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Thelma Fielding Park is 
destination for community, 
sport excellence
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As Onna Okeke looked over the new 
artificial turf  field just steps away from 
St. Anne’s School, where she’s a Grade 
12 student, she saw a “new place for 
girls’ sports to prosper and absolutely 
dominate.”

Such is the vision for Thelma Fielding 

Park, which was dedicated Thursday 
afternoon in honour of  the first woman 
elected to Aurora Council in 1951 – a 
fitting name for a park just a stone’s throw 
away from St. Anne’s, York Region’s 
only independent all-girls school, which 
is dedicated to “empowering girls to be 
courageous learners and compassionate 
citizens who live and lead with wisdom.”

Boasting a fully-equipped and 

accessible playground and a multi-sport 
artificial turf  field, the facility is the result 
of  a joint venture between the Town, 
the school, and Shining Hill, which 
is developing the surrounding area in 
the northwest quadrant of  St. John’s 
Sideroad and Yonge Street.

“This park and this turf  field is what 
happens when we work together,” said 
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Stonehaven-Copper Hills Beauty! Too Many Upgrades To 
List! Chef’s Kitchen With Top-Of-The-Line Wolf/SubZero 
Appliances. All Bedrooms With Shared Or Full Ensuites! 
Fabulous Location, Close To Shopping, Hwy 404, & The 
New Costco! Offered at $1,659,000

Welcome to Ridge Wood - Stunning 3-Acre Estate in North.  
Aurora! Gated Drive, Ravine Lot, Pool w/Enclosed Cabana. 
Mn Fl Primary Suite. Bsmt W/O w/Rec Rm, Theatre, Lrg Gym, 
Bdrm, Wine Cellar w/Tasting Rm. 1 Bdrm Apt. Over Grg  
w/Sep Entry! Offered at $4,225,000

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative 

Last week’s PROGRESS EDITION inadvertently featured  
an outdated piece on realtor Monica Stohr.  

Please see the correct feature on Page 2 this week.  
We regret the error.
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OPEN HOUSE
10:00 a.m.  JK to Grade 5 families 

11:00 a.m.  Sphere Program (Grades 4 & 5)
1:00 p.m. Grade 6 to 12 families 

Saturday, October 18, 2025

Mayor Tom Mrakas and Councillors John Gallo, Rachel Gilliland and Ron Weese joined St. Anne’s head of school Sabrina D’Angelo, St. Andrew’s 
College headmaster Kevin McHenry, representatives of Shining Hill and the local building community, and municipal staff on Thursday afternoon for 
the dedication of Thelma Fielding Park, the result of a collaboration between the Town, St. Anne’s and Shining Hill. (INSET) St. Anne’s Cygnets 
welcome their mascot onto the new artificial turf field.        		          

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

TWENTY YEARS OF FEEDING COMMUNITY – Volunteers with Martha’s Table, the weekly lunch program out of St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church serving community members in need, celebrated their 20th anniversary on Thursday morning with a special barbecue for  
community members. For more on Martha’s Table, a program under the Welcoming Arms umbrella, see Page 9.             Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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 Life cycles & Real Estate cycles… Something Monica Stohr knows well after 
37 years in this fascinating industry.  This past year has been one of the most 
challenging yet rewarding years for her personally. In the Spring, she lost her first 
love, her Father, to Alzheimers.  “As we celebrated his incredible life of service, 
generosity and the imprint he has left on my family,  we joyfully welcomed my first 
grandchild into the world! The reflection and the miracle of birth completed the 
‘circle of life’ in that special moment.

”That balance in life we strive for closely mirrored the 2025 real estate 
market. The year began slowly with Buyer’s exercising extreme caution.  Yet, as 
flowers bloomed & summer unfolded, momentum built. The market once again 
demonstrated its resilience in the face of shifting & challenging economic conditions. 
Despite higher interest rates and increased borrowing costs, both buyers and sellers 
remain active heading into Fall drawn by strong demand for quality housing and 
the continued allure of York Region’s diverse communities. “It remains one of the 
most attractive regions in the GTA, offering the perfect blend of urban conveniences, 
suburban lifestyle, world class schools and access to nature.”

“The market is ‘correcting’ or ‘balancing’ itself after a long period of rapid 
appreciation. Affordability is key to home ownership. A more tempered pace gives 
buyers time to make decisions, while sellers remain motivated but realistic,” Monica
observes. “It’s not about frenzied bidding wars anymore - it’s about thoughtful 
negotiation.” 

To Your Dreams”

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative 

You can contact Monica Stohr at Royal LePage   
Your Community Realty |  416 618-1714 

In today’s market, where navigating offers, financing, and shifting market 
conditions can feel overwhelming - Monica Stohr’s leadership provides confidence 
and clarity.  Her name has become synonymous with trust, expertise and results. 
Recognized among Canada’s Elite Top Tier Realtors, she has earned a reputation as 
one of York Region’s most trusted advisors.

Monica’s success is built not just on her outstanding sales, but also on long 
term relationships & referred clientele. With her deep understanding of the local 
market, her attention to detail prove a hallmark of her success! She ensures every 
property she represents stands out with proper preparation & staging delivering 
exceptional outcomes regardless of market conditions.  Sellers benefit from her 
ability to position homes for maximum exposure, while buyers value her candid 
advice and strong advocacy. 

As she reflects on her own journey, Monica continues to honour her father’s 
legacy – striving to make him proud while leaving her own imprint on the many 
families and clients she has guided for almost four decades. While following in his 
footsteps and quietly donating to those causes closest to her heart – the Alzheimer’s 
Society, Canadian Cancer Society, Sick Kids Hospital & The Shelter Foundation – 
she concludes: “Enjoy the quiet moments and the joyful celebrations - the circle of 
life continues…”
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14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

“Opening Doors “Opening Doors 

Council calls for Regional collaboration 
over potential winter warming sites

Aurora Council is calling for 
collaboration with the Region to 
make a local warming centre a reality 
before the coming winter.

The potential for a new warming 
centre in the community that would be 
available to all residents in situations 
of  extreme cold was first floated earlier 
this year through a motion from Ward 
5 Councillor John Gallo.

Sitting at the Committee level 
last week, Council received a report 

from Director of  Operations Robin 
McDougall who said while staff  
have identified program rooms in the 
Aurora Public Library and Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre as potential locations 
for such a site, making the station a 
reality could take considerable work 
and effort.

“These two facility 
recommendations made by Council 
align with the basic amenities needed 
for a warming centre,” said McDougall 
in the report. “A warming centre 
facility needs to include washrooms, 
water fountain, lighting, heat/hydro, 
are accessible, and are located along 
a transportation route. However, 
they also pose some risks…such as 
unauthorized access to sensitive areas 
and potential property damage. 

“Preliminary meetings have taken 
place between staff  and executive 
for both locations. Initial concerns 
were raised regarding the security, 
access, precedent setting. Also, those 
attending would need to be made 
aware that as of  the morning, regular 
programming needs to return to 
spaces to ensure the expectations are 
clear and that this is a temporary site.”

Launching a pilot program such 
as this, the report continues, would 
involve “a combination of  Town staff, 
third-party operator, and security to 
support a successful program.”

The model initially considered by 
Council of  keeping one municipal 
facility open overnight when an 
emergency cold weather event is 
declared by the Region is “not a 
current practice” among the nine 
York Region municipalities, the report 
notes, and did not include provisions 
for food, bedding and counselling 
support for those who turn up.

“Balancing the provision of  basic 
care for individuals in need while 

minimizing facility operational 
costs presents a challenge when 
considering this pilot project,” said 
McDougall. “In consultation with 
the Region, their feedback on a 
pilot project for a 24-hour warming 
centre notes it would not meet the 
general parameters for what a typical 
warming centre provides. Expanding 
to a 24-hour service adds additional 
considerations under the Human 
Right-based approach, leading it 
towards a seasonal shelter model.

“Operating a 24-hour warming 
centre introduces new legal, 
operational, and financial risks that 
are currently outside the scope of  the 
Town’s established services. These 
risks include, but are not limited 
to, potential liability under the 
Occupiers’ Liability Act, insurance 
implications, and health and safety 
obligations under the Occupational 
Health and Safety Act. There are also 
some human rights obligations that 
need to be considered. As the Town is 
not experienced in the delivery of  such 
services and does not have a designated 
facility for this purpose, there is a certain 
amount of  risk and liability that may be 
difficult to predict and mitigate.”

The report notes the Region 
“continues to seek partnerships 
and opportunities to expand 
critical programs such as drop-in 
programs and appropriate overnight 
accommodation.”

The potential for a partnership caught 
the attention of  local Councillors, 
but there was a degree of  frustration 
around the table that what was initially 
envisioned as keeping doors open at a 
Town facility overnight for residents to 
stay warm had snowballed to such an 
extent.

“I’m hesitating because I’m trying to 
choose my words accordingly because 

we had a closed session about this and 
I don’t want to cross over that line. The 
general intent of  my motion was to 
house anyone who needs it when there’s 
extreme cold weather. That was it,” said 
Councillor Gallo. “We went from that 
to full complement staff  and all of  the 
bells and whistles, which was never the 
intent. We went from that to an even 
more costly scenario and all kinds of  
obstacles, and I’ve been around this 
Council table many, many years and I 
can read between the lines. I’ll leave it 
at that.

“There are not many solutions 
provided in this report, other than the 
very costly ones, which I don’t support. 
That being said, I spent a lot of  time 
on this report and I could probably 
criticize a lot of  it and suggest that 
much of  it is inconsistent and all kinds 
of  other things, but I’m not sure that’s 
the best way forward.”

Councillor Gallo put forward 
a motion for a further report due 
back in October on all options and 
collaborations and tie it to “a time 
frame and with the hopes of  lighting 
some fires and trying to make everyone 
understand the severity of  this, the need 
for this, and to put our minds together 
to figure out how to accomplish this.”

“What I’d like to see come back is 
a partnership with the Region – we 
provide a facility, they fund it through 
a third party, if  needed, they take the 
responsibilities and all of  the issues that 
were raised and we manage it that way,” 
he continued. “It doesn’t matter to me 
whether staff  do it or someone else does 
it, or a third party does it – it doesn’t 
matter to me. Let’s get the best people 
to manage this.

“We supply a space, they manage 
it and, quite frankly, fund it as well. 
They’re looking for beds, I suspect, 
and they have the money.”

Briefly

FIRE OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY

Central York Fire Services (CYFS) will host its Annual 
Open House on Saturday, September 20, from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Ian Laing Headquarters at 300 Earl Stewart 
Drive, adjacent to the Real Canadian Superstore at St. 
John’s Sideroad and Bayview Avenue. Attendees will be 
able to meet Sparky the Fire Dog, check out live demos, 
learn how to prepare for emergencies, play games, win 
prizes, and have their chance to dunk a firefighter in their 

charity dunk tank.

LEGION HOSTS  
DRUMHEAD SERVICE,  

BATTLE OF BRITAIN DAY 
The Aurora branch of the Royal Canadian Legion will 
remember those who served in times of conflict this 
weekend with two events at the Aurora Cemetery. On 
Saturday, September 20, at 1 p.m., Legion members will 
place candles and flags on the graves of veterans ahead 
of an evening candlelight vigil. The Legion welcomes all 
community members who might want to assist with the 
placements. The following afternoon at 2 p.m., the Legion 
will host a Drumhead Service to pay homage to the 
veterans buried in the cemetery. This year’s drumhead 
service has extra significance as it is Battle of Britain Day, 
an important observance in the Royal Canadian Air Force 
calendar.
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Ceremony, street banners, exhibition to mark 
Cenotaph’s centennial

A rededication ceremony, a street 
banner program, and a new historic 
exhibition are among the events that 
will celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of  the Aurora Cenotaph next month.

Originally unveiled in 1925 as a 
permanent memorial to the men 
of  Aurora, King, and what’s now 
Whitchurch-Stouffville who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice for King and 
Country in the First World War, the 
October commemorations will be 
led by all three communities.

The formal rededication ceremony 
will take place Friday, October 
3, at 5.30 p.m. at Aurora Peace 
Park on Yonge Street, the formal 
name for the park surrounding the 
Cenotaph, the Altar of  Sacrifice, 
which commemorates those who lost 
their lives in the Second World War, 
as well as monuments to the Korean 
War and the conflict in Afghanistan.

The Aurora branch of  the Royal 
Canadian Legion will lead the public 
ceremony, and they will also host a 
community reception at the Legion 
(105 Industrial Parkway North) 
following the event.

An exhibition on site at the 
Aurora Peace Park will explore “how 
Aurora, Stouffville, and King came 
together to memorialize those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice during 

the First World War,” says the Town 
of  Aurora in a statement. “Featuring 
artefacts from all three municipal 
collections, it tells the story of  the 
memorial’s creation and Peace Park’s 
legacy. A travelling display and an 
online version are in development.”

The Cenotaph’s visual story will 
continue to be told through street 
banners commemorating the names 
of  those on the memorial, which 
the Town says “will be displayed 
prominently across Aurora, 
Stouffville, and King.”

In a statement, Aurora Mayor Tom 
Mrakas said the partnership between 
the three municipalities “reflects 
the enduring spirit of  cooperation 
among the municipalities and their 
shared commitment to preserving 
local history and honouring 
veterans.”

“The Aurora War Memorial is more 
than a monument — it is a symbol 
of  our community’s remembrance,” 
he said. “Collaborating with our 
neighbours in Stouffville and King 
on this meaningful initiative has been 
an honour. As we re-dedicate and 
unveil its restoration in celebration 
of  its 100th anniversary, we come 
together in shared reflection 
to reaffirm our commitment to 
remembering those who served, 
their enduring commitment and 
their great sacrifice to achieve peace. 
This is a proud moment for our 
communities,” said Mayor Mrakas.

Added King Mayor Steve 
Pellegrini: “The rededication of  
the Aurora-Whitchurch-King 
War Memorial stands as a solemn 
reminder of  the profound sacrifices 
made during the First World 
War—a conflict that touched every 
community, including King. The 
names on this memorial reflect only 

a few of  those who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice, others are memorialized 
on cenotaphs and in church honour 
rolls throughout our community. 
King Township is honoured to 
have worked alongside our friends 
in Aurora and Stouffville on this 
important project. In grief  and 
remembrance, our communities are 
forever connected. Together, we 
ensure that the legacy of  those who 
served is never forgotten.”

“Stouffville wwe that future 
generations understand the true cost 
of  the freedoms we enjoy today.”

For more information, visit 
auroramuseum.ca.

October commemorations  
a joint effort between 
Aurora, King and Stouffville

Image courtesy of the Town of Aurora
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 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Reader questions 
why Terry Fox isn’t  
on mural

Why Highway 413  
is NOT Under  
Construction:  
Environmental Defence

Continued on page 5

Working “Holidays”

Brock Weir

BROCK’S
BANTER

(Re: Terry Fox Run organizers keep hope 
alive at Aurora Arboretum, September 4)

Recent article on Terry Fox. 
I am reminded by this article of  my 
efforts over the years to inquire why 
Terry Fox is missing from the wall mural 
at Wellington and Yonge St.

Does anyone know?
Bill Hack

Aurora

Premier Ford has made yet another 
non-announcement concerning the start 
of  the proposed Highway 413.

In their August 27th press release, the 
province stated that road resurfacing and 
401/407 intersection work represents 
the start of  construction on the Highway. 
Fortunately, this is far from the case and 
building of  the actual highway itself  will 
not start for a long time. 

This is because the environmental 
studies, engineering and design, land 
acquisition, and federal permits required 
to start highway construction are far from 
being finalized. In fact, at this point, firm 
completion dates are not available for any 
of  these components or requirements. 
These checks and balances remain a 
reality despite the province’s exemption of  
the highway from key provincial legislation 
designed to review its impacts. The province 
also repealed the Endangered Species Act 
which protected, under provincial law, the 
rarest of  wildlife (however, the federal Act 
remains in force).

The province continues to also insist 
that the Highway would save commuters 
travel time but the Expert Panel appointed 
by the previous government, and on whose 
advice, they made the decision to cancel it, 
concluded it would save commuters only 
30 seconds across the region.

As for all of  us at Environmental Defence, 
as soon as we learned about the Premier’s 
planned press conference in Caledon, we 
quickly mobilized by organizing a rally at 
the MTO weigh station press conference 
location on Highway 10.

With it being such a busy stretch of  road, 
countless trucks and vehicles joined in, 
honking their horns to amplify participants’ 
chants of  “Open Up the 407” throughout 
the press conference. Our “Stop the 413” 
signs were not only prominently displayed 
behind the Premier but also featured in 
media coverage, standing out against the 
government’s large, blue “Highway 413” 
sign.

Our presence at the event generated 
significant media attention featuring 
Environmental Defence, with coverage 
from CBC, Toronto Star and an interview 
with CP24. In each, we emphasized 
that Highway 413 would serve sprawl 
developers – not the people of  Ontario. 
We are encouraged to see local people, 
including those in the Caledon area, 
standing up in opposition to Highway 413.

Environmental Defence has long 
warned that this Highway is not just 
another road – it’s a $10 billion plus catalyst 
for destructive sprawl expansion, increased 
gridlock, and permanent ecological loss. 
Endangered species hang in the balance. 
Fertile agricultural land and protected park 
land would be stripped away. 

Environmental Defence is actively 
challenging this project by continuing 
to undertake ecological and economic 
research, disseminating key information 
to the public, media and government 

We probably all had to get up in front 
of  the classroom at one point or another 
to yammer on about what we did on our 
summer vacations. With the school year in 
full swing, I’m curious as to how some of  
the younger kids these days might answer 
the question.

My go-to answer, as I have written 
before in this space, was usually a few 
highlights of  the day camps that were 
ubiquitous in my childhood. Vacations 
to exotic locales, beyond the odd grocery 
trip to upstate New York when our dollar 
allowed for such extravagances, were rare 
– well, until we found a yearly event close 
to our former grocery stomping grounds – 
so I’m sure my audience was bored before 
too long.

It’s a shame we didn’t keep up these 
ice-breaking exercises in high school and 
university though because, by that point, 
there were far more interesting things for 
me to talk about.

After my first year at Carleton was in 
the books, some of  the job opportunities 
here at home frowned on the idea of  a 
student who was headed back to Ottawa 
in just a couple of  months, so I took on 
some volunteer opportunities that were of  
interest and, most importantly, fulfilling.

The first gig was a bit of  a bust for 
reasons which are still unclear to me – 
everything seemed perfect on paper – but 
the second turned out to be something of  
a game-changer.

This opportunity brought me in touch 
for the first time with my local Member 
of  Parliament and their enthusiastic and 
effective constituency team.

Striking up a conversation, the chance 
to be a volunteer in the Member’s Ottawa 
office while school was in session came up 
and, as it happened, the chance to carry 
on many of  the same responsibilities, with 
a few extra thrown in for good measure, 
as a Summer Student at the constituency 
level as well.

In the school year that followed back 
in Ottawa, and then back at home, I was 
able to not only conduct research, but also 
do some writing, and handle case files on 
subjects as varied as immigration to taxes. 
I was also able to see what MPs really do 
on their “summer vacation.”

It was a jam-packed program of  
community events, advocacy, meeting 
with hundreds of  residents one-on-one 
to hear their concerns, find solutions, and 
simply listen.

There was, at least from my vantage 
point, precious little time to turn off. 
While it was not the day-to-day House of  
Commons stuff  that is normally front and 
centre in our consciousness, like Question 

Period, work nevertheless continued – and 
sometimes at a pace that was difficult to 
follow.

Much has been said in recent months 
about the amount of  time MPs have had 
“off ” this year away from the House of  
Commons, amid the transition from the 
Trudeau to Carney governments. There is 
an idea that MPs have spent the dog days 
of  summer – and, let’s be frank, the early 
part of  the season and spring as well – 
sitting with their feet up while our country 
faces one existential crisis after another.

That is far from reality, as the number 
of  times you’ve seen your MP this summer 
can probably attest. That being said, 
however, it was nice to see our Federal 
representatives back in their seats Monday, 
back at work, back to holding each other 
to account, in the heart of  our nation’s 
capital.

We are living in a time of  great 
uncertainty, and seeing the people who, in 
so many respects, hold our futures in their 
hands back at it, is somewhat reassuring – 
as was the first verbal sparring match on 
Monday afternoon as Opposition Leader 
Pierre Poilievre posed his questions to 
Prime Minister Mark Carney.

Returned to the House of  Commons by 
Alberta voters in a by-election earlier this 
summer – hey, that would have made for 
one heck of  a “How I Spent My Summer 
Vacation” essay – after being rejected 
by voters in his long-time Ottawa-area 
constituency in the Spring federal election, 
Poilievre was back in from the cold.

Whether you agree with his policies 
and rhetoric or not, it’s a value-added to 
have a fully-functional Opposition in place 
to hold the government to account after 
a haphazard, occasionally gaffe-prone, 
and occasionally aimless-feeling attempt 
to lead the Opposition without a voice in 
Parliament.

After all, our democracy is only as 

strong as all its constituent components.
Carney and Poilievre’s first meeting in 

the House as leaders of  the Government 
and Opposition at the start of  the week 
was collegial, sometimes funny, often 
pointed – but functional. So far.

Mind you, I’m under no illusions that 
this collegiality and good humour will 
continue… well, until the time you read 
this, but a good start is a good start. Let’s 
hope that partisanship for the sake of  
partisanship can take a backseat for the 
greater good at this unprecedented time.

The challenge of  leading a party, 
whether in the role as Leader of  the 
Opposition, or simply the leader of  an 
opposing party, without being able to be a 
strong legislative voice in the places where 
decisions are made has been recently 
evidenced by former Mississauga mayor 
Bonnie Crombie, whose term as leader of  
the Ontario Liberals is now wrapping up.

Despite surviving a leadership review 
contest this past weekend as Provincial 
Liberals gathered in Toronto, Crombie felt 
her 21 months of  somewhat successfully 
rebuilding the Liberals while leading it 
without a voice in the legislature, had 
come to an end.

“I looked out at our audience today and 
thought about all the conversations I’ve 
had over the last few days,” she said in a 
statement on Sunday evening. “Passionate 
conversations. Hopeful conversations. 
Conversations with Ontario Liberals who 
see that the future of  this province is bright 
and who are ready to make sure it happens 
with us in the driver’s seat.

“I want to do everything I can to ensure 
that opportunity is not impeded by any one 
person. This is more important than ego. 
This is more important than ambition. 
This is about the very thing that unites us 
all…. Even though I received a majority 
of  support from delegates, I believe it is the 
best decision for the Ontario Liberal Party 
to facilitate an orderly transition towards 
a leadership vote. I have advised the party 
president of  my decision to resign upon 
the selection of  my successor.”

It is a bold decision. Only time will 
tell whether it was the correct one for the 
Liberals, but it sure is an opportunity – to 
look within, to examine the voices they 
have at the table, and look for someone 
who will be able to hit the ground running 
and go toe to toe with Doug Ford and 
Marit Stiles, without having to wait for a 
byelection or general election to make it 
happen.

Whoever it might be will have an 
interesting tale to tell next summer as they 
spend that time trying to win the hearts 
and minds of  Ontarians.
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR

MP Costas Menegakis
Aurora-Oakridges-Richmond Hill

COSTAS’ 
CORNER

Time Travellers 
Diary

By Michelle Johnson
Collections & Exhibitions Coordinator

Aurora Museum & Archives

From page 4

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

GETTING  
THINGS DONE

Last week at Committee of  the Whole, 
Council received the staff  report on the 
NBA Finals Watch Parties, and I want to 
take a moment to provide my perspective 
on just how important these events were 
for our community.

Aurora came together to celebrate one 
of  our own, Andrew Nembhard, as he 
competed on basketball’s biggest stage with 
the Indiana Pacers. Over seven exciting 
games, hundreds of  residents gathered 
in our brand-new Town Square to share 
in the energy — a true community hub 
that allows us to host events right in the 
heart of  our Town, cheer on a hometown 
athlete, and showcase our Aurora pride.

The staff  report showed that each 
game cost about $5,000 to host. Since 
the Finals went to an exciting seven 
games, the total was just under $35,000. 
In fact, the costs are similar to — and 
in some cases lower than — what other 
municipalities have spent to host watch 
parties of  this scale. Importantly, each of  
the watch parties was funded from within 
the Town’s existing operating budget for 
community services.

While I respect that some members 
of  Council felt that was too much for 
this particular community event, the 
reality is all of  our community events 
require an investment. Just like the 
Multicultural Festival, Concerts in the 
Park, Haunted Forest, Movies in the Park, 
Santa Under the Stars Parade, Canada 
Day celebrations, and Dance in the Park 
— and those are just a few of  the many 
incredible events our staff  plan for our 
community each year.

Each of  these events comes with a cost, 
but every one is a valuable investment. 
Town-hosted events are family-friendly, 
and inclusive, giving everyone the chance 
to come together regardless of  age or 
circumstance. And the Town of  Aurora, 
as the administrator of  many recreation 
programs and events, is uniquely 
positioned to deliver such experiences to 
unite residents, foster community pride, 
and create lasting memories.

That said, staff  and Council are 
always looking for ways to reduce costs 
to taxpayers — whether it’s through 
sponsorships, partnerships, or creative 
planning. And we will always make sure 
that any event the Town puts on delivers 
real value to our community. As the staff  
report highlights, there were valuable 
lessons learned about the watch parties 
that will inform our approach to hosting 
events of  this nature in the future.

As municipalities across Ontario have 

seen, hosting watch parties to celebrate 
hometown heroes delivers tremendous 
civic value. They bring residents together, 
foster a strong sense of  belonging, and 
create lasting memories. In addition, they 
deliver priceless national exposure.

Andrew himself  spoke about Aurora 
on national television — twice — 
highlighting his pride in his hometown. 
This is recognition and positive promotion 
that companies spend hundreds of  
thousands, even millions, to achieve.

This was the first event of  its kind in our 
new Town Square, and it proved what’s 
possible when we celebrate our local 
athletes. And this is just the beginning 
— these events will only get stronger as 
we continue to make full use of  our new 
community space – all while contributing 
to our sense of  community pride and 
sports history.

Aurora is home to so many exceptional 
athletes competing at the highest level 
— whether in the NBA, NHL, Soccer, 
Canadian National Teams, the Olympics, 
or beyond. We should continue to take 
every opportunity to celebrate them.

That’s why I strongly support events like 
these, that bring our community together 
in celebrating Aurorans. They reflect the 
goals of  our Strategic Plan — celebrating 
our culture, encouraging active and 
healthy lifestyles, and fostering civic pride. 
The NBA Finals Watch Parties were an 
investment in our community spirit, and 
this was a proud moment for our Town 
— and I know there will be many more 
to come celebrating the great athletes of  
AURORA.

As a seasoned time traveller, I’ve 
learned to recognize a high-yield 
opportunity when it presents itself.

The kind that promises rich returns, 
not in currency, but in experience.

One such opportunity appeared in 
the form of  an advertisement for Doors 
Open Aurora, scheduled for Sunday, 
September 21.

I thought I would test the limits of  
my time travelling abilities (and devices) 
by venturing into the future, only to go 
back again.

I landed a few days ahead of  our 
time when Doors Open Aurora was 
well underway.

During my visit, I had the privilege 
of  stepping through not just physical 
doors, but portals into the past. What 
followed was no ordinary tour. A few 
snapshots of  my travels are documented 
below.

My first stop was the Odd Fellows 
Lodge, nestled above a paint shop on 
Yonge Street. As I climbed the creaky 
stairs, I adjusted my device and was 
instantly transported back to 1887, the 
year the lodge purchased the building, 
which they have occupied ever since. The 
richly decorated meeting room was alive 
with conversation, and I recognized a few 
faces that are now etched into Aurora’s 
history – Fleury, Petch, and Hillary, to 
name a few.

From there I wandered across Yonge 
Street to take a break in Machell’s Alley, 
but as soon as I stepped into the shade, 
all things familiar faded away. I became 
a silent observer to a rapid succession of  
scenes: the inside of  a garage, a bountiful 
second-hand store, an industrial plumbing 
shop, then finally an empty lot.

All of  a sudden, I was back in 2025, 
and it took me by surprise when live music 
started filling the space thanks to Aurora’s 
own K-Tel. The scene had transformed 
once again, this time re-purposed into an 
inviting community space animated with 
live music.

After singing along with K-Tel, I made 
my way down Mosley Street and adjusted 
my device to the early 1900s.

The Gothic Revival building at 57 
Mosley Street, home to the Rising Sun 
Masonic Lodge, welcomed me with an 
understated elegance; its weathered 
stone quietly speaking of  tradition, 
ritual, and the passage of  time. I 
arrived just in time to witness local artist 
Barbara Stevenson at work, applying the 
final touches to a stunning mural on the 
meeting room wall. Her brush moved 
across the surface, focused on the rays of  
light emanating from the symbolic eye 
— a moment of  artistic reverence frozen 
in time.

As I stepped out of  the Masonic Temple 
and back into the present, I couldn’t help 
but marvel at the amazing opportunities 
Doors Open offers. This province-wide 
celebration isn’t just a celebration of  
culture, history and architecture; it’s a 
celebration of  the people who lived, 
served, and dreamt within these spaces.

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is  
celebrating...

Families in Aurora and Richmond 
Hill, tell me they don’t feel safe walking 
down the street or taking public transit. 
Worse yet, many neighborhoods are 
experiencing a wave of  violent home 
invasions. Here are the facts:
•	 Crime and chaos are spreading, and 

lax Liberal laws have resulted in 
Canadians living in fear.

•	 Police have reported waves of  
threats against small business 
owners, stabbings, shootings and 
have publicly stated that they are 
fed up with the Liberals’ hug-a-thug 
policies. 

•	 This Liberal government dismantled 
tough laws, gutted jail sentences, and 
let gangs and extortionists rule our 
streets.

•	 Due to Liberal laws like C-5 and 
C75, criminals with long rap sheets 
are free to reoffend while awaiting 
trial. 

•	 That is why Pierre Poilievre 
launched the Conservative action 
plan to end extortion and restore 
safe streets by banning the Bishnoi 
Gang, stopping extortion, and giving 
jail, not bail for violent offenders.

•	 We are calling on the government to 
adopt our Conservative plan to end 
the terrible scourge of  extortion and 
protect our families and businesses.

•	 Since the Liberals took power, 
violent crime is up 54%. Sexual 
assaults up 75%. And extortion 
has skyrocketed by 330% across 
Canada.

•	 The number of  people charged 
with extortion increased from 
680 in 2015 to 1,258 in 2024 
(85% increase).

•	 The Canada wide extortion rate 

decision makers, and working with local 
community members.

Later this fall, we will be releasing expert 
reports on three federally-designated 
endangered species at risk including the 
western chorus frog, the rapids clubtail 
dragonfly, and the redside dace. In 
addition, our new deep dive into regional 
transportation alternatives to the 413 
will hit the streets and lay out what really 
needs to happen if  we are going to provide 
mobility to people without destroying the 
region we all live in.

Tim Grey
Executive Director, Environmental Defence

per 100,000 increased from 8.56 
rate per 100,000 population in 2015 
to 31.82 rate per 100,000 population 
in 2024 (271.7% increase).

•	 Extortion is up by 582% in some 
parts of  Canada.

The Conservative Action Plan 
 to restore safe streets means:

o	 Ban the Gangs – Give police 
and prosecutors stronger tools to 
dismantle violent, transnational 
extortion networks threatening 
Canadians.

o	 Stop Extortion – Restore and 
strengthen mandatory jail time so 
extortionists face real consequences: 
a minimum of  3 years for all 
extortion; 4 years if  it involves 
a gun, and 5 years when tied to 
organized crime. Arson should 
count as an aggravating factor in 
sentencing. These common-sense 
measures are the same ones blocked 
by this Liberal government in the 
Conservative Protection Against 
Extortion plan.

o	 Jail not Bail – Repeal Liberal catch-
and-release laws C-5 and C-75, keep 
violent offenders locked behind bars, 
and end the revolving door justice 
system.

The perpetrators committing these 
crimes make up a small portion of  the 
population, but, because of  the Liberal 
government’s catch-and-release bail 
policy, these repeat offenders have been 
continually released back onto the street 
with no accountability. In fact, since 
the Liberals took power, gun crime has 
skyrocketed by 130%.

Canadians who act in self-defence 
to protect themselves and their families 
are often the ones being charged with 
assault. This Liberal government treats 
criminals like victims and victims like 
criminals.

I believe Canadians should have the 
right to defend themselves and their 
families when their lives are at risk. The 
government needs to fix the law so that 
Canadians feel safe in their homes.

When Parliament resumes this month, 
our Conservative MPs will introduce 
legislation to amend section 34(2) of  
the Criminal Code so that the use of  
force would be presumed reasonable 
when used against an individual who 
unlawfully enters a house and poses a 
threat to the safety of  anyone inside. As a 
father, I know I would protect my family.

Our Conservative team is also calling 
on the Liberal government to secure the 
border to stop illegal guns from crossing 
the border from the United States.

Conservatives will always put the 
safety of  law-abiding families ahead of  
the interests of  violent criminals, so that 
Canadians can live their lives in peace 
and safety once again.  

Aurora’s Return to Doors Open  
this Sunday, September 21  

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Town of Aurora is thrilled to mark its return to the province-wide Doors 
Open event! On Sunday, September 21 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., residents 
and visitors alike are invited to step inside some of the Town’s most fas-
cinating spaces — from cherished heritage buildings to vibrant cultur-
al landmarks. Each site offers a unique glimpse into Aurora’s story, with 
free access and special behind-the-scenes experiences that highlight the 
town’s charm and character. Whether you’re uncovering a hidden treasure 
or reconnecting with a familiar favourite, Doors Open Aurora invites you to 
experience the town in a whole new way. Each photo in this collage rep-
resents one of the unique experiences being offered. To learn more, scan 
the QR code.

Doors Open:  
A Portal to the Past
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CCUUSSTTOOMM  NEW KITCHENS NEW KITCHENS 
CABINET REFACINGCABINET REFACING
BATHROOMS • STONE COUNTERTOPSBATHROOMS • STONE COUNTERTOPS
BAR UNITS • CLOSETSBAR UNITS • CLOSETS

30YearsYears

PROUDLY SERVING PROUDLY SERVING 
THE GTA FOR OVERTHE GTA FOR OVER

10% OFF New Kitchens

15% OFF Refacing

20% OFF Stone Counters 
*If purchased with a new kitchen 

or Cabinet Refacing 
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GET IN TOUCH  
WITH US!

Visit york.ca today!

York.ca is your one-stop destination to find everything you  
need to know about living and thriving in York Region.

15 CORE SERVICES TO SERVE YOU

 � Children’s  Services
 � Community  Housing
 � Court  Services
 � Economic and  Development  Services
 � Forestry
 � Long-Term Care
 � Paramedic Services
 � Police Services

 � Public Health
 � Regional Roads
 � Social Assistance
 � Transit
 � Waste Management
 � Water
 � Wastewater

Ground broken on new 
townhouse complex near 
Leslie and Wellington

Ground was officially broken last week 
on a new development that will bring 30 
“modern” townhouses to Aurora.

Livewell on Aurora Townhomes, 
located at 1452 Wellington Street East, 
near Leslie Street, welcomed Newmarket-
Aurora MP Sandra Cobena, Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MPP 
Michael Parsa, Mayor Tom Mrakas, and 
Councillors Harold Kim and John Gallo 
to the site on September 9 to preside over 
the ceremony.

The development boasts homes with 
modern layouts and energy-efficient 
features, “reflecting a commitment to 
sustainable growth and community 
building.”

Officials described the planned 
townhomes as “attainable modern units.”

“It’s no secret that these are challenging 
times,” said developer Reza Esmaeili, 
CEO of  Land Services Group. “Across 
the province, builders are slowing down, 
buyers are cautious, and hope in real estate 
fields has its lowest point in years – and 
yet, here we are. Breaking ground today 
is not just about starting construction, it’s 
about making a statement. 

“At Land Services Group, we believe 
that in the hardest times, leadership and 
vision matter the most. [This] is more 
than a development, it’s a promise: a 
promise that communities can still grow, 
that families can still dream, and that the 
future can still be brighter than today. 
Aurora deserves attainable, sustainable, 
and inspiring homes, and even in the 
most difficult markets, we are committed 
to delivering them.”

In his remarks, Mayor Mrakas said the 
project is an example of  the developers’ 
“real commitment to delivering a 
community that blends modern luxury 

with the unique charm of  Aurora.” 
“These new homes will not only 

provide housing opportunities, but also 
contribute to our Town’s continued 
prosperity and vitality,” he said. “As 
Mayor, I’m proud to see projects like this 
move forward – projects that respect our 
vision for Aurora while enhancing the 
fabric of  our Town.”

MP Cobena added that in a 
challenging “economic situation” there 
were still opportunities for growth. 

“Expanding the housing supply is 
essential to keep our communities vibrant 
and inclusive,” she said. “By introducing 
these townhomes, Land Services Group 
is helping to meet that need, providing 
attainable, well-designed options that 
reflect the changing needs of  Aurora’s 
population. These homes will not only 
give residents a place to call home, but it 
will strengthen our Town by supporting 
local businesses, school services, and 
ensuring Aurora remains a thriving 
community for generations to come.”

These sentiments were echoed by 
Ward 6’s Councillor Kim, who said the 
project “illustrates what can be achieved 
when municipalities and local residents 
partner with builders.”

“The development is about more than 
just houses – it’s about building community 
and shaping a bright future,” he said. “I’m 
excited to see this vision come to life and 
witness the positive impact it will have on 
this neighbourhood for years to come.”

Added Councillor Gallo: “As a 
Councillor for the Town of  Aurora, I’m 
proud to be here today for this ground-
breaking of  this exciting project… Now, 
I’ll be honest, most of  the time when we 
dig big holes in Aurora it’s because the 
watermain has been replaced, but today 
we’re digging to build something new, 
something that will bring lasting value to 
our community. This development is a 
sign of  confidence in Aurora’s future.”

The ground-breaking ceremony for the 
Livewell development at Leslie and 

Wellington was held on September 9.
    

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Buying a car from Hyundai of Aurora is simple, quick, and transparent
speak to one of our product advisors today! 

(905) 841-8190
305 Wellington St E, 
Aurora, ON L4G 6C3www.hyundaiofaurora.com

G O O G L E  R E V I E W S4.6 800+

OFFERS EXPIRE SEP 30, 2025
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Councillors question $35,000 price tag  
for NBA viewing parties

Aurora Town Square was the place 
for basketball fans to gather over the 
summer as Aurora native Andrew 
Nembhard made the NBA Finals as a 
member of  the Indiana Pacers.

A first for the Town’s newest 
gathering space, viewing events at 
Town Square raised questions from 
Council at last week’s Committee of  
the Whole meeting when a report came 
before Council noting the seven watch 
parties that took place between June 5 
and June 22 cost $34,920.

The report, penned by Robin 
McDougall, Aurora’s Director of  
Community Services, noted the 
viewing parties “gave the community 
an opportunity to show their support, 
connect with neighbours, and take 
pride in one of  Aurora’s own making it 
to the NBA’s biggest stage.”

While the report stated approximately 
635 attendees came out over the course 
of  the seven viewing parties, some 
Councillors questioned whether it was 
value for taxpayers’ money.

“Just talking about the return on 
investment, the community impacts, 
and the metrics of  that, attendance did 
fluctuate a lot and obviously for various 
reasons,” said Ward 2 Councillor 

Rachel Gilliland. “It did foster some 
community spirit, which is great, but 
we don’t really understand what the 
feedback was. We don’t know if  it was 
the same people that were attending. 
It could have been the same 50 – 
180 people that came [as] I think it 
fluctuated from 50 to 180 people that 
attended…. I’m just trying to really 
justify, obviously, the overall cost 
because it was a pretty big bill, about 
$5,000 per viewing.”

She questioned whether post-event 
surveys were done to get metrics on 
those who attended.

McDougall said metrics would be 
difficult to fully analyze as the viewings 
were not ticketed events, and said costs 
could be different for viewing parties 
going forward as they consider whether 
such programs will be equipped on 
an as-needed rental basis, or whether 
permanent equipment could be secured 
in a future municipal operating budget.

“We do have some testimonials 
about engagement and it was very 
well received for those that were in 
attendance,” said McDougall. “They 
were excited, in particular [with] this 
case, that it was basketball because it’s 
not [a sport] that has received that kind 
of  recognition. Other municipalities 
have honed in on hockey, so it was 
nice for basketball to be the centre 

of  attention for a change. That was 
a certain comment we received, but I 
can find out more certainly regarding 
feedback.”

While Councillor Gilliland said she 
found the event “expensive on a per 
person basis” she also said she heard 
concerns from local bars and pubs 
that the municipal viewing parties was 
“taking away or driving business away.”

Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese, in 
whose ward Aurora Town Square 
sits, added he fielded questions from 
residents complaining about the noise 
following the first viewing party (the 
space was reconfigured for subsequent 
evenings), while Ward 5 Councillor 
John Gallo said he had questions on the 
process.

“First, a huge congratulations to 
Andrew and his success – he went 
to school with my kids, so there is a 
particular happiness in seeing him 
succeed to the highest levels,” he said. 
“I’m not weighing whether it was a 
good idea or not a good idea; I’m just 
trying to understand the process.”

Defending the price tag was Ward 
6 Councillor Harold Kim, who said 
discussion over cost and process was 
“missing the whole point of  this event” 
which was to celebrate homegrown 
talent.

“We need to support the principle of  
why we are doing it and not necessarily 
the result. I understand that as part 
of  being on Council, we question the 
finances, we question noise and other 
things that are important to residents, 
but sometimes we have to overlook some 
of  the negatives, when we see that the 
long-term positives of  something like 
this far outweighs it,” said Councillor 
Kim. “Think about the community 
pride that this represents. I mean, you 
don’t think that 10, 20 years [from now], 
someone’s not going to nominate him 
for the Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame? 
You don’t think that when Andrew 
Nembhard is saying that, ‘Yeah, my 
Council is having a watch party on my 
behalf,’ I mean, how proud he is of  
Aurora. I was watching the game on 
TV and he mentioned that [on the air] I 
was proud that Aurora was mentioned. 
That type of  marketing is invaluable.

“Companies pay $2 million or $5 
million for a 30 second spot in the Super 
Bowl and we get a free mention for 
what, $35,000, and we inconvenience a 
few residents because of  noise, or here 
we are questioning the validity because 
of  soft costs or hard costs.”

He drew parallels between this 
first round of  viewing parties and the 
Town’s inaugural Multicultural Festival 
which had a smaller turnout in its first 
iteration – but attendance grew year 
over year.

“No one questions the Multicultural 
Festival now or the expenditures, so 
I go back to, why are we doing this? 

Look at the principle and stick to it,” 
Councillor Kim continued. “Anybody 
in the investment world that I come 
from, you have to have discipline and 
you have to have investment principles 
and you stick to it. Just because…a 
stock goes down in two weeks, doesn’t 
mean you abandon it. You stick to the 
reasons why you invested in it. 

“We talk about in the Aurora 
Economic Development Corporation 
about how do we market Aurora. 
Well, I would submit to you that 
Andrew Nembhard is probably the best 
marketing and business representative 
for Aurora at this time. If  we have 
another watch party next year and 
we’re fortunate that he makes it to the 
finals, Aurora born, I’d be proudly in 
support.”

Councillors contended, however, 
they had every right to question how 
taxpayer dollars are spent and doing so 
is no reflection on the value in which 
they hold Nembhard and his career.

“We should be questioning this and 
studying it for the future because we’re 
spending taxpayers’ money and we’re 
accountable to them,” said Ward 3 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner. “All of  
these questions are valid, in my opinion. 
Also, we have a place in our reports for 
how it fits in with the Strategic Plan. 
The one given here was the goal of  
supporting an exceptional quality of  
life for all. There are probably many 
people in this Town who might’ve found 
the spend of  money very interesting 
and not at all of  any importance to 
them. It doesn’t mean we shouldn’t do 
these things, but we should do them 
with a process, and we should have 
guidelines, and we should be asking 
these questions.”

Added Councillor Gilliland: “I didn’t 
realize I was going to get schooled 
from my fellow Council colleague 
about asking questions about a budget 
item that the taxpayers have paid over 
$35,000 for these watch parties. Yes, 
it is our job to question these things. 
I think as Mayor Mrakas has said, 
it is the people’s budget, and if  we’re 
going to scrutinize over everything, let’s 
scrutinize over everything.

“If  people around this council table 
pick and choose what they want to 
scrutinize, as far as I’m concerned, 
anything that’s on the agenda, I’m 
going to ask questions, and there are 
missing loops. Nobody around this 
Council table…said anything negative 
about Andrew. We are all proud of  
Andrew. We’re proud of  all the athletes 
in Aurora, but we’re also proud of  our 
own residents, whether athletes or not, 
as well as our own small businesses that 
are trying to survive, and our taxpayers. 
It is our duty to ask questions and 
there’s nothing wrong with that. I am 
making no apologies for asking these 
questions.”
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Interlock, Fence, Deck

Frank: 647-302-8588
Free Estimates

(Repair, Design and Build)

• Natural Stone
• Retaining Walls
• Flower Beds
• Artificial Turf
• Sod

Frank’s Bro
Landscaping

www.fbrolandscaping.com

Martha’s Table celebrates 20 years  
of  feeding community

Martha’s Table, the weekly Wednesday community meal program hosted at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, marked its 20th anniversary on 
September 10 with a special barbecue. 									              Auroran photo by Brock Weir

The smell of  a late summer 
barbecue wafted through the church 
hall of  St. Andrew’s Presbyterian on 
Wednesday morning as the mighty 
volunteer team at Martha’s Table 
served up their weekly community 
lunch.

Always an in-demand community 
service, last week’s barbecue was 
special – not only with the menu 
of  freshly-grilled burgers, but in 
celebration of  20 years of  community 
service.

Week in and year out, bar for a 
brief  summer hiatus, Martha’s Table 
welcomes everyone for a simple meal 
of  a soup, sandwich and a sweet. It’s 
a simple formula, but one that has 
warmed the stomachs and hearts 
of  local families young and old. 
Initially an independent program of  
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
launched in 2005, it now operates 
under the auspices of  Welcoming 
Arms, an ecumenical organization 
of  six community churches that 
have come together to help address 
community needs.

When they first opened their doors 
for Martha’s Table, they welcomed 
approximately 15 community 
members in their first week. By their 
second, they had 45 guests as word 
of  the meal program made its way 
around Aurora.

Demand has only grown over the 
last two decades.

“Our original philosophy was we 
just wanted to feed the community 
who needed something to eat,” 
Martha’s Table founder Helen Dawn, 
who passed away in 2018, told The 
Auroran on the organization’s tenth 
anniversary. “If  you are hungry, you 
don’t live well. If  you don’t live well, 
you don’t add to the community. 
If  we can feed you, then you’ll 
add to this community of  Aurora. 
“[Over the years] it has gotten better 
because now there are more people 
interacting….A lot of  them are 
seniors. The pension doesn’t go as far 
as you think it does, especially if  you 
are a single person. That is just where 
it is at – we want to feed people.”

The philosophy of  Martha’s 
Table has remained a constant since 
its inception, and these principles 
were reiterated at last week’s 20th 
anniversary lunch.

“We’re just so incredibly grateful 
we can provide these lunches,” said 
Sally Freitas, a social worker by trade 
who now leads Welcoming Arms. “I 
just want to thank you volunteers from 
the bottom of  my heart. Truthfully, 
our volunteers at Martha’s Table are 
absolutely incredible. They are the 
same group that comes out week after 
week. The commitment is second to 
none, and they do all of  this on a 
shoestring. Their budget is incredible, 
and we just are so thankful for that 
because it keeps it all sustainable.

“We’re so grateful that this provides 
an opportunity for so many to feel 
a part of  the community, to meet 
friends, to socialize, and to receive 
support – whether it is social support 
[or] spiritual support.”

The celebratory meal not only 
included sizzing hamburgers, but 
a variety of  side salads prepared 
and donated by York Region Food 
Network chef  Maxine Knight, and 
a glittering cake courtesy of  Longo’s 
Aurora.

As guests tucked in, Freitas 
underscored to The Auroran the 
importance of  weekly meal programs 
like Martha’s Table.

“It brings all kinds of  folks 
together,” she said. “It provides a 
meeting place, somewhere that they 
can come and just meet with old 

friends, make some new friends, feel 
part of  something, because I think 
a lot of  times these folks may feel 
marginalized. Because it is a free 
meal and there are no barriers, we 
don’t ask any questions, anybody 
who wants to come in can absolutely 
come in – and there’s a lot of  heart 
that goes into it.

“For some folks, this might be one 
of  the best meals they’re going to 
get in a couple of  days. It’s already 
prepared for them, it’s prepared with 
love, and there’s something to that! 
For us, it’s just being able to meet 
that need – and you can see there is 
a need. To be able to meet that need 
and to be a part of  that, I think is 
huge for us, and that was always our 
vision.”

To help further that vision, 

Freitas said Welcoming Arms and 
the programs under its umbrella 
are always looking for donations – 
monetary and otherwise. Happily, 
they have a strong team of  volunteers, 
but, she adds, they are always looking 
for new people to join up.

“This team is tight and they’ve 
been the same team for years and 
they’re a well-oiled machine, but 
obviously all of  us are not getting any 
younger! When someone decides it’s 
no longer a good fit, I aways love to 
see if  I can bring in younger people, 
and even getting youth involved.”

To see how you might be able to fit in, 
visit welcomingarms.ca.
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Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.

19
20
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N

Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

SENIOR APARTMENTS,  
INDEPENDENT LIVING  

& ASSISTED LIVING

Book your tour today!

25 BUTTERNUT RIDGE TRAIL, AURORA
905-503-9505 

DelmanorAurora.com

Over 250 fans charmed by Steve Paikin and Bruce 
Dowbiggin’s afternoon of anecdotes at Aurora Town Square

“An Afternoon with Steve Paikin and 
Bruce Dowbiggin” was enjoyed by over 
250 attendees at Aurora Town Square on 
Sunday, September 7.

Emcee Andrew Applebaum, host of  
the podcast Toronto Legends, put the 
two Canadian media icons through their 
paces—much to the delight of  the audience 
which was amused and engaged by the trio’s 
insights and showmanship.

Mayor Tom Mrakas welcomed the 
audience and introduced Applebaum to get 
the show rolling.

Mayor Mrakas was pleased by the turnout 
and the quality of  the performers who took 
center stage.

“It’s what we envisioned when we built the 
Square and the Performance Hall.  It’s nice 
to have such talented people on stage. Steve, 
Bruce, and Andrew have all had fine careers 
in their fields.  This is a great place to spend 
a Sunday afternoon—hearing Steve Paikin 
and Bruce Dowbiggin tell their stories.”

The stories were, indeed, engaging 
and Applebaum moved the two television 
personalities through their experiences in 
broadcasting. The sold-out venue suggested 
the staying power of  these broadcasting 
legends and the audience enjoyed not only 
the comfy confines of  Town Square, but 
the trips down memory lane as Paikin 
and Dowbiggin described their early days 
together at CBC Toronto as well as The Fan 
590.  

Dowbiggin—who aspired to be a 
playwright—used self-effacing humor 
about how he seemed to fall into his sports 
broadcasting career. He wanted “to be the 
next Arthur Miller, but when the money got 
tight, I took a job with TV Guide magazine.”

Dowbiggin reflected humorously that 
“every Canadian living room in the 1970s 
featured a television remote and a copy of  the 
TV Guide. My first big story was on Sugar 
Ray Leonard, I spent the day with CBS’s 
Morley Safer, golfed with Fred MacMurray, 
and bet on the horseraces with Jimmy the 
Greek at Aqueduct.”

His rapid ascension up the ranks of  
TV Guide led to a serendipitous moment 
involving the national broadcaster: “Out of  
the blue, I got a phone call asking me to be 

on a panel on a CBC Radio Sports show.  I 
had no idea how to perform on radio, but 
things went well and then I was asked to be 
the Sports Anchor on CBC’s 6:00 news show. 
I had no experience doing television, either, 
but they reassured me that they’d teach me 
what was needed.”

After describing how he muddled through 
all three platforms—print, radio, and 
television—into national prominence, Paikin 
interrupted his former colleague and asked 
him point blank: “Did you ever get any good 
at it?” 

The audience erupted in laughter at the 
good-hearted jibe.

Dowbiggin smiled and deadpanned, “I 
did win the Gemini Award two years in a 
row” which elicited more applause from 
the appreciative audience who could see 
the camaraderie between the two media 
personalities.

Dowbiggin described how he took over 
William Houston’s sports rumors column at 
The Globe and Mail which was “the most-
read column in The Globe and Mail.”

“I had done TV, radio, and print and Bill 
didn’t want to branch out so I was able to 
bring my guests’ comments from the radio 
and TV shows into the column. This led to 
another opportunity to appear on the show 
of  another Toronto sports broadcasting 
legend:  Every Friday, I’d go on with Bob 
McCown to do NFL picks. Bob changed the 
sports in Toronto and made it more exciting. 
He had seven different personalities—all of  
them tragic.”

The knowledgeable audience laughed at 
the reference to the mercurial McCown and 
Dowbiggin pivoted to mention a FAN 590 
show entitled “Double Play—DP for short—

standing for Dowbiggin and Paikin,” and 
discussed his successful multi-year run with 
Paikin.

The reference served as a perfect segue 
into the famous TVO host’s ‘getting to 
know you’ segment deftly moderated by 
Applebaum.

When Applebaum asked Paikin what his 
Eureka moment was that made him want 
to be a broadcaster, the long-time host of  
TVO’s The Agenda regaled the audience 
with an anecdote from his freshman year 
at the University of  Toronto’s downtown 
campus: “I was in first year at UT and I 
went to Hart House where all the university 
clubs were recruiting new members. There 
was a table for U of  T Radio. That was my 
Eureka moment. I asked them if  they had 
a play-by-play announcer for the hockey 
and football teams. They didn’t and I asked 
them if  I could do it. They said sure and 
suddenly I thought I could become the 
Foster Hewitt of  the Varsity Blues.”

The appreciative audience chuckled 
at the historical allusion to the pioneering 
broadcaster and Paikin transitioned from 
his experiences in the broadcast booth at 
Varsity Stadium and Varsity Arena to a 
seminal journalism gig he took at a local 
newspaper.

The Hamilton-born-and-raised Paikin 
had his heart set on covering sports that 
summer when he got home to The Hammer.

“I decided that I wanted to be in sports 
broadcasting and wanted to write sports 
stories as a summer replacement writer at 
The Hamilton Spectator.  The Editor gave 
me everything but sports.  He sent me to 
cover community activities, fires, school 
board meetings, chasing ambulances—and 
it forced me to rethink. I got turned on to 
news coverage at the age of  19 and decided 
‘It’s not going to be sports—it’s going to be 
news.’”  

Paikin described how he became a 
big Red Sox fan in 1975 during the great 
Cincinnati-Boston World Series and, after 
graduating from U of  T, he decided to “do 
my Masters of  Journalism degree at Boston 
University since it was the closest university 
to Fenway Park. After I returned to Canada 
in 1982, I got my first job at CFTR and 
CHFI covering City Hall. I was a one-man-
band, carrying around my tape recorder, 
and editing my own audio recordings 
with Scotch tape as I prepared my on-air 

voiceovers.  My daughter thinks that I was 
living in the Stone Age.” 

The famous current affairs host cut his 
teeth “as an anchor with CBLT and imitated 
Fraser Kelly. I also shared a dressing room 
with Bill Lawrence from Tiny Talent Time 
who was so supportive, especially if  you had 
a bad day on air.”  

Now retired after nineteen seasons as host 
of  The Agenda at TVO, Paikin cautioned 
that “I’m not retiring; I’m rewiring.”

He spoke fondly of  his final show: “The 
last guest on the show was my father who’s 
92 and took a bus and a subway to get to 
the show. After 19,000 guests, it was a nice 
way to end with my dad and I engaged in 
natural conversation. I had mentioned that 
when I signed my last three-year contract, 
that it would likely be my last. It’s important 
to leave a job before they fire you.”

Paikin spoke warmly about his new 
broadcasting gig—The Paikin Podcast—
and described his plans to do a 75th 
anniversary documentary on Bill Barilko’s 
Stanley Cup-winning goal in 1951, made 
famous by the Tragically Hip song “Fifty 
Mission Cap.”

Both Paikin and Dowbiggin continue to 
be multiplatform journalists.  Dowbiggin 
has authored eleven books and his next 
one “is going to be a book of  poetry 
that I’ll self-publish.” The famous sports 
broadcaster—who plied his trade in 
Toronto and Calgary—will return to 
his creative writing roots in his twelfth 
publication.

The stories about the past and their 
connection to the present made Paikin and 
Dowbiggin inspirational guest speakers 
at Town Square on Sunday afternoon—
much to the delight of  the 250 appreciative 
fans in attendance.  Applebaum observed 
this connection during the various facets 
of  the afternoon gathering: “It was a great 
example of  this new kind of  event—not 
only was it about the sharing of  their career 
highlights, but the audience offered great 
insights during the Q and A session and, 
later, at the meet and greet in the Square 
and in the Library. Everybody enjoyed 
the stories and it was a two-way street as 
so many people shared stories with Steve 
and Bruce that they enjoyed hearing. As 
one of  the audience members noted, ‘After 
COVID, we’re all hungry for this kind of  
connection.’”

Auroran photo by Jim Stewart
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Since 1842     Newmarket, ON  

It’s belonging to a warm and welcoming school community that 
supports your child every step of the way through their academic 
journey. It’s a place where students are encouraged to discover 
who they are as individuals, and are guided to identify what they 
are passionate about so that they can thrive as values-based 
decision makers. 

It’s developing students into innovative, courageous and 
compassionate global citizens who go beyond theory and take 
action to make change. It’s instilling in our students an ability and 

 in the world and leave the 
community better than they found it. It’s more than a school – it’s a 
community. Find your place at PC.

 
Register: www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

“Our three children 

both academically 

and personally. 

The small class 

sizes, combined 

with the focus on 

academics and 

building people of 

good character has 

made our decision 

to join the Pickering 

College community 

one of the best 

decisions of our life.  

This community 

is truly a special 

place.” 

-PC Parent

What sets a Pickering College 
education apart? 

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, October 18, 2025

10:00 a.m.    JK to Grade 5 families 
11:00 a.m.    Sphere Program (Grades 4 & 5)
1:00 p.m.    Grade 6 to 12 families 
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independent living
assisted living 
memory care

More than a Home. A Community

A 55+ Christian Lifestyle Community

BOOK A TOUR TODAY
Contact us at: 

sales@tmoa.ca 
or 905-503-5560

440 William Graham Drive, Aurora

Now accepting new clients! 

Looking  Looking  
for a for a 
new new 
vet? vet? 

Looking for top quality personalized 
care for your pet?  

Our privately owned vet clinic, 
conveniently located in the 

Home Depot Plaza, is here to provide 
compassionate care and 

excellent service for your family pet.

We treat your pets like family!   

Call us today at  
905-503-PETS (7387)

15340 BAYVIEW AVE, AURORA ON

The Business Women’s Network 
of  York Region is planning a fashion-
forward fall to raise money to support 
area young women pursuing business 
degrees.

The Business Women’s Network 
of  York Region’s (BWNYR) Fall 
Fashion Fundraiser and Awards will 
take place Wednesday, October 15, 
from 6 – 9 p.m. at Aurora Town 
Square.

Now in its twelfth year, the 
BWNYR is marking ten years of  
their Bursary Fund, which supports 
female students, and organizers are 
hoping this year’s event is bigger and 
better than ever.

The show will feature an array of  
fashions, including a showcase of  
sustainable fashions, many of  which 
will be modelled by local celebrities 
– including Mayor Tom Mrakas – 
and subsequently auctioned off  – 
“creating impact for young women, 
for each other, and for the planet.”

BWNYR founder Elizabeth 
Johnston says she developed the 
organization 12 years ago to be an 
inclusive community where female 
business leaders could connect, 
exchange ideas, and collaborate. 

“I founded the BWNYR with a 
vision: to create a vibrant, trusted 
community where businesswomen 
could connect, collaborate, and 
grow together – both personally and 
professionally,” says Johnston. “What 
started as a small group of  women 

seeking connection has grown 
into a strong network of  leaders, 
entrepreneurs, and professionals 
who not only support each other, but 
also give back to the next generation. 
Through our networking events, 
members-only gatherings, and 
our annual Awards Gala, we have 
built trusted relationships, fostered 
collaboration, and celebrated the 
outstanding contributions of  women 
across York Region.”

The York Region Bursary Fund is 
integral to their mission.

Each year, bursaries are awarded 
to high school graduates pursuing 
a post-secondary education in 
business, providing these future 
business leaders with what Johnston 
describes as a “financial head start – 
helping young women launch their 
academic journey with confidence 
and ensuring that opportunity is 
accessible to all.”

The Bursary Fund, which aims 
to break down barriers to education 
“and ensures that success is accessible 
to all,” is funded through community 
support and fundraising events like 
the October 15 fashion show and 
awards gala.

In that collaborative spirit, the 
BWNYR is looking for sponsorship, 
including silent auction items, to 
help ensure they meet their goals for 
the community.

For more information about the Business 
Women’s Network of  York Region, including 
how to support and secure your tickets, visit 
bwnyr.com/upcoming-main-public-events.

Business Women’s 
Network to host fashion 

show supporting  
bursary program

Supporting Terry’s Legacy

Scores of Aurorans came out to the Aurora Community Arboretum on Sunday, September 14, 
to participate in the annual Terry Fox Run, which this year marked the 45th anniversary of Terry 
Fox’s Marathon of Hope. Residents of all ages joined the Run, which began just behind the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre on John West Way, and proceeded on various routes through the beautiful 
Arboretum greenspace. At the event, which was supported by Newmarket-Aurora MPP Dawn 
Gallagher Murphy and Mayor Tom Mrakas, among others, participants helped shatter organizers 
fundraising goal of $12,500 – more than $19,200 had been raised for the Terry Fox Foundation at 
press time. 					                Photos by PHOTOGRAPHY by Bautista 
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The Country Day School o� ers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Du� erin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5  .  T: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

Performing on stage is thrilling, ful� lling and challenging. CDS students are given many opportunities to express themselves in 
our Performing Arts Centre starting at a young age, nurturing their ability to speak with conviction and collaborate generously. 
Whether they discover a love for the dramatic arts, music, debating or student leadership, students are guided by teachers who 
ignite the passion within early on. With the con� dence they acquire each passing year, graduates enjoy creative ful� llment in 
whatever they pursue, whether in comedy writing, sports broadcasting, entrepreneurial start ups, or professional performance. 
Wherever they land, CDS alumni pursue a life of purpose doing what they love, having enjoyed the journey along the way. 

RSVP to an Open House today at www.cds.on.ca/visitus
We look forward to meeting you soon!

DISCOVER 
Who They Will Become at CDS

Jo
in 

us f
or an October Open House!   

Ask about Entrance Scholarships for G

ra
de

s 
7–

10

Middle/Senior School 
October 16, 6:30–8:30 pm

Junior School 
October 18, 9:30 am–12:30 pm

Middle/Senior School 
October 22, 6:30–8:30 pm

Register at 
www.cds.on.ca/visitus

CDS_KWS_2025-09-05_Open House_FINAL.indd   4 2025-09-02   10:14 AM

The Aurora Farmers’ Market’s outdoor season continues and this past Saturday, they launched 
their annual Stuff A Truck campaign. Hosted in conjunction with NewRoads Automotive, the 
initiative encourages shoppers to make food donations to the Aurora Food Pantry. (TOP) 
Doing their part were Joelle and pup Zico, and (ABOVE) Keavney, Adam, Poppy and Monroe. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

SHOPPING FOR A CAUSE

Aurora’s Baha’i community will 
host an event for all Aurorans this 
weekend to mark 2025’s International 
Day of  Peace.

Set for the Aurora Seniors’ Centre 
on Sunday, September 21, from 
3 – 5 p.m., the event will feature 
live entertainment, remarks from 
dignitaries, including Mayor Tom 
Mrakas, and a keynote speech from 
lawyer and educator Payam Akhavan, 
who will speak on “The Pursuit of  
Peace in the Age of  Rage.”

“We really put the event together 
to celebrate the day,” says Kamran 
Nejati. “As Baha’is, we have a number 
of  references in our writings of  the 
Prophet, founder of  Baha’u’llah, 
regarding this supreme goal of  all of  
mankind, which is the universal peace. 
We also believe that with the social 
principles that Baha’u’llah has given 
to humanity, this peace that we’re 
talking about is really associated, it is 
through putting these social principles 
to work that humanity can perhaps 
achieve this supreme goal.”

Among the social principles, says 
Nejati, include: oneness with the 
entire human race, as “we believe 
that humanity, we’re all the same”; 
the abolition of  all forms of  prejudice 

in the name of  universal peace; the 
harmony “that must exist between 
religion and science”; compulsory 
education around the world; the 
adoption of  a universal auxiliary 
language to help people around the 
world understand each other; the 
abolition of  the extremes of  wealth 
and poverty; a world forum to settle 
disputes between nations; and the 
equality of  men and women.

“We believe they are the two wings 
on which the bird of  humankind is 
able to soar,” says Nejati, who says the 
Baha’i community holds events such 
as these “for the benefit of  mankind” 
rather than the promotion of  the faith 
itself. 

“Our goal is service to the 
community and we see this as 
one avenue of  service the Baha’i 
community of  Aurora is offering to the 
community at large,” he says. “When 
people leave the event, after listening 
to the speakers, perhaps something 
will trigger in their hearts, they may 
want to take action and do something 
on their own, promoting peace and 
making the path a little more walkable, 
even for other people.”

The International Day of  Peace 2025 
Community Event is free to attend, but 
registration on Eventbrite is encouraged. For 
more information, email info.idp2025@
gmail.com.

International  
Day of Peace to be 
marked with talk, 
community event
September 21st
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the heart is kept by their loved ones as a
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Flooring 
          Superstore
Flooring 
          Superstore

NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.
Unit 1, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7B3

www.floorsdirectnorth.ca

Your friendly local flooring experts

T: 905-235-4400  |  Sales@floorsDirectnorth.ca  

OUR 8th YEAR IN A ROW!OUR 8th YEAR IN A ROW!

www.auroratoyota.ca

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA   
(905) 727-1948 | 1-866-979-3635

Service your Toyota every
6 months or 8,000KM,
whichever comes � rst.

So you can drive with con� dence.

Caring For Our Community  newroads.ca
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Hurricanes wreck Junior Tigers’ Opening Night 
party with 5-3 comeback victory at ACC

The Aurora Tigers spoiled the 
Newmarket Hurricanes’ home opener 
last Saturday afternoon at the Ray 
Twinney Recreation Centre and the 
visitors returned the favor on Saturday 
night at the ACC.

The Tigers, who came into the 
game undefeated at 2-0, opened an 
impressive 3-1 lead after the first period 
and appeared to be on their way to a 
third consecutive victory. However, four 
unanswered goals by the Hurricanes 
ruined the Opening Night vibe created 
by over 783 fans in the stands and 
Newmarket posted a 5-3 win to improve 
their record to 2-1.

The Tigers provided free admission 
to Opening Night and distributed free 
t-shirts to the first 500 fans in attendance. 
The OJHL club saluted the legacy of  
legendary videographer Steve Mitchell 
prior to the game and Mitchell’s family 
strode the red carpet to take part in 
the official puck drop alongside Aurora 
Mayor Tom Mrakas.

After the poignant spotlit ceremony 
concluded and almost 800 fans settled 
into their seats, the Tigers provided 
hope for a big season by playing one of  
the best first periods the club has put 
forth in years.

Two minutes and 30 seconds into the 
game, Nicholas Brady’s wrist shot from 
the left point was tipped deftly by Luc 
Warner past Newmarket netminder 

Max Grovestine to stake the home side 
to a 1-0 lead.

It was the Assistant Captain’s first of  
the season and the St. Andrew’s College 
grad described his game-opening power 
play marker: “It was a fast goal that gave 
us early momentum and supplied some 
positive energy at the beginning of  the 
first period.”

Warner was flying up and down the 
right wing in the opening frame and 
narrowly missed a second goal on his 
next shift when Grovestine snared a 
puck labeled for the top left corner of  
the net. 

The visitors tied the game ninety 
seconds after Warner’s goal when 
Chase Yanni buried the biscuit off  
the left faceoff  circle with a snap shot 
high blocker side that eluded Aurora 
goaltender Jayden Rhee.

The athletic rookie entered the game 
with the third-best save percentage 
in the OJHL after backstopping the 
Tigers to a 2-0 record with wins over 
the Hurricanes and the North York 
Rangers in his first two Junior hockey 
contests.

Ninety seconds later, the plucky Tigers 
picked up their goalie and restored their 
lead when Jamie Buscarini took Anrijs 
Bundseniek’s pass, darted from behind 
the net, and tucked the puck in the short 
side past Grovestine. It was Bundseniek’s 
fourth assist of  the young season.

Luke Howard’s shot from the left 
point at 10:21 fluttered through a sea 

of  players to not only give the Tigers a 
3-1 lead, but it forced the Hurricanes 
to burn their timeout. Rhee responded 
to Newmarket’s post-timeout push by 
making a timely kick save to preserve 
his club’s hard-fought two-goal lead. 
Warner commented on the Tigers’ first 
period performance: “We had a great 
start. All four lines were going and our 
power play clicked.” 

When Aurora Captain Simon 
Howard banged a snap shot off  the 
shaft of  Grovestine’s stick, just narrowly 
missing the top right corner of  the net, 
the Tigers maintained the pressure on 
the visitors and closed off  the opening 
period with ferocious forechecking and 
some crowd-pleasing open ice hits. 

However, the Hurricanes opened the 
second period with their backup goalie 
in the crease and James Ruffell turned 
aside all fifteen shots he faced to help 
spur Newmarket’s comeback.

Sebastian Catalano rifled a wrist shot 
from the left face-off  circle that went off  
iron and past Rhee 5:57 into the middle 
frame to cut Aurora’s lead to 3-2.

Catalano’s defensive partner Lucas 
Preiano tied the game 36 seconds later 
when his knuckler caromed off  Rhee’s 
trapper and dribbled past the goal line. 
After the two quick goals, Tigers’ Head 
Coach Darcy Roy hooked his rookie 
goaltender in favor of  backup Rafael 
DeFina. 

With sixteen seconds remaining in 
the middle frame, the Hurricanes took 
the lead when Nathan Philips shoveled 
a backhand pass toward the net that 
took a strange hop past DeFina and slid 
along the ice into the net. 

Newmarket scored its fourth 
consecutive goal with 6:24 left in the 
third period when Yanni converted 
Joseph Macchione’s feed and snapped a 
wrist shot from between the circles past 
DeFina.

Yanni’s second of  the game secured 
his club’s comeback victory—much to 
the disappointment of  Warner, who 
described his team’s letdown in the 
second period.

“We got carried away after a good 
first period and played like we already 
won the game. We stopped playing 
the kind of  hockey that helped us win 
our first two games of  the year. In the 
second and third periods, we weren’t as 
efficient with our chances.”

On a more positive note, Warner 
outlined what the Tigers need to do to 
secure two victories over Georgetown 
and Oakville at the Governor’s 
Showcase games in Buffalo on Monday 
and Wednesday: “We need to play our 
game. We need to get off  to a good start 
in both games and we need to be ready 
to play hard as soon as we get off  the 
bus.”

Warner, who was selected as the 
Game’s Second Star for his one goal 
and one assist performance versus 
Newmarket, described his team’s 
transformation from last year: “Our 
team is so close already. All four lines 
have grit and skill. We’re all in this 
together and we did a lot of  team 
bonding at training camp before the 
season started. The team leaders have 
told our players our expectations for a 
good season and we’re off  to a good 
start.”

The Aurora Tigers celebrated their first game of the season on home ice at the 
Aurora Community Centre on Saturday with a ceremonial face-off. 

Auroran photo by Jim Stewart
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Register today!Register today!

SPORT AURORA BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS SpotlightSpotlight
This is one for the story books!
The Aurora Tigers U15BB entered the play-
offs as the 6th seed and finished as York 
Simcoe Champions —proof that when you 
believe, battle, and play as a team, anything 
is possible!
After posting a 4-1 record in round-robin 
play, the Tigers faced a powerhouse: 1st 
seed Oshawa, a team that had lost only 
three regular-season games. Aurora dug 
deep, splitting the first two games of the 
series before delivering a shutout victory 
in Game 3. That win not only punched their 
ticket to the OMHAs but also set the stage 
for an unforgettable championship show-
down against 2nd seed Whitby.
The final best-of-three, first-to-four-points 
series was nothing short of thrilling:

Game 1 – Whitby edged out a 3-2 
overtime win;
Game 2 – A battle to the finish ended in 
a tie after overtime;
Game 3 – With their series on the line, 
Aurora had a 4-1 victory to force a de-
cisive fourth game.

And then, the ultimate showdown: Game 4. 
After three periods, the teams were locked 
in a 1-1 tie, sending the series to overtime 
for the third time. With everything on the 
line, the Tigers delivered, netting the over-
time winner and cementing themselves as 
York Simcoe Champions!   Whitby was an 
incredible competitor and this could not 
have been a more exciting Championship 
series. 

for KidsKids
& AdultsAdults

Fall  

         LESSONS CIRCLES/ENSEMBLES THEORY CLASSES 

330 McClellan Way, Units 4 & 5, Aurora On, L4G 6X8   
auroramusicacademy.ca | info@auroramusicacademy.ca  | 905.900.0094

Register before September 22nd  
and receive a free lesson,  

free registration and a retail gift card...

Music!  
Fall 

in love with...

$100             value

905-900-0094

RESERVE 
YOUR SPOT 

NOW!

• Piano 
• Guitar 
• Ukulele
• Violin
• Cello
• Voice
• Drum/Percussion
• Rock Band

• Orchestra
• Band
• Choir

• Exam Prep
• Composition

Keynotes Music Program 3 -5 year old group class 
N

E W

• Improvisation
• Songwriting

Register online at  www.iembasketball.com
905-836-6195 info@iembasketball.com

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE: 
Rep1, Rep2, All-Star Team Try-Out Schedule 

& Mail-in Registration Form

BasketballBasketball

The objective of the IEM Basketball League  
is to provide an opportunity for any person  
to participate in, or learn about, the game  
of basketball, as well as, to promote, develop 
and encourage children to enjoy the game  
of basketball.

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or SATURDAY! 
Uniform, Competitions, Tournaments  & More!

WEEKLY Practices & Games from October-March

York Region’s largest basketball organization for girls & boys. Over 2000+ players & over 175+ coaches.
One of the fastest growing basketball leagues in Ontario. Over 150+ teams in Newmarket, Aurora, Keswick, East Gwillimbury & Bradford.

STARTING AT 

for “18-Weeks”

$325

Aurora Minor Hockey Association  
– U15 Boys BB Team

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce team – Debra Wilson, Shayla Lockhurst, Sandra Watson, and 
Joanne Toth – organized this year’s tourney, which attracted nearly 100 golfers. 

Auroran photo by Jim Stewart

REGISTRATION

An unbelievable run from underdogs to champions!  Huge shoutout to the coaches, trainers, managers and fans, thank you! 
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BY JIM STEWART

Payadora
Friday, October 3 / 7:00 PM  |  Aurora Town Square Performance Hall

Great Artist Music Series
Experience the electrifying fusion of tango, folk, and classical brilliance with 
Payadora—one of Canada’s most celebrated ensembles. Their award-winning 
album Silent Tears: The Last Yiddish Tango topped the World Music Charts in 
Europe and earned international acclaim.

Unforgettable music. 
Timeless tradition. 
Thrillingly new.

“Playful, Spontaneous 
 and Sexy!”
— Classical 96.3 FM

25
26

TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW!

auroraculturalcentre.ca
365-500-3313
@auroraculturalcentre

Let Our 
 Stage 
Surprise
 You

250107_ACC Auroran Newspaper Half Page Ad_V2.indd   1 2025-09-16   11:59 AM

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

The 44th annual Aurora Chamber 
Golf  Day—sponsored by Magna, The 
Auroran, Smith and Long, Foundation 
BTS, and Highland GM—was enjoyed 
by 96 golfers at the Westview Golf  Club 
on Tuesday afternoon.

The 24 intrepid teams performed 
masterfully in optimal September 
conditions and enjoyed a tasty BBQ 
lunch and the hospitality of  the Westview 
clubhouse staff  at the turn.

The lunch was sponsored by Bruce 
Spragg of  RE/MAX.  Other on-course 
amenities included the indispensable 
frosty beverage cart sponsored by 
CleanRiver, a Long Drive and Closest 
to the Pin Contest sponsored by Julien 
Laurion Real Estate, a Putting Castle 
Contest sponsored by Key Advantage, 
and a Warm Up sponsored by Stretch 
Lab Aurora/Newmarket.

Sandra Watson, Events Manager with 
the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce 
(ACOC), expressed her gratitude to the 
Westview staff.

“A special shout-out goes to Mike 
Nisbet and Greg Martin for hosting us 
and to the entire Westview team for their 
attention to detail the entire day.”

Watson noted the most enjoyable 
aspects of  the Chamber’s late-summer 
event: “Connecting local communities 
at Westview, as well as seeing the golfers 
networking on and off  the course, is very 
satisfying. It was a fun and friendly event 
and we appreciated the local business 
community’s support.”

Interim ACOC Executive Director 
Debra Wilson echoed her colleague’s 
sentiments about the value of  Golf  Day.

“It felt like Old Home Week. It’s 

important to be able to connect the golfers 
with specific business owners who they 
who want to meet, and to provide those 
introductions so the connections happen 
over the course of  the event. Golf  Day 
also gives our sponsoring businesses an 
opportunity to showcase their services.”

Shayla Lockhurst—a Member 
Relations Ambassador—is a recent 
appointee so Golf  Day was a ‘getting-
to-know-you’ opportunity: “I’m new 
to this so it was nice to put a face to a 
name.  A little friendly competition 
creates a different level of  event for us.  
All the discussions we had with golfers 
and the remarks we received were 
overwhelmingly positive.  It was nice to 
see the community supporting the event 
and it was good to give them the time to 
network on a sunny afternoon.”

Event Notes:
I had the opportunity to network 

with three active members of  the York 
Oldtimers’ Hockey League and three 
former Presidents of  the Optimist 
Club of  Aurora whose organizations 
are celebrating their 50th and 40th 
anniversaries, respectively.

Rob Gaby, Glen Sharp, and Alex Ansell 
were terrific playing partners. We all hit 
enough great shots to help our Scramble 
team navigate a challenging and pristine 
golf  course with its nuanced greens and 
spectacular views of  York Region.

Luckily, I won a $50 gift card from 
Heal Wellness in the event’s Raffle.  
Consequently, I’ve been enjoying delicious 
smoothies all week at the vendor’s new 
location at 15570 Yonge Street. Great 
service and delectable health products for 
a reporter in perpetual transit between 
King, Caledon, and Aurora.  

44th Annual Aurora Chamber  
of Commerce Golf Day enjoyed  
by 96 golfers at Westview GC
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GARDEN GARDEN & & 
LANEWAY LANEWAY 
SUITESSUITES

(416) 854-5156(416) 854-5156

DESIGN - PERMITDESIGN - PERMIT
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WWW.ATENACONSTRUCTION.COM

INFO@ATENACONSTRUCTION.COM

@ATENACONSTRUCTION
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416.854.5156

Mayor Tom Mrakas, at the September 
11 opening, which was also attended by 
Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese, Ward 2 
Councillor Rachel Gilliland, and Ward 5 
Councillor John Gallo. “The Town had 
two incredible partners on this project, 
both stepping up to deliver something 
truly special. Without St. Anne’s and 
Shining Hill, we wouldn’t be standing 
here. I want to thank you both, not just 
for your support in building this park, but 
for your broader commitment to Aurora. 

“We all know how important parks 

and green spaces are for our well-being, 
for our health, for our kids, and for 
giving us places to connect with friends 
and neighbors, and Thelma Fielding 
Park really has it all: a splash pad, 
pickleball courts, basketball and ball 
hockey, a playground, shaded areas, and 
walking paths. It’s designed to be a true 
community hub, a place where residents 
of  all ages can come together. This park, 
where we are right now standing, also 
includes a new turf  field that gives our 
leagues, as well as St. Anne’s, another 
space to play and grow, and that also 

Park, turf field, a joint venture between Town, St. Anne’s, Shining Hill
helps strengthen us as a regional sports 
hub, which in turn brings more people to 
Aurora, and helps support our wonderful 
local businesses.”

The Mayor hailed the field as a place 
where the next generation of  athletes 
can “train and develop right here in our 
community.”

“I also think it’s especially meaningful 
that this park is named after Thelma 
Fielding … Aurora’s first female elected 
official,” he continued. “To have her 
name carried forward here beside a 
school dedicated to empowering young 
women feels like a perfect fit. It’s a 
reminder of  the leaders who shaped 
our past, and the young people who will 
shape our future.”

This was a sentiment echoed by 
Sabrina D’Angelo, St. Anne’s Head of  
School, who said the name was suggested 
by the Town, a move which “represents 
the power of  partnership, persistence 
and vision.”

“The Town’s choice to honor a 
trailblazer who mirrors the courage we 
hope to instill in our girls, all of  you sitting 
there today, sends a powerful message to 
our students, that leadership takes many 
forms and their voices matter, not only 
here, but across this community,” she 
said, before addressing students in the 
stands.

“Last winter, St. Anne’s launched 
its mission: empowering girls to be 
courageous learners and compassionate 
citizens who live and lead with wisdom. 
Your experience in Dunin House and 
now on this field brings this mission to life. 
It’s more than turf; it’s a stage, a training 
ground, a place to grow, compete, to fall, 
to rise, and to keep going. It symbolizes 
your courage, your resilience, your 
leadership, and it promises that your 
community, that would be all of  us, will 
always be there cheering you on from the 
sidelines.”

This sense of  community was 
underscored by Mark Etherington, 
who serves on the Boards of  both St. 
Anne’s School and its partner school, St. 
Andrew’s College.

Community, he said, takes many 
shapes, but there’s power in it.

“Community brings people, 
enthusiasm, and ideas together that allow 
us to forge exceptional outcomes, just 
like this park,” he said. “To all of  you, 
and to everyone who worked tirelessly to 
imagine and build this spectacular field, 
I thank you on behalf  of  the SAC and 
SAS Board. While it is a community 
park, it is now also the proud home field 
of  the St. Anne Cygnets, and how good 
does that sound? In short order, we’ll see 
in action what has been dreamt of  since 
this project started, a place where the 
lore of  St. Anne’s sisterhood continues 

to be built.
“We’ll see the girls taking the field, 

cleats flying over turf, and SAS jerseys 
proudly worn. We’ll see footballs thrown, 
soccer balls kicked, and teammates 
having each other’s backs. We’ll hear 
shouts of  encouragement, of  whistles 
blowing, and of  high fives echoing 
through the grandstand…We will see 
camaraderie, we will see resilience, we 
will see teamwork. No doubt, we will see 
wins and championships and victories as 
our fierce students take to their home field 
to play the sports that they are passionate 
about, with their Cygnet sisters by their 
sides. In essence, we will see community, 
our special community, continue to grow 
and develop right before our eyes on this 
spectacular turf.”

Okeke, who was taken by the vivid 
hue of  the artificial turf  underfoot, 
underscored sport’s power of  
development.

The athletic champ said when she first 
considered flag football in her second 
year, her father questioned whether the 
sport was “too aggressive” for a girl.

“I thought about it – and after not too 
much thinking, I joined the flag football 
team and, by my second year on the 
team, we won CESA gold,” she said. 
“Even though my dad comes from a good 
place, it reinforces a harmful stigma that 
discourages many female athletes from 
feeling confident or even trying. The 
idea that girls can’t play football, hockey, 
or other male-dominated sports because 
they’re too aggressive is still a common 
belief. This mindset limits opportunities 
for girls to succeed in these activities, as 
it reduces the chances for them to learn 
or even try these sports. That’s why it’s 
so important that St. Anne’s has such a 
wide variety of  sports options, even the 
ones traditionally played only by men.

“With teams such as flag football, 
rugby, field hockey, and more, SAS 
is no stranger to breaking societal 
norms regarding female athleticism 
and proficiency. This turf  represents a 
significant step toward closing the gap 
for female athletes by creating even 
more opportunities for us to, of  course, 
dominate. As we stand here on this 
incredible new turf, let it serve as more 
than just a field. Let it be a reminder 
of  how far we’ve come and how much 
further we’re going to go. For every girl 
who has ever been told a sport was too 
aggressive, this field proves otherwise. It 
proves that strength, skill, and passion 
have no gender, and with this turf, St. 
Anne’s athletes aren’t just going to 
participate. We’re going to lead, inspire, 
and absolutely, again, dominate. The 
future of  female athletics here is brighter 
than the turf  is green. And trust me, 
that’s saying something!”

Thelma Fielding Park, which is located off Shining Hill Way at St. John’s Sideroad, was formally inaugurated Thursday afternoon. 				      Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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LANDSCAPING 

CALL  
to make your 
appointment 
416-219-4530
416-625-4441

HOME
RENOVATION

ASA 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT 905 727 3300 EXT 102

EXTERIOR CLEANING & WINDOWS

CLEANERS

CENTRAL VACUUM 

EXTERIOR STUCCO

LANDSCAPING/RENOVATION

CREMATION

CONCRETE DEMOLITION SAFETY

CONCRETE & INTERLOCK

DRIVEWAY PAVING

ELECTRICIAN

3.5”w x 1.625”h

www.roadhouseandrose.com | 905-895-6631

•  Dignified
•  Respectful
•  Inexpensive

Affordable Cremation Services 

Call us 
for more 

information

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

STUCCO

Phone: 416-989-0417   Email: info@padexteriors.ca
www.padexteriors.ca

Servicing the GTA & Southern Ontario

• Custom Homes • Renovations
• Repairs/Replacements

• Licensed and Insured • 25+ Years Experience

Concrete / Interlock

Fiberglass Pools

Excavation / Demolition

- Walkways   - Curbs   - Patios   - Walls

- Supplied   - Installed

FREE ESTIMATES

647-891-0937

437-882-5464            416-799-6994

Residential  |  Commercial  |  Industrial

sales@safealliancedemolition.com

Health and Safety Consulting
Exterior Mechanical Demolition

Interior Selective Manual Dismantling
Fully Insured & Bonded

P.O. Box 66, King City, Ontario  L7B 1A4

25
YEARS
EXPERIENCE

ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

416-453-4654

DRIVEWAYS • PORCHES • BASEMENTS • GARAGES

We handle  
the tough stuff!

thi ngs... you ought to know
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

The AHS Speaker Series continues this evening at 
7 p.m. with Behind the Bricks: The Life and Times 
of the Mohawk Institute with Alison Norman. Held 
at Hillary House National Historic Site and virtually 
over Zoom. Tickets are $10.50 for AHS members, 
or $12.50 for non-members. The Mohawk Institute, 
located in Brantford, ON, was a model for the larg-
er residential school system, and learning about its 
history helps us work towards reconciliation. Join us 
for a talk by historian Alison Norman who will speak 
about the history of Canada’s oldest and longest 
running residential school, just in time for September 
30th, National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. 
Alison Norman is a historian working at Crown-
Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada. 
She has also taught through various lifelong learn-
ing organizations. Tickets can be purchased on the 
AHS website here: aurorahs.com/life-and-times-mo-
hawk-institute.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
The Town of Aurora will host its annual Multicultural 
Festival at Aurora Town Park from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
and at Aurora Town Square from 12.30 – 6 p.m. 
Highlights include music, dancing and cultural dis-
plays from around the world, activities based around 
the theme of “spice” and a screening of the docu-
mentary Honeyland. For a full lineup, visit www.auro-
ra.ca/multiculturalfestival.

* * * *
The Aurora Farmers’ Market returns to Town Park 
today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 20 – OCTOBER 11
Culture Days in Aurora! See all that culture in Aurora 

has to offer over this three-week festival. For an ev-
er-growing roster of family-friendly activities, visit au-
rora.ca/culturedays.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
DOORS OPEN AURORA – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.: Doors 
Open Ontario is a provincewide heritage tourism 
program that gives the public free access to explore 
fascinating heritage properties all across Ontario. 
It showcases the buildings, natural spaces, infra-
structure and cultural landscapes that shape and 
define our communities. Come and explore Aurora’s 
unique built heritage and cultural treasures during 
Doors Open 2025. Sites include Aurora Town 
Square, the Aurora War Memorial, Hillary House 
National Historic Site and Aurora Town Square. For 
a list of sites, visit www.doorsopenontario.on.ca/
pages/events/aurora.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
The Aurora Farmers’ Market returns to Town Park 
today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

* * * *
Rockin’ for Reconciliation will take place at the 
Aurora branch of the Royal Canadian Legion (105 
Industrial Parkway North) this evening at 8 p.m., 
featuring live music by Aurora’s own Tangent, with 
all proceeds benefitting the Gord Downie & Chanie 
Wenjack Fund. Doors open at 7 p.m. Tickets are $15 
in advance or $20 at the door. Request tickets at the 
Legion Bar, by calling 905-727-5642, or by emailing 
office@auroralegion.ca.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series con-
tinues this evening at 7 p.m. with Pickering & the 
1837 Rebellion with Katrina Pyke. Held at Hillary 

House National Historic Site and virtually over Zoom. 
Tickets are $10.50 for AHS members, or $12.50 for 
non-members. “Explore the events that lead to the 
Upper Canada Rebellion of 1837. Join Katrina as 
she shares an interactive exploration of Pickering’s 
involvement in the uprising and challenges you con-
sider if you would have risked your life for liberty as 
Pickering’s fated rebel, Peter Matthews, did.” Katrina 
Pyke has worked in the museum field for over 30 
years.  She has an MA in Public History and a pas-
sion for researching and sharing fun and exciting as-
pects of our storied past. Tickets can be purchased 
on at www.aurorahs.com or by calling 905-727-8991

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series 
continues this evening at 7 p.m. with Barn-Raising, 
Threshing, & Quilting Bees: The Stories that Farm 
Diaries Tell with Cathy Wilson. Held at Hillary House 
National Historic Site and virtually over Zoom. 
Tickets are $10.50 for AHS members, or $12.50 
for non-members. “Cathy Wilson shares her recent 
book, Being Neighbours, about barn raisings and 
quilting bees in Ontario. She takes the audience into 
families’ daily lives to uncover the subtle social poli-
tics of mutual dependency, the expectations neigh-
bours had of each other, their relationships, and ways 
of managing conflict and crisis. Catharine Wilson is 
a Professor Emerita of History at the University of 
Guelph and Founder and Director of the Rural Diary 
Archive.  Tickets can be purchased on at www.au-
rorahs.com or by calling 905-727-8991.

ONGOING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les 
ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones aux débutants 

capables de converser) - qui cherchent à mettre 
en pratique leurs compétences Conversationnelle 
en français. Over Zoom with a nominal fee of $2.50. 
RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. 
For more information, email partagez.york@outlook.
com.

* * * * 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle 
Program textile recycling and donation program. 
In the current COVID climate, a greater number of 
people are wanting to donate or get rid of unwant-
ed items, increasing the need for more outlets be-
ing available to receive the items. This program 
will provide a convenient way for people to donate 
or get rid of used/unwanted clothing, blankets, lin-
ens and furniture and will help lessen the amount 
of items ending up in landfills. Materials that were 
previously perceived as waste will now be seen as 
a valuable resource further encouraging redistri-
bution. The items will be recycled in the following 
ways: To be given to individuals who are survivors 
of violence and are transitioning from shelters into 
new homes; To be sold in our store; To be sold to a 
textile recycler, which makes for an ongoing source 
of funding for Abuse Hurts enabling them to pro-
vide their services to the thousands of people that 
require them each year. When and Where: Monday 
and Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 
30-minute time slots – only 1 drop off per time slot. 
If you do not have an appointment, we cannot ac-
cept your donation. The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is 
located at 1208 Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear 
unloading dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your 
drop off time slot.
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CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

AD
TO ADVERTISE CALL 905-727-3300 EXT 102

If you are reading  
this ad, our  

advertising works!

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT 905 727 3300 EXT 102

PEST CONTROL ROOFING

PROPANE

RENOVATIONS/FENCES/DECKS

RENOVATIONS/REMODELING/LANDSCAPE
PAINTING & HOME IMPROVEMENTS

WATER
   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

A&A IDEAL RENOVATION

416-219-4530  Alex  416-625-4441

Home Remodeling • Electrical • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bathrooms • Finished Basement

All Flooring Work • Drywall • Painting  
Deck & Fences • Landscaping

Fully licensed and insured. One year warranty on all labour. NO JOB TOO SMALL!

WASTE DISPOSAL

SUMMER RENOVATIONS INC.

BIG OR SMALL GIVE US A CALL!
(Free Estimates)  647-287-7168

Build/Repair Fences 
Build/Repair Decks

FOUR SEASONS PAINTING  
& HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Please Inquire 
About Our 
Senior Services 
& Discounts.

2 professional hardworking guys 

15% OFF PAINTING PROJECTS 
TILING • WASHROOM /KITCHEN RENO • INTERLOCK RELEVEL  
FENCES • ROOF REPAIRS/TROUGHS • FOUNDATION PARGING  

ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING • CONCRETE REPAIRS

Call Claudio 416-723-4860 or, 905-727-0862  
fourseasonsrenos@gmail.com

ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

PAINTING

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED

416-702-2467

Your trusted 
LOCAL WASTE  
DISPOSAL service

orders@rentabin.com | Rentabin.com 

SUMMER for a 
              DISCOUNT!use this

promo code
$20

LANDSCAPING/RENOVATION

Sunny renovation

Backyards Re-imagined
Fences • Decks • Interlock

Get An Estimate Now!

416-846-2238
1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca

Located in King Township since 1994

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING

TREE SERVICE

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS PAPER.

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

Theatre Aurora presents: A Grand Night for Singing
Changing things up right off  the bat, 

Theatre Aurora kicks of  its latest season 
not with a play, but a revue.

“A Grand Night for Singing” includes 
a variety of  songs featuring the best music 
and lyrics of  the famed duo of  composer 
Richard Rodgers and lyricist Oscar 

Hammerstein II. Together, they created 
some of  the most famous musicals of  
the mid 20th century, many of  which are 
represented in this show. 

You’ll hear favourites from The King 
and I, Oklahoma, South Pacific, State Fair 
and The Sound of  Music, amongst many 
others. There are also some lesser-known 
numbers thrown in.

The use of  graphics on the backdrop 
and monitors helps set the scene for 
each song, but overall, this a very simply 
staged show in that there are none of  the 
elaborate costumes and sets associated 
with big musicals.   

Instead, using a simple two-level stage 
for the performers, with a band in the 
background, the cast is required to do the 
heavy lifting, or in this case singing, to make 
the show a success. And do they ever.

The five performers, Abi Oliphant, 
Jeff  McAlister, Liisa Kallasmaa, Rebecca 
Rodley and Stefan Porfirio wonderfully 
shift from quiet romantic love songs like 
“If  I Loved You” from Carousel, to fun, 
lively numbers such as South Pacific’s “I’m 
Gonna Wash That Man Right Outa of  
My Hair”. All excellent singers, they bring 
terrific emotion, reactions and humour to 
their characters in each song.

Many of  the musical numbers feature 
a lot of  movement and take advantage of  
the entire stage, thanks to choreographer 
Kendall Zurowski.  

Equally important in all of  this is the 
music.  The band, consisting of  Jimmy 

A REVIEW BY SCOTT JOHNSTON

Tao (Piano 2), Andrew Ferguson (Bass), 
Ivan Chu (Cello), Frederick Lock (Reeds), 
Marc Siversky (drums), and under the 
direction of  Ernesto De Luca (Piano 1), 
sounds like a much bigger musical group. 
Despite this, they wonderfully support the 
singers, without overpowering them, or 
missing a note.

From the cast to the band, and the 
choreography to the lighting, Director Neill 
Kernohan has done a great job pulling this 
all together and maintaining the show’s 
pacing.  

Whether or not you’re familiar with 

the work of  Rodgers and Hammerstein, 
watching Theatre Aurora’s latest offering 
will provide you with a grand night (or 
matinee) in Aurora, and likely leave you 
humming a few tunes as you leave the 
theatre.

Evening performances of  “A Grand 
Night for Singing” continue at Theatre 
Aurora, 150 Henderson Drive, September 
19, 20, 25, 26 and 27, with matinees 
September 20, 21 and 27.  Tickets are 
available through the box office at 905-
727-3669.

Theatre Aurora’s 2025-2026 season opener, A Grand Night for Singing, celebrating the music of 
Rodgers & Hammerstein, opens this Thursday, September 18. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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SERVICES

SERVICES

FOR SALE HELP WANTED

CARS WANTED

HANDYMAN 
PROJECTS

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 
30 Years Experience

Painting & Repair

John: 647-671-5179
FREE ESTIMATES 

Thanks to Our
Newspaper 
Carriers

KIDS, ADULTS, SENIORS
EARN SOME EXTRA MONEY!
Deliver THE AURORAN. 
Routes available in your area. 
Email your name and address 
to denise@lpcmedia.ca

ATTENTION 
CARRIERS 
WANTED
 Apply Today!

We appreciate your dedicated 
service to our publication and 
our community.

THE
AURORAN
NEWSPAPER

In Print & Online
denise@lpcmedia.ca 
www.theauroran.com

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

• Aerial Pruning
• Canopy Maintenance
• Planting & Fertilizing
• Storm Risk Prevention

• Arborist Reports & Plans
• Tree & Shrub Appraisal
• Urban Tree Removal
• Storm Debris Clean-Up

Fully trained & insured with leading
techniques & equipment

647-400-6998  |  647-338-8733
smgtrees@gmail.com   www.smgtrees.com

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

STORAGE AVAILABLE: 20 yard 
sea can container for storage located 
in Nobleton. Safe location. For more  
information, please call 905-859-0817

WE  PAY CASH FOR SCRAP  
vehicles any size. We also buy  
construction and farm equip-
ment. Open 7 days a week. Call  
905-859-0817 (Peter)

CASH FOR SCRAP
STORAGE

TO ADVERTISE 
PLEASE CONTACT 

905 727 3300 EXT 102

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

416-802-9999

TOP DOLLARTOP DOLLAR
FOR SCRAPFOR SCRAP
AND USED CARSAND USED CARS

Open 7 days a week
Call Albert: 647-501-5932

We pay from 

$300-$20,000
CASH ON THE SPOT Free

Tow!

By Stump Grinder

In Aurora 
Call Gerry 416-460-4185

STUMP
REMOVAL

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS  
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219 B O U T I Q U E  C O N D O M I N I U M SB O U T I Q U E  C O N D O M I N I U M S

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING
We are seeking 2 Licensed Real Estate Sales Agents
to join our team in King City and represent an exclusive 6-storey 
boutique condominium project.
Requirements: Active Ontario Real Estate License, strong
communication skills, organized, client-focused. Experience
in condo/new home sales an asset.
Why Join Us? This is a rare opportunity to represent one of 
King City’s most prestigious boutique condominium
communities. Be part of a collaborative, design-driven team 
and gain valuable career-building experience in new home 
and condo sales.
Apply Today: Send resume + cover letter to
sales@kingheights.ca (Subject: New Home Sales Agent – King 
Heights) or call 437-882-5464
Location: King City, ON (in-person) | Job Type: Full-time

 .CA.CA
COLLECTIBLES

 SALE
Records •  Books 

Autographs • Posters • Comics  
& more... 

SAT. Sept 20th
9am - 3pm 

Hollingshead Drive
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B O U T I Q U E  C O N D O M I N I U M SB O U T I Q U E  C O N D O M I N I U M S

SALES CENTRE 18 Doctors Lane, King City • Call 437-882-5464
SITE ADDRESS  12765 Keele Street, King City

NOW SELLING SUITES
All-in Pricing including parking and locker from $599,999

LUXURY, LOCATION, LIFESTYLELUXURY, LOCATION, LIFESTYLE

DISCOVER THE FINEST GOLF COURSES

METROLINX GO TRAIN MINUTES AWAY

ACCESS TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION

STUNNING PARKS, TRAILS AND RECREATION

BUILDING FEATURES AND FINISHES
•  LUXURIOUS ROOF TOP
   TERRACES WITH BBQ STATIONS
• HIGH SMOOTH CEILINGS
• HARDWOOD FLOORING

• FLOOR TO CEILING WINDOWS
• PREMIUM 6-PIECE APPLIANCES
• SMART HOME SYSTEM
• 15 COMMERCIAL UNITS

• PREMIUM GOLF COURSES
•  5 STAR 2-STOREY RESTAURANT 

WITH 1,000 SF OUTDOOR PATIO

•  WALKING DISTANCE TO
   GO STATION
• MINS TO HWY 400/404/407
• PARKING & LOCKERS

 .CA.CA

NEW SUITE RELEASE PARTY on September 27, 2025 from 
10:00AM to 2:00PM. Food, beverages, prizes and gift bags. 

18 Doctor’s Lane King City, ON.
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LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT

TITAN
AWARD

CHAIRMAN’S
AWARD

PLATINUM 
AWARD

HALL OF 
FAME

Realtron Realty Inc., 
Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

t:905.898.1211   c:416.520.3651
anitakotsovos@gmail.com
www.AnitaKotsovos.com

Over 30 years of award-winning Over 30 years of award-winning 
real estate experience!real estate experience!

ANITA KOTSOVOS
R E A L  E S T A T E  S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

JUST LISTED IN SHARON!

Gorgeous 4 + 1 bedroom home w/many luxury upgrades 
on an exceptional  3/4 acre lot with mature landscaping 
for ultimate privacy & enjoyment. 9’ ceilings, Elegant front 
entry, spacious family room w/ fireplace, large modern 
gourmet kitchen w/big breakfast area, formal living & 
dining rooms! Lovely master suite w/modern 5 pc ensuite, 
jetted tub & separate shower. Hardwood Floors + bonus 
finished w/o basement!!

$1,698,000

RARE OFFERING - STUNNING HOME!

One of a Kind completely renovated almost 2600 sq. ft. century 
home on approx. 4.66 acres within walking distance to “downtown” 
Mt. Albert!  Features a 2 car garage + bonus 40 x 80 foot workshop!  
Absolutely stunning room after room w/so many unique & special 
features like cathedral beamed ceiling in spectacular kitchen, custom 
entry room w/high end cabinetry, 4 spacious bedrooms, 3 reno’d 
bathrooms, large new laundry plus 3 amazing covered porches!  

$2,060,000

JUST LISTED NEWMARKET DETACHED BUNGALOW!

Don’t miss this opportunity to own this great family bungalow 
in a prime Newmarket location, walking distance to shops, 
parks, and schools! Open concept living room and dining 
room and kitchen overlooks backyard and has a walkout to 
enclosed porch. Three bedrooms all with closets. Basement 
has finished rec room and workshop and storage space as 
well as laundry.  Lovely private treed back yard too!

$868,000

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

 AURORA/KING 
       VOLUME 14, ISSUE 9

Senior Account Executive 
ZACH SHOUB 

zach@lpcmedia.ca

Account Executive 
KAREN NEMET 

 karen@lpcmedia.ca

Senior Account Executive 
DIANE BUCHANAN 
diane@auroran.com

Art Director 
SARAH DIDYCZ

Published By:

Royal LePage RCR Realty, Brokerage  
independently owned and operated. 

Marcia Walter | Broker  

Mobile 416-707-5285
Office 905-939-2000 
marcia@marciawalter.com

JUST 
LISTED!

Luxuriously Upgraded, High-End, 1700 sf CORNER Unit in a 2023 
boutique mid rise. Enjoy Panoramic Greenbelt Views & Multiple Walk-outs 
to North & West Facing Balconies! Urban Convenience in a tranquil setting! 
Call for a tour or Visit www.11782ninth.ca

#711 - 11782 Ninth Line, Stouffville

$1,298,000

CONTACT

MARK 
SCIULLI

 (416) 710-3661
 MARK.S@ROCKINC.CA

MORTGAGEMANMARK.CA

WHY USE A MORTGAGE BROKER?

I WORK FOR YOU, NOT THE BANKS 
1 ON 1  SERVICE

Purchases 
Refi nance 

Poor Credit
Investment Properties 

Debt Consolidation 
Home Equity Line

Buying or Selling your  
home will likely be the  
biggest investment you 
make in your lifetime.
WHEN IT'S TIME TO BUY, you want a real estate  
agent who has the knowledge, experience, and  
expertise to help you get through the entire transac-
tion with confidence knowing they are guiding you 
along the way.

Anita Kotsovos, a trusted realtor with RE/MAX 
Realtron Realty Inc., in Newmarket, has had a long 
and successful career in real estate and has the  
dedication and genuine interest in her clients to 
help ensure their path to homeownership is as easy 
and stress-free as possible.

Anita's passion for real estate began at a young age 
when she was employed at a real estate office when 
she was just a teenager.

After taking positions in other companies, she  
knew the real estate industry was her true calling.  
She obtained her real estate license and began her 
career as a full-time realtor over 35 years ago.

Anita is a visible real estate presence in all of York 
Region, Simcoe County, as well as Toronto. 

Her clients, many of whom have been referred by 
other clients and family who have had a wonder-
ful experience with Anita, describe her as warm,  
genuine, professional, reliable, and knowledgeable. 
They have found that working with her is a pleasant 
and rewarding experience.

“I love the interaction with people every day,”  
Anita said of why she likes her job. “Every day is 
different. I'm always in a different area. I do every-
thing from vacant land to high-end luxury homes 
and properties. I truly enjoy the diversity and  
every day brings new opportunities to help new and 
existing Clients.”

When buying a home, there are many things to  
consider when you are searching for the right  
location where you will be happy and enjoy your 
new property. 

Anita is knowledgeable of the neighbourhoods and 
nearby amenities that you may want and she can 
help guide you to a home that will be near those 
things that are important to you.

She knows the schools, restaurants, and recreation 
facilities in the area as well as other important  

services like pharmacies, clubs, and sports groups 
that may be important to both families as well  
as individuals. 

Anita is a skilled negotiator – an important part 
of every real estate deal – and she knows how to 
achieve the best results for her clients.

When you decide to sell your home, there's a lot 
more involved than putting a 'for sale' sign on the 
front lawn and hoping people take notice.

Anita will advise you on the current market trends 
in your town or city and neighbourhood based 
on many factors and can help establish a fair and  
reasonable price that will get your home sold.  
She can offer advice on what you can do to improve 
the appearance of your home both on the inside  
and on the exterior that will provide the 'curb  
appeal' that will impress potential buyers. 

Anita has a unique and extensive full-service  
marketing package and strategy, fully customized 
to suit your property for the ultimate SOLD results.

Anita incorporates a professional marketing cam-
paign that includes local, national, and worldwide 
media exposure.

Anita Kotsovos is an award-winning realtor with 
the experience and knowledge to help guide you 
through any real estate transaction while providing 
superior customer service with a genuine interest in 
achieving the best results.

Anita's office is located at 1140 Stellar Drive in  
Newmarket.

You can call the office at 905-898-1211 or reach 
Anita directly at 416-520-3651.

For more information and to see a listing of current 
properties, visit online at www.anitakotsovos.com.

 
WRITTEN BY: Brian Lockhart

ANITA 
KOTSOVOS
An experienced,  
knowledgeable and  
trusted realtor

...I do everything from vacant land  
to high-end luxury homes and  
properties. I truly enjoy the  
diversity and every day brings  
new opportunities to help new  
and existing Clients...
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Ken Pratt CSP 
Salesperson

Office: 905-936-2121 Direct: 705-796-6753
kenpratt@century21.ca • www.century21.ca/KenPratt

CALL TODAY TO BOOK A SHOWING

$1,299,900 In the TreeTops area of New Tecumseth 
rare custom finished by builder 2940 sq 
ft total finished living space two storey 
home with an in-law suite in basement 
with walkout to private patio area 
4+1 bed, 4 bath is a 
must see. TreeTops 
features activity 
park. Elementary 
school, walking 
paths and nearby 
golfing.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

$949,999 A custom finished  inside and 
out 2100 sq ft total living space 
bungalow in Alliston Shows 10+ 
and is a walk-in ready home 
has a legal apartment in the 
basement. Within 
walking distance 
to 2 schools, 
churches and west 
Alliston shopping 
complexes.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

$830,000 A well maintained detached 3+1-bed-
room, 2 Bathroom Family Ready Back 
Split priced at $849,000. The Kitchen 
dining area has a vaulted ceiling 
and overlooks the lower family room. 
The newly con-
structed composite 
deck connects the 
side yard to the fully 
fenced back yard 
for maintenance 
free living.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

$4,728,000 Farm property on the 7th of Innisfil just west 
of 5th side road and east of Thornton. 
Housing Development, Sewers, water, the 
improved 400 interchange at Innisfil Beach 
Road, the 1M sq. ft. DSV warehouse, all just 
around the corner, 
plus the new inter-
change announced 
for the 6th Line and 
400 this property has 
investment potential. 
Looking for a proper-
ty? Look no further.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

NEW PRICE

Global Reach With 
Local Expertise

*

*

Lake Wilcox Waterfront RetreatPremium Industrial Office Property
$3,498,000$3,498,000A Hilltop Haven in Woodland Acres

CALL US TO LEARN HOW OUR 35+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE ALLOWS US TO DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE THAT CONSISTENTLY GENERATES THE BEST RESULTS IN ANY MARKET CONDITION

@AvenueRealtyInc

Christopher Fusco
Broker of Record/Team Leader

416-301-4878
cfusco@avenuerealty.com

Emily B. Fusco
Broker/Team Leader

905-737-6060
efusco@avenuerealty.com

Experience the benefit of our boutique approach and 

worldwide reach that spans 5 continents and 50+ countries.

905.737.6060

*

Set on 1.014 acres backing Phillips Lake, this
multigenerational estate offers breathtaking four-season
lake views. The main home features sunlit principal rooms,
a dream kitchen, and a spa-inspired primary suite, while the
lower level and observation deck enhance family living. A
self-contained secondary suite, six-car garage with elevator,
and greenhouse complete this exceptional property near
Richmond Hill and Aurora.

Perched atop a hill in Woodland Acres, this 4,500+ sq ft
home features soaring two-story ceilings, sun-filled living
spaces, and a chef’s kitchen opening to a sprawling deck
with built-in seating. Four spacious bedrooms, a light-
filled main floor, and a lower level with gym, games room,
and recreation area make it perfect for family living and
entertaining.

Set on over ½ acre backing onto a serene pond in Oak
Ridges, this charming home offers bright, spacious
principal rooms with hardwood floors, ceiling treatments,
and a wood-burning fireplace. The eat-in kitchen and
primary suite with balcony overlook the water, while
additional bedrooms are flooded with light. Lower level
awaits your finishing touches - an ideal opportunity to
renovate or rebuild.

Framed by scenic pond and ravine views, this modern
Bordeaux-inspired estate offers seamless indoor-outdoor
living with multiple entertainment terraces and room for a
pool. Inside, discover sunlit open-concept design with
soaring panels, smart kitchen, dual offices, and resort-like
primary suite. A soundproof theater, wet bar, sauna, and
gym complete the lower level, while triple garage and eco-
ready systems enhance luxury living.

Set in a vibrant community, this 1-bedroom plus den suite
offers open-concept living with a quartz kitchen, premium
appliances, and floor-to-ceiling windows opening to a
private balcony. The primary retreat features a walk-in
closet, while a flexible den and in-suite laundry add
convenience. Residents enjoy exceptional amenities,
including fitness, co-working spaces, and a landscaped
terrace.

Nestled in desirable Aurora Heights, this home offers sunlit
open-concept living with hardwood floors, crown moulding,
and a cozy gas fireplace. The kitchen flows to a multi-level
deck and family room, while the primary suite features a
custom closet and ensuite. Additional bedrooms, a finished
lower level with recreation space, office, and exercise
room, and a private landscaped backyard complete this
ideal family residence.

Château Elegance in Richmond Hill Modern Living in South Thornhill
$4,�90,000$4,690,000 $579,000$579,000

$�,398,000$2,398,000

$4,900,000$4,900,000 $�,�48,000$1,548,000Family Living in Aurora HeightsPhilips Lake Muskoka Escape

$�,998,000$2,998,000

Last month, we talked about  
what makes a King property  
a smart investment. This month, 
we’re diving deeper into one  
of the most common follow-up  
questions we get: “Which  
neighbourhoods should I focus  
on if I want long-term value?”

WHILE EVERY PROPERTY IS UNIQUE, certain pock-
ets in King have a history of strong performance—
and for good reason.

1  THE KINGSCROSS ESTATES
Known for its large, private lots and winding, tree-
lined streets, Kingscross is one of the most sought-af-
ter areas in King. Properties here are rarely “average” 
and often feature custom architecture. Buyers love 

the privacy, natural beauty, and prestige—making it 
a safe bet for long-term appreciation.

2  HERITAGE & VILLAGE CORE (KING CITY, KET-
TLEBY, SCHOMBERG & POTTAGEVILLE)
The heart of King offers a mix of historic homes, 
charming streets, and walking access to shops, schools, 
and the GO Station. This combination of convenience 
and character attracts both families and downsizers. 
Updated heritage homes in this area often generate 
strong interest.

3  NOBLETON & SURROUNDING AREAS
While technically blending into the edges of King 
Township, properties here tend to offer the best of both 
worlds—space and rural feel with easy access to ameni-
ties. These larger parcels appeal to buyers looking for 
privacy and future development potential.

4  NEWER LUXURY ENCLAVES
Recent developments near Keele and King Road have 
attracted families looking for newer builds with mod-
ern layouts while still enjoying the King name and life-
style. These homes offer immediate liveability with the 
upside of being in a growing, improving community.

WHY LOCATION STILL MATTERS MOST
The strongest investment properties in King share 
three things:
1. Proximity to schools, transit, and amenities.

2. Desirability of the lot (size, setting, and privacy).

3.  Uniqueness—whether in architecture, layout,  
or features.

FINAL THOUGHTS
While certain neighbourhoods have a track record 
of performing well, the best investment is always the 
one that fits your budget, goals, and lifestyle. Our 
team tracks sales data and buyer trends street by 
street, so when you’re ready to invest, you’ll have the 
full picture.

If you’d like to explore which parts of King align  
with your investment goals, we’re here with local 
knowledge and expert guidance to help you make 
the right move. Contact Michele Denniston, Broker, 
at 416-433-8316 or michele@micheledenniston.com.

WRITTEN BY:  The Michele Denniston Real Estate Team

ASK THE REALTOR: 
Which King Township neighbourhoods are the  

best for long-term investment?

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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197 SHERWOOD PLACE, NEWMARKET
$4,990,000 

28 WYATT LANE, AURORA
$910,000

3327 9TH LINE, BRADFORD WEST GWILLIMBURY  
$2,399,000

HOME.  IT ’S  WHO WE ARE.HOME.  IT ’S  WHO WE ARE.

K E Y A DVA N TAG E . C A   |   9 0 5 . 8 3 6 . 1 2 1 2   |   I N F O @ K E Y A DVA N TAG E . C A

SUSIE STROM
REALTOR ®

LINDSAY STROM
BROKER

142 REGATTA AVENUE, RICHMOND HILL 
$1,799,000

65 ANCHUSA DRIVE, RICHMOND HILL 
$1,328,000

Boost curb appeal 
with winter-friendly 

updates
(NC) Let’s face it, winter can be dark and dreary. 
Whether you’re setting up your house for sale in  
the colder months, want to impress your guests or  
you simply want a more cheerful place to come home 
to, here are some upgrades you can tackle any time 
of year.

BRING LIGHT TO THE DARK
Outdoor lighting serves as a safety precaution to  
prevent falls and discourage thieves, but it also adds 
undeniable flair and drama to your home’s exterior. 
Go for classic warm white to be most inviting – though 
fun holiday décor is also encouraged. There are 
plenty of solar-powered lighting options you can find 
in your local hardware store or go for battery-oper-
ated lanterns or a fully integrated system for corners  
short on sunshine.

PLANT WINTER-READY GREENERY
Nothing spruces up a front yard quite like some  
eye-catching landscaping. It may be too cold and  
inhospitable to plant directly in the ground, but some 
rich and colourful greenery in pots on your porch or 
lining the walkway can add instant impact. Go for  
miniature potted evergreens, elegant winter roses, 
red-berried wintergreen, or hearty decorative grasses.  
Consider planting them in your garden come spring  
to enjoy them for winters to come.

REVAMP THE FAÇADE
It may not be the first update you think of, but with 
the right materials you can update your faded siding  
safely in colder weather – and get it done before 
guests arrive for Christmas, Hanukkah, or Lunar 
New Year. Stylish and long-lasting mortar-free stone  
veneer such as Fusion Stone offers a high-impact  
DIY exterior that won’t succumb to freeze-thaw cracks 
or require time to dry, so you can apply it rain or shine.

Find more information at fusionstone.ca.
www.newscanada.com

Easy home  
updates to help  
you chill out  
this fall

RESALE 
HOMES
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CLEAN YOUR FURNACE FILTER 
Dirty filters mean your furnace must work harder. 
Regularly changing the filters in your central air 
and heating system can significantly improve their 
efficiency and longevity. Change filters monthly 
throughout the heating and cooling seasons, and 
have your furnace serviced annually by a profession-
al to ensure it’s working properly. 

INSTALL HOME SAFETY 
The Canadian National Fire Information Database 
reports that 80 per cent of fire deaths occur in homes 
without working smoke alarms, often due to miss-
ing batteries or expired alarms. Proper smoke alarm 

placement, regular maintenance and alarm replace-
ment are essential to keeping everybody protected, 
so be sure to install alarms on every level of your 
home, including the basement, and in every bed-
room. Replace batteries at least every six months, or 
make maintenance easier with a 2-in-1 smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarm such as the First Alert 10-
Year Battery Combination alarm, which also elimi-
nates battery chirps and replacements for a decade.   

CHECK YOUR ROOF AND CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS 
Rapidly changing temperatures and humidity can 
wreak havoc on roofs. Water damage can cause de-
terioration to insulation, wood and drywall, making 

electrical, plumbing and HVAC systems vulnerable 
to damage. Inspect for missing and loose shingles, 
replacing them as needed, or have a licensed, certi-
fied roofing professional check the condition of your 
roof. Clear your gutters of leaves and debris, flush 
them with water and make repairs if necessary. You 
may also consider replacing old or damaged gutters 
with new ones that have built-in leaf guards.  

TEST FOR RADON 
Radon is an invisible, odourless gas that can seep 
from the soil through cracks in the foundation. After 
smoking, radon is the second-leading cause of lung 
cancer, according to Statistics Canada. A simple DIY 
test kit can be purchased from most hardware stores 
to determine 

www.newscanada.com

(NC) With the change in season, it’s time to tackle your home 
maintenance checklist. From safety precautions to appliance 
upkeep, here are tips to help you breeze into fall.
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Direct 289.221.1481 Office 365.500.8800 kellyburtrealtor@gmail.com

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 
Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Foodland plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware
Building Centre

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751

• Window & Door Installation
• Kitchen & Bath

• Custom Deck Design
• Paint & Painting Supplies

• Stihl Dealer
• Delivery

We Offer Many In-House Services to Make Your Life Easier:

Your Community Hardware Store 
Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Your Community Hardware Store 

BRINGING 
COMFORT 
HOME, 
ONE INSTALL 
AT A TIME. At Aurora Home Hardware, 

we believe every project 
isn’t just an upgrade: 
it’s about making your 
house feel like home. 
From secure new windows 
and doors to beautifully 
designed kitchens and 
bathrooms, our expert 
team handles every install 
with care and precision.

Visit us today and 
elevate your space!

Research from the Intact Centre on Climate Adapta-
tion at the University of Waterloo shows the aver-
age price to repair a flooded basement is $53,000. 

There are preventative maintenance steps you can take to 
reduce the risk of flooding in your home, and many can 
usually be completed in less than a day. The centre offers 
many tips to help protect your home from flooding.

REGULAR MAINTENANCE 
The first place to start is with simple maintenance. At  
least twice a year, remove debris from around storm 
drains and culverts and clean out your eavestroughs. This 
keeps the way clear for water to flow freely. Inside your 
home, test your sump pump, clean out the backwater 
valve and remove obstructions from around floor drains.

SIMPLE UPGRADES
Outside of the house, simple changes will help direct 
water away from your home. Start by disconnect-
ing downspouts and capping the foundation drains. 
Then, extend the downspouts and sump discharge 
pipes to direct water at least two metres away  from 
the foundation, about the length of a standard dining 
table. Next, consider installing window wells that sit 
10 to 15 centimetres above ground, about the height 
of a smartphone, along with window well covers 
where fire escape requirements allow.

For inside your home, store valuables and hazardous  
materials that are kept in the basement in water-tight  
containers. These items should be kept at least 30 cen-
timetres off the floor, or the height of a standard ruler.  
A flood alarm is another low-cost item that can be  

installed to notify you quickly of any issues that could be 
missed while at work or on vacation.

HOME PROJECTS 
Whether it’s planting a rain garden to collecting 
stormwater or converting paved areas into vegetation 
to absorb more water, investing a little extra time and 
money in flood protection can help save you more in 
the long run. Check with your local municipality to 
find out if they offer subsidies and rebates for flood 
protection measures.

Learn more ways to reduce your home’s risk at intact.
ca/protection.

www.newscanada.com

cost effective 
ways to help  
protect your 
home from 
floods

(NC) Flooding is Canada's most common natural disaster,  
affecting hundreds of thousands across the country.  
With the increase of frequent and severe rainfalls, the  
government of Canada cautions that flooding can happen  
anywhere, at any time—and the results can be costly.

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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905-841-0000
lenard lind, broker of record

905-841-0000
lenard lind, broker of record

www.lindrealty.ca

*Based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices

15105 Yonge Street, suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3
(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

lenard@lindrealty.ca

aurora’s 
top sales 
producer*

Shows to perfection! “Open Concept” plan! Hardwood strip floor throughout! Spacious great room w/picture window & massive 
updated centre island kitchen w/bkfst bar and loads of custom cabinetry! Big solarium dining W/O to oversized composite deck! 
Prim w/his&hers closets! Ample sized secondary bedroom too! ‘Unspoiled” lower level waiting for your ideas! Quiet exclusive 
court with shared greenspace! 5 mins to downtown, Riverwalk Commons, hospital and all amenities!

DETACHED BUNGALOW ‘BEAUTY’ 55+ NEWMARKET

$659,900

Aurora’s sought after exclusive gated community ‘Stonebridge Estates’! Stone & Brick! ‘Open Concept’ 
plan! 9ft-22ft ceilings! Vaulted ceilings! Plank floors ground and second floor! ‘Gourmet’ centre island 
kitchen ‘open’ to entertaining sized dining & great room with custom fireplace all overlooking ravine! 
Professionally finished ‘open concept’ lower level and much more!

“GATED” PRIVACY! END SUITE! FIN BSMT! BACKS TO RAVINE!

$1,498,888

11 acres with 700 ft of frontage at Windermere & Raymond Rd intersection (Muskoka Lakes) 
High visibility. Year-round traffic! Includes 3000 sq ft commercial building, 1000 sq ft 2-bay auto 
repair with 2023 clean ESA parking for 35 cars! Plus 1000 sq ft renovated 3-bedroom bungalow! 
Endless possibilities. Zoning allows for multiple uses including Cannabis shop!

PRIME MUSKOKA COMMERCIAL PROPERTY - INVESTORS/END USERS/LIVE-WORK!

$1,098,888

Soaring 10 ft smooth and vaulted ceilings! Hardwood floors throughout! Solid core doors - 9ft openings! 
‘Gourmet’ centre island kitchen with ceramic counters and top of the line appliances ‘open ‘ to great room 
w/vaulted ceiling! Main floor primary bedroom with enticing updated ensuite! Main floor den with custom 
cabinetry! Professionally finished lower level w/rec room - games room - 5BR - 3pc bath!

WOW! 4BR BUNGALOFT BEAUTY! FINISHED BASEMENT! KING CITY!

$2,188,888

Have it all just 5 minutes to aurora! Great potential income or move out to the country and fulfil your horse 
lovers dream! Well kept 2600 SF 4+1 BR 4 Bath country home w/one bedroom lower level ‘inlaw suite’ w/
separate entrance! 60x130 Ft Arena - 5 Run-in Sheds - 3 paddocks - 2 Fields - small riding ring - lounge - 
viewing area - Loads of parking! 568 ft frontage on Dufferin Street paved road access.

KING HOBBY HORSE FARM! ARENA W/12 STALL STABLE! 4+1BR DUPLEXED HOME! 7+ ACRES

$2,998,888

OPEN HOUSE ON SAT SEPT 20 &  SUN 21 2-4PM 
272 JEFF SMITH COURT, NEWMARKET

1.33 acre one of a kind ravine home in exclusive area of Richmond Hill. ***Property 
CANNOT be severed*** Elevator to all 3 floors. 3722 sf stone home. Bright finished 
lower level inlaw suite. Picturesque property. Gated interlock driveway with parking for 
6 cars! Entertaining-sized principal rooms.

3700 SF 99 BIRCH AVENUE, RICHMOND HILL 1.33 ACRE

$2,798,888

TOP-OF-THE-LINE TEXTILES
Never underestimate the power of fresh, fluffy towels  
to create those resort hotel or Scandinavian spa 
vibes. So, invest in quality hand and bath towels in 
soothing tones and soft textures. While you’re at it, 
pick up a fabric shower curtain in a pretty pattern 
and use a curtain liner to protect it from splashes.

ATTRACTIVE ARTWORK
Many of us forget to accessorize our bathrooms, but 
artwork can help define the style of the whole space. 
Think black-and-white photos of a sandy beach or 
cute and colourful prints by a local artist. Just make 
sure the pieces are framed with a sealed back to 
avoid mildew and warping. Modern ceramic or glass 
sculptures are also interesting and durable options.

SPLURGE-WORTHY SINKS
A sleek sink can elevate the look and feel of your 
entire bathroom, without an investment in an  
expensive and disruptive renovation. The colours 
and styles you choose can also have a major impact. 
For example, a matte black is great for a farmhouse 
aesthetic, while a trendy bronze feels more chic. 
You’ll find excellent sink options in the versatile 
Delta Saylor bath collection, which features both  
traditional and contemporary design elements.

Find more information at deltafaucet.ca.

www.newscanada.com

MARKET UPDATE – AUGUST 2025   

– Provided by Key Advantage Team Royal LePage RCR Realty 
Lindsay Strom, Broker
www.KeyAdvantage.ca  |  905-836-1212  |  info@KeyAdvantage.ca
* Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.

*The statistics provided were obtained from the Toronto Regional Real Estate Board's Market Watch AUGUST 2025; Summary of Existing Home  
Transactions for All Home Types, AUGUST 2025 + Focus on the MLS Home Price Index for Composite, AUGUST 2025 for York Region's Aurora and King.

AURORA KING
AVERAGE SALES PRICE AVERAGE SALES PRICE

NUMBER OF SALES NUMBER OF SALES

SALE TO LIST RATIO SALE TO LIST RATIO

YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE

$1,358,974
AVERAGE 39 DAYS ON MARKET

$2,198,734
AVERAGE 43 DAYS ON MARKET

55
130 NEW LISTINGS

16
68 NEW LISTINGS

96% 93%

-7.67% -6.64%

The York Region market saw average sale prices, the number of sales, and new listings all decline compared to July. 
Days on market increased marginally month over month. York Region continues to show balanced conditions, offering  
opportunities for both buyers and sellers. Buyers now have more options and slightly greater negotiating power. 
Homes are still selling close to list price, often within a few weeks, but success for sellers depends heavily on strategic 
pricing, strong marketing, and proper presentation. In an evolving market, partnering strategically with your real estate 
advisor remains imperative to achieving the best results. Key Advantage is always here to connect and talk strategy.

(NC) A beautiful bathroom can transform a utilitarian space into a 
little slice of luxury. All you need are a few strategic updates to 
make your bathroom feel like a relaxing spa you want to spend 
all day pampering yourself in. Here are a few suggestions to 
help you get the best value for your money:

Minor bathroom upgrades for a 

BIG IMPACT 

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

WOOD could be having a moment among modern 
home buyers. According to the real estate experts at 
Zillow, the term “cozy” appeared in 35 percent more 
real estate listings in 2024 than in 2023. Though various  
components can help to create a cozy vibe inside a 
home, wood has long been a go-to material when  
interior designers attempt to add warmth to a property.  
The home renovation experts at Houzz also cite wood-
infused architectural warmth among its 10 most popular  
home trends in the coming year. Homeowners who 
want to capitalize on this trend before putting their 
homes on the market or those who simply love the idea 
of adding more wood-based warmth in their homes can 
consider installing ceiling beams, wood wall paneling or 
even wood trim throughout their homes.

DID YOU KNOW?
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HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

DIRECT: 416-418-6683      
OFFICE: 905-727-1941

JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com
Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

MUST BE SEEN!
390 MAIN STREET, SCHOMBERG

Qualify For Mortgage With  
Rental Potential of Second Half  

of This Legal Duplex!

Direct: 416-618-1714 • www.monicastohr.com

Monica StohrMonica Stohr

 “Opening Doors 
   to Your Dreams”

36 Award Winning Years
Top 2% in Canada*

Sales Representative

TURNING ‘FOR SALE’ 
INTO ‘HAPPILY SOLD!’

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

(NC) Affordable housing  
isn't just a problem for  
those trying to get into  
the housing market.  
It's a challenge for  
homeowners too.

A new survey from TD Bank Group revealed some 
of the challenges homeowners will face when  
renewing a mortgage this year. Nearly half of  

those renewing in the next year expect higher monthly 
payments, with 73 per cent of them saying they’ll need to 
cut back on spending to keep up.

“From what I’ve seen, most of those preparing to re-
new their mortgage this year are leaning towards a fixed  
instead of a variable rate mortgage, but it's important  
to remember that there isn't a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to choosing what can work for you,” said Patrick 
Smith, vice president, product management, Real Estate  
Secured Lending at TD.

“There’s support available for Canadians who want quick 
and valuable mortgage advice. A mortgage specialist can 
provide context to help you understand your options, 
and advice to help you create your strategy."

Here are some things to consider when you’re facing  
possible higher mortgage payments on renewal:

• KNOW YOUR NUMBERS 
Get clear on your current budget and spending. Take an 
honest inventory of your expenses and triage between 
the must-haves and nice-to-haves. Look at where you 
can cut back and direct that money to your mortgage.

• SEEK ADVICE EARLY 
Speak to a mortgage specialist sooner rather than later. 
They can help you understand all your options to feel 
more confident heading into the mortgage renewal  
process. For example, knowing the difference between a 
fixed vs. variable interest rate can help you decide if you 
prefer your current rate type, or if you’d rather switch.

• FOCUS ON YOUR PRINCIPAL 
Bringing down your mortgage principal can help lower 
your future payments from what they would otherwise 
be. This is especially helpful in a higher interest rate  
environment. If you have room in your budget, you 
might be able to start a more accelerated payment  
schedule, which could help pay off your mortgage faster.

Rates go up and down, and life circumstances can 
change—you can’t always know what the future will 
hold. But by getting advice and having a strategy in 
place to manage rate increases, you can be better pre-
pared to meet it.

www.newscanada.com
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...There’s support available  
for Canadians who want quick  
and valuable mortgage advice...

More homeowners tightening budgets 
ahead of mortgage renewals
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Khalen Meredith
Broker & 
Senior Vice President, Sales

c 416.318.4317 
o 416.913.7930

kmeredith@sothebysrealty.ca

Kim Nichols 

Sales Representative & 
Senior Vice President, Sales

c 416.271.4100 
o 416.913.7930

knichols@sothebysrealty.ca
Sotheby’s International Realty Canada 

Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated.

220 Old Yonge St, Aurora
$3,248,000

15395 Weston Rd, King
$2,980,000

5512 3rd Line, New Tecumseth
$2,995,000

77 Catherine Ave, Aurora
$2,125,000

80 Centre St, Schomberg
$1,290,000

16235 7th Concession, King
$1,250,000

If you’ve ever walked into  
a home for sale and felt like  
you stepped into a time  
machine, you’re not alone.  
As a realtor *and* contractor,  
I get front-row seats to the great 
historical tour of Canadian real 
estate. From avocado-green 
appliances to wall-to-wall shag 
carpeting, houses tell stories — 
sometimes ones we’d rather  
not repeat.
BUT HERE’S THE THING: while styles change, the value 
of smart renovations and the right selling strategy nev-
er go out of fashion. So, buckle up, because we’re about 
to hop into the “Laurion Realty Renovator DeLorean” 
and take a quick trip through real estate history.

THE GROOVY 70S: SHAG, WOOD PANELING,  
AND DISCO DREAMS
Step into a 1970s home and you’ll likely be greeted 
by wood paneling that could survive a nuclear blast, 
harvest-gold appliances, and maybe even a sunken 
conversation pit. Back then, open concept meant a 
wide doorway between the kitchen and dining room.

Buyers today? They see dollar signs for demo. That’s 
where my contractor side kicks in. We take out 
those walls, brighten the space, and suddenly the 
“dated dungeon” becomes a modern open-concept 
beauty buyers will actually fight over.

THE RADICAL 80S & 90S: PASTELS, WALLPAPER, 
AND TOO MUCH CARPET
Ah, the 80s and 90s — when wallpaper borders 
with ducks or ivy vines were considered classy and 
carpeted bathrooms somehow made sense. (Spoiler 
alert: they don’t.)

When I show homes like these, I remind clients: 
don’t get scared off by a little time-travel fatigue. 
With the right updates — think hardwood floors, 
sleek tile, and neutral paint — we can transform  
a “Saved by the Bell” set into a home straight out 
of HGTV.

THE 2000S: GREY EVERYTHING AND  
POT LIGHTS GALORE
Fast forward to the early 2000s: suddenly every 
builder decided that grey was the new beige, and 
pot lights became the default lighting solution. 
While these homes aren’t exactly relics, they often 
lack personality.
That’s where renovations shine. Adding custom fea-

tures — built-ins, accent walls, or a refreshed kitch-
en — can make a cookie-cutter house stand out in 
today’s competitive market. And as your realtor, I 
know exactly which upgrades will actually bring 
you a return, not just a Pinterest board of regrets.

TODAY: SMART HOMES, SPA BATHROOMS, AND 
OUTDOOR LIVING
Now we’re in the 2020s, where homes are more 
connected than ever. Smart thermostats, voice-
controlled lighting, and spa-inspired bathrooms are 
the rage. Outdoor living spaces aren’t just “nice-to-
haves” — they’re essential.

The best part? Buyers are willing to pay a premium 
for homes that feel move-in ready and modern. 
That’s why my two businesses work hand-in-hand. 
We identify what updates will maximize your 
home’s value, then my team actually gets the work 
done — no guessing, no wasted dollars.

THE TAKEAWAY: THE FUTURE IS NOW
Every home has its decade stamped into its walls, 
but that doesn’t mean it’s stuck there. With the right 
vision and execution, yesterday’s avocado-green 
nightmare becomes today’s dream home.
As your realtor, I’ll help you buy smart and sell for 
top dollar. As your contractor, I’ll make sure the 

renos are done right — so whether you’re buying, 
selling, or just upgrading, you’re never stuck in the 
wrong decade.

So, if your home still thinks disco is cool, give me 
a call. Together, we’ll time-travel your property 
straight into the present — and make sure buyers 
are lining up for the ride.

Julien Laurion
Realtor. Contractor. Local Dad.

All About Homes.
Serving Aurora, King City, and the  

communities in between.
I’ve got your back from start to finish.  

I’m a local Realtor who has lived in Aurora for  
more than 30 years and know it inside and out.  
With A LOT of home construction experience,  

I have an eye that will help you make informed  
decisions re: home concerns and renovations.  

Let me help you with your next big purchase/move.  
Please feel free to call or email me directly at  

416-402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca  
or check out my socials at @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
Real Estate 
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REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  
TIME TRAVELERS: TIME TRAVELERS: 
Touring homes through the decades
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E M I L I O  G E R VA S I ,  B R O K E R
E M I L I O @ G E R VA S I R E A L E S TAT E .C O M
6 4 7 . 8 3 1 . 3 6 5 3
G e r v a s i Re a l E s t a t e . c o m   G e r v a s i Re a l E s t a t e

C A P I TA L N O RT H  R E A LT Y C O R P O R AT I O N ,  B R O K E R A G E

Not Intended to Solicit Buyers or Sellers Under Contract

KEELE ST/KING RD
4 BED | 3 BATH | UNFINISHED BASEMENT

KEELE ST / BURTON GROVE
3 + 1 BED | 3 BATH | 4 LEVEL BACKSPLIT

KEELE ST / BURTON GROVE
5 + 1 BED | 8 BATH | FINISHED BASEMENT

KING RD/YONGE ST
3 BED | 5 BATH | FINISHED BASEMENT

89 HAMBLY AVENUE
OPEN HOUSE SEPTEMBER 20 & 21 FROM 2:00 - 4:00PM

LLYODTOWN-AURORA RD / 7TH CONCESSION
3+2 BED | 2 BATH | FINISHED BASEMENT

KEELE ST / 17TH SDRD
3 + 2 BED | 6 BATH | FINISHED BASEMENT

E M I L I O  G E R VA S I ,  B R O K E R

G e r v a s i Re a l E s t a t e

3 + 2 BED | 6 BATH | FINISHED BASEMENT

YOUR KING CONNECTION
BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?
S E R V I C I N G  K I N G  T O W N S H I P  F O R  O V E R  2 0  Y E A R S

C A L L  T H E  G E R VA S I  R E A L  E S TAT E  G R O U P  A N D  L E T ’ S  G E T  YO U  M O V I N G

FEATURE PROPERTY

FOR LEASE

EXCLUSIVEEXCLUSIVE


