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-- Adina, Ure, Kenna and Nwando met with Mayor Tom Mrakas at the Stronach Aurora Recreation
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Complex on May 7 as the Town kicked off its Movies in the Park series with the indoor Movies at the SARC event. Featuring a screening of Disney’s “Luca”,
DECLUTTERING
TO GET YOUR HOME READY FOR THE
SUMMER MARKET!
PROCESS NOW!
the evening offered pre-movie fun for the whole family and a sneak peek at upcoming municipal summer camp programs. For more, see Page 23.
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BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Efforts to implement a train whistle
cessation program in Aurora inched
forward last week.
Sitting at the Committee level,
Council voted to consider $95,000
in the Town’s 2023 Capital Budget
towards the detailed design and peer
review of pedestrian safety measures

at St. John’s Sideroad, the first move
in making an anti-whistle program a
reality.
The scope of the project being
considered by Council has been
greatly reduced from when it was first
on the table earlier this spring.
Metrolinx’s plans to build a traffic
and pedestrian underpass beneath
the Wellington Street crossing to
accommodate its future goal of all-day
both-way 15-minute service on the

416
558-7600
416-558-7600

Barrie GO line eliminated both it and
potentially the Centre Street crossing
from the equation, leaving just the
crossings at St. John’s Sideroad and
Engelhard Drive in Council’s focus.
But their plans to ramp up service,
and the frequency the train passes
over each crossing, has made train
whistle cessation both a safety (see
Page 7) and quality-of-life issue for
residents, Councillors argued.

rdhingra@royallepage.ca
rdhingra@royallepage.ca
www.dealwithdhingra.com

www.dealwithdhingra.com
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Servicing York Region Area
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Continued on page 6

Cycle Aurora gets
residents peddling for
the community

905.251.2696
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BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Explore the scenic and historic
neighbourhoods and businesses around
Aurora next Saturday, May 21 – and
throughout the month of June – as the
Town launches the second-annual Cycle
Aurora event.
Cycle Aurora, an initiative developed
during the global pandemic to get
people outdoors, moving, exploring their
Continued on page 20
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MARKET DAYS

Care at home and in other residential settings
Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
RN supervised
Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s,
Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
Meal planning and preparation
Light housekeeping; laundry
Escorting to appointments; shopping
Joyful companionship…and so much more

www.livingassistance.ca

– The Aurora Farmers’ Market opened its 20th season on Saturday at
TownPark and there to join in the fun were Madel, Lennon and dog Kane. For more on Opening
Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
Day, see Page 21. 					

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and
905.758.2486(cell).
:Helen Huang
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Community park plan for Hartwell
Way hit by rising costs
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Plans for a more natural-style
community park on Hartwell Way
have been hit by rising costs, leaving
some Councillors wondering if some
features can be left off the final list
to save money.
Council, sitting at the Committee
level last week, gave the tentative
green light to a budget increase of
$923,500 to make the park a reality.
Should this budget increase be
approved, the park – which will
include several unique features,
including a natural playground,
dedicated space for community
gardens, as well as a band shell –
would have a price tag of $2,423,500
funded from reserves.
Lawmakers expressed dismay that
initial cost estimates were so far off
the mark, but when pressed over
potential features they might strike
off the list to bring the price down,
nothing rose to the top.
“We thought we had enough
when we went out to tender,” said
Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of
Operations. “We wouldn’t have
called the tender if we thought we
were going to be that far off the
mark.”
One of the key amenities that was
driving the cost increase, he said, was
the move away from a traditional
playground towards more natural
structures made out of black walnut,
which could prove more durable in
the long-run.
“It did come as a bit of a surprise
for us that costs had come in so high
but, at the same time this is coming,
we were trying to address not only
the needs of the community but
the needs of Council as well,” Mr.
Downey continued, referencing
many of the park features previously
approved by Council to make this
one unique.
Councillor John Gallo was the
first at the table to float the idea of
looking at the individual components
of the park in order to bring it back
in line with the budget. While he
said he was a proponent of the park,
and costs tend to rise over time, the
question was, “Do we bite the bullet
and just do it?”
“Do we do this? Do we pause? Do
we re-scope it in order to be a bit
more budget-sensitive?” he asked,
before further suggesting going back
to the plan and seeing what can be
constructed in phases in the hopes
of finding a cost-savings.
Councillor Michael Thompson
agreed that costs tend to go up over
time but noted that he’s seeing prices
rising “across the board” already on
many projects like these.
“There might be some savings in
delaying this project, but…nobody

has a crystal ball and you can’t say
that with any degree of certainty,”
said Councillor Thompson, before
asking staff when a decision would
need to be made in order to break
ground on the park this year.
“Very soon,” was the answer that
came from Mr. Downey, with June
being the ideal time to get things
started.
Mayor Mrakas agreed that if there
is a delay costs would likely continue
to rise.
“I don’t think any of us are happy
with the price increase, but we have
seen the inflation, we have seen
what’s been going on…we have seen
prices going up, we have seen labour
shortages…we have seen prices
skyrocketing. If we don’t lock it in,
if we don’t think it’s the right thing
to do, we shouldn’t do it. If we think
it is going to benefit the community
to have this park there, as much as
I think we all hate the fact the price
is increased, if we delay it, it is just
going to be more. How does that
benefit the community?”
If Council opts to “re-scale” the
Hartwell Way park plan in order
to be more budget-conscious, how
they might do so might prove to be
a contentious issue. Between the
band shell, the community gardens
and the natural playground, each
feature had their supporters around
the table.
“I think a band shell is something
we have always wanted there,” said
Councillor Rachel Gilliland. “I don’t
know how much scaling back we can
do on that. Community gardens, if
anything, I believe that with the rising
food costs the community gardens
is a really big want. I really think it
does serve a real great need in the
community in order to participate in
a spot to grow their own vegetables.
“I am trying to understand where
we would scale back aside from the
actual playground. If it all comes
down to scaling back to $340,000 –
do you want the natural playground
or do you not? There are so many
different things we can speak to as to
why we would want one playground
over the other.
“Is it worth it? I feel this community
has waited a long time for a park
there and I think we need to make
up our mind. As the old saying goes,
[blank] or get off the pot. Hopefully
between now and Council we will
get some more clarity on it.”
There was sticker “shock” for
Councillor Sandra Humfryes as
well, but what was locked in place
has been a long time coming, she
argued.
“The community garden is
a huge aspect of what I think
neighbourhoods would really like to
see in a designated area like this,”
she said, adding she was heartened
that the money would be coming out

It is such an exciting
plan I don’t want to see
scale-back here. I think
we have to do what we
need to do for optimal
living for our residents.
They deserve it.
of reserves that were in the black.
“It is such an exciting plan I don’t
want to see scale-back here. I think
we have to do what we need to do for
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optimal living for our residents. They
deserve it. It has been a long time
coming and if I saw…we would be
hurting in the reserves, if I saw any
indication [we needed somewhere
else] to get money to pay for this…
but the reserve balance is projected
to be healthy for the next 10 years.”
Council opted to move forward at
this point in time, leaving the door
open to further consideration by the
time the decision comes up for final
approval on May 24.
“Pick and choose what we think
will be the best park outcome,” said
Councillor Harold Kim. “We have a
couple of weeks for Council to have
second thoughts then.”

TOWN OF AURORA
P U B L I C N OT I C E

PUBLIC NOTICE
ARE YOU CONSIDERING RUNNING FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICE?
This notice is for anyone who is considering running as a candidate in the municipal
election on Monday, October 24, 2022. Nomination forms for the 2022 Municipal
Election may be filed in person or by an agent with the Returning Officer as of Monday,
May 2, 2022, during regular business hours, by appointment only. Candidates may file
a nomination form up until 2 p.m. on Friday, August 19, 2022.
The required fee for a Member of Council or School Board Trustee is $100 and the
required fee for the Head of Council/Mayor is $200. The required fee shall be in the
form of cash, debit or credit card, a certified cheque or money order made payable to
the Town of Aurora and must accompany the completed form.
The Municipal Elections Act requires that each Nomination Form (excluding School
Board Trustee candidates) must be signed by 25 eligible Town of Aurora electors.
The individuals providing signatures must be a Canadian citizen, aged 18 or older and
have a qualifying address in the municipality.
A complete nomination form must be filed with the Returning Officer before an
individual becomes a candidate for office and can accept campaign contributions or
incur any election related expenses.

POSITIONS FOR WHICH A PERSON MAY FILE A NOMINATION PAPER
FOR THE 2022 MUNICIPAL ELECTION:
Town of Aurora Council
Mayor (1 to be elected at large)
Ward 1 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Ward 2 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Ward 3 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Ward 4 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Ward 5 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Ward 6 Councillor (1 to be elected)
Nomination Forms must be filed with the Municipal Clerk:
Returning Officer/Town Clerk
Michael de Rond
905-726-4771
mderond@aurora.ca
School Board Trustees
York Catholic District School Board Trustee
Trustee Electoral Area; Aurora, King, Whitchurch- Stouffville (1 to be elected)
Nomination Forms must be filed with the Clerk of the Town of Aurora
York Region District School Board Trustee
Trustee Electoral Area; Aurora and King
Nomination Forms must be filed with the Clerk of the Town of Aurora
Counseil scolaire Viamonde Trustee
Nomination Forms must be filed with the City of Vaughan:
City of Vaughan
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive
Vaughan, ON L6A 1T1
Conseil scolaire catholique MonAvenir
Nomination Forms must be filed with the City of Vaughan:
City of Vaughan
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive
Vaughan, ON L6A 1T1
Nomination forms and other candidate information is available at the Clerk’s office
or by visiting the Town’s website at aurora.ca/vote2022.
Michael de Rond,
Returning Officer/Town Clerk
Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 • 905-727-1375
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Machell’s Corners

Who is Doug Ford for?
readers ask
For the People!
This was the political refrain claimed
by Doug Ford in 2018. Who are the
people he’s for?
Not Low Wage Workers: The
Ontario PC government passed the
Open for Business Act which cancelled
the minimum wage increase, restricted
the right to unionize, eliminated paid
sick leave and stripped protections for
Apprentices leading to increased risk of
injuries.
The Basic Income Pilot was
eliminated, leaving many people in the
middle of opening a small business,
finishing college or university, beginning
a career in the arts. A number of people
lost everything they had started.
Not Women: Silence is Violence
Group accused the government of
dragging its feet on releasing data about
sexual assault. The group stated that the
delay demonstrated a ‘reprioritization
of issues impacting women and other
marginalized groups most affected by
sexual trauma.’ Ford also promised to
roll back four laws protecting the rights
of women.
$17 million was cut from women’s
shelters making it difficult to find safety
from violence.
Not Students for Free Speech: Ford
issued a directive vowing to strip
universities of funding if they continued
to allow students to protest alt right
and anti-abortion speakers. This
policing of speech included “discipline
measures against students who engage
in disruptive protesting”. No definitions
given!
Not for Elementary and Secondary
Students: Ford has cut a half a billion
dollars from education, when repair for
aging schools in the Toronto area alone
is over $3 billion.
The $1.1 billion in car license
stickers could have gone a long way in
this area. Instead, everyone received a
rebate cheque that might have bought
groceries for a week. With high inflation,
what happens to the rest of the year?
Not
Health
Care
Workers:
Introduced Bill 124 which limited,
nurses, other health care professionals,
and teachers to a 1% wage increase per
year. Inflation is now raging far above
1% - will the Bill be repealed?
Cut $70 million from e-health care.
Not the Elderly: The pandemic put
the spotlight on LTC homes. 57% are
privately owned by chain corporations
and became death traps for residents
during the pandemic where 7.3 % of
residents died in contrast to publicly
funded homes where 1.5% of residents
died.
More privately owned LTC
residences are in the plans even though
more deaths occurred in them.
Not the Indigenous: By cutting funds
to Arts Culture Fund, it eliminated the
Indigenous Culture Fund. A 70% cut
to the Anishinabek Ontario Fisheries
Resource Center that is responsible
for providing non partisan scientific
information to assist Indigenous to
manage their natural resources and
protect endangered wildlife.
Climate Change affecting all
residents of Ontario
Look at Climate Change. Whether
you believe human interference has
added to climate change or not, we are
seeing devastating changes in climate
that is impacting everyone in our world.
Ford teamed up with other right wing
politicians to repeal the Cap and Trade
program, but offered no alternative. The
Bank of Canada estimates that ignoring
climate change will cost taxpayers $20
billion a year.
Continued on page 24
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Celebrating Knowledge – “Useless” and most likely otherwise
Useless knowledge was my stockin-trade from a very early age.
I’m not sure where it came from;
it’s just the way it was.
Personally, I blame television.
My early onset passion for “I Love
Lucy”, for instance, resulted in an
overabundance of cultural references
far beyond my years becoming lodged
into my so-called grey cells.
When I was seven or so, while
flipping channels, I happened upon
Bob Hope’s latest self-produced
tribute to himself; here, the starstudded cavalcade saluting his 90th
birthday kicked things into overdrive
and the next day at school I was able to
have somewhat fluent conversations
with my peers about the likes of Bing
Crosby, Dorothy Lamour and Ethel
Merman – except these conversations
with my peers were decidedly onesided. They had no idea who these
people were and I got the impression
they had no interest in knowing,
either. Maybe things have changed!
Nevertheless, the factoids collected
along the way remained firmly in
place.
As far as knowledge goes, nothing
is ever truly useless.
It allowed me to smoke my peers
in our elementary school computer
lab playing “Where in the World
is Carmen Sandiego?”, emerge
victorious in our living room during
the nightly Jeopardy viewing, and
maybe even gain just a little bit more
comprehension as a budding news
junkie.
Beyond that, however, there was
very little outlet to put such “useless”
knowledge to good use.
That is, until high school, when
one finally presented itself: our small
but hopefully mighty Reach for the
Top team!
Finally, I thought, this was my
time to shine – after all, those who
regularly competed against me each
night in the at-home quiz show stakes
were quite often left in the dust. At
that first meeting of the team I at
last found my people – and the stark
reality that amongst “my people” the
depth of my well of useless knowledge
was much shallower than I thought…
and was middling at best. Alas!
It was nevertheless wonderful
to be amongst fellow youths who
somehow picked up along the
ensuing decade that iconic musician

BROCK’S
BANTER
Brock Weir

Louis Armstrong’s nickname was
“Satchmo”, that actress Lana Turner
was known in her prime as “The
Sweater Girl” (the reasons why she
was known as such being apparently
too hot for our young minds), and
that “Last night I dreamt I went to
Manderley again” is the opening
line of Daphne Du Maurier’s classic
novel, “Rebecca.”
Yet for whatever reason, I found
this once-smouldering interest in
the seemingly useless cooled over
time. I outgrew “Carmen Sandiego,”
my “Jeopardy” viewing fell by the
wayside, and by the time I got to
university, the “trivial” seemed just
that.
Mysteriously though, I found
the pendulum swinging back to the
beginning at the start of the global
pandemic.
Housebound just like everyone else,
the usual stuff I would do at night
after work – going out for dinner,
going to the gym to burn it off, you
name it – was unavailable and with
little else to do but turn on the tube
almost as soon as I turned off the
computer, I found myself stuck in the
quicksand of the Wheel of Fortune
and Jeopardy block – and, much to
my surprise, I couldn’t have been
happier about it.
In fact, it happened just in time;
not only was I able to catch the last
episodes recorded by the late, great
Alex Trebek, but I was able to join in
the excitement felt by so many viewers
when champs like Matt Amodio, Amy
Schneider, and our new homegrown
champ Mattea Roach hit their
strides with their prodigious (and farfrom-useless) knowledge and their
deceptively cunning game strategies.
We collectively rooted for them
as their winnings added up and they
broke down barriers, we celebrated
their triumphs and, when their time
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came to pass the torch to another
champ, we were sad to see them go
but grateful they were part of our
lives – at least for 30 minutes each
weekday.
But
what
was
especially
heartening, at least for me, was seeing
people’s joy as they too enjoyed the
contestants’ respective rides, revelling
in individuals who were excelling not
on the sports field, not in the political
arena, in some sort of intangible
celebrity, or even as “influencers.”
It was simply and beautifully a
celebration of their knowledge.
Over the last decade or so there
has been, in my view, a strange cloud
descending over the value of and
appreciation for knowledge.
Before I found my middle-road
place on Reach for the Top, for
instance, I couldn’t help but roll my
eyes at some of the voters in the 2000
US Presidential Election who proudly
said they cast their ballot for “the guy
they’d like to drink a beer with” rather
than the guy with the demonstrated
know-how.
On home turf a few years after
that, a view appeared to rise to the
top that if you had a certain level of
higher education (often just above
high school), had a certain job based
on that education, or even lived in a
certain part of the country regardless
of education, you were somehow
“elitist” and removed from the “every
day.”
Most recently, we have seen a sad
pushback against highly educated
scientists, doctors, nurses, and other
experts helping to safely steer us
through a global pandemic in favour
of self-described “experts” in various
platforms who did little more than
validate rather than inform.
Then, of course, we’re seeing more
and more individuals who are less
inclined to believe what they see with
their own eyes and hear with their own
ears rather than what their favourite
talking heads are telling them.
What a refreshing change it was
to see so many people backing the
likes of Mr. Amodio, Ms. Schneider,
and Ms. Roach and celebrating the
incredible knowledge they have to
offer.
Is it too much to hope that this
trend continues? Probably. But, while
it lasts, I’ll continue to celebrate it –
and them – even in 30-minute bites.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors
and letter writers are not necessarily those of The
Auroran.
Letters
must
include
name
and
phone number, although number will not be
published. Letters may be edited or refused. All
contents protected by copyright.
ADVERTISING POLICY
Publisher is not liable for slight changes or
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of an
advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the
attention of the publisher prior to the following edition.
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Time Travellers
Diary
By Jacqueline Stuart

Working together for all Canadians
The past few weeks have been amazing
for our Canadians. The Raptors and the
Maple Leafs both qualified for the playoffs
having played their hardest in the regular
season.  
Our Canadian Jeopardy champion,
Mattea Roach, won her 23rd game. I am
very proud of her continued success and of
the success of our two Toronto teams.  
Likewise, our federal government is
working hard to ensure success for us all.
After the introduction of a well-received
budget, we are working to pass the budget
initiatives.    
And there’s more good news! We
continue to see increasing freedom in dayto-day life as COVID-19 restrictions are
easing. As the weather warms up, we’re
able to hang out with family and friends,
after a long two years. Please continue to
take precautions to keep yourself and your
family safe and to prevent any summer
plans from being derailed.
  

Investments in Tackling
Climate Change

LEAH'S LETTER
Leah Taylor Roy, MP
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

begin traveling again, whether across
the country or overseas – or to just relax
on a beach for a while. With the surge
in travel plans, the Travel and Tourism
industry is working hard to ensure that
travellers and staff are protected every
step of the way.
Currently,
Passport
Offices
are overwhelmed with an additional
one million requests as people think
about travelling again. The government
has extended the hours and hired new
From Ottawa to Aurora
personnel to deal with the applications.
  Travel during COVID-19
Although COVID-19 persists, it has If you are contemplating travel, please
become more manageable and high check your passport and ensure extra
numbers of Canadians are vaccinated, time to get it renewed. Please exercise
the governments are continuing to the same patience and understanding we
change travel and other COVID all demonstrated to one another during
restrictions. Many of us are excited to the pandemic.     

Canada is committed to lowering
our carbon emissions to meet our
2030 and 2050 targets. On Earth Day,
Transportation Minister Hon. Omar
Alghabra introduced new funding for the
rebate on Zero-Emissions Vehicles (ZEVs).
This investment would give a $5,000 rebate
off the manufacturer’s suggested retail
price of up to $55,000 and a maximum
of $65,000 if above the suggested retail
price. For vans, trucks, and SUVs, the new
investment would give a $5,000 rebate off
the manufacturer’s-suggested retail price
of up to $60,000 and to a maximum of
$70,000.   
I recently emailed a newsletter that
focuses on environmental news. If you’d like
to receive it, please email our office at leah.
taylorroy@parl.gc.ca.
  

Support for Ukraine

Our government and Canadians across
the country are continuing to support
Ukrainians, both those who are fleeing
from their country and those who are
fighting against the horrific, illegal war
Putin’s government is continuing to wage
on Ukrainians.
Committed to supporting Ukraine in
Continued on page 18

Sponge Mob
Brace yourself, Aurora; they’ve
coming, and there’s no escaping them.
No, I don’t mean aspiring politicians,
although with elections in both June
(provincial) and October (municipal),
we’ll be seeing many of them in 2022.
I mean spongy moths.
You may not recognize this name, as
it is a fairly new moniker. We originally
knew them as gypsy moths. Then they
became known by their scientific name
Lymantria dispar dispar.
But this was too long, so it was
shortened to LDD. Then, potentially
as part of a wider insect-based witness
protection program, they have now
popped up with a new identity: spongy
moths.
While their name may be new, this
insect has retained its old habits. The
caterpillars love feasting on oak leaves,
and won’t turn their noses up at the
foliage of maple, elm, birch, poplar
and willow.
Introduced to North America in the
late 1800s, the spongy moth made its
way to Ontario in 1969.
Their populations tend to cycle up
and down over several years. In quiet
years they are not as noticeable. But
last year was a peak year, and through
the early part of the summer they
were everywhere in Town, defoliating
trees, defecating all over the sidewalks,
dropping on unsuspecting pedestrians,
and generally being a messy,
unwelcome guest.
Although some local creatures will
eat them, last year’s never-ending allyou-can-eat buffet was just too much,

escape the sun, and return at night to
feed on the leaves.
As they travel up and down the
trunk, they may take refuge in the folds
of burlap, where you can pick them off
using gloves or tweezers to prevent an
allergic reaction, and then dump them
in soapy water to kill them.
I tried this last year, and it seemed
to
work. Unfortunately, the caterpillars
Scott Johnston
on our trees didn’t subscribe to the
“leave at night, and return during the
and the predators couldn’t consume
day” theory. I found them in numbers
the caterpillars fast enough to make
any time I went out there.
any sort of dent in their numbers.
So, while picking them off one by
The bad news is that many experts
one was surprisingly successful, having
predict the moths will be back in even
to go out several times a day to do so
higher numbers this year.
was also surprisingly time-consuming.
Although some municipalities are
But I’ll be doing it again this year,
conducting aerial spraying, Aurora is
as I don’t relish the thought of them
not going down this path.
killing any of our trees, and having to
Instead, for the past couple of
wait another 30 years for new ones to
months, staff have been burning egg
mature. After all, we just went through
masses, each of which contains up to
that with the Emerald ash borers
1,000 potential caterpillars, off of the
taking out our mature boulevard tree
Town’s boulevard trees.
two years ago.
They’ve also been encouraging
While I may think I now have a
residents to scrape egg masses into
handle on the spongy moths, and
buckets of soapy water, which will kill
we have no more ash trees for the
them.
borers to destroy, I can’t afford to get
With the many surviving egg masses
complacent.
soon to be spewing out tiny caterpillars,
After all, Aurora is home to a number
last week kits were available for Aurora
of other invaders, including Japanese
residents to help deal with the critters
knot weed, European reed grass, garlic
in the upcoming phase in their lifecycle.
mustard and dog strangling vine.
The kits include pieces of burlap
Hopefully, those will all leave me
that one secures around the trunks of
alone a while longer.
trees to be protected.
In theory, the caterpillars crawl
Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
down their trees during the day to
machellscorners@gmail.com.

INSIDE AURORA

THIS WEEK’S NEW POLL
Have you already decided
your vote ahead of the June 2
Provincial Election?
Yes No Unsure
www.theauroran.com
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Do you remember the Wellington Hotel? Built at the corner of Berczy and Wellington Streets in 1874, it was one of several independentlyowned hotels that operated at the extremity of Aurora’s main crossroads. Although conveniently situated by the tracks, it closed and in 1924
became the storefront of B.F. Davis & Sons, who sold building materials and coal. This iron casting (78.19.4a) adorned the roof of the hotel
long before this photo (2002.19.512) was taken, and was saved when the old building was demolished in the late 1970s.

In May of 1931 what was then the
world’s tallest structure was officially
opened: the Empire State Building, of
course. Many readers will know of its
Aurora connection. John Bowser, the man
who superintended the construction of
the great skyscraper, was born in 1891 in
a small house on Wellington Street close
to the location of today’s St. Maximilian
Kolbe Catholic High School.
According to legend, William John
“Jack” Bowser ran away to western
Canada when he was only eleven-yearsold. Certainly at the age of fifteen he was
in Manitoba, working for a family from
Aurora. He returned to Ontario and
worked in construction, gaining particular
expertise in handling concrete.
Employment by an American
contractor working in Ontario led to
Mr. Bowser’s association with projects
outside Canada, assuming ever-increasing
responsibility. The largest structures
included the gold-roofed New York Life
building in New York; a group of large,
earthquake-resistant buildings in Tokyo;
and, of course, the Empire State Building.
Mr. Bowser returned to his roots in the
late 1930s and took on the management of
the successful Aurora Building Company,
owned by an ailing brother-in-law, Fred
Browning. No more skyscrapers!
The Bowser name became a highly
visible presence on Yonge Street when
Mr. Bowser purchased the former Ough
hardware store. He covered much of the
Yonge Street frontage with glass tile, with
the Bowser name applied almost like a
huge signature. Some may have gasped
at this modern storefront on a traditional
Ontario main street, but others may have
welcomed this as a stylish indicator of a
new era. (The second floor was destroyed
by fire in 1954; the surviving ground floor
accommodates two businesses on the west
side of Yonge just south of Wellington.)
The Second World War took Jack
Bowser down to Toronto to superintend
the Toronto Shipbuilding Company, which
was building minesweepers. He was not a
shipbuilder, but he was an excellent project
organizer and manager of work forces.
With the end of the war came a need
for relatively modest houses for veterans
and their young families and for people
moving into this area to take up jobs with
expanding local industries.
The Aurora Building Company bought
a large part of what had been a military
training camp in Newmarket. Nine
barracks buildings were converted into
thirty-six separate bungalows. They can
still be detected on and south of Srigley
Street, about halfway between Prospect
and Leslie.
In Aurora, the company was building
houses intended for the same market. They
were generally unassuming bungalows or
storey-and-a-half homes. Of a grouping
of four such houses at the intersection of
Tyler and George streets three survive, one
of them little altered. It’s your turn to do a
little time travelling! Go have a look, and
take yourself back some seventy-five years
to see Jack Bowser keeping an eye on the
construction of four dwellings that would
fit into the entrance lobby of the Empire
State Building, with room to spare.
William John Bowser died in 1956.
His Aurora Cemetery grave marker is a
simplified version of the Empire State
Building.
The Aurora Museum & Archives collection
contains a number of Aurora Building Company
plans.
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Positive signs as York Region lifts COVID-19 State of Emergency
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Little over a week after York Region
formally lifted its COVID-19 State of
Emergency after more than two years,
positive signs continue to be seen on
the horizon, according to Dr. Barry
Pakes, York Region’s Medical Officer
of Health.
The Region of York lifted the State
of Emergency on April 26 after first
declaring it on March 23, 2020.
“More than two years ago, for the
first time in the 51-year history of York
Region, a Regional state of emergency
was declared,” said Regional Chair
Wayne Emmerson in a statement. “At
the time, no one could have predicted
the devastating impact the COVID-19
global pandemic would have on our
residents and communities. As we
look forward to resuming services,
I again thank and acknowledge our
staff, municipalities, residents, business
owners and the countless community
partners for their commitment and
resiliency during these turbulent times.”
Since then, Dr. Pakes says wastewater
signals have stabilized and are trending
towards a decrease.
“This means while there are still
very high levels of COVID-19 present
in our community and they are still a
significant threat to at risk individuals
or the unvaccinated, it is starting to look
more and more optimistic as the spring
days change to summer,” said Dr.
Pakes in his weekly update on the local
COVID situation on Monday morning.
Unfortunately, our hospitals continue
to treat high numbers of patients with
COVID-19 as well as other severe
illnesses. Things are beginning to

stabilize in York Region and across
Ontario.
“High vaccination rates in our
Region, as well as many people who
have had COVID-19, are helping
to turn the tide. We must remember
that the protection that is offered
by the vaccine or by infection itself
wanes over time, usually three to five
months. Fortunately, protection from
hospitalization does seem to persist and
according to the most recent evidence
it is fairly robust. However, those who
are older or immunocompromised or
at risk for other reasons will need the
protection of a fourth dose. Please stay
up to date with your vaccination as we
continue to deal with the current wave
and prepare for another one in the fall.”
Anyone 12 and older, he said, should
have had at least one booster or a third
shot and anyone aged 60 and older are
now “strongly encouraged” to book
their fourth dose/second booster as
soon as possible.
“With York Region’s State of
Emergency recently lifted, Mother’s
Day this past weekend, and a holiday
long weekend coming near the end of
this month, we will be gathering more
and more,” he said. “The weather
is also warming up, which allows for
outdoor gatherings to become more
frequent. Let’s continue our approach
of taking it outside. This is another way
to be safe when seeing our family and
friends, particularly those who are older
or with other risk factors.
“These past two years have not been
easy and seeing our loved ones and
friends is important for our mental
health and our social wellbeing. If you
are ill or have other symptoms, do the
right thing and stay home so you don’t
affect others.”
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LOCAL STATS
As of Tuesday, May 10, Aurora was
experiencing 42 active PCR-confirmed
cases of COVID-19, according to York
Region Public Health – but the true
number is likely much higher.
Since the start of the global
pandemic, the community has seen a
total of 4,785 PCR-confirmed cases of
COVID-19, 4,681 of which are now

marked as recovered.
There have been 62 fatalities
attributed to the virus since March of
2020.
By the start of the week, 90.4 per
cent of Aurora residents aged five and
up have received at least one dose of a
COVID-19 vaccine. 88.3 per cent of
residents in the same age bracket have
received two doses.

Train whistle cessation inches
forward at Committee
From page 1

“Residents deserve that qualityof-life component,” said Councillor
Rachel Gilliland. “I couldn’t imagine
backing onto [the tracks] and listening
to that horn every 15 minutes of
the day. I think it would just drive
everyone to lunacy, to be quite honest.
What is the balance?”
Part of that balance is weighing the
risk and liability that the Town might
have to take on to make the program
a reality.
“Given the fact that Centre and
Wellington will have cessation by
default with the way it is being
constructed, I am very glad to hear
that…the liability would be assumed
[by the Region] for St. John’s. I
think we should continue on with
investigating Engelhard down the
road.”
Councillor Wendy Gaertner was
of a similar mindset, adding: “We
have a duty to our residents and it
does speak to safety and quality of
life. There will be a whistle blowing
every 7.5 minutes because trains will
be passing.”
As a final decision on whether to
proceed to Budget will not be made
until the Council meeting at the
end of this month, both Councillors
Gilliland and Gaertner requested
further information on how the City
of Markham got it done.
Engelhard was also on the radar
of Councillor John Gallo, who said
liability at that crossing would be
something Council would need to
consider.
“It makes sense to me to move
towards removing the whistles and
having the Region take liability –
one, really, at St. John’s Sideroad,”
he said. “Wellington is an underpass,
so they wouldn’t blow the whistle
there anyway. It’s really Engelhard
that we would be responsible for and
that makes sense to move forward on
that.”
While
Councillor
Sandra
Humfryes said she still had concerns
on the amount of legal liability the
Town might have to take on if a train

CUSTOM NEW KITCHENS
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whistle cessation program becomes
a reality, she said further detailed
discussions would have to take place
come Budget-time this fall.
“At the end of the day it does
become a local liability issue for the
Town and it does become a budget
issue,” she said. “It’s something – to
allow the areas where there’s lots of
residential around [the tracks] where
there’s some room for improvement
to their quality of life, and the horns
should only get worse as this escalates.
“This is a complete budget
discussion
[understanding]
the
different safety measures…lots of
things have been added to try and
compensate from the cessation of
the whistle. It’s tough. Sometimes the
bottom line is affordability – raising it
up to the Region to see how they can
help us. We can do these two areas
[St. John’s and Engelhard] or one [St.
John’s], but when you look at it all,
maybe a full-view approach [and] see
how this goes by the time our next
meeting comes into effect.”
From the perspective of Mayor
Tom Mrakas, it too came down to the
same issues of liability and safety.
“If the liability remains, I am not
in favour of moving forward and
putting the Town in that position –
our residents and taxpayers,” he said.
“But, if it is about safety…by all means
I have no problem with us looking at
adding this to the 2023 Budget and
putting in pedestrian crossings over
Engelhard in anticipation that the
Province or Metrolinx will continue to
hold liability and at that time we can
move forward with whistle cessation.
“If it is about safety, let’s go
ahead, move forward and put those
added safety measures in place for
our residents. I think all of us agree
we want to do what is in the best
interests of our community to ensure
our residents remain safe at all times.
Let’s do that if that is what this is
about. By no means am I willing to
put the municipality in harm’s way
and increasing liability in this case
when we know it is going to increase
our liability.”

OR
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Legal questions remain over potential
whistle cessation program
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The amount of liability the Town
might have to take on when it comes
to pedestrian safety at Engelhard Drive
remains at the heart of the debate on
whether Aurora should pursue a train
whistle cessation program.
With Metrolinx’s plans for a traffic
underpass at Wellington Street taking
that crossing and the one just north
at Centre Street out of the equation,
and the assumption the Region would
take on liability at St. John’s Sideroad
as it is a Regional road, the question
of whether the Town would be at risk
if anyone got injured at a crossing as
a result of a whistle not being sounded
came into sharp focus at last week’s
General Committee meeting.
There, Town Solicitor Patricia
De Sario said she believed the Town
shouldn’t accept any liability.
“Maybe if I told you a worst-case
scenario on what would happen if
there isn’t a whistle and the train does
hit somebody,” she said, responding
Councillor Michael Thompson who
asked what her position was on the
issue. “If there are claims, there could
be personal injury claims from any of
the people who are in the vehicle. Say
a train hits a vehicle…these would be
the types of claims if the person is in
the vehicle. If there is a passenger, if
a person has passed away, then the….
estate could make a claim.
“There could be personal injury
claims from anybody who could be
on the train – whiplash and if they get
thrown forward. If the incident includes
a train derailment there’s potential
property damage claims as a result of
the damages to any of the surrounding
areas. There could be claims from
Metrolinx for economic losses or any
other company that happens to use the
railway. This is a worst-case scenario,
but this is something that could
potentially happen without the whistle
blowing.”
At this point in time, Ms. De Sario
noted, insurance premiums would not
rise simply by putting the anti-whistle
measures, including pedestrian mazes
and gates, in place; rather, it would
take a “catastrophic incident” to see
premiums and deductibles “increase
substantially.”
A cost/risk vs. benefit evaluation
would need to be known at some point,
said Councillor Rachel Gilliland,
pressing for an estimate, but Ms. De
Sario said this wasn’t information
that could be issued by the insurance
provider at this point.
“Companies look at the market,
whether it is a hard market or a soft
market, but they also look at your loss
history,” said Ms. De Sario. “To date,
we have had a very good loss history,
so our premiums have been at an
acceptable rate, as have our deductibles.
If there’s an incident, that impacts our

loss history and that will then dictate
what the premiums are. Because there
are not many municipalities that have
whistle cessation or because there hasn’t
really been an incident to date, we’re
aware of that went through the courts,
the insurance companies haven’t really
been giving us any details as to what
the increase could be because that is a
future event they wouldn’t be able to
dictate right now.”
But the information should be readily
available, the Councillor contended, as
the City of Markham has put a similar
program in place.
“I understand there is a lot of
collaboration between the Region, the
Municipality and Transport Canada
and there is strict, strict, strict, safety
precautions put in place to avoid it at all
costs between the maze barriers, arms
and all sorts of things,” said Councillor
Gilliland. “It is good to know that so far
this is working. More and more people
are finding work life balance at home,
they’re working from home, working
out of out their houses. I think times
have changed a lot and with these 15
minutes [trains]going by constantly…it
is something we really need to look at.”
Speaking in favour of moving
forward with cessation, Councillor
Wendy Gaertner said there are different
angles to consider; under Transport
Canada regulations, the onus is on the
train conductor to clear the tracks if
they see an issue, she said.
“We can talk about this back and
forth but at the end of the day we
need to take that into consideration –
the conductor holds the liability,” she
said. “Barrie has also prohibited horns,
I believe just in the morning. With
respect to liability, we hold liability
now. Anybody can look at our crossings
at Centre and Engelhard, they’re not
safe. We would be increasing safety
tremendously if we put this in place.”
Councillor John Gallo also looked at
liability through a different lens, stating
that there are other “dangerous”
situations in Town that could result in
an accident – including on municipal
roads.
“We drive cars, each and every
intersection in the Town of Aurora,
that could happen,” he said. “We don’t
put up bars to try and stop that, we
don’t blow whistles to try and stop that.
Is there an additional issue with trains?
I bet if we did some research, they are
far safer than motor vehicle accidents
but we accept liability if, say, a light is
out and someone inadvertently goes
through there. There are so many of
those situations where we have accepted
liability where there is danger involved.
“We implement the best possible way
to alert those people crossing there that
there is a potential danger.”
With the liability still a potential issue
to consider, Mayor Tom Mrakas said he
was not in favour of moving forward if it
puts residents and taxpayers at financial
risk. If it is a safety matter, however, he
said he would be in favour of putting
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the necessary measures in place.
“By no means am I willing to
put the municipality in harm’s way
and increasing liability in this case
when we know it is going to increase
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our liability,” he said. “The reason
Markham’s insurance is covering it is
they are taking liability. Your insurance
is not going to cover it if you don’t have
liability. It’s that simple.”
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NEW CHAPTER – Deb Clark, owner of Oakridge’s Fashions, opened a new chapter on her business’ story last week, formally opening up the doors to their new location in the heart of Aurora’s historic
downtown core. Here, Ms. Clark is joined by her family, Mayor and Council members, members of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce, and more for the celebration last Thursday evening.

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Historical move at a historical time
for Oakridge’s Fashions
down to the core of the city of Toronto
to work a strenuous day and then take
the train back home.
There was once a time where Deb
But when Ms. Clark encountered a
Clark lived a fast-paced commuter health scare in 2014, she changed the
life. She would get on to the GO Train lens on her camera and began looking
from her residence in Aurora, steamroll at things differently. She wondered if it
By Robert Belardi
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was time to make a change in her life?
While recovering, she volunteered
at the charitable second-hand clothing
store at Trinity Anglican Church called
The Clothes Closet. It inspired her to
set aside the corporate life. That is when
she purchased Oakridge Outfitters
six years ago, changing the name to
Oakridge’s Fashions in 2017 to better
reflect the products sold.
In her past, she was always an avid
shopper. Her mother would take her
down to the Oshawa Shopping Centre
as a child and the two spent precious
hours wandering through the stores.
“She was my first customer when we
bought the store, and while she is no
longer with me I know she looks over
our store and me,” Clark said.
Considering herself as a steward of
the business instead of being an owner,
things got tricky when COVID-19 hit.
“I had endless emails from women
during the initial closures - ‘Please Save
Our Store’. It was incredibly touching
and encouraging. I began calling these
emails our S.O.S. - Save Our Store
emails” Ms. Clark said.
“We were blessed by generosity of
customers and community at that time.
I recall how one gentleman, Keith
Houghton, a retired photographer,
stepped up to help with our website
photo shoots when the operating budget
was tight.”
Originally located at 14800 Yonge
Street in Aurora, Ms. Clark wasn’t
thinking of making a move until fate
stepped in this past November. Although

she loved the previous location, she
believed it was in the best interest to
move for a more secure future and she
found it, right in the heart of downtown
Aurora.
“When we stepped into the door,
what did we see? Potential – and really
good bones,” Ms Clark emphasized.
“A big part of my decision to
move revolved around whether my
customers would like it. Will this suit my
customers? Am I doing the right thing
by my customers? It was a very difficult
decision. But I felt that once we got
here, they would approve. Apart from
the beautiful historic qualities of this
building, it also has the space to allow us
to carry more product and more easily
run the business. For our customers,
they gain customer washrooms, a
complimentary coffee station and an
exclusive 12-car Oakridge’s parking
lot.”
The building was constructed in
1951 by The Imperial Bank of Canada.
Ms. Clark secured photographs of this
period from the Archives Department
of CIBC and has displayed them
throughout the store.
Throughout the Cold War, it was
apparently a regional gold depository.
The building has 16 foot ceilings
and is 18 inches of solid concrete
throughout. There is a hidden manual
elevator shaft that is still there and
currently operating. There is also an
exterior clock high above the front door
that was brought back to working order
Continued on page 9
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(Left) Oakridge’s owner Deb Clark welcomes customers and dignitaries to the new store. (Right) Ms. Clark is pictured with husband Joe, far right, along with Tony and Nora.
From page 8

and illuminates at night.
In what she described as a “random
alignment,” the lease of this historical
building, came at the most opportune
moment. The Oakridge’s Fashions
business is celebrating its 25th year in
operation.
Last Thursday, in front of Mayor
Tom Mrakas, members of Council,
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce
and many more, Ms. Clark poured the
champagne with her family, friends and
those who played a huge role in this, to
officially host the grand opening.
On the day, Ms. Clark contributed
10 per cent of sales to International
Red Cross in support of Ukraine.
Speaking to the attendees, Mayor
Mrakas recalled his early conversations
with Ms. Clark about the possibility of
a move.
“I have to say, when I received the
call, I jumped on it right away. She asked
me ‘what do you think of me moving
downtown?’” explained the Mayor. “I
said, ‘absolutely.’ I said, ‘We have to
have you in downtown, you would be a
tremendous anchor in the revitalization
of downtown,’” said Mayor Mrakas in
his speech at the grand opening.
“I can’t think of a better person, a
better business and a better family, to
take over this historic building, continue
the historic theme of this 1951 building
and carry it forward.”
With plenty of parking spots
exclusive to Oakridge’s customers and
room to walk, the building is uniquely
aesthetic on the inside. And thankfully,
to Ms. Clark, the timing just all worked
out.
Ms. Clark, who didn’t have any
decorators or designers, found the way
for the business to make the necessary
adjustments.
“I don’t have a designing
background so when I found myself
making decisions along the renovation
process, I looked to history to guide
me – history of both my industry and
this building. I researched the mid-
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century architectural period, looked up
interiors of 1950s department stores,
and held steadfast to maintaining the
original character of the building.”
Ms. Clark and her employees pride
themselves on offering services to any
woman who walks into the location, no
matter who they are.
“I’ve also always believed style has no
size. I can dress a woman of any size.
It’s just about wearing the right pieces.
When she puts back her shoulders and
smiles into the big mirror in our fitting
room, I’m a happy woman. That’s
when I know I’ve done my job,” Ms.
Clark said.
Ms. Clark cannot stress how
important her customers, Town leaders,
family, local businesses and great
Aurora citizens were in helping save the
store during COVID and achieve this
large re-location endeavour.
Head on out to the wonderful
Oakridge’s Fashion store, now located
15195 Yonge Street, just north of
Mosley. Parking is in behind and can be
accessed off Mosley Street.
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TiKA brings musical journey to Cultural Centre and
you’re invited to come along on the ride
Andrew’s College next Friday, May 20,
hosted by the Aurora Cultural Centre.
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
“Embracing the genre rightfully
coined as ‘futuristic nostalgia,’ TiKA’s
As a former youth worker for more compositions offer ‘ethereal sounds
than seven years, there came a time that wrap around you, reminding you
where TiKA felt overextended.
of other memories,’” says the Cultural
Almost instinctively she turned Centre of the musician whose first
inwards and began to explore what album, Anywhere But Here, came out
was deep within. She found her voice in 2019. “Her songs address deeply
in doing so, turning her attention to personal relationships to ones inspired
music.
by TiKA’s Jamaican roots, to others
The musical journey has been a very that are sonic representations of
personal one for the Montreal-based conversations with the self.”
multi-disciplinary artist and, through
These
conversations
weren’t
the simple act of listening, her musical always easy. There was “bitterness
journey can become a very personal or resentment for the decisions made
one for audiences as well.
in the past,” she said, including
Local music lovers are invited to having a lack of boundaries and not
come together with TiKA for the understanding the importance of selfjourney when she takes the stage at St. advocacy and self-care.
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

SAVE 22%
IN ’22!
A U R O R A C U LT U R A L C E N T R E S I G N A T U R E S E R I E S P R E S E N T S

TiKA
A soulful blend of jazz, R&B and funk

Friday, May 20, 2022 • 7:30 pm
Wirth Theatre, St. Andrew’s College, Aurora
50 $39 (HST incl)

$

Click: AuroraCulturalCentre.ca
Call: 905 713 1818
COVID-19 safety protocols in place.

AuroraCulturalCentre.ca

There came a point, however,
where these conversations became less
difficult and gave way for a healing
journey.
“It became more about healing,
more of what I needed to heal myself
and then, in turn, I learned I could be
a conduit to assist in healing others – at
first it was almost a resentment, I feel,
from over-giving and not understanding
that I have needs, too,” she explains.
“After maybe my first EP, Carry On,
was released around there, it kind of
awakened that it was deeper than just
a performance or just songs; there are
opportunities for me to connect and
have a deeper and more meaningful
connection to other people.
“In a way, a lot of my music was
initially ego-driven, I feel, and it starts
to become a lot more personal when I
released the album and felt there was
a real purge. At that point, I hadn’t
really spoken musically or verbally
about some of the experiences I had;
I just wasn’t that kind of person at
all, prior. I was obsessed with having
dominion over myself and awakening
to that reality, and I didn’t have this
awareness before.”
Putting such a journey out there can
be a difficult move for any musician, but
when she found her very personal life
experiences connected with audiences
in a deep way, it was a feeling of
“affirmation.” It also awakened what
she describes as “being of service” to
others through song.
As an artist, TiKA now looks at the
music she creates through this lens of
service, but says she’s unsure whether
that is a good thing or a bad thing.
“I was raised as a Pentecostal
Christian, so there was always this
‘What would Jesus do?’ vibe,” she
says. “I think before I thought ‘of
service’ meant I had to work because,
quite frankly, that is how I was raised,
but then I started performing more
and seeing the reactions from people
realizing this was healing for a lot of
folks, I realized I am still of service and
can treat this as a mode of service.”
All of the new music she is currently
writing is intended to “both heal
the folks that I am on stage healing
and connecting with, but also to
heal myself.” In many ways it’s like a

I started performing
more and seeing the
reactions from people
realizing this was healing
for a lot of folks, I realized
I am stil of service and
can treat this as a mode
of service.
continuum, a call and response, and
ebb and flow of connection – and,
indeed, creating a circle of love and
life.
“I want to be spoken into in a loving
way,” she says. “I wish to maintain
relationships that are reciprocal where
I am spoken to in a loving way and I am
speaking to people I adore in a loving
way and we create this continuous
circle of love or life. Speaking life into
others, speaking love into others in an
intentional way. A lot of my music is
soulful, affirmational music and I think
folks really need that, especially during
a time like this when things are so
uncertain and the questioning of trust,
like what is going to happen?
“I feel like one of the things I learned
in my upbringing was the more we
speak love into one another and the
more we speak life into the earth, each
other, ourselves… it is something I am
really committed to at this point.
“I just want people to bring an open
heart and an open mind and turn the
phone off – it’s about connection,
and it’s about being present, and just
staying open. We’re going to go on the
journey together.”
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents
TiKA on stage Friday, May 20 from
7.30 – 9 p.m. at St. Andrew’s College.
For tickets and further information,
visit auroraculturalcentre.ca/event/
tika or call 905-713-1818.

PRECONCERT
ARTIST
V I D E O TA L K
AT 7 P M !

G R E AT A R T I S T M U S I C S E R I E S S E R I E S

Crozman & Chiu

Cello & Piano

Featuring Cameron Crozman and Philip Chiu

Thursday, June 2, 2022

Handing Back the Name with Respect, Tanu, Gwaii Haanas, (detail) oil on panel, 36” X 36”, 2016

A U R O R A C U LT U R A L C E N T R E P R E S E N T S

Backstories

7:30 pm

Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, Aurora

The Researching Artist as Traveller & Interviewer
Andrew Cheddie Sookrah • Solo Exhibition

Live: $35 $27.30 (HST Incl.)
Livestreamed: $15 (HST Incl.)

In-person: May 11 – July 8, 2022
Gallery Hours: Wednesdays, Fridays,
and Saturdays from 10 am – 3 pm
Book a timeslot at AuroraCulturalCentre.ca

Click AuroraCulturalCentre.ca
Call 905 713 1818

Online: May 13 – July 15, 2022

Temporary location:
Aurora Town Hall, 2nd Floor Gallery
100 John West Way
Park at top level and enter here!

*22% off live in-person tickets. COVID-19 Safety Protocols in place.

ArtBytes Sponsor:

AuroraCulturalCentre.ca

AuroraCulturalCentre.ca
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Walk, roll and stroll to support end-of-life care
provided by local hospices

Among the many ways people stayed active for last year’s virtual Hike for Hospice was revving up the motorcycle for a good, long journey.
Contributed photo

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Spring is in full swing and as you
look for opportunities to get more
active in the great outdoors, each
step you take can help countless
others across York Region with this
month’s Hike for Hospice.
Benefiting
Margaret
Bahen
Residential Hospice and Doane
House Hospice, this year’s Hike for
Hospice will take place between May
22 and May 29 and there’s still time
to get involved.
The fun fundraiser gets underway
next Tuesday, May 17, with a virtual
kickoff event before participants are
encouraged to get out into their own
neighbourhoods to collect pledges
and get active for the cause.
“Participants can do their hike,

walk, roll, run or stroll – whatever it
is they want to do – between May 22
and May 29,” says Hospice’s Jennifer
Adams. “One member last year did
paddleboarding so I think this year
he’s [getting involved] by getting
into his kayak. We’re hearing more
also about people who are doing it in
groups – maybe it is their colleagues
who work at the same place who are
going to participate together, we have
family members who are going on
their own to walk, family members
who are gathered in memory of a
loved one impacted by hospice, and
different forms of groups getting
together.”
This year, both hospices have come
together to set a shared Hike for
Hospice fundraising goal of $95,000,
so every step counts.
“We receive government funding
of about $1.1 million each year,”

Ms. Adams explains. “However, the
cost to operate our hospices is just
over $1.8 million. We need to raise
$750,000 to $800,000 per year to
maintain the current operations for
both of our hospices. Our hospices
are free of charge for families to
access, so there are no fees to come
and stay at our residential hospice or
[to] access programs through Doane
House. That is a major push for us
every year with fundraising.
“As we look to the future this year
and in years to come, there are things
our residential hospice in particular
that need to be replaced. We’re in our
fifth year of operations and we have
a number of things that will need
to be replaced in the next couple of
years. For example, our hospice beds
– those will need to be replaced in the
next little while and those will likely
cost about $100,000 to do all ten

beds. We’re trying to replace all our
patio furniture this year, which makes
it a welcoming space for families to
visit on their private patios. We need
to earmark some funds for the cost
of replacing those types of items as
well.”
Hospice care is an essential service,
she adds, and palliative care is one
that many people don’t really know
about until they need it.
Both hospices are “committed
to helping the full family,” not just
individuals who might be actively
receiving treatment for a lifethreatening illness or in need of endof-life care; it’s to help the whole
family navigate very difficult waters
and even endure the grief and
bereavement process.
“We’re not just involved with
families for a short period, we’re
available for many years as they
need it,” says Ms. Adams. “Being in
hospice is a welcoming environment
and a place where families can not
worry about the day-to-day care of
their loved ones, knowing that that is
being taken care of by our registered
nurses, practical nurses, and our
palliative care team, including
PSWs. They can just purely focus on
spending time with their loved one
and creating memories that will last
forever for them.
“We are so grateful to be part
of this community. We are always
honoured to be able to share in a
small part of a family’s journey and
be able to provide whatever comfort
and care they need in that moment
and for the years to come. It is such
an honour.”
For more on this year’s Hike for
Hospice event, or about Margaret
Bahen Residential Hospice and
Doane
House
Hospice,
visit
myhospice.ca.
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Students sought out opportunities to contribute

Students Claire Johnson, left, and Emily Peelar received their 2022 Give Back Awards at from Neighnbourhood Network’s Erin Cerenzia at Magna’s Aurora Headquarters during National Volunteer Week.
Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Campbell Amusements Presents the
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2022 Give Back Award
winners recognized
by Neighbourhood
Network
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Despite uncertainty on whether their
education would continue in person or
virtually, local students continued to
seek opportunities to contribute to their
school communities and the world
around them.
Those that went the extra mile
were recently honoured by Magna’s
Neighbourhood Network with the
2022 Give Back Awards.
Established as grants to recognize
students
for
their
community
contributions rather than their
academic work, the money received
by each student is to further their postsecondary work, wherever that path
may lead.
“Within schools, committees and
clubs still exist; whether that was a

virtual scenario or when they were able
to return to school, a lot of the kids who
were engaged in their student councils,
on the various committees helped run
the different programs and events
within the school,” says Neighbourhood
Network manager Erin Cerenzia.
“Of course, Neighbourhood Network
has run a whole bunch of volunteer
opportunities as well and I think it is a
mix [of recipients this year] who already
have a long-standing connection with
the charity or the organization they
are supporting, so they were able to get
back in and be part of that group of
volunteers to return as restrictions were
lightened.
“It was really nice to see that the
charities were able to welcome kids
back to in-person volunteering and I
think it is just their commitment that
they have found ways, whether virtual
or in person, to get involved and
continue volunteering throughout the
pandemic.”
Last week, The Auroran introduced
you to four of this year’s honourees.
The
series
continues
this
week with another set of four
Continued on page 13

Briefly
HELP SHAPE
AURORA’S FIRE PLAN

At the Magna Centre

800 Mulock Drive Newmarket

Thursday May12
to Sunday May 15

Central York Fire Services (CYFS) is seeking feedback from Aurora and Newmarket
residents to help guide and improve their services. Residents can complete an online survey
open May 10 to 24, 2022. The community’s feedback will help inform the creation of the
CYFS’ 10-year Fire Master Plan (FMP) which will guide the department in providing
effective and efficient fire protection and emergency services to the two communities it
serves as they grow. “For the past 20 years, Central York Fire Services has been providing
fire protection, prevention and emergency services in Newmarket and Aurora,” says Central
York Fire Services Fire Chief, Ian Laing. “Our communities are growing and so too must
our services to protect and educate our residents. The Fire Master Plan will provide the
strategic direction to grow with our towns.” Central York Fire Services (CYFS) currently
provides service to an estimated 151,000 residents in the Town of Aurora and Town of
Newmarket. CYFS is preparing for growth and responding to the modern needs and realities
of the municipalities it serves. As the Town’s population and density continue to increase,
there is a requirement to maintain the balance of the communities’ needs with fiscal
responsibility. Aurora residents can share their feedback at their Town’s engagement
hub at engageaurora.ca.
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to community despite uncertainty, closures

Students Julia Scolamiero, left, and Allyson Surgenor received their 2022 Give Back Awards from Neighbourhood Network’s Erin Cerenzia at Magna’s Aurora Headquarters during National Volunteer Week.
Auroran photos by Brock Weir

From page 12

outstanding students:
CLAIRE JOHNSON
Sir William Mulock
Secondary School
“Claire has dedicated many volunteer
hours to her school and community. She
is part of her school’s Athletic Council,
where she assisted with planning
intramural sports, tournaments, school
clothing sales, year-end banquets,
and became involved with their
annual Relay for Life event. Claire is
very passionate about baseball. She
volunteer coaches for multiple teams
where she supports player development
and acts as a role model for younger
females in a male-dominated sport.
In 2022, Claire was the only Ontario
Women’s Baseball player named to the
National ‘Prospects’ team, signifying
her as an up-and-coming baseball
player in Canada. After graduation,
Claire will be attending Sir Wilfrid
Laurier University to pursue a
Bachelor’s degree in Health Sciences.
She has tried out for the Men’s Baseball
Team at Laurier to continue her
baseball journey and push for gender
equity in sports. Claire’s goal is to one
day attend medical school and become
a practicing physician, specializing in
pediatrics.”

Socks for Souls. Emily has continuously
worked to make King City Secondary
School and her community at large a
better place.”
JULIA SCOLAMIERO
Aurora High School
“Julia has a great interest in working
with children, youth, and those with
disabilities. She finds great joy in helping
others in the community, school, and
beyond. Some of her volunteer efforts
include performing in a jazz band,
shoveling snow for seniors, serving
food to the homeless, and serving as
a camp counselor. Julia is currently a
Lifeguard and Swim Instructor for the
Town of Aurora, where she has the
privilege of teaching children of all
ages and abilities the fundamental life
skills for safety in water. Her volunteer
and work experiences have shaped
Julia into a resilient, hard-working, and
compassionate individual. Julia will be
heading off to university to study Health
Sciences in hopes of pursuing a career
in the healthcare field, specifically in
mental health.”

ALLYSON SURGENOR
Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School
“In all Allyson does, the kindness,
sense of purpose and collaborative
nature of her leadership shines
EMILY PEELAR
through. Allyson has volunteered as
King City Secondary School
a leader or participant in Blue Door
“Born and raised on a farm, Emily Shelter’s Coldest Night of the Year,
has learned the value of hard work Change for Change, Light the Night,
and perseverance. Those core values, Terry Fox Run, Well-Being Team,
childhood roots, and experiences and the Williams Peer Mentor Team.
shaped her into the person she is today She has successfully fundraised for
– a very active school and community holiday drives, Blue Door, MS Society
volunteer. Emily was President of of Canada, and Yellow Brick House.
her school’s Empowered Student Allyson was also involved in leading a
Partnership Team, Head Mentor of the project dedicated to raising awareness
Mentorship Program, and volunteered for Anti-Black Racism in her school
countless hours coaching the Curling and community. In her spare time,
Team. Within her community, Emily Allyson plays soccer, volleyball, rugby,
supports local charities such as and volunteers teaching swimming
Belinda’s Place and Yellow Brick House lessons. She enjoys going to the gym
by hosting awareness campaigns and and spending time with friends,
fundraising events like Candy Cane family, and her fur family - two pups
Sales, Colour to Conquer Cancer, and named Milo and Bean.”
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Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill Votes 2022

Liberal candidate Kasirlou focused on health,
affordability and community

Oak Ridges resident Marjan Kasirlou is carrying the Ontario Liberal banner in Aurora-Oak RidgesRichmond Hill.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

As a registered nurse, Oak Ridges
resident Marjan Kasirlou has been a vocal
advocate to politicians on the importance
of healthcare and those working within the
system.
Now, as Ontarians head to the polls on
June 2, she is hoping to take this advocacy
to the next level be the community’s
voice at Queen’s Park as the Provincial
Liberal candidate for Aurora-Oak RidgesRichmond Hill.
“When I become elected, my goal is
to serve people based on the needs of the

community,” she says. “My engagement in
the political arena started as a professional
with the Registered Nurses’ Association of
Ontario. We were so vocal in terms of the
policies we need to have in communities to
help our communities be healthy. To me,
as a nurse, I think the best thing we can do
is prevent some of the complications that
ended up filling our hospitals with patients;
rather, we can provide more prosperous
policies to help people strive and also keep
them safe and keep them healthy.”
Some of the main elements of health,
she says, are providing proper housing and
improving the environment. On this front,
the issue of affordability is top of mind as
she goes door to door.
“We can’t have healthy communities if

we have people living in poverty,” says Ms.
Kasirlou, who came to Canada from Iran.
“Society can be healthy if we consider
people’s overall social determinants of
health, education, housing, income, safety
in the community and the environment.
All of them go hand in hand. The gaps in
society are really getting bigger and bigger.
We have some people living in poverty
and that is one of the big areas we need to
invest in.
“For people who are working parttime,
they don’t have access to equitable pay. We
are forgetting about equity and payment to
individuals. We have some gig workers who
don’t have any benefits. I have seen patients
who didn’t fill in their prescriptions because
they had to pay their bills, rent or put food
on the table for kids, so they denied their
health. It is really heartbreaking.”
Being “mindful” of spending and
income is important in lifting people out
of poverty, and that includes fostering an
environment where housing is once again
more affordable.
“We need to provide more homes that
are affordable,” she says. “Right now, I
am so concerned about the application of
MZOs (Ministerial Zoning Orders) by the
Ford government. “Cities and Councils are
working hard to have a proper plan on how
many buildings we need, how many jobs
we need, and where we can have industrial
places. We need to be conscious about
where we’re building and how many units
are in each location.”
The issue of affordability also extends to
in-home care for the senior population.
More needs to be done to create a “safety
net” so elders are able to age in place in the
communities they call home, she says.
“We have a lot of seniors in the
community and these people have
served Ontario for their entire lives,” she
says. “Now they need us. I think it is our
responsibility to provide this safety net
for them to live in a place they love. The

majority of the people we have seen in
the community, they love to be in their
own community and this has benefits both
for the people as well as their family and
society in general.
“We’re going to invest more on having
community-oriented living for elders.
Instead of having 500 individuals in longterm care, we can [lower that number].
I think we need places like long-term
care facilities for individuals who cannot
[receive] the service in the community but
we have to have different layers of care for
individuals.”
These are issues that have been close to
Ms. Karislou’s heart for many years, and
they are the issues she has advocated for to
the powers-that-be. Now, she wants a voice
on the table on behalf of the community
she calls home.
“After a couple of years of advocacy,
I felt enough was enough,” she said of
pressing the incumbent government on
the issue of healthcare. “We did a lot of
research, spent a lot of time talking to
politicians and we didn’t see any outcome
out of it. The best bet is for someone with
a healthcare background being at Queen’s
Park and talking about these policies.
“We need to have healthcare
practitioners at Queen’s Park. I believe
we can do better and I do believe with
the knowledge and expertise I bring from
the healthcare sector [and] the needs of
each individual, I think I could be a really
amazing voice for Aurora-Oak RidgesRichmond Hill.
“This campaign is a learning journey
and I love it because I learn every single
second – in the campaign office working
or out knocking on doors. Talking to
individuals at the doors I see firsthand what
the issues are for our society and it makes
me more conscious about what is needed
in Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill. I
believe good government is government
that listens.”

50’ Estate Homes from $3M
Nestled on a private cul-de-sac surrounded by wooded grounds,
a rare and remarkably well-crafted collection of just 12 prestigious
heritage-inspired estate-style homes awaits. Infused with the
luxury and grace Kleinburg is renown for, these homes offer a
reﬁned modern retreat just minutes from the urban delights of
this graciously preserved and culturally vibrant heritage village.

Find Your Gem in Kleinburg
Illustration is an artist’s concept only. Prices are subject to change without notice. E.&O.E.

Reserve Now

StateViewHomes.com
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Celebrating “Mom” in Style
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Families flocked to Hillary House National Historic Site on Sunday for a special Mother’s Day Tea hosted by the Aurora Historical Society. Featuring teatime favourites catered by the Ladies Auxiliary of the Aurora
Legion, patrons were seated throughout the landmark building. Clockwise from top left: Chris, Carol and Rachel; Flo and Mary Lou; Damona, Laurie and Claire; The AHS Team; Jennifer, Carol, Sarah and Em;
Maria and Michelle.
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

ELECT

Dr. Sylvain

ROY

As Your MPP for Newmarket—Aurora
SylvainRoy.OntarioLiberal.ca

DrSylvainRoy
@DrSylvainRoy
SylvainRRoy
Authorized by the CFO for the Newmarket—Aurora PLA
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Making people better
looking since 2002.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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Now Open Online
Flooring Store.
Visit us at

SECTION B

www.ﬂoorsdirectnorth.ca
Your friendly local flooring experts

Sports • News • Coming Events
Classifieds • At Your Service
Vol. 22 No. 30 905-727-3300

TheAuroran.com

NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.
Unit 1, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7B3

T: 905-235-4400 | F: 905-235-4411
Inquiries@ﬂoorsDirectnorth.ca

FREE Week of May 12, 2022

CMCA
AUDITED

York United take out Forge FC in CPL
semifinals rematch
alongside Dominick Zator and the
two, held the backline all night long.
The Nine Stripes were also without
midfield-engine Max Ferrari, who was
also out.
Despite being down a few key
players, the boys found a way to beat
Forge FC for their second win of the
season.
“Yeah, unbelievable goal. My heart
went… I don’t know where it went
when he did that dummy, I was like
‘Just put it in the net,’” head coach of
York United, Martin Nash, joked after
the game.
“Unbelievable
dummy.
Great
confidence. And that’s what we’ve
seen from Seba (Sebastian) he’s a great
player. He’s got good technique. He’s a
great finisher.”
Earlier in the week, York United
kicked off the Canadian Championship
preliminary round against Atletico
Ottawa.
Their next league match comes
against Valour FC this Sunday. Kickoff is at 5.00 p.m.

B

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted
legal advice since 1983

PS
Plumbing Service
EST. 1972

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

905-727-3210

www.bobsplumbing.ca
Sebastian Gutiérez
Contributed photo

De Rosario.
Gutiérrez faked the shot, sending
Magic is, of course, the art of Samuel sliding across the penalty area
deception.
and swung the ball to his left side, only
What else can make your eyeballs to fake the shot again sending Henry to
bulge out of your head? Like when the ground before tucking the ball into
magicians saw someone in half, cause the corner.
you to stare and then, in the blink of an
“The Colombian-Spanish hips came
eye, piece that human being right back out for sure. He faked me and I was at the
together?
half-line, I thought he was going to shoot
In
York
United’s
wonderful and he didn’t and he rolled it in,” said
performance against Forge FC last York United midfielder Jordan Wilson in
Friday, who knew United midfielder the post-match press conference.
Sebastian Gutiérrez had a little Harry
“I’ve seen him do that many times in
Houdini in him?
training. It’s just nice to see it come to
The Colombian attacking midfielder, fruition in a game. And I think that’s just
who joined the club in 2020, had a nice a product of our overall performance.
little magic trick prepared for Forge I think we wanted it a bit more than
FC defender Dominic Samuel and them.”
goalkeeper Triston Henry. It was called:
Earlier in the week, York United
fake it and he’ll drop.
stalwart Roger Thompson picked up an
In the 79th minute of the match, injury that would sideline the defender
Auroran Sports
Page Base
Bar 2022.qxp_Layout
1 2022-04-07
3:40 match.
PM Page Wilson
1
Gutiérrez
played
a one-two
with Osaze
from this
took his place
By Robert Belardi

METRO WIDE

PAVING

36
Since 1986

& INTERLOCK LTD

Caring For Our Community newroads.ca

Asphalt Driveways & Parking Lots

WINNER

2020 2021 2022
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LEAH'S LETTER
provides life-saving services and
its fight against Russia’s invasion, the prevention programs to women and
government has extended and expanded children impacted by violence.
At the Aurora Home Show, hosted by
Operation UNIFIER, the Canadian
our
active Chamber of Commerce, I had
Armed Forces’ military training and
capacity-building mission in Ukraine. the privilege of seeing the showcase of
$500 million is being invested in new wonderful businesses in Aurora.
On Earth Day, my team, some
support for military aid. Funding includes
volunteers,
and I helped with the Aurora
cameras for their drones, which are being
manufactured here in Ontario, and Clean Up. We were happy to see the
assistance with training and maintenance garbage bags fill up.
Two Coffee and Chats were held in
to aid them in fighting against Russia’s
April,
where I had the opportunity to
military. We are also working with our
international partners and allies to speak with many constituents. The next
send even more military equipment to Coffee and Chat will be on May 28,
10.30 to 12 noon at the Town Park in
them.
All levels of government and many Aurora (look for the Leah Taylor Roy
groups across Canada are helping to van). Hope to see you!
provide services to assist Ukrainians
Keeping in Touch  
coming to Canada. A comprehensive
Our
office
is now open for in-person
listing of services available and how you
can assist with these efforts is available visits. If you would like to have a meeting
on the York Region website at york.ca. with myself or a staff member, we still
An information session is being hosted require you to provide your vaccine
May 26 at 7 p.m. by York Region Local passport or take a rapid test. Please let us
Immigration Partnership and COSTI know if you would like us to wear a mask.   
  
to explain how you can get involved.
I am eager to continue connecting with
Register at york.ca.
the
community. If there is an event you
Lawmakers in Canada’s House of
Commons recently adopted a motion would like to have me promote or attend,
recognizing that Russia is committing please contact our office by email leah.
acts of genocide against the Ukrainian taylorroy@parl.gc.ca or call 905-773-8358. Our
people. This was an important and office is located at 12820 Yonge St. Suite 202 (at
decisive action by the government in the corner of Yonge St. and Estate Gardens Dr. in
Richmond Hill).
support of Ukraine.
  
From page 5

Sports Hall of Fame aims
to expand membership
By Robert Belardi

The Aurora Sports Hall of Fame has
amended their General Bylaw with the
hopes of increasing membership.
The announcement, which came at the
organization’s Annual General Meeting, is
an outreach to the local community that
anybody can now register for a membership
with the Hall of Fame at no charge.
“We found in the past that we’ve been
quite restricted with what we can do
and what we’re able to do within our
organization and community because
our members right now, in terms of our
bylaw, are really just the people around
the boardroom table. Those are our
members,” said President and Chair of the
Hall of Fame Javed Khan.
“We’ve regrouped as an organization
and as a Board, that we’ve got a very small
net that we can capture. We would like to
increase the net, so we can capture more
opportunities for nominations, volunteers
and possible revenue opportunities, [and]
attendees to our events including the
induction celebration evening. We took that
to a vote at our Board and it was approved.”
The Aurora Sports Hall of Fame,
which began under the Strategic Plan
development under Sport Aurora in 2011,
came into inception in 2013 thanks to
a $192,500.00 grant from the Ontario

At Home in Aurora  

  Aurora is a vibrant community and
there are events for everyone in many
settings. I enjoyed being able to take part
in some of the events.
The Aurora Farmers’ Market and
Artisan Fair opened on May 7 – a sure
sign that spring is here. I was happy to be
there to celebrate its 20th anniversary and
to shop local.
My sisters and I attended the virtual
fundraiser for the Yellow Brick House
again this year.
Yellow Brick House in York Region

Trillium Foundation.
Since its inception, the Hall of Fame
has recognized people who have resided
in Aurora or who were originally from
the Town, who have contributed to sports
and have made significant impacts in the
community.
With 38 honoured members in the
hall right now, the Hall of Fame is seeking
a method to get the community more
involved and the membership involvement
is not strictly limited to sports organizations.
“Why not make every single sport
organization in the community and other
related organizations our members for
free? Because there is no better resource
for determining historical sports figures
to Aurora, than going right through the
membership themselves,” said Non-Voting
Officer Gerry Miller.
“Whenever we had an event, such as
the Stanley Cup coming to Aurora and we
partnered with the Town, we needed to be
able to go through all those organizations
and this permits that. It’s our next step in
our evolution to become a true widespread
community organization, like other
organizations in the Town are.”
If you are interested in becoming a
member of the Hall of Fame, you may
contact Khan directly to learn more.
He may be reached at president@
aurorashof.ca.

SCHOOL
PROUD
Students from Hartman Public
School last weekend were busy
volunteering their time cleaning
up roadside garbage around
the school and the surrounding
area. Teachers say the “kids were
pleased that they made the school
and community more beautiful.
Our
next
generations
are
starting to build up the future.”
Photo courtesy of
Andrew Liu

125 Mary St. Aurora
905-841-2333
TilemasterCanada.com

Tiles Outside?
You Bet!
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Community Tree Planting kicks off busy – and
colourful – spring for Arboretum

Participating in the Aurora Community Arboretum’s Community Tree Planting Day were Nina, Michelle, Alexis, Steve, Winnie and Lori.
Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Armed with shovels, soil and seedlings,
volunteers set out from Optimist Park
over the weekend to help the Aurora
Community Arboretum plant nearly
500 trees and shrubs.
The first community planting day
to be held since the start of the global
pandemic, it’s the start of a busy season
ahead for the volunteer-led greenspace,
one which includes new initiatives and
building on ones that rolled out as the
fall wound down.
“For the past two years we haven’t been
able to have this at all due to COVID,”
says Irene Clement of the Arboretum.
“We have had to have such constraints,
small groups, and not being able to go
out to our normal volunteer base, so it is
really nice to be able to welcome people

back.”
People coming back to the Arboretum
this spring will be welcomed by a
symphony of colour.
By the time volunteers arrived
to participate in the planting, the
Arboretum’s Field of Gold – an expanse
of thousands of daffodils – was reaching
its zenith, ready to give way to Flora
Aurora, the Arboretum’s collection
of flowering trees and shrubs that has
become a landmark of Lambert Willson
Park.
“Flora Aurora goes all around the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex, from
the Soccer Dome to where the baseball
diamonds are,” says Ms. Clement. “We
have flowering trees and shrubs that come
out at different times; it’s not like having
1,000 lilacs, it’s better because every
week you have something that is starting
to bloom. Some of the magnolias come
out quite early and they are spectacular,

and we have so many kinds of flowering
crab apples and all kinds of shrubs – 350
different species of flowering trees and
shrubs.
“People can start watching that and
go back and see what’s in bloom because
you will see something different – and
you might be surprised by what you
find!”
While Flora Aurora is something
that can be enjoyed by anyone walking
through the Aurora Community
Arboretum, if you want to explore with
a guide, a special Bird Walk will be led by
the Arboretum on May 28 at 8 a.m.
“Our guide is an excellent birder,” says
Ms. Clement, of the walk which will take
participants throughout the Arboretum
space. “If you’re a bird enthusiast or
want to learn something about birds,
or are picking it up as a hobby and you
don’t have a clue on where to look and
what it might be, it is great for beginners

as well as advanced. Anyone who has
an interest in learning about birds or
increasing their knowledge about birds,
it’s one of the best ways to go out with
an experienced birder who can tell you
all about it.”
The birdlife in the Aurora Community
Arboretum recently got a hand-up this
past February when volunteers installed
a floating nesting platform for trumpeter
swans in the centre of the large
stormwater pond near the Arboretum’s
Hollandview Trail entrance.
Later this year it is hoped that,
weather permitting, they can finally
install an observation shelter for park
users to observe the swans at the same
pond, a project that hit a weather snag
last season.
The swans aren’t the only ones set
to get a lift at the Arboretum in 2022.
Plans for the late summer include the
construction of a frog pond close to its
northern boundary near the Town’s
leash-free dog park.
“We have to work with the Lake
Simcoe Region Conservation Authority
[to realize this],” says Ms. Clement. “It’s
an area that is low and marshy. It’s too
wet right now [for construction] and that
will be more of a late summer project
when the area dries up somewhat.”
Once complete, the Arboretum
hopes the frog breeding pond will have
a “dipping platform” that will allow kids
to get up close to the action and serve as
an educational resource.
“The Arboretum is a great natural area
to go and explore,” says Ms. Clement.
“But, with summer, it will be nice for
bicyclists to be cautious. There are a
lot of people who use the trails, so just
be aware to not go fast; slow down and
enjoy the flowers, the trees, and watch
out for pedestrians and enjoy nature.”
For more information about upcoming
Arboretum events, including the Bird Walk, visit
auroraarboretum.ca.

WE BRING MORE “YES” TO YOUR PROJECT
When it comes to tackling any project, having the right tools can make a huge difference.
With more than 14,000 types of equipment available for rent, Sunbelt Rentals is here to
help you Make It Happen. Easily reserve what you need online or by phone. Curbside
pick-up is available. Don’t know exactly what you need? Let our team help.
800-667-9328 or sunbeltrentals.com
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Cycle Aurora gets residents peddling for the community
From page 1

communities and visiting local businesses
in a safe and healthy way, proved to be fun
for the whole family.
Now that public health restrictions have
eased and there’s the feeling of normalcy
in the air, organizers have brought Cycle
Aurora back for another spin, adapted to
the changing times.
Featuring dozens of challenges, points
to collect, and prizes to be won, Cycle
Aurora 2022 launches Saturday, May
21, at Town Park in conjunction with the
Aurora Farmers’ Market.
Participants who have registered by
Thursday, May 19, will have the chance
to pick up their free Cycle Kit at the
market and take part in a group ride
around Aurora’s historic downtown core,
departing Town Park at 1.30 p.m.
Come June 1, the race will be on to
complete challenges, amass points, earn
prizes and, of course, bragging rights.
“Explore Aurora while enhancing your
cultural connection with interesting cycle
destinations,” say organizers. “There are
a variety of cultural points of interest
predetermined throughout Aurora. We’ve
put together more than 45 challenges that
will get you out exploring our beautiful
Town by bike.”
Cycle Aurora is the brainchild of
Jen Sault-Turla, a citizen member of
the Town’s Environmental Advisory
Committee.
Looking for ways for the community
to stay active with a sense of togetherness
when such opportunities were rare, she
said the level of feedback last year was
such there was no question of not bringing
the event back for 2022.
“Everyone really enjoyed completing
our missions using the GooseChase app,”
she says. “We took their feedback on what
kinds of missions they enjoyed the best and
we’re creating some new, exciting missions
this year, building on the ones people really
enjoyed completing last year. Some of the
favourites were supporting local businesses

This illustration was created by Maddie Petit following the inaugural Cycle Aurora last year. If you look closely ahead of this year’s event,
you’ll see her artistic eye captured several local landmarks – and suggests a few activities as well.
Contributed photo

or to do something different by bike, like
going to pick up a coffee, or going to get
takeout and going for a picnic.
“We’re going to do more missions that
include an element of geocaching and
we’re going to build some new ones this
year that are like mystery missions where
we’ll give people a riddle to solve in order
to figure out what the destination is. That
adds another bit of fun as well.”
Another facet that is being built upon
is the number of kid-friendly challenges
within Cycle Aurora.
“The feedback was great with ideas for
other missions,” she says. “That’s the nice
thing about this event, too – because it is
month-long, we can build out so many
different missions there is really something

for everyone and we can take that input
and constantly add new missions that
people are looking for. We’re also building
on the prizing we did last year, which
included some goodies for the kids, fun
things to decorate their bikes, and things
like that – and then, of course, there’s the
bragging rights of doing the most missions
and getting the most points.”
“Why not give it a try?” she adds,
considering a pitch for potential new
participants. “It is free to sign up and
there’s no obligation whatsoever. You can
just sign up to check out what the missions
are all about and see if any of them sound
fun to you. It is just something that is a free
activity that you can do on your own time
at your own pace. If you are just looking

for a fun activity on a Saturday afternoon,
it is a great way to scroll through the
missions that are there and give you an
idea of something new to try out.”
Cycle Aurora 2022 will kick off with a
group ride on Saturday, May 21, leaving
Town Park at 1.30. In addition to the
ride, prizes will be awarded to young
participants for the best decorated twoand three-wheelers. Pre-registration is
required and must be completed by May
19 in order to get a Cycle Aurora kit. For
more information, including registration,
visit aurora.ca/cycleaurora.
Cycle Aurora is sponsored by, among
others, the Region of York, Trek Bikes,
Geranium Homes, and Desjardins
Insurance.
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Farmers’ Market opens for 20th anniversary season

The Aurora Farmers’ Market opened its 20th anniversary season on Saturday with an array of local farmers, artisans and food vendors. The Market takes place at Town Park each Saturday through October
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Among those participating in the opening day were (clockwise from top left): Optimist Club of Aurora’s Bonnie, Theresa and Taylor offered books in a fundraiser; Michelle, Sandy, Teresa
and Andrew brought an environmental message; Megan, Natalie and dog Lila; Miguell and Vicky; Lynda, Lisa, Allen and Paul – with dog Lando; Arsalan, Myra and Caleb.
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Briefly
AURORA MAN CHARGED IN HUMAN
TRAFFICKING INVESTIGATION
A 28-year-old Aurora man is facing multiple charges in relation to a human trafficking investigation.
Toronto Police Service’s Human Trafficking Enforcement Team began the investigation in March.
Police state: “It is alleged that: a woman met a man on an online dating platform and began an
intimate relationship; he procured her to work in the sex trade and trafficked her throughout the
Greater Toronto Area and in Montreal, Quebec; he forced her to turn over all the money she earned
while working in the sex trade to him; he withheld her identification; he forced her to marry a man;
he used deception, false promises and assaults to exercise control over her actions and movements,”
say Police. On Wednesday, April 27, 2022, investigators from the Toronto Police Service, Human
Trafficking Enforcement Team, arrested a man in the City of Richmond Hill. Members subsequently
executed a Criminal Code Search Warrant at a residence in Aurora. Saman Rezvani, 28, of Aurora,
has been charged with: Trafficking in Persons by Recruiting; Trafficking in Persons by Exercising
Control; Financial/Material Benefit from Trafficking of Persons Over 18; Withholding Documents in
Relation to Trafficking in Persons Over 18 CC 279.03(1); Procuring, Recruiting or Exercising Control;
Procuring, Recruiting or Exercising Control; Material Benefits from Sexual Services; Advertising
Another Person’s Sexual Services; Assault; Assault/Choking; Fraud Not Exceeding $5000 CC 380
(1) (b); Fraud Not Exceeding $5000 CC 380 (1) (b); Possession of Proceeds of Crime Under $5000.”
He appeared in court at Old City Hall Court on Friday, April 29, 2022. The charges have not been
proven. “Police would like to encourage all affected individuals to come forward and report Human
Trafficking occurrences to police,” say Police. “We want to make sure that everyone has access to
support services and an exit strategy, regardless of their decision to proceed criminally.”

Value beyond numbers

Partners in

Brian Roberts

Your Business

CPA, CGA, LPA

Call us at

905.727.8046

or visit

www.robertscpa.ca

This
week
at
at a later date….they
General Committee,
cost even more! Costs
Council
discussed
for material, labour
the request for a
– they always go up.
funding increase at
Over the past two
Neighbourhood Park
decades we have seen
on Hartwell Way, for
multiple
important
which a total project
projects in Aurora
cost of $1.5M was
escalate in price due
originally approved
to “pausing” a project,
Mayor
in 2018.
or other delays. We
Tom Mrakas
In 2020, a Request
want to avoid this.
for Proposal (RFP)
While the cost of
was awarded, and in 2021 Council this project has gone up, as Council, we
directed staff to proceed. The winning need to ask ourselves some important
(lowest) bid was $2.1M (not including questions when considering whether
contingency).
to proceed. As a community, “Do
It should be noted that the funds we want more green space?”, “Do we
to pay for the park come from what’s want more programable open spaces
called the “Cash in Lieu of Parkland” within our community?” I think the
reserve. This reserve (which will still answer is yes. The pandemic has
have a $14 million balance after this taught us many things. One being
park is built) is comprised of money that we need more outdoor amenities
that developers pay for future growth for our community.
in our community – specifically for
So, as a Council, we need to make
parks and/or recreation facilities.
a decision – not pause, delay or defer.
It should be noted that the ONLY Acknowledging the unlikeliness of a
thing the funds from this reserve reversal of inflation, “yes” or “no” –
can be used for are for parks and “Do we need this park?” If it is the
recreation; In other words, there is no right thing for our community then
impact to the tax levy for this project we need to go forward now.
as Council is drawing funds from a
If Council members do not agree,
reserve specifically designated to pay and thus do not support building a
for Parks and Recreation.
park in this location then they can vote
With
inflationary
pressures “no.” Pausing the project – delaying
(material, labour, supply chain etc.) it – does not save taxpayers money. It
there was an increase in cost.
will cost taxpayers even more money
Cost
increases
have
been at a later date, and in the interim,
commonplace in both public and denies the residents in that part of
private sector costs across the our community much needed green
province, with escalations averaging space.
near 40 per cent. So, unfortunately,
Council, in the majority, voted to
an increase in cost for this project is move forward. However, the decision
to be expected.
will need to be ratified at Council,
As a result of the increased cost, later in the month. I am hopeful this
some have suggested we pause the will be the case and we will have a new
project; and even though they support park for our residents to look forward
the park, they do not support the to and enjoy for many years to come.
spend and think we should defer the
As always, if you have any
project to a later date. I personally, do questions or concerns, please contact
not agree with this approach.
me by email tmrakas@aurora.ca or
We have seen what happens when by phone 905-726-4746. I am here
projects are paused and then restarted for you.

Getting
Things Done
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Edgewood Suites by FLATO Developments will have spacious STUDIO, ONEBEDROOM and TWO-BEDROOM RENTALS available right here in Grey
County’s Dundalk.
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Be surrounded by nature and close to everything you need in town. Stay in and
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Experience the lifestyle you’ve always dreamed about!
COMING SOON • REGISTER NOW
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Aurora’s Movies in the Park
summer series GETS EARLY START

Page 23

CROSSWORD

Aurora’s Movies in the Park summer series kicked off early on May 7 with Movies in the SARC, hosted
at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex. Featuring Disney’s “Luca”, the event featured fun for the
whole family. Among those taking part were (from top): Adam and son Jack; Maddie and Mia; Anna;
Leo, Nancy and Jaden; and the Kilpatrick and Tennen families; Cindy and Scarlett.
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Never be near lawnmowers, says War Amps CHAMP

Accidents can happen in the blink
of an eye.
When I was four years old, I was
playing outside when I slipped on the
grass and fell underneath a riding

lawn mower.
I lost my left leg below the knee.
I grew up in The War Amps Child
Amputee (CHAMP) Program, and
today, I help pass on the Association’s

Who is Doug Ford for? readers ask
From page 4

So far, 44 MZOs (Ministerial
Zoning Orders) were issued under the
guise of the Pandemic. Five were used
for the pandemic, but 18 were issued
on lands zoned for agricultural use or
natural heritage protection, affecting
an estimated 2000 acres of farmland.
(Auditor General Report)
The PC government spent $231
million eliminating renewable energy
programs. This would’ve helped to
lower electricity bills.
Ford promised to renegotiate
energy contracts and cut hydro bills by
12 per cent – he didn’t and bills went
up by 4.3 %. In contrast, Germany
avoided 221 million tons of carbon
dioxide using renewables instead of
fossil fuels.
Highway 413 that will save drivers
between 30 -60 seconds in their
commute could lead to 17.4 million
extra tons of greenhouse gas emissions
according to Environmental Defence.

Besides paving over essential
wetlands, agricultural lands, cutting
dangerously close to the watershed
from which we receive most of our
water, and taking valuable land away
from owners, the 413 will not help
us reach our environmental targets.
Ontario will be steamrolled just like
the lands on which the 413 Highway
project is destined to destroy.
If the tolls on the 407 were lowered
or eliminated, more drivers would use
it and congestion would be lowered
significantly.
The people who will benefit –
developers!
Do we really want to re-elect this
government that proclaims it is “For
the People”?

PLAYSAFE message. With lawn
cutting season here, I want every
kid across the country to know
they should never be around lawn
mowers.
I accept who I am today, but I
wouldn’t want anyone else to go
through what I did. I hope that by
sharing my story, it will prevent even

just one child from being injured.
If you would like to learn more
about how to play safely and hear
stories from other young amputees
like me who have lost limbs in
accidents, visit waramps.ca/playsafe.
Zoe Gottwald, 16
War Amps

Sharon Willan
Cathy Gross
Lenore Pressley
Kate Whittingham
Aurora
Dorothy Zajac
Newmarket
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Electrical Lights • Chandeliers
Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
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SKYLIGHTS
WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!
• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

& Renovating

Fencing
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Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
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Call Joe at any time
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SKYLIGHTS
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Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
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CARLING PROPANE INC.

Zonta
Landscaping

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
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PEST CONTROL

FREE
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15483 Yonge St., Aurora
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www.waterdepot.com

NOT EVERYONE

needs your services all the time,
but if you want to be there when they do
...advertise in Aurora’s
At Your Service Directory
Call 905-727-3300
Ext. 102
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You Ought To Know

OPENING MAY 11

MAY 28 – 29

Backstories: The Researching Artist as Traveller
& Interviewer, a solo exhibition by Andrew Cheddie
Sookrah and presented by the Aurora Cultural
Centre, exhibits paintings, drawings, and sculptures
taken from Sookrah’s life as both traveller and
artist. Recognized for his bright and expressive
technique, Sookrah takes us on a journey through
Haida Gwaii, Gros Morne, and many other places
– including the intimate solitaries of his studio
during a time of limited movement. To book your
free appointment to our Gallery on the 2nd floor
of Aurora Town Hall, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca

Last Night at the Proms by the York Symphony
Orchestra. Saturday, May 28 at 8 p.m. at Trinity
Anglican Church, Aurora, and Sunday, May 29
at 7.30 p.m. at the Richmond Hill Centre for the
Performing Arts. Join us for the great tradition
of the ever-popular performance of the best of
British music. Featuring Walton’s Crown Imperial,
Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance, Elgar’s Nimrod and
Pomp No. 1 Land of Hope & Glory and much
more! Tickets at www.eventbrite.ca , www.rhcentre.
ca or call 647-849-8403.

FRIDAY, MAY 20

The Aurora Cultural Centre Great Artist
Music Series presents Crozman and Chiu, Cello
& Piano; 7.30 p.m. at Trinity Anglican Church.
Acclaimed Canadian chamber musicians Cameron
Crozman and Philip Chiu perform in person with
their program including Spanish music inspired by
Crozman’s cello El Tiburon, a circa 1769 Spanish
cello attributed to Joannes Guillami, on loan from
Canada Council’s Instrument Bank. The program
features works from their highly acclaimed recording
of the same title by de Falla, Albéniz, Ponce, Huré,
and Ravel. Available live or live-streamed. Save
22% of live in-person tickets in ’22! For info, or to
book, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

The Aurora Cultural Centre presents TiKA,
in performance; 7.30 pm at St. Andrew’s College,
Wirth Theatre. Opening for the likes of John
Legend, appearing at SXSW and NXNE, the
Redbull Music Festival (Montreal), Luminato and
Pride Festivals in Toronto, TiKA and her band
present a soulful blend of jazz, R&B and funk.
Musician, artist, model, film composer, actor, DJ,
creator, activist – TiKA makes an impression on
everyone she encounters, and her joy is infectious.
Discover an exciting and up-and-coming Canadian
talent. Save 22% on tickets in ’22. For info, or to
book, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca

SATURDAY, MAY 28
The Aurora Community Arboretum will hold
a Spring Bird Walk from 9 – 11 a.m. led by Sara
Bowman. Spaces are limited. If interested, please
register at auroraarboretum.register@gmail.com.

THURSDAY, JUNE 2

growth, now our community is invited to come
together and celebrate her achievement with being
the longest reigning Monarch. Join us in Town Park
for greetings by the Town Crier, then take in an
incredible performance by the Aurora Community
Band, while enjoying complimentary scones with
jam and the Queen’s favourite Earl Grey tea. Be sure
to wear your party tea hat, prizes for the ladies with
the best party tea hat or fascinator. Don’t miss out in
joining us to celebrate in this historic milestone. For
more visit, aurora.ca/platinumjubilee.

SUNDAY, JUNE 5
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Punch
Needle Rug Hooking for Beginners One Day
Workshop (10 a.m. – 4 p.m.). A fun and easy
heritage form of rug hooking that creates delightful
textured designs on fabric, you will learn the basics
of this meditative craft that will surely become your
new favourite pastime! Leave this workshop with a
small-scale completed (or nearly completed) piece,
plus the skills to continue your creations. For Info/
registration details, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

****

SATURDAY, JUNE 4

The Aurora Lions and North Newmarket Lions
Clubs will host the annual Walk for Dog Guides
today beginning at 10 a.m. at Newmarket’s George
Richardson Park on Bayview Avenue. Registration
begins at 10 with the walk itself commencing at
11 a.m. Light lunch to follow the walk. For more
information, call 905-727-8285 or 905-252-7004.

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee will be celebrated
at Town Park today from 11 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
in an event hosted by the Town of Aurora. Our
Sovereign Queen Elizabeth II has supported
Canada’s triumphs and has witnessed Canada’s

Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les
ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones aux débutants
capables de converser) - qui cherchent à mettre

CONTINUING

en pratique leurs compétences Conversationnelle
en français. Over Zoom with a nominal fee of
$2.50. RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagezle-francais. For more information, email partagez.
york@outlook.com.

****
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full
Circle Program textile recycling and donation
program. In the current COVID climate, a greater
number of people are wanting to donate or get
rid of unwanted items, increasing the need for
more outlets being available to receive the items.
This program will provide a convenient way for
people to donate or get rid of used/unwanted
clothing, blankets, linens and furniture and will
help lessen the amount of items ending up in
landfills. Materials that were previously perceived
as waste will now be seen as a valuable resource
further encouraging redistribution. The items will
be recycled in the following ways: To be given to
individuals who are survivors of violence and are
transitioning from shelters into new homes; To be
sold in our store; To be sold to a textile recycler,
which makes for an ongoing source of funding for
Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their services
to the thousands of people that require them each
year. When and Where: Monday and Wednesday,
every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 30-minute time
slots – only 1 drop off per time slot. If you do
not have an appointment, we cannot accept your
donation. The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located
at 1208 Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear
unloading dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your
drop off time slot.

HELP WANTED

Think you can sell?
Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for
the annual rental campaign.
• Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign.
• Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment
collection for newly rented units.
• Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units
EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers
DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Work well in results based environment
• Goal Oriented
• Great Personal Skills
• Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate
• Marketing and/or Communication
education would be a great ﬁt
COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:
employment@londonprop.com

COST CONTROL (ONTARIO)
JOB ID# 22001
LOCATION: King City, Ontario
REPORTS TO: Cost Control Supervisor
POSITION OVERVIEW: The position will perform Cost Control functions.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Receive timesheets from field Supervisors. Depending on location of projects, crews may be
located in various provinces across Canada
• Review timesheets for accuracy, including cost allocations
• Determine and calculate, where applicable, travel and living allowances
• Input data into spreadsheets and submit to meet weekly Payroll deadlines
• Identify billable items, code for accounting purposes and input into cost tracking system
• Prepare and issue invoices to clients
• Follow up on Accounts Receivables
QUALIFICATIONS:
• Experience with Construction Trade Union agreements an asset
• Advanced computer skills, Excel and Word
• Accounting experience an asset
• Organized and detail oriented
• Able to multitask
• Able to work independently or as part of a team
• Strong English skills, verbal and written

Open to Canadian
residents only.
We thank all interested
applicants however only
those selected for an
interview will be
contacted.
Send resume to:
gpurdon@rbsomerville.com

SERVICES

WANTED

DEAD OR ALIVE

Canadian
Pickers
are once again touring the area!

Paying Cash for Coin Collections,
Silver & Gold Coins, Royal Can.
Mint Sets. Also buying Gold
Jewelry
We purchase rolls, bags or boxes of silver coins

PAYING HIGHEST PRICES

To arrange a free, discrete in-home visit
call Kellie at 1-778-257-9019

CARS WANTED

WANTED

CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED | FOR RENTFOR SALE | SERVICES
IN MEMORIAM | NOTICES | MISSING PETS...just about
anything! Call: 905-727-3300 EXT 102

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!
Porsche 356/911/912,
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have,
I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars.
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride
and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH.

Call David

905-367-7217
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We are growing
with our communities
to serve you better.
Positions available in Central and Southwestern Ontario:

Customer Service Representatives
General Labourers
Drill Operators
Data Entry

For more information please contact

craigh@nftctelecom.com
519-630-3989
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What you need to know
before you put your
house on the market

CRACKS IN THE PAVEMENT
You might not pay much attention to wear and tear on
your driveway, but appraisers will. They look for signs of
physical depreciation, so consider resealing the surface of
your driveway before you put your house on the market.
Large cracks and potholes on the driveway surface
raise a red flag in the appraisal process.

By Ann Duncan
Profession Real-Estate Broker

NO CURB APPEAL
If buyers drive by your home or decide to do a
walk-through, what they see at first glance makes a
difference. If your home is messy or unruly from the
outside – maybe it needs serious repainting – it could
sour a potential buyer’s experience.
At the very least, the lawn, walkway and driveway
should be cleared of any debris and look clean and tidy.
The front door along with the doorframe and window
trims should be freshly painted.

Preparing your home for sale is no
easy feat. Even if you’ve kept it in
relatively good condition over the
years, you have to ask yourself,
will buyers, real estate agents and
appraisers be wowed?
First impressions can impact your property’s value
and potentially make it harder to sell your home.
So that you don’t waste time and money, here is a
list of things that could negatively affect your home.
Consider these issues before putting your property
on the market.

AN UNKEPT YARD
Landscaping has the potential to increase home value
– according to the Appraisal Institute. But if you’ve let
your home’s lawn go, now is the time to roll up your
sleeves and bring out the gardening tools.
Dead or dying shrubbery should be removed and
replaced with healthy and lush plants, and there should
be no weeds anywhere on the property.

Just
Listed For Sale!
3 COBURN CRES New Tecumseth, Ontario, L0G1A0

Landscaping is also one of those hidden expenses
that come with building your own home.
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Even if your home’s lawn is in good condition,
landscaping too quirky or personal could hurt your
home’s appeal.
It can be a turnoff to buyers who might want to
develop the yard with their own style.
Similarly, large trees leaning over the house should
be trimmed back to avoid the risk of collapse onto
the roof.
A POOL
You might have spent many happy summers
enjoying your home pool, but don’t assume buyers
want to carry on the tradition. While some buyers see
a pool and envision warm summer days lounging on
a floaty, soaking up the rays, a majority of buyers won’t
even look at a home with a pool.
Why? Most buyers fear the maintenance, additional
insurance and general added expense that a pool demands.
However, luxury homes that sit on large properties
tend to do well with pools.

In the countless homes I have shown, I have yet to see a
perfect koi pond.
Although a koi pond does have the potential to improve home value, “Just please clean it before you try to sell.”
SIDING
At some point, you might have opted for aluminum
siding because it’s durable, repels bugs and insulates
your home. Unfortunately, it can work against you
when it comes time to sell.
Those looking to buy today prefer not to buy a house
with aluminum siding, as it can cheapen the appearance
of the house. I also noted that “houses with uglycoloured siding are challenging to sell.”
STREET TRAFFIC
Live on a busy street? It could negatively impact your
property’s value. Houses on, or that back up to, busy
thoroughfares generally have less value than the exact
same house would if it were in a more quiet spot.

A KOI POND
If you have a koi pond or other decorative body of
water on the property, ensure that it’s clean and pristine.

Continued on page 4
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Completely Upgraded/Renovated Beautiful
2 Story Home With Finished Basement. This Large
2 Story Home Offering 4+1 Beds, 3 Baths,
Eat-In Kitchen, Main Level Living & Dining And
Family Rooms, In-Ground Pool, Meticulous
Landscaping, Large Backyard Excellent For Entertaining,
Finish Basement W/1 Bedroom + Living-Room
+ Dining Room And Office Area.

KING

AVERAGE SALES PRICE

3 COBURN CRES, NEW TECUMSETH
My Professional Real Estate Services
Offer You Renovation And Repairs,
Moving, Cleaning, Home Design
And Staging, Advertising Your
Property To Local And International
Communities, Extensively Marketing
Your Property On Social Media,
Providing You With Professional
Videography, Pictures, Drone,
Flyers And Many More.

647-895-6355

www.AnnDuncan.ca

Ann
Duncan
Professional Real Estate Broker
Award-winning Highest
Achievement Diamond Award
Follow us on Instagram & Facebook
annduncan.ca

AVERAGE SALES PRICE

$1,512,429

$2,061,674

NUMBER OF SALES

NUMBER OF SALES

223 NEW LISTINGS

84 NEW LISTINGS

SALE TO LIST RATIO

SALE TO LIST RATIO

YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE

YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE

AVERAGE 11 DAYS ON MARKET

AVERAGE 16 DAYS ON MARKET

76

25

106%

101%

35.18%

34.89%

*The statistics provided were obtained from the Toronto Regional Real Estate Board’s Market Watch April 2022;
Summary of Existing Home Transactions for All Home Types + Focus on the MLS Home Price Index for Composite for York Region’s Aurora and King

We are seeing longer days on market and prices coming down over the last 4 weeks. Buyers are definitely
proceeding with more caution and watching carefully to see if holding off on purchasing will bring about a
more negotiable sales result. All things considered, sale prices are still higher than last fall and it remains a
good time to sell. The homes that are selling the fastest are those positioned as “best value”. Being sharp in
pricing strategy helps ensure homes are being sold in a fair number of days while still driving good results.
– Provided by Key Advantage Team Royal LePage RCR Realty
Susie Strom, Sales Representative
www.KeyAdvantage.ca | 905-836-1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca
* Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.

NEW OPPORTUNITY IN SHARON!

JUST LISTED IN SHARON!!

CALLING ALL INVESTORS!!!
LIFETIME

TITAN

ACHIEVEMENT

$1
,34

Brokerage

PLATINUM
AWARD

CHAIRMAN’S

AWARD

HALL OF

FAME

Independently Owned and Operated

00

8,0

00

9,0

,49

$2

00

8,0

,38

$1

Realtron Realty Inc.,

AWARD

A NITA KOTSOVOS
R E A L E S TAT E S A L E S R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

Lovely pride of ownership 3 + 2 bedroom family home on a
beautiful large 122 ft. x 123 ft. lot with cedar privacy hedge!!
Gorgeous huge family room addition with stone exterior and
amazing stone fireplace! Large eat-in kitchen overlooks mature
treed private back yard. Finished basement features large
recreation room w/woodstove, 2 bedrooms & bathroom!

Fabulous family home over 3100 square feet plus finished
basement w/walk up to 3 car garage! Over 1/2 acre south
exposure pie shaped lot w/mature trees! 4 large bedrooms,
4 bathrooms, oversized eat-in kitchen w/pantry has w/o to huge
deck overlooking gorgeous inground pool! Main floor office,
separate living/dining rooms & great family rm w/fireplace!

Prime location not far from Casa Loma & minutes to Bloor St.!
Wonderful investment opportunity features 3 separate apartments
with 3 Tenants with completely self contained units & separate
entrances & 3 laundry facilities too! Amazing cathedral ceilings &
exposed brick in 2nd floor unit plus large south facing backyard!
Wow - call Anita today!

Over 30 years of award-winning
real estate experience!
t:

905.898.1211

c:

416.520.3651

anitakotsovos@gmail.com
www. AnitaKotsovos.com
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Your King Township
You have likely seen the Ontario real
estate market hitting record highs
within the past two years.

Market Update

With the rise of COVID-19, work-from-home culture,
and the closing of businesses, we have seen many changes occur around us.
We will unpack the market shift from what we have
observed in the first quarter of 2022.
The Michele Denniston Team has twenty-plus years
of collective real estate experience in the King and
surrounding regions – and will use our expertise to illustrate
what we are seeing in our market today.

However, today we see this common strategy is no
longer effective as a listing strategy to sell homes.
This is because of the decrease in buyer demand.
Approximately 40% of new listings recently on the
MLS are re-lists from unsuccessful offer dates, there
simply isn’t the same number of motivated buyers as we
have seen in previous months.
Having to relist, often with a price adjustment to
reflect Sellers’ true intended price expectations, can be
problematic to sellers hoping to sell their homes quickly
and for the maximum price.
You will likely see a continued decrease in offer dates
as we move into the spring and summer markets, which is
advantageous for buyers.

SHIFTING TO A BUYER’S MARKET
It is no doubt home sellers have had a significant advantage in the market for the past few years.
For example, to purchase a starter townhome – buyers
are expected to dish out close to a million dollars in
the GTA.
We are now seeing an influx of available listings in
the resale inventory – and we expect sellers to slowly
surpass the number of buyers, causing a complete shift
from a seller’s market to a buyer’s market.

FEWER SHOWINGS
Agents across the GTA and Toronto are seeing a
notable decrease in showing requests. Open houses are
not receiving the same amount of traffic as we had become
accustomed to in January & February 2022, and there is
less buzz around new listings than we were once seeing.
Less buyer interest in a listing leads to fewer showings,
which in turn, is reflected in the number of offers submitted.
Given that there is less competition for buyers, sellers will
have to be open to more strategic pricing and marketing.

OFFER DATES ARE UNSUCCESSFUL
The industry was seeing offer dates exceptionally often
over the past few years.
With many sellers “holding for offers” paired with an
intense seller’s market, it was common to see listings
receiving 50+ offers.

CHANGES IN BANK OF CANADA INTEREST RATES
The Toronto Real Estate Board and other local boards
continue to see an increase in borrowing costs. Many
buyers are forced to reconsider their game plans when
faced with affordability and rising interest rates. There has
also been a 27 percent decrease in sales year-over-year

Aurora

...Approximately 40% of
new listings recently on
the MLS are re-lists from
unsuccessful offer dates...

workers off the job site and projects to stall. These weekly
delays in bargaining can set back framing and high-rise
development projects by months and even years,
depending on how long the strike lasts for the residential
construction industry.

compared to March 2022. It certainly appears that the
Bank of Canada is achieving its goal of slowing consumer
spending as it fights high inflation. Negotiated mortgage
rates rose sharply over the past four weeks, prompting
some buyers to delay purchasing. “It will be interesting
to see the balance the Bank of Canada strikes between
combatting inflation versus stunting economic growth as
we continue to recover from and pay for pandemic-related
programs,” said TRREB President Kevin Crigger. Last
month the Bank of Canada increased their rate by 50 basis
points (0.5%), which has contributed to the decrease in
sales over the past four weeks.

OUR ADVICE TO YOU
By working with an experienced real estate team committed to providing their clients with the most up-to-date
information, you as a buyer or seller are-bound-to have
a successful buying or selling experience. If you have
any questions about our market update or would like to
discuss your own real estate goals, our team is happy to
chat with you! Visit our office at 50 Doctor Kay Dr. Unit C-22
in Schomberg, or call Michele directly at (416) 433-8316!
We are committed to providing you with honest, reputable
and top-tier real estate service; we look forward to working
with you soon!

STAGING, DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
ARE MORE EXPENSIVE
We have recently seen record-breaking increases in
gas, groceries, lumber and other supplies and necessities.
The inflation has trickled to create a higher ticket price
for professional staging, home renovations and new
construction projects. Not to mention many of these
workforces are fighting back. The local Labourers’
International Union of North America (LiUNA) Local
183 has recently gone on strike, forcing 15,000 skilled

Sources:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/constructionworkers-strike-ontario-1.6438949
Toronto Real Estate Board News Release

Schomberg

Home hardware

Home hardware

Your Community Hardware Store
BRAND NEW COLOURS

BRAND

SANDSTONE &
RIVERSTONE

NEW

Sizes up to 48” available

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES

AVAILABLE

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE,
LONDON FOG,
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available

BUY NOW

AND SAVE

Pictured here
Sandstone colour

Come and see
the difference

CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED

*Faucet extra

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation
As well as...

Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical Supplies, Vanities and
Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair.
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How.

Aurora

Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751

Schomberg

Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Direct

289.221.1481

Office

365.500.8800

kellyburtrealtor@gmail.com
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5 tips to maximize the curb appeal of your home
(NC) Whether

you’re considering a full exterior update or just freshening up your home’s curb appeal,
there are simple and inexpensive solutions that deliver rewarding impact.
Here’s how to make heads turn in five easy steps:
UPDATE WEATHER-WORN HARDWARE
Make an impact without overspending by updating little
things around the outside of your home, including your
house numbers, mailbox and front door handles. While they
may feel like minor changes, you’ll be amazed at how much
of a difference these easy refreshes can make.
PUT THE SPOTLIGHT ON YOUR HOME
Exterior lighting makes your house shine while also adding an extra layer of security. An outdoor post light can
add charm and personality to your yard and illuminate a
driveway, while inset step lighting can make stairs safer and
stylish. Solar or string lights can also boost the ambiance in
your garden pathway or patio areas.

3 ways to set
your house apart
from the rest
(NC)When

it comes to home
improvement projects,
there’s more to think about
than simply the aesthetics.
Functionality, sustainability
and durability each play a
large role in any home,
and with the effects of climate
change on the rise, here are
three home improvement
projects to consider this spring.

RETHINK COLOUR
Revive the look of your home by adding a new coat of
exterior paint or stain. Painting your front door is a simple,
affordable and high-impact way to give your home a
new look. Consider bold colours to make your front door
pop or choose a calming coat of white or grey for a clean,
fresh look.
FOCUS ON THE MAIN FEATURES
Transform your home’s exterior by replacing your siding.
From different colours, widths and materials, there’s a wide
selection of products to fit every home and budget. Explore
how vinyl siding, wood or stone veneer could be the new
look your house has been waiting for.

INVEST IN THE RIGHT MAINTENANCE TOOLS
Keeping your lawn healthy and your entryway spotless
creates a great first impression, but it also takes the right
tools. From a grass trimmer to a pressure washer, build
a checklist of the power and hand tools you need to keep
your property looking its best.
To maximize what you have, consider how your tools work
together and look for a line like Benchmark that lets you interchange batteries for different tools so you can save space.
Find more information on the wide range of outdoor tools
available at homehardware.ca

www.newscanada.com

Living & Working In Your Neighbourhood

209 KENNEDY STREET WEST, AURORA
$3,599,000

164 TIMPSON DRIVE, AURORA
$1,949,000

360 KENNEDY STREET WEST, AURORA
$1,699,000

RAINWATER HARVESTING
Rainwater harvesting is a simple and convenient
way to make your home more sustainable and
save on utility bills. It offers many other benefits as
well such as helping to control storm-water runoff,
which reduces the risk of erosion in gardens and
around downspouts and it minimizes the impact on
sewer systems.
NATIVE PLANT GARDEN
An easy way to add curb appeal while doing your
part for Mother Nature is to plant native species
in your garden. An Aviva Canada survey found
89 per cent of Canadians agree that biodiversity
is important to solving the climate crisis. Native
plants can help support healthy ecosystems and
are accustomed to your local conditions –-- soil
type, temperature, climate and light – so it’s okay if
you lack the proverbial green thumb.
USE TECHNOLOGY TO AUTOMATE YOUR HOME
Home automation devices can help make your
life easier and are a great way to reduce your
carbon footprint. Things like smart thermostats
can help regulate the temperature in your house,
and lighting control systems can help decrease
your use of unnecessary electricity. You can even
connect your speakers and cooking appliances.

SO

LD

14 WATERTON WAY, BRADFORD
$1,775,000

10 WINDHAM TRAIL,
AURORA

74 BURGON PLACE, AURORA
$999,000

Home. It’s who we are.
• Ranked: Top 1% Nationally of over 19,000 Royal LePage Agents (2015-2021)
• #1 Real Estate Team in Aurora*
*Based on sold units & volume in Aurora from Jan 1 - Dec 31, 2021 from IMS incorporated Statistics

Find more information at aviva.ca/sustainability.
www.newscanada.com
KERRI FILLIER

LINDSAY STROM

LORRAINE MACDONALD

Operarations Manager

Broker

Sales Representative

SHREEMA TALSANIA

MARISSA WHITE

Broker

Sales Representative

CAROLINE BAILE

SUSIE STROM
Sales Representative

Broker

HEATHER KENNEDY

MELISSA POURGOUTZIDIS

Sales Representative

Licensed Client Care Coordinator

905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca
I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING!

Julianne Boileau

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Direct: 416-418-6683
Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com
Time2Buy-Sell.com

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

COMING SOON
NOBLETON

com

RESALE

HOMES
COLLECTIONS

4

RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS
THE AURORAN,
Thursday, May
12, 2022
2022 AURORA/KING
Page
30 HOMES
RESALE
COLLECTIONS
| MAY

CHARMING AURORA VILLAGE
Lovingly updated home in the heart
of Aurora Village with no homes behind
features new laminate flrs on main,
new carpet on 2nd level, updated open
concept kitchen with quartz counters
overlooks family room with walk out to
cozy outdoor living room area.
Huge primary suite with new spa like
ensuite and updated main bath with
quartz counters. Main floor laundry
and unspoiled basement completed
the home. Double garage plus
4 spaces on driveway.
Offered at $1,288,000

BRENTWOOD BEAUTY
Incredible executive 4000 sq ft home with triple
garage situated on a manicured South West lot
on prime cul de sac location! From the stunning
new herringbone detailed front entry door to
the extensive natural stone landscape with
water feature this home exudes a rich warmth.
Soaring 18 ft family room with floor to ceiling
stone fireplace, formal living and dining with
coffered ceilings, kitchen features large dining
area with double sided fireplace, bar, granite
island, counters & b/splash, Wolf & Subzero
appls. Desireable main floor primary suite with
private sitting area and garden door walk out
to patio plus 3 additional bedrooms on 2nd level.
Stroll through nature trails or walk to prestigious
private schools. Offered at $2,850,000

Continued from the cover
NOISE POLLUTION
Buyers might also be sensitive to other types of
excessive noise around your property. Anything from
living within hearing distance of a commuter train to
an airport – if you can hear the planes and trains it can
affect your home’s value.
UNSIGHTLY BUILDINGS NEARBY
Environmental elements like cellphone towers,
power plants and landfills can hurt your home’s value
when it comes time for a home appraisal.
A BAD SMELL
People are sensitive to smell, so it’s no secret that a
bad smell, like cigarette smoke, can deter those looking
to buy.
A strong deodorizer can be an indicator of a coverup. I advise, “Bake a cake, a pie, brew coffee or use a
diffuser with a scent of lemon, orange or apple. These
odours will appeal to buyers.
KNICKKNACKS AND OTHER CLUTTER
You might love your collection of snow globes and
antique perfume bottles, but it’s probably best to store
them away while your house is being shown.
Overdecorating and items of personal interest must
be removed, “Beware of clutter.”
UPGRADES WITHOUT A PERMIT
If you build a little apartment in the basement
without the proper permits, your appraisal report
won’t look too good. A bad home appraisal can actually
block potential homebuyers from receiving funding
for the home purchase, especially if the home has
illegal upgrades.

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative

PANELLING
Panelling in the basement or rec room was a trend a
couple of decades ago. Today, you’ll want to replace it to
avoid looking dated.

33 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club

Top 1% in Canada*

CARPET EVERYWHERE
Many old homes have beautiful hardwood floors
buried beneath the carpet. You might love how cozy
the rug feels under your feet in the colder months – but
when it’s time to sell the house, rip up the carpet and
expose those hardwood floors.
You’ll add value back to your home faster than you
can say, “my feet are cold.”

Direct: 416-618-1714

www.monicastohr.com
*As per gross closed commissions 2019 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

2017-2019

2021

14799 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 1N1

AN UNAPPEALING LAYOUT
The layout is the biggest thing that can kill a home’s
value because it’s the most expensive thing to fix.
Some layouts that could kill the value of your home
are split-level homes with bedrooms on the main floor
and living areas on the top floor, and any home that
is too compartmentalized, as today’s buyers prefer an
open-concept layout.

DATED KITCHEN CABINETS
You can have the most beautiful countertops and
fixtures in the world –but if your cabinets are dated,
no one will notice, it’s time to upgrade your kitchen.
WALLPAPER
Remove wallpaper and repaint before putting your
home on the market.
It’s not terribly expensive to take down and repaint,
but many buyers aren’t handy and assume it will be
a huge expense and will write your home off their
list immediately.
A FILLED-IN FIREPLACE
Some owners of older homes choose to fill in a
fireplace rather than maintain it, but this could
decrease the value-of-the-home when it’s time to sell.
Some buyers seem to want fireplaces, and when
they come across a home where the fireplace appears
to have been filled with bricks or otherwise taken out
of service, they always question what needs to occur
to bring it back into working order.
Typically, that’s a chimney inspection and replacing
the chimney liner and cap. The costs and work required
can result in buyers reducing their offer price.

About The Writer:
Ann Duncan has been a full-time real estate professional
for over 15 years, working internationally and locally in the GTA.
Ann has advanced training in Business Management, Interior
Design and Real Estate. Her knowledge and experience of the
local residential market and purchasing processes provide
exceptional service with your home sale or purchase. Ann’s fluent
Russian, Persian, Arabic and English bring her clients a new level
of responsiveness and communication.
Her relationship with Iranian, Chinese and Russian communities locally and internationally allows her to offer the best service
to her seller and buyer clients. Her skills and communications
with international communities make her one of the most successful brokers in Canada.
When you hire Ann Duncan as your real estate consultant,
you hire an expert who works to ensure your complete satisfaction - from the initial contact through negotiations to successfully
‘closing the deal’.

Ann Duncan
Professional Real-Estate Broker
Highest Achievement Diamond Award
Fluent In Multiple
International Languages
Access to International
Buyers and Investors
Sutton Group-Admiral Realty Inc., Brokerage*
Direct: 647-895-6355
Office: 416-739-7200

17365 10th Concession Road, King

90 DENNISON ST., KING CITY

Incredible in-town property with 165 feet of frontage backing onto ravine
has light-filled 3 + 2 bedroom home updated in contemporary style.
Offered at $2,198,800

Marvel Of Sophisticated Features & Design
On Nearly 3 Acres Of Beautiful Private Land.
This Bungalow Features A Finished Walkout
Basement Complemented By Superb Quality
Finishes And Upgrades Throughout The Home.

246321 Hockley Road, Mono

I am in touch with many buyers actively looking for property to build or renovate
their dream homes, so please reach out if you are thinking of selling.

Leslie Whicher, J.D.

Stunning Hockley Valley Home Complete
With A Separate Coach House, Heated
Inground Pool & Heated Garage. Elegantly
Upgraded And Flawlessly Finished With
Every Detail In Mind. Walking distance to
Island Lake Trails.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Integrity in Real Estate

519-278-5888

Adrian
Muscat

Office 905-727-1941
Cell 647-609-2744
lwhicher@rogers.com

adrian@muscatteam.com
adrianmuscathomes.com

Real Estate Broker

Find us on social meadia

CANADA-WIDE
January-April, 2021 • Individual | Residential

Re/Max Real Estate Centre
Inc. Brokerage

@adrianmuscat.realestate
2017-2020

2021

RESALE

HOMES
COLLECTIONS

5

RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS
THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 12, 2022
Page 31
RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS | MAY 2022 AURORA/KING

By Julien Laurion
The Big Tuna of Real Estate

It is no secret that home prices
have skyrocketed over the
past few months.
THEREFORE, a lot of current homeowners are priced
out of larger homes or newly renovated homes.
The market has bumped up the value of their homes,
but the most common response I get when this topic
is discussed is “but where would I go? I don’t want to
move up north”. As a result of this, many homeowners
are opting to renovate and upgrade their current homes.
As you know, I have extensive experience as a contractor, and the trend “to renovate” is so popular right
now – I thought I would share one of the biggest tips on
“how to make” this process as easy as possible.
One of the most critical questions that would need to
get answered right at the start is “what is the budget?”
Often the answer is, “Not sure.” Or, “I don’t know.” So,
then the question should be rephrased as “what are you
comfortable spending?” Usually, there is a number either in our head, or in a bank account or on a line of
credit that you do not want the project to exceed.
The scope of the work needs to be clearly outlined
for the contractor – to be able to determine cost and
timing. Once the contractor understands the “scope of
the project,” they will have a sense of how many days
of work will be required. In addition, to the time the
project will take, the cost of the materials chosen has an
enormous impact on the overall cost. You should have
an idea of the level of finish you want. As you discuss
these details, that’s where advising the contractor of
your budget is prudent. A common misconception is
that telling the contractor that “I have a $50,000 budget”
– will lead to being overcharged. While this might be
the case in some very uncommon and rare situations,
setting a budget really helps the professionals know
what can be done. Think of it this way, in your profession, you know what can and cannot be done with

Should I tell contractors
how much I want to spend?

certain budgets, and the same applies here, knowing
the trends of costs and timelines etc. A lot of home
renovators start their projects with unrealistic budgets –
which assume too little money for too much renovation!
Another way to describe that is wishful thinking!
In more extensive renovations – a lot of investigation
needs to happen on the front end to establish an estimated
cost. For example, it may be necessary to open a wall to
see what exactly is behind it, what can be moved etc. to
accommodate the new vision for the space. If a new
kitchen is a project, designers or cabinet makers will likely
need to come to look at the space to make proper drawings.
These steps cost money. If you start a project and engage
these experts without having an idea of a budget, then
you may find yourself in a situation where the costs of

what you dream of far exceed what you can afford. It is
very easy to get carried away with a renovation project.
This may stop the project from proceeding – and you
not getting the renovation you wanted. So, rather than
having to backtrack or delay your renovation, do spend
time at the front end establishing how much you want
to spend. Even when you do that, it is very unlikely that
the project will not have overruns. There can be lots of
adjustments along the way that can impact the final cost.
Finally, while undertaking a renovation project can
be intimidating or overwhelming, people are always
thrilled to have a new space to live in.
If you are considering renovating, buying, selling or
investing – feel free to reach out so I can help. I am only
a call or click away! Good luck!

THINKING OF
BUYING OR
SELLING?

“Chiamatemi,
Parlo Italiano!”

MARIA

Amanda Lombardi

GUADAGNOLO

Sales Representative

Direct: 416-888-9787
Office: 905-895-1822
amandalombardi3@outlook.com

BROKER, SRS, CLHMS

Direct:

CALL FOR A
FREE HOME
E VA LUAT I O N

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local
Real Estate Sale Representative with
Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora.
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both Real
Estate and Renovations and has been
involved in this community for over 20 years.
If you have a question for my monthly article or
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a home
please feel free to call or email me directly
at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca
or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

416.418.8303

www.MariaGuadagnolo.com
Focused on Delivering Results Beyond Clients’ Expectations!
Se Volete Vendere o Avete Intensioni di Comprare Una Casa,
Chiamatemi E Vi Prometto Che Rimarrete Soddisfatti!

17035 Yonge St.
Suite 100
Newmarket,
ON L37 5Y1

9100 JANE STREET

WOODBRIDGE
CONDO TOWNHOUSE
Ground Floor 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
Built-In Garage with Interior Access.

$898,000

AD

WOODBRIDGE STUNNING
EXECUTIVE HOME
9 Ft Ceilings, Custom Dream Kitchen,
24 x 24 Porcelaine Tiles, Hardwood Floors,
Fin. Bsmt with Separate Entrance.

Approx. Half Acre Lot

If you are reading this ad,
our advertising works!

WOODBRIDGE
COMING SOON
Fully Detached, 4-Br Home on a Premium Lot,
2-Car Garage, 9 Ft Ceilings, 2800 Sq Ft plus
Finished Bsmt with Sep Entr. To Potential “In-Law

$1,598,000

TO ADVERTISE CALL

416-803-9940

2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016,
2017 & 2019
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Kleinburg, Ont

COMING SOON
11,000 sq ft + 4200 sq ft fin. Walk up Bsmnt Truly remarkable custom built home with inground pool, sports court, upscale cabana.
Resort style backyard. Impeccable finished 5 +1 bedroom. Courtyard driveway w/5 car garage.

$12,989,888
Kleinburg, Ont

28 Chaiwood Crt,
Vaughan

5700 sq ft home plus fin. Walk
up Basement sitting on 1 acre +
lot. Tot. Finished. Award winning
paradise backyard including cabana
w/ washroom, inground pool,
sport court. Prof fin. Landscaping.

Welcome To 28 Chaiwood Crt.
This Rarely Offered Executive
Customized, 3 Story, 4+1 Br Home
Is A Definitely Must See. Large
Principal Rooms Thru/Out, Large
Gourmet Kitchen O/L Family Rm W/
Garden Door To Large Rear Deck,
Over 3700 Sqft Of Luxury Living.
Located In Highly Coveted Area
Of Rutherford Rd & Bathurst.
Excellent Opportunity To Move
In A Highly Desirable Area.

$6,500,000

$2,298,888

EXCLUSIVE

EXCLUSIVE

EXCLUSIVE

FOR SALE
Ready to enter the market or sell?
Give me a call.
Give me a call. Dir. 416-990-0832
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3TRENDS

Margaret Black Professional
Corporation
Barristers & Solicitors

DESIGN

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust
King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

that are in right now

905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091
Tel:

(NC) If you’re thinking about making some changes
to the exterior of your home and are on the lookout
for trends in exterior architecture, here are 3 great
design ideas to keep in mind.
CURVE APPEAL
The humble arch is having a major comeback,
both inside and out. A statement unto itself, an
arch can provide a beautiful offset for the sleek lines
of mid-century or art deco architecture. There are
options and designs for arched entryways, rounded
windows and curved window surrounds too.

LET THE INSIDE OUT
Resilient materials, like stone veneer, are crossover
products that feel refined and luxurious, and they
can make a backyard or veranda feel like a true
extension of the home. You can elevate an outdoor
kitchen or add a fire table to help extend the outdoor
living season. This trend works in all sorts of places

BEST
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate ❖ Wills ❖ Estates
Probate ❖ Family ❖ Immigration

like courtyards, rooftops, patios and balconies. It
delivers an aesthetically pleasing look and satisfies the
craving to include nature in most corners of our lives.
STYLISH STONE VENEER
For a cost-effective way to build the home of your dreams,
stone veneer is another trend that meets the money.
Shouldice Designer Stone veneer provides a beautiful

exterior option that’s much more affordable than natural
stone, while matching its high-end look and feel. A longlasting material, it’s easy to transport and install, and the
custom variations are just about limitless.
Find more information at shouldice.ca.
www.newscanada.com

www.blacklawoffice.ca
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