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LIBRARY

Residents in Aurora’s northeast will soon have greater access to the Aurora Public Library (APL) with the installation of a new “micro-branch” at
the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex. Pictured here at the new kiosk, which could be operational as early as the end of this week before its
formal dedication next week, is Mario Baleno, APL’s Manager of Information Technology, Victoria Dillon, APL’s Manager of Collections, and APL

CEO Jodi Marr.

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Library “branches out” to
Aurora’s northeast with new

presence at SARC

Week of July 17, 2025
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SARC Browse & Borrow

The new micro-branch of the
Aurora Public Library (APL) is the

to formally open June 24
fulfilment of long-held plans to better

the recreation centre, located on
Wellington Street East, just west of
Leslie Street, boasts nearly 200 books

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME
...you checked your,

BY BROCK WEIR serve residents of Aurora’s northeast,

which APL CEO Jodi Marr says has
historically been an area where APL
has “less engagement” with residents.

The kiosk, which is located across
from the customer service desk at

The Aurora Public Library is
“branching out” to Aurora’s northeast
with a new presence at the Stronach
Aurora Community Centre.

FRIEN DSH'P BONDS —The Aurora Farmers’ Market continued its outdoor season

on Saturday where Franki, Brody and Cait stopped to make friendship bracelets while live
music took over the Town Park band shell. For more, see Page 14.
Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Susan Cowen
& Andrew Cowen

Continually Referred!

curated for all ages. All you need to
use the micro-branch is a valid library
card.

Once you've entered your card
information, the kiosk — dubbed the

Continued on page 7

Local author hopes to spark
kids’ imaginations while
honouring Cree grandmother

BY BROCK WEIR

Writing was an integral part of
Cheryl Skory Suma’s healing process
when she suffered a traumatic brain
injury while skiing in 2010.

It was an accident that forced her to
give up her career as a speech pathologist
as CEO of Exceptionalities Inc, which
served York Region and South Simcoe.
But in using writing to help her brain
heal, she found a new voice of her own

Continued on page 9
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Rare Main FIr Primary Bdrml! AEprox. 5500sf Of Living

Space! Oversized Chef’s Kitchen! Finished Walk-out
Basement Has High Ceilings, Rec Room, 4-Piece Bath, Bright
Bedroom. Private Yard With Salt-Water Pool, Hot Tub, Large

Patio! Lots More! Offered at $2,498,000

Garage w/Sep Entry!

L

Welcome to Ridge Wood - Stunning 3-Acre Estate in N. Auroral
Gated Drive, Ravine Lot, Pool w/Enclosed Cabana. Mn Fl

Primary Suite. Bsmt W/O w/Rec Rm, Theatre, Lrg Gym,
Bdrm, Wine Cellar w/Tasting Rm. 1 Bdrm Apt. Over

Offered at $4,225,000
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TOWN OF AURORA

BOARD

July 17, 2025

Council & Committee Meetings

Date Time Location
Thursday, August 14 7 p.m. Video Conference
Tuesday, September9  5:45 p.m. Holland Room
Tuesday, September9 7 p.m. Council Chambers

Meeting

Committee of Adjustment
Council Closed Session
Committee of the Whole

*Committee of the Whole, Public Planning and Council meetings are available to the public in-person and via

live stream on the Town’s YouTube channel.

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition

Featured Artists: Beth Boudreau - Birds of a Feather

Growing up in a large family in the country, Beth spent most of her childhood exploring the fields and woods nearby.
This created her love of nature where even a raindrop on a leaf inspired wonder! Beth has been painting nature

for many years, exploring many styles and techniques. She works in various media: acrylic, oil, watercolour and
collage. Painting with vibrant colours truly reflects her love of abstracted landscapes and nature subjects - such as
birds and plants. Her “Birds of a Feather” exhibition comes as a result of many years observing, listening to, and
capturing the essence of all species of birds. View in-person at Aurora Town Hall in the Skylight Gallery. View online
at aurora.ca/SkylightGallery. All work is for sale. Please contact Sarah Reynolds at sreynolds@aurora.ca if you are

interested in investing and owning a beautiful piece of art.

WATER & WASTEWATER

RATE
STRUCTURE

Share your
thoughts!

Fall 2025

Program Guide

The Fall 2025 Program Guide
will be available to view online
starting on August 5. Registration dates are posted
online at aurora.ca/ProgramGuide. View the
interactive guide and click on the code # to register
online. Pay in-person at the A.F.L.C. or S.ARR.C.

Take our
online survey

: s
Help Shape the Future of Water Rates

in Aurora!

Aurora is reviewing how we bill for water and
wastewater services—and we want your input!

Right now, everyone pays based only on how much
water they use. But as infrastructure ages and costs
rise, we're exploring a new structure that's more fair,
sustainable, and encourages conservation.

Take our quick survey at: engageaurora.ca/WaterRates.

TRENT PARK &
EDWARD COLTHAM PARK

The multi-use courts at Trent Park & Edward
Coltham Park will be closed starting the week of
July 1 through the week of August 24, weather
permitting for court resurfacing.

The project includes full removal and replacement
of the existing surface, installation of larger courts,
acrylic colour surfacing, and fencing around the
pickleball courts.

To find other courts during the closure, visit
aurora.ca/Pickleball.

2025 final property tax bills have been mailed out
and as the deadline approaches remember, there are
many easy & convenient ways to pay final property
taxes — including online via your banking institution,
mail or pre-authorized payment. Learn more at:
aurora.ca/PropertyTaxes.

Aurora Town Hall
100 John West Way, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1

905-727-1375 « info@aurora.ca * aurora.ca
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Egyptian
Belly Dance
Workshop

Learn authentic belly
dance techniquesin a
welcoming, inclusive

| environment.

Workshop on August 13, 6 - 8 p.m.

1 e

AURORA

"

A great workout
perfect for
beginners and
experienced
dancers,
ages 10+.

e

JEFF MCENERY .

. HEADLINER o
DOMPARE HANNAH VEL DHgEy

August 23, 8 p.m.

Davide De Simone Performance Hall

Iﬁ

Tickets - §25:
aurora.ca/WhatsOn

Accessible Formats

905-727-3123 ext. 4212
accessibility@aurora.ca

-D PRESENTS

AURORA’'S 2025

WEDNESDAYS IN

JULY AND AUGUST
7p.m.to9 p.m.

Aurora Town Park * 49 Wells Street
Concerts are free

Simply The Best

Tribute to Tina Turner

JULY 23

No Sugar Tonight
Tribute to The Guess Who,
Burton Cummings & BTO

Outlaw State of Mind
Tribute to Chris Stapleton

Canadian Women
in Music
with Krista Blondin

JULY 30

AUGUST 6
AUGUST 13

For complete series line-up, please visit
aurora.ca/SummerConcerts

Licensed beverages and food options available
for purchase on-site. For your seating comfort,
please bring your own lawn chairs.
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' Thursday, August 14
Thursday, August 21
Thursday, August 28
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YRIBFESTL

AUGUST 22-24, 2025

MACHELL PARK - 2A AURORA HEIGHTS DRIVE

FANTASTIC FOOD & ENTERTAINMENT

aurora.ca/Ribfest

+ in_ ) Youlube
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Heathwood Heights proposal headed for Public Planning meeting in fall

Residents begin petition
against infill project

BY BROCK WEIR

A significant  infill  development
proposed for the Heathwood Heights
neighbourhood will come before Council
at a Public Planning meeting this fall as
concerned neighbours organize their
opposition.

At issue 1s an application to transform
the property located at 161 Heathwood
Heights Drive. Currently the site of a
single detached home, the applicants have
proposed five single detached dwellings on
the site.

The application was made public by
Mayor Tom Mrakas earlier this month,
noting that as the application is now
deemed as complete, the next step is for a
formal presentation at an upcoming Public
Planning meeting,

Neighbours, however, are using the
intervening weeks to come together to
oppose the idea.

A change.org petition urging Council to
reject it outright had amassed nearly 330
verified signatures by press time this week.

Those behind the petition argue that the
proposal goes against the Town’s Official
Plan.

They describe the infill plan as trying
to “sandwich” additional homes onto the
property and doing so “threatens both the
ecological balance and the character of
the area.”

‘Aurora’s Official Plan 1s clear: low-
density residential neighbourhoods — like
Heathwood Heights — are not targeted
for intensificaion or higher-density
development,” say the petitioners, notably
petition-starter Johanna IFrancis. “The
Town has designated specific areas (called
Intensification Corridors) for responsible
development. 161 Heathwood Heights is
not located within one of these corridors.”

This matters, they say, because it would
put a higher-use density within an existing
low-density neighbourhood.

Site Plan 161 Heathwood Heights
PDF - 1.2 MB

HEATHWOOD

HEIGHTS DRIVE

GROVE

TILSTON

“It sets a dangerous precedent for
future developments in similar areas across
Aurora,” they say. “The proposed plan
does not address the need for affordable or
missing-middle housing, and does not align
with Aurora’s overall growth strategy. It
intensifies pressure around our unique trail
system, disrupting natural wildlife habitats.
This is a precedent-setting proposal. If
approved, it could open the door to similar
higher-density developments in established
low-density neighbourhoods across all of
Aurora.

“This 1sn’t just a Heathwood Heights
issue — it affects the future of residential
zoning throughout our Town. If this goes
through, any quiet residential street could
be next.”

While the Public Planning meeting will
be a time for lawmakers to formally weigh
in on the proposal, Ward 1 Councillor Ron
Weese, in a communication to residents,
said neighbours were “understandably

concerned.”

“I thank the Hill Ratepayers
Association and leadership for being on top
of thisfrom the start and for communicating
within the area, as is their mandate,” he
said. “T also have received numerous calls
and emails about the application, all of
them in opposition. I have tried to respond
to all. A month ago, before the application
became public, I met with the developer
and reviewed the application. At that time,
I voiced strong reservations about the
application and suggested, because I have
been working with the Ratepayers Group
closely, that this would be opposed.

“I know this application has caused
alarm. This single lot is proposed to
develop into five homes, demolishing
the existing home, re-grading the site
and altering the tree canopy. It will
increase density in the area and has
already raised concerns about traffic
and construction. But the real issue here

Image courtesy of the Town of Aurora

is whether this application is consistent
with our Official Plan and the nature of
the area and whether it constitutes ‘good
planning’. In my opinion, residents who
have purchased/invested in their homes
in this neighbourhood should expect that
the character of that neighbourhood will
be protected by our Official Plan. I agree
with many who have concerns that this
may be precedent setting,

“I will of course listen objectively
to the application details and the case
made by the applicant, listen to our staff
and to the resident’s feedback who this
affects directly. But I represent you in this
regard.”

Heathwood Heights is located in the
southwest quadrant of Yonge Street and
St. John’s Sideroad.

Those wishing to view the petition can
do so at: www.change.org/p/proposed-
rezoning-at-161-heathwood-heights-
please-read-and-sign-the-petition.
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Roots of tomorrow:
Canada’ forests need our support

The significance of forests for
conservation, community benefits
and human health has never been
more urgent to acknowledge. Forests
play many critical roles for nature
and people: they provide habitat for
hundreds of species, act as water
filters, reduce air pollution and are
places of community connection,
recreation and refuge. They regulate
temperature and weather patterns
and remove carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere.

However, many pressures,
including severe storms and wildfires,
invasive alien species and habitat
loss, threaten these ecosystems,
the benefits they provide and the
relationships they support.

When  our  woodlands  are
compromised, so too is the quality of
the air we breathe and the water we
depend on. The well-being of every
Canadian, from the bustling urban
centre to the most remote rural town,
is at stake.

Canada’s forests make up nearly
one-tenth of the world’s total. We are
one of the most forested countries
in the world, ranking ahead of the
United States and just behind Russia
and Brazil. Our country boasts
connected, intact forest habitats and
significant terrestrial carbon stores.
With around 140 native tree species,
Canada has a unique role and
collective duty to protect these areas.

One-third of the 426 bird species
that breed in Canada rely on forests
for survival. Canada’s northern
forests provide nesting habitat for
an abundance of diverse migratory
birds that winter in the U.S., Central
America and beyond. From tiny
warblers to large swans, it’s estimated
that between three and five million
birds migrate south from Canada’s
boreal forest every fall.

The economic value of our forests
i1s just as vital as their ecological
importance. According to the Forest
Products Association of Canada (fpac.
ca), more than 200,000 Canadians
earn their livelihood directly from
forestry,  sustainable
and eco-tourism,
impressive $87 billion in annual
revenue.

agriculture
contributing an

Since 1962, the Nature Conservancy
of Canada (NCC) has championed
forest safeguarding
over 1.6 million hectares of forests
— an area more than twice the size
of Prince Edward Island. Working
in partnership with landowners,
corporations,  governments  and
Indigenous Nations, these special
places deliver economic, community
and health benefits.

From the remote, majestic boreal
forests in the north to the rich
Carolinian deciduous forests in the
south, Ontario’s forests are hubs of
biodiversity. These vast woodlands,
stretching over 70 million hectares
and representing 20 per cent of
Canada’s forests, are more than just
trees — they are a living, breathing
testament to nature’s power.

One such special area happenstobe
the largest private land conservation
project in Canada’s history.

Located near Hearst, ON, the
145,000-hectare Boreal Wildlands
site 13 twice the size of the city
of Toronto. It is home to black
bear, moose, wolves and Canada
lynx along with rare birds, such as
Canada warbler, barn swallow and
olive-sided flycatcher. It features
more than 1,300 kilometres of rivers

conservation,

Continued on page 5
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Are you at an age where you now look
back at some of the things you got up to
growing up and wonder how you survived
it all?

My generation is not quite old enough
to remember the apparently halcyon days
of our parents’ generation who often recall
playing in the great outdoors all day and
nearly all night, with the streetlights coming
on in the evening the only cue to head
home. Nor are we quite of the generation
that remembers leaving the front door
unlocked day mn and day out, sure in the
knowledge that we would be safe and there
was little danger of anything disrupting our
day-to-day lives too badly.

Yet, at the same time, mine is probably
the youngest generation to remember
the regular use of rotary phones, a time
when all the world’s information was not
consistently at your fingertips, before social
media reached its current level of ubiquity;
and the luxury of not being connected to
everyone, everywhere, all at once, at all
hours of the day:.

Now, admittedlyy, I wasnt too
adventuresome in my youth and don’t
have many harrowing tales of getting into
trouble, straying too far from the straight-
and-narrow, or, i short, not too many
stories of how I “survived” it all. But, for my
generation of 1985 babies in Ontario, one
shared element of resilience is surviving a
rough few years in the education system.

For reasons which were never quite
clear to me, it often seemed like we were
the “experimental” year when the Ministry
of Education looked at implementing new
ways of learning, evaluation, and more,
ostensibly designed to either improve or
streamline the system.

We were the class that got to test-drive
new grading systems every couple of years,
systems which were often done away with
before too long, leaving many of us unclear
on just what was expected of us. The
constant change had the benefit of a steady
stream of brand-new, up-to-date textbooks
coming our way in elementary school, but,
by the time we got to high school, we were
brought back down to earth with textbooks
that had been making the rounds for the
previous 10 to 15 years, regardless of
whether the books were crumbling or had
a foothold in the curriculum of the day:

Then, by the time we had weathered
all that, we Grade 12s faced a final hurdle:
grappling for post-secondary places amid
greater demand than ever as the Province
eliminated OAC, resulting in the so-called
“Double Cohort.”

For those of us who landed on our feet,
it was yet another exercise in resilience,

Learning Resilience

BROCK’S
BANTER

Brock Weir

which probably served us well come March
of 2020, but I'm sure it was also responsible
for the vast majority of premature greys
that sprang up a year or two later.

Yet, we persevered. We did our best. We
did what we needed to do to secure our
spots, 1f indeed post-secondary is the path
we chose — and several of my friends even
decided to do a “victory lap” of Grade 12
to not only improve their grades for the
university and college battle ahead but wait
until the Double Cohort bottleneck had
largely cleared.

And we did so because, despite all these
challenges, the importance of education
was nstilled in us by our teachers, parents,
and guardians, every step along the way:

The importance of education is still
instilled in today’s students by our teachers,
parents, guardians — and, indeed, our
school boards who typically take this
summer downtime to celebrate the myriad
successes of its students throughout the
year that was.

At the same time, however, it often
feels that the importance of education is
continually being diluted in other realms.

In the United States, for instance, the
current administration tasked its Secretary
of Education with dismantling her entire
department in a bid to turn the oversight of
the Department of Education to the States,
a motley collection of 50 departments that
have shown wildly varied success levels,
often due to the levels of funding they
have received, and with wildly different
standards, including the creeping n of
theology-based learning

Canada, of course, has a similar
structure with education being the purview
of the Provinces rather than the Federal
government, yet our own situation is not
nearly as dire or disparate — but that’s not
to say there aren’t some elements that are
fraying around the edges.

Due to several factors ranging from a cap

on accepting international students and
their resulting tuition, and a long-standing
funding situation that now has colleges and
universities across Ontario in the throes
of significant layoffs, the cancellation of
classes that were part and parcel of a well-
rounded and varied education, and even
the elimination of entire departments —
the situation 1s fraught and does not show
much sign of letting up.

Students who are lucky enough to secure
a spot will continue to thrive, but, with
limited spots and an ever-decreasing array
of academic and course options, there will
be a price left to pay by someone — and,
spoiler alert, it’s us.

The economic benefits of a well-
trained, well-educated, and well-equipped
workforce in Ontario are obvious, so why
doesn’t adequate funding follow? Yes,
there is a reason the cap on international
students was put in place, but the resulting
hit on how places of higher learning
operate couldn’t have been clearer from
the outset, and this should have been taken
into account.

When numbers are being crunched at
budget time, components of education —
such as arts programs and other areas the
powers-that-be deem electives of lesser
importance — are often the first things to
hit the chopping block, no matter how
integral they are to the overall development
of students.

The current situation is also battling
against a trend we’re seeing all too often
around the world where so many have
come to see post-secondary education, or
higher education, regardless of how that’s
defined, as “unnecessary” or “elitist”, and
something that should be decried.

That shouldn’t come as too much of a
surprise though as we’re living in a ime and
place where far too many are eschewing
the advice of scientists, doctors, and other
members of academic field, in favour of
self-proclaimed experts in any number of
platforms who validate what you want to
hear instead of dealing with cold, hard
facts you need to know.

Is there any way to get the proverbial
genie back in the bottle? Only time will tell.

In the meantime, however, 1 fear that,
before too long, the quest for a place at a
university or college in Ontario, or indeed
Canada, will be a more stressful and cut-
throat process than we survivors of the
Double Cohort went through — and this is
not exactly unavoidable.

These students, like our generation,
will survive — we’re a resilient bunch — but
what will be the ultimate cost to them, the
education system, and every one of us?
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Our entry for this year’s Contact Photography Festival, [un] Framed and in Focus, has had its viewing extended until August 31! Our aim is to let
Aurorans take a closer look into their Town'’s history. Photographs hold clues and stories deeper than just the subject. Did you know that Maurice
“Rocket” Richard was set to be a referee in 1965 for Aurora’s Pee-wee and Bantam games? Scheduling changes relegated the matches to February
26, but on February 25 the arena burnt down. It was the Rocket visit that never was. (2019.11.3)

Last week, held
successful Mayor’s Roundtable on
Sports, and I want to extend my
thanks to everyone who
participated. It was truly a pleasure
to connect with so many of our
passionate local sports organizations,
dedicated coaches, tireless volunteers,
and community leaders.

These roundtable sessions have
always been about listening—
hearing directly from those who are
on the ground, delivering programs,
managing facilities, and supporting

we another

sincere

our athletes. Once again, what
stood out to me was the incredible
commitment and collaboration

that exists within Aurora’s sporting
community.

From grassroots programs to
competitive leagues, everyone came
to the table with one shared goal:
building a stronger, more inclusive
future for sport in our Town.

During the evening, we discussed
a range of 1mportant topics—
from improving access to facilities

and expanding  programming,

%
GETTING
THINGS DONE

Mayor
Tom Mrakas

to  supporting volunteers and
identifying areas where the Town
can play a more active role in
partnership. We also talked about
the importance of creating space for
everyone—regardless of age, ability,
or background—to feel welcome and
encouraged to participate in sport.
What I appreciated most was the
honesty and vision in the feedback
we received. These conversations
matter. They help shape how we
prioritize our investments, design
infrastructure, and plan for
future growth. It’s clear that when
we come together, share ideas, and
work collaboratively, we can build a
stronger foundation for recreation
in  Aurora—one that supports
health, community connection, and

our

opportunity.

We all know that sport plays a
powerful role in our Town. It brings
people together. It teaches leadership,
teamwork, and resilience. And it
builds a sense of belonging—not just
for the athletes, but for the parents,
volunteers, and supporters who show
up day after day. That’s why we must
continue to create the conditions for
sport to thrive.

Our commitment at the
remains clear:
working to ensure Aurora is a place
where residents of all ages and
abilities can play, grow, and thrive
through sport. The insights shared
at this roundtable will directly
inform our recreation strategies,
guide facility planning, and help us
support the incredible work that so
many of you are already doing in our

Town

we will continue

community.

Thank you once again to all of
our sports organizations for your
continued dedication to sport and
community. I look forward to building
on this momentum—together.
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From page 4

and streams, vast carbon-storing
peatlands and seemingly endless
stretches of interior forest. Boreal
Wildlands alone stores more than 192
million tonnes of CO2, equivalent
to the average lifetime emissions of
three million cars. This success story
was made possible thanks to the
generosity of many donors.

Here in southern Ontario, NCC
continues to protect and care for
forests and lands that sustain nature
and communities.

Surrounded by the growing
metropolis of the Greater Toronto
Area, Happy Valley Forest is a
natural oasis with vast ecological,
historical and cultural importance.
Located in King Township, it is the
largest intact block of deciduous
forest on the Oak Ridges Moraine.
Happy Valley Forestis an outstanding
example of the mature sugar maple
and beech upland forests of the
moraine. It is a beloved community
asset with accessible and hiking trails
that wind through this “old growth
forest in the making.” The mature
deciduous interior forest supports at-
risk and specialized species; visitors
can watch for Acadian flycatcher,
cerulean warbler and little brown
bat. The natural habitats of the
Happy Valley Forest help provide
clean air and water for communities
in the region.

NCC s exploring new and exciting
opportunities to build healthy and
resilient ecosystems where it matters
most. With an ambitious goal to
conserve an additional one million
hectares of nature by 2030, NCC
1s leading the charge to secure our
natural heritage. Our work is not
just about caring for the land; it’s
about ensuring that our communities
continue to thrive with nature.

We encourage the private sector,
foundations and individuals to join
us in investing in forest conservation
and  restoration efforts. NCC
has a track record of bringing
together landowners, people and
communities. Clean air, clean water,
nutritious food, jobs and our overall
well-being depend on nature and
our forests. These forests are as
important for humans as they are
for wildlife, creating natural spaces
where people can learn about and
appreciate nature.

The call 1is clear: protecting
Canada’s forests means protecting
ourselves. Our natural resiliency,
economic prosperity and health
require us to do our part. As
Canadians, we have both the duty
and privilege to safeguard our
forests. Let us unite and embrace
this challenge with determination
and care. Our forests are not just
a backdrop to our lives; they are
the very essence of our future.

Kristen Bernard
Associate Director of Conservation, Ontario
Region Nature Conservancy of Canada

"This summer has been a time of Listening,
learning, and reaffirming my commitment
to serve Newmarket—Aurora with purpose
and integrity.

Whether in Ottawa or at home, each
experience has reminded me of one clear
truth: public service begins and ends with
community.

In Ottawa, I was honoured to be
appointed to the Standing Committee
on Fmance. As families face rising costs,
my focus has been on demanding greater
transparency and ensuring every tax dollar
1s spent wisely. Canadians deserve leadership
grounded in responsibility and results.

Here at home, I marked my first Canada
Day as your Member of Parliament

MP SANDRA
COBENA’'S
UPDATE

Sandra Cobena, MP
Newmarket-Aurora

with a pancake breakfast, where I had the
opportunity to connect directly with many
of you.

Your concerns— particularly those
related to affordability and safety—continue
to guide my work in Parliament. Later that
day; I stood alongside Mayor Tom Mrakas
and MP Costas Menegakis at a moving

Reaffirmation of Citizenship Ceremony;
which served as a poignant reminder of the
shared values that bind us as Canadians. I
was also proud to attend the graduation of
three new Central York firefighters—young
leaders who've earned our trust through
courage and discipline.

At Sacred Heart High School, I had
the honour of presenting the Governor
General’s Academic  Medal, which
recognizes the academic excellence and the
promise of our next generation.

With Parliament in recess, I'll continue
to be present across Newmarket-Aurora—
meeting with residents, listening to your
concerns, and working to be a strong,
accessible voice for our riding in Ottawa.

X

@TheAuroranNews

THE AURORAN

www.TheAuroran.com

To submat a letter
to the editor,
please send

your email to
brock@lpcmedia.ca
Deadline for
submissions is
Sunday at 1 p.m.
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Briefly

Summer Fun at the Aurora Public Library

LEFT TURN SIGNALS
COMING TO ST. JOHN’S
& WILLOW FARM

New left turn signals will be installed by the
Region of York this August at St. John’s Sideroad
and Willow Farm Lane. The work will include a
new eastbound left turn signal allowing drivers
to turn left only on a green arrow, as well as a
new westbound left turn signal allowing drivers
to turn left during a green arrow and a green
light when it is safe to do so. “As outlined in
York Region’s Vision Zero Traveller Safety
Plan, left turn signals help reduce collisions and
enhance the safety of all road users,” says the
Region. For more information, visit York.ca/
intersectionsafety.

MOTORCYCLE DRIVER
CLOCKED AT NEARLY
300km/h

The York Regional Police have charged a Rich-
mond Hill man with multiple criminal and pro-
vincial offences after Police say he “attempted
to dodge officers across the Greater Toronto
Area.” The incident began on Friday, July 14, at
around 10.30 a.m. at Bloomington and High-
way 404; “[Police] observed a black Yamaha
motorcycle travelling at a high rate of speed
northbound on Highway 404. The YRP Air
Support Unit was in the area and maintained
observations of the motorcyclist. Air Support
followed the motorcycle to a gas station on El-
gin Mills Road, where the rider stole a quanti-
ty of gas and fled before ground units arrived.
The motorcyclist then re-entered Highway 404
heading southbound, to westbound Highway
407, where he continued driving recklessly. The
motorcyclist was observed lane splitting, weav-
ing through traffic and reaching speeds in excess
of 200 km/h. Eventually the motorcyclist ar-
rived at a business on Avebury Road, in the City
of Mississauga, where he attempted to evade
officers by entering the building’s underground
via a man-door, with the aid of an accomplice.
Shortly after, he left the premises in a rideshare
vehicle. Police located the motorcycle inside the
building, discovering it had been fitted with a
counterfeit licence plate. Officers eventually
caught up with the suspect as the rideshare ar-
rived at his residence in Richmond Hill.” Amir
Hassan Monfared, 37, is charged with Dan-
gerous Operation; Theft Under $5,000; Stunt
Driving, Use Plate Not Authorized for Vehi-
cle; Speeding; and Drive No Insurance. The
charges have not been proven.

The Aurora Public Library has been a hive of activity this summer, offering a number of family-friendly activities for patrons. (TOP) There is a cele-
bratory atmosphere in the Library Living Room every weekend as it plays host to themed Saturday Summer Parties — the theme of which this past
weekend was Shrek. (Above) At the end of June, the Library once again hosted Gustav for Drag King Story Hour, a fitting way to end Pride Month.
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SARC Browse & Borrow to formally open June 24

From page 1

“SARC Browse & Borrow” — unlocks,
and patrons can either check out or
return books right there.

“This has been part of our strategic
planning process for a while, but
we’ve just been able to make it come
together,” says Marr. “At the end of
last year, we confirmed the space and
then this year we went ahead with the
procurement of the machine and the
processes — we’ve been planning all
this for approximately two years.”

After the construction of Aurora
Town Square, Marr says this 1s the
“next step out into partnering with
the Town of Aurora and finding
common space where we can join
together.”

“The SARC 1s an active community
hub and it’s also in an area of
Town where we (APL) have had
less engagement,” Marr continues.
“When we look at our Library
members, we can see that people in
the northeast part of Aurora are less
serviced by the Library. This is a way
to get them some of the things the
Library does and this is a way to serve
those community members, and now
we can come and do more events.

“Collections [of materials] is just a
small part of what the Library does.
This is a way to connect with people
who are slightly further away, use the
library less, and now they have the
opportunity to use the Library more.”

The new kiosk and its systems
represent ~ an  investment  of
approximately $50,000.

Similar kiosks have seen great
success elsewhere, including Barrie,
which has multiple micro-branch
locations throughout the city.

Aurora’s new kiosk could be up
and running as early as the end of
this week — with a ribbon cutting with
Mayor Tom Mrakas, which members

DEPOSIT

When the kiosk is formally dedicated next week

of the public are encouraged to
attend, set for Thursday, July 24, at
3.30 p.m.

As members of the APL team
inspected the kiosk in its new location
on Monday afternoon, it already
attracted the interest of SARC
patrons.

Books now in place within the kiosk
represent some of the most popular
items that are checked out regularly
at the APL’s home branch at Yonge
and Church Streets, but is a collection
unto itself that was specifically
secured for the micro-branch.

Each volume has an RFID tag and
the kiosk machine runs a scan every
time it closes to keep up-to-date on
inventory, what book was taken out,
and onto whose library card. When
you return a book, you put it back in,
and the process repeats.

“It’s just as easy as scanning your
card, opening the door, and placing it
on the shelf — the only rule 1s, if it’s

STRUCTURE
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full, please don’t jam it in
with a laugh.

The Library will continue to consult
with residents as the kiosk is used and
collect data on what’s borrowed and
what’s returned in order to gauge
what community members want in
the future and they can adjust the
collection accordingly.

“It’s nice, it’s bright, it holds about
196 items and is a mix of fiction, non-
fiction, children’s, youth, teen and
picture books,” says Marr. “You can
even take things out when you’re here
for a class [with one of your children],
read it, and return it that same day.
It will hopefully [also serve] people
who are using the SARC and need
something to do, and we’ll see about
putting some other fun stuft into it in
the future.”

Looking ahead, Marr says she
would love to see these types of kiosks
expand beyond the SARC to other
municipal hubs, such as the Aurora

says Marr

Unlock an Additional 5% Rebate on
Every Unit - Up to $50,000 in Value!

Terms & conditions apply

AURORA
LIBRARY

, the blue wall opposite the SARC’s customer service desk will be covered with a wrap celebrating
everything the Aurora Public Library has to offer.

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Seniors’ Centre and other recreational
facilities, and points to examples
elsewhere that have similar set-ups at
retirement homes and more.

“This 1s our first new collection
within the community — it’s a huge
investment, but it’s worth it. This is
one way for us to serve community
members more fully, without building
a bricks-and-mortar branch,” says
Marr, adding now that the micro-
branchinplace, she seesan opportunity
to expand APL programming to the
SARC down the road.

“Sometimes [we’ll get comments on
machines like these], ‘Well, I guess we
don’t need librarians anymore. We’ve
got this.” I want to definitely say that
librarians are key for curation and
selection of materials and this machine
does not replace the work that our
staft does. This is just a support so that
we can expand within the community
and get our staff to come out and do
more and other engaging events.”

0l
$400

* 15 COMMERCIAL UNITS

¢ PREMIUM GOLF COURSES

¢ 5 STAR 2-STOREY RESTAURANT
WITH 1,000 SF OUTDOOR PATIO

SITE ADDRESS

Sales Representative
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12765 Keele Street, King City

DARYL KING
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Future finance leader honoured with
Chamber’s Business Scholarship

BY BROCK WEIR

Isabelle DiPasquale dedicated her high
school career not only to academics, but
giving back to the Cardinal Carter Catholic
High School community:

Now; as she looks towards her post-
secondary education with an eye to
developing a career in finance, DiPasquale
1s doing so with an extra boost of confidence
from the local business community after
she was awarded the Aurora Chamber
of Commerce’s Business Scholarship,
sponsored by Lenard Lind Realty.

She explored scholarship and grant
opportunities to help end her high school
career on the highest of notes, and said the
program offered by the Chamber struck a
chord because “it’s really amazing how they
like to support young people.”

“I decided to apply on my own without
telling anyone, and I just did it because
honestly I didn’t think I would get it, but I
wanted to doitright,” she tells The Auroran.
“It’s a great opportunity to give back to your
community and to be supported by such an
amazing organization that’s willing to do
this for young students.”

DiPasqualesaysshe’salwayshadapassion
for business and sought opportunities to flex
these muscles during her time at Cardinal
Carter. She became involved with the
DECA business competition before too
long, dividing her extra-curricular time
between this, being a part of her school’s

Leadership Committee, and writing for her
school newspaper as well.

Giving back didn’t get put onto the
backburner when summer came around.
Last summer, she balanced volunteer
commitments at Toronto’s  SickKids
Hospital with an internship at a business
here in Aurora.

“Business is what I wanted to do because
it gave me so many different opportunities
to give back and to lead a group of people,
and it just provides so many opportunities,”
she says. “I'm really hoping to become
involved in the business community in the
future in the same way it has supported me
now.”

The next step towards that future goal
is attending Western University in the fall,
looking towards the Ivey School of Business.

“What stood out to me the most [with
Western] 1s their case study method,” she
says. “When I was involved in DECA, it’s
a business competition that is case study-
based. I learned so much from that way
of learning and I'm more of a hands-on
learner in that sort of way. I thought that
Ivey at Western is very, very similar in the
way they teach small class sizes and case
study-based learning and teaching. This
is how I feel I will learn the best in my
university studies.”

She might not be “100 per cent decided”
on her career path following university; she
says she’s interested in the entrepreneurial
and leadership side of things, with a

P
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Isabelle DiPasquale is pictured with Jennifer Walker, Treasurer of the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce, receiving her $5,000 Business Engaging Youth Business Scholarship sponsored by

Lenard Lind Realty.

particular focus in finance.

“I am really looking to make a difference
and contribute to the community as a
whole in whatever capacity that might be,”
she says. “I'm not exactly sure what it may
be yet, but I am really excited to see what
ends up happening.”

“Personally;” she continues, “when I first
started high school, I never imagined I'd
be here, so I would say to [students getting
ready to enter high school this fall] to not
be afraid to put yourself out there and go
for opportunities. When I first started high
school, I was a very shy, quiet girl, and I
would never imagine I'm in the situation I
am now and the reason why that occurred

Photo courtesy of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce

was because a teacher of mine pushed me
to go up for the leadership program at my
school. T became a leader in my Grade
10 year, which is very unlikely for students
because it usually happens in Grade 11 and
12. After that experience, I completely came
out of my shell, I made lots of connections
through my community;, and not even just
in my school [but] in my community; I was
able to meet and talk and build so many
great connections.

“Don’t be afraid to put yourself out there
to try to go for opportunities that you may
not think you get, because you never know
who’s watching, or you never know what’s
going to come out of it.”

=
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COMMUNITY BBAQ - Vince's Market held its annual Community Barbeque on Friday, June
27, at its Sharon location. The event supported the Alzheimer Society of York Region, Durham
Region, and Simcoe County — which has been chosen as the grocery store’'s 2025 Community
Product Initiative. Each year, select items are chosen for the Community Product Initiative where a
portion of the proceeds benefit the year’s select organization(s). Pictured here are Giancarlo, Neil,

Amedeo, Maria, Jaime and Grace.

01 AURORA
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2 RISE UP GRANTS- $2500/EACH

2 SCALE UP GRANTS - $2500/EACH

1 MEDIA GRANT- $5000

KEY DATES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Applications Intake: Jun 1- Aug 29, 2025
Application Review: Sep 1 - Sep 30, 2025
Notification to recipients: Oct 3, 2025
Presentation: Business Excellence
Celebration, Oct 23, 2025

Your Business

Partners in

Brian Roberts
CPA, CGA, LPA

ROBERTS &tCOMPANY

Chartered Professional Accountant

www.aurorachamber.on.ca/grants

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscoa.ca
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Aurora author Cheryl Skory Suma is excited for the launch of her first novel, Habitan: The Parallel Place in August.

Local author hopes to spark kids’ imaginations

while honouring Cree grandmother

From page 1

as a storyteller.

Now, while the Aurora writer has
collected numerous accolades for her
short stories, poetry, and creative non-
fiction, she’s turning her attention to
children and young adults with the
publication of her first novel, Habitan:
The Parallel Place.

Suma describes Habitan: The
Parallel Place, the first of which she
hopes are many novels inspired by the
stories she told her children while they
were growing up, as similar to C.S.
Lewis’ Narnia series “but with a unique,
Canadian-Aboriginal twist!”

A fantasy novel, much of the magic
within Habitan: The Parallel Place is
derived from the Cree culture, in which
her beloved grandmother was raised.

A Moose Cree by birth, Suma’s
grandmother, who spent time in the
Residential School system, married
an Englishman at the age of 17, and
subsequently raised their family in
Northern Ontario.

Their children, including Suma’s
mother, were subject to racism as they
were seen as mixed-race. As such, while
Suma’s mother wanted to keep her own
Indigenous heritage somewhat hidden,
her grandmother never shied away
from her culture.

“Habitan came from bedtime stories
for my kids mixed with this wanting to
recognize my grandmother because my
mom was kind of ashamed of being
Aboriginal and kind of walked away
from it, so we didn’t know much about
it growing up,” says Suma, adding her
grandmother instilled in her a love of
nature. “My grandmother was such a
positive person and I thought, ‘No, I
don’t want to shy away from it. I want
to kind of nod back to it.””

Habitan: The Parallel Place follows
Melissa, Michael and Annabel who are
separated from their parents as infants
and develop a very special bond.

When a mysterious event transports
them away from their orphanage to
Habitan—a magical realm where

animals talk and powers of the mind
and sorcery abound—they discover
their connection runs deeper than
friendship,” say publishers.

“Guided by three magical animal
companions, the children must confront
the wicked sorceress Oskana while
uncovering shocking truths about their
heritage. As they develop unexpected
powers, they face a stunning revelation:
they might be Habitan’s only hope for
salvation.”

As her children encouraged her to
transform their bedtime stories into a
novel, Suma says she wanted to imbue
the stories with magic, but did not
want to go the way of so many other
books that invent their own language
to explain things. Instead, she decided
to develop many of the words in a way
that was inspired by the Cree language
— although some words have been
simplified for young eyes.

“I want anyone who speaks Cree to
be able to say, “Yeah, when I hear this
name, I know it is related to water or
earth’ or ‘this spelling makes sense.’
I don’t have all the right grammar in
terms of past, present, future and that
kind of thing — I just tried to make it
slightly simplified but still honour the
language and still be true.”

In some ways, however, still being
true was something of a battle.

She encountered a number of
publishers along the way who wanted
her water down the Cree elements,
deeming them “too complicated” but
she found a fit with indie publisher
Chicken House Press, they thought
her approach was “great and very
Canadian.”

“I think storytelling is underrated,”
says Suma. “There are teachers out
there who really understand this and
want to develop storytelling with their
kids, but I think storytelling is not just
something you do in English class. I
think our overall language level, literacy
level, vocabulary skill, all that is going to
help the youth of today, whatever they
go into, whatever their career is. It helps
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you express your ideas, your thoughts,
your feelings and, most importantly, it
allows you to convince other people to
buy into your idea and communicate
with them, especially if you want to
affect change.

“Storytelling in Aboriginal culture
is a really important thing. It’s how
they pass down history, it’s how they
communicate, and it’s a historic thing —
but I think, in modern-day, storytelling
can be a way to affect change and I wish
we would emphasize storytelling more
in our culture.”

Habitan: The Parallel Place will be
published by Chicken House Press in
August, and Suma will host a publication
launch party on Sunday, August 10.

For more information on the launch,
email Cheryl Skory Suma at cheryl.
suma@gmail.com.

Habitan: The Parallel Place will be
found wherever books are sold and,
Suma hopes, in public and school
libraries near you.
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Theatre Aurora presents a “Grand”
season of firsts for 2025-26

BY BROCK WEIR

Despiteentertaining Auroraresidents
for more than 60 years, Theatre Aurora
has managed to conjure up some firsts
and fresh offerings as they prepare to
mount their 2025-2026 season.

The season ahead, which begins

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAWY,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted
legal advice since 1983

September 19, combines a musical
revue, some time-honoured classics,
and one production five years in the
making — all building off the 2024-2025
season which saw record numbers flock
to the Henderson Drive theatre since
the global pandemic shuttered its doors.

“It’s a multifaceted kind of bringing
people in,” says Theatre Aurora Artistic
Director Judi Cragg. “We want new
people on our stage, we love the people
who come back, but we want new
people as well — and I would say in
the last two years, we’ve brought a lot
of new people to the theatre. It was a
great season, we really enjoyed it, and
we’re really looking forward to the next
season as well.”

As Cragg and Theatre Aurora
President Neill Kernohan began laying
the groundwork for the 2025-2026
season, they wanted to make sure there
was something for everyone, including
younger and  younger
performers alike, who so embraced
last year’s production of The Music
Man, and Anne of Green Gables: The
Musical, a highlight of the previous
season.

“I think 1t’s important to always
remember we are a community theatre
and in order to be a vital theatre and
keep going, we want to do well,” says
Cragg. “We want audiences to come in
and we want them to enjoy what we’re
putting on, but we also need to really
remember our cast and crew and all of

audiences
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The storm that night produced
35-foot waves and 60 mph
winds, overwhelming the ship
and leaving no survivors.

Moved by the story, Gordon
Lightfoot went on to write "The
Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald"—
a deeply emotional ballad that
remains a defining part of his legacy.
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the people who go into putting on our
shows — we want it to be great for them
as well. In addition to the children, we
have quite a number of actors who are
in their 60s and 70s, and at least one in
her 80s who are wonderful performers,
and when we’re thinking while we’re
choosing shows we’re looking at all of
these people. We want them to be happy
—1t’s an avocation for everyone.”

The season begins in earnest on
September 19 not with a play, and not
with what Theatre Aurora audiences
might expect from a traditional
musical, but a musical
celebrating the works of Rodgers &
Hammerstein.

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s A Grand
Night for Singing, which runs on select
dates and times through September
27, looks at the dynamic Broadway
duo’s works, great and small,
features selections from such shows
as The King & I, South Pacific, Me
& Juliet, and Allegro — among others.

It signals an earlier-than-usual
start to the Theatre Aurora season.

“We wanted something that would
be fun, but with a smaller cast and
easier to produce — not a full-scale
musical,” says Cragg.

Kernohan adds that Rodgers &
Hammerstein were, “the Lin-Manuel
Miranda of their time,” referring to
the accomplished creator of such
Hamilton and In the

revue

and

musicals as
Heights.
“Their shows
new and exciting, and people just
clamored to see every new show they
did,” he says. “We don’t remember
that as much anymore, that’s kind of
gone away, but the songs are beautiful,
they’re timeless, but there are twists
and turns here and there. Here, the
songs are sung in a different way —
there’s one old song from The Sound
of Music that doesn’t have nuns
singing it, but someone else! It does
play around a little bit, but it’s really
accessible, it’s uplifting, and I think
it’s going to showcase our talents.”
Music will also be in the air in
their second offering for the season

were innovative,
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— but in a very different way — as

Theatre Aurora presents its first
ever Pantomime just in time for the
holiday season.

Totally Scrooged! A
Carol Pantomime by Caroline Smith
runs November 28 to December 6,
brings the Christmas tradition to
life — fulfilling a long-held desire by
Theatre Aurora to stage a family-
friendly favourite like this.

“We wanted to get more kids
in to the theatre and we love the
fact Panto is so interactive,”

Christmas

says
Cragg. “It’s just going to be great
for the whole family. I used to take
my daughter, when she was young,
down to the Ross Petty pantomimes
in downtown Toronto and it was so
much fun for everybody, not just the
kids. I remember my daughter, her
friend and my friend sitting there
and we’d be laughing like crazy at the
innuendo-laden lines. The girls who
were five would be looking at us like,
‘Why are you laughing?” and we’d say,
‘Never mind. Never mind.” There’s
stuff in there for adults, there’s stuff
for kids, and everybody gets involved
in the crazy characters and just-for-
fun mayhem —
of music, but there’s lots of music.”

Totally Scrooged! loosely follows
the Charles Dickens classic but i1s
imbued with the music of the 60s,
70s, and 80s, rewritten to fit the story.

Auditions for the Panto are set to
begin next week and they hope to
bring in some of the kids who trod
the boards in Anne of Green Gables
and The Music Man, along with some
newcomers, into the production.

“We’re hoping it is going to be big
and people are really going to enjoy
it,” says Cragg,

1t’s not a classic kind

NEXT WEEK: The New Year kicks
off with a time-honoured and long-
loved comedy that has entertained
audiences across three centuries.

For more on Theatre Aurora’s upcoming
season, including tickets, visit theatreaurora.com
or call 905-727-3669.

Enjoy the journey

I'll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto
insurance quote today.

Richard Gong, Agent
905-727-6333

O Desjardins

Insurance
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Cool rain was no match for “Coldplay” at Concerts in the Park

A little rain couldn’t get in the way of Concerts in the Park on Wednesday, July 9, as the Town Park Band Shell hosted (clockwise from top right) X&Y: A Tribute to Coldplay. Music lovers dressed
for all means of weather and came armed with umbrellas and raincoats determined to enjoy the show! The Concerts in the Park Summer Series continues Wednesday, July 16 with Ultimate
80's and Wednesday, July 23, with Simply the Best: A Tribute to Tina Turner. Concerts take place each Wednesday at Town Park from 7 — 9 p.m. at Town Park. For a full lineup, visit aurora.ca/
summerconcerts. Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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CMHA, Six Nations community use Town
Park as backdrop to heallng

BY BROCK WEIR

The Canadian Mental Health
Association of York Region and
South Simcoe recently joined forces
with members of the Six Nations
community to foster a space for
healing — using Aurora Town Park as a
backdrop to a full day of learning.

Rise Above the Rest was
experiential workshop led by facilitators
of the Six Nations Community for
CMHA-YRSS staff and clients with a
focuson “empowering participants with
a deeper understanding of Indigenous
cultures, traditions, and worldviews —
fostering connection, awareness, and
pride across the Community.”

The workshop was the brainchild
of Sarah Caldeira, Program Lead for
the CMHA-YRSS’ Recovery College,
or, formally, the College of Health and
Wellbeing.

The intent, she says, was to
recognize the importance of “engaging
meaningfully with Indigenous
communities,” particularly with June
being National Indigenous History
Month.

“I thought it was the perfect time
to create that space for learning and
reflection, and the Recovery College
program is really about empowering
people to take charge of their recovery,

an
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AURORA'S LHHPEHT“ IN:THE PARK

Canadian Mental Health Association York Region South Simcoe (CMHA-YRSS) staff and clients gathered at Aurora Town Park for “Rise Above the
Rest,” an experiential workshop led by facilitators from the Six Nations community. The June 12 event, held during Indigenous History Month, focused
on empowering participants with a deeper understanding of Indigenous cultures, traditions, and worldviews—fostering connection, awareness, and

pride across the community.

wellness and wellbeing,” she says.
“Offering the Indigenous workshop
gave people a chance to learn about
Indigenous culture and history in a
really respectful and culturally-aware
way.

“I connected with facilitators from
Rise Above the Rest. They brought a
more deep and cultural understanding
to the and I thought it
was really important if it was an
Indigenous Workshop that it came
from Indigenous people, created that
authenticity from lived experience and
cultural knowledge.”

session,
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As the day unfolded, participants
were able to take part in a number
of Indigenous games, such as
lacrosse, which organizers say “got
people up and about laughing and
enjoying themselves,” as well as in
drum demonstrations, and to witness
traditional dances.

“One of the major highlights is
always around the music part of things,”
says Caldeira of both this initiative and
other programs which have focused
on Indigenous drumming on CMHA
camping trips. “When it comes to
the benefits, it really helps create a
more culturally-aware organization.
I think it’s really important when it
comes to Indigenous communities and
awareness that we strengthen those
partnerships and continue to do so. It’s
also important because we have a very
diverse clientele and I think it’s really
important to make sure we reflect the
diversity of the community that we
serve.”

CMHA-YRSS’ Jill Yeo echoes
these sentiments and notes there is
a therapeutic element to Indigenous
teachings as well.

Photo courtesy of CMHA-YRSS

“When we’ve had our camping trips
with the drumming, it hasn’t just been
a case of enjoyment; we own many,
many different drums and we have
drumming sessions, and the clients, I
feel, get so much out of the music in
itself — just being exposed to music,
listening to music, sharing music, and
it does have that therapeutic effect on
them,” she says. “There’s also that
spiritual effect with the drums. There’s
something about drums that really
bring out a lot of emotion with people
and we have seen that for several years
at any of our events where we’ve had
that with our clients.”

The CMHA-YRSS’ Indigenous
Affinity Group, adds Yeo, is always
working on community initiatives
and says they’re always looking for
volunteers — particularly from the
Indigenous community to help them
turther develop such initiatives.

“This workshop Sarah did was the
first time we’ve had this,” she says. “It’s
something that hopefully next June
we’ll be able to elaborate on and add
more and get more clients and staff
involved.”
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Week of July 17, 2025

Aurora Soccer Club’s Charity Day features two
engaging exhibition games to support Southlake

BY JIM STEWART

The Aurora Soccer Club (ASC)
hosted its Annual Charity Soccer
Day on Saturday afternoon at its
Industrial Parkway complex.

More than 200 spectators and
supporters watched Canada edge
The Rest of the World 1-0 in the lid-
lifter followed by Scotland’s thrilling
2-1 triumph over England in the
main event.

All four intrepid squads, comprised
of players ranging from 25-65
years of age, braved the sweltering
31-degree heat on the verdant south
pitch and manifested one of the
Club’s main objectives to “inspire
soccer for life.”

One of those players modelling
“soccer for life” was ASC President
Martin Ambrose who played for The
Rest of the World contingent.

Sporting Jersey #16 and surviving
his shifts in the July humidity,
Ambrose said he was pleased by the
success of the Club’s long-running
event.

“The tradition of this goes back
almost 40 years. We’re celebrating
the demographics of our teams and,
hopefully, we’ll continue to grow the
event. It really is a celebration of the
sport and there was some nice banter
between the teams throughout the
game.”

The hospitable Club President
was also satisfied to get back on the
field after a prolonged absence due
to injury and was happy to see three
members of the extended Ambrose
family suited up for the World side.

“My daughter Ciara was on the
field for the first time in five years
after recovering from a concussion.
Her fiancé Scott was back on the

field for the first time in vyears,
too. They’ve both been focused
on building careers while living in
Belfast, so they haven’t played at all.
I haven’t played for years as well due
to an Achilles injury. It felt tight out
there, but I've been cycling to stay in
shape. It was great to be back on the
field.”

In attendance
to watch the
was Aurora Sports Hall of Fame
honoured member Ed McNally who
played 37 games for Team Canada.

MecNally, who coached the
ASC Hearts to an Ontario Cup
championship in 2001, reflected
between matches at our midfield
table on how he built his upstart
squad from a membership comprised
of only 140 players.

“Winning with a club this size
was huge. When we were playing
and beating Toronto teams, we were
beating clubs that had memberships
over 1,000.”

The 2014 ASHoF Hall of Famer
has fond memories about his team’s
provincial championship and
third-place finish in the Nationals.

“We were a very close team and we
played so well together. We recruited
well and we were fit enough and
good enough. I also had a great
Assistant Coach and Manager John
Pickering who was so valuable to
the club. He treated our players like
they were professionals right down
to having their uniforms laid out for
them pre-game in the dressing room.
John organized us and was a big key
to our success.”

McNally, sporting his black
ASHoF cap and red ASHoF golf
shirt, was pleased to see the ASC’s
Charity Day growing.

with  Ambrose
exhibition games

1ts

“The best part of this event is
being with the people you grew
up with—so many have had great
careers. To do this annually over
the last 34 years is very satisfying. It
started in Newmarket, but we moved
it here to our fields and clubhouse
where it’s much better for fans and
players.”

Despite the friendly nature of the
two exhibition games that McNally
viewed on Saturday, both games
were hotly-contested, engaging, and
competitive.

The main event featuring England
versus Scotland was kicked off by
a range of dignitaries, including
Mayor Tom Mrakas, Sport Aurora
President Ron Weese, Aurora Sports

ATAA

AURORA TRANSIT AUTO GLASS

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Hall of Fame President Javed Khan,
as well as Ambrose and McNally who
gathered at midfield for the coin toss
and photos.

McNally, born in Paisley, Scotland,
sported a navy blue tartan tam and
flowing orange locks which filled
the Opening Ceremonies with much
merriment. Both anthems
played to celebrate the ancestry of
the respective players. “God Save the
King” was belted out by the English
players and a pipe band version of
“Flower of Scotland” stirred the
Scots.

The England-Scotland game is a
much-loved tradition at the Aurora
Soccer Club and spectators were

Continued on page 18
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TOWN OF AURORA
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION

The Town of Aurora is in receipt of the following Complete
Applications under the Planning Act:

APPLICATION: The Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-

law Amendment applications proposes to change the existing
employment uses to residential uses. The development proposes 183
dwelling units comprised of 3-storey townhouses. The development
proposes two access points off Addison Hall Circle which connect
into an internal private road.

PROPERTY: —
25 & 55 Addison Hall Circle
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: | Meties

Block 29 & 30 Registered i 5“**}96*

Plan 65M-4650 1 . !.arufs
APPLICANT: :- g B ! C‘--‘:-? ol ‘-E.‘_;l:’.

Aurora- Leslie Developments :
Ltd. ; !

FILE NUMBERS: : e T | o
OPA-2025-06 & ZBA-2025-06

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

All inquires regarding the proposed Official Plan and Zoning By-law
Amendments should be directed to Antonio Greco, of the Planning
and Development Services Department, at 365-500-3103 or at
agreco@aurora.ca.

Personal Information Collection Notice

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications
or presentations made to Town Council and/or its Committees under
the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, Chapter c.P.13,

as amended. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. M.56,

as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is
considered to be public record and may be disclosed to any individual
upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters,
faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you
should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated
with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on
the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and
any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code
or email address available to the public unless you expressly request
the Town to remove it. Questions about this collection should be
directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box

Catering,

Fresh tﬁder
& ] ho =

Foul % O
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1000, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 905-727-3123.
Dated at the Town of Aurora, this 17th day of July, 2025.
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Music was in the air again at Town Park on Saturday as the Aurora Farmers’ Market (TOP) hosted
the York Chamber Ensemble at the Band Shell. Their music entertained scores of Market-goers
throughout the day including (MIDDLE) Theatre Aurora’s Neill Kernohan who visited Cathy and
Lynn at the Catarina’s Kitchen booth, and (ABOVE) Sabrina, who was serving up churros and
empanadas to customers.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1

aurora.ca/publicnotices - 905-727-1375

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Cultural Centre to give sneak peek of new
gallery show at Farmers’ Market pop-up

r |

Rose Zhao is pictured hard at work in her studio. Art lovers will be able to see her create in person

this Saturday at the Aurora Farmers’ Market.

Rose Zhao’s work informed
by career as geologist

BY BROCK WEIR

Visitors to the Aurora Farmers’ Market
this Saturday will have the opportunity
to see a master at work as the Aurora
Cultural Centre hosts artist Rose Zhao in
a pop-up exhibition ahead of her gallery
show.

The work of Zhao, 88, forms the
basis of From Rocks to Brushstrokes,
which runs in the Cultural Centre’s
Great Hall Gallery from July 31
through October 30. The show, as the
name might suggest, charts Zhao’s
work as she turned to visual art after
a long career as a geologist in China
before she emigrated to Toronto, and
eventually Aurora.

The says Zhao “finds
beauty in all corners of the natural
world — the rocks and soil of the
earth, flowers, plants and animals, her
granddaughter’s pet chicken, the deer
outside her daughter’s house...” and
Market patrons will get to see what
sparks her creativity at Town Park on
Saturday from 11 a.m. to | p.m.

Zhao and the Cultural Centre first
connected at the Town of Aurora’s
Multicultural Festival back in 2023
and Gallery Manager Samantha
Jones says the Centre loves how Zhao
“embraces
context of Canada.”

“We hadn’t seen any submissions
before come in where a traditional
Chinese practice was being used as
well as also being displayed because
all of her paintings are displayed on
the traditional scrolls, which is a really
meticulous process and you’ll see that
in the exhibition,” says Jones of Zhao’s

Centre

her culture within the

Photo courtesy of the Aurora Cultural Centre

first display at the Centre, which came
as one of several participating artists
in their show Perennial Darkness. “We
thought it was so unique, especially
for the Cultural Centre.”

By the time it came to curate a solo
show, it may have been a tall task as
Zhao 1s estimated to have completed
more than 300 works over the years.
The resulting 75 works that will be
on show is the result of several studio
visits where the artist arranged her
works in four different groups, from
which five to 20 works were selected
from each.

“We want to show the wide breadth
of her practice, but at the same time
we want to show her journey coming
from China and then coming to
the States, because that’s where her
family had moved, and then coming
to Toronto and furthermore to
Aurora,” says Jones. “We have a focus
on artworks sort of documenting
that journey. We see works that were
created in Beijing, we also see works
that were created in New Jersey and
New York where her family had been
temporarily, and then we also have
work that was done more recently in
Aurora.

“You can see her evolution of
practice, but also her evolution just in
the last few years of transitioning to
North America and how that affected
her personality and her practice.”

One of her practices, shares Jones,
is a sheer love of painting in front of
people, which is where the idea for
the Aurora Farmers’ Market pop-up
came from.

“She likes to show the materials
she uses and also the amount of
work that goes into the practice,”
says Jones. “We decided that the best

way to really give our audiences an
understanding of what goes into her
painting practice is just to watch her
at work. Art i1sn’t meant to be just
confined onto walls. I think we need
to normalize the practice of doing
art more in public. It’s not meant to
be something that you do by yourself,
and I think there’s this idea that an
artist is supposed to be a recluse, that
they’re in their studio and then they
show in galleries, and that’s it.
“We’re in a time right now, I think,
where we’re still recovering from the
COVID-19 pandemic and we’re still
craving socialization and I think more
than ever we need to see art done
outdoors and the liveliness outdoors

to keep bringing people out, just
cherishing being around other people
and doing hobbies around other
people — and it will inspire people to
do their own thing as well, especially
in Aurora where we have a large and
growing Asian population. We want
those residents to see at the Aurora
Cultural Centre we’re showing art
that’s being done all around the world.
We have such a diverse population
and we want our residents to see that
in our programming.”

For more on Rose <hao’s From Rocks
to  Brushstrokes: A  Geologist’s Artistic
Transformation, visit auroraculturalcentre.
ca/from-rocks-to-brushstrokes.
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Region hopes to tap into community insight through
Resident Engagement Network

BY BROCK WEIR

The Region of York is hoping to
connect with residents — and connect
residents with each other — in a bid

to foster “safer, stronger, and more
caring communities across York
Region.”

The Resident Engagement

Network — or REN for short — was
formally launched by the Region on
June 26, with the tagline “Let’s REN-
ew our communities — together.”
The REN is a new initiative
under the Region’s Community
Safety  Wellbeing Plan  which
invites residents to “contribute
to community safety planning
through inclusive and collaborative

engagement,” says Jenna Dolly,
Program Manager, Community
Development, for the Region of
York.

“Residents play a really key role in

sharing lived experiences, providing
insights and working together to
help guide local solutions,” says
Dolly. “Sometimes we hear that folks
like to connect with folks that have
the same lived experiences as them,
understand their communities the
way that they do. It just helps to have
a friendly face and that connection
with folks that are as local as you
are.”

While Dolly says the Region does
its best with engagement, this is
an “intentional” effort to “ensure
that we can include all voices as we
refresh the plan.”

The Community Safety Wellbeing
Plan began to take shape around
2020 with four key focus areas
initially identified: Northern
Georgina, Central Newmarket,
South Central Richmond Hill and
South Central Markham. Through

consultations, each of the identified
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areas helped identify two priority
risks facing each area.

“It was mental wellbeing and
housing stability in Newmarket,
Richmond Hill and Markham, and
mental wellbeing and economic
stability in Georgina,” says Dolly.
“Through the refreshing of our plan
and our engagement, we’re asking
folks again what are these priority
risks that they feel the plan should
focus on? We’re also doing a refresh
of all our data so that we can layer
in what the data is telling us in terms
of local needs.”

As the group continues to take
shape, Dolly says, at its heart, it
will be “a group of volunteers and
resident leaders who will help collect
the feedback on what folks feel are
priorities in their neighbourhoods
relating to any priority risks.”

“During [the launch night] we
heard folks talk a little bit about
our current priority risks — mental
health, housing stability, economic
stability — but folks talked a lot
about building safer communities
by increasing a sense of belonging,

wanting more connected
communities, and things like that,”
she says. “After the information

session, we continue to engage folks
to be able to participate. [If they
would like] to participate, they can

visit York.ca/communityaction for
all of the different initiatives that
are happening
the plan. They’re also able to
follow York Region social media
channels. They can also participate
in our community action tables,
which have a variety of different
communication tools that they use
to connect with residents, their own
social media channels, newsletters
and who
communities
information.

“I would just encourage residents
that this is their opportunity to have
theirsay, tobe apartof our Community
Safety Wellbeing plan and to have
their feedback reflected in it. There’s
a variety of different approaches and
opportunities to get involved there.
You don’t always have to do things
in person. There’s a written survey,
so choose...the approach that you’re
most comfortable with and that you
feel that 1s most engaging and that
would reflect your voice the best and
then participate.”

The REN 1is open to all York
Region residents, but Dolly points
out “participation is encouraged from
individuals with lived experience,
youth, seniors, newcomers, and
residents from diverse cultural and
linguistic backgrounds.”

currently under
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New Development Charge policies
approved by Region to address

housing concerns

BY BROCK WEIR

York Regional Council has
approved new Development Charge
(DC) policies aimed at addressing the
housing crisis.

Among the key changes is a
deferral in DCs — that is,
that developers are required to pay
municipalities to account for a strain
on infrastructure due to growth —
in several key areas, including a
deferral for non-luxury rental units,
as long as they operate as rental
units for a minimum of 40 years
before their use changes; a deferral
for ground-related development and
deferring payment for hard-service
development charges like water and
wastewater until the Region issues its
first building issuance; on high-rise
buildings for their first two years;
and more.

“We have continued taking
necessary steps to create a more
inclusive and accessible housing
market for residents in the Regional
Municipality of York,” said Regional
Chair Eric Jolliffe in a statement.
“While we consistently work with
our partners of
government on advocacy efforts for
this important work, there are actions
we can proactively put in place at a
Regional level by way of development
charge deferrals and incentives and
prioritize those struggling to find and
keep housing.”

Additional
a first-time

money

in senior levels

include

DC-

measures
homebuyers’

equivalent rebate for new homes up
to $1.5 million, “passing savings to
homebuyers to take effect pending
receiptof new dedicated funding from
provincial and federal governments
to fully offset costs”;
flexibility for developers providing
upfront financing for infrastructure;
modernizing security requirements
to accept Pay on Demand Surety
Bonds for DC deferral agreements;
and new redevelopment measures to
encourage the “prompt demolition
of derelict buildings.”

“This persistent effort is crucial
as we implement timely updates to
development charges in the Region,”
said Township of King Mayor
Steve Pellegrini, Chair of Finance
and Administration. “Development
charges are an important tool to
produce infrastructure needed to
support any new development. We
look forward to hitting the ground
running with these incentives to
help encourage a variety of housing
options to the
landscape.”

Regional Council members took
a final sweep of the DC changes
in a lengthy meeting at the end of
June,
focused on the intent of terms used
within the motions that were up for
consideration.

Concerns were also raised about
the financial 1mpacts deferring
Development Charges would
ultimately have on the Region and
its reserve funds.

increasing

improve current

where much of the debate

Puzzle No.TAJULY1025 - Solution in Classifieds

1. Resorts

11. Matched

16. Type of leaf

17. Preparatory
19. Walk heavily

23. Lump in yarn

25. Too
26. Foot (Latin)

27. Afflicts
29. Smoothed

31. Mind (Greek)

CLUES ACROSS

5. One point south of southwest
9. Musical performances

13. Four-footed animal part
15. Express severe disapproval of

21. Succulent plants
22. Rectangle of grass

33. Tampa ballclub

34. Semitic language

36. Sheltered sides

38. Ocean

39. Electronic point of sale
41. Thrust a knife into

43. 12th month (abbr.)

44. Ringworm

46. Father of Aoris (Greek myth.)
48. Fighting back

52. Cease to exist

53. Insects in adult stage

9. Kills

1. Goes bad

2. Yard structure

3.They

4. Marine invertebrate

5. European river

6. Office supplies firm

7. Physically abused

8. Service stations in Australia

10. Liquid body substances
11. Particular to a given individual 43. Negligible amount
12. Brave or noble act
14. Sicilian city

CLUES DOWN

26. Monetary unit of Spain
28. Guarantees

30. Coloring materials

32. Reddish browns

34. Square measure

35. Will not

37. Canned fish

38. Appeared

40. Six (Spanish)

42. Took off

45. Posts in a Greek temple
47. Witnesses

54. Freestanding sculpture 15. Conqueror 49. Phil _, former CIA
18. Elected officials 50. Places to park

36. Caps 20. Type of “pig” 51.Gi

57. Repents - VP pig - uns

58. Brown and Wallace are two
59. Moved quickly

24. Drop of viscous substance

55. Dance to pop music
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THZNGS... you ought to know

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16

Aurora’s Concerts in the Park summer series continues
this evening. From 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in Aurora Town Park,
experience the Ultimate 80s: “Flashback to the era of
legends — Madonna ruled the dance floor, Michael Jackson
lit up the stage, Prince redefined cool and Whitney Houston
hit notes we’re still chasing. This show is your backstage
pass to the decade that changed music forever! Produced
by George St. Kitts.” While enjoying the music, treat
yourself to a variety of food vendors and licensed beverages
available for purchase. Concert is free to attend, however
if you are able, to bring non-perishable food donations to
support the Aurora Food Pantry. Bring your cozy blankets
and lawn chairs, gather your friends, and immerse yourself
in an atmosphere of musical joy and celebration!

SATURDAY, JULY 19
The Aurora Farmers’ Market will take place at Town Park
today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series continues

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

CENTRAL VACUUM

tonight at Town Park from 6 - 9 p.m. Tonight’s
entertainment: Simply the Best: A Tribute to Tina Turner,
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. “Karen Durrant brings Tina Turner
to life in a powerhouse performance packed with hits,
high energy and heart. It’'s more than a tribute - it’s a rock
and roll revival.” Available for purchase, enjoy a variety
of delicious food vendors and licensed beverages. Concert
is free to attend, however if you are able, to bring non-
perishable food donations to support the Aurora Food
Pantry, it would be appreciated. Remember to bring your
lawn chair and blanket!

FRIDAY, JULY 25
The Aurora branch of the Royal Canadian Legion will host
its annual Christmas in July lunch from 11.30 a.m. to 2
p.m. Tickets in advance for $25 per person. Come dressed
festive and enjoy a traditional turkey dinner and some fun
and games.

SATURDAY, JULY 26
The Aurora Farmers’ Market hosts Customer Appreciation
Day at Town Park today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

CONCRETE & INTERLOCK

MAPLE VAC

T 2414 Major Mackenzie Dr., Vaughan

& Low or no suction .
& Won't power onfoff

) |

2 (905) 832-8227

# In-home service by trusted technicians & All makes & models
# Family-owned and operated for 30+ years

A Proudly serving Vaughan « Aurora « King « Caledon

CLEANERS

“+ CENTRAL VACUUM PROBLEMS?
We will come to you and fix it fast.
Are you experiencing any of the following?

Laud or unusual noise
Bu rl‘liﬁg or electrical smell

¥30%
LN

- Walkways

n

- Supplied

CONMCRETE & HAULAGE LTD.

647-891-0937

Concrete / Interlock
- Curbs

Fiherglass Pools
- Installed

Excavation / Demolition
FREE ESTIMATES

CREMATION

SATURDAY, JULY 30
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series continues
tonight at Town Park from 6 - 9 p.m. Tonight’s entertainment:
No Sugar Tonight: A Tribute to The Guess Who, Burton
Cummings, and BTO, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. “Celebrate the
iconic sounds of Canadian rock legends with a show full of
classic hits and unforgettable melodies. Pure Canuck rock
nostalgia.” Available for purchase, enjoy a variety of delicious
food vendors and licensed beverages. Concert is free to
attend, however if you are able, to bring non-perishable food
donations to support the Aurora Food Pantry, it would be
appreciated. Remember to bring your lawn chair and blanket!

ONGOING

Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les ADULTES
/ 18+ (des francophones aux débutants capables de
converser) - qui cherchent a mettre en pratique leurs
compétences Conversationnelle en francais. Over Zoom
with a nominal fee of $2.50. RSVP by visiting meetup.
com/Partagez-le-francais. For more information, email
partagez.york@outlook.com.

* k k %

Support AbuseHurts” Delivering Hope Full Circle Program textile
recycling and donation program. In the current COVID climate,
a greater number of people are wanting to donate or get rid of
unwanted items, increasing the need for more outlets being
available to receive the items. This program will provide a
convenient way for people to donate or get rid of used/unwanted
clothing, blankets, linens and furniture and will help lessen
the amount of items ending up in landfills. Materials that were
previously perceived as waste will now be seen as a valuable
resource further encouraging redistribution. The items will be
recycled in the following ways: To be given to individuals who are
survivors of violence and are transitioning from shelters into new
homes; To be sold in our store; To be sold to a textile recycler, which
makes for an ongoing source of funding for Abuse Hurts enabling
them to provide their services to the thousands of people that
require them each year. When and Where: Monday and Wednesday,
every week, 10 a.m. — 4 p.m., with 30-minute time slots — only
1 drop off per time slot. If you do not have an appointment, we
cannot accept your donation. The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is
located at 1208 Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading
dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off time slot.

EXTERIOR CLEANING & WINDOWS

RE

WINDOWS & HOME

Exceptional window
& eaves cleaning
interior - exterior - commarcial

(647) 393 7397
info@rexwindows.ca
Contact for a free quote

- Patios - Walls

EXTERIOR STUCCO

D@D STUCCO

ORS

EXTER

TOPMAX
Cleaning
e Services
RELIABLE PROVIDERS

Call for a

ESTIMATE

Our Services: OFFICE « MEDICAL e DAYCARE
COMMERCIAL « JANITORIAL

647 333 3760

Roadhouse & Rose

FUMERAIL HOME

7{? Call us
( _formore  « Dignified
m . g,!: information « Regpecty

Affordable Cremation Services

® |nexpensive

* Custom Homes * Renovations

* Licensed and Insured « 25+ Years Experience
Phone: 416-989-0417 Email: info@padexteriors.ca

* Repairs/Replacements

www.padexteriors.ca

CONCRETE DEMOLITION SAFETY
We handle

@ Petra Concrete /2 nancle

DRIVEWAYS . PORCHES e BASEMENTS o GARAGES

Servicing the GTA & Southern Ontario

SUNSET BEECH| WERDEGEIINT

RENOVATION

a4 6-54654

CALL
. . . . to make your
DO YOU HAVE Residential | Commercial | Industrial appointment
Health and Safety Consultin
SUNKEN CONCRETE? exterior Mechanical Demoltion CARE | 62194530
Interior Selective Manual Dismantling J&ﬁgﬁcsg 41 6-625-4441

Fully Insured & Bonded

sales@safealliancedemolition.com
P.O. Box 66, King City, Ontario L7B 1A4

437-882-5464 416-799-6994

DRIVEWAY PAVING

Pruning » Removals
Consulting « Bracing « EAB

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.

“We raise sunken concrete”

DO NOT REPLACE

ASA

e e LANDSCAPING/RENOVATION
Of Replacement Tar and Chip
is an economical
s Call Today For A ARI st o s Zonta
J Y Free Estimate! l country appearance, .
L CHITP oo rovides Landscaping @
m.lmm.na e 1 -am-zao-TTTH Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, if] a iOIu(tjiopn ttt(]) rIUtS & Renovating "
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes. washout an otholes. Fencing
tarandchip.ca - info@tarandchip.ca * 647.456.2010 Decking PLEASE
Interlocking
ELECTRICIAN Stone Work RECYCLE
gw Kwik Kurb THIS PAPER.
DANIEI.’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION Basements
fhd m Electrical Lights * Chandeliers Flooring 1/ )
FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS Ll LLLE 1L Ceiling Fans « Tracklights * Repairs Pathrooms ‘o W
PTASS 25, Cable Light « Clean Chandeliers, Etc. we
H CHRA S (647) 668 4949 ; (/24
7‘? f 2 2 ; ;7 Established 2001 a
‘O‘ 7 ; , wl can v ! . Cell: 416-456-5336 | dagwtw5@gmail.com zlr.ca

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT 905 727 3300 EXT 102
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Aurora Soccer Club’s Charity Day
features two engaging exhibition games

to support Southlake

From page 13
bedecked in Scottish and English
flags and jerseys. The ardent fans
took their place on the bleachers,
umbrella tables, fence
shaded benches. A brisk westerly
breeze and  strategically-placed
misting fans saved the spectators and
players from the oppressive humidity.

The first half was scoreless largely
due to the heroics of Scotland’skeeper
Stuart Watterson who flew in from
Glasgow for the game. Watterson
frustrated the daylights out of Coach
Alan Dean’s crew. However, ASC
Hearts star Colin Kilner gave the
England fans something to cheer
about early in the second half. The
talented attacker got loose off the left
wing, dribbled through two Scottish
defenders, deked Watterson, and
chipped the ball into the yawning
cage to give England a 1-0 lead.

The Scottish side pressed for the
equalizer and hemmed in the English
at the East end of the pitch.

A beautiful cross from Harris
McLucas off the left wing set up a
brilliant header by Alec Mackrell

rails, and

SUPPORT
LOCAL

SMALL
BUSINESS

PAINTING

TOP QUALITY

GUARANTEED
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE o AURORA RESIDENT

416-520-6252

PAINTING & HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FOUR SEASONS PAINTIN
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

fourseasonsrenos@

PEST CONTROL

GOT MICE?

647.200.2687.

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

- RESIDENTIAL
- COMMERCIAL -
- INDUSTRIAL - '-
INSTALLATIONS @_
SERVICE - DELIVERY

Please Inquire
About Our
Senior Services
& Discounts.

professional hardworking guys
5% 'OFF PAINTING PROJECTS
TILING ® WASHROOM /KITCHEN RENO e INTERLOCK RELEVEL

FENCES e ROOF REPAIRS/TROUGHS » FOUNDATION PARGING
ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING  CONCRETE REPAIRS

Call Claudio 416-723-4860 or, 905-727-0862
gmail.com

PEST / ERRO..

Servicing All of Your Pest Control Needs, Call:

“Carling Propane Inc.

24 HOUR SERVICE
865 952- 0145

CARLING PROPANE INc.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

that beat England’s keeper Barry
Kilner. Mackrell’s nugget off his
noggin tied the score and capped off
a sustained series of scoring chances
by the Scots.

Coach Paul Cunningham’s blue-
clad Scottish side took the lead
minutes later when Ciara Ambrose—
playing her second game of the
afternoon — fired a bullet off the
right wing from 15 yards into the net
past Kilner.

Ambrose’s
St.
enthusiasts, including five spectators
who joined the players’ on-field
celebration.

Ambrose described her game-
winning goal: “There was a fumbled
ball, then a ricochet and I took a
touch and then put it inside the post.
It felt great, especially hearing and
seeing all the fans going crazy.”

For her late-game clutch goal,
Ambrose was voted Player of the
Match.

The Player of the Match in Game
One was Team Canada goaltender
Jithin “JJ” Jerard who kept his squad

elated the
Flag-waving

marker

Andrew’s Cross

Build/Repair Fences

Build/Repair Decks

BIG OR SMALL GIVE US A CALL!
(Free Estimates) 647-287-7168

RENOVATIONS/REMODELING/BATHROOMS
STRONOR

BATHWORKS

ﬁw.slronorbathworks.com

in the contest with a series of brilliant
saves.

After a hard-fought, scoreless first
half, the Rest of the World team
pressed its territorial advantage in
the second half and two big saves by
Jerard kept the white-clad squad off
the scoresheet.

Jerard’s  counterpart
World  net—Harry
was particularly busy in the second
half, too, repelling three scoring
opportunities by
until Domenico Gullo booted a low,
stealthy shot along the turf and
inside the right post to give the red-
clad nationals a 1-0 lead. Bezrucho
and Jerard shared Player of the
Match honors.

A key factor in the opening game
was the World’s disallowed goal late
in the second half by Sam Bawab
whose top shelf marker bulged the
twine and seemed to tie the game.

After officials ruled it was off-side,
the World squad’s vociferous fan
base disagreed vehemently. It was a
tough one to accept for Bawab who
characterized the disallowed goal as

the
Bezruchko--

in

Team Canada

RENOVATIONS/FENCES/DECKS

“The turning point.”

“I got around the defender and
posted him so I could get space. It
went top corner.”

Despite the disappointment of the
disallowed goal, Bawab was pleased
with the quality of the game.

“Overall, it was a good, spirited
game. Great competition out there
and it was an edgy game, too. Both
teams wanted to win. Since it was a
friendly, I didn’t argue much about
the disallowed goal. If that was
a league game, I would have got
carded.”

The ASC’s Charity Soccer Day—
after much passion and athleticism
on the field — closed with camaraderie
in the clubhouse and pleasantries
on the patio. The BBQ) buffet was
enjoyed by fans and players who
donated $5 per plate to Southlake
Health.

The 71-year-old sports
organization lived up to its mission
statement by inspiring active

community and connections through
its myriad concessions and draws on
Saturday in support of Southlake.

TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE

CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050
WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

BORA

TREE SERVICE

WASTE DISPOSAL

Over 25
B Years Experience

(416) 996-8225

RENT/BIN
=

416-702-2467

Your trusted
LOCAL WASTE

DISPOSAL service

orders@rentabin.com | Rentabin.com

WATER

MMk %m

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

>
o

e con minke - dffoonc

RENOVATIONS/REMODELING/LANDSCAPE

A&A IDEAL RENOVATION

Home Remodeling ¢ Electrical ® Plumbing
Kitchen & Bathrooms e Finished Basement
All Flooring Work e Drywall e Painting
Deck & Fences e Landscaping

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TA

CHLORINE?

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:

¢ Chlorine

¢ Chloramines
* THMs

* Pesticides & Herbicides
* Taste & Odour

Walter @Depot UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!

WATER AT 1TS BEST

15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

Fully licensed and insured. One year warranty on all labour. NO JOB TOO SMALL!

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT 905 727 3300 EXT 102

"AD

/
(

N Ifyou are reading

this ad, our

,  advertising works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL 905-727-3300 EXT 102
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AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

2 BEDROOM APT AVAILABLE
AUGUST 1ST. All inclusive. No
Pets, No smoking — Hockley Village.
For more information, please call:

416-407-4352

BUILDINGS FOR RENT

WE PAY CASH FOR SCRAP
vehicles any size. We also buy
t}y construction and equip-

ment. Open 7 days a week. Call
905-859-0817 (Peter)

farm

Jjobs: SERVICES

APARTMENT FOR RENT SERVICES

NOTICE OF PASSING

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

SHERWOOD

— MAINTENANCE GROUP —

+ Arborist Reports & Plans
* Tree & Shrub Appraisal
+ Urban Tree Removal

+ Storm Debris Clean-Up

+ Aerial Pruning

+ Canopy Maintenance
+ Planting & Fertilizing

+ Storm Risk Prevention

Fully trained & insured with leading

A techniques & equipment A
647-400-6998 | 647-338-8733

smgtrees@gmail.com www.smgtrees.com

ALL JUNK

In Loving Memory
Colin Campbell Mackay Sherwood
February 11, 1936 - February 5, 2025

Colin Campbell Mackay Sherwood passed away on February 5, 2025, just days before
his 89th birthday. He is lovingly remembered by his devoted wife and soulmate of 65
years, Dorothy, along with their children: Stephen (Elizabeth), Michelle (Andy), Lisa, and
Sandy (Todd).

He was a proud and caring grandfather to Shane, Steven, Amanda, Dale, Anthony, Jesse,
Zackary, Robert, Kaylee and Joseph and a joyful great-grandfather to fourteen great-
grandchildren. Family was Colin’s greatest joy and deepest pride.

Born on February 11, 1936, in Toronto, Colin was a man of great character, warmth, and
charm. For much of his life, he called Aurora Home, where he and Dorothy raised their four
children.

Colin lived a full and meaningful life. He enjoyed a long and successful career with IBM,
where he was respected not only for his intelligence and dedication, but also for his integrity
and kindness. He formed lifelong friendships through his work, always ready to lend a
helping hand or share a laugh.

He had a deep appreciation for music and especially loved the timeless sounds of artists
like Frank Sinatra, Count Basie, and many more.

Colin was also a gifted storyteller. Whether gathered around the dinner table or during a
quiet moment on the porch, he had a way of captivating those around him with tales from
his youth. His stories will be lovingly remembered and retold for generations.

Colin’s legacy is one of joy, compassion, generosity, and deep love. He leaves behind not
only cherished memories, but a powerful example of how to live with heart. His laughter,
his stories, his music and his presence will be missed beyond measure, but his spirit will
live on in all who knew and loved him.

REMOVAL

BASEMENTS e YARDS
GARAGES * GENERAL CLEAN-UPS
SMALL MOVES » 0DD JOBS

+ [HANDYMAN

e PROJECTS
INTERIOR * EXTERIOR

N 3O YearsLiperience

FREE ESTIMATES
Painting & Repair

Johu: 647-671-5179

STORAGE AVAILABLE: 20 yard sea can container
for storage located in Nobleton. Safe location. For more
information, please call 905-859-0817

Very Reasonable Rates
Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:

416-876-2219

11T WANTED !l
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!
416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

Thanks to Our
Newspaper
Carriers

We appreciate your dedicated
service to our publication and
our community.

ATTENTION
CARRIERS

Apply Today!
KIDS, ADULTS, SENIORS
EARN SOME EXTRA MONEY!
Deliver THE AURORAN.
Routes available in your area.

Email your name and address
to denise@Ipcmedia.ca

Think you can sell?

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

» Sell advertising in our local community newspapers across
numerous regions for maximum growth

» Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and
supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

EXPECTATIONS:

* Have a positive attitude
» Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
o Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

NEWSPAPER

In Print & Online
denise@Ipcmedia.ca
www.theauroran.com

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:

» Sales Driven

» Great Personal Skills

* Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate

e Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets

e Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.

EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@Ipcmedia.ca

LONDON
PUBLISHING cone

PUZZLE SOLUTION




20 THE AURORAN | JULY 17, 2025

@& HYUNDAI'

.rShlft IntO DI’IVG Signature

,' & Hyundai Sales Event Certified Dealer

HYUNDAI

Finance from

o on select
0 /ﬂ IONIQ 6 models *

+s7,000

bonus on all 2025 IONIQ 6 *

£ % Fnonics from (e and raceive o $7.000 bonos on of 10NIG 6 modéls. Offers valid on sclect
| Lin-stock-medels for g Bmited time. Subjeat to credit appival. Conditicns apoly,
+ 2 e dealer lor complate defoils, :

Finance from

‘I on select
0 9% KOMNA models *

Includes 0.5% loyalty rate reduction for qualifying customers *

+$2,000

bonus on all 2025 KOMNA Electric *

- ur fra :}.4'33 b ot EOL 5, AR ity o O ‘3 e ety rescurton Toe .
L ﬂ-'-g':r {Ers _..-: afl fJ(JIJ bonus .=_'-.i')hh'+ Elegiric 'rc:-':‘s anselect “r 277
ocl- t T -:{ Hons 6 :>1.- Ewr_q rrrrrrrr .::' ----- L%

Finance from

3 49 on select
/ﬂ' TUCSON models *

alty rate reduction for qualifying customers *

+:1,000

bonus on all 2025 TUCSON Plug-in Hybrid *

froem 3,48 on galect TUCION-mbdals, dluding a 0.5% ioyalty, mte reductio
aligiyle-customens, PRt a8t o 51,000 Bohus an all 2025 THESOM Plyg-in HiGrid .
- . i
2400 Aits, ConditionSapaly- S dealker for detod,

~OFFERSEXPIREJUNE 30, 2025

WE BUY USED CARS
WE'LL PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE,
EVEN IF YOU DON'T BUY ONE OF OURS.

WARM SMILES.
5-STAR SERVICES.

Join the hundreds of satisfied 4 6 ‘ 850"'

GOOGLE REVIEWS
customers who have experienced
our exceptional service and quality!

HYUNDAI  (905)841-8190 |
OF AURORA 305 Wellington St E, ‘m-... - i

www.hyundaiofaurora.com Aurora, ON |L4G 6C3 OF AURORA

Bayview Ave.

Buying a car from Hyundai of Aurora is simple, quick, and transparent
speak to one of our product advisors today!
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Senior Account Executive
ZACH SHouB
zach@lpcmedia.ca

Account Executive
KAREN NEMET
karen@Ipcmedia.ca
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DIANE BUCHANAN
diane@auroran.com

Art Director
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MARCIA WALTER

+ ASSOCIATES

Marcia Walter | Broker

Mobile 416-707-5285
Office 905-939-2000
marcia@marciawalter.com

ROYAL LEPAGE
S {1

Royal LePage RCR Realty, Brokerage
independently owned and operated.

ENGEL&VOLKERS

dimatteoteam.com
REALTORS

Andrew Di Matteo
416-886-0411

Robert Di Matteo
416-738-4195

BUYING OR SELLING + CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
Extensive « Domestic + Global « Exposure

Serving York Region with over 30 years of combined experience.

Your Local

5,

Res| Estate Edgé;‘,“

In the dynamic world of real
estate, where global trends
meet local nuances, one
team stands out for its unique
blend of hyperlocal expertise
and international reach:
Khalen Meredith and

Kim Nichols, with Sotheby's
International Realty.

leverages the prestige and powerful network

of Sotheby's while maintaining an unwavering
commitment to the communities of Aurora and King
Township, particularly in the specialized realm of
country real estate.

This article delves into how meredithenichols

For many years, our team has been deeply rooted
in the fabric of Aurora and King Township. We've
witnessed the evolution of these vibrant communi-
ties, from the charming historic homes nestled on
tree-lined streets in Aurora to the sprawling estates
and picturesque farms that define the King Township
countryside. This isn't just our market; it's our home.
We live here, we work here, and we've raised our
families here, which happens to include many ca-
nine and equine members! This intimate connection

AMAZING ACREAGE - BONUS SHOP & APT.!!

Incredible property with 5.59 acres with pond and beautifully
cleared and tastefully treed areas! Special features include

lovely, 3+ 1 bedroom home w/ reno'd kitchen and bathrooms &

2 car garage and special bonus separate workshop with two-
piece bathroom Plus self-contained renovated apartment over

top of workshop! Just minutes to Newmarket and all amenities!

fosters a level of understanding that goes beyond
market statistics — it’s about knowing the best schools,
the hidden trails, the local businesses, and the unique
character of each neighbourhood.

Our hyperlocal knowledge is particularly invaluable
when it comes to country real estate. This special-
ized segment of the market demands a nuanced ap-
proach, far different from urban residential sales. It
requires an understanding of zoning bylaws for agri-
cultural land, well and septic systems, conservation
authority regulations, and the intricacies of severances
and easements. We've spent years cultivating rela-
tionships with local professionals who specialize in
the understanding of rural properties. This extensive
network, combined with our firsthand experience in
valuing and marketing equestrian properties, hobby
farms, and vast land parcels, ensures that our clients
receive unparalleled guidance, whether they are buy-
ing a serene rural retreat or selling a multi-acre estate.

While our roots are firmly planted in Aurora and
King Township, our reach extends across the globe,
thanks to our affiliation with Sotheby's International
Realty. This isn't merely a brand name; it's a testament
to a legacy of luxury, integrity, and unparalleled ser-
vice dating back to 1744. For our clients, this means
access to a level of marketing excellence that is simply
unmatched in the industry. Sotheby’s International
Realty is renowned for its sophisticated, high-quality
collateral, from stunning professional photography
and videography to exquisitely designed and capti-
vating digital presentations. Each property, regard-
less of its price point, is presented with an artistry
and attention to detail that truly sets it apart.

JUST LISTED IN SUTTON!!

Brand new built and never lived in - don't miss this amazing and stunning

2865 sq. ft. Executive 4 bedroom home on a generous lot backing onto trails
and river!! Beautiful neutral decor throughout with lovely hardwood on main

floor with 9 ft ceilings, huge family size kitchen open to wonderful great
room wifireplace o/looking back yard and treed areas! 3 ensuite bathrooms
on 2nd level plus bonus office on main floor! Wow - call today to view!

32 Deer Pass Road, Sharon

Fully Upgraded 4 + 2 Bedroom Modern Family home with In-law
Suite! Features an ideal Open-Concept Floor plan with $100k of luxury
upgrades and landscaping! Call for a tour or Visit www.32deerpass.ca

7,1 M 905-715-6539 1)

g R

The power of the Sotheby's International Realty net-
work goes far beyond beautiful marketing materials.
It provides an extraordinary international reach and
referral capability that is a game-changer in today’s
interconnected world. Imagine a discerning buyer
in London, New York, or Hong Kong searching for
a unique country estate or an elegant family home
near Toronto. Through Sotheby's extensive global
referral network, their agent can seamlessly connect
them with our team. Our listings are showcased
on the highly trafficked and award-winning site
sothebysrealty.com, a global platform that attracts
millions of visitors worldwide, ensuring maximum
exposure to a qualified audience. This international
exposure is particularly beneficial for our clients
selling properties in Aurora and King Township,
as it opens up a vast pool of potential buyers who
might otherwise never discover these hidden gems.

The strength of meredithenichols lies not only in
our individual expertise but also in our collaborative
team approach. With many years of collective expe-
rience in the real estate industry, our team brings a
unique set of skills and perspectives to the table. This
collaborative synergy ensures that every client bene-
fits from a comprehensive and well-rounded strategy,
whether they are navigating a complex negotiation,
seeking expert advice on property valuation, or need-
ing guidance through the legalities of a transaction.
We believe that two heads are better than one, espe-
cially when dealing with the intricacies of real estate.
Our combined experience allows us to anticipate
challenges, provide creative solutions, and ultimately
deliver exceptional results for our clients.

In conclusion, for those looking to buy or sell real

INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY IN MOUNT ALBERT!

= T =

One of a Kind completely renovated almost 2600 sg. ft. century
home on approx. 4.66 acres within walking distance to “downtown”
Mt. Albert! Features a 2 car garage + bonus 40 x 80 foot workshop!
Absolutely stunning room after room w/so many unique & special

features such as cathedral beamed ceiling in spectacular kitchen, custom

entry room with high end cabinetry, 4 spacious bedrooms, 3 reno’d

bathrooms, large new laundry plus 2 amazing covered porches! WOW!!

MORTGAGE
MAN

|| | MARK

Making Mortgage Magic

WHY USE A MORTGAGE BROKER?

} Poor Credit

} Purchases } Debt Consolidation
) Investment Properties

) Refinance ) Home Equity Line
| WORK FOR YOU, NOT THE BANKS

10N 1 SERVICE

fO inct

CONTACT
MARK
SCIULLI

L. (416) 710-3661
S MARK.S@ROCKINC.CA
MORTGAGEMANMARK.CA

estate in Aurora and King Township, we provide,
along with Sotheby's International Realty, an unbeat-
able combination. We provide the deep, localized
knowledge that only true community experts possess,
coupled with the unparalleled marketing prowess,
global reach, and referral capabilities of one of the
world's most prestigious real estate brands.

When you choose meredithenichols, you're not just
hiring an agent; you’re partnering with a dedicated
team of experienced professionals who are commit-
ted to achieving your real estate goals, both locally
and globally.

If a property move is in your future, whether near or
far, please reach out to us to discuss how a partnership
with meredithenichols and Sotheby’s International
Realty Canada can bring about a successful outcome.

Written by: Khalen Meredith

Khalen Meredith

Broker &
Senior Vice President, Sales

¢ 416.318.4317
0416.913.7930

kmeredith@sothebysrealty.ca

Kim Nichols

Sales Representative &
Senior Vice President, Sales

€ 416.271.4100
0416.913.7930

knichols@sothebysrealty.ca

REAL ESTATE SALES REPRESENTATIVE

(Q/% 50 eAss 7[ mm&/-ma‘ﬂﬂm
m// estate %w‘mc&/ 24

905.898.1211 .416.520.3651

anitakotsovos@gmail.com
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RESALE HOMES IN KING CITY:

A market of opportunity and distinction

In the heart of York Region lies
King City—a community known

for its natural beauty, estate-style
homes, and refined small-town
charm. As the real estate market
evolves, one segment continues to
shine with both value and long-term
appeal: resale homes.

While new builds may grab head-
lines, resale properties in King City
offer an irreplaceable combination
of mature neighbourhoods, custom
craftsmanship, and established
community feel. And for today’s buy-
ers, that makes all the difference.

WHY RESALE HOMES STAND OUT

Resale homes in King City are anything but typi-
cal. These are homes built with care, often custom-
designed on expansive lots that can't be replicated in
newer subdivisions. From sprawling bungalows to
two-storey family estates, these homes boast charac-
ter, space, and architectural variety that’s hard to find
elsewhere.

They also offer the advantage of location—many nes-
tled in peaceful pockets close to top-rated schools,
parks, and local amenities. Mature trees, landscaped
gardens, and quiet streets are hallmarks of the area’s
most desirable resale properties.

A MARKET OF QUALIFIED BUYERS

The demand for resale homes in King City continues
to come from a mix of families upsizing, profession-
als moving out of the city core, and downsizers look-
ing for quality over quantity. Many are drawn to the
blend of rural tranquility and urban accessibility that
King City offers.

Today’s buyer is informed and intentional. They
know what they’re looking for, and many are spe-
cifically seeking out well-maintained resale homes
that offer immediate value—especially those with
finished basements, upgraded kitchens, or income-
generating potential.

$1,299,900

$998,900

In the TreeTops area of New Tecumseth
rare custom finished by builder 2940 sq
ft fotal finished living space two storey
home with an in-law suite in base-
ment with walkout to private patio

area 4+1 bed, 4

bath is a must see. Eﬁ *""*" '
:tr'l‘fd

rr.u,:fz

TreeTops features
Gt

activity park.

Elementary school,

walking paths and

nearby golfing.

Located in the POTL community of
Kingsmere this 2115 sq ft toal finished
living space Bungaloft has 5 bedroom
3 bath bungaloft has a Primary bedroom
suite and open concept kitchen,
Family room,
laundry and den
on main floor. the
Kingsmere pond
with walking path
and benchesis a
value added extra.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

A custom finished inside and
out 2100 sqg ft total living space
bungalow in Alliston Shows 10+
and is a walk-in ready home
has a legal apartment in the
basement. Within

walking distance EE’E‘ “_g;i@
to 2 schools, gk Eéﬁ
churches and west E,Qﬁ:ﬁ: 2 fE’ﬁ'*-:T:
Alliston shopping ;":"' E‘ﬁ'-if;‘{:ﬁ?:
complexes. @nj_,hmﬁ

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

A Raised Bungalow with three car
garage with almost 3000 sq ft of
total living space on a very large
lot in the quiet village of Everett
has potential for multi family living.
Close to Alliston,
Barrie, Camp
Borden and
Wasaga beach.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Ken Pratt CSP

Salesperson

CALL TODAY TO BOOK A SHOWING

Office: 905-936-2121 Direct: 705-796-6753

kenpratt@century21.ca « www.century21.ca/KenPraft

CENTURY 21

Heritage Group Ltd.

THE ADVANTAGE FOR SELLERS

If youre a homeowner in King City, now is an ideal
time to consider your position in the market. Well-
presented resale properties are selling at strong pric-
es, and with limited inventory, sellers are often bene-
fiting from shorter days on market and quality offers.
The Michele Denniston Real Estate Team brings
years of local experience and a deep understanding
of King City’s unique property landscape. We help
homeowners showcase the features that today’s buy-
ers value most—positioning your home for maxi-
mum return.

LET’S TALK RESALE STRATEGY

Our team doesn’t just list homes—we create strategic
marketing plans that highlight your property’s value
and attract serious, qualified buyers. From profes-
sional staging and photography to targeted online
and community exposure, we ensure your home
makes a lasting first impression.

King City’s resale market is thriving—but it’s also
nuanced. With the right team and the right strategy,
your home can stand out in all the right ways.

If you're thinking of selling—or simply want to under-
stand your home’s current value—connect with us to-
day. We're proud to serve King City with local insight,
proven results, and a commitment to excellence.

Glohal ReaghWith
Loeal Expertise

Versatile commercial property with 15'10" clear height,
spacious warehouse, and five sunlit office spaces.
Includes a large boardroom, kitchenette, and loft for
added functionality. Office area features air conditioning;
warehouse equipped with heaters and man door. Ideal
location near 400-series highways. Six dedicated parking
spots and strong lease income in place.

Set on over half an acre backing onto waterfront, this
charming 3 bed & 3 bath Oak Ridges home offers bright,
spacious rooms with hardwood floors and ceiling details.
Family room features a floor-to-ceiling brick fireplace and
pond views. Kitchen includes eat-in area. Primary bedroom
boasts a balcony and ensuite with jacuzzi tub. Additional
bedrooms are flooded with natural light. Lower level awaits
your finishing touches—renovate or rebuild!

Offering 914 sq. ft., this stylish 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo
features open-concept living with porcelain tile and
engineered hardwood floors. The kitchen boasts
stainless steel appliances, granite countertops, and walk-
out balcony with city views. Building amenities include
rooftop garden, fitness centre, piano lounge, and party
room. Includes 1 parking spot and 24-hour concierge.

DENNISTON

— REAL ESTATE GROUP

AVENUE

Experience the benefit of our bouthue approach and
worldwide reach that spans 5 continents and 50+ countries.

905.731.6060

Located in Aurora Heights, this bright and inviting home
features hardwood floors, crown moulding, and a cozy
family room with brick fireplace. Enjoy a renovated
kitchen with walkout, spacious primary suite with
custom closet, and a finished basement with rec room
and office. The private backyard offers lush gardens
and a multi-level deck—perfect for entertaining.

Over 4,500 sq. ft., this 4-bedroom, 7-bath home backs
onto a ravine with pond views. Features decks, walkways,
and space for pool and cabana. Classic Bordeaux style
with tile mosaics and LED walls. Includes two offices,
sensor cabinets, and butler's pantry. Primary suite with
ensuite and heated floors. Lower level with wet bar,
theater, sauna, and gym. Triple garage and smart controls.

e =
| Luxury Custom Stone Home $4 200 000
Over 8,000 sq. ft. of living space on 1.2 acres with western
exposure. Features traditional finishes, solid oak doors, and

Marley roof. Spacious rooms include cherry wood kitchen,
elegant living and dining with marble floors. Primary suite

with walk-ins, balcony, and spa ensuite. Resort-style
grounds with pool, tennis & bocce ball courts, patios, and
decks. Finished lower level with wet bar, sauna, and storage.
Four-car garage and circular driveway with ample parking.

CALL US TO LEARN HOW OUR 35+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE ALLOWS US TO DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE THAT CONSISTENTLY GENERATES THE BEST RESULTS IN ANY MARKET CONDITION

Christopher Fusco
Broker of Record/Team Leader
416-301-4878
cfusco@avenuerealty.com

AVENUE

TL

Emily B. Fusco
Broker/Team Leader
905-737-6060
efusco@avenuerealty.com

kw EMPOWERED
REALTY

KELLERWWILLIAME




SUMMER

renovation projects that
can add value to your home

ey Summer is a time to stretch your legs and enjoy the warm
weather with your family and friends. During this time, many
people are also looking to make upgrades to their home.

hether you’re looking to add more value to
Wyour home, make a few eco-friendly im-
provements or simply maximize your enjoy-
ment, there’s a renovation project for everyone. Give

your home a breath of new life with these summer
renovation projects that can add value to it.

@ UPDATE THE INTERIOR

« If you're looking to undertake some bigger proj-
ects, first consider whether you have the necessary
skills and experience to execute the project or if you
should hire a professional. If you need to hire a pro-
fessional, be sure to do your research beforehand and
choose a contractor you feel comfortable with.

« If you plan on starting with the kitchen or bath-
room, items like kitchen tiles, custom cabinets or
countertops could take months to arrive, so make
sure to order these in advance if you are on a tight
timeline. Use quality materials and make upgrades
consistent with the rest of the home.

« Repainting the interior in more neutral tones can
go a long way. Cleaning up any scuff marks or filling
small holes can bring your walls back to life.

« Consider updating your decor such as the light-
ing, fixtures and countertops and replace or refinish
worn flooring to modernize your home.

@ SPRUCE UP THE OUTSIDE OF YOUR HOME

« Summer is the best time to replace any shingles
on your roof that are broken or loose to avoid water
leaks. Have a maintenance professional inspect all
walls for any cracks that need to be sealed to keep
water out and avoid major damage.

« If you'e tired of seeing a sad-looking fence, it
might be time to explore waterproofing or staining.

« Install exterior lighting to brighten up walkways
and the front of your home.

@ ECO-FRIENDLY CHANGES
« Invest in new insulation and draft-sealing to help
save on the energy you're using to heat or cool.

o Make the switch to LED lightbulbs throughout
your house. On average they last about 10 years and
are around 85 per cent more energy efficient than in-
candescent bulbs.

o Install energy-efficient windows to save on heat-
ing and air conditioning, while also increasing your
home’s long-term value.

@ MAXIMIZE ENJOYMENT

o Complete that unfinished basement and dedicate
the extra space to something you love, like working
out or hosting trivia nights with your friends.

« Consider starting your own herb garden or pick-
ing up some houseplants — not only can they help
improve the air quality in your home, but they can
also boost your mood.

It's important to inform your insurance company when
youre planning a renovation to ensure your policy
remains in effect. There may be additional insurance
implications if certain work is not done by licensed
professionals, such as electrical work or plumbing. Ren-
ovations that increase your home’s value may change
the classification of your policy, so whether the project
is big or small, be sure to get a quote for any new cover-
age. Companies like Belairdirect can provide a quote in
minutes and help you along every step on the road to
renos. Learn more at belairdirect.com.

www.newscanada.com

-
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Exceptional 1/4 acre premium & private treed ravine lot tucked away in coveted Aurora Highlands. 15x15 ft covered
pergola set on 700 sq ft of maintenance free Trex decking is a perfect Entertainer’s paradise in a lush backyard
retreat overlooking perennial gardens & sunset vistas. Tastefully renovated boasting Irg principle rms with hrdwd
flrs, 24x24 porcelain tile & custom built in features. A beautifully crafted custom white maple kitchen features a centre
island, Cambria stone counters, built in appls, dbl wall mount ovens, pantry, family sized breakfast rm framed by
floor to ceiling windows offering panoramic South & West views. 4 Irg bdms with hrdwd flrs & renovated baths,
fully finished lower level complete with rec rm, games rm, 5th bdrm & 4 pc bath. Park 6 cars or more $1,890,000

IDENCE
)
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Nestled in desirable Aurora Highlands, situated onasouth facing 150 deep lot, this elegant 4052 sq ft residence is ideal
forgrowing orextended families offering 5 bdrms & mn flr office! Hrdwd flrs thru-out, renovated kitchen boasts centre
island, granite counters walk in pantry & a huge breakfast rm overlooking a lounge area perfect for morning coffee.
Expansive primary retreat offers generous sitting area, fireplace, w/out to private balcony, spa inspired 5 pc ensuite.
4 additional spacious bdrms each with shared ensuite baths. Open concept fin. bsmt features rec rm, games rm with
bar, exercise area, 3 pc bath & Irg unfin.storage space. Perennial grdns, patios with 2 pergolas, new stone w/way
& repaved drive, parking for 6 cars. $1,995,000

36 Award Winning Years

Sales Representative

“Opening Doors g

to Your Dreams”>

ROYAL LEPAGE”

EXECUTIVE CIRCLE”
AWARD 2024
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RCR Realty, Brokerage

Independently Owned And Operated

LINDSAY STROM
BROKER

KEYADVANTAGE.CA |

240 CONKLIN CRESCENT, AURORA
$1,999,999

905.836.1212 |

Key.dvantage

O WE ARE.

B A Biiee: o R T P el -
34 CADY COURT, AURORA 350 BORDEN AVENUE, NEWMARKET
$1,475,000 $1,299,999

INFO@KEYADVANTAGE.CA

SUSIE STROM
REALTOR ®
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to spruce up
your home

this summer

ey Summer is a perfect time
to enjoy the warm weather
with family and friends,

and it's also an ideal season
for home improvements.
Whether you're looking to
increase your home's value,
make eco-friendly upgrades
or simply enhance your
living experience, here are
a few handy renovation tips
to consider.

SEAL THE GAPS

Summer heat can drive up energy costs, so focus on
making your home more energy efficient to keep it cool
and reduce air conditioning costs. Have a maintenance
professional inspect all walls for any cracks that need to
be sealed to keep water out and avoid major damage.
Upgrade insulation and seal any drafts to prevent cool
air from escaping and replace any shingles on your roof
that are broken or loose to avoid water leaks.

UPGRADE YOUR LIVING SPACE

If your budget allows, consider updating your kitchen,
bathroom or living spaces. These are high-traffic areas
that significantly impact your home's value. Even small
changes like new cabinet hardware, recessed lighting or
a stylish new backsplash can transform a space.

GET OUTDOORS

Take advantage of the warm weather by enhancing
your outdoor spaces. Start by power-washing your
deck or patio to remove dirt and grime. Consider
staining or sealing the wood to protect it from the

o rind e +
20/ 0080
4 rb'llrr
.
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elements and give it a fresh appearance. Adding some
comfortable outdoor furniture, colourful cushions
and a few potted plants can transform your backyard
into a cozy retreat.

INSTALL ENERGY-EFFICIENT FIXTURES

Replace old incandescent light bulbs with LED bulbs,
which use less energy and have a longer lifespan. Con-
sider installing a programmable thermostat to better
manage your cooling system and help save on energy
bills. Ceiling fans are also a great addition to keep air
circulating and reduce the need for air conditioning.
These simple upgrades can lead to significant savings
and increased home comfort.

IMPROVE INDOOR AIR QUALITY

Start by changing the air filters in your HVAC system
to ensure better airflow and air quality in your home.
Consider adding houseplants, which naturally purify
the air and add a touch of greenery to your decor.
Plants like spider plants, peace lilies and snake plants
are especially good at removing toxins from the air.

Don't forget to turn on the exhaust fan in your kitchen
and bathrooms to reduce humidity and prevent mould
growth.

If you're thinking of starting some bigger projects this
summer, it's important to let your insurance provider
know to ensure your policy remains in effect.

There may be additional insurance implications if
certain work, like electrical or plumbing, isn’t done by
licensed professionals.

Additionally, renovations that increase your home’s
value may also affect your insurance. Whether the
project is big or small, be sure to get a quote for any
new coverage.

Companies like Belairdirect can provide a quote in
minutes and help you along every step of the way.

Learn more at belairdirect.com.
www.newscanada.com

POWERED BY
COMMUNITY.

At Aurora Home Hardware,
we’re more than a hardware store
— we’re your neighbour.

From helping you fix that leaky faucet
to building your family’s dream deck
— we’ve been right there

with you & earned your trust

one project at a time.

Your Community Hardware Store
Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How.

Aurora

Home hardware

Building Centre

REAL ESTATE INC.

BROKERAGE

AURORA

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4151

Schomberg
Home hardware

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Foodland plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
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Tips for buying a new
home this season

c) There’s something about summer that makes it feel like
the perfect time for a fresh start—and for some, that means
buying a new home. The longer days, warmer weather and
flexible schedules make it easier to explore neighbourhoods,

schedule viewings and manage

ut before you fall in love with that front porch
Bor start dreaming about backyard barbecues,
it's important to have a plan. Here’s how to
make the most of your summer home search and
how you can protect your investment from day one.

START WITH A CLEAR BUDGET

Before you browse listings or tour open houses,
get pre-approved for a mortgage and understand
your full financial picture. Remember to factor in
additional costs like closing fees, property taxes and
moving expenses.

KNOW WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR

Make a list of your must-haves and nice-to-haves.
Think about location, layout, commute time and
even how much yard work you're willing to take on.
Summer is a busy time for the real estate market,
so having a clear idea of what you want helps you
move quickly when the right property comes along.

INSPECT WITH A SUMMER EYE

In the summer, it’s easier to spot issues like poor
air conditioning, pests or drainage problems after a
rainstorm. Take advantage of the season to carefully
inspect outdoor features like roofing, siding, decks
and landscaping.

the logistics of a move.

PLAN YOUR MOVE STRATEGICALLY

Summer is a peak time for moving companies,
so book your movers early and try to avoid week-
ends and the end of the month if you can. If you're
handling things yourself, rent your truck well in
advance and stock up on supplies.

PROTECT WHAT MATTERS

Your new home is more than just four walls— it’s
your sanctuary, your investment and your future.
Home insurance from providers like Belairdirect
help protect your physical property as well as your
belongings.

From fire and weather damage to theft or liability
coverage, having the right policy in place means
you're prepared for the unexpected. And if you bundle
your home and auto insurance, you may even qualify
for extra savings—something every new homeowner
can appreciate.

Buying a new home is exciting, but it also comes with
plenty of moving parts. By starting with a clear plan
and making smart choices along the way, you’'ll set
yourself up for a smooth summer move.

www.newscanada.com
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MARKET UPDATE - JULY 2025

AURORA

AVERAGE SALES PRICE

$1,329,557

AVERAGE 29 DAYS ON MARKET

KING

AVERAGE SALES PRICE

$1,921,342

AVERAGE 32 DAYS ON MARKET

NUMBER OF SALES NUMBER OF SALES
206 NEW LISTINGS 93 NEW LISTINGS
SALE TO LIST RATIO SALE TO LIST RATIO
0) 0)
98% 94%
YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE

-8.01% -6.47%

*The statistics provided were obtained from the Toronto Regional Real Estate Board's Market Watch JUNE 2025; Summary of Existing Home
Transactions for All Home Types, JUNE 2025 + Focus on the MLS Home Price Index for Composite, JUNE 2025 for York Region's Aurora and King

Ownership housing affordability continued to improve in June 2025. Average selling prices and borrowing costs
remained lower than last year’s levels, as all areas of our trading market were down year over year. We saw some
month over month momentum, with sales volume increasing slightly and Buyers starting to come off the sidelines,
as showing levels remain consistent. In an evolving market, strategic partnering with your real estate advisors
remains imperative to garnering the best results. Opportunities exist in the current landscape for Sellers and Buyers
alike - whether it is leveraging tax free dollars into other investments, capitalizing on the downward trend of pricing
in auxiliary markets, moving up with more favourable rates and days on market or simply buying your first home -
Key Advantage is here to help.

— ] ,'_":: 'H-:;\
] ROYAL LEPAGE '/ N
1111 — i i
RCR Realty, e ' J

KEY ADVANTAGE

- Provided by Key Advantage Team Royal LePage RCR Realty

Lindsay Strom, Broker
www.KeyAdvantage.ca | 905-836-1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca

* Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.
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LIND

AURORA’S
TOP SALES
PRODUCER’

*Based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices

LENARD LIND, BROKER OF RECORD

905-841-0000

LENARDGLINDREALTY.CA

SERVICE WITH PROFESSIONALISM

BROKERAGE

15105 YONGE STREET, SUITE 100, AURORA, ON L4G 1M3

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

WWW.LINDREALTY.CA

211 KENNEDY ST WEST AURORA 5200 SF POOL FINISHED BASEMENT

KING HOBBY HORSE FARM! ARENA W/12 STALL STA
-_ W [ R T R ey

B

BLE! 4+1BR DUPLEXED HOME! 7+ ACRES

:

Have it all just 5 minutes to aurora! Great potential income or move out to the country and fulfil your horse
lovers dream! Well kept 2600 SF 4+1 BR 4 Bath country home w/one bedroom lower level ‘inlaw suite’ w/
separate entrance! 60x130 Ft Arena - 5 Run-in Sheds - 3 paddocks - 2 Fields - small riding ring - lounge -

viewing area - Loads of parking! 568 ft frontage on Dufferin Street paved road acces $2 998,888

f § L e, i

Stone & Brick builders own home! 11 ft — 22 ft ceilings! Plank Floors on 3 levels! Open Concept Plan!
4+1 Bedroom with ensuites and custom organized closets, professional finished walk-up lower level

with nanny or granny suite, gym, rec room and 3FC/ 2pc washrooms and two separate entrances!!
Upgrades galore! Inviting inground pool and professionally landscaped! $3,998,888

PlCTRESQUE PRIVACY 3.1 ACRE 3105 SF ‘MANOR’ HOME AURORA
st ; 3 T ,’.— bt .

ER W/FIN WALK-UP BSMT!

3300 SF AURORA SHOW STOPP

rJ =

- 1

Scenic private at the end of an exclusivei corlrt in demand southwest Aurora! 4 car garage
3+1 parking or gardeners delight detached building! Hardwood floors! 2 stone fireplaces!

Huge principal rooms! 4 spacious bedrooms! Bright prof fin w/o lower level could be

inlaw suite with big rec room, 3pc bath, sauna and more! $2 398,888

“GATED” PRIVACY! END SUITE! FIN BSMT! BACKS TO RAVINE!

Wow Simply Sensational new build! Soaring 11 ft ceilin ground floor! 10 ft 2nd floor & bsmt! de plank! ‘Open concept’
plan! Main floor den! ‘Gourmet’ Chef’s centre island kitchen w/quartz counters & butler’s pantry! Huge fam room w/
custom gas fp & palatial wdws. Primary br w/ enticing ensuite & organized his & hers w/i closet! Ensuite baths & organized

w/iin all bedrooms! Bright prof fin ‘open concept’ lower level w/u bsmt with inlaw poten

EXECUTIVE 1870 SF ‘BEAUTY’ JUST MOVE IN TOWNHOME

—

OPEN HOUSE: 33-520 éﬂken Lauman Dr, Newmarket — Sat, ]y 19 & Sun, July 20 | 2-4pm
- Motivated Seller!! 3 BR Condo Overlooking St. Andrews Golf with 2 balconies and gorgeous
sunsets. Spacious open concept layout with updated kitchen, fireplace and custom décor!

Luxurious primary suite with 5pc spa-like ensuite! $898,888

-~ 3

Aurora’s sought after exclusive gated comrrlrmity ‘Stonebridge Estates’! Stone‘ Brick! ‘Open7Concept’
Elan! ft-221t ceilings! Vaulted ceilings! Plank floors ground and second floor! ‘Gourmet’ centre island

tchen ‘open’ to entertaining sized g & great room with custom fireplace all overlooking ravine!
Professionally finished ‘open concept’ lower level and much more! $1498,888
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Projected timelines
for popular
renovation projects

HOMEOWNERS often find it beneficial to hire profes-
sional contractors when they have work to be done
around the house to ensure the job gets done to code
and to their satisfaction. Timelines for home remodel-
ing projects vary depending on a number of variables,
including the size of a crew as well as the scope of
the project.

Once a project commences, the timeline can feel end-
less. The following are estimates of timelines for top
remodeling projects to give homeowners an idea of
how long their renovation projects may last, courtesy
of Renofi, a company that provides a lending platform
leveraged by credit unions nationwide to offer loans
to consumers.

* KITCHEN: There are a lot of moving parts to a
kitchen renovation, involving the services of electri-
cians, plumbers, structural experts, and even interior
design professionals. Not to mention the needs of
craftspeople who can make custom cabinetry and
countertops. Kitchen remodels can take anywhere
from six to 12 weeks.

* BATHROOM: The process of a bathroom renova-
tion typically involves demolishing the old bathroom,
removing old fixtures and starting from the ground up.
As with a kitchen remodel, bathroom jobs require the
services of different professionals. That is why home-
owners can expect three to 10 weeks for a bathroom,
depending on the scope of the project.

* FINISHING A BASEMENT: Finishing a basement
can add valuable living space to a home. Establish-
ing a home theater space or man cave may require
installing framing, insulation, utilities, drywall, flooring,
and any additional needs if the finished basement will
have a bathroom or necessitate additional plumb-
ing. A finished basement project can last one to two
months. But the good news is that typically the rest of
the house is livable while the work is being done, so
residents will not be disrupted.

* WHOLE HOME REMODEL: Hogan Design & Con-
struction says that a whole house remodeling project
can take anywhere from 16 weeks to 24 weeks. More
involved projects can take longer. difference in your docK’s appearance, comfort

and longevity. Here are five things to consider:

Choosing the right materials can make all the

Remodeling a home often involves a considerable
investment of time and money. Knowing how long a
homeowner will be inconvenienced by the work can
help the household plan accordingly.

WATER RESISTANCE

Docks are constantly exposed to water, UV rays
and fluctuating weather conditions. Thats why a
material that resists rotting, warping, fading and
insect damage is crucial. Marine-grade composite
decking is designed to be 100 per cent submersible,
making it an ideal choice for salt and freshwater

environments.

JUST LISTED!

390 MAIN STREET, SCHOMBERG

Y i 1y AR R - g
WOW! LIVE IN ONE HALF, RENT THE OTHER,
MULTI FAMILY, OR USE AS ONE LARGE FAMILY HOME!
Over 1 Acre Majestic Lot, 4 Car Separate Garage, Lots of Parking , 7 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms,
2 Kitchens, 2 Dining, 2 Living Rooms, 2 Main Floor Laundry Rooms, Walk to Restaurants/Pub,
Groceries, 2 Plazas, LCBO, McDonalds, shops and more! Mins to Hwy 400. Gall me to have a look!
Google 390 Main Street Schomberg, to see the virtual tour!

ONE OF KING CITY MOST SOUGHT AFTER QUIET FAMILY CRES.,
OFFERS PEACE & TMN%JILIW WITH NO HEAVY TRAFFIC!
King’s top rated schools! Mature trees Large lot no homes behind, Kitchen updated walk out to yard,
Hardwood flooring throughout. Large bay window at the front of the home allows for a bright sun
filled living room, walk to GO train, min to Hwy 400, 407. Enjoy all of King’s amenities, min to fine
Restaurants, shops, upscale grocery stores, bakeries, coffee shops, parks, walking trails,

King cities equestrian facilities, Library and more...Call me to view this home!

faémme DBoileaw

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

DIRECT: 416-418-6683 *

]
OFFICE: 9057271941 Y/ _&_ REAMBX
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com -y gt HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Time2Buy-Sell.com

reate a

'decked-out

o If you own a home by the water, you understand that a
dock is much more than a base for your boat. It's a sundeck,
a diving platform, a fishing perch and a year-round spot

for stargazing and enjoying sunsets.

with composite decking

Compared to wood and PVC, composite decking offers
avariety of colour options for incredible design flexibility.

RAILING

Enhance stability and style with a railing. Layer on
convenience by installing multi-functional drink
railing. This clever design uses a deck board for the
top rail, creating a handy surface for holding snacks
and beverages while you're taking in the sunset or
welcoming the crew back from a day on the water.

HEAT MITIGATION
On sunny days, the surface can become uncomfort-
ably hot underfoot—no matter what material is used.

EASY MAINTENANCE

To maximize leisure time, opt for durable products
that withstand the elements with minimal upkeep.
Aluminum and composite are particularly well-suit-
ed for water applications. These hassle-free materi-
als won't splinter or rot and never need to be sanded,
stained or refinished—just a simple soap-and-water
cleaning is all it takes to keep them looking like new.

For optimal comfort, look for something made with
IR reflective properties, like Trex decking, which is
engineered to keep cooler than traditional compos-
ites even in peak summer heat.

COLOUR

Whether you want your dock to stand out or blend in
seamlessly with the natural surroundings, there’s a com-
posite decking shade for every preference and setting.

Learn more tips for building a decked-out dock at
trex.com/docks.
www.newscanada.com
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BEAL EATATE RROKER
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MARIA
'GUADAGNOLO

BROKER, SRS, R.E.N.E., GUILD

Direct: 41 6.41 8.8303

Focused on Delivering Results Beyond Clients’ Expectations!

RF//MPX

EMIER

INC
BROKERAGE, INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Office: 416 987 8000

FOR LEASE -
1-BR PLUS DEN

approx.700 sqft of luxury
living space (2-yrs new).
Huge balcony with magnificent
Southwest views. Includes
1 underground parking
and 1 locker.

VAUGHAN
FOR LEASE

Concord - Over 2000 SqFt
Industrial Unit

22’ Clearance, 14'x12’ Drive-In
Door, includes 2 Offices,

Reception Area and 3-pc Bath.

(Bonus over 650 sqft mezzanine
with 3rd private office).

Quick Access to 400, 407, 401.

“Chiamatemi, Parlo ltaliano!”



THE RISE OF

‘House

Catfishin

and why I'm here
to save you from it
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By Julien Laurion

Real Estate

So let’s talk about catfishing.
No, not the kind involving a
guy in his mom’s basement
pretending to be a 23-year-
old yoga influencer named
Skylar. I'm talking about
house catfishing.

It goes like this: Youre sipping your oat milk latte,
scrolling through listings, and suddenly—BAM—a
house pops up that looks like Ryan Gosling person-
ally designed it between shooting movies. Gleaming
countertops. Sexy pendant lights. A rainfall shower
that practically whispers sweet nothings to your soul.

Except... you show up for the showing and realize
Ryan Gosling was most definitely not involved.
The place smells like 17 wet dogs and possibly
a disgruntled ferret. The “hardwood floors” are
peel-and-stick vinyl from aisle 9 at the dollar store,

bubbling up like week-old pizza cheese. And the
“spa bathroom”? More like a biohazard zone where

mold colonies are plotting world domination.

Folks: you've just been house catfished. And let’s
not kid ourselves—it’s happening more than ever.

Now, before you start blaming the sellers—or me,
your friendly neighbourhood realtor and contrac-
tor—let’s get real. The market’s been absolutely ba-
nanas. Interest rates whiplashed. Inventory dried up.
Buyers became choosier than a toddler in a broccoli
aisle. So sellers—and some realtors—get desperate. A
little Photoshop here, a conveniently cropped photo
there, and suddenly that broom closet looks like a
walk-in wardrobe worthy of the Kardashians.

Listen, 'm all for making a home look its best.
But theres a fine line between marketing and
straight-up deception. And a lot of people in this
business? They’re happily skipping across that line
like it's Coachella weekend.

Here’s the truth nobody wants to say out loud: there
are agents out there selling illusions, not homes.
And some homeowners are all too eager to play
along. Why spend money on real renovations when
a few digital edits can hide the mildew and make
your shoebox look like a palace?

Well, because that’s how you end up with buyers
feeling conned—and deals falling apart faster than
a dollar-store door handle.

This is why my two businesses go hand in hand. As
a realtor, 'm in the trenches every day, hearing what
buyers actually want—and what sends them sprinting

Sotheby’s | canada

NTERNATIONAL REALTY

77 Catherine Ave, Aurora
Century Classic Home in Aurora Village

15206 Bramalea Rd, Caledon
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back to their cars. As a contractor, I know how to turn
“meh” into “hell yes!”—for real. No digital smoke and
mirrors. No catfishing.

Id rather tell you the truth—even if it's uncomfort-
able—than have your house become “that listing”
everybody laughs about over beers.

Want to sell your home for top dollar without
resorting to sketchy tactics? Here’s my “Don’t Be a
Catfish” playbook:

* FIX THE FIRST IMPRESSION. Your house has about
five seconds to charm people. Cracked steps? Faded
door paint? That’s the real estate equivalent of a
shirtless bathroom selfie on Tinder. Let’s replace it,
patch it, and make your home swipe-right-worthy.

o LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION. Smart renos—and
smart lighting—make small spaces feel big and
luxurious. But it has to be real, not CGI-level fakery.

* HONESTY SELLS. If there’s mold in the basement
the size of Manitoba, don’t crop it out. Let’s either fix
it—or price accordingly.

* SHOWCASE THE GOOD STUFF. Have an epic
kitchen? A killer backyard? Let’s feature that—not
hide it under some generic wide-angle shot.

But let’s be blunt: some agents and sellers will keep
catfishing, because it “gets people in the door”

Sure, it does. But you know what else it gets you?
Angry buyers. Broken deals. Reputation hits. And in
this digital age, news travels fast. Your listing might
become a viral meme for all the wrong reasons.

meredith-nichols

REFINED COUNTRY LIVING

Caledon East Contemporary on 10 acres

kmeredith@sothebysrealty.ca

Khalen Meredith F 23

Broker &

Senior Vice President, Sales i -

c 416.318.4317 = %
0416.913.7930

$2,900,000

5512 3rd Line, New Tecumseth

If you want the opposite of catfishing—real value,
real renovations, and real results—that's my lane.
My name’s Julien Laurion. I'm your local realtor
and contractor, and my tagline says it all: “All About
Homes” I'm swinging hammers, pulling permits,
and negotiating offers. ’'m the guy who makes sure
your house actually looks—and smells—like the
photos in your listing.

So, if you're thinking of selling—or just tired of be-
ing lured into showings that smell like a hamster
cage gone wrong—call me. Let’s make your home
irresistible for all the right reasons.

Because the only thing worse than house catfishing. ..
is realizing those peel-and-stick floors are peeling
before you've even unpacked your moving boxes.

Julien Laurion

Realtor. Contractor. Local Dad.

All About Homes.

Serving Aurora, King City, and the
communities in between.

I've got your back from start to finish.

I'm a local Realtor who has lived in Aurora for
more than 30 years and know it inside and out.
With A LOT of home construction experience,

I have an eye that will help you make informed
decisions re: home concerns and renovations.
Let me help you with your next big purchase/move.
Please feel free to call or email me directly at
416-402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca

or check out my socials at @bigtunarealty

$2,995,000

New Tecumseth on 50 acres w/ Home & Pool

wiL =

220 Old Yonge St, Aurora

$3,480,000

Aurora Village Historical Home 1.13 acres

Kim Nichols

Sales Representative &
Senior Vice President, Sales

€ 416.271.4100
0416.913.7930

knichols@sothebysrealty.ca

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Canada

Sotheby's International Realty Canada
Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated.
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YOUR KING CONNECTION

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?
SERVICING KING TOWNSHIP FOR OVER 20 YEARS GERVASI

CALL THE GERVASI REAL ESTATE GROUP AND LET’S GET YOU MOVING REAL ESTATE GROUP

FEATURE PROPERTY

KEELE ST / 17TH SIDEROAD
CUSTOM BUILT BUNGALOW ON 5 ACRES

JANE ST / KING RD
4+1 BED | 5 BATH | FINISHED BASEMENT

T R e e~ e - Ewar

KEELE ST / KING RD KEELE ST / KING RD
3+1 BED | 3 BATH | FINISHED BASEMENT 4 BED | 4 BATH | FINISHED BASEMENT

LLYODTOWN-AURORA RD / 7TH CONCESSION KEELE ST / KING RD
3+2 BED | 2 BATH | FINISHED BASEMENT 5 BED | 8 BATH | FINISHED BASEMENT

EMILIO GERVASI, BROKER

¥ EMILIO@GERVASIREALESTATE.COM
[J 647.831.3653
® GervasiRealEstate.com GervasiRealEstate

CAPITAL NORTH REALTY CORPORATION, BROKERAGE

Not Intended to Solicit Buyers or Sellers Under Contract



