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MASTER AT WORK - Retired geologist and artist Rose Zhao led a live painting demonstration at the Aurora Farmers’ Market on Saturday
morning ahead of her upcoming exhibition at the Aurora Cultural Centre, From Rocks to Brushstrokes: A Geologist’s Artistic Transformation, which

opens July 31. For more, see Page 6.
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Council has “serious concerns”
about Provincial legislation,
but stops short of opposition

BY BROCK WEIR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Aurora Council has expressed “serious
concerns” with Provincial legislation the
government says is designed to “streamline”
the creation of homes and stimulate the
economy, but critics claim will result in a
serious hit to both the environment and a
municipality’s power to plan for growth.

The formal expression of concern came
at a Special Council meeting on July 15,
which was called by Ward 1 Councillor Ron
Weese, Ward 2 Councillor Rachel Gilliland,
Ward 3 Councillor Wendy Gaertner and

Ward 5 Councillor John Gallo.
Mayor Tom Mrakas, Ward 4 Councillor
Michael Thompson, and Ward 6

Councillor Harold Kim did not attend the

meeting

Councillors went into last Tuesday’s
meeting with a motion from Councillor
Weese calling on Council to formally
“oppose” Bill 5 — the Protect Ontario by
Unleashing Our Economy Act, and Bill

17, the Protect Ontario by Building
Faster and Smarter Act, both of which are

Continued on page 8
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HONOURED ATHLETES - Sport Aurora, which celebrates its 20th anniversary this year, held its annual Sport Aurora Student Athletes of

the Year recognition ceremony at Town Park on July 17. The occasion, which is now in its ninth year, recognized 34 athletes from 17 elementary
and secondary schools in the Aurora community. For more on this year’s honourees, see Page 12.
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KING HOBBY HORSE FARM!
ARENA W/12 STALL STABLE!
4+1BR DUPLEXED HOME! 7+ ACRES
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Have it all just 5 minutes to Aurora! Great

potential income or move out to the country and

fulfill your horse lovers dream! Well kept 2600 SF
4+1 BR 4 Bath country home w/one bedroom
lower level ‘in-law suite” w/separate entrance!
60x130 Ft Arena - 5 Run-in Sheds - 3 paddocks

- 2 Fields - small riding ring - lounge - viewing area - rofesionally finished walkout lower level could
Loads of parking! 568 ft frontage on dufferin street E

paved road access.

OPEN HOUSE: Sat,

Scenic private at the end o

sauna and more!

$2,998,888

PICTURESQUE PRIVACY 3.1 ACRES
3105 SF ‘MANOR’ HOME AURORA
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27 | 24pm @ 231 Ridge Road, Aurora.
in demand Southwest Aurora! 4 car

ing! Hardwood floors! 2 stone fireplaces! Hu%le
principal rooms! 4 spacious bedrooms! Bright

e in-law suite with big rec room, 3pc bath
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26 & Sun, July
an exclusive court
arage 3+1

parking or gardeners delight detached build-

level and much more!

$2,298,888

Showstopper! Aurora’s sought after exclusive
gated community ‘Stonebridge Estates’! Stone
& Brick! ‘Open Concept’ plan! 9ft-22ft ceilings!
Vaulted ceilings! Plank floors ground and
second floor! ‘Gourmet’ centre island kitchen
‘open’ to entertaining sized dining & great room
with custom fireplace all overlooking ravine!
Professionally finished ‘open concept’ lower

$1,498,888

OPEN HOUSE: 33-520 Silken Laumann Dr,
July 26 & 27 | 2-4pm. Overlooking St. Andrews
Golf Course with 2 balconies and breathtaking
sunsets. Spacious, open-concept layout with up-
dated kitchen, breakfast bar, fireplace, and custom
décor. Luxurious primary suite with 5-pc spa-style
ensuite and 2 walk-in closets with built-ins. 3 Bed-
rooms! Quiet, private, and beautifully maintained

—must be seen! $898, 888
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Abuse Hurts launches new online platform

to support survivors of domestic abuse
EmpowerWeb launched July 22

BY BROCK WEIR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Incidence of domestic abuse rose
dramatically over the course of the global
pandemic as so many were forced to stay
home, potentially making a bad situation
Worse.

The rise was a stark statisic for
organizations looking to help those fleeing
such situations and underscored the need
to have empowering tools just a few clicks
away.

The result is EmpowerWeb, a new online
platform offering safe support for survivors
of domestic abuse.

Aninitiative of Abuse Hurts, the platform
was formally launched Tuesday; July 22, at
the Central branch of the Richmond Hill
Public Library:

EmpowerWeb, which is available to all
Ontarians and funded by Women and
Gender Equality Canada, brings together
multiple tools and resources for survivors of
domestic abuse, their families, friends, and
more, connecting them with the knowledge
they need to escape their situation safely, and
connect with community resources as well.

It was shaped with feedback received
from those who have suffered through
intimate partner violence who were “forced
to navigate the system,” says Helena

Kameka, President of Abuse Hurts, as well
as through focus groups, questionnaires,
and polls that tapped mto those with Lved
experience.

Their input helped identify missing
information and gaps in the system.

“We went across Canada to determine
what are the issues contributing to this
increase,” says Kameka of the rise in
instances of domestic violence during that
time. “Clearly there are gaps, clearly there
are problems, and there’s not enough
education or awareness. What is the
problem here and how can we reduce the
incidence and impact? How can we address
this?

“We  held three  cross-Canada
conferences which included first responders.
We included everything from education,
police, healthcare services, EMS, all the
different first responder areas, and survivors.
We combined that and we came up with all
these learnings and we found out that there
was a lot of issues from both sides: Lack of
accessibility; a lack of understanding, sort of
like a one-size-fits-all treatment. Someone’s
who’s First Nations, maybe, or from a
different culture really needs different help
than someone, let’s say from the LGBTQ)
community. We need different protocols
and understanding and awareness and

Enjoy the journey
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MORE THAN A HOME. A COMMUNITY

education.”

They alsofound that similar organizations
weren’t really communicating with each
other to fully understand who provides
what service and how and, as such, persons
secking out services would have to “retell
their story every time they get passed on
from one agency to another.”

“We realized people didn’t really even
know how to detect signs of abuse, especially
the first responders,” Kameka continues.
“Someone could go on a call, like dentists,
and need training on how to recognize
signs of abuse because a lot of people don’t
report it. There were so many different
things. Then, of course, what we specialize
in is trying to educate and bring awareness
to the community so that these incidents
wouldn’t happen in the first place, really
arming people with tools to learn how [for
example] to establish healthy boundaries so
that someone doesn’t get you into a position
where all of a sudden you’re being abused.
We knew that we had to create something to
help combat that.”

EmpowerWeb, she says, was created
to address many of these areas to create a
better experience for survivors.

Anyone can access the platform which
provides valuable resources to those who
need them and, crucially, available when
they need them, too.

“If you’re a survivor, you may not have
the luxury of calling a social services agency
between the hours of nine and five to find
out information,” says Kameka. “Maybe
you only have until at 11 o’clock or two
in the morning, You have a lot of anxiety
about approaching an agency, you don’t
know what to expect, you aren’t prepared,
so what this does is it allows a survivor to
access it 24-7 from a safe place. You can
even go to a public library and find out
information i a way that you wouldn’t
get from a phone call or from an agency’s
website, because what we've created is

these very short information sessions that
were co-created with persons with lived
experience.

“If you think you need to go toawomen’s
shelter, you can access EmpowerWeb, and
there will be information sessions from
women’s shelters that were co-created
[and] 1t’s not information that tells you
this 1s the service we provide; it’s literally
this 1s what you are going to experience if
you come to our shelter; from beginning
to end — what you need to have prepared
in advance, what is actually going to
happen step-by-step as you go through the
system. It eliminates a lot of fear, a lot of
the unknown, a lot of anxiety. It will show
you exactly what will happen, and answer
alot of the questions that, honestly, people
that work at these places just don’t have the
time to answer for you.”

EmpowerWeb will evolve as they
continue to receive feedback from the
community. While they say the best
measure of the platform’s success would
be for it to be no longer needed at all, it’s
there for those who need it.

“We place a high importance on
getting feedback from survivors so that
we can Improve our own programs,” says
Kameka, noting that while the platform
brings together community partners in
York Region, the information is universal,
and could prove particularly valuable for
people outside of York Region who feel
safer accessing services outside of their
home communities. “We want people
to know that this will benefit everyone,
whether you live in the community, work
in the community, or are accessing services
in the community. Statistics across Canada
show a minimum of four out of 10 women
in Canada are experiencing domestic
violence and that’s huge, so we want to
reduce that number.”

For more mformation on  EmpowerWeb, visit
abusehurts.ca/emporvercveb,
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T0 YOUR PROJECT

When it comes to tackling any project, having the
right tools can make a huge difference. With more
than 14,000 types of equipment available for rent,
Sunbelt Rentals is here to help you Make It Happen.

Easily reserve what you need online or by phone.

Long weekend special, pick up on Friday and
return Tuesday for a one and a half day rental
charge. Some conditions may apply. Don’t know

exactly what you need? Let our team help.

800-667-9328 or sunbeltrentals.com
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will be maritime celebration

to benefit local mental health programs

BY BROCK WEIR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

A tradiional Newfoundland kitchen
party is taking shape in Aurora — and it’s
not just a ime for a new spin on being
Screeched In, it’s all to benefit local mental
health programs.

The Newfoundland Kitchen Party in
support of Community Mental Health
Services 1s set for Thursday, September
18, at the Salvation Army’s Northridge
Community Church and picks up after two
years of galas helped foster the important
mental health services that come out of
their community hub on Leslie Street, just
north of Wellington Street.

Angela Covert, who has led fundraising
for Northridge for the last few years,
including the past two years of galas,
was inspired to switch things up from
the previously formal affair to more of a
celebration partially out of the wonderful
experiences she and her husband had last
summer visiting the Province — but also in
recognizing the unique position our country
1S now 1n.

“T had known when I started at the
Salvation Army that (the organization)
continues to have a very big presence in
Newfoundland,” says Covert. ‘A lot of the
officers I connect with through the Salvation
Army have their roots in Newfoundland
themselves, including Captain Fred Reid
here at our office, and I started to think
about the impact of the Salvation Army,
not just in Newfoundland but in Canada
in general. Looking at all that, and having
a better sense not only of the Province but
its people, the fun, and the impact of the
Salvation Army there, I got to thinking
about what it might look like to do a kitchen
party over the gala.

“The other influence for me has been just
the challenges that everybody is facing, not
just financially, but just the sadness of what
is happening in the world. .. and the impact

DEPOSIT

of Trump’s tariffs and also the rhetoric of
taking us over, I just wanted something that
was purely Canadian and fun.”

Since its inception, the first two mental
health galas hosted by Salvation Army
Northridge raised nearly $60,000 for their
community programs, and has significantly
boosted awareness of what the Salvation
Army has to offer for people who are
struggling with their mental health —
so much so they have formed valuable
partnerships with such local organizations
as Southlake Health and Abuse Hurts to be
part of that mental health continuum in the
central and northern York Region area.

This 1s expected to only ramp up as they
gear up for the September 18 event.

It promises to be an evening of great
music featuring Off the Rock, North
America’s premier tribute to Great Big Sea,
a band which has been gaining a steady
following in the Greater Toronto Area,
traditional food, a type of Screeching In
ceremony where, at this alcohol-free affair,
a mixture of Newfoundland’s Purity Syrup
will be mixed with water as a stand-in for
the potent potable, and a marketplace
of traditional Newfoundland products
courtesy of Ireezerland.

Organizers also promise “a few surprises
that may include a fish,” so perhaps it
wouldn’t be a bad idea to bring some
Chapstick in case you're asked to kiss a cod!

“I took note of all the other events that
were happening in our community and
there were a lot of galas, a lot of higher-
end-price-point fundraisers, and that helps
generate funds, but I just wanted to offer
something that was a little bit lighter, a lot
more fun,” says Covert, adding food will be
provided by Carmen Holloway, previously
of The Puflin, which served the Holland
Landing area with traditional maritime
fare. “Kitchen party? How much fun is
that? When you have people over to your
house, where do people often hang out? It’s
in the kitchen and that’s where all the great

STRUCTURE

$10,000 on signing
Balance of 5% in 30 Days
2.5% in 60 Days
2.5% in 120 Days
2.5% in 180 Days

WITH BBQ STATIONS
* HIGH SMOOTH CEILINGS
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. i st ant s | RUAESING THE BIAR
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2.5% in 360 Days

* HARDWOOD FLOORING

* FLOOR TO CEILING WINDOWS
* PREMIUM 6-PIECE APPLIANCES
* SMART HOME SYSTEM

NOW SELLING -
CLOSING 2026

KINGHEIGHTS.CA

conversations happen. I think it resonates
with individuals just because, in my line
of work, we just often see the bad, but my
hope is this is really going to bring the good
and just the joy I want there to be that
atmosphere of, Tve come to somebody’s
house and we’re just having a party.’

“Our focus 15 mental health and the
event will be for our mental health services.
Right now; we have our psychotherapists on
staff’ and my hope is now that that’s getting

more and more established, we will be able
to branch out into more specific programs
for youth and hire at minimum a part-time
person who would look at more youth
counselling supports.”

Tickets for the Newfoundland Kitchen
Party in Support of Community Mental
Health Services are on sale now To
purchase, call 905-895-6276 or wvisit
Salvation Army Northridge at 15338 Leslie
Street.

RACING FOR A CAU

The Aurora Optimist Club was well-represented in Georgina last weekend as area
Optimists came together for a charity bed race, which made its way through Sutton.
The Aurora team, which placed third, was led by Alex Ansell, pictured here on the
bed, accompanied by Bill Hack, Glen Sharp, Rob Gaby, Deb Finnear, and Kim
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* 15 COMMERCIAL UNITS
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¢ 5 STAR 2-STOREY RESTAURANT
WITH 1,000 SF OUTDOOR PATIO
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Approving infill
development on
Heathwood Heights would
“open Pandora’s Box,”
says neighbour

I am writing to you after reading about
the proposed development on Heathwood
Heights Drive.

I have been a homeowner on this
street since its inception. I remember
Heathwood being a dirt road, not even
out to Bathurst Street yet. I remember
Sevario, who was the construction lead
man all those years ago.

Itissohard tobelieve thatan application
was even put forward to Council. Why
would anyone want to disrupt the
ecosystem of a quiet neighbourhood? We
all bought houses here because we were
not on top of one another like in Toronto.
We have greenspace for our gardens and
for privacy from our neighbours. I don’t
know who this “applicant” 1s, but he does
not come from Aurora nor live on this
beautiful street.

I don’t fully understand why you can
even change the Aurora Official Plan. It’s
like breaking a contract. It 1s breaking a
contract — with us. Again, this is why we
bought up here, one of the most coveted
streets.

Even though I live down from 161
Heathwood, I still live here and I will have
my say. I would imagine that the owners
of the house in question were offered a lot
of money.

Even though that probably will not be
disclosed, it does present as a dangling
participle.

To let this application even get this far
1s like opening a Pandora’s Box, causing
so much tension between everyone in the
neighbourhood. It’s a very upsetting time.

Heathwood is a very lovely street and
we want to keep it that way. There are
other streets to build houses on.

Susan E.
Aurora

Open Letter to Council
on Bill 5 — Protect
Ontario by
Unleashing our
Economy Act, 2025

There are so many issues with this
Bill it is hard to know where to start, but
playing the wait and see option should
not be one of them. I have listed but a
few 1ssues with it and I had previously
requested that my MPP not to vote in
support of the Bill 5 legislation. In fact
I’'ve heard nothing.

As the Premier has previously stated:

“The Ring of Fire is our No. 1
priority over anything, because that’s
going to generate more revenues, and
if we get shovels in the ground, get
permits in less than two years, and then
we can sell those critical minerals to
everyone in the world that needs those
critical minerals,” he said.

“We can be the wealthiest, richest,
most prosperous sub-sovereign nation
anywhere in the world if we get those
critical minerals out of the ground.”

To this the
Government is embarking on a mission
to destroy this province.

Why is it that the reasoning is to fight
against the USA tariff’ aggression and
create jobs for Ontarians in Ontario.
This Bill will not create any job security
in the long term nor will it be for the
benefit of the people of Ontario. All
that this bill will do is run roughshod
over the treaty rights with the First
Nations and decimate our environment.

end Conservative

Continued on page 16
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How much pull does a lapel pin have?

I don’t mean the pop culture-style
enamel pins that are making something of
a comeback these days as people look for
more artistic ways to pay tribute to their
hobbies, passions, and fandoms. Rather,
I'm referring to those often-round plastic
numbers with metal backing that can be
churned out by the hundreds, or pressed
one at a time by a fully-manual punching
machine that hasn’t changed much since
they their advent in the late Victorian era.

“Not much,” you might answer. But, go
to any flea market, or an antique store that
gravitates more towards the tchotchkes
of our lives than grand, beautiful pieces
of furniture, you’ll likely find baskets and
bins of disused pins commemorating
everything from a campaign waged by a
municipal politician time has nearly forgot,
to promotion of a new spin on a venerable
caffeinated pop, to pun-tastic numbers
with slogans and jokes that you can only
read if you get right up in the wearer’s face.

Yet, I remember a time when buttons
alone were able to sway an entire election.

Back when I was in Grade 6, an exciting
Federal election was taking place and our
teachers — our school’s two Grade 6 classes
were a strange, brief exercise in “team
teaching” — were thoroughly bitten by the
political bug

Almost as soon as the writ was dropped,
we students were divided into groups to
represent each of the political parties that
were represented on our local ballot. Within
the group, we appointed “party leaders”
from amongst ourselves, and these lucky
winners were tasked with emulating the
party leaders of the time rather than flying
their own flag: (I wonder if Jean Chretien,
Preston Manning, Gilles Duceppe, Alexa
McDonough, and Jean Charest ever had
an inkling how walking a few steps in their
respective shoes was a make-or-break
moment in a student’s social standing in
this very specific microcosm)

Then, the local candidates representing
each party visited our class to make the
case on why our in-class vote should go
their way:

Each of them made their pitches with
passion and conviction and gave us a lot
to think about before “polls opened” later
that afternoon.

Who won our in-class vote? It wasn’t the
Liberals, Reform, BQ) , NDP, or Progressive
Conservatives. It was the Christian
Heritage Party that won the day — and it
wasn’t a statement on whether our class
leaned left or right, or where our religious
convictions lay. Instead, it all came down
to the clever local CHP candidate who, in
addition to speaking with us, brought bags
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Brock Weir

and bags of party swag for us with him.

And there it was — an election that came
down to a hill of beans, er, buttons.

It was not, of course, the most
sophisticated way to gauge the pulse
of students with even the slightest of
political inclinations, but we were young,
unsophisticated, and living in an era where
Beanie Babies and POGs were traded like
currency, so kudos to the CHP candidate
for “getting” his electorate and introduced
a new trading token into our schoolyard
economy!

While everyone likes swag to some
degree, I think it’s pretty clear that the
youth of today are far more sophisticated
and politically savvy today than we were
back when the 1997 Federal Election
unfurled across the country.

Today’s youth are more tuned in to the
issues that matter than ever before. While
some might be more susceptible to A.L
and so-called fake news than others, by
and large, have, in my observation, not
only a firm grasp on the issues that matter
but no shortage of great ideas to foster the
change they want to see in the world.

With this in mind, I was very interested
in an announcement made last week
by British Prime Minister Keir Starmer,
outlining his intention to lower the UK.’s
voting age to 16.

“Prime Minister Keir Starmer said
young people who ‘pay into’ the system
should have the opportunity to say what
they want their money to be spent on,”
the BBC reported. “Conservative MP
Paul Holmes hit back at the government’s
announcement, arguing there would
be no opportunity for parliamentary
scrutiny until September due to the recess
— describing the proposal as ‘hopelessly
confused.” Leader of Reform UK, Nigel
Farage, said he didn’t support lowering
the voting age to 16 ‘even though we get
lots of votes.” And Lib Dem MP Sarah
Olney said changing the minimum
voting age to 16 was a ‘no brainer.”

The BBC went on to speak to 16- and
17-year-olds on how this proposal was
going over in their demographic, as well
as pollsters, who speculated on just how
different the results of their last Federal
election might have been if this age
change was in place at the time (spoiler
alert: not much), and whether this age
group, which would account for just two
per cent of the electorate, would even
care.

“It’s not a huge amount and we know
that younger people are slightly less
likely to vote than older generations,”
pollster Luke Tryl told the BBC. “But,
then again, we are in an era where small
shares of the vote can deliver you lots of
seats and multi-party politics.”

We don’t have to search too hard in
this country for prime examples where
a small number of votes turned out to
make a big difference — the most recent
examples being the recounts that had to
take place in a number of ridings after
our last trip to the polls on April 28.

That being said, however, I'm not sure
I buy the idea of younger people being
slightly less likely to vote than older
generations being a permanent situation.

Should Canada ever consider
following the United Kingdom’ lead
in lowering the voting age, there will
be a lot of questions that will need to
be answered before such a change is
implemented, but at first blush — well,
most current blush, as this is far from a
new idea — I think the pros significantly
outweigh the cons.

Starmer, in my view, is correct that
young people who pay into the system
should have an opportunity to have a
say on where their money is spent. If a
16-year-old is expected to pay taxes on
the money they earn from their part-
time jobs — and, let’s be real, lucrative
“side-hustles” are fast becoming the
norm — it’s hard to find a valid argument
on why they shouldn’t be able to help
shape the system, particularly when their
peers who are just two years older, have
the same privilege.

There might be a prevailing idea that
younger people are “slightly less likely to
vote than older generations,” but perhaps
at least a part of that can be attributed to
the current voting requirements and the
missed opportunity to instill civic duty
— and, most importantly, engagement —
from an earlier age.

Should Britain’s plans
fruition, the results of this significant shift
will be worth watching. In the meantime,
however, don’t feel compelled to bust out
the button-maker.
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The Aurora Museum & Archives is glimpsing...

AURORA

MUSEUM e~ ARCHIVES

Aurora’s Historic Places!

A
GLMPSE oF

AURORA'’S HISTORIC

PLACES

A Glimpse of Aurora’s Historic Places highlights a selection of the Town’s notable heritage buildings through artwork, photographs and artifacts. This
display offers a chance to get familiar with the unique elements of these sites, which continue to shape the look and feel of Aurora today. Whether
you've passed by them daily or are just now discovering them for the first time, these places offer a glimpse into the heritage that remains an import-
ant part of Aurora’s identity. This exhibition is on now at Aurora Town Square!

Who lives in the best country in the
world? This is a question I jubilantly asked
the thousands of people that lined up
Yonge Street to participate in the Canada
Day Parade.

It truly filled the heart to see so many
people, of all ages, participating i the
celebration of our great country A sea
of red and white adorned the Town
of Aurora with flags, caps, shirts, pins,
mugs, glasses and even temporary tattoos.
Participants came well prepared and
included a plethora of colourful costumes,
floats, displays, musical bands, dancers, first
responders and many more.

We are fortunate to live in one of the
most diverse communities in the country.
What a gift it is to see folks who have chosen
Canada as their home proudly celebrate
our national holiday:

In the Greater Toronto Area, there are
over 160 languages and dialects spoken
daily. Immigration is necessary for our
country given that we have more deaths
than births on an annual basis. However, it
is imperative that the immigration system
is managed in a manner that is both
reasonable and sustainable.

The Liberal Government has had no less
than seven Immigration Ministers over the
past ten years. This has not been helpful.
In fact, the Fraser Institute released a study
recently that confirmed what we already
knew: the Liberals broke our immigration
system.

This is a point expressed widely by
residents in our community as well when I
knocked on doors leading up to this year’s
federal election. With my appointment
to Parliament’s Standing Committee on
Citizenship & Immigration I intend to focus
on the concerns that were shared with me.
In this regard I am sharing the Conservative
Party’s position on immigration which I
believe responds to points raised by people
across Canada.

* Our immigration system must

COSTAS’
CORNER

MP Costas Menegakis
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

put Canada First. That means
mviting the right people in the
right numbers, numbers we can
absorb into housing, health care
and jobs. It means having a system
that allows newcomers to succeed
as part of the Canadian family: It
also means restoring the value of
citizenship, so that everyone who
calls our country home regardless
of where they come from is
Canadian above all else.

« By
Liberal immigration policies have
overwhelmed our housing, health
care and job market. That is not
fair to people who come here.
Conservatives believe we must
reduce the numbers so health care,
housing and job creation can catch
up.

*  We must also end the abuse of
the temporary foreign worker
program, the international student
program and the fraudulent
refugee claims.

* Any temporary resident convicted
of any crime must be deported.

*  The government must do real and
full security and criminal vetting of
everyone who comes to Canada.

contrast,

* Those whose visas expire and
who are not eligible to renew
must leave on schedule or be
deported.

*  Weoppose the Century Initiative
and other radical proposals that
seek to boost the population to
100 million people by 2100.

* We don’t blame people for
wanting to come to Canada. We
blame the Liberal government’s
radical policies and incompetent
management. We want those
who come here to succeed.
For example, we will set up a
Blue Seal professional standard
for provinces to sign onto so
internationally trained doctors,
nurses, and others can prove
they are qualified and can get
working anywhere in Canada.

Conservatives will make Canada a
place where anyone from anywhere
can achieve anything by working hard,
following the rules and contributing.

Liberal policies have allowed
corporations to add large numbers of
low-wage temporary foreign workers
(TFWs), who drive down wages and
block Canadians from jobs.

Conservatives believe in reducing
the number of TFWs and setting a
hard rule that Canadians must always
come first for Canadian jobs.

The Temporary Foreign Worker
programs cannot be a tool to suppress
wage growth; employers must pay fair
wages to Ganadians and TFWs alike.

While farms and a small number
of businesses in low-unemployment
regions may need these workers,
they should not be used to displace
anywhere 1in

Canadian workers

Canada.
We do indeed live in the best country
in the world! Let’s keep it that way.

Last week, four members of Council
called a special meeting,

My office was not consulted on the
date and time of the meeting, and I was
formally notified by the Clerk only after
the date and time had been set by the four
members. Unfortunately; this meant I was
unable to attend.

Even though I was unable to attend the
meeting, I'm glad to see that the Councillors
ultimately amended the motion to reflect
a more reasonable and effective approach
— one that followed the position I had
already outlined and that aligns with the

4
GETTING
THINGS DONE

Mayor
Tom Mrakas

Association of Municipalities of Ontario
(AMO,.

While the meeting itself brought nothing
new to the conversation, I'm pleased that
my formal statement submitted to the
agenda (and received for information at
the meeting) helped inform Council’s
decision to revise the original motion and

take a more constructive path forward —
focusing on concerns rather than opposing
the legislation (Bill 5 & 17) in its entirety.

As Mayor and Head of Council, I
will continue to stand up for Aurora’s
interests—just as I've consistently done
throughout this term. That means cutting
through the noise, staying focused on
results, and working directly with the
Premier and Ministers to ensure our voice
is not only heard but taken seriously at the
Province.

That’s what leadership demands—and
that’s exactly what I'll keep doing;
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Time Travellers
Diary

By Claire Smith,
Museum Professional

“The Radial
Railway”

“Would you like a photograph
taken of you and your wife, sir?” an
older man carrying a camera asked
Sloane.

“No thank you, sir. We are fine,”
Sloane replied.

The old man nodded and soon
began asking the family standing
next to us if they wanted a group
photograph to commemorate the
day.

It was September 28, 1906, and
Sloane and [ were attending the grand
opening celebration of Aurora’s
railway The
excitement for today’s celebration
had been building for over a year

new radial station.

now after local resident Hermas
Proctor sold his property on Yonge
Street located on the north side of
the United Church at Tyler Street, to
the Toronto & York Radial Railway
Company. The new Aurora station
would become a stop on the already
established Yonge Street Line which
now ran straight down the centre of
Yonge Street in downtown Aurora.

“I wish you weren’t so fussy about
having our pictures taken, Sloane.
It would be nice to have a memento
from our assignment,” I said as I
admired the exterior design of the
new station.

The station was a single-storey
building, which contained a waiting
room as well as a freight room for
passengers to store their belongings
and other larger items.

“You could have it framed and put
it on your desk in that sad impersonal
space you call an office back at the
agency,” I said trying to sound casual.

Sloane turned away from his
loghook and gave me a long stare
before speaking.

“Unlike Ellis and Charlotte, Ruth,
I believe it is best not to leave any
record of our trips to the past, just
in case we are discovered as time
travellers,” he said.

“For a scientist, I think it 1s safe to
say that you have watched too many
bad time travel movies, Sloane,” I
said with a laugh.

“There 1s always a chance that
something could happen, Ruth.
Therefore, my caution and attention
to detail makes me a better time
traveller,” Sloane argued.

As the opening celebration began,
I turned and whispered into Sloane’s
ear, “Remind me again why it’s called
a radial railway.”

“Really, Ruth?” he
back. “It was written down in our

whispered

assignment brief the agency sent us
months ago.”

“Well, unlike yourself, Sloane, I
don’t have an eidetic memory and
have a tendency to forget what is
included in our assignment briefs,”
I whispered back. From the corner
of my eye, I saw an older woman
give me a harsh look; clearly not
impressed by whispering during the
opening remarks.

Sloane rolled his eyes at me and
then whispered back, “It’s called a
radial railway because it originates
from a central location, this one
being downtown Toronto, and
radiates outwards to other locations
on the line, such as Richmond Hill,
Newmarket, and now Aurora.”

“Oh, that makes sense. Thanks,
Sloane,” I quietly replied.

“Don’t thank me, Ruth. Thank
my eidetic memory,” Sloane smirked
and continued taking notes.
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Aurora’s Naomi Lee MAR KET DYS O NT NUE

is York Region’s top S
scholar for 2024-2025

BY BROCK WEIR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Aurora student Naomi Lee is not only celebrating her successful
completion of high school, but doing so in spectacular fashion.

Lee, who recently completed Grade 12 at Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School, was named last week as the York Region
District School Board’s Top Scholar for the 2024-2025 school year.

The student graduated Williams with a remarkable average of
100 per cent.

Other students who posted similarly impressive marks were Ivan
Sivakov of Woodbridge College, who scored 99.83; and Darren
Tai and Y1 Xing, both of Richmond Hill’s Bayview Secondary
School who each graduated with an average 99.70.

“Congratulations to this year’s top scholars on their
achievements,” said Ron Lynn, Chair of the York Region District
School Board in a statement. “Their accomplishments reflect
the role of staff; families and community members in supporting
student success.”

Added Director of Education Bill Cober: “These students
are representative of the hard work of the thousands
of York Region public students who strive for success every
year. Thank you to the educators, administrators and all staff
for their role in delivering high-quality programming every day
in YRDSB classrooms.”

Speaking to The Auroran on Monday; Lee said seeing the final

mark was a “total shock.” o T T _'“l ;#‘-1' =
“It wasn’t really something I was aiming for at all during my | | RrLe . : o
time at high school, so it was really quite a surprise to me when I i'.g- g m :
found out,” said Lee. “I really liked math and science because I like - FIRST AD
understanding the world around me, so I thought that was fun. I  LOSTEFOUND iy
also liked music since it has been a part of my life since I was very CARRY-OUT Lo i
young,” L1, BB gaurorsFariad o wold{ T
Lee plays the piano at home, and also tackled the oboe in band It T
class. Playing the piano “created so many good habits,” said the . :
student, including building focus, fostering discipline, and it also - . - ﬁ
served as a creative outlet outside the classroom. =4 . Jor s A

“I can go and play piano and just not think about anything else
and I can just focus on that,” says Lee.

This fall, Lee is headed to university to study computer
engineering, and as much as it is a time to look to the future, there’s
also a bit of nostalgia in the air being a part of the final graduating
class to come out of Williams’ present location on Dunning Avenue
before the school community moves to its new building at Bayview
Avenue and Spring Farm this fall.

“I feel very proud to have been part of the last graduating
class at this building,” says Lee. “The building holds a lot of fond
memories for me. I'll be sad that Williams is no longer going to
be there, but I'm really happy to have had the opportunity to go.
Williams was overall such a wonderful experience. I was lucky
to meet a lot of great teachers who made my experience very

educational and very fun. I met a lot of friends who also I had fun
with, and I really appreciate the support of my parents throughout The Aurora Farmers’ Market continues to be a top Saturday destination in the community and this Saturday, from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m., they will host their annual Customer Appreciation Day. This past weekend, however, there was music
in the air featuring Eric on the guitar, and a visit from Aurora Sports Hall of Fame honoured member Charles Leeming,
accompanied by wife Judith. Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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my years at high school. It was just such a great experience.”
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Southlake marks first anniversary of new
approach to senior care

BY BROCK WEIR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

As our population ages, more and
more seniors are opting to age in place,
and stay in the home they love as long
as they can. Here, Southlake Health’s
Acute Care of the Elderly Unit (ACE)
is marking its first anniversary of
helping seniors do just that.

Southlake’s ACE is celebrating a full
year of community success, serving
more than 750 senior patients and
clients, and improving their level of
function by the time they’re set to head
home.

Groundwork for the ACE was first
laid in 2022 when the Newmarket-
based hospital launched its Senior Care
Strategy. Until then, Southlake didn’t
have a specific blueprint to care for
the senior population, but the Strategy
proved to be a game-changer both for
the hospital and the communities it
serves.

“We know that the population is
aging, but more specifically we know
that if we look at those individuals
living with frailty, we’re expecting those
numbers to increase by 52 per cent and
105 per cent respectively,” says Jennie
Popplow, Southlake’s Director of
Senior Care. “We know there is going
to be more of these patients coming
through the doors and we know that
they require, especially when they have
frailty added on top, an additional level
of care. We wanted to look at what was
a model we could use to really target
this type of population.”

ACE units are not new as a concept,
with the ACE at Toronto’s Mount
Sinai Hospital providing something
of a template. It was new, however,
for northern York Region and South
Simcoe.

1.95%

PURCHASE FINANCING

FOR 36 MONTHS"

2025 CX-5 Ggx AWD

Before the launch, the study looked at
the local 65+ demographic, modelled
the types of patients that might need
such an ACE, potential length of
stay, and “discharge destinations,” a
particularly important statistic given
the growing desire for people to stay in
the homes they love as long as they can.

“Ultumately, that’s what led us to our
admission criteria, which is actually
patients being admitted need to be over
the age of 75,” says Popplow of the 23-
bed unit. “They need to have two or
more of what we call ‘geriatric giants’
and must have the potential to return
to the community. That’s where our
specialists come in to really help return
people to where they want to age.”

While they predicted the average
age of those admitted to the ACE to be
those in the neighbourhood of 75, the
reality proved quite different.

In their first year, they found ACE
patients have an average age of 85 —
with the vast majority of them coming
out of the ACE “maintaining or
improving their level of function.”

“Their day-to-day ability to get up
and moving and doing those day-to-
day tasks,” says Popplow. “Typically in
the hospital you wouldn’t see that level
of function. We often see, especially
in these older adults, patients coming
in, they spend time in bed, they start
to deteriorate, and as a result they
either can’t go home right away, they
have to go to another place to continue
their rehab, or ultimately, they can’t
go home at all. So, 95 per cent of our
patients over the past year have either
maintained or improved their function,
which was what we were hoping, what
we were expecting, and we also see
that 87 per cent of our patients return
directly to their admitting location in

the community — that could be home,
a retirement home — the only exclusion
we have is long-term care.

“It means our patients are getting
the care they need, getting well, staying
well on the unit, and getting home as
soon as possible with the supports they
need. I think we were surprised about
the age, but we haven’t been terribly
surprised that our patients are doing
well and going back to the places we
were expecting them to go.”

As the ACE enters its second year of
serving the community, they’re doing so
content that their “criteria i1s working,
we’re getting the right patients, and the
skill mix of staff that we have on the
unit is working.”

“What sets us apart from a regular
unit is the number of allied health
that we have; we have occupational
therapists, physiotherapists, rehab
assistants, rec  therapists, social
workers, speech language therapists,
dieticians, and they are all what really
wrap around our patients to get them
home, as well as the nursing staff’ has
additional geriatric training,” says
Popplow.

“What we want to take into Year
Two 1is that everyone we bring on
board gets that same level of dedicated
training. Like paediatrics is not just
little adults, geriatric care is not just
older adults, although we often refer
to them that way. They come with
their own complexities and they need
to be seen as a specialty. From the
perspective of what the ACE will look
like going forward, it will look very
much the same. The model is set, but
really it will be around reenforcing and
ensuring that we continue to go back
to those geriatric learnings that we’re
able to continue to apply, and that that
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Council has “serious concerns”
about Provincial legislation, but stops
short of opposition

From page 1
now enshrined into law following Royal
Assent.

During the discussions, however, the
wording was softened from “oppose” to an
expression of “serious concern,” pending
further information from the Province.

“These bills are not trivial, and while
some may wish to take a wait-and-see
approach and not join the growing number
of municipalities and environmental groups
that are questioning the content of these
bills, I am not one of them,” said Councillor
Weese at the start of the meeting. “I believe
that open and accurate discussion of these
bills in public by this Council will provide
information that reflects our interests and is
part of the role of this Council.

“Let me say that there are parts of this
legislation, as well as the intent, that are
supportable as we navigate the economic
realities that face us and wish to maintain
our authority over our community and
our country. Likewise, I don’t think these
motions before [us] are perfect. They may
not be exactly reflective, and I welcome
both discussion and amendments from my
colleagues that express our values here in
Aurora.”

Councillor Weese said the motions came
following a June 10 Committee of the

Whole meeting at which Kathy Duncan of
Climate Change Newmarket Aurora asked
Council to formally oppose the legislation,
followed by similar delegations to Aurora’s
Environmental Advisory Committee. He
noted he hoped to have the motions on the
table at Council’s July 24 meeting, the last
one before the summer recess, but “was
rejected for discussion at that time because
it had been submitted and needed a two-
thirds majority for inclusion.”

“I didn’t get that support when three
Council members voted against it, and so
we are here tonight,” said Weese.

A similar perspective was added
by Councilor Gallo who said he was
“disappointed we had to go through
significant hoops in order to get here.”

“Even if you don’t agree with these
motions, it’s important to have those
discussions publicly,” he continued. “I am
glad to see that our Procedural Bylaw allows
the majority of Council to do this as we are
doing tonight.”

The intent to hold a Special Council
meeting was announced earlier this month,
an announcement which was followed by a
statement from Mayor Mrakas that it was
not the right time to move forward with
firm opposition as many variables had not
yet been fleshed out by the Province.

Brian Roberts
CPA, CGA, LPA

ROBERTS &tCOMPANY

Chartered Professional Accountant

Call us at 205.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

AURORA
CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

GRANTS

2 RISE UP GRANTS- $2500/EACH
2 SCALE UP GRANTS - $2500/EACH

1 MEDIA GRANT- $5000

KEY DATES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Applications Intake: Jun 1- Aug 29, 2025
Application Review: Sep 1 - Sep 30, 2025
Notification to recipients: Oct 3, 2025
Presentation: Business Excellence
Celebration, Oct 23, 2025

www.aurorac

ambper.on.ca/grants

He did not respond to The Auroran’s
request for comment on why he did not
attend the July 15 meeting, but posted
a statement to social media on July 20
addressing the issue.

“Last week, four members of Council
called a Special Meeting,” he wrote. “My
office was not consulted on the date and
time of the meeting, and I was formally
notified by the Clerk only after the date and
time had been set by the four members.
Unfortunately, this meant I was unable
to attend. Even though I was unable to
attend the meeting, 'm glad to see that the
Councillors ultimately amended the motion
to reflect a more reasonable and effective
approach — one that followed the position
I had already outlined and that aligns
with the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario (AMO).

“While the meeting itself brought
nothing new to the conversation, I'm
pleased that my formal statement submitted
to the agenda (and received for information
at the meeting) helped inform Council’s
decision to revise the original motion and
take a more constructive path forward —
focusing on concerns rather than opposing
the legislation (Bill 5 & 17) in its entirety.

‘As Mayor and Head of Council, I will
continue to stand up for Aurora’s interests—
just as I've consistently done throughout
this term. That means cutting through
the noise, staying focused on results, and
working directly with the Premier and
Ministers to ensure our voice is not only
heard but taken seriously at the Province.

Councillor Kim told The Auroran he
was unable to attend the meeting due to a
family commitment.

“Unfortunately, no one advised me
of this Special Council meeting until a
week or two prior to the meeting,” said
Councillor Kim. “T am in agreement with
the amended motion that was passed
by Council. Streamlining housing and
infrastructure development is needed but
it needs to be balanced with environmental
concerns.”

Similarly, Councillor Thompson said he
informed staff and all Council members
“well in advance” that he had an all-day
work commitment that conflicted with the
meeting’s d p.m. start time.

“Had the meetingbeen held atourregular
7 p.m. start time, I would have been able to
attend and participate,” he said. “As for Bill
5 and 17 I share the opinion that aspects
of these Bills raise practical concerns that
merit further discussion and collaboration
between the Province, municipalities
and key stakeholders. While the goals of
stimulating economic development and
addressing housing supply are important
the implementation of these Bills
introduces significant implications for local
governance, environmental stewardship
and community planning;

“Constructive dialogue is essential, and
I support efforts to bring all parties to the
table to explore adjustments/changes,
identify unintended consequences, and
create solutions that are workable, fair
and sustainable for all communities across
Ontario.”

THE CONVERSATION

Following the presentation of the
Motions, Councillor Gilliland, who chaired
last week’s meeting, addressed the issue by
saying she wanted to “speak from a place of
thoughtfulness and concern.”

“The idea of accelerating economic
development and tape
resonates with many of us in the public

reducing red

office, especially at the local level, where
delays and duplication can sometimes slow
good projects,” she said, before putting
forward an amendment to change the
wording to “serious concerns.”

“The mtroduction of Special Economic
Zones could, under the right circumstances,
help unlock investment jobs and even local
mnovation. But good intentions aren’t
enough. What concerns me 1s how the Bill
was passed and what was left behind in the
rush. In just 49 days, this Bill moved from
the first reading to a Royal Assent, with
litle time for public consultation, limited
debate, and no meaningful municipal
engagement,” she continued. “Even more
troubling are the gaps in accountability
and protection. One, it allows the province
to override local planning authority,
potentially without local consent. Two, it
weakens long-standing environmental laws,
including the Endangered Species Act.
Three, it offers broad immunity from legal
challenge, effectively cutting off residents
and communities from seeking recourse if
harm occurs.”

She said she did not agree that the Bills
should be opposed by Council in their
entirety as that would be “premature and
somewhat dismissive of the potential
benefits that do come along with this Bill,”
but it was Council’s “duty to raise the red
flags where necessary and to suggest a better
and more balanced way to go forward.”

The wording change, she said,
“recognizes the value of economic progress,
but insists on transparency, consultation
and accountability.”

Councillor Gallo, who participated in
the meeting over Zoom, noted the wording
suggested by Councillor Gilliland was
somewhat “lighter” than what was put
forward by Councillor Weese, and this was
a factor which made Councillor Gaertner
oppose the wording change, although
she ultimately voted for the motions as
amended.

She noted “I don’t think that this goes far
enough to express the deep concern that I
have.”

“Bill 5 just guts the endangered species
protection and creates economic zones
where pretty much anything goes,” she said,
going as far as to describe the economic
zones as “above the law.”

“It’s called eliminating red tape, and
whatever else one wants to say, but if’ you
really look at it, the intent is very, very clear,”
she continued. “It was clear in the Speech
from the Throne. It was clear during the
discussion of the Bills, the wording in the
now-laws. ..they don’t leave much doubt
that everything is not as important as the
economic advancement. I agree...we
need...to make our province healthy and
to help Canada as a whole, but at what cost
are we looking at?

“The proposed legislation replaces the
province’s 18-year-old Endangered Species
Act with a narrower Species Conservation
Act. The new law gives cabinet, not a
committee of scientists, as was previously
the case, the power to decide which animals
and plants should be protected and abolishes
obligations for the government to create
recovery strategies and report on them,
which is always important for transparency:

“It further says that any other decisions
about species at risk can also be delegated to
the deputy minister or any other employee
in the ministry. It’s ludicrous. The concern
that comes about the lack of accountability
and transparency in the execution of this
new act 1s very concerning, and I believe
should be very concerning to anybody who

lives in this province or even this country.”



Residents supported Council
motion to oppose Provincial

legislation

BY BROCK WEIR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

As Council voted to formally oppose
pieces of Provincial legislation they
believe will have a negative impact on
the environment, development, and
how communities plan for themselves,
they did so with the backing of two
residents who delegated to last week’s
Special Council meeting to express
their support.

Stepping up to also voice their
opposition to Ontario Bills 5 and 17
were Kathy Duncan of Climate Action
Newmarket-Aurora and  historian
David Heard, who has been a long-time
advocate for the environment.

While the two were in agreement
over the potential negative impacts of
the legislation, which is now law, they
were also united in “disappointment”
that only four members of Council —
Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese, Ward
2 Councillor Rachel Gilliland, Ward
3 Councillor Wendy Gaertner and,
virtually, Ward 5 Councillor John Gallo
— participated in the meeting.

“I would like to remind the folks
that are here that on their website,
the Town of Aurora bills itself as an
environmentally savvy town, which
is dedicated to the management and
protection of our local environment.
Key concerns that Climate Action
Newmarket-Aurora has around the
Protect Ontario by Unleashing Our
Economy Act, Bill 5, are predominantly,
as we are a climate group, the reduced
environmental protections and
oversight,” said Duncan.

‘Aurora 1s home to a number of flora
and fauna, which are considered to be
species at risk. Included within this, but
not the only ones, are the butternut
tree, which has been designated as
an endangered species, the eastern
whippoorwill, which is a bird and has
been designated a threatened species,
the monarch butterfly, which has
been designated a species of special
concern, and the northern map turtle,
which has also been designated as
a threatened species. As well, the
Jefferson Salamander is noted as a
threatened species. The amendments
that have been passed into the Acts
have the ability to limit this Town and
every municipality in the province
of Ontario’s authority, to
developers to conduct comprehensive
environmental impact studies.

“They also limit the reports that
can be requested for other design and
development components of a project.
Moreover, if a special economic zone 1s
approved by the Minister of Cabinet,
it can override all other legislation,
approved official plans, green standards,
community energy plans, and land
protections.”

While Mayor Mrakas was not in
attendance at the July 15 meeting,
Duncan referenced a public statement
he made earlier in the month, when
notice for the meeting was given, in
which he said he believed it wasn’t the
time to oppose the legislation outright
until it’s fleshed out by the Province and
its full impacts can be determined.

“Mayor Mrakas, in his public
statement, notes that the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario includes 444
municipalities, and he indicates that
the AMO recommends a wait-and-
see approach,” she said. “What’s not
mentioned is that a number of those
member municipalities of AMO have

require

The fact remains that the
concerming wording Is incluced
in these new laws. No matter
what reguiations are brought
in, the words and the ensuing
powers within these acts won't
change with requiation.

issued formal letters and or motions of
Council to the province in opposition to
these bills, despite the recommendation
of AMO. Insome cases, even subsequent
to the passing of those Bills into law, the
municipalities have called for one or
both of those pieces of legislation to be
rescinded.

“The factremains that the concerning
wording is included in these new laws.
No matter what regulations are brought
in, the words and the ensuing powers
within these acts won’t change with
regulation.”

Both Duncan and Heard underscored
the impacts the legislation will have
on Indigenous Peoples and how their
voices were “completely ignored” when
the legislation in question was drafted.

“I listened to the Councillor in the
chair read the land acknowledgement,
didn’t hit home like it used to,” said
Heard of the start of the meeting,
which was led on a Council vote by
Councillor Gilliland. “I've done land
acknowledgements  myself
very proudly at many Town events as
a vendor for the Town. I don’t [think] I
can say one after this Bill anymore the
way I did before. And I'd actually ask
the Town to reconsider rewriting that
land acknowledgement after rereading
this Bill again and see if it fits. Also,
as a long-time Aurora resident of six
decades, I've watched our heritage fall
apart. Say it straight out. I've sat on the
Heritage Committee twice. I fought for
over a decade to preserve the Aurora
Pet Cemetery — a long battle. This is a
tougher battle. We have had so much
put against us sitting on the Heritage
Committee, being asked to reassess 287
homes and watching appeals, MZOs
and everything. It’s just I'm watching
our history disappear. And as a person
who has deep roots to the early 1800s,
I'm highly offended. I'm more offended
for our First Nations with this Bill.

“History 1s storytelling. Who were
the best at it? How was it passed down?
It’s through our First Nations people.
And we have deep roots here. You
know, stories in history are preserved
as reminders. Now we can wipe out
like, what, environment history and
archaeological?

“I heard water mentioned. There’s
nothing more important than water....
We have watched communities in
Ontario have generally evidence-based,
one manufacturer completely taint and
destroy a water source. An example 1s
Elmira, ON. This is serious stuff’ we’re
playing with, and I’'m going to say that
the only thing we have now, I believe, 1s
we need to push this up the hill to the
Federal government and ask them for
their help. Maybe we need a two-tiered
heritage system, national designations,
and also a secondary heritage property
or land of importance, because the
province ain’t helping us.”

recently
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Theatre Aurora’s 2025-2026 season finale
six years in the making

THEATRE AURORA

2025-2026 SEASON

JANUARY 3& FEBRUARY 7, 2026

$25 Adul 323 Senics 310 Youth

Theatre Aurora | 150 Hisdiss Diive, Avrgra, OH

MARCH 20 - 28, 2026

$23 Advl 527 Senkor § 13 Yowh

MAY 'I - 9, 2026

$25 Adul $23 Senler $15 Youth

Theatre Aurora | 150 Hesdsisen Dits, Aergrs, O Theatre Aurara | 120 Hesdirsa Dove, Avrars, OH

ﬁr.::‘.:, 903-727-3669
Pt www.TheatreAurora.com

T domgrn 14 e o el s i

BY BROCK WEIR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

What’s the result when you combine
two elderly sisters, a carafe of poisoned
wine, and a long string of gentlemen who
meet their maker after just a few sips?

Surprisingly, it’s a lot of laughter in the
classic 1941 play Arsenic & Old Lace.

Originally ~ written by  Joseph
Kesselring and later adapted for the 1944
film classic of the same name starring
Cary Grant, the dark comedy has a
long history of making audiences laugh
—and 1t has a long history of coming to
Theatre Aurora.

Arsenic & Old Lace, which is set to
open May 1, 2026, running on select
dates and times through May 9, is
the final offering of Theatre Aurora’s
upcoming season, but it was originally
slated to hit the stage on Henderson
Drive nearly six years ago.

Five weeks into rehearsal on that
particular production, COVID hit and
much of our world was shut down. At
first, the cast and crew thought the
theatre would only be dark for a few

FO5-T2T-16469

THEATRE'
AURDRA
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weeks, but, as we all know, those weeks
turned into months, and then years.

The lights may have cooled, but
passion for the play did not, and the
Theatre Aurora team 1is thrilled to be
able to finally bring it to fruition.

Arsenic & Old Lace is not the only
bona fide classic set to come to life at
Theatre Aurora in 2026; their first
production of the New Year is one
that has been beloved by theatre-goers
spanning three centuries: Oscar Wilde’s
The Importance of Being Earnest.

First performed in 1893, its sparkling
wit, dialogue, and social commentary has
rendered it timeless, according to Theatre
Aurora president Neill Kernohan.

“You know the sharp, witty dialogue
and biting critique of classic convention
still works today, but we really wanted to
include a good old classic in the season,”
he says. “It’s still really relevant and it’s
very funny, and we think it’s really cool
that it will allow the actors to flex their
comedic timing.”

The Importance of Being Earnest will
open on January 30, 2026, and run on
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select dates and times through February
7.

This British classic will be followed
between March 20 and March 28 by an
emerging Canadian classic, Where You
Are, written by Kristen Da Silva.

“It’s very funny, but it’s also very
touching and heartwarming,” says
Theatre Aurora Artistic Director Judy
Cragg. “It’s got those pull-at-the-
heartstrings moments — two sisters in
their late 50s and early 60s who live and
grew up on Manitoulin Island. One of
them stayed there, married there, and is
now a widow. The other one was the wild
child sister who had a child out wedlock
at a somewhat early age, took off, lived
her crazy life, and now she has come
back, living with her sister; and they’re
just having this life. Then the wild child’s
daughter shows up unexpectedly.

“It’s a beautiful, heartwarming story.
The setting is beautiful and the story is
beautiful.”

Even Arsenic and Old Lace, the
final offering of the season, offers its
heartwarming moments.

“It was the show that was closing out
our 2019-2020 season,” Cragg explains.
‘As everybody did, we kind of naively
thought, well, this will be over in a month,
so we put it on hold and thought instead
of having it at the beginning of May, we
could have it at the end of May —and that
didn’t happen. Then we thought, okay,
we’ll hold off until September. After a
while, we realized that wasn’t going to

THE HOTEL THAT
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Images courtesy of Theatre Aurora

happen, so we had to make the really
difficult decision to cancel it completely.

“As you can imagine, the cast and
team were pretty devastated. It was very
difficult and just disappointing, but it’s
always been in the back of our minds,
and from time to time, some people from
the cast or patrons would say, ‘Are you
bringing it back? We really want to see
it.” Finally, this year, I thought, ‘Okay,
let’s bring it back.” It’s a great show, it’s
a dark comedy with two crazy little old
lady sisters who are basically poisoning
these men who they think are only going
to have a sad life and they’re doing them
a favour. It’s old-fashioned mayhem, but
very, very funny. It will be six years in the
making, but we’ll get there!”

As Theatre Aurora looks forward
to its upcoming season, which, as The
Auroran reported last week, will begin
on September 19, 2025, with Rodgers
& Hammerstein’s A Grand Night for
Singing, they’re doing so knowing
they’'ve pieced together a season with
back-to-back shows that are fun in their
own ways.

“Whether it’s a dark comedy, whether
it’s the completely wacko Panto, they’re
all fun in a different way,” says Cragg.
“You're also getting an interesting cross-
section of different types of theatre.”

Tuckets for the upcoming season are on sale
now and can be secured through theatreaurora.
com or by calling the box office at 905-727-
3669.
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Aurora resident and University of West Virginia Mountaineer
Sam White signs free agent deal with the Toronto Blue Jays

BY JIM STEWART

Aurora’s Sam White capped off a
terrific collegiate baseball career last
week by signing a free agent deal with
the Toronto Blue Jays.

The Aurora High School graduate
starred at the University of West
Virginia over the last three years and
rolled up impressive numbers for the
Mountaineers. White hit .310 with
168 hits, 33 doubles, 19 home runs
and 111 RBI'in 161 NCAA Division 1
games—roughly the equivalent of an
MLB season.

Despite those gaudy offensive
numbers, White was not selected in this
summer’s truncated MLB draft. The
former Aurora-King Jay was batting
over .400 when he tore his labrum after
hitting a home run this Spring. Despite
the injury, White led the Mountaineers
with a sparkling .361 batting average
in 2025 and the Jays took a chance on
him when other Major League clubs
were not as inclined to draft an injured
collegiate player.

White described his feelings about
signing with Toronto’s major league
club:  “It was awesome, especially
because it was with the Jays. It meant
so much more to me to play for the
organization I've cheered for my entire

Photo courtesy of Sam White

life. When the draft didn’t work out, it
was big relief to have an offer from the
Jays.”

The Jays were clearly impressed with
White’s body of work in West Virginia.
He complemented his power bat by
playing left field, right field, second
base, first base, third base, and catcher
over his three years with the emerging
NCAA Division 1 powerhouse.

While White enjoyed defending
all the diamond for the
Mountaineers, he acknowledged in
our phone interview from Dunedin
that he did have a favorite defensive
position.

“I liked playing second base, for
sure. I like being up the middle. The
ball is in your hands more and you can
play a bigger part of the game.”

Coincidentally, that is what the
Jays’ coaching staff in Florida have
suggested will be his primary position
in the organization.

“The Jays see me as a second
baseman or third baseman. I'll be
ready to play there for Spring Training
once my shoulder is rehabbed and I go
through all the graduated steps to get
back to throwing, fielding, and swinging
the bat again over the Winter.”

White is currently rehabbing in
Dunedin after he had “major shoulder

over

surgery about three weeks ago.”

“It was performed by our West
Virginia team doctor on June 26. I'll
be ready to go for next Spring. The
only thing I am allowed to do right
now 1s biking.”

Despite the frustration of not being
able to throw or swing for the next
twelve weeks and being restricted with
a brace for at least the next six weeks,
White’s journey back to health has
been shared with fellow Mountaineer
and Jays pitcher Alek Manoah who
is scheduled to return to Toronto’s
pitching staff in August.

“I met Alek at Russell Martin’s
retirement party and we’ve been
training together in the facility over
the last few weeks. He saw me play
in the Clemson Regional and really
liked how I played in the regional
playoft games. I was happy he knew
my name.”

In addition to creating a baseball
bond with a fellow Mountaineer
in Dunedin, White reflected on his
favorite moments as a University of
West Virginia ballplayer.

“Most  recently, winning the
Clemson Regional in the Spring. We
beat Clemson and then Kentucky
twice—we won all three games with
comebacks. In my freshman year, we
set a Mountaineers record for wins in a
season with 41. We broke that record
this year with 44 wins. It was exciting
to be on teams that were making
school history. My sophomore year, we
hit the most home runs of any UWV
team. We had so many achievements
as a team over the last three years.”

After a successful career with the

ATAA
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Mountaineers, the former Team
Ontario Astro shortstop described the
thrill of signing with the Blue Jays as a
player born and raised in Canada.

“That means the world to me. The
Jays were my favorite team growing up
anditfeelsso good to enter the Complex
in Dunedin and seeing the giant Blue
Jays logo with the Maple Leaf in it.
It’s a great feeling as a Canadian to be
in the Jays organization.”

As a Canadian playing in West
Virginia since 2022, White felt one of
the reasons for his success at the NCAA
Division 1 level was the consistency of
his college coaching staff.

“We had coaching consistency in my
three years. It definitely contributed to
our team success and it was huge for
me to have a comfortable setting in my
freshman year. Steve Sabins was our
Assistant Coach when he recruited me
and then he became our Head Coach
in my third year.
supported.”

Coach Sabins and veteran players
like White led the Mountaineers to both
a Big 12 regular season championship
and an NCAA tournament regional
title in 2025. White’s father, Todd,
praised the University of West Virginia
coaching staff for showing him that
his son was ready to be a professional
ballplayer.

“It was just the way the coaches
talked to him and about him. They
said Sam was the team leader. Under
their direction, Sam got better every
year. Getting to DIl was quite an
achievement in itself, but the coaches
saw Sam as a pro player—and they

It was great to be

Continued on page 19
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Thirty-four School Athletes-of-the-Year honored

at Sport Aurora’s ceremony at Town Park

BY JIM STEWART

A little pre-event drizzle didn’t
dampen the spirits of participants at
Sport Aurora’s 9th Annual School
Athletes of the Year celebration on
Thursday evening at leafy Town Park.

The rain held off for the ceremony
and the breezy, 17-degree conditions
were a welcome respite from six
consecutive days of stifling humidity,
torrid temperatures, and bad air days
caused by wildfires in three provinces.

Amid the comparably fresher
climatic conditions, Sport Aurora
honored 34 student-athletes from 17
Aurora elementary and secondary
schools. The 29 winners who attended
the ceremony showcased the abundance
of local athletic prowess in the Town of
Aurora. All honorees were selected as
the 2025 School Athletes of the Year by
their respective schools.

Sport Aurora President Ron Weese
spoke glowingly about the honored
athletes in attendance.

“The best part of hosting an event
like 1s when I ask them how much they
enjoy the sports they play. You can
see how enthusiastic they are about
athletics and how proud the athletes
are of their accomplishments,” he
said. “The rounds of applause they
get from the audience are tremendous
public recognition for our dedicated
and talented local school athletes. It’s
also great to see the parents at these
events and how appreciative they are
to see their kids recognized by Sport
Aurora. The celebration of sport is
one of our most important roles as an
organization.”

In its 20th anniversary of service
to local community athletes, teams,
and  organizations, representatives
from Sport Aurora—including Weese,
Emcee and ASHoF Inductee Alan

Dean, Executive Director/Secretary
Laurie Mueller, Vice President and
former Aurora mayor Geoff Dawe,
Treasurer John Reich, and Community
Volunteer Recognition Event Emcee
Stephen Forsey — distributed certificates
of recognition to the top athletes as
they crossed the stage of the Town Park
band shell.

Local dignitaries augmenting the
Sport Aurora executive on stage
were MPP and Minister of Children,
Community, and Social Services
Michael Parsa (Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill) and Nadia Hansen
who represented MPP Dawn Gallagher
Murphy (Newmarket-Aurora) in her
absence.

The 2025 Aurora elementary school
Student Athletes of the Year were:

St. Joseph Catholic
Elementary School
Sophia Venuto and Theo Marion
St. Jerome Catholic
Elementary School
Cohen Smith and Mia Dimmell;
Our Lady of Grace Catholic
Elementary School
Cameron MacGillivray
and Lawson Gamble;
Holy Spirit Catholic
Elementary School
Katelyn Rantz
and Nicholas Di Lucia;
Light of Christ
Elementary School
Katerina Mihaiescu;
Aurora Heights Public School
Kunyanut Jenchiewchan
and Penn Duncan;
Northern Lights Public School
Jayden Fu;
Wellington Public School
Ethan Peng and Jacob Wahda;

Lester B. Pearson Public School
Beckett Hawthorne;
Hartman Public School
Ivan Yen and Mya Stickle;
Rick Hansen Public School
Kennedy Hunter and Liam Gao;
Devins Drive Public School
Tyson Navarro and Seth Morris
and Kiana Ansari;
Regency Acres Public School
Rosha Nejad-Javadi

The 2025 Aurora secondary school
Student Athletes of the Year were:

FROM THE MID

$600’s

Register Now -

enjoy the accessible and amenity rich location
surrounded by nature’s harmony with lakes,
forests, conservation areas, parks, hiking trails
and more. Something special awaits you in

affordable Hasting’s Estates.

ALL BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY
DETACHED ON 44’ TO 50’ LOTS

YOUR LIFE
RENEWED

Last chance to live in this popular community,

perfectly located by the Trent River. You will

myhastingsestates.ca
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B

Q
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Participating in Thursday’s presentation to student athletes were Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill MPP Michael Parsa and Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese in his capacity as
President of Sport Aurora.

Photo courtesy of Sport Aurora

Cardinal Carter
Catholic High School
Noah Wetzel and Abigail Lee;
Aurora High School
Maddie Law Heese, Ali Worden, and
Lucas Mochizuki;

St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic
High School
Elliott Pileggi and Kaitlyn Toner;
Dr. G.W Williams
Secondary School
Abigail Thompson, Karson Stickle,
Ashlyn Donald, and Judah James.

Batas{ja

O KA E
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Concerts in the Park turns
back the clock to the 80s

George St. Kitts helped turn back time on July 16 as his (clockwise
from bottom left) Ultimate 80s Show, featuring the music of Madonna,
Michael Jackson, Whitney Houston, and more, took over the Town
Park Band Shell as part of the Town of Aurora’s Concerts in the Park
summer series. In addition to the music, the evening featured live
painting, including this portrait of Mayor Tom Mrakas, while the show
was enjoyed by Shaheen and Rebekah, and families from across the
community. Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

UGHTING

GALLERIES

210 Clarence Street, Brampton, Ontario 905.453.6403 www.landolighting.ca
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VOLUNTEER WITH

= ﬂMﬂI‘(IJ;II'(*l Doane House
1en Hospice
- for York Region : OSPICE

Sign Up Today!

@ www.myhospice.ca/volunteer-with-us/

@ volunteers@myhospice.ca

Volunteer Training Provided

L ’sd’ k“;.“

Wednesday, November 5, 2025, 7 - 9pm
Stonehaven Banquet Hall, Aurora, ON

Exciting live auction, purse wall, raffles and draws —there is something for everyone!

Please consider donating:
« Gift cards valued at $25 or more for our raffle
« Gently loved handbags for our auction

For volunteer opportunities: please email us at events@myhospice.ca

Save the date and stay tuned for more information on tickets and sponsorships!

Marganret

Doane House
B« 1I|t " Huatuk OSPICF
653 Queen Street, Newmarket ON L3Y 2J1 | events@myhospice.ca | 905967-1500 ext. 134

Advertising generously donated by an anonymous donor. Charitable registration #826696804 RROOO
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See a Spotted Lanternfly? Snap it, catch it,
report it, says Region.

Contributed by the Region of York

Spotted Lanternfly (Lycorma
delicatula) 1s an invasive mnsect that feeds

ORTH YORK
HEATING, PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

We sell
all types of

Filters
Humidifiers
Air Cleaners

& Water Pumps

Tel: 905-727-6401

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca

Aurora, Ontario

on a wide range of plants, shrubs and
trees including Dogwood, Forsythia, Rose
bushes, Grapevine, Maple, Oak and
Walnut, and a variety of garden vegetable
plants.

It sucks sap from leaves and stems and
excretes a sugary, sticky substance called
honeydew which promotes the growth
of grimy, black sooty mould. This can
weaken the plant, shrub or tree making it
more susceptible to other pests and disease.

If Spotted Lanternfly takes hold in
Ontario and York Region, it could become
a public nuisance.

Spotted Lanternfly congregates in large
numbers which can be alarming and
bothersome.

The honeydew excreted by Spotted
Lanternfly can:

e  (Cover patios, decks, cars and
outdoor furniture, making them sticky and
difficult to clean;

e  Toster the growth of black sooty
mould which can be unsightly and produce
an unpleasant odour but poses no risk to
humans or pets;

e  Attract hornets and wasps which
pose a risk to people allergic to stings .

Spotted Lanternfly does not bite or
directly harm humans or pets but could
cause permanent and costly damage

MADE IN

GCANADA

SUPPORT LOCAL

to trees found m the York Regional
Forest, local parks and greenspaces,
along Regional and local roads and on
private property. Wineries in York Region
may also be impacted.

Signs of Spotted Lanternfly

e “Muddy grey” egg masses on lants,
tree branches and trunks, and outdoor
objects like patio furniture, vehicles,
firewood and rocks;

e Large number of nymphs or adults
at the base of trees or in the canopy; they
are easlest to spot at dawn and dusk when
moving up and down the tree;

e Accumulation of honeydew and/
or grimy, black sooty mould on plants, at
the base of trees and/or dark streaks of sap
flowing down the bark;

e Increase m wasp and hornet
activity due to exposed sap and honeydew.

Spotted Lanternfly has not yet been
sighted in York Region. Early detection
1s the most successful way to help prevent
its arrival and spread. Learn the signs
and stages of Spotted Lanternfly and
remember to:

e Spot it - Be on the lookout for
nymphs and adults in the spring and
summer and egg masses in the fall and
winter;

e Snap it — Take a picture or video
of the Spotted Lanternfly;

e Catch it — Scrape egg masses,
nymphs or insects into a sealable container;

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

From page 4

While this legislation is presented as a
wise and calculated step for Ontario, it is
once again only the rich and not necessarily
Canadians who will have the most to gain,
and once again at our expense. What does
that give the average person in Ontario and
the I'irst Nations as land stewards?

This new legislation can designate any
area in Ontario as “non producing” and
do with as it wants. However, this law fails
to recognize that even a mouse is more
important to the environment then all of
the governments in the world. That this
so-called non-productive land contributes
more biodiversity to the benefit of the
world in one square foot than any group
of politicians ever can. This Bill also places
species at risk in grave danger with no real
protection for them or their nesting sites.

While I am one that would not benefit
directly from this Bill, I am a citizen that
unfortunately will be severely affected by
the results of it. I would prefer that the
government spend whatever monies it
has allotted to destroying Ontario to be

NG,
Photo courtesy of the Region of York
e Report it — Report suspected

findings immediately to the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA).

Spotted Lanternfly is native to Asia
and believed to have arrived in the United
States in 2012 via egg masses laid on stone
imports; the first infestation was detected in
Pennsylvania in 2014 and has since spread
to New York and Michigan.

Spotted Lanternfly has been recognized
as a potential threat to the Canadian
grape, fruit tree and forestry industries.

The Spotted
Lanternfly along the United States
border and the transport of the insect
or egg masses pose a high risk of its
arrival and infestation to Canada.

While there have been Spotted
Lanternfly sightings in Ontario
including Mississauga and Windsor
and in Quebec, the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency has not confirmed
any established populations.

If travelling back from infested areas
of the United States, check your car,
camper, trailer, recreational wvehicle
and outdoor items like camping
equipment, and considering running
your vehicle through a high-pressure
car wash before returning to Canada.

Do not move branches or firewood
as you could accidentally spread
Spotted Lanternfly to new areas.

York Region staff 1s working closely
with the Canadian Federal Inspection
Agency — the government body in
charge of monitoring and surveying
areas where sightings of Spotted
Lanternfly have been reported.

proximity  of

invested into our health care and education
infrastructure and make all of our lives
better. It would create more long-term jobs
that we could all benefit from.

You were elected to work for all of
Ontarians, not just a select few for the short
term. And who would benefit from these
destructions of our natural environment,
we know of at least one southern neighbour
who would be right there to benefit at our
expense, additionally China would be a
major purchaser of our rare earth minerals,
which we could buy back at some greatly
elevated price.

This is not even mentioning the landfill
portion in the Bill. Nor the impact it will
have on water.

Special economic Zones whatever that
entails.

All of this for the present climate of
economic uncertainty, but again why should
we destroy what we have? Why should we
place ourselves in a position to decimate
our environment all for the almighty buck?

John Sanders
Aurora

Puzzle No.TAJULY2425 - Solution in Classifieds

-
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Pacific standard time
4. Extracts through heating and

melting
10. Express delight
11. More curvy

12. Expression of uncertainty
14. Indicates before

15. Daughter of Hera and Zeus
16. Southwestern CA city

18. Unified

22. Less attractive

23. Base of jellies

24. A large and noisy party
26. He was traded for Luka

27. Wolverine genus
28. “Happy Days” actress Moran

30. Root of taro plant
31. Student environmental

group (abbr.)

34. Silk garments

36. Unique power

37. Ray Liotta cop film
39. Leak slowly through
40. Notion

41. Atomic #55

42. Fixed in one place
48. About heat

50. Type of baseball pitch
51. Seedless raisin

52. Large wading birds
53. Similar

54. Time zone

55. Atomic #34

56. Program

58. Old world, new

59. Contrary belief

60. “To the __ degree”

CLUES DOWN

1. Plain-woven fabric

2. Classed

3. Suppositions

4. Midway between south
and west

5. Tropical American trees

6. Leveled

7. Published false statement

8. Adolescent

9. Junior’s father

12. Aurochs

13. Not low

17. Boxing’s GOAT

19. Short musical composition

20. Small immature herrings

21. Eavesdropper

25. Parcels of land

29. Anger

31. Irritations

32. Hindu holy man

33. Wicker basket for fish
35. Natural object

38. Transporting in a vehicle
41. A dog is one

43. Smaller portion

44. Sew

45. Belonging to a thing

46. Horsley and Greenwood are two
47. Scottish language

49. Producer

56. Exclamation of surprise
57. Russian river
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THZNGS... you ought to know

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series continues
tonight at Town Park from 6 - 9 p.m. Tonight’s
entertainment: Simply the Best: A Tribute to Tina Turner,
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. “Karen Durrant brings Tina Turner
to life in a powerhouse performance packed with hits, high
energy and heart. It's more than a tribute - it’s a rock and roll
revival” Available for purchase, enjoy a variety of delicious
food vendors and licensed beverages. Concert is free to
attend, however if you are able, to bring non-perishable
food donations to support the Aurora Food Pantry, it would
be appreciated. Remember to bring your lawn chair and
blanket!
FRIDAY, JULY 25
The Aurora branch of the Royal Canadian Legion will host
its annual Christmas in July lunch from 11.30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tickets in advance for $25 per person. Come dressed festive
and enjoy a traditional turkey dinner and some fun and
games.
SATURDAY, JULY 26

The Aurora Farmers’ Market hosts Customer Appreciation

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

CENTRAL VACUUM

Day at Town Park today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series continues
tonight at Town Park from 6 - 9 p.m. Tonights
entertainment: No Sugar Tonight: A Tribute to The Guess
Who, Burton Cummings, and BTO, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
“Celebrate the iconic sounds of Canadian rock legends
with a show full of classic hits and unforgettable melodies.
Pure Canuck rock nostalgia” Available for purchase, enjoy
a variety of delicious food vendors and licensed beverages.
Concert is free to attend, however if you are able, to bring
non-perishable food donations to support the Aurora Food
Pantry, it would be appreciated. Remember to bring your
lawn chair and blanket!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2
The Aurora Farmers’ Market continues today at Town Park
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6

Auroras Concerts in the Park Summer Series continues
tonight at Town Park from 6 - 9 p.m. Tonight’s entertainment:
Outlaw State of Mind: A Tribute to Chris Stapleton from 7

CONCRETE & INTERLOCK

MAPLE VAC

T 2414 Major Mackenzie Dr., Vaughan

p-m. to 9 p.m. “Grit, soul and powerful vocals - this tribute
delivers the raw intensity of Chris Stapleton in a show that’s
been selling out venues. A must-see for fans of country,
blues and rock” Available for purchase, enjoy a variety of
delicious food vendors and licensed beverages. Concert
is free to attend, however if you are able, to bring non-
perishable food donations to support the Aurora Food
Pantry, it would be appreciated. Remember to bring your
lawn chair and blanket!
ONGOING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les ADULTES /
18+ (des francophones aux débutants capables de converser)
- qui cherchent a mettre en pratique leurs compétences
Conversationnelle en frangais. Over Zoom with a nominal
fee of $2.50. RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagez-le-
francais. For more information, email partagez.york@
outlook.com.
Xk ot X

Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle Program
textile recycling and donation program. In the current
COVID climate, a greater number of people are wanting

to donate or get rid of unwanted items, increasing the
need for more outlets being available to receive the items.
This program will provide a convenient way for people
to donate or get rid of used/unwanted clothing, blankets,
linens and furniture and will help lessen the amount of
items ending up in landfills. Materials that were previously
perceived as waste will now be seen as a valuable resource
further encouraging redistribution. The items will be
recycled in the following ways: To be given to individuals
who are survivors of violence and are transitioning from
shelters into new homes; To be sold in our store; To be sold
to a textile recycler, which makes for an ongoing source of
funding for Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their
services to the thousands of people that require them
each year. When and Where: Monday and Wednesday,
every week, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., with 30-minute time slots
- only 1 drop off per time slot. If you do not have an
appointment, we cannot accept your donation. The Abuse
Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham St, Unit 4,
Newmarket - rear unloading dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to
select your drop off time slot.

EXTERIOR CLEANING & WINDOWS

RE

Exceptional window
& eaves cleaning

“. CENTRAL VACUUM PROBLEMS?
We will come te you and fix it fast.
Are you experiencing any of the following?

Loud or unusual noise
Burning or electrical smell

& Low or no suction
4 Won't power onfoff

-

= oo

® In-home service by trusted technicians §8 All makes & models
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A Proudly serving Vaughan = Aurcra = King = Caledon

CLEANERS

Concrete / Interlock
- Walkways - Curbs - Patios - Walls

Fiherglass Pools
- Supplied - Installed

Excavation / Demolition
FREE ESTIMATES

CREMATION

TOPMAX
Cleaning
m— Services
RELIABLE PROVIDERS

Our Services: OFFICE ® MEDICAL » DAYCARE
COMMERCIAL « JANITORIAL

647 333 3760

Call for a

ESTIMATE

We handle
the tough stuff!

@ Petra Concrete

DRIVEWAYS ¢ PORCHES ¢« BASEMENTS ¢ GARAGES
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DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.

“We raise sunken concrete”

DO NOT REPLACE

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction 0f The Cost
Of Replacement

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

www.liftec.ca ~ 1-866-280-7770
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FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS
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 Inexpensive

Roadhouse & Rose

FUNERKA F

Affordable Cremation Services

www.roadhouseandrose.com | 905-895-6631

Residential | Commercial | Industrial

Health and Safety Consulting
Exterior Mechanical Demolition 25
Interior Selective Manual Dismantling
Fully Insured & Bonded

sales@safealliancedemolition.com
P.O. Box 66, King City, Ontario L7B 1A4

437-882-5464 416-799-6994

DRIVEWAY PAVING

Tar and Chip

is an economical
alternative to asphalt
paving with a rustic
country appearance,
that also provides

a solid surface and

is a solution to ruts
washout and potholes.

YEARS

EXPERIENCE

& o

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

tarandchip.ca - info@tarandchip.ca * 647.456.2010

ELECTRICIAN

DANIE"?_.-S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Jl't ‘ Electrical Lights « Chandeliers

. LCeiling Fans e Tracklights ¢ Repairs
w15, Cable Light « Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Established 2001

intarior - exterior - commercial
(E4T] 393 7397
info@rexwindows.ca

| Contact for a free quote

WINDOWS & HOME

EXTERIOR STUCCO

DD stucco

CRS

EXT ER]

| - 2 .
» Custom Homes * Renovations
* Repairs/Replacements
* Licensed and Insured « 25+ Years Experience
Phone: 416-989-0417 Email: info@padexteriors.ca

www.padexteriors.ca
Servicing the GTA & Southern Ontario

LANDSCAPING

SUNSET BEECH

RENOVATION

CALL

to make your
appointment

416-219-4530
416-625-4441

Consulting « Bracing « EAB
_ 647-989-3509 n S I:I
irbryant@gmail.com CONSTRUCTION INC.

LANDSCAPING/RENOVATION

l 4 Zonta
&

Landscaping
PLEASE

& Renovating
Fencing

RECYCLE
THIS PAPER.

CARE

Pruning » Removals

Decking
Interlocking
Stone Work

RKwik Rurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

we WV

(647) 668 4949

zlr.ca

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT 905 727 3300 EXT 102
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“Have You Seen My Breasts” show challenges
stereotypes at Royal Rose

BY BROCK WEIR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Cynthia Darling has never been shy
about her art.

The Aurora artist, who now lives in
Newmarket, has always been fascinated
with the beauty of the human form, and the
fruits of herlabour were often found around
the house — including three-dimensional
sculptures of female breasts, which have
become something of a signature.

This, raised

however, sometimes

questions when her children had friends
over to play, and one day, when one of

Interlock, Fence, Deck
(Repair, Design and Build)
* Natural Stone
* Retaining Walls
* Flower Beds
e Artificial Turf
* Sod

Frank: 647-302-8588
Free Estimates

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

TOP QUALITY

GUARANTEED
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE o AURORA RESIDENT

416-520-6252

PAINTING & HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FOUR SEASONS PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENTS

2 professional hardworking guys

fourseasonsrenos@

PEST CONTROL

15% OFF PAINTING PROJECTS

TILING ®* WASHROOM /KITCHEN RENO e INTERLOCK RELEVEL
FENCES ¢ ROOF REPAIRS/TROUGHS e FOUNDATION PARGING
ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING ® CONCRETE REPAIRS
Call Claudio 416-723-4860 or, 905-727-0862

gmail.com

_

=
i Far |
AT

Artist Cynthia Darling held an artist talk on her Royal Rose Gallery exhibition, "Have You Seen My Breasts?", on Thursday evening.

her daughters’ male friends arrived, she
decided to cut through any questions right
off the bat with the simple question, “Have
you seen my breasts?”” followed by a look at
her studio.

Darling chuckles remembering how
her local exhibition, Have You Seen My
Breasts?, which is on now through July 30
at the Royal Rose Gallery, got its name.

Have You Seen My Breasts? 1s the second
time Darling’s work has been featured at the
Royal Rose Gallery. She first took part in a
group exhibition in late 2023 when several
artists were mvited to create 10x10 works.

It was something of a full circle moment
for Darling who remembers going into the
gallery space many years ago when it was
Mary’s Flower Shop — and later Caruso
& Company — and picking up paint-by-
number kits as a gift.

“T really liked the energy that was in
here,” says Darling, noting when Rosa
Calabrese opened the Royal Rose Gallery,

* RESIDENTIAL
+ COMMERCIAL
* INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE - DELIVERY

'PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES]

= :1[ —

CARLING PROPANE INC.

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

she had to come back to see how such a
classic space was reimagined.

Passers-by the gallery, which is located on
the west side of Yonge Street, just south of
Wellington, in Aurora’s historic downtown
core, may have found themselves doing a
double-take recently as they passed by a
series of sculpted bare chests — male and
female. But as much as her work focuses on
anatomy, Darling says it’s about much more
than that.

“It’s about how much of our bodies we
show, what cultures think of that, and I
don’t see that as using your ‘feminine wiles’
in any way,” she says, before pausing, lest
she dive head-long into what she describes
as a “political” discussion. “I addressed
this with the women I knew There’s
that sexual person, and then there’s that
mother, daughter, companion — all those
good things. If you’re a young without any
children, that’s a sexy woman. You turn out
to be an ‘old” woman like me, you’re kind

Photo courtesy of Royal Rose Gallery

of mvisible.”

Its a topic especially important to
Darling, a lesbian, who is a co-parent with
her partner of four daughters.

It’s also an important topic for gallery
owner Calabrese, who says there are “so
many narratives” about women’s bodies
“and how society sees the female body as
well — it can be stereotypes, it can be so
many stipulations and assumptions.”

“[Our storefront display] definitely
sparks curlosity, community engagement
and discussions around the topic — any
art should do that,” says Calabrese. “We
definitely like to showcase emerging artists
— and with emerging artists, just because
they’re starting off; it doesn’t mean they’re
less talented. Some emerging artists are
more talented than some of what we
would call ‘established artists.” We just
love to give the opportunity to artists in
general who want to exhibit and share
their pieces.”

TREE SERVICE
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{_|\™ zanoumsemuice
T 866-952_-01:16
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LOCAL WASTE
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Kitchen & Bathrooms e Finished Basement
All Flooring Work e Drywall ¢ Painting
Deck & Fences ¢ Landscaping
Fully licensed and insured. One year warranty on all labour. NO JOB TOO SMALL!

416-219-4530 Alex 416-625-4441

GOT MICE?

416-702-2467

PEST / ERRO ..

orders@rentabin.com | Rentabin.com

WATER

Servicing All of Your Pest Control Needs, Call:

647.200.2687.

Th¥tk You

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TA

CHLORINE?

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:

¢ Chlorine

¢ Chloramines

* THMs

* Pesticides & Herbicides
* Taste & Odour

Water Depotl’ UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!

15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

R A EST

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT 905 727 3300 EXT 102
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Aurora resident and University of West Virginia Mountaineer
Sam White signs free agent deal with the Toronto Blue Jays

From page 11

thought he was someone that the
younger players could look up to and
they were encouraged to imitate Sam’s
work ethic.”

The longtime resident of Aurora

described what went through his mind
when his son signed as a free agent
with the Jays: “It was mostly relief for
him. Sam worked very hard in West
Virginia. The second day of the draft
was an up and down roller coaster

of a day for him and Sam hasn’t had
much disappointment as an athlete.
However, the Jays had spoken to him
two days before the draft so he had that
in his back pocket. I was so happy for
him to have that option and I hope to

see him up with the big club someday.”

When Todd White was asked about
the best part of seeing his son sign
a professional baseball contract, he
expressed his own kind of relief: “He
can pay his own bills now!”

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES

DECKS & FENCES

by DE DESIGNS

HANDYMAN

PROJECTS
INTERIOR ° EXTERIOR

30 Years Luperience
FREE ESTIMATES

Painting & Repair

Johw 647-671-5179

111 WANTED !!!

WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!
416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

Custom Deck & Fence Design & Build
Permit, Drawings and
3D Renderings Available

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY FORA
FREE CONSULTATION

437-898-3875
vcexecute@gmail.com

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

ALL JUNK
REMOVAL

SHERWOOD

— : : . BASEMENTS ¢ YARDS
* Aerial P:an":]lgN h Nﬂwj:r:b:ji:: EeL;:rts & Plans GARAGES ¢ GENERAL GLEAN-UPS
+ Canopy Maintenance ~ * Tree & Shrub Appraisal SMALL MOVES « 0DD JOBS
* Planting & Fertilizing ~ * Urban Tree Removal Very Reasonable Rates
» Storm Risk Prevention  + Storm Debris Clean-Up Call to enquire:

905-832-9655
or, text pictures to:

416-876-2219

Fully trained & insured with leading

¢ ‘A techniques & equipment A
647-400-6998 | 647-338-8733

smgtrees@gmail.com www.smgtrees.com

Thanks to Our
Newspaper
Carriers

We appreciate your dedicated
service to our publication and
our community.

ATTENTION
CARRIERS

Apply Today!
KIDS, ADULTS, SENIORS
EARN SOME EXTRA MONEY!
Deliver THE AURORAN.
Routes available in your area.

Email your name and address
to denise@Ipcmedia.ca

AURORAN
NEWSPAPER

In Print & Online
denise@lpcmedia.ca
www.theauroran.com
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CARS WANTED

WANTIED

CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

y A
g ——
7 y g

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

Porsche 356/911/912,
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have,
[ love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars.
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride
and joy that is fully restored. I'll pay CASH.

APARTMENT FOR RENT CASH FOR SCRAP

2 BEDROOM APTAVAILABLE WE PAY CASH FOR SCRAP
AUGUST 1ST. All inclusive. No wvehicles any size. We also buy
Pets, No smoking — Hockley Village. construction and  farm  equip-
For more information, please call: ment. Open 7 days a week. Call
416-407-4352 905-859-0817 (Peter)

STORAGE AVAILABLE: 20 yard
sea can container for storage located
in Nobleton. Safe location. For more
information, please call 905-859-0817

Think you can sell?

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Call David

416-802-9999

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

= Sell advertising in our local community newspapers acmoss
numeraus regions for maximum growth

» Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and
supplements far new revenue and income opportunities

EXPECTATIONS:

* Have a positive attitude

= Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
= Willing to take chances and leam from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:

& Gales Dnven

& [ireat Personal Skills

= Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate

e Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets

e Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.

EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@Ipcmedia.ca

LP

LONDON
PUBLISHING coap
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vy @& HYUNDAI'

\
‘.""Shlft into Drive TR

,’ ‘«. Hyundai Sales Event Certified Dealer

HYUNDAI

Finance from
o, on select
0 /0 IONIQ 6 models *

+:7,000

bonus on all 2025 IONIQ 6 *

oy Fpmn e trommk nd raq:e-ve o 37000 bants on of [ONMD 8 models. Offers volid on select
B e n'md;, for-& i lisnitiecd B B0 ubjeet o credit appegval, Comdilions opply,
5¢:1 deﬂ'm o compiete ::am.ls. :

Finance from

0 49 on select
/ﬂ KOMA models *

% loyalty rate reduction for qualifying customers *

+$2,000

bonus on all 2025 KOMNA Electric *

ca from G495, -:.{- E{-t FIONA, modials, dncluding o 0.5 lowalty rite redustion for -
. e = g& a 52000, Lv_'un 5 @n all KEMA Eledtne mgdels. On salect r s
d' phy Sig d foddetols

Finance from

3 49 on select
/0 TUCSON models *

s 0.5% loyalty rate redu n for qualifying customers *

+s1,000

bonus on all 2025 TUCSON Plug-in Hybrid *

sahon Tro &%-on saldct TUCSON-mMadals, inciuding o 0.5% foyalty, rate reduction

far ol biecustomens, Pt oot o L0060 Batus on all 2025 TUESOM Plyg-in Hikrid :
=

mddels: D onselact m-Siock uruts, Condrbons apaly- Séé dealer Tar detoils,

OFFERS EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2025

WE BUY USED CARS
WE'LL PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE,
EVEN IF YOU DON'T BUY ONE OF OURS.

WARM SMILES.
5-STAR SERVICES.

Join the hundreds of satisfied 4 6 | 850"'

GOOGLE REVIEWS
customers who have experienced
our exceptional service and quality!

HYUNDAI (905) 841-8190
305 Wellington St E, il “'“9:”;;
OF AURORA e

www.hyundaiofaurora.com Aurora, ON L4G 6C3

Bayview Ave,

Buying a car from Hyundai of Aurora is simple, quick, and transparent
speak to one of our product advisors today!




