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Sustainability, demand sees significant 
shift for Welcoming Arms

Welcoming Arms has served community 
members in need since 2006, but as their 
20th anniversary of  service approaches 
this fall, the ecumenical volunteer 
organization is making a significant shift 
in operations to meet growing demand in 
a sustainable way.

This week, Bridging the Gap, one of  
Welcoming Arms’ many programs will 
see the launch of  a new program – Meals 
Plus.

Meals Plus, which will provide Bridging 
the Gap clients with three frozen meals 
a week, is a year-long pilot project to 
maximize sustainability within the 
program which is billed as a “place of  
friendship, hope, and a caring listening 
ear,” connecting individuals to local 
resources while also providing them with 
household supplies, gift cards, and more.

The pivot towards Meals Plus will 
see Welcoming Arms place increased 
emphasis on meal distribution rather than 
gift card distribution in what they hope will 
be a more financially sustainable model to 
meet growing community demand.

“We were looking at Bridging the 
Gap and looking at the length of  stay 
[of  clients] in the program and thought, 
is there a way we can more sustainably 
offer something that directly addresses 
food security and keeps that connection 
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Get “Active” at 
Chamber’s annual 
Home Show

SENIOR SHOWCASE – The Aurora Legion was a destination for arts on Saturday 
hosting the second-annual CHATS Community Arts Showcase, featuring the creativity and 
talent of older adults in the community, including Doug, pictured here with some of his work. 
For more, see Page 15. 				               Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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 “Opening Doors to Your Dreams”

37 Award Winning Years
Top 2% in Canada*
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Renovated 4 bdrm residence 
offers contemporary open concept 
design anchored by stunning white 
oak hrdwd flrs & wood staircase 
w/ wrought iron accents. Chef-
inspired kitchen features centre 
island, quartz counters and built-
in appls, walk out to huge deck 
w/ pergola & sunny South/West 
exposure. Oversized family rm  
w/ custom built-in display shelves 
and a sleek linear fireplace, living 
& dining areas accommodate large 
family gatherings. 4 generous 
bdrms, primary suite with custom 
walk-in closet & 3pc ensuite. Main 
flr laundry w/ direct garage access, 
parking for 6 cars + unspoiled 
bsmt ready for your personal 
touch. $1,235,000

heart of central newmarket

Serving Aurora, 
York Region and 

surrounding  
areas for  
25 years.

terrysherin2346@gmail.com
905-727-3154     

Terry Sherin 
Sales Representative

$1,099,000

Spacious 4-Bedroom Family Home offering 2,100 sq ft in the heart  
of Aurora Village. Featuring a finished W/O basement and inground pool, 
steps to cafés, boutique shops, parks & Aurora Town Square.  
Call Jennifer or VISIT: www.91batson.ca

91 BATSON DRIVE
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Tournaments

MEMBERSHIPS &
VISITOR ACCESS AVAILABLE

Book your court and skip the wait

1140 Ringwell Drive
Newmarket

Open 8am-10pm DailyOpen 8am-10pm Daily

GRADE 9 ENTRY | APPLY NOW

edmundshomeimprovements.com  info@edmundshome.ca  showroom: 3400 14th ave, #28 markham
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Welcoming Arms volunteers John, Sam, Dana and Sally were hard at work at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church on Monday morning preparing for 
the launch of their new Meals Plus initiative this week. 						                      Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

The Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Centre is a great place to stay active 
– especially when it provides the 
backdrop to the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce’s annual Home Show.

This week, the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce is putting the finishing 
touches on its signature annual event, 
which will take over the SARC on 

Meals Plus program 
launched this week
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2025 TUCSON

Buying a car from Hyundai of Aurora is simple, quick, and transparent,
speak to one of our product advisors today! 

(905) 841-8190
305 Wellington St E, 
Aurora, ON L4G 6C3www.hyundaiofaurora.com

G O O G L E  R E V I E W S4.6 900+
OFFERS EXPIRE APRIL 30TH, 2026

*Offer available on select in-stock new vehicles only. receive a set of winter tires for $149 + hst with installation at time 
of vehicle purchase. Conditions may apply. See dealer for complete details. *Up to $16,000 off on select in-stock 2025 
models. Discounts vary by vehicle. While quantities last. See dealer for details. *Up to 2.00% loyalty rate reduction 
available to current Hyundai owners or lessees on approved credit, on select new in-stock models. Rate reduction 
varies by model and term. Conditions may apply. See dealer for complete details.
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Now accepting new clients! 

Looking  Looking  
for a for a 
new new 
vet? vet? 

Looking for top quality personalized 
care for your pet?  

Our privately owned vet clinic, 
conveniently located in the 

Home Depot Plaza, is here to provide 
compassionate care and 

excellent service for your family pet.

We treat your pets like family!   

Call us today at  
905-503-PETS (7387)

15340 BAYVIEW AVE, AURORA ON

MICHAEL PARSA, MPP
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

905-773-6250
michael.parsaco@pc.ola.org

Happy 
Easter!
Warm wishes to 
those observing 
Easter this season

Petch House is ready to welcome the 
Easter Bunny this weekend as the Town 
of  Aurora puts the finishing touches on 
its Easterpalooza celebration.

Set for this Saturday, April 4, at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre from 9.30 a.m. 
to 12.30 p.m., Easterpalooza offers 
a morning of  Easter-themed family 
fun with the rabbit of  the hour ready 
to hold court and take photos in the 
newly-renovated Petch House.

Ahead of  their Aurora trip, just a 
few hours before their international 
eggcellent adventure that evening, 
The Auroran sat down with the Easter 
Bunny for the inside scoop on what to 
expect.

The Auroran: Easter is a bit early 
this year. What are you doing to get 
prepared so quickly?

Easter Bunny: There’s lots; there’s 
my physical prep, but then there’s also 
the space prep. Physically, I’m still in 
my training game because that day is 
a pretty big day for me. I’m still doing 
my warm-ups, my stretches, and really, 
really exercising. For the space in Aurora 
– oh, my gosh, this year I’m absolutely 
tickled pink because I’m going to be, 
as I always am in Aurora, in the Petch 
House, but it’s all been redone and I’m 
going to feel like such a super rock star 
in there. I’m very excited to see the kids 
come in to meet and take photos with 
me! I’m just enamoured with how great 
Petch House looks!

TA: Do you prefer an early Easter or 
one later on?

EB: Maybe the later one because I’m 
getting older every year, so I need the 
extra time to exercise and get in shape 
for it. If  it’s later, the chances of  weather 
being more favourable is also on my 
side. It might be more favourable, but 
I’m always super, super egg-cited for the 
day.

TA: What does it mean to you that, 
for many people, Easterpalooza is the 
unofficial kick-off  to spring in Aurora?

EB: It’s a huge catalyst kick-off ! I’ve 
already seen in some of  my spy-scope 
technology that the birds are out now. 
It’s a whole new spring, it’s a whole 
rebirth, and I get to be, I think, the one 
that leads the way in officiating the real 
start of  the spring season!

TA: I saw you got a bit of  a sneak 
peek meeting with Mayor Mrakas in his 
office last week.

EB: I had to give him really positive 
feedback about how gorgeous Petch 
House is and also, as Easter is a little 
bit earlier, I wanted to see if  he had any 
ability to impact the weather, because 
that would be really, really appreciated!

TA: Regardless of  weather, what 
sorts of  activities do you hear they have 
planned for outside Petch House and 
inside the Seniors’ Centre?

EB: I’ve heard that there’s a minimum 
of  at least 10 outdoor activities, including 
a hopstacle course. There’s going to be 
bocce ball, all Easter-themed, as well as 
some egg drops, some egg tosses, some 
would-you-rathers, and some amazing 
photo ops!

TA: How about inside?
EB: Inside, there will be live bunnies 

and baby chicks, which are always very 
cool to see. I wish they were with me in 
the Petch House, but I’ve been told that’s 
not possible! Inside, there’s going to be 
a big, huge inflatable. There’s going 
to be mock egg fishing, craft stations, 
face painting stations, bunny bowling. 
There’s just so much being offered. 
I think some of  the big highlights is 
going to be the really cool Easter Basket 
bouncy castle that’s coming in. Kids like 
to bounce, and after all, being a bunny, 
I have to agree with them. I mean, who 
doesn’t like to hop and bounce around? 
I also love it when the kids do the crafts 
first and the face painting, because by 
the time they come to see me, they 
already got their bunny band ears on, 
their faces all painted up. It’s really 
enjoyable for me to see. 

TA: Do you have any idea what the 
turnout will be?

Easter Bunny hopping excited for Saturday’s 
Easterpalooza fun

EB: Well, when I was talking to 
the amazing Access Aurora staff, they 
told me there’s about 200 wristbands 
sold already. So, oh my gosh, I get to 
see 200 kids. I’m hoping the sales will 
still increase, but when I heard that, 
my countdown started, my tail started 
wiggling and the excitement really grew 
because, I mean, in a few days, this is all 
going to be happening again. 

TA: We understand wristbands are 
still for sale through Friday at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex, Aurora Town 
Hall, Aurora Town Square, Joint 
Operations Centre, and the SARC 
through end-of-day Friday, but will any 
be for sale on Saturday morning?

EB: Not at the Seniors’ Centre, 
but there will be wristband sales at 
Aurora Town Hall across the parking 
lot. Wristbands are $5 for kids aged 
2 – 12, and admission is free for those 
under two and those 13 and over. It’s 
always an indoor and outdoor event. 
Sometimes families will wait to see what 
the weather’s going to be on the day of, 
but regardless of  how the weather is, the 
event is guaranteed to be egg-cellent, so 
get your wristbands in advance!

For more information on Saturday’s 
Easterpalooza, including wristband sales and 
if  you and your family have any accessibility 
requirements, visit aurora.ca/easter or call the 
Town’s Special Events line at 905-726-4762.

Mayor Tom Mrakas chats with the Easter Bunny in his office last week. 

Photo courtesy of the Town of Aurora
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 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Returning the Momentum

Brock Weir

BROCK’S
BANTER

Coalition of Civil Society 
Organizations calls for a 
halt to Conservation au-
thority changes

Continued on page 9

In anticipation of  the introduction 
of  legislative changes to enable the 
sweeping and ill-conceived consolidation 
of  Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities 
into nine, a broad coalition of  civil society 
groups, individuals and a local elected 
official are calling on the Government 
of  Ontario to halt this plan and listen to 
experts and local voices to re-empower the 
Conservation Authorities.  

To date, the Government of  Ontario 
has provided no evidence or business case 
to justify its planned consolidation of  the 
Conservation Authorities. This proposed 
consolidation limits local decision-
making, ignores science-based watershed 
knowledge, puts our communities at 
greater risk of  flooding and water quality 
issues, undermines source water protection 
for our drinking water and dismisses 
concerns from a broad spectrum of  
organizations and thousands of  residents 
of  Ontario. 

“The Conservation Authorities 
were created to make better land use 
decisions. This proposed consolidation 
undermines their vital role in protecting 
our communities. We need to empower 
them to do their work independently as 
our watershed experts,” said Tony Morris, 
Conservation Policy and Campaigns 
Director, Ontario Nature.

“This proposed consolidation threatens 
the livelihoods and conservation efforts 
of  farmers and Ontarians as a whole. We 
oppose legislative and regulatory changes 
that erode protections for farmland and 
natural heritage lands, and that diminish 
transparent, democratic decision-
making,” said Josh Suppan, President, 
National Farmers Union – Ontario 

“The scope and scale of  this 
consolidation will not deliver improved 
consistency or customer service. Instead, 
it will weaken local watershed expertise, 
dilute community representation and 
disrupt nearly 80 years of  successful 
Conservation Authority operations. We 
oppose this consolidation proposal,” said 
Lesley Lavender, CEO, Federation of  
Ontario Cottagers’ Associations

This coalition of  organizations and 
individuals urges the province to work 
collaboratively and meaningfully with 
municipalities, Conservation Authorities, 
First Nations and civil society organizations 
to develop real solutions that protect public 
safety, support smart planning, maintain 
local trust and enable effective watershed 
management. 

ON Nature

Maybe it’s the classic movie fan in me, 
but whenever anyone talks about making a 
comeback, I can’t help but think of  the film, 
Sunset Boulevard.

In the film, an up-and-coming 
screenwriter, through a series of  events, is 
swept into the life of  Norma Desmond, a 
silent screen star just waiting for the “talkie” 
fad to fade before she can once again take 
her rightful place atop the Hollywood 
Heap – with the right comeback vehicle, of  
course.

A comeback? Excuse me. According to 
Desmond, it’s not a comeback, but rather a 
“return” to where she’s meant to be. 

If  you’ve seen the picture, you know how 
it turns out. She makes a return to public 
consciousness, all right, but certainly not in 
a moment of  triumph – but hope springs 
eternal, right?

I couldn’t help but chuckle last week when 
journalists scrummed Steven MacKinnon, 
Canada’s Minister of  Transport and 
Government House Leader, ahead of  this 
past weekend’s NDP leadership race.

The question: “Do you think there will 
be a resurgence of  the NDP, a resurgence 
of  the threat from the left given the 
momentum they have right now?”

It was a question that evidently took the 
Minister by surprise.

After his eyes widened a bit and a smirk 
formed on the corners of  his mouth, he 
replied, “Um, momentum?”

On first blush, it’s a fair question.
Canadians have been down this road 

before.
Since the party that lead what was then 

Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition from 2011 
– 2025 was decimated at the polls in the last 
Federal election, losing Official Party status 
in the process, it’s been a question of  just 
who might be the right person to capture 
the public’s imagination and bring the 
NDP back to the top, or close enough.

By the same token, it was a similar 
question when Michael Ignatieff  led the 
Liberal Party of  Canada to a drubbing in 
the 2011, the worst showing of  the party 
in its history, as it happens, resulting in a 
slashed caucus of  just 34 seats.

Who would be the right person to 
capture the public’s imagination and 
bring the Liberals back to the top, or close 
enough?

The Liberals were lucky to have party 
scion Justin Trudeau just around the corner 
and whether you like him or not, the fact 
that he quickly engaged the electorate and 
harnessed its momentum towards victory 
can’t be denied.

Vying to be that person for the NDP 
this time around were union leader Rob 
Ashton, municipal councillor Tanille 
Johnston, filmmaker and activist Avi Lewis, 
incumbent MP Heather McPherson, and 

long-time NDP candidate Tony McQuail.
The five candidates brought a breadth 

of  experience and vision to the table, yet, 
in the days leading up to the leadership 
convention, an Angus Reid poll of  voters 
who cast their ballots for the NDP sometime 
over the past four Federal elections, found 
44 per cent had no idea who was even 
running for the top job. 

“It does speak to really the extent of  the 
hill that the NDP has to not just climb, but 
claw their way up to re-pierce the psyche of  
a significant segment of  Canadian voters,” 
Angus Reid president Shachi Kurl told 
CTV News. 

That’s not a good sign of  the health of  
our democracy by any measure, but the 
data made Minister MacKinnon’s response 
somewhat understandable, and Canadians 
by and large may have had the same 
reaction.

But momentum can only be 
underestimated at one’s peril.

Whatever political affiliation you hold 
close to your heart, I think most of  us can 
agree that Canadians are dissatisfied in one 
way or another. Beyond partisan bickering, 
the average Canadian is struggling more to 
make ends meet and simply get by.

While Prime Minister Mark Carney 
is enjoying comparable popularity here 
at home and abroad, if  his more centrist 
approach to most things doesn’t bear fruit 
in the next couple of  years – assuming, of  
course, that a Majority Government will 
be in sight before too long – momentum is 
going to go one of  two ways: back to the 
Conservatives, or potentially a new path.

This is something that Sunday’s victor, 
Avi Lewis, seems to recognize.

“Canadians are living on the edge,” he 
said following his decisive victory. “We’re 
under economic attack from the US. While 
Donald Trump stomps around the globe 
grabbing foreign leaders and oil fields 
and starting wars he has no idea how to 
stop. And at the kitchen table in Canada, 
there’s an even bigger crisis. The everyday 
emergency of  just trying to get by in an 

impossible economy. Whether you’re on a 
single salary, hustling with multiple gig jobs, 
or taking care of  loved ones, working hard 
no longer earns you a living. I know every 
politician says they feel your pain. And 
they claim to be outraged by the sky-high 
price of  everything. But what they won’t 
talk about is why. An economy that’s rigged 
for the rich, leaving the vast majority of  us 
behind.”

Taking aim at what he described as a 
“tiny group of  billionaires who control 
every part of  our economy” and politicians 
who will blame anyone but themselves for 
the issue, he said Canada was now at a 
crossroads.

“Our plan is to Trump-proof  the 
economy by investing massively in 
Canadian economic independence, 
using the unmatched power of  public 
ownership to ensure the fundamentals of  
a good life. A network of  public providers 
for food, phones, and internet. A public 
housing developer and public construction 
companies to build millions of  non-market 
homes. A 21st century electrical grid, an 
EV bus revolution, and a heat pump in 
every home, built with Canadian steel, 
creating tens of  thousands of  unionized 
jobs. Investing in the care economy as true 
nation-building. The education, health 
care, elder care, and child care that holds 
our social fabric together. And finishing 
[Tommy Douglas’] dream: eyes, teeth, 
mental health, medicine. They are all part 
of  your health. They have to all be part of  
our universal public health care system….

“We’ve got to start winning now. We 
know we can live in a country built on a 
foundation of  care and connection. Where 
you don’t have to fight every day just for 
the basics. Where hard work earns you 
a living and if  you can’t work, you’re not 
abandoned. And where our kids know we 
are doing everything we can to protect the 
air and water and their right to a livable 
future. That is why the NDP is coming back. 
Because we know that a thriving world is 
possible and we know who is standing in 
our way. And there are way more of  us 
than there are of  them. We just have to find 
each other.”

Time will tell whether the NDP is indeed 
coming back, but what’s certain is it’s 
making a return – a return to the House of  
Commons, to hold leadership to account, 
and be a voice for its constituents. In a 
healthy democracy, that’s a big win.

It might be a tall order as Lewis works not 
only to engage Canadians but win over the 
party’s Provincial counterparts in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan without the benefit – yet 
– of  a seat in the House of  Commons, but, 
in this current climate, any underestimation 
of  the party and where Canadians are at 
just might be a mistake.

Region marked Earth 
Hour

On behalf  of  York Regional 
Council and The Regional 
Municipality of  York, I am proud to 
recognize  Earth Hour  on Saturday, 
March 28, 2026.

Earth Hour is a global movement 
that brings together millions of  people, 
communities and organizations 
to show their commitment to the 
planet. Each year at 8:30 p.m. local 
time, participants around the world 
switch off  non-essential lights for 
one hour, demonstrating a shared 
commitment to reducing energy use, 
raising awareness of  climate change 
and protecting our environment.

York Region is proud to take part 
in this important initiative. During 
Earth Hour, non-essential lighting 
will be turned off  at the following 
Regional facilities:

•	 York Region Administrative 
Centre, 17250 Yonge Street in 
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Mayor
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GETTING  
THINGS DONE

MP Costas Menegakis
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

COSTAS’ 
CORNER

Continued on page 25

  OPINION
BY DAVID SUZUKI

Rising fuel prices hurt almost 
everyone — driving up the cost of  
transportation, food and electricity 
(even when much of  the latter comes 
from cheaper renewable sources). 
Rising living costs disproportionately 
harm those who can least afford it. 
The ultra-wealthy don’t have to worry 
much, and those who profit from 
polluting, climate-altering oil and 
gas get to add more to their already 
overflowing coffers!

Recent price hikes — during a 
growing affordability crisis — are in 
large part due to the United States’ ill-
advised and poorly planned attacks on 
Iran. These compelled Iran to choke 
shipping in the Strait of  Hormuz, 
through which one-quarter of  the 
world’s seaborne oil and gas is moved.

The horrific conflict illustrates 
the volatile nature of  fossil-fuelled 
economies and shows the need to get 
away from fossil fuels as quickly as 
possible — not just because of  their 
lethal pollution and climate impacts 
but also because clashes over who 
controls them cause so much death 
and destruction. Despite false claims 
about drug smuggling, the U.S.’s recent 
violent actions against Venezuela were 
also about securing oil supplies.

Unmoved by the clear advantages 
of  renewable energy over energy 
from coal, oil and gas — lower 
costs, less pollution, greater supply 
and price stability, improved energy 
independence, reduced conflict — 
petrostates and fossil fuel–supporting 
governments continue to impose 
measures to stall renewable energy 
development while incentivizing fossil 
fuel expansion.

The U.S. offers a clear example, but 
even in Canada, Alberta continues to 
throw roadblocks onto the renewable 
path while clearing the way for more 
oilsands, liquefied natural gas and coal 
production. One of  the province’s 
largest and most important companies, 
ATCO Ltd., is even blaming the Alberta 
government for “a $408-million hit to 
the value of  its wind and solar projects,” 
arguing that government energy and 
electricity policies are “detrimental” 
to renewable energy investment. The 
company is considering legal action.

Among other recent restrictions, 
Alberta imposed a moratorium on 
renewable energy development in 
2023 and is promoting oilsands and 
LNG expansion and new pipelines. 
Along with the federal government, 
the province is offering tax breaks 
and other incentives for oil and gas 
companies to do what they should and 
could afford to do themselves, such as 
building carbon capture facilities and 
cleaning up the tens of  thousands of  
inactive wells they’ve left behind to 
pollute water, land and air.

The fossil fuel industry is driving up 
living costs for most people, polluting 
and heating the planet, widening the 
wealth gap and contributing to deadly 
conflict worldwide. As the planet 
surpasses the 1.5 to 2 C warming limit 
countries adopted under the Paris 
Agreement, we’re seeing consequences 
as bad as or worse than scientists 
and others predicted: accelerating 
extreme weather events, massive 
floods, prolonged droughts, more water 
shortages, rising sea levels, widespread 
disease transmission, increased human 
migration and ongoing hostilities. 
Yet we continue to needlessly pump 
increasing amounts of  greenhouse 
gases into the atmosphere.

Why do we put up with it? Why do 
governments and news media entrusted 
to represent and reflect the public 
interest put so much money and effort 
into keeping this dying, destructive 
industry alive? Why are some of  the 
world’s most powerful nations raining 
horror and death on countless people 
in oil-producing countries?

Guardian columnist George 
Monbiot says we’re being “gaslit” for 

From day one in 2018, I knew 
Aurora had work to do. For too 
long, we were falling behind when it 
came to protecting and expanding 
our parkland. We weren’t investing 
enough, and we weren’t thinking 
far enough ahead. So, we changed 
that. We didn’t wait for the “perfect” 
moment — we created it through 
decisive action and leadership that 
puts people first. Because we made a 
clear choice: to invest in what families 
value most — parks, trails, and green 
spaces where community happens.

Since then, we’ve upgraded parks, 
playgrounds, and trails across our 
town, helping connect neighbourhoods 
and promote active living. We opened 
Highland Gate Central Park in 2023 
and John Abel Park in 2024. And we 
took it even further by securing 28 

acres of  new parkland — the largest 
land acquisition for parks Aurora 
has seen in a generation. That didn’t 
happen by accident. That happened 
because of  intentional leadership and 
a commitment to protecting what 
matters most.

Those lands include a 16-acre 
property along Yonge Street, the 
former George Street School site, and 
two critical properties on Henderson 
Drive. And when it mattered most, 
we stepped up to protect Henderson 
Forest — preserving endangered 

species, safeguarding rare trees, and 
standing up for something that simply 
cannot be replaced. That’s Aurora at 
its best. That’s what happens when 
leadership listens, takes action, and 
delivers results.

And just like our work to expand 
the David Tomlinson Nature Reserve, 
we’re not just talking about protecting 
nature — we’re doing it. The results 
speak for themselves. Aurora’s tree 
canopy has grown from 28 per cent a 
decade ago to over 34 per cent today, 
and we’re on track to reach 40 per 
cent by 2035. That’s more than just a 
number. It’s something residents can 
see, feel, and experience every single 
day.

Because this is how you build a 
stronger community: not by chance, 
and not by talk, but through action.

Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre 
recently concluded a series of  highly 
successful visits to the United Kingdom, 
Germany, and the United States, 
strengthening economic relationships 
and promoting Canada on the world 
stage. From the auto plants of  Detroit 
to the energy sector in Houston and 
financial institutions in New York, 
Pierre is building bridges so our goods 
can be traded tariff-free to the United 
States and beyond.

This outreach extended beyond 
traditional diplomacy. Appearing on 
The Joe Rogan Experience, one of  
the world’s most influential platforms 
with over 20 million subscribers and 
interviews with major outlets like 
Bloomberg, Pierre connected directly 
with millions, presenting a vision 
of  opportunity that resonated with 
workers, investors, and policymakers 
alike. Whether in boardrooms or long-
form discussions, the message was 
consistent: Canada has the resources, 
talent, and potential to compete 
globally.

At the core of  this vision is a renewed 
focus on leverage. For too long, Canada 
has limited its own potential through 
restrictive, anti-development policies 
that leave us vulnerable in times of  
global uncertainty. Conservatives 
believe Canada must be stronger at 
home to be unbreakable abroad. With 
the world’s fourth-largest oil reserves 
and 10 of  the 12 NATO-defined 
critical minerals, Canada has the tools 
to be not just a reliable partner, but a 
strategic necessity.

To unlock this potential, 
Conservatives are advancing a focused 
plan: establishing a Canadian Strategic 
Energy and Mineral Reserve, repealing 

the impact assessment regime under Bill 
C-69 and replacing it with a clear six-
month approval timeline, and securing 
fair access for Canadian industries 
through tariff-free agreements and 
exemptions from “Buy America” 
provisions. This includes relaunching 
major projects like Keystone XL and 
building new infrastructure to move 
Canadian energy efficiently to market—
generating billions in economic activity 
and supporting thousands of  high-
paying jobs.

At the same time, Conservatives 
are looking outward. By strengthening 
partnerships with allies such as the 
United Kingdom, Australia, and 
New Zealand through a CANZUK 
framework, Canada can diversify its 
trade and reduce reliance on any single 
market. Interest from countries like 
Germany in Canadian liquefied natural 
gas underscores the global demand for 
our resources. Expanding into these 
markets will provide greater economic 
stability and opportunity for Canadian 
workers across sectors.

Canada’s resilience has always come 
from being both bold and pragmatic. 

We have seen firsthand how our 
proximity to the United States is not a 
limitation but a tremendous advantage, 
and how strong relationships with 
our allies open doors for Canadian 
workers, families, and businesses. Mark 
Carney declaring a permanent rupture 
in Canada’s trading relationship with 
the United States not only weakens our 
bargaining position but is short-sighted. 
Canada should be aggressively pursuing 
tariff-free trade with the United States 
while simultaneously building the 
supportive infrastructure necessary to 
expand trade with the rest of  the globe. 
By investing in our resources, and 
expanding our trade with like-minded 
partners, we can build a Canada that is 
prosperous, resilient, and respected on 
the world stage.

The Conservative vision is clear: 
a country that is affordable for 
families, safe for communities, and 
rewarding of  hard work. By restoring 
economic strength and expanding 
our global presence, Canada can 
move beyond years of  stagnation and 
reclaim its place as a confident leader 
on the world stage. I firmly believe 
that by building a robust economy, 
supporting hardworking families, and 
cultivating strong relationships with 
our allies, we can build a Canada that 
is resilient, prosperous, and secure. 
This is about real, tangible impact 
on Canadians’ daily lives, creating 
stable jobs, affordable living, and safe 
communities. By standing strong at 
home and engaging confidently abroad, 
we can ensure that Canada not only 
competes but leads, empowering future 
generations with the opportunities 
they deserve and securing a proud and 
thriving nation for years to come.

With the sun finally peeking out from behind 
months of grey clouds, we are all ready to enjoy 
some time outdoors with our loved ones. This 
photo (2022.8.195) from about 1940 shows mem-
bers of the Charles family (Burwell and Bernice, 
Aurora-born twins, are just above the boy on 
the left), enjoying a lavish picnic in the woods. 
Although Burwell moved to Alberta, Bernice lived 
in Aurora for her entire life. This photo posed the 
question: where were they, and what car were 
they driving? Whatever it was, its tires’ treads 
were well worn!

Renewable 
energy saves  

lives and money
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CMHA’s Hearing Voices program helps support people 
with “realities that differ from societal norms”

Nicole D. Parker was once told she 
would not only be unable to go back to 
school because she was too unwell, but she 
wouldn’t be able to work, either.

When a friend asked later on why she 
couldn’t go back to school, she couldn’t 
think of  an answer – and now Parker 
shares her story in the hopes of  inspiring 
others as one of  the co-facilitators of  
Hearing Voices, a one-of-a-kind support 
group for “individuals who experience 

realities that differ from societal norms – 
including psychosis, schizophrenia, and 
hearing voices.”

Parker, who is based out of  Alliston, has 
brought professional expertise and lived 
experience to the group for almost eight 
years and is dedicated to normalizing these 
experiences “while reducing isolation 
and loneliness through a judgement-free, 
supportive environment.”

Parker says she developed the workshop 
for alternate realities, or what she describes 
as “busy brains”, and subsequently 
pitched it to the Canadian Mental Health 
Association of  York Region (CMHA-

YRSS) and South Simcoe. It was a model 
quickly picked up by the CMHA and she 
and co-facilitator Brian hit the ground 
running.

“It’s been pretty important to us,” says 
Parker. “I always say labels are for soup 
cans, so I talk more about normalizing 
the experience and having it welcomed 
because we talk about anxiety, we talk 
about depression, but then when people 
start saying stuff  like, ‘The Queen of  
England is coming to save me,’ people 
don’t listen as much as if  they’re saying 
they’re sad. I want to normalize the 
experience, have a place where people can 
come and share their experience without 
feeling judged, and they’re heard.”

Hearing Voices started out as an in-
person meet-up organized out of  the 
CMHA’s Aurora offices, but has remained 
virtual since the Global Pandemic, 
allowing them to reach people throughout 
York Region and South Simcoe.

Parker stresses whether it’s in-person or 
online, it’s a safe environment for everyone 
and an open forum for dialogue.

“You can ask whatever questions you 
want. I’ll answer any questions,” she says. 
“I’ve had people who have asked me, 
‘Have you heard positive voices’ and ‘Have 
you had positive experiences?’ I’ll say, yes, 
and they’ll ask what happened to it. I’ll tell 
them when I took medication, they slowly 
faded away, but they’re still there really 
quietly. I’m honest with my experiences.”

Indeed, touching upon how the idea 
of  “hearing voices” was approached 
over the years, she says the early half  of  
the twentieth century, sometimes hearing 
voices was interpreted as a “spiritual 
psychosis,” but that is just one example 
of  the brain trying to “rationalize” the 
experience.

“They’ll make a connection because 
your brain has to rationalize why you’re 
having these feelings and emotions and 
hearing these voices,” she says. “It’s like 
normalizing and validating the experience. 
I’m not here to say if  it’s real or not real; I’m 
there to support them, get them through 
that feeling and have them feel better. 
People can be as private as they want in 
this group. If  they just want to have their 
camera and mic off  and just listen, they 
can do that. They can write an alias if  they 
want an alias name, as long as we know 
the right name for the organization. If  you 
don’t want to be identified, but you want 
to be a part of  the group, we can make that 
happen. If  you need support and you’re 
scared of  that stigma or being identified, 
we’re there to help. Self-stigma is a big 
one. We share personal stories, too. For 
instance, I was told that as a psychiatrist I’d 
never be able to go back to school because 
I was too unwell and that I’d never work. I 
got told all these things, but someone said 
to me later in life, ‘Why can’t you go to 
school? What’s the big deal?’ I was like, 
‘Oh, I guess I can.’ To give hope rather 
than saying you’re not going to be able to 
do something is better.”

“I find that people really enjoy the 
group. In one session, I’ll talk about how 
to scrapbook, track your voices and map 
them. One gentleman said he’s found that 
really helpful because he was able to do the 
tracking, but also used it for his addiction. 
People were able to use the group for two 
things rather than just the voices.”

Hearing Voices is run through the CMHA-
YRSS’ Community Connections Program. For 
more information on living with psychosis and the 
various ways the CMHA might be able to help, 
visit cmha-yr.on.ca/living-with-psychosis. 

PURPLE DAY – Purple Day, a day to promote epilepsy awareness, was marked at Town Hall on Thursday, March 26, with a special flag raising ceremony at Town Hall. Community members 
joined Mayor Tom Mrakas and Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese, and Town Staff for the occasion, embracing both the cause and the purple dress code. 		             Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Aurora’s first Pride Festival last 
year was one for the books, and 
organizers and community partners, 
are sashaying forward to a second-
annual success.

Aurora’s 2026 Pride Festival, 
hosted by the Aurora Community 
Band (ACB) and the Borealis Big 
Band, in partnership with the Town 
of  Aurora and York Pride, will take 
place at Aurora Town Square on 
Sunday, May 31, from 1 – 5 p.m., 
and volunteers bringing the program 
together promise an afternoon of  
family-friendly fun that is even 
bigger than last year.

“Last year was really about 
launching something meaningful. 
This year is really about building 
momentum on that given how 
many people attended and had 
such a fantastic time,” says Warren 
Fetterly of  the Aurora Community 
Band (ACB), who is once again co-
organizing the Festival with Gord 
Shephard, leader of  both the ACB 
and the Borealis Big Band. “Our 
model is really based in music and art 
being the conduit to have and share 
acceptance. Both bands are coming 
back this year with excellent sets 
of  Pride-inspired music curated by 
Gord, which is amazing, we’re having 
a drag entertainer, Just Peachy, come 
out and add a little glitter and glitz 
to Brevik Hall, and we’re adding a 
new table, the Sugar & Sass Dessert 
Bar with Pride-inspired treats.”

This year, the Aurora Cultural 
Centre is taking on an added role 
with a curated art display in the 
Centre’s Great Hall Gallery.

At the end of  the day, the event is 
about “coming together to celebrate 

diversity, inclusion, and community 
in the heart of  Aurora.”

Doors open at 1 p.m. with 
interactive displays from local arts 
organizations, businesses, and Pride 
organizations, along with a chance 
to have your photo taken with Just 
Peachy. Opening ceremonies will 
follow at 1.15 p.m., with messages 
from Mayor Tom Mrakas, Aurora 
Town Square’s Phil Rose, and York 
Pride’s Jacob Gal.

Entertainment will get underway 
at 2 p.m. with the Borealis Big 
Band in the Aurora Town Square 
Performance Hall, at 3 p.m. with 
interactive displays and Pride-
inspired activities – think a wig-off  
– led by Just Peachy, and return to 
the Performance Hall at 4 p.m. with 
the Aurora Community Band and a 
special lip-sync performance from 
Just Peachy.

Participating organizations and 
businesses include Aurora Town 
Square, York Pride, the Aurora Black 
Community Association, Aurora 
Cultural Centre, Aurora Historical 
Society, Aurora Museum & Archives, 
Aurora Public Library, Dave’s 
Vinyl Party, Marquee Theatrical 
Productions, My Indie Coffee, 
Pflag, Pine Tree Potters Guild, 
SOYRA (Society of  York Region 
Artists), the Town of  Aurora’s Sport 
and Recreation Departments, and 
Theatre Aurora.

“One of  the greatest successes of  
last year was we were able to get so 
many of  the community organizations 
from Aurora to participate in the 
Festival and demonstrate their 
support for the Pride community,” 
says Shephard. “The fact they’re all 
coming back again this year to be a 
part of  the festival I think is a really 
great indication that the event was 

successful. I’m really concerned 
about providing an opportunity 
for the citizens of  Aurora and for 
the organizations, be it businesses 
or arts organizations, to have an 
opportunity in an overt way to 
display their support for Pride.

“I think the band performances 
alone make it worthwhile coming 
out to it. Then we have all these 
wonderful activities that are going 
to be occurring before and during 
the hour-long intermission between 
the two bands. It wasn’t unexpected, 
but maybe something that happened 
last year that we were really happy 
about was the atmosphere and the 
vibe of  the whole event was really 
great. I think it’s going to be better 

this year because we’ve given more 
time for that, and there are going 
to be more activities that are going 
to be occurring between the two 
band performances. We’re looking 
forward to seeing how that works, 
but I think it’s going to be really 
great.”

If  Shephard’s favourite takeaway 
from the inaugural event was seeing 
the community come together, it’s 
a sentiment shared by Fetterly, but 
through a different lens:

“It was having my transgendered 
son, for the first time, be in a space 
that was curated more to him, and 
him feeling comfortable and opening 
up more than he normally would in 
public – it was pretty cool!”

Aurora Pride Festival sashays into “Just Peachy” second year

Members of the Aurora Community Band and Borealis Big Band performed a showcase of Pride-inspired music at the inaugural Aurora Pride Festival 
(pictured) last year, and are warming up for the second-annual party this spring. 			             Auroran file photo by Glenn Rodger
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Development Charge reduction 
greeted with optimism

An $8.8 billion agreement between 
the Federal and Provincial governments 
will support municipal infrastructure 
investments while helping reduce 
development charges.

The move was announced Monday 
by Prime Minister Mark Carney and 
Premier Doug Ford, and comes with 
an HST rebate intended to incentivize 
new home construction.

The majority of  the $8.8 billion in 
funding over 10 years will support the 
reduction of  Development Charges 
(DCs) “by up to 50 per cent” of  
the charges normally collected by 
municipalities from developers to 
account for the impact growth has on 
existing infrastructure.

DCs have often been cited as a key 
factor in housing affordability and 
Monday’s announcement will “offset 
much of  the financial impact of  DC 
reduction on municipalities.”

“However, municipalities will also be 
expected to support DC reductions, so 
that all three levels of  government are 
supporting increased housing supply 
and affordability,” said the Federal 
and Provincial governments in a joint 
statement. “The Province will work 
with municipalities and partners to put 
forward a list of  infrastructure projects 
for approval with a focus on speed and 
efficiency. These strategic investments 
will encourage new home construction 
and reduce barriers and costs to housing 
development to help more people 
realize the dream of  homeownership.”

This week’s announcement was 
part of  a multi-pronged approach 
to affordability, said Prime Minister 
Carney.

“Our new partnership with Ontario is 
about building more affordable homes, 
more transit, and more careers in the 
skilled trades,” he said. “We’re tackling 
the housing crisis from every angle – so 
we can build up housing supply and 
bring down costs for Canadians. We’re 
building Ontario strong and Canada 
strong.”

Added Premier Ford: “Today’s 
agreement will be transformational for 
Ontario and Canada, delivering new 
homes, transit, and infrastructure, and 
supporting hundreds of  thousands of  
good-paying jobs for Ontario workers. 
Our government will continue to 
deliver on our plan to protect Ontario 
in partnership with the Federal 
government and municipalities by 
lowering the cost of  building, getting 
shovels in the ground faster, cutting red 
tape, and investing in workers.”

The reduction of  DCs was greeted 
with cautious optimism by local leaders, 

with Mayor Tom Mrakas suggesting the 
devil will be in the details.

“I am encouraged by today’s Federal-
Provincial announcement to reduce 
municipal development charges by 50 
per cent on new homes for the next three 
years – this is a meaningful step that has 
the potential to unlock housing starts 
on stalled approved projects and get 
shovels in the ground faster,” said Mayor 
Mrakas in a statement. “Together with 
last week’s announcement to remove 
the HST on new home purchases, it’s 
clear that real action is being taken to 
make homeownership more attainable.

“Just as important, I’m pleased to see 
the commitment from both levels of  
government to ensure municipalities are 
properly funded. Development charges 
are a critical funding source that support 
essential infrastructure – from roads and 
water to parks and community spaces 
– and without proper funding, these 
costs would ultimately fall on existing 
taxpayers, which I do not support.”

Mayor Mrakas added the Town will 
be “reviewing the details closely” to 
ensure the changes work for Aurora, 
“supporting housing delivery while 
protecting financial stability and the 
services residents rely on.”

Ward 5 Councillor John Gallo 
called it a “significant step forward” in 
addressing housing affordability.

“This is a meaningful shift – 
recognizing that affordability isn’t just 
about demand, but about reducing 
barriers to supply,” he said. “For 
municipalities like Aurora, this also 
raises important conversations: how 
do we balance development charge 
reductions with maintaining the 
infrastructure our residents rely on? 
How do we ensure growth remains 
sustainable and aligned with community 
needs? The opportunity here is real, but 
so is the responsibility to get it right at 
the local level.”

The HST rebate on new homes 
will see the Federal and Provincial 
governments work together to remove 
the full 13 per cent of  HST for eligible 
buyers of  new homes valued up to 
$1 million and extend the maximum 
rebate amount of  $130,000 to new 
homes valued between $1 million and 
$1.5 million.

“The Federal government will 
provide Ontario a payment in the 
amount of  $875 million, subject to 
passage of  Federal legislation, that may 
be applied against the Federal five per 
cent portion of  the HST that is being 
removed from new homes in Ontario. 
This partnership would provide an 
estimated $2.2 billion in total tax relief  
for housing in Ontario and provide 
homebuyers up to $130,000 in tax 
relief,” said the governments.

A proposed subdivision of  74 
townhouse units on the northwest corner 
of  Leslie Street and Wellington Street 
East, adjacent to the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex, raised questions 
around the Council table last week due 
to plans for an access point to the homes 
through the SARC’s driveway.

At issue is a plan for 74 townhouse 
units – 42 standard and 32 back-
to-backs – with a right-in, right-out 
access point from Wellington Street, 
and another access point through the 
municipally-owned SARC driveway. 

While Council members praised the 
development bringing new residential 
units to the community, particularly 
some back-to-back units attainably 
priced starting at $699,000, questions 
raised at last week’s Public Planning 
meeting touched upon density and 
how the SARC access might impact an 
already-busy public space.

The plan calls for 163 parking spaces 
for the 74 units, including 15 visitor 
parking spaces, and some Councillors 
expressed worry that overflow parking 
from the development would naturally 
flow to the SARC.

“In terms of  the SARC, I tried to 
understand maybe the rationale behind 
it and some of  the pros and cons to it. 
I did a little bit of  a cursory [look] to 
try to understand if  there’s anything 
similar in the Town and the only 
thing I could think of  is the Mosaics 
Avenue subdivision just behind the old 
Canadian Tire off  Murray,” said Ward 
5 Councillor John Gallo, who said he 
wasn’t sure if  he was for or against the 
proposal, but trying to understand the 
impact.

Also raising questions was Ward 4 
Councillor Michael Thompson who 
said back-to-back townhouses with only 
one allocated space per unit has created 
parking issues elsewhere in Aurora.

“We already hear enough about 
people saying that they’re using the 
garage for other things than parking 
their cars. The practicality of  it all 
makes me think that some of  these 
homeowners are going to use up those 
visitor parking spaces as permanent, 
which means… where are they going 
to park? They’re going to park at the 
SARC,” said Councillor Thompson. 
“If  the road is open to the SARC, it 
definitely will encourage them to park 
in the SARC. In fact, it actually might 
be closer for them to park in the SARC 
than park in any of  those visitor spots. 
I’m concerned with only one unit, one 

parking space available for the back-to-
back townhomes in the north because I 
think it’s going to lead to a problem…. 
I look at all the driveways, I look at 
the configuration, I don’t think there’s 
any on-street parking, either. Where is 
everybody parking? It’s going to be at 
the SARC.

“We already have concerns about 
some of  the other developments about 
parking in the SARC and now all of  
a sudden we could be running into a 
future issue [with] residents at large 
wanting to use that facility will have 
limited parking spaces because of  the 
developments that are happening and 
going there.”

The benefit of  access to the SARC 
to the developer was clear, said the 
Councillor, but there needs to be a 
“benefit to the community at large.”

Concerns were echoed by Ward 3 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner who said 
if  she was one of  the homeowners in 
question she would park as close as 
possible to the SARC lot.

“I really don’t think that they’re 
going to go as far as the east area of  the 
SARC lot, which is true, is often quite 
empty, but not when there’s a lot of  
activity at the SARC,” she said, adding 
she also had concerns about liability for 
the Town if  the parking lot became an 
access point for the subdivision.

Council members agreed that the 
SARC driveway should be considered 
by the Region for a future signalized 
intersection to control traffic flow. But, 
as this is not yet being considered by 
Regional Council, the Town could have 
to go it alone.

“As far as the traffic light, absolutely 
we need one in this area at some point, 
but I don’t think the Town should be 
paying for it,” said Mayor Tom Mrakas. 
“I think that both developments, there’s 
one that’s going to be on the south side 
[of  Wellington] and this one can fully 
fund the installation and implementation 
of  that signalized intersection.”

One Councillor who was less 
concerned about the access point was 
Ward 2 Councillor Rachel Gilliland 
who suggested she would have liked 
more vertical density in the area.

“Given the fact that it is a condo-type 
community, it’s not unusual [to have] no 
parking on the street and rely on visitor 
parking,” she said. “In fact, there is a 
bit of  an advantage that of  course we 
have the SARC around the corner, but I 
don’t really foresee that being something 
that will be abused. Is it something we 
should be concerned about and speak 
about today? Absolutely. Do we want 
to make sure the developer realizes that 

Proposed Leslie and Wellington development 
raises questions about SARC use

Image courtesy of the Town of Aurora

we want to ensure that the minimums 
are being presented today and that’s 
not something that you’re going to 
be building the foundation of  your 
application on? Absolutely. Is it a reason 
for me to say that I feel this application 
wouldn’t be something good to move 
forward to the next community to hold? 
I’m not going to hold them to that. I 
do appreciate the comments around the 
table on this, but I certainly would not 

want to hang my hat based on some of  
those comments.

“I think my biggest bone of  contention 
right now is ensuring that we have some 
good amenity space and green space for 
the families that are there because it is 
something that is very near and dear. We 
want to make sure that families have a 
place for the kids to play and walk their 
dogs, and that is really the biggest bone 
of  contention for me.”
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More Than a Home Show! Where Ideas Come to Life!

Design, Build, Refresh — and More!
Everything for Your Home — Inside and Out!

Super fun activities in our KidZ Zone!
Enjoy delicious food from our Optimist Pub & Grill!
Win Chamber Bucks in our NEW money machine!

FREE ADMISSION

EVENT SPONSOR: COMMUNITY BUILDER SPONSORS:GOLD SPONSORS:

EVENT PARTNER:

www.aurorahomeshow.ca

Sunday, April 12, 10am-4pm
Saturday April 11, 9am-5pm

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
1400 Wellington Street East

Saturday, April 11 and Sunday, April 
12 – but with a new twist.

This year, in partnership with Sport 
Aurora, the event has been rebranded 
the Aurora Chamber Home & Active 
Living Show.

This year’s Home & Active Living 
Show will have something for everyone, 
from a full range of  inspirational ideas 
for your home, indoor and outdoor 
design trends, dozens of  vendors, fun 
activities to keep kids occupied, and, of  
course, plenty of  opportunities to shop 
local.

“It’s exciting,” says Alison Mumford, 
Executive Director of  the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce, of  helping 
plan her first Home Show since formally 
taking the helm of  the Chamber earlier 
this year. “Credit to Sandra Watson, 
our Events Manager, for really laying 
the framework for this event.”

The partnership with Sport Aurora, 
which will offer demonstrations 
throughout the weekend, will emphasise 
the “living” aspect of  the Home Show 
brand while also shining a light on 
the more than 40 organizations under 
the Sport Aurora umbrella, including 
martial arts and dance.

“I think it really helps to prove that 
there’s something for everyone at this 
show,” says Mumford. “Sport Aurora 
will have live demonstrations and we’ve 
partnered once again with Backyard 
Pool & Spa as well on a larger feature 
area. It’s just a really fun community 
event.

“Every year we try to get a really good 
variety of  vendors and not saturate 
in any one space. We try to limit the 
number of  landscapers, construction 
contractors, interior designers so 
they’re not competing against each 
other for buyers, but also to allow us 
that variety because your home is not 
just the walls and what’s inside; it’s also 
outside – it’s landscaping, its pools, but 
it’s so much more than that. It’s the 
lifestyle aspect that you can connect 

with different non-profit organizations 
who are maybe looking for different 
people to get involved as volunteers, 
get involved with the community, and I 
think our Home Show really focuses on 
that community aspect of  what’s going 
on in Aurora. I feel like it’s a good, true 
representation of  Aurora.”

Other new features of  the 2026 
Aurora Chamber Home & Active 
Living Show include the re-introduction 
of  Chamber Bucks and a money booth 
you can hop into and collect the Bucks 
which can then be spent within the 
local community.

“We’re trying to partner with 
businesses that maybe can’t have a 
specific booth at the Home Show – we 
can’t bring an entire restaurant there 
to have the same experience – and 
we’re really trying to bridge that and 
promote shopping locally, not just at 
the Home Show, but beyond the Show 
as well. Reintroducing these Chamber 

Get “Active” at Chamber’s annual Home Show
Bucks is kind of  cool. Everybody wants 
to jump into the money machine and 
see how much they can get and it’s just 
a fun activation, but there’s also a good 
message behind it, that the Chamber 
really does value and care about 
shopping locally.”

There is also a $500 giveaway 
and more details can be found at 
aurorahomeshow.ca.

“There’s truly something for 
everyone; whether you’re a homeowner, 
a parent, a senior citizen, a millennial, 
Gen X, or whatever it is, there are 
different activations, different people 
to talk to, connections to make, and it’s 
just a community event to experience,” 
says Mumford. “We have really put a 
focus on trying to get more kid-friendly 
activities, including face painting, 
there’s a partnership with some local 
businesses to bring in pottery painting, 
colouring contests, a dance booth, and 
our fan favourite, Coach Steve is back 

again – and the Chamber Pub & Grill 
is back for those looking to get a quick 
bite while they explore.”

For more information on the 2026 Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce Home & Active Living 
Show, including a full vendor map, check out 
our special Home Show feature in the second 
section of  this week’s edition of  The Auroran.

the Town Newmarket
•	 17150 Yonge Street in the 

Town of  Newmarket;
•	 York Region South Services 

Centre, 50 High Tech Road 
in the City of  Richmond 
Hill;

•	 York Region Transportation 
Operations Centre, 90 Bales 
Drive in the Town of  East 
Gwillimbury;

•	 York Region Community 
and Health Services, 9060 
Jane Street in the City of  
Vaughan.

While this symbolic act lasts 
just one hour, it reflects our 
broader, ongoing commitment 
to environmental sustainability. 
Across York Region, we continue 

to invest in energy efficiency, 
climate resilience and sustainable 
infrastructure. These investments 
help reduce our environmental 
footprint while supporting healthy, 
vibrant communities.

Earth Hour is also a reminder 
that collective action matters. 
Small steps, when taken together, 
can lead to meaningful change. I 
encourage all residents, businesses 
and community partners to take 
part, whether by turning off  lights, 
spending time in nature or taking 
simple actions that support a more 
sustainable future.

Together, we are building a 
cleaner, greener and more resilient 
York Region for generations to 
come.

Eric Jolliffe 
York Region Chairman and CEO

Sport Aurora will have  
live demonstrations and  

we’ve partnered once again 
with Backyard Pool & Spa 
as well on a larger feature 
area. It’s just a really fun 

community event

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

HOLLY
FEST

HOLLY
FEST

VENDOR APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

We’re decking the halls once again and inviting unique, passionate
vendors to join us in making HollyFest even more magical in its

second year. After an incredible inaugural event,
we’re excited to welcome new businesses and continue growing

Orangeville Citizen’s signature holiday shopping experience.

If you’re ready to showcase your products, connect with an engaged
community, join a festive tradition in the making,

we’d love to have you at HollyFest and share in the magic!

Saturday, November 21, 2026 - 9am to 4pm; and 
Sunday, November 22, 2026 - 10am to 3pm

Indoors at the Orangeville Fairgrounds, 
247090 Side Rd 5, Mono

To apply to be a vendor at the show, scan the
QR code, visit our website or email

shows@lpcmedia.ca for a vendor application form.
Apply before June 1, 2026 and be eligible for early

acceptance on June 26.

orangevillehollyfest.ca

Creativity, culture and connection 
are what make a community feel 
alive, and this is the driving force 
behind Porchlight Arts, a new group 
of  community organizers dedicated 
to supporting local arts and culture, 
while creating new “homegrown” 
experiences for the community.
Porchlight Arts formally launched 
Thursday night at the Micak Gallery, 
one of  the newest private arts venues 
in the community located at St. 
Andrew’s Village Plaza.
The volunteers behind Porchlight 
began laying the groundwork for the 
organization about six months ago 
and, at last week’s launch, shared one 
of  their first large-scale initiatives, 
which will be a nod to their name – 
an evening this fall where the porches 
of  homes in the Town’s historic core 
will be activated with music and 
“unexpected” art.
“At its core, Porchlight Arts is 
about inspiring and energizing 
our community through culture, 
creativity, and connection,” said 
Lauren Hanna, a founding member 
of  Porchlight. “It all started with a 
simple observation and conversations 
among the founding members that 
what we have here in Aurora is really, 
really incredible, and we wanted to 
amplify that. From Town Square, the 

Porchlight Arts aims to amplify arts, create 
“homegrown cultural experiences”

world-class performing arts facility, to 
the galleries and creative spaces that 
we have, the music festivals that come 
through, like the Winter Blues Festival 
that we just had, and the caliber 
of  the artists who are here locally 
creating, we realize there’s so much to 
celebrate. We asked ourselves, how do 
we make this a bigger part of  Aurora’s 
identity, a source of  pride for residents 
and business owners here, and also a 
destination that people want to come 
to from outside of  Aurora?
“We know something important: 
when people come for arts and 
culture, they don’t just visit one 
place, and this is highlighted in the 
Town’s tourism strategy earlier this 
year. They go to local restaurants, 
they shop at local businesses, they 
stay overnight. So, there’s also a very 
enriching local impact economically 
that we can celebrate, too. And that’s 
what Porchlight Arts is all about. We 
want to celebrate and amplify what’s 
already happening. We want to help 
spread the word about incredible 
things that are happening here, 
whether it’s promoting it ourselves 
or collectively, and we want to do 
more to foster collaboration between 
businesses, potential venues, artists, 
sponsors, just even to amplify what’s 
happening at the Cultural Centre 
or Town Square. We just know 
there’s more that can be done. And 
we want to create something special 
together.”

Thursday’s opening reception brought 
out representatives from the Town, 
Aurora Town Square, the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, the Aurora Public 
Library, and other cultural partners 
within Aurora.
Organizers stressed this was just the 
first milestone on a journey towards 
further collaboration.
“This is not something we plan to 
create on our own, and we can’t do 
it alone,” Hanna continued. “Just 
by being here tonight and being in 
this room, we’ve already taken an 
important step in that direction.”
The fall event was expanded upon 
by Ariana Dalie, another founding 
member of  Porchlight. The owner of  
music production company Happiness 
Mafia and an Aurora resident of  more 
than 18 years, she says she was inspired 
by the arts scene in Collingwood, ON, 
and wanted to foster these cultural 
connections here at home.
“Being connected with a music 
company and working with artists, 

I thought we’d reach out to some 
wonderful ladies that I knew would 
make this possible, and they’re 
here, and they’re willing to get this 
going,” Dalie told the audience at the 
reception. “Thank you so much to 
everyone for coming and being a part 
of  this, I think we’re going to create 
something great.
“We have many ideas, many visions, 
and in September we plan to have 
an event where we need your help. 
We plan to have music, art, and just 
create something amazing. We’re 
going to need sponsors, we’re going 
to need venues, we’re going to need 
artists, and we’re going to be reaching 
out to all of  you and see how you can 
support us and be a part of  it. I think 
as a community we want to make 
this place great. We want people 
from Toronto to come here instead 
of  us going to Toronto, so I think 
that’s really important – and I think 
as a community we can make this 
happen.”

Supporting last week’s launch of Porchlight Arts were Katie, Kim, Deanna, Lauren, Steph, and 
Arianna. 						            Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

GLOBAL FUSION – The Aurora Cultural Centre hosted Jason Wilson & Ashara at the 
Aurora Town Square Performance Hall on Saturday for “an unforgettable night of boundary-push-
ing global fusion” featuring Juno-nominee Jason Wilson, known for his “genre-defying blend of 
jazz, folks, and reggae,” and his ensemble. 			          Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Future Hall of Famer of the Month
March 2026

J O C E L Y N  Z O U  
W H I S P E R I N G  P I N E S  P U B L I C  S C H O O L    

Jocelyn Zou is a well-rounded Grade 8 student who demonstrates excellence across 
athletics, the arts, and community involvement. Jocelyn actively participates in vol-
leyball, basketball, dance, and gymnastics. 
Volleyball is Jocelyn’s favourite sport and she currently plays for the Storm Typhoon 
14U Division 1 team, where she is in her second year of competition. At school, she 
takes pride in giving back by helping coach junior teams and assisting with volley-
ball club activities. Her dedication, focus and persistence were recognized when she 
became the only student in her school to achieve the “1,000 Club,” successfully com-
pleting consecutive volleyball bumps against a wall. 
“She is a strong leader both on and off the court,” explained teacher-coach Nicole 
Currie at the school. “She helps build the confidence and skills of her teammates by 
encouraging others and supporting them as the develop their fundamental abilities 
in the sport. She leads with positivity and charisma and her teammates often look to 
her for advice and encouragement when they need support.”  
In addition to volleyball, Jocelyn trains in small-group basketball sessions with the 
Air Eagles Academy. She continues to strengthen her game while mentoring younger 
athletes. She has also recently started gymnastics training to build confidence and 
develop tumbling skills that support her progress in dance. 
Jocelyn’s passion for the arts is equally impressive. She has been dancing since the 
age of three and has performed in numerous community events, including every 
Markham Youth Spring Festival Gala from its inaugural event to the 9th Gala in 
2026. She has also earned first place in the Youth Group category at the CNTV 2024 
Dance Competition. Outside of dance, Jocelyn enjoys playing the tuba in her school 
band and working toward completing her Grade 7 piano conservatory. 
Since the age of six, she enjoys sketching and painting in a variety of styles. For her 
achievements, Jocelyn has received multiple certificates of recognition from commu-
nity leaders and was selected as a 2023 International Youth Friendship Ambassador. 
Jocelyn is excited to attend G.W. Williams Secondary School in the fall. 
Congratulations! 

EST. 1972
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BY JIM STEWART

Logan Ritchie—the Aurora Tigers’ 
PA voice and Social Media guru—was 
named the 2025-26 Ontario Junior 
Hockey League’s Volunteer of  the Year on 
Wednesday.

The Grade 11 student at Sacred Heart 
Catholic High School in Newmarket was 
taken aback when he read about the honor 
bestowed upon him by the OJHL.

“I was really surprised—I didn’t expect 
it all. I opened my phone and saw ‘Aurora’s 
Logan Ritchie Named Volunteer of  the 
Year’ on the website and said to myself, 
‘Wait a sec.’ I was honored and really 
happy.”

Tigers’ General Manager and Head 
Coach James Thomson described Ritchie 
in the most glowing of  terms during his 
interview with OJHL staff. 

Aurora’s recently-installed Head Coach 
complimented Ritchie for “completely 
tak[ing] over and reinvent[ing] our digital 
footprint.”

“Logan’s dedication to his craft, 
consistent ingenuity, and persistent attitude 
has resulted in one of  the best social media 
presences in our league.  We’re incredibly 
lucky to work with him.”

When Thomson’s words of  praise were 
read to Ritchie, the 16-year-old aspiring 
electrician noted that it made him “feel 
great.”

“I’m glad-- and I appreciate--that they’ve 
placed their trust in me. I loved hearing 
that from James—this will motivate me 
even more. I feel valued.”

Ritchie is in his fourth year as a tireless 
volunteer for the Tigers and he noted that 
of  all the jobs he carries out for the Junior 
A club.

“It’s the Media I enjoy the most.  I keep 

getting better and better at it.  I enjoy 
promoting the team, the players, the big 
plays, the birthdays—I like to get the ideas 
out there and like working from my desk.”  

When asked to define the most enjoyable 
part of  being the Tigers’ PA voice, Ritchie 
described the energy created by “being 
around the game environment—it’s great.  
The players have appreciated what I’ve 
done during the games over the last three 
years.”

He also described the benefits of  
assuming so many responsible positions 
with the Tigers.

“I really like doing the work—it fills the 
weekends and I like doing this job on the 
side. It gives me a strong background.”

Ritchie discussed how his experiences 
with the Tigers complement his school 
work at Sacred Heart CHS which he 
described as “a good place. I have no 
complaints.”

He added that his favorite subjects in 
Grade 11 are “Math and Science—I 
recognize their importance – but I’d like 
to go to Trade School. This semester, I’m 
doing a four-credit Co-Op package with 
an electrician in Keswick. We drive around 
and provide residential, industrial, and 
commercial repair services. I’d like to go to 
Seneca to study to become an electrician.”

The Tigers’ Digital Media Coordinator 
and Game Day Operations Executive 
acknowledged that there will be electricity 
in the air when he’s recognized by the 
24-team association during the OJHL’s 
Championship Series in April.

When asked how such a centre ice 
ceremony will make him feel in a loud 
arena in Junior A hockey hotbeds such 
as Collingwood, Trenton, or Stouffville, 
Ritchie noted that “I’m going to feel 
honored.”

“It’ll be an incredible experience. I can’t 
believe where this is going. I started doing 

this for the Volunteer Hours, but after three 
years, it’s become much more.”

Aurora Junior Tigers’ PA Voice and Digital Designer 
Logan Ritchie named OJHL’s Volunteer of the Year
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Junior Panthers bash 
Burlington Barracudas 

5-1 to close pool play at OWHL  
U22 Elite Eight Championships

BY JIM STEWART

Ellie Lewington, Anastasia Trifon, Zoe Ordanis, Audrey 
Martone, and Lily Paisley scored one goal each to pace Central 
York to a 5-1 win over Burlington on Saturday afternoon at the 
Scotiabank Pond in Toronto.

With the decisive victory over the Barracudas, the Junior 
Panthers closed out their 2025-26 season on a winning note. 

Despite beating up higher-ranked Burlington which finished 
second in Pool B, Central York was eliminated from Sunday’s 
Gold and Bronze medal games after losing two hard-fought 
contests:  3-1 to the Mississauga Hurricanes on Thursday and 
5-3 to the Durham West Lightning on Friday.

Durham West advanced to the Gold Medal game with seven 
points, based on a 2-1-0 record.

Burlington advanced to the Bronze Medal game with four 
points after procuring a 2-1-0 record. 

Mississauga, which finished 2nd in the 22U Elite Division after 
the regular season, but stumbled in pool play, failed to advance to 
the Medal round after accruing a 1-2-0 record and four points. 

On Saturday versus the Barracudas, the Panthers were playing 
for pride and got off  to a quick start in their quest to subdue 
Burlington. Lewington lit the lamp 2:39 into the first period—
with helpers from Paisley and Ordanis—to give the Panthers a 
1-0 lead. 

Trifon gave Central York a two-goal advantage with 7:05 to 
go in the opening frame—earning assists for Demi Lazarou and 
Elizabeth Shapira on what turned out to be the game-winning 
tally.

When Caileigh Tiller pulled Burlington to within one goal at 
17:04 of  the second period, Ordanis restored the Panthers’ two-
goal lead less than two minutes later.  Annabella Van Berkel and 
Mackenzie Cotey notched helpers on Ordanis’s marker.

With 1:55 remaining in the middle frame, Martone moved the 
Panthers’ lead to 4-1 after being set up by Lazarou and Elizabeth 
Janovski.

Paisley closed the scoring when the Panthers’ power play 
clicked midway through the third period.

Lazarou and Janovski each earned their second assists of  the 
contest. 

The Junior Panthers closed their impressive season as the 7th-
ranked team in the 25-team Elite U22 Division and defeated 
the Kingston Ice Wolves three games to one in the OWHL’s 
Preliminary Playoff  Round last weekend to advance to the Elite 
Eight Championships in Toronto.  

Golf courses should be exempt from 
Clean Communities Bylaw: Councillor

Golf  courses rely on landscaping for game 
play and, when it comes to grass and turf  
maintenance, should be exempt from Aurora’s 
Clean Communities Bylaw, according to Ward 4 
Councillor Michael Thompson.

This week, Council will give final consideration 
to Councillor Thompson’s motion, which was 
given tentative approval at the Committee level 
earlier this month.

In his motion, the Councillor says changes 
would be particularly applicable to golf  courses 
built alongside residential properties.

“The Town of  Aurora enacted the Clean 
Communities Bylaw to establish clear, consistent 
and enforceable standards for property 
maintenance throughout the municipality,” said 
Councillor Thompson in his motion. “Standards 
for grass and yard maintenance are intended 
to reduce pests and vermin, ensure consistent 
community appearance, and prevent selective or 
inconsistent enforcement practices. 

“The Town of  Aurora contains several fully-
operational golf  courses, many of  which abut 
and share divisional property lines with residential 
properties within Aurora and neighbouring 
municipalities. Golf  courses are highly 
specialized land uses that require agronomic turf  
management practices distinct from residential 
or general commercial properties in order to 
maintain safe, functional, and environmentally 
managed playing services.”

Golf  courses, he added, are already subject 
to provincial regulations governing the use of  
pesticides, and Aurora applying “standard grass 
height and yard maintenance provisions of  the 
Clean Communities Bylaw to golf  courses may 
create operational conflicts and unintended 
enforcement challenges without advancing the 
original intent of  the bylaw.”

Should the motion get final approval this week, 
Town Staff  will be directed to bring forward 
just such a bylaw amendment, applying only to 
“lands actively used or maintained as part of  
an operational golf  course, and not to vacant, 
surplus, or non-golf-related lands.”

“As you know, we have a number of  golf  
courses, a lot of  them have homes bordering on 
the golf  courses. I would, in my experience, say 
that they operate on a good neighbor policy,” said 
Councillor Thompson at the Committee of  the 
Whole meeting. “They have good relationships 
with those that border. But at the same time, the 
way the bylaw is written is that technically they 
could be in violation of  the bylaw for not keeping 
their grass to a certain standard. For those that 
are familiar with golf  and play golf, we know that 
on the fringes, sometimes we’ll call it the rough, 
and some golf  courses as part of  their experience 
on the whole, they will allow the grass to grow 
to more than 20 centimeters in the rough, and 
that…could put them in violation.

“So, theoretically, somebody could lodge a 
complaint and that would force bylaw to go out 
and serve a notice of  violation. But we recognize, 
and what we’ve tried to identify here working 
with staff  is that it’s really just those areas that 
are actually specific to the golf  course itself, the 
areas of  play, and that we recognize that these 
owners, and many of  us know them individually 
as well… they are good stewards of  their golf  
courses. They take pride in their course. They’re 
out there maintaining them all the time. These 
are not unkept properties. They are manicured 
and managed in that sense. We don’t want to see 
an issue whereby bylaw is forcing them a violation 
when really, I think it warrants them being able to 
manage that aspect of  their business.”

The good neighbour aspect of  golf  courses 
was recognized by Ward 1 Councillor Ron 
Weese, citing St. Andrew’s Golf  Course on St. 
John’s Sideroad as a particular example, allowing 
the community to use their trails in the off-season.

Ward 3 Councillor Wendy Gaertner asked 
whether the motion had been spurred by 
complaints, but Councillor Thompson said it 
was inspired more by conversations with property 
owners.

“I do know that there were some conversations 
had with one property owner and a particular 
golf  course, for sure, and that’s partly what 
spurred some of  these conversations in the 
development of  this bylaw,” he replied. “Nothing 
actually happened with those concerns and 
conversations.”

Exemption would only apply to grass, landscaping
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5 TOPPING 
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Lowest Delivery Fee 
In Town!

(905) 713-1189

(code:4020)

with people who use our services? Quite 
honestly, we were looking at the cost of  
running a grocery gift card program and 
it’s just absolutely phenomenal and not 
sustainable,” says Sally Freitas, Executive 
Director of  Welcoming Arms. “We 
wanted to say we, ‘We can help you, but 
in a different way.’ That’s where Meals 
Plus comes in – transitioning people from 
grocery gift cards to frozen meals, we can 
still continue to offer support, but we can 
do it in a way that is more sustainable.”

While Freitas says gift cards have 
often been seen as “best practice” in this 
particular sector, there is greater funding 
available for food programs, such as 
community meals.

Welcoming Arms developed Meals 
Plus based on the Good Food Impact 
model out of  Stouffville. Once they had all 
the details in place, including a generous 
donation from the Aurora Hewy Golf  
Tournament, which Freitas says was 
enough to fund the program for about 
half-a-year, 10 volunteers were hard at 
work Monday morning preparing the 
meals out of  the kitchens at St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church.

The shift towards a meal program is 
sustainable on another front as well; the 
new structure enables Welcoming Arms 
to take part in food rescue programs, 
such as Flashfood, that distribute surplus 
meat, produce, and more, sometimes at 
discounts of  more than 50 per cent.

“We can rescue food so, in theory, our 
ingredients costs can halve,” says Freitas. 
“It’s really fantastic. If  farmers reach out 
to us, which they do in the seasons, we can 
take what’s cleared out of  their fields and 
are able to use that. We partner with the 
York Region Food Network and we host 
their Market once a month, and if  there’s 
leftover produce from there or any of  their 
other markets, we can purchase that at cost 
and use that. The overarching theme is a 
very practical response to food insecurity 
in a population that we have already been 
serving. We’re able to offer them a very 
tangible solution to the issue they’re facing 

and also participating in food rescue and 
keeping food out of  the landfill. It’s really 
a big win-win.”

Also helping to make the Meals Plus 
program a reality is Aurora’s Cube 
Packaging, which has donated containers 
for clients to take home their meals.

“You’ve got people in the community 
who are so generously offering their time 
and that’s unbelievable,” says Freitas. 
“You’ve got people who say, ‘Yes, I want to 
cook. I want to help you plan your meals. 
I want to help you grocery shop. We want 
to help distribute meals.’ The response 
from the community has been really 
outstanding.”

The Meals Plus program has been 
greeted warmly by Bridging the Gap 
clients as well, although the true measures 
of  success will start to be noted when the 
program formally launches this week.

“For the most part, [we’ve been hearing 
things like], ‘Oh, my gosh, where has this 
been? We don’t have to buy ingredients. 
We don’t have to worry and fuss about.’ 
Mothers of  young kids are saying this is 
fantastic, and I think typically men living 
alone are saying it’s an incredible thing 
to be offering,” she says. “It’s difficult 
for some people because gift cards are 
considered best practice [as] it lends itself  
to so much autonomy. You can go in and 
make your choices. What we’re saying is 
we’re not stopping grocery gift cards, we’ll 
be offering them for a period of  time, and 
then there’s going to be all kinds of  things 
coming along with the grocery gift card 
program.

“We’re going to include a community 
resource assessment; in the beginning, 
Bridging the Gap was a program that 
was started by a couple of  ladies in the 
community who attended a couple of  the 
churches and the original thought was 
we want to connect with people in the 
community who may be experiencing 
challenges in their life and the gift card 
was sort of  a way to get people through 
the door. ‘Hey, come in and chat with us. 
Let’s see what we can work out together.’ 
Over time, the focus has been on the gift 

card and that’s not necessarily the focus 
on our programs; our programs are about 
building community capacity, building 
individual capacity, connecting, and 
offering that listening ear.”

Having that listening ear will be key 
in the success of  Meals Plus as well, 
as they solicit feedback from clients to 
make sure the new frozen meals are 
meeting the mark and hitting the spot. 

“Our purpose is to address food 

insecurity, to be able to offer a program 
that’s absolutely sustainable, so that 
it doesn’t interrupt well-established 
relationships between our volunteers 
and our program visitors, and even 
in between program visitors. I think 
Meals Plus is a wonderful solution 
to a program that was increasingly 
not sustainable and just finding a 
way to continue to offer services and 
outreach.”

Dana and Sam were among the volunteers preparing for this week’s launch of Meals Plus. 
Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

905.727.4258 www.tholiver.com
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Sustainability, demand sees significant shift  
for Welcoming Arms



 14           THE AURORAN | THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2026  

15900 Bayview Avenue Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7Y3  905-726-9532

01
_W

K
14

_R
C

S
S

.p
1.

p1
.p

df
 R

ev
is

io
n:

 2
A

pp
ro

ve
d

S
hi

va
m

 S
ek

hr
i

3/
26

/2
02

6 
3:

55
 P

M
P

ag
e 

1

01_WK14_RCSS.p1.p1.pdf Revision: 2 Approved

Shivam Sekhri 3/26/2026 3:55 PM Page 1

01_WK14_RCSS.p1.p1.pdf Revision: 2 Approved

Shivam Sekhri 3/26/2026 3:55 PM Page 1



THE AURORAN | THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2026  15

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

MADE IN

S U P P O R T  L O C A L

CANADA
MADE IN

Police appeal for witnesses 
after string of gas station 
robberies

York Regional Police are appealing 
for witnesses to come forward following 
a string of  gas station robberies over the 
weekend.

“On Monday, March 30, 2026, just 
after midnight, police responded to a 
robbery at a gas station in the area of  Bur 
Oak Avenue and McCowan Road, in the 
City of  Markham,” say Police. “When 
they arrived at the scene, officers learned 
a male suspect entered the gas station, 
made threats and demands for cash 
before fleeing the scene with a quantity 
of  currency. There were no reported 
injuries.”

Six additional commercial robberies 
involving a suspect Police say match the 
same description occurred March 24 at 
approximately 11.30 a.m. at a money loan 
store in Richmond Hill around Yonge 
Street and Major Mackenzie Drive; on 
March 25 at approximately 7.25 a.m., at 
a gas station near Woodbine Avenue and 
Yorktech Drive in Markham; at 7.50 a.m. 
the same morning at a gas station near 
16th Avenue and Ninth Line; on March 
28 at approximately 7.50 a.m. at a gas 
station near Highway 50 and Langstaff  
Road; on March 29 at approximately 8.15 
p.m. near Steeles Avenue and Dufferin 
Street; and Monday, March 30, at a gas 
station located near Major Mackenzie 
and McCowan Road.

“The suspect is described as a male, 6’ 
tall, thin build,” say Police. “He was seen 
wearing a grey toque, dark shirt, with a 
black long sleeve underneath, black pants, 
black gloves and grey footwear. He also 

appeared to be using a white shirt as a 
mask.

“These locations of  these incidents are 
in areas with heavy foot and vehicle traffic. 
Police are appealing to anyone who may 
have seen something suspicious, or to 
anyone with dashcam that was in the area 
to come forward. Anyone with information 
is asked to call the York Regional Police 
Hold-Up Unit at 1-866-876-5423, ext. 
6630, or contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS. To leave an anonymous tip 
online, visit www.1800222tips.com.”

CAMERA WARNING

York Regional Police are also urging the 
public to be aware of  cameras being used 
to “scout” residential properties for break 
and enters.

The warning follows two incidents 
where Police say cameras were used to 
watch residences before committing the 
crime.

“Two incidents were reported in 
Vaughan after cameras and battery packs 
were located on residential properties, 
disguised with camouflage,” say Police. 
“The cameras were hidden near trees and 
bushes on the properties. A review of  the 
footage revealed the devices were placed 
to record homeowners’ routines, allowing 
suspects to scout the properties before 
committing break and enters.

“Homeowners are encouraged to be 
aware of  this crime technique and to report 
any suspicious people, items, or activity to 
police.”

Camera warning issued by YRP

aurora online inc.
20521 centre street mount albert, on l0G 1m0 
t (905) 222-2022 (905) 222-2022 F (866) 812-7442 (866) 812-7442 
auroraonline.com | rob@auroraonline.com

Our services include:
 Flexible Tech Support: Get help when you need it, with   
     both on-site and remote support for Windows and Mac.

Complete Web Services: From reliable web hosting 
to custom website creation, we build your on-line home.

Total Security: Protect your data with our robust  
backup, anti-virus, and anti-spam solutions.

Lower Your Costs: Switch to our VoIP services and  
significantly reduce your monthly phone bill.

Struggling with TECH ISSUES or need a Professional WEB SITE

     schuetzeRob
We offer special rates for not-for-profit organizations 

Contact us today for a free consultation  
and see how we can simplify your technology.

  

Pet food bank launched 
by Animal Services 
department

Aurora’s Animal Services has 
launched a new initiative for pet 
owners struggling to make ends 
meet.

The new Aurora Pet Food 
Bank, an initiative of  the Town’s 
Animal Services Department, was 
announced by the Town on Tuesday 
morning.

It is described as a “community-
driven” initiative to keep pets and 
their families together in challenging 
times.

“Recognizing that many families 
may face financial challenges, 
Aurora’s Animal Services has 
launched a new initiative to ensure that 
no one must make the heartbreaking 
decision of  surrendering their pet 
due to the inability to afford food,” 
said the Town in a statement. “The 
new Aurora Pet Food Bank provides 
critical support to pet owners in 
need, supplying them with one week 
to one month of  essential pet supplies 
based on availability and demand.

“Aurora’s Animal Services 
encourages residents and businesses 
to donate sealed, dry or canned pet 
food for cats, dogs, and other small 
animals.”

The Town encourages donations 
to be dropped off  at the Joint 
Operations Centre at 229 Industrial 
Parkway North during regular 
business hours, while businesses 
with larger donations may arrange 
a pickup by reaching out to 
animalservices@aurora.ca.

Donations, the Town notes, will 
also benefit the Georgina Animal 
Shelter, Shades of  Hope Wildlife 
Refuge, and other local animal 
resources.

The new service will be available 
to pet owners not just in Aurora, but 
East Gwillimbury and Georgina as 
well. 

Those interested in receiving food 
from the service are invited to fill out 
an online application form. From 
there, Animal Services will package 
what’s needed and arrange pick-up.

Interested pet owners will be 
asked about their pets, age, food 
requirements, and more.

“We understand that pets are 
cherished members of  many 
families,” said Mayor Tom Mrakas 
in a statement. “The Pet Food Bank 
is a way for our community to come 
together and support one another, 
ensuring pets can stay in their loving 
homes where they belong.

For more, visit aurora.ca/PetFoodBank.

COMMUNITY 
ARTS SHOWCASE

CHATS (Community and Home Assistance to Seniors) hosted its second-annual Community 
Arts Showcase at the Aurora branch of the Royal Canadian Legion on Saturday, featuring 
an array of work created by older adults in the community, including (top) Valerie, (mid-
dle) Olga, (above) and support from Newmarket-Aurora MP Sandra Cobena, pictured with 
CHATS CEO Christina Bisanz. “More than just an art show, it is a celebration of creativity and 
a tribute to the meaningful role older adults play in enriching and shaping our communities,” 
said CHATS. “Older adults make invaluable contributions through their wisdom, life experi-
ence, and artistic gifts. Their work provides new perspectives and strengthens our cultural 
landscape. The CHATS Community Art Showcase is a powerful reminder that the creativity 
and passion of older generations continue to inspire, influence, and bring people together. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5   T: 905-833-1972  www.cds.on.ca

Visit CDS  We would love to show you how far we’ve come 
in our fi rst 53 years and invite you to be part of our future. Call us today 
at 905.833.1972 to book a tour!

Interested in exploring The Country Day School 
for your child(ren) for 2027–2028?

There are many different ways for you to learn more about CDS by 
inquiring, or visiting our 100-acre campus during an Open House or a private visit. 

We invite you and your family to start your journey today!

The teachers are one 
of the greatest things about 
CDS. They are so inspiring 

and do everything they 
can to help their students, 
both as our coaches and 

our teachers.”
Andy 

Current student

‘‘Choosing CDS 
was defi nitely 

the best choice we 
could have made for 

our daughter!”
Emily Johnson 
Current parent

‘‘

DISCOVER AN 

EDUCATION WITH BALANCE
AT THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

The meaning in our lives 
comes from our connection 

with others … Be true to yourself, care 
deeply for the people around you, and 
if you do, you may stumble, but you will 
never lose your way.” 
Jack ’25, Class Valedictorian, 
Management Engineering, University of Waterloo 

JO
IN

 US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE!   

Ask about Entrance Scholarships for G

ra
de

s 
7–

10

Middle/Senior School
April 15 

9:00–10:30 am 
Junior School 

April 22 
9:00–10:30 am 

RSVP at 
www.cds.on.ca/

visitus

CDS_KWS Gatefold_OBC_2026-03-27_FINAL.indd   1 2026-03-24   3:29 PM
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EVENT SPONSOR: COMMUNITY BUILDER SPONSORS:GOLD SPONSORS:

EVENT PARTNER:

FREE ADMISSION

Catch as many Chamber Bucks as
you can during your turn! Step
inside the Money Machine for your
chance to win Chamber Bucks
redeemable at participating
businesses.  Terms & Conditions
Apply! See website for details.
Sponsored by

Fun for the Whole Family! Paint
your own pottery with Crock A
Doodle, colouring contests, face
painting, fishing game with prizes,
Magic show with Coach Steve!

Attend the Aurora Home
& Active Living Show for

our chance to win!
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FREE ADMISSION

Fun for the Whole Family! Paint
your own pottery with Crock A
Doodle, colouring contests, face
painting, fishing game with prizes,
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Win $500!
Attend the Aurora Home & Active
Living Show for a chance to win $500.
Scan below for more details on how
you can win!

the full list of vendors
and start planning
your visit on April
11th and April 12th!

Participating Vendors:
Body Beautiful
Coup de Foudre
KIBO Natural Body Care
Mondo Del Cafe
Wicked Eats Kitchen + Bar

Connect with our
event partner Sport
Aurora and their
network of member
organizations to

Money Machine!

Omars Shoes
PD Diner
Royal Rose Gallery
Saltbox Cafe
My Indie Coffee

discover a wide range of opportunities to get
involved in local sports and clubs.

Visit the Chamber Pub &
Grill, proudly operated by
the Optimist Club of
Aurora, and enjoy a
delicious BBQ lunch
paired with your choice of
alcoholic or non-alcoholic
beverage. Open during
11am – 3pm on Saturday
and Sunday.

chamber puB & grill

Curious to see who will be at the
Aurora Home & Active Living
Show?  Scan the QR code to explore

vendors!

www.aurorahomeshow.ca

Participating Vendors:Participating Vendors:
Body BeautifulBody Beautiful
Coup de FoudreCoup de Foudre

SATURDAY 
APRIL 11 9AM– 5PM

SUNDAY
APRIL 12 10AM - 4PM

AURORA CHAMBER HOME & ACTIVE LIVING SHOW
April 11-12, 2026 STRONACH AURORA RECREATION COMPLEX

BOOTH PRICING (plus HST) MEMBER 
PRICE

NON-MEMBER
PRICE

REGULAR BOOTH                                                 $650                      $835

MARKETPLACE - 8x5' SPACE                             $250                      $300

BOOTHS 212, 213 & 217                                          $750                      $875

DOUBLE BOOTH                                                   $1250                    $1600

AURORA TOYOTA ARENA PFAFF ARENA

BACKYARD POOL & SPA

MAIN
ENTRANCES

Marketplace Tables

Loading Door Loading Door 

236 263

264237

241

123 113

217

213

212
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G H I J K
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C

D

E M

F L

N

ACTIVATION AREA,
KIDS ZONE

and
SPORT AURORA MEMBERS

No booth will be reserved without a 50% deposit.
Hydro (one 110 volt - max 15 amp) and drapery included for all booths and Marketplace..
Table, chairs, carpeting and extension cords not included for booths. 
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No booth will be reserved without a 50% deposit.
Hydro (one 110 volt - max 15 amp) and drapery included for all booths and Marketplace..
Table, chairs, carpeting and extension cords not included for booths. 

VISIT US AT
BOOTH
268summersandsmith.com

905-727-2323

SHOW SPECIALS
BIG SAVINGS ON HEAT PUMP & A/C UNITS

BOOK A SPRING MAINTENANCE AT THE SHOW AND SAVE!

RAFFLE & GIVEAWAYS
ECOBEE SMART THERMOSTAT RAFFLE
SIGN UP FOR A QUOTE AND GET A FREE
PROMOTIONAL ITEM

WATER SOFTENER
RAFFLE GIVEAWAY

BIG SAVINGS ON HEAT PUMP & A/C UNITS

AURORA CHAMBER 
HOME & ACTIVE LIVING SHOW 
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SUMMERS & SMITH:   
Cooling & Heating
BOOTH # 268

RYDEL 
Roofing & Siding
BOOTH # 255/282

BUZZGUARD
Mosquito & Tick Defence
BOOTH # 235

PREMIER NORTH
Windows and Doors 
BOOTH # 201/202

COMPOSITE POOLS
BOOTH # 224

URO SPOT 
Strengthening your Pelvic Floor
BOOTH # 231/232

PLATINUM RENOVATIONS
Windows & Doors
BOOTH # 108

QUEENSVILLE SODFARMS
Premium Turf Services
BOOTH # 237

PAGE 17

PAGE  19

PAGE 20

PAGE 21
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DILIGENCE

TRIUMPH KINGSTON SIMPLICITY INSPIRE

ONTARIO TRENTON

MAJESTIC FREEDOM
BUILT-IN TANNING

FERVENT
BUILT-IN TANNING 
LEDGE & SPA

ENDURANCE
LAP POOLS
UP TO 65’ LONG

BENTLEY SPA
WIDE SPILLOVER

Composite
Pools Canada
Where quality, ethics and 
reliability come together

Water features such as 
deck jets, laminar jets, waterfalls, sheer descents, 

or bubblers enhance your pools with stunning visual effects 
and soothing sounds. Sheer descents and laminar can also add 
unique lighting effects. Laminar jets bring a touch of beauty 

to any water feature. These jest produce water without
 ripples – resembling solid glass!

LARGE SELECTION OF FIBERGLASS POOLS 
 WITH THE BEST WARRANTY IN CANADA

22012 Highway 48 Mt. Albert ON

905.473.1985
CompositePoolsCanada.ca

Trends 5 shaping  
the modern home in 2026

SUSTAINABLE LIVING
Homeowners are choosing green 
solutions more than ever. This means 
picking reclaimed materials, installing 
energy-efficient systems, and reducing 
waste. Eco-friendly choices not only 
help the environment but also lower 
utility bills. Simple changes like better 
insulation, water-saving fixtures, and 
maximizing natural light make a 
huge impact over time.

SMART HOME TECHNOLOGY
Technology is no longer just for 
entertainment; it is built into the 
fabric of  the house. Automated 
lighting, smart thermostats, and 
advanced security systems offer 
unmatched convenience. These 
systems learn your daily routines, 
adjusting the indoor climate to 
keep you comfortable while actively 
conserving energy.

OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES
Backyards have become true 
extensions of  the interior. People 
are investing in outdoor kitchens, 
comfortable weather-resistant 
furniture, and cozy fire pits. Creating 
a functional outdoor space gives you 
a private retreat to relax and host 
friends. These areas are designed 
to be enjoyed year-round, complete 

with covered sections and outdoor 
heating elements.

MULTI-GENERATIONAL  
LIVING
Families are changing, and homes are 
adapting to fit multiple generations 
under one roof. Floor plans now 
feature flexible spaces, like finished 
basements or separated accessory 
dwelling units. Having dual primary 
suites or accessible ground-floor 
bedrooms makes long-term living 
easier for aging relatives. These 
clever layouts give everyone their 
own privacy while keeping the family 
connected.

TIMELESS DESIGN
While it is fun to follow fads, lasting 
design relies on a mix of  modern 
function and classic style. Neutral color 
palettes, natural wood textures, and 
clean lines create a strong foundation. 
Investing in high-quality, durable 
finishes ensures your home will not look 
outdated quickly. You can easily update 
these spaces with colorful accents and 
fresh decor as your tastes change.
Making your home fit your lifestyle is a 
rewarding journey. By focusing on these 
five areas, you can create a beautiful, 
efficient space that serves you well for 
decades to come.

    The way we live changes constantly, and our homes must adapt.  
This year, home design focuses on blending comfort, function,  
and style to meet the demands of  everyday life. Whether you are 
planning a massive remodel or looking for simple updates, a few  
key concepts are guiding the future of  home improvement.
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AURORA 
HOME SHOW

APRIL 11 & 12

Call now and start saving Call now and start saving 416 609 0102416 609 0102
WWW. PLATINUMRENOVATIONS.COMWWW. PLATINUMRENOVATIONS.COM

WINDOWS & DOORS

38% OFF 
WINDOWS

50% OFF
SECURITY GLASS

40% OFF
EXTERIOR DOORS

SHOW SALE ITEMS

info@queensvillesod.ca

  e e k e n d 
m o r n i n g s 
deserve a 
delicious meal 
that brings 
e v e r y o n e 

to the table. You can skip the long 
restaurant lines and create a wonderful 
brunch right in your own kitchen. This 
golden cinnamon French toast delivers 
big flavor without the stress, and it 
takes less than 20 minutes from start to 
finish. We use thick slices of  soft bread, 
soaking them in a rich vanilla and 
cinnamon mixture. The result is a meal 
with a crispy outside and a soft, fluffy 
inside that will leave your family asking 

for seconds.
Here is everything you need to make 

this comforting weekend classic.

ingredients

4 thick slices of  brioche or challah 
bread (day-old bread works best)

3 large eggs
1/2 cup of  whole milk
1 teaspoon of  vanilla extract
1 teaspoon of  ground cinnamon
1 pinch of  salt
1 tablespoon of  butter
Maple syrup and fresh fruit for  

    topping

Golden
Cinnamon
French 
Toast

W

Spring breathes new life into our 
home gardens, trading gray winter 
landscapes for a vibrant mosaic of  color. 
As the ground warms, a diverse array 
of  spring flowers emerges to instantly 
rejuvenate your outdoor spaces. Adding 
these early bloomers to your yard boosts 
curb appeal and creates a welcoming 
retreat right outside your door.

When we think of  classic spring 
gardens, a few standout favorites come to 
mind. Daffodils usually lead the charge, 
offering cheerful yellow and white cups 
that signal warmer days ahead. Tulips 
follow closely behind, providing a 
striking palette ranging from soft pastels 
to deep, dramatic purples. Above the 
flowerbeds, cherry blossoms put on a 
spectacular, albeit brief, show. Their 
delicate pink and white petals create a 
breathtaking canopy that transforms 
any landscape.

To capture this seasonal magic, 

careful selection and planting are 
essential. Choose a sunny spot in your 
yard, as most spring bulbs and flowering 
trees need at least six hours of  direct 
sunlight daily. Before planting, take time 
to loosen the soil and mix in organic 
compost. This improves drainage and 
gives new roots a healthy foundation. 
When you place your bulbs, follow the 
spacing guidelines on the package to 
ensure proper air circulation.

Maintaining a thriving garden 
requires a few simple care habits. 
Water your plants deeply once a week, 
especially if  rainfall is scarce. Keep a 
layer of  mulch around the base of  your 
plants to lock in moisture and keep 
invasive weeds away. Finally, remember 
to snip off  fading blooms. This practice 
prevents the plant from wasting energy 
on seed production, directing it instead 
toward storing nutrients for next year’s 
spectacular show.

step-by-step instructions

1. mix the custard
Grab a wide, shallow bowl or a pie 

dish. Crack the three eggs into the bowl 
and whisk them gently. Pour in the 
milk, vanilla extract, ground cinnamon, 
and a pinch of  salt. Whisk everything 
together until the spices blend evenly 
into the liquid.

2. heat the skillet
Place a large frying pan or griddle 

on your stove over medium heat. Add 
the butter to the pan. Let the butter 
melt completely until it sizzles slightly, 
spreading it to cover the entire bottom 
of  the pan.

3. dip the bread
Take one slice of  bread and place it 

into your egg mixture. Let it soak for 
about five seconds. Flip the bread over 
and let the other side soak for another 

five seconds. You want the bread to 
absorb the liquid without falling apart.

4. cook to golden perfection
Place the soaked bread gently into your 

hot skillet. Cook the bread for three to four 
minutes on the first side. Wait until the 
bottom turns a rich golden-brown color. 
Flip the slice and cook the other side for 
another two to three minutes. If  you have 
a large enough pan, you can cook two or 
three slices at the same time.

5. serve warm
Move the cooked French toast to a 

warm plate. Top your warm toast with 
a generous pour of  maple syrup and a 
handful of  fresh berries. Serve the meal 
immediately while the edges remain 
perfectly crisp.

This simple recipe gives you a reliable, 
delicious meal that feels truly special. 
Enjoy your peaceful morning with a great 
plate of  food and a hot cup of  coffee.

to Blossoms
bulbs
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BORA  
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

AD
TO ADVERTISE CALL 905-727-3300 EXT 102

If you are reading  
this ad, our  

advertising works!

AD
If you are  
reading  

this ad, our  
advertising 

works!
TO ADVERTISE CALL 
905-727-3300 EXT 102

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

PEST CONTROL

ROOFING

STUCCO EXTERIORS

PROPANE

RENOVATIONS/FENCES/DECKS

RENOVATIONS/REMODELING/LANDSCAPE

WATER

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

A&A IDEAL RENOVATION

416-219-4530  Alex  416-625-4441

Home Remodeling • Electrical Plumbing
Kitchen & Bathrooms • Finished Basement

All Flooring Tiles • Hardwood Laminate 
Drywall • Painting • Deck & Fences

Fully licensed and insured. One year warranty on all labour. NO JOB TOO SMALL!

SUMMER RENOVATIONS INC.

BIG OR SMALL GIVE US A CALL!
(Free Estimates)  647-287-7168

Build/Repair Fences 
Build/Repair Decks

1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca
Located in King Township since 1994

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING

TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING 

CALL  
to make your 
appointment 
416-219-4530
416-625-4441

HOME
RENOVATION

ASA 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

CLEANERS

CENTRAL VACUUM 

LANDSCAPING/RENOVATION

CREMATION

CONSTRUCTION/HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CONCRETE 

DRIVEWAY PAVING

ELECTRICIAN

3.5”w x 1.625”h

www.roadhouseandrose.com | 905-895-6631

•  Dignified
•  Respectful
•  Inexpensive

Affordable Cremation Services 

Call us 
for more 

information

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

PAINTING

PAINTING/HOME IMPROVEMENTS

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED

ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

FOUR SEASONS PAINTING  
& HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Please Inquire 
About Our 
Senior Services 
& Discounts.

2 professional hardworking guys 

15% OFF PAINTING PROJECTS 
TILING • WASHROOM /KITCHEN RENO • INTERLOCK RELEVEL  
FENCES • ROOF REPAIRS/TROUGHS • FOUNDATION PARGING  

ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING • CONCRETE REPAIRS• LOCKS-INSTAL/REPAIR

Call Claudio 416-723-4860 or, 905-727-0862  
fourseasonsrenos@gmail.com

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT   905 727 3300 EXT 102

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

(647) 668 4949(647) 668 4949
zlr.cazlr.ca

Fencing
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work 
Kwik Kurb

Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

Marc-Bilt
CONSTRUCTION
Marc-Bilt

Marc-Bilt
CONSTRUCTION
Marc-Bilt Building  

your dreams,  
one project  
at a time!

spring special + senior discount! 
•	 FINISHED	BASEMENTS	– Includes  
         a FREE 2-piece	bathroom!
•	 BATHROOM	&	KITCHEN	REMODELING   
        Modern designs tailored to your style.

•	 TILES,	FLOORING,	PAINTING –  
         Quality craftsmanship guaranteed.
•	 FENCES	&	DECKS – Perfect for outdoor living. 
•	 HOME	REPAIRS	– No job too big or small!

Fully Licensed & Insured – Your peace of mind is our priority.

Call or Text 416-414-1943 to book your free consultation!

DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

www.liftec.ca ~ 1-866-280-7770

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

DO NOT REPLACE

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.
“We raise sunken concrete”

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction Of The Cost

Of Replacement

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca
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From page 5

  OPINION

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Advertise in  
The Auroran 
Classifieds  
& At Your  
Service 

Directory
Call 

905-727-3300 
ext 102

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

2-BEDROOM BASEMENT  
APARTMENT!

Available March 15th! Brand-new  
appliances. Ensuite. 10 minutes from G.W. Williams 
High School & Northern Lights Public School.  

$1800/mo Call 416-543-2670.

NEW BUILT 
APARTMENT 

FOR RENT

thi ngs... you ought to know

FOR RENT

TUTOR SCRAP

HELP WANTEDPROFESSIONAL SERVICES

HANDYMAN 
PROJECTS

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 
30 Years Experience

Painting & Repair

John: 647-671-5179
FREE ESTIMATES 

WE  PAY 
CASH FOR 
S C R A P  
vehicles any size. 
We also buy con-
struction and farm 
equipment. Open 
7 days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Pe-
ter).

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS  
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

• Aerial Pruning
• Canopy Maintenance
• Planting & Fertilizing
• Storm Risk Prevention

• Arborist Reports & Plans
• Tree & Shrub Appraisal
• Urban Tree Removal
• Storm Debris Clean-Up

Fully trained & insured with leading
techniques & equipment

647-400-6998  |  647-338-8733
smgtrees@gmail.com   www.smgtrees.com

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up Available

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

MARCH 10 – APRIL 28
Memory Lane Home Living invites 

caregivers and their loved ones experiencing 
cognitive changes to join Art from the Heart, 
a creative arts program facilitated by an Art 
Therapist.  This hands-on program offers an 
opportunity to explore art activities, spark 
creativity, and encourage connections with other 
families on the same journey. The program takes 
place each Tuesday from March 10 – April 28 at 
the Aurora Public Library. Free. To register and 
for more information, call 905-237-1419, or visit 
memorylanehomeliving.ca.

SATURDAY, APRIL 4
The Town of  Aurora will host the annual 

Easterpalooza today from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 
p.m. at the Aurora Seniors Centre (90 John West 
Way). Wristbands are required for children ages 
two to twelve at $5 per child. Wristbands must be 
purchased in advance from the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex, Aurora Town Hall, Aurora 
Town Square, the Joint Operations Centre, 
and the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex. 
Explore various Easter themed outdoor and 
interactive activities such as crafts, face painting, 
egg fishing, hopstacle course, story walk and 
more. You can even have your photo taken 
with the Easter Bunny! Food Donations for the 
Aurora Food Pantry are greatly appreciated.

APRIL 11 – 12 
The Aurora Chamber of  Commerce’s Home 

& Active Living Show will take place at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Join us for a full weekend packed with 
inspiration and ideas for your home. Discover the 
latest indoor and outdoor design trends, connect 
with vendors to discuss your home projects, 
and shop our vibrant marketplace featuring 

talented local makers. Plus, enjoy family-friendly 
activities that make this event fun for everyone! 
Whether you’re planning a renovation, updating 
your landscaping, or searching for a fresh 
new look, this is the perfect place to start. For 
more information, visit aurorachamber.on.ca/
aurorahomeshow.

SATURDAY, APRIL 11
The Aurora Community Arboretum will 

host its Annual General Meeting today at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Doors open at 10 
a.m. with the meeting beginning at 10.15 a.m. 
Guest speaker is Kristen Martyn, a birder and 
naturalist. Members of  the public are invited 
to learn about recent initiatives and upcoming 
projects, and connect with the community 
behind the Arboretum. Registration is requested 
by emailing register.auroraarboretum@gmail.
com with the subject line, “AGM April 11” 
and including the number of  attendees. Non-
perishable food donations will be collected for a 
local food bank. All are welcome to attend. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
The next Community Cleanup Day hosted 

by the Town of  Aurora takes place today from 
8 a.m. to 12 noon. Pick up your cleanup kit, 
choose a spot, and help refresh our parks, trails, 
and streets. Students can earn volunteer hours 
too! Register by April 24. For more information, 
visit aurora.ca/cleanup.

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
The Aurora Seniors' Centre will host its annual 
Garage and Bake Sale today from 8.30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. The Aurora Seniors Centre is located at 90 
John West Way.

ONGOING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille 

les ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones aux 
débutants capables de converser) - qui cherchent 
à mettre en pratique leurs compétences 
Conversationnelle en français. Over Zoom 
with a nominal fee of  $2.50. RSVP by visiting 
meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. For more 
information, visit www.meetup.com/partagez-
le-francais.

* * * * 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope 

Full Circle Program textile recycling and 
donation program. A greater number of  
people are wanting to donate or get rid of  
unwanted items, increasing the need for more 
outlets being available to receive the items. 
This program will provide a convenient way 
for people to donate or get rid of  used/
unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and 
furniture and will help lessen the amount 
of  items ending up in landfills. Materials 
that were previously perceived as waste will 
now be seen as a valuable resource further 
encouraging redistribution. The items will be 
recycled in the following ways: To be given 
to individuals who are survivors of  violence 
and are transitioning from shelters into new 
homes; To be sold in our store; To be sold 
to a textile recycler, which makes for an 
ongoing source of  funding for Abuse Hurts 
enabling them to provide their services to 
the thousands of  people that require them 
each year. When and Where: Monday and 
Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 
30-minute time slots – only 1 drop off  per 
time slot. If  you do not have an appointment, 
we cannot accept your donation. The Abuse 
Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham 
St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. 
Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  
time slot.

HIGH SCHOOL 
MATH TUTOR
Teaching Math at all levels. 
Calculas advanced func-
tions. CALL416-708-7454

the sake of  the ultra-rich: “What the 
owners of  newspapers and politicians 
want is what their entire class 
demands: a world in which resources 
are controlled and prices harvested by 
those who own them. You can do this 
with fossil fuels, whose reserves are 
concentrated and under the exclusive 
control of  the companies licensed to 
exploit them. You cannot do it with 
renewables, because sunshine and 
wind are everywhere.”

It may seem difficult — especially 
since we’ve wasted so much time 
ignoring scientific warnings and 
spewing ever-increasing amounts of  
long-lasting greenhouse gases into 
the atmosphere — but we can and 
must shift rapidly from fossil fuels to 
renewable energy.

Switching to technologies like wind 
and solar with storage will give us 
a chance of  stalling and reversing 
global heating. It will also give us 
cleaner air, water and land, increase 
affordability, provide greater energy 
stability and reliability, improve 
energy independence and reduce the 
bloody disputes over limited fossil 
fuels.

It’s not a difficult choice.

David Suzuki is a scientist, broadcaster, 
author and co-founder of  the David Suzuki 
Foundation. Written with David Suzuki 
Foundation Senior Writer and Editor Ian 
Hanington. Learn more at davidsuzuki.org.
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from your

local 
businesses

H A P P Y

Happy Easter

Easter reminds us that light always overcomes
darkness.

May this Easter season bring peace to your heart
and strength to your days.

SANDRA COBENASANDRA COBENA
M E M B E R  O F  P A R L I A M E N TM E M B E R  O F  P A R L I A M E N T

NEWMARKET-AURORANEWMARKET-AURORA

. . .watch your little one blossom!  
At Wisdom Village Montessori School in Aurora, we celebrate        
      the joy of discovery. Just like the excitement of finding  
       a hidden Easter Egg, every day in our classrooms  
       is filled with  
         wonderful  
      new surprises!

EasterEasterEasterThis

Season. . .

info.wvms@gmail.com

15117 yonge street | unit 1 
wvmschool.ca  
905-841-8622

Thank You, as always, to our loyal customers 

905.727.4751 289 Wellington Street East, L4G 6H6 Aurora

from our family at Home Hardware

Happy EasterHappy Easter

Providing Families with Peace of Mind

905.539.0309

Happy
Easter!

Costas.Menegakis@parl.gc.ca

905-773-6818

102-12820 Yonge Street

Richmond Hill, ON L4E 4H1

CostasMenegakis.ca

/CostasMenegakis

CostasMenegakis

CostasMenegakis

416-558-7600
DHINGRA.SOLDIT@GMAIL.COM
WWW.DEALWITHDHINGRA.COM

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

wishing you  
a very happy 

RAFFAELLA DHINGRA
EasterEaster

wishing you  
a very happy 

aurora

John Gallo 

“Wishing everyone  
a joyful Easter  

and a wonderful  
spring season.”  

councillor ward 5

Happy Easter  Happy Easter    

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Embrace theJoy  
of Easter:

J. Neophytou 
Broker 

Paul
Realtor

Avraam Neophytou 

Helen

 renewed faith 
–brighter days

HelenandPaulHomes.com

297 Wellington St E, Aurora | 905 727-1191
www.meridiancu.ca

Have a 
safe & happy 
Family Day

™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. 

Have a safe 
& Happy Easter 

Cracks belong on eggs, 
not your windshield! 
drive safe this easter

AURORATRANSITAUTOGLASS.COM
11 ALLAURA BLVD #10   
905-713-6420  | 1-888-728-4778

Happy Easter
Everyone!
Happy Easter
Everyone!

4
YEARS
0C

EL
EBRATIN

G

A
N

N IVE RSARY

Spring time is the time to book!  
EAST: 416-757-5997  WEST: 416-626-5675

METro WIDE PAVING

CALL: 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

partners in your business

thisHop’nHop’n
to

Easter
       savings 

       Easter

 905-853-9889   Dawn.GallagherMurphy@pc.ola.org

DAWN GALLAGHER MURPHY 
MPP for Newmarket–Aurora

Building Our Community Together

Happy 

EASTER 

DEALS  
AWAIT!
DEALS  
AWAIT!

EasterEasterEgg-citingEgg-citing

680 wellington st. e | (905) 727-1948  
1-888-0703835 | www.auroratoyota.ca

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative - Royal LePage

416.618.1714  

Happy EasterHappy Easter

Wishing you  Wishing you  
& your loved ones  & your loved ones  

a very a very 
Happy EasterHappy Easter
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START THEIR CDS 
JOURNEY FOR 2027–28
AND JOIN US FOR 
AN APRIL OPEN HOUSE!

The Country Day School  
has been part of the fabric of King since 
1972. While our facilities and population 
have grown exponentially since then, our 
faculty and staff continue to provide the 
same warm and nurturing atmosphere that 
has always defined CDS. It is within this 
wonderful sense of community that our 
students thrive and learn. Come see for 
yourself what we mean by an education 
with balance.

April Open Houses:

Middle/Senior School Open House 
April 15th from 9:00 – 10:30 am

Junior School Open House 
April 22nd from 9:00 – 10:30 am

RSVP to an Open House today!
Additional tour opportunities are available at 
www.cds.on.ca/visitus. We look forward to 
meeting you soon!

Questions?
Please contact our Admissions Team at 
905.833.1972 or admissions@cds.on.ca.

CDS offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational  
environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King. 

CDS_KWS Gatefold_Front_2026-03-27_FINAL.indd   1 2026-03-22   10:53 AM
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Our debaters and public speakers have 
performed locally, nationally and on the 
world stage – capturing world champion-
ships four times in the last 10 years.

The state-of-the-art Performing Arts  
Centre enhances our ability to inspire and 
instruct students in drama and music.

OUR VISION  
The Country Day School 
is committed to offering 
a superior educational 

experience that is 
sensitive to the needs  

of each student, enables 
learning and equips 

students for life.

829
STUDENTS ENROLLED 

IN GRADES JK-12

100
ACRE CAMPUS IN KING 

18
AVERAGE CLASS SIZE 

89
CDS GRADUATES IN 2025

93%
ONTARIO SCHOLARS

100%
UNIVERSITY ACCEPTANCE  
FOR THE CLASS OF 2025

AP
A VARIETY OF   

COURSE OFFERINGS AVAILABLE

48
ATHLETIC TEAMS   

ACROSS 24 SPORTS

3
DRAMATIC PRODUCTIONS   

EACH YEAR

40+
CLUBS AND   

EXTRA-CURRICULARS

2,400
ALUMNI WORLDWIDE  

CDS QUICK FACTS 

Our 89 members of the Class of 2025 
received admission offers to some of the 
top universities across Canada, the U.S. 
and the world.

The Outdoor Ed program begins in the 
Junior School and continues through to 
Senior School, enriching the science and 
social studies curriculum.

Long-lasting values are established through 
CDS sports teams, including self-confidence, 
discipline, sportsmanship and integrity.

CDS_KWS Gatefold_Front_2026-03-27_FINAL.indd   2 2026-03-22   10:54 AM


