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VANITIES ON DISPLAY
IN VARIOUS COLOURS & SIZES

ERIC SKILLINS
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

for your bathroom reno needs.

DIRECT

416.988.0209

Only available at Aurora Home Hardware!

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

905-503-2372

Do it yourself doesn’t mean do it alone. Here’s How
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for New Patients. Call us for details.
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DAZZLING DISPLAY – Dancers and singers provided a dazzling

display at the Aurora Public Library at a recent event Celebrating
Chinese Heritage. The afternoon, which took place in the Library’s
iving room, offered a cross-section of rich Chinese culture, featuring
music, songs and dance. For more, please see Page 29.
Photo by Lucy Frechette

Time for Aurora to adopt ward
system, says Council
serves the Town as a whole.
Council’s decision to hire a consultant
to begin a public consultation process
Aurora is set to begin the process of came in the face of recommendations
looking at a ward system of government. from staff and the Town’s Governance Ad
Last week, Council voted to begin Hoc Committee suggesting the process
the process of hiring a consultant to be put on the backburner pending the
carry out a study on how Aurora might Province of Ontario’s review of Regional
adopt a ward system of government Governance.
whereby each Council member would
The motion to forge ahead came on
be elected to represent the interests the heels of a similar decision made at
of a specific neighbourhood. Aurora the previous week’s General Committee
currently employs an “at large” system of meeting and was made by Councillor
government where each Council member Michael Thompson, who suggested
By Brock Weir

Jasmine
Smith
Sales Representative
Trends Realty Inc.

an amendment to take things one step
further.
“Council needs to send a clear and
concise message that we’re more than just
interested in exploring the possibility of
changing our electoral system; that the
general view is that we believe it is time to
switch from a Town-wide perspective to
a ward vote,” said Councillor Thompson.
“While this doesn’t bind us because it is just
in principle, it shows to the Governance
Committee and the Consultant that it is
the serious intention of this Council to

Office: 905-833-0111
Cell: 416-993-7173
12967 Keele St.,
Unit 1, King city
12967 Keele St., Unit 1, King City • jasmine@trendsrealtyinc.com
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Council calls
on Province to
scrap changes to
planning process

Service with
Professionalism
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WHY PAY MORE?

By Brock Weir

MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT – Aurora Historical Society curator Erika Baird displays

an array of books from the Koffler Museum of Medicine, housed at Hillary House, ahead
of the launch of a new exhibition this weekend focusing on the history of mental health
– both locally and around the world. For more, please see Page 12.

Aurora is calling on the Province
to scrap legislation that could see
ultimate power to shape a community
out of the municipality’s hands and
into the hands of an unelected board.
Council last week passed a motion
brought forward by Mayor Tom
Mrakas opposing Bill 108, stating
it will have “negative consequences

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Continued on page 8

YOU NAME IT
...WE FRAME IT
16686 Yonge St., Newmarket (905) 895-4084
Across from Mandarin Buffet Restaurant
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HACKATHON

– Teams from Aurora High School (left) and Sacred Heart Catholic
High School (right) took home top honours at the Aurora Public Library’s recent Hackathon. Through hands-on mentoring from professionals, students put their tech skills to
good use coming up with their own ideas and innovations, including app production. Judges included Mayor Tom Mrakas, Nikki Sutherland, Mario Baleno and Yan Katcharovski.
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Briefly
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FORMER NEWMARKET MAYOR SEEKS NOMINATION

AURORA

TEEN 2019
IDOL

Aurora residents between the ages of 12 and 17
are eligible to participate in the competition.

Open to individual vocalists only
Applications are available online at:

aurora.ca/canadaday
Or in person at:

Aurora Family Leisure Complex, Aurora Town Hall
and the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex

On Tuesday, former Newmarket Mayor, Tony Van Bynen, officially announced his intention to seek
the nomination to be the Liberal Party candidate for the riding of Newmarket Aurora. The position
recently became open when cuxrrent Liberal MP Kyle Peterson indicated his intention not to seek
re-election.
“I realize that after an 18-year municipal career, being steadfastly bipartisan, this might come as
a surprise,” said Mr. Van Bynen. “However, I am very concerned about where this country could be headed
if Andrew Scheer were to become Prime Minister. Climate change is very real and the Conservatives are
pretending it is not a serious issue – they don’t even have a plan for combating it. I’ve seen the negative
effects of provincial and federal neglect on our communities. We cannot afford to go backward.”
The former mayor was first elected over 18 years ago as Councillor. He later went on to become
Regional Councillor and then served three terms as mayor. Prior to his career in municipal politics, the
Liberal hopeful spent 25 plus years in the financial services sector.
“I’m concerned about protecting Healthcare and Social Programs,” he continued. “I have deep
reservations about how damaging a Scheer/Ford combination would be to our local communities. And
of course I will be a voice for fiscal prudence, just as I was on Newmarket Council.
“The future of our environment and country is at risk and needs strong leadership nationally. We
need to build a renewed spirit of working together. Municipalities are a mature order of government and
should be engaged as equal partners on that basis. I have spent my entire municipal career working in a
bipartisan basis to achieve results for Newmarket and York Region. Quite frankly, Ottawa needs more
of that.”
A nomination meeting has yet to be called but is expected within the coming weeks. The federal
election is scheduled for October 21
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 2019
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Aurora Community Centre

free

energy-saving

upgrades

The AffordAbility Fund Trust is here to help you improve your home’s
energy efficiency and lower your electricity bill.

Final competition takes place during the Canada Day festivities

on Monday, July 1, 2019 at Lambert Willson Park

Register by Friday, June 7, 2019

$500

in prizes to be won!

Free upgrades may include:

ENERGY STAR®
certified appliances

ENERGY STAR®
certified LEDs

Quick and easy sign up

••••••••••••••••••••••

See what you qualify for

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

or visit AffordAbilityFund.org

905-726-4762 • aurora.ca/canadaday
#AuroraTeenIdol

Insulation and
weatherstripping

1-855-494-FUND (3863)
AffordAbility Fund™ is a trade-mark of Affordability Fund Trust, used under license. The AffordAbility Fund is run by
the Affordability Fund Trust and supported by funding from the Government of Ontario.

Offered in partnership with your local electric utility.
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Sarah’s legacy lives on with $15k hospital donation
By Brock Weir

Sarah Watkin’s story struck a chord
with young Aurorans who banded
together to make a difference in her
name.
Now, four years after she lost her
battle with an aggressive type of
blood cancer, her legacy continues to
live on with a $15,000 donation to a
place that became a second home to
her – Toronto’s SickKids Hospital.
The donation was an “incredibly
exciting” one for the Watkin family,
says Mark, a teacher at Dr. G.W.
Williams Secondary School. He
and his wife were at SickKids to
present the cheque, representing
just a portion of the most recent
proceeds from Skate for Sarah, a
hockey tournament facilitated by
Prosserman JCC (Jewish Community
Centre) over the past three years.
“It meant a lot for us to be able
to make this donation,” says Mark.
“We lived at SickKids for almost two
years. For Sarah, this was her second
home, if not her primary home. This
is now the third time we’ve donated
to SickKids. It was our home, so it
is important to give back. If we can
make it into a better hospital for
other kids and other families, we’re
good with that.”
Skate for Sarah began with a
simple phone call. Alex, a man very
much into sports, heard Sarah’s story,
and approached the family with the
idea of hosting something in their
daughter’s name to raise money for
charities that were important to her.
The first year of the skate had a
good turnout, says Mark, the second
year was even better, and the third
continued to build on that success,
through to the fourth last month.
“It came from just somebody
caring and it just gets bigger and
bigger,” says Mark. “We’re very
happy about that. When people pass
away, a lot of people just don’t talk
about these people anymore. I have
friends who have lost relatives and

nobody wants to talk about them. I
find it’s the opposite with us; when
people ask me about Sarah, we love
speaking about her.
“These events keep gaining
momentum and I am happy about
that. It means we can put smiles on
other kids’ faces. We can return to
the community what the community
did for us, which is literally give us a
big hug when all this was happening,
and that is very important to us.”
Sarah’s face first graced our
pages at the age of seven during her
courageous battle with the aggressive
blood cancer AML. At that time,
students at Williams had banded
together into an awareness campaign
called “Something for Sarah”
which saw them spearhead an inschool cheek swabbing initiative to
encourage people throughout Aurora
to join the National Bone Marrow
Registry.
The event was a resounding success
and students have carried on the
legacy of the teens that spearheaded
the drive in the first place.
“I’ve contacted all the high schools
in Aurora and I am hoping that in
the future we’ll have an Aurora
swabbing drive at all the high schools
on the same day,” says Mark. “We
keep getting younger people to take
it on, but at the swabbing drive you
have to be at least seventeen (to
take part). I am hoping it becomes
the norm. People who donate body
parts have to opt in on their drivers’
license, but I hope that becomes the
norm as well. That will take a lot of
time, but certainly if we keep doing
this, maybe it will at least become an
Aurora norm.”
In total, Skate for Sarah raised
$25,000. In addition to the $15,000
donation to SickKids, the Watkin
family donated a further $6,000 to
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
of Canada to help find a cure for
blood cancers and $4,000 to Camp
Trillium, a camp for children and
families impacted by childhood
cancer.

The Watkin Family is pictured with officials from Toronto’s Sick Kids Hospital after making
their donation.

Contributed photo

FOUR TERMS. FOUR CONTINENTS.

ONE AMAZING SCHOOL YEAR.

Briefly
CAUSE OF FIRE TO BE DETERMINED
A cause of fire is yet to be determined in
a blaze that broke out on Parkland Court
early Sunday morning that destroyed the
roofs of two homes.
The Central York Fire Service
responded to a call at 5.33 a.m. and upon
arrival crews reported flames visible on
the roofs of two link homes.
According to the CYFS, the fire started
in one of the garages and spread up the
siding of the house and up to the roofs
before it could be extinguished.
No injuries were reported to either
residents or CFYS staff.
Six CYFS apparatus were involved at
the incident, with additional resources
from York Regional Police and York
Paramedic Services. Mutual aid was
provided by East Gwillimbury and
Richmond Hill Fire Services.

CANADIAN HIGH SCHOOL ABROAD FOR GRADES 11 & 12

REGISTRATION FOR 2019/2020 IS NOW OPEN!

VISIT BLYTHACADEMYGLOBAL.CA TODAY!
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Machell’s Corners

Take in Aurora’s
Field of Gold
Aurora’s Arboretum is starting to
bloom, just in time for Mother’s Day.
It’s been a late and soggy spring, but
there are signs of hope as the first
flowers can be seen in the Field of
Gold and Flora Aurora.
The Field of Gold continues to
grow, now some 7,000 daffodils, with
additional plantings every year.
It can be found just to the west of
Woodroof Cres and Mugford Rd,
or accessed across the footbridge
just north of the playground area by
the Leisure Complex on Industrial
Parkway.
Come and see what thousands of
daffodils look like.
We also have hundreds more bulbs
to plant this spring and you’re invited
to help.
Check the Arboretum web site (see
below) where the date will be posted
once this has been set. A great way
for young folk to learn about planting,
bulbs, and flowers.
Across the footbridge you’ll find
Flora Aurora (just down the hill
from the Leisure Complex), where
Magnolias are almost ready to
bloom, and Forsythia are in full
colour already.
Flora Aurora is growing into one
of Ontario’s more comprehensive
collections of flowering trees and
shrubs, with an emphasis on native
species. At this time of year, its worth
a visit or two every week, as different
shrubs and trees take turns to display
their flowers.
Walk the paths of the Arboretum.
Stop at the Field of Gold, and admire
the early blooms in Flora Aurora.
See you in the park.
For more information or to
join the wonderful group of
volunteers who are creating and
maintaining the Arboretum, go to:
auroraarboretum.ca
John Clement
Aurora Community Arboretum

Councillor thanks residents
for Forest fight
Last Thursday evening the
Committee of Adjustment voted to
protect the Henderson lands.
The Committee members had
a great deal of information to
study to inform their decision.
I thank them; and offer my respect
and appreciation. I believe that
they understood, even though 100
per cent of effects of development
is an unknown, that the significant
environmental
features
and
potentially sensitive species required
protective “prudent avoidance.”
I sincerely thank the residents of
the Henderson Forest Ratepayer’s
Association for their months of
dedicated work and caring. It
has enabled our community to
understand what is at stake.
Hopefully
we
have
started
to move to a new reality where
protecting the environment takes
precedence over financial gain.
Councillor Wendy Gaertner
Aurora

To submit a letter to the editor,
please send your email to
letters@auroran.com
Deadline for submissions
is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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Community Champions
There is nothing in Aurora quite like
an event at Town Park.
In the wintertime, there is an outdoor
skating rink, plenty of space to snowshoe,
and the sun bouncing off the gleaming
white of the snow and the stucco of the
nearby Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts
creates an ambiance that is hard to beat.
In the Spring and Summer, the foliage
of the Park’s mature trees provides
the perfect canopy for any number
of outdoor events, whether it is the
Aurora Farmers’ Market, carnival-style
occasions, or musical offerings for any
tastes.
Come the fall, this glorious green
canopy is bursting with the fiery colours
of autumn, colours so vivid they often
outshine the colours of fall in other parts
of Aurora.
And all of these offerings will no
doubt be enhanced by the completion
of Niagara College’s Canadian Food &
Wine Institute campus this year.
But, as wonderful a backdrop as it is,
there are some drawbacks.
Whether we want to admit it or not,
Aurora is a fragmented community.
While these events at Town Park do
indeed offer something for everyone,
rare is the occasion that Town Park is a
destination for all Aurorans.
Unless it’s a music festival, such as
the Town’s popular Concerts in the
Park series, it seems that these events
attract almost the same group of people
every time; that is, people who are
more engaged in the community than
the average resident, often individuals
who have called Aurora home for a
generation or more, and, truth be told,
often residents who live within a walking
distance of the ultimate destination.
The fragmentation of Aurora, usually
defined as the east and the west split
by the GO Train tracks on Wellington
Street, was usually, at least in my mind,
a primary reason why Aurora should
retain its current at-large voting system
where Aurora’s six Council members are
elected to represent the community as a
whole.
In a Town already divided by east and
west, would there be any positives of
breaking things down even further?
Breaking the Town down into four
wards split by the Yonge and Wellington
quadrants would be simple enough, but
could run the risk of breaking down
the “all together” spirit of downtown
revitalization.
A further breakdown into more than
four wards, whether based on geography

BROCK’S
BANTER
Brock Weir

or population distribution, could be a
painful, angst-ridden process for the
community. There is never going to
be a process where everyone feels like
a winner and there will invariably be
neighbourhoods, individuals or other
stakeholders, who feel like they got the
raw end of the deal.
As a goal, adopting a ward system
it is not impossible. We wouldn’t be
reinventing the wheel, but once the
map is redrawn, the act of selling it to
the voters after such a system – albeit
a system that was far from defined by
municipal mapmakers – was soundly
rejected by voters in 2014.
Proponents of the system will have
the unenviable task of selling it to the
constituents. Yes, if this Council is hellbent on getting a ward system in place by
the 2022 election, it is a done deal, but
there will have to be a concerted effort to
ensure the new system gets a buy-in, or
voter turnout will be even more dismal
than it is today.
Presuming it’s successfully sold, it will
then be up to residents to talk amongst
themselves and put forward some
individuals to run in each of the Town’s
wards.
There is nothing as of yet to say that
candidates must live in the ward they
plan to run in, so those looking to share
in the reflected glory of downtown
revitalization projects that will come to
fruition in the next Council term, will
likely be lining up to run in the ward
that covers Library Square versus,
say, the ward in Aurora’s populationrich but amenity-poor northeast and
southwest where there might be fewer
causes to champion while these new
neighbourhoods plant firm roots in
Aurora.
When the adoption of a ward system
was last proposed in 2014, I shared many
of these concerns.
Truth be told, I still do, but I am less
convinced these days that these issues
are an argument against a ward system.
Perhaps, in amongst these worries, there
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is a kernel of truth on why Aurora might
benefit from adopting a ward system.
As the warmer weather slowly but
surely arrives, we’re closing in on the
season where Town Park sees the most
action. The Aurora Farmers’ Market
is in full swing ahead of this weekend’s
formal Grand Opening, softball will
soon resume in the Park’s southwest
quadrant, and many a breath is baited
over the imminent arrival of the CFWI’s
arrival in the Park’s northeast corner.
Yet aside from August’s Ribfest at
Machell Park, the vast majority of
Aurora parks will stand empty as far
as events and community draws are
concerned.
If Aurora does adopt a ward system,
this will be a prime opportunity for
individuals in each of the designated
areas, to rise to the occasion and
become the champions each of these
communities deserve.
There is no shortage of emerging
community leaders and advocates
in
Aurora’s
historic
downtown
neighbourhoods, nor in the Henderson
Drive area, but other communities,
particularly in the northeast, deserve a
boost.
These community champions could
not only be lawmakers, but individuals
with the clout to spearhead initiatives
that would make the neighbourhoods
they represent destinations for people
well beyond their prescribed borders –
like returning the Town’s Multicultural
Festival back to the spacious, if less treed,
Ada Johnson Park; making better use of
the hard-fought Thomas Coates Park
(informally known as Mavrinac Park)
into a showpiece of outdoor sport or
ecological innovation; or turning unused
retail or business space into spots where
community members can gather, share
ideas, and spark creativity.
Adopting a ward system has its
positives and negatives – and each point
has valid merits to consider.
While it seems that the results of
the 2014 referendum are likely to be
ignored, Council will have to address
these points through the process and, in
the end, make a final sale to the people
of Aurora.
The sale has to outline the benefits it
will bring to the community, and the sales
pitch has to be a hell of a lot stronger
than the fact Aurora is the largest
municipality in Ontario by population
to still have an at-large system.
The vision has to be broader, and that
vision has to be positive.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors
and letter writers are not necessarily those of The
Auroran.
Letters
must
include
name
and
phone number, although number will not be
published. Letters may be edited or refused. All
contents protected by copyright.
ADVERTISING POLICY
Publisher is not liable for slight changes or
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of an
advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the
attention of the publisher prior to the following edition.
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The Aurora
Museum & Archives
is celebrating…

May Update

I hope you had an enjoyable Victoria
Day long weekend with friends and
family.
It is always the unofficial start of
summer, although the weather doesn’t
always agree. Other signs of the
season can be seen throughout Aurora.
The Aurora Farmers’ Market is now
open providing a great opportunity
for residents to visit on Saturday
mornings and buy local produce and
homemade goods. A sure sign of better
weather on its way.
On May 10, St. Maximilian
Kolbe Catholic High School celebrated
it’s 10th anniversary. Current and
former staff, students and their
families gathered to celebrate past
accomplishments and to look forward
to many more years. I was honoured to
attend the evening ceremony. To many
more!
Last week, I was pleased to
welcome MP Marco Mendicino,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Infrastructure and Communities to
Aurora, joined by Wayne Emmerson,
York Region Chairman & CEO, to
announce an $8.2 Million investment
for a Flood Mitigation Project, through
the Disaster Mitigation and Adaptation
Fund.
The project will help residents and
businesses in Aurora and York Region

MP’s Report
Kyle Peterson, MP
Newmarket-Aurora

mitigate future flood damage, protecting
our community during extreme weather
events.
Congratulations to our two newest
York Regional Police Deputy Chiefs,
who were sworn in last week at
York Regional Police Headquarters.
Best wishes to Brian Bigras and Jim
MacSween in your new roles. I know
you will continue the great tradition of
leadership.
On April 28, I participated in the
2019 Nature’s Emporium Run or Walk
for Southlake. This year’s walk saw over
1,700 participants raising $411,000
for Southlake Regional Health Centre.
Thank you to all the organizers and the
volunteer team who worked tirelessly to
make this event an outstanding success.
On May 11, I was pleased to attend
the 2019 Stand Proud Gala to celebrate
PFLAG York Region’s 20th Anniversary.
It was a fantastic event and it was great
to see strong community support at
this years’ event.
On May 27, I will go before the
Standing Committee on Health as they
study my Private Members Motion
M-206. Briefs may be submitted to

the Committee (five pages maximum)
by Thursday, May 30, 2019 at 5:00
p.m. All briefs will be translated,
distributed to members and published
on the Committee’s website. More
information on briefs is available on the
website ourcommons.ca, select the
Committees section, where you will
find the Guide for Submitting Briefs to
House of Commons Committee. Briefs
should be sent to the general email
address of the Committee: hesa@parl.
gc.ca
On May 16, the United States
announced its decision to remove all tariffs
on Canada’s steel and aluminium, and as
a result Canada has lifted its retaliatory
tariffs. Our government has always
stood firm for Canadian workers, their
families, and our Canadian steel and
aluminum industries. As a member of
the International Trade Committee, I
knew how important it was to have these
tariffs removed, and was very pleased to
see it.
As a reminder, you can reach out to
my office and staff at any time. Please
do not hesitate to contact us should you
need any information or assistance with
any Federal Matters. We are located
at 16600 Bayview Avenue, Suite 202.
You can reach us at Tel: 905-9537515 or by email at Kyle.Peterson@
parl.gc.ca.

Wards of Merit?

Now that a decision has been made
on Library Square - at least to move
forward, all the design details and costs
are whole other discussions – it seems
that the ward question is the longest
outstanding issue to be resolved in
Aurora.
Whether the Town should be divided
into wards has been argued back and
forth for many years. Historically,
previous Councils have strongly resisted
any change, preferring the current “at
large” system, where all Councillors
represent everyone, rather than each
acting for the constituents in one
defined part of Town.
This aversion to going with the ward
system that pretty much every other
sizable municipality has adopted has
left Aurora as the largest one in Ontario
that still has an at large system.
Even when a 2014 ballot question
showed over 5,500 Aurorans wanted
this change, which was almost half of
the people who voted on this, Council
didn’t feel that the opinion of that many
people was statistically valid to consider.
Of course, if three residents
complain about street parking in their
neighbourhood, or the location of a
sign, or a garbage pail being full, then
endless discussions ensue at council,
and staff are sent scurrying to prepare
reports on the matter.
Go figure.
But those days seem to be over, as

INSIDE
AURORA
Scott Johnston

Council now seems ready to move
ahead with at least a report on the ward
option.
Surprisingly, this review is moving
ahead contrary to the recommendation
of the Governance Ad Hoc Committee,
which has suggested it be held off until
the completion of the province’s review
of regional government, since any
changes stemming from the provincial
review may impact any ward plans in
Town. The Committee thought it best
that the ward study once again be
placed on the back burner for at least
another few months, possibly longer.
Despite Council’s change of heart
to proceed, don’t expect decisions any
time soon.
First, terms of reference need to
be finalized, and a consultant hired to
carry out an in depth analysis and offer
recommendations.
Once this is done, there will inevitably
be endless discussion and debate on
this, even if the report leans towards
staying status quo with the at large
arrangement.
And if it is to be wards, no matter
how well they are considered in the
report, everyone from politicians to

residents will have an opinion on all of
the following considerations, and more:
How many wards? What will their
boundaries be? Do they need to be
similar in population? Should each
have equitable amounts of key features
such as employers, historical buildings,
stable neighbourhoods and parks? How
many councillors per ward? Will there
still be at large representation, and
a Deputy Mayor, and if so, how will
those members be chosen? How will
we cover the increased election costs?
What issues would local councillors be
responsible for, and when would the
entire council weigh in?
With no right or wrong answers,
and no one wanting to be stuck in an
“uncool” riding, these questions will be
haggled over forever.
The hope behind all of this is that,
should Aurora decide to go this route,
the ward system will be in place in time
for the next municipal election in 2022,
which requires an official decision on
wards to be made by the end of 2021.
But with so much to be completed,
debated and approved, and based on
how quickly things have proceeded on
similarly contentious projects in Aurora
in the past, allowing only two and
half years to wrap all this up may be
ambitious.
Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

By Michelle Johnson

Collections & Exhibitions Coordinator
Aurora Museum & Archives

Take Me Out to
the Ball Game
Its 1875 and baseball is in full swing in
Aurora’s Town Park!
If you are heading out to a community
event, such as the Queen’s Birthday (Victoria
Day) celebration, you will be pleased to
find that a baseball game is included in the
festivities. While the uniforms and rules
may be a little different, it turns out that the
feeling of being a spectator is quite similar
– everyone is caught up in the competition
and marveling at some truly awe-inspiring
plays.
About fifteen years later, some of these
same people will be fiercely cheering on
the local Aurora team as they start playing
games against neighboring towns.
What better way to cement some
township rivalries than to get a trophy
involved? In 1922, the Mackenzie King
Trophy was awarded the Aurora Baseball
team – the champions of the York–Simcoe
Baseball League.
On September 15, the team was
presented the trophy by the Rt. Hon. W.L.
Mackenzie King M.P Prime Minister of
Canada.
During the festivities, Wellington Street
was illuminated and a parade marched west
from the train station. Following the official
trophy presentation there was band music
and dancing on the pavement. The Aurora
team would be named league champions
again in 1928 and 1933.
These were the days when Town Park
had both a hardball diamond, located
between the Armoury and the Band Shell,
and a softball diamond, which still exists
in the southwest corner. The hardball
diamond would not last past the 1960s as
too many balls were being hit beyond the
park causing problems for cars, houses and
spectators alike. Luckily, softball continued
with men, women and children all making
use of the southwest diamond.
A remarkable softball event occurred in
the early 1990s when The King and His
Court, an internationally known softball
team, came to Town Park. The team was
composed of star pitcher Eddy Feigner
(the King) and a catcher, first baseman and
shortstop (his Court).
Doug Dakin, Aurora’s all-star team
coach, remembers the game as being “the
biggest baseball event that’s ever happened
at the Park.” An estimated 5,000 people
came to see the King and his Court beat
Aurora’s all-star team. It is worth noting that
the champions played with five less men!
In the late 1990s, the men’s team was no
longer able to play in Town Park due to the
power of the hitters. Since the men were
unable to find a comparable home, they
disbanded completely.
In an effort to carry forward their legacy,
the women’s team re-named themselves the
Mud Hens – the old name of the men’s rep
softball team. Since the 1970s, the Aurora
Ladies Softball Association (ALSA) have
played in Town Park’s southwest diamond
and their Wednesday night games have
become deeply entwined in the culture
of the Park. If you are left craving some
ballpark action then make your way to
Town Park on Wednesday nights to watch
the ALSA play ball!
To see the Mackenzie King Trophy
visit the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame at
the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
where it is on display.

THIS WEEK’S
NEW POLL
Do you support Aurora
adopting a ward system?

Yes No Unsure
Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
Do Previous
you think the
pollDowntown
results
Should the Town wait for the Province to weigh in before
implementing a ward system in Aurora?
MAY 21, 2019

This image was taken at approximately
7.15 a.m. on May 29, 1929 at the corner
of Yonge and Wellington Streets. It shows
John G. McDonald, Principal of Aurora Public School, waiting for students to
board the bus for a trip to Niagara Falls.
This was the first time an Aurora class was
taken on a trip and it is believed that they
were among the first students to be given
a field trip by a school bus in Ontario.

TIME TRAVELLER’S
DIARY

RESULTS
TO DATE

Field Trips!

YES

NO

62% 38%

UNSURE

0%
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Feds funding to help prevent local flooding
$8.2 million announced to expand
Aurora pumping station
By Brock Weir

Communities like Aurora are
experiencing increasing levels of extreme
weather events due to climate change, and
the Federal Government is now stepping
up to help Aurora – and York Region – be
better equipped to battle flooding.

The Federal Government announced
Friday a $8.2 million cash infusion to
expand the Aurora Pumping Station on
St. John’s Sideroad at Industrial Parkway,
resulting in increased capacity to deal with
increased water due to severe weather.
The infrastructure funding will go
towards two specific components that will

Aurora Bungalow on Premium Lot
Mayor Tom Mrakas, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Infrastructure and Communities Marco Mendicino, Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson, and York Region Chair Wayne
Emmerson attended Friday’s announcement at the Aurora Pumping Station.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

$998,000

This roomy bungalow sits on its own little piece of private heaven. Demand location. Oﬀers large
principle rooms, 3+1 bedroom; finished basement. Private patios and gazebo. I see a ranch style
bungalow in your future!!! Call for private viewing. Opportunity Knocks!! Prestigious Street! Large Lot
(8541 Sqft) 84’ frontage!

Wendy Browne
Sales Representative

Sutton Group - Future Realty Inc
905-853-5955

–
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Power of Attorney
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and Divorces
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Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1 ⎜ Tel: (905) 726-3188 Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca ⎜ jason@allanlaw.com

“improve the resiliency of the municipal
sewage system” including an additional
pumping station to meet the needs of
increased waterflow during flooding
events. A second component will expand
the Pumping Station’s equalization tank
that will ensure that extreme weather
will not result in interruptions to sewage
treatment or disruptions to residential
and industrial water service.
“Climate Change is having a
dramatic impact on our Canadian
communities,” said Marco Mendicino,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Infrastructure and Communities at
Friday’s announcement. “We see it in
the floods, in the wildfires, in the extreme
weather events which are occurring far
more frequently than at any point in
time in recorded history. The effects of
these extreme weather events don’t go
away overnight. It takes time to build and
repair the damage that takes a major toll,
not only finically but emotionally. Think
about your neighbours, the people that
live in those homes where there has been
flood damage. Think about those small
business entrepreneurs that started the
businesses. Think about the emotional
toll on those folks. When tides rise, rivers
crest and fires burn, we see the havoc that
nature can wreak. It is in those times that
we see the best in each other and in the
communities we call home.
“Planning ahead for the events we know
are coming makes us better equipped
to withstand the damage from climate
change and extreme weather events.
It is not only the right thing to do, it is
just common sense. We’re talking about
investing in your future by protecting and
improving infrastructure that is critical
to withstand the pressures of climate
change and extreme weather. We don’t
have the luxury or the ability to just sit by
and not take concrete action.”
Mendicino was joined at the Pumping
Station by Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle
Peterson, York Region Chair Wayne
Emerson and Aurora Mayor Tom
Mrakas.

Welcoming
the
Parliamentary
Secretary, Peterson said that “solid,
modern infrastructure is vital” to
building strong Canadian communities
and improving overall quality of life.
“Like many parts of the world, York
Region is experiencing the impacts of
climate change,” added Mr. Emmerson.
“Our winters are becoming more and
more unpredictable, annual average
temperatures are growing warmer
and we’re experiencing an increasing
number of extreme weather events. As
we are beginning to see more heavy rain
events, the investments in this project will
help protect the environment, reduce
service interruptions, and safeguard
the health of over 133,000 residents for
the communities of East Gwillimbury,
Newmarket and Aurora.
“We may not know the extent of
the impacts of natural disasters, or
how severe or frequent our changing
weather events will be. However, we do
know that protecting our communities,
safeguarding our drinking water and
building resilient communities can only
happen when we’re all working together
and advancing these projects with a
coordinated approach.”
Mayor Mrakas was joined by members
of the Town’s infrastructure departments.
He said communities like Aurora are
“struggling” with infrastructure projects,
noting municipalities often receive in the
neighbourhood of nine cents for every
tax dollar but have to shoulder 60 per
cent of the costs.
The investment into the Aurora
pumping station is a welcome investment.
“I think it is great to have a government
that believes in the scientific evidence
of climate change and that we need to
move ahead and look to the future in
how we protect our residents and our
communities; also, the willingness to work
and partner with our local communities
and help us, knowing there is a strain
when it comes to municipalities being
able to fund and pay for infrastructure in
our communities,” he said.
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Art therapy helps patients
unlock memories – one
brushstroke at a time

30

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev was joined by Mayor Mrakas, Loren Freid, CEO of the Alzheimer Society of York Region, and many of the organization’s volunteers
on Friday to celebrate the Society’s Artwell project, which will receive a Federal boost through
the New Horizons for Seniors program.
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By Brock Weir

A hand lightly brushed against
fabric.
The sun setting on a golden, sandy
beach.
For many of us, these images evoke
fond memories of special occasions
and special people who have made a
difference in our lives.
But, the Alzheimer Society of York
Region and the McMichael Canadian
Art Collection have seen firsthand the
power these images have in unlocking
memories for those living with
dementia – and they will continue to
do so over the year ahead.
On Friday, the Alzheimer Society
of York Region received a grant of
$21,477 from the Federal Government’s
New Horizons for Seniors program to
further their work with their fledgling
Artwell Program, a collaboration
between the Aurora-based Society and
the Kleinburg gallery.
“This New Horizons grant has
facilitated a wonderful partnership
between the Alzheimer Society and the
McMichael Canadian Art Collection
team,” said Loren Freid, CEO of the
Alzheimer Society of York Region,
who welcomed Aurora-Oak RidgesRichmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev to
their headquarters for the occasion.
“The Artwell project offers seniors
living in our community with volunteer
opportunities to share their compassion
and knowledge, and to engage with
people living with Alzheimer’s and
other dementias.
“As part of the art class, the
McMichael Team offers a brief tutorial
on the day’s project and volunteers
and clients work together to create art.
Throughout the process, clients and
volunteers are fully engaged, talking
and laughing together. Sometimes
clients share details of their past with
volunteers and volunteers get to know
the clients, understanding their history
and appreciating who they are now.”

Art, he said, fosters many positive
reactions for people living with
dementia, including those in the
advanced stages of the disease. One
client had memories of their wedding
dress triggered by a simple swatch of
fabric, he said. Another was reminded
of a family vacation through a beach
scene.
“Sometimes, as a result, creating
art helps clients lessen anxieties
and provides them with a new
way of expressing themselves and
communicating with others,” he
continued. “Through the Art Well
project, we have watched clients
hesitate about joining the class, but
once they are engaged and fully
welcomed by the McMichael staff and
volunteers, they often get excited to
participate, trying out the equipment
and materials, laughing, and helping
each other to create really wonderful
works of art.”
The Artwell Project was first helped
off the launching pad by a previous
New Horizons grant and Ms. Alleslev
told the partners she was thrilled to see
this partnership continue to make a
difference in the community.
“It is so important that we have
these types of opportunities to
develop excellence for people living
with Alzheimer’s and dementia. Your
work is invaluable,” she said, issuing
a challenge to spread the program
to Alzheimer’s patients across the
country. “To be able to come up with
the Artwell Project, to take a risk, to
seek out the funding so we had the
opportunity to invest in it, and then
make it an overwhelming success is
something you are to be commended
for.”
From the McMichael’s perspective,
engagement with art has been widely
recognized as having significant
benefits for individuals living with
dementia, whether it is creating,
looking at or discussing.
“Involvement with art allows the
Continued on page 22
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on community building and proper
planning.”
In his motion, Mayor Mrakas
pointed out that legislation abolishing
the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB)
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Tribunal (LPAT) received unanimous,
all-party support in the Ontario
Legislature under the previous
government in recognition that
“local governments should have the
authority to uphold their provinciallyapproved Official Plans, to uphold
their community-driven planning.”
The recently introduced Bill,
announced by the Government as
a measure to improve housing stock
across the Province by cutting red
tape, would reverse the decision,
Andrew Kohnen
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argued the Mayor, and put power
back in the hands of an “unelected”
and “unaccountable” body.
“At the end of the day when Bill
139 was introduced in the House
that would look at making significant
changes and abolish
the
OMB, it was
5/25/17
5/25/17
1:191:19
PMPM
quite an incredible amount of work
and not just from elected officials,
but residents and ratepayers getting
together and speaking on behalf of
needed changes to bring authority
back to our local governments on how
we evolve and grow as municipalities
with respect to land use planning,” he
told Council. “My question to those
MPPs who are sitting in the House
now [is] why the change? What
we call in political terms, why the
flip-flop?
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“This government talks about the
fact they are ‘for the people,’ well,
let’s put the people first instead of
the Party. That’s what I see here.
Everyone is toeing the party line and
they are looking to make changes to
legislation. Who is asking for it? When
Bill 139 was introduced, it was elected
officials across this Province and it was
a majority of them that represented
close to 70 per cent of the population
of this province and that is why those
changes were made. Who is asking
for those changes now? I don’t see the
people up in arms saying we need to
go back to a system that is flawed. At
the end of the day, this is being driven
by a for-profit industry that is looking
to increase their profit margins.”
He went on to further challenge the
Provincial Government’s claim that
the Bill is being proposed in the name
of affordable housing, when the Bill
encompasses myriad other pieces of
legislation including the Conservation
Authorities Act, the Endangered
Species Act, the Environmental
Protection Act, the Labour Relations
Act, and more.
“They were put in place to safeguard
our environment, our history, our
health,” said Mayor Mrakas. “Now,
they are being basically jeopardized
in the guise of affordable housing. I
put forward this motion to say that
we in Aurora oppose this Bill in its
current state and that we would like
the Government of Ontario to halt
this Bill, stop, pause, whatever it is,
and sit down with the elected officials
and let’s have a conversation of how
we can achieve what we truly need
and what we all agree we need, which
is affordable housing.
“There is a housing crisis in
Ontario, but it is not one of supply;
it is one of affordable housing. At the
end of the day, the talk is that the

1987
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‘missing middle’ that this is what will
be able to be built if we provide and
supply more supply of housing. Well,
that missing middle can be built today.
There is no red tape. You can go out
and build bungalows, build low-rise
to mid-rise apartments and that is not
happening. That is not getting built.
If bungalows were getting built, we
wouldn’t have an issue. The red tape
is the development industry coming
to Councils across this Province
and asking for amendment after
amendment and asking us to rip apart
our official plans and our visions for
our communities so they can increase
their profits. It is not what the people
want [and] it is time to sit down, work
together and let’s have planning that
is for the people and not planning for
profit.”
The Mayor’s Motion received the
unanimous approval of Council,
although Councillor Wendy Gaertner
said she had some concerns.
At issue was a wholesale opposition
to the Bill. As the proposed
legislation covers such a wide area,
she questioned whether Council’s
opposition should be more specific
and make their opposition as strong
as possible.
Mayor Mrakas said he disagreed,
saying he personally opposed the
whole Bill.
“Some might not and I can’t
speak to those who might like some
parts of it,” he said. “As a developer,
you’ll just be able to cut a cheque
to bypass some protections. That’s
in simple terms. It’s a little bit more
complicated than that. Each of the
acts that are being affected are being
affected to allow for easier access to
the development community to come
in and develop what they would like
to instead of what municipalities
would like.”
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Arthritis:
New Approach
Delivers
Remarkable
Results

It was a sell-out crowd Thursday night as the Aurora Whisky Society held a fundraising dinner
and whisky tasting at Richmond Hill’s Oakview Terrace to benefit Bereaved Families of York
Region. The event, which featured (below) a performance of highland dancing, raised close
to $12,000 for the organization, including a $5,000 donation from Magna International. The
cheque was presented to Christine Goguen, Executive Director of Bereaved Families of York
Region by Magna’s Marc Neeb, accompanied by Whisky Society members Keith Scott and Vern
Cunningham.
Auroran photos by Brock Weir

If you suffer from Arthritis you need
to be aware of effective advancements
that can eliminate years of pain,
suffering, immobility and frustration.
You may have told your doctor
you suffer with one or more of the
following: sore, stiff knees, painful
achy hips, low back pain, mid back
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain.
You may find that your pain
or stiffness affects your work,
housekeeping,
leisure
activities,
exercise, sports or other activities. You
go to the drug store or to your doctor
and get pills to help relieve your pain.
But you find the pain keeps returning.
Alternatively, the doctor may refer
you to a specialist who may tell you
that surgery is needed or is an option
for you.
However, many people are hesitant
to have surgery given its invasive
nature. It is important to know
that although surgery is sometimes
necessary, it is considered a last resort
in most cases.
Also, you may have heard that there
are serious health risks associated with
chronic use (or overuse) of pain pills or
anti-inflammatory drugs that include
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.
There is a new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach that has
helped many sufferers improve their

lives dramatically: Laser therapy
uses light to favor and accelerate
the body’s natural healing processes.
The innovative Multiwave Locked
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe,
efficient and simultaneous effect on
pain, inflammation, swelling and
water retention, exceeding the limits
of traditional LLLT (Low power) and
concerns of HP (High power) laser
therapy.
What does this mean for you?
Our patients have reported a 9095% relief of their symptoms, more
mobility, increased flexibility and
vastly improved function!
It is the very latest in medical
technology, with years of clinical
studies supporting its safety and
efficacy and we are very proud to offer
our patients effective solutions to their
recent or chronic conditions.
“This new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach has helped
many sufferers improve their lives
dramatically”.
Come in and allow us to help you achieve
the results you deserve! Call (905) 7732225 to book your FREE consultation and
examination at King West Wellness Centre
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In
the Home Hardware Plaza)

WELCOME TO "THE NEW" AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES
SAVINGS

EVENT

FINAL DAYS

GET

750

On all
2019 Tucson,
2019 Santa Fe &
2019 Santa Fe XL

$

IN PRICE ADJUSTMENTS^

Offer ends May 31

MEET “KONA”
OUR CUSTOMER CARE
AMBASSADOR

Get more of the features you want.

✓

2019 ELANTRA

$

Lease the Essential
manual for only

At

For

40 1.49% 60

$

5

more weekly
and get◊

✓
✓
✓
✓

Heated Steering Wheel
Blind-Spot Collision Warning

✓ Heated front seats
✓ 5.0" touch-screen and rearview camera
✓ Air conditioning

††

2019
Elantra
Preferred
M/T

Rear Cross-Traffic
Collision Warning

months with
$1,595 down◊

Weekly

Includes:

5 Year

OR STEP UP TO THE
PREFERRED MANUAL
FOR ONLY

5-Year Comprehensive
Limited Warranty††

2019
Honda
Civic
LX M/T

2019
Toyota
Corolla
SE M/T

✗
✗
✗
✗

✗
✗
✗
✗

Warranty

Ultimate model shown ♦

5 Year

5 Year

††

Warranty

✓

Ultimate model shown ♦

2019 SANTA FE
Lease the 2.4L
Essential FWD for only

At

For

2.49% 60

75

$

Weekly

Includes:

months with
$2,995 down◊

✓ 7.0" touch-screen with rearview camera
✓ Android AutoTM∇ & Apple CarPlayTM‡
✓ Heated front seats

$

OR STEP UP TO THE
2.4L ESSENTIAL AWD
WITH SMARTSENSETM
PACKAGE FOR ONLY

7

more weekly
and get◊

††

✓

Warranty

Ultimate model shown ♦

2019 Santa Fe
2019
2019
Nissan
Ford
2.4L Essential AWD
TM
with SmartSense Murano SV Edge SE
AWD
AWD
Package

Lane Keeping Assist
Adaptive Cruise Control with
Traffic Stop and Go
Heated Steering Wheel
5-Year Comprehensive
Limited Warranty††

✓
✓
✓
✓

✗
✗
✓
✗

✓
✗
✗
✗

2019 TUCSON
Lease the 2.0L
Essential FWD for only

65

$

Weekly

At

$
For

1.99% 48
Includes:

months with
$2,545 down◊

✓ Heated front seats
✓ 7.0" touch-screen with rearview camera
✓ Android Auto™ ∇ & Apple CarPlay™‡

OR STEP UP TO THE
2.0L PREFERRED FWD
FOR ONLY

7

more weekly
and get◊

2019
Tucson 2.0L
Preferred
FWD

Blind-Spot Collision Warning
Heated Leather Steering Wheel
Rear Heated Seats
5-Year Comprehensive
Limited Warranty††

✓
✓
✓
✓

2019
Mazda
CX-5
GX FWD

✓
✗
✗
✗

2019
Honda
CR-V LX
FWD

✗
✗
✗
✗

Dealers may charge additional fees for administration
of up to $499. Charges may vary by dealer.

That’s the H-Factor.

TM

hyundaicanada.com

◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2019 Elantra Essential manual/2019 Elantra Preferred manual/2019 Tucson 2.0L Essential FWD/2019 Tucson 2.0L Preferred FWD/2019 Santa Fe 2.4L Essential FWD/2019 Santa Fe 2.4L Essential AWD with SmartSenseTM Package with an annual lease rate of 1.49%/1.49%/
1.99%/1.99%/2.49%/2.49%. Total lease obligation is $12,005/$13,302/$16,136/$17,596//$22,532/$24,242. Weekly lease payment of $40/$45/$65/$72/$75/$82 for a 60/60/48/48/60/60-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $1,595/$1,595/$2,545/$2,545/$2,995/$2,995 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down
payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,705/$1,705/$1,805/$1,805/$1,905/$1,905, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Lease offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per
year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. ^Price adjustments of $750 available on in-stock 2019 Tucson and 2019 Santa Fe/Santa Fe XL models on lease, finance and cash purchase from May 21 to May 31, 2019. Price adjustments are applied before taxes. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. See your local Hyundai dealer for further details.
♦Price of model shown: 2019 Elantra Ultimate Intense Blue / 2019 Tucson Ultimate AWD Aqua Blue / 2019 Santa Fe 2.0T Ultimate Turbo AWD is $29,437/$40,137/$47,037. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,705/$1,805/$1,905, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and
dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. ^♦◊Offers available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer cannot
be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal
use and maintenance conditions. ∇Android Auto™ is compatible with Android phones running Android Lollipop or newer. Android Auto may not be available on all devices and is not available in all countries or regions. Additional apps may be required. Visit www.android.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Android and Android Auto are
trademarks of Google Inc. ‡Apple CarPlay™ works with iPhone 5s, iPhone 5c, iPhone 5 and later models running the latest version of iOS 7 and above. CarPlay™ may not be available on all devices and may not be available in all countries or regions. Visit www.apple.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Apple, Apple CarPlay and iPod are
trademarks of Apple Inc. ™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. For further details, terms and conditions visit www.hyundaicanada.com/buyright or your local dealer.
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and
Competitive
Rep
Hockey
Novice: 8 years old

BELIEVE IN YOURSELF!
Special
*

for Girls and Women in York Region
King
Women in York Region
Bradford

for
Atom:
9−10Girls
years old and
Peewee: 11−12 years old

East Gwillimbury
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13−14
years
old old
CYGHA
boundaries include:
Panther
Cubs:
4−6
years
Whitchurch-Stouﬀville
Aurora
Tyke:Midget:
7 years15−
old17 years old
Aurora
Richmond
Hill
Newmarket
Tyke: 7 years old
Novice:
8 years
old 18+ years old
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West Gwillimbury
Newmarket
King
Novice: 8 years old
King
Atom: 9−10 years old
Bradford
Atom: 9−10 years old
Bradford
East Gwillimbury
Peewee: 11−12 years old 905−727−0269 | info@cygha.com
Mailing Address: 14845 Yonge Street, Unit 6 Box 130, Aurora ON L4G 6H8
East Gwillimbury
Peewee: 11−12 years old
Sharon
Oﬃce
Location: 2nd ﬂoor of the Aurora Community Centre
Bantam: 13−14 years
old
Sharon
Whitchurch-Stouﬀville
Bantam: 13−14 years old
Midget: 15− 17 years old
CYGHA.COM
| CENTRALYORKPANTHERS.COM
Whitchurch-Stouﬀville
Richmond Hill
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Women’s Division: 18+ years old
WestRichmond
Gwillimbury
Women’s Division: 18+ years old
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CYGHA.COM | CENTRALYORKPANTHERS.COM
CYGHA.COM | CENTRALYORKPANTHERS.COM

CYGHA.COM
CENTRALYORKPANTHERS.COM

Call us at 905.727.7144
to schedule a free introductory
lesson at a time that is
convenient for you. But hurry.
This offer expires on
August 31 2019!

*Smart people read the fine print.This offer is only valid for new memberships and is only valid for the first three months.After the initial three month trial
period, the membership rate will revert to our rate of $189.95 per month. The customer reserves the right to cancel the membership
at any time within the three month trial membership.This offer expires August 31, 2019. Need more information? Give us a call to book
a visit to a class in action.
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A Superior

Education that

...inspires

...engages

...transforms

Ask us about affordable options for all local students

519-272-1900 ext 1

THE AURORAN
REGISTRATION
GUIDE 2019
Choose Your Summer Adventure
Day Camps for children ages 4 –12 in Aurora

Learn and explore in your community
with the team from our local licensed
child care centres.

Now accepting

FALL & SUMMER CAMP
REGISTRATIONS
Where Dancers Love To Dance!

Visit the farm animals, dig in the
garden, build forts in the forest, and
take swimming lessons in the little lake
on our 48-acre property.

Join us for our camp OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, June 1st, 10am to 2pm
19794 Highway 48, Mount Albert

Learn more and register at
www.YPCE.com/camps

905-841-1314 | 905-727-0450

16715 Yonge St #28, Newmarket, ON L3X 3A1 ⎜905-386-8040 www.cdadanceacademy.com ⎜cdadanceacademy@gmail.com

SHOSHIN
Martial Arts Centre
Instructor:

Ameer Mohamed
(Sempai Moh)

Philosophy
of the dojo:
The goal is to provide
a well rounded system of
self defense. The dojo is
a place that will
challenge students
physically and mentally
while providing a supportive
and positive environment.
It is our duty to show
the next generation a higher
level of morality and
promote a mindset that
will help them persevere
in day to day life.

Program offered:
Karate
Jiu Jitsu
Kobudo
Self Defense
Anti Bully Tactics
Street Proofing
We will have an
“end of school”
special on children’s
memberships
(3 months and 1 year)
until June 29th
Program Offered to:
Kids and adults
(separate classes)
Ages 6 and up

302 Wellington Street East Unit B03, Aurora. L4G 1J5
905 503 8050 | shoshinmac@gmail.com | www.shoshindojo.ca
shoshin_dojo_aurora
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Historical Society explores deep roots of mental health

Erika Baird, curator of Hillary House National Historic Site, is pictured in the Hillary House ballroom with some of the artefacts that will form their new exhibition, entitled “Mental Health:
A History”. 				
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

where we’re going in the future, according
to the Aurora Historical Society.
These are conversations the Aurora
A museum is a place to learn about the Historical Society (AHS) is hoping to inspire
past, but in learning about where we’ve in their new exhibition “Mental Health: A
been, we can spark a conversation about History,” which is set to open at Hillary
By Brock Weir

House National Historic Site this Saturday,
May 24 in conjunction with the Canadian
Mental Health Association – York & South
Simcoe Chapter.
Hillary House, home also to the Koffler
Museum of Medicine, has a storied medical
legacy locally and curator Erika Baird
says their efforts will look at the treatment
of mental health in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, including the rise of
institutions, various treatments, life as a
patient, and more.
“With the rising awareness of mental
health, thanks to initiatives like Bell Let’s
Talk and celebrity spokespeople like Clara
Hughes, it’s easy for one to think that this is
a modern problem,” says Ms. Baird. “The
truth is that mental illness has plagued the
human race for millennia; it just went by
different terms than we use today.”
This is clearly evidenced in some of the
Victorian medical books in the Koffler
collection, which outline debunked
methods and theories that were seen as
cutting-edge at the time.
Ms. Baird’s own interest in the history
of mental health began before she arrived
at the Aurora Historical Society while on
an internship that had her looking at the
history of the former Provincial Lunatic
Asylum in Toronto.
This early spark was stoked into a flame
as she delved deeper into Hillary House’s
collection and she began with a broad
idea of the history of mental health; a
broad topic to be sure, but one that was
distilled down to something much more
manageable.
“I wanted to talk about how our
terminology has changed over the years,”
says Ms. Baird. “’Lunatic’ is not a term
we would use today, along with ‘crazy and
‘insane’, and how we have come to today
where we have more scientific and medical
terms for different disorders.”
The exhibition goes on to explore
different treatments, including “moral
therapy,” which was based on the idea that
living a “moral and upright life” would result
in a mental “shift” back to what was seen
as an ideal. Music therapy, bibliotherapy
(reading), and water therapy (cold water
baths and douching) are also explored, as
are treatments carried out in asylums that
seem barbaric by today’s standards.
“These asylums were always very
crowded and, with the lack of supervision,
they ended up being akin to forced labour as
the men would go and physically build the
walls for the site, the women would do a lot
of the gardening and sewing, and all for no
pay, but it would upkeep their maintenance.
That was supposed to correct their minds.”

Through her research, Ms. Baird found
local stories to bring these treatments to
life, including that of Frank T. Deville, who
served as Mayor of Aurora in the middle
of the first decade of the twentieth century.
Prior to his election, in 1888, he was a
business leader who owned the Beaver
Tannery on Yonge Street.
As it happens, Deville was a patient at
the Provincial Lunatic Asylum. Although
Ms. Baird was denied access to files to flesh
out just what his diagnosis was at the time,
what she found “interesting and uplifting”
about his story was a surprising lack of
stigma in the community.
“There wasn’t a lot of evidence in the
Town that that is where he was,” Ms. Baird
explains. “His business partners took over for
him, they sympathized with him for being
ill and, when he got back, he took up the
reins of the business and later even became
the Mayor of Aurora. A lot of times with
the stigma of that age and the ideas against
mental illness, for him to have been able to
get down to that facility, seek the treatment
he needed and not only come home but be
successful after and continue to be a leader
of the community, really shows some of the
strength and generosity in spirit that you
don’t always find in that area.”
More contemporary accounts can
be found surrounding Pine Ridge, a
Provincially-run mental health facility for
men that was, until its closure in 1985,
located in the Provincial building on the
northwest corner of Yonge Street and
Bloomington Road.
“To hear people’s thoughts before
and after the closure was particularly eyeopening,” says Ms. Baird.
As the exhibition runs through the end of
September, the Aurora Historical Society is
brainstorming different ways to bring their
message out into the community, including
workshops slated to take place at Hillary
House on September 28 to coincide with
Culture Days, the theme of which this
year happens to be mental health, and
summertime activities like yoga on the lawn
to explore the link between mental and
physical health.
“I want people to get a better sense of
what people with mental issues have gone
through in history, not only how far we’ve
come, but how far we have yet to go,”
says Ms. Baird. “Part of the reason to do
an exhibit like this is to make it relevant to
people today. A museum should not be just
purveyors of times gone by, but stimulating
conversation of modern issues and be
an education space because if we’re not
relating to our community and making a
difference, then what’s the point?”

Presents

“A NIGHT ON BROADWAY”
Join us for a delightful concert of selections from the greatest
musicals of all time. Featuring the music from West Side Story,
Cats, The Sound of Music, South Paciﬁc, Les Miserables,
Phantom of the Opera and many more Broadway Hits.

Friday, May 24 - 8PM

at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora...
79 Victoria St.

Sunday, May 26- 7:30 PM

at Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts.
10268 Yonge St.
Tickets: Friday : Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $15
Sunday: Adults $30, Seniors $25, Students $15
For Friday concert call:
York Symphony at (416) 410-0860 www.yorksymphony.ca
For Sunday concert call: Richmond Hill at:
(905) 787-8811 OR ONLINE: www.rhcentre.ca

SAC Music Students
Give Back

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

N

BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

Wellington St. E.

Walk-ins welcome

905-841-6411
Contributed photo

In 2018, six students at St. Andrew’s
College got together to give back to the
local community.
As students enjoying the advantages
of an exceptional music program at
their school, they decided to use their
musical gifts for the good of their
community.
As the JazzCan Collective, Matthew
Deo, Will Le Boeuf, Daniel Park,
Christopher Seguin-Bianchi, Tony
Yang and Hiroki Yasui, rehearsed for
many hours together before performing
at various local retirement residences.
The band members felt that they
could take the joy of live music to
a section of the community that
sometimes has difficulty getting around.
It was a very fulfilling experience.
The audience of seniors were very
appreciative that we were a band and
that we were actually playing musical
instruments and not electronic music.
They also realized that the seniors
really enjoyed chatting with them after

Bayview Ave.

• Manicure
• Spa Pedicure
• Bio Gel
• Solar Nails
• UV Gel Nails
• Acrylic
• Air Brush Design
Hollidge Blvd.

Submitted by Matthew Deo

Page 13

THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 23, 2019

130 Hollidge Blvd.
905-727-6030

Providing valued and trusted
legal advice since 1983

the performances.
In the same vein of giving back, on
March 30, the Collective performed at
a fundraiser in Aurora to raise money
for MusiCounts.
MusiCounts is a Canadian music
charity which has as its goal to put
AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE
musical instruments in the hands of
kids and youth who need them the
most.
AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE
They support requests for instruments
from places where music programs are
not available or funding has been cut,
from remote communities, special needs
schools, after-school programs, and
with 1000’s of styles to choose from!
community non-profit organizations.
HOURS Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 | Sun 12 - 4
The group’s goal was to raise $3,000
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On
to fund a wind ensemble but the band
(905) 727-7347
Lampshades
surpassed that goal and raised $3,600.
HOURS
Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
& we can
The band is very proud that their
Sat 10-5,
Sun 12 - 4
with
1000’s
of
styles
to
choose
from!
arrange
efforts will make some children or
ALL MAJOR
HOURS Mon
- FriCREDIT
- 10 - 6
CARDS
ACCEPTED
for
installation
youth very happy and support their
Sat 10 - 5 | Sun 12 - 4
All major credit cards accepted
love for music.
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On
None of this would have been
(905) 727-7347
possible if it were not for the excellent
instruction of the Music Department at
15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca
St. Andrew’s College.

S
f
0
o
0
LIGHTING
IDEAS
0
1
of Lighting
of ideas from

LIGHTING IDEAS
All major credit cards accepted

...with thousands of styles to choose from!

Planning to move outside of the GTA…Across Country…Anywhere in the World?
Call us today! We will connect you with top agents to assist you anywhere…globally!
LOCATION LOCATION LOCATION! – OLD AURORA

RAVINE LOT – BUNGALOFT – OAK RIDGES

Charming Century Home
on 60’x145’ Lot in Aurora
Village! Walk to Town
Park, GO Station, Restaurants, Library, Planned
Town Square & More!
A Must See!

$829,900

One-Of-A-Kind Bungaloft! Large Pie-Shaped
Ravine Lot! 4 Bdrm, 3.5
Bath! Open Concept
Layout. Wheelchair
Accessible Door Widths!
Energy Star Home.

$1,550,000
STUNNING 16 ACRE PROPERTY – HWY 9/CONC 2

$1,725,000

Custom Home On
Fabulous 1/2 Acre
Ravine Lot! Quiet
Crescent. Stunning Yard
With Lagoon-Style Pool,
50 Tonnes Of Natural
Rock, Multiple Decks!
Must Be Seen!

$2,150,000

COMPLETELY RENO’D – ST ANDREWS ON THE HILL

FRENCH CHATEAU – GATED COMMUNITY – AURORA

Stunning French Chateau
in Gated Adena Meadows. 1 Acre Backing
South to Magna Golf
Club. 6+1 Bdrm, 10 Bath,
Over 13,000sf Living
Area! 5 Car Garage!

Private Pie-Shaped ½
Acre Lot With Mature
Trees & Pond With Waterfall, Walk Out Bsmt,
Stone & Stucco Exterior,
Completely Reno’d
Thru-Out. Over 4100sf!

One-Of-A-Kind Builder’s
Home. 4650sf Plus Fully
Fin Bsmt! Great Rm With
Cathedral Ceiling Open To
Chef’s Kitchen! Fin W/O
Bsmt With Full Kitchen
Open To Rec Rm!

$2,448,000

$2,425,000

CUSTOM BUILT ON RAVINE LOT – AURORA

Relax In Your Stunning
84’ X 180’ Lot With
Cedar Pavilion, Patio &
Water Feature. Kitchen
Open To 2-Storey Great
Rm. 4 Bdrms, 3 On
Main! A Must See!

$1,890,000

BUNGALOFT – BRENTWOOD ESTATES – AURORA

1/3 Acre Lot With Pool,
Hot Tub, Gazebo, 2-Level
Deck, Plus Large Grass
Play Area! 9’ Ceiling On
Main. Hdwd On Main
& Upper Levels. Custom
Kitchen, Fin Bsmt!

GORGEOUS BUNGALOFT – SOUTH AURORA

Custom 4800sf Home
On Beautiful 16 Acre Lot!
2 Ponds, Artisan Well,
Trails, Both Grass & Treed
Areas! 4 Car Detached
Garage Plus Large Steel
Garage/Workshop!

$1,795,000

ST. ANDREW’S ON THE HILL – AURORA

$7,499,000

A name you know... people you trust!
Let us help you
ﬁnd your
dream home.

Established and Experienced.
One of Aurora’s top realtors for over 25 years
Top 1% in Canada
Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961 info@susancowen.com

www.SusanCowen.com

Continually Referred!
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Market hopes for warmer weather ahead of
Saturday’s Grand Opening
By Brock Weir

Each Saturday, Cathy Williams serves
up some time-honoured tradition.
If you’ve sampled any of the cookies
Ms. Williams serves up at Catharina’s
Kitchen, her popular Aurora-based
catering business, you know why they’re
fast sellers at the Aurora Farmers’
Market. But they’re more than cookies,
they’re something of a love letter to her
roots.
Among her groaning trays of baked
goods each Market morning, patrons
make short work of her bags filled with
fresh chocolate chip and ginger cookies
– the latter being baked directly from
a recipe handed down to her from her
grandmother.

“It’s a way to keep her alive in a way,
as cheesy as that sounds,” says Ms.
Williams.
Ms. Williams was back at the Market
at the start of this month, signalling the
beginning of the 2019 Outdoor Market
season.
Falling on May the Fourth this
year, many vendors came decked out
in Star Wars gear (as in, “May the
Fourth be With You”) and patrons
were encouraged to follow suit, but as
Ms. Williams fretted ahead of time on
whether to don her Chewbacca mask or
go with something that would give her a
bit more face time with customers, she
was coming into the Market with the
added responsibility of Market Chair.
Ms. Williams came to the Aurora
Farmers’ Market after serving up

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH

TRY OUR
FAMILY
COMBO!

1 Whole Chicken
PiriPiri Sauce
4 Medium Sides

The Chicken Place
Portuguese BBQ

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019
www.thechickenplace.ca

Choice of:
Rice Pilaf
Parisienne Potatoes
Tomato & Cucumber Salad
Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad
Bean Salad
French Fries
Caesar Salad
Sauteed Vegetables

her baked goods and other fare at
markets in Stouffville, Huntsville and in
Downtown Toronto.
A resident of Aurora for more than
40 years, she eventually decided she
wanted to find a Market close to home.
But the story starts earlier than that.
She has been in the food business the
better part of four decades, cooking in
the kitchens at St. Andrew’s College, for
instance, until the people at SAC started
calling her at home encouraging her to
get her dishes out to wider audiences.
After setting up a special kitchen
to meet demand, she began catering
for local churches and word of mouth
continued to expand.
“Good food at a reasonable price, all
fresh and organic as I can make it, and
nut free, because that is what I was used

COURSES about

HORSES!
www.coursesabouthorses.ca

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HORSES AND WANT
TO BECOME FAMILIAR WITH EVERYTHING
ABOUT THEM IN A FUN AND “HANDS ON” WAY?
WE ARE OFFERING COURSES PERIODICALLY
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.
In a classroom setting we explore horse care,
handling, terminology, first aid, feeding,
movement, breeds, conformation, etc. Then we
move into the barn and use the horses here to
practice and observe
what we have learned!

6 week courses
starting in June,
July and August.
Please go to our
website for all the
details or call
416-891-2035

only $3895

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

to at St. Andrew’s College,” she says,
when asked to explain the hallmarks of
her cooking.
Once she got involved with the
Aurora Farmers’ Market, there was no
turning back.
“I am a chatty person, so I enjoy
talking to a lot of the people at the
market,” she says. “You have access to
so many things, so many fresh things
there, and it’s a great way to network
and drum up business. You won’t
believe the amount of catering business
I have got from talking to people at the
Market.
“As Chair, my role is to boost the
Market up, bring it into the twentyfirst century and make it more fun
– not that it wasn’t fun before, but we
want to make it more entertaining and
involve more of the community. The
ambience of the Market is very friendly
and relaxing; it’s all about neighbours
getting together and having a good time
– and that’s the ambiance we want to
keep and foster. There aren’t a lot of
markets that have that.”
Although Saturday marked the start
of the Outdoor Season, the official
Grand Opening of the Aurora Farmers’
Market will take place Saturday, May
25 with their annual Spring Festival,
featuring live entertainment from
The Therapy Seekers, in the hopes
of lucking into sunnier and warmer
weather.
Additional special event days follow
on June 22 with the Strawberry Festival,
July 20 with Customer Appreciation
Day, August 24 with the Community
Corn Roast, September 28 for the
annual Soup Fest held in conjunction
with Culture Days, and concluding with
the Harvest Festival on October 12.
The Aurora Farmers’ Market is held
at Town Park and Wells Street each
Saturday May through October from
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

SPRING
BBQ
PATIO

By Grillers!
For Grillers!

Sale

TAX FREE on all
Patio Furniture
While quantities last!

FREE iGRILL
every purchase (Temperature monitor
value $139.00 with all Genesis11)

Free in-town delivery
and assembly

Over 30 BBQ’s on display!
We are Aurora’s largest Weber Alliance dealer.

1 Vata Crt. ⎜ 905-713-2317 ⎜ www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 23, 2019

Page 15

There’s still more work to do on inclusion, say Police
on 2SLGBTQ milestone
partnership with Canadian Heritage and
York Regional Police, we are very, very
pleased to be enjoying an over-a-decade
relationship with the York Regional
Police, starting with one of the first
Pride Barbecues at the Safety Village to
Language Matters training, a consultation
table for action with our major 2SLGBTQ
partners in York Region and many more
things we plan to do here in York Region
and Beyond,” said Mr. Gal.
“York Pride is very excited to be preparing
for a 20-year anniversary celebrating the
history, courage and diversity across York

Region in 2020 and we can’t be happier
to be partnering with York Regional Police
and all of our partners. I would like to
take the time to thank everyone for being
here. It is very important we continue to do
social programming across York Region
to include people and make them feel like
they can be a part of the community, be
their authentic self and engage in a fun
manner that allows them to be included.”
For more information on York Pride, including
their June 15 Pride Festival at Newmarket’s
Riverwalk Commons, visit yorkpridefest.com.

Jacob Gal of York Pride speaks at last week’s celebration marking the fiftieth anniversary of
the partial decriminalization of homosexuality in Canada.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

our relationships with the community. In
By Brock Weir
working with our partners, we learn the
Call me today.
need for outreach and support continues to
Much has been done to build a more grow and that our partners need assistance
inclusive society in the 50 years since the in order to meet these needs. If our partners
Richard Gong, Agent
partial decriminalization of homosexuality need assistance, York Regional Police needs
Bundle your car and
905-727-6333
in Canada, but there’s still much more to to be ready to assist.”
home
insurance.
be done, according to York Regional Police.
Underscoring this was York Pride’s
The YRP, in conjunction with York Jacob Gal who said they are “very, very
Pride and Pflag York Region, welcomed pleased” to renew their over-a-decade
dignitaries to the YRP’s Aurora relationship.
headquarters last week for a special
“On behalf
of York Pride, in
ceremony to mark the 50th anniversary
of the partial decriminalization of
homosexuality across the country.
Formerly The Bedroom Shop. Now a fully ﬂedged furniture store
Attended by Mayor Tom Mrakas and
Councillor Rachel Gilliland, the event
included a smudging ceremony carried
out by Miriam and Bethany Youngchief, a
dance performance from the Toronto Kiki
Ballroom Alliance, and three numbers
performed by three members of the
Devereaux Drag Family.
“Today marks the 50th anniversary of
the decriminalization of homosexuality
and I am proud that York Regional Police
is able to honour this important day in
partnership with our friends from York
Pride,” said YRP Deputy Chief Andre
Crawford. “This day commemorates
50 years of progress in recognizing
the rights of 2SLGBTQ+ Canadians.
We also acknowledge that while the
decriminalization of homosexuality was
passed in Bill C150, we know many
members of the 2SLGBTQ+ community
faced, and continue to face, unequal
699
treatment. But this is an opportunity to get
Value
people talking and have conversations about
our history and values. We can utilize these
opportunities to educate people and raise
awareness about the struggles still being
faced by our 2SLGBTQ+ community.
“Throughout
Canadian
history,
members of the 2SLGBTQ+ community
have fought for the rights to live as their
authentic selves, to live free, and live free
with purchase of selected products*
from the threat of violence and persecution,
to love who they choose to love, to get
married and to start a family, to express
their gender identity and be respected and
to be accepted. Today offers us a chance
to recognize our triumphs and encourages
all of us to build a better, more inclusive
region and country. At YRP, we find that
most police and law enforcement personnel
QUEEN BED
QUEEN BED
QUEEN BED
DRESSER, MIRROR
DRESSER, MIRROR
DRESSER, MIRROR
want to do the right thing, but need more
education so they can confidently meet the
99
needs of the 2SLGBTQ+ community. By
furthering our education, and by hosting
2 COLOURS AVAILABLE
events like today’s flag raising ceremony,
$
$800
we are sending a strong message that we
support all members of our community.”
AND A
$
While “great partnerships” have been
formed with organizations like York Pride
$
55’ TV 2 PIECE
$$
2 PIECE SECTIONAL
and Pflag, the Deputy Chief added that
SECTIONAL
LEFT OR RIGHT CHAISE
there is always more they can do to reach
$
$
$
out. To this end, he said these groups have
come together to participate in the Chief ’s
2SLGBTQ+ Community Consultative
Roundtable that combines the knowledge
and expertise of the YRP’s Equity and
Inclusion Bureau, their Pride Support
Network, and the community partners “to
share ideas and information, and engage
$$
$$
in dialogue on relevant issues impacting
TABLE & 4 CHAIRS SALE $899
QUEEN BED,
70” TABLE 18” LEAF
DRESSER & MIRROR
AND 4 CHAIRS
2SLGBTQ+ communities.”
$
$
“York Pride, Pflag York Region, AIDS
$
Committee of York Region, 360 Kids,
17410 YONGE ST., NEWMARKET
Family Services of York Region, the York
DR.
DAVIS
JUST SOUTH OF DAVIS DRIVE OPEN MON-FRI 9:30-9
Region District School Board and the
9:30-6
E
R
Canadian Mental Health Association of
RNITU
905-853-8770 SATURDAY
’s FGUALLERY
R
SUNDAY
116
J
York and South Simcoe are here today
.
E
V
In
Mississauga
at
2025
Dundas
St.
E.
905-625-5770
A
D
MILLAR
and are members of this roundtable.
Open Mon-Fri 10-9, Sat 10-6, Sun 11-5 www.mybedroomshop.ca
They are invaluable to our organization to
*With qualiﬁed purchase choose from 50” or 55” RCA 4K TV (value $699.99) Ask for details. Limited time offer. Errors and omissions excepted.
ensure we continue to develop and nurture
1201527CN
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Early prevention is worth the “pain in the ass,”
says cancer survivor
Countdown
is on for
2019 Relay
for Life
By Brock Weir

If it hadn’t been for early detection,
John Dowson might not be here
today.
Now a two-time cancer survivor,
Mr. Dowson is doing all he can to
raise funds to make cancer a thing
of the past by lacing up for the local
Relay for Life for the past 15 years.
He, along with representatives
from the Canadian Cancer Society,
drove this message home to Council
last week in a bid to gain support
for the June 21 event which draws
participants from both Aurora and
Newmarket.
“I know that a colonoscopy can be a
pain in the ass, but it is a preventative
procedure for the early detection of
colon cancer,” he said, relaying his
cancer journey that began in 1983.
“Last year, my sister and younger
brother died of cancer. In my family,
there were seven brothers and sisters;
four died of cancer, including my
mother, and a number of aunts and
uncles. As a two-time survivor, I
participated in the Relay for Life for
two reasons. One of them is I want
to raise awareness that preventative
measures can lead to early detection
and a life after cancer. I also want to

Aurora Council welcomed Newmarket Councillor Bob Kwapis, Event Co-Chair Leslie Yeates and participant John Dowson to Town Hall last
week to kick off the countdown to the 2019 Relay For Life, which will take place at Pickering College on Friday, June 21.
Photo by Anna Lozyk Romeo

help raise funds to help find a cure
for this devastating disease in honour
of the members of my family – and
Relay for Life helps.”
This message was underscored by
Leslie Yeates, who was, at press time,
the top individual fundraiser for the
2019 Relay for Life with over $1,200
raised for the cause.
“I joined Relay 14 years ago,” said
Ms. Yeates, who serves as event cochair. “At that time, a friend as well
as a colleague were both diagnosed
with breast cancer, both had to have
double mastectomies and both had
to go through the very long and very
painful treatment process. In those
14 years, I have lost my father, an

uncle, two close friends, as well as one
of our original Kerry’s Place team
members. When that colleague was
diagnosed, we formed that Kerry’s
Place team and I’ve had a team every
year since.
“The funds raised through Relay
stay primarily local and in 2018, that
meant that almost 6,000 rides were
provided to medical appointments
in York Region to over 180 clients.
That’s 86 volunteer drivers drove
over 300,000 kilometres. Despite that
huge volunteer effort, the program
still costs $93,000 to administer. In
addition to that, there are currently
15 clinical trials being held right at
our own Southlake Regional Health

Centre…to support people locally
who are diagnosed with cancer.”
This year’s Relay for Life will be the
16th in Aurora and Newmarket. It will
take place June 21 at Newmarket’s
Pickering College from 6 p.m. until
12 midnight.
This year, organizers have set a
fundraising goal of $60,000 and had
reached close to $23,000 at press
time.
For more information on this year’s
Relay, including how to register
yourself or your team, or donate to
other teams or participants, visit
convio.cancer.ca/relayforlife or call
the Canadian Cancer Society’s Karen
Beaulieu at 905-830-0447 x3833.

PAT I O N OW O P E N

KING CITY
14845 Yonge Street
Aurora
905.503.4800

12981 Keele Street (at King Rd.)
King City
905.833.2500

restaurant • catering • patio • lounge

www.localerestaurants.ca
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Key Ideas to change the world impress
Lieutenant-Governor
Areas of investigation included global
awareness, environmental stewardship,
social justice, and understanding the
It all began with a deep breath.
impact of new technologies on our
As Meghan Kereakou asked everyone changing world.
to breathe in, and then out, she asked
Each idea was considered on how
them to pause, and consider how so they impacted seventeen sustainable
many of us with two healthy lungs take development goals outlined by the
that simple action for granted each and United Nations.
every day.
Participating Aurora students Winston
Another deep breath, another thought. Cao-Feng, Lindsay Fu and Dylan Powell
What if you lost a lung and had only each delved deep into the topics of the
one to rely on?
Dangers of Nuclear Waste, the Dangers
“You can still live, but your life will be of Space Debris and Ocean Pollution &
reduced,” she said. “Our world is losing Marine Species Loss respectively.
one of its lungs: the Amazon Rainforest.”
“When many of you visited me at
The Pickering College student outlined Queen’s Park a few months ago, I was
her ideas to help save the rainforest so impressed by your knowledge of
Thursday in the presence of Elizabeth the sustainable development goals and
Dowdeswell, Lieutenant-Governor of more,” the Lieutenant-Governor told
Ontario, at My Key Idea, a symposium of students, teachers, and parents. “Today
great ideas led by local Grade 5students, is really about an opportunity for me to
which is a key component of Pickering follow up and for you to tell me more
College’s Global Leadership Program.
about your Key Ideas. When I looked
At the ceremony, the Queen’s through the list of topics, I was impressed
representative presented students with to see that you covered so many goals of
their “keys,” a symbol of unlocking their the seventeen goals, and not only topics
future as global leaders as they prepare to that are about environmental stewardship
enter the Middle School this fall.
but also topics that relate to social justice.
My Key Idea was the culmination Those are all things that are going to be
of more than five months’ work where so important as you grow up and learn to
students were tasked to consider a number navigate this world.
of very important issues and brainstorm
“As Lieutenant-Governor, I have
ideas on how to make a difference.
the great privilege of being all over
By Brock Weir

B

PS
Plumbing Service
EST. 1972

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

905-727-3210

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Ontario Lieutenant-Governor Elizabeth Dowdeswell listens to Aurora student Lindsay Fu’s
presentation on the Dangers of Space Debris at Pickering College last week.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

this province and learning something
new every day. Sometimes I think as
adults we actually don’t pay enough
attention to young people. Sometimes
the really critical questions – like one I
had over lunch today – come from young
people and I think you bring a special
perspective that, in many ways, are much
more connected and much more open
to new ideas than some of us adults are.
I am always listening carefully for those
stories.”
Inspiring students to build on the
work they have completed through the
Global Leadership Program so far, the
Lieutenant-Governor shared stories
of youth fostering tangible change all
over the world, from Indigenous teen
Autumn Peltier who has become an
influential “water warrior” representing
a number of First Nations, to 16-yearold environmentalist Greta Thunburg
of Sweden who has become an

internationally-renowned voice in the
fight against climate change.
“It is so important that we learn to
put each other in other people’s shoes
and to think about how we are all
really connected,” said the LieutenantGovernor. “The questions you’re asking
about, ‘Why do we have homelessness in
a country and a province as rich as this
one is? Why are there so many hungry
people in our communities? Why do we
see so much garbage? The important
thing I understand is, as an outsider,
about this Global Leadership Program is
it helps all of you understand that every
person can make a difference. Sometimes
in small ways, sometimes in large ways,
but it is all worth doing. I hope you will
continue to be curious because we need
your energy. I hope you’ll share your
ideas, because often that’s when other
people get excited and develop ideas of
their own.”
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FORGET NOT LOVE

On May 10, St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School marked its tenth anniversary with a day-long series of events, including a celebratory mass, rugby games and
a grand finale featuring Glass Tiger. (Clockwise from Left) The morning mass included live vocal performances and choral singing. Art students unveiled a new mural in their atrium
commemorating St. Maximilian Kolbe himself and his philosophy of Forget Not Love, a motto emblazoned around the school. Visitors were greeted by choral performances. Student Rob
Molloy, pictured here on stage, provided a vocal performance of Peter Pan accompanied via video link by dancer Karina Tassiopoulos, a St. Max alumna.
Auroran photos by Brock Weir

STOP WAITING. START DRIVING.

TERRAIN

YUKON

SIERRA HD

ACADIA
CANYON

SIERRA CREW CAB

2019 TRUCK OF THE YEAR

INTRODUCING THE CANADIAN EXCLUSIVE

NEXT-GEN 2019 GMC SIERRA
CREW CAB ELEVATION

0
GET

%

+ $3,150

FINANCING FOR
UP TO 72 MONTHS

+$

1,500

TOTAL VALUE◊

OR, LEASE FOR $249 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

$

• 355 HP ECOTEC3 5.3L V8 ENGINE

124 3.9

%

@

• HEATED SEATS & HEATED LEATHER-WRAPPED
STEERING WHEEL + REMOTE START

LEASE RATE

WEEKLY

• 20" GLOSS BLACK ALUMINUM WHEELS &
MATCHING GLOSS BLACK GRILLE

FOR 24 MONTHS WITH $3,999 DOWN PAYMENT¤

ADDITIONAL
BONUS
FOR ALL CURRENT PICKUP OWNERS

• 8" COLOUR TOUCH SCREEN WITH GMC
INFOTAINMENT SYSTEM

>

2019 TERRAIN ALL-WHEEL DRIVE BLACK EDITION

98 1.5
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LEASE AN SLE 1.5L MODEL FOR $197 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

$

% FOR 48
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WEEKLY

$

MONTHS
WITH
DOWN PAYMENT ⱡ

LEASE RATE

• STANDARD 19" GLOSS BLACK ALUMINUM WHEELS
& BLACK EXTERIOR ACCENTS
• STANDARD HEATED FRONT SEATS & REMOTE
VEHICLE STARTER SYSTEM

2019 TERRAIN DENALI ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

114 1.5

LEASE FOR $229 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

$

@

WEEKLY

GMC PRO GRADE
PROTECTION:

COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER
MAINTENANCE 2

% FOR 48

LEASE RATE

0

$

MONTHS
WITH
DOWN PAYMENT ⱡ

5-YEAR / 100,000 KM POWERTRAIN
COMPONENT WARRANT Y COVERAGE
ON 2019 MODELS 3

• 19" BRIGHT MACHINED ALUMINUM WHEELS
AND CHROME DENALI ACCENTS + GRILLE
• 2.0L ENGINE DELIVERS 252 HP AND 260 LB.-FT. OF TORQUE
• STANDARD HANDS-FREE POWER LIFTGATE

AVAILABLE BUILT-IN 4G LTE
WI-FI ® HOTSPOT
(DATA PLAN REQUIRED)4

GMCOFFERS.CA

Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between May 1 and May 31, 2019. Lease based on suggested retail price of $57,575 including $2,650 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive) and $1,700 Dealer to Consumer Credit (tax exclusive) towards the lease of an eligible 2019 Next-Generation Sierra 1500 Crew
Cab 4x4 Elevation model. Bi-weekly payment is $249 for 24 months at 3.9% lease rate (3.9% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $124 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual
kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $3,999 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $16,946. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100, if applicable) included. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all
of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $39,727. See dealer for details. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be required. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in
part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Offers may not be redeemed for Cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer offers. ◊ Eligible 2019 Next-Generation Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation. Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles financed and
delivered between May 1 and May 31, 2019. Financing provided, on approved credit, by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders may vary. Representative finance example based on a new 2019 Next-Generation Sierra 1500 Crew
Cab Elevation. Suggested retail price is $57,575. $0 down payment required. $54,925 financed at 0% finance rate (0% APR) equals a monthly payment of $763 for 72 months. The financed amount includes $3,150 credit, which consists of $2,650 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive) and $500 Option Package
Discount (tax exclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0 for a total obligation of $54,925. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Factory order may be required. Limited time
financing offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. GM Canada may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered
trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. > $1,500 Current Pickup Owner Bonus Credit valid toward the down payment of a retail purchase, lease or finance of one eligible new 2019 model year Light Duty GMC Sierra purchased and delivered
between April 18 – May 31, 2019 at a participating GM dealer in Canada. Offer valid to any current owner of any model year Light Duty, Heavy Duty and Mid-Size Pickup and must have been registered (in Canada) in customer’s name for the previous six (6) consecutive months. Eligible individuals may transfer their
Bonus Credit amount to another immediate family member residing in their household (ie immediate family member living at the same address), as supported by appropriate documentation (ie, a copy of driver’s license verifying the address). Immediate family member is defined as parents, siblings, children,
spouse, partner or In-laws (Note ‘step’ family members are included). Credit is a manufacturer to dealer incentive (tax exclusive). Offer valid on eligible new 2019 Chevrolet Light Duty Pickup, excluding: Medium Duty Pickups. As part of the transaction, dealer may request documentation to verify eligibility. $1,500
Bonus Credit Discount is applied against eligible new 2019 model year GMC Light Duty Pickup purchased during the program period. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives or dealer lease alternatives. Certain limitations or conditions apply. Void
where prohibited. See your GM Canada dealer for details. GM Canada reserves the right to amend or terminate offers for any reason in whole or in part at any time without prior notice. ⱡ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between May 1 and May 31, 2019. Lease
based on suggested retail price of $36,090/$4 4,195 including $450/$450 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive), and $1,500/$1,500 Lease Cash (tax exclusive) towards the lease of an eligible 2019 Terrain SLE All-Wheel Drive Black Edition/2019 Terrain Denali All-Wheel Drive model. Bi-weekly payment is
$197/$229 for 48/48 months at 1.5%/1.5% lease rate (1.5%/1.5% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $98/$114 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational
purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km/20,000 km, $0.16/$0.16 per excess kilometer. $0/$0 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $20,453/$23,783. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100, if applicable) included. Taxes, license,
insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $15,158/$20,330. See dealer for details. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be required. Limited time
offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Offers may not be redeemed for Cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer
incentives. 1 Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, carefully review the trailering section of the Owner’s Manual. The weight of passengers, cargo and options or accessories may reduce the amount you can tow. 2 Whichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter services intotal. Fluid topoffs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. Conditions and limitations apply. 3 Whichever comes first. Conditions and limitations apply, see dealer for details. 4 Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability,coverage maps, details and system limitations. Services and
connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. 4G LTE service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans
OPEN YOUR CAMERA.
provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit card is required for purchase. ◊ Comparison based on wardsauto.com 2018 Large Light-Duty Pickup
͚ segment and latest competitive information available at time of printing. Excludes other GM vehicles. + Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, carefully
SCAN THE CODE.
review the trailering section of the Owner’s Manual. The weight of passengers, cargo and options or accessories may reduce the amount you can tow. Full functionality requires compatible Bluetooth and smartphone, and USB connectivity for some devices. Data plan rates may apply. Ω At time of posting, detailed
SEE THE SIERRA IN ACTION.
map coverage is available for most major urban areas of the United States and for certain metropolitan areas of Canada (Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg, Windsor, London, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec City and Halifax). Coverage is significantly limited outside these areas.
¤
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York9 FC battles to tie with Pacific FC
www.york9fc.canpl.ca.
“We have a lot of positives we can
take from our last game, that we’re
going to bring into Saturday,” said

Brennan. “The boys put a good shift in
in the second half, and we’re going to
carry that forward, and bring it to our
fans.”

www.tholiver.com

905.727.4258

1924 - 95 Years Serving York Region - 2019

Help us become

CANADA’S
MOST ACTIVE
COMMUNITY
What is the ParticipACTION
Community Better Challenge?

York9 FC’s Emilio Estevez (left) battles a Pacific player in a 1 – 1 tie in Canadian Premier League
action on Saturday.

The Community Better Challenge is a new physical activity
challenge that is bringing all of us together with physical
activity and sport participation.

Photo courtesy of CPL Communications

“We wanted to get forward, we were
clinical in the box,” said Brennan. “We
should have come away with three
A takedown in the box, and a stroke points today, we should have won in the
of luck, were enough to spark a second end. But, overall, it was a good game.”
half comeback for York9 FC in their 2 –
Adjei, a former member of the
2 draw with the west coast’s Pacific FC League1 Ontario’s Aurora FC, sent a
on Saturday.
ball just outside the woodwork in the
The third week of the inaugural closing minutes to secure a point for
Canadian Premier League season saw each side.
the York squad go down 2 – 0 early,
It was a battle that saw both sides
allowing a pair of first half goals before searching for their first ever CPL victory.
heading to the locker room for a heated
“They’re a good side, they have a lot
pep talk from the York brass.
of good, young players,” Brennan said
“I thought the first half, we didn’t of his team’s opponent. “They caused a
show up to the races,” said York head lot of problems as well, especially in the
coach Jimmy Brennan. “We knew we first half. A draw is what it is, but we’re
had a lot more in our locker room. At a little disappointed we didn’t come
half time we had a few words to the away with three points.”
guys, and for the second half they came
Holding onto a record of 0-2-1
out and that was more like us. That’s through the first three weeks of the
who we are.
season, York9 FC is homeward bound
“You kind of just think, let’s get this at long last. A much-anticipated home
45 minutes out of the way, so we can opener is scheduled for this Saturday
get in at half time, have a look at it, and at York Lions Stadium, where the
change some things up…get some fresh York squad will host Hamilton’s Forge
legs in.
FC, who they played to a draw in the
The momentum began to swing the opening week of the season.
way of the road side early in the second
“The thing with us now, we’re
half, when York striker Simon Adjei looking ahead to our home opener,”
was taken down in the first ten minutes, said Brennan. “Getting a couple of
allowing Ridrigo Gattas a penalty kick home games under our belt. We’ve been
on which he converted.
on the road now for the last number of
It was shortly after, in the 62nd weeks, playing away games, so our guys
minute, when Pacific FC came undone are looking forward to getting home. “
in deflecting a pass right into their own
Some
tickets
for
Saturday’s
Auroran
Page Base Bar 2018.qxp_Layout 1 2019-04-15
12:11
PM
Page
2
goal
forSports
the equalizer.
match
are
still
available
at

The annual Challenge is open to all communities and
individuals, recognizing the community with the most
active minutes – based on population size.

By Jake Courtepatte

If all of us pull together, Aurora could earn the title
‘Canada’s Most Active Community’, and win $150,000
to support local physical activity initiatives. Five regional
winners will also be recognized and receive $20,000 each.

How can we participate?
STEP 1: Download the ParticipACTION app from the App
Store or Google Play.
STEP 2: Enter your AURORA postal code (work or home).
Our valued
partners

STEP 3: Get active. Track your active minutes - and step
it up between May 31 and June 16!

OUR VALUED
PARTNERS



Join the
challenge.



Track your
activity.



Let’s win this
together!

TO FIND OUT MORE:
or Laurie Mueller
Ron Weese
Executive Director, Activate Aurora
Chair Activate Aurora
ron@activateaurora.com executive.director@sportaurora.ca

www.participaction.com

Caring for
Our Community
newroads.ca
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Pickering students commit to varsity college
sports teams
By Jake Courtepatte

A pair of Pickering College students
are taking their talents to the next
level.
Seniors Lexi Giorgi and Adam
Murphy each announced their intent
to play at the varsity level of USports
at a special signing at the Newmarket
campus on Thursday.
“It’s exciting,” said Giorgi, who
will be tending goal for the Queens
Golden Gaels varsity hockey squad
come September.
A netminder of eight years, most
recently with the Toronto Jr. Aeros,
Giorgi said it was a no-brainer to join
the Queens program.
“It’s so academically respected,”
said Giorgi, who added that aspect
combined with a strong hockey
program made it an easy first choice.
“As soon as I toured the campus, I
really felt at home. Plus, it’s a great
coach, really friendly to me right
from the start. I also know a few girls
on the team, I skated with them with
the Toronto Aeros, so to know people

right away is a pretty big plus.”
The thought of heading south to
play in the NCAA certainly crossed
the mind of the talented goaltender,
though Queens eventually won out by
means of staying close to home.
Giorgi is no stranger to taking on
a challenge on the ice: for both her
freshman and sophomore years at
Pickering College, she was the only
girl on the senior varsity team at the
school.
“We don’t have a lot of kids at this
school, but we were on the ice four
times a week,” said Giorgi. “I liked it.
I was kind of nervous at first in Grade
Nine; I didn’t really know anyone.
There were a lot of grade twelve boys
on the team, so I came in nervous,
but they were super nice to me and it
turned out well.”
With five years of eligibility ahead
of her, Giorgi prefers to focus on her
upcoming collegiate career before Pickering College’s Lexi Giorgi and Adam Murphy will be joining the Queens University hockey
putting the spotlight on her post team and Dalhousie University soccer team respectively next season.
USports play.
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
For Adam Murphy, who will be
taking his talents to the Dalhousie this fall, his future sights are set on the Murphy. “A lot of the kids on the
Tigers varsity soccer program come budding Canadian Premier League.
team are borders, from all different
“It’s this new league, and it has countries. So, I’ve really gotten to
good potential, so that could be a know them a lot more than if we
possibility.”
weren’t playing together.”
On the pitch from the age of five,
Murphy is hoping to stand out
Murphy has represented an elite among the Halifax community enough
Bradford program for the past five to transition to a possible role with
years, while becoming a mainstay on Halifax’s CPL team post-college, the
the highly successful Pickering varsity Halifax Wanderers.
program.
“I really love Halifax, I liked the
Pickering has won back-to-back campus and I liked the city when I
championships over the last two went out there. I think it will be tough,
seasons.
because it is far, but I’m looking
“I love playing for the school,” said forward to it and we’ll see how it goes.”

Art instructors, volunteers
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca have seen results
905.841.0916

Thank you for
helping us become

CANADA’S
MOST ACTIVE
COMMUNITY
Town of Aurora
• Community Services
Department
• Club Aurora
• Aurora Seniors’ Centre
York Region District
School Board
• Rick Hansen P.S.
• Aurora Grove P.S.
• Regency Acres P.S.
• Wellington P.S.
• Aurora Heights P.S.
• Northern Lights P.S.
• Devins Drive P.S.
York Catholic District
School Board
• Our Lady of Grace C.E.S.
• St. Joseph C.E.S.
• St. Jerome C.E.S.
• Light of Christ C.E.S.

Our valued
partners

Private Schools
• Aurora Montessori
• La Maison Montessori House
Local Businesses
• 9-Round Fitness
• Aurora Athletic Club
• GoodLife Fitness
• LA Fitness
• DiSH events
Sport Aurora Members
• Conquer Boxing
• Rising Stars Soccer Academy
• York Region Lions Football
• Special Olympics OntarioAurora
• Central York Girls Hockey
• Shawn Nisbet - Nordic Pole
Walking Club

From page 7
participant to focus on what they
are capable to do than on their
disabilities,” said Anna Stanisz,
Director of Creative Learning &
Programs for the McMichael. “Artwell
offers [opportunities] to experience
intellectual stimulation, to access
personal experiences and long-term
memories, and in the most unusual
ways. It is expanding that memory a
little bit further too, to participate in
meaningful activities that increase the
participants’ confidence, to preserve
their self-esteem and to support their
dignity.”
What sets this program apart, she
added, is that these art sessions are
not done in a large group setting.
Rather, a typical group of eight clients
is partnered either individually or in
pairs with a McMichael instructor,
providing
a
further
personal
connection that opens new doors.
One such instructor is Christina
Kerr who said she was “thrilled” to see
the program continue.
“I am confident to say we have it
down to a fine art now,” said Ms. Kerr.

STAY TUNED
OUR PARTICIPANT
LIST IS GROWING!

What is the ParticipACTION
Community Better Challenge?
The Community Better Challenge is a new physical activity
challenge that is bringing all of us together with physical
activity and sport participation.
The annual Challenge is open to all communities and
individuals, recognizing the community with the most
active minutes – based on population size.
If all of us pull together, Aurora could earn the title
‘Canada’s Most Active Community’, and win $150,000
to support local physical activity initiatives. Five regional
winners will also be recognized and receive $20,000 each.
TO FIND OUT MORE:
Ron Weese, Chair Activate Aurora
ron@activateaurora.com

www.participaction.com
Advertisement courtesy of our Media Partner: The Auroran

MEN’S HOCKEY LEAGUE

May 23rd, 2019 to August 22nd, 2019 • Age 35+ $275
September 19th, 2019 to April 23rd, 2020 • Age 35+ $450

Since 1967

OUR VALUED
PARTNERS

“The act of creating art has been
known to open up different pathways
in the brain and gives someone who
might feel uptight or uneasy the
opportunity to sit back and enjoy
the process. The goal is not to focus
or put pressure on the creation of a
beautiful end product, but instead it is
about the creative process; hence why
the volunteers are so crucial in this
process.
“Each week, the connection
miraculously gets stronger. The
volunteers are the key. They are the
ones who really nurture and encourage
the participants through each step
of the art-making activities. The
discussion, laughter and all-around
silliness that comes out of the creative
process is what makes this project so
successful and I think all of you who
see it firsthand can really speak to
that. Involvement with the art allows
participants to focus on what they
are capable of rather than on their
disabilities. The project gives everyone
involved a sense of purpose, pride and
confidence to support their self-esteem
and dignity.”

Thursday Nights: 7:00pm - 10:00pm
Fifty minute games, as scheduled weekly.
Maximum of 140 players
Register online or at the Teen Ranch Ice Corral Office.

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

Sports Camp & Year Round
Retreat Facility Since 1967
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The Aurora Barbarian women extended their winning streak to two games with a 26 - 19 win
over the Toronto Nomads on Thursday.

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Barbarian women
pillage Nomads for
back-to-back wins
By Jake Courtepatte

Make that two games, and two wins
for the Aurora Barbarian women.
Just five days after roughing up
the Toronto Scottish 55 – 15 in the
Ontario Women’s League season
opener, the Barbs were back on
the pitch Thursday to take on the
Toronto Nomads, where they once
again took it to their opponents in a
26 – 19 win.
A late change in venue from the
soaked Fletchers’ Fields meant a
chance to win on home turf for the
Barbs, though they fell behind 7 – 0
on an early Toronto try.
The Barbs came storming back less
than ten minutes later on a short run
for a try by Mac Fane, before Britt
Douglas completed the conversion to
send the match back to a tie.
The Nomads had the better of the

play for most of the remainder of the
second half, though a halftime pep
talk from head coach Paul Loader
woke up his squad after the whistle.
Saffara Whitely-Hoffelner got her
fellow Barbs going with a massive 60yard run for a try to open the second
half, the first of three for Aurora in
the half, before Fane added another
pair of her own to keep the lead for
good.
The win has the Barbs sitting
alone atop the OWL’s East division,
one win up on the Toronto Saracens.
A cross-divisional matchup lies
ahead for Aurora in a road matchup
with the 0 – 1 Guelph Redcoats this
Saturday.
The Barbarian men return to the
pitch on Saturday as well in a hosting
of the Nomad men on their home
turf, looking to rebound from a rocky
start in a loss to the Oshawa Vikings
last week.
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Preregistration Required!

www.RNCemploymentservices.ca

RNC
905-727-3777

Aurora

Employment Services

This Employment Ontario service is
funded in part by the Government of
Canada and the Government of Ontario

222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.ca

l

For Local Job Opportunities Visit
www.RNCemploymentservices.ca
HOT JOBS and Facebook page!
l
l

Job Fairs
Workshops

Job Matching, Placement
and Financial Incentives
for Employers

EO Incentives may provide up to $6000.
for new hires and up to $8000. for
apprenticeships to offset associated
costs of training new employees.
Applicable for permanent positions
with a minimum of 20 hours per week.
Participants cannot be in school full
time. RNC and employers work
together to develop a training plan
outlining learning objectives.
Call us to learn if you are eligible!
905-727-3777
The views expressed in the publication are the views of the Service Provider and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Province. The Government of Ontario and its agencies
are in no way bound by the recommendations contained in this document.

l
l

Coaching and Support
Career Counselling

Canada Ontario
Job Grant

Canada-Ontario Job Grant (COJG)
provides financial support for
eligible small, medium and large
businesses to purchase shortterm training for existing
employees and new hires.
For information call 905-727-3777

Or toll-free Employment Ontario contact centre
at 1-800-387-5656 or (TTY 1-866-533-6339)

Funding provided by the Government of Canada through the Canada
Job Grant Programs delivered by the Government of Ontario
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Demand for community gardens continues to rise:
Food Network
By Brock Weir

As population grows, so too does the
demand for community gardens within
Aurora, according to the York Region
Food Network.
The Industrial Parkway Southbased organization underscored the
demand for community garden space
last Wednesday morning when they
received a special delivery from Miller
Waste.
The Richmond Hill company
delivered its yearly load of compost
to the York Region Food Network’s
(YRFN) community garden to mark
International Compost Awareness
Week and Mayor Tom Mrakas was on
hand to turn the first shovel.

Joan Stonehocker, Executive Director of the York Region Food Network, welcomed Mayor Tom Mrakas and representatives from Miller Waste
to the Aurora Community Garden on Industrial Parkway South to mark International Compost Awareness Week. They were joined by members
of the Food Network’s Community Cooks program. 							
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

We are excited to accept new boarders and students at our newly
upgraded facility. It boasts an 150 x 220 outdoor arena. And a
80 x 200 indoor arena with a large heated viewing room/ lounge
to provide a comfortable area for parents and siblings to sit and
watch lessons. We have trails and numerous paddocks for our
horses to enjoy some grass and relax.

PLEASE DROP BY FOR A VISIT.

Quarter Valley Stables
15134 Dufferin Street, King City,
Ontario L7B 1K5

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Look for us on Facebook and
Instagram

Good compost is what helps keep
their gardens grow, but there are more
and more people looking to get in on
the action.
“Demand for community gardens
continues to be high,” says Joan
Stonehocker, Executive Director of
the YRFN. “We still have a waiting
list, so every year we go through and
try to get as many new people as we
can in, but there continues to be a wait
list. There is more and more interest
in the community and some churches
and faith communities are developing
gardens, a couple more in schools, but
there is also demand.”
But, as demand continues to grow,
so too is the buy-in for community
gardens across York Region.
In recent years, several attempts
have been made in neighbourhoods
across Aurora to get community
gardens going, but most attempts
have been met with backlash from
those worried about odours, animals
that might be attracted to the gardens
and into surrounding communities,
and even the aesthetic challenges that
come part and parcel with community
gardens.
“Buy-in continues to grow, says
Ms. Stonehocker. “All three southern
municipalities
have
community
gardens in place; I am not sure that
there are formal policies among the
Northern Six municipalities, but when
they try to develop policies, they often
come to us on how they might look and
we offer advice.
“Newmarket put in a new
community garden in 2011 and some
of the neighbours were concerned over
how that might look, but as the season
progresses and all of the produce starts
growing, it is beautiful and nobody
complains.”
Outside of community gardens
at a handful of local schools, the
York Region Food Network’s Aurora
community garden remains the
only game in Town, something the
gardeners and advocates are hoping to
change.
“As a Town, we would like to see
a few more community gardens,”

says Mayor Mrakas. “Obviously, the
situation we’re looking at is what is
the ideal location? That has been
the hard part about creating another
community garden within the Town. I
think when we find the ideal location,
I think all of Council and the majority
of Town would be supportive of
continuing, promoting and having
more community gardens.”
At the moment, however, municipal
staff are still looking for possible
locations to bring back to Council –
but nothing concrete, as of yet, has
come forward.
Joining members of the YRFN,
Miller Waste and the Town at
Wednesday’s composting event were
members of the YRFN’s Community
Cooks, who took an avid interest
in learning more about the benefits
composting brings to the foods we
grow.
“Composting sequesters CO2, so
it is a great way to mitigate some of
our bad habits,” said Ms. Stonehocker
at the time, noting that the group last
week was preparing food they had
made in their professional kitchen
for delivery to the Canadian Mental
Health Association’s Housing First
clients.
Building on this, the theme of
International Composting Awareness
Week is Climate Change, a particularly
timely topic, said Ms. Stonehocker,
that dovetails into the advocacy work
the Network provides on behalf of
improving food security across York
Region.
“Climate change impacts people
living on low income disproportionately
higher than people that have the
resources to weather whatever might
happen in their lives,” she said. “In
food security, it is just an ongoing
issue. We do try and encourage
anything around food skills and food
growing, understanding your food
system and preparing healthy food.
There is nothing more healthy than
growing food in your back yard and
in your community garden. You know
what you’ve put into it and you get to
enjoy it.”

THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 23, 2019

#hospicemoments

Because of YOU, Hike for Hospice raised $53,166!
Thanks to our amazing supporters!

Tee Off For Hospice!
It’s NOT about
the Golf
June 12th
Pheasant Run
Golf Course
Visit www.myhospice.ca
for more information.
No golfers were injured
during the taking of this photo…well not physically!
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Ward system review will be carried out by consultant
voters in the 2014 Municipal Election,
with nearly 55 per cent of voters sending
switch our system of government.”
Councillor Thompson conceded a message in favour of the status quo,
there has been significant discussion in Councillor Kim said there’s change in
the community – and the Council table the air.
“I
have
experienced
people,
– whether a ward system, if adopted,
would be a full ward system, or a hybrid Councillors, say one thing in previous
of wards and Aurora’s current model, or years and say something else in
subsequent years and I think we need
indeed to maintain the status quo.
“I think it is important for those who to hold ourselves accountable on where
are vehemently opposed to the ward we’re at and where we’re positioned,”
system…to speak now and show their said Councillor Kim. “This is a way of
thoughts or preferences towards the solidifying that we are committed.”
Moving forward was also “the right
system; otherwise, we should continue
thing to do” from the perspective of
forward,” he said.
First to speak in favour of Councillor Councillor Sandra Humfryes, who said
Thompson’s amendment was Councillor this will begin the process of gathering
Harold Kim. While he acknowledged more information and public input.
“Watching how things have worked
the work of the Governance committee,
over
the last nine years, I believe that if
he said that over the last four-and-ahalf years he has seen public sentiments we’re directly accountable to an area,
there’s a strong accountability there,
change towards a ward system.
When the question on whether to whereas now we’re at large, which
adopt a ward system was put to local is flexible for the resident absolutely;
From page 1

ALUE BEYOND

UMBERS

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

Helping Business &
Individuals minimize taxes
for over 30 Years

Kathy van Nostrand CPA, CGA

kathy@kvncga.ca

Brian Roberts CPA,CGA,LPA
brian@kvncga.ca

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

905.727.8046
144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

CARRYING ON
A TRADITION
OF EXCELLENCE

they can pick the Councillor or many
Councillors to work on their behalf. I find
it not as effective as it can be because our
Town has grown a bit larger and having
that dedicated resource to that area and
understanding the intimate concerns of
that particular area… it allows a lot of
benefit to the resident. I am very excited
about this and hope we can move forward
and see where this leads us.”
Less convinced, however, was
Councillor Wendy Gaertner.
While Councillor Gaertner said it was
fine to begin the process of exploring a
ward system, she said emphasising in the
motion that it is Council’s wish to make
a ward system a reality could jeopardize
the consultation process.
“I think if we say, even in principle,
that Council wants the ward system, it is
biasing the public outreach and I think
that, as Council, we’re here to represent
what the public wants, and the public
could very well want a ward system, but
I don’t think if we’re going to all this
trouble for the review that we, as Council,
should be telling the public up front what
we want. We can tell them it is one of the
main things we want to explore, but I feel
this is the wrong way to go about it.”
Mayor Tom Mrakas said that
while he understood the Councillor’s
concern that it would “add a level of
bias,” he saw it similar to the process
Council recently undertook hiring
an independent consultant to offer
recommendations
protecting
the
Town’s stable neighbourhoods.

“There was concern about that too,
but we gave clear direction to that issue
and said we wanted the consultant to
come in and give us changes and not
say ‘keep it the same,’” said Mayor
Mrakas. “What we’re doing here is
presenting that clear direction of
Council to say we want to move in this
direction and we want the consultant to
put forward options that would present
this direction.”
Councillor Thompson also agreed
that “biasing public engagement” was a
valid concern.
He underscored the ward question on
the 2014 ballot that came down on the
“no side” and said by going this route
he wanted to see “the conversation
move a little bit less from ‘should we’ or
‘shouldn’t we’ to, ‘if we move to wards,
what should the boundaries look like?
[and] have input from the residents on
how to shape those boundaries. That is
a significant process.
“The question on the ballot is the
best way to do that decision-making
process. We have those results, but I still
think and I firmly believe this Council
has made the decision that even though
we know it was a close vote and it was
a little bit more on the no side, we still
believe this is the best way forward for
Aurora, especially for a Town of our
size. Let’s engage the public but more
so on how do we make this transition
and what do these wards look like?”
Councillor John Gallo was not
present at last week’s Council meeting.

Last
week,
following motion:
during its regular
That
Capital
meeting, Council
Project No. 13025
discussed the issue
– Electoral System
of Electoral Review
Review be approved;
– specifically, the
and
issue of wards.
That
a
total
The Governance
budget of $60,000 be
Review Committee
approved for Capital
was struck at the
Mayor
Project No. 13025
beginning of this
Tom Mrakas
– Electoral System
term to specifically
Review to be funded
to look at moving
Aurora from electing Councillors via from the Studies and Other Capital
the “at-large” system to via a “ward” Reserve Fund; and
That Council endorse, in principle,
system.
The discussion of moving to a ward the electing of all Aurora councillors,
system has been ongoing for many other than the Mayor, by ward vote
instead of general Town-wide vote.
years.
Last term of Council, the governance
This passed unanimously.
committee made recommendations to
So, what does this mean? While
move to a ward system and to reduce
the number of Councillors from 8 to 6. Council did approve – in principle
The previous Council felt that the – moving to wards, this is not yet a
reduction in Councillors was the first binding decision. It is a first step towards
step towards changing to a ward system moving to a ward step. Approval was
and adopted that change in time for the needed to give clear direction to the
Governance Review Committee and
2018 election.
The move to the ward system was the consultant that a move to a ward
deferred until this term of Council as system is supported by Council. The
there was insufficient time to review point being, if Council is not in favour
the needed additional information and of moving to a wards system then why
spend the money to go through the
further discussion.
To make changes to the electoral process of looking to change?
In terms of next steps, the Governance
system at the local level, those changes
need to be approved by Council and committee along with the consultant
in place at least one year before an will begin work on what it will take
election, and last term that just didn’t to move to a ward system including
examining all the different options for
happen.
That’s why this term, the review of ward boundaries. Extensive public
moving to a ward system was started consultation will be undertaken and
at the end of that public consultation,
right away!
The governance committee was recommendations and options will
struck at the start of this term to ensure be presented to Council for a final
that enough time will be given to make decision.
As I said in my inaugural speech, I
the right decision for our community.
Thus, Council considered the believe the time now to move to a ward
recommendation from the Governance system. And Council has taken a big
Review Committee and approved the first step towards getting things done.

Getting
Things Done

Today we salute the newspaper carriers who
consistently deliver more than one million copies
of THE AURORAN every year in Aurora.

Thanks, carriers, for your hard work
and dedication!

THE AURORAN
www.theauroran.com
905-727-3300
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KEVIN LORD MEMORIAL
SPRING CLASSIC

Hunter Gate Plaza,
6 - 14845 Yonge St
Aurora Ontario
L4G 6H8

April 1st, 2019 - June 30, 2019

(905) 713-1632

BEAR CREEK GOLF CLUB
(4 PERSON SCRAMBLE)

SATURDAY, MAY 25, 2019

CROSSWORD

12:00 PM SHOTGUN

$150

Includes 18 holes, lunch, steak dinner and prize.
Also entry in Challenge Hole Contest.
KEVIN LORD MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
KL

TOURNAMENT LIMITED TO
FIRST 144 REGISTERED PLAYERS!!

MF

A Helping Hand In Helping Others

REGISTER YOUR FOURSOME OR SINGLE
BEFORE MAY 1ST TO GUARANTEE A SPOT.
HOLE SPONSORS ARE APPRECIATED!

TO REGISTER OR SPONSOR A HOLE, CONTACT AL LORD

EMAIL: al.lord@sympatico.ca • PHONE: 905.729.3111 • 416-576-6128
*ALL PROCEEDS FOR THE KEVIN LORD MEMORIAL FOUNDATION,
SUPPORTING VARIOUS WORTHY CAUSES WITHIN AND AROUND THE COMMUNITY

1162 Hockley New Amber Can Ads_FullCan_Broadsheet.indd 1

6/28/18 10:23 AM

Just $16.99
per box up to 30 lbs

13 ANNUAL
th
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Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

Shirley Jean Limousine

DIRECTORY

Classic Limousine Service

866-952-0146

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

BUYING/SELLING

RESTORATION

WE ARE BUYING!
Gold & Silver Jewellery
Old Coins & Paper Money
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS

Contact for Appointment Colonial Acres Coins & Jewellery
M-F 10-5pm, Sat. 10-3pm
99 Victoria St. N. Kitchener • info@colonialacres.com

519-579-9302 ex 212

CLEANERS

Why take a chance...

go with who you know!

(905) 841-6243

www.mollymaid.ca

pace
t shorter..

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE • DELIVERY

AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Mobile: 289-221-0030

Go at

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

CARLINg PROPANE INC.

Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

e client says:

PROPANE

HOME CARE

1.844.732.7575
1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6,

1.844.732.7575
CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING
8575 Keele St. #5-6,
Concord,
ON
3P4
Concord,
ONSt.L4K
L4K
3P4
8575
Keele
#5-6,
info@pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com
Concord,
ON
L4K
3P4
www.pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575

www.pearlknstructions.com
8575
Keele Road,
St. #5-6,
Concord,
ONL3Z
L4K4E2
3P4
1153
Canal
Bradford,
ON.
Re-sanding
U
U
U
Re-sanding UU Refinishing
Refinishing
U Sales
Sales
U Installation
Installation
U Service
Service
INFO PEARLKNSTRUCTIONSCOM •s www.pearlknstructions.com
WWWPEARLKNSTRUCTIONSCOM
info@pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding U Refinishing
U Sales
Unishing
Installation
U Service
Re-sanding
•s Refi
•s Sales
•s Service
2E SANDING
2ElNISHING
3ALES •s Installation
)NSTALLATION
3ERVICE

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING
Zonta SUNSET BEECH
Landscaping
& Renovating
Fencing
Decking
Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens
(647) 668 4949

zlr.ca

COMPLETE DEMOLITION OF
BATHROOMS/KITCHENS
REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF ALL
GARBAGE & DEMO
REBUILDS / CONCRETE / WATERPROOFING

416-831-0861
• SENIORS DISCOUNT •

TREE
rhinorestorations@gmail.com

CARE

SKYLIGHTS
WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!
• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Pruning • Removals
Consulting • Bracing • EAB
647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

Call Joe at any time

n’t even

BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide.

Joe Harrison

• interlock/pavers
• decks/fences
• retaining walls
• natural stone
• flagstone
• bobcat services

1 (800) 295 0971

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

CREMATION

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

10% OFF
goods and services
if you bring in this ad

25 yrs. experience

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

$30/30min

$50/60min
RMT $70/60min

f
ofisit only*

www.kellyspa.com | 905-503-5588

% v tion
10ﬁrst timif yeou meisnad

302 Wellington Street E Unit 2
(inside Tim Horton’s Plaza)

*

th

STUCCO
Specializing in
• Exterior Stucco
• Mouldings, Foundation, Brick
and Chimney Repairs
• Custom Woodburning Brick
Pizza Ovens

FREE
ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL

|

RESIDENTIAL

|

NEW CONSTRUCTION

• Interior & Exterior Painting
FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811
BARN PAINTING

|

REMODELING

OV E R 1 5 Y E A R S E X P E R I E N C E A S Q UA L I T Y E X T E R I O R S T U C C O C O N T R AC TO R S

Free Estimates 905-859-8794 www.vaughanstuccosystem.com

TAR AND CHIP
Tar and Chip

DALTON’S PAINTING

ELECTRICAL

Spa

Massage

Kelly

PAINTING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

DECKS

INC.

SPA

WE SELL & DELIVER FIREWOOD

J.N.H. CONTRACTING

416-705-8635

www.brightskylights.ca

E>OATLLA
gg I>JFK>QB
gg PQ>FOP
DO>KFQB
E>OATLLA
I>JFK>QB ggg @>OMBQ
@>OMBQ
PQ>FOP gggDO>KFQB
DO>KFQB
E>OATLLA
g I>JFK>QB
@>OMBQ g PQ>FOP
MLO@BI>FK
gg QFIBP
gg T>PEOLLJP
gg HFQ@EBKP
MLO@BI>FK
QFIBP
T>PEOLLJP
HFQ@EBKP
MLO@BI>FK g QFIBP g T>PEOLLJP g HFQ@EBKP

CONTRACTOR

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

is an economical alternative
to asphalt paving with a rustic
country appearance, that also
provides a solid surface and is
a solution to ruts washout and
potholes.

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

WATER

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers
Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Established 2001

• FREE WATER TEST

Financing
available

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

Call Today

905-751-0845

reverse osmosis water.

Cell: 416-456-5336 | dagwtw5@gmail.com

This could be
your spot!
Call us: 905-727-3300 x 102

THINGS

YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series continues
this evening with Jennifer L. Bazar with “Cottages for the
Chronic Insane: The Origins of the Mimico Asylum”. 7 – 9 p.m.
at Hillary House National Historic Site. Institutionalization has
defined much of the history of mental health care in Canada.
Although linked by a unifying philosophy, each institution boasts
its own unique past. This presentation will introduce the story
of the Mimico Branch Asylum in Etobicoke with a focus on the
decisions behind its opening, the adoption of the cottage plan,
and the attempt to segregate patients who had been deemed
“chronic.” 15372 Yonge Street, Aurora Ontario. $5/Member,
$7/Non Member. For more information call 905-727-8991 or
leigha.cooney@aurorahs.com

FRIDAY, MAY 24
The York Symphony Orchestra invites you to “A Night on
Broadway” – Join us for a delightful concert of selections from
the greatest musicals of all time. Featuring music from West Side
Story, Cats, South Pacific, Les Miserables, The Sound of Music
and more Broadway Hits! Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria
Street, at 8 p.m.
SATURDAY, MAY 25
Aurora United Church hosts the Wesley Bells in concert
today at 7.30 p.m. at Trinity Anglican Church. Wesley Bells in
concert with Aurora Chorealis, soprano Ursula Ivanoffski, and
soprano Margaret Heney on piano. Free will offering will be held
after the concert. For more information, contact 905-727-1935
x21.
****
The Aurora Seniors’ Association presents their spring
concert, Something to Sing About, under the direction of Dan
W. Lenz. Tickets are $5. Children 14 years and younger are
free, but tickets are required. Doors open at 1 p.m. for a 1.30
concert start. For more information, call 905-727-4767. Light
refreshments will be served at intermission. The Aurora Seniors’
Centre is located at 90 John West Way.
SUNDAY, MAY 26
The Aurora & Newmarket Lions Clubs are coming
together for the annual PetValu Walk for Dog Guides today at
Newmarket’s George Richardson Park (Bayview Parkway). This
program “gives Canadians a new leash on life”, and proceeds
support canine vision, hearing, service, seizure response, autism
assistance, diabetic alert, and more. For more information on how
to become involved with the Walk, visit www.walkfordogguides.
com.
****
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French language
conversation group will take place this afternoon at Country
Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This
free group welcomes adults (from francophone to beginners with
a good base) looking to put their French-language conversation
skills into action. Francophones and stronger speakers are
encouraged to share their French language skills with less strong
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.
FRIDAY, MAY 31
Attention All Elvis Fans – Elvis in Concert featuring Garry
Wesley, a renowned tribute artist, hosted by Dorian Baxter. Don’t
forget your dancing shoes. Proudly presented by Christ the King
Church. To be held at the Aurora Legion. Tickets are $30 at the
door. For more information, call 905-713-6797.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5
They Money Talk$ Series continues this evening at the
Aurora Public Library with “Will Canada Experience a
Recession in 2019 and/or 2020?” This is a free, informal monthly
education/conversation group to share unbiased knowledge
about the investment environment and about financial planning.
Presentation followed by group conversation. No financial
products or services will be offered or sold, directly or indirectly.
People employed in the financial services industry are welcome to
attend and contribute, but not to engage in the promotion of any
products, companies or services. For more information, contact
the Adult Information Desk at 905-727-9494 x275.
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CELEBRATING
CHINESE HERITAGE

Page 29

flower garden, Merlin’s Hollow, at 181 Centre Crescent which is
open rain or shine today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. This month’s
opening will feature the fragrant garden, thyme lawn, iris and
peonies. Merlin’s Hollow was designed by David, a landscape
architect, to create a series of gardens within a garden. Enclosed
by high cedar hedges, each garden has its own distinct character
and a series of arches invite visitors from one garden to the next.
For further information, call 905-727-8979.
SUNDAY, JUNE 9
The Aurora Community Band presents Journeys: Music
from Around the World this afternoon at 3.30 p.m. at Trinity
Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street. Enjoy the beautiful sounds
of concert band music on this very special afternoon Tickets are
$15 for adults and $10 for seniors and students. For tickets, email
auroracommunityband@gmail.com.
****
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French language
conversation group will take place this afternoon at Country
Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This
free group welcomes adults (from francophone to beginners with
a good base) looking to put their French-language conversation
skills into action. Francophones and stronger speakers are
encouraged to share their French language skills with less strong
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12
The PROBUS Club of Aurora holds their monthly meeting
today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Royal Canadian Legion,
105 Industrial Parkway North. This month’s speaker is Diana
Bishop, exploring the legacy of her famous grandfather, World
War One flying ace Billy Bishop. For more information on
this month’s speaker, call Cliff White at 905-841-2421. New
members welcome, or be a guest at the meeting.
THURSDAY, JUNE 20
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series continues
tonight from 7 – 9 p.m. with Jeremy Hood on “Norman Rule
in Medieval Sicily: A Cultural Mesh or Mess?” The 11th
century conquest of Sicily and Malta by the Normans marked
a large-scale cultural shift for the islands’ inhabitants. The
new Latin Christian rulers navigated the existing Islamic and
Greek administrative systems and adapted them as necessary.
With primary source documents and artifacts, Jeremy Hood
will investigate some examples of this famed cultural mingling,
revealing personal experiences and everyday realities of the
Medieval Mediterranean. 15372 Yonge Street, Aurora Ontario.
$5/Member, $7/Non Member. For more information call (905)
727-8991 or leigha.cooney@aurorahs.com
SUNDAY, JUNE 23
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French language
conversation group will take place this afternoon at Country
Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This
free group welcomes adults (from francophone to beginners with
a good base) looking to put their French-language conversation
skills into action. Francophones and stronger speakers are
encouraged to share their French language skills with less strong
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.
SATURDAY, JULY 6
David and Dierdre Tomlinson invite you to visit their
English flower garden, Merlin’s Hollow, at 181 Centre Crescent
which is open rain or shine today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. This
month’s opening will feature summer flowering perennials, pond
and water garden. Merlin’s Hollow was designed by David, a
landscape architect, to create a series of gardens within a garden.
Enclosed by high cedar hedges, each garden has its own distinct
character and a series of arches invite visitors from one garden
to the next. For further information, call 905-727-8979. The next
open day is Sunday, July 14.
SUNDAY, JULY 7
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French language
conversation group will take place this afternoon at Country
Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This
free group welcomes adults (from francophone to beginners with
a good base) looking to put their French-language conversation
skills into action. Francophones and stronger speakers are
encouraged to share their French language skills with less strong
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.

The Aurora Public Library was the scene of a dazzling display celebrating Chinese Heritage
this month. The event, which offered a sampling of the richness of Chinese culture with music,
song, dance and spoken word, featured Spring Blossoms on a Moonlit River performed by
soloist Ruiping Guo, Happy Day composed and performed by Jenny Cao and Ruiping Guo, The
Song of the Pear Blossoms performed by Mellow Sisters, A Dream in Red Mansions: Chinese
Classical Dance by Mellow Sisters & Yun Dance Group, Fountain of Youth Qi, and commentary
by Ming Ming Xue. 					
Photos by Lucy Frechette
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David and Dierdre Tomlinson invite you to visit their English

HELP WANTED

Freelance Reporter

for Local Community Newspaper
Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter
with a passion for community news.
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness
to cover local community events and issues.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Freelance reporting work for weekly
community newspapers and special projects
• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover
• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

FOR RENT

P A Y R O L L
ADMINISTRATOR
King City, Ontario
Position
start
date
immediately. Must have
some Canadian payroll
experience.
E-mail
Resume to Inez Querin,
Payroll
Manager
IQuerin@rbsomerville.
com - No phone calls
please.

SERVICES

CARPET
I have 1000’s
of yards of new
100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom
& hall for as little as
$389.00
(includes carpet, pad & install)

Call Steve

877.759.8179

carpetdeals.ca

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Take photographs
• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle
• Reporting experience an asset
• An interest in local issues is a necessity,
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Let’s Talk.
Interested and qualified
candidates should forward
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

The Auroran
is delivered weekly,
by carrier, to all
homes and businesses
in Aurora.

BRIGHT 2 BDRM
B A S E M E N T
APARTMENT near
Aurora High School.
$1500 including utilities
and home furntiure.
647-901-8168.

CARRIERS
NEEDED

LAND FOR SALE
89 R O L L I N G
ACRES,
Adjala
Twp. 1 Mile North
of Hwy 9, 79 Hay 10
Birch / Cedar Bush.
Severance Opportunity.
2 Road Frontages.
$1,500,000.00
Call:
1-519-941-9537 Email:
cjgordon@hotmail.com

PAINTER
NEEDED
MUST HAVE
EXPERIENCE
AND OWN
VEHICLE

905-841-3424

Email Cephise

cc@cephisecuming.com

SHARED OFFICE TO RENT
Why pay high overheads!

PRIME LOCATION ON
MAIN STREET IN SHELBURNE

Suit accountant/realtor/lawyer etc.
Share with media company
Clean, Renovated Office
Rent includes all utilities

Call
519-925-2832 or 519-216-1021

Are You Interested

in saving
the
environment?
Please
collect
the BLUE
PLASTIC
AURORAN bags

Our carriers will be happy to pick them up when you are ready.
Please contact Miriam at: mirm74@yahoo.ca

Advertise
in
The
Auroran
Classifieds
Call today
905

727-3300
ext. 102
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TONS OF

SALES, PRIZES
GIVEAWAYS
& DEMOS

