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as Aurora’s Mayor with farewell meeting

Serving Aurora, 
York Region and 

surrounding 
areas for 
25 years.

tsherin@trebnet.com
905-727-3154     

Terry Sherin 
Sales Representative

905.726.4349
   

Lifestyle Oasis
WINDOWS INC. HOME PRODUCTS

Windows
Doors 
Enclosures

ROCKING AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE – Lawrence helps give Lyndia and Kaylee a better view Friday night for the official 
lighting of Aurora’s Christmas Tree at Town Hall. The annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony attracted hundreds of families not only to the 
lighting itself, but also to the kickoff of the three-day Christmas Market. RIGHT: Doing the honours in his last official act as Mayor, Geoff Dawe 
helps the tree light up the night sky. For more, please see Pages 22 & 23.          
             Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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yorklasermedspa.com  Dr. Philip Kritzinger M.D.

Botox® and Juvéderm® Filler Sale 
December 17 - 20 only 
Botox® 17% OFF 
 by Nurse $9.50 per unit (reg $11.50)
 by Doctor $11.50 per unit (reg $13.50)

Get your next 
(or fi rst) 

Botox or Filler 
Treatment 

from the area’s 
#1 provider

First time clients wanting 
Juvéderm® Fillers need to 
book a consultation with the 
doctor prior to Dec 17

Juvéderm® Dermal Fillers 
 20% OFF fi rst 2 syringes 
 30% OFF 3rd syringe 
 40% OFF 4th syringe 
 50% OFF 5th and subsequent 
       syringes during same session. 

                   95 Wellington St East, Aurora 905-726-1176    
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Call us today!
905-727-1941  ⎜  info@susancowen.com

www.SusanCowen.com

One of Aurora’s Top Realtors
For Over 30 Years!

ANDREW COWENSUSAN COWEN

Warm Wishes from Our Family to Yours!

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

APPLY NOW
for entry years 
Grades 6 & 9

Enrol for September 2019

Visit us online:
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

15480 BAYVIEW AVENUE 
AURORA, ON

Santafe-pizza.com

Just north of Wellington
in the Sobeys Plaza near

Good Life Fitness

905-503-3300
15480 Bayview Ave. 

905-503-3300
Santafepizza.ca

3 Topping 
Pizzas 

$2 7
only

99
2 Large

Santafepizza.ca 

12967 Keele St., Unit 1, King City • maria@trendsrealtyinc.com

Maria Ongaro
Broker, Re/Max Hallmark Trends Group Realty, Brokerage

How Real Estate
Gets Real

b 905-833-0111
c 289-221-4564

Gets Real

By Brock Weir

Geoff  Dawe was praised for 
bringing “decorum, order and 
respect” back to Town Hall as his 
eight-year term as Aurora’s mayor 
came to an end last week.

These words were offered by 
former mayor Tim Jones as he made 
a delegation to the final meeting of  
the 2014 - 2018 Council.

“I am here to simply say thank 
you,” said Mr. Jones, addressing Mr. 

Dawe and members of  Council who 
will not be returning to the table this 
week, before turning his attention 
back to the outgoing mayor. “You 
brought decorum, order and respect 
to this Council and this Council has 
demonstrated that for the past eight 
years. I want to say thank you very 
much.”

Bringing decorum, order and 
respect back to Town Hall is what Mr. 
Dawe said he felt was his mandate 
when first elected Mayor of  Aurora 
in the fall of  2010.

Reflecting on his eight years in 
Aurora’s top job, Mr. Dawe used his 
final speech at the Council table to 
highlight the success of  the last two 
Council terms.

“Certainly one that comes to 
mind right away is what I believe is 
pivotal to how we’re developing our 
Town and that is Library Square 
and the Aurora Armoury. I think it 
is a great indicator of  the faith that 
we have in building up the core of  
our Town,” he said. “There are 

BRINGING THE TERM TO A CLOSE – John Abel, Jeff Thom, Paul Pirri and Geoff Dawe are pictured in Council Chambers on  
Tuesday night during the final Council meeting of the 2014 – 2018 term. These four members of Council, who are not returning for the new 
term that officially kicks off December 4, provided a combined 28 years of service to Aurora – a fact pointed out that evening by former mayor 
Tim Jones in a delegation to Council.                                                                     Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Council & Committee Meetings

What’s Happening

What’s Happening

Date  Time  Location    Meeting

Thursday, December 6 7 p.m. Council Chambers   Committee of Adjustment

Tuesday, December 11 5:45 p.m. Holland Room   Council Closed Session (if required)

Tuesday, December 11 7 p.m. Council Chambers   General Committee

Wednesday, December 12 6:30 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre Aurora Cultural Centre Board (Public)

Tuesday, December 18 5:45 p.m. Holland Room   Council Closed Session (if required)

Tuesday, December 18 7 p.m. Council Chambers   Council

Wednesday, December 19 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library  Aurora Public Library Board

Thursday, December 20 7 p.m. Council Chambers   Public Planning  Cancelled

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit aurora.ca.

aurora.ca/hometownhockey

Register now for Winter 2019 Recreation 
& Aquatic Programs

Registrations are now open for winter recreation and 
aquatics programs.

Pick up a copy of the Community Services Program Guide at 
one of the Town’s recreation facilities or view the program 
guide online at aurora.ca/recguide.

Pay your parking ticket by donating a 
toy through Toys for Tickets

Did you know that you can pay your parking ticket by 
donating a new children’s toy? Aurora Bylaw has partnered 
with York Regional Police for their annual Toys for 
Tickets Campaign. In the spirit of the holiday season, 
parking tickets issued from Thursday, November 15 to 
Friday, December 14 can be paid for by donating a new, 
unwrapped toy to Toys for Tickets.

Toy donations will only be accepted at Aurora Town Hall, 
Access Aurora until Friday, December 14. 

What do you need to bring when paying your 
ticket?
•the toy in its original packaging
•the toy’s original receipt, no photocopies or emails 
accepted
•the parking ticket

The value of the toy must be equal to or exceed the amount 
owing on the fi ne.

All toys will be donated to local toy drives in Aurora and 
Newmarket. Help us make a positive difference in a child’s 
life this holiday season while paying your fi ne.

For more information on this program, please visit 
aurora.ca/toysfortickets.

What’s Happening

Register now for Winterfest Camp

Keep the kids busy during the holidays with our 
exciting Winterfest Camp. Register for any of the following 
dates: December 27, December 28 and January 2 to 4. 
For more information, visit aurora.ca/campprograms.

MONDAY•DECEMBER 31, 2018MONMONDDAAYYAYAAYA •DECEMBERDECEMBER 31,31, 20182018

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• All activities are free •
SKATING & SWIMMING

REPTILE SHOWS WITH ZOOTEK 6 p.m. | 7 p.m. | 8 p.m.

MAGIC SHOWS WITH
BRANDON DAVID MAGIC 6:30 p.m. | 7:45 p.m.

CHILDRENs’ activities
CRAFTS • FACE PAINTING • INFLATABLES 

ROCK CLIMBING WALL

Food donations for the Aurora Food Pantry are appreciated.

aurora.ca/firstnight • 905-726-4762 • #AuroraFirstNight

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Proudly sponsored by

A U R O R A ’ SSkylight Gallery Artist for December

The Skylight Gallery artist for December is Claudine Mueller.  
From a young age, Claudine loved to paint and draw. Her art is 
fun and vivid in colour. Claudine’s art is also inspired by her spirit 
to stay young and love for all living things. Claudine’s hope is 
that young and old will feel happy when looking at her creations 
and feel inspired to enjoy the brighter side of life. 

This exhibit is open Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, 3rd fl oor.

Coming soon! Look for your new 2019 
Waste Management Guide & Recycling 

The 2019 Waste Management Guide & Recycling Calendar 
will be mailed out through Canada Post starting Thursday, 
December 13. The guide provides information on waste 
and recycling pick-up schedules, disposal tips on waste 
and recycling and local event information about compost 
giveaway days, textile events and more! Limited hard copies 
are available at Aurora Town Hall. 

If you prefer to view the calendar electronically, visit 
aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling or download Recycle 
Coach, Aurora’s new waste and recycling platform that pro-
vides schedule information and collection tips at the touch 
of a fi nger.

For more information about the calendar or Recycle Coach,  
please visit aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling.

Winter Holiday Service Schedule
aurora.ca • 905-727-1375

MUNICIPAL OFFICE • 100 John West Way

AURORA PUBLIC LIBRARY • 15145 Yonge Street
Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED from Monday, December 24 to Wednesday, 
December 26 and then again from Monday, December 31 to Tuesday, January 1. 
For more information, please visit aurorapl.ca or call 905-727-9494.

WASTE COLLECTION

For Town-related emergency situations such as flooding, 
watermain breaks or downed trees, please call 905-727-1375 or  
905-727-3123 and follow the voice prompts. 
FOR ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES, CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY 
SERVICES

RECREATION CENTRES
Recreation centres including the Aurora Family Leisure Complex and the  
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex will be operating with modified 
hours. For a full list of hours of operation and program opportunities includ-
ing fitness classes, pool, gymnasium, rock wall and The Loft hours, please visit              
aurora.ca/holidayrecreation. 
 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre will be CLOSED from Monday, December 24 to 
Wednesday, December 26. It will be open on December 31 from 9 a.m. to  
3 p.m. and then closed on Tuesday, January 1, 2019. 

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED from Monday, December 
24 to Friday, December 28. Town Hall will reopen on Monday, December 31 at 
8:30 a.m. and will close at 3 p.m. Regular business hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
will resume on Wednesday, January 2. If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, 
payments can be placed in the drop-off box 24-hours a day outside of Town Hall.  
 
Please do not place cash payments in the boxes and remember to include your pay-
ment stub. Alternatively, you can pay your bills through an ATM or your bank’s online 
banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at paytickets.ca

Waste collection will be shifted by one day for the week of December 24 and           
December 31. For example if your regular pick up day is on Tuesday, then the 
holiday pick up day will be on Wednesday. Please consult your 2018/2019 Waste 
Management Guide and Recycling Calendar for more details.

Notice Board
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NO Gimmicks! For information on my exclusive
Guaranteed Sale Program, order a Free Report by visiting: 

www.SoldOrIBuyItGuaranteed.com
Or FREE Recorded Message: 1-866-231-9453 ID# 2072

For a FREE in home evaluation with no obligation
Call Victor at 416-553-2474 and start packing!

VICTOR
CHETCUTI

Sales Representative
*Some conditions may apply

aurora.ca/hometownhockey

Free Shuttle Service 
Every 20 Minutes

There will be no on-site parking. 
Please use the free shuttle or public transit. 

Shuttle and parking location information 
can be found at:

York Regional Police begins naming names in 
impaired driving offences

Publishing names  
aims to make  

impaired driving 
“socially  

unacceptable”

By Brock Weir

It is a move the York Regional Police 
has been considering since the tragic 
death of  five members of  the Neville-
Lake family at the hands of  a drunk 
driver three years ago, now the YRP 
is taking action by naming the names 
of  those charged with being impaired 
behind the wheel.

The final straw came after this 
weekend when 16 drivers were charged 
with 27 impaired-related criminal 
driving charges.

York Regional Police Chief  Eric 
Jolliffe said it is the “next step” in trying 
to curb the “distressing trend.”

It is clear that something has to 
change” said Chief  Jolliffe. “Effective 
immediately, York Regional Police 
will name all of  the drivers charged 
with impaired-related criminal driving 
offences, to further make impaired 
driving socially unacceptable and so 
that members of  our community can 
assist with notifying police if  these 
offenders choose to drive while under 
suspension. Innocent lives are put at 
risk every day by this irresponsible 
and criminal behaviour. We are not  
giving up.”

The Police announced Monday 
that every Monday hereafter they 
will post the names of  those charged 
with impaired-related driving offences 
online at www.yrp.ca. Among the first 
of  the 16 drivers named under the new 
police policy is one resident of  Aurora, 
Jonathan Natividad Duguay, 23, who 
faces a charge of  Impaired Driving – 
Drug.

The charges have not been proven 
in court.

Another driver highlighted by the 
YRP is 32-year-old Toronto resident 
Alexander Kostenberg who faces 
charges of  Impaired Driving and 
Over 80. He was nabbed by police in 
Richmond Hill on Friday night around 
10 p.m. when Police responded to a 
report of  a suspicious vehicle blocking 
a driveway for over an hour. Police say 
the driver began moving the vehicle as 
officers arrived before being stopped 
by the Police.

“Officers spoke with the driver who 
smelled of  alcohol and a half-full bottle 
of  vodka was observed in the centre 
console,” say Police. “The driver was 
placed under arrest and taken to #2 
District Headquarters for a breath 
test where he blew four times the legal 
limit.

“So far this year, York Regional 
Police have laid more than 1,400 
charges for impaired driving offences 
and the number of  drivers choosing 
to drive while impaired is showing 
no signs of  decreasing. Sadly, five 
people have lost their lives this year 
in collisions where drug or alcohol 

were contributing factors. The legal 
consequences of  an impaired driving 
charge can include roadside vehicle 
impoundment and automatic driver’s 

license suspension as well as further 
consequences imposed by the courts, 
including longer license suspensions, 
large fines or, in some cases, jail time.”

WHY DO I  
PAINT FLOWERS? 

Internationally acclaimed 
artist Helen Lucas answers 
that question in a solo  
exhibition now on at 
the Aurora Cultural Cen-
tre. Running through  
December 29, the  
exhibition follows five 
decades of distinguished 
work and opportuni-
ties to interact with the  
artist herself. Ms. Lucas 
will be in the galleries  
on Thursday, December 
13 from 6 – 8 p.m. for  
a meet and greet. For  
more information, visit  
www.auroraculturalcentre.
ca. 

Auroran photo  
by Diane Buchanan
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Machell’s Corners

It was a strange request, but we had to 
roll with it.

Little over a year ago, I received a 
frantic phone call from a gentleman 
regarding an item that appeared in a 
Dufferin County newspaper I happened 
to be editing at the time, in addition to 
this one.

Both the person who initially picked 
up the phone and I could tell immediately 
he was quite upset about the blurb. The 
only problem was I didn’t personally 
remember putting it in the paper.

He was getting married, he explained, 
and his in-laws-to-be were evidently 
doing their due diligence in learning 
everything they could about the 
gentleman their daughter or son was 
marrying. In the process, they apparently 
found something that didn’t quite pass 
mustard and were kicking up quite a fuss 
about it.

After a bit of  digging, we finally 
figured out what it was: our caller was 
charged with impaired driving two or 
three years previously and his shame 
was out there for all to see, particularly 
relatives or relatives-to-be who had the 
most basic understanding of  how to 
Google a name.

The fact that his name and his 
“shame” was part of  the permanent 
record was something he had to live with 
– but it was a fact he only had to live with 
once his prospective in-laws got wind of  
it.

He was charged with his offence while 
whizzing through a relatively small town 
on his way back to the big city where he 
lived, hardly paying a second thought 
to the ramifications of  his actions in the 
community of  just over 8,000 people. 

He requested that his name and 
offence be removed from the online 
edition of  the newspaper; his argument 
being that he had paid his penance, as it 
were, and, in the intervening years, his 
lessons had been learned.

He was a new man, he claimed!
Whether or not he was a new man 

was a matter between him, his spouse-
to-be, and the police department of  his 
place of  residence.

But if  he was blowing the proverbial 
smoke on his change of  behaviour 
at the time, it seemed from talking to 
the gentleman that he was sufficiently 
shaken enough by his misdeeds being 
online that he would think thrice about 
getting behind the wheel of  any vehicle 
after having a drink.

“Naming and shaming” these 
impaired drivers was the standard 

operating procedure for this community’s 
police department for as long was  
I was with the paper, before migrating to 
another publication just to the east. In a 
community as small as it was, it was not 
universally supported. After all, chances 
were in a community of  8,000 people, 
one name of  a local charged with 
impaired driving is likely to be known 
firsthand by any reader, or someone in 
their family at the very least. Impact was 
invariably swift: word spread and, before 
long, a transgression was the talk of  the 
town.

For people in the orbit of  the offender, 
this was, of  course, seen as a negative, but 
those on the outside looking in thought 
it had an overall positive impact on the 
community.

So, I personally welcomed the news 
Monday that York Regional Police was 
going to follow the lead of  other smaller 
police departments and begin naming 
and shaming individuals who still have 
not heeded the message that impaired 
driving might just be dangerous to 
themselves and those around them. 

“It’s clear that something has to 
change,” said York Regional Police 
Chief  Eric Jolliffe in his announcement. 
“Effective immediately, York Regional 
Police will name all of  the drivers 
charged with impaired-related criminal 
driving offences to further make 
impaired driving socially unacceptable 
and so that members of  our community 
can assist with notifying police if  these 
offenders choose to drive while under 
suspension. Innocent lives are put at 
risk every day by this irresponsible and 
criminal behaviour. We are not giving 
up.”

The final straw, it seems, came over the 
weekend when the YRP grappled with 
16 individual drivers across the Region 
who racked up 27 individual impaired-
related criminal driving charges related 
to alcohol and drugs.

Their new policy will see them list 
the names of  offenders every Monday, 

beginning with this past Monday, and 
the first go-round resulted in the public 
shaming of  drivers from Aurora, East 
Gwillimbury, Toronto, Vaughan, Milton, 
Ajax, Ancaster, Georgina, Markham, 
Richmond Hill, and Newmarket.

The fact that Chief  Jolliffe had to 
imply in his statement that impaired 
driving is, in some quarters and crowds, 
deemed socially acceptable is disturbing 
in and of  itself, and the surest sign that 
this policy is a step in the right direction. 
Time will tell if  it ultimately proves 
effective in curbing the sheer volume 
of  impaired driving charges, but it is an 
experiment that both long overdue and 
well worth having.

I am curious what you think about 
this bold approach by York Regional 
Police. Please send your views to brock@
auroran.com.

WELCOME ABOARD
As I write this on Tuesday, the Council 

of  2018 – 2022 is just hours away from 
formally taking their oath of  office. This 
is always an exciting time for Aurora – 
at least for those who have a modicum 
of  interest in civic life – as new and 
returning leaders set out their goals and 
objectives for the next four years.

Aurora has a new Mayor in Tom 
Mrakas, a new Councillor in Rachel 
Gilliland, and a familiar returning face 
in John Gallo, with the balance returning 
incumbents.

It is, in my view, an interesting mix in 
that the majority of  Council members, 
given their platforms on the campaign 
trail seem to be largely on the same page 
about many of  the key issues facing 
this town in the not-too-distant future, 
whether they are big ticket items like the 
development of  Library Square and the 
renovations of  the Aurora Armoury.

That being said, however, it is clear that 
there will be some pockets of  opposition, 
which is healthy in any democracy. 
Opposition will serve to provide varied 
– and vital – viewpoints around the table 
that should, if  exercised correctly, lead to 
stronger, better-thought-out positions at 
the finish line.

One can only hope that this 
Council does not fall into the trap that 
other incoming Councils here and 
elsewhere have fallen into: losing the 
momentum given to them by residents 
to undue decisions made by the previous 
administration. 

I wish all our new representatives the 
best in exercising the responsibility given 
to them by the people of  Aurora.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Deeds Indeed Speak
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Rogers Hometown Hockey will be in 
Aurora this weekend.

Hosts Ron MacLean and Tara Slone 
will be on site for the festivities, which 
include meet-and-greet opportunities 
with NHL alum Curtis Joseph and 
CWHL player Laura Stacey, live local 
entertainment, and the live Sportsnet 
NHL broadcast.

The two-day hockey festival begins 
on Saturday, Dec. 8 at Noon ET at 
the Aurora Community Centre and 
will conclude on Sunday evening 
following the Rogers Hometown 
Hockey outdoor viewing party.

The evening’s broadcast kicks off  
with a special pre-game show hosted 
by MacLean and Slone live from the 
Sportsnet Mobile Studio beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. ET as they tee up the 
first Rogers Hometown Hockey double-
header of  the season.

Sunday’s NHL coverage begins 
with a  showdown between the 
Montreal Canadiens and the Chicago 
Blackhawks, followed by a Battle 
of  Alberta matchup between the 
Calgary Flames and the Edmonton 
Oilers on Sportsnet, Sportsnet 
NOW and Rogers NHL LIVE.

Rogers Hometown Hockey 
Festival Details:

 
• The free hockey-themed 

weekend features games, prize 
giveaways, fun activities, and 
live local entertainment for the 
whole family, including:

•  Rogers Fan Hub: Rogers 
celebrates your community 
within the Fan Hub. Help 
support local minor hockey and 
participate in fun and interactive 
experiences, autograph signings 
with NHL alum Curtis Joseph, 
video game stations, bubble 
hockey, and popcorn!

• Sportsnet Virtual Photo Booth 
and Interactive Games: Fans 
have the chance to get close to 
their favourite players through 
virtual technology. Fans can take 
photos with virtual images of  
NHL stars, and have the photo 
emailed directly to their device 
for social sharing and their 
chance to win great prizes. In 
addition, hockey players of  all 
ages will be able to show off  their 
hockey skills and see how they 
match up to the NHL stars!

• The Hockey Circus Show: Come 
see Paz, our world-renowned 
hockey acrobat! Paz juggles 
everything from pucks to flaming 
hockey sticks all while standing 
on top of  a net. It is an experience 
that the family will never forget.  

• Scotiabank Community Hockey 
Rink: A family-friendly outdoor 
hockey space to engage hockey 
fans, interact with NHL alumni 
and CWHL player Laura Stacey, 
celebrate the game and play 
ball hockey. Scotiabank will 
also be donating $15,000 to 
minor hockey associations in the 
community.

• Ram Haul of  Fame: Features the 
Ram 1500 in a hockey-themed 
obstacle course that will test the 
skills of  fans of  all ages. Also, fans 
have the opportunity to enter the 
Breakaway Giveaway contest 
to win an all-new 2019 Ram 
1500 for their family and $5,000 
for their local minor hockey 
association. All contest entrants 
will receive a free branded 
giveaway courtesy of  Dodge. 

• Dr. Oetker Giuseppe 
Pizzeria: Fans can enjoy a 
complimentary slice of  Giuseppe 

Full Roster for  
Hometown Hockey
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I was all set to write about voter 
turnout and how many votes it took, 
based on the last three elections, to get 
on Aurora Council, but this can wait.

It is almost the holiday season and 
there are lots of  different movies on 
television or in the movie theatres for us 
to enjoy.

For those who like romantic comedy 
you don’t even have to leave your home 
as the W Network, based on the millions 
of  commercials that we have been 
bombarded with, is showing a virtual 
cornucopia of  their new Christmas 
movies.

The plots seem pretty well the same 
for all these type of  flicks. Woman, 
usually an architect or newspaper 
columnist, comes home from the big city 
to be with her family for the Christmas 
season and meets an old flame, and 
after some friction and conflict, the 
movie usually ends up in with the two 
protagonists kissing in front of  the good 
ole’ Christmas tree.

For the kids (and adults like me) 
Wreck it Ralph II, Ralph Breaks 
the Internet, just came out. While I 
tremendously enjoyed the initial movie 
when it came out six years ago, this one 
did not seem to live up to the first.

The plot of  the movie was interesting 
enough as the two central characters 
Ralph and Venelope had to circulate 
through this mysterious new device 
called “WIFI” to obtain a part for 
Venelope’s game.

However, the pacing was a little too 
pedestrian for my linking.

My rating would be a six out of  ten.
The trailers for the new Lego movie, 

which comes out next February, seem 
very good as does the trailer for Toy 
Story IV, which comes out in June 2019. 

There are also two movies that come 
out on television every year that I enjoy 
watching for very different reasons.

The Irving Berlin Classic, “White 
Christmas” is special because I always 
used to watch it with my mother and it 
makes me think of  her.

The Polar Express, an animated 
movie for kids starring Tom Hanks is 
another favourite of  mine. The colours 
and story line are great, but what does 
it for me is that the movie came out in 
2004 when my son was 1 year old and 
he would sit in his high chair and enjoy 
seeing the movie running over and over 
again.

For some reason I have gravitated 
lately to old films.

Some of  my favourites included 
Goodbye Mr Chips, Casablanca, Shoes 
of  the Fisherman, Roman Holiday, 
Contact, and Midway.

I think the reason that I like these 
old movies is that at the time there was 
no great special effects. It was all about 
the acting, the great characters and the 
storylines. 

They don’t seem to make too many 
movies like that anymore.

Some of  the more recent films that I 
have enjoyed include “The Post”.

Tom Hanks stars as Ben Bradlee, 
the editor of  the Washington Post in 
the early 1970s and Meryl Streep as 
Washington Post owner, Katherine 
Graham.

Both of  their performances were 

wonderful.
The movie opens with Daniel 

Ellsberg, who is young U.S. army officer, 
involved in a firefight in Vietnam. After 
a tour of  duty he leaves the army and 
goes to work for the Rand Corporation, 
which is a U.S. Defense Think Tank.

He accompanies U.S. Defence 
Secretary Bob McNamara on a fact-
finding Mission to Vietnam and tells the 
Secretary that he does not feel progress 
is being made, which is contrary to 
what a number of  the advisors to 
McNamara believe.

Ellsberg is very concerned about 
the state of  the war and decides to 
photo copy and leak to the press a 
7,000 page document that McNamara 
commissioned about the U.S.’s 
involvement in Vietnam since 1945. 
This document becomes better known 
as the Pentagon Papers.

The rest of  the movie deals with the 
competition between the Washington 
Post and the New York Times over 
Vietnam related stores and if  the 
Washington Post will release the 
Pentagon Papers when the New York 
Times faces an injunction for trying to 
do so.

The pace and excitement of  the 
movie was wonderful. The movie really 
made you think about the key issue 
of  freedom of  the press and whether 
releasing historical information about 
the Vietnam War put the then current 
Vietnamese war effort in jeopardy.

The U.S. Supreme Court voted 6-3 
in favour of  the release of  the Pentagon 
Papers.

I would give this movie an eight 
out of  ten. Then again, I gave Clint 
Eastwood’s “Fistful of  Dollars”, and 
the movies “Midway” and “Contact”, 
also a nine.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Continued on page 6
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Previous poll results

Do you agree with the Police’s decision to name 
and shame impaired drivers?

33%
YES NO

67%

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

ESSAYS FROM 
THE EAST SIDE

Corrie Clark

The Milkman

Film Critic

Yes   No Unsure

Are you or someone you know impacted by the  
recently announced GM closure in Oshawa?

TIME TRAVELLER’S 
DIARY

Michelle Johnson
Collections & Exhibitions Coordinator

Aurora Museum & Archives

The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating…
Langley, Langley & Burke!

What do these three buildings have in common? The Toronto-based architectural firm Langley, Langley & Burke designed them all. Pictured 
from left to right is the Old Town Hall (built in 185), the Fleury family home Inglehurst (built 1876), and the Aurora United Church (built in 
1878). What else do these three buildings have in common? They were all located along Aurora’s historic Yonge Street. To find out more, be 
sure to read the Time Traveller’s Diary column to the right. 

When I was growing up in small 
town Ontario, there were few things that 
delighted us local kids more than the sight 
of  the ice cream truck and the sound of  
that sickeningly sweet, yet slightly psychotic, 
circus tune approaching your street.

Like the Pied Piper, kids would come 
out of  all sorts of  places to greet a man in a 
van for a delicious treat.

Back then the act of  the ice cream 
man luring children to his business 
was a relatively normal one, as many 
entrepreneurs and businesses approached 
your street every day. Our mothers got 
milk from the milkman, and bread from 
the bread man. The bread man of  my 
childhood even sold penny candy to all the 
kids, because he really liked kids.

And he did it in a way that would give 
heart attacks to parents today.

We went into the bread truck and 
picked it out from little bins. In the poorer 
neighborhoods he just gave kids the candy.

It was the 1970s and everything was the 
set up for a Movie of  the Week.

But these deliverymen usually had a 
route for years, kept a community together 
and provided an essential service to those 
who weren’t mobile enough to be able to 
go and get supplies.

They knew what people needed.
The milkman and the bread man are 

long gone these days, even though some of  
the jokes we make about them still linger.

There’s something to be said for the 

mobile business or delivery person. There 
were also the local salespeople…ones who 
sold encyclopedias, or Amway or Avon. 

My mother sold Avon briefly when I 
was a kid and I remember going door to 
door with her and her big blue bag. They 
were the same doors we hit up every spring 
trying to sell Girl Guide cookies. Often 
these were people you already knew. The 
ones doing the selling to you were family or 
friends who needed some extra cash.

A community is made up of  large and 
small businesses, even the travelling or 
mobile cart variety. Ever notice the lack 
of  “no solicitors or peddlers” signs now? 
That’s because there aren’t that many 
peddlers anymore.

We live in a world of  packaged goods 
sold on keyboards. But sometimes you 
can still hear the music of  the ice cream 
truck navigating along the streets of  your 
neighborhood on a warm summer’s day. 
Once in a while you’ll hear the clanging 
of  a bell… “Ding, ding… ding, ding” of  

the knife sharpener. This mobile business 
always looks nostalgic as if  he’s been 
driving around the community without 
stopping for 50 years.

In fact, he probably has.
A lot of  these peddler cars and carts 

have long histories and began in large 
cities.

Around 1900, there were thousands 
of  mobile businesses in New York City. 
Today, less than a dozen mobile grinders 
or sharpeners exist. 

Sure, you can get anything from 
Amazon dropped at your door, even your 
groceries… but it’s not the same as the 
solitary entrepreneur with time to talk and 
an expertise in his product of  service.

This is a person who is happy to see you 
and feels like they are part of  your day and 
community.

The first official hot dog cart started in 
1893 in New York on Coney Island. And 
for over decade or so in Aurora, you can 
get a good dog and drink served up with 
conversation and connection right outside 
the Home Hardware on Wellington Street.

Every day in the summer months 
you’ll see a small gaggle of  hungry 
lunchers gathered around this contractor’s 
connection spot.

That’s what these services and little 
businesses are… connectors. And it’s a 
great memory of  a time where the people 
who sold to us or gave good service were as 
important as what we bought.

Yonge Street 
Landmarks

It’s 1878, and the last of  three major 
construction projects along Aurora’s 
Yonge Street is now complete.

Only fifteen years have passed since 
Aurora was incorporated as a Village 
and it’s already time for a makeover, of  
sorts. Enter Toronto architects Langley, 
Langley & Burke, whose designs are 
greatly influencing Aurora’s Yonge 
Street aesthetic. Let’s start at the 
beginning… 

A Modern & Mixed Use Town Hall
Aurora’s Town Hall was originally 

located on the northeast corner of  
Yonge and Mosley Streets. By the 
mid 1870s the growth of  the Town 
demanded an updated municipal office 
that could become the centre of  political 
and social life. In 1875, the Toronto 
architectural firm Langley, Langley & 
Burke were contracted to design a new 
Town Hall and Marketplace. 

The two-storey building was 
completed the following year and on 
the ground floor it featured four butcher 
stalls, a large marketplace, Council 
chambers, police offices (complete 
with two jail cells), and the fire engine 
room. The second floor consisted 
of  a large public auditorium, which 
hosted various community events. The 
building had a grandiose appearance 
and boasted a 75-foot bell tower and 
intricate brickwork all around.   

Inglehurst
The next project on the docket for 

Langley, Langley & Burke was Mr. 
Joseph Fleury’s personal residence. In 
the manner of  other leading Victorian 
businessmen, including Hart Massey, 
Timothy Eaton, Robert Simpson, and 
Edgar Jarvis, Mr. Fleury asked Langley, 
Langley & Burke to design his own 
grand Victorian residence. 

Construction on Inglehurst began 
in the spring of  1876 on a three-acre 
property at the corner of  Yonge and 
Maple streets, a ten-minute walk north-
east of  the Fleury Works. Inglehurst was 
more than a family home, it became a 
destination for distinguished guests and 
community events – a source of  local 
pride. 
Aurora (Methodist) United Church

In the spring of  1877, a fire partially 
destroyed the Methodist Church located 
on the northwest corner of  Yonge and 
Tyler Streets.  After some debate about 
whether or not to rebuild, Langley, 
Langley & Burke were eventually hired 
to design a new church building. It goes 
without saying that Aurorans approved 
of  the architects as this was the third 
time they were given creative control 
over prominent Yonge Street buildings. 

The design for the new church was 
in the Gothic Revival style and featured 
a steeply pitched gable roof  with two 
asymmetrical square towers. The south 
tower supported a 100-foot wooden 
spire, and the northern tower featured 
a much shorter one. The new church 
officially opened on October 1, 1878. 

Fast forward to 2018 and 
unfortunately, none of  these Langley, 
Langley & Burke buildings continue 
to stand – they were taken down in the 
exact order that they were built up.

First, it was the old Town Hall, 
demolished in 1956 to make room for 
commercial development. Next up was 
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NailsNails
115 FIRST COMMERCE DRIVE, C3   ⎜  905-503-6020

NOW OPEN

Nails
Manicure
Pedicure
Waxing

Lash Extension

HOURS:
Mon-Fri 10am - 7.30pm
Saturday 10am - 6pm 
Sunday 10am - 5pm 
CLOSED HOLIDAYS

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

Town of Aurora Bylaw Officers Alan Chan and Alexander Wray are pictured Friday with some 
of the donations already received in the Toys For Tickets drive. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Toys for Tickets program turns parking blunders  
into chance to give back

By Brock Weir

If  you’ve had the misfortune of  
getting a parking ticket after November 
15, this is one cloud with a silver lining. 

The Town of  Aurora is in the midst 
of  its annual Toys for Tickets program. 
Through this program, which runs 
through December 14, you can pay 
your municipal parking ticket at 
Town Hall with a toy, gift card or food 
donation of  equal or greater value to 
the penalty on your parking ticket.

All toys, food donations and gift cards 
will be collected for the York Regional 
Police’s Holiday Heroes campaign and 
directly benefit families in need in both 
Aurora and Newmarket.

“This is our third year doing Toys 
for Tickets,” says Bylaw Manager 
Alexander Wray. “Any ticket issued 
in the Town from November 15 – 
December 14, regardless of  the time 
of  day or offence, can be exchanged 
here at Town Hall for a toy of  equal 
or greater value to the ticket, a gift 
card, or a food donation. All of  that 
that comes in to us will be then taken 
over to York Regional Police and will 
be distributed in the communities 
of  Aurora and Newmarket over the 
holidays season for families who need 
it. It is our way of  giving back over the 
holiday season. It is our opportunity to 
engage with the community and help 
those who need it the most.”

To participate, all you need to 
do is bring in your gift cards, food 
donations, or your toy in its original 

packaging. Original receipts – no 
photo copies or emails – must be 
provided indicating the value of  your 
donation, along with the parking 
ticket in question. Multiple toys may 
be donated totalling up to the full 
value of  your ticket.

Donations will only be accepted 
for tickets issued within the period of  
November 15 – December 14, and 
must be in before that deadline. 

This year will be the first in which 
the Toys for Tickets program pertains 
to all parking violation tickets issued 
by the municipality.

“I am really trying to engage the 
bylaw department and Town Services 
in our community,” says Wray. “I 
think oftentimes our work is maybe 
looked at in a negative aspect because 
we issue a lot of  tickets, they don’t 
always want bylaw there, but this is a 
great opportunity for us to work with 

the community and say, ‘Look, it is 
not about the Town, it’s not about 
what we’re trying to take in, it is about 
giving back to the community.

“What I have done this year that 
we haven’t done in the past is we have 
opened it up to tickets like fire routes 
and accessible parking tickets. In the 
past, those tickets were excluded from 
the program and I think it is just an 
opportunity to treat all tickets fairly, 
treat all residents who receive a ticket 
equally, and give them the same 
opportunity that someone would have 
just for parking on the road. Any 
ticket issued in the Town in relation 
to parking offences is eligible for the 
program.

“We would encourage donations 
even if  you don’t receive a ticket. It 
is going to support our community, 
those in need, and it is a great way to 
give back.”

Inglehurst, which was subjected to the 
wrecking claw in 1980 to create more 
parking space. Last, but not least, was 
Aurora United Church. In 2014, the 
church’s roof  was undergoing repair 
work and a wayward spark reached the 
old wooden shingles from the original 
building. Within moments, the entire 

roof  was on fire and the building was 
left scorched beyond repair. 

While the built legacy of  Langely, 
Langley & Burke no longer exists 
along Yonge Street, there was a 136-
year period where their designs acted 
as landmarks throughout Aurora’s 
downtown core. What do you think is a 
landmark on Yonge Street? 

TIME TRAVELLER’S DIARY
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(905) 726-1313
84 First Commerce Drive, Unit 5, Aurora

Smashed  Cucumbers

Sponsored by

smashed

chopped

sliced

Pound mini cucumber with fl at object until 
cracked and slightly fl attened, 

then cut 1 1/2 inch length
Whole package mini cucumbers about 397g/14 oz

1/2 bunche cilantro leaves 75g chopped

Thai red pepper 
1 piece

Mix all ingredients with sauce

2 Garlic Clove

chopped

Sugar 90 ml.
(6 TBSP)

Salt 5ml.
(1 TSP)

White Vinegar 
90ml. 

(6 TBSP)Cucumber Sauce 
Mix three ingredients above and use as sauce later. 

Serving 1 package mini Cucumber

Jeff Thom sought to bring 
more youthful voice, 
perspective to Council table

By Brock Weir

Four years ago, Jeff  Thom threw his hat 
into the political ring to lend a fresh, more 
youthful voice to municipal affairs. Four 
years later, he leaves politics to be able to 
spend more time with his wife Kaelyn and 
two daughters Evelyn, two, and Anna, 
three weeks.

Indeed, a lot can happen in four short 
years but looking back on the days he just 
wrapped sitting at the Council table, he is 
looking back on the success of  the 2014 – 
2018 Council term as a whole.

“We certainly didn’t agree on every 
issue, and that is to be expected, but 
some of  the major accomplishments we 
brought forward this term are going to 
be fantastic,” says Mr. Thom. “Library 
Square is moving forward, the Armoury 
is moving forward, the Hallmark Lands 
are moving forward and, of  course, there’s 
the designation of  the historic downtown 
Yonge Street properties, which is winding 
its way through the process as well. Some 
of  these issues will spill into the new term, 
but I am proud as a Council we were able 
to make decisions and move forward on all 
of  those issues, and others, that will have a 
real positive impact on our Town moving 
forward.”

Like many who put their name forward 
for political office, Mr. Thom said he was 
hoping that first he could get elected and 
then put his particular skillsets forward to 
make a positive impact on the community. 
He sought to bring a “positive frame 
of  mind” to the campaign trail and was 
“extremely grateful to be entrusted by the 
voters” and propelled to Council.

“For me, the main driver was to become 
involved; I had something to contribute 
and I wanted to contribute it in a positive 
way,” he says. “Heritage preservation is 
really important to me and that developed 
a lot more over the year sitting on the 
Heritage Advisory Committee. Like a lot 
of  Aurorans I cherish the vast heritage 
architecture we have around Town and 
I was certainly interested in seeing that 
maintained and really enhanced. That 
only got more pronounced over my four 

years on Council.”
Mr. Thom came to Town Hall with a 

background in sports marketing, which 
was one area of  expertise he brought to 
the table hoping he could use for positive 
municipal gains. Pushing for a new way for 
the Town to think about how to get itself  
out there – including facility sponsorship 
– he says there were “innovative ways” to 
realise more revenues that translate down 
to the taxpayer.

“I give most of  the credit to our staff  
at the Town, highlighting that from the 
Council table has been great because, with 
staff ’s help, we have been able to move 
that forward and to really expand our 
sponsorship and marketing, which is nice,” 
he says. “It is not the be all and end all, and 
it is not going to make massive amounts of  
revenue, but it will be nice to chip away at 
something that is not the taxpayers. I also 
think it is nice for businesses being able 
to advertise and grow. It’s always a win-
win. I have to thank Robin McDougall 
for really bringing that forward [on her 
appointment as Director of  Recreation] 
and making that a priority once she came 
on.

“I think, for me, my biggest 
accomplishments are the accomplishments 
of  the council as a whole. We all fought 
very hard for our vision and contributed 
our visions to what is becoming Library 
Square, just as an example. Every single 
Councillor brought something unique to 
the table and I think that process is a tough 
one, it’s a frustrating one, but because 
we have a diverse group of  people who 
have come together on Council to lend 
their voice, expertise and life experience. 
Projects like Library Square, if  you go 
back to the beginning of  that project to 
where it is now, it has evolved and evolved 
significantly. I think that is a testament to 
the fact this Council worked constructively. 
We didn’t always agree, but we worked 
constructively to move it forward. That is 
what I look back on with pride.”

Now that the 2014 – 2018 Council term 
is in the history books, Mr. Thom says he 
has very few regrets over decisions made 
or any potential missed opportunities. 

“I think you can always Monday 
Morning Quarterback decisions, how they 
were made, and the process and so forth,” 
he says. “I think on the major issues, I think 
this Council worked together positively, 
constructively. Again, not always seeing 
eye to eye but moving the major projects 
forward. As a team, we did quite well. We 
had different perspectives, different life 
experiences, different levels of  expertise. 
When the residents look at the work of  
this Council as a whole, they will see the 
same thing.

“I would like to thank all the members 
of  the public who supported me in the 
last election. I would like to thank all the 
volunteers in Aurora who give up their 
time, really making our community a 
better place, and I just think they are 
fantastic. Thanks to the residents for a 
fantastic four years as Councillor and I 
wish all the residents the best in the future.”

Jeff Thom

Photo courtesy of the Town of Aurora
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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As your professional 
Highland GM provides 

a range of services 
designed to help keep 

your fl eet and your 
business running smoothly.

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Do you have a financial advisor,  
but not a written financial plan?

A written financial plan can help you pursue your goals with 
confidence and take steps towards a secure financial future.  
Ask yourself:
1.  Do I know what I need to do to achieve my personal and  

financial goals?
2. Will I have enough income and savings to retire comfortably?
3.  How much do I pay for financial advice and what value am I 

receiving? 

If you’re unsure, contact Brendan Black today. Working with highly 
accredited Financial Planners at RBC Wealth Management, he can 
help get you on track to achieve your goals.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com
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Businesses “Paint the Town Red” for  
Rogers Hometown Hockey

By Brock Weir

Shane Goudreau has experienced an 

iconic Canadian moment.
The Kingston-based artist was tasked 

with painting a mural for Canada 150, 
depicting, among other things, iconic 

hockey coach Don Cherry, when word 
got back to the subject.

Once the mural was finished, 
Goudreau found himself  sitting on 
a deck under the summer sun with 
“Grapes” himself  downing a few beers. 

“I had this great Canadian moment 
of  sitting and having beers with Don 
Cherry, talking about hockey and things 
like that,” he says. “That was probably 
my greatest hockey-related experience.”

Goudreau’s latest painting of  Don 
Cherry is now in Aurora for all to see, 
set up on the west side of  Yonge Street 
just south of  Wellington Street in front 
of  Aw, Shucks as part of  the Paint the 
Town Red contest hosted by the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce to mark the 
Aurora arrival of  Rogers Hometown 
Hockey this weekend. 

The Chamber’s Paint the Town 
Red social media contest, which closed 
Friday, encouraged local businesses to 
register and decorate their windows 
and storefronts with a red “Hometown 
Hockey” theme. Participants were 
encouraged to snap a photo of  their 
efforts and share on social media tagged 
to the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce.

Winning participants will receive an 
exclusive Rogers Hometown Hockey 
on-site experience, a prize pack, and 
a social media boost courtesy of  
Hometown Hockey on their various 
social media platforms.

Aw, Shucks was among the first 
businesses to brainstorm ideas and 
happened upon the work of  Goudreau 
almost by chance; he was right over their 
heads transforming the event space 
formally known as the Pearl Room into 
a new business – Trust Hookah Lounge 
– by creating evocative murals on their 
walls.

“I was brainstorming with Stewart 
McLaren (of  McLaren Doors) and 
thought about hanging stuff  from the 
top of  the storefront coming down to the 
bottom, but he thought that might be 

dangerous,” jokes Mary Georgopoulos 
of  Aw, Shucks. “Then we decided with 
this we wanted to turn our Yonge Street 
[frontage] almost into an ice rink and 
Shane brought this to life.”

Adds Goudreau: “Mary mentioned 
she had an idea of  guys sitting at their 
railing looking like they were ready to 
jump over the railing and we came up 
with the idea of  painting it onto board 
and making it one big piece. I originally 
thought we were just going to have a 
couple of  players doing it, but we had 
so much space we thought we might as 
well add in a couple of  more guys and 
Don Charry.”

Goudreau says he played a lot of  
hockey growing up and has a true love 
of  the sport. He is immersed in its 
history and wanted to turn back the 
clock on some of  its imagery, going 
with an “old 1970s vintage look” for the 
players with wild facial hair popping 
out from underneath their helmets and 
missing teeth. 

“I want people to look at this and 
smile,” he says. “It’s a playful piece. 
There is nothing serious about this. I 
would like people to take pictures with 
it and have fun with it. A lot of  art is 
made to make people think and feel 
emotions, but I just want this to trigger 
fun.”

Aw, Shucks will be one of  the 
hotspots for Hometown Hockey outside 
of  the nerve centre that is the Aurora 
Community Centre. Special guests 
the Humboldt Broncos will be starting 
the weekend with a breakfast at the 
restaurant on Saturday morning, an 
opportunity which is an “honour” for the 
eatery, according to Ms. Georgopoulos. 

“We’re excited and touched to host 
them,” she says. “I feel it is going to 
be an emotional opening, but also 
very cheerful because it is going to 
be for a good cause. We’re especially 
happy because this is happening in our 
downtown core.”

Artist Shane Goudreau is pictured with his handiwork outside of Aw, Shucks. Pictured in  
behind with the boys in blue is Aw, Shucks’ Mary Georgopoulos. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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“Man in Chair” hits close to home for Drowsy 
Chaperone director

By Brock Weir

When the curtain rises on the Drowsy 
Chaperone, the first thing you see is a 
man sitting in a simple chair. He lives in 
a relatively small apartment, alone, with 
his record albums to keep him company – 
specifically his albums of  Broadway shows.

As the play unfolds, his apartment 
becomes the backdrop of  a musical as he 
plays music from The Drowsy Chaperone, 
a long-forgotten 1920s musical that holds a 
special place in his heart.

The resulting production, which opened 
Thursday night at Theatre Aurora, is a 
joyous production that is sure to put a 
smile on anyone’s face – and director Bob 
Riddell is no exception.

“I AM the Man in Chair,” says Mr. 
Riddell with a laugh, when asked why the 
opportunity to direct the show appealed to 
him. “I have always collected show albums. 
If  it said ‘original cast’ on it, I bought it 
even if  I hadn’t heard it because I thought 
it had to be good – they recorded it! Over 
the years, I have really gained perspective 
on musicals and the Man in Chair is a 
character that definitely leaps out at me.”

Mr. Riddell was excited my movie 
musicals from a very young age. If  he 
ever came across a variety show on TV 
with singing, dancing and just “pure 
entertainment with movement, costumes, 
colour,” he had to sit and watch for the 
“energy and excitement.”

“I really love that expression of  artistic 
endeavour that they are able to put on and 
it all comes together,” he says. “The neat 
thing about it is it all looks so seamless. The 
ones you really enjoy, it looks like it took 
no effort and just happened naturally. I 
really appreciate all the things that go into 
it. On the other side, you know how much 
time and effort it takes just to make those 
magical moments look so seamless.

“I was always the kid who was putting 
shows on in the neighbourhood and 

gathering up friends to put on something. 
For the longest time it was my little secret, 
if  you can say that. It wasn’t until I was 
in my early 20s and a friend from high 
school and I went to see a production in 
Ottawa [that I first thought about] going 
out for it. We dared each other, thinking 
we were really stepping off  the high diving 
board into something unknown, but when 
we both got into the show, that we said, 
‘Okay!’”

It was a bit of  a learning curve as he 
grappled with new dance moves, but he 
had the passion and it came relatively 
quickly to him. 

“It just takes over and it fuelled those 
flames that were underneath there on 
being involved in doing musicals,” he says.

Musicals are what brought Bob Riddell 
to Theatre Aurora. His first show with the 
local company was Stephen Sondheim’s 
“Gypsy” in 1989, and he hasn’t looked 
back. His first exposure to The Drowsy 
Chaperone, a musical penned and first 
produced in Canada before hitting it big 
on Broadway, happened here at home 
with the touring company and local 
productions.

He instantly loved the show, describing 
it as a “gem” in that it simply had so much 
packed into it.

Directing the show was always in the 
back of  his mind and when he heard it was 
on the docket for Theatre Aurora’s 60th 
anniversary season, he seized the chance.

One of  the previous productions he 
experienced placed the show on a very large 
stage, although the action, as it is written, 
takes place in the confined atmosphere of  
the Man in Chair’s apartment. He wanted 
the challenge of  staging it in a smaller 
space like Theatre Aurora.

“I marvelled at how much they could 
cram into such a tiny space when I first 
saw it in South Simcoe and create all 
that magic,” he recalls. “Thinking about 
Theatre Aurora and knowing it is a smaller, 
intimate space, I thought this would be a 

great challenge. The charm of  the show is 
making all these things happen as quickly 
as possible and lead the audience to wonder 
how we did it.”

For such a comparatively small space, 
Mr. Riddell describes the characters 
in The Drowsy Chaperone as “larger 
than life,” inspired by the MGM Dream 
Factory musicals from the Golden Age of  
Hollywood – from the perky ingenue, to 
the matinee idol, to the Latin lover, to the 
grand dame leading lady.

“These changed the shape of  musicals, 
and when the Beatles coming in, it was 
sort of  the last heyday,” he says. A lot 
of  musicals bit the dust or almost broke 

the studios because that wasn’t what the 
audience was looking for. These characters 
are painted in broad strokes and there’s a 
charm in that. I think The Man in Chair 
definitely takes people on the ride with 
him. You can understand all his personal 
demons, his anxieties and what gets his 
juices going, so to speak. It is nice to have 
that escape and he definitely has that going 
through his show albums, especially The 
Drowsy Chaperone, his favourite musical.”

The Drowsy Chaperone runs at Theatre Aurora 
on select dates and times through December 8. For 
more information, including tickets, visit www.
theatreaurora.com or call 905-727-3369.

Director Bob Riddell is pictured giving last minute instructions in front of the Man in Chair’s 
chair during rehearsals for the Drowsy Chaperone at Theatre Aurora. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Youth display innovative ideas 
for accessibility, literacy and the 
environment at Fair

By Brock Weir

Despite being in just Grade 7, Thomas 
Bianco is fast growing a reputation for  
out-of-the-box thinking.

The Pickering College student once 
again took home top honours at the 2018 
Youth Innovation Fair, hosted by the Town 
of  Aurora, for coming up with a simple 
solution – using complex technology – to a 
very personal problem.

Hosted November 14 at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex, Thomas’ “Easy 
Limb” presentation attracted many 
curious event-goers as he demonstrated 
how different 3D printing technologies 
can converge to make life easier for those 
experiencing accessibility challenges.

“This idea came from my uncle who 
was born with only half  his arm,” said 
Thomas, displaying a 3D-printed model 
of  a prosthetic hand and arm. “I decided 
I would use the resources I have, which is 
my 3D printer, to help design something for 
someone I love.”

Thomas’ design fits onto his uncle’s arm 
and features five fully mobile fingers each 
connected to a motor. The motor is attached 
to sensors that read signals sent down from 
the brain through the muscles.

“It tells the motor to open and close the 
fingers,” he said, noting the software he 
used to create the model. “I designed this 
arm that is going to go to my uncle when 
it is finished. It’s based on measurements 
I took of  his arm, of  whatever he has 
remaining. I built a place where his stump 
would sit and get strapped on there. This 
is unlike any other [prosthetic] because it is 
3D printed and a lot cheaper than others. 
My uncle’s first prosthetic, which he started 
wearing when he was about five, he wore 
until his teens and only stopped because it 
was uncomfortable and outdated. Not only 
is this cheaper, it is higher quality and has 
more advanced technology.”

Thomas, who won recognition last year 
at the same Fair for his paste-dispensing 
electric toothbrush, and the Easy Limb won 
the Most Innovative award for Intermediate 
students (Grades 7 – 9) at the Youth 
Innovation Fair, a decision rendered by a 
panel of  judges from a cross-section of  the 
Aurora community, including Mayor Geoff  
Dawe.

Mayor Dawe took a keen interest in the 
Youth Innovation Fair last year, when it 
was supposed to be a one-off  event to help 
commemorate the 150th anniversary of  
Confederation. But, he was so impressed 
with what he saw, he helped the Fair continue 
into the second year with a funding infusion 
through the Mayor’s Charity Golf  Classic. 

“There is an incredible amount of  hard 
work that goes into these projects and there 
is lots of  support from moms and dads, 
aunts and uncles,” Mayor Dawe told the 
crowd while announcing the winners. “This 
is a great opportunity to get kids involved in 
science, engineering and creative thinking. 
There are some fabulous ideas out there 
and I think our future looks pretty bright.”

Regardless of  the age bracket, students 
who put their ideas forward came up with 
creative ways to address issues we hear 
about every day, from Hamza K., who 

offered a switch that controlled the power 
to non-essential household energy drains, to 
Elyse, Shonna and Victoria who proposed 
an innovative elevator designed just for 
disabled pets, inspired by Victoria’s cat 
Trixie who struggles with mobility, while a 
multi-school team of  Jessie, Shaylin, Edan, 
Chi, and Kadin looked to robotics to help 
pollinate plants not only in space but also 
here at home.

Taking home prizes at the Youth 
Innovation Fair were:

Junior (Grades 4-6)
Most Innovative: Sara Stewart, Allie 

Dinsmore and Siera Zicaro for their 
creation of  a Garbage Boat

Eco-Friendly: A tie between the team 
of  Jordan Fox, Josefina Alberto, Maddy 
Loughlin and Chloe Bell as well as the 
team of  Amelie Heng and Kaiah-Marie 
Sanderson for their respective innovations 
to keep dolphins safe from fishing nets

Community Leadership: A tie between 
Claire French with Mobility 4 All and 
Kayla Titherington & Mary Robertson for 
the Help App.

Intermediate (Grades 7 – 9)
Most Innovative: Thomas Bianco with 

the Easy Limb
Eco-Friendly: Parsana Dehmeshki for 

bookshelves in bus stops and other public 
locations

Community Leadership: Matt Mellary 
for his invention of  the Snow Caster

Senior (Grades 10 – 12)
Eco-Friendly: Ian Rokas for the Solar 

Optimizer
Parsana said she was inspired to provide 

more opportunities for people to pick up a 
book or magazine on the go while waiting 
to get her braces tightened. She was in the 
middle of  an interesting magazine article 
when her orthodontist called her in and she 
was unable to finish the piece. 

“I was on the bus after and wondering 
where I could find that article and that gave 
me an idea of  having books in public places, 
especially at bus stops because that way 
people won’t get bored,” said the Grade 
7 Regency Acres student. “[With these 
shelves] they can read the book or magazine 
waiting for the bus. If  they want to finish it, 
they can take it home and read it. People 
could even donate the books. I hope this 
actually happens because that way people 
will start reading more.”

With a little help from Ian Rokas, people 
could also have the ability to read by their 
phone, tablet or e-reader thanks to his 
innovation.

The Country Day School student’s Solar 
Optimizer is a small solar panel connected 
on two motors that tracks the sun, generating 
energy to power and charge a cell phone, 
electronic devices, and small appliances. 
At the youth fair, the Solar Optimizer was 
powering a lithium ion battery, perfect for 
the smartphone of  choice.

“I was reading about Elon Musk’s solar 
city and there has been a lot of  solar stuff  in 
the news today with climate and everything 
and I thought this would be a cool way to 
actually find the sun,” he said. “Climate 
change and greenhouse gasses are a huge 
problem now. Solar is a great green way to 
save energy and save costs also as well. That 
was my main point: save the planet.”
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Clockwise from Top Left) Ian Ro-
kas of Country Day School with 
his Solar Optimizer; Jordyn, Jose-
fina, Abbie and Chloe with their 
Underwater Speaker; Amelie and 
Kaya with their Orca Spoker; the 
full group of winners with May-
or Geoff Dawe and community 
judges; Elyse, Shonna and Victoria 
show off their Help Animal Eleva-
tor; Hamza with his Home Switch; 
Parsana Dehmeshki with her tran-
sit shelter bookshelves; Thomas 
Bianco with his Easy Limb; Mayor 
Dawe congratulates Bianco and 
the Easy Limb with a handshake. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Local youth showcase innovative ideas for the future
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What does your legacy look like?
Please join us for a complimentary estate planning seminar

At this seminar, we’ll 
cover key estate planning 
topics to help you protect 
yourself, your family 
and your wishes. Topics 
include:

 ● The role of the executor 
– what you need to 
know

 ● Basic but effective 
estate planning 
strategies

 ● The current market 
landscape and our 
outlook for the future

 Your host: 
Connor Ryan, MBA 
Investment Advisor 
RBC Dominion Securities

Guest speaker:  
Todd Simmons 
Trust Officer 
RBC Wealth Management

Venue:  
RBC Dominion Securities 
17120 Leslie St., Suite 200 
Newmarket, ON  

Thursday,  
December 13, 2018 
12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
Refreshments and  
hors-d’oeuvres will be 
provided.

Attendance is 
complimentary, but  
space is limited. RSVP  
to Connor Ryan at  
connor.ryan@rbc.com  
or 905-895-4102.
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Abel, Pirri and Thom thank community at the end  
of Council term

By Brock Weir

The incoming Council will face 
challenges and it deserves “nothing but 
our support,” according to John Abel.

Mr. Abel, whose eight-year term 
as Aurora’s Deputy Mayor came 

to an end on Friday night after his 
defeat in the October 22 Mayoral 
race, wished the incoming Council 
and outgoing incumbents the best 
at last week’s Council meeting.  
The November 27 session was the end 
of  the political road – at least for now – 
not only of  Mr. Abel, but also Paul Pirri, 

who closed out the second of  his two 
terms at the table, and rookie council 
member Jeff  Thom, with the latter two 
deciding against seeking re-election this 
time around.

“I think the greatest thing I have, 
in retrospect is, [at my first Council 
meeting] I didn’t know one person in 
this Council chamber, but now I realise 
how important it is to have people 
who are involved in the community, 
volunteers, are leaders and do great 
things,” said Mr. Abel in his farewell 
speech as a Council member. “That’s 
what makes any community great, but 
specifically Aurora. For me, that is the 
most enriching part. I thought when I 
was a volunteer in hockey and baseball 
I was getting involved, but it is really 
amazing when you’re getting involved 
here with people who make decisions 
and fantastic staff.

“I think the greatest moment was 
when I walked into this Town Hall and 
I realised I was going to be working 
with staff  here in all the departments. 
Knowing everyone I know in the 
community, staff  and colleagues, it has 
just been an amazing journey. I never 
imagined in my life I would be running 
for the candidacy for mayor. I never 
considered that, and all my old friends 
couldn’t believe it either. If  you believe 
you can make a difference, and that is 
what I believed, then do it. I will always 
cherish that.”

Being elected was humbling, he 
added, and, in congratulating Mayor 
Tom Mrakas on his win, said, “I know 
we’re in good hands.”

“I wish everyone here the best of  
luck,” said Mr. Abel. “I know it is going 
to be a challenge and you deserve 
nothing but our support going forward, 
and I know you have it. I wish everyone 
the best and I thank everyone for giving 
me this opportunity.”

In giving his farewell, Mr. Pirri also 
had warm words for the new Mayor 
and Council, praising Mayor Mrakas 
as being the most “passionate person 
I think the Town has ever seen,” 
before injecting some humour into the 
proceedings.

“It has been an absolute honour 
and privilege to serve the citizens and 
residents and my friends in Aurora over 
the last eight years,” said Mr. Pirri. “I 
am reminded of  the words of  Marx, so 
this is a bit of  a warning to new councils: 
Politics is the art of  looking for trouble, 
finding it everywhere, diagnosing it 
incorrectly and applying the wrong 
remedies. That’s Groucho, not Karl! 
I think there is some truth to that, if  
you’re doing politics in the wrong way. 

When you’re doing it properly, I think it 
is the complete opposite. I am grateful 
to have served with everyone I have had 
the pleasure of  serving with.”

Going around the table, Mr. Pirri had 
kind words for each of  his colleagues. 
He praised Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
for her tenacity.

“We haven’t always seen eye to eye, 
nor should we, but I truly appreciate 
that when there is an issue you believe 
in, come hell or high water, you will 
stand for it and I think that is absolutely 
amazing. Councillor Humfryes, you 
and I think very differently. I am the 
analytical guy. You speak from the heart 
and, just like everyone else around the 
table, I have learned so much from you 
in that regard. Councillor Kim, you are 
guided for all the right reasons. It drives 
what you do and I think that is why 
you did so well in the election because 
people know your heart is and forever 
will be in the right place. Councillor 
Thompson, what I was going to say to 
you is probably the most difficult: I have 
the utmost respect for who you are as a 
person and I count you as a friend.”

Addressing Geoff  Dawe, Mr. Pirri 
said he was an “outstanding mayor” 
over his eight years in the job, noting 
what marks this Council is being able 
to “push forward” and get things 
accomplished, despite not always being 
on the same page. The same could 
be said about fellow outgoing council 
members John Abel and Jeff  Thom. 
He said Mr. Abel has “a sense of  what 
is right and wrong” and that Aurorans 
could always trust he would “fight for 
that sense of  right and wrong.”

Having come up through school 
together, Paul Pirri and Jeff  Thom 
had a unique insight into each other. 
The former praised the latter for his 
thorough approach to the job, while the 
latter praised the former, and indeed all 
his colleagues around the table, all the 
best in the years ahead.

Mr. Thom as joined Tuesday night 
by his father, sister, wife, and their one-
week-old daughter Anna. Their elder 
daughter was home with grandma. His 
family led his list of  thanks.

“I wouldn’t obviously be here without 
their support. I would like to give my 
heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers 
across this Town who really make 
Aurora what it is: they give of  their 
time to make our community a better 
place and I have had the opportunity to 
meet with may of  them as a Councillor 
and I don’t think I would have had the 
opportunity had it not been so. It has 
been great to meet all the volunteers 
who make our community a great place 
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two instances I was thinking about 
earlier I believe are the essence of  
how Council should operate. The 
first one was the Cultural Services 
Agreement. The reason I bring that 
up is there were two Councillors who 
were very passionate about an issue 
they wanted to see corrected, and we 
can certainly appreciate their point 
of  view on that. As a Council, we 
worked to get past the Doomsday 
scenarios that were presented to us 
in that instance and, by focusing on 
the principle of  the greater good, 
we came up with an agreement that 
enhanced and strengthened what has 
now become an incredibly successful 
attraction, venue and event [space] 
in our town: the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. I believe that was by focusing 
on the greater good and saying, what 
is for the benefit of  our town?”

The second item, one that he 
admitted was “not very sexy” was 
Council’s formation of  the Finance 
Advisory Committee, a small group 
of  Council members and staff  who 
focused on refining the budgeting 
process and, in Mr. Dawe’s words, 
“taking much of  the drama” out 
of  deliberations. Spearheaded by 

Councillor Michael Thompson, Mr. 
Dawe said the Committee set criteria 
up front and tasked staff  with meeting 
those expectations.

“It gave us some time to focus on 
the critical issues and the strategic 
direction of  our Town, which is what 
we’re really here to do,” said Mr. 
Dawe. “The whole is greater than 
the sum of  the parts when you work 
together that way.”

Mr. Dawe also looked back on his 
experiences as an elected official, 
a role which he came to after more 
than 40 years in the private sector. 

“It is pretty safe to say I came to public 
service, to municipal government, 
with some preconceptions about 
what municipal government was and 
I very quickly learned there were 
misconceptions,” he said. “I jumped 
into the deep end of  an incredibly 
substantial body which resulted in 
the most intense learning experience 
I have ever had – and I am sure 
my colleagues feel the same way. 
And, at times, the most frustrating 
experience I ever had, but definitely 
the most rewarding experience I have 
had. It is experience that was both 
educational and humbling. You just 

can’t be a part of  this body without 
the incredible educational experience 
you get. I have learned so many 
things I will probably never use again 
in my life, but it is absolutely amazing 
the number of  elements that go into 
making a municipal government. 
The humbling part comes from that 
education because you learn. You 
learn about your colleagues, staff  
and how committed and competent 
they truly are and wish to do a good 
job, and how we need to recognize 
that and encourage them to do that 
job.”

In the end, Mr. Dawe thanked the 
work of  executive staff  around the 
table, including Planning Director 
Marco Ramunno, who will be 

leaving Aurora at the end of  the year 
to take up a similar position in East 
Gwillimbury, his executive assistant 
Betty De Bartolo, CAO Doug 
Nadorozny, his executive assistant 
Kelly Gobbels, and last, but not least, 
his wife Henny and their family.

“You cannot do this job without 
your family’s support,” he said. “You’d 
be crazy to try. It is so important to 
have the support of  your family and 
I truly appreciate that indeed. It has 
been an honour, a privilege to serve 
and I wish to thank everyone who 
has supported me over the last eight 
years. Even when I lost those votes 
8 - 1, I knew somewhere there was 
support. Thank you so much, and 
best wishes to everyone.”

Service “most intense learning experience”  
Dawe has ever had

to live.
“A big thanks to all the residents of  

Aurora. They have had to put up with 
all the shenanigans of  the Council table. 
I would like to thank all staff, public 
servants and the senior leadership team 
here at Town. I really appreciate all 
you guys do for making the corporation 
function as smoothly as possible, again 
putting up with some of  the antics at 
the Council table, and really to provide 
the great services to our residents they 
expect and deserve. I really appreciate 
sometimes the extra effort you guys put 

into your jobs and I know the residents 
do as well.

“Serving as a Town Councillor this 
term has been a pretty exceptional 
experience. I am proud of  the collective 
accomplishments as a Council that we 
moved forward with together. I have 
very few regrets and I am very hopeful 
the incoming Council can successfully 
conclude those projects that are still 
outstanding, most notably Library 
Square, the Armoury and the heritage 
designations of  the Yonge Street 
properties in our historic downtown, 
just to name a few.”

Youngest councillors opted not to seek re-election
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Real Estate Law 

Estate Administration 
and Probate

Wills and 
Power of Attorney 

Family Law 
and Divorces

Notarizations 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1   ⎜   Tel: (905) 726-3188  Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca   ⎜   jason@allanlaw.com

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

allanlaw.ca

–  B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S   –

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

WE’RE PUTTING DOWN ROOTS

in Aur� a

Peaceful Transition is a fully licenced funeral establishment 
that can o� er all the merchandise and services of a traditional 
funeral home, at a fraction of the cost.

We are proud to announce the opening of our new location 
in Aurora and we look forward to being a valuable resource 
for you, your family and friends.

15236 Yonge St. Unit 2, Aurora, ON
info@ptyork.ca   •   905.841.1900   •   PeacefulTransition.ca

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CPA, CGA CPA,CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

Mayor, incoming Council close one term  
and open another

By Brock Weir

The 2014 – 2018 Aurora Council 
met for the last time on Tuesday 
night and while it was a time to say 
goodbye to four members who would 
not be returning for the new term 
that formally began on Saturday, it 
was an opportunity for one member 
of  the class of  2018 – 2022 to offer 
some insight on how they saw their 
mandate for the next four years.

Councillor Wendy Gaertner, who 
came second to Councillor Harold 
Kim in the October 22 Municipal 
Election said in her final remarks 
of  the outgoing term that although 
the outgoing Council accomplished 
“some good work,” there is still much 

to be done – particularly when it 
comes to protecting Aurora’s stable 
neighbourhoods.

“I must say I am very disappointed 
that this Council was not able to put 
any protections in place for stable 
neighbourhoods, and I think the 
residents are looking forward to 
the next Council to do that,” said 
Councillor Gaertner after praising 
some of  Council’s accomplishments, 
as well as the work of  the various 
citizen advisory committees Council 
has, particularly the Heritage 
Advisory Committee.

“Finally, this Council made a 
decision about Library Square. 
Good on us. I am concerned, 
however, that we didn’t do any 
detailed construction estimates, a 

business plan or an operations plan, 
and I am looking forward to the next 
Council to do that as was promised 
at this table. To Mayor Dawe, 
Councillor Abel, Councillor Thom 
and Councillor Pirri, this is a really 
hard job. Nobody can understand it 
unless they have been in this seat. I 
also thank you for your service and 
I wish you a good and successful 
future.”

The other four members who 
are part of  the new Council term – 
Mayor Tom Mrakas, Deputy Mayor 
Harold Kim, Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes and Councillor Michael 
Thompson, however, focused most 
of  their final speeches of  the term 
to pay tribute to Geoff  Dawe, John 
Abel, Paul Pirri and Jeff  Thom for 
their time served. 

“Over the four years we have done 
some incredible work as a team and 
I want to thank Councillors Pirri, 
Thom and Deputy Mayor Abel for 
their service and commitment to the 
community. Mayor Dawe, I want to 
thank you for your commitment,” 
said then-councillor Mrakas. “You 
brought decorum to the Council 
when it most needed it and I think 
the community appreciates it, I do 
as well, and I think everyone around 
this table does as well. Thank you 
to all of  you and thank you to this 
Council for the work they have done 
for this community.”

Councillor Kim, who is now 
entering his second term on Council, 
credited the first with being the most 
enlightening and “professionally 
enjoyable season of  my life.”

“I think part of  the life adventure 
we go through is all about the 
relationships and the people you 
meet along the way. Councillor 
Perri, Councillor Thom, Mayor 
Dawe, Deputy Mayor Abel and all 
of  us around here, I can say that 
over the last four years I can call you 
guys friends. After all the heated 
debates and so forth, you guys are 
still counted as friends and I hope 
that we can still keep in touch.

“Athletes and hockey players 
when they retire say what they 
miss the most is the locker room 
environment and what I’ll miss 
with every one of  you is the locker 
room environment. Outside of  this 
chamber we will still keep in touch 
and I look forward to that. Thank 
you for all your contributions. You 
guys will definitely be missed by 
me.”

From Councillor Thompson’s 
perspective, the four years of  a 
Council term go by very quickly 
and, over the last four, he said it had 
been a “true honour and privilege 
and serve residents” and work with 
the other eight members around the 
table.

“I truly believe that it has been 
a very successful term, that we 
have done a wonderful job moving 
the Town forward, added to the 

quality of  our residents’ lives,” 
he said. “When you look at the 
accomplishments that we have done 
over the course of  this term, a few 
people have mentioned some, but I 
look to the completion of  the Leisure 
Centre renovation, we certainly look 
to the opening of  the museum, the 
Joint Operations Centre, Library 
Square, Niagara College coming 
to Town, the Armoury. There are 
some significant ones, but look at 
the Sesquicentennial, the naming of  
the Tim Jones Trail, so many things 
were accomplished this term and I 
think we should all be very proud of  
that.

“To my friends who are not coming 
back, they say that every ending is a 
new beginning and I certainly wish 
you all of  the best in your future 
endeavours. It has been an honour 
to serve with you and I look forward 
to continuing the adventure.”

The most fulsome speech of  the 
evening went to Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes, who paid particular 
tribute to the accomplishments of  
Geoff  Dawe, presenting him with 
a token of  esteem on behalf  of  
the Town at the conclusion of  her 
remarks. 

Speaking specifically to her own 
experience, Councillor Humfryes, 
who, along with Councillor 
Thompson, is at the start of  her third 
term, said she “learned so much” 
from the four outgoing members. 

“I know that you’re going to move 
on to some amazing opportunities 
in the future and I know your love 
of  Aurora is not stopping here,” 
she said. “You’re going to continue 
to give back to the Town like you 
always have and I can’t wait to work 
with you in a different way and 
a different format and make our 
Town the amazing, incredible place 
it is to live. You give of  yourself  
wholeheartedly. There is no doubt 
about it and it has been a true 
honour. I mean it from the bottom 
of  my heart. On moving forward, 
I would like to speak specifically 
about our Mayor, Geoff  Dawe. 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe came here eight 
years ago… He came to us when 
times were quite turbulent, and he 
turned things back to a stable, well-
oiled machine. This town functions 
well, it functions beautifully. We 
have services that are performing 
the way they need to perform.

“Previous Councils have all 
done a great job but we have made 
decisions here that were not made 
before, including Library Square, 
the Joint Operations Centre. 
These are very tough decisions to 
make. The public may not see it 
as positively as we did, but we did 
the right things and we’re going to 
continue to do those right things. 
Through your leadership, integrity 
and honour and your honesty, you 
have brought us here. If  it wasn’t for 
you, we would not be here.”
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HOURS
MON – FRI 12:00pm – 2:00am
SAT                2:00pm – 2:00am
SUN               2:00pm – 2:00am

SEE YOU THERE!
15474 Yonge Street
Aurora  905-503-6500
(Yonge and Aurora Heights Dr.)

BAR & LOUNGE
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...do you know what DNA stands for? 
Damn Nice Aurora!

BAR & LOUNGE

DNA 
Kitchen

Friendly

GREAT 
FOOD

LOTS OF 
PARKING

with full menu

has a 

Atmosphere

Great Prices!

OUT BACK

7 DAYS A WEEK

Pound 
of 

Wings

Dine in only & with the 
purchase of a  drink

 $5Wing 
Night 

Every Thursday

dnabarandlounge.com

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City  
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem
Engineered to circulate air through natural 

convection, the Valor Smart Fire 
is a highly effi cient fi rpace without 

a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Burn Clean Engineered Green.

Georgian Bay
Photo by Jen Squires

Polaris-nominated Georgian Bay brings  
“Songs for a Winter’s Night” to Aurora

By Brock Weir

Evocative original music will blend 
with traditional favourites of  the season 
next Thursday at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre as the Polaris Prize-nominated 
duo Georgian Bay takes the stage with 
“Songs for a Winter’s Night.”

Presented in perfect harmony by Joelle 
Westman and Kelly Lefaive, backed by 
a five-piece band, Songs for a Winter’s 
Night comes hot on the heels of  Courage, 
their most recent two-part album.

The first volume of  Courage, entitled 
Soleil, was released this past spring, while 
the second part came out in October.

“Courage is a double album that we 
ended up titling after recording seeing 
that the idea of  courage was a common 
thread within a lot of  the songs we had 
written,” Ms. Lefaive tells The Auroran. 
“In Soleil, we explore the theme of  
looking more outward with a lot more 
brightness. We have a song that we like to 
think of  as our anthem and it talks about 
female empowerment. We basically 
tackle Disney princesses and these ideals 
that come up in some of  the movies.”

A particular princess that inspired this 
idea was Ariel in The Little Mermaid, 
who gives up her body to be with the 
prince.

“We just thought this was such a 
horrible, horrible message, and in the 
first album we tackle things like that,” 
she continues. “The second album is 
more introspective and personal. We talk 
about the courage to love yourself, to 
feel more comfortable in your own skin. 
We talk about death and the courage 
to overcome that adversity. We also talk 
about breakups, the end of  relationships 
and the courage to move through those 
times.”

Of  course, the Georgian Bay duo 
writes a lot about their own personal 
experiences and the things they observe 
in the world around them. While songs 
aren’t ultimately about them, they try to 
have a piece of  themselves in each piece. 
In fact, that is an essential part of  their 
approach to performing.

The name Georgian Bay also conjures 
rugged images of  nature that are 
quintessentially Canadian. This isn’t by 
accident. Both women are “huge nature 
lovers,” says Lefaive, inspired by the 
beauty they find in the world. The natural 
world, in turn, inspires their melodies, 
their vocal harmonies, and even their 
arrangements.

“On our most recent record, we have 
a few songs that were actually written in 
a cabin on Georgian Bay. One particular 
one called L’Hiver was very much 
inspired by the winter season, especially 
in the Georgian Bay area – the starkness 
and the beauty of  the landscape, how 
cold and dead everything looks, but how 
we always have that feeling of  hope for 
spring and the return to warmth. We 
have a lot of  imagery from that area in 
our texts and also our writing. We feel 
it transcends into the musicality and the 
expression in what we do.”

Indeed, Ms. Lefaive grew up in 
Penetanguishene, a community on 
Georgian Bay that has a significant 
Francophone population. She identifies 
as a Francophone, while Ms. Westman is 
an anglophone. Despite this difference, 
Ms. Lefaive says it was her writing 
partner that actually suggested writing 
some original music in French. 

“She was born in France and had lost 
the language,” says Ms. Lefaive. “Her 
parents are Anglophones and when they 
moved back when she was quite young, 
she didn’t have the opportunity to keep 
up the language and went to an English 
school in an English community. When 
we started writing, she was really curious 
to reconnect with that part of  her past 
and she had a big curiosity on how to use 
language as a form of  expression, and 
how you can express things in French that 
you can’t necessarily in English, and vice 
versa. That has been a really interesting 
thing to explore.”

Based in Toronto, and performing 
predominantly in Ontario, Georgian Bay 
usually finds itself  playing for Anglophone 
audiences, but they relish the chance to 
make those connections with people and 
see how “open and appreciative” they are 

of  this blend. Even if  they only catch a 
word or two here and there, the universal 
language of  music transcends all, she 
says.

This original music will blend 
seamlessly with traditional favourites 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre next 
Thursday, December 13. Both members 
of  the Georgian Bay duo are full-time 
musicians on their own and often play 
solo gigs, but “Songs for a Winter’s 
Night” is one of  the few times the women 
will be able to perform seasonal music 

together, this time in a program inspired 
by Gordon Lightfoot’s song of  the same 
name. 

“We’re really looking forward to sharing 
our music and looking forward to sharing 
some holiday warmth with everybody,” 
says Ms. Lefaive. “We’re really looking 
forward to this performance. It will be 
unique for us and unique also, we hope, 
for people to attend.”

 
For more information, visit www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca.
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CUT IN-STORE
top sirloin oven roast
Cut from Canada AAA grade beef or 
USDA Choice grade beef self serve tray  20821274

cantaloupe 
product of 
Guatemala 

no. 1 grade or  

pineapples 
product of 
Costa Rica

20160992001

D’Italiano 
bread 600/675 g

or buns 4-8’s 
selected varieties 

20521047

High Liner 
Signature or 

Pan-Sear
fish fillets

selected varieties 
frozen, 500-680 g

20844655

Atlantic lobster tails
frozen or thawed for your convenience, 2-3 oz. 
from the service case  20639467

Merci chocolate 200 g or  

Kellogg’s Holiday Rice 
Krispies cereal 

440 g
20639825/20703315

no name® cheese bars 
400/450 g, shredded 

cheese 340 g, PC® cheese 
bars 300/340 g or 

shredded cheese 320 g
selected varieties  

20711027

SAVE 3.50 LB

398
LB

8.77/kg

198
EA

200
EA 698

EA

BUY 2 OR MORE

350
EA

 LESS THAN 2 PAY 4.48 EA

298
EA

377
EA

 

 ALL CHECKOUT LANES 
OPEN GUARANTEED*

SATURDAY + SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM

*Unless we are 
unable to due 
to unforeseen 

technical 
difficulties

FREE


when you spend 
$225 or more.
PC® butter infused 
frozen turkey 
available in various sizes
up to $30.00 value
20765432

4 10000 08305 5

ONTARIO

RCSS TAB 1Flyer prices effective from Thursday, December 6th to Wednesday, December 12th, 2018. See back page for details.

Spend $225 or more before applicable taxes in a single transaction at any Real Canadian Superstore location and receive free 
PC® butter infused frozen turkey, available in various sizes. Excludes purchase of tobacco, alcohol products, prescriptions, gift cards, 
phone cards, lottery tickets, joefresh.com, all third party operations (post office, gas bars, dry cleaners, etc.) and any other products 
which are provincially regulated. The retail value of up to $30.00 will be deducted from the total amount of your purchase before 
sales taxes are applied. Limit one coupon per family and/or customer account. No cash value. No copies. Coupon must be presented 
to the cashier at time of purchase. Valid from Thursday, December 6th until 
closing Wednesday, December 12th, 2018. Cannot be combined with any  
other coupons or promotional offers. 
No substitutions, refunds or exchanges 
on free item.  21150557
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red or green  
seedless grapes
product of U.S.A., no. 1 grade  

or stem & leaf 
clementines  
product of Spain
20159199001

red or green peppers
product of U.S.A., 4 count

or avocados 
product of Mexico, pkg. of 6

20013208001

sweet 
potatoes
product of Ontario, 
Canada no. 1 grade
20127708001

RCSS TAB 2

ONTARIO
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Quarter Valley Stables 
has relocated to 

15134 Dufferin St. King

Facility:
80 x 200 indoor arena

150 x 220 outdoor sand ring
Large stalls
Wash stall

Heated lounge and tack room
Individual or group turnout

Specializing in 
reining horses

Boarding
Beginner to advanced Lessons

Training
Coaching

Sales

Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Specializing in 

QuarterValleyRidingSchool_2018_Quarterpage_FALL-proof2.pdf   1   2018-08-30   2:35 PM

Local artists 
in the spotlight

Local art lovers were able to get an early crack at some holiday shopping at the end of No-
vember as local artists invited the community in to see where the magic happens during the 
2018 Aurora Artists Studio Tour. Twelve artists participated in this year’s tour, taking over five 
studio locations, offering an eclectic mix of oils, photography, acrylics, ceramics, found art, 
and mixed media pieces. Participating artists included Deborah Campo, Christine Valentini, 
Colin Emsley, Carol Beaver, Judy Bobsin, Claire D’Aurore, Philippa Hajdu, Jim Jackson, Wikki 
Mikkola, Willo Rodriguez, Amy McNeill and Campbell Samson. Auroran photos by Glenn Rod-
ger and Brock Weir

Pizzeria pizza fresh out of  the 
oven, and learn more about 
the Find Giuseppe contest with 
many great prizes to be won!

• Tim Hortons: As fans are 
enjoying the festival, warm up 
with a complimentary coffee 
or hot chocolate from the Tim 
Hortons mobile truck.

• Playmobil Kids Zone: Fans have 
the chance to face off  against 
friends and family with the 
PLAYMOBIL NHL Arena and 
its lineup of  NHL figures. In the 
zone, fans will also be able to 
enter to win a new NHL playset.

• Live Local Entertainment: Live 
music featured throughout the 
weekend.

• Ted Rogers Community 
Grants: Rogers is giving back 
to local communities at every 
Rogers Hometown Hockey 
stop throughout the season. 
Ted Rogers Community Grants 
are being awarded to local 
Canadian organizations to help 
support educational programs 
that enable Canadian youth to 
succeed inside and outside the 
classroom. In Aurora, the 2018 
Ted Rogers Community Grant 
of  $15,000 will be awarded 
to Girls Inc., in support of  its 
after-school programs for girls in 
grades 7 to 12. At Girls Inc., after-
school programming encourages 
girls to develop their self-esteem 
and to become strong, smart and 
bold.

• Giving Together to support 
hockey in your community: Every 
week, Rogers is also Giving 
Together to support hockey in 
local communities. Attendees 
can participate in giving back 
through 50/50 draws or by 
purchasing popcorn and food 

from the on-site BBQ. All 
proceeds are donated to minor 
hockey organizations.

 
Rogers Hometown  
Hockey Event and 
Broadcast Details 

 
Location:

Aurora Community Centre, 1 
Community Centre Lane (Yonge Street 
and Aurora Heights Drive)  

Time:
•         Saturday, Dec. 8 – Festival 

open from Noon ET to 6 p.m. ET
•         Sunday, Dec. 9 – Festival 

opens at Noon ET and runs through 
the end of the Rogers Hometown 
Hockey outdoor viewing party

 
Broadcast:
• Special Guests: Curtis Joseph, 

Jayna Hefford, Brian and Kelly 
McDavid, Children’s author and 
former broadcaster Lisa Bowes 
and a live musical performance 
by Beverley Mahood.

• Game Matchup (double-header):       
• Montreal Canadiens vs. Chicago 

Blackhawks, 5:30 p.m. ET 
(Sportsnet, Sportsnet NOW, 
Rogers NHL LIVE)

• Calgary Flames vs. Edmonton 
Oilers, 9 p.m. ET (Sportsnet, 
Sportsnet NOW, Rogers NHL 
LIVE)

Features:
• St. Andrew’s College: A close up 

look at St. Andrew’s College and 
the tradition behind one of  the 
most storied hockey programs in 
Ontario.

• Aurora Hoedown: The Aurora 
Hoedown is the biggest event of  
the year - raising thousands for 
charity while offering food and 
music to those who attend. Tara 
Slone participated in the event in 
September.

Full Roster for  
Hometown Hockey
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EXCLUSIVE/6‑Piece  
RIDGID® 18V Combo 
Kit • Conquer every job 

or project with this six 

tool kit (1001160256)  

While quantities last.

$429

EXCLUSIVE RIDGID®  

C. Gear Cart Pro (1000819367) $129
B. Tool Box Pro (1000819369) $69

EXCLUSIVE RIDGID® 
15 AMP 13" 3‑Blade 
Planer (1000484118)

$398
SAVE $151

WAS $549

EXCLUSIVE RIDGID® 
18‑Gauge Hyper Drive 
Brad Nailer Kit (1000828866)

$349
SAVE $50WAS $399

EXCLUSIVE RIDGID® 
37L/10‑Gallon Stainless Steel 
Wet/Dry Vac • Powerful 6.0 

peak HP motor (1001063385)

$98
EXCLUSIVE/2‑Pack RIDGID® 
18V 3 Ah Batteries (1000857537) 

While quantities last.

$99
EXCLUSIVE/90‑Piece RIDGID® 
Drill and Drive Kit • Titanium 

Coating – Reduces friction to 

maintain sharp edges (1001181473) 

While quantities last.

$3998

ILLUME Wi‑Fi + RGB LED 
Smart Bulb • 750 lumens 
• No hub required (1001157789)

$2998

iHome Wi‑Fi Enabled 
Smart Plug (1000850620)

$4498

GOOGLE Home 
Voice‑Activated 
Speaker (1001066007)

$179

NEST™ Hello Video 
Doorbell (1001073135)

$299

NEST™ Indoor Cam 
Wi‑Fi Video Camera  
(1000837535)

$249

NEST™ Protect™ Wired Smoke and 
Carbon Monoxide Detector (1000840078)

A. Organizer Pro (1000819368) $59

SAVE $39WAS $137

$149
Battery Operated (1000840077)

D. NEST™ Learning  
Thermostat – 3rd  
Generation (1000848230)

$329

E. Temperature Sensor 

(1001094611) $49

when purchased 

together

LAST MINUTE GIFT IDEAS

Works with  
Google Assistant 
and Amazon Alexa Stream video 

securely to your 
mobile device

Silently tests itself 
every 10 seconds

Control any appliance 
remotely from your 

smart device

No compressors, 
no hoses, no 

cartridges

MORE PRODUCTS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE

at homedepot.ca
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NOT SURE WHAT  
TO GET THEM?
The Home Depot Gift Card is 1,000s of 
gift ideas wrapped up into one!

$257

Programs itself to 
save you energy

Integrated Google 
Assistant provides 
hands‑free help 
around the house 
for your Smart 
Home Ecosystem

GROW YOUR SMART HOME ECOSYSTEM  

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Item D

Google Home works with more 
than 5,000 Smart Home devices 

from more than 150 brands

‡Instantly with in‑store coupon. While quantities last. 
Limit of 5 FREE Google Home Minis per customer. 
See store associate and page 6 for details.1

GOOGLE HOME MINI
Charcoal (1001088583)  

or Chalk (1001094011)

Valid Friday,  
December 7, 2018  
to Thursday,  
January 3, 2019

BUY ONE OF THESE GET THIS 
FREE

‡
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EXCLUSIVE/6‑Piece  
RIDGID® 18V Combo 
Kit • Conquer every job 

or project with this six 

tool kit (1001160256)  

While quantities last.

$429

EXCLUSIVE RIDGID®  

C. Gear Cart Pro (1000819367) $129
B. Tool Box Pro (1000819369) $69

EXCLUSIVE RIDGID® 
15 AMP 13" 3‑Blade 
Planer (1000484118)

$398
SAVE $151

WAS $549

EXCLUSIVE RIDGID® 
18‑Gauge Hyper Drive 
Brad Nailer Kit (1000828866)

$349
SAVE $50WAS $399

EXCLUSIVE RIDGID® 
37L/10‑Gallon Stainless Steel 
Wet/Dry Vac • Powerful 6.0 

peak HP motor (1001063385)

$98
EXCLUSIVE/2‑Pack RIDGID® 
18V 3 Ah Batteries (1000857537) 

While quantities last.

$99
EXCLUSIVE/90‑Piece RIDGID® 
Drill and Drive Kit • Titanium 

Coating – Reduces friction to 

maintain sharp edges (1001181473) 

While quantities last.

$3998

ILLUME Wi‑Fi + RGB LED 
Smart Bulb • 750 lumens 
• No hub required (1001157789)

$2998

iHome Wi‑Fi Enabled 
Smart Plug (1000850620)

$4498

GOOGLE Home 
Voice‑Activated 
Speaker (1001066007)

$179

NEST™ Hello Video 
Doorbell (1001073135)

$299

NEST™ Indoor Cam 
Wi‑Fi Video Camera  
(1000837535)

$249

NEST™ Protect™ Wired Smoke and 
Carbon Monoxide Detector (1000840078)

A. Organizer Pro (1000819368) $59

SAVE $39WAS $137

$149
Battery Operated (1000840077)

D. NEST™ Learning  
Thermostat – 3rd  
Generation (1000848230)

$329

E. Temperature Sensor 

(1001094611) $49

when purchased 

together

LAST MINUTE GIFT IDEAS

Works with  
Google Assistant 
and Amazon Alexa Stream video 

securely to your 
mobile device

Silently tests itself 
every 10 seconds

Control any appliance 
remotely from your 

smart device

No compressors, 
no hoses, no 

cartridges

MORE PRODUCTS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE

at homedepot.ca
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NOT SURE WHAT  
TO GET THEM?
The Home Depot Gift Card is 1,000s of 
gift ideas wrapped up into one!

$257

Programs itself to 
save you energy

Integrated Google 
Assistant provides 
hands‑free help 
around the house 
for your Smart 
Home Ecosystem

GROW YOUR SMART HOME ECOSYSTEM  

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Item D

Google Home works with more 
than 5,000 Smart Home devices 

from more than 150 brands

‡Instantly with in‑store coupon. While quantities last. 
Limit of 5 FREE Google Home Minis per customer. 
See store associate and page 6 for details.1

GOOGLE HOME MINI
Charcoal (1001088583)  

or Chalk (1001094011)

Valid Friday,  
December 7, 2018  
to Thursday,  
January 3, 2019

BUY ONE OF THESE GET THIS 
FREE

‡

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500
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650 Wellington St. E., Aurora (Longo's Plaza)
905-503-6650

For more information please visit 
www.WildWingAurora.com

$9  

$6  
*Dine in only with purchase of drink 
  MON - FRI - ‘Til 3pm

*

*

DINE IN 
TAKE OUT
DELIVERY

DAILY LUNCH
Specials

STUDENT 
LUNCH
Special

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
           ‘TIL 3:00PM  

                       York Foot Orthotics & Bracing 

                SPORTS INJURIES!

York Foot Orthotics and Bracing
14 Wellington street east, Suite 4, Aurora  ⎜ 905-841-3838  ⎜ deanmwoodcock@gmail.com

are used for treatment 
of ligament damage, 
arthritis, fractures, getting 
people back to active lifestyle. 
Recovery from sports injuries, 
prevention of reoccurring injuries 
in sports like skiing, soccer etc.

Dean Woodcock  Pedorthist C. Ped (c), R.T.O. (c)

TREATMENT 
OF ALL 
FOOT 

CONDITIONS

KNEE BRACES

Tigers fall to Rangers in clash of the titans

By Jake Courtepatte

While the buzz around the Aurora 
leg of  Rogers Hometown Hockey 
continues to grow for Saturday, the on-
ice junior product still had three games 
to contend with on the Ontario Junior 
Hockey League schedule last weekend, 
dropping two of  three for the first time 
in over a month.

The Junior A Aurora Tigers faced a 
struggling Brantford 99ers squad for the 
second time in three games on Friday, 
falling just short of  a comeback in a 5 
– 4 loss.

Down 4 – 0 after two periods, Aurora 
rallied to score four in the final frame. 
League-leading scorer Joseph Mizzi led 
the way with a three-point effort for the 
Tigers, along with Markus Paterson, 
who put up his second-straight 
multipoint evening.

Aurora goaltender Jack Irvine stole 
the show in Saturday’s visit with the 
Mississauga Chargers, stopping all 
22 shots he faced in a 2 – 0 shutout, 
the second of  the year for the regular 

starting keeper.
Cael Cavallin opened the scoring just 

past the two-minute mark of  the second 
period, before a new name reached 
the scoresheet in the third with Payton 
Schaly, notching his first goal in the six 
games he has suited up for the Tigers.

Sunday’s matchup with the North 
York Rangers provided perhaps the 
Tigers’ most daunting challenge of  the 
season, facing off  against the eleventh-
ranked team in the nation on their own 
ice.

The two powerhouses saw both Irvine 
and his counterpart Eli Shiller stand tall 
in the crease in the first period, before 
North York got on the board with a pair 
early in the middle frame.

Nolan Turi broke the shutout before 
the buzzer to make it 2 – 1, though three 
goals from the home team in the third 
period saw the game end 5 – 2 in favour 
of  the Rangers. Mauro Biasutto had 
the Tigers’ other marker, his first time 
finding the back of  the net as a Tiger. 

While the Tigers still have to work 
through a game hosting the lowly 
Pickering Panthers at the ACC on 

Friday, all attention is now focused on 
another division rival: the Newmarket 
Hurricanes, who will face the Tigers 
in front of  a sold-out crowd Saturday 
night in the Aurora leg of  the Rogers 
Hometown Hockey stop.

The weekend features Sportsnet 
broadcasters Ron MacLean and Tara 
Slone, NHL alumni, live entertainment 
and hockey activities for the whole 
family.

On Sunday, Rogers Hometown 
Hockey will host an outdoor viewing 
party of  two NHL games hosted by 
Ron and Tara. 

The former Humboldt Broncos 
players set to drop the puck for 
Saturday’s 7:30 p.m. start in Aurora 
have already landed in the area, doing 
a whirlwind tour of  Toronto before 
attending the much-anticipated event 
on Saturday.

Not lost in the grandeur of  the day is 
the continued rivalry between the two 
teams taking the ice: Newmarket (10-
10-2-5) sits second behind the Tigers 
in the OJHL’s North division, albeit 
thirteen points behind the leader (19-9-
2-0).

Aurora sits twelve back of  the 
conference-leading Oakville Blades (25-

2-1-1).
For stats, schedules, and more 

information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Frost poised for chance at  
World Junior squad

By Jake Courtepatte

At the age of  nineteen, Morgan Frost 
feels he is prepared to make his debut on 
the IIHF World Junior Championship 
stage.

And why wouldn’t he? The Aurora 
native currently leads the Ontario 
Hockey League scoring race with 55 
points through the first 29 games of  the 
season, leading the Soo Greyhounds to 
a 17-7-4-1 record. He was named the 
OHL Player of  the Week in the final 
week of  November, and has already 
seen time representing the red and 
white on Team OHL at the 2018 CIBC 
Canada-Russia Series.

So, it comes as no surprise Frost 

was one of  the 34 names announced 
Monday by Hockey Canada to open 
camp for the prestigious 2019 Under-20 
tournament.

“Everyone grows up admiring, 
dreaming of  play in this tournament,” 
Frost said from Sault Ste. Marie, home 
of  the Greyhounds.  “It’s a balance. 
You want to make the jump to the NHL 
as quickly as possible, but to have this 
opportunity is super special. I’d love to 
represent this team.”

The centreman was drafted 27th 
overall by the Philadelphia Flyers in the 
2017 NHL Entry Draft, picked in the 
shadows on Nolan Patrick, the teenager 
picked second overall in the same draft 
who spent all of  last season with the 

Simon Adjei was named the CPL’s first international signing when he signed with York9 FC  
on Sunday. 

Photo courtesy of York9 FC
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We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.Screen/LCD Replacements

iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150 
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

We noW CaRRy aLL 
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

WHooSH!® screen cleaner. 
Certified Safe. non toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169 

emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OuR 
FAMIlY 
COMbO!

only $3895

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

519-941-4501
www.teenranch.com

OVERNIGHT & DAY CAMPS

SI
NC

E 
19

67

Hockey-Horses-Soccer-Adventure-BMX-WHAM-Volleyball

Spring Hockey Ages 6 - 12
Skating Development Jan 9 - Feb 13
Skills Development Jan 11-Feb 15

Summer

Camp

SAVE 
10% uNTIl
FEb 19JOB FAIR

Tuesday, December 11 @ 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Preregistration Required!

    905-727-3777                         222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.ca

 

Aurora
Employment ServicesRNC This Employment Ontario service is 

funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

Preregistration is required!
RNCemploymentservices.ca

The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

l Configuration Technician
l Implementation Planner
l Refurbishment Technician
l Material Handler
l Receiver / Shipper
l Operations Manager
l Service Advisor
l System Administrators
l Service Desk Analysts
      Various other IT roles

l Mould Maker 
Knowledge of tooling specifications 
Toolmaker training or experience

l Senior Mould Designer
5+ years in plastics tooling design
NX or other Mould Flow Software

l CNC Programmer
Grade 12 and/or CNC Training course
3+ years’ experience as a CNC 
Programmer

Register in advance! 905-727-3777 Book your interview time as space is limited!

York9 FC ink Adjei with CPL’s first international signing
By Jake Courtepatte

A historic first for the Canadian 
Premier League has one striker 
returning to a familiar place.

York9 FC announced on Sunday 
the signing of  Simon Adjei, the first 

international player to be signed by 
a CPL club after a few handfuls of  
Canadians inked contracts in the 
opening week of  filling the rosters for 
the league’s inaugural season.

Yet “international” is hardly the 
moniker to be given to Adjei, who 
worked with York9 FC Manager Jim 

Brennan with the League1 Ontario’s 
Aurora FC in the 2016 season.

“We wanted a player that has an 
eye for goal and is clinical in the 18-
yard box,” said Brennan in a team 
statement.  “We look for strong 
strikers that can link up play and push 
themselves to get in the box. Simon fits 
that mould and we’re excited to have 
him.”

Calling the 25-year old “prolific”, 
Adjei scored 19 goals in 19 games for 
Brennan’s semi-pro squad in 2016, 
leading his team in scoring by a 
whopping sixteen goals.

A loan to Aurora from his home 
club of  Husqvarna that season, Adjei 
then returned to his home country of  
Sweden in 2017, joining Assyriska IK 
while averaging 1.2 goals per game.

It was while in a pre-season camp 
with his Swedish side in 2016 that Adjei 
first grew fond of  the GTA.

“A lot of  people don’t understand 
it,” said Adjei. “They are texting me 
and calling me, but I already created 
my name in Sweden. People already 
know me.”

Yet the Swedish import said it is 
not just the geographical location that 
piques his interest, but the intrigue of  
the new league, where memberships 
are already skyrocketing for the York 

Region club.
“I got asked a question recently: ‘Are 

you here for some other reason, the 
city, whatever?’” said Adjei.

“If  I just wanted to experience a city, 
I’d pick a new city. I’m just here for 
the football because I believe in it. I’m 
going to work hard all the time.

“This new league is more than a 
really cool experience. I believe if  I 
work hard and get my team together 
with me, like a family, we can go far. If  
we go far in the CPL I believe I can go 
far individually.”

Teams from across the world, such as 
Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Germany, 
Albania and Cambodia, all had interest 
in signing Adjei for the 2019 season.

“I believe in Jimmy and I’ve heard 
so much about this league. For me, this 
is serious. I believe it will be a good 
league. If  I come in now and play well 
I believe I can go far.”

Brennan added Adjei has “great 
touch, good pace” for a big-body 
presence.

“In and around the box he’s lethal. 
He needs half-a-yard and he’s putting 
something on target. He’s good in 
the air. He’s willing to mix it up with 
defenders. He can also drop into 
pockets and link up play. He’s at a great 
age and we’re excited to have him.”

Simon Adjei was named the CPL's first international signing when he signed with York9 FC 
on Sunday. 

Photo courtesy of York9 FC
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SENIOR
SCAPE
Christina Doyle

Board of Directors
Call for Applicants

Cedar Centre provides a unique and holistic approach to therapy, education and advocacy for 
those who have experienced trauma. We work from anti-racist and anti-oppressive frameworks, 
serving all ages. We are committed to improving their lives through a trauma-specific therapy plan 
that is designed to meet each person’s unique needs, strengths and challenges.

Candidates with any of the following experience/expertise are encouraged to apply: Advocacy and 
Government Affairs, Human Resources, Legal, Accounting, Policy and Strategic Planning, Funds 
Development, and Community Leadership. Interested applicants are invited to submit a Board  
Application Package to Cedar Centre by noon on Friday, December 28, 2018.

We are seeking Board candidates who come 
from a variety of sectors and communities to 

provide leadership for a three-year term

For a copy of a Board Application Package, please contact 
Claire Shave at 905.853.3040 ext. 302 or 
cedar@cedarcentre.ca and indicate “Board of Directors”
in the subject line.

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

What are the gifts of  December: 
celebration, customs, love, family, 
friendship, all wrapped to give us the 
memories we so dearly cherish. Last year 
at this time I wrote about miracles; the 
miracle of  the oil that burned for eight 
days, the Royal son born in a stable. For 
some of  us, these days are considered 
Holy. Miracles are of  Spirit, not any one 
faith.

Miracles are for anyone who believes.  
As we get older, each day is truly a gift 

and we notice how quickly our days go by. 
We reflect a lot more, walk a little slower, 
but still the heart yearns for yet one more 
day. Our days are not so rushed as they 
once were and that’s okay, dear readers. 
Despite the bitter snow and wind, at this 
time of  year, may your hearts be filled 
with peace and I pray that you have been 
loved.

For some of  us, this may mark the first 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanza, special 
holiday without your loved one. As you 
shed a tear and remember, know that it is 
but a veil that separates us from our loved 
ones who have passed on. We are here but 
a moment, but we will all be reunited with 
those whom we love one day. 

We know that this holiday season is not 
at all about the gifts, it is the peace and 
acceptance that we have been loved and 
to love one another. Don’t become bitter 
from the trials you have endured, rather 
inspire another to keep going, to be the 
best they can be.

This holiday season give the best gift 
you can give, that doesn’t cost a cent.  Give 
of  yourself  to another, in the strength of  

your shoulders to cry on, your ears that 
only can hear understanding, and your 
heart that is open to anyone who touches 
it.

I pray that you continue to share in the 
celebrations of  your family traditions that 
you do year after year. You bring out the 
same dishes, sing the same old songs, you 
say the same prayers, the same outfit, yet 
your table may be set a little different this 
time around.

The missing loved one at the dinner 
table just reminds us ever so gently that 
we can carry on, we can still celebrate this 
holiday season.

Yes, it will never be the same, but then 
yesterday is gone and we must strive to 
live in the now.  Be present in your mind 
and spirit, be content with what you 
have, don’t have regrets, don’t be hard on 
yourself, you are forgiven, and many of  us 
still need you here. 

Let your spirit burn brightly this season, 
despite what you may have endured, 
remember this day is a gift given to us 
all. So, celebrate it, share in laughter, it is 
really a wonderful life.

As Charles Dickens once said, “would 
that the spirit of  Christmas could live 
within our hearts every day of  the year.” 

So, beyond the chaos, the tinsel, the carols 
and the cards may your spirit be filled 
with peace that this season brings, and 
may God bless everyone.

HAPPENINGS 
AT THE SENIORS CENTRE

CHRISTMAS DINNER is once 
again being held at the Legion on 
Industrial Parkway North, on Thursday, 
December 13. The cost is $30 for 
members and $40 for non-members. 
Tickets may be purchased at Reception.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS for 

2019 are now being held in the front lobby. 
The cost is $25 for Aurora Residents 
and $35 for non-Aurora residents. New 
members are always welcome.

NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE 
PARTY tickets are on sale at Reception. 
The cost is $25 for members and $30 for 
non-members. If  you want to reserve a 
table, a minimum of  6 people is required.

FANFARE FOR CHRISTMAS is 
the title of  this year’s Christmas Concert 
by the Evergreen Choir, which will be 
held on Saturday, December 8 at 1:30 
pm. Tickets are $5 each with children 14 
and under free with a ticket.

905.773.7706
13184 Yonge St., Richmond Hill
www.aurorapartyrentals.ca

arty Rentals Party Rentals Party Rentals P
• Tables
• Chairs
• Linen
• Dinnerware
• Glassware
• Cutlery
• Chafi ng Dishes
• Catering Supplies 
• Bars & Casino
• Silver Products 
• Chair Covers  
• Tents 
• Wedding Supplies

BOOK 
  EARLY!

Don’t be 
Disappointed

AuroraAuroraAurora
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New twist on 12-year Aurora tradition

The Town of Aurora put a slightly new spin on a twelve-year tradition on Friday night, moving the lighting of the Town’s official Christmas Tree from a Wednesday to last Friday night to co-
incide with the start of a three-day Christmas Market on John West Way. Friday’s activities included a Christmas Market by lamp light, tasty treats whipped up by Niagara College’s Canadian 
Food & Wine Institute in an inflatable igloo, traditional carols provided by the Salvation Army Band, hot chocolate, as enjoyed here by Councillor Sandra Humfryes, the lighting of a peace 
candle by Council members and Town Crier John Webster, and an appearance by Santa Claus himself! Across the parking lot, visitors had a chance to meet live reindeer and enjoy other ac-
tivities inside Historic Petch House. Meanwhile, inside the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, Mrs. Claus held court with her traditional reading of ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas, with crafts keeping 
youngsters occupied in the next room. 

Photos by Glenn Rodger
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Call me today.Enjoy better 
savings

Bundle your car and 
home insurance.

Richard Gong, Agent  
905-727-6333 

By Brock Weir

Hundreds of  people – the young and the 
young-at-heart – bundled up Friday night 
for the twelfth annual Aurora Christmas 

Tree Lighting Ceremony. 
Held in the forecourt of  Town Hall, 

a Friday night ceremony was a first for 
Aurora, a first that paved the way for 
another first: the start of  a three-day long 
Christmas Market outside the Aurora 

Festive Season continues with lighting of Aurora’s  
official Christmas Tree

Seniors’ Centre.
The ceremony was led by Geoff  Dawe 

in his last official act as Aurora’s Mayor.
“This is the last night of  the 2014 – 

2018 term,” Mr. Dawe told the crowd 
before inviting returning, incoming and 
outgoing Council members to the stage 
and thanking event sponsors Aurora 
Home Hardware, Mead Electric, 
Desjardins, Rent Source and RBC. “The 
holidays are always a time for joy, family 
and friends. It is also a time to reflect, 
perhaps, on those who are less fortunate 
than we are.”

With that, Mr. Dawe handed the 
microphone over to Major Brian 
Bishop of  the Salvation Army who 
reminded attendees of  the importance 
of  the Salvation Army’s Kettle Drive, led 
dignitaries through the lighting of  the 
Peace Candle, and the audience through 

a round of  festive Christmas carols.
Elsewhere, families were able to polish 

off  a bit of  Christmas shopping at the 
Market, which set up huts, tents, and 
even an igloo in the parking lot outside 
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Market stalls 
continued inside where Mrs. Claus held 
court reading ‘Twas The Night Before 
Christmas before a full house of  eager 
youngsters.

Craft tables were busy in the next room 
while, outside, families lined up into the 
Aurora Arboretum for a chance to see 
some of  Santa’s reindeer inside historic 
Petch house. 

Fire jugglers capped off  Friday’s 
outdoor entertainment, attractions 
throughout the weekend included 
performances from the Salvation Army 
Band, the Borealis Big Band, and 
Marquee Theatrical Productions.

The Christmas Market continued on Saturday and Sunday, including an array of vendors keep-
ing warm inside specially made huts, photo ops, live performances by Marquee Theatrical 
Productions and the Borealis Big Band, vendors inside the Aurora Seniors’ Centre and more.

 Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

This could be 
your spot!

Call us: 905-727-3300 x 102

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTURE CLINIC

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

HOME CARE

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

NOT EVERYONE needs your services all the time, 
but if you want to be there when they do... 

Advertise in 
Aurora’s At Your Service Directory  

905-727-3300 Ext. 102

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

HR Denture 
Clinic

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

SPA

TAR AND CHIP

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,  
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical alternative 

to asphalt paving with a rustic 
country appearance, that also 

provides a solid surface and is 
a solution to ruts washout and 

potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

WATER

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

DECORATING/STAGING

EAVESTROUGH

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator

Exceptional Interior Decoration and Staging 
Services Tailored For You

Lisa Cleary 
Certifi ed Interior Decorator

HamnettInteriors.ca
289 338 4696 ⎜LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Roof Screw Nailing 
and Repairs to Barn 

Boards
EAVESTROUGH CLEANING AND GUTTER SCREEN 

AND MINOR TREE TRIMMING
Heights are no problem, We have 65 ft lift equipent
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

PROPERTY FOR RENTFOR RENT

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

SHARED OFFICE TO RENT
Why pay high overheads! 

PRIME LOCATION ON 
MAIN STREET IN SHELBURNE
Suit accountant/realtor/lawyer etc. 

Share with media company
Clean, Renovated Office
Rent includes all utilities

Call 
519-925-2832 or 519-216-1021

Auroran 
Classifieds 

905-727-3300 
ext. 102

DEATH NOTICE

THINGS
YOU OUGHT 
TO KNOW

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
EVERGREEN CHOIR -- On Saturday, 

December 8, in the West McKenzie Room of  the 
Aurora Seniors Centre, 90 John West Way, Aurora, 
the ASA Evergreen Choir presents “Fanfare for 
Christmas”. This will be the Evergreen’s first 
concert with our new director Dan W. Lenz, so 
a “lively bursting of  trumpets” to announce the 
both occasions seems rather appropriate. We are 
all rather excited, all the more as we still have our 
accompanist, Hadara Jacoby to play for us. Tickets 
are now available at the reception desk at the same 
price as before - $5.00, with children under 12 free, 
but needing a ticket. The concert starts again at our 
new time – 1.30 pm. There will be an intermission 
and refreshments. If  you have any questions you can 
call the reception desk at 905-726-4767.Come join us 
for song and celebration.

* * * * 
Hillary House expanded Gift Shop open 1 pm to 

4 pm, 15372 Yonge Street, Aurora. Complete your 
Christmas shopping and support Aurora›s National 
Historic Site! More donated items for sale include 
high quality dishes, glass, china, silver serving 
dishes, antiques, and so much more. New local books 
available. Some used books. www.aurorahs.com

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this 
afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge 
Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes 
adults (from francophone to beginners) looking to put 
their French-language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-
fr. 

* * * * 
MUSICAL CHRISTMAS – A Musical Christmas 

at Hillary House with Ellen Meyer, celebrated 

pianist. Drop in between 1pm and 4pm or stay for the 
afternoon to enjoy music, some carols, refreshments, 
shop in the gift shop, and tour a decorated historic 
doctor’s home and practice where Aurora’s first 
health care professionals treated local residents for 
100 years. Help support Aurora’s National Historic 
Site! $7.00 per adult, $3.00 per child. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15
Hillary House expanded Gift Shop open 1 pm to 

4 pm, 15372 Yonge Street, Aurora. Complete your 
Christmas shopping and support Aurora›s National 
Historic Site! More donated items for sale include 
high quality dishes, glass, china, silver serving 
dishes, antiques, and so much more. New local books 
available. Some used books. www.aurorahs.com

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
The Aurora United Church Chancel Choir & 

Handbell Ensembles will host their Annual Christmas 
Concert at 4 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. at Trinity Anglican 
Church (79 Victoria Street). For more information, 
contact 905-727-1935x21.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22
Hillary House expanded Gift Shop open 1 pm to 

4 pm, 15372 Yonge Street, Aurora. Complete your 
Christmas shopping and support Aurora›s National 
Historic Site! More donated items for sale include 
high quality dishes, glass, china, silver serving 
dishes, antiques, and so much more. New local books 
available. Some used books. www.aurorahs.com

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this 
afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge 
Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes 
adults (from francophone to beginners) looking to 
put their French-language conversation skills into 
action. Francophones and stronger speakers are 
encouraged to share their French language skills 
with less strong speakers. For more information, visit  
bit.ly/partagez-fr.

DOROTHY ELENORE WARDLE 
(nee Hodgson)     Aug 7 1930 - Nov 30 2018

After a brief illness Mom, in her 88th year, 
passed away peacefully surrounded by her 
cherished family.  Loving wife of Keith 
Wardle who had just passed March 9, 2018. 

Mom is the daughter of the late Laura 
Hodgson and James Hodgson. Predeceased by 
Gord Hodgson, Doug Hodgson, Ron Hodgson, 
Jean Hodgson and survived by her youngest 
sister Kay McDowell.

The most kind loving Mother to Marlene 
Beaman-McQuay (Bob) and Janet Crawford 
(John).

The best Mom we could of ever had in life. 
We reminded her of that every chance we could 
this past week expressing our love for her and 
telling her Dad was waiting.

Loving and proud Grandmother to Mike, 
Lee, Keith, Melanie and Great Grandchildren 
Jade, Cole, Sean, Hannah, Emma, Laura, Jill, 
Ben, Braelyn, Sam and Dalton.

Mom worked for the Town of Aurora for 
30 plus years was actively involved with Dad in 
helping the Aurora Tigers. Mom was a giver; if 
someone she knew needed help Mom was there. 
Doing income tax free for the seniors...visiting 
people she knew in the nursing home...picking 
up residents taxes if they couldn’t make it to the 
offi ce to pay. Mom went above and beyond for her 
community and friends since moving to Aurora in 
February 1960 and was well known by many. 

We want to thank the 
Emergency Deptment Nurses, 
surgical North nurses and 
Dr. M. Francis at Ross 
Memorial Hospital, Lindsay  
for helping our Mom in her 
time of need and for their 
heartfelt compassion.

In honoring our Mom’s 
wishes there will be no 
funeral service. Joint 
internment to follow at a later 
date.

We take comfort knowing 
Mom and Dad are together 
again as she has mourned his 
loss so much over the last 
8 months.  

Tough year losing both of our parents 
RIP Mom and Dad we love you and will miss you both beyond words can express.

3 BEDROOM 
HOUSE for 
rent in Maple. 
4 bathrooms, 
garage, parking. 
No smoking, no 
pets. $2200/mth 
+ utilities. Please 
call 416-459-0007

FOR SALE
1992 Fruehauf Tandem Axle Flatbed Trailer

Length 40’, Width 8’, Height 9’, Deck height 5’.
Price is up for negotiation, will go to the best offer. 

Please contact Doug (905) 669-1222 Ext. 219
Located in Vaughan, Ontario

NHL club.
Yet Frost is no second fiddle: playing 

at almost a point-per-game pace in 
the OHL prior to his draft, the newly-
drafted Frost upped his offensive game 
immensely in the 2017-18 season, 
putting up 112 points in 67 games. He 
has amassed a whopping 256 points in 
his OHL career, playing at a 1.12 points 
per game pace.

Frost is joined at camp by two teammates 
from the Soo, in Peterborough’s Barrett 
Hayton and Godfrey’s Matthew Vilalta.

He watched from home last January 
when two of  his former teammates, 
Taylor Raddysh and Boris Katchouk, 
brought home the gold medal. He told 
Sportsnet’s Mark Spector the two were 
some of  his best friends on the team.

“I just tried to learn as much as I could, 

and they shared how special it was, and 
just what a great feeling it was to win a 
gold medal,” he told Spector. “I‘ve just 
got to chase that feeling. Hopefully, I can 
do the same thing.

This year’s World Junior Hockey 
Championship will be split between 
Vancouver and Victoria, British 
Columbia, with Canada first seeing 
action against Denmark on Boxing Day.

The players are battling for a total of  
23 final roster spots, among them forward 
Alex Formenton, ex-Aurora Tiger who 
was on the gold medal winning squad 
last January.

Aurora’s Robert Thomas was notably 
left off  of  the camp roster, as he is 
currently in the NHL with the St. Louis 
Blues. The Blues would have up until 
December 19 to decide whether to loan 
Thomas to Hockey Canada.

From page 19

Aurora’s Morgan Frost, pictured at the 2017 
NHL Entry Draft, was one of 34 players  
invited to Team Canada’s selection camp 
ahead of the 2019 IIHF World Junior  
Championships.
 

Photo courtesy of 
NHL Media Communications

Frost poised for chance at World Junior squad
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A LOW DOWN PAYMENT FROM YOU.
A BIG START FOR THEIR FUTURE.

This year, give the gift they’ll appreciate forever. Thanks to our low deposit structure, making 

the down payment is really easy! Urban North townhomes in Barrie are a great investment and 

are right next to the GO Train Station. Give your kids the gift of home.

Register Now TheGiftOfHome.ca

New Townhomes 
in Barrie from the 
mid $300s

Low down payment: 
Only $25K split in 
12 months

Mortgage payments 
are less than renting 
in the GTA

Easy commute
right next to
the GO Train

GIFT OF HOME
EVENT

DECEMBER  15th   
11AM - 5PM  

700  MAPLEVIEW  DRIVE
BARRIE
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Aurora Resident Wins 
TOP 100 MOST POWERFUL 

WOMAN IN CANADA AWARD

Claudette McGowan
Bank of Montreal 

Chief Information Offi cer – ETEE

On November 22, 2018, the Women’s Executive Network (WXN) 
recognized Claudette McGowan as Top 100 Most Powerful 

Women in Canada for the Trailblazers & Trendsetters category.

INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHTS
• Technologist, Chief Information Offi cer 
• Founder, BMO Women in Technology
• Author, Triple Threat, Freshy & More
• Certifi ed Specialist, Digital Buildings
 
• Keynote Speaker 
 Artifi cial Intelligence 
 Robotics 
 Employee Technology Experience
 Digital Transformation 
 Organizational Change Management 
 Mixed Reality
 Collaboration Technologies 

COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS
• Member, Aurora Chamber of Commerce
• Board Member, First Book Canada 
• Parent, St. Andrew’s College
• Parent, Aurora Montessori School 
• Collaborator, Rap Riderz Innovation Centre
• Sponsor, Aurora Youth Soccer Club

Congratulations on this signifi cant accomplishment.
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Books by 

Claudette McGowan

Available at:
Amazon.com 

Excelovate.com 
Rap Riderz Innovation Centre 

and select book stores across North America

Big Big Topics for Little Kids

Freshy

Triple Threat

Freshy

Triple Threat

Big Big Topics
for Little Little Kids 


