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Put My 36 Years of Successful 
Real Estate Experience 

 In Your Corner!  
The Best is The Least I Can Do. 

BIG ENOUGH TO GET 
RESULTS, SMALL ENOUGH 

TO CARE! WHEN YOU 
HIRE ME YOU GET ME!

Call Me With All Your Real Estate 
Questions, I’m Here To Help.

“Experience pays...Call Us Today!
Direct: 905-727-1961  info@susancowen.com

www.SusanCowen.com

Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

Continually Referred!

A name you know... people you trust!

      Wishing you and yours, a                  

Holiday Season 
Let us help you  

find your 
dream home.

Let us help you  
find your 

dream home.
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15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca
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Flu trends “very 
concerning” in York 
Region, says top doc

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

As the winter season approaches, 
current influenza trends in York Region 
are proving “very concerning” for Dr. 
Barry Pakes, York Region’s Medical 
Officer of  Health.

The local health department will 
soon begin monitoring the situation 
through wastewater signals, said Dr. 

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

HEALING INSPIRATION – Sam Jones, Gallery Manager for the Aurora Cultural Centre, and 
Aurora Historical Society Curator Kathleen Vahey are pictured putting the finishing touches on a 
new exhibition featuring work by the Society of York Region Artists who found inspiration in Hillary 
House’s more-than-a-century as a place of healing. For more on Inspirations from a Place of Healing,  
see Page 11.                            Contributed photo
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Province’s housing plans get formal 
thumbs-down from Council

905-751-0533  |  14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S.  www.barronshome.net
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++We Include 
Batteries++

The Province’s new housing plans 
received a formal thumbs-down from local 
lawmakers at a Special Council Meeting 
last week.

The new Council got down to business 
for the first time last Tuesday in a meeting 

convened to discuss Bill 23, the More 
Homes Built Faster Act, which was 
approved at Queen’s Park on Monday.

The controversial Bill, which has been 
the subject of  scrutiny at Council tables 
across the Province, has raised concerns 
on a number of  fronts since it was first 
introduced at the end of  last month.

Among its criticisms is a hit on the ability 
for towns and cities to collect development 
charges (DCs) from incoming developers to 
pay for growth, watering down the ability 
for Conservation Authorities to review 
planning proposals from an environmental 
perspective, and removing municipalities 

from having the final say in how they grow 
and address Provincial growth targets.

Going into the meeting, staff  reported to 
Council that the Bill would result in a loss 
of  20 to 30 per cent of  DC revenues, which 
could mean a hit on municipal service 
levels.

“Despite being responsible for some of  
the most important immediate services 
our residents need – roads, sewers, water, 
policing, EMT, fire, long-term care, 
housing, public health, and those are just 
to name a few – our ability to deliver these 
services are increasingly limited by the 

SANTA UNDER THE STARS – Yonge Street was a sea of red and green on Saturday evening as thousands of local residents lined the road from 
Orchard Heights to Murray Drive for the 2022 Santa Under the Stars parade. With the weather cooperating, this year’s parade was a feast for the senses as 
floats, marching bands, and Santa himself thrilled spectators. For more, see Pages 18 and 19.                                              Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Bill 23, More Homes Built 
Faster Act, passed  
Queen’s Park on Monday

14800 Yonge St, AURORA  (905) 758-0606
1665 Yonge st.Newmarket (905) 898-2000
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NAPOLEON ELECTRIC 
FIREPLACES PICTURED
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NEFL60CHD

5,000/9,000 BTU OF HEAT 
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NAPOLEON HOLIDAY 
SALES EVENT

Serving Aurora, 
York Region and 

surrounding  
areas for  
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terrysherin2346@gmail.com
905-727-3154     

Terry Sherin 
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BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Individuals and groups exemplifying late Queen’s 
dedication to public service honoured by MP

The second Elizabethan Era may 
have come to a close upon the death of  
Queen Elizabeth II on September 8, but 
the legacy of  public service left behind 
by the Commonwealth’s longest-reigning 
monarch continues to live on through 
highlighting individuals and groups who 
share this same dedication.

Earlier this month, Newmarket-Aurora 
MP Tony Van Bynen awarded a second 
group of  community builders in both 
communities with the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee Pin. 

Struck by the Government of  Canada 
to mark the 70th anniversary of  Queen 
Elizabeth II’s accession to the throne, MP 
Van Bynen presented the second and final 
round of  keepsakes to recognize “their 
commitment to community” at a special 

ceremony held at the Aurora branch of  
the Royal Canadian Legion.

“The Canadian Platinum Jubilee 
emblem was created to mark the 70th 
anniversary of  Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II’s accession to the Throne,” 
said MP Van Bynen at the outset of  
recognizing residents in this way. “The 
emblem is a symbolic statement of  the 
enduring relationship between Canada 
and the Crown, as personified by our 
country’s Head of  State.

“Margaret Mead wrote: ‘Never doubt 
that a small group of  thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s 
the only thing that ever has.’ I believe this 
quote captures the spirit and will of  the 
group honoured today. Perhaps they have 
not changed the world, but without a doubt 
they have made our communities better 
places to live. Each of  the recipients has 
touched their neighbours with kindness, 
supported those in need, inspired others to 

join a movement, and demonstrated that 
regardless of  age, we can make a positive 
difference to those around us.

“Thank you for your compassion, 
energy, and love. I encourage you and 
others to continue reaching out to those 
in need, and through the spirit of  your 
actions, let them know they are not alone. 
Let our communities continue to benefit 
from your generosity.”

Among the recent recipients were:
• Inn from the Cold – Martha Berry 

(Volunteer Program Lead) and 
Executive Director Ann Watson. In 
recognition of  their work meeting 
the needs of  people who are 
homeless or at risk of  becoming 
homeless.

• Aurora Food Pantry – Executive 
Director Sandra Seepaul and Board 
Chair Allison Stuart. In recognition 
of  providing food assistance to 
individuals and families in need.

• Southlake Regional Health Centre 
– CEO Arden Krystal and Tyler 
Chalk. In recognition of  “building 
healthy communities through 
outstanding care, innovative 
partnerships, and amazing people.”

• Central York Fire Services – Chief  
Ian Laing and Deputy Chief  
Rocco Volpe. In recognition of  
responding to the community 
“effectively, professionally and 
competently to serve a wide range 
of  emergencies and hazards and 
to provide comprehensive public 
safety education programs, fire 
safety inspections and investigation 
of  fire incidents.”

• Newmarket Food Pantry – Liz 
Blight and Susan Little. For 
addressing food security issues faced 
by the residents of  Newmarket and 
East Gwillimbury.

• Newmarket African Caribbean 
Canadian Association – Jerisha 
Grant-Hall and Keisha Davis. For 
their commitment to engaging 
African Canadian communities and 
its allies through program delivery, 
education and partnership, to 
cultivate an empowered and united 
Black community in Newmarket.

• Blue Door Support Services – CEO 
Michael Braithwaite. For services 
providing emergency housing 
in York Region as well offering 
supports for children, youth, men, 
women and families at risk of  or 
experiencing homelessness.

• Community Living Central York 
– CEO Andrew Fagan and Board 
President Suzanne Connor. In 
recognition of  providing support to 
people with intellectual disabilities.

• Big Brothers Big Sisters of  York – 
Gary Kryshka and Katie Lowes. For 
providing life-changing mentoring 
relationships for children and youth 
across York Region and Bradford 
West Gwillimbury.

• Aurora Black Community 
Association – President Phiona 
Durrant and Bobbie Marshall. 
For advancing the diversity of  
Aurora by delivering programs 
and events that dismantle racism, 
support inclusion and equity, Black 
excellence, education and economic 
development.

• Optimist Club of  Newmarket – 
Vice President Rhonda St. John, 
Director Bob Thivierge. For being 
at the “forefront of  making a 
difference in children’s lives since 
1949” through providing young 
people with the “values and skills 
they need to become the exceptional 
community leaders of  tomorrow.”

• Margaret Bahen Hospice & Doane 
House Hospice – Carol Edward, 
Lisa Coyne-Baxter, Ann Boden. For 
services providing hospice services 
to individuals with life-limiting 
illness in a home-like environment.

Next Week: The Able Network, The 
Aurora Legion, York Region Paramedic 
Services, and more.

Newmarket-Aurora MP Tony Van Bynen, centre, presents the Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Pin to Phiona Durrant and Bobbie Marshall of the Aurora 
Black Community Association for their community building efforts.                Contributed photo

York Regional Police is reporting an 
upward trend in break and enters across the 
region as daylight hours have grown shorter. 
Between November 7 and 21, 2022, police have 
investigated 77 break and enters regionwide. That 
number is the highest during the two-week period 
following Daylight Saving Time since 2019, 
according to Police. “On Saturday, November 12, 
officers in #1 District Uniform Patrol, along with 
members of  the Canine and Air Support Units, 
combined to arrest a would-be thief  in Aurora as 
he attempted to flee. With an unidentified male 
partner, the suspect used a ladder in an attempt 
to enter a home through a second-storey window. 
When the homeowner received an alert from her 
security cameras, she called police. Officers on the 
ground co-ordinated with a tactical flight officer 
high above in Air2 to make the arrest, captured on 
video. The 30-year-old man is charged with Break 
and Enter with Intent and Trespassing At Night. 
Police are still looking to identify the second 
suspect.” The charges have not been proven.

“WOULD-BE THIEF”  
NABBED BY YRP AS  

BREAK-AND-ENTERS RISE
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VOTED #1 AGAIN, 23 YEARS IN A ROW

23

so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 20

www.livingassistance.ca

Continued on page 16

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
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TO W N O F A U R O R A 
P U B L I C N OT I C E

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 • aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

The Town of Aurora will host a public open house to present and discuss the Draft 
Official Plan Amendment, the outcome of the on-going Official Plan Review. The Town’s 
updated Official Plan will reflect the feedback received from the community
after extensive public consultation over the last two years. The updated Official Plan 
will articulate a revised vision for Town planning over the next 30 years. The public 
open house will involve a presentation and drop-in format that allows for one-on-one 
discussions with the project team.

Wednesday, December 7, 2022
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Presentation begins at 6:30 p.m.
Aurora Town Hall

100 John West Way, Aurora, ON

This event is open to the public and there is no need to register in advance. If you 
would like more information about the project or to join the project mailing list, please 
visit engageaurora.ca/opr to register.

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

AURORA’S

2022

AURORA TOWN PARK

49 Wells Street

Presented by

NEW FESTIVE VENDORS EACH DAY
FIRE JUGGLING SHOWS

ENTERTAINMENT, AND SANTA!
SPECIAL SURPRISES AND MORE!

DECEMBER 2 to 4
AND

DECEMBER 9 to 11

For a list of daily features, please visit:
aurora.ca/christmasmarket

905-726-4762 | #AuroraChristmasMarket |

Sponsored by:

5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
 (no admittance after 8:45 p.m.)

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel,
amend or change activities.

Turn your ticket into holiday magic in Toys  
for Tickets campaign

Parking tickets are rarely a positive 
for the recipient, but they can 
certainly help spread some positivity 
throughout the community during 
this holiday season.

The Town of  Aurora’s Toys for 
Tickets campaign is now in full swing.

Parking tickets issued within 
Aurora between November 22 and 
December 16, with the exception 
of  tickets issued for parking in a 
fire route, in an accessible parking 
space, or by obstructing an accessible 
parking space, can once again be 
paid for by donating a new toy or gift 
card to Town Hall.

All proceeds will support local 

families in need through the Town’s 
partnership with the York Regional 
Police’s Holiday Heroes campaign. 

According to Bylaw’s Alexander 
Wray, 2021 was a record year in 
terms of  the number of  donations 
received, a trend that didn’t 
necessarily correspond with the 
number of  tickets issued. Rather, it’s 
a sign of  the community’s support of  
the initiative.

“What we’ve started to notice is 
people are voluntarily just starting 
to come in and donate toys because 
it’s for a good cause; people just 
show up at Town Hall sometimes 
with toys that they’ve purchased or 
they’ve found on sale and they’ve 
dropped them off,” says Wray. “Last 
year we completely stuffed two of  

our SUVs with toys. When I started 
with the Town, the program was a 
lot smaller in terms of  donations. It’s 
something that seems to be growing 
astronomically on a year over year 
basis.”

Joining forces with the York 
Regional Police through its Holiday 
Heroes program was a “natural 
partnership” for Aurora’s Bylaw 
department, notes Wray, given their 
involvement of  the community and 
their knowledge of  what’s needed in 
“some of  the communities that are 
under-served or under-privileged.”

“Bylaw services is always looking 
to enhance our community partners 
and community image and work 
with the community that we serve,” 
says Wray. “I always joke that not 

everyone wants a bylaw officer 
at their door, we’re not the most 
exciting or fun people, but finding 
a way to give back is important 
to us. We’re trying to give to the 
community because, ultimately, it 
builds good character but it also 
helps the officers understand the 
impact of  people in our community 
who are underprivileged, are 
having a hard time, or are suffering, 
especially in an environment right 
now with high inflation…. I think 
it is more important now than ever 
because people are struggling. People 
are having a hard time coming out 
of  the pandemic and the YRP is an 
organization we trust and stand by.”

If  you would like to participate 
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My generation, by and large, had it 
pretty good.

Born almost right in the middle of  
the 1980s, we were able to catch the 
tail end of  the decade, so there’s still a 
point of  reference when we can share 
in the nostalgia that kids born in the 
70s seem to inexplicably have for the 
Reagan-Thatcher-Mulroney era, yet 
we were also young enough to feel 
like trailblazers who helped shape the 
1990s.

Although I hate when people are 
nostalgic for days gone by, especially 
when they refer to them as “the good 
ol’ days” or “a simpler time” as that’s 
almost invariably a sensation created 
by even the most mildly tinted rose-
coloured glasses, there is at least one 
area where there’s an element of  truth 
to it: staying home sick from school 
and/or work.

I know, I know, by now we’ve all 
probably had enough of  working or 
learning from home, sick or otherwise, 
to last a lifetime, but hear me out on 
this: who else has very fond memories 
of  not being able to go to school for 
one reason or another, and one of  the 
few things that made getting out of  
bed enticing was settling in at 11 a.m. 
with a nice bowl of  soothing soup and 
a date with Bob Barker as he pushed 
dinette sets, futons, and any number 
of  vehicles on people who had the 
luck to guess closest to the actual retail 
price without going over?

Let’s be real for a moment: with 
the concept of  practical-in-day-
to-day-life math lessons in class a 
shockingly and comparatively recent 
development, The Price is Right was 
really our first real crash course in 
price comparison, cheque writing, 
and, of  course, Plinko, now an OLG 
mainstay.

It was a treat to be able to catch it 
in the morning, as was the Canadian 
version of  Supermarket Sweep which 
saw people from our side of  the border 
show off  their prowess in power 
shopping and filling their carts with 
inflatable wheels of  cheese, papier-
mâché prosciutto, a rafter (don’t worry, 
I looked it up) of  frozen Butterball 
turkeys, and inordinate numbers of  

Obusforme back supports. 
So, really, we have no one to blame 

but ourselves.
Blame? I’m talking about a return 

to some of  the grotesque scenes we 
see creeping over to our side of  the 
border when, as is so often the case 
after American Thanksgiving, people 
were lined up for hours outside of  the 
big box stores of  their choice, looking 
to get a deal on the latest and greatest 
tchotchke they allegedly can’t live 
without.

I’m not, of  course, talking about the 
people who were out there tempting 
the fickle finger of  fate by waiting 
for their chance to take a crack at 
something that might be essential but 
previously financially out of  reach, 
like a new refrigerator or range; 
rather, I’m referring to the people 
who would wrestle a neighbour for a 
slightly cheaper Xbox, ten bucks off  
the latest and greatest game to play 
on it, or a 75 per cent cut on a pair of  
jeans that were ripped all to hell but 
ripped just right.

Maybe I’m the odd one out, but 
generally speaking I’ve never really 
seen the point of  all the Black Friday 
foofaraw. Perhaps it would make more 
sense if  Black Friday was aligned 
with our own domestic Thanksgiving 
rather than the American Christmas 
warm-up, but I doubt it.

I’m not necessarily beholden to 
the idea of  getting out of  bed in the 
middle of  the night to find a place in 
line simply for the privilege of  giving 
away whatever money just to get the 
thrill of  a deal.

To date, my one “big” Black 
Friday purchase was a good deal on 
a 32” television set found at a local 
grocery store nearly a decade ago on 
a lunchtime sandwich run. A “big 
buy” of  a portrait of  Eartha Kitt, 
priced to move at a shop within a 
Toronto movie theatre, was my one 
contribution to this year’s effort.

Now, as I write this, we’re in the 
middle-of-the-day heat on so-called 
Cyber Monday and, going by my 
social media feeds, I see the drive to 
find deals is as strong a few days later. 

Don’t get me wrong; I don’t 
begrudge anyone getting a deal, 
nor do I begrudge any business for 
dancing the dance of  the seven 50 
per cent off  veils in order to drum up 
commerce and make up any ground 
that may have been lost during the 
pandemic. And, in a time of  high 
inflation, anything that can help 
stretch a dollar, is a good thing. 

What fascinates me, and not 
necessarily is a positive way, is the two 
very different pictures this singular 
phenomenon creates.

The position that we write from 
gives us a unique perspective on the 
communities we serve.

It’s no secret that the holidays are 
a time when food banks and similar 
services that help our neighbours 
make ends meet hurt the most. While 
people are invariably generous at this 
time of  year, the needs are higher 
than ever before.

Additionally, now more than 
ever before, for some of  the reasons 
listed above, we’re seeing these needs 
hovering sky-high year-round.

The images we are bombarded with 
of  individuals willing to physically 
brawl over anything from a cheap air 
fryer or a marked-down entertainment 
system that would barely fit into 
the average living room are hard to 
reconcile with the true needs we know 
are out there in the community.

Let’s hope that those who came out 
in the dark of  night to tap their cards 
will take a moment to tap once again 
if  they see a Salvation Army kettle 
this year, buy an extra item or two to 
help fill a cruiser parked outside their 
favourite grocery store, or donate the 
“outmoded” versions of  whatever 
their Black Friday spoils are intended 
to replace, to people who actually 
need them.

And, while we’re at it, in the true 
spirit of  Bob Barker, do their bit to 
help control the pet population by 
having their pets spayed or neutered.

Machell’s Corners

My name is Cathy Williams and I 
am very fortunate to have served as the 
Chair of  the Aurora Farmers’ Market 
for the last few years.

2022 has been our best year ever, our 
numbers are higher than ever, sales are 
up and sponsorship is up.

I would like to thank the board and 
staff  of  the market for doing an amazing 
job keeping this market running.

I would also like to thank our many 
sponsors without whom we could not 
have accomplished any of  this.

We have the best volunteers working 
very hard every Saturday at the market.

Our vendors, who come out every 
Saturday morning, rain or shine, are 
very dedicated, and welcoming to 
everyone that comes out.

David Heard, our resident DJ, 
continues to create a wonderful 
ambience at the market, and made us 
all forget our troubles for a little while.

My thanks to the Town of  Aurora 
and York Region Public Health for 
supporting us and cheering us on.

Last but hardly least I would like 
to thank the people of  the Town of  
Aurora, our customers, for coming out 
every week and for supporting us and 
for making our market so successful. We 
could not have done it without any of  
you.

We continue to build on the strides 
we have made in the past few years and 
hopefully we will continue in that vein

My sincere thanks to you all.

Cathy Williams
Board Chair

Aurora Farmers’ Market

We are seniors who recently visited 
the Hurst Bakery, to pick up a special 
treat for our grandchildren who were 
sick with colds.

We walked into the store with a 
younger gentleman who had arrived on 
his bike.

As we were checking out, the cashier 
handed us our purchase with a smile 
and mentioned that everything had 
been paid for by the gentleman beside 
us.

He was so gracious and humble as 
we thanked him, delighted to hear that 
his treat was on its way to make some 
children smile. 

We were smiling for the rest of  the 
day ourselves, having felt so blessed by 
his kindness.

Thank you, Eric, for “Paying it 
Forward.”

You inspire us to share what we 
have and to show kindness to others, 
especially during the Christmas Season 
of  giving. May God bless you.

Gary & Janie Brooks
Aurora

www.TheAuroran.com

@TheAuroranNews

To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email 
to brock@lpcmedia.ca  

Deadline for submissions  
is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Farmers’ Market posts 
best season ever

Thanks for “paying it 
forward” at bakery
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We are now nearing the end of  2022 
and the holiday season is around the 
corner. This is a time of  year when we 
should rejoice in celebration and joy as 
we enter the winter months.

I want to start off  by wishing you and 
yours happy holidays. During this season 
of  hope and joy, let’s take this time to 
be grateful for what life has offered; 
whether it be reaching a new milestone 
on a personal journey, overcoming any 
challenges, or simply being surrounded 
by the company of  people we cherish in 
life. 

It’s also a time when the community 
celebrates winter festivities and displays 
colourful Christmas decorations 
throughout the streets such as festive 
wreathes, Christmas trees, and various 
other decorations. This is an opportunity 
for Ontarians to spend time with family 
and friends around the fireplace to share 
stories and reflect on the past with one 
another.

Every year, I get to share the start 
of  the Christmas season with members 
of  the community at the Santa Claus 
Parade hosted by the Town of  Aurora. 
This is a community tradition that is 

held in the center of  Town to bring light 
and holiday spirit for this special time of  
year, so I would like to thank all of  the 
organizers and volunteers for their hard 
work and effort in making this celebration 
possible. As always, it is wonderful to see 
our community come together to share 
some holiday cheer.

I also want to take this opportunity to 
thank all of  our front-line workers across 
the province who continue to sacrifice 
so much for Ontarians. From our 
healthcare workers to our front-line first 

responders, thank you for all that you do. 
I would also like to thank Ontarians and 
Canadians serving abroad. I know some 
members of  our military will not be 
home for the holidays, so it is important 
that we recognize and thank them for 
their service to our country and for 
keeping us safe.

I would also like to thank Aurora 
residents for their continued support. 
It is an honour and a privilege to serve 
my community and I look forward to 
advocating on your behalf  in the Ontario 
Legislature in 2023. I will continue to 
push for the best interests of  constituents 
and address any concerns you may have.

I would like to close this year’s final 
issue by thanking everyone for all their 
patience and support in assisting the 
community this past year. I encourage 
everyone to celebrate the holiday season 
in a safe and responsible manner and to 
do your part to help keep our community 
healthy and safe.

As always, if  you ever need further assistance, 
please do not hesitate to contact my constituency 
office at 905-773-6250 or by emailing my office 
at michael.parsaco@pc.ola.org. 

Academics, pollsters and consultants 
have felled many trees in search of  the 
answer to why people don’t vote.

The amount of  individuals exercising 
their respective franchise has continued to 
drop – be it federal, provincial or municipal 
elections.

Fifteen years ago, the provincial 
governing Liberals, in trying to reverse 
this trend, formed the Citizens’ Assembly 
on Electoral Reform. This panel was 
charged with looking at our first-past-the-
post voting system and see if  it should be 
changed.

After extensive consultation, the 
Assembly issued its report; they wanted 
to see a new system, the Mixed Member 
Proportional system, utilized rather than 
the existing first-past-the-post system.

Ontarians voted against the adoption 
this new system in a province-wide 
referendum, held in conjunction with the 
provincial election later that year.

As I have written on this page numerous 
times over the years, for all its obvious flaws, 
the existing electoral system does work.

Further, why change the voting 
system if  people are not taking their civic 
responsibility seriously? Why make it 
better or easier to vote if  a large number 
of  people are already apathetic? 

Voters should show us that they care 
– by using their franchise – before any 
material changes are made.

Look at this past October’s municipal 
election. We had an exciting three-person 
race for mayor and twenty individuals 
stepped forward to seek Council seats. 
There were also important issues on the 
table that affect all of  our everyday lives: 
the issues of  growth, the level, quality and 
costs of  services, and the appropriate level 
of  taxation.

But how did we repay these 23 

individuals? With a voter turn-out of  26.5 
percent.

Shameful!
My rather pithy conclusion to all this:
“Before we are given the keys to the 

Porsche, let’s show that we can drive the 
station wagon first.”

Is there anything that is minor, practical, 
interesting and easy to implement that 
could be done within our Town’s borders 
to measurably increase voter turnout?

The quickest way, but I am not sure if  
it fits within the parameters of  the United 
Nations Geneva Convention, is to force 
everyone who did not vote in the most 
previous election to come to a future Town 
Council meeting and sit through the entire 
session – and no sleeping allowed! Talk 
about the concept of  scared straight!

Another potentially less hazardous 
approach is to get Council to set aside say 
$6,000 to $12,000 annually for election 
prizes. Based upon an Aurora population 
of  sixty thousand people, this works out to a 
nominal ten to twenty cents per person. All 
those who actually cast a vote in municipal, 
provincial and federal elections would be 
eligible. Five draws would be done after 
every election. Those who actually vote 
could win a cash prize of  $1,000 to $2,000. 

In its simplest format, Aurora would be 

divided into say six geographic zones, to 
match each of  the electoral wards.

Of  the six prizes, the first two would be 
drawn from everyone who lives in Aurora 
and actually voted. The next two prizes 
would only be eligible to those voters in the 
zone/ward that garnered the highest voter 
turnout. I would make the last prize eligible 
to those who live in the two highest voting 
zones; the people in the highest voting 
zone therefore get an extra opportunity to 
win a prize. 

As we are not only encouraging an 
individual to vote, but also to enlist their 
neighbours to vote as well, we could call 
this the “Spread the Vote” program.

The other approach is to not go 
to Council at all. In this case, the six 
voting zones would still be employed but 
instead of  cash prizes, companies in our 
community would be asked to contribute 
goods or services as prizes.

In exchange for the donations, these 
companies would receive free publicity in 
the local media or at the event when the 
winners are announced. 

It may be difficult to get a $1,000 to 
$2,000 gift from any one business, but why 
not put together a prize package. Have a 
bunch of  companies donate ten to twenty 
gifts having a market value of  $100 each 
and this would constitute one prize. 

The draw could be done once per 
year as part of  the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce Gala Dinner that is held every 
fall or the draw could be done during the 
Town’s Community Recognition Awards 
held each spring.

Having had only a 26.5 per cent voter 
turnout this past October, why not give this 
idea a try? 

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

67% 33%
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Should indoor mask mandates be reinstated this fall and winter?
Previous Poll Results

Continued on page 9

Last week, Council had a special 
meeting to specifically deal with the 
Provincial Bill 23, the More Homes 
Built Faster Act, 2022.

Council unanimously passed the 
motion opposing Bill 23 in its current 
form and requesting that the province 
halt the advancement of  this Bill, so 
that meaningful consultation with 
municipalities can take place, so that we 
can truly work together to address this 
housing crisis.

Here is what I said about Bill 23 at 
the Council table:

 
Despite being responsible for some 

of  the most important immediate 
services our residents need – roads, 
sewers, water, policing, EMT and fire, 
long term care, housing, public health, 
to name just a few – our ability to 
deliver these services is increasingly 
limited by the ever-changing scope of  
our authority.

In particular as it speaks to growth 
and development.

Indeed, as I have said before, the 
biggest challenge we face, as a Council 
and a community, is our limited 
authority to ensure community focused 
growth and development.

Bill 23 not only fails to give us the 
tools we need, it strips us of  the ability 
to use the ones we have.

We have a housing crisis in this 
country, and it affects every community, 
large and small. But it does not affect 
each community in the same way. The 
diversity of  housing needs are a function 
of  a complex often community-specific 
set of  factors that cannot simply be 
generalized in a one size fits all policy 
statement.

Do we need more housing? 
Absolutely. But what kind of  housing? 
How much? Where?

Macro planning objectives are 
the purview of  the Province and 
are reflected in provincial policy 
statements and related legislation with 
the expectation that municipalities will 
create a community level plan that will 
reflect those broader policy goals.

The province sets the targets – 
housing, population, density – and the 
municipalities create the plans to meet 
those targets.

The Minister of  Municipal Affairs is 
not the Town Planner for each of  the 
444 municipalities in Ontario.

Nor should they be.
That’s our job.
Aurora has consistently met the 

province’s growth and housing 
objectives.

Aurora’s population between 2016 – 
2021 grew by almost 12%. That’s more 
than double the provincial average of  
5.8% and the national average of  5.2%

Much of  the northern six 
municipalities in York Region had 
similar growth.

And that growth is expected to 
continue.

Aurora has been successful in 
managing growth despite the challenges 
we face. Through our Official Plan, 
we have been implementing zoning 
requirements specifically designed to 

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Parsa’s 
Perspective

Michael Parsa, MPP 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

An idea to encourage voting

Will the Provincial Government’s 
Bill 23 have a positive impact  

on the housing crunch?

The Aurora Museum & Archives is rounding up…

Some overdue accounts!
Accounts receivable.  About as boring a department as can exist in a sprawling industrial complex like the J. Fleury’s Sons on Wellington West.  But H.W. 
Fleury, one of the eponymous Sons, was apparently a fastidious receiver of accounts.  These three stamps and ink pad (2015.11.92d) came to us in a 
wooden box with H.W.’s name on it.  The NOTICE stamp bears the strongly worded text: “Several applications have been made to you for payment of this 
account which is much overdue.  Please make immediate settlement and save further trouble and expense.” Looks like it’s time to pay up!

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

GETTING  
THINGS DONE
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ever-changing scope of  our authority,” said 
Mayor Tom Mrakas, speaking to his motion 
calling on Council to reject the tenets of  Bill 
23. “In particular as it speaks to growth and 
development. Indeed, as I have said before, 
the biggest challenge we face as a Council 
and community is our limited authority 
to ensure community focused-growth and 
development. Bill 23 not only fails to give us 
the tools we need, it strips us of  the ability 
to use the ones that we have. We have a 
housing crisis in this country and it affects 
every community large and small. But it 
does not affect each community in the same 
way. The diversity of  housing needs are a 

function of  a complex, often community. 
Specific set of  factors that cannot simply 
be generalized in a one size fits all policy 
statement.

“Do we need more housing? Absolutely. 
But what kind of  housing? How much and 
where? Macro planning objectives are the 
purview of  the Province and are reflected 
in the Provincial policy statements and 
related legislation with the expectation that 
municipalities will create a community level 
plan that will affect those broader policy 
goals. The Province sets the targets: housing, 
population, density, and the municipalities 
create the plans to meet those targets.”

Aurora, he continued, has “consistently 

met” the Province’s growth targets and 
housing objectives, with Aurora growing by 
12 per cent between 2016 and 2021, more 
than double the Provincial average. 

“We have been encouraging growth 
of  the much-needed missing middle, the 
gentle density our community wants for 
years and we have seen an increase in these 
types of  developments but not enough. We 
could do more if  we have the authority 
to enforce our Official Plan. If  Bill 23 
is adopted as is, we will have even less 
authority to incentivise the development 
of  much needed attainable housing. Even 
more concerning is we will have drastically-
reduced ability to fund the services our 
residents need both now and in the future. 
The impact of  this Bill on the municipal 
taxpayer is simply staggering. The proposed 
reduction in development charges is 
estimated to cost taxpayers collectively in 
the billions of  dollars. “

The cost of  infrastructure, he added, 
“doesn’t simply disappear” and deducing 
DC charges could either result in “higher 
property taxes, drastically reduced services, 
or, quite frankly, both.”

“There is little evidence that any of  the 
measures in this Bill will build the housing 
we need,” he concluded. “It won’t be built 
where we need it or at the price our residents 
can afford. Bill 23 effectively guts many of  
the legislative mechanisms we rely upon as 
a municipality to fund our infrastructure 
needs, plan future parks and amenities, 
protect our natural and built heritage, and 
plan for growth and development. I do 
agree with the Province that urgent action 
is needed to address the housing crisis in 
our communities but I strongly oppose to 
the proposed methods of  achieving it.”

This was a view shared by Council and 
following Mayor Mrakas’ introduction 
of  his motion, discussions continued with 
Ward 4 Councillor Michael Thompson 
questioning how municipalities will 
be expected to make up for a loss in 
development charge revenue. The attitude 
from the Province of  “we’ll figure it out 
later” doesn’t cut it, he added.

“For decades, municipalities and AMO 
(Association of  Municipalities of  Ontario) 
have been advocating to the Provincial 
government that there is an infrastructure 
deficit. Municipalities own 60 per cent 
of  the infrastructure but get about 10 
cents of  every tax dollar,” said Councillor 
Thompson. “We cannot maintain the 
infrastructure without the Province’s help 
and DCs are critical to maintain that… for 
them to take pieces of  that away so growth 
no longer pays for growth is irresponsible 
in my opinion and there has got to be a 
plan to allow for municipalities to make up 
for the loss and it needs to be detailed and 
explained to us long before this legislation 
is passed.”

Ward 2 Councillor Rachel Gilliland 
noted that she supported attainable housing 
but as far as Bill 23 goes the “consultation 
piece” was missing. Also taking a hit through 
the Bill, she said, was the Town’s efforts 
to have guidelines in place to protect the 
Town’s so-called Stable Neighbourhoods 
from incompatible development. 

“Now they are completely irrelevant,” 
she said. “I say, ‘what’s really the point?’ We 

have these protections in place for a reason. 
I am disappointed at development charges. 
At the end of  the day, these DCs ebb and 
flow and we use the 10-year capital plan to 
ensure we’re kind of  in a positive space…

“We’re going to have to buckle up our 
straps and it’s going to end up coming 
down onto the tax base, which is something 
right now we just don’t need. Another big 
alarming part for me is the Conservation 
Authorities. It is pretty much eliminating 
some of  the reviewing and commenting 
on these development projects and putting 
a lot of  that pressure on to the municipality. 
We don’t have staff  or the expertise to 
be handling these files. What’s going 
to happen? We have the Conservation 
Authorities who are the experts. Should 
we not be using this body to handle 
these sensitive issues? We’re lacking this 
collaborative approach and should be 
holding our Conservation Authorities near 
and dear.”

Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese agreed 
that Bill 23 will see costs fall to the taxpayers 
and requested a further breakdown on its 
impact in the coming weeks as the new 
Council begins the budget process.

“This government has decided they’re 
going to increase the taxes of  every human 
being who is a taxpayer in this Province and 
I don’t know how they can do this without 
thinking about walking it back,” he said. “I 
think these submissions that we’re making 
are vital to make sure that they understand 
the egregious violation that they have 
made, but we have to be clear: there has to 
be a shared responsibility here, not just lay 
it all down on the municipalities.”

Added Ward 3 Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner, “Heritage preservation is going 
to take a hit in this Bill. It’s going to be 
harder for us to protect our built heritage. 
There are so many problems with this 
Bill. If  we don’t have [the Conservation 
Authorities’] help with long-term planning, 
how are we going to do the best we can in 
the context of  the climate change. 

“I know we want to put our municipal 
reservations front and centre but I think 
as a municipality in the wider context it 
would be appropriate for us to mention 
these other things.”

Concluding the discussion, Ward 
6 Councillor Harold Kim said Bill 23 
becomes “more far-reaching” the more you 
read it. While he said the Bill would indeed 
reduce DCs, Community Benefit Charges 
and parkland dedication, he zeroed in on 
the overall financial implications.

“Even when people consider that growth 
paid for growth, which I always thought 
was untrue, some studies had calculated 
that to be about 80 per cent and with 
the current DC revenue reduction we’re 
looking at probably the neighbourhood 
of  70 per cent,” he said, before turning his 
attention to the Bill’s heritage impacts.

“To essentially eliminate the option of  
listing a property on a heritage list… that is 
quite drastic and it is quite frankly offensive 
to a community. It’s not just fiscal heritage, 
it’s also natural resources. Now they are 
saying that you can’t even list the natural 
heritage, water bodies, or anything else as 
heritage unless it is part of  a development. 
That goes to how extreme this Bill is.”

Province’s housing plans get formal thumbs-down from Council
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Holiday Heroes Toy Drive 
Donation Drop-off Location 
 669 Wellington Street East, Aurora

Drop off new, unwrapped toys or gift cards to NewRoads Aurora Toyota by December 16.  
100% of donations directly support families from our community who are in need.

New Roads Aurora Toyota is proud to support 
the York Regional Police Holiday Heroes Toy Drive

ATOY-HolidayHeroes-Auroran.qxp_Layout 1  2022-11-28  12:06 PM  Page 2

Potential high-rise on Wellington Street sparks Council action

Any plans for a 12+ storey high 
rise on Wellington Street East have 
been temporarily frozen by Council 
pending “fulsome examination” of  
the issue.

In contention is a move by the 
Province of  Ontario to amend 
the Regional Official Plan to set 
a “minimum 12-storey building 
height” for a development project on 
the southwest corner of  Wellington 
Street East at Leslie.

The changes, Council contends, 
were handed down from the Minister 
of  Municipal Affairs and Housing 
without any consultation with the 
lower levels of  government.

Council responded at a Special 
Council meeting held Tuesday, 
November 22, by passing an Interim 
Control Bylaw (ICBL) that would 
“temporarily prohibit” development 
on the parcel of  land until the 
Town can have a “more fulsome 
examination of  the appropriate use, 
density, and height for the land.”

All of  these issues were on the 
table this past spring when Council 
rejected a proposal for the same 
quadrant – but, at that time, it was a 
plan for a seven-storey block.

Convening last week, Council 
members questioned how the 
Minister made his decision to change 
the targets for one specific block in 
Aurora.

“When it came to us, this Council 
stood strong and opposed that 
application,” said Councillor John 
Gallo of  the original seven-storey 
proposal. “Now what we have is a 
Minister that feels they know better 
than us around the table, the staff, 
public…and has circumvented the 
entire process and has given them 
the green light, and you can bet that 
they’re going to appeal whatever we’re 

doing tonight. This to me just stinks 
and I don’t know how this developer 
is managing to get such a smooth, 
clear path to this development, but 
they’ve managed it.”

“I am not going to sit back and 
watch it happen and not have the 
public understand the entire process 
this took and how off  the rails this 
took, and the impact that if  this moves 
forward will have on the community,” 
Councillor Gallo concluded.

Councillor Michael Thompson said 
he shared in the “disappointment”, 
“outrage”, and was a “little bit 
flabbergasted by the process in which 
this comes to us.”

Speaking in support of  the motion 
for the ICBL, he said he wanted 
Council’s opposition reflected in 
writing to the Minister, Premier 
Doug Ford, and MPP Michael Parsa.

“There was no communication, 
no collaboration, no consideration…
to say this was even on the radar,” 
said Councillor Thompson. “When 
we look at the various levels of  
government, we always talk about 
the fact we need to work in concert 
with one another to help resolve and 
move forward on issues and this was 
not the case. I think a letter needs 
to be sent officially from the Town 
and all of  Council expressing exactly 
what we’re saying here tonight, 
demanding an explanation. We need 
to understand how this came about 
and why.”

Council duly agreed to send the 
letter on the issue, which Councillor 
Ron Weese described as an 
“outrageous overreach on behalf  of  
the province.”

This was a view shared by Mayor 
Tom Mrakas who said it “boggles 
the mind” why the Minister would 
“cherry pick” a property that is 
outside the Town’s designated Major 
Transit Station Area.

“Why this one? What’s the 
reasoning? What’s the logic behind 

this? It makes absolutely no sense, 
it’s absolutely unacceptable for the 
Minister of  Municipal Affairs to be 
dealing as a Town planner instead 
of  doing his job as the Minister,” 
said Mayor Mrakas. “They need to 
be dealing at a macro level while we 
deal at a micro level. I am hopeful 
that maybe we will get an answer 
and hear what their rationale was for 
this. To this day we have not received 
anything, no explanation, but we 
need to do what we can do, use the 
tools that are afforded to us.

“The (ICBL) is one tool that is 
available for us to implement this 
Interim Control Bylaw to freeze any 
development on this parcel of  land 
while we study this and find out just 
what happened.”

Town Planner Marco Ramunno 
noted that since Council rejected 

the original proposal of  seven 
storeys earlier this year, that plan 
was duly appealed to the Ontario 
Land Tribunal, with the first case 
management conference on the 
file scheduled for this Thursday, 
December 1.

11 Allaura Blvd  #10  Aurora On L4G 3N2 

Visit:
www.auroratransitautoglass.com
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“Beer, it’s the best damn  
drink in the world.”

Cheers to Jack Nicholson

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

“Beer, it’s the best damn  
drink in the world.”

Cheers to Jack Nicholson
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*Conditions apply

Come for a Winter Stay  
at The Roxborough

Call Melanie or Krista for details Call (905) 853-4573 | 1 Roxborough Road, Newmarket, ON
Across from Southlake Regional Health Centre

Come stay warm and cozy with us  
from December 1st - March 1st

Let us do the shoveling! Spend this winter worry free and 
experience the safety and comfort of The Roxborough.

Your Winter Stay package includes:
• Choice of available 

suites 
• Free phone, cable  

& internet (WIFI) 
• All moving  

costs*

Shine Through the Rain ramping up support for 
local families ahead of the holidays

Dealing with a life-threatening illness 
is a traumatic and taxing experience for 

any family, but as joyous as the holiday 
season is for some, it can also add an 
extra layer of  challenges and stressors.

This is a reality that has been 
recognized by York Region’s Shine 
Through the Rain Foundation and one 

they hope can be addressed, at least 
in part, through their Adopt a Family 
program.

The Shine Through the Rain 
Foundation was founded to help 
individuals and families affected by 
life-threatening illness with advice, 
guidance, and financial support “as 
they try to navigate emotional, physical 
and financial challenges that arise from 
a health crisis.”

“The needs exist for our client families 
throughout the year, but certainly, as we 
get into the fall, people have their heat 
that they need, which is always a given, 
and we’re hearing from our families and 
the healthcare professionals that refer 
them, that inflation is certainly adding 
to their financial stresses,” explains the 
Foundation’s Laurie Docimo.

“There are increased utility costs, 
and with the Christmas holidays 
coming, while it is nice to have toys 
under the tree and gifts for the kids, 
it’s [sometimes] the last thing they can 
afford. We hear from families that while 
it is nice to have the gifts, they can’t even 
think about that. If  someone wants to 
help, of  course we’re happy to receive 
gifts of  toys and gift cards to favourite 
toy stores, but what’s more important 
to them is to know that their rent that 
is already overdue is taken care of, their 
basic utilities, they would appreciate 
having those overdue bills taken care 
of. Of  course, they’re worried about 
putting food on the table year-round, 
but especially during the holidays, 
they’re just so much more aware of  
what they do not have.”

The Foundation’s Adopt a Family 
Program during the holidays is ideal 
for a company, organization, group 
of  friends, or even an individual who 
wants to help make a real difference 
in the lives of  their neighbours and 
members of  their community, says 
Docimo. 

“If  they want to help our different 
families, we have the capability to 
match them with a suitable family and 
we can focus on the local area and 
whatever their budget is,” Docimo 
explains. “For $100, we can purchase 
a grocery gift card to the family’s 
closest grocery store so they can select 
foods appropriate to their personal 
preferences, medical needs, cultural 
and religious preferences, whatever 
they would need and like.

“The families that we help are 
the families that are falling through 

the cracks. There are very few other 
charitable programs available to the 
people who come to us, so by helping 
our client families we’re giving them a 
hand up so they do not fall through the 
cracks. We cover the basics: the patients 
who are referred to us, they are living 
with a life-threatening illness and the 
expenses of  that, increased expenses 
such as chemo pills to take at home 
is costly. Not everybody has private 
health benefits. OHIP does not cover 
all medications nor assistive devices 
and income is lost.”

In addition to their Adopt a Family 
program, also in the works to spread 
some holiday cheer is a Paediatric 
Christmas Party coming up on 
December 17, which is a way for kids 
with a family member who is currently 
in treatment, to attend with their 
families and meet their peers.

Most of  the people who have 
attended in the past have been kids 
whose parents have been the patients.

“When one of  their parents is 
diagnosed, they’re impacted as well and 
they suffer as well – financially, socially 
and emotionally,” says Docimo, noting 
that while there is no cost to attend, 
there are other costs on the table for the 
organization that the community can 
help with. “We send some toys or gift 
cards for each child attending and we 
really need some people – companies 
and donors – to help us cover the costs 
so we can send a child to this party with 
their families at no cost to them.”

But as urgent as the needs are 
now, Docimo stresses that the time 
immediately after Christmas is among 
the most difficult for clients and their 
families.

“We will still have an Adopt a Family 
program for the winter because…
when the Christmas holidays are done 
and over with, people move on and 
don’t stop to think that the needs are 
still great. After Christmas is when 
most families, whether they are facing 
a life-threatening illness or not, is 
when they see increased utility bills; 
we’ll often see an increase in more of  
our families being overdue on their 
basic utility bills because it’s usually so 
much colder in January and February. 
Of  course they’re already ill and it’s 
really important for them to remain 
reasonably comfortable.”

For more information on the Shine Through 
the Rain Foundation and various ways you can 
help, visit shinethroughtherain.ca.
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Richmond Hill Retirement Residence
70 Bernard Ave., Richmond Hill, ON  L4C 0W7

Follow us on Facebook @richmondhillretirement
Visit us online at VerveSeniorLiving.com

Call (905) 770-4704

Ugly Christmas Sweater Painting Class 

Wednesday, December 14th at 2:00 p.m.
Escape the cold and come to Richmond Hill 
Retirement wearing your favorite ugly holiday sweater 
and join us as we transform plain painting canvases 
into our favorite Christmas sweater designs! Celebrate 
International Gingerbread Cookie Day with us and sip 
on some warm hot chocolate while you’re here!

Lianne Harris – The Queen’s Closet 
Wednesday, December 7th at 2:00 p.m.
Join us at RHRRas Presenter Lianne Harris weaves an 
intriguing one-hour tapestry of connections between 
historical clothing, and war, power, greed, and 
corruption, but also that of love, loyalty, education, 
enlightenment, and adventure! A fascinating 
exploration into the cultural, political, and religious 
influences on fashion and the status and power it so 
magnificently represented.

December 7th December 14th

RESERVE A SPOT WITH GIGGET OR SAMRA TO SIGN UP!

DECEMBER

R ENDE ZVOUS
AT RICHMOND HILL RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

COMPLIMENTARY IN-PERSON EVENTS FOR ACTIVE SENIORS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY

Call today as space is limited!

 

 
1924 - 95 Years Serving York Region - 2019   

  

905.727.4258
Call us at: 

Step back to the Victorian Era at Hillary House’s Family Christmas

As a family home in addition to a 
doctor’s office for much of  its history, 
Hillary House National Historic Site 
played host to scores of  Christmas 
celebrations, and kept pace with the 
times as traditions changed and evolved.

This month, you have the opportunity 
to step back in time to traditional 

Victorian Christmas celebrations as the 
Aurora Historical Society prepares to 
host A Family Christmas.

Slated to take place throughout the 
day on Sunday, December 11, the event 
will include festive crafts and treats, 
storytelling and a visit from Santa 
himself.

“We’re open all day long and people 
can just [get a ticket] to come in and 
do holiday crafts with us, take photos 
with Santa, and get some festive treats,” 

says Selin Kahramanoglu, Outreach 
Coordinator for the Aurora Historical 
Society. “Being a family residence, it’s 
always nice to bring families back into 
the space and have them all gather here 
for holiday traditions. The Victorian 
period was always pretty impressive 
during Christmastime. We are perfectly 
suited to host festivities at this time of  
year.”

Those who attended Saturday’s Santa 
Under the Stars parade on Yonge Street 
got a sneak peek of  some of  the work 
that has gone into getting Hillary House 
holiday ready.

As they visited the veranda for some 
free hot chocolate ahead of  the event, 
parade-goers were able to take in some 
of  the beautifully natural Christmas 
decorations created for the house by 
Garden Aurora (formally the Aurora 
Garden & Horticultural Society).

Garden Aurora will return to Hillary 
House this Saturday, December 3, for a 
Holiday Wreath Decorating Workshop.

“We’re excited to show people how 
to make their own holiday wreaths to 
hang on their doors,” says AHS Curator 
Kathleen Vahey. “We decorate Hillary 
House in a traditional Victorian manner. 
We have our interpretive rooms and we 
want people to learn about the history 
of  Hillary House while they’re here and 
of  holiday celebrations in the past. It’s 
a way people can come in and learn 

a craft but in a historic setting. The 
wreath-decorating workshop uses all-
natural materials, so it is very much a 
heritage-esque kind of  workshop. Our 
Family Christmas is also an open house 
for Hillary House for people to come in 
and kind of  explore the house and learn.

“It is a family tradition for a lot of  
people. We see a lot of  returning faces 
and last year being the return coming 
back from COVID we saw a lot of  new 
faces as well, so it will be a tradition for 
people. We want to see them come back 
year after year and we love to see the 
new faces.”

For Kahramanoglu, there is still much 
to see and explore for new and familiar 
faces alike.

“The house itself, even when it’s not 
decorated [for the holidays] is already 
pretty impressive. It’s already great 
to see, especially it being a National 
Historic Site here in Aurora,” she says. 
“During Christmas, we amp it up a little 
bit and you not only get sneak peeks of  
the rooms but you also get to engage in 
activities with us. Get to know a local 
landmark, get to engage with other 
community members and neighbours 
who are coming in, and get to know 
Aurora while you’re here.”

For more information on these and any other 
upcoming events, visit aurorahs.com or call 905-
727-8991.

meet provincial planning policy and 
provincially set population targets. We 
have been encouraging the growth of  
the much needed “missing middle”, 
the gentle density that our community 
wants, for years and we have seen an 
increase in these types of  developments.

But not enough.
We could do more if  we had the 

authority to enforce our Official Plan.
If  Bill 23 is adopted, as is, we will 

have even less authority to incentivize 
the development of  much-needed 
attainable housing.

And even more concerning is we will 
have drastically reduced ability to fund 
the services our residents need both 
now and in the future.

The impact of  this Bill on the 
municipal taxpayer is simply staggering.

The proposed reduction in 
development charges is estimated to 
cost taxpayers collectively in the billions 
of  dollars.

DCs are charged so that “growth 
pays for growth,” that the infrastructure 
needed for future developments isn’t 
paid for by existing taxpayers.

But this Bill turns that whole notion 
on its head.

To quote from the public comments 
on Bill 23, filed by the Association of  
Municipalities of  Ontario: “The Bill 
proposes changes to infrastructure 
financing that would shift costs from 
developers to municipalities based 
on a faulty assumption that savings 
will be passed on to new homeowners 
and renters, (i.e., that house prices 
are determined by the cost of  inputs 
rather than market forces). Unless fully 
offset with a new source of  municipal 
infrastructure funding, this departure 
from the principle that growth pays 
for growth will result in property 
tax increases and service reductions. 
Preliminary analysis indicates that 
Bill 23, if  enacted, would reduce the 
municipal resources available to service 
new developments by more than $5.1 
billion over the next nine years. This 
estimate includes a reduction of  over 
$400 million for community housing 
during the same period.”

Put simply, the cost of  housing, of  
infrastructure, of  services, of  amenities 
doesn’t simply disappear. Someone has 
to pay. And that someone will be all of  
us through higher property taxes, or 
drastically reduced services – or both.

The price for building new homes 
should not be the wholesale destruction 
of  municipal authority and effective 
environmental protection.

Bill 23 proposes extraordinary 
changes to planning, environmental, 
conservation, heritage, social and public 
policy and legislation in support of  the 
proposed goal of  “more housing.”

No evidence, metrics, or data for that 
matter is provided to support claims 
that these drastic changes are needed 
to achieve the goal of  building much 
needed housing. Frankly, there’s little 
evidence that any of  the measures in 
this Bill 23 will build the housing we 

need, where we need it at a price our 
residents can afford.

Bill 23 effectively guts many of  the 
legislative mechanisms we rely upon as a 
municipality to fund our infrastructure 
needs, plan future parks and amenities, 
protect our natural and built heritage, 
and plan for growth and development.

I agree with the province that urgent 
action is needed to address the housing 
crisis in our communities.

But I strongly oppose the proposed 
method of  achieving it.

As always, if  you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact me by 
email tmrakas@aurora.ca or by phone 
905-726-4746. I am here for you.

GETTING THINGS DONE

Nancy, Selin, Katelyn, and Hannan helped serve hot chocolate from the verandah of Hillary House 
National Historic Site ahead of the 2022 Santa Under the Stars parade last Saturday night. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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What sets a Pickering College education apart? What sets a Pickering College education apart? 
It’s belonging to a warm and welcomingwarm and welcoming  school communityschool community that supports your child every 

step of the way through their academic journey. It’s a place where students are encouraged 

to discover who they are as individuals, and are guided to identify what they are passionate 

about so that they can thrivethey can thrive as values-based decision makers. It’s developing students into 

innovative, courageous and compassionate global citizens who go beyond theory and take take 

action to make changeaction to make change. It’s instilling in our students an ability and a responsibility to make a ability and a responsibility to make a 

differencedifference in the world and leave the community better than they found it. It’s more than a 

school – it’s a community. Find your place at PC.
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18:1 
Average 

Class Size

Students 
from 

25+ Countries

100% 
Post-Secondary 

Acceptance

Grade 6 & 
Grade 9 

Entry Years

100%  
University 
Acceptance

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, February 16 
6:30 p.m.

Virtual event registration: 
pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran
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Saturday, October 22
10:00 a.m.

 Event Registration:
 pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Wednesday, January 11
6:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 14
10:00 a.m.

OPEN HOUSE

Event Registration 
pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Seasonal boutique and holiday fun returns to 
Pickering College

Scratch some items off  your 
Christmas shopping list this Friday, 
December 1, when Pickering College 
opens up its doors for their Seasonal 
Boutique Soiree. 

An “elevated” prelude to the 
Newmarket-based independent 
school’s Seasonal Boutique & Café 
the following day, the ticketed event 
is a fundraiser for the school and a 
great way to enjoy the spirit of  the 
holidays with appetizers, wine, hot 
chocolate, candy cane martinis and 
more.

Featuring beautiful Christmas 
decorations, it’s also a chance to 
get a rare glimpse at the home of  
Pickering College’s (PC) Head of  
School, located on campus.

Decorated by Andrea McMullin 
of  ADM Designs, it’s intended to 
give ticket-holders a flavour of  PC’s 
Holiday Home Tour, which has been 
on the backburner since the start of  
the global pandemic. 

“Pickering College has been doing 
a Seasonal Boutique & Café for over 
15 years now and it has become a big 
part of  the community, and we wanted 
to bring it back after the pandemic in 
the best way possible,” says Marlin 
Gold, PC’s Manager of  Parent 
Engagement & Strategic Events, who 
says the Friday night event will be an 
“elevated” experience. “Guests will 

be able to see that decorated home 
which would be a great opportunity. 
There will be live demos from our 
vendors, photo booth and lots of  
fun and festive things to get people 
excited about the holiday season. 

“On Saturday is our traditional 
holiday boutique and café. We have 
about 50 vendors who are going to 
be on site between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
and for those looking at doing their 
holiday shopping and doing a kick-
start, we have vendors from all across 
the spectrum: gifts, art, jewellery, 
soaps, lotions, and all that kind of  
fun stuff. It’s a great kind of  one-stop 
shop. We have been doing this event 
for over 15 years. It’s a great way for 
us to continue to do it in this post-
pandemic world.”

With an eye to once again hosting 
the traditional Holiday Homes Tour 
near future, Gold says the organizing 
committee for this weekend’s events 
worked “really hard to come up with 
another way we can still have those 
elements of  the Holiday Home Tour 
in place.”

“It’s not to say it’s off  the table 
for future years, but our efforts are 
obviously focused right now on this 
event,” he says, adding that the 
proceeds from the December 1 ticket 
sales will benefit student success and 
classrooms.

Both events will see several new 
and returning vendor favourites, 
including Platinum Sponsor Select 
Art Galleries of  Newmarket, who 
are curating what Gold describes as 

a “huge display of  exquisite art” on 
their stage, and a number of  local 
companies who are doing everything 
from decorating the dining hall, as 
is the case with Grand Entrance 
Design, and Red Thread Brewing, 
who are taking on the sponsorship 
of  the Friday night affair.

“Friday night is a fun community 
night where there’s going to be an 
elevated shopping day,” says Gold. 
“It’s not just Saturday, which is 
a great shopping day, a one stop 
holiday shop for all your holiday 
needs for yourself, your friends or 
your family.”

For more information, visit www.
pickeringcollege.on.ca/community/events/
holiday-boutique-soiree.

BELLS ARE RINGING – The Embellished handbell choir performed at Trinity Anglican Church’s Sunday service this past weekend. The choir has been 
hard at work preparing for Carols by Candlelight, which will take place at Trinity next Sunday, December 11, at 4 p.m. The Handbell ensembles and Aurora 
United Church Chancel Choir will be joined by special guests, the Cathedral Brass Quartet.     Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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25 BUTTERNUT RIDGE TRAIL
AURORA

905-503-9505
DelmanorAurora.com

APARTMENT LIVING so mu 
AMENITIES AND SERVICES THAT GO  

FAR BEYOND JUST AN APARTMENT

Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.

19
20
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N

Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

Art exhibition inspired by historic place of “healing”

People today have many places of  
healing.

At the top of  the pyramid might 
be the local hospital, but for others it 
might be a trip to a healing retreat or 
simply a walk in nature.

For generations of  Aurorans, 
the community’s primary place of  
healing was Hillary House, home to 
just as many generations of  doctors. 
Now Aurora’s only National Historic 
Site and home to the Koffler Museum 
of  Art, the 1862 landmark has 
served as the inspirational backdrop 
to members of  the Society of  York 
Region Artists (SOYRA) exploring 
the theme of  healing.

SOYRA members are hard at 
work putting the finishing touches 
on pieces that will line the walls 
of  Hillary House and Town Hall 
for “Inspirations from a Space of  
Healing” from December 10 through 
January 28.

Co-curated by the Aurora 
Historical Society and the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, both organizations 
are eager to see just what elements 
of  Hillary House and its collections 
inspired meditations on the theme.

“Because of  Hillary House’s 
unique [role] of  being a doctor’s 
office and a home, we kept coming 
back to this theme of  healing,” says 
Kathleen Vahey, Curator for the 
Aurora Historical Society (AHS) who 
has been brainstorming possibilities 
of  an art exhibition in collaboration 
with the Cultural Centre since joining 
the AHS in 2020.

The Cultural Centre was eager to 
partner as well and felt the theme of  
healing particularly timely.

“We’re in this time of  ‘moving 
away from COVID,’” says Samantha 
Jones, the Aurora Cultural Centre’s 
Gallery Manager, using air quotes, 
“and it has been such a unique 

illness because it has touched 
everyone’s home – even if  we’re not 
sick ourselves, it has impacted our 
lives in monitoring our health, our 
neighbours’ heath, and our family’s 
health from afar and it has been at 
the centre of  everyone’s minds. No 
matter where you go in the world, 
and especially at home, it kind of  
follows you. That’s something I have 
been thinking about and something 
we encouraged the artists to think 
about when developing work for this 
show.”

Ahead of  developing the show, 
artists were given free rein to explore 
Hillary House and its artefacts. There 
were elements of  pharmaceuticals, 
interventions, and what Vahey 
describes as ‘institutionalized 
healing,’ but there were other areas 
that could be considered places of  
healing as well, such as the kitchen at 
the heart of  the house.

“We took all the artists on a 
tour of  the house and gave them a 
good context of  the history of  the 
house, then we let them wander and 
gravitate towards whatever they felt 
most connected to,” says Vahey. “I 
felt that process was really interesting 
because we did it in kind of  formal 
sessions but we also told the artists 
throughout the summer they were 
more than welcome to come back and 
do sketches and look at different parts 
of  the house in different daylights, 
time of  day… it was really interesting 
to see how people interacted with 
the theme differently. Some people 
were very much attracted to the 
pharmaceutical bottles or the medical 
equipment, but other people were 
much more attracted to something 
they related to personally and I think 
that really has been reflected in the 
art we’ve gotten back. There is such 
a wide spread in terms of  how people 
interpreted the theme of  healing.

“We have a collection of  sketches 
which is just the preliminary work 
from the artist, but you can see 

the notes they’ve jotted down, the 
personal connections to different 
spaces or objects and some of  those 
will be in the galleries. It will be nice 
to see how the artists have personally 
connected.”

Inspirations from a Space of  
Healing will open at Hillary House 
and the Aurora Cultural Centre’s 

temporary gallery space at Town Hall 
on December 10, running through 
January 8. An opening reception will 
be held at Hillary House National 
Historic Site on December 10 from 
1 – 3 p.m.

For more information, visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca.

Aurora Cultural Centre Gallery Manager Sam Jones is pictured placing pieces by Society of York Region Artists members in the Hillary House Ballroom. 

Contributed photo
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Luxury & Location  
In Perfect Harmony

New Release Of  Spectacular 52’ And  
One-Of-A-Kind Residences Now Available

Contact us today to arrange a dedicated Model Home experience.
allegroaurora.com    905-503-6300

Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Brokers protected. E.&O.E. November 2022.
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Nestled in a magical downtown setting, mature streets and parks are the backdrop to a 

collection of homes that exude luxury and elegance. At every turn, Allegro is the height of 

architectural and design excellence in downtown Aurora’s most prestigious new home locale. 

Now available to purchase, this exciting collection of one-of-a-kind designs features 4- and 

5-bedroom layouts, superb craftsmanship and luxurious finishes including soaring 10’ main floor 

ceilings, gourmet-inspired kitchens with serveries, and optional private elevators. 

52’ & ONE-OF-A-KIND EXECUTIVE HOMES  
FROM THE MID $2 MILLIONS 

Sales Centre and Model Homes 
36 Klees Crescent, Aurora, ON L4G 3W8 
905-503-6300

Monday - Wednesday: 12pm-6pm 
Thursday & Friday: Closed 
Saturday & Sunday: 11am-5pm
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“Beer, it’s the best damn  
drink in the world.”

Cheers to Jack Nicholson

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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Cheers to Jack Nicholson
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New stuffed animals and teddy 
bears collected will be donated to 
SouthLake’s Maternal Child Program. 
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AURORA COMMUNITY CENTRE  |  1 COMMUNITY CENTRE LANE, AURORA
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          Join us
December 16th 

for our annual 
Teddy Bear Toss!

vs. Milton at 7:30 pm
AURORA COMMUNITY CENTRE
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Aurora Soccer Club benefiting from Ontario  
Trillium Foundation grant

By Robert Belardi 

It’s been an excellent year for the oldest 
soccer club in York Region. 

Founded in 1954, the Aurora Soccer 
Club was one of  the not-for-profit 
organizations to have received a grant last 
year from the Ontario Trillium Foundation 
(OTF). In 2021, the club received $49,700 
to supplement key operational costs that 
were impacted due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

It is quite fitting for a club that has 
historical roots and going on 70 years in the 
community. When he joined the board five 
years ago, now President Martin Ambrose 
along with its members, had a vision for 
this organization. 

“As I look to the OTF, one of  the first 
things we did here five years ago when I 
first joined the board, was we took a very 
strategic look at the club and what it is that 
we wanted the club to be all about in its 
coming forty, fifty, sixty years,” Ambrose 

told The Auroran. 
“Certainly, we brought together guiding 

principles; you know, being able to inspire, 
welcoming was obviously the main ones 
to embrace sportsmanship, collaborative, 
and also operate with integrity and 
transparency, which ultimately brought us 
to five key goals to really be a sought-after 
destination. Soccer, social and community 
outreach. To also raise sufficient funds 
which is where the OTF came in, along 
with our membership, to…raise sufficient 
funds that would one, drive soccer, but 
two, also drive the accessibility of  the club 
particularly in the shadow of  COVID. 
That became evident to us.” 

Five years ago, the club was at roughly 
150 to 200 playing members and are now at 
750 playing members in the organization. 
With such a great amount of  youth in the 
system, there was a need to upgrade their 
services to further support the club. 

Throughout the hardships of  
COVID-19 restrictions and shutdowns, 

funds from the OTF specifically helped 
with staffing costs, purchasing equipment 
such as netting and canopies, bringing in 
more benches, tables, chairs, maintenance 
for the pitches, extra restrooms and PPE 
equipment. 

“Aurora Soccer Club has been part of  
our community for many years, promoting 
the enjoyment of  soccer for members of  
all ages. It’s wonderful to see ASC being 
revived through the OTF’s Community 
Building Fund. I can’t think of  a more 
deserving recipient,” said MPP of  Aurora-
Oak-Richmond Hill Michael Parsa in a 
club statement. 

Currently, the club is beginning to build 

a winter program, set to be announced in 
2023. Ambrose confirmed there is a new 
year’s social to be announced and next 
year, there will be a charity soccer game 
that will feature a lot of  older members 
from Scotland and England. There will 
also be a charity golf  event in honour of  
the club’s deceased members as well which 
will run next August. 

The club will also announce at the 
end of  this week, which FIFA World Cup 
matches will be on display at the clubhouse 
for locals to come out and enjoy live 
matches with members of  the club. 

For further information on ASC, head 
to aurorasoccerclub.com.

Tigers take care of division rivals 
Stouffville Spirit 7-4, prepare for four 

game home skid
By Robert Belardi 

It’s going to be a jam-packed two 
weeks at the Aurora Community Centre.

Following a decisive 7-4 road victory 
against the Stouffville Spirit, the Aurora 
Tigers can take advantage of  having the 
ACC for the next two weekends as they 
begin a four-game home set this Friday 
against the Georgetown Raiders. 

Following a 2-1 loss on the road against 
the Milton Menace last Friday, the Tigers 
went back out on the road the next evening. 

The boys went into the next evening 
with a head full of  steam, and just over 
a minute into the game they opened the 
scoring. 

Tigers forward Ryan Evenhuis scored 
his third goal in his last five games just 
1:18 into the first frame. Newly acquired 
defenseman Erik MacNiel scored his third 
goal in his 11th game as a member of  the 
Tigers to make it 2-0. 

After expanding their lead, the Tigers 
ran into a brick wall and coughed up two 
goals to close out the period. 

In the second period, with the wind in 
their backs, the Spirit added another two 
goals on the power play to take a 4-2 lead. 
Lucas Stanojevic scored near the end of  

the second period to make it 4-3 heading 
into the final 20 minutes. 

And, in the third period, the Tigers 
pulled up their socks and scored four 
unanswered to close out the game. 
Stanojevic, Zander Hutchinson, Stefan 
Forgione and Ryan Gagner (empty-net) all 
contributed on the score sheet in the win. 

Now 27 games into the season, the 
Tigers currently have a 13-10-1-3 record. 
Stanojevic currently leads the team in 
points with 22 goals and 14 assists in that 
span. 

As a team, the Tigers have the sixth 
best offence in the league, averaging 
4.15 goals per game and have the sixth 
best power play with a 22.41 per cent 
success rate. 

Defensively, the boys are 12th in goals 
against with 3.44 and have the 13th best 
penalty kill in the league. 

It’s been a great season so far for the 
Tigers and anyone interested in coming 
out to a game will have a great chance 
to do so for the next two weeks at the 
Community Centre.

The Raiders come to town Friday 
and the Toronto Patriots will arrive 
Saturday night. Puck drop is at 7.30 
p.m. both nights. 
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From page 3At Kingsway PlaceAt Kingsway Place
Enjoy A Winter Staycation

Call 905-841-2777 or
visit kingswayaurora.com

Book by January 15th &
get the 4th month FREE*
Book by January 15th &
get the 4th month FREE*

Beat the Winter Blues with a stay in one of our fully 
furnished studio suites.

Enjoy delicious meals, daily activities, and most
importantly meet new friends!

*terms and conditions apply

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

in the Toys for Tickets program, 
whether or not you have a parking 
infraction to pay off, Wray notes 
that there’s a particular need for gifts 
for older kids, particularly between 
the ages of  12 and 18. For this 
demographic, needs include books, 
bags, feminine hygiene products, and 
gift cards, which Wray says “go a 
long way.”

“It’s okay to donate toys if  you 
don’t receive a ticket,” Wray stresses. 
“It’s not just for people who receive 
tickets as much as that is the focus. 
If  you want to bring in a new, 
unwrapped toy to Town Hall in 
passing or you have gift cards that 
are new with receipts still attached 
to them to prove that they’re fully 
loaded… we’ll happily take that and 
try and make somebody’s Christmas 
season a little brighter.”

For more, visit aurora.ca/parking.

It has been a frustrating week for us 
Canadian soccer fans. 

Canada was knocked out of  the 
World Cup having suffered a 4-1 
defeat against Croatia on Sunday and, 
as we might all be feeling the weight 
of  disappointment and anger at the 
defeat, you might be thinking this 
World Cup has been a failure.

But I’ll tell you what: it is far from it 
for many reasons. 

For starters, this World Cup 
appearance was an announcement 
to other federations around the globe 
that Canada is on the map. The 
36-year wait ended and came to a 
close four years early, in fact. Many 
Canadians might have thought that 
Canada would have had to wait until 
2026 to make their second appearance 
in the FIFA World Cup, but thankfully 
that was not the case.

These players had the chance to 
gain some World Cup experience, 
global exposure and the chance to be 
part of  history. When Alphonso Davies 
headered home the opening goal 
against Croatia he ultimately made 
Canadian history. He became the first 

By Robert Belardi 

Canada being 
knocked out of   

the World Cup is  
no failure, it is  

only the 
beginning

Robert’s
Rant

Turn your 
ticket into 

holiday magic 
in Toys  

for Tickets 
campaign

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

Canadian to ever score 
a World Cup goal and 
that is an incredible 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t 
within itself. Canada 
also took #2 ranked 
Belgium to the brink 
in their opening match 
and were hard done by 
not to have received at 
least a point. 

Players such 
as former Aurora 
resident Alistair 
Johnston is on the 
verge of  signing for 
Scottish giant’s Celtic 
FC. Tajon Buchanan, following his 
performances, is being scouted by 
other European Clubs. The biggest 
thing out of  all this is players on 
this men’s national team are making 
headlines with big clubs around the 
globe and the more they are scouted 
and signed by them, the more there is 
hope for our youth to do one day do 
the same. 

Canada can also make history again 
as they took on Morocco earlier this 

week, seeking out 
their very first World 
Cup win.

In our country’s 
second ever 
appearance in the 
world’s most famous 
tournament, I’m not 
sure where this is 
even close to being 
a failure. It is an 
incredible success 
story that sets the tone 
for when the World 
Cup comes to Canada 
for the first time ever 
in four years. And sets 

the tone for the future of  the sport in 
this country for years to come. 

Now those are accomplishments 
on the pitch, but what about 
accomplishments off  of  the pitch? 
What else can a World Cup do? 

There are many things that an 
appearance in the World Cup can 
accomplish and one of  them in my 
opinion is the brand. Canada Soccer. 
That is what we can change next. 

Canada Soccer’s current logo, is a 
variation of  the original logo designed 
in 1974. And it was re-designed in 
1997. The maple leaf  sits atop of  
the Canada Soccer text and a half  a 
soccer ball is placed underneath. 

This is the time, in my eyes, for 
Canada Soccer to do more. If  you 
want your name beside everyone 
else, it’s time to bring in something 
appealing and something that will 
define Canada’s identity. 

When you think of  the French, you 
think of  the rooster. When you think 
of  England, you think of  three lions. 
When you think of  the Welsh, you 
think of  a dragon. Those are identities 

of  those nations. So, I ask, what can 
Canada do to make sure that we have 
an appealing logo? Maybe the  Canada 
Goose? A beaver? A polar bear? Just 
throwing out ideas here. 

Next is the name. Canada Soccer 
seems bland. What about Canada 
Soccer Federation, or in French 
beside that? Something to further dig 
up the roots of  the country’s history 
to showcase to the world. Majority 
of  nations have “federation” in their 
name. It sounds more professional on 
all accounts.  

Doing something like this will also 
further motivate Nike – who sponsor 
this country’s kit – to create a kit that 
is more appealing. The nation’s kit 
might seem rather bland or just not 
taken care of  properly. It happens with 
a lot of  nations who don’t make the 
World Cup very often. Just take a look 
at Croatia’s kit from when they made 
their first World Cup appearance in 
France in 1998. You’ll see what I’m 
talking about. 

So, I say to those, one last time, if  
you believe this World Cup is a failure, 
it is far from it. Canada Soccer has a 
lot of  work to do. They’ve put the team 
on the pitch and that is an amazing 
start.

But now there is more to do. Let’s 
enhance the Canadian brand and let’s 
solidify an identity on who this nation 
wants to be. 
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www.aurorafoodpantry.ca  |  info@aurorafoodpantry.ca  |  905-841-1577

CLIENT PICKUP HOURS ADDRESS
350 Industrial Parkway South  

Aurora, Ontario L4G 3V7

Please use the rear parking lot 
and the back entrance of the building. 

We are wheelchair accessible; 
please call us for details.

DONATION DROP OFF HOURS
Tues:  8:00 am –   3:00 pm
Wed: 10:00 am –   2:00 pm
Thurs: 1:00 pm –   8:00 pm
Sat:    8:00 am –   12:00 pm

**Closed on Sunday, Monday and Friday**
You can also drop off non-perishable donations 
anytime at local fire stations or grocery stores.

The Aurora Food Pantry provides food assistance to individuals and families in need,
 thanks to donations from local organizations, schools, businesses and individuals, and the dedicated volunteers  

who serve our clients. Together, we can ensure no one in Aurora and Oak Ridges goes hungry .

We need to fill our bins with items and 
food on our needed list.

Holy Spirit Catholic Elementary School 
for making wonderful holiday bags for 
our community!

THIS WEEK

APPRECIATION

HELP NEEDED

THANK YOU

Holiday items needed: candy canes, 
cookies, coffee and hot chocolate. 
Everyday items: toilet paper, canned 
vegetables, juice.

Thank you to the OPP who have been 
doing food drives November and 
December which help us ensure no 
one goes hungry in Aurora and Oak 
Ridges.

Tues: 9:00 am –  11:30 am
Thurs: 5:30 pm –  7:30 pm
Sat: 9:00 am –    11:30 am

(Except the 1st Thurs. of the month) 
**Call or visit our website for appointments.  **

Proud to be Aurora’s Food Bank for over 30 Years

GGIIVVEE  wwhheerree  
                            yyoouu  lliivvee

                                      

The Optimist Club of Aurora has been supporting programs for the youth of 
Aurora for 37 years, including healthy snacks for elementary schools, high school 

bursaries, contributing to music and theatre programs and so much more.
For the next 6 weeks we will be selling a variety of Fruitcakes - light and 
dark with nuts and light without nuts. The fruitcakes are $30.00 each.  
We are pleased to be offering these fruitcakes for sale at our retail partners:  

Please stop in and visit these locations and pick up your fruitcake
before they sell out Or contact us – auroraoptimist@gmail.com

FUNDRAISER

Barron's Warehouse,
40 Engelhard Drive, Aurora

Omars Shoes
15620 Bayview Ave, Unit 8

Aurora

Kitchen Accents
Aurora Shopping Centre, Yonge Street

(Corner of Yonge St and Murray Dr.)

Fruitcake

This ad sponsored by

BACK BY

POPULAR

DEMAND

Emmerson selected to lead Regional Council for 2022-2026 term

Regional Councillors have picked 
Wayne Emmerson to once again lead 

the upper tier of  government for the 
2022-2026 municipal term.

Regional lawmakers selected 
Emmerson for a third consecutive 
term at their inaugural meeting where 

the former Whitchurch-Stouffville 
mayor faced a challenge from Regional 
Councillor Joe Li of  Markham.

Councillor Li’s nomination was put 
forward by fellow Markham Regional 
Councillors Jim Jones and Alan Ho.

Emmerson’s nomination came from 
King Township Mayor Steve Pellegrini 
and Whitchurch-Stouffville Mayor Iain 
Lovatt.

“The last eight years I have been 
honoured to serve as your Chair,” said 
Emmerson following his nomination. 
“We have accomplished a lot, as I 
look back: the most money ever put 
in for road construction in the history 
of  the Region of  York, we have a new 
subway coming to Yonge Street in the 
cities of  Markham, Richmond Hill 
and Vaughan. We recently completed 
a Regional Official Plan, a DC bylaw 
which had no objections going forward, 
and then…the completion of  the 
Vaughan subway. 

“We have done a lot and I am very 
proud of  that. We did very well during 
a pandemic that none of  us sat in these 
chairs and wanted to do, but did. You 
all rose to the challenge to make sure 
our residents were safe going forward, 
but the pandemic is not over. We need 
to continue to be on guard going 
forward.”

Emmerson received 14 votes from 
the Regional Council to Li’s 7. Locally, 
Emmerson received the support from 
Mayor Tom Mrakas, who is Aurora’s 

Pakes on Monday in the latest of  his 
weekly updates, which were originally 
intended to update the community on 
COVID-19 but has since expanded to 
other respiratory illnesses like flu and 
RSV.

“My heart goes out to families with 
sick children, others who are unwell, 
healthcare workers and many others who 
are struggling to care for them,” said Dr. 
Pakes. “For others, I know it can be hard 
to continue to hear about the pandemic, 
RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus), flu 
and other viruses, and our overwhelmed 
healthcare infrastructure and not feel 
how this impacts your life and wellbeing. 
But I am urging you to please take heart 
and do your best to help your loved ones 
and the community.

“I hope you, like me, are constantly 
searching for ways to decrease the 
pressure on our hospitals and emergency 
rooms so that those who are seeking care 
and needing care most, including our 
elderly and now our young children can 
get the care they need.

While hospitals are feeling the 
pressure of  what Dr. Pakes described as 
“the burden of  illness,” he said COVID 
measures remain stable in many respects.

“Our York Region COVID Wastewater 
may be trending upward somewhat, 
but our institutional outbreaks and 
hospitalizations are stable. In particular, 
we’re encouraged by the fact that some 
of  our long-term care facilities have 
high COVID and influenza vaccination 
rates, but unfortunately other facilities 
lag somewhat behind. We encourage 
everyone in long-term care or with 
family there or who works there to ensure 
that they’re protected with the bivalent 
vaccine and the influenza vaccine. When 
long-term or any congregate care setting 
has high vaccine coverage, not only are 
people not getting sick or very sick, but 
outbreak measures that impact mental 
health are not needed.

“Our influenza trends are indeed 
very concerning with our trajectory 
already exceeding any recent influenza 
season in memory – both in terms of  
magnitude, the height of  the influenza 

in the community, and the timing, which 
is much earlier than usual. We may be 
seeing indications that influenza may be 
peaking but it will take a few more weeks 
to confirm this. Fortunately, this week’s 
flu vaccine is a good match and each 
and every person of  every age who gets 
the flu vaccine this season is making a 
difference.”

RSV, he added, is circulating at 
“unprecedented levels” and is seeing 
the most impact in young children who 
are contracting severe illness.

“Our emergency rooms and inpatient 
paediatrics are absolutely overwhelmed 
with ill and severely ill children,” Dr. 
Pakes continued. “Older adults may 
also become seriously ill with RSV but 
there’s some good news on that front 
with Health Canada recently reviewing 
an RSV vaccine candidate for seniors. 
We’re excited that we’ve partnered with 
researchers to look into flu and RSV 
wastewater monitoring, as well as the 
COVID wastewater monitoring we’re 
already doing. This is an important tool 
for today and into the future and we 
look forward to bringing you updates 
using that data shortly.”

As the holiday season approaches, 
Dr. Pakes said he encourages people 
to “think about those impacted by the 
viruses” as they consider gatherings 
and to “consider wearing a mask when 
you’re in a crowded or confined public 
setting.”

“When considering what else you 
can do this season to keep yourself  
and others safe, please take a moment 
to assess whether or not you have cold 
or flu symptoms before you gather,” 
he said. “What may appear as a mild 
cold for one person can lead to a severe 
respiratory infection in another person, 
especially in those who are very young 
or other vulnerable groups. 

“Hopefully your family and friends 
will understand if  you need to stay home 
and reschedule when you’re feeling 
better. Of  course, before you gather, 
almost every York Region resident 
should have a bivalent COVID vaccine 
dose and the influenza vaccination this 
season.”

sole voice at the Regional table. 
Taking his seat, Emmerson said 

Regional Council had “a lot of  work cut 
out” for them over the next four years.

“We enter this term of  Council at a 
time of  global economic uncertainty 
and in the face of  a recession,” he 
said. “Interest rates are rising and life 
is becoming increasingly less affordable 
for our residents. This means more 
and more families will rely on us 
for essential programs and services. 
York Region has declared a housing 
affordability crisis and we must work 
with all levels of  government to address 
this crisis in a way that makes sense for 
our communities and maintain a level 
of  fiscal responsibility. While the task 
may seem daunting, our Council has 
a [strong record] of  working with all 
levels of  government to advance the 
priorities of  our residents. 

“The issues of  affordable housing, 
broadband connectivity, development, 
transportation and growth will continue 
to be top priorities for our residents. 
It is our job to continue working 
towards these critical issues while 
also collaborating with other levels 
of  government to address the post-
pandemic recovery in our communities, 
global economic inflation and other 
important areas of  focus. We need to 
come together now more than ever. We 
need to agree to disagree but we need 
to work for the best interests of  our 
residents.”

In his remarks opening his second 
term at the Regional Council table, 
Mayor Mrakas thanked his family and 
his team for their support, as well as the 
support of  Aurora voters who put their 
trust in him.

“The Region is in excellent hands 
under your leadership,” Mrakas told 
Emmerson as his fellow Regional 
Councillors looked on. “To my 
colleagues, I say congratulations and I 
look forward to working together this 
term with all of  you to get things done 
for the residents of  York Region.”

Flu trends “very concerning” in York 
Region, says top doc

Regional Council is pictured ahead of its inaugural earlier this month.                       Photo courtesy of Mayor Mrakas
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Christmas cheer abounds at Santa Under

Thousands lined Yonge Street from Orchard Heights to Murray Drive on Saturday as the Town of Aurora hosted the annual Santa Under the Stars parade. Wearing their festive finery, scores of participants 
spread holiday cheer on foot amid floats from community groups, marching bands, and sports groups.                 Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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CROSSWORD

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
today’s costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

the Stars parade

Among the participants and spectators this year were: (Top Row) Councillors Michael Thompson, Ron 
Weese, Rachel Gilliland, and Mayor Tom Mrakas; (Second Row) Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP 
Leah Taylor Roy, and Traditional Anishinaabe Grandmother Kim Wheatley; (Third Row) Aurora’s 2022 
Citizen of the Year Sam Saberi; (Fourth Row) Lysil, Patricia, and Daisy; Rebecca, Owen, Shuang and 
Linda.             Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
CLEANERS FLOORING

PEST CONTROLCREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE  
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do...advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory      Call 905-727-3300   
Ext. 102

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
QUARANTEED

Quality Trim  
& Flooring

2.19/ft
Wholesale price

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

(647) 907-7470
www.pearlknstructions.com
1153 Canal Rd, Bradford ON

This Could Be...

...Your Spot

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

Carl Jung called it “synchronicity” 
two seemingly unrelated events that 
can’t be explained by cause and effect.

You have heard, I am sure, oh that 
was just luck that I found those pair 
of  shoes I was hoping to get – luck, 
chance, coincidence. We have so many 
words for this event, but I tend to call it 
a Godly moment. I remember reading 
the book by James Redfield called The 
Celestine Prophecy that we were meant 
to “obtain a higher meaning in these 
uncanny happenings.” Sometimes, 
I guess, we are just too busy to catch 
those instances and let them go with a 
passing nod.  

This month as nature takes a 
downward turn of  slowly and ever so 
quietly shutting down and beginning 
a long rest, I hope you spend time in 
thinking about the countless answered 
prayers you have received not just 
yesterday but today. Don’t dwell on 
what you didn’t get but rather what 
you have right now. Your seasoned life 
has been full of  ups and downs, full of  
laughter and some tears along the way, 
but still here you are to keep on living 
your life to the highest!

Every day when we wake up is a 
miracle, dear reader: a new day, a new 
beginning to being able to hear, see, 
smell chocolate, drying leaves, fresh 
bread and to communicate with that 

special someone and 
tell them how much 
you love them.  It’s 
terribly easy to fall 
into the woe is me 
thing, where did my 
life go and how did 
I get here? Don’t let 
anxiety and sadness 

enter your heart 
but allow yourself  
some wiggle room to 
be content with what 
you have.

Maybe this 
year has been an 
exceptionally tough one and hard to 
accept, but somehow-someway you got 
through it.

Smile, dear reader, take one day 
at a time, breathe ever so slowly and 
truly once again count your blessings. 
I know I have stressed this in the past 
but acceptance and moving on is a 
huge step to recovery, to healing and to 
better health.

Do not live a life of  fear, just lay it 
down whatever is concerning you and 
recognize that it must not affect your 
wellbeing.  Be strong, be eternally 
grateful for your life. Today’s news 
reminds us of  the loss of  children in 
war or here at home who never had a 
chance to experience all that you and 

I have, never would 
be able to pursue 
their dreams, never 
to wear a beautiful 
bridal dress and walk 
down the aisle with 
joy and love. Never 
to hear a child’s 
laughter again, be 
grateful for your 
life, I know it’s not 
perfect, but nobody 
has had a perfect 
life, but they will tell 
you even among the 
hardest hit among 

families, they had love and they were 
content with what they had. 

Be inspired today, start something 
new for yourself, smile at a stranger even 
if  they don’t smile back, show them your 
kindness, your open heart. And dare I 
say, that if  you walk into a coffee shop, 
wouldn’t it be awesome if  you bought a 
coffee for the person behind you, either 
in a drive through or walk in.

Imagine the goodness you are sending 
out to the Universe, that says, “Hey! The 
world isn’t so bad after all. Do something 
unusual, surprise yourself  and when 
you look in the mirror, pause, and love 
that person, that person is a good and 
beautiful person.” That face is worth 
loving and caring for, you are a beautiful 

soul, let others see the beauty of  you. 
Join the ASA! Renew Your 

Membership!
Members can renew their 2023 

Aurora Seniors Association membership 
effective December 1.

New members aged 55 years and over 
are encouraged to join our very active 
Seniors Association by picking up an 
application at the reception desk that can 
also offer facility tours, information and 
answer any questions you might have. 
2023 annual fees are $35.00 for Aurora 
residents and $50.00 for non-residents. 
We are looking forward to seeing you in 
2023! 

The Board of  Directors of  the Aurora 
Seniors Association are volunteers who 
guide, advise and make decisions to 
best serve our members. We wish all 
members and their families and friends 
a safe and healthy and happy Christmas. 
It is a pleasure to serve. 

For more information on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to offer, drop by 90 John 
West Way, visit the web site www.auroraseniors.
ca, or call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 
4 p.m. Monday to Friday. The monthly Seniors 
Association bulletin is posted on our web site so for 
all the details on Association activities, clubs, events, 
bistro lunches and BBQs, sports, and movies to 
mention a few, and town programs, trips and other 
valuable information concerning the Aurora Seniors 
Association, take a look at www.auroraseniors.ca!

Senior Scape
There are only  

hints and guesses,
Hints followed by guesses,  

and the rest
Is prayer, observance,  

discipline, thought and action   
~T. S. Eliot ~

Christina Doyle
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From All of Us at The Auroran

WANTED

SERVICES HELP WANTED

AURORA AUTHOR

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

“JUST ME”
a book written and illustrated  

by Beverley Beck 

Available on Amazon.ca for $5

HIGH SCHOOL  
MATH TUTOR 

Teaching Calculus and Vectors,  
Advanced Functions.  

Call:   
416-708-7454  

www.mathematicsmagazine.com

Scrap vehicles wanted, any size.  
No ownership required. Fast service,  
free towing, loose scrap removed.  

Also, cash paid on the spot.  

Call 905-859-0817 or 647-227-3954. 

OPEN SUNDAYS

VEHICLES WANTED 

CASH FOR SCRAP

THINGS  
You Ought To Know 

TUTOR
RETIRED TEACHER 

English ESL & Spanish Elementary & High School 
Local to Aurora  Call 416-540-9399 

thank you to our carriers
We’d like to express our appreciation for the dedicated children and all the way up to seniors  

who deliver The Auroran to your door each week. 

Rain or shine, their commitment to the job ensures you stay informed, and we couldn’t do it without them. 

For their dependable delivery and commitment to customer service,  
we are very thankful for the efforts of our local newspaper carriers.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2
The Borealis Big Band presents: Let’s Celebrate 

Together. Enjoy an evening of  Big Band favourites tonight 
at Newmarket Old Town Hall beginning at 7.30 p.m. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. Cash Bar. Tickets are $20, with students 16 
and under admitted for $10. For more information, email 
borealisbigband@gmail.com or call 905-717-3319.

DECEMBER 2 – 4
The Town of  Aurora will host its annual Christmas 

Market this weekend at Town Park from 5 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. 
(No admittance after 8.45 p.m.) Check out one of  the Top 
100 Festivals and Events in Ontario! Aurora’s Christmas 
Market will be filled with good cheer, hands-on workshops 
and activities, fantastic seasonal vendors and so much more. 
This weekend, the Town’s Official Christmas Tree will be 
lit at the park on Friday at 5.15 p.m. For a complete list 
of  programs and activities associated with the Christmas 
Market, visit aurora.ca/christmasmarket.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
The Aurora Historical Society will host two Holiday 

Wreath Workshops today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon, and 
again from 2 to 4 p.m. Tickets are $42 and supplies are 
included. Grab a hoop and get decorating! Guided by our 
friends Garden Aurora, enjoy participating in this seasonal 
craft, in addition to a short tour of  Hillary House. Tickets 

on the AHS website www.aurorahs.com.

DECEMBER 9 – 11
The Town of  Aurora will host its annual Christmas 

Market this weekend at Town Park from 5 p.m. – 9.30 
p.m. (No admittance after 8.45 p.m.) Check out one of  
the Top 100 Festivals and Events in Ontario! Aurora’s 
Christmas Market will be filled with good cheer, hands-on 
workshops and activities, fantastic seasonal vendors and so 
much more. For a complete list of  programs and activities 
associated with the Christmas Market, visit aurora.ca/
christmasmarket.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
Amnesty International – Write for Rights today from 

10 a.m. to 12 noon at Trinity Anglican Church (79 Victoria 
Street, Aurora). Write letters to support international 
human rights. Materials provided. Light refreshments. All 
welcome. More information: amnestyaurora@gmail.com.

DECEMBER 10 - JANUARY 28
The Aurora Historical Society, Aurora Cultural Centre, 

and Society of  York Region Artists present Inspirations 
from a Space of  Healing at Hillary House National 
Historic Site and Town Hall. Inspirations From a Space 
of  Healing is a multisite exhibition located at the Hillary 
House National Historic Site and the Aurora Cultural 

Centre’s temporary home at the Aurora Town Hall 
(second floor). Featuring work by artists of  the Society of  
York Region Artists, this exhibition looks to artifacts within 
the Hillary House National Historic site for inspiration. 
Built in 1862, Hillary House is recognized by the National 
Historic Sites and Monuments Board as one of  the best 
examples of  Gothic Revival architecture in Canada. It 
was used as a doctor’s practice and family residence for 
over 100 years and contains a significant collection of  
medical instruments, books, papers, household furnishings 
dating from the early nineteenth to the late twentieth 
century. Opening reception at Hillary House on Saturday, 
December 10, from 1 - 3 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
The Aurora Historical Society will host A Family 

Christmas at Hillary House National Historic Site today 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. In-person. $3 per child and $5 per 
adult. Tickets on the AHS website www.aurorahs.com.

CONTINUING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les 

ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones aux débutants 
capables de converser) - qui cherchent à mettre en pratique 
leurs compétences Conversationnelle en français. Over 
Zoom with a nominal fee of  $2.50. RSVP by visiting 
meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. For more information, 

email partagez.york@outlook.com.

* * * * 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle 

Program textile recycling and donation program. In the 
current COVID climate, a greater number of  people 
are wanting to donate or get rid of  unwanted items, 
increasing the need for more outlets being available to 
receive the items. This program will provide a convenient 
way for people to donate or get rid of  used/unwanted 
clothing, blankets, linens and furniture and will help lessen 
the amount of  items ending up in landfills. Materials that 
were previously perceived as waste will now be seen as 
a valuable resource further encouraging redistribution. 
The items will be recycled in the following ways: To be 
given to individuals who are survivors of  violence and are 
transitioning from shelters into new homes; To be sold in 
our store; To be sold to a textile recycler, which makes for 
an ongoing source of  funding for Abuse Hurts enabling 
them to provide their services to the thousands of  people 
that require them each year. When and Where: Monday 
and Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 
30-minute time slots – only 1 drop off  per time slot. If  
you do not have an appointment, we cannot accept your 
donation. The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 
Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. 
Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  time slot.
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Luxury & Location  
In Perfect Harmony

FEATURING SPECTACULAR  

52’ AND ONE-OF-A-KIND 

RESIDENCES

allegroaurora.com
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Welcome To A  
Residential Masterpiece In  

A Lush, Natural Setting 

Mature, tree-lined cul-de-sacs and crescents 

follow the lay of the land to create intimate, 

pedestrian-friendly streetscapes. 

Interconnected walking trails, parks, and 

greenspace exist in perfect harmony with all the 

conveniences and sophistication of modern living.

A superb portfolio of 4- and 5-bedroom 

residences designed to blend effortlessly  

within this prestigious setting.

allegroaurora.com
905-503-6300

Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Brokers protected. E.&O.E. November 2022.


