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Timpson saw mayor’s role as 
“Captain of the Good Ship Aurora”
Timpson served as Mayor from 1977 – 1982
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George Timpson, who served as 
Mayor of  Aurora between 1977 and 
1982, is being remembered for a 
lifetime of  dedication to community.

Timpson’s death was announced 
by Mayor Tom Mrakas on Friday 

afternoon, as he extended “heartfelt 
condolences to his family, friends and 
all those in our community whose 
lives he touched.”

“George Timpson served with 
integrity, dedication and a deep sense 
of  public duty,” said Mayor Mrakas. 
“He cared deeply about the future of  
our community, and his leadership 

helped shape Aurora and will be felt 
for many years to come. 

“He was a high school teacher and 
during his early days as Mayor he 
continued to teach three classes in 
the morning and focus on mayoral 
duties in the afternoon. More 
recently, George was very involved 
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Thinking of Buying or Selling? 
Our Family is READY TO HELP Yours!

CULTURAL KICK-OFF – Culture Days kicked off across Aurora – and Ontario – on 
Saturday and Aurora marked the occasion with its annual Multicultural Festival, which took place 
at Aurora Town Park and Aurora Town Square. Here, Lee and Amani are pictured taking in the 
attractions at Town Square. For more, see Pages 14 and 15. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

15105
Yonge St,
Suite 100
Aurora
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Have it all just 5 minutes to Aurora! Great  
potential income or move out to the country and 
fulfill your horse lovers dream! Well kept 2600 SF 
4+1 BR 4 Bath country home w/one bedroom 
lower level ‘in-law suite’ w/separate entrance! 
60x130 Ft Arena - 5 Run-in Sheds - 3 paddocks  

- 2 Fields - small riding ring - lounge - viewing area 
- Loads of parking! 568 ft frontage on Dufferin 
Street paved road access. $2,998,888 

KING HOBBY HORSE FARM! 
ARENA W/12 STALL STABLE!

4+1BR DUPLEXED HOME! 7+ ACRES 

$1,999,888

 

Showstopper! Aurora’s sought after exclusive 
gated community ‘Stonebridge Estates’! Stone 
& Brick! ‘Open Concept’ plan! 9ft-22ft ceilings! 
Vaulted ceilings! Plank floors ground and 
second floor! ‘Gourmet’ centre island kitchen 

‘open’ to entertaining sized dining & great room 
with custom fireplace all overlooking ravine! 
Professionally finished ‘open concept’ lower 
level and much more!

“GATED” PRIVACY! END SUITE!  
FIN BSMT! BACKS TO RAVINE!

 

Retirement Village! “Open Concept” Bungalow! 
Never shovel snow again! Hardwood strip floor 
throughout! Spacious great room w/picture win-
dow! Updated centre island kitchen w/bkfst bar 
and loads of custom cabinetry! Solarium dining 
W/O to oversized composite deck! Senior friend-
ly bathroom reno with walk-in Shower! ‘Unspoiled” 
lower level! Quiet exclusive court w/shared 
greenspace! Mins to hospital, public transit & all 
amenities!

55+ LAND LEASE! 2 BR  
DETACHED BUNGALOW ‘BEAUTY’

905-841-0000

 RICHMOND HILL STONE  
ELEVATOR TO ALL LEVELS / 1.33 AC.

$1,498,888

First time offered by original owner! Finished on 
three levels with indoor elevator, sauna, bright 
walk-out lower level, and in-law suite with 
bedroom! Hardwood floors, cornice moldings, 
French doors, smooth ceilings, upgraded trims! 
Nearby public and private schools.

$2,798,888 $659.900

New provincial funding for the York 
Regional Police will bring 22 further 
closed-circuit television (CCTV) 
cameras to key locations throughout 
York Region, including Aurora.

Newmarket-Aurora MPP Dawn 
Gallagher Murphy announced 

Local celebrities are hard at work perfecting their moves ahead of October 9’s Dancing with the Easter Seals Stars. The event celebrates its tenth 
anniversary this year and organizers and dancers alike are hoping to celebrate the milestone by pushing their fundraising to date over the $1 million 
mark. Pictured here Monday evening at Aurora’s Artisica Ballroom Dance Studio are, clockwise from left, contestants Tracy Smith, Phil Rose, Phiona 
Durrant, and Daniela Altieri. For more, see Page 22. 								             Auroran photo by Brock Weir

MILLION 
DOLLAR 
GOAL
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What’s Happening

The Fall 2025 Program Guide
is available to view online at
aurora.ca/ProgramGuide. Registration is open for 
Recreation and Aquatic programs. View the
interactive guide and click on the code # to register 
online. Pay in-person at the A.F.L.C., S.A.R.C. or A.T.S.

Fall 2025
Program Guide Colours

of Fall
C O N C E R T

A U R O R A ’ S  2 0 2 5

Thursday, October 9

aurora.ca/FallConcert
#ColoursOfFall

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Aurora Town Park, 49 Wells Street

Free community corn roast, pumpkins and carving supplies
will be provided (while quantities last).

Food donations for the Aurora Food Pantry
are greatly appreciated.

Fiddlestix
Fiddlestix blends the energy of a rock concert with Celtic,
Country and Folk music. More than just a band, they deliver
a high-voltage experience that unites generations.

Faves
Fall

�ctober �� � �� a.m. to �� p.m.

Embrace the crisp air and cozy vibes with Fall Faves,

a free, family-friendly event full of autumn magic. 

Story time, smiles & seasonal fun:
aurora.ca/WhatsOn

FallFallFallFallFallFall

FavesFavesFaves

CelebrationDiwali
Octo��r��������to����.�.

Light up the night with free dance,
flavour and festive family fun!

aurora.ca/WhatsOn

Light up the night with free dance,Light up the night with free dance,Light up the night with free dance,Light up the night with free dance,Light up the night with free dance,Light up the night with free dance,
flavour and festive family fun!flavour and festive family fun!flavour and festive family fun!flavour and festive family fun!

aurora.ca/WhatsOn

Aurora Town Hall
100 John West Way, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1
905-727-1375 • info@aurora.ca • aurora.ca

Accessible Formats
905-727-3123 ext. 4212
accessibility@aurora.ca

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition

Featured Artists: Artists of Aurora - Presented by The Royal Rose Gallery
This September, Royal Rose Gallery proudly presents a special exhibition showcasing the creative spirit of first-time 
members of the Aurora Group of Artists. Bringing together a diverse collection of works, this show celebrates fresh 
perspectives and emerging talent within our local arts community. Visitors will experience an inspiring range of 
styles and subjects, reflecting each artist’s unique journey and voice. Join us in supporting and discovering these 
new members as they share their work with the public for the very first time. View in-person at Aurora Town Hall in 
the Skylight Gallery. View online at aurora.ca/SkylightGallery. All work is for sale. Please contact Sarah Reynolds at 
sreynolds@aurora.ca if you are interested in investing and owning a beautiful piece of art.

    

Date        Time               Location               Meeting

Monday, October 6         7 p.m. Holland Room  Heritage Advisory Committee

Tuesday, October 7         9:30 a.m. Newmarket CC  Joint Council Committee (CYFS)

Wednesday, October 8         7 p.m. Holland Room  Accessibility Advisory Committee

Thursday, October 9         7 p.m. Video Conference  Committee of Adjustment

Tuesday, October 14         5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Council Closed Session (if required)

Tuesday, October 14         7 p.m. Council Chambers Committee of the Whole

Wednesday, October 15         7 p.m. School House Mtg Room Aurora Cultural Centre Board

Wednesday, October 15         7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Aurora Public Library Board

Monday, October 20        7 p.m. Holland Room  Environmental Advisory Committee

Tuesday, October 21        5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Financial Advisory Committee

Tuesday, October 21        7 p.m. Council Chambers Public Planning

Thursday, October 23       10 a.m. Video Conference  Aurora Appeal Tribunal/Property
      Standards Committee (if required)

*Committee of the Whole, Public Planning and Council meetings are available to the public in-person and via
live stream on the Town’s YouTube channel.

Council & Committee Meetings

NOTICE BOARD
September 25, 2025

T O W N  O F  A U R O R A

2026 Aquatic Leadership Courses
Aquatic Leadership registration is now open for all 
seasons of our 2026 Aquatic Leadership courses. Full 
details at aurora.ca/AquaticLeadership. Register online 
or pay in-person at the A.F.L.C., S.A.R.C. or A.T.S.

Thanksgiving Day Weekend Holiday 
Schedule – Programs & Activities
Have fun over the holidays! We have programs and 
activities for everyone to enjoy. Visit our Holiday 
Schedules webpage for full details at 
aurora.ca/HolidaySchedules.

October 11 | 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Embrace the crisp air and cozy vibes with Fall Faves,  
a free, family-friendly event full of autumn magic.
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independent living
assisted living 
memory care

More than a Home. A Community

A 55+ Christian Lifestyle Community

BOOK A TOUR TODAY
Contact us at: 

sales@tmoa.ca 
or 905-503-5560

440 William Graham Drive, Aurora

MICHAEL PARSA, MPP
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

905-773-6250
michael.parsaco@pc.ola.org

NATIONAL DAY  
FOR TRUTH AND  
RECONCILIATION
Tuesday, September 30, 2025

National Day for Truth & Reconciliation to be marked  
with community gathering, film screenings and more

September 30 is National Day for 
Truth & Reconciliation and there are 
several opportunities for Aurorans to 
observe this poignant day of  reflection.

A ceremony and community 
gathering will take place this coming 
Tuesday at Mirkopoulos Plateia, 
Aurora Town Square’s outdoor 
gathering space, led by Anishinaabe 
Grandmother Kim Wheatley, Elder 
Pat Floody, Ancestral Knowledge 
Keeper Raiden Levesque, and spoken 
word poet Sarah Lewis.

“This evening gathering focuses on 
remembering the children who did 
not come home, those who lived as 
survivors and their families,” says the 
Town of  Aurora on the observance, 
touching upon those impacted 
by the residential school system. 
“It is important to recognize and 
commemorate the difficult history 
of  residential schools, their ongoing 
legacy, and the trauma experienced by 
so many. This evening will provide the 
opportunity to learn, to have a safe 
space for meaningful reflection, and a 
sacred fire starting at 5.30 p.m.”

Ahead of  National Day for Truth 
& Reconciliation, the Aurora Public 
Library (APL) will host the first of  two 
film screenings on Sunday, September 
28 – Ninan Auassat: We, the Children.

APL describes the film, which was 
shot from a “child’s eye view,” as 
“powerful,” representing the hopes, 
dreams and hardships of  children 
from three different Indigenous 
Nations: Atikamekw, Eeyou Cree and 
Innu.

“This documentary reveals the 
dreams of  a new generation poised to 
take flight.”

The screening will take place in the 
Library’s living room space from 2 – 4 
p.m., and will be followed by a virtual 
screening on National Day for Truth 
& Reconciliation itself  of  The Stand, 
which will be available for streaming 
throughout the day.

“Drawn from more than a hundred 
hours of  archival footage and audio, 
Christopher Auchter’s riveting new 
feature recreates the moment when 
the Haida Nation took a stand for the 
future.”

“We very strongly feel that we 
have an important part to play in 
education for National Day for Truth 
& Reconciliation,” says APL’s Polly 
Ross-Tyrrell. “It’s a very conscious 
decision on our part that we’re open 
on that day so people can come and 
learn and explore. We try to create 
meaningful spaces where people can 
reflect and learn, and where they can 
engage with Indigenous history and 
learning. We want to celebrate it all 
together and explore the meaning 
together.

“It is intimidating and it is sometimes 
hard for us to know how to begin the 

journey of  learning, of  reconciliation, 
and we’re just here to try and make it 
a little easier.”

The programs offered by APL are 
part of  their broader Indigenous 
Teachings program, which 
showcases many Indigenous-related 
programming opportunities and a 
curated list of  Indigenous, Inuit and 
Metis authors whose works can be 
found on APL shelves. 

As part of  the initiative, a Reading 
Challenge featuring these works is an 
ongoing engagement opportunity for 
APL year-round, not just in the lead-
up to September 30.

“We tried to go through multiple 
perspectives because you’ve got Métis 
perspectives which are going to differ 
from First Nations perspectives, 
which are going to differ from Inuit 
perspectives, like they all have such 
unique histories and face completely 
different challenges throughout 
Canada’s history,” says APL’s Shelby 
Brown on bringing the reading list 
together. “You want a broad spectrum 
because Canada’s a big country. We’ve 
got a lot of  different cultures and just 
within the Indigenous communities 
as well, there’s so much that people 
can learn from and so many different 
perspectives.”

The perspectives offered through 
film as well are coming to APL 
courtesy of  the National Film Board 
of  Canada. 

“We wanted a film that we could 
show in person on a weekend, and 
then we wanted a film that could be 
available all day on the actual day 
itself,” says Ross-Tyrrell. “We chose 
Ninan Auassat – We the Children, [as 
our] in-person film. It made me cry 
in the best possible way. It’s a child’s 
point perspective of  the dreams and 
aspirations of  three children of  very 
different Indigenous backgrounds, 
what they think about the world, 
and how they’re going to change the 
world. It’s a really, really moving film. 
The Stand is about a moment that 
many of  us will remember when the 
Haida Nation decided to stand for 
the future and not give up to stand 
for the children who are in the other 
film. We very much hope people will 
join both experiences, because it’s two 
very, very different perspectives. But 
they’re both wonderful films and I 
highly recommend them.”

Both films taken together represent 
the past and the future, she adds, a 
deliberate choice as many people see 
the issues related to National Day 
for Truth & Reconciliation as rooted 
in the past, but they also very much 
inform the future.

“There’s a lot of  people who maybe 
tend to think of  Indigenous people 
as being in the past, and they’re not. 
They’re right here, right now, and 
that’s what the film about the children 
really says,” says Ross-Tyrrell. “I 
want people to connect with the 

people in these films and see that we 
are all human beings with dreams, 
with thoughts of  the future. We may 
be very, very different, nd some of  
the differences are not at all the 
responsibility of  the people who are 
most affected by them, but we’re all 
people hopefully working together for 
there to be a future for the children. 
I want the world to be a good place 
for all of  them and I think both films 
show really clearly that Indigenous 
people are in many ways way ahead 
of  us in thinking about the future 
generations.”

Elsewhere, National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation will be marked 
by the Canadian Mental Health 
Association of  York Region & South 
Simcoe with a screening of  the film 

Walking Through the Fire, by the 
Sultans of  String.

This collaboration of  Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous artist and 
musicians will unspool at Newmarket’s 
NewRoads Performing Arts Centre 
on September 30 at 7 p.m. Doors 
open at 6.30. The free screening will 
be followed by a 30-minute Q&A 
with filmmaker Chris McKhool, 
and Indigenous artists Shannon 
Thunderbird and Marc Meriläinen. 

For more information on the Town of  
Aurora’s community gathering, visit www.
aurora.ca/recreation-arts-and-culture/
specialevents/truth-and-reconciliation. For 
a complete list of  programs as part of  the 
Aurora Public Library’s Indigenous Teachings 
program, visit indigenousteachings.ca. 



 4           THE AURORAN | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2025  A
Machell’s Corners

.

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your  
email to brock@lpcmedia.ca. Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Main number 905-727-3300   
Fax number  905-727-2620

Subscriptions available within Canada and U.S.
email: administration@auroran.com

Founder 
Ron Wallace  

Publisher Emeritus 
Rosemary Schumaker 

EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors  
and letter writers are not necessarily those of  The  
Auroran. Letters must include name and 
phone number, although number will not be  
published. Letters may be edited or refused. All  
contents protected by copyright.

ADVERTISING POLICY
Publisher is not liable for slight changes or  
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of  an  
advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the  
attention of  the publisher prior to the following edition. 

Aurora’s Community Newspaper 

The Auroran Newspaper Company Ltd. 
15213 Yonge Street, Suite 8, Aurora, L4G 1L8 

EDITOR
Brock Weir
brock@lpcmedia.ca

GENERAL MANAGER
Zach Shoub
zach@lpcmedia.ca

TODAYS NEW HOMES
Zach Shoub
zach@lpcmedia.ca

CLASSIFIEDS
905-727-3300 ex.102
cynthiap@lpcmedia.ca

MOTORING
Heather Erwin
heather@caledoncitizen.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Cynthia Proctor
cynthiap@lpcmedia.ca

PHOTOGRAPHY
Glenn Rodger
grodger@rogers.com

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 
Sheila Ogram 
sheila@lpcmedia.ca

ADVERTISING
Zach Shoub
zach@lpcmedia.ca

ADVERTISING
Karen Nemet
karen@lpcmedia.ca

ADVERTISING
Diane Buchanan
diane@auroran.com

Funded by the  
Government  

of Canada

We acknowledge the financial support  
of the Government of Canada

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Celebrating culture  
in Aurora

Region marks  
National Forests Week

High-Octane Words

Brock Weir

BROCK’S
BANTER

The 2021 Census reported that  the 
place of  birth for immigrants in 2021 
was 55.7% in  Asia, 20.7% in Europe, 
16.4% in Americas and 6.8 % in Africa.

The three most common countries 
of  birth for immigrants, other than 
Canada, are India (1.2 million), China 
(830,980), and the Philippines (757,410).

Immigrants often face racism and 
language barriers when trying to 
assimilate into the  Canadian mosaic. 
Canada has responded to these 
problems by providing  educational 
classes such as ESL classes.

The Town has developed “Culture 
Days” to offer art, culture and heritage 
programs.

For example, SOYRA will have 
exhibits of  art at the Town Hall.   The 
Pine Tree Potters Guild will present 
shows at the Aurora Public Library. 
Lastly, there will be music and dance 
programs at the Cultural Centre’s 
Brevik Hall.

The Town of  Aurora is developing 
a Cultural  Action Plan for 2024 to 
2028. There have also been independent 
small businesses  in Aurora, such as 
the Royal Rose Gallery, which has 
developed a month of  cultural and 
community celebration by organizing 
an Italian Heritage Month.

The Multicultural celebrations at the 
Town Park and at the Town Square in 
September illustrated the talents and 
the cultural symbols of  the different 
cultures of  our society.

Jim Jackson
Aurora

On behalf  of  York Regional 
Council and the residents of  The 
Regional Municipality of  York, I am 
proud to recognize National Forest 
Week, taking place from September 
21 to 27, 2025.

Each year, National Forest Week 
is celebrated across Canada to raise 
awareness about our forest heritage 
and the importance of  this valuable 
and renewable resource. Forests are 
fundamental to our economy, culture, 
traditions, history and future. Families, 
communities and individuals depend 
on them for their livelihoods, health 
and way of  life.

This year’s theme, Roots of  
Resilience: From Seed to Canopy, 
highlights the critical role forests play 
in sustaining healthy ecosystems and 
resilient communities. In York Region, 
we are proud to be home to the York 
Regional Forest, spanning more than 
2,600 hectares with 22 public tracts 
and 150 kilometres of  scenic trails, 
including nearly seven kilometres that 
are fully accessible.

The York Regional Forest is a 
source of  pride and a cornerstone 
of  our commitment to sustainability 
through programs like It’s In Our 
Nature – Management Plan for 
the York Regional Forest and York 
Region’s Greening Strategy. These 
efforts ensure the long-term health 
of  our natural environment, while 
offering free access for residents to 
connect with nature every day of  the 
year.

As we celebrate National Forest 
Week, I encourage all residents to take 
time to enjoy our forests and reflect on 
the vital role they play in the health 
of  our communities, our environment 
and our shared future.

To learn more about York Region’s 
forestry programs and events, visit 
york.ca/ForestEvents

Eric Jolliffe 
York Region Chairman and CEO

As a writer, I’ve always been conscious 
of  the power of  words.

It’s a lesson that’s hard to avoid. 
You learn it fairly early on as a kid when 

you find yourself  on the giving or receiving 
end of  a good old “Sticks and stones…” 
lecture when certain words struck a 
certain chord on the playground or in the 
classroom.

If  you’re from a certain generation, 
perhaps your precocious word choice got 
you a mouthful of  Ivory Soap if  what 
you said proved particularly crass or 
controversial.

There are more avenues than ever 
before to learn this valuable lesson. Yet, 
looking back, to hear my mother tell it, 
my first lesson in this regard started off  
in a particularly innocent and potentially 
unavoidable way.

Family lore records a rather ordinary 
visit to a convenience store when I was 
about three years old. Apparently, there 
were a bunch of  much older kids hanging 
out in front of  the shop, shooting the 
breeze, having a good time, and apparently 
using what the Brits sometimes like to call 
“fruity language.”

We went in, got what we set out to get, 
and went home. End of  story.

But not quite.
A short time later, my mom asked me 

to do something that has been lost to the 
midst of  time. Evidently, however, it was 
something I didn’t want to do because, 
despite my age, my response was “F____ 
off !”

I guess there’s something to the adage 
of  “little pitchers have big ears” because, 
when the initial surprise wore off  and she 
had the wherewithal to ask where I had 
picked up such a word, my simple response 
was, “At Becker’s!”

I guess the store was serving up more 
than dairy that day and I wanted to milk it 
before it was too late! 

Her reaction was a curious mix of  
surprise and slight annoyance and, in 
hindsight, more than a couple of  snickers 
she tried to hide. That melange underscored 
from that early point that words can indeed 
make an impact, depending on how you 
use them.

I’m not going to lie and say that the 
lesson was so powerful I never swore again 
– nobody who knows me would be able to 
keep a straight face if  they read any words 
of  mine suggesting it – but, in addition to 
the power words hold, it also instilled a 
curiosity in how simple combinations of  
letters can be so divisive.

There is one word, an adjective that 
has sadly been directed over the years at 
certain individuals or groups thereof, that 
was rightly, in my view, consigned to the 

historical dustbin as an inappropriate relic 
of  a bygone era. Yet, in certain groups, it has 
sadly made an alarming and astonishing 
comeback.

I like to push back on it whenever it flies 
out of  the lips of  someone with whom I’m 
conversing. When I do so, I can sometimes 
see the speaker’s back straighten just slightly 
as they really lean in and try to justify it, 
with varying degrees of  anger at being 
called out or pleasure at knowing that what 
they said got under someone’s skin.

A common refrain in this situation is, 
“I can say what I want!” as if  that was 
the proverbial hill they wanted to die on. 
Yet, when I reply that I too can say what 
I want, and that was it, it’s often met with 
astonishment and confusion that speech 
and the freedom thereof  can be a two-way 
street. Who knew!

I’m writing this on Tuesday morning 
with just hours to go before comedian 
Jimmy Kimmel is due to return to the 
airwaves on his eponymous late-night 
show after what has been, I think we can 
all agree, a week that has prompted many 
to take a deeper dive into what freedom of  
speech and expression means in this highly-
polarized day and age.

“Last Wednesday, we made the decision 
to suspend production on the show to 
avoid further inflaming a tense situation 
at an emotional moment for our country,” 
said The Walt Disney Company on 
Monday, explaining its decision to reinstate 
Jimmy Kimmel Live! “It’s a decision we 
made because some of  the comments 
were ill-timed and thus insensitive. We 
have spent the last days having thoughtful 
conversations with Jimmy and, after those 
conversations, we reached the decision to 
return the show on Tuesday.”

It will be interesting to see what the 
results of  these “thoughtful conversations” 
might be this evening, and, indeed, whether 
his monologue will throw water or gasoline 
on last week’s embers. Will he apologize 

for his words, double down on sharing his 
perspective, or walk a delicate tightrope 
down the middle?

Whichever way you slice it, he’s in an 
unenviable position.

And whether you agree or disagree with 
his comments, the debate that has taken 
place since his suspension has, I believe, 
been a valuable one.

Regardless of  where you might fall on 
the political spectrum, there seems to have 
been a collective wake-up call on just how 
precious freedom of  speech and expression 
is and has always been – but also how 
fragile it is, how it can be snatched away, 
how it can be undermined by the usual 
suspects, and, as evidenced last week, some 
surprising ones as well.

It has also caused many people to 
consider the words Kimmel used, evaluated 
them against the facts, and come to, one 
can only hope, an informed view point.

One can also only hope that some have 
also embraced the idea that while freedom 
of  speech and expression is of  the utmost 
importance, it needn’t be a free-for-all and 
the words that you use can have the power 
to hurt and cause harm.

My mother, as a woman who embraces 
“fruity language” herself  and really had no 
real ground to stand on feigning offence 
when I dropped my first “F-bomb” 
(without even knowing what an F-bomb 
was, mind you) brushed it off  pretty easily 
– but I can only imagine it’s a bit more of  
a challenge when one is on the receiving 
end of  an outmoded, ridiculous, and 
inflammatory term that has been taken 
out of  that historical dustbin and given a 
spit-polish out of, at best, ignorance, or, at 
worst, malice.

Freedom of  speech and expression, as 
mentioned above, cuts both ways. No one 
person or group has the monopoly on it, 
but without being conscious of  the words 
we use, and how we use them, it can be 
more fragile than we’d ever like to think.

THANK YOU
I’d just like to end this week’s column 

by thanking all those who took the time to 
reach out last week with birthday wishes. 
It was heartening to hear from so many 
of  you and it made turning forty all the 
sweeter. Thanks also to the anonymous 
individual who sent in a very generously-
loaded coffee gift card. While it’s getting 
harder and harder to find genuine milk 
from Becker’s to brighten up the coffee a 
little bit, rest assured it will be well-used, 
whoever you are, and, as autumn has now 
officially arrived, I’m thinking something 
in the pumpkin spice family might hit the 
spot. Wait, that too is a divisive choice. But, 
if  you disapprove of  my beverage choice, I 
hope you defend my right to drink it!
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DIALOGUE  
WITH DAWN

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

GETTING  
THINGS DONE

Last month, I shared with you a tip 
about waking up earlier to start the 
day with more calm and focus. Well, 
I put it into practice—and on the 
days I managed (when there weren’t 
late-night events in the community!), 
it worked incredibly well. That extra 
time in the morning gave me a chance 
to gather my thoughts, prepare for 
the day ahead, and even enjoy a 
little quiet before the hustle began. 
Sometimes it’s the small habits that 
make the biggest difference.

Speaking of  making a difference, 
I am very proud to share some 
important news about community 
safety in Aurora. In March of  2024, 
at my first Community Safety Town 
Hall, residents told me that more 
CCTV cameras were needed to 
help deter crime and improve safety 
in our neighbourhoods. I took that 
feedback to Queen’s Park, and now I 
am thrilled to announce that Ontario 
is investing $255,000 through the 
Ontario Closed Circuit Television 
(CCTV) Grant Program to support 
York Regional Police. This funding 
will allow police to expand and 
upgrade video surveillance systems 
across the region—helping to prevent, 

investigate, and deter serious crimes 
such as gang activity, drug trafficking, 
and human trafficking. Community 
safety is the foundation of  strong, 
thriving neighbourhoods, and I will 
always advocate for the tools we need 
to keep Aurora safe.

Another area where our 
government is delivering results is 
health care. I recently joined the 
Southlake Academic Family Health 
Team to announce $848,500 in new 
funding, which will connect up to 
2,500 residents in Newmarket–Aurora 
with primary care. This investment 
means more nurse practitioners and 
interprofessional health providers 
working right here in our community. 
It’s part of  Ontario’s Primary Care 
Action Plan, which will create over 
300 new primary care teams across 
the province, ensuring that everyone 
has access to a family doctor, nurse 
practitioner, or primary care team by 
2029. Access to health care close to 
home is vital, and I am proud that our 
government continues to strengthen 
these services for families.

Looking ahead, another issue 
that impacts every single one of  us 
is energy security. Ontario recently 
hosted the Connecting Canada – 
Building an Energy Superpower 
Summit, where provinces and 
territories came together to discuss 
building a clean and reliable energy 
future. A key part of  this is nuclear 
power—something Ontario has been 
a leader in for decades. Nuclear 
energy is clean, affordable, and 
reliable, and it will play a central 
role in meeting the growing demand 
for electricity. By expanding our 
nuclear capacity, Ontario is not only 
securing its own energy future but 
also positioning itself  as a supplier 
of  clean power across Canada. This 
means jobs, investment, and long-
term energy security for families and 
businesses here at home.

As we move into October, I 
want to take a moment to wish you 
and your loved ones a very Happy 
Thanksgiving. May it be a time of  
joy, gratitude, and connection. And 
as always, remember that my office is 
here for you. Whether it’s a question, 
a concern, or an idea, we are only a 
call or email away.

Waste Not
The fall colours may be starting to 

catch the attention of  local residents, 
but it seems it’s trash that is on people’s 
minds these days.

Down in Toronto, word is that 
of  all of  the waste put daily into the 
city’s 10,500 public bins, much of  it 
into compartments clearly labeled 
“recycle”, none of  it actually gets 
recycled.

This may explain the other big news 
item from the city, that the landfill 
near London where it deposits all its 
trash is quickly filling up and will need 
expanding or replacing within 10 
years.

That’s not an issue for Aurora, as its 
garbage is incinerated at the Durham 
York Energy Centre in Courtice. 

However, Aurora is still conducting 
a waste collection review, with an open 
house September 24, at which folks 
were set to be asked what’s working and 
what could be improved for the areas 
of  waste and organics disposal, which 
are the responsibility of  the Town.  

For those who missed it there is a 
survey available online in which they 
can provide feedback. Interestingly, 
the majority of  the survey consists 
of  questions regarding the potential 
introduction of  automated waste 
pickup in Aurora and the rest of  the 
Northern 6 communities.

This is not a surprise as Aurora is 
getting automated pickup starting 
January 1 for our Blue Box program, 
which is not a responsibility of  the 
Town, but of  a group called Circular 
Materials, which in 2026 will begin 
collecting recycling across Ontario.  

This will result in changes that will 
impact all Aurorans. First, our current 
smaller blue bins, which have about 
a 14-gallon capacity, will be replaced 
with 95-gallon wheeled carts. This 
will allow them to be picked up in 
mechanically by the garbage trucks, 
eliminating the need for waste staff  to 
empty the bins by hand into the trucks.

Note that you may need to do a bit 
or reorganizing, as understandably a 
bin almost 7 times as large as the one 
you have now will take up a bigger 
footprint in your garage. If  the Town 
also adopts this method for waste 
pickup, the separate blue and waste 
bins may take up so much space that 
you’ll need to start parking your car on 
the street.

Perhaps that explains the parking 
review the Town is also conducting 
right now.

The other recycling process change 
we’ll all need to get used to is that 
because the new bigger bins hold so 
much, pickup will go from weekly to 
every two weeks.

Hopefully, the lids seal really tightly 
to keep smells in when temperatures 
climb into the upper 30s for long 
stretches next summer.

A final waste-related subject that 
is on folks’ minds these days is the 
Annual Fall Community Cleanup. 
Being held the morning of  Saturday 
September 27, this will see volunteers 
spreading out across Town picking up 
debris from our parks and other public 
spaces.

It inevitably results in hundreds 
of  bags of  garbage and many 
miscellaneous oversized pieces 
(furniture, shopping carts, tires, street 
signs, etc.) being picked up across 
Town. Many thanks in advance to 
those who are volunteering for this.

As for the new recycling program 
and waste review, I’ll be curious to see 
where this all ends up. But I guess at 
the least to keep ahead of  things I’d 
better start clearing some additional 
space in the garage.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

The Aurora Museum & Archives is commemorating...
The 100th anniversary of the Aurora War Memorial

The last contingent to go to the Great War from Aurora, October 1917. Aurora Museum & Archives (2006.1.1) 
In 1914, Aurora was home to just 2,000 people. The loss of 24 local men in the First World War was devastating. Nearby King Township mourned 
44, and Whitchurch, including Stouffville, lost 33. These were tight-knit communities and every death was personal. Soldiers departed to cheers and 
brass bands, but the excitement quickly faded. Mechanized warfare brought staggering loss, and grief settled over towns like a heavy fog. After the 
war, communities looked for ways to honour those who had died, and building memorials became an important part of helping people cope with the 
terrible impact of the First World War.

Note: As we near the 100th Anniversary of the Aurora War Memorial and Remembrance Day, we’ll be regularly sharing excerpts from our exhibition 
In Their Memory: The Story of the Aurora-Whitchurch-King War Memorial, now on view at Peace Park. Join us at the Aurora War Memorial on Friday, 
October 3 at 5:30 p.m. for the 100th Anniversary Ceremony and Re-dedication, followed by a reception at the Aurora Legion.

INSIDE AURORA
Scott Johnston

What a day!
Last week, the 2025 Aurora Mayor’s 

Charity Golf  Classic took place and 
it was a huge success — a perfect 
September day of  golf, laughs, and 
most importantly, giving back to our 
community.

I’m excited to share that together we 
raised over $60,000!

That money will go right back into 
our community — supporting local 
not-for-profits, community groups, and 
even individuals here in Aurora who 
could use a helping hand.

A big thank you to the organizing 

committee for once again putting on 
an incredible event, and to everyone 
who came out and supported — your 
generosity makes all the difference.

Shoutout as well to our amazing local 
businesses — Wicked Eats Kitchen + 
Bar, Food In Motion, Duke’s Castle 
Barbershop, Sweet Dutchess Kitchen 
+ Cafe, Casa Carbone, Aurora 
Whiskey Society, Cigar Vault Inc, 
Athletify, Serpa Automotive, Slabtown 

Armoury— and, of  course, St. 
Andrews Valley Golf  Club for being 
such great hosts.

Thanks also to GIP — from the 
cannon to the beverage cart — and 
to Glenn Rodger Photography and 
Lynnette from Neighbour Aurora for 
capturing the day so perfectly.

This event is all about what makes 
Aurora so special — community, 
connection, and supporting each other.

Thank you again to everyone who 
made this year’s Charity Golf  Classic 
such a success. Can’t wait to see you all 
again next year.
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CCUUSSTTOOMM  NEW KITCHENS NEW KITCHENS 
CABINET REFACINGCABINET REFACING
BATHROOMS • STONE COUNTERTOPSBATHROOMS • STONE COUNTERTOPS
BAR UNITS • CLOSETSBAR UNITS • CLOSETS

30YearsYears

PROUDLY SERVING PROUDLY SERVING 
THE GTA FOR OVERTHE GTA FOR OVER

10% OFF New Kitchens

15% OFF Refacing

20% OFF Stone Counters 
*If purchased with a new kitchen 

or Cabinet Refacing 

Sunday, September 28th • 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

Riverwalk Commons 
200 Doug Duncan Drive, Newmarket

You’re Invited  
4THANNUAL 

COMMUNITY BBQ

Join us for a complimentary BBQ — a fun-filled family 
event with great food, entertainment, and great company!

 905-853-9889 

Dawn.GallagherMurphy@pc.ola.org

dawngallaghermurphy   MurphyGallagher  
 Dawn Gallagher Murphy

DAWN GALLAGHER MURPHY
MPP for Newmarket–Aurora

Building Our Community Together

with St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
and was Cemetery Board Chair 
and instrumental in publishing their 
newsletter – The St. Paul’s Chronicle.

“Though we grieve his loss, we 
also celebrate his legacy: a legacy 
of  public service, commitment and 
compassion. His example reminds us 
of  the importance of  putting people 
first, listening to every voice and 
working together with humility for 
the greater good.”

Timpson was Aurora’s youngest-
elected Mayor when he first topped 
the polls in 1977.

He emphasized the power of  
teamwork when he donned Mayoral 

Timpson served as Mayor from 1977 – 1982
Chains for the first time, and he 
underscored that once again in his 
final inaugural speech as Mayor in 
1980, an election in which he ran 
uncontested.

“Personally, I want to thank the 
electorate of  the Town of  Aurora 
for the confidence it has shown in 
handling of  the Town’s affairs over 
the past two years by allowing me 
an acclamation,” he told his Council 
colleagues at the inaugural meeting 
of  the newly-elected Council on 
December 3, 1980. “I consider the 
acclamation to be an indication that 
the electorate is satisfied with the 
actions of  Council, and I can only 
promise, personally, that I will do my 
best in the next two years to continue 
to deal with our Town’s business to 
the best of  my ability.

“In previous inaugural addresses, 
I have said that ‘Government is the 
vehicle by which citizens achieve 
their desires through the actions of  
their elected representatives.’ There 
is no better way to be able to identify 
those desires than to be involved 
actively in an election campaign 
where one is meeting a very large 
number of  the general public. When 
one has received an acclamation in 
an election in which there were few, 
if  any, real issues, it is more difficult 
to learn first-hand just exactly what 
people are thinking; thus, one has to 
look at circumstantial events in order 
to gain some insight indirectly.

“One such event that must be 

considered is the fact that those 
incumbent Councillors who chose to 
seek re-election did very well in the 
electoral process. To me, this means 
that I, if  I can call myself  the Captain 
of  the Good Ship Aurora, must do 
my best with the teamwork of  good 
crew members, or Councillors, to 
continue to direct the future of  our 
Town in the same heading, more or 
less, as has been followed in the four 
years I have served as Mayor. This, I 
assure you, will be done.”

Looking back at his previous term 
as Mayor, he said it was hallmarked 
by “the spirit of  coordination, rather 
than confrontation” and the fruits 
of  that teamwork could be seen all 
around Town.

“No person exists as an island 
alone,” he concluded. “We, as 
members of  Council, need the 
support and understanding of  each 
other, as well as the constructive 
comments of  approval or disapproval 
of  the general public whom we 
represent.”

In the days following Timpson’s 
passing, past colleagues and today’s 
leaders also paid tribute. 

“George Timpson’s years of  public 
service, both as Mayor and as a long-
serving Councillor, were marked 
by dedication, integrity and a deep 
commitment to his community,” said 
York Regional Chair Eric Jolliffe in 
a statement. “He played a vital role 
in shaping the Town of  Aurora and 
contributing to the work of  York 

Mayor George Timpson           
Town of Aurora photo

Region, always focused on listening 
to the people he served and working 
collaboratively for the greater good. 
His leadership and commitment will 
be remembered and acknowledged 
for years to come.”

Former Aurora mayor Tim Jones, 
who was first elected to Council while 
Timpson was Mayor, remembered 
his predecessor as “dedicated to the 
job.”

“I know he lived every hour of  it,” 
said Jones. “He aspired to greater 
things, trying to unseat our Provincial 
member the day, Bill Hodgson. I did 
his nomination speech in my first 
year of  politics and I was scared 
silly! Unfortunately, he was soundly 
beaten for the nomination by Bill, 
who subsequently lost the election.

“George saw Aurora through some 
fast growth and I remember he and 
[mayoral predecessor] Evelyn Buck 
getting into some great debates! I 
will value George for his support 
and friendship through my political 
career.”

“No person exists as an island 
alone. We, as members of Council, 
need the support and understanding 

of each other, as well as the 
constructive comments of approval 

or disapproval of the general 
public whom we represent.”
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Provincial funding helps YRP bring 22 more  
CCTV cameras to York Region

$255,000 in funding at the YRP’s 
Aurora headquarters on Monday 
morning, noting the cameras are 
intended to “protect the community 
against crime and the threat of  gun 
and gang violence.”

Funding will allow for the placement 
of  22 cameras in addition to the 
16 that were installed by the York 
Regional Police last year.

The cameras will be equipped with 
licence plate-reading technology that 
will be used to identify stolen vehicles 
on York Region roads.

“We all know that the safety of  our 
neighborhoods is the foundation of  
a strong, thriving community. When 
people feel safe in their homes, on 
their streets, and in their workplaces, 
our entire community flourishes,” said 
MPP Gallagher Murphy. “In March 
of  2024, I held my first community 
safety town hall here in Aurora. One 
of  the messages from the community 
was loud and clear: the need for more 
CCTV cameras to be strategically 
positioned in the community to 
increase safety. That is why I am so 

pleased to announce today that our 
government is investing $255,000 
through the… CCTV Grant Program 
to support York Regional Police. This 
funding will help extend and upgrade 
video surveillance systems across the 
Region, providing officers with the 
tools they need to better prevent, 
investigate and deter serious crimes, 
including guns and gang violence, drug 
trafficking, and human trafficking.

“Through initiatives like this, our 
government is making sure that police 
services have the resources they need 
to keep pace with the evolving threats 
and to continue the outstanding work 
they do every day to protect the people 
of  York Region.”

The CCTV Grant Program, she 
noted, was launched by the Provincial 
Government in 2020 as part of  
Ontario’s Guns, Gangs, and Violence 
Reduction Strategy. 

YRP Deputy Chief  Paulo Da Silva 
said Monday’s announcement marked 
“an important step in making York 
Region safer through new technology 
and strong partnerships.”

Placement of  the cameras 

throughout York Region is determined 
by a “data-driven approach” that will 
have the “greatest impact on public 
safety” and new technology being 
rolled out by partners at Axon Fleet 
will be able to identify the licence 
plates of  stolen vehicles “in real time” 
allowing Police to move quickly “and 
make arrests before criminals can 
commit their next offense.”

“We know stolen vehicles are often 
linked to other serious crimes – home 
invasions, car hijackings, robberies 
and thefts. This new technology gives 
our officers a powerful new tool to 
stop these crimes before they happen,” 
said Da Silva. “We have already seen 
success. Compared to last year, we 
have seen a reduction in violent crime 
within a 1 km area of  CCTV locations 
by more than 6 per cent.

“The message is clear for criminals: 
if  you come here with a stolen vehicle, 
we will find you and arrest you. We 
have heard overwhelming support 
from our residents at town halls and 
community safety meetings. People 
want us to leverage CCTV to keep our 
neighbourhood safe. With this funding 

and this technology, we are better 
equipped to detect, deter and arrest 
those who commit crime, helping us 
protect our community and better 
serve the people of  York Region.”

The investment in CCTV cameras 
was hailed by Ontario Solicitor 
General Michael Kerzner in a 
statement.

“CCTV surveillance systems are 
an important part of  local police 
work to detect, prevent, and deter 
criminal activity, especially in areas 
of  gun and gang violence and other 
serious crimes,” he said. “Through 
this grand program, our government 
led by Premier Ford is ensuring police 
services have the tools and resources 
they need to help protect their 
communities and keep Ontarians 
safe.”

Among the locations where CCTV 
cameras have been and will be installed 
are Yonge Street at Wellington Street, 
and Yonge Street at Dunning Avenue.

York Regional Police Deputy Chief Paulo Da Silva and Newmarket-Aurora MPP Dawn Gallagher Murphy are pictured at Monday’s announcement. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Reimbursement program explored  
for winter windrow pilot

Efforts to extend Aurora’s pilot windrow 
snow removal program into the 2025-
2026 winter season continue as Council 
explores a reimbursement program 
for eligible residents who hire a private 
service.

That was a recommendation going into 
this month’s Committee of  the Whole 
meeting from Matthew Volpintesta, 
Manager of  Parks & Fleet. In his report, 
Volpintesta recommended Council 
greenlight a pilot financial assistance 
program offering reimbursement to 
eligible residents, but Council held off  
making a decision pending potential 
further funding models.

“A financial assistance model is a 
precedented option to help seniors and 
residents with disabilities cover snow 
removal costs while delivering a program 
which reduces risk and offers greater 
user satisfaction,” said Volpintesta in 
his report, noting that such a model is 
currently used by East Gwillimbury and 
beyond York Region. “Under this model, 
a resident would secure their own private 
contractor and provide proof  of  service 
to the municipality at the end of  the 
season to qualify for the grant.

“To minimize financial uncertainty 
to the Operating Budget, this program 
could be implemented with a participant 
cap. For example, a cap of  500 residents, 
at $150 per address, would result in a 
maximum program cost to the Town of  

$75,000. On average, private contracting 
services are estimated at $15 - $20 per 
event, which would be around $120 total 
if  measured for the eight events that were 
incurred last season.”

Looking at last year’s numbers, had 
such a model been put in place ahead 
of  the winter of  2024-2025, costs to the 
Town would have been $76,600 to cover 
the program versus the actual $91,154.

Should Council adopt it, the report 
noted residents would be able to 
customize the service to best suit their 
needs, but lawmakers expressed doubts 
that private contractors would take on 
clients to solely tackle the windrows.

“I would gather that for the cost of  
someone to have a private contractor 
come in and clear a driveway and a 
windrow is probably between $800 
and $1,500 a driveway just in today’s 
market. If  we were to subsidize that, it 
would actually put the residents in a 
worse economic situation,” said Ward 2 
Councillor Rachel Gilliland.

While she said the recommendation 
was not a bad one, there was “a lot 
more work to be done to explore 
that” including the exploration of  
partnerships, and issuing an RFP with 
a private company so the Town can 
ensure a subsidized rate and residents 
aren’t “taken advantage of.” 

“It would be kind of  an exclusive 
external company that would provide 
this service to where individuals could 
qualify for that subsidy program, so 
I do think there is some potential 
there, but I’m just not really quite sure 
what this looks like. I honestly don’t 
know if  we’re ready for that type of  
partnership at this stage where we are 
in the season…. I don’t want to leave 
people on the hook at the last minute 
now. I know companies are already 
taking bookings for their winter season 
now, and it would be leaving a lot of  
people on the hook, not knowing how 
to budget themselves for the season, 
knowing that this pilot project is here.”

The Councillor put forward an 

alternative included in the report which 
would carry on with much of  last year’s 
pilot program as it was, but with an 
increased program fee of  $250 – but, 
she said, this figure was still too high for 
seniors and individuals with disabilities.

Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese said 
he agreed a subsidization program 
could see abuse, but said he wanted 
to explore ways to make the windrow 
removal program cost-neutral to 
taxpayers.

“I don’t know why a lot of  our 
taxpayers who take care of  their homes 
and maintain their homes correctly 
should be on the hook for other people, 
unless they are disabled and can prove 
that, and they are financially disabled 
and can prove that,” he said, noting 
staff  exercise “due diligence” to make 
sure the program is being used only by 
those eligible. 

“I think that our taxpayers would 
be quite happy to help the most 
vulnerable in our community. Nobody 
wants to see a medical circumstance…. 
I am more interested in the revenue-
neutral nature of  this because I believe 
that homeowners should be taking 
responsibility for their home if  they’re 
financially able and physically able to 
do it, and it shouldn’t be subsidized by 
other taxpayers who are doing their 
own job.”

Ward 3 Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
suggested the subsidy program could 
have potential in Aurora, but preferred 
a model where the Town would provide 
eligible residents with a list of  potential 
contractors in an effort to reduce some 
of  the guesswork for seniors.

“I think it’s worth a pilot program for 
one year,” she said. “Unfortunately, it’s 
all about the money and I’m sorry to 
anybody who is listening or [reading] 
the article that might be reported on 
this, but we need people to share with 
us the cost for us to do it. How much 
they have to share, we’ve been debating 
that, but I wouldn’t mind trying this 
model and see if  it works.”

A $746,000 investment in survival 
training for Ontario’s firefighters was 
announced by the Province of  Ontario at 
the Chief  Ian Laing Headquarters of  the 
Central York Fire Services on Wednesday 
by Minister of  Labour, Immigration, 
Training and Skills Development David 
Piccini.

The investment will go to the Ontario 
Professional Firefighters Association 
(OPFFA) to “help ensure Ontario’s 
frontline heroes are equipped with the skills 
and tools they need to keep communities, 
and themselves, safe.

“Since its launch in 2021, Ontario has 
invested $1.5 billion through the Skills 
Development Fund Training Stream and 
Capital Stream to help train more than 
one million workers,” said the Province of  
Ontario in a statement. “As announced in 
the 2025 Budget: A Plan to Protect Ontario, 
the government is investing $1 billion more 
through the Skills Development Fund over 
the next three years, bringing the total 
to $2.5 billion, to support key industrial 
sectors and help train even more workers.”

Minister Piccini noted the Province will 
“always stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the brave men and women who have our 
backs when we need it the most.”

“By investing in advanced survival 
training, we’re protecting our firefighting 
heroes by providing them with the skills 
they need to stay safe in the most dangerous 
scenarios,” he said.

The funding announcement was greeted 
warmly by leaders at the Provincial and 
Municipal levels of  government, including 
local MPPs Dawn Gallagher Murphy 
(Newmarket-Aurora) and Michael Parsa 
(Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill).

“Our firefighters put their lives on the 
line every day to protect families across 
Ontario,” said Gallagher Murphy in a 
statement. “By investing in advanced 
survival training through the Skills 
Development Fund, our government is 
equipping these brave men and women 
with the tools they need to stay safe while 
safeguarding our communities.”

Added Parsa: “Our government is proud 
to invest in Ontario’s firefighters through 
the Skills Development Fund to ensure 
they have access to the crucial training 

Support for firefighter survival 
training announced at CYFS 
headquarters

Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.

19
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9
4
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C
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Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333
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Since 1842     Newmarket, ON  

It’s belonging to a warm and welcoming school community that 
supports your child every step of the way through their academic 
journey. It’s a place where students are encouraged to discover 
who they are as individuals, and are guided to identify what they 
are passionate about so that they can thrive as values-based 
decision makers. 

It’s developing students into innovative, courageous and 
compassionate global citizens who go beyond theory and take 
action to make change. It’s instilling in our students an ability and 

 in the world and leave the 
community better than they found it. It’s more than a school – it’s a 
community. Find your place at PC.

 
Register: www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

“Our three children 

both academically 

and personally. 

The small class 

sizes, combined 

with the focus on 

academics and 

building people of 

good character has 

made our decision 

to join the Pickering 

College community 

one of the best 

decisions of our life.  

This community 

is truly a special 

place.” 

-PC Parent

What sets a Pickering College 
education apart? 

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, October 18, 2025

10:00 a.m.    JK to Grade 5 families 
11:00 a.m.    Sphere Program (Grades 4 & 5)
1:00 p.m.    Grade 6 to 12 families 
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If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may find that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you find the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-inflammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
efficient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, inflammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a  
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased flexibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
efficacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many 
sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

Advertorial

Northridge Community Church, 
the local hub for the Salvation Army, 
offered maritime flavour on Thursday 
evening as they hosted a traditional 
Newfoundland Kitchen Party – and 
more than 150 people raised tens of  
thousands for local mental health 
programs in the process.

The Salvation Army’s headquarters 
on Leslie Street, just north of  
Wellington, was practically packed to 

the gills on September 18, as attendees 
enjoyed traditional Newfoundland 
food, live music courtesy of  Off  the 
Rock, a tribute to Great Big Sea, and 
lined up to kiss the cod and be sworn in 
as honourary Newfoundlanders.

As the Kitchen Party was an alcohol-
free affair, Purity Syrup subbed in for 
the high-octane rum that is part and 
parcel of  the Screeching In ceremony. 
If  kissing the cod wasn’t your thing, 
there were still plenty of  fun to be had 
– including a chance to play the spoons 
along with the band, indulge in some 

retail therapy, and learn more about 
the Salvation Army’s work in Canada’s 
most easterly province.

All told, the event raised an estimated 
$23,774 for Northridge’s community 
mental health programs.

Welcoming guests to the Kitchen 
Party were Northridge lead pastors Fred 
and Carolyn Reid.

Fred, who hails from Newfoundland, 
gave attendees a run-down of  why 
they were there through humour – 
leading guests in a brief  lesson in the 
nuances of  “Newfie” slang. 

“A kitchen party is where the best 
stories are told, where the best music 
gets played, and where everyone 
leaves with a full heart and a full 
belly,” said Fred. “Tonight, we’re here 
for more than a good time. This is a 
fundraiser for the mental health work 
and programming that we offer here 
at Northridge Community Church. 
We believe that mental health matters 
and, with your participation tonight, 
joining in the music and bidding on 
the silent auction, sharing in the food 
and the community that we foster 
in this place, you are helping us to 

continue to offer hope and care and 
support to those who need it most.”

Carolyn noted Salvation Army 
Northridge offers subsidized mental 
health support in York Region “to 
the tune of  over $130,000 annually,” 
which equates to more than 1,400 
individual mental health support 
sessions each year, in addition to 
hundreds of  hours of  group support 
sessions as well.”

“What our mental health team 
is able to do here, because of  your 
partnership, because of  the funds that 
we receive in our community, is to 
meet that great need that we see across 
York Region,” Fred added. “Thank 
you very much for partnering with us 
through your attendance, through your 
generosity, and through your support 
this evening of  this wonderful cause.

“There’s another phrase that we have 
[and] it’s one we use to really convey 
a sense of  blessing on one another, 
a sense of, ‘Boy, I hope you really do 
well,’ and it’s fitting that at sort of  the 
end of  my time here [this evening] 
that I would say it over twice: long 
may your big jib draw.”

Kitchen Party helps raise more than $23,000  
for local mental health programs

(LEFT) Off the Rock kept audiences entertained at Thursday night’s Newfoundland Kitchen Party, held at the Salvation Army’s Northridge Community Church to support their community mental health 
programs. (RIGHT) Pastor Fred Reid, a native of Newfoundland himself, led the crowd in a lesson on island slang.						                 Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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When it comes to tackling any project, having the 

right tools can make a huge difference. With more 

than 14,000 types of equipment available for rent, 

Sunbelt Rentals is here to help you Make It Happen. 
Easily reserve what you need online or by phone. 

Long weekend special, pick up on Friday and 

return Tuesday for a one and a half day rental 

charge. Some conditions may apply. Don’t know 

exactly what you need? Let our team help. 

800-667-9328 or sunbeltrentals.com

WE BRING MORE “YES” 
TO YOUR PROJECT

905-503-9505 | DelmanorAurora.com
25 BUTTERNUT RIDGE TRAIL, AURORA

BOOK YOUR TOUR TODAY!

APARTMENT LIVING, INDEPENDENT LIVING,
ASSISTED LIVING AND SHORT TERM STAYS.

Art lights up our brains and ignites action
BY DAVID SUZUKI

When we think of  solutions to the 
climate and biodiversity crises, we often 
imagine technologies, government policies 
or new infrastructure. But sometimes the 
most powerful tools are far older and 
more human: stories, songs, images and 
performances. Art doesn’t just decorate 
our world; it shapes how we see it.

Neuroscience offers evidence for this. 
When we encounter art — whether it’s 
a painting, dance, music or story — our 
brains engage networks tied to emotion, 
memory and empathy. Studies have 
found that aesthetic experiences activate 
the brain’s reward system, much like food, 
exercise, hobbies, spending time in nature 
and social connection. Experiencing art 
literally lights up our neural pathways, 
making us more open to new ideas and 
more likely to activate them.

That matters when it comes to rewilding 
— restoring ecosystems and their processes 
and reconnecting people with the natural 
world. Too often, conservation discussions 
rely on numbers and warnings. But facts 
alone don’t always move people. Art is an 
affecting way to bridge the gap between 
data and action.

That’s why the David Suzuki 
Foundation and Rewilding magazine 
launched the Rewilding Arts Prize. This 
national prize celebrates artists in Canada 
whose work reimagines our relationship 
with nature and community. The 
inaugural prize, launched in 2022, drew 
more than 550 applications. The winners’ 
work spans textiles, sculpture, installation, 
photography and sound. It’s on view at the 
Canadian Museum of  Nature in Ottawa 
until October 2025 and is the first major 

exhibition in Canada devoted entirely to 
rewilding-themed art.

Walking through the museum, 
you arrive at Amanda McCavour’s 
embroidered garden of  500 poppies 
suspended above, fragile yet immersive, 
transforming the gallery into a rewilded 
ecosystem of  thread and brilliant colour.

Natasha Lavdovsky’s moss and lichen–
inspired work blurs the line between art 
and science, inviting us to see rewilding 
as a partnership with often overlooked 
organisms that stitch ecosystems together. 
Amber Sandy’s birchbark and hide 
works honour Indigenous knowledge 
and relationships with the land, rewilding 
cultural connections alongside ecological 
ones.

These works aren’t just beautiful; they 
also change how we perceive the natural 
world and how we imagine rewilding our 
communities.

Science backs up what visitors feel. An 
abundance of  research shows that nature-
themed art and place-based aesthetic 
experiences can strengthen ecological 
identity and inspire stewardship. Art 
grounded in environmental contexts 
nurtures empathy, deepens our 
connection with nature and motivates pro-
environmental attitudes and behaviours.

In other words, art doesn’t just make us 
think; it makes us care, and caring leads 
to action.

A 2025 study shows that strengthening 
human-nature connectedness is essential 
to addressing climate change and 
biodiversity loss, and art is uniquely 
positioned to catalyze that bond.

An earlier study, from 2024, notes that 
environmental professionals often point to 
artworks that shaped or reinforced their 

values. Psychologists even describe the 
“awesome solution” — art that ignites 
the strongest emotional and cognitive 
responses, opening people to new 
perspectives and action. Art doesn’t just 
reflect our world; it can help us reimagine 
it and move us to protect it.

The Rewilding Arts Prize was built on 
this understanding. By elevating artists 
who draw attention to the fragility and 
resilience of  ecosystems, we’re helping 
shift culture. And culture change is at the 
heart of  environmental progress. Laws 
and policies may set the framework, but 
people need to envision different ways of  
living. Art opens that door.

This fall, the David Suzuki Foundation 
is launching the second round of  the 
Rewilding Arts Prize.

Through November 18, artists from 
throughout Canada can apply. Five 
winners will each receive $2,000 and 
join the Rewilding Arts Collective — a 

growing network of  artists advancing 
ecological awareness through creative 
practice.

Alongside the prize, there will be a 
Toronto art show, a panel in Montreal 
discussing rewilding and art and a national 
webinar to showcase art’s role in advocacy 
and community building.

The science is clear: Healthy ecosystems 
are essential for our survival. But facts 
and numbers alone can’t tell the whole 
story. We need artists to spark wonder, 
shift perspectives and help us envisage a 
more just, biodiverse future. If  we are to 
rewild our landscapes and communities, 
we must also rewild our hearts and minds. 
Science shows us why this matters, and art 
shows us how.

David Suzuki is a scientist, broadcaster, author 
and co-founder of  the David Suzuki Foundation. 
Written with David Suzuki Foundation 
Rewilding Communities Program Manager Jode 
Roberts. Learn more at davidsuzuki.org.

DRUMHEAD SERVICE – Young piper Cruz Necovski was among those who took 
part in the Royal Canadian Legion’s annual Drumhead Service, paying tribute to veterans 
who lay at rest at the Aurora Cemetery. Participating in the observance were MPs Sandra 
Cobena and Costas Menegakis, MPPs Dawn Gallagher-Murphy and Michael Parsa, Mayor 
Tom Mrakas and members of Council. 		         Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

OPINION
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Interlock, Fence, Deck

Frank: 647-302-8588
Free Estimates

(Repair, Design and Build)

• Natural Stone
• Retaining Walls
• Flower Beds
• Artificial Turf
• Sod

Frank’s Bro
Landscaping

www.fbrolandscaping.com

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

We sell 
all types of

Respect, communication in focus  
as Council returns and election looms

The democratic process was in the 
spotlight when Council returned from 
its summer break as it considered 
two motions from Ward 2 Councillor 
Rachel Gilliland. 

The motions came forward at this 
month’s Committee of  the Whole 
meeting, with one calling for Council’s 
endorsement of  the Elect Respect 
Campaign, which aims to keep 
debate “focused on public policy, not 
individuals”, while the other called for 
Councillors to have control over their 
own microphones during Council and 
Committee meetings.

“A healthy democracy thrives 

when all individuals can participate 
safely, equitably, and meaningfully in 
public life,” said Councillor Gilliland 
in the first motion. “Aurora, like 
many municipalities across Ontario, 
is witnessing an erosion of  civil 
discourse and growing hostility in 
the political arena, both in person 
and online. Elected officials at all 
levels, particularly women and those 
from equity-deserving communities, 
are experiencing increased threats, 
harassment, and toxic engagement 
that deter civic participation.

“Social media platforms, while 
powerful tools for engagement, 
have contributed to a climate of  
disrespect and polarization that 
discourages individuals from seeking 

or maintaining public office. Inclusive 
and respectful governance results in 
better decision-making and stronger 
representation, especially when voices 
of  diverse genders, identities, races, 
ethnicities, sexual orientations, ages, 
and abilities are present at Municipal 
Council tables.”

The campaign, she noted, was first 
brought forward last year by elected 
officials in Halton Region, which, in 
turn, inspired a further movement 
with the launch of  a Parliamentary 
Civility Pledge “to promote conduct 
among elected officials.”

The Councillor’s motion called for 
Council to commit to the spirit of  
the Elect Respect Pledge, including 
“treating all individuals with respect 
in every setting – public, private, 
and digital; speaking out against 
harassment, intimidation, and 
personal attacks; keeping debate 
focused on ideas and public policy, not 
individuals; fostering an environment 
where people of  all backgrounds feel 
safe and supported in seeking and 
holding public office; urging relevant 
authorities to ensure the safety and 
protection of  elected officials facing 
threats or abuse; and demonstrating 
leadership through integrity, 
accountability, and mutual respect 
among colleagues and constituents.”

“As we do approach the next 
election, it’s crucial we uphold 
respect in all our interactions,” she 
said at Committee. “Let us commit 
to fostering a culture of  civility and 
inclusivity, not just among ourselves, 
but also towards all members of  the 
public and other candidates. This way 
we can ensure a more positive and 
constructive political environment 
for everyone. I think it is very timely 
and I really hope that everybody will 
support this and hopefully we will all 

lead by example.”
That support came and was 

endorsed by Committee before final 
ratification expected at Council this 
week.

At the meeting, Ward 6 Councillor 
Harold Kim questioned whether the 
motion included municipal staff  with 
respect to Council, and Councillor 
Gilliland said the intent was to 
“include everybody, including staff.”

“I agree with the intent of  this 
motion, but I do think it’s important 
to recognize that…words on paper 
are only as strong as the actions 
behind them,” said Councillor Kim. 
“If  you want the community to take 
this seriously, then we need to live this 
commitment every day in Council, 
in the community, and yes, on social 
media. Otherwise, this pledge risks 
being seen as symbolic only.”

SHOULD COUNCILLORS 
CONTROL THEIR 

MICROPHONES IN 
CHAMBERS?

The second motion from 
Councillor Gilliland called for a 
staff  report on changes that could be 
made to the audio-visual system in 
Council Chambers that would allow 
each elected member to control their 
microphone during the debate, while 
also maintaining the Meeting Chair’s 
ability to keep order.

“The principles of  democratic 
participation, equitable speech, 
and transparent governance are 
foundational to effective municipal 
proceedings,” said the Councillor in 
her motion. “The current practice 
of  centralized microphone control 
may inadvertently restrict or delay 
a member’s ability to respond to 
discussion, raise a point of  order, or 
contribute meaningfully to debate. 

“Granting members operational 
autonomy over their microphones 
does not diminish the Chair’s 
authority under the Municipal Act, 
2001, and the Procedural By-law to 
maintain order and decorum.”

While Councillor Kim supported 
the motion as it simply called for a 
report, he expressed his doubts over 
whether moving in this direction 
would indeed maintain the Chair’s 
authority.

“The Municipal Act requires us 
to have a Procedural Bylaw and 
that bylaw vests the Chair with the 
responsibility to manage, debate, and 
recognize speakers,” he said. “If  we 
move to autonomous microphones, we 
risk undermining the Chair’s ability 
to maintain control of  the meeting 
and enforce the rules consistently.

“For me, it’s about preserving 
fairness, structure and respect for the 
process.”

In response, Councillor Gilliland 
said several municipalities allow 
autonomous microphones, and this 
was a viewpoint shared by Ward 5 
Councillor John Gallo.

“For context, we at this table, 
before the new (A/V) system had 
the ability of  turning on and off  our 
microphones as we saw fit and one of  
the other municipalities, our friendly 
neighbours to the north, Newmarket, 
functions perfectly well and they have 
autonomous microphones in their 
Chamber so I really don’t see an issue 
with this.

“If  only for the fact that as 
Councillor Gilliland has mentioned, 
there are many more viewers online 
and perhaps even we want to review 
meetings just to get a better sense of  
what the discussion was in the future 
and it’s unfortunate if  the microphone 
is off, it doesn’t capture anything and 
that’s not fair. If  someone is speaking 
and it’s not captured, that’s not right 
and it will never be captured because 
nothing else will capture it. So, if  
nothing else, for that reason alone, 
we should have control of  our own 
microphones and I will be voting in 
favour of  this.”
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SHELBURNE
Friday, September 26th, 

9 to 17H
Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex

200 Fiddle Park Ln.,
Shelburne, ON L9V 3C9

 

3 DAYS ONLY
WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE
Sunday, September 28th,

 9 to 16 H
Royal Canadian Legion Br. 459

150 Mostar St.,
Whitchurch-Stouffville, ON L4A 0Y2

ORANGEVILLE
Saturday, September 27th,

9 to 17 H
Best Western Plus Inn & Suites

7 Buena Vista Dr.,
Orangeville, ON L9W 0A2

 

Town of Aurora first Canadian municipality  
to achieve Platinum Certification  
from Excellence Canada

The Town of  Aurora has become the 
first Canadian municipality to achieve 
Platinum Certification from Excellence 
Canada, a measure of  quality and healthy 
workplaces.

The achievement was announced 
by the Town on Monday, noting it 
was a testament to “service excellence, 
continuous improvement, and building a 
thriving workplace culture.”

“This is an incredible achievement for 
our Town and for the entire community,” 
said Mayor Tom Mrakas in a statement. 
“To be the first municipality in Canada to 
reach OES Platinum Certification from 
Excellence Canada is something we can 
all be proud of. It shows what can happen 
when Council provides clear direction, 
and our staff  bring their best every day to 
deliver results. This recognition isn’t just 
about organizational excellence, it’s also 
about making sure community members 
are receiving the very best programs and 
services.”

This recognition from Excellence 
Canada, which will be formally awarded 
to the municipality this November, follows 

a steady progression since 2014 when it 
was first awarded Bronze Certification. 
Silver and Gold followed in 2019 and 
2022 respectively.

Among the factors the Town 
highlighted in its submission to the 
organization this year were investments 
made in the Aurora Town Square 
redevelopment, the expansion of  the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 
including the full-size gymnasium which 
was opened to the public earlier this year, 

infrastructure upgrades, new parks, and 
financial planning.

Additional factors included new tools for 
residents to access municipal information 
and services, efforts to continue fostering 
inclusion and accessibility in the 
workplace, environmental leadership 
throughout the community, and “a 
stronger workplace culture, with 
updated leadership programs, employee 
recognition, engagement surveys, and 
expanded professional development 

opportunities.”
“Achieving Platinum Certification 

is a tremendous honour for the Town 
of  Aurora and a testament to the 
dedicated work of  our staff,” said Doug 
Nadorozny, CAO for the Town of  
Aurora. “This recognition demonstrates 
our commitment to strengthening the 
organization, improving the services 
we provide, and building a culture of  
excellence that benefits both staff  and our 
entire community.”
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Multicultural Festival is vivid start

Aurora’s Multicultural Festival unfolded Saturday in two locations – Aurora Town Park and Aurora Town Square – celebrating not only the various cultures that call Aurora home, but also the start of 
Culture Days, a three-week Ontario-wide celebration. (Top Row) Chinese dance opened afternoon programs at Town Square, and among those enjoying the spectacle were Andrew, Julia, and baby 
Aurora. (Second Row) Inside Town Square, fresh flavours were served up by volunteers, including Alissa; while the Treasure Hill bridge offered a feast for the eyes. (Third Row) Cultural performances 
took place throughout the afternoon in the outdoor square. 												                   Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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to three weeks of Culture Days

(Top Row) The Town Park Band Shell was the scene of a dazzling array of music and dance, representing the cultures of Spain, Mexico, Ecuador, Hawaii, China, Nicaragua, and the South Pacific. 
(Second Row) Enjoying the show were Mae and Alina; while Sandy Bundy and Bonnie Robertson served as the morning’s emcees. (Third Row) As the show continued, so did the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market, as enjoyed by Richard, Alysha and Sylas. Also taking part were (Fourth Row) David Heard and Antonella; (Fifth Row) and Sydney; while a corn roast featuring an array of international spices 
was grilled up by Rob, Harold and Theresa of the Optimist Club of Aurora. 										                 Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Doors Open Aurora returns, shining a light on heritage and culture

After a long absence due to a number of factors, including the Global Pandemic, Doors Open Aurora made a triumphant return on Sunday as more than a dozen locations and attractions welcomed 
visitors. Among the attractions were (Top Row) Hillary House National Historic Site, with Julie; Gabby, Cadence and Emma, who welcomed guests to St. Anne’s School on St. John’s Sideroad; (Second 
Row) the studio of the Pine Tree Potters Guild, where members offered a number of clay-throwing demonstrations; (Third Row) the Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148, with Anthony Wayne, 
and Valerie; the William Rowland House on Spruce Street, with Rocco; and the Aurora Museum & Archives itself at Town Square, where guests were welcomed by Alex and Stephen. 
																	                                      Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5   T: 905-833-1972  www.cds.on.ca

Visit CDS  We would love to show you how far we’ve come 
in our fi rst 53 years and invite you to be part of our future. Call us today 
at 905.833.1972 to book a tour!

Considering The Country Day School for September 2026?
Our Open Houses offer an inside look at our campus, curriculum, and balanced 

approach to education—an important step in discovering whether CDS is the right fit 
for your family. We invite you to begin your CDS journey with us today by visiting 

www.cds.on.ca/visitus and learning more about our JK-12 independent school in King!

CDS would not 
have been possible for 

our family without 
Mr. Eberts’ generosity 

and vision.”
Current Parent 

‘‘This scholarship 
has done wonders 

for me. 
Going to The Country 

Day School does not only 
mean having access to an 

incredible education, it means 
discovering your passions 

alongside like-minded 
individuals and being taught 
by teachers who truly help 
you achieve what you never 

thought was possible.”
Adhya ’27

‘‘

DISCOVER AN 

EDUCATION WITH BALANCE
AT THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

The meaning in our lives 
comes from our connection 

with others … Be true to yourself, 
care deeply for the people around you, 
and if you do, you may stumble, 
but you will never lose your way.” 
Jack ’25, Class Valedictorian, 
Management Engineering, University of Waterloo 

‘‘
Jo

in 

us f
or an October Open House!   
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Stouffville storms into first place with  
7-2 win over Aurora Junior A Tigers

Hudson Armstrong and Evan 
Breckles scored two goals each to pace 
the surging Stouffville Spirit to a 7-2 
win over the Aurora Tigers at the ACC 
on Saturday night.

With the decisive victory against 
their regional rival, the Spirit (5-1) 
moved into a share of  first place in the 
OJHL East Conference while Aurora 
(3-3) fell into sixth place. 

Before most fans had settled into 
their black and gold ACC seats, 
Armstrong one-timed a shot past 
Tigers’ goaltender Rafael Defina to 
give Stouffville a 1-0 lead thirty-eight 
seconds into the contest.

The Spirit—averaging six goals per 
game so far this season—are a force 
to be reckoned with in the OJHL and 
their offense was showcased in the first 
period of  play. Sixty-one seconds after 
Armstrong’s marker, speedy Stouffville 
forward Zackary Corte stole the puck 
at his own blue line, flew down the left 
wing, and snapped one off  the pipe and 
past Defina from the left faceoff  circle 
to make it 2-0. It was the sharpshooter’s 
seventh of  the season.

Decked out in their white Blackhawks 
replica jerseys with the classic red and 
black stripes, the Spirit rolled to a 
three-goal lead with brilliant tic-tac-toe 
passing on the power play.

Breckles fired a high shot stick side 
past Defina from the left dot at 6:42 
to finish a feathery feed from Keiran 

Litterick who had been given the puck 
in space by Lucas Manikis as the skilled 
trio broke down the Aurora PK. 

Stouffville made it 4-0 in less than 
fourteen minutes of  play when Elijah 
Chavez—off  the right wing – roofed 
one under the bar and over the shoulder 
of  a shell-shocked Defina.

The four-goal outburst by the visitors 
facilitated a goalie change by Aurora 
Head Coach Darcy Roy as Defina was 
replaced by Jayden Rhee at 13:47.

The strategy settled the Tigers and 
Rhee’s reflexes repelled all but one of  
Stouffville’s shots for the balance of  
the first period and most of  the middle 
frame.

The puck that eluded Rhee was 
Breckles’s second tally of  the game.

The sturdy Stouffville forward 
stripped the puck from a Tigers’ 
defender in the neutral zone, created 
a breakaway off  the right wing, and 
although his shot was partially blocked, 
it knuckled between Rhee’s skates and 
slid into the net to give the visitors a 5-0 
lead with 8:05 left in the second period.

Playing 4-on-4 to start the third 
period, the Tigers capitalized on the 
open space.

Luke Howard finished a nice pass 
from Anrijs Bundzenieks to get Aurora 
on the scoreboard thirty-five seconds 
into the final frame. It was the smooth-
skating defenseman’s third goal of  the 
season. It was Bundzenieks’s team-
leading sixth assist. 

Howard’s goal seemed to strengthen 

the Tigers’ resolve and only a trio of  
spectacular saves by Spirit goaltender 
Hayden Sabourin kept Aurora from 
reducing their deficit. 

Despite the Junior Tigers’ valiant 
pushback, Armstrong lit the lamp off  
the left wing when his wrist shot bulged 
the twine behind Rhee. Armstrong’s 
second goal of  the game restored 
Stouffville’s five-goal lead at 8:53.

Rookie Tigers forward Marcus 
Carter blasted a puck high stick side 
from between the circles to make it 
6-2 with four minutes to go, but the 
explosive Spirit offence responded 
when Litterick chipped one past Rhee 
for Stouffville’s seventh goal to close 
the scoring at 2:30.

Aurora resident and veteran Spirit 
defenseman Nate Windle offered 
reasons why first-place Stouffville is off  
to such a strong start with 37 goals in 
six games.

“Our leadership group brought in 
all the new guys to our systems we have 
right away. Everybody’s contributing 
and we don’t skip shooting pucks.”

The steady defender—in his third 
season with Stouffville—commented 
about the play of  Evan Breckles and 
Zackary Corte who had outstanding 
games on Saturday night.

“Once Corte puts his jets on, he has 
some slick finishing ability. Breckles 
has been in the league for years—he’s 
a fast player who understands the 
game.”

Windle also lavished praise on his 
goaltender Hayden Sabourin who 
has backstopped Stouffville in five of  
the team’s first six games and turned 
away 23 of  the 25 shots he faced versus 
Aurora.

“He’s a really calm goalie. He’s really 
easy to communicate with on the ice. 
Hayden made some great saves tonight 
when the Tigers were pressing us.”

The Tigers host the Pickering 
Panthers (4-2) on Friday, October 4 and 
the Cobourg Cougars (0-5) on Saturday, 
October 5. Puck drop for both games 
at the ACC will be 7 p.m.

Aurora resident and Spirit defenceman 
Nate Windle (14) keeps Tigers’ Captain 
Simon Howard (10) in check. Stouffville 
beat Aurora 7 – 2 in OJHL action. 

Auroran photo by Jim Stewart
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Aurora Hearts’ Mike Globocki fires second  
half goal to salvage 1-1 tie with Toronto  
Celtics in battle for first place
BY JIM STEWART

As the southbound 9 p.m. GO Train 
sped along the tracks past the Aurora 
Soccer Club, the green and white-
striped Toronto Celtics took to the 
Highland Park turf  to strengthen their 
precarious hold on first place in the 
MPE division of  the Ontario Soccer 
League.

The undefeated Toronto club—
sporting a record of  eight wins and 
four draws—held a two-point lead over 
Aurora (8-2-1) with the Hearts holding 
a game in hand. The evenly-matched 
teams tied 1-1 on May 27 in Toronto 
to kick off  the regular season and the 
Celtics and Hearts fought to another 
1-1 draw on Friday night in Aurora. 

Mike Globocki saved the day and 
salvaged the tie for the Aurora squad 
when he fired a 30-foot bullet along 
the turf  and through a crowd past 
Celtics’ goalkeeper Ian Giltinan with 
less than five minutes left in the match. 
Globocki described the importance 
of  the showdown with the Celtics: 
“Everybody was hyped for the game. 
We’ve been battling with them for first 
place all season. This tie was extremely 
important. It’s now up to us to win 
both our two remaining games so we 
can finish in first.” 

Globocki, one of  the younger 
players on a strong Hearts club this 
year, described his timely tying goal 
that kept the Hearts in the hunt for first 
place: “I creeped up from centre back 
position and luckily the ball found my 
foot on a deflection. I had to hurry and 
I got the shot off  quickly. As my dad 
used to tell me, ‘Stick to the ground to 
the net’ and the ball stayed low and I 
saw it go in the net.”

It was Globocki’s second goal of  the 
season.

The big crowd on the north sideline 
of  Highland Park erupted when 
Globocki’s shot rattled into the net 
because the home side trailed for most 
of  the second half. The outcome looked 
doubtful, especially after the Hearts 
banged two off  the crossbar on clear 
cut scoring opportunities in the final 
twenty minutes of  play. Frustrations 
boiled over in the back half  of  the 
contest as two yellow cards were meted 
out to the rambunctious Celtics. 

During a scoreless first half  in which 
the teams played as evenly as the score 
would indicate, the goaltenders—
Aurora’s Filip Ljubevski and Ian 
Giltinan turned in all-star, athletic 
performances to keep the opposition 
off  the scoresheet.

Ljubevski leads the MPE division 

in shutouts with 3 while Giltinan had 
earned two clean sheets. Both goalies 
made five saves in the first half.

Despite Ljubevski’s heroics, the 
Celtics opened the scoring less than a 
minute into the second half.

Division-leading scorer Cal Sheehy 
kicked a low shot past the athletic 
Hearts goaltender from fifteen feet in 
front of  the net to give the visitors a 
1-0 lead. It was Sheehy’s 18th goal of  
the season and he is running away with 
the MPE scoring race. Sheehy’s closest 
pursuer is Ethan Ray of  Barrie PE who 
has notched 12 goals. Cooper Grimes 
leads the Hearts in scoring with 9.

In the final minute of  play, Globocki 

distinguished himself  on defense. 
He foiled the Celtics with a sterling 
vertical play to repel the Toronto club’s 
final scoring opportunity. Not only did 
Globocki score the tying goal, but he 
prevented the Celtic’s best scoring 
chance to preserve a precious point in 
the standings.

The Aurora Hearts’ next home game 
is on Wednesday, September 24, when 
they host Pamir PE. Kickoff  is at 9:30 
p.m. at Highland Park at the Aurora 
Soccer Club. The Hearts close their 
regular season on Sunday, September 
28 when they play Pamir to complete 
the home-and-home series at 8:30 p.m. 
in Concord. 

Mike Globocki fired the tying goal in Aurora Hearts’ 1 – 1 draw with Toronto Celtics. 
Auroran photo by Jim Stewart
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Dancing with the Easter Seals Stars marks  
10th anniversary with million-dollar goal

Daniella Altieri still recalls the feeling 
that she could do anything she wanted.

With the help of  dedicated 
counsellors, she felt a whole new world 
open up to her while attending Easter 
Seals camps as a youth. She made new 
friends, enjoyed the great outdoors, 
and even discovered the joys of  sledge 
hockey, which she played for more than 
five years, and now the former Easter 
Seals Ambassador and Early Childhood 
Educator is set to help pay it forward 
for children who were just like her as 
she prepares to hit the dance floor 
for Dancing with The Stars Aurora 
Newmarket.

The popular annual event, which is 
marking its tenth anniversary this year, 
will take place Thursday, October 9, at 
the Royal Venetian Mansion.

Joining Altieri in bringing star 
wattage to this year’s party are Kitchen 
Table CEOs founder Tracy Smith; 
restaurateur Martin McQueen; Phil 
Rose, Manager of  Cultural Services 

for the Town of  Aurora; lawyer Jay 
Wilmot; entrepreneur Shabi Monzavi; 
Aurora Black Community Association 
founder and president Phiona Durrant; 
and business owner Samantha Buckley.

Since Dancing with the Stars Aurora 
Newmarket was first established 
by Easter Seals, with expert dance 
instruction from the owners of  Aurora’s 
Artistica Ballroom Dance Studios, the 
event has raised just shy of  $1 million 
for the organization, which aims to send 
kids like Daniella to camp and provide 
mobility supports to youth in need.

Andrea Prentice-Peterson of  Easter 
Seals tells The Auroran they need to 
raise just over $150,000 this year to hit 
that impressive $1 million mark and 
they know they can get there thanks to 
the dancers and community members 
who step up to purchase tickets and 
support the stars along the way.

“This event has become a staple in 
the community and I think this is one of  
the most anticipated events that happens 
every year because everybody is always 
looking out to see who will be dancing,” 
says Prentice-Peterson. “Every year, it’s 

a different cast of  people, it’s a different 
theme, it’s a different set of  songs, and 
people are always packing in to watch 
it. The fact that we’re trying to make it 
a little bit bigger and a little bit better 
this year just makes it that much more 
enticing!”

This year’s theme is A Night of  the 
Silver Screen, and contestants are 
hard at work with Artistica instructors 
Anastasia, Kelly, Patrick and Sarah 
to bring some iconic moves to iconic 
movie music.

A long-time spokesperson for Easter 
Seals, Altieri has attended many of  the 
Dancing with the Stars events, but it was 
only after last year’s extravaganza when 
she approached the Artistica team to hit 
the dance floor herself.

“Ever since then I’ve been practicing 
for this, I’m over the moon – I’m so 
excited,” she says. “You’re helping kids 
be kids. You’re helping kids know that 
just because they have a disability they 
can still do anything they want to. I’m 
trying to raise awareness that people 
with disabilities can do anything they 
want to do if  they just think about it. 
You’re helping kids be kids, you’re 
helping a wonderful organization do 
that and I think that’s just so beautiful.”

It’s a cause that resonates strongly 
with the assembled cast of  celebs as 
well.

“Easter Seals is definitely an amazing 
cause and once I knew the goal of  the 
event was raising funds for kids with 
physical disabilities in Ontario, it is an 
amazing reason to push yourself,” says 
Smith, before chuckling, “I need to 
practice, practice, practice – period. I’m 
just trying not to embarrass myself  out 
there, make my instructor proud, my 
friends and family watching it, and just 
giving it my all.”

Also looking to give it her all, and not 
worry too much about the dance moves 
themselves, is Durrant.

First approached to participate in the 
event in 2022, she signed up this year – 
sure in the knowledge that, with the right 
song she has some good moves, but she 
wasn’t quite anticipating being asked 
to bust out a cartwheel on October 9. 
She hasn’t quite mastered it yet, but the 

event itself  might be a different story as 
she hits the gymnastics studio to get it 
done.

“The whole point of  this is fun,” says 
Durrant. “I was practicing at home one 
day and just started bawling because it 
got so emotional, knowing that here I 
am worrying about being perfect and 
getting it right, when I remember going 
to the (Easter Seals) camp, one of  the 
campers’ testimonies. [She said] the 
first time she stood up was when she 
was in the pool. Here I am, I have two 
feet, I can run, jump, and even have the 
ability to try, and some of  them would 
never have that opportunity to stand up 
and dance on their own two feet, but 
here I am being picky about whether 
I’m doing it right. Just go, have fun, 
raise your funds, and show up for the 
community. 

“I was more comfortable to not so 
much worry about how many different 
moves I need to remember, but just 
remembering the impact this is going to 
make.”

The collective impact is what “sealed 
the deal” for Rose after he too visited an 
Easter Seals camp.

“They were all just excited to 
have a space where they can become 
independent, they can socialize, they 
can be themselves where they can’t be 
51 weeks out of  the year,” he says. “For 
me, it was just an easy way to say yes to 
a really important organization. This is 
just about providing independence and 
autonomy for children with disabilities 
by giving them the programming and 
also the tools they need to live a full life. 

“This is one of  those fundraisers 
where you know that the money you’re 
putting into this is going to go directly 
to support and improve the lives of  
children with disabilities. Whatever the 
cost [to attend] is, it’s well worth it – 
and, on top of  that, you get a night of  
good food and community, a chance to 
meet some people, and hopefully have a 
few laughs along the way!”

For more information about this year’s 
Dancing with the Easter Seals Stars Aurora-
Newmarket, including tickets and how to support 
individuals Stars on their fundraising journey, 
visit eastersealsdancing.org/newmarket.

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Artistica Ballroom Dance Studio instructors and co-owners Kelly, Anastasia and Patrick struck  
a pose with some of this year’s DWTS contestants at their Industrial Parkway South base on  
Monday night. 						                  Auroran photo by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2025  A 23

LANDSCAPING 

CALL  
to make your 
appointment 
416-219-4530
416-625-4441

HOME
RENOVATION

ASA 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT 905 727 3300 EXT 102

EXTERIOR CLEANING & WINDOWS

CLEANERS

CENTRAL VACUUM 

EXTERIOR STUCCO

LANDSCAPING/RENOVATION

CREMATION

CONCRETE DEMOLITION SAFETY

CONCRETE & INTERLOCK

DRIVEWAY PAVING

ELECTRICIAN

3.5”w x 1.625”h

www.roadhouseandrose.com | 905-895-6631

•  Dignified
•  Respectful
•  Inexpensive

Affordable Cremation Services 

Call us 
for more 

information

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

STUCCO

Phone: 416-989-0417   Email: info@padexteriors.ca
www.padexteriors.ca

Servicing the GTA & Southern Ontario

• Custom Homes • Renovations
• Repairs/Replacements

• Licensed and Insured • 25+ Years Experience

Concrete / Interlock

Fiberglass Pools

Excavation / Demolition

- Walkways   - Curbs   - Patios   - Walls

- Supplied   - Installed

FREE ESTIMATES

647-891-0937

437-882-5464            416-799-6994

Residential  |  Commercial  |  Industrial

sales@safealliancedemolition.com

Health and Safety Consulting
Exterior Mechanical Demolition

Interior Selective Manual Dismantling
Fully Insured & Bonded

P.O. Box 66, King City, Ontario  L7B 1A4

25
YEARS
EXPERIENCE

ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

416-453-4654

DRIVEWAYS • PORCHES • BASEMENTS • GARAGES

We handle  
the tough stuff!

B

SPORT AURORA BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS

SpotlightSpotlight
Two seasons. Two sports. Two provincial championships.
2025 has been a big year for 11-year-old athlete Vienna Graver. In 

January, she earned top honours on the ice at the provincial Hit Draw 
Tap curling competition, Curling Canada’s youth skills event modeled 
after the NFL’s Punt, Pass, Kick.

Representing the York Curling Club’s U12 development program, 
Vienna was invited to face off  against the best young curlers from across 
Ontario during the Ontario Curling Championships in Cobourg, where 
she registered the highest overall score in her age division—securing her 
first provincial win.

Then in July, Vienna took to the field as the goalie for the Newmarket 
Redbirds U13 Rep Women’s Field Lacrosse team as they clinched the 
provincial gold medal in Oakville. She was also awarded “Teammate of  
the Year” in lacrosse for her positivity and encouragement both on and 
off  the field.

YORK CURLING CLUB  

“Two sports, two titles—Vienna Graver owns 2025!”
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thi ngs... you ought to know
SEPTEMBER 20 – OCTOBER 11

Culture Days in Aurora! See all that culture in 
Aurora has to offer over this three-week festival. For an 
ever-growing roster of  family-friendly activities, visit 
aurora.ca/culturedays.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
The Aurora Farmers’ Market returns to Town Park 

today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
* * * * 

Rockin’ for Reconciliation will take place at the 
Aurora branch of  the Royal Canadian Legion (105 
Industrial Parkway North) this evening at 8 p.m., 
featuring live music by Aurora’s own Tangent, with 
all proceeds benefitting the Gord Downie & Chanie 
Wenjack Fund. Doors open at 7 p.m. Tickets are $15 in 
advance or $20 at the door. Request tickets at the Legion 
Bar, by calling 905-727-5642, or by emailing office@
auroralegion.ca.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4
The Aurora Farmers’ Market returns to Town Park 

today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15

The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series 
continues this evening at 7 p.m. with Pickering & the 
1837 Rebellion with Katrina Pyke. Held at Hillary 
House National Historic Site and virtually over Zoom. 
Tickets are $10.50 for AHS members, or $12.50 for non-

members. “Explore the events that lead to the Upper 
Canada Rebellion of  1837. Join Katrina as she shares 
an interactive exploration of  Pickering’s involvement in 
the uprising and challenges you consider if  you would 
have risked your life for liberty as Pickering’s fated rebel, 
Peter Matthews, did.” Katrina Pyke has worked in 
the museum field for over 30 years.  She has an MA 
in Public History and a passion for researching and 
sharing fun and exciting aspects of  our storied past. 
Tickets can be purchased on at www.aurorahs.com or 
by calling 905-727-8991

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26
York Symphony Orchestra Presents: A Symphonic 

Hallowe’en. Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria St. 
The first concert of  the YSO’s new season features 
music famous for its invocation of  the spooky spirit of  the 
season, including the final catastrophic movements of  
Berlioz’ Symphonie Fantastique, and Mussorgsky’s very 
scary Night on Bald Mountain.  Also featured is pianist 
Elly Hung playing Rachmaninoff ’s beloved  Second 
Piano Concerto. 

Tickets at Eventbrite.ca or at the door
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series 
continues this evening at 7 p.m. with Barn-Raising, 
Threshing, & Quilting Bees: The Stories that Farm 
Diaries Tell with Cathy Wilson. Held at Hillary 

From page 8

Support for firefighter 
survival training 

announced at CYFS 
headquarters

House National Historic Site and virtually over Zoom. 
Tickets are $10.50 for AHS members, or $12.50 for 
non-members. “Cathy Wilson shares her recent book, 
Being Neighbours, about barn raisings and quilting 
bees in Ontario. She takes the audience into families’ 
daily lives to uncover the subtle social politics of  mutual 
dependency, the expectations neighbours had of  each 
other, their relationships, and ways of  managing conflict 
and crisis. Catharine Wilson is a Professor Emerita of  
History at the University of  Guelph and Founder and 
Director of  the Rural Diary Archive.” Tickets can be 
purchased on at www.aurorahs.com or by calling 905-
727-8991.

ONGOING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les 

ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones aux débutants 
capables de converser) - qui cherchent à mettre en 
pratique leurs compétences Conversationnelle en 
français. Over Zoom with a nominal fee of  $2.50. 
RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. For 
more information, email partagez.york@outlook.com.

* * * * 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle 

Program textile recycling and donation program. A 
greater number of  people are wanting to donate or 
get rid of  unwanted items, increasing the need for 
more outlets being available to receive the items. This 
program will provide a convenient way for people to 
donate or get rid of  used/unwanted clothing, blankets, 
linens and furniture and will help lessen the amount 
of  items ending up in landfills. Materials that were 
previously perceived as waste will now be seen as a 
valuable resource further encouraging redistribution. 
The items will be recycled in the following ways: To be 
given to individuals who are survivors of  violence and 
are transitioning from shelters into new homes; To be 
sold in our store; To be sold to a textile recycler, which 
makes for an ongoing source of  funding for Abuse Hurts 
enabling them to provide their services to the thousands 
of  people that require them each year. When and 
Where: Monday and Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., with 30-minute time slots – only 1 drop off  per 
time slot. If  you do not have an appointment, we cannot 
accept your donation. The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is 
located at 1208 Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear 
unloading dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop 
off  time slot.

they need. This $746,000 investment 
will equip firefighters with the skills and 
tools to stay safe in the line of  duty, while 
continuing to protect the communities 
they serve across Ontario.”

It was fitting the announcement 
was made at the CYFS’ Ian Laing 
Headquarters as the fire station on Earl 
Stewart Drive also serves as a training 
facility for firefighters from many parts 
of  the GTA, not just the Aurora and 
Newmarket communities the CYFS 
serves.

“I want to thank the Ontario 
Government for investing in Aurora 
through the Skills Development Fund,” 
said Mayor Tom Mrakas. “This support 
helps firefighters here in Aurora and 
across Ontario build the advanced skills 
they need to stay safe and protect our 
communities. It’s an investment in their 
careers, in our community’s safety and in 
a stronger, more competitive Ontario.”

The Fire Ground Survival Program, 
added Greg Horton, President of  the 
OPFFA, will equip firefighters with 
“lifesaving training they need to keep 
communities safe.”

“It is critical that firefighters across 
our Province have continued access 
to the tools, training and equipment 
necessary to protect our communities,” 
he said.
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SERVICES

APARTMENT FOR RENT HELP WANTED

CARS WANTED

HANDYMAN 
PROJECTS

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 
30 Years Experience

Painting & Repair

John: 647-671-5179
FREE ESTIMATES 

Thanks to Our
Newspaper 
Carriers

KIDS, ADULTS, SENIORS
EARN SOME EXTRA MONEY!
Deliver THE AURORAN. 
Routes available in your area. 
Email your name and address 
to denise@lpcmedia.ca

ATTENTION 
CARRIERS 
WANTED
 Apply Today!

We appreciate your dedicated 
service to our publication and 
our community.

THE
AURORAN
NEWSPAPER

In Print & Online
denise@lpcmedia.ca 
www.theauroran.com

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

• Aerial Pruning
• Canopy Maintenance
• Planting & Fertilizing
• Storm Risk Prevention

• Arborist Reports & Plans
• Tree & Shrub Appraisal
• Urban Tree Removal
• Storm Debris Clean-Up

Fully trained & insured with leading
techniques & equipment

647-400-6998  |  647-338-8733
smgtrees@gmail.com   www.smgtrees.com

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

STORAGE AVAILABLE: 20 yard 
sea can container for storage located 
in Nobleton. Safe location. For more  
information, please call 905-859-0817

WE  PAY CASH FOR SCRAP  
vehicles any size. We also buy  
construction and farm equip-
ment. Open 7 days a week. Call  
905-859-0817 (Peter)

CASH FOR SCRAP

STORAGE

TO ADVERTISE 
PLEASE CONTACT 

905 727 3300 EXT 102

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

416-802-9999

TOP DOLLARTOP DOLLAR
FOR SCRAPFOR SCRAP
AND USED CARSAND USED CARS

Open 7 days a week
Call Albert: 647-501-5932

We pay from 

$300-$20,000
CASH ON THE SPOT Free

Tow!

By Stump Grinder

In Aurora 
Call Gerry 416-460-4185

STUMP
REMOVAL

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS  
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

B O U T I Q U E  C O N D O M I N I U M SB O U T I Q U E  C O N D O M I N I U M S

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING
We are seeking 2 Licensed Real Estate Sales Agents
to join our team in King City and represent an exclusive 6-storey 
boutique condominium project.
Requirements: Active Ontario Real Estate License, strong
communication skills, organized, client-focused. Experience
in condo/new home sales an asset.
Why Join Us? This is a rare opportunity to represent one of 
King City’s most prestigious boutique condominium
communities. Be part of a collaborative, design-driven team 
and gain valuable career-building experience in new home 
and condo sales.
Apply Today: Send resume + cover letter to
sales@kingheights.ca (Subject: New Home Sales Agent – King 
Heights) or call 437-882-5464
Location: King City, ON (in-person) | Job Type: Full-time

 .CA.CA

EXPERIENCED 
HOUSEKEEPER

Weekly help for country home. 
Driver, non smoker, references.

905 586 2763

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT for 
rent. Upper floor. No smoking,  
no pets. All inclusive. 9275 County 
Rd 1 (Hockley Village).  For more 
information call 416 407 4352

B
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B O U T I Q U E  C O N D O M I N I U M SB O U T I Q U E  C O N D O M I N I U M S

SALES CENTRE 18 Doctors Lane, King City • Call 437-882-5464
SITE ADDRESS  12765 Keele Street, King City

NOW SELLING SUITES
All-in Pricing including parking and locker from $599,999

LUXURY, LOCATION, LIFESTYLELUXURY, LOCATION, LIFESTYLE

DISCOVER THE FINEST GOLF COURSES

METROLINX GO TRAIN MINUTES AWAY

ACCESS TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION

STUNNING PARKS, TRAILS AND RECREATION

BUILDING FEATURES AND FINISHES
•  LUXURIOUS ROOF TOP
   TERRACES WITH BBQ STATIONS
• HIGH SMOOTH CEILINGS
• HARDWOOD FLOORING

• FLOOR TO CEILING WINDOWS
• PREMIUM 6-PIECE APPLIANCES
• SMART HOME SYSTEM
• 15 COMMERCIAL UNITS

• PREMIUM GOLF COURSES
•  5 STAR 2-STOREY RESTAURANT 

WITH 1,000 SF OUTDOOR PATIO

•  WALKING DISTANCE TO
   GO STATION
• MINS TO HWY 400/404/407
• PARKING & LOCKERS

 .CA.CA

DISCOVER THE FINEST GOLF COURSES ACCESS TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION

NEW SUITE RELEASE PARTY on September 27, 2025 from 
10:00AM to 2:00PM. Food, beverages, prizes and gift bags. 

18 Doctor’s Lane King City, ON.

B
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Since 1972, The Country Day School 
has been a cornerstone of the King 
Township community. Today, CDS 

proudly offers four renewable entrance 
scholarships—valued at up to $15,000 

each and named in honour of our Co-
Founder, Mr. Ed Eberts—for incoming 

students in Grades 7 – 10 who embody 
the CDS commitment to education with 
balance. Priority will be given to families 

with demonstrated fi nancial need.

RSVP TO AN OPEN HOUSE TODAY!
Additional tour opportunities are available at 
www.cds.on.ca/visitus. We look forward to 

meeting you soon!

QUESTIONS?
Please contact our Admissions Team 

at 905.833.1972 or admissions@cds.on.ca

DISCOVER WHO YOU WILL 

BECOME
AT THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

Jo
in 

us
 for an October Open House!   

Ask about Entrance Scholarships for G

ra
de

s 
7–

10

Middle/Senior School 
October 16, 6:30–8:30 pm

Junior School 
October 18, 9:30 am–12:30 pm

Middle/Senior School 
October 22, 6:30–8:30 pm

Register at 
www.cds.on.ca/visitus

CDS_KWS Gatefold_Front_2025-09-22_FINAL.indd   1 2025-09-12   9:51 AM
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Our debaters and public speakers have per-
formed locally, nationally and on the world 
stage – capturing world championships four 
times in the last eight years.

The state-of-the-art Performing Arts  
Centre enhances our ability to inspire and 
instruct students in drama and music.

Our VisiOn  
The Country Day School 
is committed to offering 
a superior educational 

experience that is 
sensitive to the needs  

of each student, enables 
learning and equips 

students for life.

825
students enrolled 

in Grades JK-12

100
acre campus in KinG 

18
averaGe class size 

89
cds Graduates in 2025

93%
ontario scholars

100%
university acceptance  
for the class of 2025

AP
a variety of   

course offerinGs available

48
athletic teams   

across 24 sports

3
dramatic productions   

each year

40+
clubs and   

extra-curriculars

2,400
alumni worldwide  

cds QuicK facts 

Our 89 members of the Class of 2025 
received admission offers to some of the 
top universities across Canada, the U.S. 
and the world.

The Outdoor Ed program begins in the 
Junior School and continues through to 
Senior School, enriching the science and 
social studies curriculum.

Long-lasting values are established through 
CDS sports teams, including self-confidence, 
discipline, sportsmanship and integrity.
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