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PATIO FURNITURE BY CRP

Choosing the right Realtor DOES make a difference

Barrons

905-751-0533|14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S. www.barronshome.net

www.DougandAngela.ca

Aurora’s Community Newspaper
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Vol. 22 No. 31 905-727-3300

FREE

Week of May 19, 2022

CMCA
AUDITED

SUMMER CAMP
OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, May 28
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Register to attend:
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/camp

View Virtual Tour & YouTube Video!

Over Size Lot With 80.68’ Frontage Backing onto Greenland &
Ravine. Charming 1 1/2 Story Home, Beautiful View To Ravine
And Gorgeous Creek. 3 Bedrooms + 2 Baths, Main Floor
Master W/2 Pic En-Suite. Victorian Design Windows Through
Out (2013), Roof (2012), Front Siding (2016), Natural Gas
Radiant Heating, Open Concept Living/Dining Room/Kitchen,
Walking To Open Porch View To Backyard. Excellent Location
In Schomberg One Of The Most Desirable Location In King,
Within Walking Distance To Fine Restaurant, Shopping Centre,
Foodland Grocery Store. Close To Transportation & Excellent
Public Private Schools & School Bus Route.

647-895-6355

www.AnnDuncan.ca

FOR SALE

136 Main St., Schomberg, King

My Professional Real Estate Services
Offer You Renovation And Repairs,
Moving, Cleaning, Home Design
And Staging, Advertising Your
Property To Local And International
Communities, Extensively Marketing
Your Property On Social Media,
Providing You With Professional
Videography, Pictures, Drone, Flyers
And Many More.

Ann
Duncan
Professional Real Estate Broker
Award-Winning Highest Achievement
Diamond Club
Follow Us On Instagram & Facebook
annduncan.ca

MAKING HISTORY – On Friday, Sierra Costa was announced as General Manager of the Aurora Tigers – the first female General Manager in
Canadian Junior Hockey. Costa’s appointment was announced by the Tigers in Council Chambers. Pictured here are Head Coach Greg Johnston, Costa,
Team Governor Jim Thomson, newly-named team captain Connor Van Weelie, and OJHL Commissioner Marty Savoy. For more, see Page 20.
Auroran photo by Robert Belardi
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Affordability top-of-mind issue
for candidates at first meeting
hosted by Chamber President & CEO
EDITOR
Sandra Ferri, participants included
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
Newmarket-Aurora candidates Denis
Heng (NDP), Carolina Rodriguez
Affordability was a top-of-mind (Green), and Dr. Sylvain Roy
issue for the men and women who are (Liberal), and Aurora-Oak Ridgesvying to be Aurora’s next Members Richmond Hill candidates Catherine
of Provincial Parliament when they Dellerba (Ontario Party), Marjan
came together for their first all- Kasirlou (Liberal) and Michael Parsa
candidates meeting last week.
(Progressive Conservative).
Hosted by the Aurora Chamber of
“As businesses struggle to find
Commerce over Zoom on May 11 and employees, an entire generation
BY BROCK WEIR

No Power, No Problem

W., King City
isaahighly
highly1324
effiWellington
cient fireplace
fiSt.
rpace
without
is
efficient
without
905-727-2392
a
a fan
fan –– providing
providingreliable
reliableheat,
heat,
even
even during
during aa power
power failure.
failure.
Engineered to circulate air through
natural
convection,
Burn
Clean
Engineered Green.
Green.
Burn
Clean
Engineered

No Power, No Problem

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

the Valor Smart Fire is a highly efficient Fireplace without
1324
Wellington
W., King City
a fan – providing reliable heat, even
during
a powerSt.
failure.
905-727-2392
Burn Clean Engineered Green

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

is currently priced out of the real
estate market,” said Ms. Ferri, posing
the first question to candidates.
“This directly impacts our business
community as young, hard-working
people move away, resulting in long
commutes and higher expenses such
as car depreciation and gas costs.
What will you do to help young
people find an affordable place to live
to ensure they’re able to continue to

1324 Wellington St. W., King City

905-727-2392
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Continued on page 8
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15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca

“Opening Doors To Your Dreams”

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative

Helping residents for 32 years

Direct: 416-618-1714

www.monicastohr.com
*As per gross closed commissions 2019 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

REGIMENT HONOURED – On Saturday afternoon at Toronto’s Fort York, Governor General of Canada Mary Simon presented a new Guidon to
Aurora’s regiment, the Queen’s York Rangers. For more on the historic ceremony, see Page 11.
Photo by Stan Behal/Ministry of National Defence
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Lengthy Yonge and Wellington construction set for first week of June
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

If your morning commute includes
a trip through the busy intersection of
Yonge and Wellington, you might want to
consider a Plan B starting in June.
Street improvements at Aurora’s
historic crossroads are planned to begin
the first week of June and continue for an
estimated 45 days.
Work at the intersection includes the
construction of a new southbound right
turn lane on Yonge Street.
“The intersection improvements
primarily include the construction of
a new southbound right turn lane, the
replacement of traffic signals, sidewalk
bays and sections of curb, roadway
repaving and the reinstatement of

intersection features including the Town’s
rainbow crosswalk,” said Anca Mihail,
Manager of Engineering and Capital
Delivery, for the Town of Aurora, in a
letter to impacted businesses and property
owners.
The Town notes construction will be
limited between the hours of 7 a.m. and
7 p.m. Monday through Friday, and on
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
“To perform specific tasks, the
contractor may be required to work beyond
the designated hours of construction,” Ms.
Mihail continued. “This will be permitted
only if it will provide less overall public
inconvenience.
“Access to businesses and properties will
be maintained throughout the duration of
the project and lane closures on Yonge
Street and Wellington Street will be limited
to off-peak hours (outside of ‘rush hour’

TOWN OF AURORA
P U B L I C N OT I C E

PUBLIC NOTICE
ARE YOU CONSIDERING RUNNING FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICE?
This notice is for anyone who is considering running as a candidate in the municipal
election on Monday, October 24, 2022. Nomination forms for the 2022 Municipal
Election may be filed in person or by an agent with the Returning Officer as of Monday,
May 2, 2022, during regular business hours, by appointment only. Candidates may file
a nomination form up until 2 p.m. on Friday, August 19, 2022.
The required fee for a Member of Council or School Board Trustee is $100 and the
required fee for the Head of Council/Mayor is $200. The required fee shall be in the
form of cash, debit or credit card, a certified cheque or money order made payable to
the Town of Aurora and must accompany the completed form.
The Municipal Elections Act requires that each Nomination Form (excluding School
Board Trustee candidates) must be signed by 25 eligible Town of Aurora electors.
The individuals providing signatures must be a Canadian citizen, aged 18 or older and
have a qualifying address in the municipality.
A complete nomination form must be filed with the Returning Officer before an
individual becomes a candidate for office and can accept campaign contributions or
incur any election related expenses.

POSITIONS FOR WHICH A PERSON MAY FILE A NOMINATION PAPER
FOR THE 2022 MUNICIPAL ELECTION:
Town of Aurora Council
Mayor (1 to be elected at large)
Ward 1 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Ward 2 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Ward 3 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Ward 4 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Ward 5 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Ward 6 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Nomination Forms must be filed with the Municipal Clerk:
Returning Officer/Town Clerk
Michael de Rond
905-726-4771
mderond@aurora.ca
School Board Trustees
York Catholic District School Board Trustee
Trustee Electoral Area; Aurora, King, Whitchurch- Stouffville (1 to be elected)
Nomination Forms must be filed with the Clerk of the Town of Aurora
York Region District School Board Trustee
Trustee Electoral Area; Aurora and Whitchurch- Stouffville
Nomination Forms must be filed with the Clerk of the Town of Aurora
Conseil scolaire Viamonde Trustee
Nomination Forms must be filed with the City of Vaughan:
City of Vaughan
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive
Vaughan, ON L6A 1T1
Conseil scolaire catholique MonAvenir
Nomination Forms must be filed with the City of Vaughan:
City of Vaughan
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive
Vaughan, ON L6A 1T1
Nomination forms and other candidate information is available at the Clerk’s office
or by visiting the Town’s website at aurora.ca/vote2022.
Michael de Rond,
Returning Officer/Town Clerk
Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 • 905-727-1375

times) to minimize traffic disruptions.
During construction, the southbound
bus stop at the northwest corner of the
intersection will be temporarily relocated;
however, York Region transit will continue
to operate on Yonge Street as per their
usual schedule.”
The project, which will be carried
out by Coco Paving Inc., will include a
third-party consultant to inspect certain
buildings and properties in the area ahead
of the construction.
“The consultant will be contacting
businesses and residents directly to
coordinate and schedule inspections of
the affected properties,” said Ms. Mihail.
“Construction sites can be hazardous and
pose many hidden dangers. Therefore, we
ask that everyone stays clear of the work
areas, even when the contractor is not
onsite. Safety is in everyone’s best interest.”
STREET FESTIVAL RETURNS
Intersection improvements won’t be the
only reason drivers will experience travel

Omicron transmission rates still high
despite downward trend: Public Health
Region resumes in-school
vaccination program
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

York Region Public Health is continuing
to see a downward trend in COVID-19 as
Spring continues.
In his weekly update on the local
COVID-19 situation on Monday, Dr.
Barry Pakes, York Region’s Medical
Officer of Health, said wastewater signals
for the virus are stabilizing and “continue
to point towards a downward trend.”
“This is a sign of better days to come
with the possibility of lower transmission
through the summer,” he said. “We’re
hearing many of our friends and family
members, often the last of those who have
not yet had COVID, or some getting it for
the second time, who are sick with various
degrees of symptoms and severity. These
infections are what continue to be seen in
our wastewater.
“There are high levels of transmission
relative to waves prior to Omicron,” he
continued. “However, positivity rates
are decreasing and while our hospitals
are still struggling with admissions from
COVID-19, as well as severe non-COVID
illness in emergency rooms and in their
inpatient wards, there are optimistic signs
as well. It is important we continue to take
COVID-19 symptoms seriously and stay
home when you’re not feeling well.”
The use of rapid tests, he said, can be
helpful if you develop symptoms like a
cough, fever, or any decrease in your taste
and smell – and, if you do, you should
assume you have the virus and might be
contagious.
“If you’re using a rapid test, the Ontario
Science Advisory Table says you should
swab the inside of your cheek, then your
tongue and the back of your throat, and
then your nostrils to make the test more

Independent Living ┃ Respite & Guest Stays ┃ Personal Care Plans

on a variety of incentives to choose from
* Call for details.

delays at Yonge and Wellington at the
beginning of June.
On Sunday, June 5, Yonge Street from
Wellington to Murray Drive will be closed
for the Aurora Chamber of Commerce
Street Festival, a family-friendly favourite
event that is returning for the first time
since 2019 due to the global pandemic.
“York Region’s largest community
event, the Aurora Chamber Street Festival
is held annually on the first Sunday in
June,” said the Chamber. “The Festival
is a fun-filled event for all ages with 500+
vendors, fantastic street performers, live
music, food galore, and so much more.
“Yonge Street is closed to traffic
between Wellington Street and Murray
Drive, allowing vendors and visitors full
access to the street. Plan to attend rain or
shine!”
For more information about the Aurora Chamber
of Commerce’s 2022 Street Festival, including
vendor applications and frequently asked questions,
visit aurorachamber.on.ca/street-festival.

accurate. If you perform only a nostril
swab, you could miss the infection as it is
believed the viral load of Omicron peaks
later in the nose than it does in the throat.”
Vaccine immunity, he underscored,
does wane over time, “usually within three
to five months”, particularly for older
individuals. Receiving your third and
fourth doses of a vaccine now is “critical…
to remain protected, especially for those
who are older, immune compromised, or
at risk for any other reason.”
Now that trends are going in a
positive direction, York Region Public
Health is resuming in-school vaccination
programs for Grade 7 students. These
vaccinations include those for Hepatitis
B, meningococcal meningitis, and HVP,
which protects against cervical cancer.
“We’re now able to offer these
vaccinations to eligible youth who may
be due or may have missed their vaccines
during the pandemic,” said Dr. Pakes.
“School boards and families who are
eligible may have been notified with this
reminder to catch up on these important
immunizations and we are available on
Tuesdays or Thursdays at our community
clinics and we’re hoping to create more
availability soon.”
LOCAL STATS
As of Tuesday, May 17, Aurora was
experiencing 37 active PCR-confirmed
cases of COVID-19, according to York
Region Public Health – but the true
number is likely much higher.
Since the start of the global pandemic,
the community has seen a total of 4,816
PCR-confirmed cases of COVID-19,
4,716 of which are now marked as
recovered.
There have been 63 fatalities attributed
to the virus since March of 2020.
By the start of the week, 90.5 per cent
of Aurora residents aged five and up have
received at least one dose of a COVID-19
vaccine. 88.3 per cent of residents in the
same age bracket have received two doses.

Limited
Time Offer
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Aurora to consider leash-free dog trail in two locations
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Aurora’s dogs love to run free at
Canine Commons, the Town’s sole
leash-free dog park at the head of
Industrial Parkway North and St.
John’s Sideroad. But local pups could
soon have more areas to roam – at
least temporarily.
This week, Council will consider
a pilot project that will allow for offleash stretches in the Town’s expansive
trails network.
Two areas have been identified for
the potential pilot project: the Tim
Jones Trail north of the McKenzie
Marsh Boardwalk to the bridge
connecting the trail with Newmarket,
as well as the Darkwood Detention
Area, a dry stormwater collection area
off Rachewood Court and Loriview
Lane.
“The Town recognizes that offleash areas are important to resident
dog owners as they provide social
benefits to humans and canines,” says
Sara Tienkamp, Aurora’s Manager of
Parks & Fleet. “It is also important to
balance the needs of the community,
impact on natural environment, and
the sustainability of the off-leash area,
when distinguishing areas.”
In the two suggested locations
that will be up for review, several
criteria were considered including
established uses, impacts to the
park’s functionality and natural
environment, proportion of the park
to be taken up by the new leash-free
areas, and the characteristics of the
surrounding area.
Exclusion zones were established
for areas with playgrounds, splash
pads, skateboard parks, tennis courts,
basketball courts, sports fields, heritage
and ceremonial areas, areas around
water courses or those with natural
vegetation that would be disturbed by
foot traffic, and areas that might host

natural ice rinks or toboggan hills in
the colder months.
The first location, the north end
of the Tim Jones Trail, ticked several
boxes.
“The off-leash zone is intended to
be between the bridge/boardwalk
and is approximately 300 metres in
length,” said Ms. Tienkamp. “The
boardwalk will not be a part of the offleash zone. Signage would be placed
at the St. John’s Sideroad entrance
to the trail and in Newmarket on the
north side of the bridge to advise of
the upcoming off-leash zone, with
additional signage as you enter the
trail between the north end of the
boardwalk and south side of the
bridge. If approved, staff would liaise
with Newmarket to receive permission
to install signage on Newmarket’s land
to the north of the bridge. It could also
provide Newmarket the opportunity
to expand the off-leash zone into their
trail system should they choose.”
The second potential location, the
Darkwood Detention Area, is near the
rail line and 12 residential homes. If
approved, this off-leash area would be
four-acre expanse with signage placed
at the Loriview Lane and Rachewood
Court entrances.
Leash-free zones will not be
considered for the David Tomlinson
Nature Reserve.
“During discussions with Bylaw and
Parks it was agreed dedicated times in
the locations were not ideal, as it could
lead to confusion with the public and
potential conflicts between users,”
Ms. Tienkamp noted. “Dog activity in
the David Tomlinson Wildlife Nature
Reserve disturbs wildlife in a park that
has been constructed to attract and
nurture a diverse ecological landscape.
The nature reserve designed by
David Tomlinson was modelled after
similar parks in Europe which are not
intended for dog use. The reserves
are wildlife safe havens intended to
create optimal habitat that allows

for wildlife reintegration in urban
centres, increased diversification, and
opportunities to promote breeding.”
An off-leash dog trail was last
floated at Town Hall by Councillor
Wendy Gaertner through a motion
last year.
“It has been exceedingly difficult to
find land in Aurora to accommodate
off-leash dog parks,” said Councillor
Gaertner in her motion. “It may be
viable and effective to permit off-leash
use of some trails and parks during
dedicated times.”
Although her fellow Council
members
expressed
concerns
over safety as well as potential
environmental
impacts
moving
forward with the vision, they agreed
that, at the very least, it was an idea
worth exploring.
First out of the gate to support
the motion was Councillor Rachel

Gilliland who said she “fully
supported” off-leash dog park and
trail areas, noting this was an issue
previously addressed by Council.
Councillor Sandra Humfryes also
offered her support, stating that
some other municipalities have gone
down this road and it has proved
successful.
“I think the key there is an
understanding which trails [are
designated so the public] when
they walk in there is clear signage
and everyone knows what they
are walking into,” said Councillor
Humfryes. “There have to be some
real thought processes. Sometimes
trails adjoin, there are different
sections to take. You have to be
careful and have one that will,
perhaps, go from one end to the
other that doesn’t cause any of those
surprises or issues of concern.”

Are You Caring for An
Older Loved One?
so much worry... so much time...
so much to do!

We can help you
at an affordable
cost!
•

Care at home and in
other residential settings

•

Live in/out: 3-24 hours
care and 24/7 care

•

RN supervised

•

Chronic disease
care: Parkinson’s,
Alzheimer’s, Dementia,
Diabetes, Cancer
Care, etc.

•

Personal care: hygiene,
bathing, and dressing

•

Meal planning and
preparation

•

Light housekeeping;
laundry

•

Escorting to
appointments;
shopping

•

Joyful companionship…
and so much more

www.livingassistance.ca
Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice
905.758.2486(cell).

SUMMER FUN – Summer weather arrived early last week and Aurorans were eager to
enjoy it. Here, twins Danielle and Melanie enjoy the sun at Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park.

: 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Machell’s Corners

Reader skeptical of
mail-in voting
My “Get ready to vote” instructions
arrived in the mail this week and I
noted especially the ‘How to Vote by
Mail’ section.
In Canada, this is a relatively noncontroversial issue when compared to
our southern neighbours, but it does
merit some concern.
The main objective in a democratic
country is a free and fair election where
the voter can “vote their conscience”
without fear of retribution.
The single most important element
of such an election is the fact that the
election process uses secret ballot.
This critical aspect protects the voter
from third-party coercion and the vote
from unethical voters who might sell
their vote.
Historically, in every case where secret
ballot is compromised, unscrupulous
individuals and groups endeavor to
cheat.
A mailed in ballot is clearly not a
secret ballot and can be influenced by
dominant or abusive family members,
groups/individuals
with
special
interests, etc.
There are some situations where a
mail-in ballot is the only option, but
these should be few and far between to
assure the integrity of an election.
Approving a mail-in ballot should
require verification that the situation
precludes visiting an official voting site
where protocols assure secret balloting.
It is not enough that the voter sites
inconvenience as a reason to vote by
mail.
Ernest Reynolds
Aurora

Resident wants “fiscally
responsible” route on
train whistles
Living on the other side of Town, it’s
hard to judge the current and potential
impact of the train whistles on those
living close to the tracks. However,
I have previously lived close
to train tracks elsewhere.
My experience was that you
become quite used to noise the after
a short while and pretty much tune
it out. In fact, it almost becomes a
comfort to hear the regular passing of
the trains in the background.
If in mid-conversation, it’s not
hard to simply stop talking for a few
moments and, if necessary, repeat
what may have been missed. And as
a one-time GO commuter, standing
on a cold platform in the middle
of winter, it was always a relief to
hear the advanced warning of the
approaching train from farther up the
line.
Surely, these are people who
knowingly chose to live close to
the tracks in the first place, though
admittedly the frequency is increasing.
When you also consider the longerterm intention of Metrolinx to create,
if I recall correctly, a Wellington
Street underpass, this will eliminate
the need for an above ground crossing
in what is probably the most critical,
densely populated area.
Speculatively, if it takes five years
to implement the additional safety
features and Metrolinx builds the
underpass within say 10 or so years,
then this is a very expensive solution
for something only useful for such a
limited time.
On that basis, I trust Council
will take the fiscally responsible
route of not overriding their
professional staff recommendation.
Colin Houghton
Aurora
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Cracking open a two-four with purpose
It’s that time of year we’ve all been
waiting for: the “unofficial” start of
summer.
Never mind that summer proper will
still take another month to get here,
give or take a few days; if we have an
opportunity, even early, to get into that
easy, breezy summer mindset, I’m all for
it.
Summer did indeed arrive early this
past weekend, even if Mother Nature did
do a little fancy footwork to fake us out
and bring things back down on Monday
to more seasonable temperatures.
And people enjoyed it to the fullest.
Our trails and parks have been hopping,
our sports fields have been packed, and
our water features – ponds, kettle lakes,
and, yes, even well-kept and deceptively
picturesque stormwater management
ponds – saw a booming business.
We Ontarians are subject to harsh
winters, a season which, thanks to
reasons we all know about, is becoming
increasingly unpredictable. So, even if
we’re jumping the gun on the whole
summer thing, let’s just count it as our
just reward after the long stretch of
November to April.
As much as I welcome the start to
summer – official or otherwise – it’s
also a season of one of my biggest pet
peeves: the evolution of the so-called
“May Two-Four” weekend.
It seems that Victoria Day, a doublebarrelled holiday that is not only to
celebrate the May 24-born Queen
Victoria, a woman often dubbed the
“Mother of Confederation”, but it is
also designated as the Monarch’s Official
Birthday, whoever he or she might be at
the time.
It’s served as the “official” Canadian
birthday of Edward VII, George V,
Edward VIII (although he only stuck
around as King for a single May), George
VI and his daughter, Elizabeth II – all
of whom, with the possible exception of
the eventual Duke of Windsor, have, in
my opinion, served this country well and
continue to do so.
Maybe that’s why I bristle just a little
bit every time I hear the days leading up
to the Monday itself as “the May Long
Weekend” or, in the case of people who
simply associate the “unofficial start
of summer” with popping open a cold
brew, the aforementioned “May TwoFour.”
Don’t get me wrong, I’m not trying
to pour cold water on anyone’s summer
fun – I’ve been anxiously awaiting it

BROCK’S
BANTER
Brock Weir

myself – but it feels like yet another
occasion that has been stripped down
from its purpose and rebranded in the
most generic way possible.
It’s not the only example, either.
This country is rife with holidays
and observances which are either just
mentioned in passing or simply serve as
footnotes on the calendar.
On February 15, how many of us
celebrate Flag Day?
“We have a Flag Day?” you might ask
yourself, perhaps thinking that this was
strictly an American thing.
Yes, National Flag of Canada Day is
indeed February 15 – but, outside of a
few cursory tweets from our politicians
or civic-minded organizations, it’s a day
that typically comes and goes with little
more than a whisper.
Last month was Vimy Ridge Day,
an anything-but-statutory holiday
introduced by the Government of
Canada in 2003, following a campaign
led by a veteran of the Korean War,
to commemorate those who took part
in what historians argue was Canada’s
most decisive battles and an integral
stepping stone on our road to true
nationhood. Aside from flag-raisings
and talks spearheaded by local Legions,
museums and historical societies, it
came and went with very little notice.
Lost amid Christmas, Hanukkah
and other religious observances in the
late fall and early winter is an official
holiday which marks the anniversary
when Canada became nation truly
autonomous from the United Kingdom
– but, aside from the display of the Royal
Union Flag outside of government
buildings, this very important date in our
history as a country is just an ordinary
December 11.
Then there’s the thorny issue of just
what are we celebrating in August? Yes,
of course, we’re celebrating and enjoying
a well-earned holiday Monday, but are
we commemorating the legacy of John
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Graves Simcoe (for better or worse) as
the name Simcoe Day suggests? Well,
in some parts of Ontario, the answer
is yes. In theory. If you’re in Guelph or
Ottawa, you’re commemorating John
Galt and Colonel By respectively.
Many provinces have declared it a
day to celebrate just that, the province
as a whole, but Ontario is an outlier – so
we just enjoy the day as it unfolds paying
little attention to just why we have the
day off.
Yet this Victoria Day is a unique one.
It’s a chance to celebrate the continued
legacy of the Queen of Canada in her
Platinum Jubilee year – an occasion that
has never before been celebrated by a
Canadian monarch.
With some imagination, it could be a
day to celebrate and recognize not only
her service to Canada, but the significant
advancements we have collectively made
as a nation since the start of her reign in
1952: leaders, innovators and advocates
who have helped shape our country;
the recognition and advancement of
the rights of peoples who have been
historically marginalized in these
lands well before Confederation; the
emergence of our nation on the world
stage; and the continued examination of
just who we are as a country.
“Over the course of her reign, Her
Majesty has been a constant presence in
the life of Canadians, offering steadfast
leadership in times of change, hardship
or uncertainty,” said the Prime Minister
at the start of the Platinum Jubilee year.
“She has shared in some of the proudest
and most memorable moments in our
recent history – from the celebration of
the 100th anniversary of Confederation
in 1967, to the Montreal Olympics
in 1976, to the proclamation of the
Constitution Act in 1982. Her Majesty
is the patron of more than 600 charities
and organizations, including 36 in
Canada. To this day, she continues to
show our country her devotion and
generosity, and to champion our most
cherished values of unity, peace and
freedom.”
Unity, peace and freedom are three
words that are oft-mentioned in today’s
heated political climate, but I think we
can agree they are values that are indeed
cherished however we define them.
If we must crack open a Two-Four
this weekend, let’s raise a can or glass,
even if just for a moment, to Victoria
Day and what – and who – it really
represents.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors
and letter writers are not necessarily those of The
Auroran.
Letters
must
include
name
and
phone number, although number will not be
published. Letters may be edited or refused. All
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Here at the Museum & Archives, we’re excitedly awaiting the opening
of our new and revitalized home at Aurora Town Square; but without
access to our artifact collection – safely sealed away – we’re certainly
feeling the squeeze! This old embossing stamp (72.4) was used by the
Children’s Aid Society for the County of York until they received new
ones in 1972 – as the year prior York County was divided to form York
Region and Metropolitan Toronto. Until Aurora Town Square opens,
we’ll press on!

Vyshyvanka Day
Today, May 19, is Vyshyvanka Day.
Each year, on the third Thursday
of May, Ukrainians around the world
celebrate Ukraine’s rich culture and
history by proudly wearing Vyshyvankas
– embroidered shirts that are a staple of
Ukrainian culture. Now, more than ever, it
is important to show support for Ukraine.
Since the start of Vladimir Putin’s
unjustified and horrific war, Canada has
stood with and supported the people
of Ukraine. We’ve provided military
equipment and humanitarian aid, and we
continue to work with President Zelenskyy
and his government to ensure they have
the resources they need.
The conflict has also created a
humanitarian crisis, with Ukrainians
fleeing for safety. We’ve opened our doors
to help make it easier for them to come
here. And we’ve heard from Canadian
businesses who also wish to help, which
is why we announced the creation of an
online portal to expedite their support. This
will allow businesses to offer vital goods and
services to support resettlement agencies
and displaced Ukrainians – including
temporary housing, gift cards for the
purchase of priority items, transportation,
as well as jobs for those arriving in Canada.
Several companies – including Loblaws,
Canadian Tire, Metro, and Couche-Tard
– have already made early donations, and
we thank them for stepping up.
Canada has a proud history of being
a safe refuge for those in need. We will
do everything we can to help Ukrainian
refugees find safety and thrive here. Last
week, we announced three federal charter
flights to Canada for Ukrainians and family
members. These flights will be available
to those approved through the CanadaUkraine Authorization for Emergency
Travel Program.
More Jobs Added in April
Thanks to the hard work and
determination of Canadians, we are
experiencing one of the strongest economic
recoveries in the G7. Last week, Statistics
Canada released their job numbers, which
show that Canada gained 15,000 jobs in
April, bringing our unemployment rate
down to 5.2% - the lowest since 1976.

This week, the Honourable Steven
Guilbeault, launched a public consultation
to develop Canada’s first National
Adaptation Strategy, a whole-of-society
blueprint for co-ordinated action across
the country, ensuring communities
and Canadians are prepared for the
impacts of climate change. Ideas include
building homes that can withstand higher
temperatures, to embracing the power of
Tony Van Bynen, MP
nature to protect our communities from
Newmarket - Aurora
flooding. This is an opportunity for you to
In fact, Canada has recovered 115% have your say at letstalkadaptation.ca.
of the jobs lost since the onset of the
Share Your Thoughts
pandemic.
for Housing Accelerator Fund
Budget 2022 proposes to provide $4
Support for Seniors
billion over 5 years, starting in 2022-23,
All seniors deserve a secure and to the Canada Mortgage and Housing
dignified retirement. That’s why one of the Corporation (CMHC) to launch a new
first things our government did was restore Housing Accelerator Fund. The House
the age of eligibility for Old Age Security of Commons Standing Committee on
and the Guaranteed Income Supplement Human Resources, Skills and Social
from 67 to 65, putting thousands of Development and the Status of Persons
dollars back into the pockets of seniors. with Disabilities (HUMA) is now studying
We also increased the Guaranteed Income options for the rollout of this fund.
Supplement for single seniors by up to
HUMA will explore investments
$947 annually and invested $6 billion in staffing and technological support
into Homecare and Palliative care. Our for municipal planning departments,
changes have improved the financial purchasing
property,
infrastructure
security of 900,000 seniors and helped lift upgrades, and policy development to
45,000 out of poverty.
help reach a goal of 100,000 new homes
In Budget 2022, we’re investing $20 by 2024-25. HUMA will also study how
million to expand the New Horizons for the government can build on the Federal
Seniors Program to support more projects Lands Initiative to identify federally owned
that improve their quality of life and help properties that might be made available to
them continue to fully participate in their municipalities and/or other stakeholders
communities.
to help increase the housing supply.
National Adaptation
The public can participate by
Strategy Consultation
submitting written briefs no longer than
Building a strong and healthy future 10 pages or approximately 4,000 words.
for Canadians means building homes, For information on how to prepare a
infrastructure, and an economy that is submission, please consult the Guide for
ready for the realities of climate change. Submitting Briefs to House of Commons
Across the country, Canadians have Committees. This is your opportunity
experienced extreme heat waves, had their to add to the discussion. You can also
homes destroyed by wildfires and floods, follow the Committee on its website,
and have seen their crops devastated by ourcommons.ca/Committees/en/Huma.
drought. It is clear that adapting to the
impacts of a changing climate, in addition
If you are seeking information or require
to fighting climate change itself, will assistance with Federal programs and services,
protect our communities, build a resilient please reach out to my team by e-mail at Tony.
economy, and ensure our children have a VanBynen@parl.gc.ca or by calling 905-953safe place to grow and live.
7515.

MP'S REPORT

Three Items
Three items that I want to discuss with
my loyal readers.
First, growing up, we all have heroes.
In hockey my first were Dave Keon and
Brad Park, then followed by Ian Turnbull
then Wendel Clark and finally Alexander
Mogilny.
In baseball it was Cincinnati Reds
catcher Johnny Bench and New York Mets/
Cincinnati Reds pitcher Tom Seaver, with
former Toronto Blue Jay Jimmy Key as my
favourite left-handed pitcher.
But my real heroes – are volunteers –
people who live the quiet dignity of everyday life, and also try to help others.
The attribute that stands out for these
everyday heroes for me is selflessness and
volunteerism.
As someone once said to me, “if you are
all wrapped up in yourself, you are indeed a
small package.”
And it made me think about Aurora and
how fortunate we are with all those folks
who stand tall here due to their selflessness.
I am struck by the impressive nature of
volunteerism that goes on around us here in
Aurora. Many local groups support events
such as the World’s Longest Street Sale, the
Aurora Home Show and the RibFest. It

who worked in the front lines dealing with
the COVID-19 pandemic. They include
delivery people, cashiers, etc.
Although they are not volunteers in the
true sense they don’t make big dollars and
are out there for us.
As loyal readers of this column know,
I have tried over the years to publicize
those in our community who have made a
difference.
We have so many wonderful people
around us and it seems we really don’t get a
chance to know them well.
Stephen Somerville
Second, two items as it related to our
is also great to see the number of children upcoming municipal election this fall.
playing organized soccer, baseball and
First, I am interested to see the impact
hockey in Aurora and they would not be that a ward system could have on the 2022
doing so if not for the volunteer coaches municipal election.
and administrators.
The six councillors that we elected in
These selfless people are, to borrow an 2018 reside in various clusters around
expression from Richard Nixon, one of the Aurora. And now that you have six ward
“silent majority,” those people who quietly seats plus the Mayor’s chain of office up
meet the challenges and commitments of for grabs; there could be some Councillors
everyday life and also find time to volunteer without a chair when the music stops this
their time to others. They usually don’t late October.
garner headlines, trophies or accolades,
I do not know where each of our
but their individual contributions are what currently elected councilors reside, but I
make our community worth living in.
imagine a few of them probably live in
To this list of heroes, we surely add those
Continued on page 23

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

By Reccia Mandelcorn

There are moments in one’s day that
hit the sweet spot of job satisfaction. For
me, it comes when I have the privilege of
welcoming a new immigrant or refugee to
Library Land. Sometimes a newcomer
asks how much it costs to join, which can
come as a surprise if one has only ever
known a library as a free public service.
Libraries are usually thought of as
cultural and literary institutions. But they
also play a critical role in helping newcomers
upgrade their skills, find jobs, improve their
English, read books in their native language
and access technology.
Immigrating to a new country is a
daunting and complicated task. It involves
learning different customs, meeting new
people, possibly learning a new language
and definitely lots of paperwork. Finding
help for questions as well as a welcoming
place to connect during this transitional
time can make all the difference in a
person’s life.
With the diverse needs and life stories
that immigrants bring, libraries work in
collaboration with community partners
to provide the programs newcomers need
during this important transitional time in
their new lives.
Library Settlement Partnerships (LSP),
with funding provided by Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship Canada, works
with libraries to deliver information sessions
that focus on settlement, resource training
and support. Some of the programs we’ve
been able to offer with LSP are delivered in
the native language of participants.
A new initiative we are very excited to
be introducing is an In-Library Settlement
Worker pilot project. A Settlement Worker
from LSP will provide information on
housing, healthcare, transit, citizenship,
important documents and who to contact
in our community. Newcomers can simply
drop in to the Library the third Thursday
of the month beginning June 16 between
1 – 4pm; no appointment needed.
Our new website, that launched in May,
includes a page under “Browse” devoted
to newcomers, where they can easily find
workshops on subjects like scam awareness
and prevention, tax benefits and credits and
an upcoming multi-sector career fair where
they can meet employers, learn about
pathways to new jobs, and in some cases,
even apply for jobs on the spot. The page
also includes the online resource Up Your
Life: Living on a Budget in York Region
and quick links to Services for Newcomers.
The relationship between long-time
residents and newcomers is one of
reciprocity. The cultural landscape of any
community is enriched by the diversity new
immigrants bring, building cross-cultural
connections that make for strong, vibrant
neighbourhoods.
If you are new to Canada and our
community, we look forward to hearing
from you about the kinds of services and
programs you would like to see at your
public library. Visit us at www.aurorapl.ca
or contact Claudia Olguin at colguin@
aurorapl.ca for more information.
What I’ve been reading:
The Memory Police by Yōko Ogawa
You Still Look the Same by Farzana Doctor
(advance copy)
The Last High by Daniel Kalla
What Strange Paradise by Omar El Akkad

Reccia Mandelcorn is the Manager,
Community Collaboration at Aurora
Public Library. The opinions expressed in
this column reflect her personal thoughts
about the engagement of community with
their public library.

THIS WEEK’S NEW POLL
Did Monday's Ontario Leaders
Debate sway your
vote in any way?
Yes No
www.theauroran.com
PREVIOUS POLL

Have you already decided your vote ahead of the June 2 Provincial Election?
May 17, 2022

Feeling the pressure!

Welcome to
Library Land

RESULTS
TO DATE

The Aurora
Museum & Archives
is…

YES

NO

79%

UNSURE

21%

0%
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Aurora urges voters to keep municipal priorities in
mind when casting Provincial ballot
Advance polls
now open
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town is encouraging residents to
keep the municipality’s priorities in mind
when casting their vote in next month’s
Provincial Election.
The statement, signed by Mayor Tom
Mrakas, was issued the day after the
writ was dropped calling election day

for June 2.
“I encourage everyone to vote in the
upcoming Provincial Election and when
voting to consider candidates who have
Aurora’s priorities top of mind,” said
Mayor Mrakas. “Our Town’s Strategic
Plan focuses on three pillars of success: a
healthy community, thriving economy and
stewardship of our natural environment.
“We need a committed provincial
partner that aligns with our vision
for Aurora; to be an innovative and
sustainable community where neighbours

care and businesses thrive. If anything,
these last few years have reinforced
the need for continued investment in
healthcare to ensure Aurorans have the
health care services they can depend on.
“Also, it is crucial that the next
Provincial government continues the
work of municipalities to fix the planning
process and ensure housing affordability is
a top priority. Lastly, we need a provincial
partner who values the work Aurora has
done to promote environmental protection
and build a culture of environmentalism
in the community.”
ADVANCE POLLS NOW OPEN
Ontarians will go to the polls on June
2, but you can cast your vote earlier if
desired.
Voter information cards arrived in
mailboxes beginning last week and you
can vote at an advanced voting location
or your local returning office.
Votes can be cast at the Aurora-Oak
Ridges-Richmond Hill (Aurora lying
on the south side of Wellington Street)
returning office located at 126 Don

Hillock Drive, Unit 1, in Aurora through
June 1.
The office is open Monday to Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., on Sunday, May
22 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sunday,
May 29 from 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Aurora’s
Aurora-Oak
RidgesRichmond Hill’s advanced voting
location will be held at The Armoury (89
Mosley Street) beginning Thursday, May
19, running through May 23, from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m.
The returning office for the riding of
Newmarket-Aurora (Aurora lying on the
north side of Wellington Street) is located
in the Baylock Centre at 16700 Bayview
Avenue in Newmarket.
It’s open Monday to Saturday from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m., and on Sunday, May 22
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and on Sunday,
May 29 from 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Advance polls for Aurora residents in
Newmarket-Aurora will be at the Aurora
Family Leisure Complex (135 Industrial
Parkway North) from May 21 – May 28
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Youth focused on affordability, climate
in this election: Future Majority
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Youth focused on affordability,
Action on affordability and climate
change are top of mind for area young
voters, according to Future Majority.
Future Majority is an organization
for youth led by youth with the goal of
boosting engagement among younger
voters. They take a two-prong approach
connecting with young adults: face
to face conversation and “relational
organizing,” which tasks them with
engaging with “friends, classmates and
colleagues around voting and the issues
that matter to them.”
As Ontarians head to the polls on
June 2, the group has been hard at work
canvassing young voters to see what
issues matter to them this time around,
and their findings are not that removed
from voters at large.
“Future Majority runs a couple of
focus groups to get the pulse of young
people and the issues that matter
to them,” says spokesperson – and
university student – Elijah Santana.
“What we are seeing are significant
concerns about the environment in
regards to action on climate change.
We’re seeing concerns about increasing
unaffordability across the Province,
particularly in the housing sector, and

CUSTOM NEW KITCHENS
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES • PERSPECTIVE DRAWINGS

there’s also the mental health aspect to
it: increasing access to mental health
resources and expanding our mental
health programs within the Province.”
Santana is a more recent member of
Future Majority.
The mission of the group really
“spoke” to him in raising political
awareness and getting more young
people involved in the political process
in a non-partisan way.
“This is done through canvassing
events,
reaching
out
through
social media, outreach to media
organizations…and also through a
website called VoteTube where young
people are able to ask party leaders
questions about the issues that matter
to them, things that impact them, and
have them actually respond.”
“In the Federal election last year,
Future Majority was able to run some
local youth events to kind of attract
young voters to remind them that the
election is coming up and they should
register to vote and get out to vote. They
did things like pledge drives, reminding
people of the date they have to vote, the
steps they have to take to vote, and also
making clear the importance of voting
for young people.
“I think a lot of people think
their vote doesn’t matter, they are
uninterested or apathetic to the political
Continued on page 25
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Local students leave legacies fighting for change
in health, animal welfare
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(Left) Aurora’s Michaela Morra, a Grade 12 student at Newmarket’s Pickering College, took home top honours in a pitch competition for her Capstone Project: a music therapy initiative for people living with
dementia. (Right) Fellow Aurora student Emma Zhang was a finalist in the same competition, pointing out the ecological impact of Badminton birdies.
Contributed photos

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Last year, Michaela Morra watched
a loved one slowly lose his life to the
ravages of dementia.
First, it was the little things, then
he was unable to recognize his family.
Soon, he was unable to take care of
himself and had to move into a nursing
home.
As hard as dementia is for the
patient, it is also painful for family
members left behind – but inspired by
her uncle’s illness, the Grade 12 Aurora
student set out to learn more and make
a difference for others living with the
same affliction.
Morra’s “Music Can Awaken the
Brain” took home top honours in a
pitch competition hosted by Pickering
College. A student at the Newmarket
independent school for more than
14 years, Morra’s project was part
of her Capstone Project, an integral
component of Pickering College’s
(PC’s) Global Leadership Program,
which tasks students with identifying
a wide-reaching issue and looking for
practical solutions.
Music Can Awaken the Brain was
focused on “improving quality of life for
dementia patients using music therapy,
by developing a sustained music therapy
student volunteer program where
they create music playlists on donated
devices that stay with patients.”
“I wanted to understand more about
the illness, so in Grade 11 I chose
to study dementia in my Sociology,
Anthropology and Psychology class and
discovered the benefits of music therapy
in improving the quality of life of those
living with dementia,” Morra explains.
“The research I found showed that it
reduced agitation, depression and the

use of anti-psychotic medication.
“I also discovered a barrier that
using music therapy has to healthcare
costs: purchasing the devices, whether
it is MP3 players or headphones, and
the labour that nurses or people at the
hospital would have to upload a 100song playlist to their devices, which took
me roughly 2.5 hours to do per device.
My action plan was to create a volunteer
program at my school whereby students
would have a donation drive for devices,
partner with healthcare professionals
working with dementia patients living
in the community, in order to obtain
information to create a personalized
playlist and deliver it to the individual.”
Some of the music that particularly
struck a chord with patients were tunes
with a special resonance for the listener,
including melodies they heard when
they were in their youth and even to
songs played at their weddings.
“I reached out to community
organizations and local hospitals to
see if anyone would be interested in
my volunteer program,” says Morra.
“The pandemic kind of caused a halt
to the operation, but I was able to trial
the process myself as well as partner
with the hospital and other volunteers
I had. The feedback was incredible:
for the patients, it reduced agitation,
depression, and the intake of antipsychotic treatments and it increased
their food intake, which surprised me.
“The main thing [the volunteers]
said was it was a very rewarding process
knowing that they potentially helped a
person with dementia improve their
quality of life in our own community.
I will always hold that to my heart as
I move off to university [to pursue]
science, whether it is health care or
more psychology-based. I feel I am
definitely going to always take this with
me and I am going to get devices and

upload them throughout the summer
and get them into hospitals.”
Fellow Grade 12 student Emma
Zhang also intends to pursue a postsecondary career in the sciences this
fall.
Zhang’s Capstone Project was a
finalist in the same Pitch Competition,
but her focus was both athletic and
environmental. In her “Save the Geese,
Save the Food Web” project, Emma
created an art piece using 1,630 broken
feather birdies used in badminton
gameplay to spread awareness of the
fact these feathers are plucked from live
fowl.
“My project is trying to allow more
people to use plastic birdies rather than
feather birdies,” says Zhang, an Aurora

resident and badminton player herself.
“I have played with feather birdies for
11 years and I realized I needed to
change when I stepped on a feather
that was hit off the birdie, slipped on it,
and sprained my ankle. It gave me time
to think: why are there so many feather
birdies on the ground? People know
that those feathers are made of goose
and no one is realizing how severe the
problem is.”
Through the collection of 1,630
broken birdies, Zhang created one
large birdie designed to raise awareness
of alternatives.
“Plastic is still polluting the
environment, but feather birdies are
hurting the geese, who are alive when
the birdies are produced,” she says.
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Affordability top-of-mind issue for candidates at first meeting
From page 1

work in the riding?”
The candidates, grouped by riding,
responded as follows:
Newmarket-Aurora:
DENIS HENG – NDP
“Housing affordability means a
lot of things to a lot of people and I
find that right now we need to have
choices; we need to have choices for all
levels of income here in NewmarketAurora. I live in a townhouse in
Aurora and have lived here for 16
years. It’s something where if I had
to buy my townhouse right now, I
would not be able to afford it because
my townhouse has quadrupled in
value [since I bought it]. I think the
big thing here is really what the NDP
will do is we will actually put the
power in where the municipalities are
and build the communities we want
to build 20, 30, 40 years from now,
not the communities we have been
building for the last 20 years. We
want to be building mixed housing.
We don’t want the single-dwelling
homes the Conservative party is kind
of promoting right now with regards
to their urban sprawl; we’re looking
for middle density along public
transit corridors and this will provide
the affordable housing that will bring

workers in to the same communities
where they can live, work and play.”
CAROLINA RODRIGUEZ –
GREEN PARTY
“I am one of those young people
who won’t be able to afford a house. I
am 22-years-old and don’t see myself
as a future homeowner with the way
things are currently. Our policy is not
that it is just about building more.
While we understand we need more
supply, it’s about building with a
purpose. You need to create access
in our communities to be able to live
within them. In Newmarket-Aurora,
they are so car dependant [and] so
many people don’t have access to
a car and don’t have access to live
within the community, even if they
can afford a home. We propose not
only restructure with the help of
municipalities, municipal zoning
laws, so we can build triplexes,
quadplexes, tiny homes, and homes
that represent more than just one
type of family. We also want to
build 15-minute communities, which
would be an affordable place to call
home within a walk, a cycle, a short
transit away from work, services,
grocery shopping and everything
else you would need. Specifically
for new homeowners we would
also propose to end blind bidding.
This would significantly decrease

Value beyond numbers

the amount spent after a blind bid
and would ensure transparency in a
home purchasing process. Another
important policy that we have is the
multiple home speculation tax. This
would be intended to stop speculators
[from] driving up housing prices and
leaving homes to actual families to
live with.
DR. SYLVAIN ROY (LIBERAL)
“Beyond 1.5 million homes we
want to build [referenced earlier in
the meeting by Ms. Kasirlou] one
(policy) that really piqued my interest
and it is really around something
we’re going to call the Ontario Home
Buyer Corporation is going to be
specifically to build homes for firsttime home buyers because that is
definitely something I am hearing
around the door. Parents with kids who
are going to university, there is that
hopelessness that is really attached to
folks right now in terms of the future
and being able to afford a home in
the riding. When we think about $1
million homes, that is really out of
reach for so many people. I work
with homeless people in the Region
as well and even basic things like rent
and affordability, the affordability of
rent when you’re on ODSP or social
assistance, there are two sides of the
coin we really have to pay attention
to. It is about community, building
up, and affordability more generally.
We’re committed to reducing transit
fares to a dollar so folks from other
regions can actually come to work in
this riding and they can stay in their
homes if they do have one elsewhere,
but the idea of creating communities
where people can access NewmarketAurora is top of mind for us.”
Aurora-Oak Ridges
-Richmond Hill:

Partners in

Brian Roberts

Your Business

CPA, CGA, LPA

Call us at

905.727.8046

or visit

www.robertscpa.ca

MARJAN KASIRLOU (LIBERAL)
“Housing is really crucial to our
community. I am hearing [that at]
every single door that I go. Especially
our youth are concerned about their
future where they actually can live.
We’re going to build 1.5 million
new homes, which will actually
create…housing jobs in Ontario. We
will actually have 138,000 deeply
affordable homes that our even
younger generation can afford to
buy. One of the issues we face right
now is we do have so many empty
homes, especially non-residents,
investing in and sitting on. We’re
going to tax those empty homes and
also ban new ownership for nonresidents in Ontario. We will also
create ‘Use It or Lose It’ tax that
the land developers who are sitting
on the lands, which have received a
permit to build housing in Ontario.
This will eliminate a lot of pressures

in municipalities and will create the
homes that people in Ontario need to
live in.”
MICHAEL PARSA
(PROGRESSIVE
CONSERVATIVE)
“There’s no doubt about it, we’re
in a housing crisis in the Province of
Ontario, but it is important to note
that this didn’t happen overnight. It
happened because we weren’t ready.
We didn’t take the proper measures.
When we look at population growth of
our Province, the right supply did not
come in and that is why we are facing
the problems we’re having right now.
For us, when we came in, early on
Minister Clark talked about this and
said this is something that needs to
be dealt with. We need to make sure
that we bring in more supply. It is as
simple as supply and demand… As
a result of the Bills we put in, More
Homes, More Choice, as a result of
two following bills from Mr. Clark,
we had 100,000 housing starts in
Ontario last year and the year before.
That was the largest housing start in
the Province’s history since the early
90s. A lot of those were rental units
which we certainly did not have and
it is important to make sure when you
talk about housing, you talk about all
sorts of housing, a variety of options
for people who would like to live in
homes, apartments, rentals – those
who have dreams of owning a home.”
HOCKLEYBEER.CA

CATHERINE DELLERBA
(ONTARIO PARTY)
“Home prices in Ontario have
risen 180 per cent in the last decade,
while incomes are only up 40 per cent.
It is a huge issue, we’re all aware of it.
Last year alone, the average price of
a home rose 25 per cent in Richmond
Hill, Aurora, Oak Ridges – are
especially affected being in the Top 5
of all of these regions. Simply put, the
supply of homes is too low, demand
is too high, and I believe our current
politicians are mostly to blame. Some
solutions we would put forward is
government funding funnelled to new
home owners. Currently, the policy of
the Ford Government is to restrict types
of homes that significantly alleviate
our province’s housing crisis, so we
need duplexes and fourplexes which
are forbidden in most areas where
they are most needed. The increase in
prices purchased by foreign investors
and in some cases foreign ownership is
linked to money laundering schemes.
We would propose a no nonsense ban
on foreign ownership, on residential
and commercial ownership, so only
Canadians who work and live here
should be able to own property and
buy homes. Foreign investors shouldn’t
own between 50 and 100 houses and
charge rent at inflated rates, which
affects our current constituents.”

FORE! GOLF IS BACK!
PLANNING A GOLF EVENT?
WE CAN HELP.
Visit promotionalmarketing.ca
for your branded golf apparel and
accessories.
905 -841-0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca
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First components of Town Square project to open
“in a few weeks” following delays
updated timeline on when the new
Central York Fire Services station
and headquarters on Earl Stewart
Drive, in the southwest quadrant
of Bayview Avenue and St. John’s
Sideroad, could be largely completed
by this Tuesday, May 24.
“The work on the fire hall
is progressing nicely,” said Ms.
Wainwright-Van Kessell. “It is…
definitely starting to take shape and I
believe the boards (around the fencing)
should be down sometime soon. We’re
looking for when that happens. The
project schedule is showing that we’re
expecting completion for occupancy
on May 24, substantial performance
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It’s a bit of a challenge,
particularly in the
construction industry
at this time, so we’re
managing it closely
at the end of the month, and total
completion by June 18. That should
not delay anything from Fire’s
perspective of being able to do their
hiring and take control of the facility.
“At this time, we are still expecting
to stay within the budget and that’s
where we’re at right now.”

An architect’s rendering of the completed Aurora Town Square redevelopment.
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The first phase of Aurora’s Town
Square project – a new Yonge Street
entrance for the Aurora Public
Library – is expected to open “in a
few weeks.”
The Aurora Public Library’s
(APL) new ground floor, designed to
maximize accessibility from its Yonge
Street frontage, was expected to open
in April, but delays on multiple fronts
have pushed the grand opening to “a
few weeks” from now.
Members of the Town’s Financial
Advisory Committee (FAC) – Mayor
Tom Mrakas and Councillors Harold
Kim and Michael Thompson –
received an update on Town Square
and other capital projects at a meeting
last week.
According to the report prepared
for FAC by Town staff, March and
April were busy months for Town
Square construction with work
continuing on the new APL reading
garden, the third floor of the Aurora
Cultural
Centre/Church
Street
School expansion being poured, and
engineers have been brought on to
“undertake an independent structural
investigation of the existing school
house in response to preliminary
results of crack monitoring testing.”
The report notes that 124
change orders on the Town Square
construction have been approved to
date, with a value of $1.586 million,
including nearly $20,000 for exterior
signage, additional ceiling demolition
at the APL ($92,439), and $39,600
for parapet details.
“Colliers continues to note the
Budget status as ‘Yellow’ in this
reporting period (March and April)
indicating a moderate risk to the
project outcome,” said the report.
“This is based on the approved/
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pending forecasted Change Orders
accumulating at a quicker pace than
base construction works. Colliers
anticipates that the progression
of changes should slow as the
construction works progress, however
current market conditions continue
to create volatile material and labour
pricing.”
At the FAC meeting, Town
Treasurer Rachel Wainwright-Van
Kessel said it was the intention to
have the Library turned over at the
end of April, but factors in the delay
included material sourcing due to the
global pandemic.
“We’re waiting for an updated
schedule and expecting the Library
to turn over in the next few weeks,”
she said. “There are some challenges.
There is the carpenter’s strike that
is happening, so we’re monitoring
that closely to see if that is going
to have any impacts on the overall
project as well. This time, substantial
completion is forecast for the Winter
of 2023 and completion in Spring of
2023.”
On the subject of the Budget being
in “Yellow” status, Ms. WainwrightVan Kessell said the report does not
indicate it is going to go over-budget
“at this time, but we are saying there
are some risks.”
“The biggest risk is material
shortages and changes resulting
from COVID-19,” she said. “It’s
a bit of a challenge, particularly
in the construction industry at
this time, so we’re managing it
closely and we’re also making
sure we manage the contingency
appropriately to hopefully stay
within the budget on this project.”
Mayor Mrakas noted it was hoped
the first components of the revamped
Library would be open to the public
“at the end of May.”
Additional updates to the Town’s
ongoing capital projects included an

Y
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WORRY FREE
COVID TRAVEL
TEST
All tests offered:
RT-PCR, Molecular, and
Antigen
Let our Pharmacists take care of it!
Experience better care at Wellness Clinical
Pharmacy

905-841-6088
www.wellnessclinicalpharmacy.com
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York Region resident shines in AMI’s “Breaking Character”
By Mark Pavilons

A King native is using his talents to
spread awareness.
And he doesn’t mind if you laugh at
him.
AMI’s Breaking Character explores
disability representation through the
eyes of six performers with disabilities.
And one of them is Nobleton native
Dan Barra-Berger, a legally blind
comedian.
Dan, a stand-up comic who is
partially sighted, made the long list
of CBC’s Next Up competition series.
Now he just needs to become a regular
on the comedy club circuit.
Though humour is at the core of
everything he does, so is storytelling.
With the support of his partner,
Michelle, Dan is on a path to combining
those talents to make people laugh,
subvert their expectations and advocate
for a more accessible world.
He’s been doing stand-up on-andoff since late 2017 when he attended
the Second City Training Centre.

“It’s something I’d wanted to get into
for a very long time, but didn’t have the
drive, time, or opportunity. Comedy
has opened up a lot of doors for me,
leading to speaking lines on TV shows
(I’m on Apple TV’s SEE, for example),
commercial work, and now, Breaking
Character. And beyond that, who
knows?”
He admits making people laugh is a
bit self-serving.
“I mean I know they’re more at ease
when they’re laughing, and maybe
in that, they’re less focused on my
disability. And also, when I’m on stage
and talk about disability, I know some of
the crowd’s laughter comes from their
discomfort – which is good! They have
to consider why they’re laughing, and I
can use that opportunity to teach and,
hopefully, change their misconceptions
about blindness.”
After losing his vision in 2009, he
spent a few years in “recovery” and
went through a divorce in 2012. He
then went travelling.
“I backpacked solo across Europe,

Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto
insurance quote today.

Richard Gong, Agent

1920945CN

905-727-6333

Presents

“LAST NIGHT
OF THE PROMS”
Saturday,
May 28 - 8:00 PM

armed with just my white cane, and over
those eight months I relearned how to
do everything for myself. I also learned
how to tell my entire vision-loss story
in a succinct two-minute ‘Coles Notes’
version. I began to play with how I told
that story, and began to realize people
were attentive, they laughed when I
knew they’d laugh, they’d ask questions
and I’d have answers.
“So, I guess I’d say losing my vision
led me indirectly into doing comedy,
and having had what I’d call my
toughest gigs – explaining to a group
of inebriated backpackers about
something as heavy as my disability,
I doubt I’ll find many stages more
intimidating.
“That’s not to say it doesn’t scare me
every time, going on stage. But I believe
that nothing’s worth doing if it doesn’t
scare you, even just a little bit, since you
learn something about yourself every
time. If it’s easy or not scary, you’re
probably doing something wrong.”
Throughout Breaking Character,
Dan tries to defy expectations.
“I think that’s something all six of
us featured in it do. The truth of the
matter is we are not represented well
in any media form, and while that’s
changing, it’s a slow process.
“Sighted people have played blind
roles for decades, even though there
are talented blind actors at the ready.
The same goes for wheelchair users,
neurodivergent people, people in the
deaf community, and any number
of other disabilities and differences
– they’ve all been portrayed, often
incorrectly or as the butt of jokes, by
able-bodied people.”
What Breaking Character hopefully
shows is that they’re more than capable
of doing the work, and with the lived
experience, they give an authentic
representation of the role and not just
a script-writer’s idea of it.
“Also too, we try to show that our
disabilities shouldn’t be our raison
d’etre, that we be included in film and
television not because our disability
is a plot point. That’s a more realistic
portrayal of real life, and film, theatre,
TV, modelling, and comedy have a long
way to go to truly understand inclusion.
“Breaking Character does a great
job of showing that, yeah, we’re here,
ready and willing to work hard. We
know it’s an uphill battle, but we’re

getting there. And lucky for the casting
directors out there, I know at least six
people who can fill any role perfectly.”
In the past decade, less than three
percent of films featured a character
with a disability.
And, often, these rarest of roles have
been taken by neuro-typical and ablebodied actors.
But the industry is at a tipping point
as it feels the push for a more inclusive
representation.
Major broadcasters have committed
to auditioning actors with disabilities.
Advertisers are creating campaigns that
reflect disabilities in a relatable manner
while promoting their products. Those
leading the fight aren’t just the ones
in front of the camera but the people
representing them.
Breaking Character is a candid 10part documentary series capturing
the journey these mold-breaking
performers make as they navigate the
fast-paced and sometimes cutthroat
entertainment industry in Hollywood
North. Each episode delves into the
performers’ daily lives and takes us
behind the scenes as they go through
the audition process, hone their craft,
eagerly await news of whether they got
the gig, and adapt to the pressures of
life in the business.
“Representing
the
interests,
concerns and values of persons with
disabilities through accessible media,
reflection and portrayal is at the core
of AMI’s vision,” said John Melville,
Vice-President, Content Development
& Programming, AMI-audio/AMI-tv.
“We hope that Breaking Character
will further the conversation and lead
to true diversity on the stage and
screen.”
Other performers include Alexia
Vassos, Caeden Lawrence, Tai Young,
Catherine Joell McKinnon, Rachel
Romu.
Season One of Breaking Character
features
Integrated
Described
Video (IDV) making it accessible to
individuals who are blind or partially
sighted. Breaking Character was
filmed under strict local COVID-19
protocols.
Episodes can be streamed on
demand on AMI.ca and the AMI-tv
App for Apple and Android.
For more, visit www.ami.ca/
breaking-character/episodes.

at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora...79 Victoria St.

Sunday,
May 29 -7:30 PM

PRECONCERT
ARTIST
V I D E O TA L K
AT 7 P M !

at Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts.
10268 Yonge St.
Experience the majesty and elegance of a traditional
“Last Night of the Proms”
concert featuring the best of British music.
Works include Elgar’s Nimrod and
Pomp and Circumstance, Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance,
Coates’ London Every Day and Woods’ Fantasy
of British Sea Songs.
As well as the traditional audience sing-alongs
to Jerusalem and Rule Britannia.
2022 also marks the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee,
as we celebrate the anniversary of her coronation
with Walton’s Crown Imperial Coronation March.

G R E AT A R T I S T M U S I C S E R I E S S E R I E S

Crozman & Chiu

Cello & Piano

Featuring Cameron Crozman and Philip Chiu

Thursday, June 2, 2022

7:30 pm

Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, Aurora

Grab your flags and join the YSO in a celebration
of this grand British tradition, a jubilant,
musical party designed to bring us all together.
For Saturday concert call: York Symphony at
(647) 849-8403 www.yorksymphony.ca
For Sunday concert call:
Richmond Hill Centre at: (905) 787-8811
or ONLINE: www.rhcentre.ca

Live: $35 $27.30 (HST Incl.)
Livestreamed: $15 (HST Incl.)
Click AuroraCulturalCentre.ca
Call 905 713 1818
*22% off live in-person tickets. COVID-19 Safety Protocols in place.

AuroraCulturalCentre.ca
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Governor General honours local regiment at Fort York

Ontario Lieutenant-Governor Elizabeth Dowdeswell participates in the ceremony.

Governor General Mary Simon looks on.
Photo by Lori Hoyes

Photo by Stan Behal/Ministry of National Defence

The Queen’s York Rangers parade the Guidon.
Photo by Stan Behal/Ministry of National Defence

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR
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Aurora’s regiment, the Queen’s York
Rangers, was honoured by Governor
General Mary Simon with a new Guidon.
The Guidon, a regimental flag, is
a testament to the “spirit, history and
sacrifice” of a regiment.
The ceremony took place on Saturday,
May 14, at Toronto’s Fort York, a
landmark which, in addition to the Lt.
Gov. John Graves Simcoe Armoury on
Industrial Parkway South, serves as an
additional base for the Rangers (QYR).
The Queen’s representative in Canada
presented the Guidon to the regiment in
her capacity as Commander-in-Chief of
Canada, her husband, as Whit Fraser, and
Ontario Lieutenant-Governor Elizabeth
Dowdeswell looked on.
“Historically a consecrated flag carried
by a military unit as a rallying point in
battle, today the Guidon is a symbol
of spirit, history and sacrifice and a

unit’s most honoured possession,” said
the Department of National Defence.
“It records the heroic actions of the
Regiment’s soldiers and embodies the
ideals of duty, tradition and honour. The
Rangers’ new Guidon incorporates some
of the many battle honours awarded to
the Regiment, including five new honours:
Queenston, Niagara, Detroit, Defence of
Canada 1812-1815, and Afghanistan.
“The predecessor of the Queen’s
York Rangers (1st American Regiment)
(RCAC) was the Queen’s Rangers, a
Loyalist unit of the British army, who
were presented with their first colours
during the American Revolutionary
War. The commanding officer, John
Graves Simcoe, refused to surrender the
colours in Yorktown in 1781 and they
were smuggled to Great Britain. Nearly
two centuries later they were discovered
and returned to the Regiment and are
now displayed in the Officer’s Mess at
Fort York Armoury. They are the oldest
known colours in North America and
amongst the oldest in the world.”

WE BRING MORE “YES”
TO YOUR PROJECT
When it comes to tackling any project, having the
right tools can make a huge difference. With more
than 14,000 types of equipment available for rent,
Sunbelt Rentals is here to help you Make It Happen.
Easily reserve what you need online or by phone.
Curbside pick-up is available. Don’t know exactly
what you need? Let our team help.
800-667-9328 or sunbeltrentals.com
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COMMUNITY TREE
PLANTING DAY

PC candidate
criticized
for missing
debates
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

On Saturday, Neighbourhood Network hosted a series of events for their Spring Tree Planting Day. Each year, Neighbourhood Network coordinates a
Spring Tree Planting Day in each community they serve: Aurora, East Gwillimbury, Georgina, King Township, Newmarket, and Whitchurch-Stouffville.
Aurora’s tree planting took place in and around the Vines Place Stormwater Pond and Mayor Tom Mrakas went by to join in.

Newmarket-Aurora Liberal candidate
Dr. Sylvain Roy has criticized Progressive
Conservative candidate Dawn Gallagher
Murphy for missing a series of debates hosted
by the Aurora Chamber of Commerce and
Aurora Public Library last week.
“I entered this race and looked forward to
discussing the issues that matter to the people
of Ontario and particularly the voters of
Newmarket-Aurora,” said Roy in a statement
on Monday. “Part of that discussion involves
debating the other candidates in the race so
that voters can get a better understanding of
who we are, where we stand and how our policy
proposals stack up.
“I hope [Gallagher Murphy] will reconsider
her decision to pull out of the Newmarket
Chamber of Commerce debate. It is
unacceptable for her to take the voters of this
riding for granted when there is no shortage
of critical issues for which the people of
Newmarket-Aurora deserve answers.”
Ms. Gallagher Murphy’s campaign declined
to comment on the statement at this time but
reiterated she is focused on reaching as many
voters as possible.
“Dawn is doing everything she can to knock
on as many doors as possible and talk to as many
voters as possible,” said campaign manager
Ryan Puviraj.
The Newmarket Chamber of Commerce
will host their meeting of Newmarket-Aurora
candidates Thursday, May 19 at the NewRoads
Performing Arts Centre (505 Pickering
Crescent). A meet and greet with candidates will
take place from 6.30 – 7 p.m., with the debate
starting at 7 p.m.
No registration is required for the in-person
event and the debate can also be watched over
Zoom. For more information on how to view,
visit newmarketchamber.ca.

Photos by Mayor Tom Mrakas

50’ Estate Homes from $3M
Nestled on a private cul-de-sac surrounded by wooded grounds,
a rare and remarkably well-crafted collection of just 12 prestigious
heritage-inspired estate-style homes awaits. Infused with the
luxury and grace Kleinburg is renown for, these homes offer a
reﬁned modern retreat just minutes from the urban delights of
this graciously preserved and culturally vibrant heritage village.

Find Your Gem in Kleinburg
Illustration is an artist’s concept only. Prices are subject to change without notice. E.&O.E.

Reserve Now

StateViewHomes.com

Hike for Hope & Hill
raises more than $70,000
for local hospice care
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Families, friends and volunteers who
have experienced hospice care firsthand
braved last Sunday’s wet weather and
laced up for Hike for Hope & Hill –
a joint fundraiser for Aurora’s Hope
House and Richmond Hill’s Hill House
Hospices.
Hosted in person on Sunday, May
1 and continuing virtually through
May 31, participants have helped the
organizations raise more than 70 per
cent of their $100,000 fundraising goal.
Hill House Hospice provides endof-life residential care and support.
Hope House, on the other hand,
is a community hospice, providing
numerous programs to help individuals
and families get through the end-of-life
process and the grief that is left behind.
The May 1 hike was the first time
many volunteers who have been working
tirelessly, albeit remotely, since the start
of the global pandemic to provide
seamless care to the community had
come face to face, and, for organizers,
the excitement was overwhelming.
“It was absolutely amazing,” says
Hill House Executive Director Michelle
Hambly. “It was so great to see how
engaged the volunteers were, how
excited they were, and how many came
out in support. Not the greatest weather,
so we appreciate everyone coming out,
but it was such a great day.”
These sentiments are shared by
Hope House Executive Director Heidi
Bonner, who adds: “The clients that
have benefited from our support were
so willing and excited to give back to
the organization and the Hope House
clients who attended. They have not
seen each other in person as we have
been doing virtual programs. For those
that attended, and I am thinking of
our Bereavement Group in particular,
a group of them attended and to see
each other in person for the first time
was so exciting for them – and to help
our hospices with raising funds for the
programs and services was, I think,
really exciting for them.”
Events like these give both hospices
the chance to welcome new people
and provide education on what each
organization does.
When all the chips are counted at
the end of this month, Hill House
will use their share of the funds to
support general operations and therapy
programs for residents, including

We are going to help
support these groups
as well as on the
wellness side of things
where we’re always
reaching out and
offering wellness
programs to our
community
music therapy, aroma therapy, massage
therapy and more. Hope House, on
the other hand, will support existing
programs, including their Bereavement
groups which Ms. Bonner says have
grown considerably over the last two
years.
“We are going to help support these
groups as well as on the wellness side
of things where we’re always reaching
out and offering wellness programs
to our community,” says Ms. Bonner.
“The funds will directly support our
community members.”
But the event isn’t over yet.
Throughout the balance of May, both
Hospices are encouraging their clients
and their families, those who have
suffered the loss of a loved one, and
members of the community at large
to participate simply by getting outside
and being active in nature, whether it is
stretching and yoga, participating in a
wellness group, or, as the name of the
fundraiser suggests, taking a hike.
“It is just being active and focusing
on self-care,” says Ms. Hambly. “We
have an abundance of appreciation
and support to the community not only
for their support during the day, but aso
their ongoing support which has enabled
us to stay open always, even during the
last two years of the pandemic, to keep
hospice programs rolling as well as our
residential hospice.”
Adds Ms. Bonner, “The Hike is on
until May 31 and we’re encouraging
the community to support us in any way
they can.”
To keep that momentum going and
to take part, visit hikeforhopeandhill.
com.
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Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill Votes 2022

Progressive Conservative candidate Michael Parsa seeks second term as MPP
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The novelty of working in such
a storied landmark as the Ontario
Legislature hasn’t worn off for
Progressive Conservative candidate
Michael Parsa.
Walking through these corridors is
just as exciting now as it was when he
was first elected as Aurora-Oak RidgesRichmond Hill’s MP in 2019, and he
is hoping voters place their confidence
in him for a second term in the June 2
election.
Should he be returned to Queen’s
Park, Mr. Parsa says he will continue to
fight for small businesses and tackle the
issue of affordability for all residents.
“The last two years have been
very difficult for the people,” he says.
“Students, seniors, there is just so much,
but I am an optimist and I really do feel
the worst is behind us now and it’s about
rebuilding again and making sure we’re
better than we were even before the

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill Progressive Conservative candidate Michael Parsa is pictured with family and friends at his formal campaign launch last
Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
month. 											

pandemic.”
During his rookie campaign in the
last Provincial election, fighting for small
business was a top priority for Mr. Parsa,
who came to the table with a small

War mth when you need it!
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www.tholiver.com
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BEST
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

business background of his own. This
remains a top priority for his second turn
at bat.
“We all know the importance of small
business in our community as a whole,
but it’s the influence they have on the
local communities that matter,” says
Mr. Parsa. “They are the light in local
communities. I am going to be a strong
advocate for small businesses, especially
after what they went through the last
couple of years. They were asked to do so
much to help us fight the virus and they
did. We were able to do what we were
able to do because of the support of the
people and, for the most part, because
of our businesses and small businesses in
the righting.
“I also want to make sure life is more
affordable for people when we go back.
Take a look at the prices of items, from

gas prices to groceries – that is huge. We
have to make sure we do everything we
can to lower the cost of living for people;
that means making sure gas prices are
low for people [and] continuing to
make sure that life all around is more
affordable.”
Several bills have been passed in
the legislature, he says, to lower gas
prices, a move he contends “will help
everybody” as lower fuel costs will, in
turn, lower the price on groceries and
many other areas.
“Housing is so important,” he
continues. “I have heard it time and
time again that because of inaction
from before we just never had enough
housing. We don’t have supply to meet
the demand and that is really Business
101. You have to know when you have
demand for a particular product, and
this product being a home is essential…
all types of homes. For the first time last
year we had over 100,000 housing starts
in Ontario and that is the highest since
the early 1990s. The housing rental
units is the highest since the 1980s in
Ontario again. That is what you can
do to make sure life becomes more
affordable for people.”
Another high priority is making sure
support is there for seniors.
“Our generation has a lot to be
thankful for what we were left before
and it was our seniors who left it, so
we can’t let them down now,” he says.
“When I looked at the waiting list for
those looking to get into long-term care
[it was] unacceptable. They’ve got to
make sure that…in their golden years
they live in dignity, they’re happy, they’re
comfortable, and that means us doing
our part to make sure the facilities they
need and depend on is there for them.
“We’re making long-term care a
priority, we’re making sure that seniors
have the right homes when we need
them.”
Another priority for all sectors is
ensuring all parts of the riding – and
indeed all parts of Ontario – have
access to high-speed internet.
“It is mind-boggling to think that
there are still areas in our riding that did
not have access to high-speed internet
and that is unacceptable in 2022 for
people to not have access and still rely
on dial-up and other very costly options,
which is why we have $4 billion invested
in high speed…to ensure that every
corner of this province is connected to
high-speed internet by 2025.
“I will continue advocating for small
businesses. I want to make sure we have
long-term care beds here. Some are
going to be built here finally in Aurora
but we need more. We have to make
sure we have that infrastructure in
place. The health, safety and wellbeing
of the people is first and foremost. With
the help of so many in our healthcare
profession, the sacrifices they made, we
were able to fight the virus and now
we’re one of the best jurisdictions when
it comes to vaccination rates, when it
comes to the number of cases, [and]
we now have the capacity to fight future
waves if there are any and we need to
be able to do that.
“The first four years were a great
honour and I am really excited if I have
the opportunity to back and continue
working for the people.”
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Climate change puts candidates in hot seat
at first meeting
of our constituents are suffering with
escalating inflation, high energy costs
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
– it doesn’t help that on top of rising gas
prices there is 11 cents per lite carbon
Climate change is a hot-button tax which seems to do very little. We
issue for many voters and each need to support those businesses that
party looking to form Ontario’s next are putting forth creative ideas to help
government was put in the hot seat the environment as well as finding
for answers last week at Aurora’s first ways to make Canada and specifically
Ontario more energy independent
all-candidates meeting.
Hosted online by the Aurora which will, in turn, create jobs as well
Chamber
of
Commerce
and as take care of the environment so
moderated by Chamber President that we’re not ignoring one without
& CEO Sandra Ferri on May 11, taking care of the other.”
participants included Aurora-Oak
MARJAN KASIRLOU
Ridges-Richmond Hill candidates
(LIBERAL)
Catherine
Dellerba
(Ontario
Party), Marjan Kasirlou (Liberal)
“We will cut carbon emissions by
and Michael Parsa (Progressive
Conservative),
and
Newmarket- half by 2030 and…will actually bring
Aurora candidates Denis Heng (NDP) back the electric vehicle rebate, which
Carolina Rodriguez (Green) and, Dr. had been cut by the Ford government.
We will give a $9,500 rebate for
Sylvain Roy (Liberal).
“Much has been written about the the electric vehicles so people can
climate emergency facing the world,” easily afford the non-luxury electric
said Ms. Ferri. “What are your party’s vehicles. We will also bring 60 per
priorities when it comes to climate cent… of new passenger vehicles sold
change and the reduction of carbon by 2030 be zero emission and 100
emissions, and how will your party per cent by 2035. We also will create
support businesses that want to make an amazing North America battery
changes to their operations to mitigate alliance which will create a lot of jobs
and we will be leading in the battery
the associated costs?”
The candidates, grouped by riding, [production] for electric vehicles in
North America and will be exporting
responded as follows:
so much overseas as well.”
AURORA-OAK RIDGESNEWMARKET-AURORA
RICHMOND HILL
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

protecting the environment. Here in
the Region, the idea of protecting
greenbelt and so much more in terms
of even protecting the Oak Ridges
Moraine, for example, because that
has a critical role in our water supply
and so on. I am really proud of our
party platform. We’re going to be
focusing on so much more than the
idea of climate change. Planting trees,
for example, taking over 400,000
cars off the roads because of the
public transit announcement… the
investment we will be making, the
idea of creating up to 25,000 green
jobs, for example…these are things
I am really proud about and we do
need to do more for the environment
and climate change.”
CAROLINA RODRIGUEZ
(GREEN PARTY)

“Buildings produce about 24 per
cent of our climate pollution in
Ontario and energy production is the
largest producer of climate pollution.
The Green Party aims to tackle those as
a priority. We will be transitioning out
of (gas) power plants and depending
more on renewables, increasing our
dependence on renewables is of the
upmost importance to us. As for
buildings which relate to businesses
specifically, we will tackle that issue
through retrofitting existing buildings
to ensure they are independent from
gas usage and only on electric usage,
DR. SYLVAIN ROY
which would significantly decrease the
MICHAEL PARSA
(LIBERAL)
cost of operation and we would also
(PROGRESSIVE
ensure that new buildings are built
CONSERVATIVE)
“Growing up in Northern Ontario… low carbon from the get-go. Businesses
“This is something we talked about it seemed to me [forest fires] were will ultimately save money, families
early on and I remember discussing increasing in intensity and duration, will save money, and these would be
this in the last election, I said there the fears associated with evacuating funded through a form of grants, no
is so much we can do – every single entire communities and that is only interest loans, and tax credits as well.
one of us have a responsibility as becoming more rampant today. We The most important thing is to phase
individuals, families and businesses, have to become way more aggressive out fossil fuels. This will significantly
government – every single one of us when it comes to climate change and decrease the cost at the pump, it would
has a responsibility to do our part.
One of the things we can do is…
stimulate the economy, invest in our
businesses, create good-paying jobs
and protecting the environment.
Look at the investments in Dofasco
just lately. It was a $500 million
investment that is going to create
not only well-paying jobs, but it is
going to help the environment. By
the time this operation is up…they
will be moving from coal furnaces
into electric options where this move
alone is equivalent to removing 1
million cars off our roads. These are
the types of investment we should be
making to protect the environment
but we also create those goodpaying jobs in Ontario. It shouldn’t
be one or the other as it was in the
past and that is something that our
government is looking at. If you look
at the investments being made now in
the auto sector, we are going to be the
leaders of green cars, making electric
cars here in Ontario.”
CATHERINE DELLERBA
(ONTARIO PARTY)
“As we know, climate control,
emission and the environment is,
of course, another hot topic and
something that is on the minds of
many Ontarians. With regards to
environmental issues, we need to put
our focus on actions that actually
work to ensure we both have cleaner
air, healthier soil and fresh water
available for all, which is currently
not the case. One example of this
could be stopping the billions of litres
of raw, untreated sewage that is being
pumped into our rivers and lakes.
How would we do this? The Ontario
Party would provide funding to
municipalities to help them deal with
storm surges, for example, extending
the availability of fresh water to all. In
addition, we need plans that are not
just about taxation without results;
we need to stop random taxes that
just are imposed on Ontarians that
are already at a time when so many
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decrease the cost of the general living,
and we would also be depending
on a lot of increased cycling roads,
increased transit, and low-cost transit.
We would depend a lot more on a new
form of living within our community
but the important thing is we need to
start fresh now.”
DENIS HENG
(NDP)
“I think the biggest thing with
climate change and emission outputs
is the idea Ontario must do its part to
dramatically reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and … this is something we
have ignored in the past. We haven’t
been making the progress that we need
to make to reach the future we want
to for our generation, for our next
generations. We need to look at the
actions of previous governments and
say, ‘Is this going to get us to where
we need to go or do we need to do
more?’ I believe the government has
a proactive role to play in making the
environmental choice the easy choice.
I think this is something that is correct.
I agree with Michael [Parsa that this]
idea this should not come at the cost of
jobs or an affordable life for everyday
Ontarians. The idea here is we need
to start making the environmental
choice the easy choice, which means
from a provincial point of view we
need to have the political action to
move on changing building codes,
to making sure these codes are able
to build businesses, the housing, the
affordable housing we believe should
be investing in getting us to a net zero
emission. There are a lot of things
we would invest in that other parties
have suggested here that we totally
agree with. I think the big thing right
now is with regards to what previous
governments have done [are] half
measures, so we would move further.”
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Give Back Award winners put “boots on the ground”

Students honoured by Neighbourhood Network manager Erin Cerenzia with 2022 Give Back Awards included Katelin Martin (left) and Keesha Rajkumar.
Auroran photos by Brock Weir

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Finding volunteer opportunities
during the global pandemic when
so many organizations shifted to the
virtual realm was a difficult task, but

the 20 York Region students recently
honoured by Magna’s Neighbourhood
Network with 2022 Give Back Awards
“put boots on the ground” to keep the
momentum going.
From serving on student Councils
to planting trees, the students – who
were honoured for their community
contributions rather than their
academic achievements – made
it happen and, this spring, it paid
dividends as Neighbourhood Network’s
resulting bursaries will support their
post-secondary endeavours.
“I think it is a testament to these
amazing Give Back Award winners
that they found a way no matter
what the circumstances,” says
Neighbourhood Network manager
Erin Cerenzia. “There were a lot of
boots on the ground responding to
situations, fundraisers for increased
need around the Christmas time
because of situations caused by the
pandemic…we really haven’t had that
kind of immediate response and seeing
it in action.”
Over the past two weeks, The
Auroran has shone a light on eight of
2022’s recipients.
The series continues this week.

Katelin Martin
King City Secondary School
“As a dedicated student and avid
volunteer, Katelin works with others to
create the positive change she wants to see
in her community. Katelin volunteered
as the President of her school’s
Music Council, where she organized
fundraisers to provide instruments to
schools in need. She was also a member
of the Empowering Student Partnerships
Team, which executed school-wide
campaigns such as Colour to Conquer
Cancer, Socks4Souls, and the Stomp Out
the Stigma Mental Health campaign to
raise funds and awareness for important
issues and local charities like Belinda’s
Place and Yellow Brick House. Outside
of volunteering, Katelin enjoys reading,
learning American Sign Language,
and trying out new coffee recipes from
Pinterest. In the future, Katelin hopes to
work in healthcare where she can create
an inclusive medical environment and
provide excellent and compassionate
patient care to her neighbours in need.”
Keesha Rajkumar
Sutton District High School
“Keesha is an Honour Roll student
who has been recognized for her
Continued on page 17
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to make difference in community

Students honoured by Neighbourhood Network manager Erin Cerenzia with 2022 Give Back Awards included Caitlin Barton (left) and Mira Kindo-Yeung.
Auroran photos by Brock Wei

From page 16

academic achievements with multiple
awards, including the Art, Citizenship
and Perseverance Award, Good Citizen
Award, Proficiency Award, and the
Tamil Award. In her free time, she loves
to travel, which has shaped Keesha
into the person she is today by allowing
her to see the world from a different
perspective. Keesha brings this attitude
to her community involvement work.
She volunteers with children at the
Georgina Public Library’s Lego Club and
Robotics Club. She has also volunteered
during Fan Fest, International Women’s
Day, Movie Night, and Multicultural
Storytime events. Keesha will attend
Ryerson University in the fall, where she
will study Child and Youth Care with
the dream of becoming an elementary
school teacher.”
Caitlin Barton
Sir William Mulock
Secondary School
“Caitlin is a hardworking, respectful,
and caring individual who loves spending
time with family and friends. Caitlin has
spent hundreds of hours volunteering
at Doane House Hospice and Margaret
Bahen Hospice. She is also Treasurer of
her high school’s Student Council and

has been very involved with events such
as Relay for Life, semi-formals, municipal
campaigns, and sporting events. During
the pandemic, Caitlin created an online
program for hospice clients called ‘Sit
and Dance,’ where she motivated people
to get moving. Her involvement and
commitment to volunteering has had a
large impact on others in the community.
She is passionate about dance, reading,
and volunteering, and looks forward to
her future, where she plans on studying
Science and Zoology.”
Mira Kindo-Yeung
Newmarket High School
“In her own words, Mira is ‘obsessed’
with two things: getting good grades and
working in a Health Science-related field.
She has been on the Principal’s Honour
Roll throughout high school, proving
how seriously she takes her studies. Mira’s
grades are important, as she aspires
to work with children, hopefully as a
pediatric surgeon. Her volunteer work
includes making lunches for elementary
school children, providing event support
for the King Soup Festival, teaching
children to play musical instruments
and learn technology, and she has spent
many summers as a camp counsellor.
Mira has also volunteered with seniors

through CHATS, the Alzheimer’s
Society of York Region, and, during
the winter months, she shovels snow
for her senior neighbours. When Mira’s

not busy holding down a part-time job,
playing in a band, getting good grades at
school, or volunteering, you can find her
rock climbing.”
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York United advance in Canadian Championship,
fall to Valour
By Robert Belardi

Cédric Toussaint stepped up to the
spot and placed the ball past former
York United goalkeeper Nathan
Ingham to send The Nine Stripes
through to the quarter finals of the
Canadian Championship.
In an enthralling penalty shoot-out
between York United and Atlético
Ottawa, it took eight rounds of
penalty kicks as York won the game
1-1 (6-7).
On the road in Ottawa last
Tuesday, Diyaeddine Abzi smashed
York United ahead in the 31-minute.
A nice ball through from Lowell
Wright found a streaking Abzi on the
left-hand side of the pitch and the
midfielder smashed the ball into the
top-right corner for the lead.

United could have doubled their
advantage if it wasn’t for Drew
Beckie blocking Dominick Zator’s
shot off the line in the 41-minute.
Into the second half, Ottawa finally
got on the board.
Substitute Carl Haworth whipped
the ball into the box and found a
lurking Malcolm Shaw who headed
home the equalizer. At the final
whistle, the match went straight into
spot-kicks.
Deep into penalties, Ben McKendry
stepped up for Ottawa and skyrocketed the ball well over the bar.
That paved the way for Toussaint to
put away the match.
“It was a game of two-halves to be
honest. I thought we were the better
team in the first half and obviously
the chances again I thought we should

have had one more. In the second
half I thought they were the better
team. I thought we tired,” said York
United head coach Martin Nash.
“I know both teams played in short
proximity. It looked like they tried to
rest some of their better attacking
players to finish strong and they did,
to be fair. It was a great cross by Carl
and a great header at the back post.
It…probably deserved to be a draw
at the end of the day. Penalties, you
throw up in the air a little bit and see
what happens.”
With two matches in the same
week, York United returned from

Sport Aurora has a new
Director for Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion
By Robert Belardi

funding can come from, to provide
programming to groups that don’t
have access or cannot afford them.
Specifically, Nembhard is planning
to help underserved groups such as
BIPOC, women and girls, people
with disabilities, newcomers to
Ontario, people with low incomes,
2SLGBTQIA+ Community and
Indigenous people.
In his aim to develop programming
for all of these groups, Nembhard
said he would like to develop
sufficient programming for these
groups that will be here for the long
run.
With his connections in Ontario
Basketball, across the province, and
with Mayor Mrakas, Nembhard is
excited to get started.
First up, he is currently searching
for partners in the community who
can be his volunteers.
“Let’s say I have a program for
girls. And I want to get girls in the
gym playing basketball, for example.
Could be low-income girls from
different ethnic groups, kids that
can’t afford IEM or can’t afford
YNBA. I will have to find volunteers
in the community to help with that,”
Nembhard explained.
“So maybe I go to IEM or go to
YNBA and say, ‘I need volunteers
from your organization to help me
coach these kids.’ That’s how this
would work.”

Sport Aurora will turn their
heads to Auroran resident Claude
Nembhard as the Director of
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.
Nembhard, who is currently
the Interim Director for Ontario
Basketball, is also the chair of the
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)
committee for the organization as
well.
As the new director, Nembhard is
ready to give back to Aurora and he
isn’t here to merely check a box.
“I want to give back to Aurora.
It’s kind of my drug. I’m trying to do
it with basketball. The opportunity
presented itself. From Ron (Weese)
and Laurie (Mueller) and I said
I would help get this going,”
Nembhard told The Auroran.
“I’m not just doing this to check
a box. The last thing I want to do is
put my name here, check a box and
then all of a sudden people realize
we’re not really that diversified in
this community. What we’re doing
right now, and [are] in the process
of doing is an audit of Sport Aurora
and where they’re at right now with
regards to DEI, do maybe some
surveys of the community with
regards to demographics and figure
out where the gaps are. Then you
put some policies and procedures in
place for Sport Aurora.”
Once that is all done, Nembhard
For Nembhard’s services, or to reach out to
confirmed that will be the moment him with any questions, you may contact him
where he can examine where the at cnembhard@basketball.on.ca.
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Ottawa and hopped on a plane to
Winnipeg to take on Valour FC on
the road.
In a tight 0-0 match, Montreal
native and Valour FC forward Sean
Rea ripped a bullet of a shot past
Niko Giantsopoulos from outside
the area to give the opposition the
victory.
This Friday, York United will travel
to Greater Victoria, British Columbia
to take on last year’s champion’s
Pacific FC.
The club will take on Pacific FC
again next Tuesday in the Canadian
Championship.
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Aurora Tigers Make CJHL History, hire first female GM
By Robert Belardi

There’s always something that comes
with setting a new standard.
It’s replete with joy and with the sense
of purpose. To know you’re making a
concrete difference in your field and paving
the way for others is what anyone in any
profession sets out to do.
When Team Governor of the Ontario
Junior Hockey League club Aurora Tigers
Jim Thomson was looking out for a new
General Manager of his team, he was
interested in finding a woman.
“It was a conversation about a year
Aurora Tigers unveiled Serpa Automotive Boutique as the club’s new sponsor for this upcoming season and announced Connor Van Weelie as the club’s
ago between Jim and myself and we were The
new captain at Aurora Town Hall. 									
Auroran photo by Robert Belardi
talking about looking at other options for
the position. He said we’re going to look at woman working with Paramount Sports playing. But that didn’t stop her from have that level of competitiveness. You’re
getting involved. She knew she couldn’t live dealing with trades, you have deadlines,
females, and I said absolutely,” said OJHL Management.
A 24-year-old named Sierra Costa was without the game, so she got involved in the you’re dealing with financials,” Costa
commissioner Marty Savoy.
completing
her co-op while studying Sports managerial side of things.
explained.
In his search, he came across a young
Management at Humber College. What
Last Friday, at Aurora Town Hall, Costa
“It would be great to see, maybe next
caught Thomson’s eye was her attention was unveiled to the public as the first female season or even seasons down the line to see
to detail and her affinity for taking over the general manager in CJHL history, and the another female – not necessarily GM – but
set-up and operations of her events.
hope is, this will show girls out there that coaching staff. I think women bring just as
That’s when it clicked. It was her. She this is something they can do one day.
much knowledge to the sport as men do.”
was going to make history. And when she
“I hope it will show little girls out there
Costa will be predominantly dealing
found out she had been named the next that this isn’t just a men’s game. It doesn’t with majority of the business side of the
General Manager of the Aurora Tigers, matter if it is the male side of the sport or team. She hopes she will be able to involve
Costa couldn’t believe it.
the female side of the sport, it’s hockey,” the Aurora Minor Tigers and even the
“When I found out Jim had offered said Savoy, who has coached female hockey Central York Panthers as part of her
me the position, I was floored. I couldn’t for over 12 years.
plans moving forward with the team. She
believe that this was the opportunity that
In recent shifts in the spectrum of women has many aspirations and she can’t wait
I was getting. I hadn’t even finished school in sport, there have been ground-breaking to get started with helping out with plans.
yet when this opportunity was given to me. moments in the professional game to have
“We’re all equal. If a female can do
So, it was great being able to work towards women involved, not just in hockey, but the job, she deserves the job,” Thomson
that and having my dreams become a everywhere.
said. “That’s what my wife and I looked
reality,” Costa said.
But between the grassroots level and at. We got a person that is going to help
“The goal has always been to work in the professional game, there is a large area in so many areas, make our life easier
hockey…but there was just an abundance to bridge between the two gaps. How and make our organization better. This
of emotions. At first, I didn’t think it was can women get to the professional game is a great day for women in sports and I
real.”
if there is no opportunity past grassroots couldn’t be prouder to have Marty here
Costa, who was a late bloomer to the levels? That’s where this opportunity poses and the Mayor here to be part of this and
sport, gained an interest in the game after as a more than suitable outlet into achieving announce this.”
watching hockey with her uncle. Motivated that. And, for Costa, she hopes this will be
Simultaneously as Costa was
by fun times with her family watching the the start of something incredible.
announced to all of Canada, the Aurora
sport, she joined the team at St. Joseph’s
“Everyone wants to take the elevator up Tigers also announced Serpa Automotive
College in Toronto to play competitively in and get to the penthouse, the penthouse Boutique as the team’s new sponsor for this
high school.
being into the NHL. But you have to start upcoming season and Connor Van Weelie
Tel: 905-727-6401 8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Unfortunately, due to too many somewhere. I think this is the greatest as the team’s new captain heading into the
www.nyhp.on.ca
Aurora, Ontario
concussions she had to step away from opportunity to start somewhere. You still 2022-2023 campaign.
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SATURDAY AT THE MARKET
Aurora residents continue to flock to
the Aurora Farmers’ Market in its 20th
anniversary season – and this past
Saturday was no exception. (Clockwise
from left) Artisan Natalie of Natnat
Made had a colourful array of fabric
items for sale. Sierra, Dante and Emilia
made a morning of it. Councillor John
Gallo checked in with photographer Jim
Jackson. Robin and Diane of the Optimist
Club of Aurora offered books for a
donation. The Market is open at Town
Park each Saturday through October
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Auroran photos by Brock Weir

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted
legal advice since 1983
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Last month, Council
through our partnership
approved
a
Sport
with
the
Aurora
Tourism Strategy 2022Chamber of Commerce,
2026.
we will be developing a
This
strategy,
Sport Visitor Experience
developed
in
Package to be added
consultation with key
to the Explore Aurora
stakeholders, provides a
website. This platform
collaborative approach
will be a one-stop shop
to making Aurora a
for sporting participants
Mayor
destination for sport
visiting the Town and
Tom
Mrakas
participants and their
will aid them in planning
families and enhancing
activities, places to stay
the experience for those visitors.
and local businesses where they can shop
Celebrating
hometown
athletes, or eat, well in advance of arriving in our
bringing new events to Aurora to contribute Town. A temporary page will be set up
to economic growth and promoting active in 2022 with the full launch of the Sport
lifestyles in the community will result in Visitor Experience Package in 2023.
positive cultural and social outcomes and
We all know Aurora has an incredible,
contribute to this strategy’s success.
active sports community and I am very
The benefits of sports tourism to our proud to see the progress being made with
community and our kids are invaluable. Aurora’s Sport Tourism Strategy.
It will positively impact community
I look forward to seeing this strategy
partnerships, support businesses, attract in action in our community and to the
future visitors and celebrate the health and positive opportunities for our local sporting
well-being of our entire community, while organizations, athletes and businesses.
ensuring sport and recreation is a shortAs always, if you have any questions
and long-term priority and an important or concerns, please contact me by email
aspect of our Town’s thriving economic at tmrakas@aurora.ca or by phone 905growth.
726-4746.
As part of this Sport Tourism Strategy,
I am here for you.

Getting
Things Done

FRONT PORCH PERSPECTIVE
From page 5

proximity to one another meaning that they
would have to face off against one another,
as well as other challengers, for a ward seat.
The primary reason for going to a ward
system was that Aurora’s population is
growing and people felt that their concerns
could be better addressed better by having a
directly elected public representative.
Besides reviewing the credential of each
of the respective candidates, I will also be
checking if the candidate actually lives in the
ward. I don’t think a candidate needs to live
in the ward to represent that community,
but I think it helps, and if they don’t live in
the ward, I believe that they should live very
nearby.
I would also be giving this item a greater
weighting in considering a candidate. If
all other things – such as work experience,
volunteerism, stance on the issues – were
considered equal, I would cast my vote for
the person who lives in the ward. (I would
be interested to hear from any readers with
a different perspective on this)
Besides the implementation of a ward
system, I also firmly believe that term limits
should be adopted.
Napoleon is alleged to have one said that
the battlefields are littered with the bodies
of irreplaceable soldiers. He could just have
easily been speaking about modern day

B

politics.
A Councillor should be limiting to
serving two terms.
Mayors should also be limited to two
terms.
If an individual becomes Mayor after
already having served two four-year terms
as a Councillor, then he or she would have
served sixteen years by the time they are
through. This should be more than enough
time to implement or achieve any legislative
agenda that they initially brought to the
table.
The above is not meant to disparage the
current mayor, his fellow Councillors, or
any of their predecessors, in any way. As I
have written on many occasions, I respect
those who offer themselves up - irrespective
of political affiliation - for public life.
But I just don’t believe the community
is served well when the Town Chamber is
comprised of individuals that have served
for extended periods.
It is well-known that incumbents enjoy a
significant advantage in name recognition.
There are lot of good men and women in
our society who can serve, but the barriers
to entry can be quite high, especially against
incumbents who have been in office for a
while.
Stephen can be contacted at
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

PS
Plumbing Service
EST. 1972

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

905-727-3210

www.bobsplumbing.ca

AURORA TRANSIT

AUTO GLASS
YONGE ST.

ED
W
AR

D

ST
.

WELLINGTON ST

INDUSTRIAL PKWY

Need Windshield
Chip Repair or Replacement?

BLOOMINGTON RD.

Visit:

www.auroratransitautoglass.com
11 Allaura Blvd #10 Aurora On L4G 3N2

905-713-6420 1-888-728-4778
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LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

LARGE

2
1
PIZZA
$

99

Order Online at

WITH

4 TOPPINGS

ca
www.Papajohns.

14800 Yonge St, Aurora

(905) 758-0606

CROSSWORD
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Senior Scape

I have noticed over the years that I
had this mission of filling every wall
with pictures and paintings, lovely
as can be. However, these days the
less stuff around me feels a whole lot
better. There is an elegance to my bare
fireplace that feels new and inviting.
I have come to the point where less
is more and that allows me to enjoy
one object at a time.
If you are not able to move your
furniture, then maybe invite a few
of your friends and together you will
create a new home for yourself. Many
years ago, my former principal came
to my home and looked around and
said, “Christina, you have a lot of
tchotchkes” in Hebrew. Which meant
I had a lot of stuff filling shelves and

walls, that truth
and our lives have
be told I didn’t
been filled with so
need, they were
much that we might
Christina Doyle
true dust collectors.
consider how to
Since
we
cannot
change
reality,
She was right and
tolerate more empty
as time passed, I
spaces.
let us change the eyes
removed many of
Of course, The
which see reality.
my tchotchkes that
Shopping Channel
I did not miss.
would
totally
– Nikos Kazantzakis
I am not saying
disagree with me
go and take everything off the wall which would not surprise me at all.
and countertops but take one object However, simplicity is the key to a
at a time and allow that to sit in your peaceful and less stressful life. It’s
heart. You may find that you are alright if your closet doesn’t have
enjoying the fullness of nothing!
the exuberant number of shoes, the
I know it may sound difficult for cardigans of various colors for every
some of us to accept that emptiness day of the week, the same pants that
– in life or in a living room – can come in a variety of styles. You may
have a positive influence. Our minds find out that through decluttering
your living space may allow you to see
life’s landscape in a different light.
As a retired teacher who still teaches
How do
want
a little, I became a professional
to be
hoarder. Every storybook published
and reading, science and math
Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell.
program had a comfortable place in
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this
my basement.
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fitting
My mortgage could have been paid
reflection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional
a long time ago. Rubber maid and I
and financial stress from your family, and guarantee
became best friends and the moment
today’s costs with affordable monthly payment options.
I decided it was time to let go of my
stuff was the most refreshing thing I
530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora
HOMPSO
Funeral Home
905-727-5421
ever did.
www.thompsonfh-aurora.com
Even to this day, I like to gaze at

You
Remembered?

T

N

my empty basement, which I see now
has walls! If something that you have
is dear to your heart that evokes such
a precious memory, then please dear
one, leave it be. It is important for you
to have this in your home to gaze and
reflect the beautiful memories that it
carries.
So, before we pick up a hammer or
a paintbrush we need to daydream.
Walk through the different rooms
where you eat, sleep, and live. Bless
the walls, the windows and each room,
giving thanks and begin to bring order
to your living place.
With this beautiful weather upon
us, you may discover a garage sale and
bring home something that delights
you and display it on that empty
wall. I know you may think I am
contradicting myself, but everyone’s
home is their own and we must love
living where we are. Our real-life
budgets may delay the process, so we
proceed slowly one little tchotchke at
a time.
This week, consider that with a
little bit of courage and creativity
you can find the breathing space you
crave. You may be thinking your only
clearing your clutter from your closet
to find that your soul will thank you
for it.
Peace to all my readers.

Aurora’s
At Your Service

OPEN

DIRECTORY

FOR
BUSINESS

Who does what in our community
CREMATION

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

10% OFF

IRECTORY
D
TREE

SUNSET BEECH

goods and services
if you bring in this ad

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

PROPANE

ELECTRICAL

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers
Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Established 2001
Cell: 416-456-5336 | dagwtw5@gmail.com

CARE

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

Pruning • Removals
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE • DELIVERY

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

FLOORING

SKYLIGHTS
WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!
• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

& Renovating

Fencing
Decking
Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb

2.19/ft
Wholesale price

1.844.732.7575
1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6,

1.844.732.7575

8575 Keele St. #5-6,
Concord,
ON
3P4
Concord,
ONSt.L4K
L4K
3P4
8575 Keele
#5-6,
info@pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com
Concord, ON L4K 3P4
www.pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575

www.pearlknstructions.com
8575
Keele St. #5-6, Concord,
ON L4K 3P4
Re-sanding
UU Sales
U
Re-sanding UU Refinishing
Refinishing
Sales
U Installation
Installation UU Service
Service
INFO PEARLKNSTRUCTIONSCOM s WWWPEARLKNSTRUCTIONSCOM

Re-sanding U Refinishing
U Sales
U Installation
U Service
2E SANDING
s 2ElNISHING
s 3ALES s )NSTALLATION
s 3ERVICE

www.pearlknstructions.com
E>OATLLA
gg ON
I>JFK>QB
gg PQ>FOP
DO>KFQB
E>OATLLA
I>JFK>QB ggg @>OMBQ
@>OMBQ
PQ>FOP gggDO>KFQB
DO>KFQB
1153 Canal Rd, Bradford
E>OATLLA
g I>JFK>QB
@>OMBQ g PQ>FOP
MLO@BI>FK
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Call Joe at any time

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF

CHLORINE?
OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

(647) 668 4949

zlr.ca

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

INC.

WATER

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!

FREE ESTIMATES
PAINTING/CONTRACTING

905-727-3300 ext. 102

416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

www.brightskylights.ca

Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

This could be your spot!

866-952-0146

CARLING PROPANE INC.

Zonta
Landscaping

Quality Trim
& Flooring

(647) 907-7470

PEST CONTROL

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845
www.waterdepot.com

NOT EVERYONE

needs your services all the time,
but if you want to be there when they do
...advertise in Aurora’s
At Your Service Directory
Call 905-727-3300
Ext. 102

THINGS
You Ought To Know

ON NOW

Backstories: The Researching Artist as
Traveller & Interviewer, a solo exhibition by
Andrew Cheddie Sookrah and presented by
the Aurora Cultural Centre, exhibits paintings,
drawings, and sculptures taken from Sookrah’s
life as both traveller and artist. Recognized for his
bright and expressive technique, Sookrah takes us
on a journey through Haida Gwaii, Gros Morne,
and many other places – including the intimate
solitaries of his studio during a time of limited
movement. To book your free appointment to
our Gallery on the 2nd floor of Aurora Town
Hall, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca

FRIDAY, MAY 20

The Aurora Cultural Centre presents TiKA,
in performance; 7.30 pm at St. Andrew’s College,
Wirth Theatre. Opening for the likes of John
Legend, appearing at SXSW and NXNE, the
Redbull Music Festival (Montreal), Luminato and
Pride Festivals in Toronto, TiKA and her band
present a soulful blend of jazz, R&B and funk.
Musician, artist, model, film composer, actor, DJ,
creator, activist – TiKA makes an impression on
everyone she encounters, and her joy is infectious.
Discover an exciting and up-and-coming
Canadian talent. Save 22% on tickets in ’22. For
info, or to book, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca

SATURDAY, MAY 28

The Aurora Community Arboretum will hold
a Spring Bird Walk from 9 – 11 a.m. led by Sara
Bowman. Spaces are limited. If interested, please
register at auroraarboretum.register@gmail.
com.

MAY 28 – 29

Last Night at the Proms by the York Symphony
Orchestra. Saturday, May 28 at 8 p.m. at Trinity
Anglican Church, Aurora, and Sunday, May 29
at 7.30 p.m. at the Richmond Hill Centre for the
Performing Arts. Join us for the great tradition
of the ever-popular performance of the best
of British music. Featuring Walton’s Crown
Imperial, Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance, Elgar’s
Nimrod and Pomp No. 1 Land of Hope & Glory
and much more! Tickets at www.eventbrite.
ca , www.rhcentre.ca or call 647-849-8403.

THURSDAY, JUNE 2

The Aurora Cultural Centre Great Artist
Music Series presents Crozman and Chiu, Cello
& Piano; 7.30 p.m. at Trinity Anglican Church.
Acclaimed Canadian chamber musicians
Cameron Crozman and Philip Chiu perform
in person with their program including Spanish
music inspired by Crozman’s cello El Tiburon,
a circa 1769 Spanish cello attributed to Joannes
Guillami, on loan from Canada Council’s
Instrument Bank. The program features works
from their highly acclaimed recording of the
same title by de Falla, Albéniz, Ponce, Huré, and
Ravel. Available live or live-streamed. Save 22%
of live in-person tickets in ’22! For info, or to
book, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee will be
celebrated at Town Park today from 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m. in an event hosted by the Town of
Aurora. Our Sovereign Queen Elizabeth II has
supported Canada’s triumphs and has witnessed
Canada’s growth, now our community is invited
to come together and celebrate her achievement
with being the longest reigning Monarch. Join us
in Town Park for greetings by the Town Crier,
then take in an incredible performance by
the Aurora Community Band, while enjoying
complimentary scones with jam and the Queen’s
favourite Earl Grey tea. Be sure to wear your party
tea hat, prizes for the ladies with the best party
tea hat or fascinator. Don’t miss out in joining us
to celebrate in this historic milestone. For more
visit, aurora.ca/platinumjubilee.

SUNDAY, JUNE 5

The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Punch
Needle Rug Hooking for Beginners One Day
Workshop (10 a.m. – 4 p.m.). A fun and easy
heritage form of rug hooking that creates
delightful textured designs on fabric, you will
learn the basics of this meditative craft that will
surely become your new favourite pastime! Leave
this workshop with a small-scale completed
(or nearly completed) piece, plus the skills to
continue your creations. For Info/registration
details, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

HELP WANTED

Think you can sell?
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****

The Aurora Lions and North Newmarket Lions
Clubs will host the annual Walk for Dog Guides
today beginning at 10 a.m. at Newmarket’s George
Richardson Park on Bayview Avenue. Registration
begins at 10 with the walk itself commencing at
11 a.m. Light lunch to follow the walk. For more
information, call 905-727-8285 or 905-252-7004.

CONTINUING

Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les
ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones aux débutants
capables de converser) - qui cherchent à mettre
en pratique leurs compétences Conversationnelle
en français. Over Zoom with a nominal fee of
$2.50. RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagezle-francais. For more information, email partagez.
york@outlook.com.

****

Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full
Circle Program textile recycling and donation
program. In the current COVID climate, a greater
number of people are wanting to donate or get
rid of unwanted items, increasing the need for
more outlets being available to receive the items.
This program will provide a convenient way for
people to donate or get rid of used/unwanted
clothing, blankets, linens and furniture and will
help lessen the amount of items ending up in
landfills. Materials that were previously perceived
as waste will now be seen as a valuable resource
further encouraging redistribution. The items will
be recycled in the following ways: To be given to
individuals who are survivors of violence and are
transitioning from shelters into new homes; To be
sold in our store; To be sold to a textile recycler,
which makes for an ongoing source of funding for
Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their services
to the thousands of people that require them each
year. When and Where: Monday and Wednesday,
every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 30-minute time
slots – only 1 drop off per time slot. If you do
not have an appointment, we cannot accept your
donation. The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located
at 1208 Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear
unloading dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your
drop off time slot.

Youth focused on
affordability, climate
in this election:
Future Majority
From page 6

process, but young people make up 30 per
cent of Ontario’s electorate and they are
concentrated in key ridings that party
leaders need to speak to [in order] to have
a majority government, particularly in
Mississauga, Brampton and NewmarketAurora.”
To challenge the idea that the youth
vote might not “matter”, Santana says it
isn’t hard to find examples of action when
“young people come together to push for
change.”
“It does actually influence policy
platforms in subsequent elections,” he
says. “For example, in the last Federal
election, young Canadians raised the issue
of climate change over and over and now
we’re seeing all parties include climate
action on their platforms. It is clear that
when we show up to the poll in that
regard we do hold some power to push for
better and young people participating can
influence elections [and] they can really
make themselves heard among political
leaders.
“I think for quite a while politics has
been dominated by the middle-aged
to older crowd who tend to show up to
vote more, but politicians look for votes.
If young people are voting, that is where
their policies will shift to.”
For more information on Future Majority,
including how to get involved, visit futuremajority.
ca.

GARAGE SALE

MARY LAKE MONESTARY GROUNDS
Saturday, May 21, Sunday, May 22 and
Monday, May 23. 13760 Keele St. and 15th
Sideroad North of King Road.
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NOTICE

LOST AND FOUND

Necklace found at the norner of Nesbitt and Fairway in Aurora
May 17th. For information contact Mary 289-338-0256.

SERVICES

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for
the annual rental campaign.
• Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign.
• Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment
collection for newly rented units.
• Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units
EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers
DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Work well in results based environment
• Goal Oriented
• Great Personal Skills
• Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate
• Marketing and/or Communication
education would be a great ﬁt
COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

WANTED

DEAD OR ALIVE

Canadian
Pickers
are once again touring the area!

Paying Cash for Coin Collections,
Silver & Gold Coins, Royal Can.
Mint Sets. Also buying Gold
Jewelry
We purchase rolls, bags or boxes of silver coins

PAYING HIGHEST PRICES

To arrange a free, discrete in-home visit
call Kellie at 1-778-257-9019

CARS WANTED

WANTED

CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:
employment@londonprop.com

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!
Porsche 356/911/912,
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have,
I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars.
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride
and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH.

Call David

905-367-7217
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