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 .66 ACRE LUSH BACKDROP LUXURY CONDO WITH RAVINE VIEWS

Spectacular, custom-renovated residence in Aurora’s highly coveted Barclay Estates, tucked against 
a .66 acre lush backdrop of mature trees and neighbourhood nature trails. Stunning open concept 
design with natural organic feel connected by white oak hrdwd flrs, chef inspired kitchen with 9 
ft island & views of sun-drenched rear yard & pool. Large mudroom with heated flrs and built ins,  
4 bdrms with 3 new gorgeous ensuite baths. Bright fin. walkout bsmt ready for multi-generational 
living features rec rm, games area or lounge with wet bar,  5th bedroom (or home gym) with walk out 
+ 3-piece bath with secondary laundry hook up.  Private resort style backyard oasis boasts a huge pool, 
poolside cabana with TV outlet & 2 change rms, covered lower patio with expansive upper deck above 
& grass areas for kids & pets.                                              $2,598,000

With southern exposure and sweeping, elevated views over a tranquil, tree-lined ravine and pond, this 
sun-drenched suite offers a rare blend of modern conveniences and peaceful natural surroundings.
Beautifully appointed and spacious 1010 SQ. FT. suite, boasting soaring 10 ft ceilings, hardwood 
flrs,  updated kitchen with stainless steel appls & granite counter.  The functional layout includes  
2 spacious bedrooms, two full baths & ensuite laundry, complete with 1 parking space and 2 lockers. 
The “Residences of Spring Hill” delivers a luxury resort lifestyle backed by a vibrant, welcoming 
community, alongside premier amenities in the heart of King City. Whether relaxing on your private, 
sun-filled balcony or strolling through the manicured grounds, this offering presents the perfect 
opportunity to enjoy life in style!                                  $699,900

HAPPY HOUR FROM  
2-5PM & 9PM–CLOSING  

EVERYDAY! 

905-503-7900

14760 YONGE STREET, AURORA.ON

Happy Hour Tacos $5.00

2025

IN-LAW SUITE

263 Chambers Crescent, Newmarket
Stunning 4+2 Bdroom, 4-bath Executive home on a Premium 58 ft wide 
Lot on a Quiet, family-friendly Crescent in South Newmarket. Permitted 
Separate Entrance to Bright, Self-Contained 2 Bedroom In-Law Suite with  
5 Egress Windows! $1,205,000      CALL TODAY or VISIT: 263chambers.ca     
                 

Court Bookings

Lessons Leagues

Tournaments

Open Play

www.grandviewpickleballclub.com
info@grandviewpickleballclub.com
289-402-3445

Tournaments

MEMBERSHIPS &
VISITOR ACCESS AVAILABLE

Book your court and skip the wait

1140 Ringwell Drive
Newmarket

Open 8am-10pm DailyOpen 8am-10pm Daily

Lorris Herenda, Executive Director of Yellow Brick House, places a purple ribbon representing an individual lost to domestic violence, at their annual 
Breaking the Silence walk at St. Andrew’s College on Sunday, November 1. 	   				       Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

That was the poignant message 
delivered to the local community on 
Sunday, November 1, as Yellow Brick 
House, the local shelter for women and 
children escaping domestic violence, 

hosted its annual Breaking the Silence, 
Step Into My Shoes fundraising walk 
at St. Andrew’s College.

The event marked its tenth 
anniversary this year with a renewed 
focus on prevention and education in 
combatting domestic violence.

Underscoring the importance of  
education at this year’s event – and in 
laying the building blocks of  a better 
future – were Grade 11 students 

Madeline Yi and Emily Choi, who 
were invited to share more on the 
work they have been doing in their 
school community to highlight just 
that: “the critical role education plays 
in preventing abuse and violence.”

“When we first learned about Yellow 
Brick House, we were students looking 
for a social issue that mattered to us and 
that was relevant to our community. 

LEST WE FORGET – The Royal Canadian Legion’s Poppy Campaign is now underway, with a number of opportunities to remember the fallen at 
various Remembrance Day commemorations set through November 11. Here, MP Costas Menegakis, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 385 President Stephen 
Boyne, Mayor Tom Mrakas, and MPP Michael Parsa, donning their Poppies at a flag-raising ceremony held at Town Park. For more on Remembrance Day, 
including upcoming events, see Pages 8 – 12.								                         Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Yellow Brick House marks  
10 years of fundraising walk
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What’s Happening

Aurora Town Hall
100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1
905-727-1375 • info@aurora.ca • aurora.ca

Accessible Formats
905-727-1375
accessibility@aurora.ca

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition

Featured Artists: Aurora’s Royal Canadian Legion, Youth Remembrance Day Contest   
         Winner - Artwork by Local Students 
Through the annual National Youth Remembers Contests, the Legion National Foundation, in partnership with The 
Royal Canadian Legion and schools across the country, invite Canadian youth and children to honour Canada’s 
Veterans and foster the tradition of Remembrance through visual art, poetry writing and video. Col. Fred Tilston 
V.C., Branch 385 in Aurora is proud to exhibit the 2026 local winners of the Youth Poster and Literary Contest. Enjoy 
touring this month’s Aurora’s Skylight Gallery exhibit, with artwork from Aurora’s Royal Canadian Legion available 
for in-person viewing opportunities.

Winterfest Camp – Junior & Senior
School is out for the Winter holidays. Take a break from 
the cold weather and join us for games, sport, crafts and 
more! Winterfest Camps are available for children aged 4 
to 6 and 7 to 12. Full details at aurora.ca/Camps.

CelebrationCelebrationDiwali
�o�����r�������to����.�.

Light up the night with free dance,
flavour and festive family fun!

aurora.ca/WhatsOn

Light up the night with free dance,Light up the night with free dance,Light up the night with free dance,Light up the night with free dance,Light up the night with free dance,Light up the night with free dance,
flavour and festive family fun!flavour and festive family fun!flavour and festive family fun!flavour and festive family fun!

aurora.ca/WhatsOn

The Fall 2026 Program Guide
is available to view online at
aurora.ca/ProgramGuide. Registration is open for 
Recreation and Aquatic programs. View the
interactive guide and click on the code # to register 
online. Pay in-person at the A.F.L.C., A.R.C. or A.T.S.

Fall 2026 Program 
Guide

Calling all COACHES — Take the Level 
1 (Learn to Train) Basketball Coach 
Certification
If you’re 15+ and ready to build your skills on the 
sidelines, join us on November 14 & 15 at the Aurora 
Recreation Complex for Level 1 (Learn to Train) 
basketball coach certification.
The Town of Aurora is proud to partner with York 
North Basketball Association and Ontario Basketball 
Association to help build stronger coaches and
stronger sport in our community.
Quest for Gold reimbursement may be available for 
eligible participants.
Learn more and register: aurora.ca/SportWorkshops.

MUSEUM
MONDAYS

�e���trat�o� ��0:
a�rora.�a���at��� 

November 30 at 6:30 p.m.

MUSEUMMUSEUM
MONDAYSMONDAYS

�e���trat�o� ��0:
a�rora.�a���at��� 

aurora.ca/PetLicense

2027 Aquatic Leadership Courses
Aquatic Leadership registration is now open for all 
seasons of our 2027 Aquatic Leadership courses. Full 
details at aurora.ca/AquaticLeadership. Register online 
or pay in-person at the A.F.L.C., A.R.C. or A.T.S.

    

Date         Time                   Location               Meeting

Tuesday, November 10           7 p.m.     Council Chambers       Council
Thursday, November 12           7 p.m.     Video Conference       Committee of Adjustment
Tuesday, November 17           7 p.m.     Council Chambers       Council Inaugural
Wednesday, November 18        7 p.m.     School House Mtg Room      Aurora Cultural Centre Board
Wednesday, November 18        7 p.m.     Aurora Public Library       Aurora Public Library Board
Week of November 23           No meetings
Tuesday, December 1           7 p.m.     Council Chambers       Public Planning

*Committee of the Whole, Public Planning and Council meetings are available to the public in-person and via
live stream on the Town’s YouTube channel.

Council & Committee Meetings

NOTICE BOARD
November 5, 2026

T O W N  O F  A U R O R A
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Pickering College’s Holiday Market features over 70 local vendors showcasing the best gifts for 
the holiday season. This is a wonderful opportunity to get started on your holiday shopping 
by visiting some local, market style vendors, featuring: jewelry, apparel, candles, pottery, 
home décor, handcrafted wooden pieces, artisanal and specialty foods items and more!

This event is free to the public and hosted on the picturesque Pickering College 
campus, located at 16945 Bayview Avenue in Newmarket.        

P I C K E R I N G  C O L L E G EP I C K E R I N G  C O L L E G E

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

P I C K E R I N G  C O L L E G E

FREE ADMISSION 
Holiday Shopping

Local Vendors
Food and Drinks 

Explore our campus

Presenting Sponsor

PCHM_AuroranHP2026.indd   1 10/30/26   11:13 AM

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca
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LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Community Reflection Space to be opened in sunset 
ceremony Monday

Few people welcome the early 
sunsets that come with setting 
clocks back an hour, but it will 
help provide a perfect backdrop for 
a special ceremony set for Town 
Hall on Monday afternoon as the 
Aurora formally dedicates its new 
Community Reflection Space.

Construction of  Aurora’s 
Community Reflection Space, a 
new place for residents to gather in 
times of  both grief  and celebration, 
was completed earlier this fall in 
Town Hall’s south forecourt. The 
November 9 event, which is set to 
begin at 4 p.m., will be a chance for 
residents to explore the space, get 
their creativity flowing, and break 
bread with their neighbours.

“It was important for us to have 
less of  a ribbon-cutting feeling and 
more of  a community gathering and 
dedication for what the space will be 
used for,” says Michelle Johnson of  
the Aurora Museum & Archives, one 
of  the Town’s leads on the project. 
“The sun will be setting around 
4.30 p.m. on November 9, but it just 
adds an extra layer of  meaning. The 
event will focus on some reflection, 
remembrance, and creating points of  
community connections.

“There will be community 
members, partners, different 
elected officials and community 
organizations that have been vital to 
the process of  getting it to where it 
is in attendance, along with members 
of  the public at large. Everybody is 
welcome to join, and we hope that 
people do.”

The seeds of  the Community 
Reflection Space were first sewn at 
the Town of  Aurora’s Indigenous 
Relations Committee in 2023 as a 
“space that could potentially support 
Truth & Reconciliation,” Johnson 
says.

“Since then, and through much 
consultation and discussion with the 
Committee and community members, 
the scope broadened to really serve 
all communities and individuals for 
those collective moments of  grief, 
and personal moments of  grief  and 
reflection,” she says. “While it did 
come from the Indigenous Relations 
Committee, it does have a broader 
scope to be that gathering place that 
people will go to when they want to 
be with community and have a more 
quiet, reflective moment.

“There is a community element 
and a personal element, so there will 
be some prompts through the space 
to encourage personal reflection, 
and then a community activity space 
where people will be able to, if  they 
so choose, take part in the lighting 
of  a candle or maybe having a small 
conversation with the spirit within 
which that space was designed to 
evoke. [It’s] lighting a candle and 
thinking of  a loved one or gathering 
in a small group to have a collective 
reflection or a remembrance about 
an issue or current event and have 
that intentional, mindful moment 
as we formally open the space and 
give everybody an opportunity to 
experience something like that, if  
they wish.”

Monday’s ceremony will feature 
brief  remarks from community 
leaders, light refreshments in the form 
of  a nice, warming soup, and what 
Johnson describes as a “symbolic 
community activity” in conjunction 
with that reflective sunset moment.

While the ceremony will offer 
residents what might be their first 
chance to really explore the space, 
they are also invited to imagine 
the possibilities for the future. The 
central podium, for instance, is 
equipped for performances, while 
plans for additional attractions 
include a wind phone similar to 
last year’s installation in Sheppard’s 

Bush.
“We’ve already noticed anecdotally 

how many people are using the 
space; it’s meant to be a community 
gathering space as well as a personal 
space that people can go to,” says 
Johnson. “If  you look down the side 
of  the building where the sky ribbon 
(water feature) is, there’s a gradation 
of  privacy with solitary benches and 
less road noise, then it’s more of  a 
community space where everything 
connects.”

Asked how the space might 
evolve in the future, Johnson says 

it’s important to be “responsive to 
community needs.”

“As more and more people become 
aware of  the space and what it is, 
working with different community 
groups to let them know what’s 
available for them and what they 
are able to program in that space 
and where other programs might be 
better suited elsewhere,” she says. 
“I think it’s incredible that a space 
like this has come to fruition, and 
Aurora, in its essence, handles some 
emotions and sentiments that aren’t 
the easiest to talk about.”

Aurora’s new Community Reflection Space is located at the south entrance of Town Hall. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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early vaccination as flu 
activity increases

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

(NOTE: This column originally appeared in 
the November 13, 2025 edition of  The Auroran)

Remembrance Day services are always, 
in my view, a spectacular sight.

I’ve been a life-long sucker for pomp and 
circumstance, so the bands and pipers (bag 
and otherwise) that participate each year, 
not to mention the associated parades, and 
uniforms that have been cleaned-up and 
buttons polished to levels only seen at this 
time of  year, is a perfect storm.

But it’s not just pomp and circumstance 
solely for the sake of  pomp and 
circumstance; it’s potent, poignant, and 
never fails to lose its power.

This sight, unchanged in so many ways 
since the end of  the First World War, had 
extra power this year due to circumstances 
well beyond our control.

The sheer number of  people who gave 
their all to attend ceremonies on Tuesday, 
and those held over the weekend, despite 
a deep freeze and snow blowing in all 
directions, was a testament to how proud 
we are of  the men and women who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice for King, Queen 
and Country. It was also reflective of  the 
pride we have in the men and women who 
served, experienced the horrors taken in 
by the fallen but, mercifully, came home to 
share their stories.

As impressive as the numbers were 
given the unseasonable weather of  the past 
few days, however, I often wonder just how 
many more people might turn out if  not 
for any number of  circumstances.

Sure, there are those who are unable to 
get out and mark the occasion privately, or, 
if  they’re living on a congregate setting, in 
services ably spearheaded by residential 
staff to allow their residents to Remember 
– and a special shout out goes to teachers 
and education support staff who go above 
and beyond to help students Remember 
in-class as well.

But there are other circumstances, too.
Some might say such services glorify 

war and conflict; well, talk to anyone who 
has served and you’ll likely say otherwise.

Some might argue that there aren’t 
enough hours to take out of  the workday 
to make the effort; first of  all, the men and 
women who served might have learned 
a word we can’t print in this newspaper 
to refute that, but, regardless, there are 
almost always ways to remember on the 
weekends.

Yet, for others, it’s a matter of  discomfort.
I know there are members of  our 

communities who don’t turn out for very 
personal reasons. Perhaps they had a 
beloved parent or grandparent, aunt or 
uncle, who served and the aforementioned 
power and potency of  such ceremonies are 
simply too much for them.

Others still might find the music that 

so often accompanies such services too 
evocative of  events in their past, at funerals, 
for instance, and would prefer to ride out 
these emotions in privacy.

Fair enough.
While I respect each person’s individual 

reasons for not coming out for such 
occasions, to me it invariably seems like 
such a missed opportunity.

I’m also reminded of  an experience I 
had many years ago when, as a loved one’s 
life ebbed towards its close, some members 
of  their family were reluctant to come and 
say their final farewells.

Saying goodbye is always difficult, and 
that goes without saying, but their reason 
for staying away often surprised me: they 
preferred to remember the loved one as 
they were in their prime, not as they were as 
their time came to an end. That certainly 
didn’t help anybody and, when you can 
provide comfort at no cost to someone you 
love when they need it the most is, in my 
opinion, peak selfishness.

And, again, a missed opportunity.
There is some value in discomfort.
At last week’s recent induction ceremony 

for the Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame’s Class 
of  2025, some of  the honourees touched 
upon the lessons they learned in taking a 
loss on the field, on the rink, or whatever 
their arena, if  you’ll pardon the pun, 
happened to be.

Losing is never a comfortable 
experience, but it’s one that you learn from 
and, hopefully, propels you forward.

Political circumstances here at home, 
south of  the border, and well-beyond 
have come together to inspire people 
who have never been engaged in politics 
before to step out of  their comfort zones, 
put their opinions forward and, if  not in 
writing, speaking before the public – a 
hurdle that’s difficult to clear in the best of  
circumstances.

Just last week, comedian Nikki Glaser 
hosted Saturday Night Live and certainly 
sparked a conversation. Her monologue, 
which touched upon several controversial 
topics, made many people uncomfortable 
– and brought about the inevitable online 
backlash, as most things do these days – 

but, if  not laughing, it certainly got people 
talking.

Maybe, however, there a shift in the 
offing.

An October 13 article in the UK 
newspaper, The Independent, delved 
into the topic of  whether or not trigger 
warnings, such as those at the start of  
a movie or news article that contain 
scenes which could adversely impact its 
consumers, are effective.

In her article, Rebecca Whittaker, cited 
a study which found “flagging potentially 
distressing content may encourage people” 
to read or watch further.

“Almost 90 per vent of  young people 
who saw a trigger warning still chose to 
view the content out of  curiosity, whatever 
the source of  the warnings, and irrespective 
of  whether they suffered trauma. One 
person even told researchers: ‘Sometimes 
my brain wants to be triggered, so it grabs 
my attention more.’”

More than 250 people between the 
ages of  17 and 25 participated in the 
study. It also found that whether or not the 
participant had trauma history or PTSD 
had little bearing in whether or not they 
were going to heed the warming. 

“Although trigger warnings are there to 
signal care and consideration, the evidence 
suggests they do little to prevent exposure 
to distressing material. Instead, they may 
simply pique curiosity, leading users to 
engage with content they might otherwise 
have ignored.”

This is not to suggest in any way that 
people go and run roughshod over trigger 
warnings that might very well be relevant 
to their own experiences and their mental 
health, but simply to illustrate that comfort 
zones are highly individual and we are in 
control of  whether or not we stay in them.

And how we Remember.
If  you stay away from your local 

Cenotaph at this time of  year solely 
because it might be an uncomfortable 
experience, perhaps 2026 is the year you 
step out of  that comfort zone and take part 
in a remarkable example of  community 
coming together for a common cause – 
something that is becoming increasingly 
rare in this day and age.

The men and women we gather to 
remember certainly stepped out of  theirs 
to serve, and so-called creature comforts 
were barely a thought – aside, perhaps, 
from writing home about provisions and 
rations. Who knows, coming out next 
November might provide a valuable 
moment of  catharsis.

For those who gathered on Tuesday 
and in the days that preceded it, it 
certainly wasn’t a comfortable experience, 
either. But it completed the Act of  
Remembrance, and, I think we were all 
the richer for it.

Fall respiratory virus season is already 
here and York Region Public Health is 
encouraging all residents aged six (6) 
months and older to get vaccinated 
against influenza (flu) and COVID-19.

The 2026-2027 flu season started 
earlier than usual, with cases expected 
to peak as early as mid-to-late 
November. Flu activity is higher now 
than it was in the same period during 
the last three flu seasons. Residents are 
strongly encouraged to get their flu and 
COVID-19 vaccines as soon as possible 
to help protect themselves and those 
around them.

Vaccination remains the most 
effective way to protect against 
severe illness, hospitalization and 
complications from respiratory viruses, 
especially for children, older adults 
and anyone with underlying medical 
conditions.

Each year, flu and COVID-19 viruses 
change, and the protection gained from 
previous vaccinations or infections can 
fade. By getting vaccinated every year 
with the most current vaccines, you can 
boost your protection against the most 
current strains and help reduce the 
spread of  illness in the community.

Appointments for York Region 
Public Health clinics are available 
until November 6, 2026, across York 
Region and can be booked online 
at  York.ca/VirusSeason. These 
vaccines are free of  charge, and an 
OHIP card is not required. Eligible 
residents can also receive their vaccines 
at participating pharmacies, doctors’ or 
nurse practitioner’s offices and walk-in 
medical clinics.

Layering your protection with simple 
habits such as staying home when you’re 
sick, washing hands often, covering 
coughs and sneezes and cleaning high-
touch surfaces can help reduce the 
spread of  seasonal viruses. Together, 
these measures help keep individuals, 
families and communities healthy while 
minimizing disruptions to work, school 
and daily activities.

More information about respiratory 
virus season and available vaccines is 
available at York.ca/VirusSeason.

The Regional Municipality of  York 
consists of  nine local cities and towns 
and provides a variety of  programs 
and services to more than 1.3 million 
residents and over 58,000 businesses 
with 624,000 employees. More 
information about the Region’s key 
service areas is available at  york.ca/
RegionalServices.

York Region Public Health
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PARSA’S  
PERSPECTIVE

Michael Parsa, MPP 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

GETTING  
THINGS DONE

Senior Scape
By Christina Doyle

A Canadian Family 
Worth Holding 

Together

I am incredibly honoured, humbled 
and grateful to have been re-elected as 
your Mayor for another four years!

To all the residents who placed their 
trust and confidence in me, thank you. 
Your support means more than words 
can express, and I promise to continue 
working every single day to earn that 
trust.

For the past eight years, we have 
accomplished some incredible 
things together. We’ve made historic 
investments in our community, 
strengthened our financial position, 
protected our green spaces, built new 
parks and facilities, supported our 
businesses and laid the foundation for 
an even stronger future.

And we’re not done yet. There’s so 
much more to accomplish!

I want to thank my incredible 
family, our dedicated campaign team, 
the hundreds of  volunteers and every 
resident who knocked on doors, put 
up a sign, or simply offered a word of  
encouragement. I could not have done 
this without you.

On a personal note, this election was 
especially emotional for me.

This was my first election without 
either of  my parents by my side. 
They were always among my biggest 
supporters, and not having them here 
to share this moment is something I feel 
deeply.

But I know they were here in spirit, 
watching over me every step of  the way. 
And I know that somewhere up above, 
they’re both smiling, proud of  what 
we’ve accomplished and the person 
they’ve helped me become.

Mom and Dad, this one’s for you.
To my fellow candidates and 

everyone who participated in this 
election, thank you. Democracy is 
strongest when people care enough to 
step forward, get involved and make 
their voices heard. Regardless of  who 
you supported, your participation 
matters, and I thank you for being part 
of  this important democratic process.

I also want to extend my sincere 
congratulations to all the members 
of  our newly elected Council! I look 
forward to working together, bringing 
our ideas and perspectives to the 
table, and continuing to make the 
decisions that are in the best interests 
of  our residents. We have an incredible 
opportunity ahead of  us, and I am 
excited about what we can accomplish 
together.

Because at the end of  the day, it’s 
about working together to get things 
done for Aurora!

The election is now behind us. It’s 
time to come together, put differences 
aside and focus on what matters most 
— the future of  our town.

I’ve always believed that leadership 
isn’t about making promises. It’s about 
delivering results. It’s about showing 
up, listening, making the tough 
decisions and doing what’s right for our 
community.

That’s the commitment I’ve made 
for the past eight years, and it’s the 
commitment I make to you again today.

Aurora is my home. You are my 
neighbours. And serving as your Mayor 
continues to be one of  the greatest 
honours of  my life.

The best days for Aurora are still 
ahead of  us!

Thank you for believing in our vision, 
trusting my leadership and giving me 
the opportunity to continue building 
on everything we’ve accomplished 
together.

Four more years. One incredible 
community. And a future worth 
working for.

From the bottom of  my heart, 
THANK YOU, AURORA!

For 100 years, the Royal Canadian 
Legion has provided veterans with a place 
to connect, share their experiences and 
support one another. Today, the Aurora 
branch continues that tradition while 
welcoming families, young people and 
community members from all walks of  
life.

Stephen Boyne, President of  the Royal 
Canadian Legion, says the organization 
remains an important place for veterans 
to come together. The Aurora branch 
currently has more than 600 members, 
including veterans, spouses, children and 
community members who may have no 
direct connection to the military. 

Approximately 70 of  the branch’s 
members are veterans, many between the 
ages of  60 and 70. For them, the Legion 
offers something that can be difficult to 
find elsewhere—a community where 
shared experiences can lead to lasting 
friendships.

Those connections can extend across 
generations.

Veterans at the Aurora Legion have 
formed friendships that have lasted 
more than 50 years, demonstrating that 
the Legion is about much more than its 
history and traditions.

The branch offers a wide variety 
of  activities designed to bring people 
together. One of  its newest initiatives 
is Vet-Build, a model-building club 
developed in collaboration with Chris 
Duncan.

Held on the last Saturday of  each 
month, the club gives veterans an 
opportunity to drop in, work on models, 
learn from experienced builders and, 
perhaps most importantly, share stories 
and spend time together.

Other activities include a song circle, 
Friday dinner and dances, and live music 
every other Saturday. These programs 
provide opportunities for members to 
socialize, develop friendships and remain 
actively involved in their community.

Remembrance Day is another 
important part of  the Legion’s work. 
Boyne explains that the Legion takes 
the lead in organizing and planning 
the annual ceremony at the cenotaph, 
including the activities, speakers and 
parade.

This year’s Remembrance Day parade 
and ceremony will take place on Sunday, 
November 8, 2026, with a ceremony at 
the Cenotaph on November 11, 2026, at 
10:45.

The event also highlights the important 
role young people play in remembering 
Canada’s veterans. Through 
collaboration with local students and 
cadets, the ceremony receives valuable 
support from the next generation. Boyne 
encourages teachers to bring their 
students to participate and learn about 
the significance of  Remembrance Day.

Among those contributing to the 
ceremony will be a student bagpiper from 
St. Andrew’s College.

For Boyne, involving young people 
is an important way of  ensuring that 
remembrance will continue.

He also wants to challenge a common 
perception of  the Legion. As he puts it, 
“The Legion is not a bunch of  old guys.” 
There are young members, including 
people in their 20s, who have already 
gained experience serving Canada.

When asked about the level of  support 
available to veterans today, Boyne says it 
is better than it used to be. However, he 
believes there is still an important gap in 
awareness. Many veterans are not aware 
of  the benefits, support and resources to 
which they may be entitled.

That, too, is part of  the Legion’s 
continuing role: helping veterans find the 
support they need while providing a place 
where they can connect with others.

A century after its creation, the 
Aurora Legion remains both a place of  
remembrance and a living community. 
Its veterans carry memories of  service, its 
members build friendships that can last 
a lifetime, and its younger participants 
help ensure that the stories of  those who 
served are not forgotten.

For President Stephen Boyne and 
the members of  the Aurora branch, 
the Legion is not simply a building or 
an organization. It is a community built 
around service, remembrance, friendship 
and belonging.

This Remembrance Day, wear a poppy 
to honour those who served and sacrificed 
for our country. Come visit the Aurora 
Legion, discover the many activities and 
programs available, and make some new 
friends. The doors are always open, and 
everyone in the community is welcome.

So, dear friends, let’s come together as 
a community to honor the memory of  
those who served and sacrificed for our 
freedoms. It’s an occasion to remember 
the past, support our veterans and work 
towards a more peaceful world.

Lest we forget.

Annual Holiday Marketplac

Join us on Sunday, November 8, 2026 
between 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. at the 
Aurora Seniors Centre. 

It’s a great way to start the Holiday 
Season and do some holiday shopping.

Over 40 local vendors and artisans 
will feature unique gift ideas. Do some 
bidding at our Silent Auction then take a 
break from shopping to relax in our cozy 
tea room.

A wonderful day for the whole family!  
See you there!

For more information on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to offer, drop by 90 John 
West Way, visit the web site www.auroraseniors.
ca, or call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 
4 p.m. Monday to Friday. The monthly Seniors 
Association bulletin is posted on our web site so 
for all the details on Association activities, clubs, 
events, bistro lunches, sports, and movies to mention 
a few, and town programs, trips and other valuable 
information concerning the Aurora Seniors 
Association, take a look at www.auroraseniors.ca!

More Than a Legion:  
Veterans, Community 

and Remembrance 
 in Aurora!

As November approaches, we 
honour the brave women and men who 
have served and reflect on the sacrifices 
they and their families have made in 
service to Canada.

On Wednesday November 11, 
we remember those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice, the veterans who 
returned home, and the members 
of  the Canadian Armed Forces who 
continue to serve. We also recognize 
the families who stand beside them, 
providing support through the demands 
of  military service.

Remembrance Day is an important 
opportunity to reflect on the cost of  
freedom and the importance of  peace. 

of  the courage and dedication of  those 
who have served and continue to serve.

Here in the community, I hope you 
take time to attend local Remembrance 
Day ceremonies, wear a poppy, and 
pause to reflect on the significance of  
this day. It is important to continue 
passing this tradition on to younger 
generations so they may better 
understand the sacrifices that have 
shaped Canada.

To the veterans, active service 
members, and the families who stand 
beside them, thank you for your service, 
sacrifice, and dedication.

Lest We Forget.
It is also a reminder that the rights and 
freedoms we enjoy today are the result 

It’s that time of year again – when we pull out all the stops to cel-
ebrate the new inductees to the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame! The 
Aurora Museum & Archives oversees the collection, interpretation, 
and display of the artifacts that tell each inductee’s story – whether 
they made their name on the ice, on the track, or behind the scenes. 
We have always enjoyed finding items that tell these stories from 
unique angles: trophies and medals in interesting shapes, and 
bold examples of commercial products featuring Aurorans. Here 
are a few examples from this year: a multi-pack of Extra chewing 
gum featuring Para Ice Hockey gold medalist Paul Rosen; a copy of 
the legendary NHLPA 93 video game featuring Shayne Stevenson 
on a 16-bit Tampa Bay Lightning team; a gleaming trophy plate 
awarded to Joe Bentolila by the Ontario Minor Hockey Association; 
and George Biondic’s medal from finishing the 135-mile Badwater 
Ultramarathon in 2004.  Come see these artifacts and more at the 
newly refreshed Aurora Sports Hall of Fame, located inside the 
Aurora Recreation Complex!

Aurorachievers
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RARE 1/4 ACRE CORNER LOT–EXCEPTIONAL 
HOME & INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY!

Call Peter To Inquire.  Century 21 Leading Edge Inc.  O: 416 686-1500 Direct: 416-254-1256
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Discover The Possibilities With This Bright & Spacious 4-Bedroom, 
5-Bathroom Home On An Expansive South-Facing Lot With 
Potential For Severance! Featuring An Open-Concept Layout,  
Sun-Filled Kitchen With Walkout To Deck, Stunning 18-Foot 
Cathedral Ceiling In Family Room & Finished Basement With 
Bedroom, Full Bath & Potential For Separate Entrance. An Incredible 
Opportunity For Families, Investors & Builders Alike! 

Among the dignitaries participating in this year’s event were MPPs Michael Parsa and Dawn Gallagher Murphy, Aurora Mayor Tom Mrakas, Newmarket Mayor and Deputy Mayor John Taylor and Tom Vegh, 
Ward 1 Councillor-elect Lauren Hanna, and members of the York Regional Police. 						             				               Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Domestic violence was an issue we 
had heard through the news, through 
people we knew, or even through 
friends of  friends. But at that point, it 
was still something that felt somewhat 
distant,” they said, addressing an 
audience that included MPPs Dawn 
Gallagher Murphy and Michael Parsa, 
Mayor Tom Mrakas, the Mayors 
of  Newmarket and Richmond Hill, 
and Ward 1 Councillor-Elect Lauren 
Hanna, among others. “We started 
researching different organizations 
and learning about the work they were 
doing. When we discovered Yellow 
Brick House, we were drawn to its 
mission and the focus on supporting 
people experiencing domestic violence 
while also educating the community.”

Visiting Yellow Brick House 

themselves “really changed our 
perspective,” the students added.

“We heard about the experiences of  
survivors and families who had been 
supported by Yellow Brick House, and 
that is when this issue became much 
more real to us. It was no longer just 
a number or something we had read 
about online. It was about real people, 
real families, and real lives. One of  
the biggest things we learned was 
that domestic violence can happen to 
anyone. Sometimes people may not 
recognize the signs of  an unhealthy or 
abusive relationship. And sometimes a 
person may be afraid to ask for help or 
even know where to turn. This is why 
we believe education is so important, 
especially for young people.

“High school is a time where many 
of  us are beginning to experience 

relationships, as well as learn what 
healthy relationships should look like, 
so why wait until someone is already in 
a difficult situation to talk about these 
things?  Why not give young people 
the knowledge and tools to recognize 
warning signs, understand boundaries, 
support their friends, and know where 
to turn for help?

“That is one of  the reasons we 
believe so strongly in Yellow Brick 
House’s public education program. 
When young people learn about these 
issues, that knowledge doesn’t have to 
stop with one person. We take what 
we learn, and we share it with our 
friends, our classmates, our families, 
and eventually future generations. 
Education can become an ongoing 
conversation, and that is what breaking 
the silence means to us. It means being 
willing to talk about something that 
makes us uncomfortable. It means 
listening to others. It means challenging 
the stigma around asking for help. And 
most importantly, it means making sure 
people know that they are not alone.”

Breaking the Silence takes courage, 
they said, but people are all too often 
afraid to speak up. Perhaps they’re 
worried about what others might think, 
or they might not know how to start 
the conversation, but sometime it can 
be as simple as saying, “I believe you.”

A school project might have been 
the students’ first introduction to the 
work being carried out by Yellow Brick 
House every day throughout York 
Region, but it won’t be the last. They 
don’t want their involvement to end 
with the completion of  the assignment 
and feel “we have a responsibility to 
keep talking about it and finding ways 
to help.”

“The money raised in this event 
will help support Yellow Brick House’s 
public education program, helping 
bring awareness and education 
into our communities and to young 

people,” they said. “As you walk 
today, we encourage you to take a 
moment to reflect. Think about why 
you’re here. Think about what you’ve 
learned. Think about how you can be 
a part of  breaking the silence – not 
just today, but also the next day, and 
the next, and all the days after that. 
Because awareness only creates change 
when we turn it into action. We hope 
that everyone here will continue the 
conversation. Talk to your friends. Talk 
to your family. Learn the signs. Learn 
what a healthy relationship should look 
like, and if  someone you know needs 
help, listen to them and connect them 
with support.”

Sunday’s event may have marked 
a milestone for the Walk, but it was 
also a chance to look ahead to another 
milestone for Yellow Brick House as an 
organization.

Lorris Herenda, Executive Director 
of  Yellow Brick House, noted 2028 
will mark their 50th anniversary in the 
community.

For her, it marks a half-century of  
“standing with women and children, 
of  advocacy, prevention, and life-
saving services.”

“This anniversary is not just about 
looking back at what we achieved in 
the last 50 years. It’s about looking 
forward to what we want to achieve in 
the next 50 years,” said Herenda. “One 
of  our top priorities is making sure that 
women and children have access to 
services when they need them, no wait 
lists, that every young person knows 
what a healthy relationship looks like, 
that every community can recognize 
the signs and respond accordingly – 
and we can accomplish this over the 
next 50 years.

“Today, with every step that you 
take, you’re breaking the silence, and 
you’re saying to survivors, we see 
you, we believe you, and we stand 
with you.”

Breaking the Silence can be as simple  
as saying “I believe you”
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Subaru Newmarket

MEET SUBARU’S
ALL-ELECTRIC SUV LINEUP

289.319.1060 17415 Yonge Street, Newmarket
nrsubaru.ca

2026
SUBARU
SOLTERRA

2026 SUBARU UNCHARTED

2026
SUBARU
TRAILSEEKER

Winter Tire Price Match Guarantee: Should you find an advertised price within 30 days before or after purchasing qualifying tires from NewRoads Subaru Newmarket, bring our competitor's ad to us and
we will match the price. Conditions apply. Call NewRoads Subaru Newmarket for full details.

FREE
STORAGETIRE

with every
winter tire package

purchased
in November

NEWROADS
SUBARU
NEWMARKET

@

TRAILSEEKERS
IN STOCK
NOW!
TRAILSEEKERS
IN STOCK
NOW!

2026 SUBARU
SOLTERRA
Introducing the new 2026 Subaru
Solterra—the next generation
of all-electric condence.
Re-engineered for life in Canada,
the Solterra delivers extended range,
faster charging and rened control
with genuine Subaru capability.

2026 SUBARU
UNCHARTED
Meet the all-new 2026 Subaru
Uncharted, the all-electric SUV
that’s as comfortable navigating
city streets as it is chasing the
weekend. Compact and athletic, 
it feels light on its feet in trafc,
composed on the highway and
condent when conditions change. 

2026 SUBARU
TRAILSEEKER
Introducing the all-new 2026 Subaru
Trailseeker — Subaru capability
and fully electric. Engineered for
life in Canada, the Trailseeker pairs
real-world electric performance
with the ruggedness and versatility
expected from a Subaru SUV.

NRSN-AuroraFull-NOV-2.qxp_Layout 1  2026-11-03  12:34 PM  Page 2
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Thank You 
to our 

Veterans

DAMIR VRANCIC | LAW OFFICE | AURORA
Brian RobertsBrian Roberts CPA, CGA, LPA
ROBERTS & COMPANY Chartered Professional Accountant
905.727.8046 | www.robertscpa.ca

...that 
count  
the most

Honouring 
the  

sacrifices 

Today, we honour and  
remember those who  
served and sacrificed  

for our freedom.

Today, we honour and  
remember those who  
served and sacrificed  

for our freedom.

Lest we forget

From all of us at 
AURORA HOME HARDWARE

HOME HARDWARE HRS: Mon - Fri 7:30 a.m.–7 p.m.  Sat  8 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  Sun 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

They served our country.
We proudly serve them.

905-503-9505 | DelmanorAurora.com
WE REMEMBER

WE REMEMBERWE REMEMBER

WE REMEMBER

Honouring
Canada’s brave

Service Members
this Remembrance Daythis Remembrance Day

Daryl King
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

WWW.DARYLKING.CA

14845 Yonge Street, 
Aurora

905.503.4800

500 Water Street,
Newmarket

365.337.3200

12981 Keele Street
(at King Rd.), King City

905.833.2500

www.localerestaurants.ca

Honouring the sacrifice of
all our service members

WE REMEMBER

WE REMEMBER WE REMEMBERWE REMEMBER

Thank you for your service!

Each November 11th, we pause in silence and feel the weight of what was given so we could live freely. The poppy we wear over 
our hearts is small, yet it holds the memory of every Canadian who served, and of every life lost on land, at sea, and in the air.  
From the fields of Flanders to peacekeeping missions and the deployments of our own time, men and women of every background have  
answered the call, and many still carry its cost today. How do we repay a gift like that? We remember, we give thanks, and we stand 
together with pride for those who stood for us.

The i r  Courage .  Our  Freedom. Lest  We Forget .

We Will Remember Them

WE REMEMBERWE REMEMBER

The Country Day School honours our 
soldiers, peacekeepers, and veterans, 

who served and continue to serve. 

Lest we forget.

13415 Duff erin Street,
King, ON L7B 1K5
www.cds.on.ca

Join our Dance Family!
Call 905-773-7013 Email office@sdadance.ca

www.somervilledanceacademy.com
141 King Road, Richmond Hill

Award winning competitive dance team

WE REMEMBERWE REMEMBER

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative - Royal LePage

Monica Stohr - Royal LePage

WE REMEMBER

“Thank you
For your service 
and sacrifice.”

www.MonicaStohr.com
WE REMEMBER

WE REMEMBER

Lest we Forget

Since 1986
EAST: 416-757-5997 | WEST: 416-626-5675 | METROWIDEPAVING.CA

4
YEARS

0
0

ANNIVERSARY

CE

LEBRATING

METRO WIDE PAVING

2 allaura blvd aurora
WE REMEMBER

HYUNDAI 
OF AURORA

remembrance day | november 11
LEST WE FORGET

WE REMEMBERWE REMEMBER

“Remembering our Veterans  
and those currently serving”

905-727-5642  | www.auroralegion.ca

WE REMEMBER
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WE REMEMBER

Helen Avraam Neo realtor | Paul J. Neophytou broker

HelenandPaulHomes.com
416-587-3415

HONOURING OUR HEROES.
THEIR SACRIFICE, 
OUR GRATITUDE.

WE REMEMBER THEM.

HONOURING OUR HEROES.
THEIR SACRIFICE, 
OUR GRATITUDE.

WE REMEMBER THEM.
                           

LEST WE
FORGET
LEST WE
FORGET

                           

WE REMEMBER

WE REMEMBER

WE REMEMBER

WE REMEMBER

Thank you for your service!

Each November 11th, we pause in silence and feel the weight of what was given so we could live freely. The poppy we wear over 
our hearts is small, yet it holds the memory of every Canadian who served, and of every life lost on land, at sea, and in the air.  
From the fields of Flanders to peacekeeping missions and the deployments of our own time, men and women of every background have  
answered the call, and many still carry its cost today. How do we repay a gift like that? We remember, we give thanks, and we stand 
together with pride for those who stood for us.

The i r  Courage .  Our  Freedom. Lest  We Forget .

We Will Remember Them

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative - Royal LePage

Monica Stohr - Royal LePage

WE REMEMBER

“Thank you
For your service 
and sacrifice.”

www.MonicaStohr.com

297 Wellington St E, Aurora | 905 727-1191
www.meridiancu.ca

Have a 
safe & happy 
Family Day

™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. 

WE REMEMBER

Thank you for your sacrifice

we honour 
&&remember youAUR   RAAUR   RA

TIRE & WHEEL
AUR   RAUR   RAA

17 Industrial Parkway South  |  905-727-8473
WE REMEMBER

2 allaura blvd aurora

REMEMBRANCE DAY
The Aurora Sports Hall of Fame 

honours all Canadians who served 
and sacrificed for our freedom.

Lest we Forget
WE REMEMBER

HYUNDAI 
OF AURORA

remembrance day | november 11
LEST WE FORGET

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA   
(905) 727-1948 | 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

Lest we forget
Honouring those 
who have served

WE REMEMBER

WE REMEMBER

LEST WE FORGET
REMEMBRANCE DAY

WE REMEMBER

WE REMEMBER
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Changing face of what it means to be a veteran 
explored at Remembrance Dinner

Members of  the Canadian Armed 
Forces are put in harm’s way every day 
to defend our interests and keep peace 
around the world.

But recent events at CFB Wainwright 
brought home that the danger faced by 
these dedicated men and women can 
be faced at home as well, while work 
during what is considered peacetime 
can be overlooked.

These were themes touched upon 
as members of  the community came 
together last week at a special dinner 
hosted by the Aurora branch of  the 
Royal Canadian Legion last week to 

mark the start of  its annual Poppy 
Campaign.

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
MP Costas Menegakis, MPP Michael 
Parsa, and Mayor Tom Mrakas were 
among the dignitaries in attendance 
on October 24, while members of  
the Legion broke bread and shared 
personal perspectives.

Ordinarily, it’s a dinner in which 
veterans of  the Second World War and 
Korean War fill the room, but time 
and circumstance have made these 
ranks thinner than ever before, a fact 
reflected upon by Murray Charlton of  
140 Air Cadet Squadron.

Speaking before the audience, the 
Cadet leader noted that he works 
to impress upon young people what 
it means to be a veteran when so 
many current service personnel often 
associate the term with soldiers of  an 
earlier era.

“Every year at about this time I talk 
to the cadets and I say to them, ‘Tell me 
your opinion – what is a veteran?’ The 
response I get is astounding. They talk 
about their grandparents who served, 
whether it be in World War II, because 
World War I vets are no longer around 
and World War II vets are getting 
fewer and fewer [along with] Korean 
War vets, but they don’t think about 
the conflicts that we’ve had recently,” 
he said.

Charlton, who himself  served in 
the Queen’s York Rangers, has a long 
family history in the forces, including 
a grandfather who served in the First 
World War. Charlton served in the 
Rangers for more than 43 years before 
retiring in 2019.

Now working with teens in the 
Cadets, he said they don’t often think 
about those who served in Afghanistan 
as veterans, but he tries to broaden 
their perspectives.

“I think [to] a kid a veteran is 
someone like their grandfather or their 
grandmother. I say, ‘Well, how old 
do you have to be to join the Armed 
Forces in Canada?’ The answers I get 
are astounding. They figure you have 
to be at least 20-years-old to join the 
Armed Forces. I say, ‘No, you can join 
the Armed Forces at the age of  16, 
providing you turn 17 by the end of  the 
year with your parents’ permission.’

“The stunned looks that I get are 
astounding because they never had 
that idea. It never came about. I said, 
‘How old do you think people [were] 
deployed to Afghanistan?’ They go, ‘I 
don’t know. 20s, whatever.’ I tell them 
[about] one soldier in particular that 
was in the Rangers who deployed 
before his 20th birthday. He was 19 and 
he went over because he could speak 
the language and they needed people 

who could do that. He also went over 
and did a second tour of  Afghanistan 
before he was 24.

“We’ve got young people nowadays 
who are deploying to Latvia to train 
up all the Ukrainian soldiers that are 
going through Latvia to get trained 
up to go defend their own country. 
I said, ‘Think about that. Yes, your 
grandparents probably were involved 
in the service during World War II 
or Korea, depending on their age. 
Think about that: people who are as 
old as maybe your older siblings are 
deploying for operational tours.’ To 
me, the reckoning that you get when 
you explain that to do them is earth-
shattering because they never thought 
about it. A veteran is anybody who is 
willing to put a uniform on and put 
their life in harm’s way to defend the 
country.”

Legion President Stephen Boyne is pictured at last week’s Remembrance Day Dinner with Pastors 
Fred and Carolyn Reid of Northridge Community Church.                       Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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LEST WE FORGET

 905-853-9889  Dawn.GallagherMurphy@pc.ola.org
dawngallaghermurphy   MurphyGallagher   Dawn Gallagher Murphy

DAWN GALLAGHER MURPHY
MPP for Newmarket–Aurora

Building Our Community Together

“ALL THE FREEDOM WE
HAVE CAME AT A PRICE.

IT CAME AT THE PRICE
OF FRIENDS OF MINE”
- JIM PARKS, OUR LOCAL WWII VETERAN

LEST WE FORGET
REMEMBRANCE  DAY

SANDRA COBENA
M E M B E R  O F  P A R L I A M E N T

NEWMARKET-AURORA

 JIM PARKS, OUR LOCAL WWII VETERAN
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OF FRIENDS OF MINE”OF FRIENDS OF MINE”OF FRIENDS OF MINE”
--- JIM PARKS, OUR LOCAL WWII VETERAN JIM PARKS, OUR LOCAL WWII VETERAN JIM PARKS, OUR LOCAL WWII VETERAN
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M E M B E R  O F  P A R L I A M E N T

NEWMARKET-AURORA
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MICHAEL PARSA, MPP
Aurora–Oak Ridges–Richmond Hill

13085 Yonge Street, Suite 201, Richmond Hill, ON L4E 3S8
905-773-6250 | michael.parsaco@pc.ola.org

Remembrance Day
Lest We Forget
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Balance in Trust Fund January 1, 2025 - $99,825.18 
Income from Campaign - $69,305.88 

Sub Total Income - $169,131.06 
 

2025 Campaign Expenses - $47,758.87 
Grants 2025 - Veterans, Bursaries, Youth Education & Donations - $41,414.27 

Total Expenses & Donations - $89,173.14 
 

Grants in Poppy Trust Investments as of Dec 31, 2025 - $551.72 
Cheques not cashed as of Dec 31, 2025 - $1,413.75 

 
Balance in Trust Fund on December 31, 2025 -  $81,923.39

Additional Revenue from Jan - Sept 2026 - $1475.22 
2026 Campaign Expenses Jan - Sept 2026 $ 623.75 
Grants & Donations Jan - Sept 2026 - $29,135.35 

 
Balance in Trust Fund Sepember 29, 2026 - $53,639.51

starts  
OCTOBER 24 

Please consider donating to a Poppy box, 
in the Aurora Branch at 105 Industrial Parkway North  

or by E-transfer to:  poppy@auroralegion.ca

105 Industrial Pkwy N 
Office: 905-727-5642 or Clubroom: 905-727-9932

Your Donation help Veterans in need and many programs run by Legion, 
such as Operation Service Dogs, Hospital Trust Fund (to help Veterans 
pay medical bills), Homeless Veterans Fund, Youth Education Programs, 
Road to Recovery, Heroes Mending of the Fly, plus many more.  We also 
support the local Army, Air and Navy league Cadet programs.

and runs until  
November 11, 2026

t
h

e
 p

o
p

p
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campaign

Thank you to all who have donated previously for the Poppy Campaign.

POPPY REPORT FROM 2025

PARADE & SERVICE 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8TH

March off from 39 Dunning Ave 
(old GW Williams HS)

 to Cenotaph @ 10:20am
Comradeship at the Branch 

after the service.

mark 
your 

calendar  
for  

upcoming 
& 

ongoing 
events

Sunday Afternoons: 
1st Sunday is Bid Euchre at 1pm  

and the 4th Sunday at 1pm,  
is alternating Euchre and Cribbage

Tuesday Nights:  
Aurora Song Circle at 7pm  

This is open to all musicians or people  
who love music and just want to listen 

BRANCH ACTIVITIES OPEN TO ALL:  
(NON-LEGION MEMBERS ARE WELCOME!)  

Thursday Nights:  
Euchre at 7pm

Friday Nights:  
Dinner at 5:30pm 

 and Dance starting at 7pm. 
Small Cover charge 

if just coming for the dance.

Saturday Afternoons 
Live entertainment   

2:30 - 5:30pm alternating weeks 
No Charge

remembrance 
ceremonies

Check our website at: 

www.auroralegion.ca 

Like us on Facebook: 

Aurora Legion
 

Follow us on Instagram: 

@aurora_legion 

105 Industrial Parkway North 

Aurora. ON

Office: 905-727-5642

Clubroom 905-727-9932 

Wednesday Nights: Blind Draw 
Doubles Darts at 7pm  

 SERVICE ONLY
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 11TH

@ 10:45am Cenotaph  
at 14659 Yonge St. 
Limited amount  

of wreaths being laid.
Comradeship at the Branch 

after the service.

The Aurora branch of the Royal Canadian Legion launched its annual Poppy Campaign locally on October 23, with a flag-raising at Town Hall, followed by similar ceremonies over the subsequent days at Branch 
385 on Industrial Parkway North and at Town Park that Saturday in conjunction with the Aurora Farmers’ Market. 						                  Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Legion launches Poppy Campaign with ceremonies, flag-raisings
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Fats, 
Oils and 
Grease
go in the 
   green bin

 york.ca/ProtectYourPipes

Southlake Health is proud to partner 
with Treasure Hill to bring its first 
Advanced Care Centre to Georgina. 
This marks a major milestone in the 
development of  Southlake’s Distributed 
Health Network and its plans to expand 
access to care closer to home for patients 
and families across northern York Region 
and southern Simcoe County.

“Today marks an exciting step forward 
in our vision to build a more connected 
health system for the communities we 
serve,” said Paul Woods MD, President 
and CEO, Southlake Health. “Together 
with Treasure Hill, the Town of  
Georgina and our partners in care, we 
are bringing leading edge care, even 
closer to home through our Distributed 
Health Network.”

This new community-based health 
facility will be located at the southwest 
Corner of  Woodbine Avenue and Old 
Homestead Road. By bringing care 
closer to home, Southlake’s Advanced 
Care Centre will improve access to care 
and enhance the patient experience.

This announcement follows a 
process launched by Southlake in May 
to identify a partner with the land and 
development expertise to help bring the 
Advanced Care Centre to life. Together, 
Southlake and Treasure Hill will advance 
plans in collaboration with the Town 
of  Georgina for a purpose-built facility 
designed around the current and future 
health needs of  the community.

“For Treasure Hill, community 
building extends beyond developing 
homes –  it’s about ensuring that our 
residents have access to the very best 
health care, when they need it most,” 
said Nicholas Fidei, President, Treasure 
Hill. “We are proud to partner with 
Southlake Health to bring the first 
Advanced Care Centre to Georgina.  
There is no greater investment we can 
make than in the health and well-being 
of  our families, friends and neighbours.”

Over the next decade, Southlake’s 
Distributed Health Network will 

transform how care is delivered across 
northern York Region and southern 
Simcoe County. The network will include 
a redeveloped Davis Drive hospital, 
a new hospital in East Gwillimbury, 
and community-based Advanced Care 
Centres in Georgina and Bradford West 
Gwillimbury. Together, these sites will 
create a more connected system of  care, 
making it easier for people to access 
the right care, in the right place, while 
increasing access to meet the needs of  
some of  Ontario’s fastest growing and 
aging communities.

“This milestone reflects the power of  
strong relationships, partnerships, and a 
shared commitment to our community,” 
said Mayor Margaret Quirk, Town of  
Georgina. “I want to recognize Treasure 
Hill, Southlake Health, the Northern 
York South Simcoe Ontario Health 
Team and everyone who has helped move 
this initiative forward. The Advanced 
Care Centre will enhance access to care 
for residents across Georgina at every 
stage of  their life. This is about more 
than a new health care facility, it is about 
accessibility, dignity and ensuring our 
community has the health services it 
needs, now and for generations to come. 
I am incredibly proud of  what we have 
accomplished together.” 

“Health care is a partnership, and 
we are so grateful for the philanthropic 
leadership of  Treasure Hill. Over the 
years, their long-standing generosity 
has supported the care of  patients and 
families at Southlake Health. Today’s 
announcement takes that support even 
further in a new and exciting way. This is 
what is possible when we come together 
to bring leading edge care, even closer 
to home for our communities,” said 
Jennifer Ritter, President and CEO, 
Southlake Health Foundation.

“As the Ward 3 Councillor, I am 
incredibly proud that the Advanced 
Care Centre will be located in our ward 
and serve residents across Georgina 
and beyond. I’m proud to have worked 

alongside the Southlake Foundation to 
support local philanthropic efforts that 
helped bring this transformative project 
to reality. Treasure Hill’s commitment, 
together with the leadership of  Mayor 
Margaret Quirk, Southlake Health and 
our community partners, has finally 
brought healthcare closer to home 
and I’m proud to have helped bring 
this vision to reality. I look forward 
to supporting future fundraising 
efforts and helping bring this historic 
healthcare investment to completion,” 
added Dave Neeson, Councillor for 
Georgina Ward 3.

In 2024, the Town of  Georgina, 
Southlake Health, and the Northern 
York South Simcoe Ontario Health 
Team signed a memorandum of  
understanding to work together to 
improve health and wellness for 

Georgina residents. 
Care for All: A Population Health 

Needs Assessment for Residents in 
Georgina was released earlier this year 
outlining the community’s current and 
future health and wellness needs to 
help inform how care is planned and 
delivered locally.

In April 2026, Ontario endorsed 
Southlake Health’s vision for 
a Distributed Health Network, 
supported by a $10 million investment 
to plan for the redevelopment of  the 
Davis Drive hospital and a new acute 
care hospital in East Gwillimbury. 
The two hospital sites will anchor the 
network, supported by community-
based Advanced Care Centres, digital 
health, and system partnerships to 
expand access to care across the 
region.

Southlake Health announces new Georgina Advanced Care Centre

The Optimist Club of Aurora has been supporting programs for the youth of 
Aurora for 41 years, including healthy snacks for elementary schools, high school 

bursaries, contributing to music and theatre programs and so much more.
For the next 8 weeks we will be selling a variety of Fruitcakes - light and 
dark with nuts and light without nuts. The fruitcakes are $30.00 each.  
We are pleased to be offering these fruitcakes for sale at our retail partners:  

Please stop in and visit these locations and pick up your fruitcake
before they sell out Or contact us – auroraoptimist@gmail.com

FUNDRAISER
Fruitcake

This ad sponsored by

BACK BY

POPULAR

DEMAND

PD Dinner,
230 Wellington St. E,

Aurora

Omars Shoes
15620 Bayview Ave,

Unit 8, Aurora

Oakridge Fashion Inc.
15195 Yonge Street

Aurora

Barron's Warehouse,
40 Engelhard Drive

Aurora
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&C
Arts
  ulture

50 Victoria Street, Aurora Town Square  |   auroraculturalcentre.ca

November 13
1pm – 9pm

November 14
10am – 5pm

November 15
10am – 4pm

AURORA 
TOWN SQUARE
50 Victoria St., 
Aurora, ON

Learn more at soyra.org

SOYRA in 
the SQUARE
ART SHOW & SALE

Farmers’ Market embraces spooky season at Season Finale

Imagine a leisurely Sunday afternoon, 
a welcoming room filled with friends, 
the pleasure of  tea and delicious pastries 
— and, just a few feet away, two of  
Canada’s most distinguished musicians 
creating something truly beautiful.

That’s the experience that awaits you 
on Sunday, November 22, when the 
Great Artist Music Series presents the 
first concert of  its Tea and Classics series 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre.

Unlike a traditional concert, Tea 
and Classics invites audiences to relax 
and enjoy exceptional live music in 
the intimate, cabaret-style setting of  
Brevik Hall. Seated comfortably at 
small tables, with tea, pastries and the 
company of  friends, guests can savour 
the music in an atmosphere that feels 
more like a private musical gathering 
than a formal concert.

And what a wonderful musical 
pairing awaits!

There are certain combinations of  
instruments that seem almost made for 
one another. The flute and harp are 
surely among the most enchanting.

The flute’s pure, singing voice floats 
above the shimmering strings of  the 
harp. Together, their sounds intertwine 
so naturally that they become something 
greater than the sum of  their parts — 
a beautiful musical alchemy of  colour  
and expression.

And in the hands of  two extraordinary 
musicians, that alchemy becomes 
something magical. 

Flutist Suzanne Shulman and 
harpist Erica Goodman are among 
Canada’s most accomplished and 

respected performers. Both have 
enjoyed distinguished careers as soloists 
and chamber musicians, performing 
with leading orchestras and celebrated 
artists.

Suzanne Shulman is admired 
for the warmth, expressiveness and 
sensitivity of  her playing, while Erica 
Goodman, widely regarded as one 
of  Canada’s foremost harpists, has 
earned international recognition for 
her artistry and her championing of  
Canadian music.

Together, these two consummate 
artists offer us the opportunity to 
experience world-class musicianship 
up close and personal, where every subtle 
musical gesture, every exchange 
between performers, and every delicate 
nuance can be appreciated.

For Artistic Directors Bonnie and 
Norbert Kraft, that is the charm of  Tea 
and Classics.

“There’s something wonderfully 
special about hearing musicians of  this 
calibre in such an intimate setting,” 
they explain. “Add the warmth of  good 
company, tea and a few delicious treats, 
and you have our idea of  a perfect 
Sunday afternoon!”

After seventeen years of  bringing 
exceptional musicians to Aurora 
through the Great Artist Music Series, 
the Krafts continue to delight in 
creating musical experiences that bring 
people together.

So why not make a Sunday afternoon 
of  it? Bring a friend, settle in with a 
cup of  tea, and let two extraordinary 
musicians remind you just how 
delightful an afternoon of  beautiful 
music can be!

Tea and Classics: 
Suzanne Shulman, flute, 
and Erica Goodman, harp 
Sunday, November 22, 2026 | 
Brevik Hall, Aurora Cultural 
Centre

Tea, Classics,  
and a Little  
Musical Magic

The Aurora Farmers’ Market ended its 2026 season in style on Saturday with plenty of events 
to mark Halloween. In addition to their annual Costume Parade, the Market also played 
host to the second-annual No Tricks, Just Treats accessible Halloween event founded last 
year by Allison Hughes and Ward 1 Councillor-elect Lauren Hanna. (This Page – Clockwise 
from Top Right) Councillor-elect Hanna meets the event’s ubiquitous Storm Trooper. Ward 
5 Councillor-elect Jessie Fraser visited the Market with Neil and a furry friend. Lisa, Paul and 
Lando the Dog went with a Maritime-theme, taking on the riles of Anne of Green Gables, 
a fisherman, and a lobster, respectively. OPPOSITE: (TOP ROW) Costume parade winners 
Shawn, Charlize, with Jacqueline. Richard was on hand to bust a few ghosts. (SECOND 
ROW) All lined up for the Costume Parade. Sharon embraces the Autumn Spirit. (THIRD 
ROW) Creativity abounded – as did a Pocket Full of Sunshine here and there. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

CULTURALLY speaking
Article By: 
Bonnie Kraft  
GAMS Co-Artistic Director
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Thank You
We can’t do what we do without our

community sponsors. Thank you for your 
generosity and patronage this past season.

Thank you to our loyal customers! 
Your support means everything!
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APARTMENTS, INDEPENDENT
AND ASSISTED LIVING.
905-503-9505 | 25 Butternut Ridge Trail, Aurora

delmanoraurora.com

SCAN HERE or call
to BOOK A TOUR!

ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

HOLLY
FEST

HOLLY
FEST

VENDOR APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

We’re decking the halls once again and inviting unique, passionate
vendors to join us in making HollyFest even more magical in its

second year. After an incredible inaugural event,
we’re excited to welcome new businesses and continue growing

Orangeville Citizen’s signature holiday shopping experience.

If you’re ready to showcase your products, connect with an engaged
community, join a festive tradition in the making,

we’d love to have you at HollyFest and share in the magic!

Saturday, November 21, 2026 - 9am to 4pm; and 
Sunday, November 22, 2026 - 10am to 3pm

Indoors at the Orangeville Fairgrounds, 
247090 Side Rd 5, Mono

To apply to be a vendor at the show, scan the
QR code, visit our website or email

shows@lpcmedia.ca for a vendor application form.
Apply before June 1, 2026 and be eligible for early

acceptance on June 26.

orangevillehollyfest.ca

Continued on page 23

New bylaw regulating dust 
clears Council

A new bylaw regulating dust emitted 
into the air from construction and 
renovation projects was given the green 
light at Council’s last regular meeting of  
the 2022-2026 Council term. 

“Respirable dust generated through 
residential construction activities, including 
the cutting of  concrete, stone, masonry 
products and similar building materials 
may negatively impact neighbourhood 
properties, workers, and nearby residents,” 
said the Town of  Aurora in a statement. “A 
standalone dust bylaw provides clear and 
enforceable regulatory framework and 
reflects municipal best practices.”

The new dust bylaw followed a motion 
passed by Council last year after being 
introduced by Ward 6 Councillor Harold 
Kim.

While the bylaw received wide Council 
support when it was reviewed at the 
Committee level on September 8, the 
intervening weeks brought forward some 
concerns from residents, said Councillor 
Kim.

“This isn’t a token gesture. It’s a 

framework with teeth that we don’t 
have today,” said Councillor Kim at the 
September meeting. “I’ve also heard from 
residents, parents especially, with honest 
concerns about dust and air quality near 
our schools. I take those seriously and 
they’re a part of  why I brought this [issue] 
forward. Their main point is about the 
section covering what a contractor must 
do to control dust. 

“Some have suggested we scrap it and 
simply say no dust may leave a property, 
period, but almost any time you cut stone 
or concrete, some dust travels. A rule 
that strict would put every homeowner 
installing a driveway or interlock walkway 
offside, and our officers couldn’t realistically 
enforce it. As well-intentioned as it is, it 
doesn’t hold up. There’s a fair point in 
there, though. A tarp shouldn’t be enough 
if  dust is still blowing into a neighbour’s 
yard. There may be room to tighten that 
language so the measures actually have to 
work, not just be present. But we shouldn’t 
rewrite that on the floor tonight. When we 
impose a requirement, we need to show 
we did our homework on it, and that’s a 
proper staff review.”

The Town of  Aurora celebrates 
Diwali—the Festival of  Lights—on 
Friday, November 6 at Town Square.  
The community celebration is the first of  
many exciting events being coordinated 
by Town staff in November.

Nichole Campsall, Cultural 
Development Coordinator for the Town 
of  Aurora, described the importance 
of  running a range of  cultural events 
at public-owned properties:  “Aurora 
Town Square opened in 2024.  Over 
these years, we’ve been holding events 
to bring our community together.  It’s 
a great place to celebrate significant 
cultural events and holidays.  Joining 
the Diwali festivities could be a new 
experience for some people in Aurora.  
Community is all about building 
connections and learning new things.”

Campsall, who’s been employed 
by the Town for eighteen years, was 
promoted in 2022 to take on the 
responsibility of  preparing for the 
Grand Opening of  Aurora Town 
Square. She’s been coordinating 
events there for the last three years and 
explained the importance of  the Festival 
of  Lights—especially in the context of  
our shorter days and longer nights in 
the last segment of  Autumn:  “Diwali 
is one of  those holidays that fills us with 
hope and it resonates with everyone.  
Looking forward to events that are 
happy and wonderful is a source of  
positive energy, especially with the time 

change we just went through on the 
weekend and the shorter days that have 
become more evident this week.”

The heartfelt invitation to celebrate 
Diwali with family and friends is part 
of  her role “to build relationships with 
cultural groups around the community” 
and Campsall noted in her website 
promotion that “This free, family-
friendly celebration is an opportunity 
to gather, enjoy Indian culture and 
traditions, and welcome the Festival 
of  Lights.  Bring the whole family and 
celebrate the joy, light, and spirit of  
Diwali.”

Campsall’s Cultural Development 
team has planned a two-hour event 
for attendees on November 6 at  
Aurora Town Square.

Part 1 of  the Diwali celebrations 
runs from 5-6 PM in Brevik Hall where 
attendees can enjoy at Bollywood 
Dance Workshop.  Following the 
Workshop, guests will be welcomed and 
there will be a Diya lighting ceremony.

Part 2 of  Friday’s festivities will 
take place from 6-7 PM in Program 
Rooms A and B where Samosas will 
be served while supplies last.  A Henna 
Artist, Craft Activities, and Photo 
Opportunities will round out the 
evening for attendees.

Following the Festival of  Lights event, 
Campsall’s crew will offer a cornucopia 
of  cultural delights for Aurora Town 
Square visitors throughout November: 

Lennon.Live on November 7 at 7:30 
PM—a tribute concert celebrating the 
Beatles classics and solo anthems of  

Celebrating Diwali—the Festival of Lights— kicks off  
a cornucopia of cultural delights in November at  
Aurora Town Square

John Lennon;
Martha Chaves on November 20 at 

7:30 PM—an evening of  razor-sharp 
stand-up comedy and storytelling;

Strange Advance on November 26 at 
8 PM—the iconic Canadian new wave 
band-- which delivered cornerstone 
albums Worlds Away in 1982 and 
2WO in 1985--will be live in concert 
and whisking audience members to the 
era that produced The Spoons, Simple 
Minds, Blue Peter, The Fixx, and 
Platinum Blonde as well as The Cars;

Neil Young Solo Acoustics by 
Candlelight on November 27 at 6:30 
PM—an intimate candlelit acoustic 
tribute to one of  Canada’s greatest 
songwriters and performers;

Aurora’s Christmas Market and 
80th Anniversary Screening of  It’s 
a Wonderful Life on November 27-
29—screening of  the classic Christmas 
film at 3 PM in the Davide De Simone 
Performance Hall followed by the 
Christmas Market from 5-8:30 PM 
featuring festive vendors, seasonal treats, 
live entertainment by The Borealis Big 
Band, and holiday shopping.

As we hurtle ourselves into the 
shortest, darkest, and dampest days of  
the year, Nichole Campsall’s Cultural 
Development staff offers Aurorans a 
series of  festive community events at 
Town Square that will lift our spirits, 
warm our hearts, and brighten our 
November days and nights.

BY JIM STEWART
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
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ATHLETICS
The VC athletics program 

is based on a philosophy of 
personal growth nurtured by 
skilled and caring coaches. 

Developing a spirit of teamwork, 
sportsmanship and fair play 
is essential at all levels. Our 

student athletes enjoy state of  
the art facilities including a new  

turf field, indoor running  
track and 17,000 sq. foot  

triple gymnasium.

ARTS
Our comprehensive arts 

program includes Instrumental 
and Vocal Music, Musical 

Theatre, Fine Arts and Media 
Arts and is integral to our 

commitment to develop the 
whole person. Students have 
the opportunity to imagine, 
create, perform and develop 

self-worth. Participation in the 
arts serves to broaden the lens 

through which our students  
see the world.

STEM PROGRAM

The Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) Program at Villanova 

College is an exclusive, four-year 
academic enrichment program.
Students will take an enriched 
math and science program in 
grades 9 and 10 to prepare  

them for the Advanced  
Placement (AP) program  

in grades 11 and 12.

ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT 
PROGRAM

Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses allow motivated students 

to study at a higher level and 
intensity in academic areas in 
which they have interests and 
strengths, preparing them for 

the most competitive academic 
programs at the top universities 

in Canada and worldwide.

SOCIAL OUTREACH  
& LEADERSHIP

One of the most important aspects 
of the Villanova experience is the 

opportunity to transform compassion 
into action through service activities. 

VC students share their own talents and 
resources with those in need in ways 

which have included overseas mission 
trips, weekly sandwich patrols, Habitat 

for Humanity builds and countless  
other social outreach projects.

YOU’RE INVITED
Villanova College is an independent Catholic Augustinian  

school committed to excellence and dedicated to the education of  
young people engaging them in their spiritual, intellectual,  

physical and social development.
We look forward to welcoming you to VC!

REGISTER FOR OUR FALL OPEN HOUSE

905-833-1909  •  admissions@villanovacollege.ca  •  www.villanovacollege.org

NOVEMBER 19, 2026 - 9:30 AM
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105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.
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Your friendly local flooring experts

T: 905-235-4400  |  Sales@floorsDirectnorth.ca  
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www.auroratoyota.ca
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(905) 727-1948 | 1-866-979-3635

DASH CAM
Capture every moment on the road with connectivity at your fi nger tips.
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Future Hall of Famer of the Month
October 2026

I a n  S m i t h 
C A R D I N A L  C A R T E R  C A T H O L I C  H I G H  S C H O O L    

Ian Smith is a dedicated student-athlete at Cardinal Carter who exemplifies the 
values of school sport through his work ethic, competitive spirit, leadership and 
respect for others. A Grade 12 student, Ian balances the demands of academics, 
two sports teams and competitive club soccer.

A member of his school’s boys’ soccer and flag football teams, Ian brings 
determination and a strong team-first mentality. In flag football, his desire to 
win is matched by his understanding that success depends on teamwork and 
leading by example. His contributions over the past two years have helped 
establish a positive team atmosphere and his commitment extends beyond his 
play through the way he conducts himself both on and off the field.

Ian’s passion for soccer began at the age of four and continues to drive his 
development. He has spent much of his adolescence competing with the Aurora 
Football Club at the Ontario Player Development League (OPDL) level. A 
technically skilled player with excellent ball control, Ian can make an impact 
from his preferred position on the right wing or in centre attacking midfield. 
His coachability and determination make him a valuable member of the senior 
boys’ soccer team.

Beyond athletics, Ian demonstrates leadership through his involvement in his 
school community. As a student in the Grade 12 Leadership class, he works 
closely with students in the Functional Life Skills program and has shown an 
ability to connect with students with Autism Spectrum Disorder. 

Ian’s ability to balance his many commitments while remaining dedicated to 
his teammates, his studies and personal development speaks to his maturity 
and discipline. 

Congratulations, Ian!

Aurora Sports Hall of  Famer Alex 
Ansell’s connection to Old Timers 
hockey in York Region runs deep and 
the inspirational 90-year-old applauds 
the upcoming induction of  the Aurora 
Church Dodgers.

Although other Aurora-based teams 
like the 2004 and 2007 Junior Tigers 
won Canadian championships, the 
Church Dodgers will be the first team 
inducted into Town’s Sports Hall of  
Fame.

The engaging Ansell offered many 
reasons why the Dodgers –  who had 
their ice time at 10 a.m. on Sundays 
–  should be the inaugural team 
enshrined:  “The Dodgers were a 
community team. They ran their Old 
Timers Hockey program from 1967 
to the mid-90’s –  over 25 years of  
contributing to charities and service 
clubs in the community.”

Ansell added that the Church 
Dodgers blazed international trails 
long before it was fashionable for local 
Canadian amateur hockey teams to 
travel overseas: “In addition to starting 
the Old Timers Hockey traditions in 
the Town in the late-’60s, they went 
to Sweden in 1974 and represented 
Aurora in Leksand in an exhibition 
hockey series. It was a novelty to have 
Canadian teams play overseas. The 
team was responsible for Aurora being 
twinned with Leksand after the cultural 
exchange in 1974. The Dodgers not 
only represented the community 
and the country – they put back into 
the community in many ways. The 
proceeds from all their tournaments 
went to the Rotary Club and other 
charities and service organizations 
in Aurora. They also entertained the 
community in exhibition games at the 
ACC by playing against the NHL Old 
Timers, the Flying Fathers featuring 

legendary Father David Bauer and 
Les Costello, and they also played the 
Hockey Mothers. My wife played for 
the Hockey Mothers and they kept 
getting whistles.  The Dodgers were 
entertaining and they were truly a 
community team.”

As Ansell sips his coffee at the Tim 
Hortons at Haida and Wellington, he 
recalls with fondness the beginnings 
of  Old Timers hockey in Aurora and 
how the Church Dodgers were local 
trailblazers in the Masters Division of  
the sport: “Tom McPherson founded 
the Dodgers in 1967 –  he was not 
only a founding member –  he was 
the Dodgers’ first Captain. It was 
good group of  guys –  they were local 
businessmen. They were good guys to 
play against and they were good rec 
hockey players. There was a lot of  
camaraderie there.”

When Ansell helped found the 
Aurora Old Timers in 1975, he set up 
an Old Timers League that started in 
Oak Ridges and featured six teams in 
its inaugural year: “The Dodgers, the 
Old Sweats, our team The Aurora 
Old Timers or Azoics, the Richmond 
Hill Sudsers, East Gwillimbury, and 
the Newmarket Antiques. It was 
recreational hockey –  I was the 
secretary and treasurer of  the league 
for 30 years. Each team was responsible 
for its players.  If  you wanted to get 
competitive, you went to tournaments. I 
played against the Dodgers at least four-
to-five times a year and I went to one 
tournament with them in the Masters’ 
Games in 1984. We would borrow 
each other’s players for out-of-town 
tournaments. Our Aurora Old Timers 
team even won the Church Dodgers 
tournament at least once in the 1980s. 
Teams were away every weekend at 
tournaments. We played in five every 
year and the Dodgers had their own 
pet tournaments, especially in Pointe-
Claire on the island of  Montreal. The 

Community-spirited Aurora Church Dodgers will set historical 
precedent as first team enshrined in the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame

The Church Dodgers     
Photo courtesy of the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame

Dodgers even had their own bus.”
In addition to praising the Dodgers’ 

resourcefulness, Ansell expressed his 
sadness that so many of  the Church 
Dodgers have passed on. However, 
the legendary league executive and 
player noted with delight that the 
original Captain and co-founder of  the 
Dodgers Tom McPherson would be 
available to accept the enshrinement 
on behalf  of  the defunct organization:  
“It’ll be great to see Tom accept the 
Induction on behalf  of  the Dodgers. 
I was lucky to play against Tom and 
the rest of  the league. I was connected 
to the Old Timers Hockey League for 

over fifty-one years. Tom and I saw a 
lot of  people come and go –  over 800 
guys who played in the league up til 
2004 and there’s probably been 1,500 
guys that have played in the league. It’s 
great that a team from that league is 
bring recognized by the Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame. We tried to find as many 
Dodgers as we can for the Induction 
Ceremony.”  

Ansell –  who was enshrined in the 
inaugural ASHoF Class of  2014 as a 
builder –  is looking forward to the 14th 
annual ceremony and participating 
in the procession of  inductees: 
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TWO DISTINCT ONTARIO COMMUNITIES

ALL-BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY
DETACHED DESIGNS IN HASTINGS

FROM

$549,990*

Muskoka Forest o�ers all-brick detached homes in Huntsville, 
blending nature, refined home design, and the comfort of a growing 
community close to trails, parkland, and everyday amenities.

Hastings Estates o�ers all-brick detached bungalows and 
two-storey homes on generous lots in a scenic Trent Waterway 
setting. Enjoy practical layouts, strong value, and a connected 
small-town lifestyle designed for everyday living.

NOW SELLING

mymuskokaforest.ca

ALL-BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY
DETACHED DESIGNS IN HUNTSVILLE

FROM

$649,990*

NOW SELLING

Prices shown include the Ontario HST rebate. Actual rebate and final purchase price may vary based on eligibility and CRA assessment. Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E.&O.E.

EXPLORE BOTH COMMUNITIES VISIT BATAVIAHOMES.CA

or CALL 905-597-0466
myhastingsestates.ca

or CALL 705-922-2040

BUILDING STRONGER FOUNDATIONS

E S  T  A  T  E  S

MUSKOKA
FOREST

Detached All Brick Homes From

$549,990*
Discover Batavia Homes in Hastings 
Estates and Muskoka Forest — two 
communities built on the same 
promise: honestly priced detached 
homes you can grow into.

TRENT WATERWAY • HASTINGS HUNTSVILLE • MUSKOKA

905.727.4258 www.tholiver.com
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Skinner’s three-point period impels Tigers to 4-2 win  
Rookie winger Max Skinner scored 

one goal and dished out two assists in the 
second period to lead the Aurora Junior 
Tigers to a 4-2 win over the Wellington 
Dukes in Prince Edward County on 
Friday night.

Tommy Nitsopoulos, Sebastian 
Catalano, and Thomas Leone added one 
goal each to dispatch the second-place 
Dukes in front of  414 fans at Lehigh 
Arena.

Tigers’ Head Coach Ilir Mehmeti 
provided reasons for his team’s key road 
win:  “We came out and dominated 
the first nine minutes –  keeping them 
hemmed in. So much of  this game is 
mental and we started feeling pretty good 
about ourselves after taking it to them for 
the first two periods. We didn’t let them 
come out punching.  We dictated the game 
for two-and-a-half  periods.”

After a scoreless first period during 
which Wellington goaltender Dryden 
Riley stymied Aurora centre Javian Nei’s 
penalty shot at 1:41, the Tigers erupted for 
three goals in the middle frame to take a 
commanding 3-0 lead.

Coach Mehmeti was pleased with his 
team’s second frame effort –  a sore point 
with the Tigers in many games this season: 
“We made a new rule for second periods: 

we told them we’re going to change lines 
every 20-30 seconds. At many points on 
Friday, we changed every whistle and we 
were fresh in the second period.  We came 
out firing.”

Nitsopoulos implemented his Head 
Coach’s game plan by opening the scoring 
1:52 into the second period –  finishing 
a feed from Skinner –  for his 4th of  the 
season.

Skinner’s 12th of  the campaign at 13:35 
put the visitors up 2-0. Captain Anrijs 
Bundzenieks and Danil Kolzin earned 
assists.

With 1:32 left in the second period, 
Catalano tallied his 1st of  the season to 
give the Tigers a three-goal lead. Coach 
Mehmeti described his veteran blueliner’s 
game-winning goal:  “Catalano jumped 
up in the play really well, getting the pass 
from Skinner, and it was an outstanding 
finish.”

Skinner –  the Tigers’ leading sniper 
with 19 points which ranks him fifth 
among OJHL rookies in scoring –  earned 
his third point of  the period and First 
Star of  the Game honors. Aurora’s bench 
boss complimented Skinner’s three-point 
outburst in the second period:  “When 
he gets opportunities, he’s an exciting, 
dynamic young player. He was instructed 
in practice on Wednesday to pass the puck 
in the lanes and he did it during Friday’s 

game, especially in the second period.”
Just 2:15 into the final frame, Leone, 

with a helper from the speedy Nei, 
increased the home side’s deficit to 4-0. 
Coach Mehmeti described the importance 
of  quick goals by Nitsopoulos and Leone 
to start both the second and third periods 
against the Dukes: “We’ve talked about the 
importance of  getting the first one and, in 
both cases, it set the tempo for the period. 
We want to throw first. Come game time, 
I’m intense, and I want them to be intense.”

Despite the Tigers’ intensity, the Dukes 
finally got a puck past Tigers’ goaltender 
Colby Booth-Housego mid-way through 
the third period when Presley Kelly-
Wright tallied a power play goal at 9:35.

Four minutes later, Justin Doak’s 
unassisted goal at 13:15 pulled Wellington 
to within two and the Dukes continued 
their 20-shot final period barrage.

Although Booth-Housego bent a bit 
amid the blitz, he did not break in the 
one-sided second half  of  the third period.  
He earned 3rd Star of  the Game honors 
by turning aside 18 of  the 20 shots in the 
final 20 minutes of  play. The value of  
Booth-Housego’s 38-save performance 
was captured by his Head Coach’s 
superlatives:  “Outstanding. Rock solid.  
We got into some penalty trouble in the 
third period, but Colby was our fifth player 
on the penalty kill to make it seem more 
like 5-on-5. The confidence that builds 
when goalies make saves is so important 

and has been against Wellington in both 
our wins against them. Lucas Carpino was 
outstanding against the Dukes, too, when 
we beat them at home.”

Booth-Housego’s acrobatics on Friday 
were a significant part of  the Tigers’ 
second straight victory this season versus 
the perennially-strong Dukes.  Coach 
Mehmeti explained that his club’s wins 
this month over Wellington are part of  
the Tigers’ growing confidence: “I feel 
that it’s time that these kids believe that 
we can beat any team.  We’ve been at 
the top of  our game in both games so far 
against Wellington. No one intimidates 
us.  I continue to care about the way we 
play, and not the results, but the results are 
getting better and three of  our losses this 
month could have been wins.” 

With the two-goal victory, Aurora (7-
10-0-0) strengthened its hold on eighth 
place while the home ice loss dropped 
Wellington (11-6-3-0) into third place in 
the OJHL East standings.  The Tigers host 
the tenth-place Lindsay Muskies (4-11-0-2) 
at 7 p.m. on Friday, November 6.

Fans are invited to bring non-perishable 
food items to the Tigers-Muskies tilt as part 
of  a “Hockey Ends Hunger” co-sponsored 
event with donations going to the Aurora 
Food Pantry.  The Fourth Annual “Hockey 
Ends Hunger” Charity Game will take 
place at the Aurora Recreation Complex 
on Saturday, November 28.  Puck drop is 
5 p.m. 

“There’s more and more people in the 
procession. It’s great to recognize these 
individuals for their athletic ability and 
to recognize the builders who have over 
time built sports in Aurora. The Hall 
has come a long way and features a lot 
more diversity.”

As we wrapped up our interview 
at Tim Hortons and completed our 
traditional NHL Upper Deck card-

trading session that has become a Rite 
of  Autumn across Canada, the spry 
nonagenarian reflected on his enduring 
connection to the Aurora Sports Hall 
of  Fame and voiced a small degree of  
comedic trepidation regarding the walk 
to the stage on November 5: “I hope I 
don’t trip and fall ... It’s a great lineup 
of  people this year. It’s an honor to 
belong and you’re humbled by being 
there. It’ll be a great night.”

Hall honours Church Dodgers
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BUSINESS

aurora online inc.
20521 centre street mount albert, on l0G 1m0 
t (905) 222-2022 (905) 222-2022 F (866) 812-7442 (866) 812-7442 
auroraonline.com | rob@auroraonline.com

Our services include:
 Flexible Tech Support: Get help when you need it, with   
     both on-site and remote support for Windows and Mac.

Complete Web Services: From reliable web hosting 
to custom website creation, we build your on-line home.

Total Security: Protect your data with our robust  
backup, anti-virus, and anti-spam solutions.

Lower Your Costs: Switch to our VoIP services and  
significantly reduce your monthly phone bill.

Struggling with TECH ISSUES or need a Professional WEB SITE

     schuetzeRob
We offer special rates for not-for-profit organizations 

Contact us today for a free consultation  
and see how we can simplify your technology.
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Aurora’s business community 
came together at the Royal Venetian 
Mansion on October 22 for the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce’s 
annual Business Excellence Awards.

It was a chance to not only 
celebrate some of  the key businesses 
that help provide the backbone of  
the local economy, but celebrate 
long-standing Champions and 
emerging names on the scene.

Over the course of  the evening, 
the Chamber recognized its 
annual Chamber Champion and 
announced this year’s recipients 
of  their grant programs, that help 
emerging businesses take their 
operations to the next level.

Recognized as this year’s 

Chamber Champion was Brian 
Roberts of  Roberts & Co., a 
long-standing contributor to the 
Chamber in various capacities, 
including its Board.

“Our 2026 Chamber Champion is 
a man who proves that accountants 
can have personalities, and not just 
during tax season,” joked Alison 
Mumford, Executive Director of  
the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce, 
in her presentation. “You may 
know him as the owner of  Roberts 
& Co. Professional Corporation, 
your go-to guy when the CRA 
comes knocking. Perhaps you know 
him from his volunteer work with 
100 Men Who Give a Damn, the 
Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame, or his 
many years of  service to the Aurora 
Chamber.

“He’s a former Chamber Board 

Director, who now sits on our 
Finance Committee, generously 
volunteering his time every month 
to make sure our finances are in 
good shape, and perhaps more 
importantly, that myself  and 
our Treasurer can confidently 
explain them to the rest of  our 
Board! He’s also a long-time 
Street Festival volunteer, alongside 
his wife Trish…. Outside of  his 
community commitments, he’s a 
devoted family man, husband to 
Trish, father of  three, avid Blue 
Jays fan, and still finds time to help 
out on his family farm outside of  
Tillsonburg – because apparently 
crunching numbers, raising a 
family, volunteering across Town, 
and cheering on the Jays aren’t 
enough to keep him busy.

“He’s generous with his time, 
incredibly dependable, and 
somehow manages to make 
accounting seem like a social 
activity.”

Each year, the Chamber presents 
a Rise Up Grant, recognizing 
promising new businesses that 
are “building their foundations 
and taking exciting steps towards 
growth.” This year’s grant recipients 
are Lanette Ware-Bushfield of  A 

WWB Production Inc. (A Work It 
Ware-Bushfield Production), and 
Swing Core Golf.

The second grant, the Scale Up 
Grant, which supports established 
businesses take the next big step, 
“whether it’s expanding their 
operations, reaching new customers, 
or investing in their futures,” 
were Attuned Relationships and 
Aizadfood.

The third grant, facilitated 
in partnership with Addison 
Marketing Solutions, is the Media 
Grant, which helps local businesses 
“elevate its marketing and reach 
new audiences.” This boost went to 
Aurora Family Martial Arts. 

“One of  the greatest privileges 
that we have at the Chamber is 
the opportunity to recognize and 
support the incredible businesses in 
our community,” said Mumford. “It’s 
not every day that you get to hand a 
cheque to help bring their ideas to life. 
Behind every business is someone who 
has taken a risk, worked incredibly 
hard, and believed in what they’re 
building. Being able to play even a 
small part in their success is something 
we’re incredibly proud of. And we’re 
excited to see what these businesses 
accomplish next.”

Chamber celebrates its Champions,  
supporting emerging businesses

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

Retirement
Living You
Can Own
Life Lease ownership
with the support of a
full continuum of care.

Enjoy your
lifestyle.

Protect
your assets.

sales@tmoa.ca

440 William Graham Drive, Aurora, ON L4G 1X5

A unique faith-based community
offering the freedom of ownership,
the comfort of resort-style amenities,
and the confidence of lifelong care
when you need it.

www.tmoa.ca

BOOK YOUR TOUR TODAY

(905) 503-5560
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The Ontario Legislature resumed last 
week and Newmarket-Aurora MPP Dawn 
Gallagher Murphy returned to Queen’s 
Park with a new role: Parliamentary 
Assistant to the Associate Minister of  
Artificial Intelligence Adoption.

The new role is certainly in the 
wheelhouse for MPP Gallagher Murphy 
after she introduced a motion in the 
Legislature back in 2024 related to the 
“ethical and transparent use of  AI” in 
government, a motion which found 
widespread support across party lines.

Looking ahead to her new role, 
Gallagher Murphy told The Auroran she 
was “extremely excited” about the task 
ahead and was eager to get started.

“I think it’s important when we talk 
about protecting Ontario, AI has to be a 
part of  it because we’re protecting Ontario’s 
digital sovereignty,” she says. “Ever since 
[the motion came forward] I have been 
working on AI initiatives, specifically in my 
last portfolio in long-term care, because in 
healthcare there’s so much happening.”

The Ministry’s role, she says, will include 
moving a number of  programs forward 

from the pilot stage to a point where they 
can scale up to the next level.

“Since 2023, the government has 
invested $214 million that has been 
committed to the Critical Technologies 
Initiative program. I find this very exciting 
because since 2023, when we look at the 
numbers, we’ve managed to retain and 
create over 65,000 jobs and train over 
14,000 really highly skilled workers…. It 
has also led to the generation of  700 new 
intellectual properties in this Province.”

Two years is a long time in politics, and 
it’s an even longer time in the world of  AI, 
where advancements have been rapid and 
continuous. Through that lens, Gallagher 
Murphy says it’s key to stay on top of  
technology as “AI is basically improving 
and upgrading itself  almost every single 
day.”

“This is a brand-new Ministry, so 
we’re going to be setting the course and 
I’m looking forward to working with the 
Minister on that,” she says, noting the 
digital sovereignty will be integral going 
forward, along with developing high-
paying skilled jobs.

A prime example of  that, she added, was 
last month’s announcement of  Audacity 
North, a new med-tech incubator that, in 

partnership with York University and the 
Schulich School of  Business, will take root 
in Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville.

While this is just one leap forward, there 
remain concerns within the community on 
many fronts when it comes to AI, including 
the retention of  existing jobs and the 
environmental impact of  data centres.

“We’ve come out with our first initial 
version of  a data centre playbook. 
There will be no tax dollars, basically, 
to incentivize data centres to come into 
Ontario. However, we do believe that there 
is a place. We do believe because they’re 
already here in Ontario [and] we want to 
focus on ensuring that the energy that is 
required for those data centres, the taxpayer 
will not have to pay anything more or have 
their rates increase because of  data centre 
usage. They have to obviously secure and 
be paying for that energy,” she says, adding 
there have been recent talks with the Great 
Lakes Legislative Caucus about how data 
centres could impact water.

“At the end of  the day, there is technology 
out there to allow these data centers to stay 
cool without utilizing the water in the Great 
Lakes. Technology is always advancing. 
I do see our government working with 
those businesses who want to bring a 

data center here, but doing it, obviously, 
very respectfully to respect the taxpayers 
because we don’t want any increases. But 
at the same time, we want to ensure that 
there’s opportunities because the need is 
going to just grow for the amount of  data 
that is required, especially when it comes to 
generating AI that will give us those things 
that we do want: higher quality potential 
care in the life sciences…but also to make 
things more efficient for workers.

“I think it is also important for us 
to educate our younger population 
to understand that this is going to be 
an opportunity to help them be more 
efficient in the jobs of  tomorrow. That, 
to me, means not replacing their jobs, but 
ensuring that they have the skill sets to be 
able to work with AI technologies. When 
they’re working with AI technologies, this is 
the future. They are going to become more 
efficient and it’s going to be amazing to see 
what can be achieved.”

Newmarket-Aurora MPP takes on key role on A.I. in Ontario

New bylaw regulating dust clears Council
Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese said he 

had had resident feedback as well since 
Council’s first sweep of  the matter in the 
first half  of  the month, many of  which 
were outlined by Councillor Kim.

Councillor Weese asked the Bylaw 
department about mitigation strategies 
that can be put in place to keep dust to a 
minimum.

“Wet cutting is part of  those suggested 
measures,” said Bylaw Manager Alexander 
Wray on some of  the best practices. “The 
added step of  going further to HEPA 
filters generally falls under provisions that 
the Ministry of  Labour would enforce 

and those are related to employees and 
workplace safety matters. To impose that 
standard would be something we would 
look at, but I would suggest even with 
the way the Bylaw is written right now, it 
would not necessarily be the be-all and 
end-all solution. We just need to be 
mindful that imposing that additional 
standard, we’re also asking our residents 
and business owners, because the bylaw 
is applicable to both homeowners 
and businesses to potentially incur 
additional costs.”

Weese said he was less concerned 
about the additional costs than the 
health and safety of  residents “as 

construction is going on next door.”
“This allows us to look at other 

methods to try to respond to the 
complaints that we have,” he said. “I’m 
in favour of  the bylaw as well.”

Support also came from Ward 3 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, Ward 
5 Councillor John Gallo, who said 
he recently saw construction work 
generating considerable dust at Thomas 
Coates Park, and Mayor Tom Mrakas, 
who highlighted the importance of  
Bylaw responding to these concerns in 
a timely fashion.
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HOCKLEYBEER.CA

MADE IN

S U P P O R T  L O C A L

CANADA
MADE IN

Now accepting new clients! 

Looking  Looking  
for a for a 
new new 
vet? vet? 

Looking for top quality personalized 
care for your pet?  

Our privately owned vet clinic, 
conveniently located in the 

Home Depot Plaza, is here to provide 
compassionate care and 

excellent service for your family pet.

We treat your pets like family!   

Call us today at  
905-503-PETS (7387)

15340 BAYVIEW AVE, AURORA ON

From Big Ideas to Bold Action: Aurora 
CNX Returns to Fuel Aurora’s  
Innovation Ecosystem
CONTRIBUTED 

On November 19, the Town of  Aurora 
will host its signature innovation and 
entrepreneurship event, highlighting the 
newly launched Audacity North project 
and creating new opportunities for 
founders, innovators and business leaders 
to connect, collaborate and grow.

Aurora CNX is more than a networking 
event. It is a place where ideas are 
challenged, refined and strengthened 
through conversations with people 
who have the experience, expertise and 
connections to help move them forward.

“Communities grow when people are 
willing to think big, take risks and work 
together,” says Mayor Tom Mrakas. 
“Aurora CNX creates opportunities for 
entrepreneurs and innovators to connect 
with leaders who can help accelerate their 
ideas. We’re excited to showcase how the 
conversations that started last year have 
evolved into Audacity North and inspire 
the next generation of  innovation.”

The evening will feature the story behind 
the recently announced “Audacity North” 

a plan for the creation of  Canada’s largest 
MedTech innovation hub; in partnership 
with Megalab, The Schulich School of  
Business, and YSpace (York University).

This will be followed by interactive 
“collision stations”, designed to foster 
practical conversations, new partnerships 
and future opportunities.

Whether launching a start-up, scaling 
a business, exploring a new concept or 
looking for fresh perspectives, Aurora 
CNX brings together people from across 
sectors who share a common goal: turning 
potential into progress. 

Event Details
Aurora CNX 2026

Thursday,  
November 19, 4 to 7 p.m.

Aurora Town Square 

The event is free to attend and welcomes 
businesses and entrepreneurs at every stage 
of  their journey.

To register, please visit: aurora.ca/CNX.

Halloween is now in the books, 
and some have already turned their 
attention towards the holiday season. 

If  you’ve already started decorating 
your home for Christmas and the winter 
holidays, the Town of  Aurora wants to 
hear from you.

The Town is inviting residents 
and local businesses to participate 
in the annual Deck the Halls Tour, 
“a treasured holiday tradition that 
showcases the creativity and festive 
spirit of  our residents.”

Aurora’s Deck the Halls Tour is a 
drive-by tour that goes from 5 p.m. to 9 

p.m. from December 6 to 23. Houses or 
businesses will showcase their lights and 
festive decorations.

Register your home or business to 
participate in the tour at aurora.ca/
DeckTheHalls. The first 20 homes 
to register will receive a gift card 
from Aurora Home Hardware. Some 
conditions apply.

If  you’re not decorating your home 
and business, that doesn’t mean you 
can’t participate. You will have your 
chance to vote for your favourite tour 
location, with a top prize being awarded 
for Best Decorated Home or Business, 
and Honourable Mentions.

Already in the holiday spirit?  
Sign up for the Deck the Halls Tour

For more information, visit aurora.ca/
DeckTheHalls. 



THE AURORAN | THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2026  25

YOUR FAMILY’S FARM
ADVENTURE STARTS HERE

OPENS FRIDAY!



 26           THE AURORAN | THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2026  

ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

BORA  
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

PEST CONTROL

PROPANE

RENOVATIONS/FENCES/DECKS

RENOVATIONS/REMODELING/LANDSCAPE

CREMATION

WINDOWS/EAVES/EXTERIOR

A&A IDEAL RENOVATION

416-219-4530  Alex  416-625-4441

Home Remodeling • Electrical Plumbing
Kitchen & Bathrooms • Finished Basement

All Flooring Tiles • Hardwood Laminate 
Drywall • Painting • Deck & Fences

Fully licensed and insured. One year warranty on all labour. NO JOB TOO SMALL!

SUMMER RENOVATIONS INC.

BIG OR SMALL GIVE US A CALL!
(Free Estimates)  647-287-7168

Build/Repair Fences 
Build/Repair Decks

TREE SERVICE

CLEANERS

CENTRAL VACUUM 

LANDSCAPING/RENOVATIONCONCRETE 

ELECTRICIAN

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS

www.roadhouseandrose.com | 905-895-6631

•  Dignified
•  Respectful
•  Inexpensive

Affordable Cremation Services 

Call us 
for more 

information

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

PAINTING

PAINTING/HOME IMPROVEMENTS

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED

FOUR SEASONS PAINTING  
& HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Please Inquire 
About Our 
Senior Services 
& Discounts.

2 professional hardworking guys 

15% OFF PAINTING PROJECTS 
TILING • WASHROOM /KITCHEN RENO • INTERLOCK RELEVEL  
FENCES • ROOF REPAIRS/TROUGHS • FOUNDATION PARGING  

ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING • CONCRETE REPAIRS• LOCKS-INSTAL/REPAIR

Call Claudio 416-723-4860 or, 905-727-0862  
fourseasonsrenos@gmail.com

DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

www.liftec.ca ~ 1-866-280-7770

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

DO NOT REPLACE

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.
“We raise sunken concrete”

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction Of The Cost

Of Replacement

DRIVEWAY PAVING

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT 905-727-3300 EXT 102

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

W E   PAY  C A S H  F O R   S C R A P 
vehicles any size. We also buy construction and 
farm equipment. Open 7 days a week. Call 905-
859-0817 (Peter).

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS  
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up Available

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

repairs 
windows & doors 

eavestrough 
& down pipe repairs  

aluminum storm doors 

HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

905 841-6334  
TO ADVERTISE CALL:  905-727-3300 EXT 102

T I R E S  F O R  S A L E  4 snow tires, on 
rims, for Hyundai Tucson SUV. $500.00. 
Very good condition. Aurora. 416-992-
0873.

AD

TO ADVERTISE CALL 
905-727-3300 EXT 102

If you are 
reading  
this ad, 

our  
advertising 

works!

WATER

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS
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ALL ARE WELCOME TO THIS FREE EVENT. 
Please bring a non-perishable food donation for the Aurora Food Pantry. 

In Celebration and 
Remembrance of this 

Holiday Season 

Wednesday,  
December 9, 2026 

at 7:00 p.m.

CANDLELIT
MEMORIAL SERVICE

You and your family are invited to  
join us for a special holiday event. 

A peaceful holiday memorial service 
followed by refreshments. 

OBITUARIES - FOREVER IN OURHearts
MARY KATHLEEN  

ELIZABETH (KAY) VALENTINE
A shining star left the building.
Mary Kathleen Elizabeth (Kay) Valentine chose 

to take her final bow with her daughter by her side. 
Kay was the loving mother of Kim (Paul), Keith  

(pre-deceased), and grandmother of Brittany 
(Todd).

Born in Middlesex, England, lived in Ireland and 
at 13 emigrated with her family to Canada. She 
became an elementary school teacher and taught 
in many schools across York Region until her 
retirement in 1997. A woman of many talents, Kay 
was an avid bridge player and recently learned to 
play snooker. 

Kay loved community theatre where she 
excelled as an actor and most recently as a director. 
She worked with theatre companies in Richmond 
Hill, Newmarket and her home group Theatre Aurora. 

Over the years, she made lifelong friends from all walks of life.  
She will be missed by so many who will feel her loss deeply. 

“May your memory be a blessing to all who knew you”
A Celebration of Kay’s Life took place on October 25th from 2:00-5:00 pm  

at Theatre Aurora, 150 Henderson Avenue, Aurora. 
At Kay’s request, please wear bright colours. 
Memories and messages of condolence may be left at www.peaacefultransiton.ca. 

Puzzle No.TANOV526  •  Solution in ClassifiedsCROSSWORD

thi ngs... you ought to know
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7

Trinity Anglican Church, Aurora, will host its 
annual Trinity Christmas Market today from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., 79 Victoria Street, Aurora. Featuring artisan 
vendors, specialty coffee in their cafe, a silent auction, 
children’s face painting, premium fashions from the 
Clothes Closet, a bake table and more. A hot and 
cold luncheon will be available from 11 a.m. to 1.30 
p.m. Come join us and get warmed by the Magic of  
Christmas.

* * * * 
Aurora Historical Society’s Intimate Concert 

Series continues this evening, starting at 6.30 p.m. at 
Hillary House. The Intimate Concert Series brings 
exceptional live music into the historic Hillary House 
Ballroom, where audiences can experience classical 
performance in a uniquely close‑up and welcoming 
setting. The violin‑piano duo Gemmell & Smith bring 
their dynamic, emotionally rich chamber music to 
Hillary House in November. Violinist Corey Gemmell 
and pianist Benjamin Smith are known for their 
virtuosic technique, interpretive depth, and engaging 
rapport with audiences. Tickets are $75 per person 
and available at aurorahs.com.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14
The aurora Community Band hosts its Annual 

Holiday Market today from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Trinity Anglican Church, 27 Victoria Street, Aurora. 
Free Entry. Music, food, gifts, and more. For more 
information, visit auroracommunityband.ca or email 
auroracommunityband@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21
The Town of  Aurora’s Santa Under the Stars 

Parade returns to Yonge Street tonight from 6 – 8 p.m., 
travelling south from Orchard Heights Boulevard to 
Murray Drive. This night time parade is full of  magic, 
with beautifully decorated floats, incredible marching 
bands and a few special guests including the Jolly 
man-in-red himself. Remember to bring your letters 
for Santa as Canada Post will be out collecting them 
before the parade begins. For more information, visit 
aurora.ca/santaparade.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28
FIRESIDE HOLIDAY MARKET, second-annual 

event in support of  mental health programs – today 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Northridge Community 
Church, 15338 Leslie St, Aurora, ON. Shop local for 
gifts, crafts, jewelry & baked goods. Free admission, 
FREE parking & festive family fun. FREE photos with 
Santa! @sisterz_co_

ONGOING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les 

ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones aux débutants 
capables de converser) - qui cherchent à mettre en 
pratique leurs compétences Conversationnelle en 
français. Over Zoom with a nominal fee of  $2.50. 
RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. 
For more information, visit www.meetup.com/
partagez-le-francais.

* * * * 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle 

Program textile recycling and donation program. A 
greater number of  people are wanting to donate or 
get rid of  unwanted items, increasing the need for 
more outlets being available to receive the items. This 
program will provide a convenient way for people to 
donate or get rid of  used/unwanted clothing, blankets, 
linens and furniture and will help lessen the amount 
of  items ending up in landfills. Materials that were 
previously perceived as waste will now be seen as a 
valuable resource further encouraging redistribution. 
The items will be recycled in the following ways: To 
be given to individuals who are survivors of  violence 
and are transitioning from shelters into new homes; 
To be sold at occasional pop-up sales; To be sold to a 
textile recycler, which makes for an ongoing source of  
funding for Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their 
services to the thousands of  people that require them 
each year. When and Where: Monday, every week, 
10:30 a.m. – 1.30 p.m., with 15-minute time slots, 
and Wednesdays from 10.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. with 15 
minute timeslots. If  you do not have an appointment, 
we cannot accept your donation. Visit AbuseHurts.ca 
to select your drop off time slot. Located at 120 Harry 
Walker Parkway North, Newmarket.

The Town of  Aurora is making 
it easier for residents, applicants 
and businesses to access municipal 
services with the expansion of  
licensing applications through the 
Town’s online platform, called 
CityView.

Through the expanded online 
service, users can apply for a variety 
of  municipal licences and permits, 
upload required documents, make 
payments and track the status of  
their application online, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. For many 
licensing transactions, applicants 
can now complete the entire process 

without having to visit Town facilities 
or make an in-person appointment.

Licensing applications available 
through the CityView Portal 
include Sign Permit Applications, 
Refreshment Vehicles, Driving 
School Instructors, Taxi and 
Limousine services, Places of  
Amusement, Mobile Sign Installers, 
Second Hand Goods, Salvage Yards 
and Pawn Shops, along with many 
other licensing application services. 
Registered users can also submit By-
law complaints through the portal.

“Making Town services easier to 
access is an important part of  how we 

Aurora expands CityView Portal with online  
licensing applications

continue to modernize and improve 
the way we service our community,” 
said Mayor Tom Mrakas. “Expanding 
CityView gives residents and 
businesses the flexibility to apply, pay 
and track their applications online, 
on their own time, while making the 
process simpler and more transparent 
from start to finish.”

The portal provides real-time 
updates on application progress, 
reduces paperwork and streamlines 
the overall application process. Many 
transactions can be completed in just 
a few minutes, from wherever it is 
most convenient for the applicant.

Municipal licensing plays an 
important role in protecting the 
public and maintaining community 
standards. Licensing helps ensure 
applicable businesses and services 
meet municipal requirements, obtain 
required training, operate safely 
and responsibly, manage occupancy 
where applicable, and minimize 
impacts on surrounding properties. 
It also provides the Town with a 
framework to regulate businesses and 
address concerns when issues arise.

To access the CityView Portal and 
explore available online services, visit 
aurora.ca/CityView.
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289.319.1060 
Limited time lease offer is provided through Subaru Canada, Inc.'s financial institution on approved credit. Holiday Bonus may 
be used towards eligible purchases on select new Subaru models and can be combined with Subaru Canada supported lease 
and finance rates through participating Subaru Canada Dealers. Winter Tire Price Match Guarantee: Should you find an advertised 
price within 30 days before or after purchasing qualifying tires from NewRoads Subaru Newmarket, bring our competitor's ad to 
us and we will match the price. Conditions apply. Call NewRoads Subaru Newmarket for full details. 

Subaru Newmarket

Subaru Newmarket

Subaru Newmarket
17415 Yonge Street, Newmarket   nrsubaru.ca

2026 SUBARU 
FORESTER
QUALIFIED SUBARU OWNERS 
CAN LEASE FROM AS LOW AS

24-MONTH LEASE RATES FROM 0.99%

HYBRIDS
IN STOCK
NOW!

0.5%
$1,500 HOLIDAY BONUS

ON 2026 SUBARU FORESTERS @ NEWROADS SUBARU

FREE
STORAGETIRE

with every 
winter tire package 

purchased 
in November

NEWROADS 

SUBARU 
NEWMARKET

@

NRSN-AuroraFull-NOV-2.qxp_Layout 1  2026-11-03  12:32 PM  Page 1



THE AURORAN | THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2026  29

• STEM & AP Programs
• University Preparatory
• Catholic Tradition of

Academic Excellence
• Tuition Assistance

• Visit our Brand New 
  Theatre, Dining Hall and
  Specialty Classrooms

Please register at  
www.villanovacollege.org 

or call 905-833-1909

LOOKING FOR
GR. 9 2027?

JOIN US AT OUR
FINAL FALL

OPEN HOUSE
November 19 - 9:30 AM

2027 Enrolment 
Application Deadline

December 1, 2026
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VC by the  
Numbers

ENROLMENT 

Grades

4-12 
ACRE  
CAMPUS  

16:1 
Average Student  

Teacher Ratio

U N I V E R S I T Y 
P L A C E M E N T

460+  
UNIVERSITY ACCEPTANCE 
OFFERS FOR CLASS OF 2026

MILLION IN 
SCHOLARSHIPS


