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Aurora United 
Church 200th 
anniversary 

culminates Sunday 
with special service

By Brock Weir

53 years ago, Aurora resident Bob 
McRoberts first put on his choir robes.

Aged just 12, he had followed his 
mother’s lead and decided to lend his voice 
to the group which sent theirs soaring Aurora United Church, pictured above as it once stood at Yonge and Tyler Streets,  

officially marks its bicentennial this Sunday. 
					       Photo courtesy of the Aurora Museum & Archives

BY Brock Weir

It takes a whole community to move 
forward, according to Mayor-Elect 
Tom Mrakas.

Mr. Mrakas, a first-term Aurora 
Councillor, unseated two-term 
incumbent Geoff  Dawe to be Aurora’s 
next mayor Monday night, with 38.3 
per cent of  the vote, or 4,781 of  a total 
17,446 ballots cast.

Mr. Dawe placed second with 28.3 
per cent of  the vote (3,533), while 
former MPP and Aurora councillor 

Chris Ballard placed third with 19.8 
per cent (2,475), followed by incumbent 
Councillor John Abel in fourth with 
13.5 per cent (1,684).

Voter turnout this year was, according 
to Town Clerk Mike de Rond, 32.1 
percent, down from 35.7 in 2014.

Mr. Mrakas will lead a Council 
with many familiar faces, including 
incumbents Harold Kim, Wendy 
Gaertner, Sandra Humfryes and 
Michael Thompson. They will be 
joined by rookie candidate Rachel 
Gilliland, who placed fifth in her very 
first municipal election, as well as John 

Gallo, the sixth place finisher, who 
returns to the table after serving on the 
2010-2014 term of  Council.

After the election results rolled in at 
Town Hall, Mayor-Elect Mrakas was 
greeted with a thunderous reception at 
his victory celebration at Aw, Shucks, 
entering to chants of  “Mayor Tom! 
Mayor Tom!”

Taking the stage, he thanked all those 
who made his win possible.

“I can’t thank you enough from 
the bottom of  my heart for all the 
hard work, all the volunteering, [and] 

Do it yourself doesn’t mean do it alone. Here’s How

SHOP NOW
to complete 

your renovations 
before 

CHRISTMAS!! Only available at Aurora Home Hardware!

We now have space saving 18” depth

NEW SELECTION OF VANITIES

VANITIES ON DISPLAY
IN VARIOUS COLOURS & SIZES
for your bathroom reno needs.  

DIR: 905.717.0203   izzipopat@rogers.com  www.IzziPopat.com
Celebrating31Years

CENTRAL AURORA – BEAUTIFULLY APPOINTED EXECUTIVE HOME

IZZI POPAT SALES REPRESENTATIVE

$1,199,000 ONLINE TOUR:
http://tours.realtytours.ca/6-timpson-dr-aurora-n

14800 Yonge Street, Aurora, ON L4G 1N3
905.726.4063 ⎜www.Oakridgefashions.ca

YOUR FALL 
AND WINTER 

COATS ARE IN!

Now online!

Come fi nd yours
 before it disappears!

Mayor-Elect Tom Mrakas is greeted by 
his wife, Alison Collins-Mrakas, at his 
victory party on Monday night after 
clinching Aurora’s top job in the 2018 
Municipal Election. With nearly 48 per 
cent of the vote, Mr. Mrakas unseated 
two-term Mayor Geoff Dawe. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Voter turnout down from 2014

Continued on page 24
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Council & Committee Meetings

What’s Happening

What’s Happening

Date  Time  Location   Meeting

Week of October 22 and October 29 No meetings

November 5 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Committee of Adjustment

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit aurora.ca.

Club Aurora wellness seminar - An Ounce 
of Prevention

Register today for Club Aurora’s An Ounce of Prevention on 
Saturday, November 17 from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex. 

For more details on this seminar, visit aurora.ca/fi tness.

HAUNTED
TRAILS

...IF YOU DARE!

DECORATED
CABINS

MORE!

FAMILY 
FRIENDLY

TRAILS
+

+

FOREST
Haunted

A U R O R A’ S

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27

aurora.ca/hauntedforest • 905-726-4762
#AuroraHauntedForest

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

$5 per person

Shuttle bus available (Aurora Family Leisure Complex to Sheppard’s Bush).

CRAFTS &
ACTIVITIES

at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex

CHARITABLE BBQ
Available on site

(nominal fee wil l  apply)

WRISTBANDS
ONLY SOLD IN ADVANCE AT:

• Aurora Family Leisure Complex
   (135 Industrial Parkway North)
• Aurora Town Hall
   (100 John West Way)
• Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
   (1400 Wellington Street East)

Sheppard’s Bush
(corner of Mary St. & Industry St.)

What’s Happening

C A S H  P R I Z E S  W I L L  B E  AWA R D E D  F O R

YOUTH
AURORA’S

NOVEMBER 14, 2018

INNOVATION
FAIR

FOR
MORE
INFO

MOST INNOVATIVE •

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

INTERMEDIATE Grades 7 to 9
JUNIOR Grades 4 to 6

SENIOR Grades 10 to 12

• COMMUNITY LEADERSHIPECO-FRIENDLY

We reserve the right to cancel,
amend or change activities.

Proudly sponsored by

Individuals or groups in the
following age categories can

participate in the fair:

aurora.ca/youthinnovation
#aurorainnovationfair
905-726-4760

Apply as a group or individual by
November 1, 2018

135 Industrial Pkwy North
AURORA FAMILY LEISURE COMPLEX

The Town of Aurora is proud to present the
Aurora’s Youth Innovation Fair which
will showcase great ideas and inventions.

2019 Winter Community Services Program 
Guide is being delivered on Thursday, 
November 8

Coming soon! Look for your copy of the 2019 Winter 
Community Services Program Guide, being delivered with The 
Banner Newspaper on Thursday, November 8. There are 
many programs and activities for the entire family to enjoy. 
Registration starts on November 12.

Tips to empty your pool and spa safely

With sweater season here, follow these tips on how to 
correctly empty your pool or spa. 

For more details, visit aurora.ca/pools.

Public Notices

Road closure for Haunted Forest event 
on October 27

Aurora’s Haunted Forest event is taking place on Saturday, 
October 27. During the event, Mary Street from Industry 
Street to Industrial Parkway South will be temporarily closed 
from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. There will also be a lane restricition 
on the west side of Industrial Parkway South from the GO 
train parking lot entrance to Mary Street. 

Thank you for your understanding and co-operation.

Notice of service disruptions
Please see below for the scheduled service disruption at the  
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex (AFLC):

• Please note that the Youth Open Gym drop-in program at 
the AFLC willl be cancelled on Saturday, October 27 from 
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

We apologize for any inconvenience. For more information, 
visit aurora.ca/news.

Never miss important Town news and events again! 
Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter now. 

We’ll share information on key projects, upcoming events 
and important reminders – all in one convenient spot: 
aurora.ca/auroramatters.

Upcoming Events at the Aurora Public 
Library (APL)

Join the APL for the grand fi nale of the 2018 One Book 
One Aurora project on Saturday, November 3 at 2 p.m. 
in the Library Living Room at the APL. Meet Alison Pick 
and enjoy a fasinating glimpse into the story behind the 
story. For a complete list of all OBOA events, please visit 
onebookoneaurora.com.  

Are you passionate about technology? Explore new 
technologies with hands-on demonstrations and discuss the 
cultural, moral and existential impact of these 
technological changes on our day-to-day life. Classes are 
on the fi rst Tuesday of the month from October to May. The 
November class is on Tuesday, November 6 from 7 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. For more information, call 
905-727-9494 ext. 275 or email info@aurorapl.ca.

On Saturday, November 10, libraries all over the world 
will be hosting board games events. Come play your choice 
of a variety of games ranging from Settlers of Catan to 
Snakes & Ladders. Drop-in between 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
 All ages are welcome! For more information, call 
905-727-9494 ext. 275 or email info@aurorapl.ca.

Visit aurorapl.ca for more information on all of these 
programs. 

aurora.ca/hometownhockey

Notice Board
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SHOES
EST. 1970

SAARAH, MAE & RAZ KHAMISSA 

inv i te  you to come v i s i t  us  and our fr iend ly 

and informed s t af f  a t  the larges t  shoe s tore 

nor th of  Metro !  Omars  i s  ce lebrat ing  48 years 

of  f i t t ing  shoes  for  ever yone from bab ies  to 

adu l t s .  C larks  has  a  long s t and ing  reputat ion 

for  mak ing  good qua l i ty  shoes  that  g ive  you 

comfor t  r ight  away.  Se lec t  s ty les  are a l so 

ava i l ab le  in  wide wid ths .

14800 YONGE ST.  •  AURORA SHOPPING CENTRE •  905-727-9391 •  WWW.OMARSSHOES.COM 

CELEBRATING 48 YEARS •  OPEN SUNDAYS FROM 12 -  4  •  EXCLUDING LONG WEEKENDS

COMFORT 
IN YOUR 
SOUL

C L A R K DA L E  TO N E

B L A C K

C L A R K DA L E  TO N E

DA R K  TA N

M AY P E A R L  FAW N

DA R K  TA N

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus 
905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com

Highland Automotive Professionals 
would like to introduce 

Gord Hummel-Service Advisor

We Know Service Matters.

4.5 188 Total Reviews

I have been in the auto service 
fi eld for over forty years and 
during that time have strived to 
build and maintain good customer 
relations. For the past 15 years 
I have had the privilege to serve 
many Service Department 
customers here at Highland. 
Combined with an excellent 
technical staff and a customer 
focused service team, our Service 
department has been able to 
maintain high standards with 
a loyal customer following. 
We welcome you to trust us 
with your General Motors 
vehicle service needs. 
Direct Service: 
(905) 727-7787 
My Ext. 245

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

✓ Complimentary Collision 
Repair Estimates 

✓ Strong relationships with 
most vehicle insurance 
companies 

✓ Professional Glass & 
Paintless Dent Repair 

✓ Computerized Paint 
Colour Matching 

✓ We repair all vehicle 
makes and models 

✓ Lifetime Warranty on all 
collision repairs 

✓

 
 

✓
✓
✓

✓
✓

Wild West Haunted House brings spooky thrills 
close to home

By Brock Weir

Once upon a time, in a dark, 
dark house, lived two little kids who 
steered clear of  their garage.

Spooky things were happening in 
there, and they wanted to avoid it at 
all costs.

Now that Sabrina and Jonathan 
Diana are a little bit older, however, 
they can’t wait to get in the thick of  
it and spread the thrills and chills to 
anyone who dares enter.

This year, the Diana family of  40 
Carlyle Crescent, are pulling out all 
the stops for their Hallowe’en Haunt, 
Gargalese Gates of  Terror. Each year, 
the Hallowe’en enthusiasts spend a 
month transforming their home into 
a haunted house, open to anyone in 
the community in exchange for a 

simple donation to the Aurora Food 
Pantry.

Typically run over the course 
of  two days, this year is a little bit 
different on two fronts: the Wild 
West Theme, and a third night of  
communal creeps.

“I have always been a big fan of  
the paranormal, Hallowe’en, and 
[husband] Paul is so creative,” says Su 
Diana. “We started this over 10 years 
ago when we lived in Richmond Hill. 
We started with a little tombstone on 
the front lawn, and every year it gets 
bigger and better.”

As the “haunting” grew, the 
Dianas incorporated their passion 
for giving back, choosing the Aurora 
Food Pantry as a beneficiary of  their 
efforts.

Sue might be the big Hallowe’en 

Su, Jonathan and Paul Diana are putting the finishing touches on their Haunted House this 
week before they welcome visitors October 29 – 31. The family welcomes contributions to the 
Aurora Food Pantry. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners Classic

Or, so said Geoff  Dawe at Town Hall 
on Monday night before poll numbers 
started to roll in.

It has become something of  a 
tradition in Aurora for candidates to 
gather at the place where local laws 
are minted to see how the next year is 
going to shape up, and this year was no 
exception.

The vast majority of  men and 
women vying for a place at the table – 
Mayoral and Council candidates alike – 
congregated in the public galleries, some 
accompanied by their supporters, some 
accompanied by their families, some 
flying solo, to experience democracy in 
action.

There is always a unique energy in 
the air, a combination of  excitement 
and nervousness that is palpable, and it 
is an energy that often gives way to dread 
when the inevitable disappointment 
sets in for a great many people in the 
room. After all, there are always more 
candidates than seats at the table.

“I always find this to be the most 
nerve-wracking part of  the whole 
process and it is a tough process to start 
within,” said Mayor Dawe at the start 
of  the evening. “It’s all over but the 
shouting, so you just have to wait.”

The waiting ultimately didn’t pay off  
for Mayor Dawe, however, but I’m sure 
there will be plenty of  shouting from 
some quarters as the next four years 
takes shape. If  there weren’t, it simply 
wouldn’t be Aurora.

There shouldn’t be a lot of  shouting 
though. Everyone involved in this 
process did a wonderful job of  putting 
their positions forward, stating their 
cases on why they are the best person 
for the position being applied for, and 
how they stood out from the crowd.

They should all be congratulated for 
having the grit and determination to 
throw themselves out there, hoping to 
be, as the saying goes, the change they 
want to see in the world. And we, in 
turn, should all be thankful for their 
efforts to put action into our democracy.

Unfortunately, this action and 
excitement, along with the introduction 
of  internet voting, didn’t ultimately set 
Aurora on fire as far as voter turnout 

goes, but the 17,446 people who did 
cast their vote made their decision, and 
they made it pretty decisively.

Looking back over the past eight years, 
I think congratulations are certainly in 
order for the outgoing Mayor Dawe, as 
well as his two-term deputy Councillor 
John Abel. Although their relationship 
was far from harmonious, particularly 
over the last four years as both men 
jostled to either maintain or take over 
the Town’s top job, they provided 
steady leadership in a rapidly growing 
and evolving community.

Congratulations are also in order to 
outgoing Council members Paul Pirri 
and Jeff  Thom who, over the past eight 
and four years respectfully, also ably 
represented Aurora, while, in some 
cases, injecting a jolt of  youthful vitality 
into some of  the many issues facing the 
Town.

The next four years will be a time 
of  significant change, particularly as 
Aurora addresses growth, continues the 
march towards build out, and tackles 
some pretty hefty big ticket items that 
are coming down the pipe, including 
the ongoing renovations at the historic 
Aurora Armoury and the continued 
development of  both Library Square 
and the rest of  the Cultural Precinct 
area. 

Although he has been at the table for 
the past four years as a Councillor, it 
will be interesting to watch how Mayor-
Elect Mrakas will handle these issues, 
all of  which remain pretty divisive 
Town-wide.

Perhaps this time around it is a 
bit easier to predict how things will 
go. The top four vote-getters in the 
Council race are, after all, incumbents 
who have clearly expressed their views 
on each of  these issues.

As has John Gallo, who returns to the 
Council table after a break from 2014-
2018 following the loss of  his mayoral 
bid to Mr. Dawe. The newcomer, 
Rachel Gilliland, has also been clear 

on many of  her views, but with Ms. 
Gilliland and Mr. Gallo occupying one 
third of  the Council seats, it remains to 
be seen how these new (or, at the very 
least, refreshed) voices and perspectives 
will change the dynamic.

In the end, it will be up to the new 
Mayor, once the 2018 – 2022 term of  
Council is sworn in this December, to 
build Council cohesion.

In his victory speech on Monday 
night, Mr. Mrakas often referred to the 
sense of  “community” that helped him 
along the way. He was referring to the 
community as a whole, but the Council 
table is a community unto itself, 
representing the wider one outside of  
Town Hall.

The strength of  one, in my opinion, 
is often reflective of  the other, and it 
is a tall order for anyone steering the 
ship.

“I am tired of  screaming at the 
TV, first of  all,” Mr. Mrakas told The 
Auroran in 2014, when he first dipped 
his toe into municipal waters, running 
for a seat on the last term of  Council, 
of  why he decided to put himself  
forward. “Secondly, I figure I can’t 
criticize unless I throw my name into 
the hat and decide to put myself  in the 
positions to make decisions.

“My point of  view is to just make a 
decision and stop referring it. Unless 
you have absolutely no idea what is 
going on, there is no reason to refer. 
You have the information in front of  
you to make a decision and I think 
that is what the people want – to have 
people there making decisions instead 
of  letting staff  do all the decision-
making.”

The people of  Aurora made their 
decision on Monday night. It may 
not have been the decision that some 
people wanted, but the majority has 
had their say.

Like Mr. Mrakas and why he “threw 
his name into the hat in the first place,” 
it’s hard to criticize unless you cast your 
vote.

Now, Mr. Mrakas is a world away 
from “screaming at the TV” as he said 
he was four years ago. Now eyes will be 
on him as he prepares to take the helm.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Ballard made real 
difference, readers 
contend

It’s all over but the shouting
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR

Library needs to “rethink” 
mission, says cardholder

Machell’s Corners

Lèse-majesté: American Style

(Re: Ontario Public Library Week 
 2016 and the APL)

 
As Ontario Public Library Week 

comes to a close, the role that libraries 
play in a 21st century society comes to 
the foreground.

Libraries are lauded for their 
reputation as gathering centres and 
research hubs, offering safe spaces for 
innovative thinking and a free-flow of  
ideas. In an increasingly digital world, 
libraries are dually pivotal in moulding 
and influencing the needs of  its town’s 
residents.

At the Aurora Public Library, 
Aurorans are fortunate to have access to 
first-rate services such as free Internet, 
downloadable digital multimedia, and 
for a fee, use of  the 3-D printer. Sounds 
pretty fantastic, right? But what’s 
missing? 

 Books. And therein lies part of  the 
APL’s problem.

Contrary to popular belief, books 
are not dead. In fact, according to 
BookNet Canada’s SalesData, the unit 
sales of  print books in the Canadian 
trade market saw a 1 per cent increase 
last year over those figures in 2014. If  
book-buying is on the rise, this should 
bode well for print circulation in public 
libraries.

This snub is apparent at the APL: the 
word “books” doesn’t appear anywhere 
on its header and homepage. Though 
“One Book; One Aurora” is based upon 
this year’s pick (Kim Echlin’s excellent 
Under the Visible Life), this event series 
felt forced, frenzied and leaves much to 
be desired.

I’m a proud card-holder at the 
Aurora Public library for over twenty-
five years, but in the past few years, I’ve 
increasingly noticed a dramatic change 
in the library’s raison d’être, the 
greatest of  which is underscored by the 
“living room” space. I cannot count the 
number of  conversations with fellow 
patrons bemoaning noise levels in the 
library, further shocked to hear that it’s 
the library management who approved 
these events. Thankfully, the APL now 
runs a “noise alert” banner on its 
website, but it’s hardly a consolation 
prize.

What do we say to students who 
seek out the library for its calming 
atmosphere, only to be greeted by 
unnecessarily loud concerts and 
disruptive events? There’s a time and a 
place for jazz concerts, holiday music, 
and MC’ed events, but that place isn’t 
in the lobby of  an open-concept library.

Although the study rooms are a great 
resource, they are usually all booked up, 
and not in fact sound-proof. There’s a 
time and a place for community events 
in a library space, but the APL all too 
often misses the mark. That being said, 
the well-attended documentary film 
festivals, popular book clubs, and tax 
clinics are just some of  the exemplary 
events put on by the library.

There’s a deep disconnect between 
the APL’s “modernization” of  the 
library, and its community outreach 
strategies. If  the library wants to reach 
out to Aurorans, it must make good 
use of  its social media channels. As 
it stands now, the APL’s Twitter and 
Facebook accounts boast little more 
than re-purposing links posted by other 
outlets, rendering their feeds stagnant. 
A successful social media presence 
creates content exclusively for its 
online platform to generate public 
interest in using the library’s services.

Despite this, some lights still shine 
brightly at the APL: the children’s 
department offers a strong array 
of  programming for children of  all 
ages, much like those that children 
of  yesteryear (present company 
included) enjoyed at the old location 
on Victoria Street. Staff  members 
from the information and circulation 
departments should be applauded for 
their knowledgeable skill-sets and 
friendly dispositions. 

Once upon time, not so long ago, in a 
community not so far away, there lived 
a councillor and a reporter.

This reporter diligently attended 
each Council and General Committee 
meeting, took copious notes and had an 
audio recorder at the ready just in case 
some pearl of  wisdom escaped his ears.

At the end of  the day, these notes 
were compiled and cross-referenced to 
the audio, resulting in articles on what 
local politicians were doing with the 
votes of  the public.

Councillors of  the day generally 
liked the gems this reporter used 
to illustrate the topics of  the day, 
presumably happy to see their views in 
print for the constituents they served – 
verbatim and unvarnished.

But, there is one in every crowd; one 
councillor, long since moved onto other 
endeavours, who momentarily thought 
differently, raising concerns about 
accuracy.

It isn’t what you might think: “Do 
you think you could clean up my 
quotes?” asked the councillor following 
a particularly late-running Council 
meeting. “I sounded like an idiot last 
week.”

Oh so many replies raced through 
the reporter’s mind but, conscious of  
job security, all of  these were left on 
the lobe.

The reporter simply smiled and said, 
“I’ll see what I can do.”

But, there were oh-so-many things to 
say in reply to this politician. First of  
all, if  what you say is not as coherent as 
it sounded in your head upon playback, 
perhaps more thought should be given 
to the words before they are launched 
forth.

Second of  all, accuracy is always the 
best we can aspire to.

Third, and most importantly of  all, 
it is not a reporter’s job to rework your 
quotes into something that would be 
the envy of  silver-tongued politicians 
like Barack Obama. 

This was just over six years ago 
in my early days at the paper and 
although the politician in question 
was, of  course joking about this – or, 
at least half-joking. I think. – I’ve been 
thinking back to that moment as the 
U.S. Presidential Election descends 
even further into the muck. 

Look no further than the Republican 
nominee as the root cause of  these 

flashbacks.
Since the very beginning of  his 

unlikely campaign, he has continually 
cited media “elites” and power brokers 
being the cause of  all the controversy 
he has caused in his wake.

“Clear bias,” he and his surrogates 
cry when referring to the so-called 
“mainstream” media, despite the fact 
nobody has played the media game 
better than him over the course of  the 
bulk of  my natural life. He has been a 
power player and he knows the ropes.

Yet, he has found a core base of  
voters who see him as an outsider, 
someone who is fighting an uphill 
battle, someone who can be a change-
maker, and it is fascinating to watch 
unfold. His core uncritically latches 
onto buzzwords without exercising 
the critical thinking powers available 
to us all to see they are just words, 
completely devoid of  meaning and, 
let’s face it, when it comes to monikers, 
completely lacking in the catchiness 
and panache offered by politicians 
from elections of  yore.

It is, in the case of  this man, easier 
to find a constituency eager to take just 
about everything spoon-fed to them 
as long as it fits into their already-set 
worldview at face value without giving 
it a moment’s consideration.

It’s a perfect storm of  ignorance and 
misplaced anger within this group that 
has propelled him forward, but there is 
an equally strong constituency who are 
not lapping it up. 

Why?
Well, the easiest answer for this 

group to digest is, “Well, the media 
is biased and the election is rigged. 
Obviously.”

Obviously not, but it is an excuse that 
takes minimal grey cells to process.

The first problem with his argument 
is his evidence: his own words, which 
the media has the gall to listen to, replay 
in the full flower of  eloquence, and 
unpackage as to its potential impacts 
to the American voting public (and 

the curious international bystanders) 
looking on with increasing horror.

The second problem with his 
argument is logic. As several pundits 
– including those making a living on 
satirizing such people – have said since 
the nominee started to trot out these 
arguments when it appeared the tides 
were turning, it is counterintuitive to 
think that the Democratic nominee is 
the preferred media choice for the top 
job.

For better or worse, we live in a 24 
hour news cycle. Today’s consumer 
of  TV news need to be re-engaged 
at regular intervals with fresh 
commentary, analysis and up-to-the-
minute video and sound bites in order 
to keep their interest, and there is no 
better person to help in that than the 
Republican candidate.

Compared to previous elections, this 
one is very much being tried in the 
court of  social media where clickbait 
is the name of  the game. With quote-a-
minute candidates like the Republican, 
there is no better person to keep such 
outlet in clover for the better part of  
four or five years.

In all seriousness, however, what 
this all boils down to is scapegoating 
and having incredibly thin skin and 
that, in any hands, can be a potent and 
dangerous combination.

If  replaying, reporting or otherwise 
regurgitating a quote from a politician 
accurately and without the benefit of  
a good spit and polish constitutes bias 
against someone in the eyes of  many, 
we’re on a dangerous road.

At the moment, there are reports 
coming out of  South Asia that 
Thailand, in the wake of  their revered 
King’s recent death this month 
are calling on Google to remove all 
content seen as insulting to the late 
monarch and on foreign governments 
to extradite online commentators to 
face prosecution in Bangkok for this 
particular crime.

Is the Republican’s latest siren call 
over social media to have the powers-
that-be cancel the venerable Saturday 
Night Live due to Alec Baldwin’s 
brilliant send-up all that different? 

Or is using the candidate’s own 
words – in 140 characters or less – 
another example of  bias.

We’ll find out in a couple of  weeks. 

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Main number 905-727-3300  •  Fax number  905-727-2620

Subscriptions available within Canada and U.S.
email: administration@auroran.com

Founder 
Ron Wallace  

Publisher Emeritus 
Rosemary Schumaker 

EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors  
and letter writers are not necessarily those of  The  
Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number, 
although number will not be published, and be limited  
to 600 words. Letters may be edited or refused. All  
contents protected by copyright.

ADVERTISING POLICY
Publisher is not liable for slight changes or  
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of  an  
advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the  
attention of  the publisher prior to the following edition. 

EDITOR PRODUCTION MANAGER MOTORING 
Brock Weir  Cynthia Proctor Heather Irwin
brock@auroran.com  cynthia@auroran.com heather@caledoncitizen.com

ADVERTISING CLASSIFIEDS PHOTOGRAPHY 
Diane Buchanan  905-727-3300 ex.102 Glenn Rodger
diane@auroran.com cynthia@auroran.com grodger@rogers.com

ADVERTISING     
Zach Shoub   
zach@auroran.com    
TODAYS NEW HOMES  
Zach Shoub   
zach@lpcmedia.ca 

THE AURORAN
Aurora’s Community Newspaper 

The Auroran Newspaper Company Ltd. 
15213 Yonge Street, Suite 8 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email  
to letters@auroran.com. 

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

150

CAN
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N

www.facebook.com/TheAuroran www.TheAuroran.com @TheAuroranNews

As the municipal election day 
approaches on Monday, October 22, we, 
the undersigned, would like to remind 
Aurora residents about how our Mayor 
and Town Council left the residents of  the 
Highland Gate community to fight alone 
for the protection we quite reasonably 
expected from Aurora’s Official Plan.

The Highland Gate Ratepayers 
Association was forced to defend the 
Town’s Official Plan without the financial 
and expert support the Town could have 
provided. Through residents’ generous 
support, over $182,500 was raised to hire 
legal and planning expertise of  our own.

Where were our elected officials? 
The first Highland Community 

Ratepayers Association had succeeded on 
a previous occasion to limit redevelopment 
of  the historic Aurora Highlands golf  
course. It secured what it believed were 
conditions and a commitment that would 
give the Town and neighbouring residents 
future influence over re-development of  
the course. Residents of  the community 
have since learned how reliant they were 
on the Mayor and Town Council of  the 
day being a faithful partner, and how 
vulnerable they would become – and 
remain – when it was not.

As golf  course attendance declined and 
eagerness to develop land already in use 
grew, the owners of  the course initiated a 
plan of  development.

The 2014-2018 Council, which 
included three of  the current mayoral 
candidates (John Abel, Geoff  Dawe, and 
Tom Mrakas) and four other Councillors 
seeking re-election, did not respond to the 
developer’s proposal by the legal deadline, 
providing an easy and fast track for appeal 
to the OMB.

The Council and Town staff  did not 
uphold our Official Plan during the 
development proposal period and choose 
not to stand with residents during the 
OMB mediation session. Residents fought 
alone, without the support of  the Council. 
Residents had to pay for the expensive 
legal and planning reviews themselves. 
The Council votes cast at the Mediation 
settlement were, by then, no longer decisive 
in the outcome. 

Ask these Councillors and Mayoral 
Candidates: Why didn’t they uphold our 
Official Plan when it counted during the 
public meetings and at the Highland Gate 
Development OMB hearing? 

Our then-MPP, Chris Ballard said this 
at the time: “I believe the Town has the 
tools on hand to work constructively with 
whomever owns the property in the future.” 
And “As a resident of  Aurora, I look to 
Council to provide us with the leadership 
necessary to have responsible ownership 
in that area.” (The Auroran, Nov 20, 2014 
p 7). Mr. Ballard pushed for fair treatment 
of  residents by the development company, 
and did not back down from that position.

After many years of  complaints from 
many ratepayers groups, environmental 
groups and public officials across Ontario, 
the provincial government began 
studying changes to the OMB process. 
As part of  the public review process, the 
HGRPA submitted comments to the 
Province of  Ontario Environmental Bill 
of  Rights Registry. The Association of  
Municipalities Ontario, (AMO) which 
represents all municipalities across the 
province, including Aurora, also submitted 
a proposal to the Province. And, as our 
MPP, Chris Ballard pushed this process 
forward to support his Aurora neighbours, 
constituents and environmental groups 
across the Oak Ridges Moraine.

Ted McMeekin, former Minister of  
Municipal Affairs for Ontario, has told us 
he was pressed publicly and privately by 
MPP Ballard to institute reforms. He says: 
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Open for Business for over 100 Days
Since my last column, our 

government has been working hard 
to deliver on our commitments. I am 
proud to say within the first hundred 
days we’ve kept our promise and 
brought real, meaningful change to 
Ontario.

As the MPP of  this wonderful 
community, I wanted to let you know 
our team in Newmarket and Aurora 
is here for you and has got straight 
to work to make sure your voices are 
heard.  

Every day we make it a priority to 
meet with constituents, community 
groups and local businesses– groups 
like Terradyne, a global producer of  
armoured vehicles in Newmarket, 
and Thermogenics, a leading boiler 
equipment manufacturer in Aurora.  
It’s amazing to see the innovation and 
progress happening in our community.  

We recently opened our permanent 
office, located at the corner of  Yonge 
and Mulock in Newmarket.  And as 
part of  a new initiative, I am pleased 
to be hosting an exhibition of  artwork 
provided by the Society of  York Region 
Artists (SOYRA) in our office. As a proud 
supporter of  the arts, I look forward 

to the rotating exhibit throughout the 
year. The current exhibit features work 
by the SOYRA executive. I welcome all 
of  you to visit and get to know me and 
your local, provincial team better. You 
can count on me to advocate for the 
issues that matter to you.  

Throughout our campaign, I 
repeatedly heard the same message: life 
is simply unaffordable here in Ontario.  
That is why I am proud of  the work 
we’ve done at Queen’s Park in the first 
hundred days. We have delivered on 
key initiatives that will help lower gas 
prices and reduce hydro bills, restore 
accountability and trust in government, 
and send a message to the world that 
Ontario is open for business. We are:

Scrapping the ineffective and 
costly cap-and-trade carbon tax 

and introduced legislation that will save 
the average Ontario family $260 a year 
and bring gas prices down by 4.3 cents 
per litre. We removed the carbon tax 
from natural gas bills, saving families 
$480 a year and small businesses $285 
a year.

Cleaning up the hydro file by 
renewing the leadership of  Hydro One 
and cancelling 758 expensive renewable 
energy contracts, generating $790 
million in savings for the ratepayer. 

Protecting Ontario workers and 
jobs with respect to the new United 
States Mexico Canada Agreement.

Introducing efficiencies to 
tackle the $15 billion deficit our 
province is facing, found in the line-by-
line audit we conducted.

Increasing GO train service 
in the GTHA, the largest GO train 
service increase in five years.

Launching an education 
consultation with a digital survey on 
our school curriculum.

Each year during flu season, many 
hospitals across the province have a hard 
time managing higher patient volumes, 
causing more people to be treated in 
unconventional spaces. It is simply 

(Editor’s Note:  
This column was filed October 12)

We are now in the closing stages 
of  the municipal election campaign. 
For the volunteers of  the respective 
candidates, it has been anything but 
calm; activity has been on-going for 
the past couple of  months.

It will be a sprint to the October 22 
finish for all the campaign teams.

Some musings and observations 
from the campaign trail:

You don’t need to read the papers, 
listen to the radio or watch your 
television to know when any election 
has begun; simply watch for the lawn 
signs. 

Aurora is awash in political lawn 
signs.

The amount of  signs that one sees 
doesn’t correlate exactly to a winning 
campaign, of  course, but they do 
provide clues as to the organizational 
strength of  the candidate, provide 
visibility and name recognition and, as 
the campaign moves along, the more 
signs shown popping up on people’s 
lawns, shows momentum.

Neighbours become intrigued as 
they watch a sign crew do their work. 
I love it as the neighbour cranes his 
neck to see what it is being put up. A 
sigh of  relief  comes what they realize 
it is not a “For Sale” sign.

The homeowner then sees the name 
of  the candidate on the sign and they 
either smile or may even say something 
nice to you or they will immediately 
look away.

In some rare instances, I have seen 
these individuals looked stunned, 
thinking to themselves, “I thought my 
neighbour was a good guy – I shared 
a beer with him yesterday. It turns out 
that he is an idiot.” 

I wish I had a digital camera to 
record some of  the looks! Priceless!

I 
had the honour of  moderating the All-
Candidates debate on behalf  of  the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce at the 
Royal Venetian Banquet Hall. A good 
crowd was on hand considering that 
the Leafs home opener was occurring 
at the same time.

Each of  the four mayoralty 
candidates acquitted themselves very 
well in light of  the tough questions 
that the Chamber had prepared.

We opened with ten rapid fire 
questions, in which the candidates 
were only allowed to answer using 
their ping pong paddle – green side for 
“yes” or red side for “no’.

My favourite three rapid fire 
questions:

Did you/Do you support the 
reduction of  the size of  council to 6?

Do you support a ward system 
moving forward?

Do you support the retail operation 
of  cannabis in Aurora? 

Each candidate was given two 
minutes to answer a question 
specifically directed at them and 
then each candidate had one minute 
to rebut/respond. There were no 
fireworks. However, the questions were 
quite detailed and of  sufficient variety 
that I think those in attendance had 

a good understanding of  where the 
candidates stood on the issues.

Interspersed throughout breaks 
in the debate were two minute 
videos of  all the council candidates. 
I am amazed by the quality of  the 
candidates. Besides the passion shown 
through the screen was the amount of  
volunteerism that they have done in 
our community.

It is also interesting to see what each 
of  the respective candidates chose to 
highlight during their two minutes. 
Some spoke about their business 
background, while others discussed 
their long history in Town.

A good idea was suggested to me 
that evening that I believe should be 
considered by the Town staff. The 
Town’s website lists all the candidates. 
I think they should take it a step further. 
They should have the candidate videos 
there, plus a one-page literature piece 
and a link to the respective candidates’ 
website.

That way, voters like me could do 
a one stop shop so that and be able to 
compare and contrast the candidates 
in an easy way. Trying to select six 
council candidates is not easy.

I was talking to a first-time council 
candidate at the debate and asking 
them how it was going. The lady said 
pretty well, but that it is hard trying to 
campaign all around Town. She said 
that for this very simple reason she is 
very much in favour of  a ward system. 
I will have more to say about this topic 
in a future column.

We are fortunate to live in a 
community where so many enthusiastic 
and skilled people have come forward 
to represent us. Please make sure you 
go out and cast a ballot either in the 
advanced polls or on Election Day.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR

Continued on page 24

Continued on page 6
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Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Your Monthly Update

2018 Municipal Election notebook

Yes   No  Unsure

Given the results of the October 22 
Municipal Election, are you optimistic 

about the next four years?

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is celebrating…

Hallowe’en!
(October 31)

Zombies, ghouls and witches...oh my! October certainly is the  
spookiest month of the year, but do you know what might be  

scarier? All the cavities that a Hallowe’en sugar frenzy can cause!  
This 85-year-old dental invoice (987.53.25) details the cost for  
Mrs. Hodgkinson to receive four x-rays from Dr. E.V. Underhill. 

In 1933, these x-rays cost $2.50, which is the equivalent of  
approximately $47 today. According to the invoice,  
Mrs. Hodgkinson was not treated for any cavities. 

Who knows if this remained true after October 31…

Do you agree with the Province’s decision to scrap the minimum wage increase?

“Chris was a strong advocate for Ontario 
Municipal Board reform and his input was 
valued. I know he came to Queen’s Park 
after being an Aurora Town Councillor 
wanting to reform the OMB, and he was 
successful. Chris was a great advocate for 
the people of  Aurora. It was clear he put 
their interests first.”

Claims are being made by the Mayor 
and Town Council members seeking re-
election about their positive role in the 
Highland gate settlement agreement.  
Neither the incumbent Mayor nor Town 
Council members distinguished themselves 
by being especially influential in achieving 
OMB reform. Certainly none of  them 
played the significant role of  Chris Ballard, 
who as our MPP and member of  the 
Ontario cabinet, advocated and voted for 
the passage of  the new law. Chris Ballard 
was the one elected official from Aurora 
who made a meaningful difference.

Here in Town, it was residents working 
through the HGRPA, without the help 
of  the incumbent Mayor or Town 
Councillors, who succeeded in negotiating: 

•	 a community park with amenities
•	 public consultation with members 

of  the residents group affected by 
the park plan

•	 additional natural areas throughout 
the proposed development, with 
trails increased by 72%

•	 all R1 and R2 bylaws regarding 
setbacks and building restrictions 
to adhere to town standards for our 
community

•	 buffer areas adjacent to the rear 
yards and roadways, and more

Due to its elevation and environmental 
features, the area now referred to as 
Community Park was never to be 
developed with housing, and, in any 
event, would have remained green space. 
Unfortunately, we had no choice with the 
changes to the ponds. It is Lake Simcoe 
Region Conservation Area’s policy to take 
all ponds in the region offline and return 
the stream flow to its natural course, 
restore and naturalize the stream shoreline 
for local species. 

We want to set the record straight that the 
incumbent Mayor and Town Councillors 
did nothing at the most critical moment of  
the process – at the very beginning, they 
chose to do nothing.

We’d also like to remind our fellow 
residents that the journey to complete the 
Highland Gate development is far from 
over. In this Aurora election, residents, 
when they cast their votes, should consider 
carefully who is most likely to consider 
their interests and defend their rights in the 
years ahead.

Aurora residents should vote for someone 
who stood by them and has proven capable 
of  achieving what they attempt, even when 
keeping that commitment is challenging 
and can come with consequences. 

Chris Ballard has our vote!

Catherine Marshall
Graham Batchelor

Susan Walmer
Paul Simpson

Laura-Mae & Robert Cook
Scott Parry

Patricia Parry
David Parry

CHRISTINE’S
CHRONICLES

Christine Elliott, MPP 
Newmarket - Aurora

Letter above does 
not reflect views of 
Ratepayers, says former 
president

(Re: Ballard made real difference, 
readers contend. Letter published 

online Sunday, October 21)

My name is David LeClaire. I 
am, or rather was, the President 
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BLYTHSUMMERS.COM � 1-866-960-3552

REGISTRATION FOR SUMMER 2019 IS NOW OPEN!

PUT THE WORLD WITHIN YOUR REACH!

25+ 
PROGRAMS

30+ 
COUNTRIES

SUMMER STUDY ABROAD, 
COMMUNITY SERVICE, 

AND MARCH BREAK 
PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS 

IN GRADES 9-12 

MagicCabinetCM
www.cabinetmagic.ca

Custom NEW Kitchens

The bitterness of poor quality is remembered 
long after the sweetness of a low price has faded from memory

Call or email us today info@cabinetmagic.ca

CANADIAN 
MADE

10% OFF
CABINET REFACING

10% OFF
NEW KITCHENS

PROMO
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES • PERSPECTIVE DRAWINGS

Cabinet Refacing

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

Vanity Cabinets 
 * Tile Flooring 

& Backsplash 

Hardwood, 
Vinyl & Cork Flooring 

Sinks, Faucets 
and Range Hoods 
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Call 905-954-0967416-479-0415
705-797-4853

1100 Gorham St., 
Unit #20 Newmarket

Visit Our Showroom

Servicing the 
GTA for 30 

Years

Collaboration is key for new long-term care 
facilities, says Health Minister

Southlake subject  
to ongoing  

capacity review

By Brock Weir

Communities across Canada are 

dealing with the impacts of  an aging 
population, and York Region and 
Simcoe County are no exception, but, 
according to Christine Elliott, Ontario’s 
Minister of  Health and Long-Term 
Care, all three levels of  government, 
along with community partnerships, 
need to work together to make sure 
we’re ready to address the issue.

Ms. Elliott, MPP for Newmarket-

Aurora, made her comments at a recent 
lunch hosted by the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce.

Asked by moderator Brendan Black 
what municipal councils in light of  
this month’s municipal election can 
do to attract and build long-term care 
facilities in York and Simcoe, Ms. Elliott 
says resources need to be in place so 
aging Ontarians, in turn, can age in 
place.

“I think one of  the situations that 
we have right now is we’re receiving 
applications from large builders that 
want to build 200 bed homes, but also 
from smaller municipalities that might 
have a long-term care home already 
[that needs updating]. Maybe it’s not 
one that families want to go to. Maybe 
it is an older one, maybe there are 
four-bed rooms. 

“We can encourage Councillors 
to work with those owners, whether 
public, private, municipal, whatever 
it happens to be, to encourage 
them to make an application for 
redevelopment of  the existing facility 
to bring them up to a higher level. 
What tends to happen though is if  you 
have a number of  four-bed rooms, 
you end up with fewer beds by the 
time you modernize, so it is necessary 
to have a new build to go along with 
the renovations and that is really 
important.

“We need to make sure smaller 
communities also have good quality 
long-term care facilities because we 
know how important it is for seniors to 

live in their own communities, where 
they have probably lived for most 
of  their lives and where their family 
continues to live. We don’t want them 
to be separated from their friends and 
family.”

In her capacity as Health Minister, 
but also in her capacity as the local 
Member of  Provincial Parliament, 
Ms. Elliott expanded upon a recent 
Provincial investment of  $90 million 
for additional health care beds in 
hospitals across the province.

Asked how this would impact 
Southlake Regional Health Centre, 
a Regional hub for many services 
including cardiac and cancer care, 
Ms. Elliott said those details would be 
forthcoming.

“I have toured Southlake and I 
know that it is very congested because 
it is also a Regional centre for varying 
services and we need to expand 
capacity,” she said. “That is something 
we’re working on right now: The 
Health System Capacity Plan. I can’t 
give you an exact time that that is going 
to be happening, but it is certainly a 
priority because although we created 
this additional capacity of  $90 million 
to help us get through flu season, this is 
not a long-term solution and I intend 
to have a plan in place so that by this 
time next year we don’t have to have 
intermediate capacity plans [and] we 
will have a plan in place where we will 
be able to ease some of  the gridlock 
on Southlake as well as some of  the 
other hospitals across Ontario.”

unacceptable to see patients receiving 
treatment in hallways, storage rooms 
and boardrooms. That is why earlier 
this month, as the Minister of  Health 
and Long-Term Care, I announced this 
government is taking immediate action 
to reduce the strain on hospitals during 
this time of  the year. This includes: 

An additional $90 million to 
support more than 1,100 beds and 
spaces across the province to alleviate 
the strain on the health care system 
during the flu season.

Moving forward with the first 
6,075 new long-term care beds 
representing the first wave of  more 
than 15,000 long-term care beds the 
government has committed to build 
over the next five years.

Hallway health care is a multi-
faceted problem that will require 
real and innovative solutions. Our 

government will continue to listen to 
the people who work on the front lines 
of  our health care system as we develop 
a long-term, transformational strategy 
to address the pressures our system is 
facing.

These are just some of  the reasons 
that make me so proud to be a part of  
a government that truly cares about 
the people of  this province and how 
taxpayers’ dollars are spent.  

There are, no doubt, many 
challenges ahead of  us, but also a 
significant number of  opportunities – 
opportunities to work together to make 
this province more prosperous for us 
all.

Christine Elliott’s community office is 
located at 16635 Yonge Street, Unit 22 in 
Newmarket.  Her phone number is 905-853-
9889 and she can also be reached at christine.
elliottco@pc.ola.org. Please be in touch with 
any inquiries and concerns – we are ready to 
help.

CHRISTINE’S CHRONICLES
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Thursday, November 15th • 2 pm to 7 pm
Saturday, November 24th • 1 pm to 4 pm
Join us for a first look at the bigger and better Kingsway 
Place! Come for a sneak peek of our initial renovations and 
view our stunning model suites. Delight in samplings from 
our talented Chefs at Kingsway Place where we know how 
to thrill the taste buds. Enjoy musical entertainment as you 
meet and mingle with our fabulous group of Residents and 
Staff. Suites are on a first-come, first-served basis so don’t 
miss this opportunity to select your favourite.

Can’t make it to an open house? 
Make your private appointment by calling Elaine  
at 905-841-2777 to learn more. Visit us online at 

KingswayAurora.com

Join us!
Taste of Kingsway Place

*previously Kingsway Arms

145 Murray Drive, Aurora
905-841-2777 
KingswayAurora.com

Independent Living • Assisted Living

A Warm & Friendly Welcome Awaits You 

Our new addition opens in November!

If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may fi nd that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you fi nd the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-infl ammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a 
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased fl exibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
effi cacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many
sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

AdvertorialTop-rated Haunted Forest takes 
over Sheppard’s Bush this Saturday

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s Haunted Forest has been a draw 
for tourists from around Aurora and beyond 
looking for thrills and chills under a starry 
sky, and this year organizers are planning 
on pulling out all the stops. After all, as a 
member of  the Top 100 Festivals & Events 
in Ontario list, they have a reputation to 
maintain!

Thousands are expected to turn out 
at Sheppard’s Bush this Saturday night, 
October 27, from 6 – 9 p.m. for the 
experience, which features not only a 
family-friendly trail, but one designed for 
bigger kids, weaving in bone-chilling sights 
and sounds.

Wrist-bands, your admission to the event, 
are on sale now at many locations across the 
community, including the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex, Aurora Town Hall and 
the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex. 
They must be purchased in advance. 

“This is one of  the Top 100 Festivals 
& Events in Ontario and we have kept 
this position for a number of  years, which 
is really an achievement to do and that 
is greatly attributed to the amount of  
effort that goes in to make the experience 
different,” says Shelley Ware, Special Events 
Coordinator for the Town of  Aurora. “Even 
though we still have a family trail each year, 
we try our best each year to shake it up 

and make it fresh so that people still want 
to come back year after year. This is one of  
those events where the entire family can age 
with the event because you can go when 
your children are small and still be going 
when they are in their teens or even older. It 
is not an event that caps off  at a certain age 
in terms of  appeal.”

New this year, Theatre Aurora has 
joined the Haunted Forest team, along 
with volunteers from local Scouts, Marquee 
Theatrical Productions, and the Town of  
Aurora’s Youth Engagement Committee.

“The event is getting stronger in terms of  
our partnerships,” says Ms. Ware, adding 
that a returning favourite, Casper’s Scare 
School, is taking a new form this year: a 
mini school built inside a shipping container.

The thrills and chills trail, she notes, will 
feature more displays this year than ever 
before – and you might encounter some 
“zombie children” along the way.

“When you’re on the next trail that’s not 
so scary, you still need to keep all your senses 
intact and always be on your guard because 
you never know when the next thrill is just 
around the next tree,” she says. “If  you still 
haven’t made your decision on whether 
to come out on Saturday, don’t make 
your decision based on the weather. If  the 
weather appears to be unfavourable, it adds 
to the excitement of  your experience.”

For more on the 2018 Haunted Forest, 
visit www.aurora.ca/hauntedforest.

Witches are expected to be out in full force this Saturday as Aurora hosts the annual Haunted 
Forest. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.
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DREAM BIGGER. GO FARTHER.
     DISCOVER CHEVROLET.
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UnmaskYour Business Potential
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Do you have a financial advisor,  
but not a written financial plan?

A written financial plan can help you pursue your goals with 
confidence and take steps towards a secure financial future.  
Ask yourself:
1.  Do I know what I need to do to achieve my personal and  

financial goals?
2. Will I have enough income and savings to retire comfortably?
3.  How much do I pay for financial advice and what value am I 

receiving? 

If you’re unsure, contact Brendan Black today. Working with highly 
accredited Financial Planners at RBC Wealth Management, he can 
help get you on track to achieve your goals.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

Mobile app joins forces with businesses to reward 
cyclists for pedal power

By Brock Weir

A new app in York Region is joining 
forces with local businesses to reward 
cyclists for getting their bikes out to get 
where they need to go. 

Biko, a free mobile app, has arrived in 
York Region with the aim of  encouraging 
people to leave their cars at home for a 
little while and dust off  their bikes to get 
around.

It’s not an app, however, that just 
measures your kilometres or the number 
of  calories burned over the course of  
your ride; for each kilometer you cycle, 
you get closer and closer to some rewards 
from local businesses and organizations, 

including York Region Transit. 
According to app developers, Biko’s 

primary goal is to improve the quality of  
life in urban cities through three ways: 
improved mental and physical health, 
reduced pollution and better mobility and 
means of  transportation.

Incentivizing biking through rewards 
has real benefits, they say, as, since its 
national launch in 2015, Biko users 
have collectively travelled 35,546,029 
kilometres and reduced their carbon 
emissions by 4,620,984 kg.

“This is a free app that rewards cyclists 
for cycling around their city,” says Molly 
Millar, Biko’s Canadian manager. “Before 
you hop on your bike, you go into the app 
and click Start. You then peddle off  to 

your destination and the app is doing all 
its calculations behind the scenes. When 
you get to your destination, you press 
Stop and you will see for every kilometre 
you cycle, you will get a Biko. As you 
accumulate your Bikos, you can go into 
the Rewards tab…and see rewards from 
local businesses across York Region as well 
as national partners. You can exchange 
your Bikos on anything from coffee to 
yoga.”

Biko arrived in York Region on 
September 23, first launched in the City 
of  Markham. Since then, it has expanded 
northward. The app developers say they 
see York Region as a prime market with 
“huge potential” to encourage more 
cycling. The “urban cyclists” are out 
there, they say, but sometimes they need 
a boost.

“I am an urban cyclist myself  and 
when I say that, I use my bike to come into 
work, to go and see friends and as a social 
activity,” says Ms. Millar, who is based in 
Vancouver. “There has never been an 
app specifically for me. The competitive 
cyclists all have their apps, but this is an 
app for me and my target group of  users. 
It encourages me to hop on my bike and 
earn rewards and then connects me with 
the local community of  businesses.”

In bringing businesses on board as 
partners, Ms. Millar says it all comes 
down to improving quality of  life in the 
community.

“If  you’re encouraging people to cycle 
more and drive a little bit less, you’re 
helping the environment because people 
are polluting a little bit less,” she says. 
“If  you’re encouraging people to cycle, 
it has an excellent health benefit: exercise 
is great for the body and even better for 
the mind. By encouraging people to cycle, 
you’re helping the mobility of  your city. 
You’re encouraging a better, more liveable 
city. On the business side of  things, this 
app is a marketing tool. Businesses put 

up to three rewards on the app and local 
residents can scroll through every day, and 
we drive business to our local partners.”

Locally, Biko’s partners include a 
number of  restaurants, fitness studios and 
transportation bodies, such as York Region 
Transit and Green Storage. Newmarket’s 
Balanced Body Breakthrough, for 
instance, offers $10 off  one hour of  
athletic therapy or massage therapy in 
exchange for 30 Bikos. York Region 
Transit offers 10 YRT/Viva Adult Passes 
for 120 Bikos, and Green Storage offers 
significant discounts on storage units and 
boxes. 

“Essentially, in exchange for cycling, 
you’re able to get a free bus ride and I 
think the synchronicity between public 
transportation and cycling is so amazing,” 
says Ms. Millar. “It’s what we want to 
encourage in our cities as we’re trying 
to shift the mode a little bit away from 
the private vehicle into a more shared 
resource.

“What I would love to see one year 
from now is York Region residents, be 
they in Aurora or Newmarket, waking 
up on a Saturday morning and making 
decisions about what they are doing based 
around some fantastic rewards in the app, 
whether it is going to a museum during 
the day and getting discounted entry for 
Bikos and deciding to go out for dinner 
that evening because one of  their favourite 
restaurants is on the app. I would love to 
see it incorporated into people’s daily or 
weekly enjoyment of  their lives.” 

Biko was founded by Enrique Cuellar, 
Emilio Pombo and Tomas Bleier 
in Colombia in 2015. Since then, it 
has spawned a network of  over 300 
companies throughout North and South 
America. 

Biko can also be tailored for walking or 
running, and is available free through the 
App Store or through Google Play. For 
more information, visit bikoapp.com.

REBATE ROUNDTABLE – Federal Finance Minister Bill Morenau was at Aurora’s Windfall  
Ecology Centre on Tuesday afternoon to meet with environmental leaders from across  
Ontario on initiatives that could be taken back to Ottawa. The Minister’s visit coincided with an  
announcement by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau earlier in the day that families would receive 
rebates as the Feds clamp down on provinces without plans for carbon pricing. The Auroran’s 
wide-ranging interview with the Minister on this and other programs will be featured in next 
week’s edition.            					             Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Empowerment and education the focus of Aurora 
Chamber Women’s Summit

By Brock Weir

Local women in business will gather 
at the Royal Venetian this Thursday, 
October 25, for a summit designed to 
Empower, Educate and Elevate.

These are the three driving themes 
of  the 2018 Aurora Chamber Women’s 
Summit hosted by the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce. Tailored for “working 
women and entrepreneurs,” the 
summit will feature keynote speakers 
Jazz Samra and Traci Melchor, 
presentations from Liz Scott, the 
Business Firestarter, Kirsten Martin 
and Anne-Marie Cabrini, co-founders 
of  K&A Personal Concierge, Nikki Pett 
of  Sigma Promotions, and Kelly Stacey 
and Anastasia Trutneva, co-owners of  
Artistica Ballroom Dance Studios.

“It is about empowering women 
to build their businesses, grow their 
businesses and, if  you’re working for a 
company as well, to grow your career,” 
says Sandra Ferri, Executive Director 
of  the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce. 
“We have Jazz Samra coming to us from 
Google to talk about what tools they 
have to help women grow their business, 
and we’re also looking at mental health. 
Mental health is an issue everyone is 
talking about these days, so we have 
Traci Melchor from eTalk to talk about 
her life, her work, and mental illness in 
the workplace because this is something 
she has been dealing with over the last 
few years.

“I am hoping that people walk away 
from the summit with tools to bring 
back to their businesses and actually 
use them to help them grow and make a 
difference in their businesses. Whether 
it is talking to your customers and how 
to do that, or social media, it is the tools 
you need that aren’t always readily 
available for you when you’re sitting in 
your home office.”

As an entrepreneur herself, one thing 

Ms. Ferri says she struggled with was 
effective marketing. It’s an area, she 
says, where entrepreneurs can spend 
a lot of  money, but the desired results 
aren’t always achieved. 

“Social media is a way to do that, so 
we’re focusing on digital as a big part of  
this summit and how to get your word 
out, how to tell your story,” she says. 
“It really isn’t just about selling your 
product, it is about telling your story 
and why they should buy from you. 
We’re putting focus on that, as well as 
how you communicate with people and 
build relationships that will ultimately 
grow your business.”

Woman or man, all entrepreneurs 
share similar challenges, Ms. Ferri 
adds. While women are the focus 
of  this summit, the topics that are 
set to be discussed are relevant to all 
entrepreneurs.

“I don’t know if  there are huge 
differences between men and women 
when they start businesses,” she says. 
“I think women sometimes need a little 
bit more support to empower them to 
do what they need to do to build their 
businesses and that is also part of  what I 
am hoping this summit will do.”

The Aurora Chamber Women’s 
Summit is just one of  a number of  
initiatives the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce has to support women in 
business. They offer a monthly Women 
of  Influence luncheon series, which has 
long-featured on Chamber calendars, 
but one that has a new spin this year.

“They used to be straight networking 
luncheons, but more we do some 
professional development at each 
of  those luncheons,” says Ms. Ferri, 
adding that, in addition to professional 
development, $5 from every $15 ticket 
goes to a women’s charity. “People get 
to know each other really well through 
these conversations because you’re 
understanding what things mean to 
their business and what is important to 

them as people, not just entrepreneurs. 
It is women supporting women in all 
senses, not just through the group, but 
with charity as well.”

For more information on the Aurora Chamber 
Women’s Summit, or the Women of  Influence 
Luncheon series, visit www.aurorachamber.
on.ca. 

eTalk’s Traci Melchor, above, will speak at this week’s Aurora Chamber Women’s Summit.

 Supplied photo
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Creativity comes together for Ontario Public 
Libraries week

By Brock Weir

Public libraries provide spaces for 
the community to “live and breathe,” 
according to Bruce Gorman, CEO of  
the Aurora Public Library, and this is 

the message he brought to patrons and 
dignitaries last week to mark Ontario 
Public Library week.

But you first have to make take that 
all-important initial step through their 
doors to get to know the Aurora Public 
Library (APL).

Indeed, the theme for this year’s 
Ontario Public Library Week, which 
was marked October 14 – 20, was “A 
Visit Will Get You Thinking” and the 
APL’s Open House on October 15 
provided plenty of  food for thought.

“I have been in the library business 
for quite a while and events and 
opportunities like this are great for 
libraries, advocacy and telling people 
what we can do,” said Mr. Gorman 
to a crowd that included Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill MPP Michael 
Parsa, up-and-coming local singer-
songwriter Louisa Barbosa, who 
provided the evening’s entertainment, 
and representatives from the AIDS 
Committee of  York Region, Pathway 
Community Services of  York Region, 
the Women’s Centre of  York Region, 
and the York Regional Police’s Diversity 
& Cultural Resources unit. “In the past, 
I think a lot of  people do still have this 
old perception of  Library, how you 
can’t talk in a library and how you 
can only come in and get books, but 
actually libraries are really agile. We 
move and change with the communities 
as they change, or we would become 

irrelevant.”
You didn’t have to look far to see 

this change in action. Renovations are 
currently underway at APL to provide 
new community spaces, which Mr. 
Gorman called “the spaces that people 
need to live and breathe.”

“Whatever capacity they can use 
the library, there are not many spaces 
like that where people can go to and 
make it their own space, whether it is a 
living room, or whether you’re coming 
in to discuss business with a colleague, 
whether you bring your family in to 
undertake some STEM programming 
in our children’s area, and a whole host 
of  other things,” said Mr. Gorman. 
“That is my mission in my career to 
make sure everybody gets to know how 
great libraries are, how fast we move, 
how agile we are, and this is a great 
opportunity…to talk about this.”

In a lighthearted speech to the 
assembled, Mr. Parsa took a moment 
to acknowledge the agility of  a public 
library.

“I used to use the public library for 
various reasons, to be honest with you, 
just going in there reading books and 
I went on a lot of  dates at the public 
library,” he said. “It was a great way to 
meet people, not very expensive, and 
I could show off  some of  the books I 
had read! I used to take them to that 
section where I would know three or 
four of  the books and say, ‘You ought 
to try that.’ It’s a little bit different for 
today’s generation!”

Switching gears, he added: “On 
behalf  of  the Government of  Ontario, 
it is with great pleasure that I extend 
warm greetings and congratulations 
to the Aurora Public Library on 
the annual open house celebrating 
Ontario Library Week. A library is not 
just a building full of  books, it is rather 
a gateway to thousands of  worlds. I 
would like to take this opportunity 
to acknowledge the importance of  
libraries and all the services they 
provide to communities all over the 

Province.”
Local creativity in its many forms 

was recognized throughout the 
evening. Outside of  Ms. Barbosa’s 
concert, which featured a Brazilian 
bossa- nova and original songs entitled 
“Good Kid” and “Circle” awards were 
handed out for the top place finishers 
in a photo contest co-hosted by Aurora 
Public Library and The Auroran, 
along with the winner of  the Library’s 
Writing Contest, both of  which were 
based around themes in this year’s One 
Book One Aurora reading selection. 

University student Eric Shoesmith 
took home top honours – and movie 
passes – with his beautiful photo that 
captured the assigned theme “Shoot 
The Land” while John Thompson’s 
story “Little Man” took home top 
literary honours.

“Every year, the Aurora Public 
Library selects one book we think 
everybody should read,” said Reccia 
Mandelcorn, Manager of  Community 
Collaboration for the APL, explaining 
this year’s selection, Strangers with 
the Same Dream, whose opening line, 
“This story begins with a lie” formed 
the basis of  the writing contest. 

“This speech does not begin with a 
lie,” continued Elizabeth Bishenden, 
one of  three community readers 
judging this year’s writing contest. 
“This begins with an honest truth: the 
stories that were offered were fantastic. 
They all started with a lovely spark of  
imagination and true craftsmanship to 
complete a story. I probably had the 
best three days of  reading, of  stories 
from my own community. It was a 
delight. Little Man is a story that just 
breaks your heart. Golly, it is such a 
well-imagined story!”

Eric Shoesmith’s photo can be found in 
this week’s Auroran, on the opposite page, 
while Mr. Johnson’s story, “Little Man”, 
will be printed in the Aurora Public Library’s 
publication, Borealis, as well as in a future 
edition of  this newspaper. 

(Top) Writing judges Sandra Leonard 
and Elizabeth Bishenden present John 
Thomson with recognition after his story,  
“Little Man”, took home top honours in the  
Aurora Public Library’s One Book One  
Aurora Writing Contest. (Above)  
Aurora singer-songwriter Louisa Barbosa  
entertained the audience with original  
music at the Library’s annual open house to 
mark Ontario Public Libraries week. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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I am known.

When students are genuinely known, their learning can be fully understood and beautifully supported.  
They can thrive. Our Montessori start and IB fi nish provide a unique framework within which your child 
can say I Am Known. 

Come to know us. www.tmsschool.ca 

Lower School (18 Months to Grade 6), 8569 Bayview Ave., Richmond Hill
Open House - October 27, 2018 10:00 am to 11:30 am
 
Upper School (Grades 7 to 12), 500 Elgin Mills Rd. E., Richmond Hill
Information Session - November 3, 2018 at 11:00 am

One
Book

One
Aurora

 Photography Contest
Winner

Aurora trail system a haven 
for ASHoF inductee Allan

By Jake Courtepatte

Competing in Ironman competitions 
across North America – from 
Wisconsin, to Lake Placid, to the athlete 
haven known as Kona, Hawaii, Paolina 
Allan now finds herself  training on 
the extensive trails system that winds 
through Aurora.

One of  Canada’s most successful 
female triathletes and Ironman 
competitors, the Aurora resident has 
landed in the Aurora Sports Hall of  
Fame’s Class of  2018.

“I love to run on these,” said Ms. 
Allan. “Sheppard’s Bush trail will take 
you all the way up to Fairy Lake.

“You can run walk , cycle… I have 
tried bring my cross country into the 
trail system.”

A member of  the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex since moving 
to Aurora in 2005, Ms. Allan saw 
opportunity in working with the Aurora 
Ducks swimming program both as part 
of  her training and as a leader and 
mentor.

“I was on deck at the pool as the 
tri swim coach for a few years,” said 
Ms. Allan. “Since I have moved to 
Aurora I was always seeing the younger 
swimmers in the gym and would often 
talk to (Ducks founder Reg Chappell).”

She made the transition to work with 
the youth program in September of  
2016.

“I absolutely love teaming up with 
the younger swimmers. Their energy is 
intoxicating.   I work with them in the 
gym. Here we have a one year training 
plan designed for the swimmers which 
incorporates their races.”

It is only fitting that Ms. Allan was on 
her way to train with the Aurora Ducks 
when she received the phone call about 
her induction.

“I was absolutely floored, shocked, 

and laughed,” said Ms. Allan. I wasn’t 
quite sure they had the right person. It 
felt very surreal.”

Consisting of  a 3.8 kilometre swim, 
followed by a 180 kilometre cycle and 
a full marathon run, one would think a 
lifelong commitment to the sport would 
be necessary for success.

Ms. Allan, however, picked up the 
sport in 1999, transforming from 
regular gym-goer to super athlete.

The 48-year old competed in a 
number of  Ironman competitions 
from 2005 to 2012, finishing second in 
the 2005 event. A three-time Ironman 
World Championship qualifier, Ms. 
Allan is a former Triathlon Canada 
and Triathlon Ontario Triathlete of  the 
Year, as well as the winner of  the 2014 
Centurion Cycling Canada C100.

Despite her long list of  
accomplishments, the humble athlete 
still said she didn’t feel “worthy” of  
such an honour.

“However the community felt I was 
worth it, so this will give me a chance to 
thank them, honour them and to show 
them that I will continue to help build 
and work in Aurora with our youth.”

Ms. Allan is one of  two athletes 
inducted into this year’s Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame class, alongside one 
member each into the “Coach” and 
“Builder” categories.

Joining Ms. Allan is ex-PGA Tour 
golfer David Morland IV, former NHL 
linesman Loring Doolittle, and longtime 
York University men’s basketball coach 
Robert Bain.

The Auroran will highlight the career 
of  Mr. Morland in next week’s edition.

Held annually at St. Andrew’s College, 
the ASHoF Induction dinner is one of  
the most spectacular nights of  the year 
in the Aurora sports community. This 
year’s dinner will be held on November 
8, and more information can be found 
at www.aurorashof.ca.

Over the summer, The Auroran, 
in conjunction with the Aurora  
Public Library (APL), has been 
holding a photography contest 
to coincide with the APL’s One 
Book One Aurora campaign. The 
theme of this year’s photography 
contest was “Shoot the Land” and 
university student Eric Shoesmith’s 
submission, pictured above,  
captured during his first canoe 
trip at a national park in Nova  
Scotia, took home first prize. (Right) 
His parents, Jacky and David,  
accepted the prize from Auroran 
editor Brock Weir on behalf of 
their son who is away at school.
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Real Estate Law 

Estate Administration 
and Probate

Wills and 
Power of Attorney 

Family Law 
and Divorces

Notarizations 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1   ⎜   Tel: (905) 726-3188  Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca   ⎜   jason@allanlaw.com

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

allanlaw.ca

–  B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S   –
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Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!
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IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE
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15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On
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The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $3895

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Service You Can Trust.  Since 1924

905.727.4258   tholiver.com 
Visit our showroom at 136 Wellington St. E. Aurora
(Call for Showroom Hours) *On select models / Call for details. Offer Expires Oct 31, 2018

 
FREE* Remote Control on Qualifying Purchases.

Service You Can Trust.  Since 1924

905.727.4258   tholiver.com 
Visit our showroom at 136 Wellington St. E. Aurora
(Call for Showroom Hours) *On select models / Call for details. Offer Expires Oct 31, 2018

 
FREE* Remote Control on Qualifying Purchases.

everything each and every one of  you 
have done, whether it is contributing, 
donating, giving some time, going out 
[to deliver] signs. From the bottom of  
my heart, I thank each and every one 
of  you.”

He also took time to thank his 
parents, siblings, as well as his wife, 
former Aurora councillor Alison 
Collins-Mrakas, for their support along 
the way.

“Alison, we started this journey 
15 years ago when we came to this 
community; they opened up their hearts 
to us and we opened our hearts to them,” 
he said. “I love you and everything you 
have done for me and, together, with 
everyone here, we’re all friends, we’re 
a community, and we’re going to make 
our community the greatest.”

In addition to his family, Mr. Mrakas 
paid special thanks to three mentors 
who have helped him along his political 
journey: former Aurora councillors 
Bill Hogg and Steve Hinder, as well as 
former mayor Tim Jones.

“These are friends and family 
members to me,” he said. “I appreciate 
everything they have done for my family 
and for myself, and for the advice they 
give me. I know they are always going to 
tell me the truth; they’re not just going 
to pay lip service to me. I think that 
when you have three people such as this 
that you can talk to, talk in confidence 
and get the advice from them you need 
to move forward, I think not only is it 
great for myself, but it is great for our 
community moving forward that I have 
three inspirational people to be able to 
turn to and ask them for advice.”

The Mayor-Elect offered 
congratulations to Mr. Dawe, Mr. 
Ballard and Mr. Abel for their service to 
the community.

In the end, he said it was all about 
community, and the next four years will 
be about building the community up 
from where it is today.

“It really does take a whole 
community to move forward,” he said. 
“I think moving forward that is what 
we need in our community. I have been 
missing it for over twelve years and, to 
me, the job of  the Mayor and Council is 
to be everyone’s neighbour, everyone’s 
friends, and that is how we keep a tight-
knit community and how we grow as 
a community. I am looking forward to 
elevating our community over the next 
four years, not just myself, but with my 
colleagues, my new Council members.”

THE COUNCIL RACE 
In addition to Mayor-Elect Mrakas, 
the 2018-2022 Council term will be a 
mixture of  the same, returning and new 
faces.

Change was the only certainty at the 
start of  this Council race. With three 
incumbents running for Aurora’s top 
job, two of  them were guaranteed from 
returning to the table, while Councillors 
Paul Pirri and Jeff  Thom decided not to 
seek re-election.

The new Council term will see 
Councillor Harold Kim take the helm 
of  Aurora’s Deputy Mayor, having 

finished first in a field of  16 candidates.
Mr. Kim came out on top with 6,013 

votes, followed by incumbents Wendy 
Gaertner with 5,875, Sandra Humfryes 
with 5,456, and Michael Thompson 
with 4,991, newcomer Rachel Gilliland 
with 4,800, and returning councillor 
John Gallo with 4,781.

This is Councillor Gaertner’s fifth 
election victory, making her Aurora’s 
longest-serving incumbent Councillor 
for the second term running.

“I’m overwhelmed,” said Councillor 
Gaertner. “I am very grateful – I am 
very grateful to be in Aurora and in 
Canada. I ran a pretty lean campaign 
with a lot of  volunteers. I have always 
believed you listen to the residents and 
try to help them. I think that’s just what 
I do. I think people feel I address the 
issues fairly and I try to put myself  in 
other people’s places. It is just all about 
listening – and helping. I have helped a 
lot of  residents over 15 years!”

While Councillor Gaertner will 
begin her fifth term, Rachel Gilliland 
is the proverbial new kid on the block, 
bringing home her first electoral victory 
in her first municipal campaign.

“I am just so honoured and so 
humbled by this entire experience and 
I really hope I can represent Aurora’s 
voice over the next four years,” said 
Councillor-Elect Gilliland. “I want to 
see some positive change and I really 
hope I can give that to them. It is just 
very humbling. I was watching [the 
results come in] and was just hoping and 
praying. I did a lot of  hard work, had my 
feet to the pavement and I did the best I 
could do in my heart and just knew the 
results would show. Fortunately, it came 
true. I had some great competitors. 
Everyone was fantastic, I respect them 
all, and I am just grateful I am here.”

MEET YOUR NEW COUNCIL  

The voters have spoken and this is Aurora’s new Council for 2018 – 2022. In addition to May-
or-Elect Tom Mrakas, members of Council will include (from left) Harold Kim, who, as top 
vote-getter in the Council race, will serve as Aurora’s Deputy Mayor, Wendy Gaertner, Sandra 
Humfryes, Michael Thompson, Rachel Gilliland and John Gallo.      Auroran photos by Brock Weir

“It really does take a whole 
community to move forward,” 
says Mrakas at victory party

Aurora’s next mayor, Tom Mrakas, poses 
with Aurora’s newest councillor-elect, Rachel  
Gilliland. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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ELECTION 
RESULTS 

(Official 2018 results)

MAYOR 
ABEL, John		 1684
BALLARD, Chris		 2475
DAWE, Geoffrey 		 3533
MRAKAS, Tom 		 4781

Councillor
ABAS, Matthew	 1627
CLARK, Ian	 2406	
GAERTNER, Wendy 	 5875
GALLO, John 		 4781
GILLILAND, Rachel 	 4800
HAMMETT, Derrek	 1269
HEARD, David	 2401
HOYES, James 	 2025
HUMFRYES, Sandra	 5456
KIM, Harold 	 6013
KROEPLIN, Anna 	 2818
LAJEUNESSE, Daniel 	 1365
McGRATH, Vicky 	 4112
MOBBS, Adam	 4082
THOMPSON, Michael 	4991
Van DECKER, Denis 	 1913

Trustee - York Region 
District School Board

ADAMS-LUCHOWSKI, Peter	 1242 
McROBERTS, Bob	 6112	
TURRIFF, Ken	  1303

Trustee - York Catholic 
District School Board

CROWE, Elizabeth     	 3519	
RONCO, Laura	  1471
de ROOS, Paul	   813

Mayoral candidates 
proud of the campaigns 
they led

By Brock Weir

There could only be one victor, 
but four men who threw their hats in 
the ring to be Aurora’s next mayor 
say they are proud of  the campaigns 
they led. 

Three of  the four mayoral 
candidates – Chris Ballard, Geoff  
Dawe, and Tom Mrakas – gathered 
at Town Hall with their families and 
supporters to watch the results roll 
in and shared their thoughts with 
The Auroran.

Mayoral candidate John Abel spent 
his election night with supporters 
at the Father’s Moustache pub on 
Yonge Street.

“After the campaign, there is 
immediately some relief  and some 
excitement about whether or not 
your message resonates with the 
residents of  Aurora, whether or not 
what I was hearing about a strong 
desire for change is going to hold 
true and whether or not I represent 
that change,” said Mr. Ballard when 
asked what was going through his 
mind waiting for the first polls to 
report back. “Really, it’s as simple as 
that.”

Looking back over his time hitting 
the pavement, he said, no matter 
how the chips fell, he was most 
proud of  his debate performances 
in the three all-candidates meetings, 
hosted by the Aurora Public Library, 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce, and 
Sport Aurora respectively.

“What I heard from people was I 
did a really good job of  differentiating 
myself  from the other candidates 
and trying to look at innovative, 
outside-the-box solutions for the 

problems Aurora faces.”
As he waited for results to pop up 

on the three big screens set up in the 
Council Chambers, as well as in the 
lobby at Town Hall, Mr. Dawe said 
he was feeling the same butterflies he 
first felt when first elected in 2010.

“I always find this to be the most 
nerve-racking part of  the whole 
process and it is a tough process 
to start with, although it is a really 
great way to lose weight!” Mr. Dawe 
joked. “It’s all over but the shouting, 
so you just have to wait. We stayed 
positive all the time, although I 
can safely say there were times I 
wished to go to the dark side, but I 
was talked out of  that because it is 
not about that, it is about moving 
forward.”

Mr. Mrakas also highlighted 
positivity on the campaign trail as 
he too played the waiting game.

“Anxious, proud, I feel really good 
about the campaign my team has run 
and I think we have done an excellent 
job,” said Mr. Mrakas. “I’m looking 
forward to the results and hopefully 
the residents of  Aurora have chosen 
me with the honour of  representing 
them as mayor.”

Asked which element of  his 
campaign of  which he is most proud, 
he said, again, it was the positivity 
on the ground.

“I think it is how positive everyone 
was and how we kept everything at 
a high level and stayed with that 
positivity and talking about what 
changes I am going to bring to the 
municipality and how I am going to 
get them to the next level,” said Mr. 
Dawe. “All the work the team has 
done to get us to the point where we 
are today.”

(Top) Mayoral candidate John Abel marked election night at Father’s Moustache with wife 
Tracey. (Above) Councillor Wendy Gaertner watched the results roll in at Town Hall with her 
son, daughter, and supporters. 			                        Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Quarter Valley Stables 
has relocated to 

15134 Dufferin St. King

Facility:
80 x 200 indoor arena

150 x 220 outdoor sand ring
Large stalls
Wash stall

Heated lounge and tack room
Individual or group turnout

Specializing in 
reining horses

Boarding
Beginner to advanced Lessons

Training
Coaching

Sales

Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Specializing in 

QuarterValleyRidingSchool_2018_Quarterpage_FALL-proof2.pdf   1   2018-08-30   2:35 PM

Preregistration Required!

    905-727-3777                         222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.ca

 

Aurora
Employment ServicesRNC This Employment Ontario service is 

funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

RNCemploymentservices.ca

This Employment Ontario service is 
funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

222 Wellington Street East 
Aurora,  ON L4G 1J5
905-727-3777

         Ages 15 - 29? 

YOUTH EVENT
Jump Start Your Job Search
Tues. Oct. 30 @ 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
l Resume Preparation l Job Postings

Walk-Ins and RSVP’s Welcome! 

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) Gerry Miller 

Managing Partner 

Tweens and teens continue giving back through
100 Youth Who Care

By Brock Weir

Women might Care and Men might 
Give a Damn, but local youth are 
staking out their own claim in giving 
back through 100 Youth Who Care – 
York Region.

The local group, an offshoot of  100 
Women Who Care and 100 Men Who 
Give A Damn, celebrates its second 
anniversary this week marking two 
years of  bringing young York Region 
residents together four times a year, 
with $10 in their pockets, looking for 
an opportunity for their buck to go the 
extra mile.

100 Youth Who Care has its 
foundations in 100 Kids Who Care. 
That early iteration provided a solid start 
for the current incarnation. 100 Youth 
Who Care was a natural evolution for 
young adults.

Each meeting sees the youth come 
together with their $10 bill and selecting 
a quarterly recipient from the myriad 

charities, non-profits and organizations 
in York Region is a process driven 
purely by the youth.

“Each youth who wants to present 
[on a charity] puts in the names of  
organizations they think deserves the 
money on a ballot and we put it in a box,” 
explains 13-year-old Sydney Cooper, a 
student at Aurora Grove Public School. 
“Two, sometimes three names are 
drawn and [the nominators] of  those 
three groups make a presentation. All 
the youth, even if  you didn’t put a name 
in the ballot, write out which charity 
they think deserves the money and the 
organization with the most voters gets 
the money. So far, we have donated to 
Welcoming Arms, Blue Door Shelters, 
CCAA, the Newmarket Food Pantry, 
Abuse Hurts, Autism Ontario, 360 Kids 
and the Starlight Children’s Foundation.

“We chose a $10 minimum donation 
[per member instead of  the $100 
required for each member of  100 
Women Who Care and 100 Men Who 
Give A Damn] because no kid has that 

amount of  money to give four times a 
year. If  you can’t get $10, you can always 
sell lemonade or cut a neighbour’s lawn. 
We felt that was a reasonable amount 
and, when we have a lot of  youth, it 
actually raises a lot of  money.”

To date, they have raised a total of  
$3,500 over eight meetings.

As the youth steer the meetings, 
parent mentors like Sydney’s mother 
Jenny look on with pride.

As a mom, giving back to the 
community is something Jenny has tried 
to instill in her family, as it was in her 
when she was growing up.

“Once I had children and they were 
at an age where they could understand 
that concept, I really felt inspired 
to do something where not only my 
children would have that opportunity 
to experience the joy of  giving, but 
bring like-minded families and youth 
together,” says Jenny. “We are really 
proud of  our members and we just 
feel really inspired by the youth. It 
is incredible to see not only their 
passionate hearts to give back, but they 
leadership skills they are developing as a 
result of  100 Youth Who Care.

“While there are parent mentors like 
myself, we’re simply here to help and 
provide some guidance. Our youth do 
a phenomenal job. They run the entire 
meeting, they do all the administration, 
the sign-ins, they have the presentations 
ready on a Power Point and we sit back. 
It has been incredible to see and we have 
certainly seen a ton of  growth within 

the group over the last couple of  years; 
youth that were, at one point, literally 
unable to speak in front of  people and 
not wanting to do it at all are now the 
first to be volunteering and up there 
speaking.”

Youth also learn a lot about the 
community in the process.

Once the $10 contributions are 
tallied and the donation made to the 
lucky organization, representatives 
from the group come to the following 
meeting to show the youth where their 
money went, how it is being used, and 
how they are having their own positive 
impact on the world around them.

“I’ve learned it is really important to 
give back,” says Sydney. “Not everyone 
has the same amount of  things that I 
do or my friends do because at school, 
at least at our school, it is really small, 
everybody has food, everybody has 
a home, but it has taught me that not 
everybody has that and there is a lot of  
people and kids who aren’t as fortunate 
as we are.”

This week, the 100 Youth will mark 
their anniversary with a presentation 
to the local chapter of  100 Women 
Who Care, celebrate with a cake, 
and brainstorm ways to spread the 
word. As they look towards their third 
anniversary, they are hoping to build 
their membership because, as Sydney 
says, the more people they have 
contributing, the bigger impact they 
can have on York Region. 

Sydney Cooper, left, is a member of 100 Youth Who Care, while mom Jenny serves as a parent 
mentor to the group. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

The 100 Youth Who Care group present a cheque. 
Supplied photo
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905-727-3210
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

NOMINATIONS  
WANTED!
NOMINATIONS  
WANTED!

Autumn Peltier, 13 
Wikwemikong First Nation, ON 
2017 Ontario Junior Citizen 

Autumn feels very passionate about preserving the
environment and creating awareness for the
importance of clean drinking water. She was one of
two youth advocates chosen to represent Canada
during the 2015 Children’s Climate Conference in
Sweden. During the 2016 Winter Meeting of
Canada’s Premiers in Vancouver, she addressed
her concerns directly to Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau. 

We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.Screen/LCD Replacements

iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150 
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

We noW CaRRy aLL 
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

WHooSH!® screen cleaner. 
Certified Safe. non toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169 

emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

By Brock Weir

Thinking locally and acting globally 
is a philosophy that is held close to 
the hearts of  GranAurora, but this 
philosophy is set to go beyond global 
next week with an assist from astronaut 
Dr. Dave Williams.

GranAurora, the local chapter of  
Grandmothers to Grandmothers, 
an offshoot of  the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation which links Canadian 
grandmothers to their counterparts 
in Africa, who are often left to look 
after their grandchildren and others 
orphaned by the AIDS pandemic, will 
host Dr. Williams, former President & 
CEO of  Southlake Regional Health 
Centre on Monday for their fourth 
annual Author Talk.

Dr. Williams will speak about his life 
and career as an astronaut and surgeon, 
as well his new book Defying Limits: 
Lessons from the Edge of  the Universe, 
at the event, which will take place 
October 29 at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre starting at 6.45 p.m. 

“This is our fourth year doing our 
author event and we’re hoping this will 
be as big a success as we’ve had before,” 

says local Gran Linda LeGallais, who 
co-chairs this event alongside Nel 
Marshall. 

Ms. LeGallais is a newer “gran” on 
the block, but no less enthusiastic on the 
mission at hand, which raises money 
to help grandmothers in Africa not 
only raise the next generation of  their 
families but also to start new business 
ventures and plant firm roots for a 
sustainable future.

“One of  our challenges is sometimes 
we’re approached by people who say, 
‘We have needs at home. Why Africa?’” 
she says. “Having travelled to Africa, 
Central America and having seen true 
poverty the likes of  which we don’t 
understand, with the possible exception 
of  our Native people, there is a lot of  help 
in Canada. This is a wealthy country 
where there is support. The kinds of  
needs you see in these countries is so 
profound and I’m compelled to reach 
out. I can’t imagine suddenly having 
the responsibility of  these children 
with no resources, so I personally think 
this grandmother connection is just 
fabulous.”

Fellow Gran Sharon Willan has 
also witnessed this level of  poverty 
in a range of  countries, including 

GranAurora and astronaut Williams come together 
to “Defy Limits”

Malawi in southeast Africa. From her 
perspective, grandmothers in Africa 
face a double challenge of  raising their 
grandchildren but also tackling a stigma 
that still exists in some areas of  the 
continent surrounding AIDS. In some 
cases, individuals won’t take in orphans 
because they believe the disease will 
spread throughout the home.

“I can remember every night being 
in one small town for about a week 
and you would just hear the keening, 
the funerals that they were having 
constantly for these people and you 
would just see these children hungry 
– it is something we just don’t see 
here,” says Ms. Willan, noting that 
Grandmothers to Grandmothers is a 
way to give back while seeing real results 
come about. “We were at a gathering 
near the beginning of  the year and we 
were all talking about the impact the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation has had on 
the Grandmothers campaign. 

“The grandmothers in Africa have 
started small businesses, farming co-ops 
and things like that that have helped 
their whole community and made the 
group more resilient. That resiliency 
is something that has almost been 
unheard of  in other groups that have 
been doing funding for other groups. 
The Stephen Lewis Foundation’s way 
of  funding it, having it come from the 
grassroots so that the grandmothers 
in Africa can apply for the program 
and say, ‘This is our idea, this is how 
much money we need,’ and there is 
someone there to look [at their pitch], 
see if  it is a good business venture, 
help them through it, and funding is 
given. For many of  these things, it has 
remained sustainable and helped right 
through. That, to me, is something that 
is really important. People don’t like to 
give money all the time, but when you 
know it is sustainable and you can go 

to the next group and help them get 
started, then it makes a difference.” 
Adds fellow Gran Lenore Pressley: 
“When grandmothers come here to 
speak, they are really moving and so 
thankful.”

The women agree that that the 
core message of  GranAurora – and 
Grandmothers to Grandmothers – is, 
in the words of  Ms. Willan, “Think 
locally and globally and try to do both 
as much as possible,” and it is a balm 
in a world today when, in the words 
of  Ms. LeGallais, “you see so much of  
this ‘closing-in’ on the borders down 
south.’”

Now, with the help of  Dr. Williams, 
who has seen the globe from the 
vantage point of  the stars, they will be 
able to double down on their mission in 
the year ahead.

For more information on An Evening 
with Astronaut Dr. Dave Williams 
on October 29, the Gran Aurora 
organization, how to become involved, 
or any of  their upcoming events and 
craft sales, call 905-727-9235 or email 
granaurora4114@gmail.com.

I can remember every night 

being in one small town for 

about a week and you would 

just hear the keening, the 

funerals that they were having 

constantly for these people 

and you would just see these 

children hungry – it is something 

we just don’t see here

GranAurora members Linda LeGallais, Sharon Willan and Lenore Pressley are pictured out-
side the Aurora Cultural Centre last week. This Monday, they welcome astronaut Dr. Dave  
Williams, who will speak at a special book talk benefiting the organization. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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MARKET 
MUSINGS

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

Outdoor Season 
wraps up Saturday

The Aurora Farmers’ Market and 
Artisan Fair will reach the end of  the 
season this Saturday, October 27, 
after a great market season that began 
in May.

While the last day isn’t a “Special 
Event” day, it will be full of  activities. 
Councillor John Abel and Music 
Aurora have planned a mini Music 
Fest with local musicians to help us 
end the season on an uplifting note. 
Also, students and some parents from 
Marquee Theatrical Productions will 
be performing the exciting and well-
known Michael Jackson’ Thriller 
dance twice—at 10 am and again at 
12.15 pm. What a great way to end 
our outdoor season.

The talented woman who began 
Marquee is Sheryl Thomas. Originally 
from northern Ontario, Sheryl moved 
to Aurora in 1976 where she attended 
both elementary and high school. In 
Grade Nine she discovered musical 
theatre when she joined Theatre 
Aurora. She is now a lifetime member.

After having two children and 
operating her own hair salon, Sheryl 
soon realized that the Arts were 
her passion. When she learned that 
her church needed to raise funds 
to build a new church, she and four 
friends initiated a project to mount 
a production with all proceeds going 
to the church fund. It was here that 
Sheryl learned how many people in 
the community wanted to perform 
and join together to benefit local 
initiatives. After another successful 
fundraiser for the church, Sheryl 
decided it was time to branch out and 
she opened Marquee on Industrial 
Parkway north in 2001.

Marquee gained not-for-profit 
status in June of  2003 and started 
summer camps for children in 
addition to adult cast productions. 
Then there were 15 children in each 
of  the two programs. Today, Marquee 
is well known in York Region for their 
educational youth programs for ages 
4-18 and they serve over 750 children 
each year.

Marquee is now a charity and will 
be producing We Will Rock You in 
November and Mamma Mia in May 
of  2019 with their adult casts at the 
Newmarket Theatre. They welcome 
donations to sponsor less fortunate 
children to attend their educational 
programs. A tax receipt is available 
for the full amount of  any donation 
upon request.

Also on our last Saturday of  
the season, The Royal Canadian 
Legion, Aurora Branch # 385, will 
be at the Market to bring awareness 
to the importance of  continuing 
the tradition of  Remembrance to 
honour the fallen and thank all who 
served for Canada. Every year the 
Legion invites all Canadians to show 
their recognition by proudly wearing 
the red Poppy, the sacred symbol of  
Remembrance. Legion members will 
have poppies (by donation) and “I will 
Remember” lawn signs for sale for 
$10.00.

There are still some very important 
people to thank for their support of  
our Market. We wish to thank The 
Auroran for allowing us to have 
a column every two weeks during 
Market season which focuses on the 
Market and its vendors. In addition 
to thanking Brock for his generosity, 
we owe a debt of  gratitude to Diane 
Buchanan for her creatively designed 
ads in the Auroran.

It is now time to let our sponsors 
know how incredibly grateful we are 

for their generous support which 
enabled us to  advertize, hire musicians 
for Special Events and in general, pay 
for the many expenses of  running a 6 
months Market. 

At the Gold level, we thank Home 
Hardware and Linda Stephens of  
Keller Williams Realty for their 
generosity. We also thank both The 
Town of  Aurora and The Auroran for 
their sponsorship-in-kind.

At the Silver level, many thanks 
to the Rotary Club of  Aurora, 
the Optimist Club, Salomons 
Landscaping and Maintenance and 
“Dr. Dean” McClelland of  Elevate 
Chiropractic for their support.

Before signing off  for the season, 
I want to draw your attention to our 
Christmas Market on December 15 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre from 9 
am until 1 pm. Many of  your favourite 

vendors will be there and it will be 
a great occasion to complete your 
holiday shopping. Some of  us will be 
taking orders for the holidays which 
can be collected at the indoor market.

The Farmers’ Market AGM will be 
on Thursday evening, November 15 
from 7-9 pm in the Leksand Room at 
Town Hall. Everyone is welcome to 
attend.

See you at the Indoor Market!
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STI� UP
COME

FUN
SOME

STI� UPSTI� UP

E X H I B I T I O N  P L A C E ,  T O R O N T O     R O Y A L F A I R . O R G

There’s no other event like it in the world. 
Come and experience elite equine competition, 
the fi nest in Canadian agriculture, and the 
most delicious local food. 

NOVEMBER 2-11 GET AGRICULTURED

FUN Family Pass
  $60*

 2 adults, 2 kids*plus fees and taxes

MADELINE MERLO
& SPECIAL GUEST 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST    ON SALE NOW
T I C K E T S  A V A I L A B L E  A T  W W W. T I C K E T M A S T E R . C A

Theatre Aurora’s “Never Swim Alone”  
and “This is a Play”

Homeless But Happy  
(Pt 2 of a Series)

Special to The Auroran

I have to admit these past few months 
of  a homeless lifestyle does take a toll on 
your strength.

No one wants this lifestyle and I certainly 
never imagined in a million years that this 
could ever happen to me, but I’m coping. 
I’m tired all the time more.

I guess aging with grace has become more 
of  my norm with bigger stress wrinkles. 
I had a broken heart, now a few broken 
nails. My former indulgence of  manicures 
and pedicures and occasional facials is 
now reduced to a nail file, hiding my feet 
in socks, and using up the remainder of  my 
last really good moisturiser to smooth over 
my fears, which, to me, I feel anyone can 
see just by looking at me.

I catch up upon reading the AD 
Architectural Digest magazine at the 
Library and a multitude of  creative interior 
design magazines that showcase stunning 
exteriors and interiors that I dream no 
longer about, but just enjoy.

Just having a roof  over my head for the 
night is my hope and comfort.

If  I close my eyes, I can still remember 
the smell of  fresh sheets hanging on the 
clothesline and how I would help my 
mother fold them into the laundry basket.

I appreciated life way back then as I still 
do now. I pray a lot more, go to mass and 
enjoy other services in case God couldn’t 
find me. I know my faith has been restored 
from the abyss I’ve presently been thrown 
into.

I’m lucky to hold onto my dreams and 
ambitions still.

You do know who your friends truly are 
at this moment.

Some have turned their backs and that’s 
okay.

I never asked for anything but a prayer 
and maybe the odd car ride to a corner 
instead of  walking thirty minutes just to 
get a bus. 

On my walks I see new things: homes 
being built, gardens with the remaining 
colourful flowers clinging to the last 
moments of  sunshine before winter sets in, 
and all kinds of  interesting stuff  during my 
walks to the unknown.

I wave to all and that makes me feel still 
welcomed in the community and not left 
alone.

I love the pet caregivers walking their 
furry friends. I suddenly get attention from 
them and a brief  conversation with their 
owners that leave me with a feel-good 
moment, or a family reunion of  sorts.

I used to be so strong in mind, body and 
spirit.

I was always imagining, creating and 
breathing life. Now it seems this lifestyle 
demands all of  me just to survive against 
all odds.

I’m still homeless but happy.
Today I’m reinventing myself  typing 

out this story to share and my resume.
I’m hopeful I will find work soon enough 

as I need to be able to maintain not just a 
lifestyle but keep my dignity and courage 
against everything in my fight to just live.  

A Review by Scott Johnston

Theatre Aurora gives us two Daniel 
MacIvor plays for the price of  one with 
“Never Swim Alone” and “This is a 
Play”, now playing.

“Never Swim Alone” centres on 
frenemies Frank and Bill, two businessmen 
who are locked in a long-standing battle 
of  one-upmanship.  This is explored in a 
series of  13 formal rounds of  increasingly 
intense dialogues, adjudicated by a 
mysterious woman referee. The winner 
of  each round is allowed time to further 
insult his competitor.

As the unusual relationship is explored, 
many questions will be answered: Does 
this competition between two Type A 
personalities stem from an actual event?  
How is the woman involved?  Does 
one of  the men have a handgun in his 
briefcase as is suggested early on?  What 
does swimming have to do with two men 
in suits?  And will anyone come out on 
top?

After intermission, “This is a Play” 
follows three less than stellar actors as 
they struggle through performing a 
poorly written play.  Most of  the dialog 
consists of  inner monologs where the 

actors amusingly verbalize to themselves 
why they are performing the way they 
are, the issues they have with the set and 
direction, and what they think of  their 
fellow actors.

Tim O’Connell as Frank and Jason 
Silzer as Bill have excellent pacing in 
the first play as much of  their dialog is 
performed simultaneously.  They, along 
with Moira-Kelly Steeves as the Referee, 
ably handle the edgier subject matter.

In the second play, Joey Ferguson as 
the male actor, Kirsty Campbell as the 
older actress, and Ms Steeves performing 
again, this time as the younger actress, 
all have fun with their lighter-hearted 
material, and obviously relish the 
opportunity to portray really bad acting.

The minimal set and excellent use 
of  lighting helps in both plays to focus 
attention on the actors and dialog.

This is just what you want for the 
type of  evening where the more you pay 
attention to the stories, the more you will 
get out of  them.

Evening performances of  “Never Swim 
Alone” and “This is a Play” continue at 
Theatre Aurora, 150 Henderson Drive, 
October 25, 26, and 27, and November 
1, 2 and 3, with a matinee October 28.  
Details and tickets are available through 
the box office at 905-727-3669.
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HOT TUB
EXTRAVAGANZA! 

HUGE SAVINGS ON 
ALL MAAX SPAS!

CLEARANCE
on all 2018 fl oor models

SALE

Celebrating 
25 years 

in 
business 

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

Celebrating 
25 years 

in 
business 1 Vata Court, Aurora   

905-713-2317

Accessory Kit 
with every 

tub sold

FREE
Plus
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FREE‡‡ CORIAN® Colour Upgrade 

(Offer valid on Group C and Group D 

colours) 

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

Starting at

$59
FREE‡‡ GRANITE Colour 

Upgrade (Offer valid on Group C to 

Group G colours) 

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

Starting at

$59
FREE‡‡ SILESTONE® Colour 

Upgrade (Offer valid on Group C to 

Group F colours) 

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

Starting at

$69 per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

FREE‡‡ DEKTON Colour Upgrade 

(Offer valid on Group C and Group D 

colours) 

Starting at

$89

MOEN® Manor® Kitchen Faucet 

• Chrome finish (1000426028)

$7998

EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® Market 

Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet • Polished 
Chrome finish (1000858668)

$109
EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® Market Pullout 

Kitchen Faucet • Stainless Steel finish 
(1001034106)

$9998

EXCLUSIVE AMERICAN STANDARD 

Fairbury™ Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet 

• Matte Black finish • Optional deckplate 
(1000713951)

$189
DELTA® Mandolin Kitchen Faucet 

• Chrome finish • Optional deckplate 
(1000794322)

$199
MOEN® Benton™ Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet 

with Reflex™ System • Chrome finish 
• Optional deckplate (1000764937)

$209
SAVE $20WAS $229

EXCLUSIVE KOHLER® Barossa™ Pull‑Down 

Kitchen Faucet with Bonus Soap Dispenser 

• Vibrant Stainless finish (1000797532)

$269
SAVE $30WAS $299 DELTA® Deluca™ Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet 

with Bonus Soap Dispenser • Matte Black 
finish • Optional deckplate (1001110891)

$299
EXCLUSIVE PFISTER® Venturi™ Pull‑Down 

Kitchen Faucet with Bonus Soap Dispenser 

• Spot Defense Stainless Steel finish 
• Optional deckplate (1001014144)

$329

GROHE Tallinn™ Pullout 

Kitchen Faucet with Soap 

Dispenser • SuperSteel Infinity 

finish • Optional deckplate 

(1001131750)

$299
GROHE Veletto™ Pull‑Down 

Kitchen Faucet with Soap 

Dispenser • SuperSteel Infinity 

finish • Optional deckplate 

(1001131745)

$299

SAVE $19.02WAS $119

If you find a lower price, we’ll beat it by 10%.  
Online-only retailers subject to price match only.
Terms and conditions apply. See page 9 for details.*** 

GUARANTEED.

NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES.

Valid until 
Wednesday, 
November 7, 2018  FREE

‡‡
when purchased and 
installed through 
Installation Services.

See store associate or  

Special Services Desk for details.

COLOUR 
UPGRADE

c 3Eased edge c 3Single faucet holec 3Rough sink cutoutIncludes:

MAKE A SPLASH  
WITH TOP BRANDS

Countertop promotion details: ‡‡Offer valid on measures received and orders placed between October 18 and November 7, 2018. Free 
colour upgrade for CORIAN® and DEKTON: consists of Group C colours for Group B price and Group D colours for Group C price. For 
SILESTONE®: consists of Group C colours for Group B price, Group D colours for Group C price, Group E colours for Group D price and Group F 
colours for Group E price. For GRANITE: consists of Group C colours for Group B price, Group D colours for Group C price, Group E colours for 
Group D price, Group F colours for Group E price and Group G colours for Group F price. SILESTONE®, GRANITE, CORIAN® and DEKTON exclude 
Groups A and B colours. Offer valid on countertops available through Installation Services only. Minimum 30 sq. ft. purchase required. Colour 
may vary slightly from image shown. Includes eased edge profile Type 1. Premium edge profile Types 2 to 4 at additional cost. Other additional 
charges may apply. Advertised prices are approximate. May not be combined with any other offers. No substitutions. See page 9 for details¹. 

SPEND 
(before taxes)

RECEIVE 
(on total purchase)

Up to $999 10% OFF

$1,000 – $2,499 15% OFF

$2,500 or more 20% OFF

2 WEEKS ONLY 
Thursday, October 25 to  
Wednesday, November 7, 2018

20%
OFF

‡

EUROSTYLE™  
IN-STOCK  
READY-TO-ASSEMBLE 
CABINETS

UP TO

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 

IN‑STOCK
CABINETS

TAKE THEM 
HOME  
TODAY

‡Off our current ticketed prices. Discount off single product purchase. 
Not valid on Eurostyle™ Special Order cabinets, Special Order 
assembled cabinets, clearance cabinets, and cabinet hardware. 
Discount cannot be applied to purchases under the Cabinet Refacing 
program. Offer is not valid on the labour component of Installation 
Services. See page 9 for details.¹ 

SHOP OUR 
EXCLUSIVE TALLINN™ 

AND VELETTO™ 
COLLECTIONS

Includes 
supply lines

MagnaTite 
docking

Spout 
swivels 360°

Now available at The Home Depot

ANY KITCHEN ANY BUDGET

      15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

  t 21 lirpA ,yadsruhT

6

Shown: EUROSTYLE™ 

Florence Thermofoil 

in White Matte Finish 

A
:P

1:
10

/2
5/

20
18

:A
A

_T
O

R
,A

L_
O

N
T_

S
W

,A
X_

TO
R

_U
:0

06
9/

25
/2

01
8

FREE‡‡ CORIAN® Colour Upgrade 

(Offer valid on Group C and Group D 

colours) 

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

Starting at

$59
FREE‡‡ GRANITE Colour 

Upgrade (Offer valid on Group C to 

Group G colours) 

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

Starting at

$59
FREE‡‡ SILESTONE® Colour 

Upgrade (Offer valid on Group C to 

Group F colours) 

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

Starting at

$69 per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

FREE‡‡ DEKTON Colour Upgrade 

(Offer valid on Group C and Group D 

colours) 

Starting at

$89

MOEN® Manor® Kitchen Faucet 

• Chrome finish (1000426028)

$7998

EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® Market 

Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet • Polished 
Chrome finish (1000858668)

$109
EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® Market Pullout 

Kitchen Faucet • Stainless Steel finish 
(1001034106)

$9998

EXCLUSIVE AMERICAN STANDARD 

Fairbury™ Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet 

• Matte Black finish • Optional deckplate 
(1000713951)

$189
DELTA® Mandolin Kitchen Faucet 

• Chrome finish • Optional deckplate 
(1000794322)

$199
MOEN® Benton™ Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet 

with Reflex™ System • Chrome finish 
• Optional deckplate (1000764937)

$209
SAVE $20WAS $229

EXCLUSIVE KOHLER® Barossa™ Pull‑Down 

Kitchen Faucet with Bonus Soap Dispenser 

• Vibrant Stainless finish (1000797532)

$269
SAVE $30WAS $299 DELTA® Deluca™ Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet 

with Bonus Soap Dispenser • Matte Black 
finish • Optional deckplate (1001110891)

$299
EXCLUSIVE PFISTER® Venturi™ Pull‑Down 

Kitchen Faucet with Bonus Soap Dispenser 

• Spot Defense Stainless Steel finish 
• Optional deckplate (1001014144)

$329

GROHE Tallinn™ Pullout 

Kitchen Faucet with Soap 

Dispenser • SuperSteel Infinity 

finish • Optional deckplate 

(1001131750)

$299
GROHE Veletto™ Pull‑Down 

Kitchen Faucet with Soap 

Dispenser • SuperSteel Infinity 

finish • Optional deckplate 

(1001131745)

$299

SAVE $19.02WAS $119

If you find a lower price, we’ll beat it by 10%.  
Online-only retailers subject to price match only.
Terms and conditions apply. See page 9 for details.*** 

GUARANTEED.

NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES.

Valid until 
Wednesday, 
November 7, 2018  FREE

‡‡
when purchased and 
installed through 
Installation Services.

See store associate or  

Special Services Desk for details.

COLOUR 
UPGRADE

c 3Eased edge c 3Single faucet holec 3Rough sink cutoutIncludes:

MAKE A SPLASH  
WITH TOP BRANDS

Countertop promotion details: ‡‡Offer valid on measures received and orders placed between October 18 and November 7, 2018. Free 
colour upgrade for CORIAN® and DEKTON: consists of Group C colours for Group B price and Group D colours for Group C price. For 
SILESTONE®: consists of Group C colours for Group B price, Group D colours for Group C price, Group E colours for Group D price and Group F 
colours for Group E price. For GRANITE: consists of Group C colours for Group B price, Group D colours for Group C price, Group E colours for 
Group D price, Group F colours for Group E price and Group G colours for Group F price. SILESTONE®, GRANITE, CORIAN® and DEKTON exclude 
Groups A and B colours. Offer valid on countertops available through Installation Services only. Minimum 30 sq. ft. purchase required. Colour 
may vary slightly from image shown. Includes eased edge profile Type 1. Premium edge profile Types 2 to 4 at additional cost. Other additional 
charges may apply. Advertised prices are approximate. May not be combined with any other offers. No substitutions. See page 9 for details¹. 

SPEND 
(before taxes)

RECEIVE 
(on total purchase)

Up to $999 10% OFF

$1,000 – $2,499 15% OFF

$2,500 or more 20% OFF

2 WEEKS ONLY 
Thursday, October 25 to  
Wednesday, November 7, 2018

20%
OFF

‡

EUROSTYLE™  
IN-STOCK  
READY-TO-ASSEMBLE 
CABINETS

UP TO

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 

IN‑STOCK
CABINETS

TAKE THEM 
HOME  
TODAY

‡Off our current ticketed prices. Discount off single product purchase. 
Not valid on Eurostyle™ Special Order cabinets, Special Order 
assembled cabinets, clearance cabinets, and cabinet hardware. 
Discount cannot be applied to purchases under the Cabinet Refacing 
program. Offer is not valid on the labour component of Installation 
Services. See page 9 for details.¹ 

SHOP OUR 
EXCLUSIVE TALLINN™ 

AND VELETTO™ 
COLLECTIONS

Includes 
supply lines

MagnaTite 
docking

Spout 
swivels 360°

Now available at The Home Depot

ANY KITCHEN ANY BUDGET

6

Shown: EUROSTYLE™ 

Florence Thermofoil 

in White Matte Finish 

A
:P

1
:1

0
/2

5
/2

0
1
8
:A

A
_T

O
R

,A
L
_O

N
T

_S
W

,A
X

_T
O

R
_U

:0
0
6

9
/2

5
/2

0
1

8

FREE‡‡ CORIAN® Colour Upgrade 

(Offer valid on Group C and Group D 

colours) 

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

Starting at

$59
FREE‡‡ GRANITE Colour 

Upgrade (Offer valid on Group C to 

Group G colours) 

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

Starting at

$59
FREE‡‡ SILESTONE® Colour 

Upgrade (Offer valid on Group C to 

Group F colours) 

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

Starting at

$69 per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡

FREE‡‡ DEKTON Colour Upgrade 

(Offer valid on Group C and Group D 

colours) 

Starting at

$89

MOEN® Manor® Kitchen Faucet 

• Chrome finish (1000426028)

$7998

EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® Market 

Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet • Polished 
Chrome finish (1000858668)

$109
EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® Market Pullout 

Kitchen Faucet • Stainless Steel finish 
(1001034106)

$9998

EXCLUSIVE AMERICAN STANDARD 

Fairbury™ Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet 

• Matte Black finish • Optional deckplate 
(1000713951)

$189
DELTA® Mandolin Kitchen Faucet 

• Chrome finish • Optional deckplate 
(1000794322)

$199
MOEN® Benton™ Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet 

with Reflex™ System • Chrome finish 
• Optional deckplate (1000764937)

$209
SAVE $20WAS $229

EXCLUSIVE KOHLER® Barossa™ Pull‑Down 

Kitchen Faucet with Bonus Soap Dispenser 

• Vibrant Stainless finish (1000797532)

$269
SAVE $30WAS $299 DELTA® Deluca™ Pull‑Down Kitchen Faucet 

with Bonus Soap Dispenser • Matte Black 
finish • Optional deckplate (1001110891)

$299
EXCLUSIVE PFISTER® Venturi™ Pull‑Down 

Kitchen Faucet with Bonus Soap Dispenser 

• Spot Defense Stainless Steel finish 
• Optional deckplate (1001014144)

$329

GROHE Tallinn™ Pullout 

Kitchen Faucet with Soap 

Dispenser • SuperSteel Infinity 

finish • Optional deckplate 

(1001131750)

$299
GROHE Veletto™ Pull‑Down 

Kitchen Faucet with Soap 

Dispenser • SuperSteel Infinity 

finish • Optional deckplate 

(1001131745)

$299

SAVE $19.02WAS $119

If you find a lower price, we’ll beat it by 10%.  
Online-only retailers subject to price match only.
Terms and conditions apply. See page 9 for details.*** 

GUARANTEED.

NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES.

Valid until 
Wednesday, 
November 7, 2018  FREE

‡‡
when purchased and 
installed through 
Installation Services.

See store associate or  

Special Services Desk for details.

COLOUR 
UPGRADE

c 3Eased edge c 3Single faucet holec 3Rough sink cutoutIncludes:

MAKE A SPLASH  
WITH TOP BRANDS

Countertop promotion details: ‡‡Offer valid on measures received and orders placed between October 18 and November 7, 2018. Free 
colour upgrade for CORIAN® and DEKTON: consists of Group C colours for Group B price and Group D colours for Group C price. For 
SILESTONE®: consists of Group C colours for Group B price, Group D colours for Group C price, Group E colours for Group D price and Group F 
colours for Group E price. For GRANITE: consists of Group C colours for Group B price, Group D colours for Group C price, Group E colours for 
Group D price, Group F colours for Group E price and Group G colours for Group F price. SILESTONE®, GRANITE, CORIAN® and DEKTON exclude 
Groups A and B colours. Offer valid on countertops available through Installation Services only. Minimum 30 sq. ft. purchase required. Colour 
may vary slightly from image shown. Includes eased edge profile Type 1. Premium edge profile Types 2 to 4 at additional cost. Other additional 
charges may apply. Advertised prices are approximate. May not be combined with any other offers. No substitutions. See page 9 for details¹. 

SPEND 
(before taxes)

RECEIVE 
(on total purchase)

Up to $999 10% OFF

$1,000 – $2,499 15% OFF

$2,500 or more 20% OFF

2 WEEKS ONLY 
Thursday, October 25 to  
Wednesday, November 7, 2018

20%
OFF

‡

EUROSTYLE™  
IN-STOCK  
READY-TO-ASSEMBLE 
CABINETS

UP TO

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 

IN‑STOCK
CABINETS

TAKE THEM 
HOME  
TODAY

‡Off our current ticketed prices. Discount off single product purchase. 
Not valid on Eurostyle™ Special Order cabinets, Special Order 
assembled cabinets, clearance cabinets, and cabinet hardware. 
Discount cannot be applied to purchases under the Cabinet Refacing 
program. Offer is not valid on the labour component of Installation 
Services. See page 9 for details.¹ 

SHOP OUR 
EXCLUSIVE TALLINN™ 

AND VELETTO™ 
COLLECTIONS

Includes 
supply lines

MagnaTite 
docking

Spout 
swivels 360°

Now available at The Home Depot

ANY KITCHEN ANY BUDGET
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Custom is more affordable 

than you think!
• Drapery, 
• Window Coverings
• Motorization
• Bedding 
• Upholstery
• Shutters
• Area Rugs

DWF

DISTINCT WINDOW FASHIONS LTD.

905.773.1271 
13270 Yonge St Unit #101
distinctwindowfashions.ca

Making homes 
Exceptional Since 1992

 sales@distinctwindowfashions.ca 

SPORTS

Tigers snap first losing streak with back-to-back wins

By Jake Courtepatte

If  the mark of  a good team is the ability 
to rebound from adversity, the Junior A 
Aurora Tigers are doing just fine.

An atrocious 6 – 0 losing effort at the 
hands of  the rival Newmarket Hurricanes 
on Thursday spelled the first two-game 
losing streak of  the season for the Tigers, 
before a pair of  big wins over the weekend 
put away any doubt that the cats are not 
the kings of  the OJHL’s North division.

Fresh off  a surprise 4 – 2 loss at the 
hands of  the Lindsay Muskies, the third 
edition of  the 2018-19 Battle of  Yonge 
Street Thursday saw Newmarket jump 
out to a 5 – 0 lead through forty minutes, 
chasing Jack Irvine from the game after 
making 18 stops on 23 shots.

Christian Filippetti saw little action 
between the Tigers’ cage in the third 
period, stopping four of  the five shots he 
faced, but Hurricanes keeper Mitchell 
Weeks skated off  with a 20-save shutout.

The Tigers returned to the den on 
Friday in a key matchup with the Markham 
Royals, turning it around with a 6 – 3 win to 
put a nine-point game between themselves 
and their division rivals.

Down 3 – 2 heading into the third 
period, the Tigers exploded for four 
straight goals in the final twenty minutes. 
Tyler Davis led the way with a three-point 
performance, while Kyle Bollers potted 
a pair of  goals, and Irvine bounced back 
between the pipes to secure his sixth win 
of  the season.

Win number seven came the following 
night in spectacular fashion with a 6 – 5 

win over the Burlington Cougars, featuring 
back-and-forth action that saw Michael 
Palandra put home the winning goal 
on the power play in the final minute of  
regulation time.

With five assists between them in the 
contest, Bollers and Joseph Mizzi continued 
to pace the lead for the most helpers in the 
OJHL, while Mizzi’s 29 points in just 16 
games stands above the rest as well.

Things are looking up on the schedule 
for the home-friendly Tigers, who play 
host for their next five games stretching 
into mid-November. With an overall 

record of  11-4-2-0, four points back of  
the conference lead, they will look to keep 
their home record solid after just one loss at 
the Aurora Community Centre so far this 
season.

The Tigers play host to the lowly 
Georgetown Raiders on Friday (5-6-1-1), 
before the Pickering Panthers (6-8-0-1) 
come to town on Saturday.

Both puck drops are scheduled for 7:30 
p.m.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Foegele carving out role 
with NHL’s Hurricanes

By Jake Courtepatte

Four years after hearing his name 
called in the 2014 NHL Entry Draft, 
Warren Foegele is finally living his 
childhood dream.

The Markham native and ex-St. 
Andrew’s Saints assistant captain 
officially earned himself  a roster spot 
on the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes last 
week for the 2018-19 season, announced 
by Hurricanes head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, who called Foegele “the 
perfect Carolina Hurricane” in a media 
scrum following the announcement.

“I just came to camp, just put my 
head down and tried to work hard and 
tried to make good plays,” said Foegele. 
“I’m a hard-working player and I think 
I can fit anywhere in the lineup. I think I 
can grind, I think I can make plays, but 
I think the work ethic is what I really 
take a lot of  pride in and that’s what I 

try to show.”
Born in Markham, Foegele cut his 

teeth with both the Toronto Nationals 
and Markham Waxers AAA programs 
before taking on a varsity role at St. 
Andrew’s College in Aurora, where he 
had attended since Grade 6.

Suiting up for a slew of  games 
for the varsity Saints squad as just a 
sophomore, he led the junior varsity 
Saints in scoring in 2011-12, before 
joining the varsity squad in a full-time 
capacity the following season.

He once again led his team in scoring 
at over a point-per-game pace, with his 
scoring prowess and leadership skills 
combining to warrant an “A” on his 
chest in his senior season.

Leading the Saints to a CISAA title, 
Foegele put up an outstanding 87 points 
in 44 games to attract the attention of  
some of  the American college hockey’s 
top programs.

Aurora’s Michael Palandra chases down Newmarket’s Derek Sweeney in the Tigers’ 6 - 0 loss 
to the Hurricanes on Thursday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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SPORTS

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

9:00 – 10:30 am
11:00 – 12:15 pm

FREE
Nordic Pole Walking Clinics!

Turn an ordinary walk into a full body workout.
For anyone of any fitness level.

SPORT Connected
www.sportaurora.ca          @SportAurora

100 John West Way, P.O.
Box 1000, Aurora, L4G 6J1

A monthly bulletin from your sports community

Aurora’s ONLY
Medical Supply Store

We are your local, independent drug store, since 1984.
Add SPARKLE to your life!

Aurora Shopping Centre, 14800 Yonge St. • 905-727-2322

JOIN US THIS FALL!
High performance 
Boxing Programs

for the whole family!
Classes starting in November

• Adult programs
• Teen’s & kid’s programs
• Boxing fitness classes
• Boxing technical classes
• One-on-one or group classes
• In-home training
• Contact or non-contact

What will you conquer?
For more info
please contact us:
info@conquerboxing.com
416-455-9038

6th Annual Aurora
Sports Hall of Fame

Induction Celebration
November 8th

St. Andrews College

This year we honour and celebrate
the accomplishments of these
deserving recipients:
• Paolina Allan (Athlete – Triathlon) 
• David Morland IV (Athlete – Golf) 
• Robert Bain (Coach – Basketball) 
• The late Loring Doolittle (Builder/

Contributor)

To get
your tickets:
https://aurorashof.ca/

 Non-competitive 
Pickleball

for Parkinson’s & Arthritis Program
Oct. 23 to Nov. 29, 2018

• Play against ball machine
• Record your progress
• Slow motion video analysis
• Feedback from player buddies
• Focused drills. Free play after sessions
Sessions: One hour long, twice a week for 6 wks. 
Open play/practice before and after sessions.
Where: Northridge Community Church Gym, 
15338 Leslie St., Aurora
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:30-3:30 pm
Website: https://auroratennis.ca/P-and-A-Flyer

Cost: $60

Contact: Brent Mackinnon
brentmack@gmail.com

Creating a high-quality
physical activity environment

for older adults.

Meet us at
the Summit.

Friday, November 9
8:30 am to 4:30 pm

Seneca College King Campus,
Magna Hall

This Summit is for professionals and 
volunteers who work with older adults. 

Our expert faculty will deliver ‘state-of-the-
science’ information on how they continue to 
learn and develop, with an eye on the role 
physical literacy plays in developing more 
physically fit and ‘durable’ adults – who are 

more competent and confident movers.
To find out more: bit.ly/Nov9Summit

IN THE NEWS...
Sport Aurora All Candidates 
meeting packs the Legion

Matters of sport and recreation were front and 
centre during Sport Aurora’s All Candidates 
meeting on October 11th. The evening event, 
which drew roughly 200 to the Aurora Legion, 
included four Mayoral and 16 Council candidates, 
who answered questions on topics that spanned 
sport leadership, permit fees, sports tourism, and 
the need for new fields and facilities.
Council candidates also shared key elements from 
their platforms that related to the evening’s theme.
Sport Aurora hosted and organized the event, 
which was the last all candidates meeting before 
election day. This is also the fourth time Sport 
Aurora has stepped up to bring prospective 
municipal leaders together to discuss issues 
that not only have social 
importance, but help Aurorans 
– of all ages – lead a healthy 
and active lifestyle.

IN THE NEWS...
Sport Aurora ‘Athlete

of the Year’ announced
Sport Aurora’s 2018 Athlete of the Year is 19-year-
old Robert Thomas. A member of Hockey Canada’s 
2018 gold medal team (IIHF men’s under-20 
championships), Thomas is the third athlete to 
receive this title and will be honoured at the 
October 27 Mayor’s Breakfast of Champions.
Thomas played minor hockey for York Simcoe 
Express, until being picked up by the London 
Knights in the 2015 Ontario Hockey League draft. 
From there, he played two seasons, and was then 
traded to Hamilton where he helped the Bulldogs 
win the OHL championship and a berth in the 
100th Memorial Cup.
He was also among the league’s leading scorers. 
In 2017-18, he logged 24 goals and 51 assists 
between the Knights and the 
Bulldogs during the regular 
season, and then led Hamilton in 
playoff scoring with 32 points.

Do you have an interest in sport and 
physical activity? If so, Sport Aurora and 
Activate Aurora need volunteers for a variety 
of interesting and challenging roles.
Contact our Volunteer Co-ordinator to find 
out more about the many opportunities 
with us throughout the year.
Build your resume • Gain work experience

Get high school community hours
volunteers@sportaurora.ca

WE
HAVE
SHOES
TO FILL

Aurora’s Nembhard ready for freshman year of 
college hoops

By Jake Courtepatte

With great talent, comes great 
responsibility.

Projected as a first round draft 
pick in the 2019 NBA Draft, Andrew 
Nembhard is being thrust into a starting 
role on the varsity basketball squad at 
one of  the NCAA’s most prestigious 
schools, all at the age of  18.

The Aurora native, who attended 
Vaughan Secondary School through 
his first two years of  high school, was 
chosen by coaching staff  last week to 
run in the starting point guard position 
when the Florida Gators open their 
season against Florida State in a few 
weeks’ time.

“I think I’m ready for the 
opportunity,” said Nembhard in a call 
from campus. ““When I was younger 
I used to play with all the older guys 

and they were the scorers, so I just tried 
to give them the ball, win the games 
really.”

Known for his slick passing, 
Nembhard’s gift for assists should 
reward a shot-heavy Gators team that 
went 21 – 13 overall last year, making 
the second round of  the NCAA March 
Madness tournament.

“My dad was a passer as well, so 
it’s something he passed down to me,” 
said Nembhard. “I think I just got his 
vision.”

“He’ll have a chance to be in the 
conversation to be one of  the better 
passers in college basketball,” said 
Gators head coach Mike White during 
the team’s media day last week. “Who 
knows how many assists that means, 
how many highlights he produces, how 
many minutes he’ll play. I’m not sure.”

Putting aside the fact that he has spent 
the last three seasons with Florida’s 

Montverde Academy, when asked 
why he chose the Gators over other 
schools he was highly recruited for, 
Nembhard said it was the coaching 
staff  that stood out.

“It’s just all great guys here,” said 
Nembhard. “They push me, on and 
off  the court. I just feel like it’s a 
great environment…the staff, players, 
team is really good, we’ve got a great 
playing style, and it’s a great school. A 
lot of  things came together.”  

At six-foot-five, Nembhard stands 

tall for a point guard, something he 
said should work to his advantage to 
be able to “see over the defense.” As 
for being thrust into the spotlight as a 
freshman, he is taking it all in stride.

“I’m cool with the expectations 
I don’t really feel any pressure,” 
Nembhard said, having been on 
campus since June. “I’m just trying 
to come in and do whatever I can to 
help the team. I think we have a great 
group of  guys and can go far this 
year.”

Aurora’s Andrew Nembhard, pictured with Florida’s Montverde Academy. 

Photo courtesy of Florida Gators Athletics
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Mayor’s Breakfast of 
Champions Spotlight

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27TH 
11:30 am - 2 pm

Robert Bateman 

BIGGS’ GALLERY 
& CUSTOM FRAMING

BIGGS’ GALLERY & CUSTOM FRAMING

www.biggsartandframing.com
15165Yonge Street 905 727-6308

Meet

We invite you to drop by the Gallery before the Show and view the large
Bateman picture selection in order to reserve your choice. 

2019 Bateman Calendar and large selection of Bateman Books are available.

Aurora (just South of Wellington, East Side)

at Biggs’ Gallery

6TH annual induction Celebration
BE A PART OF SPORTS HISTORY

THURSDAY  NOVEMBER 8th ,  2018
St. Andrew’s College

Cocktails: 6pm  |  Dinner: 7pm
Master of Ceremony: Rod Black

Live Fantasy Auction

TICKETS: $125
BUY YOUR TICKETS AT:

aurora.snapd.com/
events/view/1182583

t h i s  y e a r ’ s  i n d u c t e e s :

Paolina Allan | Robert Bain |  The Late Loring Doolittle | David Morland

Ryleigh Smith  -  1st  place on 
beam Level 6 @  Ontario Provincial 
Championships   

Last year Ryleigh had some difficult 
challenges with injuries to overcome. She 
never gave up on pursuing her goals and 
was able to work around her injuries and 
continue to improve her skill set. Her hard 
work paid off  with some extraordinary 
event results at qualifiers and went to 
Championships full of  confidence. Her 
dedication and hard work paid off  when 
she came first in Ontario for her age 
group on beam. She proved to everyone 
that dedication and perseverance are 
keys to success and we hope for another 
great year to come.

 
Maryn Low - 3rd place on bars Level 

8 @ Ontario Provincial Championships 
Maryn has been an inspiration on bars 

for some time now having placed first 
and second at championships in the past. 
This year she moved up levels and was 
faced with some significant upgrades to 
her routines. She rose to the challenge as 
she always does and had some amazing 
results at qualifiers. Her all around 
performance both at training and at 
competition is consistently impressive 
and at championships this year she took 
third on bars even with her significantly 
more difficult routine. Her dedication to 
the sport is admirable and I am certain 
this year will bring more success for her.

 
Greg Thase - 1st all-around at Tour 

Championships and Eastern Canadian 
Champion on Pommel for Level 3     

To put it simply, this was Greg’s 
year. After years of  working hard and 
watching his EGA peers place on the 
podium and travel the country, Greg got 
his turn to truly shine. He not only won 
almost every meet he attended, including 
in Calgary at the University of  Calgary 
International Cup, he fought through 
injury and growing pains to place 2nd 
at Eastern Canadian Championships 
by only 1 tenth of  a point and was also 
Eastern Canadian Champion on Pommel 
Horse.  Throughout all of  this, Greg has 
also started coaching and has served as 
a great roll model for our younger boys.

 
Andrew Nguyen - 1st on High Bar at 

Provincials and 1st on Rings at Eastern 
Canadian Championships    

Drew had the competitive season 
of  what is commonly called “ups and 
downs”. He learned that sometimes things 
don’t go as planned and how to learn 
from it for the next time, and learn he 
did. He not only placed 4th at Provincial 
Championships, but qualified to attend 
Eastern Canadian Championships with 
his EGA peer Greg.     He was the first 
competitor on Rings that day, and set a 
score no one in the meet could touch and 
went home Eastern Canadian Champion 
on Rings.

 
Kieran Heaslip  - 1st all-around at 

Provincials and 1st on Floor and Pommel  
Kieran has had the distinct honor of  

being at the Breakfast of  Champions 
every year since this wonderful event 
started. He has continued to be a 
solid competitor this year and became 
Provincial Champion with gold medals 
for Floor and Pommel Horse as well as the 
all-around. His hard work and leadership 
for the Men’s program at EGA awarded 
him the Sarah Smith Memorial award 
this year.

 
Alex Nguyen - 3rd on Rings and 2nd 

on High Bar 
Our Competitive team has been home 

to all three of  the Nguyen children and 
Alex has big shoes to fill to follow in his 
older brother and sister’s footsteps. This 
was Alex’s first year competing at the 
Provincial level and walked away with 
several gold medals this year. His swings 
on Rings and High Bar got the attention 
of  coaches from all over the province. 

Bella Hong  - 1st on beam, Level 3 
Provincial Championships   

This past season was only Bella’s 
second year of  gymnastics. Competing at 
qualifiers for the first time in her career she 
managed to place top 3 at every qualifier 
she attended, receiving special awards 
for her execution and mastery every 
step of  the way. She maintained focus 
throughout the season and kept pushing 
for even higher levels of  achievement. At 
Provincial Championships she went on 

to receive yet another special award for 
her leaps and jumps on beam, place 4th 
all around, and earn a first-place finish 
on Beam with a score of  9.9 (only one 
tenth from perfect!). 

 
Marisa Lansing  - 3rd on beam, 

Level 4 Provincial Championships 
Moving up a level in gymnastics 

is no easy feat, and this past season 
Marisa managed to move up, while at 
the same time moving up a level in her 
hockey career. Juggling two competitive 
sports, she put in extra time outside of  
regular practice to keep up in the pursuit 
of  her goals. She shone at qualifying 
competitions proving to be a strong 
competitor all around, and receiving 
special awards for Vault along the way. 
Coping with some nerves at Provincial 
Championships she missed showing her 
usual powerful vault, but managed to re-
focus and show an outstanding routine 
on Beam. Placing 3rd on Beam, she 
proved that she is not only a physically 
strong athlete, but mentally strong and 
ready to take on the challenges of  this 
sport. 

 
Nicole Matassini  - 3rd on beam, 

Level 4 Provincial Championships
Last year Nicole had great 

achievements on Bars at every 
competition we attended, even placing 
first on Bars at Championships. This year 
she moved up to a higher level, stepping 
up to not only meet the requirements of  
the level but prove that she is not only 
an excellent athlete on bars, but a strong 
competitor all around. Placing top 3 
at every qualifying competition, she 
earned 3rd place on Beam at Provincial 
Championships and placed 7th all 
around. She is an incredibly hard-
working athlete, who is passionate about 
pursuing excellence in all aspects of  this 
sport, and we can’t wait to see what she 
will achieve this season.

Evolution Gymnastics Aurora
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905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

through the vaulted ceilings of  Aurora 
United Church.

Those vaulted ceilings may be a part 
of  Aurora’s history following the church’s 
disastrous fire in the Spring of  2014, but 
the congregation itself  remains and will 
formally celebrate its 200th anniversary 
with a special service this Sunday at their 
temporary home at Trinity Anglican 
Church. 

And, as he has for just about every 
Sunday of  his life, Mr. McRoberts will be 
there to once again lend his voice to the 
spiritual experience.

“When I started that September, one of  
the first outings that choir had was to go 
down and see The Sound of  Music when 
it was first in theatres, and I have been an 
active member of  the choir ever since,” he 
says.

A history buff, Mr. McRoberts has 
been an active member of  the committee 
steering the bicentennial celebrations, 
alongside, among others, Helen Roberts, 
the Aurora United Church community’s 
long-time historian.

“Sunday will be an amazing service 
because they are bringing in all our music: 

the choirs, all the bell [choirs] and there 
are going to be a couple of  great guest 
musicians as well,” Ms. Roberts tells The 
Auroran, noting long-time congregants 
will also receive a blast from the past when 
it comes time to take communion. If  you 
have ever taken communion in a United 
Church in the past, you know it was served 

Congregation marks milestone bicentennial celebration with 
gathering at temporary home

Photo courtesy of the Aurora Museum & Archives

in the pews from communion sets that have 
little tiny glasses and a platter. The platter 
was served first with the bits of  bread and 
then the sets of  glasses with grape juice 
would be served down and each person 
would get a tiny glass. We haven’t served 
it that way for a number of  years – now 
we usually serve from the altar – but those 
communion sets were one of  the few things 
that survived the fire.”

The communion sets, she explains, were 
stored in a different part of  the church, 
apart from the main sanctuary that was 
levelled by the fire, but they survived in tact 
and will be pressed into service once again.

A highlight of  the church service will be 
an address from Nora Sanders, Secretary 
of  the General Council of  the United 
Church of  Canada which Ms. Roberts 
says promises to be a rousing talk.

“This is the big culmination of  our 
year,” she says. “It will be followed by the 
congregational turkey dinner in November 
which harkens back to years ago when we 
always used to have a turkey dinner, then 
we’ll wind up the year.”

It has been a year that has included not 

only a service, but also an exhibition at the 
Aurora Museum & Archives celebrating 
the church’s ongoing history at Yonge and 
Tyler Streets, as well as the revision and 
update of  a book first published to mark 
the church’s centenary, which will be on 
sale at Trinity this Sunday. 

A lot has happened over the past 200 
years, and a lot will happen in the century 
ahead as Aurora United Church inches 
towards breaking ground on a new church 
building at their spiritual centre on that 
small corner on Yonge Street.

“I think we have actually accomplished 
quite a bit,” says Ms. Roberts of  the 
200th Anniversary year. “We were a 
small committee and it has been a good 
year. Everything that we have planned 
and hoped to do has worked so far and I 
think, with help from other people in the 
congregation, outside people like Shawna 
White and Michelle Johnson (at the 
Aurora Museum and Archives), it has just 
all come together very nicely. It has been a 
good year, but if  we had a new building it 
would be an even better year!”

Mr. McRoberts shares similar 
sentiments.

“I am looking forward to having a new 
home,” he says. “I am hoping that – and I 
think it probably will – a new building will 
help some of  the members of  the church 
to return. It is wonderful the Anglicans 
in Town have shared their sanctuary and 
building with us so that we can gather and 
sing, think and talk, and socialize, but I 
think having a new home [will be a hub] 
for community groups.”

Aurora United Church’s 200th 
anniversary service will take place this 
Sunday, October 28, at 11 a.m. at Trinity 
Anglican Church on Victoria Street. 
The service, featuring performances 
from the AUC Chancel Choir, Faith-A-
Peal, EmBellished & Bellissimo Handbell 
Ensenbles, the Alderbury Gardens Brass 
Quartet, and Wesley Bells on the violin, will 
be followed by a lunch following worship.
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SENIOR
SCAPE
Dave LeGallais

EMPOWERING
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS
Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between 
challenging students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be 
applied to their university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students 
develop valuable skills, including:

•	 advanced academic ability

•	 time management and self-reliance

•	 strong research and writing

•	 critical thinking abilities

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

•	 leadership and mentorship

•	 dialogue, communication and 
presentation

•	 design, invent and problem 
solve

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed 

program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as 

ethical, compassionate and values-based decision-makers. 

WEDNESDAY TOURS
10:30 a.m. (by appointment only)

Register: 905-895-1700 ext. 259

INQUIRE NOW 
FOR GRADE 6 & GRADE 9 

ENTRY YEARS

 Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School  

Since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory 
16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON 

905-895-1700 ext. 259  |  admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca 

Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

Now accepting applications 
for September 2019 admission.

Saturday, October 27
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

 www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/king

OPEN HOUSE

of  the Highland Gate Ratepayers 
Association.

The letter above was not issued 
by the Highland Gate Ratepayers 
Association (HGRPA) nor does it 
reflect any positions taken by the 
HGRPA.

I resigned over the letter posted 
above. Not because I do or don’t want 
Chris Ballard to be our Mayor. Each 
to his or her own conscience to cast 
their vote for Mayor.

I resigned because the letter was 
signed by two HGRPA directors 
after the HGRPA board voted in a 
democratic fashion not to make a 
political statement.

In my opinion, public dissent by 
a director of  decisions taken by the 
HGRPA board, or any director of  any 
board for that matter, is inappropriate, 
disloyal and lacks integrity unless the 

director publicly resigns their post.
Neither director has chosen 

to resign and one who acts as an 
officer of  the HGRPA has delayed 
a communication to the HGRPA 
membership as directed by the 
interim President for almost 24 hours 
now.

I have received a number of  truly 
supportive messages from supporters 
of  all mayoral candidates who feel as I 
do about these actions. Far more than 
the number of  readers of  “readers 
who contend” that Chris Ballard 
made a real difference during our 
struggle with the OMB. Strange that 
I never heard from Chris during my 
tenure as President of  the HGRPA.

Thank-you all for your support 
during the past three years.

David LeClaire
Former President, Highland Gate Ratepayers 

Association
Received Online: Monday, October 22

Originally slated to play junior hockey 
in the BCHL the following season, he 
instead chose to graduate and accept 
a scholarship to the University of  New 
Hampshire, around the same time 
he was ranked the 66th skater for the 
upcoming 2014 NHL Draft. That June, 
the Hurricanes would take him 67th.

“That moment was just surreal to 
me,” Foegele told The Auroran at the 
time. “It’s something that I’ll never 
forget.”

Since then, Foegele’s journey led 
him to an over point-per-game pace 
while with the OHL’s Erie Otters and 
Kingston Frontenacs, before making 
the transition to professional hockey 
with the Charlotte Checkers last 
season, the Hurricanes’ AHL club.

Foegele credits Saints coach David 
Manning for helping him flourish into 
a top-level player.

“He’s a guy who dogs the puck,” 
said Manning. “The engine that never 
stops.”

With three goals and two assists 
through the first nine games of  the 
NHL season, the 22-year old has 
seen plenty of  playing time on a line 
with veterans Jordan Staal and Justin 
Williams, while also killing penalties.

Foegele said he’s “fortunate to have 
two great linemates” that make his job 
pretty easy.

“They tell me what to do and how 
to improve and it’s been a lot of  fun 
playing with those two. A couple of  
times I’m like, ‘Wow, this is pretty 
cool.’”

With November rapidly 
approaching we will 
soon be thinking of  our 
Veterans. There is another 
group I believe deserves a 
kind thought. The animals 
who have served.

How many paintings 
do we see projecting 
the “glory” of  War with 
mounted cavalry charging 
into battle? The horses 
depicted are immaculately 
groomed, and in full 
muscle; this sadly was rarely 
the case. Perhaps the Lord’s 
charger was given special care, but like the 
ordinary foot soldier the horses usually 
died from wounds, neglect or starvation.

30,000 horses were used in the Battle of  
Waterloo alone, in what has been referred 
to as a “veritable meat grinder.”

During the Boer War, the British lost 
323,000 horses.

War Horses have endured much, from 
the butchery of  the Medieval fields of  war 
to the Mustard Gas, mange and dysentery 
of  WW1. From Comanche warriors to 
the Mongol horde the horse was a valued 
weapon. From draft horses pulling supplies 
and weaponry, to the all-important cavalry 
horse.

In the 16th century, Equestrian skills 
developed and specific moves were created 
such as the Pesade (horse reared to protect 
his rider), and the Piaffe, horse high steps in-
place while his rider hacked at the Enemy. 
These moves are now seen only in the 
Dressage ring.

Although the treatment of  these animals 
was often poor, there are countless stories of  
the extreme bond they had with their riders. 
Soldiers sharing their meagre supply of  
food and water with their horse and horses 
buried with full military honours. Blackfoot 
warriors cried openly when their horse died. 
In 1932, a group of  American Calvary men 
learned that 506 horses deemed “useless” 
were to be slaughtered. They rounded up 
the horses, risking court martial, and drove 
them from Texas to Canada. War brings out 
the worst and the best in us.

Similarly, dogs have proven their worth 
during War.

The Ancient world used large Mastiff  
type dogs, armed with spike collars and 
mail armour to fight. Napoleon, Attila 

the Hun and the Spanish 
Conquistadors counted on 
dogs as part of  their arsenal. 
The American Pit Bull was 
used during the American 
Civil War to protect and 
carry messages.

Dogs still serve as 
warriors; they carry 
messages, track, haul, 
sniff  out bombs, act as 
sentinels, and maybe most 
importantly are mascots for 
troops.

The breeds have 
changed, from the Mastiffs 

and Wolfhounds to the German Shepherds 
of  modern wars to the now more popular 
Belgian Malinois, a somewhat smaller, 
more agile working dog. Although faced 
with terrible conditions and danger, the dog 
historically was treated somewhat better 
than the horse and most of  the dogs of  
WW1 & WW11 were adopted by soldiers. 
However, during the Vietnam War these 
service dogs were deemed “expendable” and 
were ordered to be euthanized after serving. 
After years of  protest by ex-service people, a 
law was signed by President Clinton in 2000 
reversing that policy.

Did you know that the Navy Seal Team 
who “took out” Bin Laden included a dog?

And while we remember the noble horses 
and dogs that have served bravely, other 
animal war veterans are often overlooked. 
When we speak of  hauling cargo or mounts 
for warriors, ancient and new, we cannot 
forget the countless camels, elephants, 
donkeys and mules that have served 
throughout the world. Carrier Pigeons 
flew across battlefields carrying important 
military strategies and messages. Canaries 
and mice were used to detect the presence 
of  lethal gasses. Cats were invaluable 
in keeping down the rat population in 
trenches, military encampments and ships, 
and as a source of  comfort and amusement 
for soldiers in the field or the wounded in 
hospitals.

These animals may not elicit the same 
response as our beloved horses and dogs but 
their service was also important.

We cannot deny the important 
contribution animals have made to 
mankind’s wars. When you pause to 
remember our brave soldiers, give a 
thought to them.

Forgotten 
Warriors

Foegele carving out role 
with NHL’s Hurricanes

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR
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Visit our website
to find out more:

 activateaurora.com

#activateaurora
An agency of the Government of Ontario

Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

S U P P O R T E D  B Y

This Summit is for professionals and volunteers who work with older adults. Our 
expert faculty will deliver ‘state-of-the-science’ information on how they continue 
to learn and develop, with an eye on the role physical literacy plays in developing 
more physically fit and ‘durable’ adults – who are more competent and confident 
movers.

SPEAKERS:
Keynote, Dr. John Cairney, University of Toronto:
The Journey does not end in childhood: The importance of developing physical literacy 
over the life-course.

Dr. Chris Fortier, Sports Medicine Centre of Excellence:
Exercise is Medicine – a pilot program in Aurora. Learn why engagement of health 
professionals is critical to increasing physical activity opportunities in older adults, and 
how this is accomplished in a community setting.

Brandy Tanenbaum, Office of Injury Prevention, Sunnybrook Hospital:
Building and deploying physical literacy assessment for older adults. This presentation 
will review current research to better understand the relationship between physical 
literacy and physical activity in older adults.

WORKSHOPS:
John M. Pendlebury, Bayview Physiotherapy & Sports Medicine Clinic:
Abilities Course: enhancing locomotion, stability, balance and object manipulation in a 
safe environment is key to improving the durability of older adults.

Drew Mitchell, Sport for Life and Ron Weese, Activate Aurora:
Durable by Design. This 60-minute active workshop will introduce participants to physical 
literacy concepts and a new training program designed to integrate physical literacy into 
activities for older adults.

Meet us at
the Summit.

Creating a high-quality
physical activity environment

for older adults.

Friday, November 9  •  8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Seneca College King Campus, Magna Hall

To serve you better, York Region now offers household hazardous waste drop-
off facilities at both the Elgin Mills Community Environmental Centre and the 
McCleary Court Community Environmental Centre. This addition of household 
hazardous waste facilities creates a one-stop waste depot for York Region 
residents. (Residential waste only – limits may apply).

WASTE MANAGMENT
1-866-665-6752 
york.ca/hhw 

HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS 
WASTE (HHW) 
NOW ACCEPTED AT 
ELGIN MILLS CEC

Elgin Mills Court Community Environmental Centre
1124 Elgin Mills Road East, Town of Richmond Hill 

McCleary Court Community Environmental Centre
130 McCleary Court, City of Vaughan

Victory all around as 
Hillary House Ball is 
seventh annual sell-out

By Brock Weir

Victory was in the air on 
Saturday night as the Aurora 
Historical Society hosted their 
seventh annual Hillary House 
Ball, a sell-out event at King 
Valley Golf  Club.

2018 marks the 100th 
anniversary of  the signing of  The 
Armistice, the official end of  the 
First World War, and the Aurora 
Historical Society (AHS) chose 
Victory as the event’s theme.

“We are celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of  the signing of  
the Armistice, but we’d also like 
tonight to celebrate your own 
personal victories in the past 
year,” said Patricia Wallace, 
who co-chaired this year’s Ball 
alongside Claire d’Aurore. 
“Victory can mean a lot of  things 
to a lot of  different people. 
We’re celebrating our victory – 
celebrating a sold-out evening. 
We’re also celebrating that local 
businesses realise the value of  
Hillary House as a gem in the 
heart of  Aurora, as well as a draw 
for heritage business.”

These points were also echoed 
by John Green, President of  the 
Aurora Historical Society, who 
delivered remarks to the audience, 
a group which included Aurora’s 
two Members of  Parliament, 
Leona Alleslev and Kyle Peterson, 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill MPP Michael Parsa, Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe, almost a full 
Council compliment and several 

dignitaries from Newmarket and 
King.

“Did you know that according 
to Trip Advisor, the AHS’ 
Hillary House is a Number 
One destination in Aurora for 
tourism?” asked Mr. Greene. 
“Hillary House is attracting 
not only Aurora residents, 
but also visitors from all over 
Ontario. Our fame has spread 
as a museum and as a centre for 
historic programming. We have 
become a destination for heritage 
tourism and it all started through 
the foresight of  Dr. Leslie Oliver 
50-plus years ago. Your support 
here tonight helps us maintain 
the Hillary House facility, its 
property, and also to offer heritage 
programs.

“The funds generated go 
towards education programs, 
senior programs, and welcoming 
newcomers to Aurora. Upcoming 
projects include restoring a 
coach house that has been on the 
property now for a few years, and 
it has to be [put back into shape] 
and made usable again, a new 
safe parking lot at the bottom of  
our property which would allow 
school buses and many more 
people to park within walking 
distance of  Hillary House, and to 
restore the summer kitchen which 
is at the back of  Hillary House 
now back to when it was the good 
old days.”

For more information on 
the Aurora Historical Society, 
including upcoming events and 
initiatives, visit aurorahs.com.

Dignitaries, lovers of history, and members of the 
public alike donned their best duds on Saturday 
night for the seventh annual Hillary House Ball, an 
event raising money for educational programs at, 
and maintenance of, Aurora’s only National Histor-
ic Site. (Top Row) Councillor Michael Thompson, 
volunteer Jackie Playter, Mayor Geoff Dawe, and 
emcee Tim Jones. (Second Row) Newmarket-Auro-
ra MP Kyle Peterson, Aurora Museum & Archives 
curator Shawna White with historian Jacqueline 
Stuart, event co-chair Patricia Wallace. (Middle 
Row) Aurora Historical Society  president John 
Green and Lois Brown get the party started with 
some rousing singing. (Bottom Row) Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev with Pat 
Murray. 

Auroran photos by 
Diane Buchanan and Robin Taylor Smith
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15900 Bayview Avenue 
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7Y3 • 905-726-9532
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DOCKET #175373
SIGN OFF PRODUCTION CREATIVE Q.C. CSR TEAM 

LEAD

RSS_FP_D FINAL SIZE: 10.5x9.25”
IMAGE AREA 9.75x8.75”

PRINERGY 
PROOF

JW

  

177
LB

3.90/kg

144
EA

298
LB

6.57/kg
198

EA

498
EA

877
EA

200
EA

chicken 
drumsticks or thighs
fresh or Sufra Halal 
chicken drumsticks 
or thighs, fresh  21000305

Farmer’s 
Market™ 
Russet 

or white 
potatoes 

product 
of Ontario, 
no. 1 grade,  

10 lb, 
no name® 
Naturally 

Imperfect™ 
carrots 5 lb 

or onions 10 lb 
product of Ontario, 
Canada no. 2 grade

20600997001

pork tenderloin
cryovac pkg. of 2
20520970

Wonder 
bread 675 g,

buns 8’s or 
7” wraps  

340 g
selected varieties  

20097083

Cracker Barrel 
cheese bars 400/460 g or 
shredded cheese 250-320 g
selected varieties  20549948

10 KG
Robin Hood 

all purpose flour
selected varieties 

20134743

Lay’s chips 
or Poppables

selected varieties 
141-255 g

20964325

 

 ALL CHECKOUT LANES 
OPEN GUARANTEED*

SATURDAY + SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM

*Unless we are 
unable to due 
to unforeseen 

technical 
difficulties

FREE


when you spend 
$225 or more.
KNORR MEAL BOX 
up to $24.98 value
21126751

4 10000 08411 3

ONTARIO

RCSS TAB 1Flyer prices effective from Thursday, October 25th to Wednesday, October 31st, 2018. See back page for details.

Spend $225 or more before applicable taxes in a single transaction at any Real Canadian Superstore location and 
receive free Knorr meal box. Excludes purchase of tobacco, alcohol products, prescriptions, gift cards, phone cards, lottery 
tickets, joefresh.com, all third party operations (post office, gas bars, dry cleaners, etc.) and any other products which are 
provincially regulated. The retail value of up to $24.98 will be deducted from the total amount of your purchase before 
sales taxes are applied. Limit one coupon per family and/or customer account. No cash value. No copies. Coupon must be 
presented to the cashier at time of purchase. Valid from Thursday, 
October 25th until closing Wednesday, October 31st, 2018. Cannot be 
combined with any  other coupons or promotional offers. 
No substitutions, refunds or exchanges 
on free item. 21158549

01_FRONT_WK44_RCSS_TAB_9_25_FPD.indd   1 2018-10-16   4:08 PM
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44/18
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DOCKET # 175373 
SIGN OFF PRODUCTION CREATIVE Q.C. CSR TEAM 

LEAD

RSS FINAL SIZE: 10.5x9.25"
IMAGE AREA 9.75x8.75"

PRINERGY 
PROOF

398
EA

498
EA 398

EA

298
EA

.98LB
2.16/kg

298
EA

198
EA

298
EA 498

EA

See back page for flyer details.

4 COUNT BAG
Farmer’s Market™  

sweet peppers 
product of Canada  

or Mexico 
20738571

PINT
raspberries
product of U.S.A.  
or Mexico, no. 1 grade 
20034947001

avocados 6’s
product of Mexico  

or mini 
watermelons  
product of U.S.A.  
20145379001

cauliflower
product of U.S.A.,  

no. 1 grade
20135377001

Bartlett pears
product of U.S.A., extra fancy grade

or orchard run Ambrosia or Cortland apples
product of Ontario, Canada fancy grade  20078454001

Farmer’s Market™ mini cucumbers  
6’s, product of Ontario, Canada no. 1 grade 

or PC® whole white mushrooms 454 g, product of Ontario  
20737570001/20738571

pomegranate
product of U.S.A.,  

no. 1 grade
20134767001

Farmer’s Market™ 
mini carrots 2 lb bag 
product of Ontario, 
Canada no. 1 grade 

or T. Marzetti dips 
selected varieties, 340 g
20039279

PC®  
apple cider

product of Canada,  
3 L

20000005

500

500

2,500

2,500

10,000

10,000

500

RCSS TAB 2

ONTARIO

02_WK44_RCSS_TAB_9_25_P.indd   1 2018-10-16   5:01 PM
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Only A Few Suites Remaining

Please call Leanne or Catherine for a tour of our vibrant senior living community.
(905) 773-4220  12925 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill

Info@OakRidgesRetirement.com  OakRidgesRetirement.com

King Rd.

N
Bond Cres.

SITE

Lake Ave.

Sunset Beach Rd.
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COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CPA, CGA CPA,CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

CROSSWORD

Not for Profit Sports Camp & Retreat Facility Since 1967

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

Pond Hockey
Development Program

Skills & Scrimmage – 3 Levels • Boys & Girls, Ages 5 – 16
Sat. AM, Oct 13 – Feb 9

OCTOBER 23 – NOVEMBER 29
Pickleball for Parkinson’s & Arthritis will 

take place Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1.30 
p.m. to 2.30 p.m., and 2.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. 
at Northridge Community Church (15338 
Leslie Street). Have you withdrawn from 
playing because of  Parkinson’s or Arthritis 
(P&A)? Play again with the P&A Program. 
As you are hitting against a ball machine you 
are only competing against yourself  and your 
goals. Your focused drills are recorded in slow 
motion and reviewed by the trainer and your 
Player Buddies. Feedback is provided by slow 
motion video, trainer analysis, digital record 
of  your progress and informed comment 
from your Player Buddies. Two courts for free 
play before and after drill sessions. The cost 
is $60. To register, visit www.auroratennis.
ca/Parkinsons-&-Arthritis-Progra, or contact 
Brent MacKinnon at brentmack@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free 

French language conversation group will take 
place this afternoon at Country Style Deli/
Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street, from 3 – 4.30 
p.m. This free group welcomes adults (from 
francophone to beginners) looking to put 
their French-language conversation skills into 
action. Francophones and stronger speakers 
are encouraged to share their French language 
skills with less strong speakers. For more 
information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29
GranAurora, an initiative of  the Stephen 

Lewis Foundation in support of  African 
Grandmothers, presents An Evening with 
Astronaut Dr. Dave Williams, tonight at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street. 
Doors open at 6.45 p.m., the event begins at 
7.30 p.m. Dr. Williams will present his book 
Defying Limits: Lessons from the Edge of  the 
Universe. Light refreshments will be served. 
Books available for purchase courtesy of  Blue 
Heron Books. Tickets are $20 and available for 
purchase by email or phone: 905-727-9235, 
905-751-1217, or granaurora4114@gmail.
com. All proceeds support the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre hosts its annual 

Holiday Bazaar today from 9 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. 
at 90 John West Way. Bake sale, art sale, local 
vendors, Senior Centre crafters, silent auction, 
coffee shop, and more. Don’t miss out, come 
and join the fun!

* * * * 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Mosley 

and Victoria Streets) hosts its Treasures & 
Treats Bazaar today from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Delicious baked goods, handmade craft items, 
and an assortment of  treasures to purchase. 
Come and enjoy a delicious muffin with tea or 
coffee for $2.

* * * * 
The Aurora branch of  the Royal Canadian 

Legion will host their annual Remembrance 
Day dinner this evening. This will be a special 

occasion in advance of  the 100th Anniversary 
of  Armistice Day.  Come out an enjoy a “walk 
through history”.  100 years of  events posted on 
the walls and a magnificent Prime Rib dinner.  
Cocktails at 5pm, Dinner @ 6pm, Dance by 
Soul Benefit @ 8 pm. Cost is $35 p/p.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Money Talk$ Series: A free, informal 

monthly education/conversation group 
to share unbiased knowledge about the 
investment environment and about financial 
planning. This month’s topic: Investment 
Plans/Investment Environment: Sharing Our 
Collective Experience. Presentation followed 
by group conversation. No financial products 
or services will be offered or sold (directly or 
indirectly). People employed in the financial 
services industry are welcome to attend and 
contribute, but not to engage in the promotion 
of  any products, companies or services. For 
more information, call the Aurora Public 
Library’s Adult Information Desk at 905-727-
9494 x275.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Amnesty International Aurora-Newmarket 

holds their monthly meeting tonight from 7 
– 8.30 p.m. to discuss current human rights 
issues and write appeal letters. Trinity Anglican 
Church (Rectory behind the main church 
building), 79 Victoria Street. All are welcome. 
Free. For more information, call Renee at 9075-
713-6713.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11
REMEMBRANCE DAY – The Royal 

Canadian Legion will host Remembrance 
Day services at the Aurora Cenotaph this 
morning starting at approximately 10.30 a.m. 
This year will mark the 100th anniversary of  
the Armistice. A reception will follow at the 
Legion itself  with food by the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
and entertainment by the St. Andrew’s College 
Orchestra. 

* * * *
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free 

French language conversation group will 
take place this afternoon at Country Style 
Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street, from 3 – 
4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes adults 
(from francophone to beginners) looking 
to put their French-language conversation 
skills into action. Francophones and 
stronger speakers are encouraged to share 
their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/
partagez-fr. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora holds their 

monthly meeting today from 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon at the Royal Canadian Legion, 
105 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora. The 
speaker is Mike Hurley from “Highway of  
Heroes Living Tribute - A living legacy for 
Canada’s Fallen”.  For more information on 
this month’s speaker please call Cliff  White 
at 905-841-2421. New Members Welcome! 
Call Gary Gilbert at  905-895-2849  or be 
our guest at the meeting. 

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

THINGS
YOU OUGHT 
TO KNOW
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTURE CLINIC

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

HOME CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there 
when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory  

905-727-3300 
Ext. 102

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

HR Denture 
Clinic

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

SPA

TAR AND CHIP

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,  
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical alternative 

to asphalt paving with a rustic 
country appearance, that also 

provides a solid surface and is 
a solution to ruts washout and 

potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

WATER

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

DECORATING/STAGING

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator

Exceptional Interior Decoration and Staging 
Services Tailored For You

Lisa Cleary 
Certifi ed Interior Decorator

HamnettInteriors.ca
289 338 4696 ⎜LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

18 years of the best care for seniors 

Please contact Brian Porter, Director, Living
Assistance Services (LAS), for advice and care 
at home at: office 416.483.0070
cell 905.758.2486 or b.porter@laservices.ca

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

SERVICES

FOR RENT

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET
HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

Barber or Stylist wanted 
for full time position 
905-727-6212, ask for Alfred
In Aurora Shopping Centre Plaza (next to No Frills)

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

WILLING TO EDUCATE: Highly 
motivated individual for rewarding 
career in financial services.  Call 
Amanda at 416.873.9998

SPAR-CLEAN INC. is looking for 3-4 reliable, 
detail oriented employees to join our team 
of residential cleaners. Spar Clean has been 
servicing Newmarket, Aurora and surrounding 
areas since 1996. Both part time and full time 
positions are available, evening and weekends 
are not required. A drivers license is also not 
required but would be considered an asset.

Call to apply: 647-333-7397

Come Join Our Happy Team!

2 BEDROOM / 2 BATHROOM 
TOWNHOUSE- 1,325 sq ft, central 
Aurora $1475 + utilities, parking, non 
smoking, no pets, available Dec 1st. 416 
407-1571

HIRING
Since 1994, Pave-Tar Construction Ltd., has performed road construction 
operations for many municipalities throughout the GTA. We are seek-
ing highly motivated individuals to expand our Winter Operations Team 
from December 1st, 2018 to March 31st, 2019.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED:

• VALID DRIVER’S LICENCE.
• EXPERIENCE WITH WINTER OPERATIONS.
• MUST BE ABLE TO WORK INCLEMENT WEATHER, OUTDOORS.
• ABILTIY TO OPERATE A MOTOR GRADER, FARM TRACTOR, LOADERS.
• ON CALL 24 HRS PER DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
• EXPERIENCE IS PERFERRED. WILLING TO TRAIN.
• VERY COMPETITIVE WAGES WILL APPLY ON STANDBY AND HOURLY
   OPERATIONAL RATES.

If this is an opportunity you are interested in and your background 
matches the experience required, please contact our office at
416-798-7890. Resumes can be faxed to 416-798-0094 or emailed to 
info@pavetarconstruction.com.
Thank you for your interest in Pave-Tar Construction Ltd.

KINARK CHILD AND FAMILY 
SERVICES IS HIRING FOR A PT, 
EVENING RECEPTIONIST at our 
Aurora office. $20.90-$23.05/hr. Please 
apply at www.kinark.on.ca.

YONGE STREET. PERSONAL 
SERVICE SPACE. Approx 750  
sq. ft. Available Nov. 1st. Owner 
Pays outside maintenance, water and 
heating. $2400/mo. Call Orlando  
905-842-0576. After hrs. 905-727-9150.

SHARED OFFICE TO RENT
Why pay high overheads! 

PRIME LOCATION ON 
MAIN STREET IN SHELBURNE
Suit accountant/realtor/lawyer etc. 

Share with media company
Clean, Renovated Office
Rent includes all utilities

Call 
519-925-2832 or 519-216-1021

enthusiast in the family, but Paul is 
the builder.

He tells The Auroran that with 
each passing year, their collection of  
props grows, along with their arsenal 
of  special effects, and he starts 
assembling the display in the middle 
of  September. In those early days, it’s 
an hour here and an hour there, but 
in the last two weeks leading up to 
October 31, they are in “full-blown 
build mode.”

“Our neighbours are used to it by 

now,” says Su with a chuckle. “They 
walk by, they give us a lot of  good 
feedback and say they are looking 
forward to it, and the kids start 
coming by in September because 
they know we do this and want to 
see where we’re at. It’s fantastic. 
Our neighbours do probably think 
we’re  a little crazy, but they come 
out and support us.”

Also helping to support the 
Haunting for the first time this year 
are area schools Light of  Christ 
Catholic Elementary School, where 

the Diana children are students, as 
well as Highview Public School next 
door.

“Come out and experience 
something fun and something super-
scary,” says Su. “We have something 
for all ages and something that is 
close to home. People don’t have 
to venture too far out of  their 
community to have some fun on 
Hallowe’en night and on the night 
before. This is just a family thing 
that has grown over the years, and 
now our kids help out.”

“For the first couple of  years, they 
didn’t even want to go through it, 
but now they just love it,” adds Paul.

“It’s all about the kids and having 
someplace closer to home to venture 
out,” says Su. “We’re here and we’re 
doing something good for the Food 
Pantry as well, which is really near 
and dear to my heart.”

The Haunted Wild West house is 
open nightly starting October 29, 
30, and 31 from 6.30 – 9 p.m. at 40 
Carlyle Court.

From page 3

CYNERGY
Mechanical Ltd.

WE ARE HIRING SKILLED TRADES

We are a very successful, established 
HVAC/R and Plumbing services

company that is rapidly expanding.

IMMEDIATE NEED FOR FULL-TIME:
2nd to 4th Year Apprentices (313A)

G1 & 313A Mechanics
Lead Hand Plumbers (306A)

G1 Gas Fitters (Journeyman) – Construction

WE OFFER:
3 Scholarship Opportunities

3 Industry Leading Wages & Benefits
3 Hands On Training
3 Company Vehicle
3 Career Growth

Submit your resume today!
careers@cynergymechanical.ca

Auroran 
Classifieds 

905-727-3300 
ext. 102

Advertise in 
The Auroran 

Classifieds 
905727-3300

ext. 102

Hallowe’en Spooktacular on Carlyle Crescent 
benefits Food Pantry
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Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 24 Years

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

NEED ANSWERS?

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract.

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions??

?

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered


