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By Brock Weir

Aurora is set to go it alone on a new 
sports plan with revised priorities and 
new recommendations.

Sport Aurora got the ball rolling on 
the municipality’s Sport Plan, which 
was aimed at removing barriers to sport, 
ensuring local sports resources meet the 
needs of  a growing community and 
fostering a climate for sports tourism, 
but after considerable debate around 
the table, Council is set to take things 
in-house.

This week, Council is expected to 

sign off  on a new permanent full-time 
staff  position, a “Sport & Community 
Development Coordinator” to bring 
the project in for a landing.

$103,400 for the new position and the 
Plan itself  have already been allocated 
as part of  the Town’s 2019 Operating 
Budget.

According to the report brought 
to last Tuesday’s General Committee 
meeting by Recreation Manager Lisa 
Warth, a review of  the Sport Plan’s 
current status has resulted in a “re-
prioritization” of  the recommendations 
contained within it. 

“Sport Aurora has made good 
progress on the Sport Plan, however, 
some of  the recommendations 
are principle-based, philosophical 
statements, and a measurement of  
success is difficult to ascertain,” said Ms. 
Warth. “In addition, some of  the tactics 
currently identified for implementation 
require considerable resources and may 
be a challenge to move forward.”

If  approved this week, the revised 
plan will give increased priority to the 
creation of  a “sport policy” that would 
“define priorities and responsibilities 

Continued on page 12

Business Improvement 
Area budget to be funded 
with downtown tax levy

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s new Business 
Improvement Area is readying its 
budget for Council approval.

The Business Improvement 
Area’s (BIA) budget was presented 
to Council at the Committee level 
by Board member Jack Laurion 
last week and it outlines a series of  
initiatives that will be spearheaded by 
the BIA in the years ahead to restore 

ON THE HUNT – Sienna and Calden meet the Easter Bunny inside Petch House on Saturday at the Town of Aurora’s annual Easter Egg 
Hunt. Thousands of kids and their families braved the muddy weather for a trek through the Aurora Community Arboretum looking for  
colourful eggs and trying their hands at scores of Easter-themed games. For more, see Page 22.                             Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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“That little girl isn’t running 
anymore, she’s flying”

Iconic “Napalm Girl”  
shares story  

of forgiveness  
with Aurora

By Brock Weir

Kim Phuc was just nine years old 
when a napalm bomb fell on her village 
in 1972.

The clothes burned off  her back by 
the resulting fire, her image – naked, 
screaming and running away from the 
epicentre of  the attack – was captured 
by an Associated Press photographer 
and became an iconic image of  war.

But, to many, it also became an image 
of  peace, a symbol that reminds people 
of  the horrors of  war in the hopes that 
it is never repeated.

For Ms. Phuc, however, it is something 
more: the beginning of  a story, one that 
set her on the path to forgiveness. 

She shared her inspiring story of  
courage and faith with Aurora residents 
this month at the Salvation Army’s 
Northridge Community Church.

“I was a healthy child and I knew 
nothing about war,” said Ms. Phuc, 
addressing an audience of  more than 
100 people. “My most serious injury 
had been hurting my knees when I fell 
off  a bicycle.”

She recalled the people of  her village 
taking refuge in a nearby temple. For 
the children, it seemed more like an 
adventure than taking cover under 
the threat of  fire. The temple was a 
safe, holy place, she said, and it was 
unimaginable that it could be violated 
by “the horrible fire that would drop 
from the sky.”

“It was only when the soldiers yelled 
for the children to run that we got really 
scared,” she recalled. “The airplanes 
were so loud, so close. We were running 
down the road and suddenly there were 
bombs, explosions of  gasoline. My 
clothes were burned off, my skin was 
on fire, someone began screaming, ‘Too 
hot! Too hot!’ That someone was me.”

Those screams were captured by 
Associated Press photographer Nick 
Ut, and so evocative was the resulting 
image that it won a Pulitzer Prize. 

“That day changed my life forever,” 
said Kim. “Nick took me to the nearest 
hospital and I was severely burned, so 
they moved me to the first children’s 
hospital, where they gave up hope and 
placed me in the morgue. After three 
days of  screaming, my parents found 
me in the morgue. Everybody was 
expecting to bring my body back to 
the village for burial. Then, a miracle 
happened: my father met a friend who 
worked at the hospital and asked for 
help. They had me transferred to a 
burn clinic where I spent 14 months 
and thanks to God and the wonderful 
doctors and nurses, I survived.”

Over the course of  her recovery, Kim 
Phuc endured seventeen operations, the 
last of  which took place in Germany in 
1984. Left with scars on her back and 
left arm, she says she didn’t feel pretty. 
She envied her girlfriends who could 
wear short-sleeved shirts, certain that 
no boy would ever love and marry her.

“I never thought I would have a 
normal life,” she said, “but I was so 
wrong!’

Inspired by her long stay in the 
hospital, Kim developed dreams of  
being a doctor. Her doctors were her 
heroes, inspiring her every day of  her 
recovery. Ten years after the bomb, she 
was accepted into medical school. 

She thought she was on track to 
achieve her dreams until the Vietnamese 
government stepped in and decided she 
would be a potent war symbol for their 
country. They cut short her study for 
those purposes and Ms. Phuc says she 
quickly began to feel like a caged bird.

“I kept asking, ‘Why me? Why did I 
have to suffer so much?’ I used to curse 
those who had hurt me to death and I 
wanted them to suffer even more than 
me. For a while, I had a lot of  anger, but 
I knew I could not live like that. I had 
to change my heart or die from hatred.”

Eventually, she says, she found what 
she needed in the local library, where 
she stumbled across a copy of  the New 
Testament.

She became a Christian at the age of  
19 and it was then, she says, that she 
“knew God had a purpose in her life.”

Eventually, the Vietnamese 
government allowed her to travel to 
Cuba and it was there she met her 
husband and set her sights on a new 
dream: finding a way to live her life 
in freedom in the west. She and her 
husband married in Cuba and received 
visas to honeymoon in Moscow. On 
their way back to Cuba, their flight had 
a stopover in Gander and, with their 
luggage still on the plane, the newlywed 
couple decided to leave everything 
behind and defect to Canada. 

“We had no money, no friends, 
nothing,” she said. “We had no 
knowledge of  the Canadian culture, no 
knowledge of  the language – we had 
nothing but faith. My physical recovery 
was a challenge, my life in a new country 
was a challenge, but by far the biggest 
challenge was learning how to forgive 
those who caused my life.”

On the road to forgiveness, the Bible 
provided direction.

She said she knew that in order to 
be truly free she had to learn how to 
forgive.

Naturally, it was far from an easy 
process, but she knew she could trust in 
God.

Kim Phuc speaks at Northridge Community Church. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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“The more I prayed for my enemies, 
the softer my heart became,” she said. “I 
felt forgiveness completely in my heart. 
It didn’t happen overnight; it took a 
long time, but when I experienced real 
forgiveness, my heart felt free and it 
was Heaven on Earth for me. It sounds 
easy, but it was the hardest work of  my 
life. But, I did it – and if  I could do it, 
all of  you can do it too.”

The real test of  her forgiveness came 
on a 1996 trip to Washington DC 
where Ms. Phuc was asked to deliver a 
few remarks at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. There, she met many of  
the people involved in the conflict 
and forged an unlikely bond with one 
veteran who said he was struck by her 
message of  having no animosity and 
only forgiveness for the pilot who put 
in the air strike on her village.

“It was a true reconciliation,” said 
Ms. Phuc on meeting this veteran. 
“The healing I went through made my 
body strong, but it also made my mind 

and my faith strong. It gave me the 
determination to fulfil my life goals.”

Now settled in Ajax, Kim and her 
husband were eventually joined here 
by her parents and, as a couple, they 
raised two sons and now enjoy the 
company of  a daughter-in-law and a 
grandson.

She feels privileged, she said, to work 
now as an advocate and a UNESCO 
Goodwill Ambassador, sharing her 
story along the way. 

“Every time I travel, I call my 
mom and say, ‘Mommy, that little 
girl isn’t running anymore, she’s 
flying.’ My dream is that one day 
people will live without fear in 
real peace with no fighting and no 
hostility. Our world is troubled and 
full of  conflict, but every single day 
we have opportunities to be better 
people, better neighbours and better 
friends. I believe that peace, love 
and forgiveness will always be more 
powerful than bombs.”

Museum, School Board collaborate  
on Heritage Fair

By Brock Weir

Local students are shaking the dust off history ahead of next weekend’s Heritage Fair.
A collaboration between the York Region District School Board and the Aurora Museum & Archives, the 
fourth annual Heritage Fair will take place Saturday, May 4, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex.
“After a 10 year hiatus, the Heritage Fair was brought back three years ago as part of the Canada 150 
Celebration Initiative and the decision to keep it going is really quite fantastic,” says Michelle Johnson of 
the Aurora Museum & Archives. “The projects that are presented are quite diverse. It’s not just an inter-
pretation of somebody taking on the personality of a historical figure. While that has its own value, the 
students are looking at sophisticated questions and projects that really challenge and complicate history.”
In recent years, one student liked history to her own experiences of coming to Canada from another  
country and facing islamophobia. She presented an argument on using social media as primary sources, 
citing the US President’s tweets as an example of primary sources in an “ongoing cultural conflict.”
Another student, using their own ancestors’ experiences in the Holocaust, illustrated how trauma “can 
traverse the genetic structure,” while another, a team of twins, presented the history of the LGBTQ+  
community, and one of the twin’s personal experience of coming out, through the medium of slam poetry.
“This is not your average Heritage Fair,” says Ms. Johnson, noting the Fair is open to the public. “If you are 
able to come and see some of these projects, prepare to be amazed.”
Participating York Region students represent Grade 6, 7, 8 and 10 and a broad range of interests.
Over 100 individual and team projects will be on display during the fair.
In addition to the collaboration between the York Region District School Board and the Aurora Muse-
um & Archives, additional workshops will be provided to students throughout the day by the Aurora 
Sports Hall of Fame, the Ontario Multicultural History Society, the Richmond Hill Cultural Centre, and the  
Sharon Temple.
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

We live in an age of  economics – 
well, as far as our words are concerned.

The days where we were encouraged 
to wax lyrical on any number of  
subjects, the flowerier the better, are 
long gone.

Those days have been replaced 
with an age of  expediency where it 
is both desirable and encouraged to 
cram complex thoughts into just a few 
hundred characters, bite-sized, slightly 
pre-digested, for mass consumption on 
social media.

Don’t get me wrong, it is something 
of  an art, and it always has been; after 
all, everyone from Blaise Pascal to 
Winston Churchill has been quoted 
as saying something along the lines of, 
“Excuse this long letter, I didn’t have 
time to write a short one.”

Whoever actually said it, and whoever 
actually started this trend, it seems as 
much as we focus on boiling down our 
thoughts into a wafer-like appetizer we 
are getting further and further away 
from truly considering the impact that 
just a few words can have.

A weekend ago, I was stuck by 
the elation a friend and his circle felt 
hearing just two simple words come 
out of  the mouth of  Federal Health 
Minister Ginette Petipas Taylor. Those 
words had, in their view, been a long 
time coming. 

“I am enthusiastic, creative, love 
beauty in all its forms and eccentricities 
equally,” writes my friend, Jeffery Smith 
for the Wall of  Missing.

The Wall of  Missing is a collection 
of  photos, vignettes and biographies 
of  people across Canada who have 
been struck down with Myalgic 
Encephalomyelitis, better known as 
ME, and previously known by the 
misnomer Chronic Fatigue Syndrome.

“I devour history, and style, and 
classic films. I hope I am kind, equitable 
and I fight for equality for all. I am 
grateful and know I am blessed. I am 
the creator of  magazines, art, and 
occasionally writing. I am sarcastic and 
love black humour, but I am an optimist 
who believes that we, like Martin Luther 
King, can make the world a kinder 
place if  we try and care. 

“I have been ill with ME since 
September 1996. That was my D-Day; 
the day my world, life and productivity 

practically stopped. I hope I am still all 
of  those things, though I have access to 
little of  it anymore. Most days I am a 
faint shell of  that person, like someone 
with advanced Alzheimer’s. 

“I grew up gay in a small hockey 
town in the 1970s and learned about 
injustice and inequality early. Even 
though I could stay hidden, people of  
colour and other races could not and 
I developed a deep empathy for those 
being unfairly prejudiced against. In 
my 20s, I developed a rich and full life 
with my loving partner Dave, wonderful 
friends and the ongoing love of  my 
parents. 

“In September 1996, I got a flu that 
never went away. I went from 100 per 
cent capacity to about 20 per cent and 
am now less than that. I am always 
dizzy, have cognitive breakdown and 
tremors throughout my body when 
standing for more than a minute. I am 
unable to achieve anything but the most 
basic self-care on most days.

“It would take me years to find out 
that my Epstein Barr was constantly 
reactivating, leaving me ill daily as 
someone in the last stages of  AIDS 
or cancer – but frozen in that state. I 
changed jobs six times, moving down to 
less responsibility due to the cognitive 
disfunction before becoming too ill to 
work at all and ending up on long-term 
disability.

“I had three GPs over the years in 
Canada. One said it could be Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome (CFS), but that may 
not exist. The other said CFS was 
imaginary and the third said I probably 
had ME, but there was no diagnoses or 
treatment here, only anti-anxiety meds 
and antidepressants.”

Jeff  went to the Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome in Stanford, California 
about five years ago, where he received 
a battery of  blood tests, undertook a 
number of  interviews and examinations 
that, after 18 years, were still not 
available in Canada while millions like 
Jeff  continued to get sicker and sicker.

Those trips for treatment to 
California cost him thousands of  dollars 
out of  pocket, but he said it was worth 
the hardship.

“I needed hope, support, diagnosis 
and treatment, and none of  this was 
available here,” he said. “Although my 
illness continues to progress, I have met 
the bravest, most fierce and loving souls 
in the ME community that inspire me 
to not give up when I don’t have it in me 
to face the future so deeply impaired.”

What Jeff  often doesn’t realise is that, 
through him, I too have met one of  the 
bravest, most fierce and loving souls, so 
I was buoyed when it seemed the quest 
for hope and support received a shot in 
the arm.

That shot in the arm came from 
a direction some people might not 
understand: the simple fact that the 
Minister of  Health voiced the word 
“M.E.” for the very first time.

It might seem small, but for the 
dozen-or-so weary advocates taking 
a stand at a health forum in Toronto 
over the weekend hosted by MP Rob 
Oliphant, it was almost the dawn of  
a new day; after all, previous Health 
Ministers have, apparently, fallen short 
of  that mark.

They came with a mission: to 
advocate Ontario Health Minister 
Christine Elliott and her Federal 
counterpart to create a centre of  
excellence in ME/CFS care, education 
and research in Ontario, as well as to 
establish a transitional implementation 
committee to provide leadership in the 
initial phases of  putting this plan into 
action.

“I hear you,” said the Minister 
Petipas Taylor. “I know that there 
are challenges and I know when it 
comes to the levels of  investments, 
they haven’t been huge, but as a 
government I am committed that I 
certainly want to pay closer attention 
to this and if  there is any way that 
we would be able to meet in Ottawa 
to discuss this matter even further I 
would be more than happy to meet 
with you and get a better sense of  
your requests, and also to get a better 
sense of  the situation.”

We can only hope this meeting 
transpires and leads to concrete 
action from the top down.
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(Re: Kaleidoscope project  
will bring Cultural Centre  

into Aurora schools, April 4)

This morning I read the good news in 
the local newspaper that you (Council) 
have made an investment in Aurora’s 
children by providing the matching funds 
for the ACC’s Kaleidoscope in the Schools 
program.

This new program conceived by the 
forward thinking, creative ACC Executive 
Director Suzanne Haines and her staff  is 
so timely, and more important than ever 
considering the conservative provincial 
government’s determination to strip the 
education budget.

Many worthwhile school arts programs 
and those who teach them will be lost.

It is through the arts we learn to be a 
more compassionate, and kind people. 
These are the attributes which produce a 
more inclusive society, better able to help 
everyone to grow and prosper together.

Can you imagine a world without 
the joy of  music, colour, dance?  
I hope each Councillor, especially Mr. 
Thompson who voted against this 
worthwhile program, will be able to attend 
a performance/workshop in at least one 
Aurora elementary school to personally see 
and hear how much good you have made 
possible for our next generation through 
investing Town funds in their education.

Susan Morton-Leonard
Aurora

Thank you for investing  
in education, says reader

THE AURORANTHE AURORANTHE AURORAN

Greenbelt Coalition 
decries proposed changes 
to endangered species 
legislation

It is becoming a pattern with this 
government to hear, once again, that 
Ontario’s most sensitive and valuable 
environments are being offered to the 
highest bidder. ‘Open for business’ 
now also means trading protection 
for species at risk to anyone willing 
to pay the price. A strong and 
prosperous Ontario has a healthy 
and bountiful natural environment.

By weakening and outright 
removing protections in exchange 
for money this government weakens 
our province and sells our natural 
heritage out from under us. This 
move is particularly shocking given 
the global epidemic of  species loss.

Ontario’s Endangered Species 
Act was already insufficient. This 
proposal effectively removes the 
small safety net species at risk had 
remaining.

Like Bill 66, the process to 
determine which regulations can be 
avoided are taken out of  the public 
eye and at the discretion of  the 
Minister. Local habitats could be 
under threat without any notification 
or public input opportunities.

The government will establish a 
second set of  rules for those that are 
able to pay more. Instead of  following 
the rules everyone else has to, sprawl 
developers, aggregate companies, 
even our own municipalities can just 
pay their way out of  the process, 
regardless of  whether it undermines 
Ontario’s environmental integrity.

Yet again we are forced to point out 
to this government that this proposal 
is not needed.

In Simcoe County we have a 
surplus of  land available for houses 
and employment. We do not need 
to sacrifice our forests, wetlands and 
shorelines for more.

Who does this benefit?
Dredging wetlands that prevent 

flooding or paving over forests 
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INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating…
Affordable Homes!

If you read the Time Traveller’s Diary this week, you might have found yourself marvelling at the cost for a brand new  
home in 1969. For the low price of $25,500 (the equivalent of $178,896.37 in 2019) you could be the proud owner  

of a bungalow in the new Orchard Heights subdivision. This image captures various styles of new houses being  
constructed in the 1960s, on the south side of Orchard Heights Boulevard, west of Laurentide Avenue.

From the Ashes
Like many people last week, I was 

transfixed by the horrible events that 
unfolded in Paris, as flames from the 
burning Notre Dame Cathedral lit up 
the night sky.

What immediately struck me were 
the similarities to events that occurred 
here in Aurora almost exactly five years 
ago to the day, which resulted in the loss 
of  Aurora United Church (AUC).

Both structures were located in the very 
heart of  their respective municipalities, 
and had served their communities for 
many years. Notre Dame was 850 years 
old. While the AUC building had stood 
on Yonge Street for a relatively shorter 
time, its 140 years represented a period 
almost as old as the Town it served.

At the time of  the fires, both churches 
were undergoing extensive repairs and 
renovations. It is known that work on 
the roof  ignited the Aurora fire. While 
investigations are still underway, at the 
time of  writing this it is believed that 
the Notre Dame fire was also associated 
with repair work.

The recovery of  priceless artefacts 
was another similar theme in both fires.

Fortunately, many of  the Paris 
church’s priceless artifacts were able to 
be saved during the blaze.  

Due to how quickly the fire spread, 
this was not possible in Aurora. However, 
some items on site were retrieved from 
the ashes, including Communion sets, 
an account book from the 1800s, and a 
set of  hand bells. Additional artefacts, 
mainly in the form of  historical 
documents, have since been donated by 

members of  the community from their 
personal collections.

The most positive similarity in both 
fires was that no members of  the public 
nor any first responders were killed.

The fires that occurred five years 
apart did not completely consume 
the structures, with a number of  walls 
remaining standing. However, in Aurora 
damage to these areas was extensive 
and it was deemed necessary for safety 
reasons to demolish those parts of  the 
church that survived the fire.

In Paris, pictures show that while 
the spire and roof  are gone, the rest 
of  the exterior walls of  Notre Dame 
are largely intact. Although inspections 
are still being conducted, it is hoped 
and expected that much of  the original 
building can be saved. 

One optimistic note in both cases was 
that once the blazes were extinguished 
there was immediate confirmation from 
local officials that the structures would 
be rebuilt.

Although his country has far 
greater resources to draw on, the 
French President has set an extremely 
ambitious (and I feel unlikely) timeline 
of  five years for the Notre Dame repairs 
to be completed. 

Here in Aurora it is now five years 
since the AUC fire, and while much 
planning, design, fundraising and 
approvals have moved forward in 
that time, actual construction has 
yet to begin. It is hoped that formal 
groundbreaking will take place this 
summer, with all work being completed 
in about two years.

It is too early to know what form 
repairs may take to the original Notre 
Dame building in Paris, or how the final 
version may differ from the original.   

Starting with a blank slate, the new 
AUC will incorporate some design 
elements of  the old building, but will be 
updated in part to allow it to be used as 
a more flexible community space.

While the losses of  both buildings 
are tragic, it is inspiring to see their 
respective communities coming 
together spiritually and physically to 
rebuild these landmarks. 

I will continue to watch the progress 
of  the rebuilds of  both monuments with 
great interest, and look forward to seeing 
both churches fully re-established on 
their respective municipality’s skylines 
as prominent and inspiring centres of  
worship, community and history.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

It’s 1969 and the newly married Time 
Traveller and her husband are looking 
for their first home.

Although both were born and raised 
in Toronto, prices of  suitable homes in 
that city exceeded their modest budget 
of  $25,000. So, they looked north; to 
the new development in the village of  
Beeton - homes within the budget but too 
far north; to Tottenham where pre-fab 
homes were available at a very reasonable 
price – too great a distance from jobs in 
the city.

Richmond Hill was a possibility but 
the couple finally decided to check out a 
new subdivision in Aurora. Just south of  
St. Andrews College, Wimpy Homes, a 
well-known builder was opening a brand-
new subdivision called Aurora Orchards.

The couple was delighted to discover 
that two of  the new homes fell within their 
budget – a side split with half  basement 
and crawl space, and a bungalow.

Both models offered three bedrooms, 
one bathroom, living, dining room and 
kitchen plus a carport. Although $500 
over their budget, they chose a bungalow 
on Orchard Heights Blvd.

Rumours suggested that the road 
would one day go all the way west to 
Bathurst Street, but that was difficult to 
believe – at the time the area was covered 
with the remains of  the original apple 
orchard.

By the end of  November, the house 
was ready (complete with the latest yellow 
bathroom fixtures), the sod was laid and 
before the end of  the year the couple 
became residents of  the Town of  Aurora.

On checking out Aurora’s amenities, 
the Time Traveller was pleased to 
discover that shopping was close by and 
easy to access.

The main shopping district on Yonge 
Street provided a butcher, bakery, 
dairy, hardware, two jewelry stores, a 
menswear store, a five & dime and even 
a small department store at the corner 
of  Wellington carrying everything from 
clothing for the entire family to sporting 
goods, fabrics and sewing supplies.

The bank stood in the centre of  the 
block. Groceries would be no problem – 
both the IGA and the new A&P at Aurora 
Heights Dr. carried all the essentials.

The library on Victoria Street was 
quite new and promised to be an 
interesting source of  reading material 
and there were five churches within 
easy reach of  the new home. With 
the growing population, schools were 
becoming overcrowded, however a new 
public school within the subdivision had 
been promised (and was built by the time 
the Time Travellers’ family had grown to 
include children).

The future was exciting for the young 
couple and their choice of  Aurora as 
their new home and the place to bring 
up their family proved auspicious.

Fifty years later they would still call 
Aurora home.

I hope that you had a happy Easter 
celebration with friends and family.

The Easter season is a time for 
renewed hope, joy and compassion for 
others. I know I enjoyed my Easter. 
Unfortunately, on Easter Sunday, we 
were all saddened to hear of  the 
devastating terrorist attacks in Sri 
Lanka which claimed the lives of  over 
three hundred people and injured 
hundreds more.

Canada condemns these attacks 
on hotels and on Christians in prayer 
at churches.

Places of  worship are sacred, where 
all should feel safe and secure. Canada 
stands with Sri Lanka and all those 
affected by this tragedy.

Recently, I was happy to welcome 
the Hon. Filomena Tassi, Minster of  
Seniors to Aurora to visit the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. The Minister was 
impressed with her tour of  the centre 
and with meeting local seniors, and 
had the opportunity to see the activities 
and programs available at the centre.

Following the tour, Minister Tassi 
and I co-hosted a roundtable discussion 
with representatives from the Town of  
Aurora, The Town of  Newmarket, The 
Region of  York, and other community 
organizations who have been recipients 
of  the New Horizons for Seniors 
Program funding.

In Budget 2019, our government 
allocated $100M over five years to 
NHSP, in support of  social inclusion 
for older Canadians. It was a great 
afternoon of  discussion, and I thank 
all the attendees for their input and 
participation. A special thanks to the 

volunteers at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre for your assistance to organize 
the event and for your warm hospitality.

On Wednesday April 3, inspiring 
young women from across Canada 
visited Parliament Hill to take part 
in the Daughters of  the Vote 2019. 
Congratulations to Farah Ahmad 
for participating in our democracy 
and representing our community 
of  Newmarket-Aurora and taking 
your seat in the House of  Commons.

Great job Farah! I wish you much 
success in all your future endeavours. It 
was great to meet you.

On Saturday April 13, I was happy 
to join our community in support of  
the 10th Annual CHATS Walk for 
Wellness at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex. The fundraising walk is held 
every year, to further build community 
support and raise necessary funds to 
support the programs and services 
that are a vital support to the health, 
wellness and independence of  older 
adults in Newmarket-Aurora and 
across York Region.

It was great to see so many residents 
dedicating their time to walk and show 

support for CHATS.
Thank you to the sponsors, organizers, 

volunteers and many walkers. It was 
another successful event. 

The Town of  Aurora’s Annual 
Clean-Up day was held on Saturday 
April 13, with nearly 500 volunteers 
participating in the event to clear litter 
and debris from around town.

A volunteer appreciation barbecue 
was held at Town Park following the 
clean-up efforts. Thank you to the 
dedicated volunteers, town staff  and 
the event sponsors for your time and 
efforts to clean up our community and 
protect our local environment.

Neighbourhood Network will be 
hosting their annual Spring Tree 
Planting Day on Saturday April 
27. The spring tree planting event 
will be held at various sites across 
Newmarket-Aurora and York Region. 
If  you are interested in participating 
or would like more information, please 
visit: neighbourhoodnetwork.org.

In August, the Magna Golf  Club 
will be hosting the LPGA Canadian 
Open, and volunteers are needed. 
Please consider helping out this 
fabulous event. Visit:cpwomensopen.
com/volunteer-information to sign up 
as a volunteer. 

As a reminder, you can reach out 
to my office and my staff  at any time. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us 
should you need any information or 
assistance with any federal matters. We 
are located at 16600 Bayview Avenue, 
Suite 202. You can reach us at Tel: 
905-953-7515 or by email at: Kyle.
Peterson@parl.gc.ca.

A Fifty-Year 
Flashback 

MP’s Report
Kyle Peterson, MP

Newmarket-Aurora
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Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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By Helen Roberts, Volunteer
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Visit Our Showroom

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

CANADIAN 
MADE

Vanity Cabinets ⎜ Tile Flooring  & Backsplash 
Hardwood, Vinyl & Cork Flooring 
 Sinks, Faucets and Range Hoods 

The bitterness of poor 
quality is remembered 
long after the sweetness 
of a low price has 
faded from memory

MagicCabinetCM
www.cabinetmagic.ca

Servicing the 
GTA for 30 

Years

APRIL SPECIAL 
20% OFF

stone counter with the purchase 
of a new kitchen or refacing

10% OFF
NEW KITCHENS OR CABINET REFACING

EST. 1972

905-727-3210
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Real Estate Law 

Estate Administration 
and Probate

Wills and 
Power of Attorney 

Family Law 
and Divorces

Notarizations 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1   ⎜   Tel: (905) 726-3188  Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca   ⎜   jason@allanlaw.com

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

allanlaw.ca

–  B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S   –

By Brock Weir

A judge has awarded Magna’s 
Steve Hinder a further $174,400 
in costs stemming from the lawsuit 
brought against him by former 
Council candidate Anthony Pullano 

– a lawsuit the justice has dubbed 
“frivolous” and a “waste of  the court’s 
time.”

Justice McCarthy made his decision 
in a ruling dated April 15.

The cost decision follows a 
lengthy court case stemming from a 
lawsuit launched by former Council 
candidate Anthony Pullano against 
Magna’s Steve Hinder, claiming Mr. 
Hinder assaulted him at a political 
event in 2014, resulting in myriad 
subsequent health challenges.

The matter was put before a jury 
last fall and while the six-member 
jury found that Mr. Hinder had 
“punched” Mr. Pullano at the event 
in question, it did not result in any 
“physical, emotional or psychological 
injury.”

As such, Mr. Pullano was awarded 
no damages as a result of  the lawsuit; 

instead, he was ordered to pay Mr. 
Hinder damages of  $50,000 relating to 
the latter’s countersuit of  defamation 
against Mr. Pullano, which cited a 
number of  tweets posted in the years 
leading up to the trial identifying Mr. 
Hinder as a “bully” and a “thug.”

In this latest decision, Justice 
McCarthy rejected Mr. Pullano’s 
costs claim of  $140,357.92 and 
instead ordered him to pay costs of  
$174,509.63 ($120,000, plus HST 
and disbursements) to the defendants 
– Mr. Hinder, Magna and The 
Stronach Group.

Justice McCarthy said in his 
decision that awarding costs to Mr. 
Pullano would “usurp” the role of  the 
jury and nullify its decision.

“The plaintiff  was entirely 
unsuccessful at trial,” said Justice 
McCarthy. “The finding by the jury 
that he had been punched by Hinder, 
in all circumstances, cannot be viewed 
as constituting any measurable level of  
success. The jury dismissed the notion 
that Pullano sustained any physical, 
emotional or psychological injury. 
The jury rejected the suggestion that 
the punch had caused the infection of  
his [cardiac] implantation site. There 
was no basis for an award of  general 
damages. I have found that an award 
of  nominal charges is unwarranted.

“The jury found no conduct on 
the part of  Hinder deserving of  
aggravated or punitive damages. 
Conversely, the jury found multiple 
instances of  defamation of  Hinder 
by Pullano; implicit in its verdict is 
that it accepted Hinder’s evidence 
that he had suffered emotional upset 
and embarrassment as a result of  
Pullano’s defamatory comments 
being disseminated via social media 
to the broader community.”

Justice McCarthy went on to note 
that due to the way in which Mr. Pullano 
portrayed the matter on social media, 
coupled with the involvement of  Mr. 
Hinder, Magna and the Stronach 
Group within the communities of  
Aurora and Newmarket, the case was 
given “a higher profile than it perhaps 
deserved.”

“This was highly publicized, hotly 
contested and emotionally infused 
litigation which, as became quickly 
obvious to any neutral observer, 
involved accusations, recriminations, 
allegations and hostility beyond 
what anybody could reasonably have 
expected from a brief  encounter 
between acquaintances at a seemingly 
boring and convivial acclamation 
meeting for a political candidate.

“Finally, it cannot have been lost 
on Pullano, a businessman, former 

politician and a person of  some 
sophistication that, in bringing 
a claim against corporate giants 
like Stronach and Magna, seeking 
punitive and aggravated damages, 
making serious personal allegations 
against prominent members of  the 
community, publicizing the details 
of  the action on social media, and 
in making statements which he 
ought to have known might attract 
a counter claim for defamation, he 
was almost inviting a contentious, 
lengthy and expensive trial. The 
costs of  his unsuccessful action and 
of  Hinder’s successful counterclaim 
for defamation, to which Pullano’s 
initiative gave birth, must lay largely 
at Pullano’s feet.”

Near the end of  Justice McCarthy’s 
decision, he delivered strong words 
on the issue of  how the case played 
out on social media platforms, 
particularly Twitter.

“Pullano called into question the 
personal integrity of  Hinder and 
attempted to sully his name in the 
community,” said Justice McCarthy. 
“By dragging corporate actors 
Stronach and Magna into the mix, 
through allegations of  conspiracy and 
cover-up, it is obvious that Pullano was 
bent on pursuing his own murky and 
obscure private agenda. Social media 
attacks on individuals have become 
all too commonplace in recent years. 
They are evidently an inexpensive 
method by which motivated 
individuals are able to launch distant 
but personal attacks upon others with 
aplomb and apparent disregard for 
consequences. 

“Pullano’s method of  
communicating his grievances 
towards Hinder, Stronach and Magna 
was ill-chosen; worse, the content of  
his messages, which clearly attracted 
the distain of  the jury were on the 
whole cynical, petty, callous and 
abusive. In my view, Pullano’s online 
campaign against the defendants 
serves as an unfortunate example of  
how communication via social media 
often deteriorates into irresponsible 
comment and uncivilized dialogue 
between individual citizens on matters 
of  public and private interest.”

Mr. Hinder declined to comment 
on the matter.

William Reid, the lawyer 
representing Mr. Pullano, said is 
client is mulling his options.

“Mr. Pullano is very disappointed 
with the decision,” he said. “He is 
reviewing Justice McCarthy’s reasons 
and considering all options carefully. 
Mr. Pullano has until May 15 to 
decide on an appeal.”

Judge awards Hinder more than $174k in costs 
following “frivolous” lawsuit
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hyundaicanada.com

That’s the H-Factor.TM

Dealers may charge additional fees for administration 
of up to $499. Charges may vary by dealer.

™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. For further details, terms and conditions visit  www.hyundaicanada.com/buyright or your local dealer. ◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from 
Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2019 Elantra Essential manual/2019 Elantra Preferred manual/2019 Kona 2.0L Essential FWD/2019 Kona 2.0L Preferred FWD/2019 Tucson 2.0L Essential FWD/2019 Tucson 2.0L Preferred FWD with an annual lease rate of 1.49%/1.49%/2.49%/2.49%/1.99%/1.99%. Weekly lease payment of $40/$45/$55/$60/$65/$71 
for a 60/60/60/60/48/48-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $1,595/$1,595/$1,995/$1,995/$2,945/$2,945 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Total lease obligation is $12,083/$13,360/$16,386/$17,640/$16,536/$17,708. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,705/
$1,705/$1,805/$1,805/$1,805/$1,805, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Lease offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. ♦Price of model shown: 2019 
Elantra Ultimate Intense Blue/2019 Kona 1.6T Ultimate AWD Tangerine Comet/2019 Tucson Ultimate AWD Aqua Blue is $29,437/$34,037/$40,137. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,705/$1,805/$1,805, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and dealer admin. fees of 
up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. ♦◊Offers available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer cannot be combined or used 
in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance 
conditions. ∇Android Auto™ is compatible with Android phones running Android Lollipop or newer. Android Auto may not be available on all devices and is not available in all countries or regions. Additional apps may be required. Visit www.android.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Android and Android Auto are trademarks of Google 
Inc. ‡Apple CarPlay™ works with iPhone 5s, iPhone 5c, iPhone 5 and later models running the latest version of iOS 7 and above. CarPlay™ may not be available on all devices and may not be available in all countries or regions. Visit www.apple.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Apple, Apple CarPlay and iPod are trademarks of Apple Inc.

2019
Honda
Civic

LX M/T

2019
Elantra 

Preferred
M/T

✓
✓
✓
✓

✗
✗
✗
✗

2019
Toyota
Corolla
SE M/T

✗
✗
✗
✗5-Year Comprehensive

Limited Warranty††

Rear Cross-Traffic
Collision Warning

Blind-Spot Collision Warning

Heated Steering Wheel

2019 ELANTRA
Lease the Essential

manual for only At For

months with 
$1,595 down◊

Weekly
1.49% 60 $40
Includes:
✓  Heated front seats 
✓  5.0" touch-screen and rearview camera 
✓  Air conditioning

SAVINGS 
EVENT

MEET “KONA” 
OUR CUSTOMER CARE 

AMBASSADOR

WELCOME TO "THE NEW" AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES

Get more of the features you want.

Ultimate model shown ♦

Year††5 Warranty

Year††5 Warranty

Year††5 Warranty

2019
Nissan 

Qashqai                                   
S FWD (CVT)

2019
KONA 2.0L 
Preferred 

FWD

✓
✓
✓
✓

✗

✗
✗

2019
Honda

HR-V LX
FWD (CVT)

✗
✗
✗
✗5-Year Comprehensive

Limited Warranty††

Heated Leather Steering Wheel

Keyless Entry with
Push-Button Start

Blind-Spot Detection

2019 KONA
Lease the 2.0L 

Essential FWD for only At For

months with 
$1,995 down◊

Weekly
2.49% 60 $55

more weekly 
and get◊$5

OR STEP UP TO THE
2.0L PREFERRED FWD 
FOR ONLY

✓

Includes:
✓  Heated front seats 
✓  7.0" touch-screen with rearview camera
✓  Android Auto™∇ & Apple CarPlay™‡

✓

$

✓✓

2019 North American
Utility Vehicle of the Year™

Ultimate model shown ♦ Ultimate model shown ♦
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MONTH END CLEARANCE ENDS APRIL 30, 2019

Province moves to improve, safeguard Community 
Housing across Ontario

By Brock Weir

All three levels of  government need to 
work together to ensure Ontario’s most 
vulnerable have a place to live, according 
to Steve Clark, Minister of  Municipal 
Affairs and Housing.

The Province stepped up to the plate 
with a series of  measures Wednesday 
morning aimed at helping to sustain, 
repair and grow community housing and 
help end homelessness.

Announced in Newmarket-Aurora 
alongside area MPP – and Deputy 
Premier – Christine Elliott, the Province’s 
new Community Housing Renewal 
Strategy includes “early steps” aimed at 
improving community housing by making 
rent more predictable, fostering a climate 
where tenants can seek opportunities for 
work and education without penalty for 
working more hours or going to school, 
and freeing up wait lists by having tenants 
prioritize their first choice and accept the 
first unit they are offered, and making 
housing available “to those who truly need 
it” by requiring an “asset test.”

Community housing, said the Minister, 
will also be made safer by empowering 
housing providers to turn away tenants 
who have been evicted for criminal activity.

“Homes are more than just bricks and 
mortar; they are the foundation to raise 
a happy, healthy family,” said Clark. “A 
home allows people to participate in their 
community, whether it is through work, 
volunteering, shopping at local businesses 
or attending local events. Our government 
believes everyone deserves a place to call 
home.

“Right now, there are too many families 
living in places that are overcrowded and 
rundown. Some of  them just aren’t safe. 
Across the Province, there is a shortage 
of  good community housing for people 
who need it the most. York Region is not 
immune. In fact, it has the lowest supply of  
social housing compared to its population 

in the Province. There are only 17 units 
available for every 1,000 households. 
The Region’s wait list is well over 14,000, 
double what it was seven years ago.”

To this end, Mr. Clark said municipalities 
across the Province are feeling the pinch 
when it comes to community housing and 
without any support the situation will only 
get worse. 

“Because much of  Ontario’s community 
housing was built a long time ago, and 
when the original funding agreements that 
support them will soon come to an end, 
when that happens we risk losing some 
of  the housing people are relying on. If  
nothing is done, there is a possibility that 
over 106,000 units across the Province 
could be lost in less than 10 years.”

The new measures, he said will help 
“meet people’s complex and changing 
needs.”

Housing providers will be eligible 
for more flexible and streamlined 
arrangements and may also be eligible for 
new funding as their original agreements 
expire to help protect existing units.

The system will go on to make it easier 
for tenants to predict their rent and make it 
easier for housing providers to calculate it.

In addition to removing penalties 
for tenants who might wish to pursue 
education or further work hours, they will 
also be protected from being penalized 
financially for child support payments.

“Of  course, our service managers will 
use their discretion to make sure everyone 
on the waitlist is respected and finds the 
home that best suits their needs,” said 
Clark. “Our plan will require service 
managers to set appropriate asset limits for 
applicants to ensure community housing 
is provided to those who need it most, 
and give housing providers the power to 
turn away former tenants that have been 
evicted for serious criminal activity so all 
residents can feel safer in their homes. 

“My ministry is providing more than 
$1 billion this year to help maintain, repair 
and grow Ontario’s system of  community 

housing; help get those living on the streets 
into stable homes and continue to support 
off-reserve indigenous housing in the 
Province. This money will go directly to 
the communities and much of  it is flexible 
so that it can be invested in solutions that 
best meet local needs.

“We’re leveraging every single federal 
dollar that is available to us by cost matching 
the Federal National Housing Strategy 
investments. I am so pleased to see the 
Federal Government’s renewed interest in 
the Housing file. Our province needs all 
three levels of  government engaged so we 
can solve our Province’s housing crisis. I 
plan on continuing to push my colleagues 
in Ottawa to invest their fair share. The 
National Housing Strategy is a good start, 
but it is not enough.”

Going forward, Mr. Clark told media 
at Wednesday’s announcement that it is 
essential to “make sure all three levels of  
government are working together.”

“We want to make sure our community 
partners, those not for profits and existing 
organizations that are providing housing 
and housing supports, that we all work 
together. If  the private sector wants to 
participate in and it results inmore stock, 
renewed stock or renewed opportunities, 
we will explore every option available to us.”

Asked what the Province could do 
to incentivise housing companies and 
developers to allocate units for community 
housing and make a better climate for 
public-private partnerships, he said there 
will be more to say “in coming weeks” 
about what has been done.

“I am realistic though,” he said. “There 
will have to be other measures that we’ll 
have to move forward on as a government 
in the fall. There is not one thing I can table 
in the legislature and then have everyone 
pat me on the back and say that I solved the 
housing crisis. That is not going to happen. 
It is a continual focus on what we can do to 
make it happen.”

Wednesday’s announcement at 
Newmarket’s Old Town Hall was also 
attended by Mayor Tom Mrakas. Speaking 
to The Auroran following afterward, he 
said it is “always great to see the Provincial 
government come to the table and say we 
need to provide some better tools to increase 
not only our supply, but how efficient we are 
when we provide community housing for 
residents.”

“I think it is a good first step, but we 
need to continue work not just within 
the Provincial government but all levels 
of  government to make sure we can end 
homelessness within York Region.”

Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs, Parliamentary Assistant Christine Hogarth and  
Deputy Premier/Newmarket-Aurora MPP Christine Elliott announced reforms to community 
housing in Aurora’s north riding last Wednesday.                Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Congratulations to the 

Minor Midget AA Tigers,who swept 

the Barrie Colts to win their second 

York-Simcoe championship in a row. 

The Tigers lost just one game 

in the entire 2018-19 postseason, 

and have posted a 76-33-10 record 

over the past two years. 

Minor PEEWEE AA Tigers
Back row: Rob Heath, Dave Pinder, Steve Bates, Ryan Smith, Chris Bugeja. Middle Row: Brock Lobreau, Connor Mifsud, Eric Brown, Everett Smith, Kyle Cordingley, Owen Marsella. Front Row: Cohen Bugeja, Owen Pinder, Callum Heath, 
Colin Smith, Alfonzo Boseovski-Milano, Daniel Carbone, Nicolas Cornacchia, Peyton Bates. Front (on ice):  Samantha Whittle, Cameron Millar, Matthew Andersen

Minor MIDGET AA Tigers
Back Row:  Rob Russo, Garret Franzin, Matt Reid, Dylan Andersen, Riley Pearl, Graham Sim, Steven Burfi eld, Jack Reily, Owen Papulkas, Zander Liapis,John Bryden, Chris Koulouras, Efan 
Gonsalves and Glenn Reid Middle Row:  Myke Franzin, Ryan Weeks, Ryan Bryden,  Kurtis Gipp, Ethan Belisle, Kelden Dagenais, Ben Goring and Gage Gonsalves Front Row:nLiam Falconer, 
Ian Morrison, Luca Capraro and Anthony Russo

The coaching staff of the
 Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee 

AA want to extend 
a HUGE congratulations 

to the team on an 
outstanding year.  The Tigers 
not only fi nished 1st in the 

regular season, but followed 
that up with some great 

playoff series wins against 
TNT, Newmarket, 
Clarington and 

St. Catharines to win the 
OMHA Championships. 

CongratulationsCongratulations

Minor MIDGET AA Aurora Tigers

Minor PEEWEE AA Aurora Tigers

Back row: Rob Heath, Dave Pinder, Steve Bates, Ryan Smith, Chris Bugeja. Middle Row: Brock Lobreau, Connor Mifsud, Eric Brown, Everett Smith, Kyle Cordingley, Owen Marsella. Front Row: Cohen Bugeja, Owen Pinder, Callum Heath, 

St. Catharines to win the 
OMHA Championships. 

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations
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By Brock Weir

Judy Rebick has never shied away 
from leading the charge for social 
justice.

A activist by nature, she doesn’t 
skirt controversial topics or miss 
an opportunity to get people – 
particularly the powers-that-be – out 
of  their respective comfort zones.

But, in tackling the very personal 
issue of  mental health, Ms. Rebick 
had to address some uncomfortable 
subjects of  her own.

She is set to share that personal 
story at the Aurora Public Library 
this Wednesday, May 1 at 7 p.m. in 
an “In Conversation” event hosted by 
this writer.

Wednesday’s discussion will focus 
not only on Ms. Rebick’s storied career 
as an activist, publisher and television 
host, but also her new memoir, Heroes 
in my Head, which charts her own 
experience with clinical depression 
and Dissociative Identity Disorder, 
a disorder previously known as 
“multiple personality disorder.”

“I think my story shows a different 
side of  what most people consider 
mental illness,” says Ms. Rebick.

Trauma of  any kind can be 
destructive, she says, and people 
tend to look at the destructive side 
of  it, but looking back on her own 

experience she says “surviving a 
trauma can make you more creative 
in lots of  ways” as well.

“I like to call them mental injuries 
because, in my case, it is not an illness 
but an injury inflicted on me,” she 
says. “I fought to change the world for 
women and children and part of  that 
is because of  what happened to me.  
I find a lot of  people who are active 
are active because it helps them 
heal their own situation, their own 
problems, and make them feel better 
about themselves as they try to change 
the world to be better for others.”

Ms. Rebick says she knew she 
didn’t have an easy childhood. Her 
father was domineering and had fits 
of  violence outside the home while 
his “yelling and screaming” was a 
regular experience indoors.

She says she knew she had issues, 
but didn’t know she had been sexually 
abused until she started going to 
therapy in 1980.

Setting down on paper what 
happened next was a very hard 
process. While her five previous 
books took an average of  two years to 
complete, Heroes in My Head took 
eight solid years start to finish. 

“I had to learn how to do something 
very different,” she says, noting that 
because she was disassociated, there 
were gaps in her own memory she 

had to work hard to fill. “I trained 
as a journalist and I have worked as 
a journalist. In journalism, you’re 
summing up, but writing a memoir is 
more like writing fiction in the sense 
that you need to set scenes and get 
the characters and dialogue, have 
to have people stay in a scene and 
not have them sip through it. I also 
had to explore my own history as a 
journalist in a way.

“What was hard was showing 
this other side of  myself  that I kept 

hidden my whole life. I am a very 
public person and I have never 
talked about any of  this. I don’t 
think I even talked about any kind 
of  sexual violence. I had to face 
that people’s ideas of  me would be 
changed by this.”

There was a risk, she said, that 
people would think less of  her but, 
in the end, the reception Heroes in 
My Head received was “incredible.”

“I never experienced anything like 
it because I am a fairly controversial 
person,” she says with a laugh. “This 
is the only thing I have ever done 
that I got nothing negative, not even 
on Twitter. There was one tweet that 
said, ‘How does she remember? This 
is all bullshit. There’s no such thing 
as multiple personalities.’ There 
was one tweet from somebody who 
didn’t even know how to tag me.

“This book is about the interplay 
between healing from abuse and 
activism. My mental injury actually 
helped me to be a better activist 
because it made me fearless, for one 
thing. I couldn’t feel fear. People 
think of  me as strong and fearless, 
and a lot of  that is because I was so 
disassociated from my feelings.”

To join the dialogue at In Conversation: 
Author & Activist Judy Rebick with Brock 
Weir, reserve your free ticket at aurorapl.ca 
and come out on Wednesday, May 1 at 7 
p.m.

Author and activist Rebick to share personal  
story at Library 

Judy Rebick
Contributed photo
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By Brock Weir

Whether it is traditional paint, pieces 
created from debris found along the 
Lake Simcoe shoreline, or small pieces 
of  fabric suspended from the ceiling to 
represent microplastics omnipresent 
in our water, Watershedsci has sparked 
no shortage of  thought-provoking 
discussion.

Saturday, however, will be your last 
chance to see what people are talking 
about as Watershedsci, a unique 
environmental collaboration between 
the Simcoe Watershed Art Project and 
Lakehead University, prepares to leave 
the Aurora Cultural Centre.

The creators behind Watershed 
welcomed participating artists and art 
lovers alike to the Cultural Centre last 
Saturday for a special reception that 
shed light on the science that inspired 
the project. 

“When Jenny Clark, founder of  the 
Lake Simcoe Watershed Art Project, 
brought this exhibition to my attention, 
I was intrigued by the idea of  artists 
responding to scientific research,” said 
Clare Bolton of  the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. The result, as you can see, 
is an exceptional thought-provoking 
exhibition by outstanding artists working 
in a variety of  mediums. I am grateful 
for the artists and scientists for using art 
as a vehicle for social change.

“I feel this exhibition has inspired 
visitors – young people, educators 
have come through the doors and the 
community at large – to start their 
own conversation about environmental 
concerns. I have learned since the opening 
of  this exhibition [from] the educational 
school system that the conversation 
is happening [there] and that it is an 
integral part of  their education. I am 
hopeful. There are some great things 
happening with the young people today. 
Exhibitions like this remind us of  the 
challenges we face, but when we look at 
the creativity involved and the response 
to the scientific data that the scientists 
presented to the artists and worked with 
them. For me, it is essential for society to 
come up with innovative solutions for the 
challenges we face. This exhibition, and 
the response, gives me hope.”

It also gives hope to scientist Debbie 
Balika, Water Quality Specialist for 
Kawartha Conservation, who helped get 
this conversation started in the first place.

Ms. Balika became involved in the 
project while working at Lakehead 
University where she was asked to speak to 
Ms. Clark and participating artists about 
what they had in mind. What transpired, 
she said, was a great conversation that 
boiled down highlighting the art already 
existing in nature and melding these into 
a common vision.

“This Watershedsci project is very 
dear to my heart,” said Balika. “It 
really acts as a bridge for different 
conversations to occur, but it also allows 
for understanding and, at the end, what 
we all really want is action to happen. 

When people understand environmental 
issues and they understand impacts and 
are able to act on it, we couldn’t ask for 
a better flow. 

“As we moved forward with this 
collaboration, we had a multitude of  
meetings. We had a lot of  meetings to 
work out the details, our contributions, 
the artists and timelines, and the artists 
carried the lion’s share of  the work. 
We spent an evening of  learning and 
lectures…and then we sent all the artists 
home with thick wads of  academic 
papers about different research on water 
quality issues. The topics we talked 
about that night, we really narrowed 
down to a focus on Lake Simcoe and 
Lake Couchiching because, as you know, 
we have a lot of  water quality issues on 
a global level and we wanted to narrow 
down that scale.”

Some of  the things talked about in 
relation to the two lakes were water 
quality monitoring, urban run-off, rural 
run-off  and the dumping of  nutrients 
into the water, e-coli, pesticides and 
biological invaders. 

“After that night and after the artists 
had time to absorb all that knowledge 
and they chose a topic they wanted 
to focus on a little bit more, they were 
paired up with a Lakehead University 
scientist. I was lucky to be paired up 
with Jenny,” she continued. “She is 
just as excited as I was. It was a mutual 
excitement. We had lots of  good and 
thoughtful conversations and discussions 
and what I took from it as a professional 
was I really increased my skill of  making 
science accessible because it really needs 
to be understood in order to then share 
it with someone else. 

“I feel the success of  this exhibition 
itself  is only a possibility because two 
different spheres came together and 
that is an art sphere and a science 
sphere. Both bodies were willing to 
look at things through different lenses 

Last chance to see thought-provoking 
“Watershedsci” exhibition

Debbie Balika, Water Quality Specialist for Kawartha Conservation speaks at the artists’ recep-
tion for Watershedsci at the Aurora Cultural Centre. The exhibition closes Saturday. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

and understand different perspectives. 
When we look through different lenses 
and we share perspectives, we can also 
make new perspective. The culmination 

of  everyone’s passion and hard work is 
really evident today. Your work is creating 
new dialogue around the very thing that 
connects us all – water.” 
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Concerned about  
market volatility?
Get a professional second opinion  
on your investment portfolio

In volatile markets, there are three questions every investor  
should ask themselves:

1.  Do I know the downside risks in my portfolio?

2.   Does my financial plan account for uncontrollable risk like 
market corrections?

3.   Will my income needs be met if my portfolio drops in value?

If you’ve answered “no” to any of the above or aren’t sure, contact 
Brendan Black today for a complimentary consultation on your 
investment portfolio and financial plan.
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MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
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the Town’s historic Downtown Core 
as a destination.

“We have had several meetings to 
try and determine what would make 
sense to increase the livability and 
business atmosphere of  the Downtown 
Area,” Mr. Laurion told Council. 
“The mission of  the Downtown 
Aurora Business Improvement 
Association is to support members 
through promotion and education, 
to attract new businesses that add 
value to the Downtown Core, and 
support their integration within the 
community, and participate in the 
marketing and beautification efforts 
for Downtown Aurora.

“With so many new changes to 

Aurora – being Library Square 
and the remodelling of  the Aurora 
Cultural Centre – we will see positive 
change through marketing initiatives, 
running events to spotlight the 
Downtown Core, supporting existing 
businesses, building a long-range plan 
with the Economic Development 
Board to help attract new businesses 
that will further enrich the Downtown 
experience and contribute to the 
beautification efforts undertaken by 
the Town through the streetscape 
plan.

“Our vision is to lead the 
revitalization of  Downtown Aurora as 
a Town focal point where businesses 
thrive, residents live, work and play, 
and visitors feel welcomed.”

All this, however, comes at a cost.
A final report on the BIA’s budget 

will come forward for Council 
approval and enactment in the first 
half  of  May.

The budget is contingent on a 
new tax levy that will be handed 
down to businesses that lie within the 
geographic limits of  the BIA, being 
the blocks radiating out from Yonge 
and Wellington.

BIA Board members estimate this 
tax levy will come out to an average of  
$400 per property annually, with the 
101 subject properties contributing 
an estimated $40,400 to fund the 
initiatives.

“The levy structure is being 
requested as we are here to advocate 
on behalf  of  the interests of  the 
Business Improvement Area,” said 
the BIA in their business plan. “We 
wish to maintain and improve the 
downtown core area and provide 
a more pleasant atmosphere for 
local businesses and neighbouring 
residential areas.”

The BIA’s business plan sets out 
three years of  objectives.

In the first year, the BIA will focus 
$15,000 on advertising, including 
the creation of  websites, newspaper 
and social media ads, flyers and 
marketing materials. $10,000 is 
allocated to hire entertainment for 
a planned series of  three events 
which will include road closures in 
the historic core. More will be spent 
on metal buildings and lawn signs 
intended to designate historically 
significant properties to illustrate 

Aurora’s heritage.
The second year will look at 

similar advertising efforts, $7,000 
for entertainment, the creation of  
more signage as well as a new mural 
on a prominent Downtown building 
which will illustrate the history of  
the core.

The third year will continue 
spreading the word, but focusing 
on the creation of  a metal archway 
over Wellington Street to signify the 
entrance to Downtown Aurora. 

The proposed archway, similar to 
the arch that indicates Newmarket’s 
Historic Main Street when coming 
from the north received a boost from 
Mayor Tom Mrakas.

“I like [the idea] of  the historic 
metal archway at Wellington,” said 
the Mayor, noting he and Stephanie 
Mackenzie Smith, Communications 
Manager for the Town, had been 
brainstorming ideas earlier in the 
day. “We thought [about] not only 
one, but possibly a second one at the 
other end.”

“The BIA has sure hit the 
ground running,” said Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, who chaired 
last Tuesday’s General Committee 
meeting. “You have been here a few 
times already since your inception 
and I am really proud of  that. Thank 
you for relaying the need to beautify 
and work on the downtown core. 
For me, it is critical to the success of  
our businesses along with the great 
initiatives of  our Library Square.

“Thank you for continuing to 
push forward.”

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus 
905-727-9444 

www.highlandgm.com
COLORADO ZR2 SILVERADO 1500 CUSTOM TRAIL BOSS SILVERADO 1500 CUSTOM 

SILVERADO 2500HD 
HIGH COUNTRY

COME JOIN THE STRONGEST NATION.

VISIT WWW.HIGHLANDGM.COM FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

BIA plans archway, series of on-street events

Owner Phiona welcomed Mayor Tom Mrakas to the grand opening of Coconut Village 
Nails Spa last week, along with Councillor Rachel Gilliland. Coconut Village Nails Spa 
has become a popular spa facility providing natural spa, facial, manicure and pedicure 
treatments in a ‘Caribbean Vibes’ environment. “With our natural ingredients and re-
vitalizing products our spa specialists are ready to restore your skin to its natural glow 
again,” say owner. “You will also love our waxing and massage procedures. We strong-
ly promote appointments only in order to effectively deliver that ‘relaxed and get 
pampered’ experience.” Coconut Village Nails Spa is located at 38 Wellington Street.  

Auroran photoby Glenn Rodger

Coconut Village Nails Spa 
GRAND OPENING
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Retail set to make a comeback at former Canadian Tire site
By Brock Weir

 
Canadian Tire may have moved from 
Yonge Street to Bayview Avenue, but the 
company is looking to re-invest in its old 
site and bring new retail opportunities to 
Aurora’s south end.

Canadian Tire’s former store on 
Yonge Street just south of  Murray Drive 
has stood vacant since its move in 2016 
and the company has applied to Council 
for new zoning provisions that would 
open the door to a series of  changes 
on-site, including a reconfiguration in 
parking and the construction of  a new 
drive-thru restaurant at the Yonge Street 
side of  the property.

If  their plans are brought to fruition, 
the present building will be divided 
into three commercial units with a new 
loading dock.

“Currently, the property has very 
restrictive zoning on it which is just to 
permit a Canadian Tire-type store with 
some ancillary restaurant-type uses,” 
said David Waters, Director of  Planning 
& Development Services, for the Town 
of  Aurora. “However, in order to make 
the property more marketable at the 
end of  the day, the applicant has come 
in and expanded the range of  uses for 
the property. They do confirm with the 
Official Plan [and while] the Official 
Plan and York Region Official Plan do 
provide for higher order uses, at this 
point in time, the site is not ready to move 
in that direction, but those development 
rights are within the plans for both the 
Region and the Town.”

Although all plans for the property, 
which is no longer for sale by Canadian 
Tire, are subject to future site plan 
approvals, Council is set to give the 
green light to zoning bylaw amendment 
changes this week after giving the 
thumbs-up at the Committee level last 
Tuesday night. 

Some Council members, however, 
expressed some misgivings on the 

proposal, particularly from Councillors 
Wendy Gaertner and John Gallo who 
questioned whether the plan meets 
intensification targets, fulfils the vision of  
the Aurora Promenade Plan, and what 
impacts – negative or otherwise – the 
changes might have on homes on the 
west side of  the property.

From the residents’ perspective, 
Councillor Gaertner said she had 
concerns about the noise the proposed 
drive-thru would create for area residents, 
along with the noise from loading zones. 
An additional concern, she said, was the 
current right-of-way at Mosaics Avenue, 
which shares access to Murray Drive 
with the plaza to the north.

On his part, Councillor Gallo said he 
wanted more clarity on how the proposals 
conformed with the Town’s Official Plan 
and in particular the Aurora Promenade 
Plan which focuses on building a 
pedestrian-oriented community through 
higher densities and placing midrise to 
high-rise built forms closer to the street, 
buffered by appropriate transitions, with 
parking in behind.

“I envisioned something different on 
the site, particularly when it comes to the 
Promenade study and all the work that 
was done,” said Councillor Gallo. “I just 
feel like we’re getting just more ‘big box’ 
and that doesn’t sit too well.

“In its current state, it is very restrictive 
and I would agree with that. Although 
my comfort level isn’t very high, is there 
an opportunity to go through the site 
plan process prior to the rezoning of  the 
properties so that my and perhaps others’ 
confidence would be slightly higher if  
the commitment from the owners is to 
go through the site plan process prior to 
us doing the rezoning? I know it is not 
common, but it has definitely been done 
before.”

Mr. Waters responded that Canadian 
Tire has decided to take a two-step 
approach with this plan, going for the 
rezoning first, followed by the site plan 
process.

“If  I had a choice, they would…
go through the site plan process prior 
to the rezoning of  the property,” said 
Councillor Gallo. “I will sit and ponder 
that for the time being.”

Councillor Michael Thompson, on 
the other hand, said the proposal from 
Canadian Tire is very much in line with 
what was there before as well as the uses 
of  lands surrounding the site, particularly 
the Smart Centre plaza just to the north, 
which is anchored by Winners.

“It is hard to distinguish between one 
property versus another,” said Councillor 
Thompson. “While I would agree there 
are a lot of  us who thought this would 
be an excellent opportunity for other 
kinds of  development, they did have the 
property for sale for a period of  time 
and were trying to perhaps move in that 
direction, there were some other issues 
we might not be privy to, but at the end 

of  the day that is what the applicant has 
come forward with.”

While Councillor Harold Kim said 
he would welcome further dialogue with 
Canadian Tire to make sure what they 
want is in synch with what the Town 
envisions, Mayor Tom Mrakas said 
having something on site is better than 
leaving the lands vacant.

“It is better off  that something be 
there, be open, instead of  it being vacant 
and empty,” said Mayor Mrakas. “We 
have complained many times about the 
Canadian Tire being vacant and empty, 
so I would rather see some stores in there 
available to the residents in the area 
instead of  being empty.

“I think as we move forward, down 
the road more people will look into the 
area and possibly look at picking up this 
property and maybe looking at changing 
its use at that time.”
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By Susan Mullin,  
President & CEO

Southlake Regional  
Health Centre Foundation

SOUTHLAKE
SNAPSHOT

TERRAIN YUKON
ACADIA

CANYON
SIERRA HD

SIERRA CREW CAB

2019 TRUCK OF THE YEAR

STOP WAITING. START DRIVING.

@ 

OR, LEASE FOR $239 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

$119
WEEKLY

3.9%

LEASE RATE

FOR 24 MONTHS WITH $3,999 DOWN PAYMENT¤

TOTAL VALUE◊0%GET

FINANCING FOR
UP TO 72 MONTHS

$3,150+

2019 TERRAIN DENALI ALL-WHEEL DRIVE2019 TERRAIN ALL-WHEEL DRIVE BLACK EDITION

@ 

•  STANDARD 19" GLOSS BLACK ALUMINUM WHEELS
& BLACK EXTERIOR ACCENTS

• 2.0L ENGINE DELIVERS 252 HP AND 260 LB.-FT. OF TORQUE
•  STANDARD HEATED FRONT SEATS & REMOTE

VEHICLE STARTER SYSTEM

•  19" BRIGHT MACHINED ALUMINUM WHEELS
AND CHROME DENALI ACCENTS + GRILLE

•  2.0L ENGINE DELIVERS 252 HP AND 260 LB.-FT. OF TORQUE
• STANDARD HANDS-FREE POWER LIFTGATE

LEASE AN SLE 2.0L MODEL FOR $191 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

DOWN PAYMENT ⱡ

$95
WEEKLY

1.5%
LEASE RATE

FOR 48 
MONTHS 
WITH

$0
DOWN PAYMENT ⱡ

@ 

LEASE FOR $229 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

$114
WEEKLY

1.5%
LEASE RATE

FOR 48 
MONTHS 
WITH

$0

¤ⱡ2 See dealer for details. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be required. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. Offers may not be redeemed for Cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer offers. ◊Eligible 2019 
Next-Generation Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation. Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles financed and delivered between April 2 and April 30, 2019. Financing provided, on approved credit, by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank. Participating 
lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Representative finance example based on a new 2019 Next-Generation Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation. Suggested retail price is $57,575. $0 down payment required. $54,925 financed at 0% finance rate (0% APR) equals 
a monthly payment of $763 for 72 months. The financed amount includes $3,150 credit, which consists of $2,650 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive) and $500 Option Package Discount (tax exclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0 for a total obligation of $54,925. Freight ($1,895) and air 
conditioning charge ($100) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada.  TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark 
of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. ¤ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between April 2 and April 30, 2019. Lease based on suggested retail price of $57,575 including $2,650 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive) and $1,700 Dealer to 
Consumer Credit (tax exclusive) towards the lease of an eligible 2019 Next-Generation Sierra 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 Elevation model. Bi-weekly payment is $239 for 24 months at 3.9% lease rate (3.9% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $119 weekly payment 
is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $3,999 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on 
down payment trade. Total obligation is $16,393. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100, if applicable) included. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option 
to purchase at lease end is $40,303. ⱡ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between April 2 and April 30, 2019. Lease based on suggested retail price of $38,285/$44,195 including $450/$450 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive), 
$1,932/$0 Option Package Discount and $1,500/$1,500 Lease Cash (tax exclusive) towards the lease of an eligible 2019 Terrain SLE 2.0L All-Wheel Drive Black Edition/2019 Terrain Denali All-Wheel Drive model. Bi-weekly payment is $191/$229 for 48/48 months at 1.5%/1.5% lease rate 
(1.5%/1.5% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $95/$114 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer 
limit of 20,000 km/20,000 km, $0.16/$0.16 per excess kilometer. $0/$0 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $19,830/$23,783. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100, if applicable) included. Taxes, license, insurance, 
registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $16,080/$20,330. 1 Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, carefully review the trailering section of the Owner’s 
Manual. The weight of passengers, cargo and options or accessories may reduce the amount you can tow. 2 Whichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter services intotal. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. 
Conditions and limitations apply. 3 Whichever comes first. Conditions and limitations apply, see dealer for details. 4 Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability,coverage maps, details and system limitations. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and 
technical restrictions. 4G LTE service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit 
card is required for purchase.◊Comparison based on wardsauto.com 2018 Large Light-Duty Pickup segment and latest competitive information available at time of printing. Excludes other GM vehicles. + Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, carefully review the trailering section of the 
Owner’s Manual. The weight of passengers, cargo and options or accessories may reduce the amount you can tow. ͚ Full functionality requires compatible Bluetooth and smartphone, and USB connectivity for some devices. Data plan rates may apply.ΩAt time of posting, detailed map coverage 
is available for most major urban areas of the United States and for certain metropolitan areas of Canada (Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg, Windsor, London, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec City and Halifax). Coverage is significantly limited outside these areas.

• 355 HP ECOTEC3 5.3L V8 ENGINE
•  HEATED SEATS & HEATED LEATHER-WRAPPED STEERING WHEEL + REMOTE START
• 20" GLOSS BLACK ALUMINUM WHEELS & MATCHING GLOSS BLACK GRILLE
• 8" COLOUR TOUCH SCREEN WITH GMC INFOTAINMENT SYSTEM

INTRODUCING THE CANADIAN EXCLUSIVE

NEXT-GEN 2019 GMC SIERRA
CREW CAB ELEVATION

OPEN YOUR CAMERA.
SCAN THE CODE.

SEE THE SIERRA IN ACTION.

GMCOFFERS.CA
COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE 2

5-YEAR / 100,000 KM POWERTRAIN 
COMPONENT WARRANTY COVERAGE 
ON 2019 MODELS3

GMC PRO GRADE 
PROTECTION:

AVAILABLE BUILT-IN 4G LTE
WI-FI® HOTSPOT
(DATA PLAN REQUIRED)4

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

Southlake Snapshot

The weather is warming and all of  
us here at Southlake Foundation are 
buzzing with activity and anticipation 
for the 2019 Nature’s Emporium Run 
for Southlake this Sunday! 

I’m looking forward to being there 
for the second time myself, for a 
number of  reasons. As our largest 
annual fundraiser, this fantastic event 
brings out about 2,000 participants, 
spectators, and sponsors, all to support 
Southlake Regional Health Centre. It’s 
a really special opportunity to be able 
to see the sheer volume of  support that 
we are so fortunate to have within our 
communities, and to feel their energy.

Last year I was particularly touched 
by the people who had tears in their 
eyes as they crossed the finish line. It 
made me realize that this event is so 
much more than a 5K fitness event. 
People come because they care. They 

come because they want to make sure 
Southlake is there for everyone when 
they need it. And they come because 
they feel like they can make a difference. 

This year one of  our returning 
participants is Aurora resident, Zach 
Ferry. In 2018, Zach formed a team 
in memory of  his late mother, who 
received care 
in Southlake’s 
I n t e n s i v e 
Care Unit 
last year. 
As the top 
c o m mu n i t y 
fundra i s ing 
team last year, 
he talked 
about how 
good it felt to 
help others 
have the 
same positive 
experience he and his family had. The 
team’s fundraising page this year says 
it best: 

“We want to give back to Southlake 
to ensure that any family that faces a 
similar situation will be able to do what 
my family got to do, which was to be 
there when she needed us most and to 
say goodbye.”

I am grateful for these types of  
stories and, since joining the Southlake 
family a little over a year and a half  

ago, these stories have helped me learn 
a lot about the communities that we are 
part of. Southlake serves a population 
of  more than 1.5 million people. 
Amazingly, in many ways we still feel 
like a community hospital at our core 
– and that is something that is truly 
unique.

It’s also 
i n c r e d i b l y 
inspiring.

T h e 
gover nment 
does not 
p r o v i d e 
funding for 
most new and 
replacement 
tools and 
e q u i p m e n t , 
so we rely 
entirely on 
the generosity 

of  our communities to fund things the 
expert clinical teams at Southlake rely 
on to provide the leading-edge care you 
expect and deserve. 

From the growth of  Southlake over 
the years, it’s clear to me that our 
communities see the value in having the 
best possible health care in their own 
backyard. That’s why you continue 
to support our campaigns, helping 
us to build a state-of-the-art cancer 
centre, expand and upgrade our digital 

imaging technology, and so much more.
It’s that passion and dedication that 

is so evident in our supporters that 
energizes me every day, and why I feel 
so fortunate to be part of  Southlake. 
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coming soon to ballantrae

Register today to be part of our opening at 

BALLYMOREHOMES.COM OR call today 905 591 0920

S TA R T I N G  F R O M 

$1,149,900

Your obsession with new home 
perfection begins here!  

*Renderings are Artist’s concept. Prices and specifi cations are subject to change without notice. E. & O.E.

SATURDAY,  MAY 4 TH   |   STARTING AT 12 :00PM

The selection of homes at Wedgewood is simply 

incomparable, beginning with a choice of both 

contemporary and traditional exteriors.

Yet it is the interior of your home where you’ll most 

appreciate the distinctive di� erences of owning a 

Ballymore home.

Contemporary interiors that feature main fl oor 

guest suites. Interior courtyards that bring light into 

the middle of the home. Double volume ceiling 

heights and four panel exterior door systems. 

Homes that are built for modern entertaining with 

large oversized great rooms, large dining rooms 

and indoor bars with access to the courtyard.

Bungalow loft villas that feature main fl oor master 

suites, two car garages and private courtyards... 

prepare to be obsessed!

Artist’s concept

B U N G A L O W  C O U R T YA R D  V I L L A S K I N G S W O O D  |  E L E VAT I O N  B  |  5 0 ’ L U X U R Y  D E TA C H E D  H O M E S

Artist’s conceptArtist’s conceptArtist’s concept

grand opening
R E G I S T E R  T O  B E  P A R T  O F  O U R

P R E S E N T A T I O N  C E N T R E :
1 5 3 8 1  H W Y  4 8  B A L L A N T R A E ,  O N

5  M I N U T E S  E A S T  O F  H W Y  4 0 4  O N  A U R O R A  R O A D

BALL-WED-A-AURORAN-FPG-APR23-1.indd   1 2019-04-23   9:18 AM
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Classifieds • At Your Service

Caring and Convenient Dentistry for the Whole Family 
OPEN 7 DAYS

905-727-9779
info@AuroraNewmarketDentalCare.com (T&T Plaza)

2-16035 Bayview Avenue, Aurora

whitening or Free Mouthguard 
or Free Oral B Electric Toothbrush 
for New Patients. Call us for details.FREE
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HAMPTON BAY® 16" Pillows 
A. Sublime Flamingo 
(1001199215)
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EXCLUSIVE/4‑Piece  
HAMPTON BAY® Delaronde 
Conversation Set • Deep 

seating design (1000845506) 

More colours available online.

$578

EXCLUSIVE HAMPTON BAY® 
Margie Collection 
D. Chair (1001025201) $49.98 each

E. 40" Dining Table (1001074502) $149

EXCLUSIVE NAPOLEON TravelQ™ 
Portable Grill with Cart • Portable cart 

folds up for easy storage (1001072060)

$379

EXCLUSIVE NAPOLEON Rogue® SE 
525 Propane Gas BBQ (1001074204)

$1199

EXCLUSIVE KitchenAid® Red 
Propane Gas BBQ (1001023402)

$397
EXCLUSIVE KitchenAid® Propane 
Gas BBQ (1001022656)

$588

$1998

C. Tropical Toucan (1001199217)

B. Beach Hut (1001199205)

EXCLUSIVE NAPOLEON Rogue® SE 
Propane Gas BBQ (1001074206)

$1299

For an extended assortment, visit homedepot.ca/spring

GET INSPIRED TO CREATE THE 
ULTIMATE OUTDOOR SPACE

4 toss 
pillows

28,000 
BTU

2 
Burners

460 sq. in.
Cooking Area

26,000 
BTU

2 
Burners

455 sq. in.
Cooking Area

48,000 
BTU

3 
Burners

645 sq. in.
Cooking Area

48,000 
BTU

4 
Burners

730 sq. in.
Cooking Area

48,000 
BTU

4 
Burners

745 sq. in.
Cooking Area

Foldable  

side shelves

Side 

burner

$12

ONLY

$2957

FOR 60 MONTHS
t

with The Home Depot  
Project Loan

Excludes any interest  
due during Shopping  

Period

$11

ONLY

$2730

FOR 60 MONTHS
t

with The Home Depot  
Project Loan

Excludes any interest  
due during Shopping  

Period

MORE PRODUCTS 

AVAILABLE ONLINE

at homedepot.ca

NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES.

If you find a lower price, we’ll beat it by 10%. Online-only retailers  
subject to price match only. Terms and conditions apply. See page 7 for details.*** 

GUARANTEED.

Buy any NAPOLEON ROGUE® SE Series gas grill and enter for a chance to win‡ your grill
No purchase required. 

BUY A GRILL, WIN BIG!

each

‡Napoleon Sponsored Contest: No purchase necessary. Excludes residents of Quebec. Contest period March 28 to May 1, 2019. Ten (10) Napoleon Rogue® SE 
Series Gas Grills available to be won (ARV $899 - $1349 each). Odds depend on total number of eligible entries. Visit napoleon.ca/winyourgrill for full contest rules.

With stylish backlit 

knobs, you’ll be in full 

control, no matter what 

time you’re grilling.

Stainless steel and 

porcelain-coated 

cast-iron WAVETM 

cooking grids give 

unmistakable sear 

marks and make  

for easy cleanup.

Exclusive infrared 

technology heats up to 

1,800oF to give you a 

restaurant-quality sear. 

Available on select  

Rogue® models.

JETFIRE™ ignition gives 

you the quick reliable 

ignition you can count on.

$34892
GET THE LOOK FOR

t�Monthly payments and minimum spend required. 6.99% APR. On approved credit by Financeit Canada Inc. as agent for a third-party financial institution. Interest-only payments are required during the 6-month  
Shopping Period. After the Shopping Period expires, payments will be amortized over 60 months based on a minimum spend of $1,000 on the Project Loan Card. Payments will be amortized over 12 months for  
a spend of $999.99 or less. Figure presented is a tax-inclusive example provided for illustrative purposes only. Figure presented excludes accessories, delivery and installation costs. Additional charges may apply. 
Actual selling price at time of purchase may vary. Assortment may vary by store. See homedepot.ca/projectloan for details.
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         15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500
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The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $3895

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

GOING THE DISTANCE – Aurora’s Special Olympics swimmers, the Special Ducks, raised over $850 for their organization during the 2019 Aurora Chamber Home and Lifestyle Show with 
a special Swim-A-Thon. The athletes took over the pool at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex on the Saturday, spending over eight hours in the pool in two hour intervals. Pictured 
above, left to right, are coaches Larry Bobbett, Deb Finnear, Robin Konstantopoulos, and Nancy Black, athletes Aristea Konstantopoulos, Mary Haberer, Isaac Charles and Carter Hull. April 
marked Special Olympics Month in Aurora.              Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Former Tiger Romano 
finds name on NHL Draft 
rankings

By Jake Courtepatte

The regular season is over, and the list 
is up for the NHL’s Central Scouting’s 
final rankings.

Among the hundreds of  young men 
hoping to catch a glimpse of  their 
name on the list, released last week, is 
former Aurora Tiger forward Anthony 
Romano, who claimed the 52nd spot in 
the table.

Romano was a key component up 
front for the OJHL squad in the 2017-18 
season, finishing fourth in team scoring 
as just a 17-year old with 44 points in 40 
games, adding an impressive 10-point 
performance in the postseason.

He has been cutting his teeth for the 
past year with the Sioux Falls Stampede 
of  the United States Hockey League, 
where he has posted 47 points through 
60 games in the USHL regular season.

Despite the long distance between his 
home of  Richmond Hill and that of  the 
South Dakota-based team, Romano’s 
game has grown to create a realistic 
goal of  hearing his name called in the 
second round of  the NHL draft in June.

“The big adjustment is not really 
seeing that many people, you know the 
big skyscrapers and all that.

“I kept improving, kept staying the 
course, kept getting better every day. 
That lead me to here to the USHL as 
an 18-year-old.”

Opting for the USHL rather than 
the major junior Ontario Hockey 
League has allowed Romano to take 
the path-less-chosen, despite where and 
when he hears his name called in June. 
He committed during his tenure with 
the Aurora club to a scholarship with 
Clarkson University next season, an 
NCAA division-one program in New 
York.

“It’s important to get an education 
because even if  I do make the NHL 
or hockey pro, I’m not going to play 
forever,” said Romano, who has worn 
the ‘C’ for the Stampede throughout 
the season. “I’ll have an education to 
fall back on if  nothing works out.”

Aurora Tigers owner Jim Thomson 
took to Twitter to congratulate his 
former star forward, calling his future 
bright.

Tigers’ play-by-play announcer 
Kevin Dean chimed in with his own 
two cents on Twitter, calling Romano 
“the real deal.”

The 2019 NHL Entry Draft will 
be held June 21, at Rogers Arena in 
Vancouver.

Anthony Romano 
(right), pictured with 
the Junior A Aurora 
Tigers last season, 
has been ranked 
52nd on the NHL 
Central Scouting  
final rankings. 

Auroran photo  
by Jake Courtepatte
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       Sample assorted Craft Beers! 

       Enjoy a variety of foods by local chefs!
Musical Entertainment! Silent Auction!

May 11th   5:30-11pm

 Aurora Seniors Centre 
(90 John West Way)

              Available at
                               Royal Lepage
                        (14799 Yonge St. Aurora)
 

 $20
 

Tickets

N e t  p r o c e e d s  t o  t h e  Yo u t h  o f  A u r o r a

Must be 19 years or over

Presented by the Optimist Club of Aurora 

       Dr. Norman Orschel
 Aurora Central Dental Care

Terry R. Sherin
 Sales Representative

T h a n k   Y o u  t o  o u r  S p o n s o r s

 

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

THIS  IS  GREAT  BEER

    Damir Vrancic
        Law O�ce

Wine and soft drinks will also be available.

6   A
nnual

th

Stephen D Beaumont
Chartered Professional Accountant

Includes 2 Beer tickets.

Cash Only.   

Limited number available

Service You Can Trust.  Since 1924

905.727.4258   tholiver.com 
Visit our showroom at 136 Wellington St. E. Aurora
(Call for Showroom Hours) *On select models / Call for details. Offer Expires Oct 31, 2018

 
FREE* Remote Control on Qualifying Purchases.

Service You Can Trust.  Since 1924

905.727.4258   tholiver.com 
Visit our showroom at 136 Wellington St. E. Aurora
(Call for Showroom Hours) *On select models / Call for details. Offer Expires Oct 31, 2018

 
FREE* Remote Control on Qualifying Purchases.

Byfield “humbled” by OHL Rookie honours

By Jake Courtepatte

A familiar face around the Aurora 
rinks has been lauded as the top first-
year player in the Ontario Hockey 
League.

Former York-Simcoe Express 

Quinton Byfield, pictured with the York-Simcoe Express in the 2016-17 season, has been 
named as the OHL’s Rookie of the Year. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

captain Quinton Byfield was named 
on Thursday as the OHL’s Rookie of  
the Year, earning the Emms Family 
Award for the 2018-19 season.

“It’s super humbling,” said Byfield. 
“There’s a lot of  good rookies this year 
that could have won it. I think a lot 
of  them deserved it as well. I couldn’t 
have done it by myself  and owe a lot 
to my coaches who put trust in me, 
gave me every opportunity to succeed, 
and put me in every situation. 

He called his chemistry with his 
first-year teammates, both on and off  
the ice, “unbelievable.”

“We had a very special group, we’re 
super tight, and that helped us on the 
ice and really helped me too.”

The Newmarket native, tabbed as 
a consensus first overall pick before 
even the midpoint of  the 2017-18 
season, was named the winner of  the 
Jack Ferguson Trophy last April as the 
top choice by the Sudbury Wolves.

The six-foot-four, 200 lb. centreman 
gained a reputation among the minor 
AAA circles as the right combination 
of  speed and skill, captaining the 
Minor Midget Express to an OHL 
Cup in March of  2018 while leading 
the team in scoring with 92 points.

The former St. Maximilian Kolbe 
student added twelve points in the 
Express’ playoff  run, cementing his 
position atop the OHL’s most wanted 
list.

Byfield excelled immediately in 
his jump to the major junior ranks, 
posting 29 goals and 32 assists to lead 
Sudbury in scoring. As a sixteen-year 
old, he lit the lamp more than any 
other Wolves rookie since 1997.

His Wolves were swept in the second 
round of  the OHL playoffs by the 
Ottawa 67s, though Byfield prefers to 
look back at the positives and support 
he received in his rookie season.

“My billet family, since day one, 
welcomed me into their family and 
they supported me along the way,” 
said Byfield. “To my mom, dad, 
sister, Oma, they all believed in 
me, supported me, and sacrificed 
everything for me just so I could go 
play hockey. This is just really special 
for me and I’m really honoured.”

In a press release, Wolves head 
coach Cory Stillman, a former Rookie 
of  the Year himself, added Byfield has 
done “everything for us” since joining 
the squad.

“He’s an extremely talented player 
and is a treat to come to the rink 
and watch every night…what makes 
Quinton special, to me, is how hard 
he plays in all areas of  the game. 
He plays on the power play and on 
the penalty kill. He plays in the last 
minute if  we’re up a goal or if  we’re 
down a goal. I think the biggest thing 
with Quinton is that he’s only going to 
get better.”

Byfield was also named to the 
OHL’s All-Rookie team, and will be 
eligible for the NHL’s 2020 draft.
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We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.Screen/LCD Replacements

iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150 
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

We noW CaRRy aLL 
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

WHooSH!® screen cleaner. 
Certified Safe. non toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169 

emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

Walk for Wellness raises more than $17,000 for 
senior services

By Brock Weir

They laced up their running 
shoes, did their stretches and, in 
some cases, unfolded their walkers 
or whipped out their Nordic 
walking poles, and hit the track last 
Saturday with the same mission – to 
raise much needed funds for senior 
services in York Region and South 
Simcoe.

The Chartwell Walking Track at 
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
was the scene on April 13 when 
CHATS (Community & Home 
Assistance to Seniors) hosted its 
annual Walk for Wellness.

Dozens of  participants and 
vendors banded together for the 
event which, at press time, was well 
past a fundraising target of  $17,000 
with sponsor dollars pouring in.

Topping the list of  teams was 
the CHATS Board Walkers, which 
raised a whopping $5,650 for the 
cause, while the team from the 
Aurora Seniors’ Association glided 
into second place with $1,697.

“I always say I come from the best 
community – well, most people say 
that, but I am actually right when 
I say it – and part of  the reason is 
so many great organizations like 
CHATS,” said Newmarket-Aurora 
MP Kyle Peterson at the conclusion 
of  the Walk. “As Member of  
Parliament, you get to take a look 
at the whole community and all 
the organizations out there. We 
really do have a great community 
and it is because of  volunteers and 
community events and organizations 
like this. 

“You are really, truly making a 
difference in people’s lives. It seems 
simple to spend a morning walking 
around a few laps, but those little 
efforts and events like this make our 
community so much better and it 
makes the lives of  people who live 
in our community so much richer.”

CHATS has a long history of  
service within the York Region and 
South Simcoe Community.

Its programs include in-home 
and home safety services to 
seniors, transportation services and 
community programs. 

“I want to say a very big thank you 
on behalf  of  CHATS, the Board, 
staff  and the 480-plus volunteers 
who contribute to providing support 
to York Region’s older adults on 
behalf  of  CHATS to support their 
care close to every day of  the year,” 
said CHATS Board Chair Ian Hilley. 
“This is a very important event for 
us.”

Upcoming events in support of  
CHATS include a car rally on August 
24, supported by snapd Richmond 
Hill, and the Tim Jones Classic Golf  
Tournament on September 9.  

The CHATS Board Walkers were the top fundraising team at the organization’s 2019 Walk for Wellness, held at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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   Who are you  
Hiking for?

www.myhospice.ca 
Residential Hospice 

www.doanehospice.org 
Community Hospice 

www.hillhousehospice.com 
905.737.9308 or 

jmcdonald54@bellnet.ca 
Residential Hospice

www.evgcares.com
416.499.2185 x 109 or 

rsimkin@evgcares.org
Community Hospice

www.hospicegeorgina.com
905.722.9333 or 

caring@hospicegeorgina.com
Community Hospice 

Better Together

GEORGINA

VAUGHAN

KING

EAST 
GWILLIMBURY

YORK
WITCHURCH
STOUFFVILLE

MARKHAM

NEWMARKET

AURORA

Sunday 
May 5th

905.967.1500 x 134 or  
dkesheshian@myhospice.ca

Sunday 
June 2nd

Hike For Hospice
Please join or donate to your 

local Hospice today!

Sunday 
May 26th

Sunday 
May 5th 

“Generously donated by an Anonymous Donor”

400 404

407
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(905) 713-1632  

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Quarter Valley Stables   
15134 Dufferin Street, King City,   

Ontario  L7B 1K5

We are excited to accept new boarders and students at our newly 
upgraded facility. It boasts an 150 x 220 outdoor arena. And a  

80 x 200 indoor arena with a large heated viewing room/ lounge 
to provide a comfortable area for parents and siblings to sit and 
watch lessons. We have trails and numerous paddocks for our 

horses to enjoy some grass and relax.  

PLEASE DROP BY FOR A VISIT.

for sport in Aurora among various 
stakeholders. Additional emphasis will 
be placed on volunteer recruitment and 
training for many organizations within 
Aurora, as well as training staff  and 
volunteers in “working with culturally 
diverse groups to understand their 
sport needs and be able to respond to 
the changing demographics in Aurora.”

Conversely, the new blueprint will 
give lower priority to developing a 
sport tourism policy for the Town and 
assessing the current provision of  sports 
as it relates to older adults.

“The capacity to host sport events 
is highly dependent on appropriate 
facilities,” said Ms. Warth on the lower 
priority for Sport Tourism. “As the 
Town is currently investigating future 
facilities, it does not make sense to create 
a policy at this time. Additionally, the 
Economic Development strategy will 
include sports tourism and the results 
of  that study need to be considered in 
an Aurora Sports Tourism policy. 

“As part of  the sports policy, a 
decision needs to be made about 
whether the needs of  older adults is to 
be a focus on sports (physical activity 
and an opportunity for competition), or 
to focus on increasing physical activity 
alone. Additionally, Activate Aurora 
has done significant work in the area of  
physical activity for older adults. Town 
Staff  have committed to sustaining the 
Older Adults Network created as part 
of  Activate Aurora when the Activate 
Aurora project wraps up in June 2019.”

By the time the recommendations 
reached the Committee level last 
Tuesday, Council members focused on 
both of  these priority changes as well as 
the cost of  creating a new position.

The starting salary for the Sport & 
Community Development Coordinator 
will be $69,000 plus benefits, which 
would clock in at around $83,000, 
said Robin McDougall, Director of  
Community Services for the Town. 
The entire amount allocated in the 
2019 Operating Budget will not be 
used at this time as the position will 
not be filled until later this spring. 
Going forward, she added, staff  would 
anticipate the full amount will be used 
in future years, including $20,000 for 
the implementation costs of  the Sports 
Plan.

One of  the most vocal regarding 
the new hire was Councillor Harold 
Kim, who said he was “never a big 
proponent” of  an internal hire for the 
role of  Sports Coordinator, questioning 
how bringing the position in-house 
would make achieving goals within the 
plan more realistic and achievable. 

Ms. McDougall responded that 
bringing the position in-house would 
level the playing field in that the person 
in the position would have access to all 
the resources and information at Town 
Hall. 

“This process of  working towards a 
Sports Plan, gathering volunteers [for] 
the sports communities, reminds me of  

another project [for] Cultural Partners 
[and we] hired an external consultant 
to spearhead that,” Councillor Kim 
continued. “My understanding is that 
that is going well and it seems to mirror 
what we’re trying to do here in a certain 
respect.”

While Ms. McDougall conceded 
there were “parallels” in the situation, 
she also noted “there are opportunities 
here where we see benefit in having in-
house staff  being readily available.”

From other parts of  the table, 
Councillors raised issue with sports 
tourism being placed on a lower rung 
than it had previously.

The first to sound the alarm was 
Councillor Michael Thompson who 
said he still saw tourism as one of  the 
“key principles” in the plan. 

“Council has talked about it from an 
economic development perspective,” 
he said. “Yes, I understand there is a 
bit of  an overlap there with what is 
currently underway with the Economic 
Development Board and the Economic 
Development Strategy, and tourism 
as well. I don’t necessarily want to see 
sport tourism pushed too far to the side. 
I still think it is very much a prominent 
issue for this Council. We talked 
about it at length with the Hallmark 
lands and whether it would be one 
and one or two baseball fields, we 
continue to talk about it with regards 
to multipurpose fields and that vision. 
While I understand that not all of  the 
amenities or facilities are in place to 
really make a drive today, I still just 
want to make sure it is somewhere near 
the forefront in terms of  our priority 
settings for sport tourism.”

Mayor Tom Mrakas had a similar 
concern, saying “we don’t want to lose 
that (sport tourism) and put that aside.

“With the new Economic 
Development Corporation in place, 
that is one of  the examples of  where Ms. 
McDougall mentioned that hiring an 
in-house staff  member for the position 
[would allow them to] have access more 
closely with the corporation and look 
at furthering that sport tourism aspect, 
the total tourism picture for the Town,” 
he said. “I think that is a great way for 
us to move forward on that piece.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner’s 
concerns lay in a lower prioritization 
for the sports needs of  older adults. 

“There is a significant amount of  
work that is already being done and 
being looked after through the efforts 
and work of  Activate Aurora that 
initiated the program along with our 
staff,” said Ms. McDougall. “Our staff  
are planning to continue on with that 
work with the Older Adult Network 
and it is literally a network of  resources, 
a local volunteer group of  individuals 
who have expertise in the area, 
whether it is through health, whether 
it is through medical, or whether it is 
through just general interest in seeing 
healthy, active adults.

“There are a lot of  resources on 
that committee that see initiatives that 

we can run forward with. It doesn’t 
necessarily have to be defined by sports, 
but it can be defined by physical activity 
and so from a priority perspective, we 
feel that some of  that is already being 
achieved.”

Responded Councillor Gaertner, “I 
would rather look at keeping seniors 
active and healthy as opposed to 
promoting competitive sports. I think 
that the Seniors’ Centre does some of  
that work right now.”

Initial work on plan carried out by Sport Aurora
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Easter Bunny takes Aurora by storm
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COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CPA, CGA CPA,CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

Mother Nature may not have cooperated with sunny weather on Saturday morning, but there was a lot 

of fun to be had at the Town of Aurora’s annual Easter Egg Hunt. Held at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre and 

Aurora Community Arboretum, thousands of kids, parents, grandparents and guardians lined up early 

for a chance to find some eggs, meet the Easter Bunny and take part in Easter-themed games. (Opposite 

Page, Top Row) Emma and Cadence fan out through the Arboretum. As did this father-son team – both 

named Rafael. (Opposite, Second Row) Mayor Tom Mrakas has an audience with the Easter Bunny inside 

Petch House. Outside, Nick and Ethan continued their search for eggs. (Opposite, Third Row) Outdoor 

games were enjoyed by Reeve, Vanessa, and Alex & Teo. (Opposite, Bottom) Quinn, Mech and Jenson, 

along with Emily and Sarah made the Egg Hunt family affairs. (This Page, Top Row) Brenda and Kim of the 

Optimist Club of Aurora helped dish up a pancake breakfast inside the Seniors’ Centre. Lancelot tries his 

hand at Bynny Bowling. Jacob gets up close and personal with some baby chicks. (This Page, Second Row)  

Shelly wrangles the chicks. (Bottom Row) Mike and Claudia enjoy their pancakes. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger



THE AURORAN, Thursday, April 25, 2019THE AURORAN, Thursday, April 25, 2019Page  24             Page 25

1162 Hockley New Amber Can Ads_FullCan_Broadsheet.indd   1 6/28/18   10:23 AM

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

Local art teacher explores “surreal” life at Library 
gallery

By Brock Weir

As an instructor, Kim Steffen is inspired every time she 
walks into the classroom.

Ms. Steffen, who teaches art at Aurora Montessori School 
on Industrial Parkway North, drives home the fact that in 
her classroom mistakes are allowed and flights of  fancy are 
encouraged.

It opens up new doors to students, she says, and the work 
they produce has opened up new doors to her as well.

Ms. Steffen explores these whimsical flights of  fancy in her 
new exhibition Surrealist Landscapes, on now through May 
5, at the Aurora Public Library’s Colleen Abbott Gallery.

She has always had a passion for art. She grew up in a 
household with an artist for a mother and a father, a printer 
by trade, also in the arts.

Following her passion, she studied art at Mount Allison 
and received her Masters degree from the Pratt Institute of  
Art and Design in New York City.

“That really opened my mind up to different ways of  
doing art,” she says.

While her work can range from abstracts to realism, here 
she focuses on whimsy with paintings some have said display 
a touch of  Dali, as well as vibrant works in plasticine.

“I get inspired by the kids,” she says. “I love how children 
are just open to new things, to their imaginations. The number 
one thing I say to the kids is it is okay to make mistakes in art 

– and now kids will say the same thing to themselves. These pieces are inspired by 
the kids and their imaginations. In the past and how artwork doesn’t have to be 
right or wrong. 

“This exhibit gives me the opportunity to show my work. I used to show in 
galleries when I was in New York and I showed at the Toronto Outdoor Art 
Exhibit, but being a teacher and a fulltime parent just slowed my process in 
showing my art. Art has come second, so it is nice to be able to [exhibit] in a 
public space. It’s great too because a lot of  the kids I teach come to the Library 
and parents can see what I do.”

Indeed, this might be the very first time students have the chance to see their 
teacher in action, following her passion. When they see her paintings on the wall, 
she says she hopes the kids – her students and those in the community at large – 
will see that it is okay to “be free with your imagination.”

“I do very tight work, very realistic, and technically I am able to draw well, 
but I hope these pieces convey a sense of  freedom to just do what you want in 
art,” she says. “Art is the best subject to be teaching, period. It trumps every other 
subject. I am lucky I get to go into the classroom every day and when the kids see 
me they are so excited because they just know they are going to be doing art. It is 
just magical and special. Everybody has a little bit off  the artist in them.”

14183 Highway 48
Stouffville, Ontario

(905) 640-2692
www.HutchinsonFarmSupply.com

See it. Drive it. Own it.

Location 

Date & Time

14183 Highway #48 Stouffville, ON
Drive Green May 2nd, 3rd & 4th
Open House May 4th 10 AM - 2 PM
Customer Appreciation Barbeque May 4th 11 AM - 1 PM

DRIVE GREEN DEMO DAYS ARE BACK!

Hutchinson Farm Supply 
Drive Green Event and Open House

Talk to experts | Test drive a John Deere |Experience the difference

Hutchinson Farm Supply’s Open House and Drive Green Events give you 
the opportunity to talk to tractor, turf, utility and implement experts 

and get behind the wheel of John Deere.

Art teacher Kim Steffen’s surrealistic work is now on display at the Colleen Abbott Gallery.  

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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CROSSWORD

Sports Camp & Year Round
Retreat Facility Since 1967

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

Enjoy Time Together...you’ll be so very glad you did!

Beginning 7:00 pm Friday, enjoy a wonderful weekend away together in beautiful 
accommodations with full linens, delicious food, entertaining evenings, inspirational speakers, 

a one hour horse riding lesson with awesome instructors, scenic trail rides through the beautiful 
Caledon Hills and other bonding activities!

Register online or at the Teen Ranch Ice Corral Office. 

MOTHER/DAUGHTER EQUINE ESCAPE

Si
nc

e 
19

67

Friday, May 10th to Sunday, May 12th,2019

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

12
0
15

27
C
N

Call me today.Enjoy better 
savings

Bundle your car and 
home insurance.

Richard Gong, Agent  
905-727-6333 

This roomy bungalow sits on its own little piece of private heaven. Demand location. Offers large principle rooms, 3+1 
bedroom; finished basement. Private patios and gazebo.  I see a ranch style bungalow in your future!!!  Call for private 
viewing. Extras: Opportunity Knocks!! Prestigious Street! Large Lot (8541 Sqft)- Home Well Situated On Lot - Bung 
Main Level 1353 Sf (Per Mpac - Bsmnt 1068 Sqft) - Inc. All Elfs, Cac, Blinds, Gas Fireplace; Wood Burning Stove - As Is.; 
2 Garden Sheds.

Wendy Browne
Sales Representative

Sutton Group - Future Realty Inc   
905-853-5955

Aurora Bungalow on Premium Lot

                   $998,000

This week’s 
column is a slight 
departure from 
my regular weekly 
columns.

It is a shameless appeal for support.
This weekend on Sunday is the 

Annual Run for Southlake and once 
again Team Aurora will be well 
represented! 

As residents, business owners and 
community organizations already 
know, Aurora is a highly sought-
after community for businesses and 
residential home buyers. We’re known 
for our small town charm and big city 
amenities. One of  the most important 
amenities we can offer our residents 
is the compassion and care that our 
regional hospital offers.

Southlake Regional Health Centre 
is a world-class medical facility that 
delivers leading edge care to the citizens 
of  Aurora.

With more than 570 physicians 
and 3,456 staff, the hospital offers 
comprehensive patient care through 
their Regional Cancer, Cardiac and 
Mental Health programs. In the last 
year, the Maternal Child Unit saw more 
than 2,500 births and the Emergency 
Department received more than 
110,000 visits!

The hospital is growing, as are the 
needs of  our community.

Southlake is here 
for Aurorans when 
we need it and we 
want to ensure 

that it has the tools and technologies 
to care for our residents well into the 
future. That’s why I’m asking for your 
support in sponsoring me for the Run 
for Southlake.

The 5K Run for Southlake takes place 
on Sunday, April 28, and funds raised 
support the most urgently needed tools 
and equipment –  things the hospital’s 
team of  experts rely on to save lives and 
provide our community with the care it 
deserves.

By sponsoring me, you’re helping to 
support Team Aurora, as well as the 
current and future residents of  our 
community - and your hospital.

To make a donation, simply visit 
srhcf.convio.net/goto/mayormrakas to 
help support this worthwhile cause.

Thank you in advance for your 
support.

That is all for this week. As always 
if  you would like to get into contact 
with me please feel free to contact me 
anytime by phone 905-727-3123 ext. 
4746 or by email tmrakas@aurora.ca.

If  you would like to sign up for more 
newsletters and council updates then 
please visit Mrakas.ca/contact to join 
the growing list of  Aurorans that are 
staying informed.

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

Getting  
Things Done
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

This could be 
your spot!

Call us: 905-727-3300 x 102

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

BUYING/SELLING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

HOME CARE

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there 
when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory  

905-727-3300 Ext. 102

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

SPA

STUCCO

TAR AND CHIP

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,  
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical alternative 

to asphalt paving with a rustic 
country appearance, that also 

provides a solid surface and is 
a solution to ruts washout and 

potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

WATER

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

WE ARE BUYING!
Gold & Silver Jewellery 

Old Coins & Paper Money 
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS

Contact for Appointment Colonial Acres Coins & Jewellery 
M-F 10-5pm, Sat. 10-3pm

99 Victoria St. N. Kitchener  •  info@colonialacres.com

519-579-9302 ex 212

www.kellyspa.com | 905-503-5588
302 Wellington Street E Unit 2
(inside Tim Horton’s Plaza)

Massage 

SpaKelly
$30/30min

$50/60min

RMT $70/60min

*fi rs
t tim

e vis
it on

ly*

if yo
u m

enti
on 

this
 ad10

% of
f 

COMMERCIAL  |  RESIDENTIAL  |  NEW CONSTRUCTION  |  REMODELING
OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE AS QUALITY EXTERIOR STUCCO CONTRACTORS

Free Estimates  905-859-8794  www.vaughanstuccosystem.com

Specializing in
• Exterior Stucco
• Mouldings, Foundation, Brick
   and Chimney Repairs
• Custom Woodburning Brick
   Pizza Ovens
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From page 4

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

FOR RENT

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

SHARED OFFICE TO RENT
Why pay high overheads! 

PRIME LOCATION ON 
MAIN STREET IN SHELBURNE
Suit accountant/realtor/lawyer etc. 

Share with media company
Clean, Renovated Office
Rent includes all utilities

Call 
519-925-2832 or 519-216-1021

Please 
collect 

the BLUE 
PLASTIC

AURORAN bags

Are You Interested

Our carriers will be happy to pick them up when you are ready. 
Please contact Miriam at: mirm74@yahoo.ca

Our carriers will be happy to pick them up when you are ready. 

      in saving 
           the                   
   environment?

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

O F F I C E 
ADMINISTRATOR 
(Full-Time). King City, 
Ontario. Position start 
date - immediately. 
Must have the following: 
Advanced Excel 
knowledge, ability to 
muliti task and prioritize, 
communication skills.
Please email all resumes 
to HR@rbsomerville.
com

Aurora Hyundai is Growing and is currently looking 
to add 2 Licensed Technicians. Diagnose and repair 
vehicles, including engine, steering, suspension, 
brakes and a/c. Perform inspection to identify 
necessary repairs. Participate in ongoing Hyundai 
and education programs. Provide and maintain 
basic inventory and required hand tools. 2-3 Years 
previous experience Ability to be on your feet for 
long periods Valid Drivers License Health, Vision, 
and Dental Benefits available Paid Vacations 
Hyundai or Kia experience preferred, but will work 
with skilled off make Techs.
and... a detailer to assist cleaning clients vehicles 
left for repairs, and light shop duties.

Please contact Al Barker-Parts and Service Manager 
@ 905-841-8190 or abarker@hyundaiofaurora.ca

ADVERTISE 
with us

905-727-3300
ext. 102

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

York 9 FC set to kick off inaugural season this weekend
By Jake Courtepatte

For fans of  the green and black, 
the day is finally here.

York 9 FC is scheduled to face 
Hamilton’s Forge FC this Saturday, 
kicking off  the inaugural season for 
both the club and the Canadian 
Premier League.

Temperatures are expected to 
hang around the ten-degree Celsius 
range at Hamilton’s Tim Hortons 
Field on opening day, an unwelcome 
change of  conditions for the fully-
rostered York 9 club, who returned 
from a conditioning stint in Punta 
Cana, Dominican Republic last 
weekend.

“It’s nice to get some sun on the 
face for the players,” said York 9 
coach Jimmy Brennan. “It does kind 
of  rejuvenate you a bit after being 
indoors for so long.”

It’s been a whirlwind April for the 
club, who unveiled their official kits 
on April 5, sporting the nine bright 
green stripes across the abdominals, 
representing the nine municipalities 
of  York Region.

Last week also saw the league 
strike a deal with CBC Sports to live 

broadcast ten of  the CPL regular 
season games, including Saturday’s 
opener.

CBC Sports’ Scott Russell and 
Andi Petrillo will host CBC’s 
coverage of  the broadcast games. 
Commentary will be provided by 
longtime soccer broadcaster Gareth 
Wheeler, and former Canadian 
international player Terry Dunfield.

Yet, for the York club, they return 
to Canada focused solely on what is 
happening on the field.

“You’re in an intimate setting 
where every day you’re working with 
your teammates,” said Brennan. 
“You start creating bonds where 
you really get to understand one 
another.”

Midfielder Joseph Di Chiara 
added that the goal was “to 
maximize as much field time as we 
can,” after spending time earlier in 
the preseason at Vaughan’s Ontario 
Soccer Centre.

“When you’re training at home, 
it’s not the same as spending 24 hours 
for ten days straight where you’re 
eating together…you do everything 
together.”

The Forge FC squad followed suit 
in heading to the Dominican to get in 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series continues 

tonight with Barbara Trendos and “Survival: My Father’s War 
as an Air Force Gunner and P.O.W.” 7 – 9 p.m. at Hillary House 
National Historic Site. Tickets are $7, or $5 for Historical 
Society members.

APRIL 25 – 27
The Country Day School presents James & The Giant 

Peach Jr, April 25 and 26 at 7 p.m. and April 27 at 1 p.m. Based 
on one of  Roald Dahl’s most poignantly quirky stories, Roald 
Dahl’s James and the Giant Peach JR. is a brand new take on 
this “masterpeach” of  a tale.  Featuring a wickedly tuneful score 
and a witty and charming book, this adventurous musical about 
courage and self-discovery will surely be a favourite. When 
James is sent by his conniving aunts to chop down their old 
fruit tree, he discovers a magic potion that grows a tremendous 
peach, rolls into the ocean and launches a journey of  enormous 
proportions. James befriends a collection of  singing insects that 
ride the giant piece of  fruit across the ocean, facing hunger, 
sharks and plenty of  disagreements along the way. During this 
journey, James learns the true definition of  family and finds 
his place in the world. With music by Oscar, Grammy, Tony, 
and Golden Globe Award-winning songwriters Benj Pasek & 
Justin Paul, this show will delight audiences of  all ages! For 
tickets and further information, visit www.cds.on.ca.

SUNDAY, APRIL 28
St. Andrew’s College Highland Cadet Corps will conduct 

its annual Church Parade with musical performances by the 
School’s award-winning Wind Ensemble and Pipes and Drums 
at Aurora Town Park. 12.15 – 3.45 p.m. For more information, 
visit www.sac.on.ca/page/event-detail?pk=11056607&from
Id=192345.

MAY 2 – 5
The Pine Tree Potters’ Spring pottery sale will be held 

Thursday, May 2 - Sunday, May 5, 2019 at the beautiful Aurora 
Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora. The hours are 
Thursday 10 a.m. – 9 p.m., Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m., and Sunday 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. There is free parking, free 
admission and a door prize just in time for Mother’s Day. Visa, 
MasterCard and Interac accepted. Please call 905-727-1278 for 
further information or visit www.pinetreepotters.ca.

SATURDAY, MAY 4
The Aurora Community Arboretum holds its annual 

Community Planting Day today from 10 a.m. until 12 noon. 
Come and bring the family to help us plant 500 new trees! 
Parking and entrance will be at 245 Industrial Parkway North. 
Shovels will be provided. Boots are recommended. Rain or 
shine!

SATURDAY, MAY 11
David and Dierdre Tomlinson invite you to visit their 

English flower garden, Merlin’s Hollow, at 181 Centre Crescent 
which is open rain or shine today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

This month’s opening will feature spring bulbs, wild flowers, 
and alpine scree. Merlin’s Hollow was designed by David, 
a landscape architect, to create a series of  gardens within a 
garden. Enclosed by high cedar hedges, each garden has its own 
distinct character and a series of  arches invite visitors from one 
garden to the next. For further information, call 905-727-8979.

THURSDAY, MAY 16
The Prostate Cancer Canada Network will host its monthly 

support group tonight from 6.30 – 9 p.m. at the Newmarket 
Seniors Meeting Place. (474 Davis Drive, Newmarket). Meet 
and Greet at 6.30, with session to start at 7 p.m. Presenter: 
Rouge Valley Hyperbaric Centre on Hyperbaric Use in treating 
prostate cancer and other diseases. For more information, call 
905-235-7021, or visit www.newmarketprostatecancer.com

SATURDAY, MAY 25
Aurora United Church hosts the Wesley Bells in concert 

today at 7.30 p.m. at Trinity Anglican Church. Wesley Bells in 
concert with Aurora Chorealis, soprano Ursula Ivanoffski, and 
soprano Margaret Heney on piano. Free will offering will be 
held after the concert. For more information, contact 905-727-
1935 x21.

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors’ Association presents their spring 

concert, Something to Sing About, under the direction of  
Dan W. Lenz. Tickets are $5. Children 14 years and younger 
are free, but tickets are required. Doors open at 1 p.m. for a 
1.30 concert start. For more information, call 905-727-4767. 
Light refreshments will be served at intermission. The Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre is located at 90 John West Way.

SATURDAY, JUNE 8
David and Dierdre Tomlinson invite you to visit their 

English flower garden, Merlin’s Hollow, at 181 Centre 
Crescent which is open rain or shine today from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. This month’s opening will feature the fragrant garden, 
thyme lawn, iris and peonies. Merlin’s Hollow was designed 
by David, a landscape architect, to create a series of  gardens 
within a garden. Enclosed by high cedar hedges, each garden 
has its own distinct character and a series of  arches invite 
visitors from one garden to the next. For further information, 
call 905-727-8979.

SATURDAY, JULY 6
David and Dierdre Tomlinson invite you to visit their 

English flower garden, Merlin’s Hollow, at 181 Centre 
Crescent which is open rain or shine today from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. This month’s opening will feature summer flowering 
perennials, pond and water garden. Merlin’s Hollow was 
designed by David, a landscape architect, to create a series 
of  gardens within a garden. Enclosed by high cedar hedges, 
each garden has its own distinct character and a series of  
arches invite visitors from one garden to the next. For further 
information, call 905-727-8979. The next open day is Sunday, 
July 14.

that purify our air destroys highly 
effective, low-cost natural solutions 
to climate change. The profit 
gained by developers and the sum 
paid to the government cannot 
match the ongoing value these 
natural ecosystems provide to our 
communities.

Simcoe County has a wealth 
of  globally, provincially, and 
locally significant wetlands and 
shorelines.  We are home to Ontario’s 
largest municipally owned forest 
system. Our area is also home to over 
60 species that are deemed vulnerable, 
threatened, or endangered.  

Which of  these will be the first to 
be offered up to the highest bidder?

We are particularly concerned 
with proposals that:

• Would allow industry, 
municipalities, and developers to 
bypass rules and regulations within 
the Act for a price;

• Would allow the Minister to 
avoid consulting with experts for 
species at risk, even if  the suspension 
of  the regulations would, “likely 
jeopardize the survival of  the species 
in Ontario”;

• Would allow the Minister to 
avoid consulting or even notifying 
the public if  they decide to suspend 
regulations within the Act;

• Would suspend the protections 
for locally threatened species as long 
as the species is “healthy” outside 
of  Ontario. This would lead to 
extirpation and further jeopardize 
local ecosystems;

• New additions to the Species 
at Risk list would take longer to 
get protection (from 3 months to a 
proposed 12 months). At a Minister’s 
request the committee that adds new 
species may be asked to re-evaluate 
the listing, which would only lengthen 
the time that the species and their 
habitat would be vulnerable to 
development and other damaging 
activities;

• Would no longer issue stop 
work order permits on damaging 
activities for newly listed species or 
their habitat for up to one year of  
listing. This means that damaging 
activities, such as mining, excavation 
etc., would be allowed to continue, 
unfettered, as the new species’ habitat 
and species protections are reviewed 
by committee

Margaret Prophet
Simcoe County Greenbelt Coalition

some exhibition games against local 
clubs, where Di Chiara said he got 
a chance to check out his upcoming 
competition. 

“You try to improve every day. 
Then eventually, when that day 
comes, you’re in full flight. If  you look 
at the big picture and think, ‘wow,’ 
you maybe get a little overwhelmed.”

Brennan said he now has his club 
focused solely on Saturday’s match 
since returning home.

As for the rest of  the roster, 
Brennan and his team have finally 
put to paper the twenty names that 
will represent this Nine Stripes 
this season, including eighteen 
Canadians. Those who have been 

following League1 Ontario play 
since its inaugural year a few years 
back will recognize some friendly 
faces, including former Aurora FC 
players Morey Doner and Simon 
Adjei, as well as former Vaughan 
Azzurri teammates Austin Ricci and 
Colm Vance.

Over 23,000 are expected at Tim 
Hortons Field when the green and 
black take to the pitch on Saturday, 
a sell-out collaboration between 
the stadium and the league for the 
historic day.

The York club will see its first 
home action on May 22, when they 
take on AS Blainsville at York Lions 
Stadium. 

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR
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Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 24 Years

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

NEED ANSWERS?

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract.

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions??

?

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered


