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Scope of renoviction problem in 
Aurora needs to be clear before 
scope of solution: Councillor

The Town needs to understand the scope 
of  the renoviction problem within Aurora 
before identifying the scope of  a potential 
solution at the municipal level, according to 
Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese.

The issue of  renovictions – a situation 
when a landlord evicts a tenant ostensibly to 

perform renovations – was before Council 
earlier this month following a motion from 
Councillor Weese. While municipal staff  
recommended against proceeding with 
a renoviction bylaw citing enforcement 
and administrative concerns, Councillor 
Weese hopes this spring could see Aurora-
appropriate action on the file.

Councillor Weese anticipates a report 
on the feasibility of  a renoviction bylaw 
coming before Council as early as the 

month ahead, including experiences in 
other, larger, municipalities, and how the 
work in these larger catchment areas can 
be scaled down for Aurora’s needs.

“We have to identify the scope of  the 
problem as it exists in Aurora and we have 
to identify the scope of  the solution. Once 
we have all that, a choice can be made to 
do something,” says Councillor Weese. 
“Since these bylaws [elsewhere] are so new, 
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We’re getting a makeover! 
       RE-OPENING VERY SOON!!

To bring you an even better dining experience,  
this location is currently fully closed.

We can’t wait to show you our fresh new look, 
but don’t worry—you can still get your Big Mac fix nearby! 
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While we work on our new look, please visit our friends just down the road:

oak ridges mcdonald’s: 13233 yonge street

THIS LOCATION
RE-OPENING 
VERY SOON

Where great shoes & great service are a great fit!
15620 bayview avenue | la fitness plaza | 905-727-9391

VACATION READY!

For Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenandPaulHomes.com

Our Family 
Helping 
Yours

PaulPaul HelenHelen
Avraam Neophytou 
Realtor
416-587-3415

J. Neophytou 
Broker

905-251-8130

              call direct: 416-587-3415 
Helen@HelenandPaulHomes.com | Paul@HelenandPaulHomes.com

CELEBRATING NOWRUZ – Nowruz, the Persian New Year, was celebrated in style at the Aurora Public Library on Sunday. The 
Library Living Room space provided the backdrop for a dazzling performance by Raha Dance, while crafting and sweet treats were enjoyed by all.  
For more, see Page 11. 										                            Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

SKINNAMARINK SATURDAY – The iconic music of Sharon, Lois and Bram was enjoyed by multiple generations of Aurora families on Saturday 
as founding member Sharon Hampson, joined by daughter Randi, and grandson Ethan took part in a number of activities at the Aurora Public Library and 
Aurora Town Square. For more, see Pages 16 and 17. 							                          Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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What’s Happening

Aurora Town Hall
100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1
905-727-1375 • info@aurora.ca • aurora.ca

Accessible Formats
905-727-1375
accessibility@aurora.ca

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition

Featured Artists: Celeste Kim - Fleeting Grace 
Fleeting Grace grows out of my ongoing exploration of flowers as symbols of the soul—each one unique, fleeting, 
and alive with presence. I’m drawn to the way a flower flourishes briefly, dancing in its bloom before fading, 
mirroring the rhythms of our own lives. Through bold colour, fluid form, and expressive movement, my paintings 
meditate on this delicate journey of becoming, being, and letting go, seeking to capture not just the image of a 
flower, but its essence—its joy, vulnerability, and quiet resilience. View in-person at Aurora Town Hall in the Skylight 
Gallery. View online at aurora.ca/SkylightGallery. All work is for sale. Please contact Sarah Reynolds at 
sreynolds@aurora.ca if you are interested in investing and owning a beautiful piece of art.

    

Date     Time                 Location                          Meeting

Tuesday, March 31      5:45 p.m.            Holland Room                 Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, March 31       7 p.m.                  Council Chambers                  Council
Wednesday, April 1     10 a.m.                 Video Conference                 Mayor’s Golf Classic Funds Committee
Wednesday, April 8     10 a.m.                Holland Room                 Community Recognition Review
                      Advisory Committee
Wednesday, April 8      7 p.m.                 Holland Room                 Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, April 9      7 p.m.                 Video Conference                 Committee of Adjustment
Monday, April 13      7 p.m.                 Holland Room                 Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, April 14     5:45 p.m.            Holland Room                 Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, April 14      7 p.m.                 Council Chambers                   Committee of the Whole
Wednesday, April 15     6:30 p.m.            School House Mtg Room       Aurora Cultural Centre Board
                      (6:30-7 p.m. Public Meeting)
Wednesday, April 15     7 p.m.                 Aurora Public Library               Aurora Public Library Board
Thursday, April 16     7 p.m.                 Holland Room                 Cannabis Retail Review Task Force

 *Committee of the Whole, Public Planning and Council meetings are available to the public in-person and via
live stream on the Town’s YouTube channel.

Council & Committee Meetings

NOTICE BOARD
March 26, 2026

T O W N  O F  A U R O R A

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Licensed Beverage Sales & Service 
Opportunity
The Town of Aurora is seeking licensed beverage vendors 
for the 2026 Concerts in the Park series, taking place on 
July 8, 15, 22, 29; August 5, 12, 19, 26; and September 2 at 
Aurora Town Park (49 Wells Street) from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Each concert attracts an average of 1,000 attendees.

Selected vendors will be responsible for the management, 
organization, sale, and service of licensed beverages for 
on-site consumption.

Proposal requirements are available at 
aurora.ca/SummerConcerts.

Please submit proposals to the Recreation Supervisor, 
Special Events at sware@aurora.ca by: April 8, 2026 at    
12 p.m. (local time).

For questions or additional information, please call      
905-726-4762.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Licensed Beverage Sales & Service 
Opportunity
The Town of Aurora is looking for licensed beverage 
vendors to provide sales and service at Aurora’s Canada 
Day Celebration on Wednesday, July 1, 2026, at Lambert 
Willson Park (135 Industrial Parkway North).
Service times include:
• 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
• 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Selected vendors will be responsible for the full 
management, organization, sale, and service of licensed 
beverages for on-site consumption.
Full proposal requirements are available at:
aurora.ca/CanadaDay.
Submit proposals to: Recreation Supervisor, Special 
Events, email: sware@aurora.ca by April 8, 2026 at 12 
p.m. (local time).

We’re in the design phase for new playgrounds at  
Atkinson Park & Optimist Park and your input will          
help shape the final design.
What features would you like to see? More swings, 
climbers, inclusive play elements?
Share your ideas by April 10 at
engageaurora.ca/Playgrounds.

PART OF F FOR FLAMENCO FESTIVAL

FINO Y FILM
SHERRY TASTING | FLAMENCO | FILM

April 9April 9

aurora.ca/WhatsOn
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Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.

19
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Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

contact us at: sales@tmoa.ca 
or 905-503-5560

440 william graham drive  aurora

book your tour today!

independent 
living

assisted
living

memory
care

More than a Home
a  c o m m u n i t y

a 55+ christian lifestyle community

www.themeadowsofaurora.com

Spring move-in now and enjoy
                        

at...

If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may find that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you find the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-inflammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
efficient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, inflammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a  
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased flexibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
efficacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many 
sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

Advertorial

Repair Café, water barrels 
contributing to sustainable 
community
Roll out the barrels – online 
orders on municipal program 
open now

If  you think your electronics, small 
appliances, and even bike equipment 
have reached the end of  the line, don’t 
throw them away or donate them just yet 
– bring them by Aurora’s Repair Café, 
happening this weekend at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex.

The Repair Café will take place this 
Saturday, March 28, at the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex (AFLC) in partnership 
with the Regional Municipality of  York 
and NewMakeIt.

It’s billed as a “hands-on opportunity 
to fix everyday household items, reduce 
waste, and support a circular economy.”

“The Repair Café invites residents to 
bring in broken, well-loved items, from 
bicycle chains and small household items 
such as small appliances to electronics and 
broken clasps,” said the Town of  Aurora 
in a statement. “Skilled volunteer fixers 
will be on hand to help repair items free 
of  charge, extending their lifespan, and 
keeping them out of  landfill.

“Repair Cafes play an important 
role in promoting sustainable living by 
encouraging repair over replacement, 
saving money, and reducing environmental 
impact. They also create opportunities for 
residents to connect, learn new skills, and 
share knowledge with the community.”

For more information, including how 

to book your time slot, visit aurora.ca/
repaircafe.

“I believe in the value of  craftsmanship 
and taking pride in restoring something 
rather than replacing it,” said Mayor 
Tom Mrakas. “Choosing to repair instead 
of  replace not only reduces waste and 
supports a circular economy, it also brings 
people together to share skills, learn from 
one another, and build a stronger, more 
sustainable community.”

The Repair Café is not the only 
sustainability initiative rolling out this 
spring; the Town of  Aurora is preparing 
for its annual Rain Barrel Program, 
making it easier for residents to save water, 
support the environment, and more.

The Rain Barrel Program is a joint 
venture between the Town and Enviro 
World and you can order yours online at 
aurora.ca/rainbarrel through May 1.

Barrels will be delivered curbside 
between May 11 and 25.

“By installing a rain barrel, residents 
can collect and reuse rainwater from 
their rooftops for outdoor watering, 
reducing the demand on the municipal 
water system, and lowering household 
water costs,” says the Town. “It’s a 
simple, practical step that delivers real 
environmental benefits.

“Rain Barrels do more than save water. 
By capturing rainfall before it enters storm 
drains, they help reduce stormwater 
runoff  that can contribute to flooding, 
erosion, and pollution in local waterways. 
Collected rainwater is also naturally soft, 
making it healthier for gardens, lawns, 
trees, and outdoor plants.”

A 27-year-old Aurora man is facing 
three sexual assault charges related to 
alleged incidents that took place in the 
area of  Yonge and Wellington Streets on 
Thursday morning.

“On Thursday, March 19, 2026, 
between 12 p.m. and 4 p.m., the suspect 
was in the area of  Yonge Street and 
Wellington Street,” says York Regional 
Police Constable James Dickson. 
“Officers attended the area and the 
suspect was arrested a short distance 
away.”

Charged is Ethan Smith, 27, of  
Aurora.

The charges have not been proven in 
court.

“Investigators believe there may be 
additional victims and the suspect’s 
photograph has been released 
to encourage anyone with more 
information to come forward,” Dickson 
continued. “Due to the location and the 
time of  day, investigators believe there 
may be additional witnesses who have 
not yet spoken to the public. Anyone 
with information is asked to contact 
investigators.”

Anyone with information is asked to call 
the York Regional Police Special Victims 
Unit at 1-866-876-5423, ext. 7071 or 
contact Crime Stoppers anonymously at 
1-800-222-TIPS, or leave an anonymous 
tip online at www.1800222tips.com.

If  someone is not ready to report, but 
is still seeking support, Police encourage 
them to contact York Region Victim 
Services at victimservices-york.org or by 
calling 905-953-5356; or the Women’s 
Support Network of  York Region at 1-800-
263-6473 or womenssupportnetwork.ca.

“A sexual assault includes any non-
consensual contact of  a sexual nature,” 
say Police. “York Regional Police would 
like to encourage anyone who feels they 
may have been a victim of  a sexual assault 
to come forward and report the incident 
to police. There is no statute of  limitations 
for sexual offences and offenders can 
be prosecuted well after the date of  the 
offence.”

SHOTS FIRED AT GFL
Police responded to calls of  a shooting 

at a commercial building on Bayview 
Avenue, just north of  Bloomington 
Road, the home of  Green For Life Waste 
Management.

York Regional Police say they were 
called to the scene at 9.47 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 19.

The suspect fled the area in a vehicle, 
Police say, and while the investigation is 
ongoing, there is no immediate threat to 
the public.

Aurora man charged with sexual  
assaults near Yonge & Wellington

York Regional Police Photo
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 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Back to Business Unusual

Brock Weir

BROCK’S
BANTER

Optimist appreciated 
Special Events insights 

On March 18, 2026, Shelley 
Ware, the Recreation Supervisor 
for Special Events [for the Town of  
Aurora], was the guest speaker at the 
Aurora Optimist Club.

Shelley spoke about all the steps that 
go into planning a special event, such 
as  the Christmas Parade. There are 
legal issues, traffic flow concerns and 
crowd control strategies and 
procedures.

Shelley told us about her 
experience in the Aurora community 
and at the Town Hall.

“It has been a great experience.” 
There have been some real challenges 
like the time the music equipment of  
a band for an event was sent to the 
wrong address. Ware said they had to 
do some quick thinking and develop 
a Plan B to get through the evening.

Shelley mentioned  that she has 
worked with a lot of  interesting and 
talented people at the Town Hall. 

Most of  the public does not 
know how much work goes into 
organizing  an event.  However, 
looking back, it was all worth it!  Most 
of  the events ran well and provided 
the Town some excellent activities. It 
does take teamwork.

Jim Jackson
Aurora

Everybody needs a little bit of  time 
away.

At least that’s the view of  the band 
Chicago in their 1982 hit “Hard to Say 
I’m Sorry.”

Everybody does need a little bit of  time 
away – that’s not in dispute – but, if  you’re 
like me, the hardest part of  getting a little 
bit of  time away is anticipating what you 
might be coming back to.

When we’re young, the trepidation of  
returning to school is tempered somewhat 
by the idea of  being able to catch up 
with friends you weren’t able to over the 
summer, reconnecting and hearing about 
what they did.

Things change when you get older and 
you’re in the workplace.

While many are able to fully clock out 
when their time for a bit of  a getaway 
rolls around, some aren’t, for whatever 
reason, fully able to “turn off ” what they’re 
ordinarily tuned into.

I’ve had a bit of  enforced time away 
recently due to long-awaited hip surgery.

While I’ve been able to work remotely 
for the last couple of  weeks, the first few 
days after the surgery at the start of  the 
month was a bit iffy in terms of  what I was 
able to accomplish. I’m thankful for our 
teams for pitching in during my absence, 
and I know the papers were in very capable 
hands, yet there were still those inescapable 
questions in the back of  my mind: What 
have I missed? What am I coming back to?

I wonder if  our politicians ever feel the 
same way?

The halls of  Queen’s Park were bustling 
again at the start of  this week as Members 
of  Provincial Parliament returned to the 
job after more than 100 days away from 
the Legislature.

Now, don’t get me wrong, I’m not 
begrudging these MPPs time off.

In fact, it’s not really time off  at all. 
While the duration of  their time away 
from the halls of  government is the subject 
for another day, and, trust me, people have 
plenty of  opinions about how much time 
off  elected representatives “deserve,” the 
reality is this “time off ” is more often than 
not focused on constituency work – that 
is, meeting with the people they represent, 
checking in on worthy organizations within 
the community, regardless of  whether the 
groups in question have received Provincial 
or Federal dollars, and, essentially, bringing 
that important public face to many 
important elements of  our civic life.

During this busy “time away,” however, 
I hope they were able to get some rest 
and find opportunities to stay in shape 
because, regardless of  what political party 
they represent, they’ve had to really hit the 
ground running.

Premier Ford has left little guesswork as 

to what the current sitting of  the legislature 
will have to tackle, debate and pass – or 
not – this legislative season and, from my 
vantage point, it seems it might be some 
time before we clear the distractions and 
get back to substantive business for the 
people of  Ontario. 

One announcement ahead of  the 
Legislature resuming that got a deservedly 
positive reception from members of  
the public was a series of  amendments 
proposed to make it illegal for concert, 
sport, and event tickets being resold for 
more than their official cost. Of  course, 
enforcement will be key to the success of  
any changes, but it’s change for the better 
and long-overdue.

Another positive step is the proposed 
creation of  a Province-wide Primary 
Care Medical Record System, which will 
help make things smoother for just about 
every player in our beleaguered healthcare 
system.

Another potential positive, although I’m 
a bit more skeptical on how effective it will 
ultimately be, is opening up HOV lanes 
(High Occupancy Vehicles) on highways 
during non-peak hours. Those lanes are 
underused, yes, and opening them up 
in the off-time could certainly help ease 
congestion on those applicable highways, 
but it does nothing to encourage carpooling 
or support transit, which are essential for 
tackling the root issues of  gridlock. A band-
aid like this could help, but band-aids are 
only temporary.

Then there’s the proposal to allow 
“Bring Your Own” booze to outdoor 
public events across the Province. Now, 
this is an issue that caught me off-guard as 
I haven’t once heard this identified as an 
issue for Ontarians in the most recent or 
any of  the myriad Provincial campaigns 
I’ve covered. But, then again, neither was 
allowing booze sales in gas stations or 
corner stores.

“Starting this spring, Ontario is giving 
communities more flexibility to safely and 
responsibly enjoy cultural and outdoor 

events,” said Ontario Attorney General 
Doug Downey in a statement. “The ‘Bring-
Your-Own’ event permits will help save 
attendees more money, lower overhead 
costs for event organizers, and contribute 
to local economies.”

Sure, it just might do that, and while 
municipalities will have to pass appropriate 
bylaws to regulate the consumption of  
alcohol in public before this is a model that 
can come to our communities, it could, 
to my mind, stretch already-resource-
strapped municipalities even further – the 
security issues alone could be eye-watering 
– but also place towns and cities in the 
awkward position of  declining to move 
forward with this, and leaving them to deal 
with the blow-back from residents looking 
forward to lifting a few of  their own cold 
ones with friends during, say, Canada Day 
celebrations in the local park.

Then there’s the question of  the 
financial hit a move in this direction 
would cause many of  our service clubs 
who partner with communities to offer 
beer gardens, for example, at municipal 
events, a win for municipalities who don’t 
want to take on the responsibility of  doing 
it themselves, a win for the service clubs 
who make money to invest back into the 
community, and a win for all those looking 
to wet their respective whistles.

Then there’s the Premier’s calls on the 
Federal government to legalize the use 
of  pepper spray in self-defence, billing it 
as a “common sense way to help people, 
especially women in vulnerable situations,” 
and to livestream bail hearings.

I don’t know about the rest of  you, and 
while I champion everything women can 
do to protect themselves in vulnerable 
situations, the idea of  just about everyone 
having the ability to carry this around on 
their person, doesn’t necessarily fill me 
with a feeling of  safety and security. In 
the heated environment we find ourselves 
living in, it’s not beyond the realm of  
possibility that it could be deployed in the 
most minor of  cases, and even to “settle” 
differences of  opinion.

And as for livestreaming bail hearings, 
we only need to look as far as the frequent 
judicial circuses that happen south of  our 
border to see that it’s not the best idea.

Does bail reform need to take place? 
Absolutely. Is live-streaming bail hearings 
the right solution? If  only Jay Leno can 
connect us with the surviving Dancing Itos 
for their insights.

Everybody needs a little bit of  time 
away, so I hope our elected representatives 
rested up for what’s certainly sounding like 
a wild ride.

Buckle-up for it, sure, but wait to see 
what shakes down before hitting the HOV 
lanes for a solo cruise.

International Day  
of Forests

On behalf  of  York Regional 
Council and The Regional 
Municipality of  York, I am pleased to 
recognize Saturday, March 21, 2026, 
as International Day of  Forests.  

This  United Nations 
observance  highlights the vital role 
forests play in sustaining our planet 
and communities. This year’s theme, 
Forests and Economies, reminds us 
that forests are not only environmental 
assets, but also powerful drivers of  
economic resilience and community 
well-being. 

Across York Region, we are proud 
stewards of  the York Regional Forest, 
one of  the largest municipally owned 
forest networks in Canada. Spanning 
thousands of  hectares across our 
cities and towns, the forest delivers 
lasting value in many important 
ways. 

Environmentally, the York 
Regional Forest helps clean our air, 
store carbon, protect biodiversity 
and support watersheds, which 
advances long-term sustainability 
across our communities. 

Socially, the forest offers residents 
and visitors welcoming spaces to 
connect with nature, supporting 
physical and mental well-being, 
while fostering a deeper appreciation 
of  the natural environment. 

Economically, it contributes to a 
resilient green economy, supporting 
sustainable forestry, tourism and 
local jobs, while helping reduce 
the long-term costs associated with 
climate change. 

As we mark International Day of  
Forests, Regional Council reaffirms 
our commitment to enhancing and 
protecting the York Regional Forest 
for future generations. By investing 
in sustainable forest management 
today, we are strengthening our 
environment, supporting our 
communities and building a more 
resilient economy for tomorrow.

Eric Jolliffe 
York Region Chairman and CEO
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Continued on page 25

  OPINION
BY DAVID SUZUKI

Who owns 
Canada’s natural 

resources? 
Does it matter?

Canada is among the world’s most 
resource-rich countries. Forty per cent of  
its land is covered in forests. It holds 20 per 
cent of  the world’s freshwater reserves. 
It’s the fourth-largest crude oil exporter. 
It produces more than 60 minerals and 
metals and ranks in the top five for 14 
of  them — critical to the global clean 
energy transition.

Our natural resources sector is 
important to communities throughout 
the country, and to the national economy. 
Beyond economics, nature provides 
essential ecosystem services, including 
climate regulation, carbon storage, flood 
mitigation, air filtering and biodiversity 
support.

But who owns the sector, and why 
aren’t we talking about it more?

There’s been more talk about how 
organizations trying to protect and 
restore these valuable life-supporting 
necessities — including the David Suzuki 
Foundation — are “foreign-funded.”

The (false) accusation is that 
environmental groups are undermining 
sovereignty and putting outside interests 
first. These allegations are unfounded but 
not surprising.

What is surprising is the lack of  
scrutiny around foreign ownership of  this 
country’s natural resources. Who owns 
and controls Canada’s natural wealth has 
implications far beyond a balance sheet. 
It affects who benefits and who bears the 
risk in an increasingly volatile world.

The share of  foreign-controlled assets 
outside the financial sector sits at 22.9 
per cent. In the oil and gas industry, 
that rises to 33 per cent. In forestry and 
logging, foreign-controlled enterprises 
have been reported as accounting for 
up to 40 per cent of  revenues, though 
lack of  transparent reporting makes 
accountability difficult.

It’s hard to notice ownership structures 
when companies have deceptive names 
such as “LNG Canada,” which has no 
Canadian ownership but is a massive 
joint venture between five multinational 
corporations, some state-owned, 
including PetroChina and Korea Gas 
Corporation.

This is not an argument for xenophobia 
or economic isolation. Canada’s 
participation in global markets is vital 
to its economy, while foreign companies 
bring capital and expertise and employ 
countless people who live here.

Ownership matters, as does the long-
term accountability that follows.

Companies not headquartered here 
direct more profit out of  the country with 
little concern or accountability for the 
ecological consequences of  their actions.

With climate change intensifying 
wildfires and floods, people here are stuck 
with the bill.

Climate impacts are estimated to be 
slowing Canada’s economic growth by 
$25 billion per year. Last year, extreme 
weather–related losses surpassed $2.4 
billion. That doesn’t include the cost 
of  cleaning up industrial events like oil 
spills, air pollution and abandoned wells 
— which live on long after corporations 
leave.

On top of  that, habitat loss and 
fragmentation from industrial activity 
threaten at-risk species.

More than half  of  wildlife species in this 
country are currently declining, mainly 
because of  human activity. Industrial 
activity alters ecosystems in ways that 
communities in Canada — not the home 
countries of  the companies involved — 
must live with for generations.

Where does this leave Indigenous 
nations, whose territories are home to most 
of  Canada’s natural resources? When we 
prioritize multinational corporations over 
Indigenous stewardship models rooted in 
ecological responsibility and community 
benefits, we undermine reconciliation 
and the potential for a sustainable future.

A leadership candidate in British 
Columbia recently claimed Coastal First 

Our approach to housing has 
shifted dramatically since 2018 — 
from less talk to more action.

We’ve streamlined the approval 
process by cutting red tape, so 
developers can get shovels in the 
ground faster.

And the numbers speak for 
themselves.

Since signing our housing pledge 
with the Province in 2023, we’ve 
approved more than 4,200 new 
residential units — already more than 
halfway to our goal of  8,000 by 2031.

And to ensure a better mix of  
housing, we’ve approved more than 
1,100 purpose-built rental units — 
the largest expansion Aurora has seen 
in decades.

And this year, we’re going even 

further.
We’re pre-zoning for four-storey 

buildings along our main corridors 
— and up to five storeys on Yonge 
Street — so more people can live 
near transit, services, and everyday 
amenities —  all aligned with our 
Official Plan and the vision for 
responsible, sustainable growth.

But let’s be clear. Council 
approves — but developers build.

We can’t force landowners or 

developers to put shovels in the 
ground. But we can create the right 
incentives — and we have.

In 2022, we introduced a sunset 
clause, so if  projects don’t move 
forward, approvals expire.

This ensures land approved for 
development doesn’t just sit idle.

Also, if  there’s no progress, we 
can — and have — revoked and 
reassigned water allocation to 
proponents who are ready to build.

We’ve done our part — and 
we’ll keep holding the system 
accountable.

As always, if  you have any 
questions,  please don’t hesitate to 
reach out - by email  tmrakas@
aurora.ca  or by phone  416-543-
1624. I am here for you. 

How little 
things change!

I’d never seen the Easter Bunny so 
mad.

I had been sitting on a bench in the 
Arboretum enjoying a wonderfully 
warm and sunny early spring day 
when I had spied a figure approaching.

I soon realized it was the Easter 
Bunny. But he certainly didn’t look 
like the good-natured and fun-
loving fellow I’d know from previous 
encounters in Town this time of  year. 

His fists were clenched. His face 
was all red. There was a deep furrow 
in his brow that was visible even 
through his fur.  Muttering under his 
breath he stomped over and hopped 
up on my bench, folding his arms 
and glaring off  into the distance. 
“Hey, what’s wrong?” I asked. “Has 
there been some issue with your 
annual Easterpalooza event in Town? 
It’s always great fun and runs really 
well.”

Speaking through gritted teeth he 
said, “No, everything’s lined up for 
April 4th - it should be the best one 
ever”.

“So what’s the matter?” 
He sighed deeply and looked over at 
me.

“You know that each year at this 
time Festival and Events Ontario 
comes out with a Top 100 list of  events 
from across the province?”

“Yes, all the most successful 
and popular ones are recognized 
and …” I paused, suddenly 
anticipating where this was going. 
“Don’t tell me – you aren’t on it”. 
“No, they overlooked Easterpalooza 
… again! Not only that, but somehow 
the Town’s Christmas Market and 
Haunted Forest were selected. The 
Haunted Forest?!   It’s just a bunch 
of  carved pumpkins and people in 
costumes.”

“And the Christmas Market,” he 
continued, “It’s only been around 
for a few years.  I’ve been celebrating 
Easter in Aurora with the kids way 
longer than that. For a while when 
I was based at Petch House, it was 
practically the only use that building 
saw all year!”

Checking them off  on his paws 
he noted, “We’ve got goodie bags, 
face painting, crafts, live chicks and 
bunnies, photo ops, a story walk … 
And neither of  those other events have 
a hopstacle course!” he concluded, 
throwing his arms wide. “To be 
considered a Top 100 Festival, that’s 
got to be an essential requirement!” 

We sat silently for a minute, listening 

to the ducks quacking in a nearby 
pond.

“Maybe the festivals people made a 
mistake?” I suggested tentatively.

He looked over at me, and I noticed 
the furrow in his brow had softened. 

Sensing an opening, I continued “I 
bet Easterpalooza was supposed to be 
on the list, but there was a printing 
error. Maybe they misspelled it?”

The Easter Bunny pondered this a 
moment before venturing, “I suppose 
that might have happened.”

“An administrative error,” I 
emphasized. “That’s all it must have 
been. You know what bureaucracy is 
like.”

“It may be too late to include your 
event now, but I’m sure it’ll be on the 
list next year.”

Staring off  into the distance he 
muttered, “It better be.” With that 
he hopped off  the bench and hurried 
off  down the path, presumably to 
make this year’s event even bigger and 
better. 

As I watched him recede into the 
distance, I hoped Easterpalooza 
finally made the list next year. If  not, 
I plan to keep out of  that bunny’s way 
until he cools down.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

INSIDE AURORA
Scott Johnston

Hopping Mad

All aboard

These parallel views are about 60 years 
apart (1910s and 1970s), demonstrating the 
longevity of the Toronto-Aurora connection. 
All aboard!
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An opt-in municipal alert system that 
can send up-to-date information on 
public safety, emergency preparedness, 
and significant weather events, is 
something that should be considered for 

Aurora, says Ward 2 Councillor Rachel 
Gilliland.

Council last week gave the tentative 
green light to the motion which calls on 
municipal staff  to look into the feasibility 
of  an opt-in municipal alert system, 
including costs, and examples of  models 
used elsewhere.

“The municipality has a responsibility 
to support public safety, emergency 
preparedness, and timely communication 
with residents during significant weather 
events,” said Councillor Gilliland 
in her motion. “Timely and direct 
communication to residents can improve 
public safety outcomes by providing 
advance notice of  road closures, service 
disruptions, warming or cooling centre 
availability, parking restrictions, and 
other emergency measures.

“Utility providers, including hydro 
companies, successfully operate opt-
in text, app-based alert systems to 
notify customers of  outages and 
restoration updates, demonstrating the 
effectiveness and public acceptance 
of  such platforms. A municipal alert 
system could reduce pressure on staff  
resources by decreasing inbound 
inquiries during significant events and 
improve coordination between municipal 
departments, emergency services, and 
the public.”

Speaking to her motion at last week’s 
Committee meeting, she described the 
opt-in system as an “added tool that will 
be beneficial to the community.”

“For an example, we’ve had some 
major infrastructure burst and it’s caused 
road closures on our main arteries, and 
that’s something that we could inform the 
public really quickly to divert,” she said. 
“In other cases, I’ve had some residents 
this year complain because they didn’t 
know about a significant weather event 

and about parking on the streets and 
receiving tickets during what would be 
considered normal parking hours.”

Among those noting their support for 
a report back was Ward 1 Councillor 
Ron Weese who said he wanted to see 
the details of  implementation.

“I think when the report does come 
back… I’d like to see what the incidents 
of  these are,” he said of  the motion’s 
notation that the Town often receives 
inquires of  this nature. “It would be 
helpful to know how many people are 
really asking about these kinds of  alerts 
and having the needs for this because 
there are a lot of  alerts around for 
weather, etc., but I’d like to see what the 
extent of  the problem is in the report.”

Similarly, Ward 3 Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner said she wanted to know the 
time commitment of  municipal staff, 
should the alert model move forward.

“The only problem I’ve ever had that 
residents have had…is finding out about 
power outages,” she said. “I believe I 
told you about a senior couple that was 
huddled up in the Library because they 
had no power. They had no idea of  what 
was going on. It’s a ridiculous situation 
for us to put our residents in, so I would 
like to know if  Alectra could be included 
in this with any real information. 

“I think this would be worth the cost, 
unless it’s astronomical, to just make it 
easier for residents to follow what we do 
and find information. I look forward to 
this coming back.”

Opt-in municipal alert system considered by Council

WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY – World Down Syndrome Day was marked on March 21 with a flag raising ceremony at Aurora Town Hall. Amongst those joining families and advocates at the 
event were Mayor Tom Mrakas, Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese, and Ward 5 Councillor John Gallo. 								                  Photo courtesy of Mayor Mrakas
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EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT
www.rncemploymentservices.ca

LOOKING FOR A JOB?
WE CAN HELP!

Explore Career Options
Prepare for Interviews
Learn Job Search Techniques
Update Your Resume and LinkedIn profile
Access to Employers, Job Postings and Job Fairs

RNC Employment Services
222 Wellington St. East
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
905-727-3777

At No Cost to You!

This Employment Ontario service is funded
in part by the Government of Canada and
the Government of Ontario.
The views expressed in the publication are the views of the Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Province
and SSM. The Government of Ontario and it’s agencies are in no way bound by any recommendations contained in this document.

Giving Shop raises $12,000 for vital community organizations

Five community organizations have an 
extra spring in their step this season after 
receiving a shared $12,000 from Oakridge 
Fashions.

Last week, Deb Clark, owner of  the 
downtown Aurora boutique, visited with 
the Alzheimer Society of  York Region, 
CHATS, Rose of  Sharon Services for 
Young Mothers, the Southlake Health 
Foundation, and the Canadian Federation 
of  University Women Aurora-Newmarket, 
to present them with their donations, 
proceeds from the store’s annual Giving 
Shop.

Each year during the holiday season, 
Oakridge’s launches the Giving Shop, 
showcasing a wide selection of  gifts for 
everyone on your shopping list, with 
proceeds from these selected items 
benefitting the community.

The community’s support for the 
Giving Shop during Holiday Season 2025 
was tremendous, resulting in a record-
busting donation for the select community 
organizations.

“It’s always a joy for me to have the 
Giving Shop,” says Clark. “Every year, 
your heart sings a little bit when you know 
that these funds are being raised and, for 
me, it’s the day of  delivering the funds 
that’s so meaningful because I get to have a 
glimpse of  all the people who are your so-
called ‘boots on the ground,’ making these 
organizations function, many of  whom are 

volunteers. I’m reminded when I do this 
of  what a fantastic community we have 
around us, and how every single day of  
every single year there are folks from our 
neighbourhoods from somewhere in our 
lives who are out there, helping to deliver 
the services and the needs for various 
agencies.

“I saw it at Rose of  Sharon, women 
who are caring for the babies so that 
young mothers can attend class. I saw it at 
CHATS, where the volunteers are helping 
with a lunch that seniors would schedule 
themselves for a nice outing, and they are 
being cared for, taken care of, and served 
by volunteers – being served as a senior, so 
lovely. It’s always a great reminder of  just 
amazing work that is being done. While 
it’s lovely to deliver the cheques and hear 
from these agencies [how] these funds will 
be used, and how it will make a difference 
for them in the coming fiscal year – maybe 
they don’t realize, but what I’m seeing as 
well is this army of  volunteers across our 
community making those dollars stretch. 
That’s what I come away with and am 
really lifted by.”

The more regular customers – and the 
community at large – support the Giving 
Shop, the more Oakridge’s can give back.

One hundred per cent of  the profits on 
the Giving Shop merchandise goes into 
the donation program and now, as the 
initiative goes from strength to strength, 
the organizations themselves are helping 
spread the word knowing that every dollar 
counts.

An added attraction this past season was 
Clark’s emphasis on highlighting Canadian 
products and producers.

“This was the first year to put a specific 
push on items made in Canada – small 
batch, small-entrepreneurial, family-run 
businesses,” she says. “From Montreal, 
we had chocolate. From New Brunswick, 
we had a farm that brought in maple 
syrup. From Quebec City, we had some 
lovely little soaps that were handmade and 
hand-batched. From Edmonton, we had 
craft earrings, and it went right across the 
country. From Newfoundland, a woman 
who used to live in York Region years 
ago and moved to Newfoundland, loved 
tea and always wondered about having 
her own small business, and started an 
organic tea company. That sort of  thing 
really resonated well because of  the wave 
of  awareness and patriotism around 
Canada. Anything that was strongly 
Canadian-themed really, really made a 
mark. That was new and different and 
something we will continue to look at as 
we do our buying for 2026.”

It’s a solid foundation for the year of  
giving ahead.

“What I want to say is anyone who 

supported the Giving Shop, because of  
you we can do this,” says Clark. “It’s a 
community effort towards community, 
and Oakridge’s just facilitates it, if  you 
ask me. We love the Giving Shop because 
it’s a service to the community, but it is a 
service to our customers, too, because in a 
busy holiday period, sometimes the things 
that we spend the most time running 
around to different locations to find are 
the smaller items. Those often are the very 
things that are called for in various little 
Secret Santa, family, or neighbourhood-
type exchanges.

“It is because they come, because they 
support the Giving Shop, that the Giving 
Shop can then turn around and support 
the community. I think it’s a great organic 
example of  how every single person can 
make a difference…. It is never too small 
when we reach out to try and do something, 
so I think there is sometimes a sense 
that ‘I cannot really make a meaningful 
difference’, or you hear the expression, 
‘Well, it would just be a drop in the bucket,’ 
but that bucket gets filled by drops. It does 
matter. The Giving Shop, purchase by 
purchase, is a drop, and every one of  those 
drops fills the bucket higher and higher.”

PARSA’S  
PERSPECTIVE

Michael Parsa, MPP 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

The Southlake Health Foundation was among the community organizations selected by boutique 
owner Deb Clark, centre, to benefit from Oakridge’s Fashions’ 2025 Giving Shop.      Contributed photo

As we welcome April, I would 
like to extend my warmest wishes 
to everyone observing Good Friday 
and Easter Monday. For many 
in our community, this is a time 
of  reflection, renewal, and hope. 
These traditions offer a meaningful 
opportunity to pause and spend time 
with those who matter most.

This time of  year also invites us 
to remember an important moment 
in Canadian history. On April 9, we 
mark Vimy Ridge Day to honour the 
courage and unity of  the Canadians 
who served during the First World 
War.

Their bravery and determination 
helped shape Canada, and their 
legacy continues to remind us of  the 
strength that comes from standing 
together.

And we recognize the women 
and men in uniform who continue 
that legacy of  service. Members 
of  the Canadian Armed Forces, 
along with those who serve in other 
protective roles, dedicate themselves 
to safeguarding our freedoms and 
supporting communities at home 
and abroad. And their commitment 
deserves our deepest gratitude.

As the days grow longer and 
the weather begins to warm, I 
encourage everyone to take the 
time to reconnect with loved ones, 
whether that means sharing a meal, 
enjoying the outdoors, or simply 
reaching out to someone you care 
about.

Wishing a joyful Easter to all who 
celebrate, and I hope you all enjoy 
the spring season.
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Allegra Marketing and Print Mail celebrates  
40th anniversary of community-building

The Global Pandemic left many people 
at a career crossroads – and, amid the 
uncertainty, Frank Patriarca discovered a 
local opportunity.

A 25-year veteran of  the printing 
industry, Patriarca found himself  laid 
off  due to COVID but, after a series 
of  discussions, made the bold move to 
purchase Aurora’s Allegra Marketing and 
Print Mail.

Today, Patriarca is at the helm of  
the business as it celebrates its 40th 
anniversary in the community, one he 
and his team have worked hard to support 
since becoming business owners.

“We’re incredibly grateful to the 
Aurora business community for their 
unwavering support over the years,” 
says Patriarca. “Building meaningful, 
lasting relationships with our clients, 
while serving as a trusted partner for 
their marketing and printing needs, has 
been the foundation of  our success. As 
we move forward, we are committed to 
continuing our growth and innovation to 
better serve businesses and organizations 
with efficiency.

“We are truly grateful to our 
neighbours, clients, and our dedicated 
team members for helping us achieve this 
incredible milestone.”

Located at 305 Industrial Parkway 
South, the independently-owned Allegra 
was founded by Brian and Marg Rice. 
The Rice family subsequently sold the 
business to the De Carlo family, who 
made the decision to retire during the 
Pandemic.

“I thought I could grow the business 
because of  the knowledge I had in the 
industry and the connections that I had 
built over my 25 years in the industry,” 
Patriarca tells The Auroran. “I started in 
this industry. I actually started running an 

offset press, and then I ended up taking a 
break for a year, went to college and got 
my graphic design degree, then I ran the 
graphics department for another 10 years 
before I moved into sales.”

He spent a decade in sales before the 
events of  2020 served as catalyst for a 
career shift.

“Did buying a business during COVID 
scare me? Yes, but I think it was time,” he 
says, noting he also saw an opportunity to 
build community relationships.

Indeed, the name of  Allegra Marketing 
and Print Mail is one heard often at 
community events and fundraisers for 
local non-profits as they often donate their 
services to the cause in question.

“We started working with some of  
the non-profit agencies in the Aurora 
community,” he says. “As much as this 

business has been good to me, it’s also 
been rewarding being able to give back to 
the community. I know it sounds cliché, 
but working with organizations like the 
Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame and the York 
Regional Police Association, and Kerry’s 
Place, it’s been nice to be able to give back. 
Some of  the projects that we’ve worked on 
really affirmed our partnership with these 
organizations. I think that’s probably the 
nicest thing that’s come out of  owning this 
business.”

The community partnerships fostered 
by Allegra will be marked later this year 
with a celebration for partners and clients.

It will be a time to celebrate the last 
40 years, but also look firmly towards the 
future.

“We have made investments in 
equipment and trying to modernize 

some of  the technology that we have in 
here, and I think we’re going to continue 
to grow that end of  it,” says Patriarca. 
“When I bought this business it was 
primarily just printed items on paper. 
We’ve added promotional products to 
our product offering, and we’re always 
looking for what’s the next thing to help us 
grow our business and also help provide 
for our customers.

“I think it’s just important to give 
back to the community as much as the 
community gives to us, and that’s really the 
key. We can’t take for granted all that the 
community does for our business. If  we’re 
constantly taking from this community 
and not giving back, I don’t think it helps 
anybody and it won’t help the community 
grow. I think we grow stronger together.”

Frank Patriarca is now the owner of Allegra, which celebrates its 40th anniversary this year.
 Photo couresy of Allegra
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TRINITY CHURCH AURORA, 79 VICTORIA ST. 

Palm Sunday with Procession
Sunday March 29th - 9:15am  
& 11:15am

Holy Week
Taizé and Labyrinth
Monday March 30th – 7:30pm

Holy Communion and Labyrinth
Tuesday March 31st – 7:30pm

Tenebrae 
Candlelight Psalms and Prayers
Wednesday April 1st – 7:30pm

Maundy Thursday
Foot washing and Communion
Thursday April 2nd – 7:30pm

Good Friday Solemn Liturgy
Friday April 3rd - 10am

Easter Sunday - Celebrate  
the Resurrection
Sunday April 5th - 9:15am & 11:15am

All are welcome 

Catch the final performances of Kristen da Silva’s play, Where You Are, at Theatre Aurora through March 28.							                  Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

No matter where you come from, 
your economic circumstances, or where 
you happen to be on your own life’s 
journey right now, many of  the rhythms 
of  family life can be universal.

While sisters Glenda and Suzanne 
might live lives all their own – while 
living together – on Manitoulin Island, 
the growth, challenges, and journeys 

each undertake in the play Where You 
Are, strike a familiar chord with just 
about everyone – and that is one of  the 
many reasons Theatre Aurora tapped 
Ontario playwright Kristen da Silva’s 
acclaimed play to be the penultimate 
offering of  their 2025-2026 season. 

“Sisters Glenda and Suzanne live 
a quiet life on Manitoulin Island, 
but when the unexpected arrival of  
Suzanne’s daughter, Beth, and a weighty 
secret start to shake things up, the sisters 
find themselves hilariously tangled in 

each other’s business,” says Theatre 
Aurora. “Full of  witty banter, touching 
revelations, and the kind of  love that 
only family can bring, this charming 
play is a delightful mix of  laughter and 
heart.”

It was love at first read for director 
Judi Cragg as she and the Theatre 
Aurora team put together the current 
season, but it was a long time coming as 
they waited patiently to secure the rights 
to stage the play – a process she says was 
well worth the wait.

“About a year ago when we were 
putting this season together, we got an 
email saying it’s now available,” says the 
director of  finally clearing the two-year 
waiting list. “They asked, are you still 
interested? We jumped on it.”

“I just keep rhapsodizing about this 
play to everybody. The characters are 
absolutely real to our lives,” Cragg 
continues, likening the play to the works 
of  the perennially-popular playwright 
Norm Foster. “It’s a little bit in the 
Foster genre where it is funny, but then 
there are very touching moments and, 
perhaps in this case, heartbreaking 
moments. I call it the M*A*S*H effect. 
It was really the first television show 
to start the idea where you’re sitting 
there laughing at something hilariously 
funny and you’re right in the moment, 
then, all of  a sudden, they will smack 
you between the eyes with something 
heartbreaking, heart-wrenching, 
devastating and, because you’ve just 
been laughing, it has more of  an 
effect.”

The universality of  many of  the 
themes explored in Where You Are 

was just one element that attracted 
Cragg to the director’s chair. Adding 
to the attractive challenge was the 
chance to delve deeper into just four 
characters after helming productions 
with very large casts of  20-or-more in 
previous seasons.

“All four characters are people 
I believe almost all of  us have met 
before,” she says. “The audience is 
going to sit there and perhaps not 
consciously, but somewhere in their 
mind they’re going to know they’ve met 
someone like these people, and they 
will understand their relationships…. 
It’s about family, but looking at love in 
its various forms with lots of  laughter.

“It’s one week in the character’s lives 
and I want people to leave feeling as if  
they have spent time with friends, that 
they will have been with these people, 
they like these people, they will feel 
with these people, they will laugh with 
these people, and they will go on their 
way. When I read novels, my favourite 
ones are where there’s at least one 
character, hopefully more, that I don’t 
just resonate with, but I really like – 
you love these characters and, when 
it ends, you’re like, now I’m going to 
miss my friends. That’s what I want 
people to feel – that they like these 
people, they care about these people, 
and they understand these people.”

Kristen Da Silva’s “Where You Are” opened 
at Theatre Aurora (150 Henderson Drive) on 
March 20 and runs on select dates and times 
through the final performance this Saturday, 
March 28. For more information, including 
tickets, visit theatreaurora.com.

Where You Are brings relatable family  
drama to Theatre Aurora stage
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Nowruz, the Persian New Year, was celebrated Aurora Public Library on Sunday, with performances from Raha Dance, story-sharing, sweet treats, and crafts. “We loved watching the Raha Dance in stunning 
costumes, listening to live Persian music and instruments by Navid, enjoying storytelling by Sara Mohajeri from KidsWonder and seeing families get creative with crafts, calligraphy, and the symbolic Haft-Seen 
table display by Ghazel Fatehrad.” Among the residents participating in the celebration were, above, Nora and Ava, and Hodi and Soren. 				               Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

CELEBRATING NOWRUZ at APL
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Inn from the Cold, Blue Door mark milestones 
in delivering new housing options

Efforts to bring more transitional 
housing beds to northern York Region 
received a significant boost last week 
when the Federal and Provincial 
governments announced $630,772 in 
joint funding to develop 18 transitional 
housing beds at Inn from the Cold’s new 
build in Newmarket.

Work is currently underway on the Inn 
from the Cold project, which will have a 
total of  44 emergency and transitional 
housing beds spread over three floors, 
and provide support services.

“As part of  the Government of  
Canada’s broader efforts to respond to 
the housing crisis, investments are being 
made across the housing continuum to 
meet the needs of  communities across 
Canada,” said the Federal and Provincial 
governments in a joint statement, 
announcing the contribution through the 
Canada-Ontario Community Housing 
Initiative (COCHI).

The COCHI is a bilateral agreement 
providing funding to “repair, regenerate 
and expand community housing 
so tenants can live in a home that 
is affordable, as well provide rental 
assistance to those living in social and 

affordable housing.”
The announcement was made at York 

Regional Headquarters by Graydon 
Smith, Ontario’s Minister of  Municipal 
Affairs and Housing, who said this kind 
of  project shows what’s possible through 
bilateral cooperation.

“With combined investments from 
our government, our Federal partners, 
and York Region, this is a strong 
example of  what we can achieve when 
we work together to help people access 
safe shelter and the supports they need,” 
said Minister Smith in a statement.

Added Newmarket-Aurora MPP 
Dawn Gallagher Murphy: “Everyone 
deserves a safe and stable place to call 
home. This investment for Inn from 
the Cold is an important step toward 
addressing homelessness and supporting 
some of  the most vulnerable members 
of  our community. By working with 
our federal and municipal partners, we 
are expanding access to emergency and 
transitional housing in Newmarket and 
helping to ensure residents have the 
supports they need to rebuild their lives.”

This was underscored by Newmarket 
Mayor John Taylor who said Inn from the 
Cold’s housing hub was an “example of  
collaboration and community support” 
in the midst of  a growing crisis.

The growth in demand was also 
touched upon by Regional Chair Eric 
Jolliffe.

“The Regional Municipality of  York 

The Blue Door team is pictured at the Kevin’s Place in Newmarket last week. 
Photo courtesy of Blue Door

is continuing to see increased demand 
for affordable housing options, including 
emergency and transitional housing for 
individuals at risk of  or experiencing 
homelessness. Today’s investment helps 
ensure we can continue responding to 
the growing needs in our communities 
and supporting residents who need it 
most.”

While Aurora Mayor Tom Mrakas 
vetoed a transitional housing facility 
for men in Aurora last year, builds in 
Newmarket continue apace.

Blue Door, one of  the non-profits 
that expressed interest in operating the 
proposed men’s site, announced the 
redevelopment of  their Kevin’s Place 
facility in Newmarket is expected to be 
complete by October of  this year.

The Kevin’s Place project has seen 
Blue Door transform a 100-year-
old home that was being used by the 
organization into a site with 14 three-
storey stacked townhomes “designed 
to deliver dignified, accessible, 
and affordable housing for people 
experiencing homelessness.”

“This redevelopment represents 
a defining moment for Blue Door as 
we expand from emergency response 
into long-term housing solutions,” said 
Emmy Kelly, Chief  Operating Officer 
at Blue Door. “It demonstrates how 
communities can reimagine existing 
spaces to create homes that foster 
belonging, opportunity, and a stronger 
future for everyone.”

The stacked townhouse model, they 
add, will meet accessibility standards to 
“ensure residents with diverse needs can 
live with dignity and autonomy.”

It’s a move beyond “temporary 
solutions” towards meaningful 
investments in “permanent, affordable 
housing that creates real opportunities 
for stability and independence.”

“A safe, dignified home changes 
everything,” said Kelly. “Kevin’s Place 
will give individuals the stability and 
confidence to focus on their health, 
relationships, and goals, creating the 
foundation needed to move forward 
and fully participate in a thriving 
community.”

Federal, Provincial governments 
provide more than half-a-million 
in funding
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Advocacy, education eyed as Council considers 
merits of home retrofit grants

The Town of  Aurora might not be in 
a place to offer grants for home energy 
retrofits at this point, but could do so 
in the future as part of  the Town’s 
Home Energy Retrofit Program.

Council is looking at implementing 
a made-in-Aurora program, and 
recommendations based on a 
feasibility study will be given further 
consideration at Council next week 
after consultants suggested going 
above and beyond advocacy and 
education towards providing financial 
retrofit grants at the municipal level 
was “not a good fit at this time.”

The door, however, was left open 
to such a financial program in the 
medium- to long-term.

According to a report before Council, 
carbon emissions from Aurora homes 
are the largest contributor to Aurora’s 
overall carbon footprint at 37 per cent, 
and a Community Energy Plan (CEP) 
was deemed “essential” in helping 
reduce the community’s emissions.

“[The study] looked at the 
opportunities and risks of  a home 
energy retrofit program to determine 
if  the Town should further explore 
developing a program, including 
offering financing to residents,” 
said Natalie Kehle, Aurora’s 
Program Manager for Energy and 
Environment, in the Council report. 
“Several financing models were 
reviewed and screened for suitability. 
Three loan models were found to be 
the most applicable to the Town for 
further consideration in a detailed 
design study. Other energy retrofit 
market elements initiated by the Town 
was shown to increase the number 
of  home energy retrofits in Aurora, 
including energy coaching to support 
residents through the complex retrofit 
journey and energy retrofit education 
and outreach.”

Kehle notes that market changes in 
the field of  home retrofits has had an 
impact on developing an Aurora-based 
program, including the wind-down 
of  the Federal government’s Greener 
Homes Loan Program, a cut-off  for 
applications for the Federation of  
Canadian Municipalities’ Community 
Efficiency Financing Program, 
while, conversely, the Region of  
York is developing a Greener Homes 
Program.

Short-term goals identified in 
the Home Energy Retrofit Program 
include supporting the launch of  the 
Region’s Greener Homes Program 
this spring, while providing outreach 
to and engagement with local residents 
on available programs.

Under the medium-term range 
of  three to five years, the Program 
recommends exploring a local retrofit 
grant program for homeowners with 
low income, funded through the Town’s 
Green Initiatives Reserve Fund, “with 
a goal to maintain principal balance 
for long-term reserve sustainability.”

Longer-term goals, in a window of  
five to 10 years, include collaboration 
with the Region on the development 
of  retrofit incentives, financing 
programs with the Region and area 
partners “regarding the consideration 
of  a regional cost-effective, low-risk 
financing program for home retrofits,” 
and the potential of  a region-wide 
regulatory tool to reduce emissions 
from existing buildings.

“There has been some action at the 
Regional and local municipal level,” 
said Alex Hill of  Dunsky Energy 
and Climate Advisors, presenting the 
draft plan to local lawmakers at the 
Committee level this month. “York 
Region will be launching the York 
Greener Homes online platform, 
which includes a home energy rating 
to give you a reading as to the energy 
performance of  the homes in the 
communities within the region, as well 
as home energy coaching services that 

can help you identify and accomplish 
retrofit improvements in a home. 
Markham and Richmond Hill are 
also undertaking a similar feasibility 
study for a financing program, and 
I’ll remind you that the conclusion of  
the financing program feasibility study 
that we conducted was that it is not a 
good fit at this time for the Town of  
Aurora to offer financing for home 
energy retrofits and to play the role of  
a bank, but instead to look to see if  
opportunities may arise at the regional 
and provincial or federal level in the 
future and to work with those.

“In the short-term actions, it starts 
off  with low or no cost value adds 
that leverage the regional and utility 
programs, collect data and advocate 
for growing support, so essentially use 
the resources that you have on hand, 
work within the context of  initiatives 
that are happening at the regional, 
provincial and federal level, and try 
to bring as much of  those benefits to 
the homeowners of  Aurora as possible 
through that work…. It’s focusing 
on education and outreach to the 
community, support the development 
and implementation of  the York 
Region Greener Homes Program. For 
instance, make sure that homeowners 
in Aurora are aware of  that opportunity 
and that they’re taking advantage of  it. 
Collaborate with municipal partners 
for further support for the Regional 
program and this is all achievable 
through the existing Town resources 
and budget.”

Regarding the medium-term goal 
of  a small retrofit program for income-
qualifying residents, Hill added this 
was, in their view, a financially-
sustainable model.

“I think there’s an envelope of  
somewhere in the order of  $50,000 a 
year that can be taken from that fund 
without diminishing its overall value. 
That would focus on homeowners 
who qualify for the low income retrofit 
opportunities offered by Enbridge 

and Save on Energy at the provincial 
level and allowing them to do more 
and attract more of  those funds from 
those opportunities to homeowners 
in Aurora by giving them matching 
funds and a small grant to

encourage that, sort of  the missing 
money to get them to do those 
projects.

“Longer term, as the opportunities 
emerge and perhaps there are new 
initiatives at the Regional level and 
perhaps at the provincial or federal 
level, so the first could be work at 
the Regional level to establish a York 
Region incentive program that could 
help pay for home energy retrofits, 
could also be to work with the other 
municipalities to establish a regional 
financing program or perhaps a 
provincial financing program if  that 
emerges.”
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Sharon, Randi, and Ethan dazzle Library, Square

Generations raised on the music of Sharon, Lois and Bram, and youngsters just catching the magic for the first time were left spellbound on Saturday as Canadian music icon Sharon Hampson was joined by 
daughter Randi, and grandson Ethen, for two events at Aurora Town Square. The fun began in the morning with a special musical storytime at the Library where the three-generation “family band” shared many 
of Sharon, Lois and Bram’s most popular tunes. Events continued over at the Aurora Town Square Performance Hall where Sharon, Randi, and Ethan sat down for a talk hosted by Andrew Applebaum of the 
Toronto Legends podcast. (Top) The Library’s living room space was packed with fans. Aliyai and Mila were delighted to meet Sharon and Randi and have their books signed by the duo. (Middle) Hampson 
speaks in the Performance Hall. The trio are interviewed by Andrew Applebaum. (Third Row) Sharon, Randi and Ethan, and Applebaum, were joined by Mayor Tom Mrakas and Aurora Town Square’s Phil Rose. 
Ronnie was eager to take in the presentation. 													                      	            Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Sharon, Randi, and Ethan charm an engaged 
multigenerational audience at Town Square

Multiple generations of  Sharon, Lois, 
and Bram fans assembled at Aurora 
Town Square on Saturday afternoon for 
an enjoyable trip down memory lane for 
many, and a new musical experience for 
some.

Children, parents, and grandparents 
filled the Davide De Simone Performance 
Hall to hear Sharon Hampson’s insights 
and listen to her songs that have charmed 
little kids and big kids for decades.

The children’s music icon and Order 
of  Canada recipient was interviewed 
on-stage by Toronto Legends podcaster 
Andrew Applebaum.

The Richmond Hill resident—after 
being introduced by Mayor Tom Mrakas--
guided hundreds through an afternoon of  
anecdotes and singalongs.

Remarkably, Applebaum found the 
right balance between conversation and 
well-timed songs that worked for an 
assembly ranging from toddlers to Golden 
Agers.

In this setting, Sharon Hampson was 
the Belle of  the Ball, but she shared the 
spotlight lovingly with her family in the 
reconstituted show necessitated by Lois’s 
passing in 2015 and Bram’s retirement in 
2019.

The charming entertainer, who will 
celebrate fifty years in show business in 
2028, was joined on stage by her daughter, 
Randi, and her grandson, Ethan. The 
trio delivered many of  Sharon, Lois, and 
Bram’s greatest hits to an audience that 
enjoyed an afternoon of  storytelling and 
timely singalongs when the wee natives 
approached restlessness. 

The music video of  “Side by Side” 
warmed up the group and featured a 
montage of  the legendary group’s finest 
moments, including playing kazoos in 
three-part harmony. 

Upon encouragement from 
Applebaum, Sharon provided an update 
on Bram: “I spoke to Bram on Friday and 
we’re in touch regularly. He and his wife 
spent the winter in Victoria where there 
was a little less snow than here.” 

After Bram’s retirement, Randi 
embraced the challenges of  the Pandemic 
to create a new kind of  stage show for her 
family: “I saw COVID as this opportunity 
to turn the music into a family business. 
There is such an appetite for Sharon, Lois, 
and Bram. We’re even working on new 
children’s books.”

Ethan acknowledged there were 
challenges growing up with such a famous 
grandmother: “I was not a humble three-
year-old. I always knew that there’s a 
famous person in family. It was always a 
part of  my life. The music has been such a 
big part of  our life—it’s innate.”

Ethan rolled into strumming his guitar 
and Sharon and Randi delivered lead 
vocals on 1988’s “We’re All Together 
Again” to hold the youngsters before 
Sharon discussed with pride the origins 
of  her career after being prompted by 
Applebaum.

“It was at the Bohemian Embassy—a 

real coffee house for people to listen to folk 
music (Gordon Lightfoot would be there) 
or listen to poetry with Margaret Atwood, 
or enjoying jazz at night. I was offered 
my first job after singing at an Open Mic 
Night. It was the beginning.”

Applebaum asked about the challenges 
of  the group’s debut album “One 
Elephant, Deux Elephants” in 1978 and 
Sharon noted “We didn’t press enough 
albums—we thought 5,000 would be 
enough and we ran out—which was a 
nice problem to have.”  Randi added that 
“now it’s Triple Platinum with millions of  
streams.” 

The program moved from career 
reflections and highlights back to a 
favourite song from The Elephant Show 
in the 1980s as Sharon, Randi, and Ethan 
delivered “Hey Dum Diddley Dum” to 
a delighted, bobbing audience which 
delivered the chorus back to the on-stage 
entertainers.

A spirited rendering of  “Ballin’ the 
Jack” took the event into intermission.

The three-generational audience 
travelled to Aurora from across the GTA 
to engage with the animated 83-year-old 
who showed off  her undiminished vocal 
talents during the two-hour event.

Robbie Chesla of  Burlington discussed 
her deep connection with Sharon, Lois, 
and Bram:  “I’m a graduate of  The 
Elephant Show. I first saw the trio when I 
was ten at the Shawn O’Sullivan Theatre 
at Brock University. The three of  them 
had such a great impact on bringing 
children and families together.  It was 
so good back then—things were very 
care-free compared to the present. Now, 
you have to really search for this kind of  
entertainment.”

Also enjoying the show was a 
multigenerational quartet from 
Newmarket.  Katie Duncan brought her 
sons, five-year-old Blair and three-year-old 
Russell, to the show as well as her mom 
Tina Duncan. At intermission, Katie 
offered insights into the event: “It’s very 
cool and I’m happy to watch the boys 
enjoy it.  They’re really passionate about 
their music and I’m enjoying the stories—
they’re entertaining to hear.”

Tina appreciated “the music most of  
all. It’s special and takes us back in time. 
It’s really good for children to come to 
events and to sit in a theatre for a show. 
The music takes us out of  ourselves and it’s 
really great to see the boys singing along.”

Michael Cardinal brought his 2 ½-year-
old daughter Charlotte to enjoy the show. 
The Markham resident thought that the 
best part of  the event was “getting to share 
the music.”

“I remember when my parents brought 
us to Sharon, Lois, and Bram.  It feels 
special to be here with Charlotte today.  
She’s really enjoying it. She knows some 
of  the songs through daycare and from 
home.  She was dancing in the aisles. It’s 
such a mixed crowd—it’s great to see the 
range of  ages enjoying the show.”

One of  the more amusing anecdotes 
came after the 15-minute intermission 
when Applebaum asked Hampson 
about the trio’s appearance at The White 

House’s Easter Egg Roll.
“It was very exciting to meet President 

Clinton, but he nudged Bram during our 
photo session to tell us that our time was 
up. Rumor has it that Bram took three 
hand towels with the Seal of  the President 
on them.” 

After such suggestions of  petty 
larceny and a spirited delivery of  “Fish 
and Chips and Vinegar” for the kids of  
all ages, Applebaum generated much 
applause for Hampson when he noted her 
enshrinement in the Order of  Canada 
which Hampson described as “very 
thrilling and very exciting, but we weren’t 
allowed to tell anyone.”

“Governor Adrienne Clarkson 
presented to us and leaned over to me and 
said ‘The last time we were together was in 
the makeup room at CBC.”  

Hampson swooned dramatically when 
describing the first time she met Harry 
Belafonte—“He was so handsome!”—
and spoke glowingly of  the impacts of  Pete 
Seeger, Fred Penner, and Ernie Coombs.

Some of  the more spontaneous 
moments took place during the Q and 
A as Aurora Town Square Manager Phil 
Rose manned the mic masterfully through 
the audience. His racing up and down 
the aisles was reminiscent of  an energetic 
Phil Donahue when he ruled afternoon 
television with a similar upbeat and 
invitational manner.

With mic in hand, one attendee confessed 
“having a crush on Bram in 1999” to 
which Sharon responded comically, “Get 
in line”, and when the next questioner 
asked which song was her favourite to 
perform, the Toronto-born entertainer 
responded with “Skinnamarink—we had no 
idea it would grow to what it became and we 
closed all our concerts with it.”

In an ensuing comment, one audience 
member noted that ‘Skinnamarink’ helped 
her grieving process because it reminded 
her of  her father singing “I love you” to her 
to which Hampson replied “I hear about 
generational moments like that and it makes 
me think that music is such a connector. For 
that, I am grateful.” 

When asked what was the most 
memorable unscripted moment, Sharon and 
Randi looked at one another, shared an on-
stage chuckle, and the legendary children’s 
artist delivered a gem: “We were rhyming 
children’s names [in spontaneous songs] and 
Lois asked a little boy ‘What’s your name?’ 
The little boy replied, ‘Tucker!’ We had to 

sing the song rhyming with Tucker….”
The older segment of  the audience 

identified immediately with the rhyming 
perils of  such a first name.

Sharon reassured a wee lad who suggested 
“the Elephant always looks sad” to which she 
responded grand-maternally: “You’ll have 
to take our word for it—Elephant is very 
happy.”

Seamlessly, Sharon, Randi, and Ethan 
broke out into a closing rendition of  
“Skinnamarink” which functioned as an 
emotional climax for the two hundred guests 
with Sharon imploring after the last “I love 
you” to “Be sure to sing this love song with 
everyone you love.”

That warm feeling was carried into 
the meet-and-greet in the lobby—made 
complete by the surprise appearance of  a 
very happy and photogenic Elephant.  The 
plush grey pachyderm took his place at the 
autograph table with Sharon and Randi. 

After every album, CD, and book was 
signed and accompanying photos were 
taken, Sharon Hampson reflected about 
the most satisfying aspect of  the matinee. 
She paused and smiled: “People singing 
together—grandparents, parents, children—
it never ceases to give pleasure.  It fun to 
tell the stories, but it’s a great joy to see the 
generations singing together.”

Randi Hampson echoed her mom’s 
sentiments: “We are three generations on 
stage and we met three generations after 
the show.  My son was raised on the music. 
To have experienced it similarly is really a 
delight.” 

The chemistry between mother and 
daughter was evident as we chatted in the 
quiet aftermath and Sharon expressed her 
gratitude and pride towards Randi for helping 
her continue her career as an entertainer.

“First of  all, being able to work at 
something you love is a gift. We worked very 
hard at it for years but for it to evolve into 
a family experience—it’s a bonus.  Such a 
pleasure.  I’m so proud of  my daughter and 
grandson.”

During the show, Hampson thanked her 
daughter “for stopping me from retiring and 
keeping the music of  Sharon, Lois, and Bram 
alive.” 

Randi, an accomplished lawyer and 
talented singer who is indeed keeping the trio’s 
music alive, looks after the business logistics 
of  her mom’s endearing stage appearances.  
She smiled and summarized her role: “I 
look after things so she gets to do all the 
fun stuff.”
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Our services include:
 Flexible Tech Support: Get help when you need it, with   
     both on-site and remote support for Windows and Mac.

Complete Web Services: From reliable web hosting 
to custom website creation, we build your on-line home.
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CYGHA boundaries include:  
Aurora

Newmarket
King

Bradford
East Gwillimbury

Sharon 
Whitchurch-Stou�ville 
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Atom: 
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CYGHA boundaries include:  
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House League and Competitive Rep Hockey
for Girls and Women in York Region
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Panther Cubs:
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House League and Competitive Rep Hockey
for Girls and Women in York Region

CYGHA boundaries include:  
Aurora

Newmarket
King

Bradford
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Sharon 
Whitchurch-Stou�ville 

Panther Cubs:
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House League and Competitive Rep Hockey
for Girls and Women in York Region
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U9:
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U15:

House League and Competitive Rep Hockey
for Girls and Women in York Region

CYGHA boundaries include:  
Aurora

Newmarket
King

Bradford
East Gwillimbury

Sharon 
Whitchurch-Stou�ville 

Panther Cubs:

Novice: 

Atom: 

Peewee: 

Bantam:

House League and Competitive Rep Hockey 
for Girls and Women  in York Region
REGISTRATION OPENS MID-MAY

FUNdamental - Cubs 2021-22
U7 – Cubs 2020 
U9   2018 and 2019 
U11 2016 and 2017 
U13 2014 and 2015 
U15 2012 and 2013 
U18 2009, 2010 and 2011 

CYGHA  
boundaries Include: 

Aurora
Bradford

East Gwillimbury
King

Newmarket
Richmond Hill

Sharon
Vaughan

Whitchurch-Stouffville
West Gwillimbury

905-727-0269 | info@cygha.com
14845 Yonge Street, Unit 6 Box 130, Aurora ON L4G 6H8

Office Location: 2nd floor of the Aurora Community Centre 

CENTRAL YORK GIRLS HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

CYGHA.COM  |  CENTRALYORKPANTHERS.COM

2026 - 27 Season Division
Birth Years

Register online at  www.iembasketball.com
905-836-6195 info@iembasketball.com

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE: 
Rep1, Rep2, All-Star Team Try-Out Schedule 

& Mail-in Registration Form

BasketballBasketball

The objective of the IEM Basketball League  
is to provide an opportunity for any person  
to participate in, or learn about, the game  
of basketball, as well as to promote, develop 
and encourage children to enjoy the game  
of basketball.

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or SATURDAY! 
Uniform, Competitions, Tournaments  & More!

WEEKLY Practices & Games from April-June. 

York Region’s largest basketball organization for girls & boys. Over 2000+ players & over 175+ coaches.
One of the fastest growing basketball leagues in Ontario. Over 150+ teams in Newmarket, Aurora, Keswick, East Gwillimbury & Bradford.

STARTING AT 

for “12-Weeks”

$275

Spring Basketball Registration

AURORA MUSIC ACADEMY | 330 MCCLELLAN WAY, UNITS 4 & 5   
auroramusicacademy.ca | info@auroramusicacademy.ca  Call or text: 905.900.0094

guitar 
ukulele

piano 
voice  
rock band

905-900-0094905-900-0094

SUMMER 
CAMPS
SUMMER 
CAMPS

AMAZINGAMAZING  
musical fun for the 

Summer of 26!

Call or text 
SAVE $25!MARCH 31st SAVE $25!

Register before

check out our  
summer 

music camp

Piano  •  Guitar •  Violin  
Drums  •  Flute  •  Voice

contact us today!
905-727-5582 | 255 Industrial Pkwy South

www.thepianostudio.com

serving aurora for 24 years

get started with a  
free trial lesson

t h ep i a no s tud i o . c om

A fun and educational day camp for ages 6-12
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www.floorsdirectnorth.ca

Your friendly local flooring experts

T: 905-235-4400  |  Sales@floorsDirectnorth.ca  

OUR 8th YEAR IN A ROW!OUR 8th YEAR IN A ROW!

www.auroratoyota.ca

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA   
(905) 727-1948 | 1-866-979-3635
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        we do teslas

Martone and Hicks lead Junior Panthers to “huge” 
playoff series victory over Kingston Ice Wolves
BY JIM STEWART 

The Central York Panthers 
eliminated the Kingston Ice Wolves 
from the OWHL playoffs with back-
to-back 2-1 and 3-1 victories on Friday 
and Saturday in The Limestone City.

The Panthers won the opening 
round series three games to one.

Central York U22 Coach Steve 
Dempsey described his club’s series 
victory on the weekend as “a huge win 
for the program on many levels.”

“We’re an original program in the 
OWHL, but that was just the fourth 
playoff  series won in the history of  
the Junior Panthers. After not winning 
a playoff  series for many years, this 
gets us to the Elite Eight and puts 
the program on the map. All our 
players are going to get all kinds of  
attention from university coaches who 
were watching the games. My phone 
exploded with dozens of  texts from 
university coaches minutes after we 
beat Kingston.”

The margin of  victory over Kingston 
for Coach Dempsey’s crew was razor-
thin. The Panthers’ 2-1 win on Friday 
was via the Shootout, the Panthers’ 
third goal in Saturday afternoon’s 
3-1 victory was an empty netter, and 
Central York trailed both games 1-0 in 
the second period.

The lower-ranked Ice Wolves 
eliminated the Panthers from the 
OWHL playoffs in 2025 and looked 
to be on the verge of  another upset 
on home ice after stealing Game 2 in 
Aurora to tie the series last Sunday.

However, Central York returned the 
favor against their divisional rival on 

Saturday, paced by Audrey Martone’s 
two-goal performance and Claire 
Hicks’s strong effort between the pipes. 
Hicks stopped 18 of  the 19 shots she 
faced to stymie the Ice Wolves for the 
second consecutive game at Desjardins 
Invista Centre.

On Friday night, Hicks stopped 
28 of  29 shots during regulation and 
was flawless in OT and the 3-round 
Shootout—stopping both shots she 
faced before Martone fired the game 
winner past Lilyana Reid in Round 
One to capture Game 3 of  the series.

Coach Dempsey credited Hicks’s 
big game performance as one of  many 
significant factors that tipped the series 
in the Panthers’ favor: “It’s a lot easier 
to coach in the playoffs when you get 
goaltending.  Claire played great in 
both games. Kudos also to our players 
for accepting different roles. Due to 
injuries to our defense, our Captain 
Keira Johnson moved from forward to 
defense—a role she performed for us 
earlier in the season. She did a great 
job. We also worked on forechecking 
to be the difference maker in the 
series. I demanded from our players 
that they go full speed—making hard 
turns at the bottom of  the circles and 
we created so many turnovers. We 
invested in being mentally tough at 
the start of  the season and that really 
helped us when we fell behind 1-0 in 
both games on Friday and Saturday. 
We really challenged them to leave 
a big legacy for the program—to get 
back to the Elite Eight.”

Getting back to the Elite Eight 
did not look like a given last Sunday 
afternoon at SARC when the Panthers 

outshot the Ice Wolves 45-15, but lost 
2-1. Reid turned aside 44 of  the 45 
shots she faced to accrue an incredible 
.978 SV%. Dozens of  Reid’s saves 
that afternoon were in the sensational 
category and it appeared she might 
steal the series.

However, on Friday night and 
Saturday afternoon in Kingston, 
Hicks stole the spotlight from Reid 
and backstopped her club to a pair of  
impressive road victories.  

On Saturday afternoon in Game 4, 
Hicks was beaten by Kingston’s Claire 
Chambers 35 seconds into the second 
period, but blocked all the shots she 
faced after that to give the Panthers 
the kind of  netminding that wins 
playoff  series.

Veteran Panther Elizabeth 
Janovski—with a helper from Captain 
Johnson—pulled Central York into a 
1-1 tie at 11:13 of  the middle frame.

Martone scored the game-winner 
8:45 into the third period—yielding a 
hard-earned assist for Abby Pak. 

Coach Dempsey credited Pak for 
the diligent digging that created 
Martone’s decisive tally.

“That goal was all Abby. She got 
away from two players in the corner —
they were both draped all over her—
and she got Audrey the puck in the slot 
with a perfect tape-to-tape pass.”

With 2:39 remaining in the final 
frame and Reid pulled for an extra 
attacker, Martone scored again, this 
time on an unassisted empty netter to 
end the Ice Wolves’ season.

On Friday night in Game 3, Karinne 
Jarmine beat Hicks 2:12 into the 
second period to give the home side 
a 1-0 lead, but Demi Lazarou pulled 
the Panthers even with 3:01 left in the 
middle frame. Central York outshot 

Kingston 12-11 in the third period, 
but Hicks and Reid kept opposing 
shooters off  the scoreboard and 
continued their mastery in a scoreless 
OT—setting up Martone’s heroics in 
the shootout.

The valiant Reid turned aside 39 of  
the 40 shots she faced in Game 3, but 
Hicks made the biggest saves of  the 
game in the Shootout to put Kingston 
on the brink of  elimination.

Coach Dempsey described the 
series-altering Shootout sequence.

“The winning goal was Audrey being 
Audrey.  She went first and made some 
nice quick moves switching backhand 
to forehand. The goalie got impatient 
and went to pokecheck. Audrey’s quick 
hands finished the goal perfectly. Berkie 
[Annabella Van Berkel] clinched it for us 
in the next round when she scored our 
second goal—she went five-hole right 
along the ice. Claire made both saves to 
give us the three-round Shootout win.”

By capturing the best-of-five series in 
Kingston, the seventh-seeded Panthers 
qualified for the OWHL Elite Eight 
Championship Weekend in Toronto.

Pool play for Central York will start 
on Thursday, March 26 at 3 p.m. versus 
the 2nd-seeded Mississauga Hurricanes 
at the Scotiabank Pond.

Game 2 on Friday, March 27 at 
2:45 PM will be against the 3rd-
seeded Durham West Lightning at the 
Chesswood Arena.

On Saturday, March 28 at 2:45, 
Game 3 will feature a tilt with the 6th-
seeded Burlington Barracudas.

The first-place clubs from both pools 
will play for the Gold Medal on Sunday, 
March 29 at 1:30 and the second-place 
clubs from both pools will be play for 
the Bronze Medal at 12:45 at the 
Scotiabank Pond. 

Abby Pak (13) set up the series-winning goal, Audrey Martone (98) fired the shootout-winning goal in 
Game 3 and the game-winning goal in Game 4, Claire Hicks (30) allowed just two goals in two games, 
and Annabella Van Berkel (12) scored the shootout clincher as the Junior Panthers eliminated the 
Kingston Ice Wolves from the OWHL playoffs. 			              Auroran photo by Jim Stewart
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The Country Day School o�ers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Du�erin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5  .  T: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

Guided by teachers who share their curiosity and enthusiasm, CDS students dive into outdoor education, 
chemistry, and environmental science from an early age—discovering passions that grow with them. 
Aspirations to cure cancer, keep communities safe, or launch rockets into space often take root right here at 
CDS. Our students imagine bold futures and graduate with the clarity and con�dence to pursue them.

RSVP to an Open House today at www.cds.on.ca/visitus
We look forward to meeting you soon!

DISCOVER 
Who They Will Become at CDS

JO
IN

US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE!

Ask
about Entrance Scholarships for Gra

de
s

7–
10

Middle/Senior School
April 15 

9:00–10:30 am 
Junior School 

April 22 
9:00–10:30 am 

RSVP at 
www.cds.on.ca/

visitus

CDS_KWS_2026-03-27_Open House_FINAL.indd   1 2026-03-22   10:48 AM

Aurora could take roller skating 
drop-ins for a spin this year

Roller skating drop-ins could be a 
new addition to the Town of  Aurora’s 
recreation programs, if  Council signs off  
on a new initiative next week.

Council gave the tentative thumbs-
up to a new drop-in program earlier this 
month at the Committee level. Should 
this decision be ratified on March 31, 
opportunities for drop-in roller skating 
and inline skating could be developed 
pending the availability of  local arenas 
when the ice is out.

As The Auroran reported earlier 
this month, municipal staff  have been 
exploring the idea of  formal roller 

skating activities following a motion 
made last year by Ward 2 Councillor 
Rachel Gilliland.

While staff  found that hiring an 
outside company to operate roller skating 
activities locally was cost prohibitive, 
they said drop-in programs where users 
bring their own skates and protective 
equipment could be a quick win for 
skating enthusiasts and the Town.

“If  Council is comfortable with us 
proceeding with the drop-in concept, 
our staff, firstly, will just look at our 
schedule and availability of  the dry 
ice pads once the ice comes out,” said 
Robin McDougall, Aurora’s Director of  

Residents asked to weigh in on renovations  
to Atkinson and Optimist Parks

Aurora residents are being asked 
to weigh in on the future of  two 
popular neighbourhood parks.

Up for renovations this year 
are Atkinson Park, located on 
Twelve Oaks Drive in the southeast 
quadrant of  St. John’s Sideroad 
and Old Yonge Street, as well as 
Optimist Park, located on Birkshire 
Drive, which also serves as one of  
the northerly access points to the 
Aurora Community Arboretum.

“As part of  the Town’s Capital 
Asset Management Plan, the 
playgrounds at both parks are 
scheduled for renewal,” said the 
Town of  Aurora in a statement. 
Playgrounds typically have a 
lifecycle of  approximately 20 – 25 
years. While all the playgrounds in 
Aurora are routinely inspected to 
ensure safety and quality, each site 
is renewed through a planned asset 
management cycle. In alignment 
with the Town’s 10-yar Capital Plan, 

the playgrounds at Atkinson Park 
and Optimist Park are scheduled 
for replacement.

“Before designs are finalized, 
the Town wants to hear from the 
community. Community input 
plays an important role in shaping 
playground spaces that reflect 
the needs and interests of  local 
families. Residents and visitors are 
encouraged to share what features 
they would like to see, whether that 
includes more swings, climbing 
structures, inclusive and accessible 
elements, sensory features, or spaces 
designed for different age groups.”

Residents and other park users are 
asked to complete an online survey 
and provide additional feedback 
through the Town’s Engage Aurora 
platform at engageaurora.ca/
Playgrounds.

“Investing in our parks and 
playgrounds is an investment in the 
wellbeing of  every resident,” said 
Mayor Tom Mrakas in a statement. 
“When our community shares their 
feedback, it ensures we’re building 

spaces that truly reflect their needs 
and creates safe, vibrant, and 

welcoming places where families 
can connect, play and thrive.” 

Artistic renderings of what the revamped Atkinson (left) and Optimist (right) Parks could look like.								         Images courtesy of the Town of Aurora
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www.doanehospice.org

Elementary students in York Region experiencing grief are invited to join the  
Mariposa Art Club for Grieving Children. The club provides free art-making 
activities designed to help children safely express their feelings, learn healthy 
ways to cope, and experience the power of peer support.

Saturday, May 30th, 2026

Two routes to choose from – both starting at Fairy Lake Park, Newmarket. 

Help us to raise much-needed funds for our families in York Region
who need access to hospice care.

Build your team or come as an individual to support Margaret Bahen Hospice 
and Doane House Hospice.

Our annual #Hike4Hospice is back!
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Community Services. “Similar to what we 
did a couple of  years ago regarding…the 
introduction of  pickleball on our dry pads, 
we’d do the same for this matter and do 
have a promotion around that as a program 
drop-in.”

Stouffville, noted McDougall, is one 
municipality that has a formal weekly 
program with a private provider, but this 
was secured with grant funding.

“As far as the drop-in model, not too many 
do it yet, but we’re learning, and certainly 
any experience [other municipalities] have 
we’ll make ours as strong as we can to get it 
going,” she continued. “I think promotion 
is a big thing. I know that there obviously is 
already existing popular roller skating rinks, 
not just in York Region, but beyond, but we 
could even in… a try-it model, bring in a 
guest, not a performer per se, but somebody 
with that skillset just to draw attention to 
how this could actually be. I’m careful not 
to tip the scale of  a new event because we’re 
in-year and I’ve got to be sensitive to the 
budget aspect, but it’s certainly a try-it kind 
of  initiative and we can look at what we can 
achieve this year.”

While the drop-in initiative was 
ultimately supported by Council, some 
members expressed disappointment at the 
cost building a more substantive program.

“I was really hoping it would be a little 
more affordable than what was being 
presented. I was excited about it, I think 

the community was excited, however I do 
remain optimistic that there’s something 
we can do,” said Councillor Gilliland, 
underscoring the importance of  a “try-
it” day to build both awareness and 
excitement over the activity. “Hopefully 
that is something we can look towards to 
gain excitement and momentum about 
coming and doing that.”

Similarly, Ward 1 Councillor Ron 
Weese said he had “greater expectations” 
when it came to the available options, but 
said he understood the reasoning behind 
staff ’s recommendations.

“We used to be a roller skating town and 
we’ve lost that momentum,” he said. “I 
agree with Councillor Gilliland about just 
offering a pop-up. I’m wondering if  you do 
the same kinds of  things that we do with all 
other sport activities by providing a learn-
to-skate, doing it with youth, and building 
the momentum based on the development 
of  that skill and, of  course, do all the other 
types of  social things that are being done. 

“When you’re looking at what the next 
steps are, if  we can think about offering 
programming for this, so that five years 
down the road we’re going to have a large 
number of  people, I see this as a sport 
tourism opportunity, too, because if  we do 
it first, other people will come to a place 
that really rocks and I think it’s important 
for that social element, because that’s a 
very important part of  the roller skating 
crowd.”

From page 21

From page 1

Aurora could take roller skating drop-ins 
 for a spin this year

I think there’s probably better solutions 
that have been proposed in other larger 
communities that are scaled down to our 
own circumstances. 

“One of  the most interesting [details] 
to me is, first of  all, where should the 
responsibility of  administering this program 
lie? Should it be within Bylaws, as it is in one 
of  the larger municipalities, or should it be 
with the building department who receives 
the applications for these renovations? The 
other thing that is not really clear in any 
existing legislation is that they don’t really 
cover renoviction in the existing legislation, 
and there’s no province-wide renoviction 
bylaw. These municipalities are trying to 
create their own renovation bylaws because 
the provincial legislation doesn’t regulate 
them. This creates a circumstance that 
we’ve got a province that doesn’t seem to be 
doing much.”

The Province has an active file on 
renovictions, but it hasn’t yet borne fruit, 
while the housing and affordability crises 
continue. Work done by the communities of  
Toronto, Hamilton, Kitchener, Waterloo, 
and Guelph, however, have laid some of  the 
groundwork, says Councillor Weese.

These details include requiring landlords 
and property owners to obtain a licence 
before renovating and putting out an 
eviction notice, requiring proof  that the 
renovation requires a vacancy and, in some 
cases, tenant relocation assistance and 
compensation. 

“It’s not just a matter of  putting a bylaw 
together, it has to consider all the other 
circumstances and the Province right 
now hasn’t announced a province-wide 
renoviction bylaw,” says Weese. “One 
of  the signals I’m getting from all the 
documentation is that it’s been relatively 

mixed from a policy standpoint; some of  the 
housing advocates are calling for a Provincial 
ban or some standardized rules and recently 
the Provincial housing legislation has been 
aimed at speeding up construction and 
actually may limit some of  the authority to 
create additional licensing requirements.

“We’ve got these competing policy 
tensions around tenant protection and 
the reduction of  barriers to housing 
construction, so what I’m saying here 
basically is there’s really no provincial 
protections put in place, although they are 
thinking about it, and municipalities are 
being left to work on this because that’s 
where the evictions and problems exist. 
They’re looking at some amendments to 
the existing policies that are there, and 
municipalities are acting…. The fact for 
me is that our staff  should be coming back 
with a report that makes a clear suggestion 
of  how the renoviction bylaw would be 
administered, who would administer it, and 
what would be the cost of  administering this 
bylaw. That’s where we are right now.

“I think everybody on Council and 
any reasonable person would say that 
if  tenants are not adequately protected 
from a renoviction, which is understood 
to be you’re being evicted because the 
landlord wants to renovate your property… 
everybody believes tenants should have 
some protection against this, particularly 
in a situation where landlords and tenants 
have rental agreements that are affordable, 
and then those rental agreements after 
renovations should become affordable. 
Now we’re losing affordable housing stock 
and we shouldn’t be doing that. That’s a 
problem when you look at an Affordable 
Housing Action Plan – you should be able 
to protect the lower rents that you have for 
people and not be evicting them.”

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

MADE IN

S U P P O R T  L O C A L

CANADA
MADE IN

Scope of renoviction problem in Aurora needs  
to be clear before scope of solution: Councillor



 24           THE AURORAN | THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2026  

BORA  
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

AD
If you are  
reading  

this ad, our  
advertising 

works!
TO ADVERTISE CALL 
905-727-3300 EXT 102

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

PEST CONTROL

ROOFING

PROPANE

RENOVATIONS/FENCES/DECKS

RENOVATIONS/REMODELING/LANDSCAPE

WATER

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

A&A IDEAL RENOVATION

416-219-4530  Alex  416-625-4441

Home Remodeling • Electrical Plumbing
Kitchen & Bathrooms • Finished Basement

All Flooring Tiles • Hardwood Laminate 
Drywall • Painting • Deck & Fences

Fully licensed and insured. One year warranty on all labour. NO JOB TOO SMALL!

SUMMER RENOVATIONS INC.

BIG OR SMALL GIVE US A CALL!
(Free Estimates)  647-287-7168

Build/Repair Fences 
Build/Repair Decks

1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca
Located in King Township since 1994

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING

TREE SERVICE

Not everyone needs your services all the time, but,  
if you want to be there when they do, ADVERTISE in our 

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY  
& AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

LANDSCAPING 

CALL  
to make your 
appointment 
416-219-4530
416-625-4441

HOME
RENOVATION

ASA 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

CLEANERS

CENTRAL VACUUM 

LANDSCAPING/RENOVATION

CREMATION

DEMOLITION SAFETY

CONCRETE & INTERLOCK

DRIVEWAY PAVING

ELECTRICIAN

3.5”w x 1.625”h

www.roadhouseandrose.com | 905-895-6631

•  Dignified
•  Respectful
•  Inexpensive

Affordable Cremation Services 

Call us 
for more 

information

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREEOur Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

Concrete / Interlock

Fiberglass Pools

Excavation / Demolition

- Walkways   - Curbs   - Patios   - Walls

- Supplied   - Installed

FREE ESTIMATES

647-891-0937

437-882-5464            416-799-6994

Residential  |  Commercial  |  Industrial

sales@safealliancedemolition.com

Health and Safety Consulting
Exterior Mechanical Demolition

Interior Selective Manual Dismantling
Fully Insured & Bonded

P.O. Box 66, King City, Ontario  L7B 1A4

25
YEARS
EXPERIENCE

PAINTING

PAINTING/HOME IMPROVEMENTS

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED

ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

FOUR SEASONS PAINTING  
& HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Please Inquire 
About Our 
Senior Services 
& Discounts.

2 professional hardworking guys 

15% OFF PAINTING PROJECTS 
TILING • WASHROOM /KITCHEN RENO • INTERLOCK RELEVEL  
FENCES • ROOF REPAIRS/TROUGHS • FOUNDATION PARGING  

ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING • CONCRETE REPAIRS• LOCKS-INSTAL/REPAIR

Call Claudio 416-723-4860 or, 905-727-0862  
fourseasonsrenos@gmail.com

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT   905 727 3300 EXT 102

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

(647) 668 4949(647) 668 4949
zlr.cazlr.ca

Fencing
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work 
Kwik Kurb

Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens
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  OPINION

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

2-BEDROOM BASEMENT  
APARTMENT!

Available March 15th! Brand-new  
appliances. Ensuite. 10 minutes from G.W. Williams 
High School & Northern Lights Public School.  

$1800/mo Call 416-543-2670.

NEW BUILT 
APARTMENT 

FOR RENT

thi ngs... you ought to know

FOR RENT HELP WANTEDPROFESSIONAL SERVICES

HANDYMAN 
PROJECTS

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 
30 Years Experience

Painting & Repair

John: 647-671-5179
FREE ESTIMATES 

WE  PAY CASH FOR SCRAP  
vehicles any size. We also buy construc-
tion and farm equipment. Open 7 days 
a week. Call 905-859-0817 (Peter).

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS  
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

Not everyone needs your  
services all the time,  
but, if you want to  

be there when they do, 
ADVERTISE in our  

AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY  
& AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS.  

PLEASE CONTACT  
905-727-3300 EXT 102

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

• Aerial Pruning
• Canopy Maintenance
• Planting & Fertilizing
• Storm Risk Prevention

• Arborist Reports & Plans
• Tree & Shrub Appraisal
• Urban Tree Removal
• Storm Debris Clean-Up

Fully trained & insured with leading
techniques & equipment

647-400-6998  |  647-338-8733
smgtrees@gmail.com   www.smgtrees.com

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up Available

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

Nations is a foreign-funded advocacy 
group and suggested he would ban foreign-
funded organizations seen to influence 
B.C. politics. Silencing Indigenous 
nations under the guise of  sovereignty 
while allowing multinational corporations 
to actively reshape policy decisions and 
entire ecosystems is hypocritical and far 
more concerning. Indigenous sovereignty 
is itself  critical because their relationship 
with nature is built around reciprocity.

Most Canadians want limits on foreign 
ownership. A recent survey found almost 
60 per cent believed outside possession of  
Canada’s critical minerals was a greater 
threat than “missing out on development 
and jobs because of  a lack of  investment.”

Where are the loud warnings? Where 
are the critics?

If  industry supporters see supposed 
foreign funding of  environmental 
organizations as a threat to sovereignty, 
why doesn’t foreign ownership of  Canada’s 
natural resources ring alarm bells? Do those 
working to protect ecosystems actually 
pose a greater risk than the multinational 
companies working to extract and profit 
from them?

Sovereignty can’t matter in one context 
and be dismissed in another.

We should all be asking the important 
questions: Who makes decisions around 
Canada’s natural wealth? Who benefits? 
And who is left holding the bag?

David Suzuki is a scientist, broadcaster, 
author and co-founder of  the David Suzuki 
Foundation. Written with David Suzuki 
Foundation Communications Manager Stefanie 
Carmichael. Learn more at davidsuzuki.org.

MARCH 10 – APRIL 28
Memory Lane Home Living 

invites caregivers and their loved ones 
experiencing cognitive changes to join Art 
from the Heart, a creative arts program 
facilitated by an Art Therapist.  This 
hands-on program offers an opportunity 
to explore art activities, spark creativity, 
and encourage connections with  other 
families on the same journey.  The 
program takes place each Tuesday from 
March 10 – April 28 at the Aurora Public 
Library. Free. To register and for more 
information, call 905-237-1419, or visit 
memorylanehomeliving.ca.

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
The Town of  Aurora is proud to 

partner with York Region and NewMakeIt 
to bring a Repair Café to Aurora, giving 
residents a hands-on opportunity to fix 
everyday household items, reduce waste, 
and support a circular economy. Taking 
place on Saturday, March 28 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex (AFLC), Program Room C, the 
Repair Café invites residents to bring in 
broken, well-loved items, from bicycle 
chains and small household items such as 
small appliances to electronics and broken 
clasps. Skilled volunteer fixers will be on 
hand to help repair items free of  charge, 
extending their lifespan and keeping them 
out of  landfill. For more information, visit 
aurora.ca/repaircafe.

* * * * 
Introduction to Paper Quilting. 1 

p.m. Have you ever wanted to try paper 

quilting? In this introductory workshop, 
you will create a greeting card/piece of  
art using this easy to learn heritage craft. 
Workshop includes all materials. Taking 
place in the beautiful Hillary House 
National Historic Site Ballroom (2nd 
floor). Enjoy light refreshments, a short 
tour of  Hillary House, and shop in the 
Gift Shop. Tickets can be purchased on 
the AHS website (www.aurorahs.com) or 
by calling 905-727-8991.

SATURDAY, APRIL 4
The Town of  Aurora will host the 

annual Easterpalooza today from 9.30 
a.m. to 12.30 p.m. at the Aurora Seniors 
Centre (90 John West Way). Wristbands 
are required for children ages two to 
twelve at $5 per child. Wristbands must 
be purchased in advance from the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex, Aurora Town 
Hall, Aurora Town Square, the Joint 
Operations Centre, and the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex. Explore 
various Easter themed outdoor and 
interactive activities such as crafts, face 
painting, egg fishing, hopstacle course, 
story walk and more. You can even have 
your photo taken with the Easter Bunny! 
Food Donations for the Aurora Food 
Pantry are greatly appreciated.

ONGOING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille 

les ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones 
aux débutants capables de converser) 
- qui cherchent à mettre en pratique 
leurs compétences Conversationnelle 

en français. Over Zoom with a nominal 
fee of  $2.50. RSVP by visiting meetup.
com/Partagez-le-francais. For more 
information, visit www.meetup.com/
partagez-le-francais.

* * * * 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope 

Full Circle Program textile recycling and 
donation program. A greater number of  
people are wanting to donate or get rid 
of  unwanted items, increasing the need 
for more outlets being available to receive 
the items. This program will provide a 
convenient way for people to donate or get 
rid of  used/unwanted clothing, blankets, 
linens and furniture and will help lessen 
the amount of  items ending up in landfills. 
Materials that were previously perceived 
as waste will now be seen as a valuable 
resource further encouraging redistribution. 
The items will be recycled in the following 
ways: To be given to individuals who are 
survivors of  violence and are transitioning 
from shelters into new homes; To be sold 
in our store; To be sold to a textile recycler, 
which makes for an ongoing source of  
funding for Abuse Hurts enabling them to 
provide their services to the thousands of  
people that require them each year. When 
and Where: Monday and Wednesday, every 
week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 30-minute time 
slots – only 1 drop off  per time slot. If  you 
do not have an appointment, we cannot 
accept your donation. The Abuse Hurts 
Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham St, 
Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. 
Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  
time slot.
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289.319.1060 Limited-time lease offer provided through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI on approved credit. Representative lease example based on a new and 
previously unregistered 2026 Crosstrek Convenience model (TXACP). Lease Vehicle Price is $33,460, which includes: MSRP $30,595; freight and PDI 
$2,295; dealer administration fee $549, Air Conditioning Surcharge $100, OMVIC Fee $22, Tire Resource Recovery Environmental Fee $25, PPSA Fee 
$24, PPSA Service Fee $4, Security $399; as well as all other applicable fees, levies and duties (all of which may vary by dealer). Applicable sales taxes, 
license, registration and insurance are extra. Lease APR of 2.49% for 36 months. Lease payments of $83 weekly with $1,950 down payment. Total of 156 
weekly lease payments required. Lease end value $20,505.60 with $3162.59 due on delivery. $14,898 total lease obligation. Lease based on a maximum 
of 16,000 km per year for 36 months, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Offer ends March 31, 2026. See NewRoads Subaru Newmarket for details.

Subaru Newmarket

Subaru Newmarket

Subaru Newmarket
17415 Yonge Street, Newmarket   nrsubaru.ca

Subaru Newmarket

2026 SUBARU 
CROSSTREK

WEEKLY LEASE OF

APR

FOR 36 MONTHS WITH $1,950 DOWN 
ON 2026 CROSSTREK CONVENIENCE TRIM (TXACP)

$83 %2.49
2026 SUBARU 
FORESTER

More renement. 
Increased versatility. 
More advanced safety. 
Find your Forester 
at NewRoads 
Subaru Newmarket.

18
Crosstreks 
in stock!

AT

Hybrid Model Also A
vailab

le

14
in stock 

to choose 
from


