
water and the foundation of the
Church Street School must be done
now. It is crucial to have business
operations and use plans in place
before Council makes any final
decision on the square. Taxpayers
deserve to know how much this
complex will cost them to run.

“I believe that this Council has
the responsibility to do everything
possible to mitigate causes and
effects of climate change and severe
weather. All our decisions, including
designs for new buildings, should
have higher regard for this reality.

“In closing, I hope that this
Council will welcome community
input and govern with caring and
common sense.”

1:00pm - 3:00pm

From my family to yours, all the best for a wonderful holiday season.

Sunday, January 13, 2019

At the Aurora Family Leisure Complex
135 Industrial Parkway North

b o)

e N

Onitario

Christine Elliott

MPP - Newmarket-Aurora

Please join me for a post holiday community family skate:

Our Constituency Office
16635 Yonge Street, Unit 22, Newmarket, ON L3X 1V6 | Tel 905-853-9889 Fax 905-853-6115

Toll Free: 1-800-211-1881 | Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org / www.christineelliottmpp.ca




Council’s Class of 2018 - 2022 officially
take their seats

SANDRA
HUMFRYES

Councillor Sandra Humfryes began
her third term with a shout-out to,
among others, her mother-in-law Beth
Humfryes, a third-generation Aurora
resident.

“I hope you’re proud of us because
it is your legacy we’re carrying on,”
said Councillor Humfryes, her voice
breaking at Tuesday’s inaugural,
highlighting legacy projects of the last
Council, including the Armoury and
Library Square.

“I am beyond honoured and beyond
privileged to have gained your trust
and confidence to represent you here
on Council for another four years,”
she told the audience. “I had eight
amazing years previous, another four
will be exciting. The groundwork is laid
— Library Square, the Armoury — we’re
going to have an incredible, amazing
downtown that you’re going to love.
We are going to work really hard to do
what you expect from us. We owe it to
you and I know the great leadership we
have this evening is going to get a lot of
work done and we’re going to have a lot
of fun while doing it. I can’t wait for the
next four years!”

MICHAEL
THOMPSON

MICHAEI]
I HOMPSON

COL TS

Councillor Thompson is also at the
start of his third term and, at the first
meeting of the new term, reiterated
Mayor Mrakas’ commitment to “get
things done.”

“It 1s an honour and a privilege to
have been re-elected to once again
serve and represent the residents of
Aurora,” said Councillor Thompson.
“Although this will be my third term, I
still find 1t just as exciting an experience
as the first ime I was elected, and I am
very grateful for the trust and respect
the community has given me. As I
have done for the past eight years as
a member of Council, I will continue
to use my business expertise and
experience to help provide leadership,
strong financial management of our tax
dollars, and a practical and common-
sense approach to the issues.

“Aswe begin our new term of Council,
I believe our residents have spoken very
clearly about their expectations. They
wanted an experience Council that will
continue to work together to get things
done — and there is much to be done
this term. In particular, I am looking
forward to working with my colleagues
on the completion of Library Square,
the Armoury and our continuing efforts
to revitalize our downtown core.”

RACHEL
GILLILAND

Rachel Gilliland is the lone newcomer
to the Council table this term, having
secured victory on her very first election
campaign.

“Somebody asked me what was the
one thing you feel helped you win the
election and I thought, “That’s a good
question,” because it was an answer
Ijust could not pinpoint,” she said. “The
more thought I gave to that question the
more [ realised there was no one thing:
it was a multitude of things. There is
no doubt in my mind that pounding the
pavement and knocking on doors and
connecting with the community was
extremely important and rewarding
However, it was also the help I received
from so many other people.

“Whether you helped me with my
table displays, photographs, helped
make flyers, were part of my sign team
and editor, hosted a meet and greet, or
simply just connecting between more
people...It was all a huge role in my
success. Now it’s official; I am humbled,
honoured and am proudly ready to
serve the community.”
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JOHN
GALLO

Councillor John Gallo returns to the
Council table with six years of experience
under his belt, serving his first two years in
the last two of the 2006 — 2008 Council,
and the following four years after Aurora
residents voted him to serve again. After
running for mayor at the end of his term in
2014, he’s back — and back with a promise.

“While the election 1s over and the
expression of promises is thought to be over,
I'wanted to give you, the public, a promise:
a promise to work hard, to represent you
to the best interests and my ability and
to make decisions that reflect your best
interests,” he said, after thanking his wife
Anita, son Dante and daughter Tosca for
their support.

“Four years is a long time, a lot can be
accomplished. I look forward to working
with this new team. I can feel there is a
sincere desire to move this Town forward in
apositive direction and I am very glad to be
apartof that. I also wanted to acknowledge
the hard work and efforts of all the other
candidates that ran in the election. It is not
an easy thing to do to put your name out
there for public scrutiny and sometimes
praise. Their commitment to the Town
has not gone unnoticed and I look forward
to seeing their contributions in varying
capacities.”

restaurant e

14845 Yonge Street
Aurora
905.503.4800

catering e

e R F T ST e

LOCALE
KING CITY

12981 Keele Street (at King Rd.)
King City
905.833.2500

patio e

www.localerestaurants.ca

lounge
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Lions Club Christmas Campaign gets big boost
from Canadian Tire

By Brock Weir

The Christmas Season is here and
that means the Aurora Lions Club is
hard at work collecting toys, food, and
donations to help make the season
bright for local families in need.

Partnered once again with the
Salvation Army, the Lions’ Christmas
Program often benefits over 200 families
each year, costing the local service club
$10,000 and $12,000 annually to meet
demand.

This year, however, many families
will feel the spirit of the season thanks

Service You Can Trust. Since 1924

Install Your Fireplace Today!

FREE Remote Control on Qualifying Purchases.

905.727.4258 tholiver.com

Visit our showroom at 136 Wellington St. E.Aurora
(Call for Showroom Hours) *On select models / Call for details. Offer Expires Oct 31, 2018

Girls & Boys

For You:
Target
Rifle Shooting,
Biathlon,
Orienteering,
Camping,
Sports & Fitness,
Band,
Leadership Skills,
Canoeing,
First Aid,
Abseiling,
Travel,
Summer Camps,
and lots more!

P —

EZANAEIA

QOEEN,S YORK RANGER < Ages 12-18

2799 ARMY CADET COR®®

WINTER OPEN HOUSE & REGISTRATION
Friday January 4th, 6:45pm

John Graves Simcoe Armoury, 215 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora

(905) 726-8600 2799army@cadets.gc.ca
www.rangers2799.com

For Your parents:
Free
Uniforms,
Free Weekend
Activities,
Free
Summer

Camps.

No Registration
Fees!
Registration
cutoff is Feb. 1st.

Serving York Region
Since 1965

7 DAYS A WEEK

DNA

has a

Kitchen

with full menu

Friendly

Atmosphere

GREAT
FOOD

Great Prices!

LOTS OF
PARKING

OUT BACK

...do you know what DNA stands

Damn Nice Aurora!

On hand to celebrate the partnership between the Aurora Lions and Canadian Tire were,
from left, Lions Trudy, Ed, Michelle and Jim, and Canadian Tire's Lynn, Olivia, Sandra,
Michael and Akil.

to a generous donation of $3,100 from
the employees at Aurora’s Canadian
Tire.

Over the last month, employees at
the Bayview Avenue store have been
working hard to raise funds within the
store, whether making donations out
of pocket or deducted automatically
from their paycheques. The amount
raised by employees was subsequently
matched by store management.

“This was a big staff thing,” says
office manager Lynn Parkes. “We
worked really hard — we even bought
a set of Leafs tickets and raffled them
off. I was down here saying, ‘Don’t
forget the Christmas campaign at every
morning huddle — and every payday!’

“It was a lot of fun. Everyone was
encouraged by it and always had a
little story to bring every morning, and
it really helped people think about [the
community’s] needs.”

The Lions Club have spent the fall
doublingdownonraisingawarenessand
securing donations and partnerships
after deciding to forego their traditional
Christmas gift wrapping services this
year and directing their energies on

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

the groundwork.

“The Aurora Lions supply grocery
gift cards to all the needy in Aurora
and we work in conjunction with
the Salvation Army where we give
away non-perishable food, toys and
gifts at the same time,” says Lion Jim
Bondy, chair of the Christmas Basket
program. “Last year, we helped 161
needy families in Aurora and, last year,
it was 220. We’re a small club, so we’re
just hoping it is not going to be 220 this
year!”

Throughout the Christmas Basket
campaign, Mr. Bondy notes the Lions
will accept donations of non-perishable
foods and gifts of all kinds. There are
ten donation boxes set up throughout
the community, including at local fire
halls, all of which is collected at the
Salvation Army’s depot in Aurora
for organization and distribution on
December 18.

To arrange a donation, contact
Jim Bondy at jbondy@rogers.com or
call 905-591-1913. For more on this
campaign or the Aurora Lions Club,
visit
com.

www.aurora-lions-club-ontario.

Dine in only & with the
purchase of a drink

SEE YOU THERE!

15474 Yonge Street

Aurora 905-503-6500

(Yonge and Aurora Heights Dr.}

_.E @ dnabarandlounge.com

HOURS

MON - FRI 12:00pm - 2:00am
SAT 2:00pm - 2:00am
SUN 2:00pm - 2:00am
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Book your Staycation with us...
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Escape the Winter Blues with a Staycation!
Take a dip in the pool, workout in the gym, and enjoy our fine dining.
Resort-style living at Oak Ridges Retirement.

Put a little life in your lifestyle!

Making new friends is a great joy in life. At Oak Ridges you may find
new friends who have chosen the vibrant senior living in our community.
Wonderful new friendships await you

- people with the same values and lifestyle expectations as you have.

Living among new and old friends at Oak Ridges.

Call Leanne or Catherine to arrange
your winter staycation
(905) 773-4220

We look forward
to showing you around

’,
0 ﬂ[ g ; King Rd.
. . . A |
Retirement Community @z fW N
Bond Cres.

12925 Yonge St. Richmond Hill
Info@0akRidgesRetirement.com
OakRidgesRetirement.com
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_—~ 5LBBOX
clementines

product of Spain

20182566001

Canadian
Seafood

SKINLESS "™
fresh True North
- X L |
Becel margarine Atlantic salmon
chicken drumstick or thighs L selected varieties fillets
fresh 680/907 g subject to availability LB
20353327 3.90/kg 20297818002 20663397 19.80/kg

when you spend

$225 or more.
LIFE AT HOME®

PLUSH BLANKET 90 x 90 g d— 4 Coca-Cola or
up to $24.98 value s .
21045078 o Canada Dry soft drinks
! ¥ E'_“;-_. ; selected varieties, 24x355 mL 20566292

*Spend $225 or more before applicable taxes in a single transaction at any Real Canadian Superstore location and
receive free Life at Home plush blanket 90 x 90. Excludes purchase of tobacco, alcohol products, prescriptions, gift
cards, phone cards, lottery tickets, joefresh.com, all third party operations (post office, gas bars, dry cleaners, etc.) and
any other products which are provincially regulated. The retail value of up to $24.98 will be deducted from the total
amount of your purchase before sales taxes are appl|ed L|m|t one coupon per family and/or customer account. No cash

value. No copies. Coupon must be presented to the cashier at PC” spiral sliced r Pampers

purchase. Valid from Thursday, December 13th until closing Wednesday - -
bone-in ham S or Huggies

December 19th, 2018. Cannot be combined with any other coupons or
promotional offers. No substitutions, applewood or hickory =
0000 0850 20857240 Club Size

refunds or exchanges on free item. . SI?PL CA“AMAE 4

21168258 : Plus diapers

selected varieties
sizes 1-6

CHECKOUT LANES = w..: | | 5 -
OPEN GUARANTEED" -u5= | 998
EA

SATURDAY + SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM difficulties

Big on Fresh,

wune OW ON Price,

Farmer’s Market  Farmer’s Market’

russet or white _
potatoes | j | mini cucumbers

product of Canada, Canada no. 1 grade no.1grade
20601020001/20600997001 20737570001

6 COUNT

broccoli

product of U.S.A.
20145621001

15900 Bayview Avenue
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7Y3 . 905-726-9532
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Jury delivers mixed verdict in Pullano — Hinder trial

By Brock Weir

A “punch” did take place, but
it didn’t cause the injury former
council candidate Anthony Pullano
alleged in his civil assault lawsuit
against Magna’s Steve Hinder, a jury
ruled last week.

The six-member jury of four
women and two men delivered their
decision on Friday afternoon at the
end of a two-week trial following
nearly two days of deliberations.

They found that Mr. Hinder did
indeed “punch” Mr. Pullano at
a March 2014 political meeting,
but found it “caused no injury,”
ultimately awarding no damages to
the plaintiff.

Conversely, Mr. Hinder
awarded $50,000 in damages relating
to his countersuit of defamation
against Mr. Pullano, citing a number
of tweets posted over the last two
years that characterised him as a
“bully” and a “thug.”

Although William Reid, the lawyer
representing Mr. Pullano, had not
responded to The Auroran’s request
for comment following the verdict
by press time, Magna spokesperson
Tracy Fuerst said, “We feel the result
ended in Mr. Hinder’s favour and
confirms his good character and
reputation in the community.”

The matter in question has been
working its way through the courts
since February of 2015. In his lawsuit
against Mr. Hinder, Mr. Pullano
claimed on the evening of March
20, 2014, he was confronted by Mr.
Hinder at The Mansion, just before
Newmarket Councillor Jane Twinney
was acclaimed the Progressive
Conservative party’s candidate for
Newmarket-Aurora ahead of that
year’s Provincial election..

He alleged Mr. Hinder approached
him at the event and struck him
on the chest with his fist where
his Implantable Cardioverter
Defibrillator (ICD) is located. As a
result, Mr. Pullano said he suffered
injuries and damages, including a
hospital stint following an infection
he claimed was caused by the punch.

Mr. Hinder, on the other hand,
claimed that while he was indeed at
the meeting, he merely approached
Mr. Pullano, shook his hand, and,
knowing Mr. Pullano attended the
previous  evening’s  acclamation
Chris Ballard, Ms. Twinney’s Liberal
counterpart, asked him who he was
supporting that evening.

The civil trial began late last month
after aggravated assault charges
against Mr. Hinder were withdrawn
by the criminal court after the Crown
concluded there were no grounds.

Mr. Pullano and Mr. Hinder both
took the stands in their defence over
the ensuing two weeks.

Those testifying on Mr. Pullano’s
behalf included former Newmarket
council candidate Wanda Cena and
Fred Rankel, both of whom were
in attendance at the meeting in
question, as well as Brian Morris,
who appeared as a character witness.

Appearing on Mr. Hinder’s behalf
were then-Councillor John Abel,
former council candidate Arshad
Desai, both of whom were at the
2014 meeting, as well as Magna’s
Marc Neeb.

Both sides called doctors to give
their medical perspectives.

“Youwill have to assess the evidence
of each Mr. Pullano and Mr. Hinder
in determining issues of what His
Honour describes a credibility and
reliability,” said Deborah Berlach,
lawyer for Magna and Mr. Hinder
in closing arguments last week. “You
had the opportunity to see [Mr
Pullano] didn’t answer questions (on
the stand) directly, he chose very often
to go off on speeches to you about
the state of affairs in Aurora as a
justification for either not answering
or providing a different answer for
the tweets or position. Given that we
take the position that there was no

was

punch and there is no evidence to
support there was a punch, it follows
that there was no injury that could
lead to the infection of Mr. Pullano’s
ICD pocket.”

Regarding Mr. Pullano’s tweets,
Ms. Berlach said there “can be no

doubt” they were intended to lower
Mr. Hinder’s reputation and role
in the community, pointing out
that these tweets were not “private
interactions” with people but very
public.

Mr. Reid, on the other hand, told
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the jury that Webster’s Dictionary
defines  “bullying” as “treating
someone 1in a insulting,
threatening or aggressive fashion”
and that definition fit the bill in this
case.
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Continued on page 23
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MY vehicles purchased and defivered during the progranTperiod. This effer may not be redesmed for cashand may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives, Canditions
and limitations agply. GM Canada reserves the night to amend or terminate offers for any reasoninwhole orin partat any time without pHior netice. Vold where prohibited. Seéedeaier for
detall, " Offer avallable to gualified retal customers in Canada on select wehicles delivered to an authorized GM desler in Canada from December 1, 2018, to January 2, 2019 0% purchase
financing (0.85 APR) offersd on approved credit by TR Auto Finance Services, Scofighartk® or REC Royal Bank for 72 months on eligible new 2018 Silveradn 1600 2LT 271 Crew Cab True
North Edition, Rarlicipating lenders are subject to change, Rates from other fenders will vary: Down payment, frade and/ar security deposit may be reglired, Manthly payment and cost
of barrawing will vary depending on smount borrawed and down payment/trade. Example: 350,000 financed at 03 nominal rate (.55 APR) equals 3684 monthiy for 72-manths. The offer
Inelldles $1.000 Yedr End Bonus manufscturer-to-consumer (tax inclusivel, £4.100 Stacksbie Credit (tax sxciusive), 52400 Finance Cash amd $585 Option Package Discount. Cost of
barrowihg [s 50, for a total abfigation of S50.000 Freight [$1,795) and alr conditioning charge ($100 If applicablel tnciuded. License, insurance, reglstration, PPSA, appiicabie faxes and
dealer feesnot included, Dealérs are free toset individuial prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined withcertaln other offers. General Mators of Canada E:rmpanﬂ'GM Carada)
may madify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, inwhole ar fn part, at any time, without notice, Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for detalls; *Registered frademank
of The Bank of Nova Scotia, RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Aoysl Bank of Canada; TH Aute Finance Is-a reglstered trademark of The Taronto-Dominion Bank. As part
of the fransaclion, dealer may request documentation and contact GM Canada to verify eligibility, These offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain
othar cansumer ncentives. Conditiors and limitations apply. Void whers prohibited, See Deater for full program detalls. £ Requires Double Cab LTZ 2WD or Crew Lab Short Box LTZ 2WD
with avallable 521 VE engine and Max Tralloring Package. Bafore you buy & vehicle or s It for tradering, carefully review the Traliering section of the Owner's Manual The weight of
passengers, carge and opliens or accessorles may reduce the amount your can tow. Based on WardsAuto.com 2007 Large Pickup segment and latest competitive information available
at tirme of printing. Excludes other GM models. ¥ LLS. Governmant 5-Star Safely Ratings are part of the National Highway Trafflc Safety Adminlstration s (NHTSAs] New Car Assassment
Program (www.SaferCdrgov). ® The Chevrolet Equinay, Chevrolet Traverse, Chevrolet Silverado and Chevrofet Maiitu received the fowest number of problems per 100 vehicles in ther
respective segments-in the L0, Power 2018 ULS, Vehicle Dependability Study, based on 36,896 tofal responses, measuring problems experienced during the past 12 months by ariginal
owners, surveyed October-December 2017, Your expariences may vary. Visif jdpower,com/cars. * Offer avaifable to qualified retail customers fn Canada for wehicles purchased hetween
December 1, 2018 ta January 2 2019, Lease based on suggested retall price of $30,795/833.195, fncludes 375,50 Dealer to Consumer credit, $1,000/51,000 Year End Bantis manufacturer-
ta-consumer (tax inclusive) and 31, 250/31, 250 fease cash (tax exclusive) towards the lease of an eligible 2019 Equimax LT FWIVZ0TS Equingx LT AWD. Bl-weekly payment is ST35/8148 for
B0/50 months at 14/1% lease rate on approved credit to guallfied retall customers by GM Financial. The S67/'574 weskly payment 15 calctiiated by dividing the-bEweekly payments. Payments
cannot bemade ona weakly basis, Equivalant weskly payments ar for infermational purposes onfy. Annual Rilometer imit of 20,000 km, S0.16 par excess Elilometer. 51.500/81.500
down payment reguired. Payment may vary depanding an down payment rade. Total pbligation & $19.043/820.750. Taxes, Nepnse, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies,
duties and, except In Quebec, deater feas (a1 of which may vary by desler and region) are gxtra, Option fo purchase at lease end is S10.470/51, 286, See dealer for details. Credits vary
by model, Dealer may self for fess. Limitad time affer which may not be combined with certain other offers. Ganeral Mators of Canada Company may modify, sxtend or terminate of fers
i wihale or [n part at any time without notice. Condrtions and mitations apply. Offers may not be redeemed for Cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives.

Viahicle user intarfaces are products of Apple and Google, and thelr ferms and privacy statemeants apply, Requires compatitdie smartphone, and data plan rites apaly Apple CarPlay is

a trademafk of Apple fnc, Siri, iPhone and Tines are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in'the U5 and cther countries. Android and Androld Autd are trademarks of Gogegleing. =

The

2-Year Scheduled Lube-0i-Filtér Maintenance Program provides ellgible customers fn Canads, who have purchased o feased & new elipible 2018/2018 MY Chavrofet (axcluding Balt EV),
with an ACDelco® ol and filter change, in accordance with the oll fife monttoring system and the Owner’s Manual for 2 years or 48,000 km, whichever occurs first, with a iimitof four (&)
Lube-Qil-Filter services in totsl, performed at participating GM dealers. Fluld tep offs, Inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, efc. are not covered. This affer may
not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certaln other consumer (hcentives avallable on GM vehicles. General Moters of Canada Company reserves the right fo amernd or
terminate this offer, in whote ar in part, at any time without prior notice. Addittenal conditions and fimitations apply. See dealer for detalls: “Whichever comes first. See dealer for detalls.

Visit onstar.ca for vehicle avatfabiiity, detalls and system limitations, Services and cannectivity vary by modeland conditions as wall a5 geographical and technical restrictions. Requires
a¢tive connected vehicle services and dats plan, Data plans provided by ATET or its local service provider, Accessory Power must be sotive to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. ©2018 General Motors

of Canada Campany. Al rights reserved
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TOWNHOMES

A LOW DOWN PAYMENT FROM YOU.
A BIG START FOR THEIR FUTURE.

e

This year, give the gift they'll appreciate forever. Thanks to our low deposit structure, making
the down payment is really easy! Urban North townhomes in Barrie are a great investment and
are right next to the GO Train Station. Give your kids the gift of home.

GIFT OF HOME
EVENT

DECEMBER 15t
11AM - 5PM

700 MAPLEVIEW DRIVE
BARRIE

New Townhomes Low down payment: Mortgage payments Easy commute
in Barrie from the Only are right next to
in the GTA the

E) PACE

Register Now TheGiftOfHome.ca mpp——
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Packed house welcomes surviving Broncos
to Hometown Hockey

The Aurora Tigers and Newmarket Hurricanes families, and local dignitaries, welcome representatives of the Humboldt Broncos to centre ice
for Saturday’s ceremonial puck drop.

By Jake Courtepatte

Sometimes, hockey is more than just
a game.

That was the sentiment shared by
Ryan Straschnitzki, one of a handful
of former Humboldt Broncos players
to make the trip to Aurora for last
weekend’s Hometown Hockey event,
before the Aurora Tigers game
Saturday night hosting the Newmarket
Hurricanes.

“It’s about adversity, friendships
relationships. . .it teaches you life lessons
as well. When you face adversity, it’s
how you overcome that and what you’re
going to do next.”

The positive attitudes, and the
overall enormity of their story on that
fateful day in April was a major reason
for a sold-out crowd of 1,400 fans to
pack the Aurora Community Centre
for the matchup between the longtime
rivals, where the Broncos and their
family were honoured with a pre-game
standing ovation.

Crowds lined up outside the ACC
starting around 6 p.m. for the 7:30 puck
drop, a sight not seen in decades for the
Junior A club. Once inside, and with
the puck dropped, the rink turned into
a time machine with the atmosphere
akin to that of the glory days of junior
hockey decades ago.

Unfortunately for the Tigers, the
on-ice product came up short in front
of plenty of fresh faces, falling to their
Yonge Street rivals by a score of 5 — 1.
Yet the game still provided plenty of
entertainment by two clubs stirred up
by emotion from the large crowd.

Adding to the luster of the night
was the raining of teddy bears in the
dying minutes of the first period, when
Aurora’s Payton Schaly broke a 2 — 0
goose egg with a curled wrist shot from
in close. Hundreds of bears were tossed
onto the ice, providing about a ten-

minute delay while the Tigers emptied
their bench to collect. The bears were
delivered to Southlake, while a crate
worth of non-perishable food was also
donated to the Aurora Food Shelter
over the weekend as well.

The loss was the third in a row for the
Aurora club, the first real slump of what
has otherwise been a stellar season. They
now trail the Oakville Blades by thirteen
points in the NorthWest conference
race, while the Markham Royals inch
slightly closer in the division, behind by
eight yet with two games in hand.

Second-year Aurora keeper Jack
Irvine, who was between the pipes for
Friday’s 6 — 3 loss to Pickering, is still
confident his team has the ability to go
all the way:

“This season has been great so far,
for me coming from last season as a
rookie backup to a starter this year has
been pretty much a smooth transition,”
said Irvine. “I feel so far that my play
has been good, and I aim to continue
to be consistent with my numbers and
my plan to be a top goaltender in the
OJHL.”

He added that he believes his team
will “only get better” in the second half
of the season.

“We have a great group of men who
are all about business and our locker
room is great and getting better as we
continue to get to know each other.
I'm looking forward to the second
half and the final stretch before the
playofis, I believe we can come together
completely and that we have the team
to win a championship.”

The Tigers will look to get back on
track in a back-to-back schedule this
weekend, first visiting Markham in a
key matchup at Markham Centennial
Centre on Friday night. They close out
the weekend Saturday in hosting the
Stouftville Spirit, who were finally able
to solve the Tigers in their last meeting
in mid-November after Aurora took

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

their first three meetings this season.
Puck drop 1s set for 7:30 p.m.
For stats, schedules, and more
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.
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TAKE OUT
DELIVERY

We offer
Fast turn around
on orthotics

Most insurance plans cover the
cost of the custom casted foot
orthotic and custom knee brace
with a prescription and a complete
biomechanical assessment.

York Foot Orthotics and Bracing

New Patients Welcome

TREATMENT
OF ALL

Open through holidays

- = FOOT
All orthotics é
manufactured on site /%SEI\O/N\S,\
9-5 Tuesday, Wednesday and Fri
Evening appointments available OHERes d
Also open Saturday mornings by appomtment
For more information visit: yorkfootorthoticsandbracing.com

Dean Woodcock Pedorthist C. Ped (c), RT.0. (c)

14 Wellington street east, Suite 4, Aurora | 905-841-3838 | deanmwoodcock@gmail.com

MENSWEAR

We are ready
for your

HOLIDAY

SHOPPING

*Formal & Business
Casual Apparel
*Weekend Attire
*Outerwear

+ Shop at Home Service

Www.mrmens
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Future hockey stars test out their skills.

MP FEB 19 From page 2
“It’s a terrific program,” said MacLean.

“I'know alot of the York-Simcoe guys play
there, they get recruited heavily, so that’s a

OVERNIGHT & DAY CAMPS nice pipeline they have going there.”

Hockey-Horses-Soccer-Adventure-BMX-WHAM-Volleyball That pipeline often diverts in one of two

~ k,._t.‘

direction: either to the Saints program, or
that of the Junior A Aurora Tigers, who
were also featured on the Sunday night
broadcast.

Co-Host of Hometown Hockey
Tara Sloane recounted the history of
the franchise, calling it one of the most

Spring Hockey Ages 6 - 12 ;‘ston'ed teams in‘ Canada.”,'highlighted by
Skating Development Jan 9 - Feb 13 uture NHLers like Dominic Moore, who

Skills Development Jan 11-Feb 15 signed autographs throughout the day:
Thinking back to his refereeing days,

51 9-941 -4501 MaclLean recalled coach Brad Selwood,

an ex-NHLer with one year behind the

www-teenranch.com Aurora bench. He called that season, in

1997-98, his “glory years” of refereeing,
“I’'ve been there a lot,” said MacLean.

“I've loved it each and every time.”
That season happened to be one of
two Moore spent with the Tigers, where

he notched 112 points in 102 games with

SINCE 1967

— BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS — Aurora. '
“You grow up always wanting to play

a game seven in the NHL, and playing
those games in Aurora, you're cherishing
the opportunity;” said Moore.

Fellow ex-NHLer Chris Kelly, who
played with the Tigers one season prior
to Moore joming the squad, happened

Real Estate Law to be there for the first season back as the

Tigers, after a brief stint as the Aurora
Estate Administration Eaoles

and Probate SCS. .

“The town was pretty ecstatic that they

Wills and finally went back to the Tigers,” said Kelly

FELTES G AU in the broadcast, who helped the Tigers

Family Law to their first league championship since

and Divorces 1967. “To win the championship in the

_ ! RO first year back as the Tigers, it was pretty

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan - special, not only to us but I know to the
town.”

il
15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1 | Tel: (905) 726-3188 Fax: (905) 726-3098
www.allanlaw.ca | jason@allanlaw.com

Thisyear’sincarnation of the Tigers are
not only replicating that success on the ice,

%f_ 7@%1‘0@@

]

HOMETOWN HOCKEY - (TOP ROW) Outdoor activities kept hockey fans busy under
the December sun. (BOTTOM LEFT) Curtis Joseph signs autographs for fans. (BOTTOM RIGHT)

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger and Jake Courtepatte
10% unTiL

but off the ice as well in their philanthropy.
MaclLean said he “really appreciated”
Tigers owner Jim Thomson and the
Tigers bringing in former Humboldt
Broncos players for the weekend, who
were able to join MacLean and the CBC
crew Saturday morning for a segment for
that evening’s HNIC broadcast.

“That’sourway of givingthem a chance
for a starring role in our broadcast,” said
MacLean.

No stranger to the media spotlight,
MacLean and Thomson go back to
Thomson’s days with the Los Angeles
Kings, when Thomson played the role of
bodyguard to Wayne Gretzky:.

“Don was giving it to Wayne Gretzky,
after Gretzky was saying we had to maybe
think about getting fighting out of hockey:
Because of ESPN, and the American
audience, we may have to eliminate
hockey:

“Don was outraged, but he didn’t quite
know how to say it, because you can’t pull
on Superman’s cape. So, he went on the
TV, and said ‘well, Wayne’s right, and
here come the dancers now. Hockey is a
silver ballet. There’s Marty McSorley, and
Jim Thomson, and Kelly Hrudey in his
blue chiffon.”

Tigers forward Cael Cavallin joined
MacLean and Sloane in the booth to
announce the three stars of the Edmonton
Oilers and Calgary Flames contest, as
did Aurora Panther Emma Irwin, whose
intermediate squad had the two hosts
drop the puck on their Sunday matinee
game against Kingston.

Sunday night’s broadcast also opened
with a touching tribute to John Abel, the
former Aurora deputy mayor who passed
away suddenly on December 6.

“He was a driving force in Aurora
sport,” said Maclean. “We just want to
extend (to his family) our condolences
by singling you out at the start of the
telecast.”

- DOES YOUR |
GRYPHONS BUSINESS

OR PRODUCT
Cuff Pom Pom Toque NEED banners

PROMOTING? BUILDING BRAND AWARENESS  Pe"s

creative services

Custom Hockey Pucks 51 93071 1 46 embroidery
graphic design
416.460.4670 SRS

Custom PVC Flash Drives Info@logoyou.ca

workwear
postcards
screen printing promotional products
tech gear logo design
drinkware business cards
company e-stores  incentives
signage print services
VISIT: golf accessories corporate apparel
posters awards
I O g oyo Uu.Ca laser engraving trade show products

personal service . quality . reliability
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FIRST ORDER!

Travel Drinkware
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& their families
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Wayne Emmerson re-appointed Regional Chair

By Brock Weir

ORTH YORK
HEATING, PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

We sell
all types of
Filters
Humidifiers
Air Cleaners
& Water Pumps

Tel: 905-727-6401

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca

Aurora, Ontario

Former Whitchurch-Stouffville
mayor Wayne Emmerson will once
again lead Regional Council for the
next four years.

Mr. Emmerson, who was first
appointed to the position by Regional
Councilin 2014 following the retirement
of Bill Fisch, was re-elected to the
position by Regional Councillors at
Thursday evening’s inaugural meeting.

He said he feels the Province will
make changes to both the Region and
local communities, and he called for a
place at the table in those discussions.

Nominated by Richmond Hill Mayor
Dave Barrow and East Gwillimbury
Mayor Virginia Hackson he
uncontested despite others floating
themselves as possibilities after the
Provincial Government this summer
nixed plans to have the position elected
by all eligible York Region voters.

“Municipal government is the most
important government; it effects the
lifestyle of the people the most,” said
Mr. Emmerson after taking his seat at
the head of the table. “We had a great
four years and I feel the next four years
will be just as good.”

The next four years might bring a

was

York Region Chair Wayne Emmerson prepares to take his seat at Thursday night’s inaugura-
tion.

degree of uncertainty to the Region, he
added.

“I feel the Province will make changes
to our Region and local communities.
All T ask 1s that we are at the table so
we can be a part of the decision-making
process. We are part of the solution,
not part of the problem. Exciting times
ahead, but I know this Council is up to

We are seeking Board candidates who come
from a variety of sectors and communities to
provide leadership for a three-year term

Candidates with any of the following experience/expertise are encouraged to apply: Advocacy and
Government Affairs, Human Resources, Legal, Accounting, Policy and Strategic Planning, Funds
Development, and Community Leadership. Interested applicants are invited to submit a Board
Application Package to Cedar Centre by noon on Friday, December 28, 2018.

For a copy of a Board Application Package, please contact
Claire Shave at 905.853.3040 ext. 302 or

Board of Directors
Call for Applicants

Cedar Centre provides a unique and holistic approach to therapy, education and advocacy for
those who have experienced trauma. We work from anti-racist and anti-oppressive frameworks,
serving all ages. We are committed to improving their lives through a trauma-specific therapy plan
that is designed to meet each person’s unique needs, strengths and challenges.

cedar@cedarcentre.ca and indicate “Board of Directors”

in the subject line.

cedar

CENTRE

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

the challenge.”

A number of further issues will need
to be addressed, he said, outlining the
Region’s priorities for the term. Top
of mind during budget time, he said,
was addressing debt, as well as an
extension of the Yonge subway line up
to Richmond Hill.

“The Yonge Subway Line is our
most needed transit project,” he said.
“We will continue to ask the Province
and Federal Governments for the
funding to make it operational by 2031
or sooner. An integrated fare system is a
must for this term of Council. We will
be waiting to see if the Province will do
this and upload all transit in the GTA.
Housing rental is a high priority. Our
DC (development charges) referral and
funding from the Federal and Provincial
Government will help. We hope to
reduce our wait list [and] we can’t do it
alone on property tax.”

Mr. Emmerson called on the Feds to
support the Region’s commitment to
broadband to keep everyone connected,
especially businesses, on the Province to
enact further “green” measures, while
noting growth targets are expected to
be reviewed.

“We need more jobs as we continue
to grow,” he said. “We will continue
to build roads and keep our assets
in good repair. Our residents can be
assured Regional Council will continue
to provide funding for our community
and health programs. We will maintain
our high-quality water and wastewater
systems.”

Thursday’s meeting afforded each
member of Regional Council for the
2018 — 2022 term a few moments to
address the packed audience gathered
at York’s Regional headquarters in
Newmarket, including Mayor Tom
Mrakas.

“I truly am very humbled and
honoured to be sitting here with all
these elected officials and all of you here
tonight,” he said. “I am looking forward
to working with my Regional Council
colleagues to protect and promote
the interests not only of the Town of
Aurora, but the Region as a whole. I am
looking forward to a very exciting and
great four years.”

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/55/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement

iPhone 4/4S $30

iPhone 5/5S5/5C $40

iPhone 6/6S $50

iPhone 6/6S Plus $60

iPhone 7 $50

Facebook: 416FoneFix Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169
emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182
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After

iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

iPhone 8 Plus $80

We handle any
type of repair,
including
water damage,
on all brands of
phones.

WE NOW CARRY ALL
WHOOSH!* PRODUCTS!

WHOOSH!® screen cleaner.
Certified Safe. Non Toxic
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AHS student continues support for Kerry’s Place

with holiday gift cards — and so can you

By Brock Weir

Gift cards are always a safe bet for
those on your shopping list this time
of year; but local student Amanda
Bishop i1s spicing up the occasionally
bland gift of plastic by coupling it
with an opportunity to give back.

Amanda, a Grade 11 student at
Aurora High School, is encouraging
the people in this community to come
together and put a few checkmarks
on their lists, all in the name of
supporting the Aurora-based Kerry’s
Place Autism Services.

She has created a website at
auroragives.tk that gives shoppers
the chance to purchase dining gift
cards for themselves or others with
a portion of each purchase going
directly back to Kerry’s Place.
The first option is the Ultimate
Dining Card. With the purchase of
a $100 gift card that gives you entrée
to such restaurants as Swiss Chalet,
Kelsey’s, East Side Mario’s, State
& Main and much more, $7 will be
donated back to Kerry’s Place. Cards
purchased at a value of $100 or more
will be shipped free.

A second gift card option, cards
can be purchased to cover everything
ranging from groceries at Sobey’s, to
Amazon.ca, and just about anything
in between, will see 1.5 — 10 per cent
of each card purchase, according to
value, going to Kerry’s Place.

“I thought, since the holidays were

coming up, there are going to be a lot
of people buying gift cards and gifts
for other people, and this would be
a great way to fundraise for Kerry’s
Place,” says Amanda. “Kerry’s Place
1s an initiative I see that is really
needed. They do a lot of great stuff
for students and families who have
students on the autism spectrum.
They run a lot of great initiatives, so
I feel we can help as a community to
give back to them.”

Amanda first became
of Kerry’s Place Autism Services
through her father, who has served
on the organization’s real estate
board, which takes care of Kerry’s
Place residential homes across much
of southern Ontario.

The more she learned about the
organization and the services they
provide, the more she wanted to
become involved.

Her involvement began in earnest
this past spring around World Autism
Awareness Day when she and her
fellowstudents on AHS’s Empowering
Students Partnership began their
Tulips for Autism fundraiser, one
they plan to spearhead again in the
new year.

“The fundraiser went really well
and we raised quite a bit for Kerry’s
Place, which we were really happy
about,” she says. “Part of that
success 1s what motivated me to see

aware

people in our community care about
this initiative and want to support
them. I think that people don’t

Costs and further
submissions to be made

January 31

From page 17

“If it happened, Mr. Hinder is a
bully,” said Mr. Reid. “If Mr. Hinder
is a bully, the defamation action, in
my submission, fails.”

The “punch”, he said, took place
in a matter of seconds and the entire
two-week trial hinged on the jury’s
perspective on this brief moment of
time.

“When (Mr. Hinder| said, ‘And
who are you supporting tonight?’, that
alone was bullying,” said Mr. Reid.
“That alone was meant to ostracize
Mr. Pullano and it was accentuated
by a punch. It was a jocular punch,
which is meant to accentuate the
intimidation, insult and demean.”

Touching wupon the witnesses
Mr. Pullano called in this case, Mr.
Reid said the minor inconsistencies
in their recollections, or parts they
didn’t  remember,  strengthened
the case, arguing that was mere
“human nature,” while suggesting
Mr. Hinder’s witnesses had been
“rehearsed.”

“The punch happened,” he
continued. “It wasn’t the worst

punch in the world. It wasn’t meant
to cause all these consequences.
In my submission, there is pain,
suffering, disability, inconvenience,
loss of enjoyment of life, emotional
and psychological harm.”

Considering the “embarrassment,
humiliation, anger” experienced by
Mr. Pullano, Mr. Reid conceded that
his client, later “lost it” on social
media, but the ultimate question,
he argued, was whether or not Mr.
Pullano’s tweets were true.

“If it 1s true, it is not defamation,”
Mr. Reid told the jury. “If Mr. Hinder
punched Mr. Pullano under those
circumstances, he’s a bully and this is
your chance to send a message. The
issue here is, did a punch happen? Did
the words happen? Was it bullying?
If it was, in my view, 98 per cent of
these allegations...you can decide
what’s left.”

The jury’s question on what
constituted a punch, an issue
posed to Justice McCarthy during
deliberations, went unclarified.

Submissions for cost will be
submitted to the court on January 31.

WE’RE PUTTING DOWN ROOTS

in Aurera

A 4

Peaceful Transition is a fully licenced funeral establishment
that can offer all the merchandise and services of a traditional

funeral home, at a fraction of the cost.

PEACEFUL
TRANSITION

We are proud to announce the opening of our new location
in Aurora and we look forward to being a valuable resource
for you, your family and friends.

15236 Yonge St. Unit 2, Aurora, ON
info@ptyork.ca « 905.841.1900 . PeacefulTransition.ca

realise how much of an effect ASD
has on everyone’s lives, because there
i1s quite a large number of people
affected by ASD or who have it. It
is effecting everyone’s lives. Kerry’s
Place really helps with it, wherever
you are on the spectrum, or whether

you’re a family member of someone
on the spectrum.”

For  more nformation on Amanda
Bishop’s Aurora Guoes initiative, including
the purchase of gift cards, visit auroragives.

tk.

%3%’% Christmas
\ & a Happy cNew Mear "3

to all our patrons

AUROMA TILE DECOR LTD.
1-110 Connaught Avenue - Aurora

905-773-TILE (8453)

Premiums & Incentives
Special Event Products
Graphic Design

Print Production

A

Promotional Products Specialists

Trade Show Items
Recognition

POP/ Display Signage

Employee Programs

ROMOTIONAL
MARKETING.ca

Staff Outfitting
Custom Clothing
Direct Mail ~ Awards

Fulfilment

sales@promotionalmarketing.ca
905.841.0916

A

QUARTER
VALLEY
RIDING
SCHOOL

We are excited to accept new boarders and students at our newly
upgraded facility. It boasts an 150 x 220 outdoor arena. And a
80 x 200 indoor arena with a large heated viewing room/ lounge
to provide a comfortable area for parents and siblings to sit and
watch lessons. We have trails and numerous paddocks for our
horses to enjoy some grass and relax.

PLEASE DROP BY FOR A VISIT.

Contact info:

416-527-4683
quartervalleystable @gmail.com

Quarter Valley Stables
15134 Dufferin Street, King City,
Ontario L7B 1K5

Look for us on Facebook and

Instagram 0
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At YoUursenvice

AIRPORT LIMO
gﬁ(ﬁ/gy ﬂ/(lll C%ﬁ?(i{lfjl«'ﬂ@

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers e Corporate Services ® Special Events
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Mobile: 289-221-0030

CLEANERS
Why take a chance...

go with who you know!

(905) 841-6243
(&) BRPUPN I www.mollymaid.ca

WG SPECTATIE 1.844.732.7575
<~ < 1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

Pe, on info@pearlknstructions.com ¢ www.pearlknstructions.com

riknstructions Re-sanding ¢ Refinishing o Sales ¢ llation e Service
— » B 1 ?
e g e b

e e -

s L

k i -

HARDWOOD = LAMINATE © CARPET o STAIRS = GRANITE
PORCELAIN o TILES  WASHROOMS o KITCHENS

WE SELL & DELIVER FIREWOOD

CONTRACTOR
gl J.N.H. CONTRACTING

BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,

Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide.

Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

CREMATION
N 10% OFF

goods and services
Ncremationw

if you bring in this ad
Complete cremation service for $2,205.

This service is provided by Roadhouse & Rose Funeral Home

Dignified.
Respectful.

www.simplecremationaurora.com | 905.895.6631

Proudly serving York Region **'
== M .
by

The Woodsman *

TREX/Composite TOP QUALITY » REASONABLE RATES
Pressure Treated Call Neil for a Free Estimate

Cossom Hand Rail 647.625.3325

{wood/metal/glass}
Deck Refinishing

DECORATING/STAGING

Exceptional Interior Decoration and Staging
Services Tailored For You

LISA CLEARY

Certified Interior Decorator
2893384696 | LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
HAMNETTINTERIORS.CA

EAVESTROUGH

BARN REPAIRS AND
Poad. . SRoUGHING

Webait Sontracting Roof Screw Nailing
e iesataJoss " and Repairs to Barn
Email: billdwmj&Egmail.com Boards

EAVESTROUGH CLEANING AND GUTTER SCREEN
AND MINOR TREE TRIMMING
Heights are no problem, We have 65 ft lift equipent

Family Owned & Operated for Over 70 Years
Barrie, ON - Serving all of Central & Southern Onlaric

website:
www.decksbythewoodsman.com

Commercial Coatings
& Contracting

Call to advertise:
905-727-3300 x 102

AUrora’s
DIRECTORY

Who does what itn our community

ELECTRICAL
DANIEL'S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

?’, m Electrical Lights « Chandeliers
... Ceiling Fans « Tracklights « Repairs
a_,},uq,_ _Cable Light « Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

it o 17 Established 2001
b - Cell: 416-456-5336 | dagwtw5@gmail.com

..WHERE HOME IS TO YOU

9

" N

i S

Right Mention this add for special rate
atHome
CANADAW

meme e care 2 assence. Fightathomecanada.com

Serving all Ontario! Local office serving Newmarket, Aurora, King,

Bradford & surrounding areas!

Exceptional Home Care

Nursing care & therapy Right
Housekeeping, Meal Prep atHome
Personal care & hygiene CANADA%
Transportation & Shopplng Home Health Care & Assift_ance
Hospital-to-home transition ,
Continence care products

Companionship

Professional Caregivers
v Insured and bonded

v~ Yearly background checks
v/ v Certified

i . Call us for a free,
v~ Continual education

no commitment assessment

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Zonta

Landscaping
& Renovating

Fencing
Decking
Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

SUNSET BEECH

CARE

Pruning » Removals
Consulting + Bracing « EAB

(647) 668 4949
647-989-3509
ZII‘. ca irbryant@gmail.com

MFC LANDSCAPE

Charles Emerson
Tree Service

ISA Certified Arborist

* interlock/pavers
¢ decks/fences

* retaining walls
* natural stone

Free Consultation
Tree Removal & Pruning
Bucket Truck Service
Cabling & Bracing
Stump Removal

o ﬂagstone Emergency Work
. P riy Ma ment
* bobcat services " Atborist Reports
Year Round Service
Fully Insured

Office: 905-859-1046

Cell: 416-676-6641 S05-801-3891

e e T o TR Ty R com
charieremenon ireeservice@botmall wom

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

NOT EVERYONE needs your services all the time,
but if you want to be there when they do...
Advertise in
Aurora’s At Your Service Directory
905-727-3300 Ext. 102

PAINTING

S &S PAINTING

. TOP QUALITY
,ﬁ GUAI?ANTEED E“R\“EMES

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949
416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING

e Interior & Exterior Painting
FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

BARN PAINTING
Joee .. BARNPRINTING

& GUTTER SCREEN

we aiso have paint & coatings for
* house rools
* industrial buildings
+ clear sealers for
brick and concrete

Commercial Coatings
& Contracting
www.barnZhouse,ca

1-888-413-T023

billdwmj.com
Roof Screwnailing and Barn Repair
Family Owned & Operated for Over 70 Years
Barrie, ON - Serving all of Central & Southern Ontario

HOUSE PAINTING FOR ALUMINUM AND VINYL SIDING

PROPANE
'PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES]

* RESIDENTIAL o ~
ing Propane Inc."
* COMMERCIAL — Jf;",‘%hsewcn& f
 INDUSTRIAL =i ||\ 866-952-0146 i
INSTALLATIONS @) "@N
SERVICE * DELIVERY &/ &
CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

1
S . Skylights replaced? = ]
&+ Nomess in your home

« Leak-proof - Guaranteed! Fﬁj “E—
«Licensed & Insured BRIGHT
+ 10 year Guarantee SKYLIGHTS

Call Joe at any time 416-705-8635 INC.
www.brightskylights.ca

302 Wallingt

et T BTN

Tar and Chip

is an economical alternative
to asphalt paving with a rustic
country appearance, that also
provides a solid surface and is
a solution to ruts washout and
potholes.

&~
CHEP
Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

tarandchip.ca - info@tarandchip.ca * 647.456.2010

WATER

BENEFITSOFA Wuter{ Depot
JOREFINEOSOFT Dty
B MWATER SOFTENER
M * Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up

‘i' * Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin.
« FREE WATER TEST

FINANCING
AVAILABLE [rry oy

This could be
your spot!
Call us: 905-727-3300 x 102
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Mrakas promises “collaborative leadership”
in first speech as Mayor

From page 1
traffic solutions that address growth, and
fiscal responsibility.

“I am profoundly humbled by the
honour of representing our community
and I am confident we will work hard to
deserve that trust you have placed in us,”
said Mayor Mrakas. “Tonight represents
the sum total of the hard work, the
hopes, the dreams not only of the
representatives you see before you, but
the residents we represent. Every one of
us here tonight has a mission for Aurora.

“Throughout the campaign, each
candidate shared their vision and, by
your vote, you have chosen us and given
us a mandate to bring that vision to life.
We recognize that it will be our ability
to work towards that realization of that
shared vision of Aurora that will mark
the success of this term of Council. That
future begins tonight.”

The work ahead, he said, will build
on much of the groundwork laid by
the last term of Council which has
made Aurora “now positioned to move
forward on important initiatives that
will be key community builders in years
to come.” These initiatives include the
development of Library Square and
the renovation of the historic Aurora
Armoury, each of which he said will be
important building blocks in revitalizing
the Downtown Core.

“Heritage buildings are very important
to our community and our residents, and
businesses expect us to do what we can to
protect our history,” he said. “Smart and
appropriate growth, development that
is in keeping with the vision we have for
our community, is the key to a thriving
and sustainable community. I will work
with Council to ensure the planning
decisions we make are focused on
providing big city amenities and services
while maintaining Aurora’s small-town
charm and green spaces for our future
generations.

“There are many other important
pieces to the puzzle to get us where
we want to go: a better community for
everyone. Improving the liveability of our
community is a key part of community
building. Our neighbourhoods are where
we call home and it is very important to
all of us, but our stable neighbourhoods
are under increased pressure due to the
demand of development.

“There 1s widespread concern about
inappropriate infill development that
does not fit in or keep with the character
of our community, and a blanket
statement of ‘no monster homes’ isn’t a
plan; more needs to be done and that is
why one of the first issues this Council
will address 1s a strategy to address that
issue of stable neighbourhoods. Work
is already underway as the consultant’s
report is due in January and I commit to
ensuring that we respect our past in our
decision-making.”

The issue of affordable and accessible
housing are to that work hand in hand
with protecting stable neighbourhoods
and heritage buildings, he added.
Seniors want to stay in the community
in which they built their lives and, at the

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14

HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR
— Join the York Symphony Orchestra for its
traditional annual holiday concert filled with seasonal
favourites and an audience sing-a-long. Bring the
family for this delightful winter concert. Tonight at 8
p-m. at St. Mary’s Anglican Church in Richmond Hill.

For tickets, call 416-410-0860.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15

Hillary House expanded Gift Shop open 1 pm to
4 pm, 15372 Yonge Street, Aurora. Complete your
Christmas shopping and support Auroras National
Historic Site! More donated items for sale include
high quality dishes, glass, china, silver serving dishes,
antiques, and so much more. New local books available.
Some used books. www.aurorahs.com

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16

The Aurora United Church Chancel Choir &
Handbell Ensembles will host their Annual Christmas
Concert at 4 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. at Trinity Anglican
Church (79 Victoria Street). For more information,
contact 905-727-1935x21.

* % % %

The Newmarket-Aurora Conservative Association
is hosting a “Holiday Open House with Lois Brown”
today from 2 — 6 p.m. at the Aurora Branch of the
Royal Canadian Legion. 105 Industrial Parkway

THINGS

Y0U CUGHT
TO KNOW

same time, young families want to put
down their roots. Therefore, he said, a
“diversity of housing options” such as
bungalows and purpose-built rentals is a
community need.

“We have the tools to improve the
accessibility of housing in Aurora and
we will use them,” he said.

Tools to address the issues of traffic
and transit are often seen to be in the
hands of other levels of government,
primarily at the Regional and Provincial
levels, but Mayor Mrakas said Council is
committed to working with these higher
levels to come up with key solutions to
get people moving.

Being able to move around — whether
on the roads or trails, whether in cards,
on foot, or while cycling — is an integral
component of a “liveable community,”
but a liveable community is also based
on “the foundation of sound financial
planning and management.” Mayor
Mrakas told the assembled audience
that Aurora’s financial health is “good”
and Council will “prioritize fiscal
responsibility in all its decisions.”

The establishment of a Financial
Advisory Committee in the last term
was an important step towards this, one
which the Mayor said implemented
the policy of setting Aurora’s tax rate
at inflation plus one per cent to keep
municipal reserves healthy. The benefit
of this, he added, is Aurorans can
anticipate what their tax rate will be
and will not get caught off-guard “by a
massive tax hike.”

“But, there 1s still a lot of work to be
done; we need to continue to grow our
reserves while, at the same time, looking
at ways to provide the best services in the
most cost-effective way without raising
taxes,” he said, before touching on efforts
this Council will make towards another
economic driver: sports tourism.

With new hotels under construction,
Aurora will have “leverage” to create a
“strong, diverse sports community that
will bring in tourism.” At the same time,
Aurora will need to be “creative” in
how it upgrades existing facilities while
working with sports partners to create
what he described as “a true centre of
excellence, appropriately located to
ensure maximum usage.”

“Aurora will always be in good
company, but we need to do more,” said
Mayor Mrakas, after saying the “time is
now” to act on moving forward with a
ward system of government. “We need
to grow as leaders in York Region and
the GTA and that starts right here at
this Council table, how we as a Council
table work together on your behalf. As
we said before, hard work and great
ideas aren’t enough to get things done.
To get from vision to reality, you need to
build support for your ideas and you get
support by giving support. That requires
two critical elements: collaboration and
communication. Collaboration isn’t an
empty buzzword, it is an effective tool
to get things done. It doesn’t mean we’re
always going to agree. That’s impossible.
Nor i1s it desirable. If we all thought the
same way all the time, how would we

North, Aurora.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22

Hillary House expanded Gift Shop open 1 pm to
4 pm, 15372 Yonge Street, Aurora. Complete your
Christmas shopping and support Aurora>s National
Historic Site! More donated items for sale include
high quality dishes, glass, china, silver serving dishes,
antiques, and so much more. New local books available.

Some used books. www.aurorahs.com
* % * %

HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR — Join the York
Symphony Orchestra for its traditional annual holiday
concert filled with seasonal favourites and an audience
sing-a-long. Bring the family for this delightful winter
concert. Two concerts today at Trinity Anglican
Church Aurora: 3.30 p.m. and 8 p.m. For tickets, call
416-410-0860.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6

PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS — A free French
language conversation group will take place this
afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge
Street, from 3 — 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes
adults (from francophone to beginners) looking to put
their French-language conversation skills into action.
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged
to share their French language skills with less strong
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.

ever innovate? Respectful, considered,
informed debate, is what the residents
can expect from this Council.

“As your mayor, I will provide the
collaborative leadership in community-
focused, common sense solutions that
you expect. We were all elected to work
in the best interests of Aurora; that is
the core principle that our residents
expect will guide our every decision. If
we collectively and individually consider
every issue within that context, add to

that capacity, residents might not always
agree with our decisions, but will respect
the integrity of our decision-making
process and that, to me, will be a success.
“Together, we will take action to find
solutions that represent the challenges
and move forward with the innovative
possibilities to realise our opportunities.
Tonight, ladies and gentlemen, we take
our first step toward a shared, positive
future. I say to you and your fellow
Council members: Let’s get to work.”

THE AURORAN
CLASSIFIEDS

DEATH NOTICE

(Larry) and his many nieces and nephews.

ABEL, John Michael

On Thursday December 6 2018, John Abel, husband, father, brother, uncle, and beloved
friend passed away at 64 years of age. John was predeceased by his father James, mother
Catherine, and brother Michael. He leaves his beloved wife of 32 years, Tracy, his daughter
Devon (Ian), his son Eric, his brother Stephen (Laurie), his sisters Maryanne and Suzanna

John was passionate about making the lives of everyone in his community better. He
had a tremendous, quirky sense of humour, was an avid musician, and in his prime was an
excellent, smooth-skating hockey player. John volunteered his time for his children and others
as a coach in hockey, baseball and soccer. He continued to volunteer after his children were
grown up and embraced his passion for music by playing guitar and singing at various events
and charities. John entered politics eight years ago and served two terms as Deputy Mayor.
His main objective — and mantra — was to improve the lives of the people of Aurora.

No words can express how much he will be missed by everyone who knew him.

Visitation for the family will be held Thursday December 13th and Friday December 14th
at the Thompson Funeral Home in Aurora from 2-4 and 6-8 pm. There will be a celebration
of life on Monday December 17th at the Aurora Legion from 2-6 pm.

HELP WANTED

PERMANENT PART TIME OFFICE POSITION available at the Aurora
Legion. MS Office, accounting and event planning an asset. Submit resume to
office@auroralegion.ca Only those being considered will be contacted.

PERSONAL SERVICES

ERIC  recently
released from
hospital. A man in
his 70s with silver
gray, hair and
silver gray goatee.
Please call Carrol

905-727-7318

-

Pet Grooming House

905-717-9357
\ YOUR LOCAL AURORA GROOMER )

~

Tina

FOR RENT

3 BEDROOM

CARPET

| have 1000’s
HOUSE for
rent in  Maple. YA
4 L S Will install livingroom
SO S & hall for as little as
No smoking, no $389.00
pets.  $2200/mth JEEEIIEATEREED

Call Steve

8717.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

+ utilities. Please
call 416-459-0007

PROPERTY FOR RENT

SHARED OFFICE TO RENT
Why pay high overheads!

PRIME LOCATION ON
MAIN STREET IN SHELBURNE

Suit accountant/realtor/lawyer etc.
Share with media company
Clean, Renovated Office
Rent includes all utilities

Call
919-925-2832 or 519-216-1021

FOR SALE

FOR SALE
1992 Fruehauf Tandem Axle Flatbed Trailer
Length 40", Width 8, Height 9', Deck height 5.
Price is up for negotiation, will go to the best offer.
Please contact Doug (905) 669-1222 Ext. 219
Located in Vaughan, Ontario
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SALE ENDS: JAN 09, 2019
Y

BATH & BEAUTY | DIET | GROCERY | HEALTH CONDITIONS | HERBS | PROTEINS | SPORTS NUTRITION
SIS SUPPLEMENTS | VITAMINS & MINERALS | ACCESSORIES

. p. For $9

BRAND A,
POTATO CHIPS g T A o
CROUSTILLES w . |f__ i
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LOW SODIUM . O %
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POTATO CHIPS M a n ito b a
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BACKYARD . S
Potato Chips e Hempt Hearts

2209 2779

Bragg

Apple Cider

Vinegar
946mL

$3.99 ea
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Organic Virgin

Oliveoil —— ——
750mL

14760 Yonge Street, Unit 3<4-Aurora; ON L4G7HS
" Ph: (289) 879-2700

o

TV LiEE HE

www.HealthyPlanetCanada.com

*Disclaimer: Check in-store for details. All Canadian retailers price match.




