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Region leaders could get “Strong 
Chair” powers: Province

The head of  Regional Council 
could soon get “Strong Chair” powers 
to advance Provincial priorities in 
legislation proposed by the Ministry 
of  Municipal Affairs.

The Better Regional Governance 
Act, 2026, was announced Thursday 
and could give the York Regional Chair 
– as well as the Chairs of  Durham, 

Halton, Muskoka, Niagara, Peel, 
Waterloo, and the Warden of  Simcoe 
County – a new range of  authority 
similar to “Strong Mayor” powers 
to “deliver on government priorities 
such as housing and infrastructure.”

Thursday’s announcement noted 
the Ministry will continue to appoint the 
Chair of  the Regional Municipalities 
of  York, Peel, and Niagara, a move 
last made locally when former York 
Regional Police Chief  Eric Jolliffe 

was tapped to succeed outgoing chair 
Wayne Emmerson, former mayor of  
Whitchurch-Stouffville.

The Province has also given itself  
the power to appoint the heads 
of  Durham, Halton, Muskoka, 
and Waterloo, some of  which are 
democratically elected. The heads 
of  Council in Durham, Halton, 
and Waterloo are directly elected 
by voters, while the heads of  Peel, 
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Beverley Varcoe   905-727-3154

Highly Qualified to Handle Your 
Real Estate Needs with 

Over 25 years of Award-Winning Service!

Your Community Realty, Aurora 
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MVA Market Value Appraiser
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BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

“We’re a touchpoint for 
community members,” 
says Trustee

NEW LEASE ON LIFE – Philip and Raymont were at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex recently as the Town of Aurora teamed up with the Region of York and NewMakeIt to 
host a Repair Café, “giving residents a hands-on opportunity to fix everyday household items, 
reduce waste, and support a circular economy.” For more, see Page 13.				  
           						                  Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Melanie Wright was active in her 
daughter’s education.

As a school volunteer, she eventually 
served in various roles on her school 
council, but, when she graduated, she 
wanted to continue her work – but on 
a larger scale.

In 2022, she stepped forward to 
run for the Public Education Trustee 
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HAPPY HOUR FROM  
2-5PM & 9PM–CLOSING EVERYDAY!

14760 YONGE STREET, AURORA.ON

905-503-7900

EASTER AUDIENCE – The Easter Bunny held court at Petch House on Saturday morning as the Aurora Seniors’ Centre played host to the 
Town’s annual Easterpalooza egg-stravaganza. The ever-popular event saw a host of Easter-themed activities inside and outside the Centre, and Amiv, Ely, 
Melody and Roselia were among the many families popping into the log cabin to visit with the rabbit of the hour! For more on this year’s festivities, see 
pages 20 and 21. 												               Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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What’s Happening

Aurora Town Hall
100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1
905-727-1375 • info@aurora.ca • aurora.ca

Accessible Formats
905-727-1375
accessibility@aurora.ca

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition

Featured Artists: Roopa Makwana - Look Up
A message from the artist, Roopa Makwana: “Looking up in nature, with all its colours and vastness, has always 
fascinated me. It makes you reflect and encourages you to feel emotions and this exhibition inspires that. My style 
has evolved over my practice to produce with acrylics, images similar to digital flat illustration.” View in-person 
at Aurora Town Hall in the Skylight Gallery. View online at aurora.ca/SkylightGallery. All work is for sale. Please 
contact Sarah Reynolds at sreynolds@aurora.ca if you are interested in investing and owning a beautiful piece of 
art.

    

Date     Time                 Location                         Meeting

Thursday, April 9      7 p.m.                 Video Conference                 Committee of Adjustment
Monday, April 13      7 p.m.                 Holland Room                 Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, April 14     5:45 p.m.            Holland Room                 Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, April 14     7 p.m.                 Council Chambers                   Committee of the Whole
Wednesday, April 15     6:30 p.m.            School House Mtg Room       Aurora Cultural Centre Board

                     (6:30-7 p.m. Public Meeting)
Wednesday, April 15     7 p.m.                 Aurora Public Library               Aurora Public Library Board
Thursday, April 16     7 p.m.                 Holland Room                 Cannabis Retail Review Task Force
Monday, April 20     7 p.m.                 Holland Room                 Environmental Advisory Committee
Tuesday, April 21     7 p.m.                 Council Chambers                 Public Planning
Thursday, April 23     10 a.m.               Video Conference                 Aurora Appeal Tribunal
Tuesday, April 28     5:45 p.m.            Holland Room                 Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, April 28     7 p.m.                 Council Chambers                 Council

*Committee of the Whole, Public Planning and Council meetings are available to the public in-person and via
live stream on the Town’s YouTube channel.

Council & Committee Meetings

NOTICE BOARD
April 9, 2026

T O W N  O F  A U R O R A

Go beyond the exhibits and into the
untold stories, secret spaces, and
magic of your community museum.
Enjoy an exclusive guided tour and
Q&A experience, perfect for all ages!

Workshop Offered:
     April 20 - 6:30 to 8 p.m.
     May 25 - 6:30 to 8 p.m.

MUSEUM
MONDAYS

Registration ($10):
aurora.ca/WhatsOn 

THE HAPPINESS MAFIA IN PARTNERSHIP WITH AURORA TOWN SQUARE PRESENTS

SAT, MAY 16 
8 P.M.

DAVIDE DE SIMONE
PERFORMANCE HALL

TICKETS: $50

TICKETS: AURORA.CA/WHATSON

Aurora’s Annual Community Cleanup
Help Clean Up Our Community!
Join us Saturday, April 25, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Pick a spot, pitch in, and make a difference—students
can earn volunteer hours. Register by April 24, 2026.
For more information, aurora.ca/CleanUp.

Experience the Aurora Art Show and Sale 
Dates: Saturday, May 2 & Sunday, May 3, 2026
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way
Admission: Free
Delve into colour, creativity, and craftsmanship at 
the Aurora Art Show and Sale. Featuring more than 
300 original two and three-dimensional artworks in a 
variety of media, this acclaimed event is presented in         
partnership with the Society of York Region Artists.
Now the longest-running art show in York Region, the 
GTA—and arguably Canada—this free event is a must-see 
for art lovers of all ages. Details at aurora.ca/ArtShow.
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SCAN HERE or call to 
book a tour today!

Choose your lifestyle. Apartment Living,
Independent and Assisted Living.

905-503-9505 | DelmanorAurora.com
25 BUTTERNUT RIDGE TRAIL, AURORA

TO W N  O F  AU R O R A 
P U B L I C  N OT I C E

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING

AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Meeting to receive input on
proposed Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendment applications:  

Tuesday, April 21, 2026 at 7 p.m.

Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers, 100 John West Way, Aurora Ontario 

APPLICATION: The purpose of the proposed Official Plan Amendment is to waive the Block 
Plan requirement under Official Plan Amendment 34, to permit increased residential density 
and building coverage on the subject property. The purpose of the proposed Zoning By-law 
Amendment is to reduce the lot specification to accommodate five (5) additional residential lots 
for single detached units. 

PROPERTY: 107 Ridge Road, Aurora, Ontario
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: PT LT 20 PL 132 KING AS IN R664230 
APPLICANT: 2693642 Ontario Inc.
FILE NUMBERS: OPA-2025-02, ZBA-2025-03
WARD: 4

PROCEDURAL INFORMATION:

Parties interested in speaking during the public 
portion of the meeting may attend in person or 
electronically. To participate electronically, pre-
registration is required. For more information, 
visit: aurora.ca/participation 

The meeting will be live streamed at: youtube.
com/TownofAurora  

The Planning Report will be made available the Tuesday before the Public Planning Meeting 
date on the Town’s website, by visiting the Agendas and Minutes section, located at:               
aurora.ca/agendas 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

Any questions regarding the proposed application can be directed to Ally Krstajic of 
the Planning and Development Services Department at 365-500-3321, or by email at            
akrstajic@aurora.ca. 

Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Development Services Department at 100 
John West Way, Aurora, ON. L4G 6J1, faxed to 905-726-4736, or emailed to planning@aurora.ca 
prior to the meeting. Please quote the File Name and Number.

PERSONAL INFORMATION COLLECTION NOTICE:
The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or its 
Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. Pursuant to Section 27 
of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public 
feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in 
accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, 
you should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public 
record and will appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information 
in it, such as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town 
to remove it. Questions about this collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 
1000, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 905-727-3123.

AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 
The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its 
Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered 
to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 2nd day of April, 2026.

Aurora grandmothers have supported 
their African counterparts as they’re left 
to raise children orphaned by the AIDS 
epidemic for more than two decades 
through GranAurora, the local chapter 
of  Stephen Lewis’ Grandmothers to 
Grandmothers campaign.

The Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
campaign connects Canadian 
grandmothers with grandmothers in 
Africa left to raise their grandchildren 
orphaned by the AIDS epidemic.

Since the foundation of  GranAurora 
20 years ago, the team of  local women, 
most of  whom are retirees, have 
raised more than $250,000 for the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation – and have 
no intention of  slowing down as the 
Foundation moves forward without its 
founder.

Lewis, who served as Member 
of  Provincial Parliament, leader of  
the Ontario New Democratic Party, 
Canada’s Ambassador to the United 
Nations and the United Nations’ Special 
Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, lost his 
battle with abdominal cancer on March 
31 at the age of  88.

“Stephen was a respected 
humanitarian who spent his life 
championing social justice and human 
rights,” said the Foundation in a 
statement. “Throughout his political 
and international careers, he was 
committed to creating a more equitable 
world.”

It was a commitment embraced 
by people across the country, and 
here in Aurora, his Grandmothers to 
Grandmothers initiative struck a special 
chord.

The Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
campaign has raised millions of  dollars 
for women struggling to raise “millions 
of  children orphaned by AIDS.” Its aim 
is to amplify the “voices and expertise 
of  grandmothers in Africa and show the 
world that leadership by older women is 
critical in reclaiming hope and resilience 
across communities.”

The initiative is active in nearly 15 
countries globally where local chapters 
diligently raise much-needed funds and 
awareness for the grandmothers – not 
only helping them with donations, but 
business grants designed to empower 
and inspire.

Cathy Gross, one of  GranAurora’s 
co-founders, was spurred to get involved 
after visiting Malawi with fellow 

Auroran and GranAurora co-founder 
Sharon Willan in 2000. There, they met 
with grandmothers who were living the 
reality of  the AIDS epidemic every day.

“It was a life-changing visit,” 
says Gross, noting that when the 
Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
campaign was founded in 2006, they 
were eager to get involved.

It all started with a potluck dinner at 
Aurora United Church and has evolved 
into a full program focused on two 
major fundraisers annually.

“I still remember the passion in 
Stephen Lewis’ voice talking about 
these indomitable women who had lost 
all their children and were left to raise 
their grandchildren,” Gross recalls. 
“He was overwhelmed with their 
needs, their resilience, and their love 
of  their grandchildren. These African 
grandmothers love their grandchildren 
just as much as we do, and that’s the 
hook.”

Fellow GranAurora member Lenore 
Pressley was also inspired by Lewis’ 
words and what she viewed as the feeling 
that “nothing was being done to help.”

“I think Stephen Lewis was a 
particularly good role model for the 
kind of  work we do,” says Presley. “His 
whole life was dedicated to giving and 
I think he was an excellent role model 
for us.”

“Justice is my passion and that was his 
passion as well,” she continues. “I see 
no reason to slow down at this point in 
time. In fact, we keep hoping to get even 
more members who are a bit younger 
than us!”

Moira O’Bryan, another member of  
the group, has a similar view on keeping 
momentum going.

“When Stephen Lewis was there 
in Africa witnessing all this, I got the 
impression that the rest of  the world was 
saying ‘Not my problem.’ It’s wonderful 
that he picked that up and now we’re 
continuing that work of  stamping 
the AIDS epidemic right out and 
supporting these grandmothers because, 
yes, we all know how they would feel as 
grandparents and as mothers, and to 
have that feeling of  abandonment, like 
the world just doesn’t care, is just so 
horrible. What we’re trying to say is, yes, 
we do care.”

Adds member Gwyn Gallant: “The 
Stephen Lewis Foundation certainly 
made me far more aware of  what 
was going on in Africa. We’re all 
grandmothers, and we’re all connected 
to our grandchildren, and it just 

Local Grandmothers continue work of Stephen Lewis, foundation
brings things home a lot closer with 
what’s going on there. How can we 
help? GranAurora certainly does help. 
GranAurora has been a real boost for 
the Stephen Lewis Foundation, but it 
would be nowhere without Stephen 
Lewis.”

All money raised by GranAurora 
and the wider Grandmothers to 
Grandmothers Campaign goes directly 
to the Foundation, which has team 
members on the ground to vet all 
proposed projects.

“All of  the initiatives come from the 
grandmothers and we support what 
they need instead of  telling them what 
they need,” says Gross. “I think that’s a 
fairly unique model that perhaps some 
other organizations have adopted that 
a little more, but certainly that’s the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation’s away of  
fundraising. It totally empowers them. 
They’ve gone from needing uniforms 
for their grandchildren to petitioning 

their governments for pensions and 
land rights. They’ve done major strides 
in 20 years.”

And GrandAurora and its members 
will be there for them as long as they 
can.

“Now, [Stephen Lewis’ daughter] 
will continue to be a driving force 
through the Foundation to put an 
end to the AIDS epidemic in Africa 
and we, in turn, will continue our 
work through the Grandmothers to 
Grandmothers campaign to support 
the grandmothers in Africa left to 
raise their grandchildren. All the 
Grandmothers groups across Canada 
have become and will continue to 
be the family that surrounds African 
grandmothers with love and support.”

For more information on GranAurora, 
visit granaurora.ca. For more on the varied 
work of  the Stephen Lewis Foundation, visit 
stephenlewisfoundation.org.

Aurora Mayor Tom Mrakas and Newmarket Mayor John Taylor are pictured with members of GranAurora 
last year ahead of a fundraising concert.					                  File Photo
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 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Why bother? Here’s why.

Brock Weir
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Federal Nature Strategy 
welcomed — but Lake 
Simcoe must be a funding 
priority: Coalition
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The Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition 
(RLSC) welcomed the federal government’s 
newly released nature strategy, “A Force 
of  Nature: Canada’s Strategy to Protect 
Nature”, while calling for Lake Simcoe to 
be identified as a priority for funding.

The federal strategy outlines a national 
approach to protecting ecosystems, 
improving water security, and investing in 
nature-based infrastructure, including the 
development of  Canada’s first National 
Water Security Strategy. 

“These are important commitments, 
and we welcome the direction,” said 
Jonathan Scott, Executive Director of  
the Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition. “But 
there are long-standing and unfulfilled 
funding pledges to Lake Simcoe — one 
of  Canada’s most significant freshwater 
ecosystems — and those commitments 
need to be realized as part of  this plan.”

Lake Simcoe provides drinking water 
for hundreds of  thousands of  Ontarians, 
supports a multi-billion-dollar regional 
economy, and is under increasing pressure 
from population growth, climate change, 
and pollution.

“Lake Simcoe is exactly the kind 
of  watershed this strategy is meant to 
support,” Scott said. “If  Canada is serious 
about protecting freshwater and building 
climate resilience, Lake Simcoe should be 
a priority.”

The Coalition noted strong alignment 
between the federal strategy and its recent 
report, “Protect Our Plan: From Good 
Goals to Practical Progress”, which calls 
for strengthened watershed governance, 
science-based decision-making, and 
coordinated investment.

The report concludes that protecting 
Lake Simcoe requires “transparent 
governance, modernized scientific 
oversight and coordinated funding”, 
priorities that align closely with the federal 
strategy’s objectives.

However, the Coalition emphasized that 
Lake Simcoe faces immediate and growing 
challenges, including rising chloride levels, 
phosphorus loads above target, wetland 
loss, and growing development pressure 
in the watershed. These trends underscore 
the need for focused action and for the 
fulfillment of  a long-standing, bipartisan 
commitment to $40 million in Lake Simcoe 
restoration funding. 

“Canada’s strategy sets an encouraging 
direction,” Scott said. “But Lake Simcoe 
needs more than strategy; it needs funding.”

The Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition said 
the forthcoming National Water Security 
Strategy presents a key opportunity to 
identify priority watersheds and deliver 
meaningful progress.

“Lake Simcoe has long been a model 
for watershed protection with its own 
protection plan,” Scott added. “With 
renewed leadership and investment, it 
can once again become a national success 
story.”

Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition

Easter is one of  my favourite holidays.
While the religious aspect is the main 

element of  the observance, for many it’s 
a time to gather with loved ones, break 
bread, have an egg hunt or two with some 
of  the young’uns, and, yes, indulge in a bit 
of  well-deserved chocolate – I mean, it’s 
only April, but I think we can all agree it’s 
been a long year!

Another bonus is it’s often seen as the 
unofficial start of  spring, particularly when 
Easter is on the earlier side of  things.

No matter your own personal approach 
to Easter, it’s a time of  renewal and 
rejuvenation, and that’s always something 
to be celebrated.

When it comes to renewal and 
rejuvenation, people usually have warmer 
weather, more sun, and the return of  birds, 
flowers, and foliage in mind. That’s all 
valid, and I share in that, but I hope this 
spirit of  renewal and rejuvenation will 
eventually turn to our civic engagement.

People often joke that when you gather 
for dinner, there are a few topics that 
should generally be avoided – with politics, 
religion, and sex usually among the top 
five – but, in our current climate, it’s hard 
to avoid that first one, and my family is no 
exception.

Conversation turned to politics pretty 
quickly, with some of  the assembled crowd 
looking forward to the U.S. midterm 
elections and the change that could 
potentially bring to the United States and 
the world. From there, discussion shifted 
to whether or not we were taking the very 
idea of  midterms decidedly for granted.

It was a fair point. It seems that goalposts 
are constantly shifting south of  our border, 
along with the justifications for doing so. 
But, while so many of  us are focused on 
the U.S. political climate, whether out of  
fascination, horror, or with some degree of  
amusement (I don’t understand that last 
one, personally), it’s a shame we are not 
collectively as engaged and focused in our 
own political climate here at home.

On April 2, just before the start of  the 
Easter long weekend, the Province of  
Ontario announced a potentially significant 
shift in our governance structure.

Should the Better Regional Governance 
Act 2026 be adopted, the Minister of  
Municipal Affairs and Housing will have 
the power to appoint upper-tier Council 
Chairs in eight jurisdictions, including 
Simcoe County, where such positions were 
elected by the general public or appointed 
by the duly-elected Regional Council. In 
areas like York and Peel Regions where the 
Minister had the power for the outgoing 
term of  Council only, this power will be 
expanded into the future.

Moreover, the appointed chairs will be 
granted “Strong Chair” powers to “help 
them deliver on government priorities, 
such as housing and infrastructure.”

“We will always support our municipal 
partners, both lower- and upper-tier, in 
delivering locally-led solutions that offer 
value for taxpayers and speed up decision-
making,” said Rob Flack, Minister of  
Municipal Affairs and Housing. “These 
changes provide the necessary tools for 
local leadership to advance our shared 
priorities and better serve our communities, 
including by expediting housing and 
infrastructure development.”

I don’t see how the changes support 
municipal partners at either tier or, for that 
matter, local leadership in any way. In my 
opinion, it simply seems to be another step 
in upending municipal government as we 
know it.

Over the 2022-2026 term of  Council, 
communities like ours were granted Strong 
Mayor powers by the Province, ostensibly 
to give Heads of  Council the ability to 
unilaterally shape municipal departments, 
advance Provincial priorities, and, most 
importantly and controversially, the ability 
to override decisions made by the majority 
of  Council if  they don’t align with said 
Provincial priorities.

Many of  the Mayors at the receiving 
end of  such powers have used them – the 
justification for doing so depending on who 
you talk to and what political allegiances you 
might have – in the face of  decisions made 
by their duly-elected Council colleagues, 
creating a fraught situation going into this 
year’s municipal election.

Concerns aren’t unjustified.
Candidates who put themselves forward 

to represent their community in the 2022 
municipal election did so to foster change, 
make a difference, represent the views of  
their ward constituents, and, if  they liked 
the way things were going, do their best to 
maintain Council momentum.

Those seeking re-election or considering 
a first-time run for a Council seat can be 
forgiven if  they hesitate before making a 
final decision to put their name on the ballot 
when the process begins next month.

If  the work they do on behalf  of  their 
constituents can be overridden by the 
Strong Mayor of  their Town or City, with 

the vague notion of  “Provincial Priorities,” 
it’s perfectly understandable if  they feel the 
urge to step back and ask, “Why bother?”

Now, we’ve got a new wrinkle.
Should Regional Chairs be ultimately 

granted Strong Chair powers, where does 
that leave our Strong Mayors should their 
own definitions of  “Provincial Priorities” 
clash? Well, the Region is called an “upper 
tier” municipality for a reason, so the 
decision of  the Strong Chair would, one 
supposes, naturally win the day, regardless of  
the views of  the Strong Mayor, the Council 
in question, and the residents who put them 
there.

Say what you will about Strong Mayor 
powers – and you do – but at least those 
feats of  “strength” are being wielded by 
individuals who were duly elected by the 
citizens they represent. Not so the Strong 
Chairs who will be directly appointed by 
the Ministry, regardless of  their experience, 
their ties to the Regions they will lead, or the 
issues of  the day.

Will mayoral candidates, incumbent 
or otherwise, one day find themselves also 
asking, “Why bother?” as well?

One group that is certainly asking, 
“Why bother?” are potential school trustee 
candidates.

Whether they’re “former” trustees 
from the Peel District School Board or the 
York Catholic District School Board who 
have been unceremoniously discarded by 
the Ministry of  Education in favour of  a 
Ministry-appointed supervisor, or active and 
engaged parents hoping to step up for the 
first time and represent the voices of  other 
engaged parents and guardians at the table, 
they don’t know at press time if  there will 
even be a position to run for.

Maybe the question they’re asking isn’t, 
“Why bother?” but rather, “What’s the 
point?”

It’s a fair question, and one can only hope 
the question itself  isn’t the point.

But the point and the reason to bother is 
to ensure our collective voices are heard.

Thursday’s announcement is just the 
latest example where local voices are at 
risk of  being diminished all for the sake 
of  “Provincial Priorities.” While the 
latest efforts to dismiss trustees, blunt 
the power of  a Councillor’s vote, and 
now undermine the powers so recently 
bestowed to Strong Mayors might be 
disheartening, it’s more important than 
ever before to put yourselves forward, 
fight back, and ensure the voices of  our 
community members continue to have 
an impact.

It can only be hoped that the U.S. 
midterm elections go ahead this year 
as anticipated and as enshrined by law; 
by a similar token, it can only be hoped 
the Provincial Government doesn’t see 
the 2030 Municipal Election as another 
hurdle in the way of  its “priorities.” 
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Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

GETTING  
THINGS DONE

Kim Wheatley
Traditional Anishinaabe Grandmother

WALKING THE 
SWEETGRASS 

ROAD

I am encouraged by last 
week’s  federal-provincial 
announcement to reduce municipal 
development charges by 50 percent 
on new homes for the next three years 
— this is a meaningful step that has 
the potential to unlock housing starts 
on stalled approved projects, and get 
shovels in the ground faster, including 
here in Aurora.

Together with the previous week’s 
announcement to remove the HST 
on new home purchases, it’s clear that 
real action is being taken to make 
homeownership more attainable.

Just as important, I am pleased to see 

the commitment from both levels of  
government to ensure municipalities 
are properly funded. Development 
charges are a critical funding source 
that support essential infrastructure 
— from roads and water to parks and 
community spaces — and without 
proper funding, those costs would 
ultimately fall on existing taxpayers, 

which I do not support.
Here in Aurora, we’ve done our part 

— reducing red tape, streamlining 
approvals, and supporting a range 
of  housing options that align with 
our Official Plan. Since 2023, we’ve 
approved more than 4,200 new 
residential units, already over halfway 
to our 2031 target.

In  the coming  weeks, Staff  will 
review the details of  these new 
programs  to ensure this approach 
works for Aurora, supporting housing 
delivery while protecting financial 
stability and the services residents 
rely on.

Here we are four months into 
2026 with chaos happening around 
the world! I am deeply disturbed by 
the worldwide politics and lack of  
solutions. Violence is never the answer 
to me and there are belief  systems 
rooted in Indigenous teachings that 
warns of  irreparable harms from weak 
choices like violence.

The greater good of  the people 
never benefit from the selfishness of  
violence. The losses are heartbreaking 
but also decimating to the world of  
purpose that each human is born into 
this word with. 

We are taught as Indigenous People 
that creation makes no mistakes. We 
are all born with gifts and purpose 
that are meant to support “mino 
biimaadiziwin”, the Good Life! It is a 
truth that each human belongs in the 
circle of  humanity and the equality 
of  that circle reminds us that it is not 
complete without YOU.

The traditional teaching shared by 
ancestral knowledge keepers reminds 
us EACH one of  us holds a unique 
gift that other parts of  creation do 
not have. This gift gives us power and 
must always be used wisely. It is called 
free will. This power can change 
history when exerted, to delve into the 
realms of  good and bad for sure, but 
also it impacts all of  creation, not just 
humans. Wise choices for the greater 
good will always matter. We humans 
have that power every single moment 
in our lives.

It is super important to learn lessons 
from a lifewalk that propels humanity 
into its highest purpose and potential 

and in my mind violence is never the 
best option under any circumstances. 

Historically, Indigenous People took 
relationships and responsibilities so 
seriously that balance in all areas of  
life needed to be considered. The pros 
and cons of  any decision big or small, 
were afforded endless discussion and 
review by all members of  a community.

The impacts, the benefits, the 
outcomes were never random because 
the foundation of  respect, relationship, 
responsibility and reciprocity were 
unwavering guidance principles.

These values seem to be receding in 
the realms of  leadership and politics 
today worldwide.

So, I wonder, if  this is true, how can 
we as individuals, communities and 
nations continue to support these roles? 
I truly believe we need a leadership 
overhaul. We as the recipients of  
leadership choices should be able to 
trust that those elected into power 
represent the needs of  the greater 
good and not the privileged few. 

It is deeply disappointing to me 
personally to not trust so much of  
what is released into the world today.

It is disturbing to constantly feel 
unsafe and attacked. It is wrong to 
accept violence on any level as normal. 

Opinion pieces are something I 
tend to keep to myself  and my inner 
circle, but I want to nudge readers and 
community into something new. A form 
of  action coined as reconciliAction. 
I challenge readers to speak up and 
speak out…kindly and inclusively. 
If  you don’t like what is going on 
around you what will you do about it. 
Reconciling is everyone’s work. We are 
all capable of  changemaking for the 
greater good which is not just human 
relations but relations with creation as 
well at all levels.

It is shocking to see the desecration 
of  Earth, which impacts every single 
human not to mention all other 
aspects of  beings in Creation. It is 
horrifying to witness the violence 
committed against our Mother the 
Earth due to endless war, greed and 
self-gain. 

It is not my role to preach or judge, 
but I am not blind to the illusion 
of  modern progress that dismisses 
centuries of  balance and harmony.

Every single nation holds stories 
of  truth that committed to ensuring 
care for those that would come after 
us.

I am crossing my fingers that historic 
amnesia will be wiped away and the 
urgent need for immediate change 
will become the norm. It is never 
too late to make a good decision. It’s 
putting that good decision work into 
action...not just talking but actually 
walking the talk as it is said.

INSIDE AURORA
Scott Johnston

Home Sweet 
Home Show

Back to Class!
During those few years before our beloved Church Street 
School opened in 1886, local teachers at the small Aurora 
Public School were calling students inside with this hand 
bell (63.9.3).  We do not know if it was replaced with anoth-
er hand bell following 1910, or if the large installed bell (our 
cupola is also, in fact, a belfry!) took over that role. This also 
serves as a sad reminder that, until the end of the school 
year, there are very few extra days off for students.  School’s 
not out just yet!

Whether you’re aware of  it or not, there’s 
something that needs an upgrade in your 
home.

Maybe the flagstones in the path to your 
front door are lifting, or there may be some 
loose shingles on your roof. Your kitchen 
counter may be really scratched or the 
cupboards outdated. Perhaps the paint in 
your bedroom could use a fresh coat. And 
has that squeaking floorboard in the hallway 
always been that loud?

Whatever it is that makes your home less 
than perfect, you may be so used to it that 
you’ve not thought about it much, but you 
sure will after a visit to this week-end’s Home 
Show, presented by the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce.

Wandering down the aisles of  SARC 
you’ll see everything from sunrooms to hot 
tubs, decks to millwork, and flooring to 
eavestroughs.

Sometimes a potential target of  repair or 
upgrade to your home is obvious, such as 
a cracked or heaving driveway that needs 
repaving. But you’ll soon come to realize that 
it’s not just the visible stuff, but the invisible 
as well, that may be an issue. This could 
be anything from parging to insulation to 
the health of  that big maple tree in your 
backyard.

Even if  your home is in unusually good 
repair, we live in a rapidly changing world, 
and there’re always upgrades in technology 
and materials to consider.  The brand-new 
house you moved into last year had all the 
latest features, but may already have less-
than-smart smart lighting or an obsolete 
security system.

Of course, the folks at the Show selling 
these products will be more than happy 
to point these things out, and explain the 
advantages and benefits of  an upgrade 
featuring their wares, and the disadvantages 
of  putting things off  and delaying.

Even if  you’re aware of  a fix you need, and 
head to the Show planning to talk with some 
landscape experts, for example, inevitably 
you’ll leave not only with some ideas about 
gardens, pathway lighting and retaining 
walls, but with a handful of  brochures that 
will get you debating whether instead you 
should be turning your thoughts to new 
air conditioning, a garage door opener or 
windows.  Or perhaps, them all?

It’s unlikely that people will tackle too 
many different projects at once, though, as 
potential renovations to a home are never 
cheap. Why else would there be booths at 
the Show featuring friendly financial and 
banking experts?

Fortunately, for immediate sanity 
assistance, if  you feel inundated with repair-
related overload, there’s always comfort food 
available in the form of  baked goods, burgers 
and chocolate.

Another comfort in all this is that you’re 
not alone. As the milling crowds will attest, 
there are many Aurorans in the same boat 
as yourself.  

You see them blissfully entering the Show 
planning to simply wander the aisles and 
find out what’s new, while maybe picking 
up a pastry, free tote bag and a few pens. An 
hour later they’re frantically racing home to 
measure their backyard for a new pool.

In the end, the onslaught of  potential 
repairs, upgrades and changes could 
overwhelm you. It may even be enough 
for you to throw your hands up in the air in 
surrender and contemplate just selling your 
home and starting over fresh in a new place.  

If  so, you’re in luck, because the Show will 
also feature a number of  vendors specializing 
in real estate. 

Thank You
Many thanks to the Aurora Public 

Library for hosting my recent exhibit of  
cartoons, and to everyone who came out 
over the past several weeks to see them.  If  
you’d like to continue to support the local 
artistic community, I encourage you to enjoy 
the wonderful work of   Sanaz Panahpour 
Darehshouri, which is now on display.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
 machellscorners@gmail.com

ReconcilAction 
is a verb!
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for the York Regional District School 
Board. It’s a role she’s taken on 
enthusiastically since being elected, 
but, like so many Education Trustees 
across Ontario, just how long that role 
will continue to exist is a question she 
has been left asking.

Ontario’s Ministry of  Education 

continues its study into the role and the 
future of  school boards and education 
trustees across the Province.

Here at home, the York Catholic 
District School Board (YCDSB) is 
currently without an active Board 
of  Trustees after the Ministry 
of  Education took control of  
the Board and appointed Carrie 

Kormos as “Supervisor” of  the 
YCDSB following what the Ministry 
described as “serious concerns about 
infighting and long-term financial 
unsustainability that risk disrupting 
learning and undermining student 
success.”

“As part of  its plan to protect 
Ontario and ensure students are 
prepared for the jobs of  tomorrow, 
these actions will help the Province 
restore sound financial management 
at these boards and ensure that every 
dollar invested is preparing students 
with practical skills for good-paying, 
stable careers,” said the Province in a 
statement.

Added Education Minister Paul 
Calandra: “After careful review, it is 
clear that both Peel and York Catholic 
are facing serious challenges that they 
cannot resolve on their own. I have 
appointed supervisors to restore 
sound management, strengthen 
oversight, and ensure every decision 
is focused on protecting student 
learning and success.”

But the Ministry has not yet ruled 
out the wholesale elimination of  
school boards as its review continues.

While the York Region District 
School Board has not come under 
the same level of  Provincial scrutiny 
as its Catholic counterpart, Wright 
says she sees the role of  Education 
Trustee as “essential” at the 
community level.

“We’re a touchpoint for community 
members, which I think is really 
important,” she tells The Auroran. 
“I just looked at the role [when 
putting myself  forward] as being 
very important to that connection 
between community, whether that be 
staff, students, community members, 
and the Board. I think it’s essential 
they have that comfort level and 
someone to reach out to that’s going 
to take their ideas and any of  their 
concerns and bring it to the Board 
level.

“Sometimes it’s just a matter of  
redirection, and I’ve found that a lot 
in the last three years – it’s people 
reaching out because they don’t 
know where else to go. I didn’t know 
that at the time, but I think that’s an 
essential part of  my role – getting 
people going in the right direction.”

While Wright says the role is 
important, she has not yet made 
a decision on whether to seek re-
election in Aurora and Whitchurch-
Stouffville in the 2026 Municipal 
Election, should the role continue to 
exist in its current form, citing the 

challenge of  balancing her Board 
work with her full-time job. 

“It’s a hard decision to make. I’m 
just not sure if  I’m ready to give up 
on the role or not, to be honest,” 
she says. “It’s an essential role. 
We’re there to make sure the staff  
are doing their job – there’s no way 
they can hire a team of  people for 
the amount that they pay trustees 
and the work that we do. They can’t 
replace that. We’re a non-partisan 
person that anyone feels they can 
come to with their issues, whereas 
if  you’re hiring supervisors like they 
have in some of  the other Boards, it’s 
their hired person as opposed to an 
elected person.”

As she looks back on the 2022-
2026 Board term so far, one of  the 
issues Wright says she’s particularly 
proud of  is her work with her fellow 
Trustees in bringing back applied 
math after it was de-streamed for 
high school students.

“Ourselves and a couple of  the 
other Boards had de-streamed Grade 
10 as well, and we just found, based 
on reports and different data that 
we were looking at, hearing from a 
lot of  parents that there were a lot 
of  struggles because only Academic 
math was available. Technically 
they kind of  took a step back at the 
Ministry level and didn’t de-stream 
Grade 10 as quickly as we thought 
it was going to happen. It was great 
to see us bringing the concerns of  
the community forward, looking at 
data with staff, and then the staff  
saying, ‘You know what? Let’s take a 
step back. We’ll add back in Applied 
math in Grade 10, so that opens up 
more pathways for students who 
aren’t comfortable taking Academic 
[courses].”

Melanie Wright serves as Public Education 
Trustee for Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville. 

YRDSB PHOTO

Trustee says role is vital link to community  
as Provincial review continues 
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289.319.1060Limited-time lease offer provided through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI on approved credit. Representative lease example based on a new and
previously unregistered 2026 Crosstrek Convenience model (TXACP). Lease Vehicle Price is $33,460, which includes: MSRP $30,595; freight and PDI
$2,295; dealer administration fee $549, Air Conditioning Surcharge $100, OMVIC Fee $22, Tire Resource Recovery Environmental Fee $25, PPSA Fee
$24, PPSA Service Fee $4, Security $399; as well as all other applicable fees, levies and duties (all of which may vary by dealer). Applicable sales taxes,
license, registration and insurance are extra. Lease APR of 2.49% for 36 months. Lease payments of $83 weekly with $1,950 down payment. Total of 156
weekly lease payments required. Lease end value $20,505.60 with $3162.59 due on delivery. $14,898 total lease obligation. Lease based on a maximum
of 16,000 km per year for 36 months, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Offer ends April 30, 2026. See NewRoads Subaru Newmarket for details.

Subaru Newmarket
17415 Yonge Street, Newmarket   nrsubaru.ca
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Victoria Hall renovations soon to get 
Committee review

Slated renovations to historic Victoria 
Hall are set to be reviewed by Aurora’s 
Heritage Advisory Committee (HAC) 
next week.

The renovation program, which was 
approved by Council this past winter, will 
include the removal and replacement 
of  the current addition on the back 
of  the building dating to the 1970s to 
improve accessibility, the construction 
of  an accessible ramp and stairs to the 
rear of  the structure, the relocation 
of  washroom facilities, removing the 
existing drop ceiling to open a cathedral 
ceiling concept, restoration of  bricks and 
masonry, and the construction of  a new 
floor structure.

“The intent of  the capital project is to 
refurbish Victoria Hall and enable the 
adaptive reuse of  the site,” said Adam 
Robb, Manager of  Policy Planning 
and Heritage for the Town of  Aurora, 
in a report set to come before HAC 
on Monday. “The Heritage Impact 
Assessment ultimately concludes that the 
proposals conserves the cultural heritage 
value of  the site and represents a minimal 
and acceptable impact.”

The Heritage Impact Assessment, 
prepared by consultants from Giaimo, 

states the proposed work, particularly the 
planned one-storey glass addition and 
accessibility improvements, will “support 
the continued viable use of  the heritage 
building while conserving its identified 
heritage attributes.”

The Assessment notes the brick 
masonry is in generally good condition, 
but there has been deterioration at the 
site of  buttresses, around the existing 
windows, and around the main entrance 
archway. There is also loss of  mortar 
in certain areas, while the existing 
rubblestone foundation may need 
repointing.

Existing woodwork was found to be in 
good condition overall.

“The proposal retains the historic 
building while introducing new work in 
a contemporary architectural language,” 
say Consultants. “The primary entrance 
is proposed through the new addition 
rather than through the historic exit 
on Mosley Street. The historic Mosley 
Street entrance is shown as an exit in the 
current plan. The scheme illustrates a 
new entrance addition as a lightweight, 
transparent volume set against the 
existing buff  brick heritage building. The 
addition appears to be predominantly 
glazed, with a flat roof  and narrow-
profile framing, allowing the existing 
form, brickwork, and steep gable of  

Victoria Hall to remain visually legible 
behind it. The new work reads as clearly 
contemporary and distinguishable from 
the historic structure. Overall, the current 
proposal seeks to support the long-term 
use of  Victoria Hall while maintaining 
the existing heritage building as the 
defining built form on the site.”

“The proposed development 
represents minimal to minor and 
acceptable impact on the designated 
heritage resource,” the report concludes. 
“Victoria Hall will be retained in situ, and 
its cultural heritage value will continue to 
be expressed through the conservation 
of  its historic form, buff  brick masonry, 
pointed openings, buttresses, roof  
profile, datestone, and other identified 
heritage attributes. While the proposal 
includes a new glazed entrance addition 

and accessibility upgrades, these 
interventions can be accommodated in 
a manner that remains compatible with 
the heritage resource. The proposed 
work also creates an opportunity to 
address existing areas of  deterioration 
through appropriate restoration and 
rehabilitation work, including masonry 
repair, removal of  unsympathetic 
parging, repair of  wood elements, 
and selective restoration of  the north 
entrance where feasible.”

Renovations to Victoria Hall were 
approved by Council at its February 
meeting in a session that proved 
contentious.

Originally earmarked for $500,000 
in the 2026 Budget, costs subsequently 
rose, resulting in an approved budget of  
$2.182 million.

An artist's rendering of how Victoria Hall is projected to look after interior renovations. 
Image courtesy of the Town of Aurora

Since entering public 
life, safety is one of  
the concerns that has 
come up again and 
again in conversations 
across our community. 
Canadians have been 
clear: crime is rising, 
and they no longer 
feel the same sense of  
security in their own 
homes. 

What I hear most 
often is simple and 
deeply human. A home 
is where families live, where children 
sleep, where people should feel safest. 
Yet, with the rise in crime, that sense 
of  safety has been shaken. Many are 
asking whether our laws truly stand 
with victims. 

It is in response to these concerns 
that I introduced my first private 
member’s bill, the  Stand on Guard 
Act. 

Currently, Canadians who act in 
self  defence during home invasions are 
too often dragged through lengthy and 

costly court battles all 
to justify their actions 
while defending their 
family and home from 
illegal intruders. In 
many cases, this process 
fails to accommodate 
the reality of  a home 
invasion, where 
decisions are made 
in seconds and under 
extremely difficult 
conditions, under fear 
and in the middle of  the 
night. 

The principle behind this legislation 
is straightforward: your home should 
have a special status under the law. 
When someone unlawfully enters it, the 
law should begin with the presumption 
that you acted reasonably to protect 
yourself  and your family, unless proven 
otherwise. 

I remain focused on ensuring that 
Canada’s laws reflect both the realities 
faced by residents and the fundamental 
expectation that Canadians should feel 
safe in their own homes. 
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More Than a Home Show! Where Ideas Come to Life!

Design, Build, Refresh — and More!
Everything for Your Home — Inside and Out!

Super fun activities in our KidZ Zone!
Enjoy delicious food from our Optimist Pub & Grill!
Win Chamber Bucks in our NEW money machine!

FREE ADMISSION

EVENT SPONSOR: COMMUNITY BUILDER SPONSORS:GOLD SPONSORS:

EVENT PARTNER:

www.aurorahomeshow.ca

Sunday, April 12, 10am-4pm
Saturday April 11, 9am-5pm

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
1400 Wellington Street East

aurora online inc.
20521 centre street mount albert, on l0G 1m0 
t (905) 222-2022 (905) 222-2022 F (866) 812-7442 (866) 812-7442 
auroraonline.com | rob@auroraonline.com

Our services include:
 Flexible Tech Support: Get help when you need it, with   
     both on-site and remote support for Windows and Mac.

Complete Web Services: From reliable web hosting 
to custom website creation, we build your on-line home.

Total Security: Protect your data with our robust  
backup, anti-virus, and anti-spam solutions.

Lower Your Costs: Switch to our VoIP services and  
significantly reduce your monthly phone bill.

Struggling with TECH ISSUES or need a Professional WEB SITE

     schuetzeRob
We offer special rates for not-for-profit organizations 

Contact us today for a free consultation  
and see how we can simplify your technology.

  

Power Forward Grant awarded to aspiring music producer
Grant is initiative of Aurora Black Community Association

Keil Thomas was joined in the centre of Council Chambers by Mayor Tom Mrakas and Councillors 
Rachel Gilliland, John Gallo, Ron Weese, and Harold Kim, and, representing the Aurora Black 
Community Association (ABC), Bobbie Marshall, Phiona Durrant, and Ibrahim Njingun Shu, to receive 
the Power Forward grant last week. 					       Photo courtesy of the ABC

An aspiring young music producer 
was honoured by the Aurora Black 
Community Association with its 2026 
Power Forward Grant.

Keil Thomas was honoured by the 
Aurora Black Community Association 
(ABC) and Aurora Council at last 
week’s Council meeting where ABC 
Founder and President Phiona 
Durrant explained how the grant 
will help Thomas propel his business 
forward.

“The Power Forward Grant is about 
economic empowerment. Change 
doesn’t happen without economic 
empowerment,” said Durrant, noting 
Thomas’ impact within the ABC 
itself. “Keil, we thank you for showing 
up in the community, we congratulate 
you on your entrepreneur journey, 
and this uplifts you. We don’t just 
give money, this is not just a give-out, 
it’s how mentorship will be provided 
to these youths. Financial literacy is 
provided so it’s not just ‘take this and 
go.’ There’s three months of  training 
provided to [grant recipients] about 
how to use money, how we invest, and 
how we give back to our community.”

In turn, Thomas thanked the ABC 
for its support, which he said made 

him “extremely happy and grateful,” 
and Durrant herself, who he said was 
“supportive to so many people.”

“I’d also like to thank my parents 
for their support and the way they 
encouraged me to try things,” said the 
honouree. “Thank you for being here 
to help me develop my business idea 
and for giving me so much support 
throughout this journey.

“This grant will really help move 
my new DJ business forward. I’ll 
now be able to get some of  the 
equipment I still need, and it will 
help me with marketing costs like 
business cards and some of  my 
website services. I’m really looking 
forward to the entrepreneurship 
training, mentorship, and business 
development coaching. This will all 
help me as I work towards my goal of  
becoming a music producer.”

Thomas was congratulated by 
Mayor Tom Mrakas and members of  
Council, with Ward 1 Councillor Ron 
Weese asking the grant recipient to 
share more about his journey and the 
memories he’s made along the way.

“I would say the people that I’ve 
been surrounded with and the people 
that I will meet along the way that 
are here to help me and support 
me,” Thomas replied. “I’d say that’s 
definitely one of  the most memorable 

and most important moments of  this 
journey.”

Support was also offered by Ward 
6 Councillor Harold Kim, who 
highlighted the impact of  the Power 
Forward program.

“This isn’t just about financial 
support, it’s about belief. It’s about 
the community saying, ‘We see you, 
we see your effort, and we want to 
walk the journey with you,” said 
Councillor Kim. “You didn’t get 
here by accident. I suspect, Keil; 
that behind this award is a story – a 
story of  persistence, of  showing up 
when it would have been easier not 
to, of  carrying ambition alongside 
uncertainty, and still choosing to 
move forward. That takes courage, 
and it takes resilience – the kind 
that doesn’t always get applause, 
but absolutely deserves recognition. 
[This] grant is not a handout, it’s an 
investment – an investment in your 
potential, your vision, and your future 
contribution to this community.

“Aurora is stronger when young 
men and women like you are 
empowered to grow, to lead, and 
to build something meaningful, 
whether that’s a career, a business, 
or a new path entirely. I hope you 
will carry this moment with you. On 
the days when things feel heavy or 

progress feels slow, remember that 
this community believes in you. 
We’re cheering you on, and we’re 
excited to see where you take this 
next chapter. 

“Programs like Power Forward 
matter because they don’t just talk 
about opportunity, they create it. 
They remove barriers, they open 
doors, and they remind us that 
talent is everywhere, even when 
opportunity isn’t. This is what 
community looks like. It’s not 
just policies or plans, it’s people 
supporting people, it’s mentorship, 
it’s encouragement, it’s standing 
behind one another and saying your 
success matters to us.”

Added Mayor Mrakas: “I think 
we’re all going to be watching for 
you and seeing how you’re going to 
represent Aurora on the world stage 
because I can see a lot of  things 
in your future. You’re a promising 
young man and we’re very proud of  
you…. 

“Phiona and the entire Aurora 
Black Community Association, you 
guys do phenomenal work and we 
really appreciate the work that you 
do. We’re very proud that you’ve 
partnered together to bring forward 
a lot of  these activities and events to 
really uplift our community.”
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VENDOR APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

We’re decking the halls once again and inviting unique, passionate
vendors to join us in making HollyFest even more magical in its

second year. After an incredible inaugural event,
we’re excited to welcome new businesses and continue growing

Orangeville Citizen’s signature holiday shopping experience.

If you’re ready to showcase your products, connect with an engaged
community, join a festive tradition in the making,

we’d love to have you at HollyFest and share in the magic!

Saturday, November 21, 2026 - 9am to 4pm; and 
Sunday, November 22, 2026 - 10am to 3pm

Indoors at the Orangeville Fairgrounds, 
247090 Side Rd 5, Mono

To apply to be a vendor at the show, scan the
QR code, visit our website or email

shows@lpcmedia.ca for a vendor application form.
Apply before June 1, 2026 and be eligible for early

acceptance on June 26.

orangevillehollyfest.ca
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Now Open Headline
Now open!

Coffee Offer
Free Small Premium Roast Coffee 

March 30 - April 25

Coffee Legal
Limit one per person per day. Only at 
this location. Front counter and 
drive-thru only. Not valid with kiosk, 
McDonald’s app or delivery orders.
© 2026 McDonald’s Printed in 
Canada.

Now Open
Curbex Mini B

Stop by to celebrate and see the new look!

Saturday, April 11:   11:00 AM – 3:30 PM  
RIBBON CUTTING with the MAYOR: 11:30 AM

Join us for our  
GRAND RE-OPENING

ALLAURA BLVD & YONGE  ST.

RE-OPENING

Mother’s Day tea will be “Afternoon of Wonder” 
with Hope House

Hope House Hospice will host its 
second-annual High Tea on Sunday, 
May 3, just in time to get a head-start 
on Mother’s Day.

Built around the theme of  “Step 
into an Afternoon of  Wonder,” this 
year’s event, which will take place 
at Newmarket’s Old Town Hall, 
will feature traditional tea fare, 
including decadent pastries, finger 
sandwiches and scones prepared 
by Million Mouthfuls Catering, live 
entertainment, a silent auction and 
raffles, and more, with all proceeds 
benefiting compassionate care in 
Aurora and King.

Specifically, ticket sales will support 
the In-Home Visiting Hospice 
Volunteer Program coordinated 
by the Aurora-based community 
hospice, which provides specialized, 
compassionate support to individuals 
in the comforts of  their own home.

“This is a magical afternoon you 
won’t want to miss,” says Heidi 
Bonner, Executive Director of  Hope 
House. “We invite everyone to don 
their finest headwear, vintage hat or 
fascinator, and join in the fun. This 
event is a wonderful opportunity for 
the community to come together to 
support our programs, and it makes 
a great gift idea for Mother’s Day.”

Tickets are $100 per person and 
all proceeds will stay within the 

community.
Last year’s event was a sell-out 

well in advance and Hope House’s 
Director of  Development, Rhonda 
Flanagan, hopes support will be just 
as strong in its second year.

“This year’s event is aimed at 
bringing some awareness as well as 
raising funds to support our hospice 
programs in the community and 
[focusing on] our in-home visiting 
hospice volunteer program. We could 
use more volunteers for the program, 
but in addition to that, there’s always 
the need for additional funding,” says 
Flanagan. “Our in-home visiting 
volunteer provides non-medical, 
emotional and social support for 
individuals with life-limiting illness 
and their families. What we have 
available is trained volunteers that 
go into people’s homes, they provide 
companionship, some caregiver 
respite, and some practical help with 
things like light chores, reading and 
that type of  thing for two to four 
hours a week, always at no cost, and 
these volunteers are actually quite 
essential in helping our clients to 
maintain their quality of  life while 
staying in their homes.”

People always prefer to stay in their 
own homes if  care is needed, and as 
Hope House is a community hospice 
rather than a residential hospice, 
all of  their programs are out in the 
community supporting people where 
they are.

“The idea is to be there for them for 
their whole journey and that’s what 
these volunteers allow us to do. We’re 
there for people from the moment of  
diagnosis with their life-threatening 
illness, as well as for people who care 
for them – and we’re there afterwards 
for people that are bereaved,” says 
Flanagan.

“We have a lot of  people asking 
for a match in this area, and it’s 
difficult sometimes to get the word 
out and have people realize that 
this is an opportunity to volunteer. 
We’re looking for people from every 
background too because oftentimes 
we have people who request that they 
would like someone with a specific 
language, for example. The more 
that we can get this information out, 
then hopefully the more that we can 
attract more volunteers and be able 
to provide the supports that people 
are requesting from us.”

May’s High Tea is an afternoon 
“celebrating the women in our lives 
as well as those we cherish in our 
memories,” and it’s also a chance to 
“rally around our hospice programs 
and to celebrate the impactful work 
of  Hope House in the community.”

“Every ticket sold, every donation 
made impacts our ability to provide 
these essential services out in the 
community,” says Flanagan. “The 
event itself  is just a fun-filled 
afternoon where people can come 
out, gather your girlfriends, your 
moms, your daughters, your aunts, 

your besties and join us to take this 
opportunity to kick back, relax, and 
have a little fun.”

And, she adds, the fellas are 
welcome, too!

“Oftentimes, programs or events 
like this, awareness is often the first 
step towards support. So, many 
people are unaware of  the resources 
that are actually available to them 
when they are dealing with a life-
threatening illness or during a time 
of  grief. In addition to our in-home 
visiting programs, we also offer 
programs for all ages. We have our 
Children’s HUUG program, Help 
Us Understand Grief, which people 
often don’t know or realize, we have 
caregiver support programs, we have 
wellness programs that are ongoing, 
monthly. People are unaware of  the 
resources that are available to them 
in their own communities. All of  our 
programs are always free of  charge. 
If  this helps us get that information 
out there, then we’ve achieved our 
goal.

“We really encourage people to 
come out to don their finest hats 
or their fascinators and join us. 
There’s everything from door prizes 
to delectable treats, and it’s just, it’s 
a great gift, I think, for Mother’s 
Day. I know a number of  people are 
bringing their moms and we would 
love them to come out and join us.”

For more information, including tickets, 
visit hopehousehospice.com/hightea.

Last year’s tea was a tremendous success for Hope House Hospice. 	               Contributed photo
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Enjoy personalized professional support.
In addition to Amica Aurora Promenade’s premium amenities, 
exceptional dining and convenient location, our residence offers 
distinct Independent Living, Assisted Living and Memory Care 
lifestyles. Our vibrant Independent Living option gives residents  
the chance to live on their own terms, knowing care is available  
if they need it.  

“Amica’s unique discovery process  

and individual wellness assessment can 

help you choose your ideal lifestyle,  

with the option of transferring to a 

different one down the road”, says  

Mary Ann Baetiong, Director of Wellness 

at Amica Aurora Promenade.

Who is a good candidate for Assisted Living?
Assisted Living is for discerning seniors who want the freedom 
to live each day as they like, along with 24/7 support and on-site 
nurses. Your wellness plan can include full support with daily 
tasks, such as bathing, dressing, medication administration 
and other services. Take advantage of the fitness centre, home 
theatre, entertainment and excursions, too. 

When is Memory Care best?
If loved ones have noticed that a senior at home is repeating 
conversations or losing their way outside, it may be time for  
Memory Care.

Amica’s best-in-class Memory Care empowers seniors with 
dementia to enjoy enriching activities and social connections. 
The dedicated Memory Care floor at Amica Aurora Promenade’s 
offers single and one-bedroom suites, elegant dining rooms, a 
sensory wall, and an outdoor terrace with garden beds.

With expert care, exceptional dining and well-appointed 
amenities, discover the possibilities of inspired senior living  
at Amica Aurora Promenade.  

Select suites are on promotion for a limited time! Inquire 
today and book a visit when you call Community Relations 
Directors, Barb and Kim, at 905-726-2220.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO LEARN MORE OR  
VISIT AMICA.CA/AURORA-PROMENADE

15190 YONGE STREET

Discover the Best Care at 
Amica Aurora Promenade

Record-breaking Maple Syrup crop harvested 
by Sappers in Northwest Aurora

It’s been a bountiful Spring for the 
Sugaring Aurora Project.

The maple syrup co-op—comprised of  
18 families whose properties extend into a 
Sugar Maple bush in northwest Aurora—
shattered its production record during the 
wee hours of  Wednesday morning.  

On its eighth and final boil of  the 2026 
season, SAP’s intrepid finishing team pulled 
the evaporator pan laden with bubbling 
syrup from the wood stove at 1.15 a.m. and 
decanted more than 20 liters of  dark, late-
season “goodness.”

Dave Hunt, co-founder of  the Sugaring 
Aurora Project, labeled the group’s final 
sweet product as “The Dark Side of  the 
Moon: Batch 8A.”

During the decanting process in the 
Sugar Shack, Hunt speculated that the 
2026 yield had reached approximately 150 
liters. However, after the kitchen team had 
methodically filtered, re-boiled, and sealed 
the precious liquids in mason jars, Hunt 
fine-tuned the final count: “After the last 
liters were jarred, we had achieved a new 
record of  147 gorgeous bottles of  syrup.

The 147 liters of  organic maple syrup—
derived from eight boiling sessions—
eclipsed SAP’s previous record of  125 set 
twice previously in the group’s eight-season 
history, but Hunt acknowledged that those 
record-setting crops were completed “with 
thirteen separate boils each year.”  

The tireless leader of  the group 
expressed his gratitude toward dozens of  
neighbours, especially their concerted effort 
in late-March.

“Everyone put in dedicated hours 
during our most impressive run. That was 
an extraordinary amount of  sap to process 
and we did it with such commitment.”

The season didn’t start in the most 
promising manner. The first three boils in 
early-March yielded only 30 liters of  syrup. 
However, climatic conditions changed 

dramatically in late-March and the 
Moraine Sugar Bush starting producing 
sap at incredible rates.  It was all hands on 
deck at the five depots.

Neighbours, many clad in their 
traditional red-and-black plaid SAP jackets, 
toted thousands of  liters of  sap in 18-litre 
collection pails and transported them in a 
convoy of  wagons to the Sugar Shack.  

Hunt described the energy in the 
neighbourhood and the Herculean feats of  
so many.

“What was wild this season was that an 
incredible amount of  sap came in such a 
short span. Taking in 4,000 liters of  sap from 
18 houses, processing and boiling it down to 
maple syrup in only seven days required a 
remarkable amount of  commitment by the 
boil team and all the neighbours stepping 
up to collect.”

The collection and water-removing 
process to which Hunt alluded featured a 
series of  time-consuming steps. The 17-litre 
collection pails were poured into a filter at 
the top of  a 210-liter vat.  The sap was 
then processed through a Reverse Osmosis 
machine which removed water from the 
sap and raised its sugar content from 2% 
out of  the tree to treated sap comprised of  
6.5% sugar.

The concentrated sap was pre-heated 
in pots and then boiled on the group’s 
old school, three-channeled evaporator 
powered by a traditional woodstove. 
Despite the time-saving benefits of  Reverse 
Osmosis technology, the sheer volume of  
sap collected by the spirited volunteers led 
to long boiling days-- including seventeen 
hours for Boil #7 and eleven hours for Boil 
#8 as the season drew to a close.

The second last boil on Monday night 
was a wild experience complete with 
thunder, lightning, and rain—conjuring 
up the famous opening words uttered by 
Macbeth: “So fair and foul a day I have not 
seen.” 

After the hurly-burly was done, Hunt 
summarized how the battle had been won.

“After seventeen hours on the evaporator 
and during a thunder storm—with 
lightning striking all around—we were 
left with a batch of  the finest-looking and 
tastiest syrup we’ve ever made. It was a 
great team effort!”

In addition to ensuring that the Reverse 
Osmosis machine kept purring throughout 
this year’s collection times, Hunt also 
pointed to a few improvements that SAP 
made in 2026 to ensure this season’s 
significant yield.

“As is the case with any successful 
enterprise, there are always improvements 
to a project. We were so successful this 
season because of  three time-saving tools: 
a line and tap connector we named ‘The 
Game Changer.’ We also added a little 
machine called ‘The Purple Egg’ which 
correctly identifies what colour category 
each batch of  finished syrup fits into:  golden 
delicious, amber, or dark.  The purchase of  
a little tool for accurately determining when 

you’ve boiled your syrup in a range of  66.0 
to 68.9 took the guesswork out of  achieving 
perfect sugar content and temperature. 
Finally, the return and addition of  work-
hungry neighbours willing to transport 
pails from all over the neighbourhood at all 
hours of  the day in all weather conditions.”

As a climactic event to cap a successful 
season, the Sugaring Aurora Project will be 
conducting its annual taste-testing session.  
Based on the results of  that kitchen session, 
SAP will submit this year’s best syrup 
samples to the Royal Agricultural Winter 
Fair in the Hobby category.

SAP won the gold medal at The Royal in 
2023 and 2024, and the northwest Aurora 
team is aiming for a return to the podium 
in Fall 2026 after five weeks of  work in the 
Sugar Maple Bush.

From the group’s initial trek through the 
snowy woods – toting ladders, drills, and 
thousands of  feet of  blue plastic sap lines 

The Sugaring Aurora Project’s latest crop of the sweet stuff is pictured on Friday. 
Auroran photo by Jim Stewart
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Rotary awaits details on Ontario’s “BYOB” proposal
If  you’ve enjoyed beer at a public event 

in Aurora, chances are it was served up by 
the local Rotary Club at beer gardens 
that raise money for community.

Now, as the Province of  Ontario 
puts forward new rules that could see 
“Bring Your Own” alcoholic beverages 
allowed at select outdoor public events 
as early as April 30, they’re awaiting 
answers on what this could mean for 
their operations and the proceeds they 
re-invest in the community.

Last month, the Provincial 
government announced it was 
expanding “bring your own” permits 
for municipally-designated cultural or 

community outdoor public events.
The policy could see “BYOB” 

permits at Farmers’ Markets, 
movie screenings, art exhibits and 
neighbourhood festivals.

The move, according to the 
Province, would support local events, 
small businesses and tourism.

“Starting this spring, Ontario is 
giving communities more flexibility to 
safely and responsibly enjoy cultural 
and outdoor events,” said Ontario 
Attorney General Doug Downey. 
“The ‘bring your own’ event permits 
will help save attendees money, lower 
overhead costs for event organizers 
and contribute to local economies.”

Added Peter Bethlenfalvy, 
Ontario’s Minister of  Finance: “Our 

government is always working to 
find new ways to empower local 
communities, boost economic 
activity, and increase tourism. By 
giving Ontario municipalities the 
choice to make use of  this new 
initiative, our government is directly 
contributing to their economic 
wellbeing while ensuring adults can 
continue to safely and responsibly 
enjoy their favourite products.”

The expansion of  the BYOB policy 
will allow municipalities to pass 
bylaws authorizing the use of  alcohol 
in public, if  one doesn’t already exist, 
and “establish a local process that 
would determine whether an event 
qualifies as community or cultural.”

There are several upcoming 
municipal events where alcohol is set 
to be served by independent vendors, 
such as service clubs.

According to Shelley Ware, Special 
Events Coordinator for the Town of  
Aurora, these events include Dance 
in the Park, the traditional kick-off  
to Canada Day celebrations typically 
held June 30 at Town Park, August’s 
Ribfest Event, and the Concerts in 
the Park Summer Series held each 
July and August at Town Park.

Additionally, the Town has been 
looking for an alcohol provider for 
this year’s Canada Day celebrations 
at Lambert Willson Park for the first 
time in more than 10 years, as well 
as at September’s Saturday Night 
Fever event, where Yonge Street 
is closed between Wellington and 
Mosley Streets for a late-summer 
music extravaganza.

The Town, says Ware, is still 
looking at the implications of  the 
Provincial announcement and is 
awaiting more detail to understand 
the various components of  what is 
proposed.

Also awaiting more detail on the 
implications is the Rotary Club.

“For me, in the little Town of  

Aurora, in a perfect world you’re 
envisioning someone coming in with 
their Stanley with their cocktail in 
it enjoying the music and that’s it, 
then you have the other five per cent 
wheeling in that big cooler and it 
seems to be a bit of  a mission,” says 
Wendy Browne of  the Rotary Club 
of  Aurora. “For Rotary, the Dance 
in the Park and Ribfest are our 
major fundraisers that we put a lot 
of  time into so that we can support 
the community when they put out 
requests for sponsorships and other 
support that they need.”

Putting together beer gardens 
at these events is no small feat, she 
adds, as it entails booking security, 
having Smart Serve qualified people 
doing the pouring, and more.

Should the new rules impact the 
funds services clubs are able to raise, 
Browne says the most immediate 
impact from a Rotary perspective 
will be a reduction in funds they can 
pour back into educational bursaries 
and team sponsorships, as well as 
helping to feed families in need 
during the holiday season.

Our government is always 
working to find new ways to 
empower local communities, 
boost economic activity, and 
increase tourism. By giving 
Ontario municipalities the 

choice to make use of this new 
initiative, our government is 
directly contributing to their 
economic wellbeing while 

ensuring adults can continue 
to safely and responsibly enjoy 

their favourite products
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For Students
Who Want

Senior School at Pickering College

nurtures curiosity, collaboration,

and creativity, helping students

uncover their passions and

make a difference. Learning

goes beyond the classroom and

every student is empowered

to make an impact.

Inquire now to begin in September
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

JK to Grade 12 | Co-ed Day & Boarding School | Newmarket, ON

More

Grade 9 Entry Year
Limited space in other grades

905.727.4258 www.tholiver.com
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1924-2024
Serving York Region

Muskoka, and Simcoe County were 
appointed by Council members. Prior 
to the 2022-2026 term of  Council, the 
head of  the Regional Municipality of  
York was appointed by members of  
Regional Council.

“We will always support our 
municipal partners, both lower- and 
upper-tier, in delivering locally-led 
solutions that offer better value for 
taxpayers and speed up decision-
making,” said Minister of  Municipal 
Affairs and Housing Rob Flack. 
“These changes provide the necessary 
tools for local leadership to advance 
our shared priorities and better 
serve our communities, including by 
expediting housing and infrastructure 
development.”

Proposed “Strong Chair” powers 
within the legislation, which is 
likely to pass with the Progressive 
Conservatives’ majority government, 
will “mirror” Strong Mayor powers 
afforded to the heads of  Councils 
in communities like Aurora. This, 
according to the Province, will 
provide “more efficient, streamlined 
local decision-making, enabling them 
to deliver faster results for residents 
and support efforts to advance shared 
provincial-municipal priorities.”

Amendments in the legislation 
could further amend how Regional 
Council votes are counted by 
introducing weighted voting rules for 
upper-tier municipal Councils like 
York’s following this fall’s municipal 
election. 

Mayor Tom Mrakas, who serves as 
Aurora’s representative on Regional 
Council said that while the move 
to give Regional leaders “Strong 
Chair” powers could help advance 
business, there needs to be clear rules 
to minimize any “conflicts” between 
Regional and Local governance and 
leaders.

“Today the province moved to 
strengthen and streamline decision-
making at the regional level in Ontario 
which includes adding ‘strong chair’ 
powers. Municipalities like Aurora 
are already operating under Strong 
Mayor Powers (SMP). Adding ‘strong 
chair’ powers at the regional level 
could help move regional matters 
forward — but it will be critical to 
ensure clear roles and alignment to 
avoid overlap and minimize conflict 
between local and regional decision-
making,” said Mayor Mrakas in an 
April 2 statement.

“That said, how this new legislation 
is implemented in practice will be key 
to its effectiveness. If  done right, these 
changes can help accelerate housing 
and improve coordination — but they 
must work with municipalities, not 
around them. I had also hoped to see 
this legislation address the size of  York 
Region Council. I’ve long advocated 
for a streamlined model — reducing 
Regional Council from 22 members 
to the nine mayors — to deliver real 
cost savings, improved efficiency, 
and strengthened accountability. I 
continue to hope that these changes 
are forthcoming.”

More changes could be coming 
down the line, the Province hinted.

“All regions must review their 
council composition following the 
2026  municipal election,” said the 
Ministry. “Niagara Region would be 
exempt in  2026 and would return to 
regular reviews after the 2034 municipal 
election. The government will 
continue working with municipalities 
to identify ways to strengthen local 
governance in Niagara, Simcoe 
and beyond. Working together to 
advance shared provincial-municipal 
priorities helps advance housing and 
economic development, preparing 
both individual municipalities and the 
province as a whole for growth.”

PROMOTING THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY

Aurora’s recent Repair Café, a partnership between the Town, the Region of York, and 
NewMakeIt, invited residents to come over to the Aurora Family Leisure Complex with their 
“broken, well-loved items, from bicycle chains and small household items, [from] small appli-
ances to electronics and broken claps” to meet with skilled volunteer fixers who offered their 
services free of charge to extend the products’ lifespan and keeping them out of landfills. Taking 
part in the Café were Felicia and Joanne; James; and Eugene and Alex. 		        

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Region leaders could get “Strong 
Chair” powers: Province
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Egg-cellent Adventure on Cousins Drive

The Cousins Drive community came together on Saturday to celebrate Easter in what has become a well-loved tradition in recent years. The volunteer-driven Cousins Drive Egg Hunt took place at Cousins Park 
with the traditional egg hunt, themed crafts, and more. (Top) Mayor Mrakas stopped by the fun to meet with local families. (Second Row) Community advocate Alison Hughes meets with the Easter Bunny; 
Miraaya got crafty, decorating an egg. (Third Row) Ethan and Nikki; and Reggie.										                    Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Flooring 
          Superstore
Flooring 
          Superstore

NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.
Unit 1, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7B3

www.floorsdirectnorth.ca

Your friendly local flooring experts

T: 905-235-4400  |  Sales@floorsDirectnorth.ca  

OUR 8th YEAR IN A ROW!OUR 8th YEAR IN A ROW!

www.auroratoyota.ca

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA   
(905) 727-1948 | 1-866-979-3635
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BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Aurora Black Community 
Association’s popular Breaking Barriers 
Swimming program, I Can Swim, 
returned to Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex on Saturday, April 4, kicking 
off  the latest season of  instruction 
designed to “create safe, empowering 
spaces in aquatics for Black families in 
our community, both education and 
children.”

Running on select dates through May 
30, it’s the latest initiative to come forward 
from the Aurora Black Community 
Association (ABC) as they continue their 
Black History Month programs well 
beyond February.

“The I Can Swim program, we call it 
ICS, was created to break generational 
barriers around swimming, promote 
water safety, and build long-time wellness,” 
says ABC Founder and President Phiona 
Durrant. “One of  the things we love and 
are grateful for is the partnership with the 
Town. It’s through partnership like this 
that can help families to gain confidence in 
water while strengthening representation 
aquatics. 

“The program is full, with those on the 
waiting list to still be a part of  this breaking 
barrier-free swimming program.”

Durrant describes the I Can Swim 
initiative as a “critical part of  life skills and 
safety” and notes the partnership with 
the Town has allowed for 20 additional 
families still on the wait list to participate 
this spring.

“This is intentional community-
building and investment. It’s about closing 
access gaps, reducing isolation, building 
safer communities, saving lives, promoting 
mental wellness, and strengthening 
diverse family involvement.”

Last week, Durrant updated Council 
on the ABC’s activities.

Delegating to the March 31 meeting, 
Durrant reflected on the success of  
February’s Black History Month Flag 
Raising Ceremony and subsequent Gala 
while looking firmly to the future.

“Do we believe that racism still exists 
even in communities like Aurora? Do we 

believe that barriers can still exist even if  
we’re not intentional? Do we believe that 
building an inclusive community requires 
all of  us? How we answer these questions 
shapes the kind of  community we build,” 
said Durrant. “ABC has evolved into a 
pivotal force for economic and social 
advancement in our Town. Our work 
benefits everyone. It’s grounded in Black 
leadership and representation that builds 
to include everyone across all cultures. 
We amplify Black voices and issues, which 
cultures build connection and create a 
space where people feel [belonging].

“We uplift, we invest…and we support 
community, whether it’s initiatives that 
advance the community as a whole by 
providing whether it’s grant to improve 
our youth and entrepreneurs, or things 
that just improve the lives of  everyday life 
in Aurora…. It’s not just the voices we 
advocate for; we put financial investment 
behind the work, and so when you invest 
in us, like you’ve done this Black History 
[Month], this is the results that we’re 
providing. Real change requires both 
the advocacy and the investment. We’ve 
seen great collaboration, and we work 
with the Sports Hall of  Fame. We did 
not just nominate or pay and sponsor just 
people that represent our colour, because 
investment is about beyond just us. It’s 
about the community.”

At the end of  the day, it’s all about the 
citizens of  Aurora as a whole, said Durrant, 
and these programs, as exemplified by 
fully-booked cooking classes at the Aurora 
Public Library, only bring community 
together.

“Inclusion does not include exclusion. 
It’s about everyone in our community. We 
are also proud of  the growth that we see,” 
Durrant continued. “We’re constantly 
building and growing and evolving. When 
you put support behind us, it is growth. 
When we did the Black History program 
Backpack First Back to School, we had 
309 people or more registered, 209 
attended. This was not a charity event. 
It was an event to bring our community 
together because this is strategic to anti-
Black racism. This is a strategic and 
inclusive Town, and this is how we help 
you, our Town, to live out your vision 

statement and a mission to make this a 
place where everyone feels [they] belong 
and call home.

“‘When the world is silent,’ Malala 
says, ‘one’s voice can become powerful.’ 
In this community, it’s not about you, 
and it’s not about me. It’s about the 
community we’re creating. It’s about 
what true inclusion empowerment is.”

Kudos were returned by Mayor 
Tom Mrakas on behalf  of  Council 
who said it’s “great” to see ABC’s work 
continuing.

“I remember when we first spoke a 
long time ago and we talked about the 
Gala, we talked about the events and I 

think you remember what I said to you, 
‘let’s start small and eventually we’ll 
grow. It will grow because we’ve got a 
community that wants to see it grow,’ 
and we’ve got passionate people just like 
yourself  and the rest of  the committee 
that is flourishing and making this 
grow,” said Mayor Mrakas addressing 
Ms. Durrant. “I appreciate everything 
that you guys do and next year I’m 
excited to see it even bigger and better.”

For more information about upcoming events 
from the Aurora Black Community Association, 
including registration and tickets, visit www.
aurorablackcommunity.com/events-opportunities.

Aurora Black Community Association’s Black History 
Programs splash into April

The 2026 season of the Aurora Black Community Association’s I Can Swim program kicked off at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex on Saturday afternoon.           	         Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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The Country Day School o�ers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Du�erin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5  .  T: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

Guided by teachers who share their curiosity and enthusiasm, CDS students dive into outdoor education, 
chemistry, and environmental science from an early age—discovering passions that grow with them. 
Aspirations to cure cancer, keep communities safe, or launch rockets into space often take root right here at 
CDS. Our students imagine bold futures and graduate with the clarity and con�dence to pursue them.

RSVP to an Open House today at www.cds.on.ca/visitus
We look forward to meeting you soon!

DISCOVER 
Who They Will Become at CDS

JO
IN

US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE!

Ask
about Entrance Scholarships for Gra

de
s

7–
10

Middle/Senior School
April 15 

9:00–10:30 am 
Junior School 

April 22 
9:00–10:30 am 

RSVP at 
www.cds.on.ca/

visitus

CDS_KWS_2026-03-27_Open House_FINAL.indd   1 2026-03-22   10:48 AM

BY KIM SILLCOX

Best of  luck to The Country Day 
School Grade 11 students Adhya 
Chandradat and Aneesa Khan, 
and their coaches Ms. Wyndham-
West, Mme Davidson and Mr. 
Robinson, who are competing in 
the World Individual Debating and 
Public Speaking Championships in 
Bristol, UK, next week!

This is the 19th consecutive year 
that CDS has qualified at least one 
student to compete against some 
of  the top high school speakers and 
debaters from around the world.

The 38th WIDPSC will be 
held between April 11-18. Both 
students have to participate in four 
events each: Debate, Impromptu 
Speaking, Persuasive Speaking and 
Interpretive Reading.

Adhya’s persuasive speech 
is about scented products and 
fragrance labels that fail to list 
all of  the dangerous chemicals, 

including hormone disruptors, that 
we don’t realize we are inhaling. 
Aneesa’s speech is about the unseen 
struggles of  girls with ADHD. 

Both girls are excited to 
reconnect with friends they made 
at Internationals and Nationals 
earlier this year and learn from the 
other 145 students and coaches 
who are convening from 11 
countries around the world. Their 
host school is Clifton College in 
Bristol.

Adhya looks forward to 
presenting her persuasive talk on 
something she is passionate about 
and advocates for someone she 
knows and cares about who is highly 
sensitive to scents and fragrance. 
Aneesa feels the same, “We’ll be 
debating controversial issues and 
learning from one another. If  high 
school students can do this in a 
friendly and civilized manner, why 
can’t everyone?”

We wish them all the best!

CDS Debaters to compete  
at Worlds in Bristol, UK

Local sports and 
recreation facilities 
get boost from the 
Province

Sports and recreation facilities 
across Ontario got a significant show 
of  support last week as the Province 
of  Ontario announced a $300 million 
boost to the Community Sport & 
Recreation Infrastructure Fund.

Announced as part of  the 2026 
Ontario Budget, the boost brings the 
Fund’s total funding pot to $500 million 
to support local community projects.

“Our government is delivering 
on our plan to protect Ontario by 
making historic local investments that 
strengthen our communities today and 
for the future,” said Neil Lumsden, 
Minister of  Sport, in a statement. 
“The additional $300 million in the 
Community Sport and Recreation 
Infrastructure Fund will support the 
construction of  new facilities, allowing 
more families across Ontario to enjoy 
fun, healthy activities and ensure our 
local athletes have a place to compete 
close to home.”

More details regarding the funding 
will be announced by the Ontario 
Government later this year, but the 
announcement has already seen cross-
sector support.

“Sport has the power to inspire 
and unite Canadians like nothing 
else. Investing in sport infrastructure 
goes beyond building facilities — it 
ensures athletes at all levels have 
access to modern, local spaces where 
they can participate, hone their 
skills, and reach their full potential,” 
said David Shoemaker, Secretary 
General and CEO of  the Canadian 
Olympic Committee. “Through Team 

Canada 2035, the Canadian Olympic 
Committee is committed to getting 1 
million more young people involved 
in organized sport across the country 
and elevating Team Canada’s high-
performance success, and that starts 
with critical investments in community 
spaces like these. We applaud the 
Ontario government for today’s 
announcement and for expanding 
opportunities for athletes across the 
province.”

Added Marco Di Buono, President 
of  Canadian Tire Jumpstart Charities: 
“When children and youth have 
access to recreation spaces, it fosters 
lifelong participation in sport. Through 
investments like the Community 
Sport and Recreation Infrastructure 
Fund, Ontario is leading the way in 
expanding access to recreation and 
building facilities for the next generation 
— ensuring more communities can 
unlock the benefits of  sport.”

Organizations such as the Canadian 
Paralympic Committee and Parasport 
Ontario also highlighted the importance 
of  investments like these to make 
facilities – and sport – more accessible.

“This significant investment in 
infrastructure will go a long way 
towards supporting a vibrant, thriving 
sport system across the province,” said 
Karen O’Neill, CEO of  the Canadian 
Paralympic Committee. “Having access 
to quality, accessible, and nearby facilities 
is a critical factor in athletes being able 
to participate in sport and ultimately 
reach their goals. Thank you to the 
Ontario government for this important 
investment in sport and supporting 
more access for all to experience the 
power of  sport.”

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Country Day School's coaches and debaters Kerstin Wyndham-West, Adhya 
Chandradat, Aneesa Khan and Andrea Davidson are competing at the World 
Championships in Bristol, UK next week. 			       Photo courtesy of CDS
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info@queensvillesod.ca

HOME 
SHOW
See you there!

#237

HOME 
SHOW
See you there!

#235

HOME 
SHOW
See you there!

#201/202

More Than a Home Show! Where Ideas Come to Life!

Design, Build, Refresh — and More!
Everything for Your Home — Inside and Out!

Super fun activities in our KidZ Zone!
Enjoy delicious food from our Optimist Pub & Grill!
Win Chamber Bucks in our NEW money machine!

FREE ADMISSION

EVENT SPONSOR: COMMUNITY BUILDER SPONSORS:GOLD SPONSORS:

EVENT PARTNER:

www.aurorahomeshow.ca

Sunday, April 12, 10am-4pm
Saturday April 11, 9am-5pm

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
1400 Wellington Street East

stronach aurora recreation complex

FREE ADMISSION
We look forward to seeing you there!

SATURDAY
APRIL 11 

9AM– 5PM
SUNDAY
APRIL 12 
10AM - 4PM

Located on the north side of Wellington St. E. just west of Leslie St.
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Easterpalooza is Egg-Cellent Way to Welcome Spring

Aurora sprung down the bunny trail on Saturday as the Town hosted its annual Easterpalooza event at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. The ever-popular annual event featured outdoor displays, indoor games and 
activities, and a chance to meet the Easter Bunny inside Petch House. (Top Row) Eric and Riley are pictured at the entrance to the Aurora Community Arboretum. (Second Row) Alex is pictured inside the 
Seniors’ Centre with a furry friend. If chocolate eggs were not enough, Girl Scout cookies were available for purchase. (Third Row) Conrad gets interactive inside the Centre while Danielle and Gia checked in 
with the local Paw Patrol. (Fourth Row) Jacob donned Easter headgear for the indoor fishing event; Jennifer, Kaitlyn, and Brianna got up close and personal with some bunnies. (Fifth Row) Also enjoying the 
indoor crafts and activities were Michelle and Sylvia; and Solveiga and Ava. 										                     Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Need Windshield Chip Repair 
or Replacement?

BLOOMINGTON RD

        we do teslas

Senior Scape
BY CHRISTINA DOYLE

Getting older is 
an inevitable part 
of  life.  At some 
point, every person 
who lives long 
enough will have 
to come to terms 
with the fact that 
they aren’t a young 
person anymore.  
Today, we will 
make peace with 
the past, with our 
bodies and faces 
we were born with 
and those that have 
evolved.

It’s time to embrace the lines that 
stare back at us, the parts that sag in 
the middle or stick out where they 
shouldn’t, the hair that never keeps a 
curl or never loses it.

Accept your age by embracing 
your past but not living in it. Instead 
of  clinging to your “younger years,” 
look to the future and everything it 
has to offer.

We need to know that aging is a 
sign that you’ve survived even your 
hardest battles – you’re a warrior!  Try 
and learn new things to reinvigorate 
your curiosity and appreciation for 
life.

Our culture encourages people to 
think they can be young forever if  
they just use the right creams and take 
the right supplements. The fact is, 
this just isn’t true. As you enter your 
later years, try to develop realistic 
(not pessimistic) expectations of  what 
getting older will be like.

However, accepting you are 
getting older means you shouldn’t try 
to mask or hide your age from others 
(or yourself). If  putting on a mask 
of  honey and yogurt makes your 
skin feel better or smoother or slows 
wrinkling, great. Healthy activities 
that help you look your best are fine.  
Don’t try to do things to “cover up” 
your age though; for example, it may 
be time to ditch that super-tight cut 
of  shorts! 

Clinging to illusions of  physical 
youth keeps us dependent on the 
validation of  others, rather than 
helping us accept ourselves for who 
we now are. Keep learning, continue 
to have an active, fulfilling life will 
make acceptance of  your aging easier. 
Even if  you’ve reached a point where 
you are physically unable to do a lot 
of  things you might like to do, you 
can keep learning new things.

The Evergreen Choir is one 

wonderful example 
of  keeping your 
mind alert and 
making new friends 
along the way. 
You may consider 
reading books 
and watching 
documentaries – in 
other words, keep 
learning things.

Research has 
shown that people 
who keep learning 
throughout life 
are happier and 

retain mental capacities better than 
those who do not. Keep your mind 
sharp and stay curious.  Keep doing 
what you’re good at. Aging isn’t 
all about decline. Experience can 
mean you’ve honed certain skills 
to a level that younger people have 
not. You may be an expert in a 
certain field of  knowledge or maybe 
you’ve developed an artistic talent 
or technical skill over many years of  
practice.

Such expertise is valuable to 
others, so keep using it as long as you 
are able.

Exercise, diet, community 
involvement through volunteering 
and regular check up with your 
family doctor will all contribute to a 
long and healthy life.

Finally, try meditation. Daily 
meditation can help you deal with 
physical discomfort that might come 
with aging, and can also help with 
the anxiety and depression you might 
experience if  you are struggling to 
accept aging.

Try, my dear friends, to clear your 
mind of  all thoughts and focus on 
your breathing for several minutes.  If  
negative thoughts begin to creep in, 
let them pass through your mind and 
return your focus to your breathing.  

So, dear readers, retreat to a quiet 
place where you can relax or even lie 
down in a comfortable position so 
that you can relax your body. Don’t 
be afraid of  the silence, and if  you 
must enjoy your rocking chair, think 
of  all the good things that God has 
blessed your life with. You made it!

Connect with your  
ASA Board of  Directors!

The ASA Board of  Directors 
meets once a month, generally every 
third Monday, and should you wish 
to attend as a delegate please let 

reception know, as input from our 
members is always welcomed and 
appreciated. 

For more information on the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre and all it has 
to offer, drop by 90 John West Way, 
visit the web site www.auroraseniors.
ca, or call 905-726-4767 between 9 
a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday. 

The monthly Seniors Association 
bulletin is posted on our web site 
so for all the details on Association 
activities, clubs, events, bistro lunches, 
sports, and movies to mention a few, 
and town programs, trips and other 
valuable information concerning the 
Aurora Seniors Association, take a 
look at www.auroraseniors.ca!

“Seek not outside yourself,  
heaven is within.” 
 – Mary Lou Cook

(LEFT) Fay, Davis, Judy, Edward, and Daling get into the frame. (Right) Mayor Tom Mrakas and Alison Collins-Mrakas visit the Easter Bunny inside Petch House. 	        Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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BORA  
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

AD
TO ADVERTISE CALL 905-727-3300 EXT 102

If you are reading  
this ad, our  

advertising works!

AD
If you are  
reading  

this ad, our  
advertising 

works!
TO ADVERTISE CALL 
905-727-3300 EXT 102

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

PEST CONTROL

STUCCO EXTERIORS

PROPANE

RENOVATIONS/FENCES/DECKS

RENOVATIONS/REMODELING/LANDSCAPE

WATER

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

A&A IDEAL RENOVATION

416-219-4530  Alex  416-625-4441

Home Remodeling • Electrical Plumbing
Kitchen & Bathrooms • Finished Basement

All Flooring Tiles • Hardwood Laminate 
Drywall • Painting • Deck & Fences

Fully licensed and insured. One year warranty on all labour. NO JOB TOO SMALL!

SUMMER RENOVATIONS INC.

BIG OR SMALL GIVE US A CALL!
(Free Estimates)  647-287-7168

Build/Repair Fences 
Build/Repair Decks

TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING 

CALL  
to make your 
appointment 
416-219-4530
416-625-4441

HOME
RENOVATION

ASA 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

CLEANERS

CENTRAL VACUUM 

LANDSCAPING/RENOVATION

CREMATION

CONSTRUCTION/HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CONCRETE 

DRIVEWAY PAVING

ELECTRICIAN

3.5”w x 1.625”h

www.roadhouseandrose.com | 905-895-6631

•  Dignified
•  Respectful
•  Inexpensive

Affordable Cremation Services 

Call us 
for more 

information

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

PAINTING

PAINTING/HOME IMPROVEMENTS

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED

ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

FOUR SEASONS PAINTING  
& HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Please Inquire 
About Our 
Senior Services 
& Discounts.

2 professional hardworking guys 

15% OFF PAINTING PROJECTS 
TILING • WASHROOM /KITCHEN RENO • INTERLOCK RELEVEL  
FENCES • ROOF REPAIRS/TROUGHS • FOUNDATION PARGING  

ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING • CONCRETE REPAIRS• LOCKS-INSTAL/REPAIR

Call Claudio 416-723-4860 or, 905-727-0862  
fourseasonsrenos@gmail.com

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT   905 727 3300 EXT 102

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

(647) 668 4949(647) 668 4949
zlr.cazlr.ca

Fencing
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work 
Kwik Kurb

Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

Marc-Bilt
CONSTRUCTION
Marc-Bilt

Marc-Bilt
CONSTRUCTION
Marc-Bilt Building  

your dreams,  
one project  
at a time!

spring special + senior discount! 
•	 FINISHED	BASEMENTS	– Includes  
         a FREE 2-piece	bathroom!
•	 BATHROOM	&	KITCHEN	REMODELING   
        Modern designs tailored to your style.

•	 TILES,	FLOORING,	PAINTING –  
         Quality craftsmanship guaranteed.
•	 FENCES	&	DECKS – Perfect for outdoor living. 
•	 HOME	REPAIRS	– No job too big or small!

Fully Licensed & Insured – Your peace of mind is our priority.

Call or Text 416-414-1943 to book your free consultation!

DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

www.liftec.ca ~ 1-866-280-7770

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

DO NOT REPLACE

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.
“We raise sunken concrete”

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction Of The Cost

Of Replacement

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca
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AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Advertise in  
The Auroran 
Classifieds  
& At Your  
Service 

Directory
Call 

905-727-3300 
ext 102

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

thi ngs... you ought to know

TUTOR SCRAP HELP WANTEDPROFESSIONAL SERVICES

HANDYMAN 
PROJECTS

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 
30 Years Experience

Painting & Repair

John: 647-671-5179
FREE ESTIMATES 

WE  PAY 
CASH FOR 
S C R A P  
vehicles any size. 
We also buy con-
struction and farm 
equipment. Open 
7 days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 
(Peter).

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS  
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

• Aerial Pruning
• Canopy Maintenance
• Planting & Fertilizing
• Storm Risk Prevention

• Arborist Reports & Plans
• Tree & Shrub Appraisal
• Urban Tree Removal
• Storm Debris Clean-Up

Fully trained & insured with leading
techniques & equipment

647-400-6998  |  647-338-8733
smgtrees@gmail.com   www.smgtrees.com

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up Available

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

HIGH SCHOOL 
MATH TUTOR
Teaching Math at all levels. 

Calculus advanced 
 functions. 

CALL416-708-7454

MARCH 10 – APRIL 28
Memory Lane Home Living invites caregivers and 

their loved ones experiencing cognitive changes to join Art 
from the Heart, a creative arts program facilitated by an Art 
Therapist.  This hands-on program offers an opportunity to 
explore art activities, spark creativity, and encourage connections 
with  other families on the same journey.  The program takes 
place each Tuesday from March 10 – April 28 at the Aurora 
Public Library. Free. To register and for more information, 
call 905-237-1419, or visit memorylanehomeliving.ca. 

APRIL 11 – 12 
The Aurora Chamber of  Commerce’s Home & Active 

Living Show will take place at the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Join us for a full weekend packed with inspiration 
and ideas for your home. Discover the latest indoor and 
outdoor design trends, connect with vendors to discuss your 
home projects, and shop our vibrant marketplace featuring 
talented local makers. Plus, enjoy family-friendly activities that 
make this event fun for everyone! Whether you’re planning 
a renovation, updating your landscaping, or searching for 
a fresh new look, this is the perfect place to start. For more 
information, visit aurorachamber.on.ca/aurorahomeshow. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 11
The Aurora Community Arboretum will host its 

Annual General Meeting today at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre. Doors open at 10 a.m. with the meeting beginning 
at 10.15 a.m. Guest speaker is Kristen Martyn, a birder 
and naturalist. Members of  the public are invited to learn 
about recent initiatives and upcoming projects, and connect 
with the community behind the Arboretum. Registration 
is requested by emailing register.auroraarboretum@gmail.
com with the subject line, “AGM April 11” and including the 
number of  attendees. Non-perishable food donations will 
be collected for a local food bank. All are welcome to attend.  

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
The next Community Cleanup Day hosted by the Town 

of  Aurora takes place today from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. Pick up 
your cleanup kit, choose a spot, and help refresh our parks, trails, 
and streets. Students can earn volunteer hours too! Register 
by April 24. For more information, visit aurora.ca/cleanup. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre will host its annual 

Garage and Bake Sale today from 8.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre is located at 90 John West Way. 

MAY 9 & 10
The Aurora Historical Society will host its Mother’s Day 

Afternoon Teas on Saturday, May 9, and Saturday, May 10, 
with two seatings each day at 12 noon and 2.30 p.m. Enjoy 
assorted teas, tea sandwiches, freshly-baked scones with jam and 
whipped cream, and a variety of  desserts in the Hillary House 
Ballroom. Tickets are $37.50 per person and must be purchased 
in advance. For more, call 905-727-8991, or visit aurorahs.com.

ONGOING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les ADULTES 

/ 18+ (des francophones aux débutants capables de converser) 
- qui cherchent à mettre en pratique leurs compétences 
Conversationnelle en français. Over Zoom with a nominal fee of  
$2.50. RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. For 
more information, visit www.meetup.com/partagez-le-francais.

* * * * 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle Program 

textile recycling and donation program. A greater number of  

people are wanting to donate or get rid of  unwanted items, 
increasing the need for more outlets being available to receive 
the items. This program will provide a convenient way for 
people to donate or get rid of  used/unwanted clothing, 
blankets, linens and furniture and will help lessen the amount 
of  items ending up in landfills. Materials that were previously 
perceived as waste will now be seen as a valuable resource 
further encouraging redistribution. The items will be recycled 
in the following ways: To be given to individuals who are 
survivors of  violence and are transitioning from shelters into 
new homes; To be sold in our store; To be sold to a textile 
recycler, which makes for an ongoing source of  funding for 
Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their services to the 
thousands of  people that require them each year. When and 
Where: Monday and Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
with 30-minute time slots – only 1 drop off  per time slot. If  you 
do not have an appointment, we cannot accept your donation. 
The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham St, 
Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca 
to select your drop off  time slot.

From page 11

to tap dozens of  trees in February – to the 
climactic final boils amid Mother Nature’s 
electrical fury as the calendar flipped to 
April, the SAP team came through in the 
clutch and a Gold Medal at the Royal 
Agricultural Winter Fair would be the 
crowning achievement.

Until then, the litres of  liquid gold will 
be meted out to the participating families 
to enhance pancake or waffle breakfasts 
and brunches this Spring.  

Author’s Note:  I loved writing the 
draft of  this feature at Tim Horton’s—
fueled by a medium London Fog and 
an Apple Fritter. It felt like the ultimate 
Canadian experience—writing about 
record-breaking maple syrup production 
and neighbourhood camaraderie while 
enjoying the comfy confines of  a Leaf  
Legend’s classic donut shop here in 

Town.  It was an epiphanic moment at 
Wellington and John West Way:  writing 
at the centerpiece hockey rink table 
and reflecting just how maple syrup, 
coffee and donuts, and hockey are such 
quintessential Canadian experiences. 
Enjoying a beverage and snack at the Hall 
of  Famer’s restaurant-- while extolling 
the virtues of  making maple syrup--
offered layers of  meaning and warmed 
up a miserable rainy April day in Aurora. 
Fortunately, I’m escaping the muck and 
mire of  early-April.  Our GTA golf  group 
is flying to Portugal (instead of  the USA) to 
play six rounds at three courses – Espiche, 
Boavista, and San Antonio – near our 
rented oceanfront villa in Salema.  We’ll 
do some sight-seeing along the picturesque 
southern coast, too. Perhaps there will be 
a winery or two along the way. Travelogue 
to follow.

Record-breaking Maple Syrup crop harvested  
by Sappers in Northwest Aurora
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