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After seeing her first
book, The Great Big Lion,
published by Penguin
Random House of India
when she was just three,
- Chryseis Knight, who will
"~ begin Grade 2 this week
_at Northern Lights Public
School, is now setting her
sights on a novel series.
For more, see Page 18.

Auroran photo
by Brock Weir

Region sees 72% increase in first
doses following vaccine certificate
announcement

BY BROCKWEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

York Region Public Health spent
Labour Day Monday at the Aurora
Legion administering COVID-19
vaccines.

The pop-up
days after the Province of Ontario
announced a vaccine certificate
program, a move which prompted

clinic came just

COVID brings
mental health into
campaign forefront

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The global pandemic has left many
feeling 1solated, disconnected and, in some
cases, without the support networks they
would normally have close at hand.

As the number of new cases of
COVID-19 continues to rise, keeping that
“light at the end of the tunnel” just out of
reach, residents following the 2021 Federal
Election are looking to political leaders for

Continued on page 6
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FASHION INC.

14800 Yonge Street | The Aurora Shopping Centre | @ LE

a spike in first dose administrations
locally.

According to Patrick Casey, Director
of Corporate Communications for the
Region of York, the local Public Health
Unit saw a 72 per cent increase “in the
number of first doses administered to
York Region residents on September
2, 2021, compared to the average
number of first doses given between
August 26 and September 2, 2021.”

“The number of appointments

booked for September 3 was slightly
higher (~14 per cent) than the average
number of daily appointments
booked from August 27 to September
1,” he continued. “This trend was
driven by large increases in first dose

appointments.”
The Province’s new proof-of-
vaccine program was announced

Wednesday, September 1.

Coming into effect on September

Continued on page 10
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A FAB FINALE - Aurora’s popular Concerts in the Park series came to a close last Wednesday,
September 1, with The Fab Four, a tribute to the immortal sounds of The Beatles. For more, see

-
-

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Home Sweet Home!
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Contact now Brian Porter,
Director, Living Assistance
Services, for advice and care
at home at 416.483.0070
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CAMPAIGN TENSIONS
CONTINUE

x.

Celebrating Aurora'’s
cultural heritage and
diversity.

AURORA'S

MULTICULTURAL
FESTIVAL

SATURDAY

10a.m.to 4 P-.M. Aurora Town Park * 49 Wells Street

VIRTUAL EXPERIENCES

Virtual Programming Sponsor E

aurora.ca/multiculturalfestival
#AuroraMulticulturalFestival - 905-726-4762

Event sponsors O Desjardins " cHARTWell

Insurance rat rement residerces

sl Liberal leader Justin Trudeau made a whistle stop in Newmarket-Aurora on Sunday evening, joining
/{’ candidate Tony Van Bynen (top) to meet supporters at Newmarket's Cachet Restaurant at the foot

- . . H of Main Street South. As has been the case with many of Trudeau’s stops along the campaign trail,
Additional funding provided by Ontarlo @ AUI@RA the event saw a mixture of supporters and demonstrators, critical of Trudeau’s handling of the
COVID-19 crisis. Photos courtesy of Adam Scotti/Liberal Party of Canada

Masks ReqUIred ANOTHER EXCITING EVENT
Covid-19 Protocols in place BROUGHT TO YOU BY

e
e

AURORA

SATURDAYANIGH I EEVER ON

(ONGESTREET]

YONGE STREET, BETWEEN
SEPTEMBER T WELLINGTON STREET EAST AND
18, 2021 M. MOSLEY STREET

4:15 p.m. Beverley Mahood & Friends Don't miss the special Silent Auction
6:30 p.m. Soul Benefit booth benefitting the Magna Hoedown
7:30 p.m. Night Fever, Tribute to the Bee Gees Community Fund recipients! Silent
9p.m. Silent Auction Closes Auction closes at 9:00 p.m. Learn
9:30 p.m. Abbamania more or support these organizations

h :
Patios and Fantastic Food Available* at hoedown.ca

905-726-4762 *Nominal fee applies Additional Funding Provided by Sponsors
aurora.ca/snf We reserve the right to cancel,

#SaturdayNightFever amend or change activities. ont ario @ ' CENTRAL COUNTIES

TOURISM
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Take a trip around the world as Multicultural Festival
returns to Town Park

Dancers added a splash of colour at the Town Park band shell at last year's Multicultural Festival.

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Hasbeing athome during COVID-19
left you with a yearning to see the world?

Well, the world is coming to Town
Park this Saturday, September 11, with
the return of Aurora’s Multicultural
Festival.

The Festival, which is designed to
celebrate Aurora’s diversity, will take
over Town Park with music, dancing and
celebration representing the cultures of
Spain, Italy, Brazil, Hawaii and more.

Saturday’s festival 15 the i
person component of a much wider
multicultural event which will include
virtual ~experiences running from
Friday, September 10 through Saturday,
September 19.

‘At our in-person event, we will
have back-to-back-to-back captivating
cultural performances celebrating a
wide variety of cultures,” says Shelley
Ware, Special Events Coordinator for
the Town of Aurora. “During that
same time, we’re fortunate that we will
have Hands-On Exotics, which will
be bringing some African animals for
an educational opportunity which will
not only teach the children about the
habitat of these animals, but also what
our role 1s as humans of being stewards
on the planet to ensure we’re protecting
these species.”

In addition to the performances and
interactive experiences, community
groups like the Aurora Public Library
and the Aurora Cultural Centre will be
on hand to host interactive programs
while distanced experiences will also be
in the offing.

A community event facilitated by the
GooseChase app will invite residents to
take part in more than 50 multicultural-
themed missions and  activities
throughout the community which kids
and adults alike can complete for points
— with the highest point-getter eligible
to win a gift card to a local restaurant —
and learn something new along the way.

“Some of the missions include
learning languages, trying different
dishes at home to make, some trivia and
activities at home,” says Ms. Ware. “It’s
a way for families to celebrate, learn
and still be a part of the community.”

m-
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VOTED #1 AGAIN,
22 YEARS IN A ROW!

LOWEST PRICES
EVERY DAY

(FheEra.
READERS’
L CHOICE 2019

DIAMOMND WINMER

FREE ESTIMATES $0 DOWN

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

As far as trying different dishes
is concerned, however, the Aurora
Farmers” Market is also getting into the
act, preparing food kits for purchase,
featuring local produce from vendors,
with everything you need to create your
own ratatouille.

These Fresh Food Kits, priced at $25
for a box with enough ingredients to
serve four people, is based on the theme
of “from farm, to fork, to yum” and
must be reserved in advance by Friday,
September 10 for pick up at Town Park
the next fay from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

“When you’re celebrating cultures,
it comes down to food, movement and
celebration and food is such a huge
component in learning about cultures,”
says Ms. Ware, noting that each
Multicultural Festival has been based
around a specific international staple
like rice, beans and lentils. “You take
one grain that pretty much the entire
world is consuming and each culture
has taken a completely different spin
on, and when you look at their spin, it
takes you back to their geography, their
history, their oral traditions — so much
can be learned from that one little
grain.”

As much as food can show us where
we have been, food can also tell us
where we’re going.

A wvirtual component of the
Multicultural Festival will be a screening
of the 2019 documentary Honeyland,
which follows a beekeeper as they
explore climate change and biodiversity
challenges. Screened in partnership
with the Aurora Film Circuit, Ms. Ware
says she hopes viewers feel inspired and
motivated by its contents.

“You can watch it from the comfort
of your own home, on your own
schedule, and after seeing this film for
the first time, I really wished I had a
forum to discuss it,” says Ms. Ware of
the interactive component. “This movie
makes you look through so many lenses.
It is so easy for us to watch a superhero
movie, but I guarantee you that when
you watch it, your definition of a
superhero will change.

Two discussion forums based on
Honeyland will take place on Monday,
September 13, from 6.30 — 8 p.m., and
on Thursday, September 16 from 7
p-m. to 8.30 p.m.

Additional programs associated
with the 2021 Aurora Multicultural
Festival include a Multicultural
Activity Bag with themed
created for kids between the ages of
four and 12, which need to be booked

in advance, as well as the grand finale

crafts

of the Town’s popular Movies in the
Park program — featuring Disney’s
live action remake of The Lion King
— at dusk.

For information,  including
registration for actiity and food kuts, visit
aurora.ca/multiculturalfestival.

more
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Protestors should be
named and shamed,
says resident

The protests at Cappuccino Bakery in
Nobleton, and the disgraceful protests at
the Hampton Inn on August 27, were a
horrendous smear on the reputation of the
citizens of King and Caledon.

In Nobleton, unmasked protesters
followed the PM into the bakery, threatening
the health of everyone involved. But in
Bolton, the Prime Minister of Canada
couldn’t even speak to his supporters,
opponents, or reporters and had to be
rushed away by his security because the
crowd was so violently msulting,

I have seen the newscasts of this event
and there are clearly identifiable people in
the front rows — one woman screaming as
she 1s holding up her middle finger to the
PM, and a bearded man who looks like he
came straight from Texas, or Alberta, or
the Capitol Hill insurrection riots.

This crowd was almost certamnly a
combination of the Covidiot anti-vaxxer
protestors who have plagued Bolton
businesses since the pandemic began,
combined with the alt-right evangelical
republican cult conservative hate anything
Liberal and Trudeau crowd that I wrote
about years ago.

This was a disgrace to our Town and
our democracy. These people need to be
named and shamed. If our police couldn’t
do the job of crowd control on Friday, they
should at least clean-up the trash after the
fact so that it never happens again.

Political protest is one thing Mob
violence 1s another. This one crossed the
line.

Yours in intelligent democracy;,

THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 9, 2021

H. Skid Crease
Caledon

~— CORRECTION ——

last week's artficle, “Addressing
climate change a campaign focus
in second week,” misstated the
farget to reduce emissions offered
by Newmarket-Aurora Conservative
candidate  Harold ~ Kim.  The
piece should have read, "While
Conservative candidate Harold Kim
says their plan will meet targets and
reduce emissions by 2030, they will
do so without the Liberal government's
Carbon Tax.” We regret the error.

y
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PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

Street art enhances our experience of a
place. Whether it is urban graffiti, sculpture or
yarn bombing, public art interrupts our daily
routine, surprisinE and c|e|ig1]hﬁng passersby. This
year’s One Book Aurora photography contest,
hosted by The Aurora Public Li%)rclry and The
Auroran newspaper invites your photos of art in
unexpected places.

For rules and guidelines, visit
onebookoneaurora.com
Send submissions to brock@lpcmedia.ca
Contest deadline is

Friday, October 1, 2021.
THE AURORAN

Machell’s Corners

OUR PARTY PROMISES TO CREATE
JOBS AND STIMULATE THE ECONOMY

WE WILL REDUCE POLLUTION
AND ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE

ONLY WE WILL REDUCE TAXES
AND BALANCE THE BUDGET

:
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LESS THAN TEN
DAYS TO GO

I MAY NOT
LAST THAT

4

LONG

IS OBVIOUS

THE DIFFERENCE

SCOT JOHNSTON
Eymachellscorners®gmail .com

Getting tired of this massive group project?

Do you ever feel like we’re all living
through one big, massive, frustrating
group project?

If you’ve ever set foot in a classroom,
you know the ones: assignments where
you're paired or grouped with people
with whom you have precious little in
common, have varying levels of drive
and inclination at the table, and, worst
of all, precious few are expected to
pull equal weight with the others on
whatever the ultimate goal happens to
be.

Pulling equal weight is naturally the
dream, but the sad reality is this goal is
rarely accomplished.

There 1is always one person, a
“keener” in the parlance of my
elementary and high school generation,
who always shows up on time, is always
well-prepared, and is always willing to
give it their all, sometimes toiling into
the wee hours of the morning to ensure
their part is completed well and on time.

Then there’s always that one person
who gets the job done in the end by
going straight down the middle of the
road, often doing so creating little waves
of any kind.

On the other side of the proverbial
road are those who are content to sit
back and let the others do the heavy
lifting; merely showing up, slapping
their name on the assignment, ready to
bask in the successes or failures of the
others.

As a tween, I was once stuck in a trio
that was tasked with doing something
creative on a historical theme. Here, I
was one of those middle-of-the-roaders
as the keener was jazzed about writing
a song to fit the bill and music is not
necessarily my strong suit.

Naturally, she handled the music,
I handled the lyrics and the other —
well, judging by the thumb-twiddling,
they were in charge of minimalist
and unused choreography. The result
was neither a failure nor a particular
success, but the job got done and the
marks were spread evenly.

Later on, a university assignment
came around that involved a much
larger group of people on all points of
the thoroughfare.

Most of wus fell into the keener
column intent on making the grade,
while others, despite saying they were
working on their portions on their

BROCK’S
BANTER

Brock Weir

for it, the stumbles as they grasped at
thoughts from mid-air to fill the void an
unmistakable tell.

In this collective fight against
COVID-19, it seems like most of us are
the ones pulling our weight while the
other thumb-twiddlers, a smaller but
mighty group, are waiting to swoop in
and reap the rewards.

Take, for instance, the Government
of Alberta’s announcement at the end
of last week that they were taking the
drastic step of paying the unvaccinated
a whopping $100 to line up and get a
shot that has been available to them for
free for months.

A report published by the CBC on
Friday afternoon estimates the program
to incentivize Alberta residents, the
province with the lowest vaccination
rate nation-wide, will cost provincial
taxpayers $20 million — with, of course,
tax dollars kicked in by many Albertans
who did right by their neighbours and
stepped up for the jab when it first
started rolling out.

Alberta’s move 1s not new — but it
might be a first in this country.

In the United States, for instance, we
have seen several initiatives put in place
to incentivize the vaccination process,
letting the civic-minded among them
get their shots first and the stragglers
rewarded with lottery tickets for
showing up several weeks and months
after the fact.

That is just one example. Beyond
the United States, some countries have
looked at tax breaks and even putting
new cars up for grabs.

“I wish we didn’t have to do this, but
this is not a time for moral judgements,”
said Alberta Premier Jason Kenney after
the program was announced alongside
many other restrictions to control the
surge of the Delta variant.

Alberta, but, if I was, I think it is
reasonably safe to say that if I did my
duty to get double-vaxxed, as most
of us in Ontario did throughout the
summer, | would be more than a little
judgemental that
would be using my tax dollars to pay
people who didn’t have the courtesy to
do the same.

Thankfully in Ontario, we have a
slightly different situation.

With our vaccine rates plateauing,
the Ford Government on Wednesday
announced  a certificate
program applicable for “select non-
essential services” and verification app
to help stop the spread of COVID-19.

The move came after months of
hand-wringing by some members of
the government who claimed going
down this path would create some sort
of two-tiered society, as if we don’t
already have one with our drivers’
licenses, health cards, passports and the
like.

The decision, the
Province, sparked a surge in people
registering to get their first or second
doses within a day — with just one
example cited by CP24 pegging the
number of bookings in the provincial
system at 3,479 as of August 31
compared to 7,125 the following day.

This should have come as no surprise
to anyone, particularly those who have
been calling for a similar program
practically since vaccines started to
pour into the country.

Restrict unvaccinated people from
heading into their favourite bars,
hitting the gym, going to a ball game,
or playing the slots and of course you
can be damned sure that they’re going
to do what’s required of them to keep
the good times rolling.

The benefits
people getting vaccinated, and not
having to shell out $100 per person to
make it happen.

The questions, however, are also
twofold.

Why did it take so long for Ontario
to get with the program?

Why did it even have to get to this
point?

The first question might be harder
to answer than the second, but, while
we’re waiting, we can figure out what to
do with our $100 in savings.

my government

vaccine

according to

are twofold: more
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MUSEUM o~ ARCHIVES

The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating...
Photo Day! (September 9)

This photo from the 3rd Form (Grade 11) class at Aurora High School (85.1.7) is from 90 years ago — September 9, 1931, and was taken

on the steps facing Town Park. Let it be a reminder to all students to dress their best when the school photographer comes around!

As we approach the fall, I want to
say thank you to our community for
supporting each other and our local
businesses this summer. Over the last
few months, I have had the opportunity
to meet with several local residents and
businesses, and consistently I've heard
how thankful everyone is to have our
community supporting them.

One of highlights this summer
was speaking with the children who
participated in Sport Aurora’s All Sport
One Day event last month. Their
excitement, energy and willingness to try
new sports made for a very fun day. Thank
you, Sport Aurora, for coordinating such
a wonderful event for our community:.

As you likely know; to further protect
Ontarians as the province continues
to confront the Delta-driven fourth
wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
government, in consultation with the
Chief Medical Officer of Health, will
require people to be fully vaccinated and
provide proof of their vaccination status
to access certain businesses and settings
starting September 22, 2021. Requiring
proof of vaccination in these settings
reduces risk and is an important step to
encourage every last eligible Ontarian to
get their shot, which is critical to protecting
the province’s hospital capacity, while also
supporting businesses with the tools they
need to keep customers safe, stay open
and minimize disruptions.

As of September 22, 2021, Ontarians
will need to be fully vaccinated and provide
their proof of vaccination along with
photo ID to access certain public settings
and facilities. This approach focuses on

I think we can all agree that the past
year has not been the best.

School closures, business lockdowns,
employment and economic uncertainty,
overcrowded hospitals, and a general air
of COVID-related gloom have pervaded.

Fortunately, here in Aurora there have
been a few rays of sunshine amidst all
this darkness. One of these has been our
Town’s special events.

Sadly; a few traditional ones, such as the
Street Sale and Home Show, have had to
be deferred until safer conditions return.

But somehow; despite the challenges of
working around COVID, Town staff’ and
other local groups have kept up a wide
variety of activities for residents of all ages
to enjoy in Town.

The recent Ribfest was a great example.
Apart from the now familiar requirement
of entrance screening and folks wearing
masks, one would never know we were in
the fourth wave of the pandemic.

People strolled around unhindered, with
lots of room to keep safe distances in lines
and at the many picnic tables. There were
lots of vendors, great food, terrific music,
and everyone seemed to be having fun. It
was the perfect way to enjoy late summer
outside.

This event followed what now seems to
be an annual activity held in this park a
few days earlier; the arrival of the Stanley
Cup in Aurora. What a great chance to
meet local hockey star Barclay Goodrow;

i?. S

CHRISTINE'S

CHRONICLES

Christine Elliott, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

higher-risk indoor public settings where
face coverings cannot always be worn and
includes:

* Restaurants and bars (excluding
outdoor patios, as well as delivery
and takeout);

* Nightclubs (including outdoor
areas of the establishment);

*  Meeting and event spaces, such
as banquet halls and conference/
convention centres;

» Tacilities used for sports and fitness
activiies and personal fitness
training, such as gyms, fitness
and recreational facilities with the
exception of youth recreational
sport;

* Sporting events;

* (Casinos, bingo halls and gaming
establishments;

*  Concerts, music festivals, theatres
and cinemas;

e Strip clubs, bathhouses and sex
clubs; and

* Racing venues (e.g;, horse racing).

To Do List

INSIDE AURORA

Scott Johnston

and get a photo with the hockey’s famous
trophy.

The Concerts in the Park series has
been another winner this summer. Social
distancing has meant a fixed number of
attendees, but the music lineup has been
great, and the weather has cooperated
nicely:

If you missed these events, perhaps
you've been able to take in one of the
Town’s Drive-in Movies, or Movie in the
Parks, both of which are still ongoing;

Another popular activity has been the
Farmers’ Market. What better way to
spend Saturday morning than strolling
amongst the fresh food and craft tables,
picking up a few things, and catching up
(socially distanced, of course) with friends
and neighbours?

The above are just a few of the things
that have taken place over the past month.

Throughout the year there seems to have
been no end of things to enjoy, including
modified versions of the Arctic Adventure,
Auroralicious, and Hello Spring, amongst

Ontarians currently have access to a
paper or PDF vaccine receipt that includes
all relevant information to prove that they
are fully vaccinated. As of September 22,
Ontarians will be required to show their
vaccine receipt when entering designated
settings along with another piece of photo
identification, such as a driver’s licence or
health card.

Ontariowill alsointroduce an enhanced
digital vaccine receipt that features a QR
code, which is safe, more secure and with
you wherever you go. This digital vaccine
receipt can be kept on a phone and easily
used to show that you’ve been vaccinated
if you need to. In addition, the province
will launch a new app to make it easier
and more convenient for businesses and
organizations to read and verify that
a digital vaccine receipt is valid, while
protecting your privacy.

We know vaccines provide the best
protection against COVID-19 and the
Delta variant. To protect the health
and well-being of Ontarians, this is one
more tool our government is offering
to encourage even more Ontarians to
receive the vaccine and provide further
protection to fully vaccinated Ontarians as
they safely enjoy activities with their loved
ones and support their local businesses.

If you have not already done so, I
encourage you to book your first or
second dose appointment now. Together
we can stop the spread of COVID-19.

Should you have any questions or require
additional information, please do not hesitate
to contact my office at 905-853-9889 or by
emailing Christine. Elliotico@pc.ola.org

others.

That these events have been able
to be held, despite rapidly changing
COVID protocols, 1s truly impressive, and
demonstrates the enthusiasm, creativity
and hard work of each event’s team,
whether they be composed of volunteers,
local groups, or Town staff.

Even better 13 that there is still more
to come over the next few months, with
Auroralicious (again!), the Multicultural
Festival, Colours of Fall Concert, Haunted
Greenhouse, Santa Under the Stars
parade, The Christmas Market, and
Family First Night all lined up.

No doubt a few other things will also
pop up in the calendar, so keep an eye on
future editions of The Auroran for details.

Before I wind up, I'd like to make
another Town staff-related shout out.

Our corner of Aurora was particularly
hammered by the violent storm that hit
the evening of August 28. Driving and
walking through the area the following
morning, I was hugely impressed by how
quickly Town staff and their contractors
had cleared up the many fallen trees and
branches, or at the very least, temporarily
moved them out of the way to make the
adjacent roads, sidewalks and trails safe for
cars, cyclists and pedestrians.

Great job, and thanks!

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com
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Welcome to

Library Land

By Reccia Mandelcorn

The Accessibility for Ontarians with
Disabilities Act (AODA) was enacted
in 2005. As the manager tasked with
developing my library’s accessibility policy;
I was on a mission that was fueled by the
personal challenges I was experiencing
as my husband became increasingly
disabled through terminal illness.

Libraries are all about being universally
welcoming, so my experiences in Library
Land were always positive.

Getting buy-in from outside our
neighbourhood,  however,  became
increasingly frustrating. Lip service was
given to compliance, but not to the spirit
of the legislation, which was to eliminate
all  barriers,
accessible society.

It 1s said that you have to “walk the
walk” to understand the other side. As
the world has spent the greater part of
the last two years under varying degrees
of restrictions or full lockdown, those of
us fortunate to not be labelled “disabled”
were for the first time prevented from
fully participating in daily life. Now that
the majority of the population has faced
barriers that people with disabilities have
long experienced, I find it interesting
that there’s a new push, enabled by
technologies, towards accessible access to
SO many services.

Quite quickly we came up with
solutions we didn’t think possible. Virtual
health-care (where appropriate) reduces
the stress and expense of travel, as well
as fatigue when dealing with multiple
specialists. Working from home can
be successfully accomplished in many
occupations, increasing productivity for
the employer and self-worth for those
not able to physically attend the office.
Curbside pickup and shopping hours
reserved for the medically fragile members
of society became doable. And although I
truly miss the rush and excitement of live
programming at my library, I am touched
by the emails from residents who are
grateful for our virtual programs, as that’s
the only way they are able to participate.

Library Land i1s powered by the
technology and desire to adapt services,
bridge gaps and broaden the lives of our
communities. In many ways, COVID-19
has presented us with a glimpse of what it
is to not be able to fully participate in what
so many of us have taken for granted.

As I now update the accessibility policy
for my library, I wonder if the adaptations
society has made during this extraordinary
time will allow for a shift in mindset that

creating a universally

removes barriers and supports new ways
of engagement and inclusivity that all
members of society deserve.

What I've been reading:

The Female Persuasion
by Meg Wolitzer
Stranger Diaries
by Elly Griffiths
Divide Me by Zero
by Lara Vapnyar
Evening
by Nessa Rapoport

Reccia  Mandelcorn s the Manages;
Community Collaboration at Aurora Public
Library.  The opinions expressed in  this
column reflect her personal thoughts about the
engagement of community with thewr public
library.

THIS WEEK'S NEW POLL

Will schools remain open
for the duration of
the 2021-22 school year?

Yes No Unsure
www.theauroran.com

PREVIOUS POLL
Have you already made your choice in the 2021 Federal Election?
V| a
E':f 3 VES | NO | UNSURE
o2
Rl 17% | 83%| 7%
F =
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Chrlstlne Elliott

MPP for Newmarket-Aurora

O 905-853-9889 (W 1-800-211-1881
© Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org
www.christineelliottmpp.ca

Starting September 22, 2021

Ontarians will need to be fully vaccinated and provide
proof of vaccination along with photo ID to access
certain higher risk settings.

Vaccines are the best way to protect yourself and

your loved ones from COVID-19 and the Delta variant.
If you still need your first or second dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine, book your appointment today.

COVID brings mental health into campaign forefront

From page 1
answers on how a vote for them and their
party will be a vote in favour of mental
health supports.

In an election with very different visions
for this country’s future, one thing that has
united leaders from major political parties
is that addressing mental health is more
important now than ever before.

But, while the theme has united leaders,
their respective paths towards solutions
diverge.

This week, The Auroran reached out to
confirmed candidates in both Aurora-Oak
Ridges-Richmond Hill and Newmarket-
Aurora on what they are hearing on the
mental health front as they go door-to-door
and how they plan to address the issues
they are hearing from voters.

AURORA-OAK
RIDGES-RICHMOND HILL
Incumbent Conservaive  nominee

Leona Alleslev says residents have shared
with her “heartbreaking stories of the
mental health and addiction challenges”
they and their families have been facing
“They have told me that the pandemic
has made things worse and that the
critical support they need to help them
has been even more difficult to find,” says
Ms. Alleslev. “Conservatives know  that
more needs to be done. We will address
this crisis head-on through our Canadian
Mental Health Action Plan by immediately
restoring health funding to the provinces,
and increasing it by at least $60B over the
next 10 years, including dedicated funding
for mental health treatment, to treat over
1,000,000 additional Canadians annually.
‘A Conservative government will provide
tax incentives for employers to expand their
extended health care insurance programs
to increase mental health service coverage.
Our plan will also create a national suicide
prevention hotline and invest at least
$150M over the first three years to charities
developing mental health programming
Additionally, a Conservative government
will revise the federal substance abuse policy
framework and invest $325M over three
years to create 1,000 residential treatment
beds and 50 recovery community centres.

With the Conservative Canada’s Recovery
Plan, together we will secure mental health
for all Canadians.”

Residents have been “very open” about
their mental health struggles, says Liberal
candidate Leah Taylor Roy, with one
resident saying, “I've lost two years of my
life.”

“This is heartbreaking to hear; and it
sums up what many of us, especially youth,
are feeling,” she says. “Our youth have
been intensely affected by the impacts of
this pandemic — they’ve lost time in school,
time with their friends, and just time to
enjoy being young; In a different way, many
seniors have been suffering as well from the
1solation of this pandemic.”

Assuch, Ms. Taylor Roy says a re-elected
Liberal government will support “better,
more accessible mental health care for all
(Canadians” as mental health “needs to be
treated with the same urgency as any other
illness.”

“We will deliver high-quality, free
mental health services across Canada by
providing funding through the Canada
Mental Health Transfer. We will support
students on campus by hiring 1,200 new
counsellors and ensure all Canadians have
access to mental health crisis and suicide
prevention services through a national
hotline. As many Canadians continue to
work from home, with more and more
workplaces going permanently remote,
the right to disconnect is urgent and can
be implemented easily. The line between
work and home has become increasingly
blurred throughout the pandemic, and we
will work with labour groups to ensure that
line 1s very clear.”

NDP candidate Janice Hagan describes
mental illness as “the biggest cause of
personal disability” in the country, one
which 1s hitting young people between the
ages of 35 and 45 very hard.

“Yet, this disability often goes untreated
and even undiagnosed as mental health
1s not covered by OHIP untl it 1s far too
serious,” she says. “The NDP will build
a more comprehensive public health
care system that includes mental health
specialists and prescription drugs. We will
also bring in a guaranteed liveable income

and expand employment programs for
people with disabilittes. We will end for-
profithome care and long-term care so that
the most vulnerable in our communities
will have quality care based on standards
not profit margins.

“Aurora, Oak Ridges and Richmond
Hill are wealthy communities, but they also
illustrate the growing gap between the very
rich and the very poor in Canada. We may
not have a lot of obviousness homelessness
and poverty, but couch surfing, a growing
opioid crisis and chronic isolation are
obvious problems that are threatening
community health. I have heard of long
waiting lines for addiction problems
and little help for families dealing with
sometimes violent or inconsolable family
members who need more than a short
visit to a care centre. Everyone should have
access to mental health and crisis care they
need.”

NEWMARKET-AURORA

The past 18 months have been
“obviously incredibly challenging,” says
incumbent ILiberal candidate Tony Van
Bynen and has only highlighted “just how
important it is to take care of our own
mental health.”

“I've personally been advocating for
better mental health care as a member
of the Health Committee in Ottawa, so
I am very proud that we’re committing
to billions of dollars in new funding for
mental health,” he says. “We’ll also bring
in a three-digit mental health line, similar
to 911, to make sure that people who are in
crisis are able to get the support they need
immediate.

“Thaven’t necessarily had people sharing
their own struggles [as I have gone door-
to-door]| but lots of folks have mentioned
friends and family who have gone through
difficult times with their mental health.
This 1s something that everyone in our
community is going to be touched with in
one way or another, so it is important that
we have supports in place for people to get
the help they need and deserve.”

From the perspective of NDP candidate
Yvonne Kelly, mental health “just like
dental care and prescription drug care” all

fall under the banner of “health care.”

“COVID took a tremendous toll on the
mental health of Canadians, in particular
our young people, and we believe mental
health care should be provided at no
cost for those who need it,” she says. “An
NDP government will bring in mental
health care for uninsured Canadians and
our pharmacare plan will mean free and
accessible prescripion medications for
mental health. We will work with provinces
and territories to create comprehensive
access to mental health services across
Canada. Our action and advocacy on the
health portfolio demonstrates that we are
the party that will deliver on these promises!

“People are struggling with so many
pressures and external factors that are
seemingly outside of their control, which is
exacerbating mental health challenges. Not
knowing where they are going to move to
or what they can afford, when they learn
their landlord is selling the house is one
[concern from residents| that I've heard
many times over. Continual worry about
the pandemic, particularly for those who
are frontline workers either in health care
or the service industry who don’t have the
luxury of working from home, presents
ongoing stress, increased anxiety and, in
many cases, depression. I spoke to a young
woman just today who is consumed with
worry that if we do go into a fourth wave
and lockdown due to COVID she will not
have earned enough in the last few months
to qualify for benefits and she won’t be
able to maintain her housing. She said she
wasn’t sure that her mental health could
handle another lockdown particularly
with the worry of how this will impact her
financially.”

Conservative candidate Harold Kim
meanwhile says mental health issues have
been “brewing for many years” and the
virus has prompted “a significant spike” in
mental health cases that make it “impossible
for the Liberals to ignore.”

“The chronic erosion of federal transfers
to the provinces for healthcare has also
made this worse, putting mounting pressure
on the provinces to cover the shortfalls,” he
says, adding a Conservative government

Continued on page 21
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“Fall” for local restaurants with

AURORALI

SAVOUR THE FLAVOURS OF AURORA

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

the
with

tastes

offer

Experience all the
community has to
Auroralicious.

Launched earlier this
a winter and spring experience,
Auroralicious 1s back for the fall,
launching this Friday, September
10, and running through Sunday,
October 3.

An initiative of the Town, the
Aurora Chamber of Commerce, and
the Canadian Food & Wine Institute
at Niagara College (The Armoury),
Auroralicious has brought together
several local restaurants, cafes and
eateries to offer customers prix fixe
(fixed price) menus of three-course
meals.

“The concept is to tour around,
try new flavours and find out what
else is out there in the community,”
says Shelley Ware, Special Events
Coordinator for the Town of Aurora.

In addition to new restaurants
on board, one marked difference
between this fall’s Auroralicious and
the inaugural edition is that COVID
restrictions now allow a dine-in
experience whereas participants
were only able to grab takeout the
last time around.

“Everyone wants to try new
restaurants and try new foods, and
now that we’re actually open and
we can go in, it will be a different
experience this year,” says Sandra

year as

WELCOME TO AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES
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Ultimate model shown ¢

O« 72

financing months' on all 2021 TUCSON models

s $900

Example selling price of $27,549 on the 2.0L Essential FWD

finance
purchase credit”

Standard key features include:
« Lane Departure Warning with Lane Keeping Assist

« 7.0" touch-screen display with Apple CarPlay™
and Android Auto™

Additional information:

hyundaicanada.com

Ferri, President and CEQO of the
Aurora Chamber of Commerce.

Adds Emily Hluskonuara of the
Canadian Food & Wine Institute
(CFWI): “From a resident’s point of
view last year, this definitely got us
to try a couple of other restaurants
we don’t normally go do. We’re
creatures of habit a lot of the time
and stick to the same restaurants and
Auroralicious is a great opportunity
for restaurants and patrons alike to
see what’s out there, try out new
menu items and appreciate all there
1s to offer in the Town.”

When  Auroralicious first
launched, restaurants were recruited
to take part and were duly confirmed
just days before a new round of stay-
at-home orders. The first campaign,
says Ms. Ware, pivoted towards a
focus of raising awareness that local
restaurants were still open for takeout
and curbside, and that it was still safe
for patrons take advantage of those
options.

“This time around, we all know
the restaurants are open, still in a
recovery phase, and although there
is still COVID fatigue, I think this
1S a great opportunity to get as
many people out there as possible
supporting commerce,” says Ms.
Ware. “I also think that even though
these restaurants are trying to get as
many customers as they can, I think
this is also a bonding experience for
them because they are part of an
industry still supporting each other
despite [the challenge in bringing in]

was
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Ultimate model with Tech package shown ¢

for

72

months® on all 2021
ELANTRA models

0.99..

financing

Example selling price of $20,334 on the Essential M/T

Standard key features include:
« Rearview camera with dynamic guidelines

« 8.0" touch-screen display with Apple CarPlay™
and Android Auto™

« Dealers may charge additional fees for administration of up to $499. Charges may vary by dealer.
- Active and veteran military personnel receive up to $750 in price adjustments®. Visit hyundaicanada.com/military

——

customers.”

Ms.  Ferri  agrees with this
assessment, adding, “I think we have
seen that camaraderie between the
restaurants. The restaurant groups
that have been created [on social
media] and the camaraderie that has
brought has been really successful.
You can see they support each other
and I think that is what this is all
about: all of us supporting each other
through a difficult time.”
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Asthe CFWIandthe Chamberbring
new and previous restaurants back
on board, they stress Auroralicious is
not asking participating businesses to
cut their prices; rather it is a matter
of creating a special menu at a fixed
price.

“It is putting a different spin and
a different flare on this,” says Ms.
Ware. “Even though the restaurants
always bring their A-Game every
day, this is something that has been
specially put together and I don’t
think anyone could lose by taking a
chance. In fact, I would encourage
[customers] to try a restaurant they
haven’t tried before. It just makes
your evening out that much more of
an evening out.”

Adds Ms. Hluskonuara: “Step out
of your comfort zone, try something
new and support local. You’d be
surprised what’s out there!”

For more on Auroralicious’s fall program,
visit exploreaurora. ca.

Enhanced safety measures in place
In all York Region schools

All students and staff
must complete screening
for COVID-19 symptoms
each day BEFORE going
to school.

Learn more at
york.ca/safeatschool

2021 KONA

Ultimate model shown ¢

O« 72

financing months' on all 2021 KONA models

Example selling price of $23,249 on the 2.0L Essential FWD

Standard key features include:
« Roof side rails

« 7.0" touch-screen display with Apple CarPlay™
and Android Auto™

PRE ORDER
IONIC5 & SANTA CRUZ

TODAY!

Lease® or finance' from

—_—
2 | . o
' . O /O on select models

WE NEED YOUR TRADE! WE WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR S

MEET “KONA” OUR CUSTOMER
CAREAMBASSADOR

Even if you don’t want
to purchase a new one

2021 VENUE

Ultimate model shown ¢

Lease the Essential Auto IVT for:

$950 | at3.49

for 48 months
with $995 down®

weekly

Standard key features include:
« Heated side mirrors with turn signal indicators

« 8.0" touch-screen display with Apple CarPlay™
and Android Auto™

100,000 km

Comprehensive Limited Warranty"*

@& HYUNDAI

OLeasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2021 VENUE Essential Auto IVT/2021 ELANTRA Essential manual with an annual lease rate of 3.49%/0%. Total lease obligation is $11,459/$8,901. Weekly lease payment of $50/$62 for a 48/33-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $995/$0
and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,825/$1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Lease offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees
may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. tFinance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2021 TUCSON 2.0L Essential FWD/2021 KONA 2.0L Essential FWD/2021 ELANTRA Essential manual models with
an annual finance rate of 0%/0%/0.99%. Cost of borrowing is $0/$0/$585. Selling price is $27,549/$23,249/$20,334. Weekly payments are $88/$75/$64 for 72/72/72 months. $0/$0/$495 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include Delivery and Destination charge
of $1,825/$1,825/$1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. *Finance payment shown for the 2021 TUCSON 2.0L Essential FWD includes the finance purchase credit of $500. Finance
purchase creditis applied before taxes and is calculated against the vehicle’s starting price. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. #Price of model shown: 2021 TUCSON Ultimate AWD Magnetic Grey/2021 ELANTRA Ultimate Intense Blue with Tech package/2021 KONA Ultimate AWD Pulse Red/2021VENUE Ultimate
Fiery Red is $40,257/$30,357/$34,457/$27,157. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,825/$1,725/$1,825/$1,825, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. 0+*#Offers available for a
limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer cannot be combined or used in conjunction with any other
available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ttHyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance
conditions. *Certain restrictions apply. Customers must present their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase to receive special price discount off their purchase. Program subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com/military or see dealer for complete details. ™/®The
Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners.

AURORA HYUNDAI

905-841-8190 - 1-888-280-0768
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora

SERVICE & PARTS - OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
7:30AM-6PM - SAT. BAM-NOON
EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS
WEDNESDAY - 7:30AM-8PM

John West Way
Bayview Ave,

N

Wellington St.

Mary St.

www.hyundaiofaurora.ca
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REGISTRATION GUIDE

THE AURORAN

Exploration
& Discovery

Extracurricular activities can expose kids to new ideas, interests and skill &
sets, while also helping them build a sense of identity and feelings of
competence. Keep these tips in mind when reviewing after-school options:

e Talk to kids about the types of activities that interest and excite them.
 Consider the time commitment extracurriculars require, including
fransportation.

e Let kids experiment with trial classes and offerings.
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Awora Music Academy

LIFE"S BETTER 'WITH MUSIC!

2 3
4 4

Somerville Academy

Ballet » Acrobatics » Tap ® Contemporary ¢ Jazz ¢ Hip Hop
Twinkling Tots (3

Looking for a SA
and FUN activity?

Look no further...

Register before
September 18
and save $95

LESSONS CIRCLES/ENSEMBLES THEORY CLASSES
* Music N’ Me 2-3 yrs with * Ukulele * Exam prep

parents group class * Campfire Guitar ® Composition
° grg SCI"IO(l)ClJ MUSiCiG?ShipI o Drum/Percussion ° Improviscxﬁon

-5 yrs old group class  Rock Cam .

(semi private and group) ® Orchestra pB<:md Choir * Songvrifing
o Individual Lessons — T

5-9 yrs old

: Effié (ol -905-773-7013 Email - office@sdadance.ca
. Web Site — www.somervilledanceacademy.com
141 King Road, Richmond Hill

¢ Individual lessons 5-17yrs
¢ Adult Lessons

NEW - Parent/child lesson,
8 yrsold & up

auroramusicacademy.ca | info@auroramusicacademy.ca | 905.900.0094

Recreational dasses — 3 — 18 years @ Award winning competitive dance team




WE'RE STILL HERE!!
CovID SAFE CLASSES!

!l |
2 4 for 3mosnths
Call us at 905.727.7144
to schedule a free introductory . G

lesson at a time that is L1
convenient for you. But hurry. J

This offer expires on
December 31 2021!
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*Smartpeople read thefine print. This offeris only valid fornew membershipsandis only valid for the firstthree months. After the initial three month trial
period, the membership rate will revert to our rate of $197.95 per month. The customer reserves the right to cancel the mem-
bership at any time within the three month trial membership.This offer expires December 31, 2021. Need more information?
Give us a call to book a visit to a class in action.
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AI I S p 0 rt O n e D ay Sport Aurora complies with all Public Health

protocols to ensure sport is safe!

EVENT SPONSOR
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— SPORT

Where
Sport Matters

organizations!

on recreational

~ " (non-competitive) |
sport"é‘r'ﬁl fundamental

sporting.skills:

Registration opens
| SEPT 16th!

Try out a WIDE VARIETY of Sports
Visit bit.ly/all-sport-one-day to find out more!

Please note:

Participants will be
grouped by age prior
to each session.
Group sizes will reflect
the maximum allowable
numbers according to
Public Health.

October 16th:
Morning: 9:00am-12:00pm
(3 sports)

Afternoon: 12:30pm-3:30pm
(3 sports)

Where: St. Maximilian Kolbe
Catholic High School

November 13th:
Morning: 9:00am-12:00pm
(3 sports)

Afternoon: 12:30pm-3:30pm
(3 sports)

Where: Aurora Family
Leisure Complex

with funding from

F
e ST e

Trillium 4
Foundation V de ['Ontaric

An sgency ot Gormenmen of Orilarg
Lin orgemine S gousemmenrse da Oriero

No equipment to
purchase

No long-term
commitments

No pressure,

FREE
Registration
thanks to a donation

from LifeSpring
Physiotherapy!

just fun!

Like us ¢ Follow us

For more info:
sportaurora.ca 'f © ¥

To register: bit.ly/all-sport-one-day

Aurora Skating Club

w Teaching Skating in Aurora for Over 67 Years!

AURORA SC

2021-2022 begins September 13th 2021

On-line Registration OPEN NOW

SKATE CANADA SKATING PROGRAMS
-

CANSKATE - LEARN TO SKATE
®3 yrs+ | 45min Lesson

» Develop Skills for an Aviation Related Career

» Familiarize with the Canadian Armed Forces

» Learn About Marksmanship, Survival, Air Traffic Control
» Gain Leadership and Public Speaking Experience

» Earn Community Volunteer Service Hours

CANSKATE PLUS
® Intro to Figure Skating - Level 4

STARSKATE - FIGURE SKATING
®STAR 1 - Level 6

ADULT/TEEN - LEARN

» Make New Friends in the Community

SKATE

BOREALIS - SYNCHRO TEAM

® See Website for more Synchro
Team details

www.auroraskatingclub.com
info@auroraskatingclub.com
(905) 713-1442

Not-For-Profit Club
Sanctioned by
Skate Canada

Registration is Easy

Call: Gail Waller, Administration Officer at (905) 727-4692
Email: 140admo@gmail.com | Info: www.140aurora.com

—

SKATECANADA
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Sophistication®
New look. Same great taste.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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York enacts new health measures for individuals, businesses

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

As the rate of new cases of COVID-19
continues to rise across Ontario and here
at home, the Region of York has issued
additional health measures to help curb
the spread of the virus.

New measures issued under a Section
22 Class Order from Dr. Karim Kurji,
York Region’s Medical Officer of Health,
came into effect just after midnight this
past Saturday, September 4.

Under the new rules, all York Region
residents diagnosed with or who test
positive for COVID-19, exhibiting

symptoms, awaiting test results, or who

are advised by York Region Public Health
to isolate as a close contact must isolate
immediately in their home or an isolation
facility away from others.

Individuals who fall into these
categories will need to remain in isolation
as directed by Public Health guidelines.

“If you have been diagnosed with
COVID-19 or believe you have
COVID-19, the isolation period is 10
days from the date your symptoms
began,” says Patrick Casey, Director
of Corporate Communications for the
Region. “If you have signs and symptoms
of COVID-19, isolation is 10 days from
the date your symptoms began unless a
negative test result is received. If you are
a close contact of a person diagnosed
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with COVID-19, you must isolate for 10
days from the date of your last exposure.”

The new orders also put more
stringent rules on business owners and
anyone hosting public gatherings in
private residences or commercial facilities
throughout York Region.

The rules require anyone of these
hosts to keep a list of names and contact
information for all attendees which must
be provided to York Region Public Health
upon request. They must also provide
the Public Health Unit with any other
information that is requested about the
gathering for case management purposes
and contact tracing within 24 hours of
the request.

They must also ensure that all
requirements for gatherings set out in
the Reopening Ontario Act and local
regulations are met.

“Failure to comply with any of these
new measures may resultin charges under

the Health Protection and Promotion
Act and fines of up to $5,000 for every
day the offence occurs,” says Casey.

LOCAL STATS

Cases of COVID-19 continue to rise
in Aurora with 31 active cases as of
Tuesday, September 7.

Since the start of the pandemic, the
community has seen a total of 1,969
confirmed cases of the virus, 1,890 of
which are now marked as recovered.

There have been 48 fatalities attributed
to the virus.

Of the 31 active cases, 26 are related
to local transmission, close contact, or
unknown exposure, 3 to institutional
exposure, and 2 to workplace outbreak.

59.2 per cent of local cases between
August 31 and September 7 were among
the unvaccinated residents aged 12
and up who are eligible to receive their
vaccines.

From page 1
22, people will be required to
provide proof of their vaccination
status 1n certain businesses and
settings.

Requiring proof of vaccines in
these areas, says the Province, will
“reduce risk and is an important
step to encourage every last
eligible Ontarian to get their shot,
which 1s critical to protecting the
province’s hospital capacity, while
also supporting businesses with the
tools they need to keep customers
safe, stay open, and minimize
disruptions.”

“As the world continues its fight
against the Delta variant,
government will never waver in our
commitment to do what’s necessary
to keep people safe, protect our
hospitals and minimize disruptions
to businesses,” said Premier Doug
Ford in a statement. “Based on the
latest evidence and best advice,
COVID-19  vaccine certificates
give us the best chance to slow the
spread of the virus while helping us
to avoid further lockdowns.”

By the time the program is
implemented on September 22,
Ontarians will need to be fully
vaccinated — that is, having received
two doses plus 14 days — and
provide proof of these vaccinations
along with photo IDs at a number
of public settings and facilities.

These include restaurants and
bars (excluding outdoor patios,
as well as delivery and takeout);
nightclubs (including outdoor areas
of the establishment); meeting and
event spaces such as banquet halls
and convention centres; facilities
used for sports and fitness activities
and personal fitness training, such
as gyms, fitness and recreational
facilities with the exception of youth
recreational sport; sporting events;
bingo halls and gaming
establishments; concerts, music
festivals, theatres and cinemas; strop
clubs, bathhouses and sex clubs; and
racing venues.

“We know vaccines provide the
best protection against COVID-19
and the Delta variant,” said Minister
of Health Christine Elliott. “To
protect the health and wellbeing
of Ontarians, our government will
offer one more tool to encourage

our

casinos,

Region sees 72% increase in
first doses following vaccine
certificate announcement

even more Ontarians to receive
the vaccine and provide further
protection to fully vaccinated
Ontarians as they safely enjoy
activities with their loved ones and
support their local businesses.”

People who are unable to receive
a vaccine for medical reasons will
be permitted into these settings with
a doctor’s note until “recognized
medical exemptions can  be
integrated as part of a digital vaccine
certificate,” noted the Ministry.

Children 11 years of age and
younger and unable to be vaccinated
will also be exempt.

“Ontario  will develop and
provide additional tools to improve
user efficiency and
business supports in the coming
weeks,  including  establishing
alternative tools for people with no
email, health card or ID,” said the
Province. “The government will
work to support implementation
of vaccine certificates for Indigenous
communities whether or not they

have opted to enter their data into

experience,

COVaxON, while maintaining
Indigenous  data  governance,
control, access and possession
principles.

“Ontarians currently have access
to a paper or PDF vaccine receipt
that includes all relevant
information to prove that they are
fully vaccinated. As of September
22, Ontarians will be required to
show their vaccine receipt when
entering designated settings along
with another piece of photo
identification, such as a driver’s
licence or health card. This is similar
[to the initial] implementation
approach announced in British
Columbia.

Ontario will also introduce an
enhanced digital vaccine receipt
that features a QR code, which
is safe, more secure and with
you wherever you go. This
digital vaccine receipt can be kept
on a phone and easily used to show
that yowve been vaccinated if you
need to. In addition, the province
will launch a new app to make
it easier and more convenient
for businesses and organizations
to read and that a
digital vaccine receipt is valid,
while protecting your privacy.”

verify
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Candidates share vision for post-COVID recovery

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

When Canadians head to the polls on
September 20, they will not only be picking
their next government, but the individuals
as well who will play integral parts in the
nation’s post-COVID recovery.

This week, The Auroran asked
confirmed candidates why a vote for them
and the party they representis a vote towards
Canada’s recovery in the years ahead.

NEWMARKET-AURORA

The NDP has “always been a party
for the people, working class/middle class
and those who have been sidelined by
poverty and other life hardships,” says party
candidate Yvonne Kelly; and an economy
that doesn’t work for everyone is “not
acceptable to us.”

“That is why we are committed to tax
reform that will allow us to expand public
services and re-invest in ordinary Canadians
who have been hit the hardest throughout
this pandemic,” she says. “In order to do
that, we will implement comprehensive
tax reform to increase our revenue streams
and that can be done in a number of ways.
We will return the corporate tax rate to
their 2020 levels, or 18 per cent, while
maintaining the small business tax credit at
its current level.

“We will implement a 1 per cent tax on
the wealthiest Canadians (those in excess of
$10 million in wealth), close tax loopholes,
tackle tax havens, rein in real estate
speculation, and make big polluters pay.
The Canadians for Tax Fairness Platform
for Tax Fairness has estimated that such a
comprehensive approach could generate
$90 billion in revenues annually:

“The other reason that the NDP is the
right party to lead the recovery is because
we are the people we represent and we
understand the struggles of everyday
Canadians. It is important that we build
back for a just recovery that addresses the
disparities that have been revealed as a result
of COVID. Women and racialized women
have been disproportionately impacted and

yet they most often have been the workers
on the frontline, n the service industry, in
health care settings and in non-for-profit
organizations, who didn’t take time off
and couldn’t work from home during the
pandemic. Our very survival was on their
backs.

“Having gone through a crisis of such
magnitude and understanding where many
of the cracks are, we need to learn from
this experience and build for the future. We
can’t return to the status quo, or continue to
leave people behind, and we can’t wait any
longer to take ambitious action on climate
change.”

Conservative candidate Harold Kim
says his party has a plan for every program
and service “that has gone off the rails in
the past six years.”

Their recovery plan, he says, will
“unleash innovation and move Canada up
in the 2020 Global Index from its current
standing at 17" in the world for research
and development and 21* for technology
output.”

“We will be mvesting $5 billion over
five years for research and development
of hydrogen, electric vehicles and
pharmaceutical research and production
in Canada in addition to providing tax
incentives for buying from a Canadian
start-up, financing incentives, to name just
a few;” he says. “We have the talent and
the natural resources that Canada should
be on the world’s radar. We are providing
many programs to support the economy:
Small businesses are the mainstay of
Canada’s economy and have been hit
hard by the pandemic. We have included a
Rebuild Main Street program that includes
providing tax credits, loans and tax credits
for capital investments and will be reforming
the Business Development Bank of Canada
to make it easier to start a business. We are
also focussing on the supply side of the
economy with our Job Surge Plan. In this
plan we will be giving a helping hand to
those whose ability to work was affected
by the pandemic. But the help isn’t just
throwing more money at them and leaving
them to fend for themselves without help for
the future. Conservatives believe Canadians

should have choices about their futures
and have provided many options to help
Canadians upgrade their skills, start a new
career, take additional training or undergo
apprenticeship programs to get Canadians
back working again in good jobs.

‘As part of the recovery, we need to
ensure this state of unpreparedness [at
the start of the pandemic| never happens
again. We need to amend our Emergency
Preparedness plans, build stockpiles of
emergency supplies, including making
vaccines domestically and ensure a more
responsive relationship with the Provincial
Premiers.”

For incumbent Liberal candidate Tony
Van Bynen, integral in the recovery will be
“building a country where were tackling
the big issues and making sure that nobody
gets left behind.”

“I genuinely believe that the Liberal
Party has the record and the plan to keep
making Canada the very best place in the
world to live,” he says. “On everything from
childcare to housing to climate change,
I think we’ll be able to keep making a
lot of progress on making peoples’ lives
better once we finish the fight against the
pandemic.”

Recovery, he adds, “obviously” has an
economic component but having vaccine
mandates in place will be “vital” in getting
us “back to our normal lives.

“The lack of social interaction and the
impact it has on our relationships and our
mental health has been a huge challenge
for everyone,” he says. “If we’re able to get

back to travelling, to more regularly seeing
our friends and family, and to safely going to
restaurants, concerts, and sporting events —
I think that’s going to be the most mentally
beneficial part of the recovery for all of us.
Vaccines are our path back to being able to
do all of that.”

AURORA-OAK
RIDGES-RICHMOND HILL

Since the beginning of the pandemic,
Liberal candidate Leah Taylor Roy says her
party has had “Canada’s backs” and going
forward Canadians “need a government
that will support us.”

“We fought for businesses and protected
millions of jobs,” she says. “We quickly
introduced the Emergency Response
benefit to ensure Canadians who did lose
their jobs didn’t have to worry about paying
rent or putting food on the table. We secured
one of the most diverse vaccine portfolios
in the world and rolled them out ahead of
schedule. Canada has weathered this storm
better than almost anywhere in the world,
and it’s the Liberal government’s leadership
that got us there.

“Erin O’Toole’s Conservatives want to
wind down relief spending when many
families, businesses and industries still need
it to stay afloat. We can’t afford to move
backward and dial down our efforts now.
We need to ramp them up to finish this
fight and ensure our recovery is strong and
sustainable. The Liberals are the only party
with the plan and the record to get us to

Continued on page 19
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Fab Four brmgs curtam down on Concerts In the Park

The sounds of John, Paul, George and Ringo rang out from Town Park last Wednesday as The Beatles tribute band, The Fab Four, closed the Town of Aurora’s popular Concerts in the Park summer series.
(Clockwise from Top Right) The band takes the stage. Mayor Tom Mrakas gets into the act. Ruth, Veronika and Jacqueline enjoy the show. Sarah and Mike find their place on the bleachers. Mike and Amy
reserved their socially-distanced spot on the lawn. Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Join us for a
VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, October 2
at 10:00 am

Register today at
www.cds.on.ca/planyourvisit

Every child has a future waiting to emerge. A passion ready to ignite. We offer the possibilities that make it happen. A place where they are
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themselves. They find big, dreamy answers to the most important question of all;

WHO WILL YOU BE?

cds.on.ca/whowillyoube
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Victorian tea with Victorian gothic backdrop
is @ winning recipe for Hillary House

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
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A high tea was an art perfected by the
Victorians, and it is art that has only been
kicked up several notches by the Aurora
Historical Society as they prepare to host
a Harvest Tea on the grounds of Hillary
House next week.

On Saturday, September 18, the
Aurora Historical Society will welcome
guests to the lawns of Hillary House for
two seatings of a traditional tea, with the
Victorian gothic architecture of Aurora’s
only National Historic Site providing the
perfect ambiance and backdrop.

The second annual Victorian Harvest
Tea will not only include a pot of tea,
sandwiches, scones and desserts, but a
free tour of Hillary House and the Koftler
Museum of Medicine as well.

“This year we will be offering a full
afternoon tea menu, including the regular
tea sandwiches as well as harvest-themed
scones and desserts, fruit, tea, apple cider
and juice,” says Aurora Historical Society

(AHS) curator Kathleen Vahey of the
menu that has been designed with Aurora-
based caterers Catharina’s Kitchen, a
mainstay of the Aurora Farmers’ Market.
“With COVID last year, we weren’t able
to get together as often as we would in
a regular year, but by having the event
outside 1t really gave us the opportunity
to have that because we still couldn’t get
inside with the numbers we were hoping
for. We were able to enjoy the grounds, the
weather held up, and last year’s tea was
kind of a peek into what might be.”

Health restrictions still don’t allow the
AHS to welcome scores of people inside
at the same time, but they have loosened
enough that this year they can increase
capacity and ticket sales — with the same
important COVID health protocols firmly
in place.

“Tables will be separated, you will
only be put at a table with the people you
bought tickets with or groups of four, and
everyone will be spaced out on the lawns,”
says Ms. Vahey. “Youll still have the
opportunity to come inside the house for a
COVID-friendly sneak peek at the house,

the gift shop will be open and it is a way to
get together and showcase Hillary House
in a fun way with lots of yummy food.

“We hope that through events like this
were reaching a broader audience and
the tea brings people out to Hillary House
who haven’t been here before and it puts
the House on their radar and that they
engage with us.”

As Hillary House is nearly 160 years
old, it is a building that requires significant
upkeep. The Victorian Tea is a fundraiser
for just such repairs and, if you have been
by recently, you will have noticed fencing
and scaffolding around its Yonge Street
facade.

This is the result of extensive restoration
work currently being carried out on
the verandah to ensure it endures for
generations to come.

“By the tea, maybe the restoration work
will be complete, but maybe not, so this
provides us with a good opportunity as
well to explain the restoration work the
AHS i1s currently undergoing,” says Ms.
Vahey. “I think it is important to bring to
light things the AHS does. Not only do
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If your cowboy boots have been
collecting dust after two years
without a visit to the Magna Corral,
now is their time to shine.

This month, country talents
are coming together for a Virtual
Hoedown Concert, benefiting 30
charities, non-profits and
community groups.

The Virtual Hoedown Concert
will star Hoedown mainstay Beverley

local

Hoedown plans virtual

Mahood, along with CCMA Award
Winner Leah Daniels, past winners
of the Hoedown Showdown Mac
Shepherd, John Anderson, and
Dayna Reid, and more.
“Collectively, these organizations
(the 30 charities who have partnered
with Hoedown this year) help over
181,000 residents across York
Region through their programs
and services,” says Erin Cerenzia,
Manager  of  Neighbourhood
Network. “We encourage the
community to participate in our
programs to

upcoming virtual

concert

show their support and help raise
some additional money for these
important community groups.”

Additional programs
include a silent auction, which will
run September 13 — 18 with more
than 125 items up for grabs, with
proceeds benefiting the partner
charities, and a Virtual Student
Hoedown, tailored to students with
disabilities across York Region.

For more on all these initiatives,
including how to purchase your
tickets to the Virtual Hoedown
Concert, visit www.hoedown.ca.

virtual
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we do teas and events, but there is a lot
of behind-the-scenes work — and a lot of
in front-of-the-scenes work as well with the
verandah.

“If you’relooking for aunique afternoon
or a perfect setting, with some delicious
food, and want to support heritage
in the community and a community
partner; come on out! It’s a chance to
enjoy company, eat some food, and learn
something about history in Aurora.”

Tickets for the Victorian Harvest
Tea on September 18 at 12.30 p.m. and
2.30 p.m. are on sale now at the Aurora
Historical Society for $31.50 per person.
For more mformation, including ticket
purchases, visit aurorahs.com/Victorian-
harvest-tea-1.

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted
legal advice since 1983

| 70 Bernard Ave, Richmond Hill, ON | verveseniorliving.com
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The start of a new school year means cleaning up your house to find out what you need
and don't need.

IT'S TIME TO VISIT

GIVESHOP IS A MARKETPLACE APP THAT ALLOWS
YOU TO EITHER DONATE OR PURCHASE GENTLY-USED
ITEMS IN YOUR COMMUNITY, WITH THE PROCEEDS
GOING TOWARDS MARGARET BAHEN HOSPICE AND
DOANE HOUSE HOSPICE.

Head to your basements, garages, attics or storage units and find any items that you're
willing to part with.

. Margaret Bahen Hospice and Doane House Hospice receive the proceeds of the
items being sold on the marketplace

- Donors of items sold on the marketplace receives a charitable tax receipt

« Buyers can make purchases with the knowledge that they are supporting a great
cause!

« And we all help the environment by repurposing items that would otherwise end
up in a landfill or sit in our basements, garages, attics and storage units gathering
dust forever!

IT'S A TRUE WIN-WIN-WIN-WIN SITUATION!

>. It's time to clear some space in your home while raising money for your local Hospices! d
Visit www.myhospice.ca/giveshop/ to find out how you can get involved.
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for York Risgion

653 Queen Street, Newmarket ON L3Y 2J1 | 905-967-1500 ext. 632 | events@myhospice.ca
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Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill
Meet Your Candidates: Janice Hagan — New Democratic Party

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill NDP candidate
Janice Hagan.

Contributed photo

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

In her professional life, Janice
Hagan’s colleagues often vote for her
to be a voice for their concerns.

It 13 not a role that she takes
lightly and, as the NDP candidate
for Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond
Hill, Ms. Hagan is hoping to be a
voice for local concerns in Ottawa
following the September 20 Federal
Election.

Ms. Hagan, an employee at
Seneca College, has entered the race
to carry the orange banner. This will
not be the first time she has stood as
a candidate for the NDP and has, in
fact, been on the ballot before when
portions of Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill were in different
ridings.

Now, as the confirmed candidate,
she 1s eager to take her message to
voters, one that is focused on the
environment and climate change.

“This year, the big issues are
environment and climate change
because we have 10 years really to
make a huge difference in turning
this around — and it’s now or never,

)

right?”

Addressing climate change 1is
not, she says, “about passing laws
to give people tax breaks if they
don’t pollute” as the impacts of
climate change are “interwoven into
everything else.”

“You can’t just fix one problem,”
says Ms. Hagan on why she aligns
with  the NDP’s environmental
platform versus those of other
parties. “The NDP is about putting
in plans right now to start re-training,
to start making strategies of how
we can create green jobs to move
people into. By 2030, we want to cut
emissions by 50 per cent, where the
Liberals are more about by 2050 we
will have no more emissions — but
how do we get there? We have to
start now.”

Part of that starting off point
1s what she describes as the “Just
Transition” focusing on people who
will be “affected the most” by these
policies, particularly people who
work in “carbon-based industries.”

“The NDP understands that all
these things are connected,” she says,
citing rising temperatures and the
impact this has on the Gulf Stream.
“You can’t just reduce emissions —
that’s a popular notion —but you have
to actually look at the whole problem
and fix everything. I love their idea
of a Climate Corps, like a Peace
Corps for young people on climate
change. One of the things I like to
do with my husband in our spare
time 1s we work on the waterways
and the wetlands around where we
live [and take out invasive species] to
bring in more native plants. We can
have people doing that — maybe not
getting paid a lot but getting food
and board like in the Peace Corps,
getting experience on their resumes,
getting outside and learning about
the environment, which we really
need. It’s hard to expect the private
sector to clean up the waterways; we
have to do it as a community.”

Ms. Hagan says her party “has
alwaysbeen on the side of the working
class” but it’s getting harder to live
in  Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond
Hill. There is a “serious problem”
with housing costs and to address
this problem she says it is essential
to “get the Federal government into
building houses again.” Another
key factor in addressing the issue
of affordability is an expansion of
health care, she says.

“The government 1s already
paying for so many people’s drugs as
it — all the public workers who have
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benefits plans, everybody who 1is
on social assistance, seniors, people
in hospital — and it is not going to
cost that much to be able to add
more people to it,” she says. “If
there is one buyer for drugs, we can
negotiate better prices. [We want]
a health care system that includes
drugs, mental health care for people
who are vulnerable in our society
who can’t afford it.”

As a mom of three who are just
getting past the university age, she
says she knows firsthand the problem
of student debt and addressing this
1s also a matter of affordability,
which can be tackled by having
people “who have made $17 billion
more since the lockdown last year to
start paying for some of the services
that help people build this society
where they are able to make so much
money.”

“They are benefiting from a
workforce that gets free healthcare,
gets good, strong education and they
can pay a little bit more for those
services and help us get out of the
recession instead of it just coming
off the backs of our young people
who can’t even afford a place to live,”
she says, before touting the benefits
of instituting a living wage. “If
everyone has a living wage, which is
different from minimum wage which
means you can buy food and shelter
for your family but you can also send
your kids to swimming lessons or
buy a new shirt, having people with
a little bit of extra income actually
improves our community because
people can buy things, store owners
can make money, they can pay
better taxes and the money moves
faster. Money being hoarded in bank
accounts in nice, hot countries is not
really helping our economy at all.

“People like to think the NDP likes
to spend, spend, spend, but there
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are certain things we’re not going
to spend on like subsidies for oil
companies to do further exploration
on an old technology that is not
going to move forward for the
planet. There is money there we can
spend and just getting the economy
going again, giving people spending
money, creating decent jobs where
people make good money, this is how
to improve our communities, but a
lot of people think we’ll go into debt
and that’s not the case. You go into
debt when you divide the rich and
the poor so far that the poor can
only pay their necessary bills and
buy food and the rich are putting all
their money overseas. That does not
help our economy.”
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#1 TEAM IN YORK REGION | TOP 10 TEAM IN CANADA | #15 WORLDWIDE FOR REMAX™

RELOCATING... UPSIZING... DOWNSIZING...

Allow Us To Help You

You Deserve The Royal Treatment.

QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS? CALL OR E-MAIL US TODAY

905.907.5464

homes@darylking.com | www.darylking.com
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We Have Already Helped More Than 400 Happy Families So Far In 2021

Stunning 7700sqft Home With 5-Car Stunning Over 7500 Sqft Estate Surrounded

Private Enclave in Prestigious Nobleton. Luxurious Feng Shui-Certified Home On
Garage Backing Onto Ravine! By Tranquil Ravine Grounds

Stunning Breathtaking Home With Lots a Corner Ravine Lot
Of Custom Work!

CALL OR EMAIL US TODAY FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

GET VIP EARLY ACCESS TO THE HOTTEST PROJECTS COMING ON THE MARKET!

Pre-Construction | New Developments

ASK US HOW!
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Tim Wakefield

Contributed photo

By Robert Belardi

Grand Master Tim Wakefield had a
fairly troubled childhood.

The son of a cartoon artist, he faced
many difficulties in the classroom. He
was judged as being different than others
by his appearance and his personality. He
travelled from school to school, hoping
something was going to be different.

When he finally decided to return to the
mainstream school network, his English
teacher in elementary school knew how
excellent a creative writer he could be.
He wrote plenty of unique stories, one of
which was picked up by Scholastic.

With his success came certain critiques
that didn’t take too kindly to how well
he was doing One child, who didn’t like
Wakefield very much, decided to assault
him in the classroom. Four teachers
intervened to pull the young man oft” of
Wakefield.

Both students were suspended for
three days, and looking back on the
incident Wakefield understood there was a
problem. There wasn’t a no tolerance issue
back then. The school pegged him as the
source of the trouble. His parents didn’t
know what to do. But instead of trying to
head out on the run like he had done so
in years past, Wakefield took matters into
his own hands and decided to look into
martial arts.

“I tricked my parents into getting into
martial arts. They didn’t want me getting
into any fighting techniques at all. I kind of
conned my parents getting into it and the
martial arts,” Wakefield said.

“It’s funny how I got into it because I
was ranting and raving to my buddy that

THE AUZZ##RAN

SECTION B

Sports ® News ® Coming Events
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SHAOLIN Martial Arts Canada: The oldest dojo in
Aurora going strong for more than 25 years

I need to get into martial arts. I searched
martial arts in the phone book and I saw
jujitsu and I had no idea what that 1s. Tae
Kwon Do, what the heck is that? Oh,
karate and Kung Fu. I recognize these so
let’s try this one.”

Wakefield called and set up an
appointment. With his parents being
punctual people, he knew he had to give
them only a certain amount of notice
before meeting with the instructor. The
instructor gave his parents every reason
why Wakefield needed to be a part of
martial arts.

They agreed.

When the school year arrived next year,
Wakefield was approached by the bully.
He didn’t trash him or harm him. He
defended himself to the point the bully
simply gave up.

“I went from sub-zero confidence to
over the top confidence in a day:. I thought,
wow, this was fantastic. I started looking
at my teacher a little more closely, I said I
want to do what he’s doing. I don’t know
how I'm going to get there. But I will,”
Wakefield said.

“In the back of my mind, I said if this
1s what martial arts can do for me, and
make me feel empowered with myself and
face other people again, imagine if I can
do that for one other person. Imagine if I
can do that for 10 people. 100 people. Or
more. This became a driving force.”

He trained to become a ninja learning
ninjutsu. He still kept up with Shaolin
Kenpo. It got to the point he was training
for 10 hours a day every Friday, while also
training for multiple hours throughout the
week as well to master his trade.

Once he got married in 1995 to his
wife and made a few other exceptional
decisions, his life snowballed into a
phenomenal success story. In just a few
months after he got married, he received
his first black belt. He then received a call
a dojo was available in Aurora. Growing
up in Richmond Hill and then living in
"Toronto, he took the opportunity to come
to a small town like Aurora and blossomed.

Eventually learning from one of two
monks in Toronto, he didn’t need to be
under another grand master to operate
his school. He became a disciple at the
Shaolin Temple under a Buddhist named
Shi Yan Feng,

At the school, Grand Master Wakefield
teaches Shaolin Kenpo Karate, ninjutsu,
Kung Fu, Iado and Jodo.

But he says martial arts aren’t about
fighting,

“It’s really not about fighting, It’s about
mastering yourself and getting to know
yourself and making good decisions with
proper information,” Wakefield explained.
“Fightingis 10 per cent of what we do. The
rest 18 mostly mental. Some people argue
metaphysical. But I'd say mostly mental.”

Last year, Wakefield’s 25 anniversary
of the business was disrupted due to the

COVID-19 pandemic.

He was planning to have other Grand
Masters from all over the continent. The
Mayor, his first teacher and others were
going to be invited. He said he will now do
it for the 30™ anniversary instead.

Until then, he will continue to share his
knowledge with his students and Shaolin
Kenpo Gongtu.

For parents who are interested in placing
their kids in school, they will see their child
learn discipline and an improvement on
their self-esteem. Wakefield caters to what
the parents say their children need to work
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on. He also notices that a lot of children
have anxiety and he shows his students
how to focus on the now and not worry
about the past or future.

“One of the primary things martial arts
can do for you is it can teach a person to
keep their mind fluidly in the moment. So,
they aware of what the future is doing and
they learn from errors in the past so they
can perform in the present.”

For any wmformation if you have a chuld who s
interested i martial arts, contact Shaolin Martial
Arts Canada 905-841-2263.
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“You have to believe in magic,” says one of world’s
youngest published authors

Seven-year-old Aurora
resident explores
inclusivity and
diversity with
“The Great Big Lion”

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

As she awaited a return to Northern
Lights Public School this week, Aurora
resident Chryseis Knight was keeping
busy with her pen.

The seven-year-old was not getting
a head start on assignments, however.
Remarkably, she was working on the
latest pages of a three-part novel
series based on kings, queens, and four
fictional kingdoms.

A hard task for anyone of any age
with a passion for writing, to be sure,
but Chryseis 1s taking it all in her stride.

Send submissions to brock@lpcmedia.ca

THE AURORAN

PHO'I'OGRAPHY CON'I'ES'I'

Street art enhances our experience of a place. Whether it is urban graffiti, sculpture or yarn bombing, public art
interrupts our daily routine, surprising and delighting passersby. This year’s One Book Aurora photography contest,
hosted by The Aurora Public Library and The Auroran newspaper invites your photos of art in unexpected places.

For rules and guidelines, visit onebookoneaurora.com
Contest deadline is Friday, October 1, 2021.

One One
Book Aurora

After all, she’s been a published author
for nearly half of her life.

Born in Singapore, Chryseis broke
into the publishing world at the age of
just three with The Great Big Lion, a
work she wrote and illustrated herself,
being picked up by Penguin Random
House of India.

Having taught herself to read before
the age of one, the prodigious lover of
the written world was inspired to set pen
to paper after a family visit to the zoo.

“My parents read to me when I was
younger than a year old,” she says, “and
when I was a year old, I actually picked
up reading. My love for reading grew
so great that by the time I was three, I
finished all the children’s books on the
book shelf. I was looking for something
new to do and I realized that if I enjoyed
reading so much, maybe others would
too — and I decided to write a story for
others.”

As much as it was written for others,
it was written with one specific person
in mind: her baby brother, to whom the
book is dedicated.

Building her story around a lion who
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is just a little bit different from the rest
of the pride, she set out to create a
story based on inclusivity, diversity and
empathy.

“Inclusivity’ just means including
and ‘diversity’ means the differences
in our lives,” she says. “We’re just
including the differences. I went to
Niagara Falls and I saw a rainbow and
after that, this thought struck me: could
you imagine a rainbow with only one
colour? It wouldn’t be a rainbow. That’s
why inclusivity and diversity are so
beautiful.

“When I think of inclusivity and
diversity, I think of the colours of the
rainbow, all the beautiful colours.
If there was only one colour, it just
wouldn’t be a rainbow and it wouldn’t
look as nice. Empathy is the reason I
read books because I get a chance to
put myself into others’ shoes, to walk
through the authors’ minds, to walk
with the characters and hold their
hands and understand their feelings.”

Despite her young age, Chryseis
likes to include her own feelings and
lived experiences into her writing. In
addition to The Great Big Lion, her
story Capturing Thunder was one she
created to help she and her brother
overcome their fear of storms, while
Why Are There Stars in the Sky, she
says, 1s about the bond between a parent
and a child.

“Reading Capturing Thunder to him
helped me overcome my fear and now
I am not scared of thunder and my
brother isn’t, either,” she says. “For
people who want to become writers,
I would just say go with your passion
and go with what inspires you. When
you're inspired, it’s magic and you
know what Roald Dahl says? ‘A little
magic can take you a long way.’ You
have to believe in magic.”

It is, perhaps, fitting, that young
Chryseis cites a quote from Roald
Dahl as his novel, Matilda, telling
the story of a wise-beyond-her-years

student who finds her outlet and
passion in books despite the lack of
support from her parents, has inspired
generations of girls.

“I see a similarity, but I also see a
difference because my parents are
great!” she says.

This gets a chuckle from her mother,
Verin Giovanni, who says as parents
they were initially taken aback that
their daughter could read at such a
young age.

“It has been a very pleasant journey
for us discovering what she can do at
such a young age,” says Verin. “We
have taken the stance of just being
really supportive and encouraging
her in her journey. We realized very
quickly that we had to take on a very
supportive role. Our children both
have minds of their own and they go
into creative spaces [whether it is]
writing or something else. My son is
into music and Lego and we support
him in that journey as well. With her,
it is writing and I think as parents the
best thing you can do 1s listen in closely
to what their needs are and work
towards it.

“At the end of the day, she shares
with us what she has written and we
get to enjoy what she does. For us, it 13
a blessing and it is something we hope
that more people can get to enjoy as
they read her books.”

And we could have much more to
read from Chryseis.

“I am currently writing a chapter
book about four kingdoms,” she says.
“With kingdoms, you get kings and
queens and conflicts in the country and
across the boarders. I include some
haunting moments inside, so be careful
not to get spooked when you read it!
Can you imagine a story where they all
lived happily ever after and it was so
happy that nothing bad or out-of-the-
ordinary happened? I want something
that will take my readers on a journey
of twists, turns, ups and downs.”
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

Calling all Whisky enthusiasts! Or do we mean Scotch?
What’s the difference? Join us, the Aurora Historical Society,
virtually and find out more about the intriguing world
of whisky. Your experience includes 5 carefully
selected, premium brands; a specially designed whisky
glass and a wander through time as the Aurora Whisky
Society comes to you from within Hillary House. Tickets
are $131.25 and can be purchased on the AHS website
aurorahs.com/hillary-house-virtual-scotch-tasting-1  until
September 2. Generously sponsored by:
Bazil Developments Inc., Thomas Foods
International Canada, Highland Gate Developments Inc.,
Kerbel Group, Groundswell Urban Planning, and ERA
Architects Inc.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the
Aurora Farmers’ Market. With strict COVID-19 protocols
in place, the Market vendors are excited to welcome
residents and customers once again. For more information,
visit theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

* % % %

The Town of Aurora will once again host a drive-
in movie at the Desjardins Parking lot this evening
beginning at dusk. For more information, visit aurora.ca/
moviesinthepark.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the
Aurora Farmers’ Market. With strict COVID-19 protocols
in place, the Market vendors are excited to welcome
residents and customers once again. For more information,
visit theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

* % * %

Break out your fascinators, it’s Tea Time! Treat yourself
to a delicious afternoon tea with a harvest twist at the 2nd
Annual Victorian Harvest Tea on September 18, hosted by
the Aurora Historical Society on the beautiful, tree-lined
grounds at Hillary House National Historic Site. In addition
to your pot of tea, sandwiches, scones, and desserts, enjoy
a free tour of Hillary House to learn about the unique
history of this beautiful National Historic Site in Aurora.
Pick from two seatings: 12.30 pm or 2.30 pm. Tickets
are $31.50/person and can be purchased on the AHS
website:aurorahs.com/victorian-harvest-tea-1.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

Join former Olympic skier Karen Stemmle virtually as
she discusses how a shy girl, growing up in Aurora, made it
to the largest sporting stage in the world and recently had the
biggest honour of her life — being inducted into the Aurora
Sports Hall of Fame. Part of the Aurora Historical Society’s
Speaker Series. Karen enjoys reminiscing about growing
up in Aurora, ski team life and has some funny stories
about being on the road and finding the courage to hurl
herself down a mountain at over 135 kph. Join us for /
Life Adventures from 0 to 140 km/h with KAREN
STEMMLE, 2016 Aurora Sports Hall of Fame inductee.
Presentation in partnership with the Aurora Sports Hall of
Fame. Tickets are $10.50 and can be purchased on the
AHS website: aurorahs.com/karen-stemmle-adventures-
0-140-kmh-0.

ONGOING

Support AbuseHurts” Delivering Hope Full Circle
Program textile recycling and donation program. In the
current COVID climate, a greater number of people
are wanting to donate or get rid of unwanted items,
increasing the need for more outlets being available
to receive the items. This program will provide a
convenient way for people to donate or get rid of
used/unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and furniture
and will help lessen the amount of items ending up in
landfills. Materials that were previously perceived as
waste will now be seen as a valuable resource further
encouraging redistribution. The items will be recycled
in the following ways: To be given to individuals who
are survivors of violence and are transitioning from
shelters into new homes; To be sold in our store;
To be sold to a textile recycler, which makes for an
ongoing source of funding for Abuse Hurts enabling
them to provide their services to the thousands of
people that require them each year. When and Where:
Monday and Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. — 4 p.m.,
with 30-minute time slots — only 1 drop off per time
slot. If you do not have an appointment, we cannot
accept your donation. The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is
located at 1208 Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear
unloading dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop
off time slot.

Candidates share vision
for post-COVID recovery

From page 11

that finish line. Canada has weathered
this storm better than almost anywhere
else in the world and I am proud of the
way most Canadians have come together
in communities and helped one another.

“We must continue to pull together
— to collaborate and respect one
another. During this election campaign, I
have seen an ugliness that we must work
to eradicate. Together we can reduce the
anxiety that Canadians are feeling by
continuing to focus on vaccinations to end
the pandemic. Then, we can continue
to work together and move forward for
everyone.”

Conservative incumbent candidate
Leona Alleslev; however, says “Canada is
at a tipping point” with economic, social
and diplomatic challenges that require
“urgent national attention.”

“The pandemic has laid bare many
of the cracks that previously existed
within Canada’s economic and social
structures,” she says. “From the ‘quality’
of jobs, to health care standards and
access, housing availability and climate
change, to the effectiveness of tax
programs and consumer protection,
many of Canada’s national systems
are severely out of balance and in need
of fundamental restructuring. Canada
must reprioritize national self-sufficiency
by investing in domestic capabilities in
health, food, energy, and infrastructure.
At the same time Canada must also
reprioritize international relationships to
regain global respect and increase trade
with allies and like-minded partners to
mitigate our dependence upon nations
whose values are in direct conflict with
our own.

“Canada’s Conservatives have a
detailed plan with sound solutions to
address all of these critical elements. But
more than just a plan, we have a leader
and a team that know how to get things
done. As a logistics officer in the military,
I made sure that our men and women in
uniform had what they needed, where

and when they needed it, to serve our
country. As a senior program manager
at IBM and Bombardier Aerospace, 1
implemented projects that supported
critical operations and manufactured
airplanes. My Conservative colleagues
and I will deliver on Canada’s Recovery
plan so that together we will secure
Canada’s future.”

NDP candidate Janice Hagan, on the
other hand, says the NDP doesn’t believe

“trickle down’” economics and recovery
starts where action is most needed, “such
as shaving $20,000 off of student loans
and stopping interest on their remaining
debt.”

“We will invest in housing, green
infrastructure and public transit, to
create sustainable jobs and improve
access to internet and public transit
in rural communities,” she says. “We
will continue the $2,000 minimum
for Employment Insurance,
EI for the self~employed and increase
retraining for new technologies. Small
Businesses will also directly benefit from
wage and rent subsidies, hiring bonuses
and caps on credit card fees.

“We need to learn from COVID, who
was most vulnerable, and ensure that
changes are made to protect everyone.
Our seniors living alone and in long
term care facilities faced inhumane
conditions. Never again. There is no
room for profit in long term care. We
need a public system with appropriate
staffing numbers and standards based
on best practices for mental and physical
vitality. We also watched the women’s
movement leap backwards 50 years as
more women were forced from their
jobs. The NDP will build a reliable
and safe child care system that families
can afford at $10/day, expanding the
successful Quebec program that has had
incredible results. We also need to ensure
that there is access to broadband internet
and cell phone coverage throughout the
country, including in remote areas, and
rural pockets even in York Region where
internet is spotty.”
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Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell.
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this

and that's why you can rely on us to capture a
person’s essence with a service that's both a fitting
reflection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional
and financial stress from your family, and guarantee
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options.

THOMPSONT

_A Funeral Homel N

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora
905-727-5421
www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

CROSS

CLUES ACROSS

1. It governs Federer and
Nadal’s sport
4. Golden apple tree

23.
24.
25.

Computer giant
When you hope to get there
Corporate executive title (abbr.)

8. Central Mexican river 26. Shout of welcome or farewell
10. Horn 27. Imaginary awards for good deeds
11. Egg-shaped 34. A citizen of Iran
12. With tooth 35. It can be sounded
13. French modernist painter 36. Making dirty
15. Disprove 37. Romanian city
16. Painful intestinal obstruction  38. Baking ingredient
17. Baby shoes 39. Share a common boundary with
18. Make the grade 40. Succulent plants
21. Type of screen 41. Penny
22. Christian fraternal 42. Jr. U.S. Senator Paul

organization (abbr.) 43. “Laurie Partridge” actress Susan

CLUES DOWN

. A type of bomb

. Pacific island country

. Earth is one

. A place to gather around

. Expressed opposite views

1 23. Humorous expressions
2

3

4

5

6. Group that lives near Siberia

7

9

0

2

24. Christmas and New Year’s Day
each have one

25. Filled up

26. Nerve that serves the
forearm (abbr.)

27. One of British descent

28. A way to get at

29. Food-related allergic reaction

30. Group of arteries near the pelvis

31. Picked up

32. Being three in one

33. Obscene

34, Dravidian language

36. Growl

. Ore deposit

. Language related to Eskimo

. Narrative piece of music

. The distance covered by
normal stride

Glycoprotein hormone (abbr.)
Mathematical term (abbr.)
Popular beer

Jabbing

Historic Swedish castle

14.
15.
17.
19.
20.
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Armoury recognized with Global Design Award

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

It’s past as a base for the Queen’s York
Rangers is never far from the eye of
anyone who walks through the doors of
the Aurora Armoury on Larmont Street.

The building, originally constructed in
1874 and now, after extensive renovations,
home to Niagara College’s Canadian Food
& Wine Institute, 1s steeped in history, from
the exposed beams of its ceiling to murals
of its heritage on many of its walls.

This effort to preserve the past while
embracing the possibilities of the future was
recently recognized by the LIV Hospitality
Design Awards in the Architectural Design
Event Space Category, a celebration of
“quality architectural ventures and interior
design diversity that shape hospitality
worldwide.”

“I am proud for our community that
the Aurora Armoury Canadian Food &
Wine Institute has won this global award,”
said Mayor Tom Mrakas in a statement.
“The decision made by Council in 2014
to purchase the Armoury, I believe, was
visionary in that it put the emphasis on
partnership, innovation and community
spirit. I commend all those involved in
making this project such a successful part
of the fabric of our region.”

Transforming the Armoury from a
drill shed into both a kitchen and centre
for culinary learning, as well as an event
space, was carried out by the Toronto
architectural firm of Gow Hastings. Jim

Burkitt, Design Director for the firm,
says it was an “exciting” process to bring
prominence to a building that was “an
inaccessible backdrop for Town Park.”

“We think of this project as a community
hub with culinary as its core,” he said.
“While outdoor food venues are common,
it is unique to have an interactive, culinary
facility with a state-of-the-art kitchen on
display in a public park —operated by a top-
notch chef and open to the community for
dining, snacking and coursework.”

The LIV Hospitality Award singled out
the Armoury renovations for its interactive
demonstration kitchen and the merging of
the indoor and outdoor dining experience.

For CFWI dean Craig Youdale, the
recognition means a lot to this newest
chapter for Niagara College.

“When you put a lot of work and effort
into something, a lot of thought into i,
when it gets recognized by a group for
its quality and design, it is exciting and
is a testament to the work that went into
[the partnership],” Mr. Youdale tells The
Auroran. “Itis nice to be recognized and to
know that people can see [the effort]. For
it being such a new project for the Town,
this also gives us a bit of a boost for people
to recognize the space and maybe even a
reason to come down and check it out.”

What sets the facility apart, he says, is
the setting and location. People love being
connected to Town Park and in historic
core, he says — a setting that is underscored
by the patio that faces onto Town Park.

“It 1s always fantastic, especially when
there are kids in the park and on Saturdays

when the Farmers’ Marketis operating,” he
says. “It is such a fantastic setting and that
really strikes people when they come and
see it. We have had a lot of great feedback
on how we've been able to maintain the
historical integrity of the building. People
are very happy to see we’ve made it modern
and interesting and innovative. But, at the
same time, I think the architects have done
a great job of recognizing the history so
when people step inside the building, when
they look up and see the original roof and
the original timber frame, I think people
really like that too, that we didn’t dismiss
the history of the space.”

From the outset, all partners wanted
to make sure that the project resulted in
a space that was flexible and accessible to
everyone.

While the CFWI focuses on culinary
education, with, as the name suggests, an
emphasis on food and wine, it has become
ahub for weddings, conferences, and as the
Town continues with its redevelopment of
Town Square (formerly Library Square),
also as a home for Aurora Cultural Centre
programming,

“We wanted it to be something that
people could take ownership in, that it is
not just for a few people, but we wanted it to
be flexible enough that people could use it
for all kinds of reasons,” says Mr. Youdale,
“including people coming for brunch on
the weekend. We have a sweet sixteen
coming up this weekend for a small family
group. Royal Bank is having a retirement
party there next weekend. There is a whole
variety of ways that people can use the

space and that is why we’re excited about
the design because it is starting to show
that it can be used for just about anything.”

COVID brings mental
health into campaign
forefront

From page 6

has made mental health one of the five
pillars of its platform. “We will be investing
nearly $60 billion over the next 10 years to
health care, marking a 6 per cent increase
in funding transfers. Our first priority on
this front will be to work with the provinces
who deliver health care programs to
invest in mental health, with the goal of
providing enough funding for an additional
million Canadians to receive mental health
treatments every year. We will be looking
at every opportunity to provide desperate
support for these individuals who are often
faced with year-long wait times for help.
We will be encouraging employers to add
mental health coverage to employee benefit
plans, providing $150 million over three
years for grants and non-profits delivering
mental health programs and create a three-
digit suicide prevention hotline.

“While Tony Van Bynen is Chair of
the Standing Committee on Health and
has raised concerns about the impact that
COVID has had on mental health, after
six years, the funding issue for individuals
hasn’t been touched. Canadians don’t have
the time to wait while the Liberals claim to
care, wring their hands and do nothing.”

CLEANERS

Why take a chance...

go with who you know!

(905) 841-6243

KESN

SUNSET BEECH

R P www.mollymaid.ca

CONSTRUCTION

NTARI
& o

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

tarandchip.ca - info@tarandchip.ca * 647.456.2010

CREMATION

D 10% OFF

joods and services
Ncremation“ g

if you bring in this ad

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

This service is provided by Roadhouse & Rose Funeral Home

www.simplecremationaurora.com | 905.895.6631

ELECTRICAL
CTRICAL INSTALLATION

+ Electrical Lights « Chandeliers
k! L. Ceiling Fans « Tracklights * Repairs
laia w13, Cable Light  Clean Chandeliers, Etc.
000 T Established 2001
" Cell: 416-456-5336 | dagwtw5@gmail.com

Tar and Chip

alternative to asphalt
paving with a rustic
country appearance,

CARE

Pruning + Removals
Consulting + Bracing + EAB

is an economical

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

that also provides

a solid surface and
is a solution to ruts
washout and potholes.

Charles Emerson
Tree Service

15A Certified Arborist

SERVICE

Free Consultation

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

+ RESIDENTIAL

- COMMERCIAL

+ INDUSTRIAL - 1=
INSTALLATIONS

* DELIVERY =7 -
CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

PROPANE

/Carling P [
- g Propans Inc.
24 HOUR SERVICE

. 866-952-0146 '

=

Tree Removal & Pruning
Bucket Truck Service
Cabling & Bracing

Property Management ||
Arborist Reports
Year Round Service
Fully Insured

905-801-5891 ||

Landscaping

& Renovating

Fencing
Decking
Interlocking

Stone Work

Dignified.
Respectful.

Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

(647) 668 4949

zlr.ca

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

S &S PAINTING

--’\ TOP QUALITY ¢REE
GUAI?ANTEED FRE

30 yrs. experience

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

T

Call Joe at any time 416-705-8635
www.brightskylights.ca

Advertise in The Auroran
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 ext. 102

SKYLIGHTS

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

-

S
BRIGHT

SKYLIGHTS
INC.

« Skylights replaced?

+No mess in your home

« Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
«Licensed & Insured
+10year Guarantee

WATER

REFINEOSOFT >
WATER SOFTENER

* Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up
*Reduces chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin.
+ FREE WATER TEST
AVAILABLE
905:751:0845

BENEFITSOFA water Depol’

NOT EVERYONE

needs your services cll the fime, but if you want o
be there when they do...advertise in Aurord's

At Your Service Directory

Call 905-727-3300 Ext. 102 to book your ad
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THE AUZ#RAN CLASSIFIEDS

®CDS

The Country Day School

EDLACATEN WITH HALANCE

CDS is hiring for a:
Junior School
Associate Teaching Position

Commencing Immediately
Posting closes Sept. 17, 2021

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment

®CDS

The Country Day School

CDS is hiring for an:
Assistant to the Athletics
& Phys Ed Dept.
Permanent, Full-time, August-June

Commencing Immediately
Posting closes Sept. 24, 2021

The Country Day School offers JK-12in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

SUB-CONTRACTORS NEEDED

Must carry own WSIB liability
Looking to cover Aurora, Stouffville,
2 Richmond Hill area.

Insurance

647-333-7397
Ask for Vicky.
www.spar-clean.ca

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

SHERWOOD

* Aseial Pruzing * Artiurist Brpuiis & Plans
= Rlanugy Maanibe b e & Teer & Shiul pcarial
= Plamving & Fervilating = Labam Live Kemiial
Siems Bk Prevontion = Soooms Dabais Cheanal

= Fully trainod & inaured with leading techaigues & oquipment =

G47-400-6998  smgresss pmail

AW WAL MO, e

BAYVIEW & HOLLANDVIEW
TRAIL area. Furnished room. Own
Bathroom. Price reasonable. Internet/
cable access included. Suitable for

Senior. John 416-704-5635.

ADVERTISE in
THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
(905) 727-3300 EXT. 102

Think you can sell?

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

» Sell adverising in our local community newspapers across

numerous regions for maximum growth

» Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and
supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

EXPECTATIONS:
® Have a positive attitude

» Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
& Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:

® Sales Driven

* 5reat Personal Skills

= Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate

e Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets

e Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.

EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@Ipcmedia.ca

LONDON
PUBLISHING coan

LOOKING
FOR A

GREAT PLACE
TO WORK?

Come to work at York Region’s
most appealing retirement
community - minutes from

Highway 404 in Aurora.

* Registered
Practical Nurses

* Overnight
Reception

* Personal
Support Workers

* Food Preparation

* Dining Room

- Recreation Staff
Coordinators - Many Other
Positions

Send your resume and
cover letter to hra@tmoa.ca

The
Meadows

of Aurora

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

themeadowsofaurora.com

Think you can sell?

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
e Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for
the annual rental campaign.

e Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign.

e Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment
collection for newly rented units.

e Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units

EXPECTATIONS:
® Have a positive attitude

e Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
e Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
e Sales Driven

e Work well in results based environment
e Goal Oriented
e Great Personal Skills

e Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate

e Marketing and/or Communication
education would be a great fit

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.

EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:
employment@Iondonprop.com
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The

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

Aurora’s Most Appealing
65+ Active Lifestyle
Community

NOW SELLING

Suites in our next phase of
independent living - Park Tower

DINING Pre-construction prices are In
ACTIVITY effect for a limited time. Act how.
NATURE

From the high $600,000s
FOMMENITY T Up to 1,430 sq ft

DINING
905 503 5560 or sales@tmoa.ca
ACTIVITY Book your appointment today.
NATURE Our Presentation Centre is open Monday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm
440 William Graham Drive at Leslie Street, Aurora
COMMUNITY

themeadowsofaurora.com
DINING



