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Artist Tracey-May Chambers had a 
lot to process when her son, Parker, died 
from overdose in 2023. There were the 
unimaginable feelings within that were 
so difficult to express, the quest to find an 
outlet to express her grief.

In the immediate days after Parker’s 
passing, however, an unlikely conversation 

emerged: just what he would be laid to 
rest wearing.

That detail was the furthest thing from 
her mind at the time, she says, “but then 
I realized how important that was to 
people.”

As far removed as that conversation 
was from the things that were important 
to her, she saw the impact of  having 
something tangible to tell a story, and the 
story of  Parker – and many others lost 

to the opioid crisis – are now being told 
through a new textile installation now on 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre entitled 
“They are loved – an epidemic of  grief.”

“They Are Loved” opened at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre on Thursday 
evening and was the focus of  an August 
13 reception where Gallery Manager 
Ashlyn Gregory described the enveloping 
piece as a “site of  commemoration and 

“You can’t be a part of the community 
and not see this” – artist, mom gives 
grief a voice at Cultural Centre
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Artist Tracey-May Chambers shares the story of her son, Parker, 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre with textiles overhead representing 
individuals lost to the opioid crisis. The fabric is woven together 
to tell a story that impacts everyone. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

A MOTHER’S 
STORY,  
A COMMUNITY 
STORY

Community leaders, including MPP Dawn Gallagher Murphy, Mayor Tom Mrakas, Councilors Harold Kim and Michael Thompson and more joined  
members of the Aurora Black Caucus, Aurora Black Community Association, and the Newmarket African Caribbean Canadian Association (NACCA) as 
they observed Emancipation Day at Aurora Town Hall on Friday meeting. For more on the event, which included a call to action, see pages 14 and 15.		
                  												             Auroran photo by Brock Weir

ADDRESSING HISTORY, CHARTING A COURSE FOR THE FUTURE
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When Beth Evans and her husband 
bought a unit in the Wells Street 
Schoolhouse Lofts more than 15 years 
ago, they initially secured it as an 
investment property – in more recent 
years, however, it’s provided a backdrop 
for creativity which has recently caught 
the attention of  the CBC.

Unit 303, a short film written and 
directed by Evans and produced by her 
company, Windrun Media, is one of  
nine Canadian short films tapped by the 
national broadcaster for the latest season 
of  its CBC Short Film Face-Off. 

The selected short films will be 
showcased on the CBC over three 
evenings beginning August 29.

Each film screened as part of  the series 
will be evaluated by a panel of  judges, 
with the ultimate winner receiving a cash 
prize of  $30,000.

In recent years, when a tenant moved 
out, Evans saw a prime opportunity to flex 
her creative muscles in a local location. 

She conceived the idea for Unit 303 and 
completed the script in little over half-an-
hour.

“It just came to me, I don’t know what 
else to say,” says Evans of  the film, which 
follows a man and a woman looking 
through the eponymous suite.

The circumstances of  what brought 
them there and why aren’t clear until the 
end of  the five-minute reel and Evans 
tasked herself  with shooting the piece in 
one day with just two actors in the condo 
suite overlooking the Town Park area.

“I just thought, with two people in 
there, what would they be doing? If  it’s 
empty, they are either coming or leaving,” 
says Evans of  the initial idea.

Unit 303 made its local debut at 
Aurora Town Square last year ahead 
of  a screening of  York Region director 
Sean Cisterna’s documentary, Silver 
Screamers, and the couple’s on-screen 
journey unfolded in front of  a packed 
house.

“I think the saddest thing that can 
happen in a relationship is when it just 
doesn’t work, when somebody’s done 

something that maybe could be forgiven, 
but just can’t be overlooked by the other 
person,” says Evans. “They are two good 
people who can’t make it work, and it’s 
about the heartbreak of  that. In my mind, 
there was no cheating, there was no clear 
finger-pointing in this relationship, but 
the deep sadness of  it is that despite their 
efforts, despite their love for one another 
still, it’s not going to work.

“It’s just one moment in the course 
of  an entire relationship, and it’s just 
encapsulated in a little five-minute scene.”

Unit 303 will be beamed across the 
country in the August 29 season premiere 
of  the CBC Short Film Face-Off, 
alongside two other shorts.

Evans says she’s not only eager to hear 
feedback from the series’ assembled film 
critics but to showcase Aurora to the 
wider country. Of  course, the $30,000 
top prize certainly doesn’t hurt!

If  she’s lucky enough to win, Evans 
will invest the money into producing and 
directing her first full-length feature film. 
She plans to shoot the feature Aurora – 
and, inspired by Silver Screamers – with 

local residents taking part wherever 
possible.

The planned feature will follow a 
woman “feeling erased by the demands 
of  marriage and motherhood who 
decides to rekindle a connection with a 
former high school teacher who she had 
a secret relationship with as a teen.”

“The decision forces her to confront 
what lies beneath her broken confidence 
and the quiet inertia that has shaped her 
life,” says Evans. “It deals with the themes 
of  loss of  identity within a marriage, 
motherhood, and other sensitive topics. 
It’s a psychological drama and also a 
dark comedy. The heartbeat of  the story 
is the fact that she has lost her connection 
with herself  as she has immersed herself  
in her role as a wife and a mother. This 
loss of  identity has led her to search for 
herself  down paths that she probably 
shouldn’t go.”

Still working on the script, Evans says 
she’s been workshopping the project in 
the career accelerator program Women 
in the Director’s Chair, where feedback 
has been invaluable.

Whether or not the CBC’s prize money 
comes her way, Evans is committed to 
seeing the feature through to completion.

“I am committed to finding a way 
to make the film regardless, see what 
support I can muster up within the 
community and what funds I can put 
together because this really is the next 
step for me as a filmmaker and director,” 
she says. “I’ve done four short films now 
and it’s time for me to level up to the 
longer format.

“I’ve been really inspired by [what 
Cisterna did with Silver Screamers] 
and I am really hoping with my future 
film to find similar ways to involve the 
community in the creation of  the film. I 
think it’s a way to expose people to the 
filmmaking process and inspire people to 
tell their own stories. It’s just another way 
to build community – and to build up 
that sense of  arts within the community.”

For more on the CBC’s Short Film Face-Off, 
visit shortfilmfaceoff.ca. 

Local filmmaker’s short film tapped for CBC competition

Aurora filmmaker Beth Evans’ short film, Unit 303, will be featured in CBC’s Short Film Face Off. 				           Contributed photo
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Nails on a chalkboard. The sound 
of  an animal in pain. The voice of  
someone with whom you don’t have 
a particularly warm relationship. All 
of  us have certain sounds in our lives 
that we would rather not hear again, 
whether the very tone of  them makes 
the hair on the back of  your neck stand 
on end, or triggers a swell of  emption 
you’d prefer not to feel.

Most of  us avoid them wherever we 
can. If  we can’t, and know that there’s 
a good chance of  catching that audible 
trigger somewhere on the wind, we 
brace ourselves as best we can.

Personally, I try to avoid them 
wherever I can. But, of  course, that’s 
not always possible.

In a previous job, one such audible 
trigger was the voice of  a co-worker 
who I dealt with mostly over the 
phone, only having in-person dealings 
occasionally.

She was a lovely woman, as far as 
I know, but there was just a certain 
something about her voice, an element 
I’ve never been able to put my finger on 
despite nearly two decades of  hindsight 
working in my favour, that set my teeth 
on edge.

More than that, no matter how 
pleasant our dealings may have 
appeared if  a court stenographer was 
nearby providing a running written 
transcript, it was a voice that simply 
left me feeling depleted after every 
conversation and I’d need to take 
at least 15 minutes out of  my day to 
decompress and move on with the rest 
of  the tasks at hand.

Some sounds that make me grit my 
teeth have thankfully largely come and 
gone, but a few remain as potent as 
ever.

I still can’t stand to be in the same 
room as someone filing their nails with 
an emery board, for example. The 
sound of  the grit racing against the 
grain on the nail is one that not only 
makes those aforementioned hairs 
stand up and take notice, but leave my 
eyes darting to locate the nearest exit, 
just in case.

The sound of  someone winding 
a jack-in-the-box? I don’t really care 
whether the monkey or the weasel 
comes out on top in their race around 
that mulberry bush. No, thank you.

How about June bugs?
In the early days of  my career before 

finding some semblance of  work-life 
balance, I would sometimes pull near-
all-nighters to get what needed to be 
done complete before the weekend. 
Sitting at my desk in the wee hours of  
the morning with only the mild buzz 
of  the fluorescent light in my home 

Continued on page 13

Humans are now outnumbered on 
the internet. According to researchers, 
bots account for more than half  of  all 
internet traffic. The consequences of  this 
development are starting to show. 

A bad bot, or a stealth bot as it is also 
called, is a crawler that intentionally 
conceals or falsifies its identity or 
purpose, circumvents access controls 
or rights reservations, or impersonates 
human traffic. A new bipartisan proposal 
in the United States – the Stealth Bot 
Prohibition Act – starts from a simple 
principle: automated crawlers should 
say who they are and why they are 
visiting websites. It is an idea WAN-
IFRA, the World Association of  News 
Publishers unreservedly endorses and 
that lawmakers around the world should 
embrace.

For news publishers, the consequences 
of  today’s bot invasion are increasingly 
serious.

Malevolent actors use bad bots to steal 
news content – also behind paywalls – to 
then put it on what media analysts have 
called a billion-dollar reseller market, 
one where AI developers buy from the 
owners of  the bots, not the journalists 
and publishers. They then use the stolen 
journalism to create substitutive products 
that directly compete with the publishers’ 
websites.

In the words of  A.G. Sulzberger, 
“This theft isn’t just happening because 
publishers are leaving their toys out on 
the lawn; it’s happening when they are 
locked up safely in the house.”

Uninvited bad bots can hit pages 
millions of  times in a single day, slowing 
down websites for human readers and 
potentially leading to extra bandwidth 
charges or even total outages. In August 
2025, one UK technology site was taken 
offline after being scraped 1.6 million 
times in a single day. The problem has 
only escalated since: The Wikimedia 
Foundation, which hosts Wikipedia, 
now blocks or throttles roughly a quarter 
of  all automated requests hitting its 
infrastructure, amounting to billions of  
requests a day from crawlers that ignore 
its access policies.

This new flood of  traffic is changing 
the makeup of  the internet itself, and 
in the process, creating a significant 
financial burden for newsrooms both 
large and small. Publishers have tried to 
stop these bots on their own by deploying 
sophisticated blockers, but it’s almost 
impossible to stop them when malicious 
bots are able to disguise themselves and 
act with impunity. Local news providers, 
already operating at razor-thin margins, 
can’t afford the higher technical costs.

The US Stealth Bot Prohibition 
Act is deliberately straightforward. It 
would require AI bad bots to disclose 
their identity and purpose, giving news 
publishers and other content providers 
the information they need to protect their 
work from actors that currently often 
disguise themselves as humans. 

The proposal has received broad 
support from news publishers. News 
Corp Chief  Executive Robert Thomson 
has described stealth bots as “the silent 
scavengers of  the internet”, while Condé 
Nast CEO Roger Lynch has warned that 
disguised bots scrape original journalism 
“with zero accountability.”

Transparency is also the essential 
first step towards a functioning licensing 
market. Publishers cannot negotiate with 
companies they cannot identify or protect 
content when they cannot see who is 

Canada can stop  
the Bad Bots Blitz

office keeping me company – along 
with the ratta-tat-tat of  those brown 
beetles beating up against the glass of  
my window, drawn to light.

While I have no quarrel with the June 
bugs themselves, I always found the 
slightly hollow sound of  that distinct 
ratta-tat-tat against the pane just a little 
bit unnerving – and, if  one happened 
to have the misfortune of  finding one 
unexpectedly underfoot, so much the 
worse.

But there’s truth in the adage of  not 
knowing what you have until it’s gone.

While I am sure this is not the case for 
everybody – depending, of  course, on 
where you happen to live, the amount 
of  light coming out through your 
windows at night, or the environmental 
conditions on your property – I realized 
the other day that this was the first 
summer in as long as I can remember 
where I didn’t once hear that ratta-tat-
tat against the window.

I might be alone in this, but its 
absence, as much as I bemoaned it 
when it was a near-constant in summers 
past, is almost as unsettling as the ratta-
tat-tat that was part and parcel of  their 
busy season.

It’s recent absence – or, perhaps, 
rather, my own antennae finally picking 
up on their absence – made me sit up 
and think about what else we might be 
missing, or losing, as the world around 
us changes.

I was lucky enough to grow up on 
a home that had a couple of  acres 
to explore. The soundtrack to my 
summer days, if  I was feeling especially 
outdoorsy, was a near endless playlist of  
birdsong, the buzzing of  bees, and the 
general hum of  other critters adding to 
the symphony. I write this not out of  
any misplaced nostalgia, but simply to 
say that whether I am walking through 
my current neighbourhood or revisiting 
some of  my old stomping grounds, 
what was once a rich natural orchestra 
has dwindled to minimalist Muzak.

Of  course, outside of  our insect 

cousins, whether they’re part of  
a creepy-crawly equivalent of  the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir or closer 
to the one-man-band offered by Dick 
Van Dyke at the start of  Mary Poppins, 
there are other benchmarks that we 
subconsciously use to mark the change 
of  seasons.

Not too long ago, there was a 
general window in time where it was 
safe to pack away your winter woollies 
and bring out some of  your lighter gear 
for the spring and summer. Now, doing 
that is simply a matter of  tempting fate.

Given the volatility of  the weather, 
it’s getting harder and harder to leave 
the house with a safe outfit choice that 
will get you through the whole day. In 
fact, I’ve now taken to keeping a couple 
of  changes of  clothes in the office, 
along with an “emergency” pair of  
boots, just in case any beachy weather 
in the morning gives way to wind and 
hail a few hours later.

Heck, even if  you’re in the comfort of  
your own home and have no intention 
of  going out for the day, you only 
have to look at the microburst that hit 
northwest Aurora a couple of  months 
ago, leaving a trail of  destruction 
behind it, as just one example on how 
so much can turn on a dime – and how 
off-guard we can all be caught.

Whether it is the volatility in our 
weather or the once-cacophonous 
medley of  our insect brethren winding 
down to a Billie Eilish-like whisper, it’s 
getting harder and harder to ignore – 
and deny – the rapid environmental 
changes happening in the world around 
us.

By the same token, it’s also getting 
harder and harder to allocate patience 
for those who choose bury their heads 
in the sand, and either pretend it’s not 
happening, refuse to look at the big 
picture, or, worse, resign themselves to 
the idea that there is nothing we can 
do here at home because other far-
flung populations and governments 
are doing far more to exacerbate the 
problem.

While I’d still be hard-pressed to be 
in the same room as someone filing 
their nails with reckless abandon, take 
a stress-free phone call from a past-co-
worker, or show any kind of  interest 
waiting for the top to fly off  a jack-
in-the-box, I have a new appreciation 
for that hollow ratta-tat-tat against the 
window.

Is it something I’d seek out? Probably 
not, but if  they came tapping again, I’d 
welcome them with open arms (not 
open windows) and hope some other 
signs of  natural healing aren’t too far 
behind.
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Continued on page 23

Time Travellers 
Diary

Originally written by Michael White
Summer Intern, Aurora Museum & Archives. 

(Updated by Aurora Museum & Archive  
staff for re-issue on August 18, 2026)

MP Costas Menegakis
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

COSTAS’ 
CORNER

With the municipal election just 
around the corner and Aurora 
residents returning to the polls, it is an 
appropriate time to look back at the 
history of  voting in Aurora.

Beginning in 1887, the Village 
of  Aurora convened a committee 
consisting of  the Reeve, Deputy-
Reeve, and one Council member 
to divide Aurora into three wards to 
institute a ward voting system for 
municipal elections. This action by 
the Village Council coincided with 
Aurora’s incorporation as a Town in 
1888.

The committee’s work, and 
subsequent by-law, established the 
North Ward (north of  Wellington, 
either side of  Yonge), the Centre 
Ward (south of  Wellington, north of  
Mosley and Tyler), and the South 
Ward (all south of  Mosley and Tyler).  
In dividing Aurora into three wards, 
the committee was looking to evenly 
allocate Aurora’s population among 
three easy to remember areas.

The ward system is the division of  
a municipality into specific areas (or 
wards) with residents voting only for 
Councillors running in their ward 
(similar to federal and provincial 
elections). In contrast, the Plurality-at-
large system allows for a general vote 
within a municipality with residents 
voting for any city council candidate 
running regardless of  where the 
candidate or voter lives within the 
municipality.

Citizens of  the newly formed Town 
of  Aurora, under this new system, 
would elect three Councillors (for a 
total of  nine) in addition to one school 
trustee to represent each ward. The 
Mayor, Reeve, and Deputy Reeve 
continued to be elected by general 
vote. The ward system was used by 
the Town of  Aurora for 11 years until 
municipal voting within the Town was 
drastically changed.

Fast forward to 1898, an amendment 
was added to the Municipal Code by 
the Provincial Government stating 
that municipalities with populations 
of  fewer than 5,000 people would no 
longer elect Reeves or Deputy Reeves. 
Instead, these municipalities would 
elect a Council consisting of  a Mayor 
and six Councillors only. In addition 
to these changes, this amendment 
also directed Municipalities with 
a population less than 5,000 to no 
longer use the ward system but rather 
use a general vote to elect Council 
members. 

Since 1898, Aurora has continued 
to refine its system of  municipal 
governance. In 1907, the office of  
Reeve was reintroduced, followed by 
the office of  Deputy Reeve in 1926, 
at the expense of  one city Councillor. 
Council grew to six Councillors in 
1944, and then to eight in 1970 to 
reflect the growing population; 1970 
also saw the end of  the offices of  Reeve 
and Deputy Reeve. 

Update since the time of  
original 2018 publication: 

Council composition remained at 
eight Councillors plus one Mayor 
until the 2018 municipal election at 
which point Council was reduced to 
six Councillors. 

On July 14, 2020, Aurora Council 
passed a by-law to establish Ward 
boundaries, and several options were 
considered. Ultimately, a six-ward 
structure was selected, which came 
into effect for the 2022 Municipal 
Election.

After 124 years, Aurora’s at-large 
municipal election system came to an 
end, and the ward system remains in 
place for the 2026 Municipal Election.

Knowingly causing harm or death 
to innocent people — not to mention 
other life forms and natural systems — 
is a crime. But that’s what the fossil fuel 
industry and its supporters have been 
doing for decades. In a just world, they’d 
face consequences. Instead, they’re being 
richly rewarded.

As far back as the 1970s, scientists 
working for oil giants including Exxon 
and Shell accurately warned that burning 
oil, gas and coal would cause global 
temperatures to rise, with “potentially 
catastrophic” effects. Other studies show 
the oil companies knew about the risks as 
early as the 1950s.

Instead of  heeding the warnings, 
executives launched a massive campaign 
to cast doubt on and even outright deny 
the evidence. That campaign is ongoing.

Why would people knowingly put 
human health and survival at such great 
risk? Sadly, it comes down to money — a 
lot of  money. Wars help drive those profits 
up, and many of  the world’s wealthiest 
people care more about money and 
short-term profit than future generations. 
As writer George Monbiot notes, “Almost 
all the very rich are heavily invested in 
[fossil fuels].”

In just the first three months of  the 

United States war against Iran, the eight 
largest oil companies raked in profits of  
more than $90 billion — double from 
the same period last year. Analysis by 
the Guardian found Aramco, BP, Shell, 
Equinor, TotalEnergies, Eni, Chevron 
and ExxonMobil “made more than 
$700,000 of  profit every minute over the 
spring quarter.” Every minute!

Another study “found the emissions 
from any one of  the 14 biggest companies 
were each enough to cause more than 
50 heatwaves that would otherwise have 
been virtually impossible,” the Guardian 
reports.

Meanwhile, ordinary people struggle to 
pay for food, housing and transportation 
as gas prices spike.

This has many people calling for a 
“windfall profits tax.” That’s a start but 
it doesn’t go far enough, especially as the 
consequences of  rapid global heating 
continue to mount: unprecedented 
wildfires and smoke-clogged cities, deadly 
heat domes, extreme drought, massive 
flooding, refugee crises, plant and animal 
extinctions, increasing spread of  insects 
and diseases, sea level rise and more.

Those who have fuelled or supported 
this global crisis must be held legally 
accountable — and lawsuits have been 

launched in many jurisdictions, with 
varying degrees of  success.

A woman in Washington state is suing 
the biggest oil companies for wrongful 
death after her mother died on the hottest 
day the state’s history, during a 2021 
heat dome that killed 1,200 people in the 
region and that scientists say would have 
been virtually impossible without fossil 
fuelled climate change.

The David Suzuki Foundation has 
supported a lawsuit by 15 young people 
who claim the Government of  Canada is 
contributing to dangerous climate change. 
It’s expected to go to trial in October.

As I’ve often said, though, it shouldn’t 
be up to young people. As parents, 
grandparents, uncles, aunts and simply 
adults who care about others, we 
should be doing all we can to prevent 
the climate crisis from worsening. That 
means pushing back against the fossil fuel 
industry — from advocating for windfall 
profits taxes to ending subsidies to halting 
further industry expansion.

Some organizations have even called 
for “Nuremberg trials for Big Oil.” But as 
Public Citizen’s Climate Accountability 
Project director Aaron Regunberg writes 
in the Guardian, “there are already 

  OPINION

BY DAVID SUZUKI

Climate change is evidence of  
intergenerational crime

Stranger Tongs

For generations, Canadians have 
believed that hard work and responsible 
choices should lead to a better life. Families 
could count on the promise that by working 
hard and managing their finances wisely, 
they would be able to afford a home, 
support their children, and build a secure 
future.

Today, that promise feels increasingly 
out of  reach. After more than a decade 
of  Liberal economic mismanagement, 
Canadians are paying the price. This past 
year Canada recorded the weakest GDP 
growth in the first term of  any recent Prime 
Minister, with the economy contracting by 
0.5 percent. The bottom 80 percent of  
Canadians are falling behind as household 
costs continue to outpace incomes. A 
recent Ipsos poll found that 70 percent 
of  Canadians say high taxes are eroding 
their standard of  living. At the same time, 
investment is leaving Canada, more than 
61,000 manufacturing jobs have been lost 
since January 2025, and businesses are 
increasingly looking south to the United 
States.

Liberals argue that today’s economic 
challenges are the result of  global events 
beyond Canada’s control. While inflation, 
supply chain disruptions, and international 
uncertainty have affected countries around 
the world, government policy determines 
how well a country responds. After years 
of  decisions that increased taxes, expanded 
red tape, delayed major projects, and 
discouraged investment, Canada has been 
left less competitive and less resilient. Global 
challenges may be unavoidable, but poor 
policy choices have made them harder for 
Canadian families and businesses.

I have sat in the House of  Commons 
and heard Liberal ministers celebrate 
announcements while dismissing 
Canadians’ concerns. But Canadians 
do not experience the economy through 
speeches in Parliament. They experience it 
at the grocery store, at the gas pump, and 
around their kitchen tables. After all the 
announcements, spending, and promises, 

they are left asking one simple question: do 
you feel better off ?

Every week, I hear from residents in 
Aurora and Richmond Hill who are doing 
everything right but are still falling behind. 
Young families have given up on home 
ownership. Seniors struggle to stretch fixed 
incomes through another month of  rising 
grocery bills. Working parents wonder 
how they can continue providing for their 
children as the cost of  virtually everything 
continues to climb.

The affordability crisis is not simply an 
abstract debate. It is the defining challenge 
facing Canadians today. Few statistics 
illustrate this reality more starkly than the 
unprecedented demand for food banks. 
Food Banks Canada recently reported 
nearly 2.2 million visits in a single month—
the highest number ever recorded. Even 
more troubling, many of  those seeking 
assistance are employed. Food banks were 
created for temporary emergencies, not as 
a permanent support system for working 
families.

Another troubling reminder came in 
UNICEF’s latest report card on child well-
being among wealthy countries. Canada 
ranked well below expectations on measures 
including life satisfaction and child poverty. 
In one of  the world’s most prosperous 
nations, too many children continue to 
grow up in households struggling to meet 

their basic needs.
Behind these statistics are real people. 

Parents are skipping meals so their children 
can eat, seniors are choosing between 
groceries and medication, and young 
Canadians are delaying marriage, children, 
or home ownership because financial 
stability seems further away each year.

Canadians understand that government 
decisions matter. Public policy can either 
ease financial pressures or make them 
worse. When spending fuels inflation, 
taxes increase, and excessive regulation 
discourages investment and housing 
construction, families ultimately bear the 
cost.

Canada needs a renewed focus on 
creating the conditions for prosperity. That 
means encouraging investment, rewarding 
work, lowering unnecessary taxes where 
possible, removing barriers to housing 
construction, and restoring confidence 
that the next generation will enjoy a better 
standard of  living than the last.

Economic growth is not an abstract 
concept. It allows businesses to hire, workers 
to earn higher wages, governments to fund 
essential public services, and families to 
build financial security.

Affordability is about more than 
economics; it is about dignity. That is 
why restoring it must be our top priority. 
Canadians deserve policies that make life 
more affordable, encourage economic 
growth, and restore hope that the promise 
of  this country remains within reach for 
everyone willing to work for it. The record 
demand at food banks and the troubling 
findings on child poverty are more than 
statistics. They are a call to action. Our 
country is strongest when Canadians have 
the opportunity not simply to survive, but 
to thrive once again.

I will keep fighting for these fundamental 
principles by continuing to hold the Carney 
liberals to account and by proposing 
common sense policies that can provide 
much needed relief  to our community and 
to all Canadians.

A Brief History 
of the Voting 

Structure in Aurora

There are few kitchen tools more 
useful than a good set of tongs. 
While simple scissor-style or rear-
sprung designs are most common 
today, this convoluted little number 
(994.4.8) was a popular enough 
style in the middle of the 20th cen-
tury to have at least three different 
manufacturers. Our example here 
is completely unbranded, and pos-
sibly a Canadian-made copy of the 
tongs made by the popular (and 
fantastically-named) brands “Gad-
get Master” and “Handy Things.” 
Just squeeze to select your spinach, 
turn your tuna, or pick your pepper!
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Check your voter information 
for accuracy before
October 26 Election

The 2026 Municipal Election is fast approaching and it’s time to 
double check to make sure your voter information is accurate before 
Aurorans go to the polls on Monday, October 26.
This year’s Voters List went public August 12 at aurora.ca/Vote2026 

and between now and October 1, residents are asked to take a look 
and see whether any changes need to be made.
“The Town of Aurora is encouraging eligible voters to take an 

important first step towards participating in the 2026 Municipal 
and School Board Election by ensuring their voter information is 
accurate and up-to-date,” says the Town of Aurora. “Taking a few 
minutes to review voter information now can help make sure you 
receive important election-related information without delay. This 
includes checking your school support, birthdate, updating your 
mailing address, adding eligible household members, or removing 
individuals who have passed away.
“Voting is your chance to have a say in the future of Aurora. Every 

ballot helps shape the decisions and priorities that will guide our 
community in the years ahead.”
To be eligible to vote in the upcoming election, you must be a 

Canadian citizen, at least 18 years of age, must live in Aurora – or you 
or your spouse must own or rent property in Aurora – and you must 
not be prohibited from voting by law.
The deadline to register as a Mayora, Council, or Education Trustee 

candidate is this Friday, August 21, and here’s where the ballot stood 
at the start of the week:

MAYOR
Shawn Deane
John Gallo

Tom Mrakas (incumbent)

WARD 1 COUNCILLOR
Lauren Hanna
Rocco Morsillo

WARD 2 COUNCILLOR
Angela Daust

Marco Di Girolamo
Phiona Durrant
Brynn Lansdown

WARD 3 COUNCILLOR
Nikki Alber

Alexandra Bonham
Robert James Fraser
Reza Vaez Ghamsary

WARD 4 COUNCILLOR
Shaheen Moledina

Michael Thompson (incumbent)

WARD 5 COUNCILLOR
Charity Dela Cruz-Toupin

Jessie Fraser
Milton Hart

Harbinder (Binda) Thandi
George Tremtsidis

WARD 6 COUNCILLOR
Jibraan Khan

Harold Kim (incumbent)

TRUSTEE – YCDSB
Brendan James Cescolini

TRUSTEE – YRDSB
Emma Sears
Bruce Yu

Saturday Night Fever goes country  
for September street party

Local music lovers might be counting down the 
days until Dwayne Gretzky and Big Wreck headline 
next week’s Aurora’s Ribfest, but there is plenty more 
music where that came from in September as the 
community shifts gears to Saturday Night Fever.

The annual September street party, which sees 
Yonge Street closed between Wellington and Mosley 
Streets for an afternoon of  music and family-friendly 
fun extending well into the evening, will take place 
this year on Saturday, September 12, from 4 – 11 
p.m., and will be a celebration of  all things country.

“Residents and visitors are invited to enjoy an 
evening of  live entertainment, dancing, shopping, 
food and community fun in the heart of  Aurora,” 
says the Town of  Aurora. “This year’s country-
themed event will have guests singing along, kicking 
up their heels, and embracing the spirit of  Nashville 
right here in downtown Aurora.

“Explore local shops and vendors while enjoying 
delicious menu offerings from downtown restaurants 
and food vendors throughout the evening. Whether 
you’re a dedicated country music fan or simply 
looking for a great night out with family and friends, 
there’s something for everyone at Saturday Night 
Fever.”

Music kicks off  at 4 p.m. with Whiskey Glasses: 
A Tribute to Morgan Wallen, followed at 5.30 p.m. 
with line dancing in front of  the stage led by New 
Age Country.

Lighting up the stage again at 6.30 p.m., will be 
The Ultimate Garth Brooks Experience, followed by 
another round of  line dancing before the Country 
Thunder Show: A Tribute to Keith Urban and 
Shania Twain leads the evening entertainment at 9 
p.m.

Shelley Ware, Special Events Supervisor for the 
Town of  Aurora, says this year’s country theme 
was inspired, in part, by the tremendous response 
they received last year, where Saturday Night Fever 

was a celebration of  all musical things Canadian, 
particularly when “Shania Twin” took the stage in 
tribute to the iconic homegrown artist.

“We were fortunate enough to have the tribute to 
Shania Twain last year when we celebrated Canadian 
artists and it just felt it was the right moment when we 
were thinking about 2026 to have the Tribute to Keith 
Urban back as well, and brand new to this area is the 
tribute to Morgan Wallen. When you look at the four 
different artists, I feel like they are four different slices 
of  the country sound.

“We’re so happy to have New Age Country as they 
are going to be doing two 45-minute sessions of  line 
dancing while the stage is being turned over between 
the three bands. All we need now is for Mother 
Nature to cooperate!”

In addition to the stage entertainment and 
dancing, there will be plenty of  activities to keep 
people engaged and having fun throughout the 
evening. Among the added attractions this year will 
be lasso twirling, axe throwing, and the debut of  
Slabtown Armoury’s new food truck, which will not 
only be grilling up some tasty treats but offering an 
array of  their signature ciders as well.

Local businesses in Aurora’s historic downtown 
core will also be getting into the act.

Royal Rose Gallery, for instance, will host a hands-
on art activation outside their storefront which will 
help keep creative juices flowing. Chalk artist Kim 
Egan will also be on hand leading residents in the 
chance to decorate picnic tables which will later be 
distributed in parks throughout Aurora. 

“With this casual atmosphere, it can really be a 
hugely memorable evening,” says Ware of  Saturday 
Night Fever. “Our downtown is beautiful and even 
if  some of  the stores aren’t open, I really hope that 
people realize how accessible it is and how close it is. 
There’s a buzz of  activity going on down there, so it’s 
time to dust off  our boots and grab our hats!”

For more on this year’s Saturday Night Fever event, visit 
aurora.ca/SNF.

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Shania Twain tribute artist “Shania Twin” will return to Saturday Night Fever next month in a tribute to Twain and Keith Urban. 
Auroran file photo by Glenn Rodger
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HOCKLEYBEER.CA

MADE IN

S U P P O R T  L O C A L

CANADA
MADE IN

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

MADE IN

S U P P O R T  L O C A L

CANADA
MADE IN&FINANCE

BUSINESS

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Partners in

Value beyond numbers

Brian Roberts 
CPA, CGA, LPA

Your Business

For more information and to find out if you qualify scan the QR
code or go to:

www.aurorachamber.on.ca/grants

2 RiseUp Grants- $2500/each
2 ScaleUp Grants - $2500/each
1 Media Grant- Value of $5000

  KEY DATES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Applications Intake: Open until August 28, 2026
Application Review: September 1 - 11, 2026
Finalist Interviews: September 21-25, 2026
Notification to recipients: October 1, 2026
Presentation: Business Excellence Celebration,
October 22, 2026

BUSINESS
GRANTS

For more information and to find out if you qualify scan the QR
code or go to:

www.aurorachamber.on.ca/grants

2 RiseUp Grants- $2500/each
2 ScaleUp Grants - $2500/each
1 Media Grant- Value of $5000

  KEY DATES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Applications Intake: Open until August 28, 2026
Application Review: September 1 - 11, 2026
Finalist Interviews: September 21-25, 2026
Notification to recipients: October 1, 2026
Presentation: Business Excellence Celebration,
October 22, 2026

BUSINESSBUSINESS
GRANTSGRANTSGRANTS

aurora online inc.
20521 centre street mount albert, on l0G 1m0 
t (905) 222-2022 (905) 222-2022 F (866) 812-7442 (866) 812-7442 
auroraonline.com | rob@auroraonline.com

Our services include:
 Flexible Tech Support: Get help when you need it, with   
     both on-site and remote support for Windows and Mac.

Complete Web Services: From reliable web hosting 
to custom website creation, we build your on-line home.

Total Security: Protect your data with our robust  
backup, anti-virus, and anti-spam solutions.

Lower Your Costs: Switch to our VoIP services and  
significantly reduce your monthly phone bill.

Struggling with TECH ISSUES or need a Professional WEB SITE

     schuetzeRob
We offer special rates for not-for-profit organizations 

Contact us today for a free consultation  
and see how we can simplify your technology.

  

Province announces $16.6 million in funding  
to support Southlake

Nearly $17 million in Provincial 
dollars are coming to Southlake 
Health’s Newmarket campus to improve 
accessibility and infrastructure.

The funding was announced at 
Southlake’s Cancer Centre on Friday 
morning by Newmarket-Aurora MPP 
Dawn Gallagher Murphy, who said 
$3.7 million through Ontario’s Health 
Infrastructure Renewal Fund (HIRF) 
will support significant infrastructure 
upgrades, while the balance of  $12.9 
million would support ongoing hospital 
operations.

“Across Ontario, our government 
is investing more than $281 million 
in critical upgrades and repairs at 
hospitals and community health care 
facilities, which includes $266 million 
through the HIRF investment,” 
said MPP Gallagher Murphy. “Our 
support for Southlake also extends to 
services that patients rely on every day. 
Our infrastructure is critical because 
without infrastructure we don’t have a 
building where people can come to for 
care. Last year, we did see more than 
$14.8 million in support of  emergency 
care, expanding CT operating hours, 

operational funding to reduce wait 
times, as well as surgical recovery times. 
These investments, they all matter 
because our community is growing 
and our local health care system has to 
grow with it.

“It takes a village and Southlake has 
the cream of  the crop when it comes to 

the professionals who help care for our 
community members. Every investment 
we make ultimately supports the people 
who walk through the doors, who are 
seeking urgent care, who are seeking 
comfort, who are seeking hope. That…
is what it’s all about: making sure that 
when someone in our community needs 
care, they can receive it close to home 
in a safe and modern environment.”

Dr. Paul Woods, President & CEO of  
Southlake Health, said the $12.9 million 
increase in operational funding comes 
at “an important time for Southlake” 
and the communities of  northern York 
Region and southern Simcoe County 
they serve. 

“As our communities continue to 
grow, so too does the demand for 
leading-edge care,” said Woods. “A 
new patient arrives at Southlake 
approximately every four-and-a-half  
minutes and when they do, we need to 
be ready. Today’s investments will help 
ensure that we continue to deliver the 
safe, timely and compassionate care 
every patient deserves.

“Operating funding is what allows 
hospitals to provide care every day. 
It supports the people, programs and 
services that patients rely on, from 
emergency and inpatient care to 
surgery, diagnostics and specialized 
regional programs. It also gives us 
greater flexibility to respond to the 
growing needs of  some of  the fastest-
growing and aging communities in 
Ontario, while continuing to invest 
in quality, innovation and the patient 
experience. It is especially timely as we 
look towards the future and our vision 
to build a distributed health network 
that delivers leading-edge care even 
closer to home. We recognize that every 
public dollar comes with a responsibility 
to use it wisely and Southlake remains 
committed to responsible financial 
stewardship, continuously improving 

how we deliver care and ensuring 
investments are directed where they 
have the greatest impact that benefits 
patients, visitors, staff  and medical 
staff.”

Speaking to the impact of  the 
HIRF funding, Nathan Robinson, 
Southlake Health’s Director of  Capital 
Development, said the $3.7 million will 
help renew critical behind-the-scenes 
and front-of-mind resources that 
support patients, staff, and physicians 
there every day.

“The funding will support priority 
infrastructure projects that includes 
dealing with our emergency power 
systems as well as our heating, cooling 
and air conditioning systems. These 
projects are important to create a safe 
and reliable environment for patients, 
families and care teams,” he said. 
“This ensures critical systems remain 
energized during a power outage, air 
management systems are reliable and 
that our infrastructure is in alignment 
with infection control standards.

“This funding also has a secondary 
benefit that sometimes isn’t considered. 
When critical infrastructure projects 
like these are funded through the 
HIRF program, the hospital is able to 
move forward with other high priority 
projects to improve or enhance the 
patient experience. This year, the 
capital that Southlake would have 
been allocating to deal with those 
infrastructure projects is going to be 
reallocated to renew the lobby of  our 
East Building. That project is going 
to improve accessibility and safety for 
all patients and visitors that visit the 
hospital.

“The reality of  operating a busy 
hospital is that the infrastructure 
requires constant attention and that 
attention is critical to ensuring clinical 
teams and patients can focus on what 
matters: high quality care.”

Newmarket-Aurora MPP Dawn Gallagher Murphy was joined by Southlake Health President & CEO Paul Woods, Chief of Staff Charmaine Van Schaik, and 
other members of the Southlake team for Friday morning’s funding announcement. 					            Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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When it comes to tackling any project, having the right tools can make a huge difference. 

With more than 14,000 types of equipment available for rent, Sunbelt Rentals is here to 
help you Make It Happen. Easily reserve what you need online or by phone. 

Long weekend special, pick up on Friday and return Tuesday for a one and a half day 

rental charge. Some conditions may apply. Don’t know exactly what you need? Let our 

team help. 

800-667-9328 or sunbeltrentals.com

WE BRING MORE “YES” TO YOUR PROJECT

Community Corn Roast supports Aurora Food Pantry
It was a busy Saturday at Town Park on August 15 as the Optimist Club of Aurora (TOP ROW) joined forces with the Aurora Farmers’ Market to grill up some locally-grown bounty at the Market’s annual  
Community Corn Roast. On hand enjoying the day were (SECOND ROW) Tauryn, Nicoli, and Taeja; Maddie and Brad; (THIRD ROW) Rocco, Paul, Javed, Shane, and Bob of the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame; and 
Lori, Kelly and Ken of the Aurora branch of the Royal Canadian Legion. 											                       Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

HOLLY
FEST

HOLLY
FEST

We’re decking the halls once again and inviting unique, passionate
vendors to join us in making HollyFest even more magical in its

second year. After an incredible inaugural event,
we’re excited to welcome new businesses and continue growing

Orangeville Citizen’s signature holiday shopping experience.

If you’re ready to showcase your products, connect with an engaged
community, join a festive tradition in the making,

we’d love to have you at HollyFest and share in the magic!

Saturday, November 21, 2026 - 9am to 4pm; and 
Sunday, November 22, 2026 - 10am to 3pm

Indoors at the Orangeville Fairgrounds, 
247090 Side Rd 5, Mono

To apply to be a vendor at the show, scan the
QR code, visit our website or email

shows@lpcmedia.ca for a vendor application form.

orangevillehollyfest.ca

WE’RE GROWING! Due to overwhelming demand, 
we’ve expanded into a second hall. Limited booth 

spaces are now available—reserve yours today.

a catalyst” for important community 
dialogue.

“This installation represents [lives lost 
to opioids] materially by using textile 
donated by families surviving the loss of  
a loved one,” said Gregory. “[Chambers] 
described her art as a way for her to 
speak. It occurred to me that not only has 
she created a way for herself  to speak, but 
she’s made a space for countless others to 
be heard as well. What an incredible thing 
to do – to create something that extends 
the platform and amplifies the voice of  
others, that makes them feel seen. That’s 
real advocacy and it makes a difference.”

The exhibition forms a web of  
interwoven pieces of  fabric, each varying 
by colour, texture, and material, each 
one representing a life lost, and each life 
represented in a catalogue that walks the 
viewers through an emotional journey of  
who and what each swatch represents.

Holding up a small piece of  greenish-
blue fabric, Chambers explained to those 
at the reception that it was a piece of  the 
hospital gown Parker had died in.

“I keep it with me because I wanted to 
remind myself  all the time not just how 
important he was, but how important all 
of  us are,” she said. “All of  the people 
who are contained in this body of  work, 
all of  you here, everyone out there, too. 
There’s no hierarchy, there’s just people, 
and I think sometimes we forget that.”

Speaking to The Auroran, Chambers, 
a Metis textile artist, says much of  the 
work she creates has a basis in a drive for 
social justice. Working with textiles comes 

from “not knowing how else to talk about 
these things,” she says.

“I’m not particularly well-educated or 
well-spoken, but I can speak in this kind 
of  form,” she says. “Building something 
out of  textiles just seemed like a natural 
way to do it, considering there was a big 
conversation when my son died about 
what he was going to wear. It wasn’t 
important to me at the time. The hospital 
sent his hospital gown home as a comfort 

You can’t be part of a community and not see impact  
of mental health: artist and advocate

to his dog and I had to keep looking at 
that hospital gown. It was messing me up, 
so my husband put it away and I said I’d 
figure out what to do with it later. This 
is what I figured out what to do with it, 
because I wanted other families to have a 
voice as well – but in a physical, tangible 
sense.”

As so many stories weave into the 
installation, there are additional common 
threads that bind the individual stories, 
and one of  those pieces is the need for 
access to care.

“Parker had been on a waiting list for 11 
months to get into a space and we found 
out two weeks after he died that there 
was a space for him,” she says. “That’s 
not helpful in a first-world country to not 
have access to mental health supports 
for someone who wants them. The 
caveat is you can’t make someone go 
into recovery. Parker was ready to go into 
recovery and get some help, but that is 
one of  the common threads I hear – the 
stigma around mental health aspects of  
addition.”

Another common thread the artist 
found from people who submitted textiles 
representing a loved one lost to the 
crisis was a feeling of  being unseen and 
unheard by the powers-that-be. 

“Being seen is part of  it, and also 
being connected to someone else, so 
I think it’s a community created from 
someone with known experience, with 
lived experience.”

The catalogue accompanying 
the textiles themselves has become 

something of  a living document as well, 
she notes, as grief  changes over time. 
People who have submitted their stories 
have modified what they wanted to say 
about their loved one as their grief  has 
evolved, and that is something she has 
welcomed.

She also welcomes dialogue from 
the community as a whole, she says, 
as everyone has been impacted by the 
opioid crisis in one way or another.

On August 31, from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., the Aurora Cultural Centre and 
CAYR Community Connections will 
host a special event in association with 
this installation to mark International 
Overdose Awareness Day, which will 
feature keynote speakers, including 
Chambers, and information about harm 
reduction.

“How can you live in a society and not 
be affected by the things going on around 
you? What I want them to take away from 
this is that each story is individual and 
each of  these people was deeply loved, 
whether they were housed or unhoused, 
none of  that matters – they’re human 
beings and there is a way through this, 
right? It’s through community and the 
most important thing is community.

“You can’t be a part of  community 
and not see this. It’s affecting someone. 
It affects every single person. You can’t 
walk down the street, any street, and not 
be affected by the sun, the rain, the bump 
in the sidewalk that trips you. It doesn’t 
matter what it is, you’re affected by the 
things around you, including this.”

Artist Tracey-Mae Chambers, joined by Ashlyn Gregory of the Aurora Cultural Centre, displays a fabric swatch from the hospital gown her son, Parker, died 
in. Portions of the gown have been incorporated into Chambers’ new textile installation at the Centre. 			           Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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TWO DISTINCT ONTARIO COMMUNITIES

ALL-BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY
DETACHED DESIGNS IN HASTINGS

FROM

$549,990*

Muskoka Forest o�ers all-brick detached homes in Huntsville, 
blending nature, refined home design, and the comfort of a growing 
community close to trails, parkland, and everyday amenities.

Hastings Estates o�ers all-brick detached bungalows and 
two-storey homes on generous lots in a scenic Trent Waterway 
setting. Enjoy practical layouts, strong value, and a connected 
small-town lifestyle designed for everyday living.

NOW SELLING

mymuskokaforest.ca

ALL-BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY
DETACHED DESIGNS IN HUNTSVILLE

FROM

$649,990*

NOW SELLING

Prices shown include the Ontario HST rebate. Actual rebate and final purchase price may vary based on eligibility and CRA assessment. Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E.&O.E.

EXPLORE BOTH COMMUNITIES VISIT BATAVIAHOMES.CA

or CALL 905-597-0466
myhastingsestates.ca

or CALL 705-922-2040

BUILDING STRONGER FOUNDATIONS

E S  T  A  T  E  S

MUSKOKA
FOREST

Detached All Brick Homes From

$549,990*
Discover Batavia Homes in Hastings 
Estates and Muskoka Forest — two 
communities built on the same 
promise: honestly priced detached 
homes you can grow into.

TRENT WATERWAY • HASTINGS HUNTSVILLE • MUSKOKA

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

An authentic “East Coast Shindig” will 
descend on Aurora next month to support 
local mental health programs, particularly 
increasing resources for youth.

Harbour of  Hope is the fourth-annual 
community fundraiser hosted by the 
Salvation Army’s Northridge Community 
Church benefiting their in-house mental 
health supports.

It will take place at Northridge, 
located at 15338 Leslie Street, just north 
of  Wellington Street, on Thursday, 
September 17, from 7 – 10 p.m., and 
feature live music from The Flailing 
Shilaleighs band, great food inspired by 
the Maritimes, silent and live auctions, 
and an array of  alcohol-free potables courtesy of  the Aurora-based On The 

Wagon Mocktails.
“Last year was our Newfoundland 

Kitchen Party, so I decided I better cover 
off  the other Maritime provinces,” says 
Angela Covert, Community Services 
Manager at Salvation Army Northridge, 
with a laugh, noting that last year’s event 
raised $25,000 for the cause.

Money raised at this year’s Harbour 
of  Hope event will help Salvation Army 
Northridge bring on further supports 
dedicated to youth mental health, 
complementing programs already offered 
by Vicki Nishihama, their full-time 
psychotherapist. 

“Our costs are really for our mental 
health services to provide free counselling,” 
says Covert. “We really want to focus on 
youth mental health and anything we can 
bring into our coffers to help [offset the 
cost] and hire someone – our real goal is to 
hire someone to come in here as a youth-
specific worker.”

It’s all hands-on deck in the lead-up to 
September 17 to make sure the event is all 
it can be.

Community sponsorship has gone 
a long way so far, and Salvation Army 

Northridge Pastor Fred Reid, who has 
deep community roots in Newfoundland 
and Labrador, has been working behind 
the scenes to source freshly caught – and 
freshly frozen – Newfoundland cod to 
bring authenticity to the fare being offered.

Some of  this cod will be used for freshly-
fried fish cakes which Covert says will 
demonstrate another success story that has 
come out of  Northridge: a participant of  
Northridge’s Empowered Moms support 
program will be lending her culinary 
talents to the cause.

“She is an amazing cook and has done 
a few of  our meals for our events,” says 
Covert. “She’s going to do the fish cakes, 
the potato salad, and some of  the themed 
food for us. It’s supporting her, and she’s 
very excited about it.”

The Empowered Moms program is an 
initiative particularly close to Covert’s heart 
as she received support from the Salvation 
Army as a single mother herself.

“I had been a single mom for 14 years, 
capable and fortunate to have real support, 
family and friend support, church support, 
but so many of  these young women 
don’t have that at all,” she says, adding 
the initiative provides real support and 

care for women struggling to make ends 
meet. “Empowered Moms is for single 
mothers and children and we offer dinner 
and programming for the kids. There 
are workshops for the moms on topics 
of  interest to moms in general, but for 
single mothers around budgeting, dating, 
parenting, self-care, confidence, etc. It’s 
been really neat to have that group now in 
its second year.”

Tickets for Harbour of  Hope are $50 
per person and every ticket sale can have 
a ripple effect throughout the Aurora and 
Newmarket communities.

“I went out with a friend for breakfast 
last weekend and my simple avocado toast 
and coffee came to, with taxes and tip, $30. 
I had a great time with my friend, value 
was there, but for $50 you can come and 
have food, dance, enjoy music, fun, and 
the whole nine yards, and it’s making some 
impact.”

For more on this year’s Harbour of  
Hope East Coast Shindig, including 
tickets, call 905-895-6276, Monday to 
Friday between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

“Together, we can create hope, build 
connection, and make a difference,” 
says Covert.

East Coast Shindig will support mental health  
programs for youth, residents at large
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Angela Covert, Community Services Manager at the Salvation Army’s Northridge Community Church, is a leading force behind their upcoming “Harbour 
of Hope” East Coast Shindig, which will benefit their youth-focused mental health programs. 				          Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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More Than 
a Retirement
Residence

55+
Resort-Style

Living

A vibrant Christian
seniors lifestyle in
the heart of Aurora.

www.tmoa.ca

BOOK YOUR TOUR TODAY

sales@tmoa.ca(905) 503-5560

440 William Graham Drive, Aurora, ON L4G 1X5

Enjoy meaningful connections, premium amenities,
and 14 acres of protected natural beauty. Choose
from Independent Living, Assisted Living, or
Memory Care, all within a community designed to
support every stage of life.

  We treat       your pets 
like family!   

Looking  Looking  
for a for a 
new new 
vet? vet? 

                Call us today at         905-503-PETS (7387)
                       15340 Bayview Avenue, Aurora

We treat your pets like family!

York Region artists put fresh spin on collage  
art in REMIX

Collage is a time-tested art form, 
but seven York Region artists have 
come together to put a fresh spin on 
the medium in Remix, a new gallery 
exhibition launched by the Aurora 
Cultural Centre last week.

Remix, which features the work 
of  Elif  Giray, Kate Greenway, 
Catherine Marshall, Sheresha 
McIntyre, Alysha Rocca, Julia 
Spittel, and Edward Tsui, is on now 
through November 15 in the Aurora 
Cultural Centre’s Great Hall Gallery.

“Using collage as a metaphor 
for the construction and continual 
evolution of  identity, Remix considers 
how collage-making mirrors the ways 
in which lived experiences, cultural 
influences, and memories shape 
our self-perception,” says Ashlyn 
Gregory, Gallery Manager for the 
Aurora Cultural Centre. “The artists 
in this exhibition embrace collage 
not only as a technique, but as a 
perspective. By bringing together 
seemingly unrelated fragments, 
they articulate an understanding 
of  identity as intersectional and, at 
times, contradictory.  

“Drawing on the rich history of  
collage, the artists in this exhibition 
create works that are simultaneously 
referential yet completely unique. 
Their influences – ranging from 
abstract expressionism and surrealist 
automatism to pop art and protest 
art – are a testament to the versatility 
of  collage and artists’ long-standing 
fascination with the medium.”

Speaking at last week’s Opening 
Reception for Remix, Gregory said 
she was pleased to help bring these 
visions together and the exhibition 

to life.
“The greatest and most rewarding 

part of  my job is collaborating with 
artists and finding meaningful ways to 
bring their work to the community,” 
she said. “It’s been a pleasure to work 
with all of  you.”

About the Artists:

Elif  Giray 
 (@egiray)

 Elif  Giray is a Toronto-based, self-
taught collage artist of  Turkish-
Canadian heritage. Influenced by 
the Automatiste movement and 
impressionism, she explores memory, 
relationships, and the passage of  time 
through intuitive practice. She received 
the Gladstone Award at the Toronto 
Outdoor Art Fair. 

Kate Greenway  
(@beaglesofballantrae)

Kate Greenway works in 
watercolour, mixed media collage, 
and glass – stained, fused and mosaic 

– sometimes blurring the distinction 
between mediums. She completed an 
award-winning Masters in Arts-Based 
Research, and a widely exhibited Ph.D. 
on artistic representations of  closed 
adoption. 

Catherine Marshall  
(@catherinemarshall.art) 

Catherine Marshall is a visual artist 
and long-time resident of  Aurora. 
She uses a diversity of  mediums and 
unconventional texture tools to create 
intriguing paintings. Inspired by nature, 
emotions, and imagined landscapes, 
Marshall invites viewers onto a path 
of  exploration. She has exhibited in 
various galleries including Twist Gallery 
and Latcham Art Centre. 

Sheresha McIntyre  
(@collaji.p.henson) 

Artist, photographer, and 
curator, Sheresha McIntyre works 
predominantly with analog collage. 
Her works touch on various themes 
including fantasy, retro play, and the 
Black experience, taking form in 
colourful abstraction. 

taking it. The EU’s Copyright in the 
Digital Single Market Directive gives 
rightsholders the legal right to reserve 
“in a machine-readable way” their 
content from text and data mining, and 
since 2 August 2026 AI developers can 
face fines of  up to €15 million or 3% 
of  global turnover for ignoring those 
reservations. But that right is hollow 
if  the machines knocking on the door 
are allowed to lie about who they are. 
An opt-out only works if  the crawler 
reading it identifies itself  honestly in 
the first place, and enforcement is only 
as strong as the ability to tell truthful 
crawlers from dishonest ones. 

The consequences of  the bad bot 
invasion are real. Publishers bear the 
cost of  producing original reporting and 
maintaining the digital infrastructure 
from which it is distributed. Yet bad 
actors can extract that work, sell access 
to it and help create AI products that 
compete directly with the original 
sources.

The strip-mining of  journalism must 
end not by pitting publishers against 
AI companies, but by fixing a market 
that currently cannot function at all. 
Transparency about who is crawling, 
and enforceable consequences when 
they lie about it, are the precondition 
for any functioning digital 
marketplace, whether that market 
rewards publishers, AI developers, or 
the readers both ultimately serve. 

Canada, which has been a leader in 
smart media policy, should introduce 
bad bot legislation as a first step toward 
building a fair AI licensing market

Stig Ørskov is Chief Executive 
Officer of WAN-IFRA (the World 
Association of News Publishers), 
representing 20,000 publications 
in more than 120 countries.

Paul Deegan is vice chair 
of WAN-IFRA’s Committee of  
Directors and president and CEO 
of News Media Canada  

From page 4

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR
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Alysha Rocca 
(@oushies)

 Alysha Rocca is an emerging artist with 
a BFA from OCAD University. Exploring 
feminism and environment consciousness, 
Rocca’s practice is rooted in community, 
sustainability, desire, and consumption 
through the use of  fabric and fibre. 

Julia Spittel 
(@juliaspittelartist) 

For long-time Aurora resident Julia Spittel, 
nature is at the heart of  every work of  art 
she makes.  Julia’s expressive media have 
evolved over her career from pottery and 
photography to painting and glass making.  
Outside of  Julia’s artistic practice, she can 
be found walking in local forest trails with 
her Golden Retriever, Ellie. 

Edward Tsui 
(@edward_tsui_artist) 

Based in Thornhill, Edward Tsui 
studied art in Hong Kong followed by 
architecture study in the UK. His practice 
is an exploration of  the built environment 
and how the self  responds to architecture. 
For Tsui, buildings resonate meanings 
with stories to be told.

Pictured here at the Thursday night opening of Remix are, from left to right, Edward Tsui, Kate Greenway, Alysha Rocca, Sheresha McIntyre, Julia Spittel, 
and Catherine Marshall. 										                           Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Canada can stop the Bad Bots Blitz
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HILLSBURGH.CA

Coming This September
Here in the beautiful countryside of  Erin, Hillsburgh is a 
hidden gem of  small town charm and natural tranquility. 

Where shops and cafés are just a stroll away, and big 
city stress begins to fade. Where a hiking and biking 

trailway passes right next door. It’s a new way to 
experience modern living, connected to the 

land you call home. Ballantry’s Village of 
Hillsburgh will soon arrive with a stunning 

collection of  timeless designs. 

Register today!

Bungalows, 2-storey 
detached & townhomes 
From the $580’s

Modern living in the 
heart of  historic Hillsburgh.

*Prices, specifications and information is subject to change without notice. Renderings are Artist’s concept. E.&O.E.

(LEFT) Ron Kellman, Milton Hart, and Mayor Tom Mrakas. (RIGHT) Adedoyin Adetayo represented the Aurora Black Community Association.  			            Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

The community came together at 
Town Hall on Friday evening to mark 
Emancipation Day, commemorating 
the abolition of  slavery throughout 
the British Empire in 1834.

Led by the Aurora Black Caucus’ 
Milton Hart and Ron Kellman, it 
was an evening that was both steeped 
in history and focused on the future 
as leaders shone a light on proactive 
ways to address historic wrongs, the 
impacts of  which are still being felt 
today.

The evening, which was held 
in Council Chambers, included 
remarks from Newmarket-Aurora 
MPP Dawn Gallagher Murphy and 
Mayor Tom Mrakas, a video message 
from Ontario Premier Doug Ford, 
and messages delivered on behalf  
of  Newmarket-Aurora MP Sandra 
Cobena, who was unable to attend 
due to the birth of  her daughter 
earlier in the week, and on behalf  of  

Aurora Black Community Association 
Founder and CEO Phiona Durrant.

Poignant reflections were also 
offered by Jerisha Grant-Hall, 
Founder and Executive Director 
of  NACCA (Newmarket African 
Caribbean Canadian Association), 
Dr. Jeffery Thompson, Chair of  the 
York Region Alliance of  African-
Canadian Communities, lawyer 
Maxine Palomino, and Aurora Black 
Caucus’ Michael Corniffe.

While the speakers reflected on the 
history of  Emancipation Day, which 
Hart said the Caucus has extended 
to an Emancipation Month, they also 
focused on the future, and the efforts 
that all community members need to 
make to achieve true equity.

As important as it is to focus on the 
history of  Emancipation Day, those 
who fought for freedom, and the 
impact it had on so many individuals 
around the world, Grant-Hall said it 
is important to not lose focus on what 
we can do today and the actions that 
can be taken in the here and now.

“Freedom was fought for, 
defended, demanded, and I want 
us to know this. The people who 
need to be in this room to hear this, 
unfortunately, are not here – the 
conversation disruptors,” said Grant 
Hall, adding freedom was carried 
in every single act of  resistance and 
rebellion. “There is no need for 
us to debate the past. Today, what 
I want us to ask, what I want us to 
talk about is the future. The greatest 
question is, what does repair require? 
For too long, our response to slavery 
has centered remembrance, plots, 
proclamations, museums, and so 
on. These things matter. Memory 
matters. But memory alone does 
not heal trauma. Memory alone 
does not reduce health inequities. 
It does not improve Black maternal 
health. Memory alone does not 
create culturally-responsive mental 
health care, nor change educational 
outcomes. Memory alone does not 
build wealth, create leadership, or 
dismantle anti-Black racism.

“If  we truly believe slavery was 
one of  history’s greatest crimes 
against humanity, then our response 
cannot stop at commemoration. It 
must include repair. And this is why 
the conversation around reparations 
is important.”

When people say “reparations” all 
too often people think “handouts,” 
and that is far from the case, she 
continued.

“It means building structures, 
putting structures in place to repair 
the harm that we’ve inherited 
from slavery and colonialism,” she 
continued. “Ontario has already 
begun showing us what repair 
can look like, not by using the 
word ‘reparations’ per se, but by 
recognizing that anti-Black racism 
continues to shape health outcomes. 
Ontario Public Health Standards 
acknowledges that Black communities 
experience unique and persistent 
health inequities rooted in the legacy 
of  slavery, colonialism, and systemic 

Emancipation Day looks to the

Continued on page 15
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Leaders issue call to action at
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(FROM LEFT) Newmarket-Aurora MPP Dawn Gallagher Murphy, lawyer Maxine Palomino, and NACCA Founder and President Jerisha Grant Hall.                        Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger and Brock Weir

anti-Black racism. That matters. 
That recognition matters. It matters 
because once we acknowledge that 
history continues to shape health, 
we also accept responsibility for 
changing those outcomes. That is 
why Black mental health is not a 
niche issue. It is a health equity issue, 
a justice issue. It is reparative justice 
issue.

“People often imagine reparations 
as a cheque. I imagine something 
much bigger. I imagine Black-led 
mental health systems, Black-led 
research, Black-led organizations 
being adequately resourced, Black-
led leadership being developed. 
I imagine scholarships, food 
sovereignty work, housing stability, 
community wealth, Black data 
sovereignty, spaces where our 
children see themselves reflected, 
where they don’t have to prove 
themselves worthy. Every one of  those 
things repairs something that slavery 
and systemic racism attempted to 
destroy. That is reparations, my 
friends, not simply compensation. 
That’s recovery. That’s repair. That’s 
restoration.”

Grant Hall added she doesn’t want 
her own children to just learn stories 
about resilience, rather she wants 
them to “inherit systems that no 
longer require them to be resilient.”

“I want them to inherit 
communities where thriving is 
ordinary, where belonging is 
expected, where culturally responsive 
mental health care is available, where 
Black leadership is not exceptional, 
it’s expected,” she said. “I hope we 
leave here with the understanding 
that reparations are not about 
paying for the past; the reparations 
that we’re talking about is about 
building a future where the harms 
of  the past no longer determine who 
gets a future, and if  we truly believe 
that health is a human right, then 
repair is not optional. It is our shared 
responsibility and commitment 
towards full emancipation.”

These sentiments were echoed 
by Palomino, who delivered an 
address entitled “The Legacy and 
Responsibility of  Emancipation.”

The lawyer said her views on 
Emancipation Day were filtered 
through her personal lens of  a 
Jamaican and Canadian “with roots 
that reach before enslavement, like 
all of  us, through enslavement, like 
some of  us, and into resilience, 
achievement, and victory.”

“When I think about Emancipation, 

I think about our ancestors before 
enslavement. Their families, their 
governance structures, their laws, 
their traditions, their histories, their 
learning, their stories, their conflicts, 
their joys. I think about Timbuktu 
in present-day Mali, an important 
centre of  scholarship centuries before 
emancipation, and I think about the 
leaders and the ordinary folk like us, 
walking, working, sleeping, loving, 
traveling, cooking, dancing, simply 
living,” she said. “Enslavement did 
not begin their lives. It interrupted 
their lives already being lived. I think 
about our ancestors who were ripped 
from their homes and those who 
remained. The belly-bottom pain, 
anguish, and terror of  not knowing 
what happened…

“When I think about 
Emancipation, I think about Marcus 
Mosiah Garvey and his ideas around 
Black economic power, Black 
institutions, Black dignity – the 
organizations here that were spoken 
about echo those words. In 1920, 
the Universal Negro Improvement 
Association adopted the Declaration 
of  the Rights of  the Negro Peoples 
of  the World. They spoke about 
racial discrimination, employment, 
education, equal treatment under 
the law, political representation, and 
economic opportunity. What year 
was that? 1920. More than 100 years 
later, what are we talking about? 
Anti-Black racism, employment 
equity, representation, Black 
entrepreneurship, education, fairness 
in our institutions. Sounds familiar…

“Emancipation Day, Black History 
Month, the days come, the days go, 
or the months come, the months 
go, and I look around this room 
and there are organizations and 
community leaders doing the work. 
Some we know, some I know do the 
work quietly. Yet people working 
toward connected goals can find 
themselves competing simply to 
survive or for limited resources. The 
needs are too great for that. That 
is why reparations are important, 
not simply because of  what is owed 
for the past, but because of  what is 
required to repair what continues 
into the present and into the future.

“I think of  Emancipation, I 
wonder what it really says about the 
society, that the people experiencing 
injustice, name the problem, suggest 
the solutions, act on the solutions, but 
yet no matter what is accomplished, 
the hill still seems harder to climb. 
When we say ‘Happy Emancipation 
Day,’ yes, we celebrate our victories, 

we honor our history by knowing 
who our ancestors are, the steps they 
took, not simply what happened to 
them. We build on their work, we 
acknowledge that we are not starting 
from nothing. They did not arrive 
empty, that’s a myth. They laid 
foundations for us to build on and go 
beyond.

“Ask yourself, from what you 
have heard today, from the 
speakers before and just now, what 
will you do with it, how will you 
connect with your community, the 
organizations doing the work, how 
will you connect with them, how 
can we work together, how will 
you help move all of  us forward, 
the Black community forward, and 
perhaps just as importantly, how 
will we know whether collectively 
we are actually moving forward 
instead of  the cycle of  restarting? 
Emancipation, for me, it is a 
continuous lesson. The learning 
is already there. Are we listening? 
Are we doing?”

past with a focus on the future: 

From page 14

Aurora Black Caucus event
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Vasiljevic and Wright ready to run to Toronto to raise  
$10K for Aurora’s Food Pantry

Aurora’s most magnanimous 
marathoners are locked and loaded to raise 
over $10,000 for the Aurora Food Pantry 
next weekend

For the fifth consecutive year, Nem 
Vasiljevic and Taylor Wright will start 
their 42.2 KM charity fundraising trek 
to Toronto from the Filly and Co. where 
Vasiljevic is the congenial Bar Manager. 
The dynamic duo will complete their 
arduous journey at the CN Tower on 
Sunday, August 23.

Taylor, who just graduated from 
Teachers’ College, is ready to raise much-
needed funds for the local food bank.

Helping food banks has been a long-
time tradition in her life.

“I did my high school community 
service hours at a food bank. It seemed like 
an important thing for us to do five years 
ago. It hard to believe, but we’ve raised 
over $34,385 over the last four years and, 
including this year’s amount so far, it’s over 
$43,000 all together.”

The aspiring teacher and part-time 
server is moved by the community’s support 
of  their annual Charity Run.

“It’s cool that we have posters up in 
bars across Town.  The Filly has the best 
community spirit—they’re so supportive. I 
can’t believe we’ve been doing this for five 
years. The support has been so impressive.”

Vasiljevic, whose wife Laura volunteered 
as a food bank deliverer in Barrie until 
the program ran out of  funds to operate, 
knows the importance of  raising funds to 
battle food insecurity.

“Giving back to the community is 
definitely first in terms of  the most satisfying 
aspect of  our annual run.  A close second is 
a couple of  cold Steam Whistles at the end 

of  the run. We always end the run around 
10:45 at the Steam Whistle Brewing 
Roundhouse by the Rogers Centre. It 
opens at 11 a.m.”

In quick-fire response to her running 
partner’s insights, Wright discloses their 
traditional post-marathon combo at Steam 
Whistle: “Two pints and a pretzel for carb 
loading and then someone comes to pick 
us up.” 

Vasiljevic and Wright have come to 
embrace the sights and sounds of  the GTA 
when they set off  from the Filly and CO at 
5:45 a.m.

Vasiljevic explains, “I like the early 
morning start—we try to stay out of  the 
hottest sun of  the day. It’s really quiet on 
Yonge Street and it’s so historic. It’s also 
a scenic run, but a mundane drive. We 
recognize every detail as we’re running, 
including Miller Tavern, which is very 
tempting once we get into Toronto.”

Wright echoes her running partner’s 
insights about the tranquility of  running a 
marathon early on a Sunday morning: “It’s 
great to see the city wake up and to see the 
street lights turn off  one by one. We also 
pass TMU where I went to school.”

Both Vasiljevic and Wright expressed 
their gratitude for the $8,627 they’ve raised 
so far and are closing in on their $10,000 
goal to support the Aurora Food Pantry.

Vasiljevic encouraged prospective 
benefactors to “Donate what you can.”

“If  you can’t give, share our message 
and make a quick re-post on social media.”

Wright concurred and the long-time 
food bank volunteer added, “If  you can’t 
donate money, donate your time at the 
Aurora Food Pantry.”

Time has been of  the essence for both 
Vasiljevic and Wright as they prepare their 
bodies for the 26-mile jaunt down Yonge 
Street.

BY JIM STEWART

Three Central York Junior Panthers 
were selected to play for Team Canada’s 
U18 squad that took on the USA in a 
three-game series at the Olympic Oval 
in Richmond, BC from August 12-15.

High-scoring forwards Audrey 
Martone and Demi Lazarou, as well 
as big game goaltender Claire Hicks, 
were selected to the national squad 
after excellent performances with the 

Panthers in 2025-26.  The terrific 
triumvirate took the momentum from 
the best season in Junior Panthers’ 
history and showed those skills and 
winning ways at tryout camp.

While Martone, Lazarou, and Hicks 
were prepping to play the Americans 
in British Columbia, their Head 
Coach Steve Dempsey was putting the 
remaining Junior Panthers through 
their preseason paces at Rink 2 of  
the Aurora Community Centre last 

Monday night. 
After the spirited workout, the veteran 

bench boss extolled the work ethic of  all 
three national team selections.

“The credit goes back to the players. 
They’ve put in the time. They’ve taken 
the feedback and applied it to their 
game. They’ve bought in to all our 
offseason activities—our conditioning 
workouts and our team-building. We 
even do a Book Club on Legacy where 
each player reflects on a chapter that 
connects to laying a foundation and 
leaving the program better for future 
generations of  Panthers.” 

Coach Dempsey noted that his 
players “have been applying the skills 
we learn in the summer in purposeful 
practices.”

“Our program is immersed in the 
details. For these players, they know 
practices are not a time to rest on 
laurels. It’s valuable time to master skills 

and always look to improve. Audrey, 
Demi, and Claire made Team Canada 
because they’ve taken care of  those 
details. They’ve shown both mental 
and physical preparation to create 
opportunities for themselves. That was 
a highly competitive national camp and 
there were some surprises when the 
final roster was selected. It really shows 
that you can leap over people if  you get 
better each day.” 

After stepping off  the ice surface 
at ACC2, Central York Girls Hockey 
Association President and U22 Assistant 
Coach Mark Dubeau reveled in the 
players’ selection to Team Canada 18U.

“We’re certainly very proud 
of  these three players and their 
accomplishments.  We’re also proud of  
the twelve Panthers who were selected 
to attend the High Performance Camp 
for the Ontario Summer Games. It’s 
great to see.”

The marathon is second nature to 
Wright, but it has its own special challenges.

“I’ve loved running all my life since 
I raced in an elementary school cross 
country meet. I don’t love going to the gym, 
but I’ve been going with a group of  friends 
which makes it more fun. Strength training 
is an important part of  injury prevention 
while you’re preparing for a marathon. I 
went to Guatemala in February and hiked 
volcanoes to build endurance. All the prior 
training comes together because you have 
a goal in mind and the training gets done.”

Vasiljevic provided his own training 
update:  “I’m entering my deloading week 
since it’s a week today so I’ll be cutting 

down on running. Normally, I’m running 
25-20 KM a week and biking for over 
an hour to do another 25 KM. Any low 
impact exercise will be in place this week, 
including swimming. The bike has been a 
lifesaver because being on my feet for 10-12 
hours behind the bar is a killer when you 
still have to put in your miles.”

To donate to Nem and Taylor’s Charity 
Marathon and support the Aurora Food 
Pantry, go to https://www.canadahelps.
org/en/pages/nem-taylors-5th-annual-
charity-marathon or visit the Aurora 
Food Pantry’s website for their promotion 
of  this annual fundraiser at https://
aurorafoodpantry.ca

Junior Panthers Martone, Lazarou, and Hicks selected to play for  
Team Canada’s 18U squad versus the USA

Nem Vasiljevic and Taylor Wright are pictured at The Filly & Co, the starting point for their fifth-annual 
Charity Marathon supporting the Aurora Food Pantry. 		              Auroran photo by Jim Stewart

Panthers sharp-
shooter Demi 
Lazarou (5) was 
selected to Team 
Canada’s 18U 
Squad for an exhi-
bition series ver-
sus Team USA in 
Richmond, BC.
 

Auroran photo by 
Jim Stewart



 18           THE AURORAN | THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2026  

GUIDEFALLRegistration

We offer  
Competitive  

and  
Recreational 

programs

• Gymnastics  
• Trampoline  
• Tumbling 
• Birthday Parties  
• Camps
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fall registration is now open!

40 engelhard drive unit 10, aurora, on l4g 6X6
phone: 905-841-5437 | website: www.kidssupergym.ca

email: kidssupergymaurora@gmail.com

GYMNASTICS CAMPS & CLASSESGYMNASTICS CAMPS & CLASSES

Everyone has a spark waiting to shine. 
From strumming a ukulele to scoring on the ice,

there’s an adventure here for everyone. 
Discover what you love, make new friends, 

and let your talents take off. 
Enroll today and start the fun!

Register online at  www.iembasketball.com
905-836-6195 info@iembasketball.com

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE: 
Rep1, Rep2, All-Star Team Try-Out Schedule 

& Mail-in Registration Form

BasketballBasketball

The objective of the IEM Basketball League  
is to provide an opportunity for any person  
to participate in, or learn about, the game  
of basketball, as well as, to promote, develop 
and encourage children to enjoy the game  
of basketball.

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday or SUNDAY! 
Uniform, Competitions, Tournaments  & More!

WEEKLY Practices & Games from October-March

York Region’s largest basketball organization for girls & boys. Over 2000+ players & over 175+ coaches.
One of the fastest growing basketball leagues in Ontario. Over 150+ teams in Newmarket, Aurora, Keswick, East Gwillimbury & Bradford.

STARTING AT 

for “15-Weeks”

$395
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Call anytime: 905-773-7013  | office@sdadance.ca
141 king road, unit 9, richmond hill 
somervilledanceacademy.com

 ...a place for dancers to build  
confidence and express themselves. 

Join the SDA Dance Family!

a c a d e m yDancesomerville

open house  
Sept 2, Sept 8, Sept 9  
4:00 – 8:00 pm

new this year
Parents & Tots Class

 (2-3 yr olds) 

family owned and operated 
for over 30 years

Join the Marquee Choir!
No experience required

Youth ChoirAdult Choir

Both choirs perform together forming an intergenerational choir

Marqueetp.com
73 Industrial Parkway N. Aurora

905-713-1040

AURORA MUSIC ACADEMY | 330 MCCLELLAN WAY, UNITS 4 & 5   
auroramusicacademy.ca | info@auroramusicacademy.ca  Call or text: 905.900.0094

PIANO • VOICE • GUITAR • UKULELE • ROCK BAND

NEW 
SOUND!
NEW 

SOUND!

NEW SCHOOL YEAR!NEW SCHOOL YEAR!

SAVE $75!!

SAVE $75!!

Sign up for 
music lessons 

 now and get the  
best timeslots!
Register before 
August 22 and 

SAVE $75!!
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BY JIM STEWART

SPORT AURORA  
Breakfast of Champions 
Spotlight: 
Global Gymnastics Club

647-409-8144
www.mmwindowcleaners.com
mike@mmwindowcleaners.comFounder of M&M 

Professional Window Cleaners

your  
weekends
deserve 
better

          polsky Michael 

Let M&M Professional Window Cleaners 
handle the hard work!
Since 2008, we’ve been trusted by
homeowners and businesses to deliver 
spotless, streak-free windows—inside 
and out, including tracks and screens.
We’re a small, family-owned business and 
proud Readers’ Choice Winners  
for over 10 years.

stop wasting time 
on ladders and 
streaky windows

Relax, stay safe, and enjoy sparkling windows without the hassle!

Global Gymnastics is proud to 
recognize the outstanding achievements of  
our athletes during the 2025–2026 season.

Eva Hamid earned a Silver Medal on 
Beam at the Provincial Championships 
and went on to represent Team Ontario at 
the National Championships, helping the 
team win Gold.

At International Gymnix, Everley 
Perry, Maddeleine Pourgoutzidis, and 
Michela Circelli were crowned All-Around 
Champions, Emilia Selman won Gold on 
Floor, and Isla Gerson represented Team 
Ontario while also earning silver on both 
Beam and Floor. 

At the Provincial Championships, 
Everley Perry also earned Silver on Floor, 
Lily Manzo won Bronze on Beam, and 
Parker Dolmage captured Silver on Floor 
while receiving the Special Award for 
Beam.

Congratulations to all of  our athletes 
on an incredible season!

Eva Hamid  – Silver medal on Beam 
at the Provincial Championships and 
qualified to represent Team Ontario at 
the National Championships, where she 
earned a team Gold Medal.

Everley Perry  – All-Around 
Champion at International Gymnix; 
Silver Medal on Floor at the Provincial 
Championships.

Lily Manzo – Bronze Medal on Beam 
at the Provincial Championships.

Parker Dolmage  – Silver Medal on 
Floor and recipient of  the Special Award 
for Beam at the Provincial Championships.

Isla Gerson  – Qualified to represent 
Team Ontario at International Gymnix.

Maddeleine Pourgoutzidis  – All-
Around Champion at International 
Gymnix.

Michela Circelli  – All-Around 
Champion at International Gymnix.

Emilia Selman  – Gold Medal on 
Floor at International Gymnix.

Epic Rush rocks Town Park with majestic 
musicianship and spot-on renditions of 
seventeen progressive-rock gems   

Despite an ominous forecast, 
Wednesday’s Epic Rush Concert in the 
Park dodged a climate change bullet.

No wildfire smoke. No microburst. 
No freakish thunderstorm or deluge.

The intrepid audience members who 
uttered “Damn the Torpedoes” and set 
up their lawn chair with a Slabtown 
Armoury libation in hand were treated 
to a stirring evening of  17 Canadian 
progressive rock classics.

Remarkably, the thunder, lightning, 
or sideways rain never arrived, but a 
hurricane of  hits rolled out by a Rush 
tribute band made the trip to Town 
Park a midweek treat.

Set One opened with “Subdivisions,” 
then Epic Rush rolled through a 
whirlwind of  Lee, Lifeson, and Peart’s 
complex compositions – the range of  
which appealed to both casual Rush 
fans and hard-core aficionados of  the 
prog-rock triumvirate.

“Distant Early Warning,” “Freewill,” 
“Time Stands Still,” “Digital Man,” 
“Hemixan,” and “YYZ” featured 
Alex Kuthy scaling the heights of  
Geddy Lee’s vocals and replicating 
his bass guitar magic; Don Dewulf ’s 
perfect representation of  Alex Lifeson’s 
smoldering lead guitar work; and Eric 
Kuthy’s rapid-fire drums and percussion 
as homage to Neil “The Professor” 
Peart.

All three caught the eyes and ears of  
the assembly.

Set One ended with Kuthy’s rousing 
rendition of  “The Spirit of  Radio” and 
the layered song inspired an obligatory 
trip by many to the Slabtown tent 
for second half  reinforcements on a 
beautiful summer evening.

Set Two featured a costume change 
for the guitarists as Kuthy donned a red 
tie and Dewulf  donned a red blazer, 
perhaps in homage to the mid-point 
song of  the second half: a hard-driving 

delivery of  “Red Barchetta.”
The second set exploded into the 

Town Park air with two of  Rush’s 
commercial hits which receive regular 
rotation on FM classic rock stations: 
“Tom Sawyer” and “Limelight.” Peart’s 
lyrics—a nod to The Bard—were 
delivered with sterling clarity by Kuthy: 
“All the world’s indeed a stage / And 
we are merely players / Performers and 
portrayers / Each another’s audience / 
Outside the gilded cage.”

Epic Rush excelled as “performers 
and portrayers” in the second set. They 
plunged headlong into an acoustic 
delight entitled “Broon’s Bane” 
delivered by the debonair Dewulf  
who had his electric guitar strung over 
his shoulder in readiness for a smooth 
transition into the classic ballad “The 
Trees.”

The parable, penned by Peart in 1978 
for the Hemispheres album, has even 
more relevance today as a cautionary 
tale, given the impact of  far-right forces 
on our politically-polarized continent.

Following the band’s full-throttle 
rendering of  “that song about a red 
car,” Epic Rush took us back to the 
soaring lyrics and falsetto notes featured 
in “Closer to the Heart” with its unique 
use of  Peart’s bells and Lee imploring 
the audience to “mold a new reality 
closer to the heart” – more timely 
words for folks that has fallen into 
heartless echo chambers to seek day-to-
day meaning. 

Hard core Rush fans fell into the 
tribute band’s climactic combo of  
“Overture—2112” and “Grand Finale” 
and clamoured for one more song.

The Kuthy brothers and Dewulf  
obliged with the pulsating “Working 
Man” as an encore. Their tight, 
concert-ending rendition reinforced the 
sad reality that such a range of  vocals 
could only be delivered by a Rush 
Tribute Band in 2026.

Continued on page 21
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905-727-3210
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Epic Rush rocks Town Park with majestic musicianship and  
spot-on renditions of seventeen progressive-rock gems   

Coincidently, Rush was performing 
on Wednesday night—their third of  
four concerts at Scotiabank Arena as 
part of  the revamped band’s comeback 
tour featuring two 73-year-olds and a 
new on-stage supporting cast that has 
enabled them to be back on the road 
after an 11-year hiatus.

Here’s why the savvy audience at 
Aurora’s Town Park got a better deal.

The hundreds who surrounded the 
bandshell on a perfect summer night 
enjoyed a free outdoor concert rather 
than dropping between $400 to $960 
for lower bowl seats to take in Lifeson 
and Lee at The Bank.

Epic Rush’s lead vocalist, bass player, 
and keyboard player Alex Kuthy 
covered ALL of  the canonical songs 
in Lee’s former vocal range—alas, 
Geddy’s husky 73-year-old pipes won’t 
allow the performance of  many of  
Rush’s signature songs in 2026.

I found these omissions disappointing 
and Lee’s cracking voice was tough 
to listen to back in 2015 at the ACC 
when the fabulous trio of  Lee, Lifeson, 
and Peart took their final bows on Bay 
Street.

I can’t imagine what the legendary 
Lee offers in vocals eleven years 
later, but Wednesday night’s vocal 
performance in Aurora by Kuthy was 
advantage Epic Rush.

Eric Kuthy, Epic Rush’s drummer 
and Alex’s brother, could be heard amid 
an array of  percussion instruments 
nearing Peart’s complex, 40-piece kit.

He donned Peart’s head gear 
and, most importantly, provided the 
other-worldly rhythms and rapid-fire 
percussion to impel his Tribute Band 

along all night.
Peart passed away tragically in 2020 

and although Rush has brought in a 
very talented drummer from Germany 
to perform Peart’s technically-
challenging beats, Rush purists at Town 
Park listened in abject amazement at 
Kuthy’s brilliant percussive acumen.

Epic Rush’s lead guitarist Don 
Dewulf  showed off  his outstanding 
skills from the opening chords of  
“Subdivisions”—complementing the 
introductory keyboard tones in Rush’s 
most popular and commercial song.  It 
was a great choice to open a concert 
and show off  Dewulf ’s considerable 
skills.  Dewulf  performed with the same 
steady and understated performance 
style of  Alex Lifeson who has always 
allowed his guitar to do most of  his 
talking on-stage.  Lead guitarist Dewulf  
and bass player Kuthy were in perfect 
unison all evening—displaying the kind 
of  chemistry that the two Rush legends, 
Lifeson and Lee, have demonstrated on 
stage for decades.

In addition to enjoying these three 
masterful musicians render the complex 
Rush catalogue with seeming ease, 
Concert in the Park denizens enjoyed 
Slabtown Armoury ciders and beers for 
$8 rather than paying $25 for a libation 
at Scotiabank.  The same Town Park 
fans also enjoyed the gustatory pleasures 
of  a “Grabby Meal”—2 x 4-ounce 
beef  patties, cheese, onions, pickles, 
and Smash Sauce complemented by 
a bag of  kettle chips and a cold drink 
for $16.99-- from the Smash & Grab 
Burger Co. Food Truck.  The same 
combo meal is over $35 at The Bank 
on Bay.

Lead guitarist Don Dewulf, in our 

on-stage post-concert interview, noted 
the most satisfying aspect of  performing 
all the amazing guitar solos that Lifeson 
has created: “It’s fun to play and it’s 
challenging, too. I could play ‘Tom 
Sawyer’ a thousand times and never 
grow tired of  it.” 

When asked what it was like to 
watch a Rush concert on Tuesday night 
in Toronto and play their music on 
Wednesday night in Aurora, Dewulf  
differentiated the concerts: “They’re 
separate events. We loved their songs so 
when they retired after the Final Tour 
in 2015, we thought we should try this. 
We wanted to fill a gap in the market. 
Tonight, we have communion with the 
18,000 fans that were at Scotiabank this 
week.”

Dewulf  was pleased with his band’s 
performance on Wednesday night 
and when asked which song was his 
favourite to perform in the Town 
Park Bandshell, he answer was swift 
and deferential: “YYZ—it’s got such 
a hard base line and Alex was great 
tonight performing it.”

He praised the great music that Lee, 
Lifeson, and Peart have provided for 

generations and acknowledged that 
“We’re not Rush—we don’t pretend 
to be.”

Perhaps the die-hard Rush fans 
in attendance at Town Park would 
disagree with Dewulf ’s self-effacing 
remark. For two hours on Wednesday 
night, Epic Rush’s masterful 
performance might as well have been 
Rush and captured an era when the 
Rock and Roll Hall of  Famers were 
at their physical peak as performers.  
Wednesday night was not about 
nostalgia or genuflecting to Canadian 
progressive legends as folks did during 
their pilgrimage to Scotiabank Arena 
this week.

Instead, the hundreds who air-
drummed, played air guitar, and 
bobbed in their chairs with the best 
of  them – and judiciously avoided 
the dance floor – enjoyed a rich 
playlist performed note for note by 
a full range vocalist, a sublimely-
talented lead guitarist, and a fully-
committed drummer who conjured 
up collectively many fond memories 
of  three of  the greatest musicians in 
Canadian history.

(Clockwise from Bottom Left) Epic Rush hit Town Park on Wednesday, August 12, with a full program of music that got local music lovers up on their feet. Among the residents who came out for the party were 
the Carnegie family; Denise, Andrew and Alison; and Lissa, Susan and Heidi. 										                   Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

BORA  
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

PEST CONTROL

PROPANE

RENOVATIONS/FENCES/DECKS

RENOVATIONS/REMODELING/LANDSCAPE

WATER

WINDOWS/EAVES/EXTERIOR

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

A&A IDEAL RENOVATION

416-219-4530  Alex  416-625-4441

Home Remodeling • Electrical Plumbing
Kitchen & Bathrooms • Finished Basement

All Flooring Tiles • Hardwood Laminate 
Drywall • Painting • Deck & Fences

Fully licensed and insured. One year warranty on all labour. NO JOB TOO SMALL!

SUMMER RENOVATIONS INC.

BIG OR SMALL GIVE US A CALL!
(Free Estimates)  647-287-7168

Build/Repair Fences 
Build/Repair Decks

TREE SERVICE

CLEANERS

CENTRAL VACUUM 

LANDSCAPING/RENOVATION

CREMATION

CONCRETE 

ELECTRICIAN

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS

www.roadhouseandrose.com | 905-895-6631

•  Dignified
•  Respectful
•  Inexpensive

Affordable Cremation Services 

Call us 
for more 

information

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

PAINTING

PAINTING/HOME IMPROVEMENTS

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED

ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

FOUR SEASONS PAINTING  
& HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Please Inquire 
About Our 
Senior Services 
& Discounts.

2 professional hardworking guys 

15% OFF PAINTING PROJECTS 
TILING • WASHROOM /KITCHEN RENO • INTERLOCK RELEVEL  
FENCES • ROOF REPAIRS/TROUGHS • FOUNDATION PARGING  

ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING • CONCRETE REPAIRS• LOCKS-INSTAL/REPAIR

Call Claudio 416-723-4860 or, 905-727-0862  
fourseasonsrenos@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

(647) 668 4949(647) 668 4949
zlr.cazlr.ca

Fencing
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work 
Kwik Kurb

Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

www.liftec.ca ~ 1-866-280-7770

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

DO NOT REPLACE

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.
“We raise sunken concrete”

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction Of The Cost

Of Replacement

U 2026M027 Aurora Customer Ad
3.5” x 3.5”

aurora-on mollymaid.ca
905.841.5103

Dependable
Cleaning

from the Professionals you can Trust!

905-841-MAID (6243)
aurora-on@mollymaid.ca

DRIVEWAY PAVING

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

WATER

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT 905-727-3300 EXT 102

TO ADVERTISE CALL 905 727 3300 EXT 102

If you are reading  
this ad, our  

advertising works!
AD
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AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES HELP WANTED

CASH FOR SCRAP
WE  PAY CASH FOR SCRAP vehicles 
any size. We also buy construction and 
farm equipment. Open 7 days a week. 
Call 905-859-0817 (Peter).

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS  
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up Available

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

EAGLE
property services
The best prices in town for:

(free estimates) 647-901-8168
24 hr home emergency  

repair service!!!

• Pre-sale Home Staging  
• Full House Cleaning
• Partial of house renovation 
• Water & Electirc • Plumbing Repair

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE 
CONTACT  

 905 727 3300 EXT 102

  OPINION
From page 5thi ngs... you ought to know

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series 

continues at Town Park this evening from 7 – 9 p.m. 
with Outlaw State of  Mind and Beautifully Crazy – 
Tributes to Chris Stapleton and Luke Combs. Concerts 
are free, but donations to the Aurora Food Pantry are 
encouraged. For your seating comfort, bring portable 
lawn chairs.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20
Aurora’s Movies in the Park Summer Series kicks off  

today at dusk at Aurora Town Park with the theme Pink 
Paradise Night – Think Pink, Live Aloha. Showtime 
begins at 7 p.m. with Lilo and Stitch, followed at 9 p.m. 
by Legally Blonde. Movies are free to attend – and there 
will be free popcorn while supplies last. For your seating 
comfort, please bring your own portable lawn chairs. 
Food donations for the Aurora Food Pantry will be 
gratefully accepted.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22
The Aurora Farmers’ Market & Artisan Fair takes 

place today at Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

* * * * 
Victorian Flower Arranging: Tussie Mussie 

Workshop – Join the Aurora Historical Society and 
Garden Aurora for a Victorian Flower Arranging: 
Tussie Mussie Workshop at Hillary House National 
Historic Site. Discover the fascinating language of  
flowers while creating your own traditional Victorian 
bouquet to take home. Perfect for beginners and flower 
enthusiasts alike. 2 – 4 p.m. Tickets are $40pp/ AHS 
Members receive 15% discount. For tickets visit www.
aurorahs.com or call 905-727-8991.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series 

continues at Town Park this evening from 7 – 9 p.m. 
with Project Phoenix. “Get ready to groove with Project 
Phoenix – a sensational eleven-piece Funk and R&B 
band. They will get you moving with music from classic 
groups such as  Earth Wind & Fire, Stevie Wonder, 
Commodores and Kool & The Gang. Feel the beat and 
catch the vibe!” Concerts are free, but donations to the 
Aurora Food Pantry are encouraged. For your seating 
comfort, bring portable lawn chairs.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27
Aurora’s Movies in the Park Summer Series 

continues tonight at Aurora Town Park with the theme 
Game Night – Game Changers. Showtime begins at 7 
p.m. with Kicking & Screaming, followed at 9 p.m. by 
Happy Gilmore. Movies are free to attend – and there 

will be free popcorn while supplies last. For your seating 
comfort, please bring your own portable lawn chairs. 
Food donations for the Aurora Food Pantry will be 
gratefully accepted.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28
Aurora’s tastiest annual event, Ribfest, returns to 

Machell Park today from 4 – 11 p.m. In addition to 
the food, special activities today include a beer garden 
hosted by the Rotary Club from 5 – 10 p.m., Bullseye 
Axe Throwing from 5 – 8.30 p.m., and performances 
from Desire: A Tribute to U2 at 5.30 and headliner 
Dwayne Gretzky at 9 p.m. For a full lineup of  events 
and activities, visit aurora.ca/ribfest.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
The Aurora Farmers’ Market & Artisan Fair takes 

place today at Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

* * * * 
Aurora’s tastiest annual event, Ribfest, continues 

at Machell Park today from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.  In 
addition to the food, special activities today include a 
beer garden hosted by the Rotary Club from 12 noon to 
10 p.m.., Bullseye Axe Throwing from 3 – 8.30 p.m., a 
kids zone from 2 – 5 p.m., and performances from From 
The Hip: A Tribute to the Tragically Hip, at 11 a.m.; 
Duvet at 1.15 p.m.; Sheer Heart Attack: A Tribute to 
Queen at 3.30 p.m.; Monkey Wrench at 5.45 p.m.; and 
headliner Big Wreck at 9 p.m. For a full lineup of  events 
and activities, visit aurora.ca/ribfest.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
Aurora’s tastiest annual event, Ribfest, concludes 

Machell Park today from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.  In addition 
to the food, special activities today include a beer garden 
hosted by the Rotary Club from 12 noon to 8 p.m., a 
kids zone from 2 – 5 p.m., and performances from Vinyl 
Flux at 11 a.m.; Run 2 You: A Tribute to Bryan Adams 
at 1 p.m.; Gold Dust Woman at 3.30 p.m.; professional 
rib judging at 5.30 p.m.; and a performance from 
Aurora’s 2026 Teen Idol at 6.45 p.m. For a full lineup 
of  events and activities, visit aurora.ca/ribfest.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series 

concludes at Town Park this evening from 7 – 9 p.m. 
with The 99s. “Close the summer with a non-stop 
dance party! The 99s light up the stage with pop, 
rock, and R&B hits from the ‘70s to the 2000s. Let the 
timeless grooves move you from the first chord to the 
last encore.” Concerts are free, but donations to the 
Aurora Food Pantry are encouraged. For your seating 
comfort, bring portable lawn chairs.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
Aurora’s Movies in the Park Summer Series 

concludes tonight at Aurora Town Park with the 
theme Ocean Adventures – Beyond the Reef, Waves 
of  Hope. Showtime begins at 7 p.m. with Finding 
Nemo, followed at 9 p.m. by Big Miracle. Movies are 
free to attend – and there will be free popcorn while 
supplies last. For your seating comfort, please bring 
your own portable lawn chairs. Food donations for 
the Aurora Food Pantry will be gratefully accepted.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
The Aurora Farmers’ Market & Artisan Fair 

takes place today at Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

ONGOING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les 

ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones aux débutants 
capables de converser) - qui cherchent à mettre en 
pratique leurs compétences Conversationnelle en 
français. Over Zoom with a nominal fee of  $2.50. 
RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. 
For more information, visit www.meetup.com/
partagez-le-francais.

* * * * 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full 

Circle Program textile recycling and donation 
program. A greater number of  people are wanting 
to donate or get rid of  unwanted items, increasing 
the need for more outlets being available to receive 
the items. This program will provide a convenient 
way for people to donate or get rid of  used/
unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and furniture 
and will help lessen the amount of  items ending up 
in landfills. Materials that were previously perceived 
as waste will now be seen as a valuable resource 
further encouraging redistribution. The items will 
be recycled in the following ways: To be given to 
individuals who are survivors of  violence and are 
transitioning from shelters into new homes; To be 
sold in our store; To be sold to a textile recycler, 
which makes for an ongoing source of  funding for 
Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their services 
to the thousands of  people that require them each 
year. When and Where: Monday and Wednesday, 
every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 30-minute time 
slots – only 1 drop off  per time slot. If  you do 
not have an appointment, we cannot accept your 
donation. The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located 
at 1208 Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear 
unloading dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your 
drop off  time slot.

criminal laws on the books that 
describe and proscribe big oil’s 
conduct in knowingly driving 
and deceptively covering up the 
climate crisis — offenses such as 
reckless endangerment, causing 
or risking catastrophe, and 
involuntary manslaughter.”

The climate and biodiversity 
crises mark a failure of  
intergenerational responsibility. 
They also illustrate the failure 
of  the current economic system, 
which encourages quick profits 
regardless of  how much waste 
and destruction pursuing them 
causes.

Endless growth, gross domestic 
product, windfall profits — all 
are contingent on using up 
“resources” as quickly as possible. 
It’s insanity.

We understand the problem, 
we can see the consequences 
unfolding as predicted and we 
know what the solutions are. We 
also know the solutions would 
bring about many other benefits, 
from good jobs to cleaner air and 
water to cheaper energy. Why are 
so many people complacent in the 
face of  resolvable catastrophe?

It’s time for all who care to 
stand up. We must hold fossil 
fuel executives and their enablers 
accountable!

David Suzuki is a scientist, broadcaster, 
author and co-founder of  the David Suzuki 
Foundation. Written with David Suzuki 
Foundation Senior Writer and Editor Ian 
Hanington. Learn more at davidsuzuki.org.
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