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HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS ARRIVE IN AURORA – Rain and delays beyond the control of organizers didn’t dampen the spirits
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of thousands who lined Yonge Street for the Santa Under the Stars parade on Saturday night eager to catch a glimpse of the Man in Red himself! The annual Christmas favourite was the first in a busy schedule of events on the calendar designed for the spirit of the season – including
the Town’s annual Christmas Tree Lighting on Friday night, which will be accompanied by a weekend-long Christmas lighting ceremony, and
a Menorah Lighting ceremony at Town Hall on Wednesday, December 5, from 6 – 8 p.m. For full coverage of the Santa Under the Stars parade,
see Pages 20 and 21. 										
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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in
THE WINTER
IS A GREAT

New Mayor and Council prepare to set
the tone, goals for the next four years
Tom Mrakas says he’s excited to bring
the team together to reach common
If a Council is a team, some might objectives.
see the Mayor as it’s captain.
The formal inauguration might be
While Aurora’s incoming team set for December 4, but Mr. Mrakas
captain is keeping the goals he’s – along with Councillors-elect Harold
preparing to outline at the inauguration Kim, Wendy Gaertner, Michael
of the 2018-2022 Council next Thompson, Sandra Humfryes, Rachel
Tuesday under his hat, Mayor-Elect Gilliland and John Gallo – officially
By Brock Weir

take office this Saturday, December
1. Either way, they’re ready to hit the
ground running.
“I am honoured and humbled to
have been chosen by the residents to
move forward with the Town over the
next four years,” says Mr. Mrakas.
“What I have heard from residents
Continued on page 8

Former Humboldt
players coming to
Aurora on Hockey Day

OPPORTUNITY!
Contact me at

647-984-4141
or connect via

Katherine Klaric, BA 1700 King Rd #22 Building E,
Sales Representative

Grandparents
pay
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$
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212 Earl Stewart Dr (1 & 2) 905-727-8088
(Behind LA Fitness)

A handful of former Broncos are
getting the star treatment in the GTA.
Former Humboldt skaters Jacob
Wassermann, Ryan Straschnitzki,
Xavier LaBelle, and Laye Matechuk
are the honoured guests confirmed
to be dropping the puck when the
Aurora Tigers take on the Newmarket
Hurricanes for Hockey Day in Canada
on December 8.
And when the two franchises hit
the ice to renew their storied rivalry in
front of a sell-out crowd at the Aurora

WILL NOT CAUSE DROWSINESS – Theatre Aurora’s latest production will not
cause Drowsiness when it opens this Thursday, but operating heavy machinery afterwards is a matter for you and your insurance company. Chip Thompson as The Man in
the Chair leads the cast of The Drowsy Chaperone, an adaptation of the popular Tony
Award-winning musical, which runs through December 8. For more, see Page 10.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Continued on page 12
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Young Tigers feel the creative roar, getting crafty to make a difference
By Brock Weir

The PeeWee A Tigers were hard at work at the SARC on Sunday, selling a number of crafts, the
proceeds for which will benefit families in need. 			
Contributed photo

The Aurora Tigers’ Peewee A team
was looking forward to showing off their
creative endeavours next weekend when
Rogers Hometown Hockey rolls into
Aurora, but eager shoppers were so taken
with their artistic efforts, they were a sellout before Ron MacLean had a chance to
pack his bags.
The Peewee Tigers are basking in the
success of their first Charity Sale, more
than doubling what they expected to
make for the non-profit Welcoming Arms
through the sale of homemade crafts as
varied as hot chocolate, aromatherapy
bath salts, and slime.
Setting up shop at the Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex this past Sunday
from 8 a.m. to 1.30 p.m., they planned
on returning to the SARC on the evening
of December 7, but their stock of over 90

different items were quickly snapped up
by eager customers, allowing the budding
hockey stars to double their fundraising
goals.
“They were absolutely thrilled,” says
mom Kasie Savage, noting the team made
$760 sales through a $200 investment in
crafting supplies.
Each year, the Aurora Minor Hockey
Association (AMHA) raises money for
Welcoming Arms, which provides support
and resources for local families in need.
They typically do so by asking each player’s
parents to contribute between $15 and
$20, money which is then collected and
donated directly to the charity.
This year, however, Ms. Savage pitched
a different approach: collecting that same
money, but investing it in supplies for the
kids to flex their creative muscles and take
ownership of the mission.
Continued on page 23

Town of Aurora’s

Wednesday, December 5, 2018
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. | Aurora Town Hall
All are welcome to join in the festivities which include live music,
the lighting of the menorah, traditional celebratory foods
and children’s crafts.
Don’t miss the fire juggling show!

905-726-4762
aurora.ca/menorahlighting
#AuroraMenorahLighting
We reserve the right to cancel, amend, or change activities.

AURORA TOWN HALL
100 John West Way, Aurora

FRIDAY
NOV. 30

SATURDAY
DEC. 1

SUNDAY
DEC. 2

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

12 p.m. to 9 p.m.

12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

Christmas Around the
World Kids Crafts

Pancake Brunch*

Santa Claus

“A Christmas Carol”

Nativity Narrative!

Santa’s Reindeer!
Fire Juggler

by Duffle Bag Theatre

Buskers!

(12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.)

Hands-On Workshops
Learn to make a
wreath and planter!

“The Elf Named Buddy”
by Marquee Theatrical
Productions

Proudly Sponsored By

905-726-4762
aurora.ca/christmasmarket #AuroraChristmasMarket
We reserve the right to cancel, amend, or change activities

*nominal fee applies, limited quantity

Event Partner
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Chefs’ creations and artistic inspiration help warm
hearts and bodies this holiday season
By Brock Weir

The ladles of steaming soup filled the
stomachs of the hundreds of patrons
who filled the Aurora Cultural Centre
earlier this month for the annual Empty
Bowls event hosted by the Pine Tree
Potters; and the results of each bowl
filled will help hundreds of people across
the York Region community stay warm
--- body and soul – this holiday season.
Now in its eighth year, the Pine Tree
Potters Guild’s Empty Bowls fundraiser,
which sees local guild members creating
hundreds of original and unique ceramic
bowls ready to be filled with soups
created by nearly a dozen area chefs
and restaurants, all enjoyed by a soldout crowd of patrons, raised $21,000,
which will be divided between Aurora’s

Welcoming Arms and Newmarket’s Inn
from the Cold, which provides services
and resources to the homeless.
“This is incredible,” said Sarah ElGereis, Executive Director of Welcoming
Arms, which hosts three weekly meal
programs in Aurora and various
other services, social and financial, for
community members in need. “It is a
beautiful event to see the community
coming together and putting their efforts
towards this cause. Empty Bowls is an
international fundraiser too, so it is cool
to see the whole world coming together
to fight against poverty.”
This is a sentiment shared by Inn from
the Cold’s Ann Watson, who attended
the event along with Ms. El-Gereis.
“Events like this help us reach another
audience as well,” said Ms. Watson.

Representatives from the Pine Tree Potters Guild presented volunteers from Welcoming
Arms and Inn From the Cold with an impressive $21,000 following the 2018 Empty Bowls
event, which featured local chefs, pictured below, ladling out a variety of gourmet soups into
patrons’ bowls, each lovingly handcrafted by Guild members.
Auroran photos by Brock Weir

“Last year, we had people pick up a
volunteer flier and then contact us
because they wanted to be involved. I
often feel like we’re speaking to the same
people over and over, raising concerns,
talking about the homelessness crisis,
and I think when we talk about these
Advertorial
things we’re often talking to people who
know these issues. They are the ones
who are paying attention, but an event
like this that is organized by a third party
brings in a whole new group of people
to get them to know about the issues that
are out there.
“It ticks a lot of boxes: it’s a fundraiser,
but it is also a really nice event. It’s elegant,
it’s very classy, the food is delicious, people
are enjoying themselves. The fact they
get to do a bit of Christmas shopping too
Do you experience lower back pain,
[at the Potters’ annual Holiday sale] is an
pain in the buttocks or leg that is
worse when sitting, hip pain, burning
added bonus because they are learning
or tingling down the leg, weakness,
something about why they are here. We
numbness, or difﬁculty moving the leg
don’t touch these people regularly.”
or foot, a constant pain on one side of
Inn from the Cold will use their share
Many of our patients
the buttocks and/or a shooting pain
of the pot this year to address, among
have reported a 90-95%
that makes it difﬁcult to stand up?
other things, the high cost of providing
You may be suffering with a condition
relief of their symptoms,
food for people who come through
known as sciatica or low back pain
more
mobility,
their doors. When the organization first
due to degeneration/spinal nerve
established its drop-in program two years
increased sensation and vastly
compression.
ago, they averaged six to ten people per
Low back pain with or without pain
improved function!
session. Now, these numbers average
that refers down the leg and foot, most
and
simultaneous
effect
on
pain,
between 25 and 40.
commonly occurs when a herniated
inﬂ
ammation
and
nerve
conduction,
disc, bone spur on the spine or
Welcoming Arms is experiencing
narrowing of the spinal canal (spinal exceeding the limits of traditional a similar growth – and the similar

Breakthrough
Treatment
For Low Back
Pain/Sciatica

stenosis) compresses part of a spinal
nerve. This causes inﬂammation, pain
and can also cause some numbness/
pain referring down the leg or even into
the foot.
You go to the drug store or to your
doctor and get pills to help relieve your
symptoms. But you ﬁnd the symptoms
keep returning.
Alternatively, the
doctor may refer you to a specialist who
may tell you that surgery is needed or is
an option for you.
However, many people are hesitant to
have surgery given its invasive nature.
It is important to know that although
surgery is sometimes necessary, it is
considered a last resort in most cases.
Also, you may have heard that there
are serious health risks associated with
chronic use (or overuse) of medications
that include damage to the liver,
kidneys and gut.
There is a new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach that has
helped many sufferers improve their
lives dramatically: Laser therapy
uses light to favor and accelerate the
body’s natural healing processes. The
innovative Multiwave Locked System
(MLS) Laser produces a safe, efﬁcient

LLLT (Low power) and concerns of HP
(High power) laser therapy.
According to multiple studies MLS
laser therapy appears to be uniquely
capable of decreasing the inﬂammation
around the spinal cord and shows
great promise in the battle against the
devastating sequelae of this condition.
What does this mean for you?
Many of our patients have reported a
90-95% relief of their symptoms, more
mobility, increased sensation and vastly
improved function!
It is the very latest in medical
technology, with years of clinical
studies supporting its safety and
efﬁcacy and we are very proud to offer
our patients effective solutions to their
recent or chronic conditions.
“This new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach has helped
many sufferers improve their lives
dramatically”.
Come in and allow us to help you
achieve the results you deserve! Call (905)
773-2225 to book your FREE consultation
and examination at King West Wellness
Centre 141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond
Hill (In the Home Hardware Plaza)

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted
legal advice since 1983

challenges that this kind of growth brings
to a non-profit organization.
“We’ll be using [our share] towards
our meal programs,” said Ms. El-Gereis,
noting it costs about $400 a week to create
the meals served up by Welcome Table,
Martha’s Table, and the Rise and Shine
Breakfast. “We’ll also be putting the
money towards the grocery gift cards we
give out and York Region Transit passes.
It’s very helpful. We’re also grateful to
be able to raise awareness here because
I think the homelessness population is
really under the radar in this community,
but when people come to see there are
these big fundraisers and there is a need
here in the community, it is great. I agree
that we reach a completely new target
audience.”

We sell
all types of
Filters
Humidifiers
Air Cleaners
& Water Pumps
Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Machell’s Corners

Pine Tree Potters’ Guild
gives thanks on another
successful event
On behalf of the Pine Tree Potters’
Guild, I would like to express our gratitude
to everyone who participated in the 2018
Empty Bowls event that took place on
November 15 at the Aurora Cultural Centre.
Empty Bowls events are held by potters
in communities throughout North America
with the objective to raise funds and
awareness for local charities that work to
relieve hunger and homelessness.
During the event, patrons select a
handmade bowl from the hundreds on
display and local chefs and bakers in
attendance serve a ladle of their gourmet
soup and artisan bread. The handmade
bowl guests take home with them serves as a
gentle reminder that not everyone has a full
bowl every day.
This year we raised $21,000 to be donated
to Welcoming Arms, Aurora and Inn From
The Cold, Newmarket. Since our first event
in 2010, Pine Tree Potters’ Guild has raised
over $155,000 for local charities.
We wish to extend a heartfelt “Thank
You” to all of the local chefs and bakers who
donated their time, gourmet soup and bread;
Meridian Credit Union for a very generous
grant; Tucker’s Pottery Supplies for donating
the clay used by our potters for crafting the
bowls; David Schembri Design and KKP
Design and Print for donating our printed
materials; and the Aurora Cultural Centre
for all their support allowing us to host our
event at their beautiful facility. We also
wish to thank Joy Gannicott, Dave Parsons
and Sam Carothers for their contribution
of great live music. Finally, we are so very
grateful for all of our dedicated volunteers
who donated their time and skills to ensure
that everything ran smoothly.
The following is a list of the culinary
establishments that participated in our 2018
Empty Bowls event:
Arthur’s Landing
Aw Shucks
Bijoy’s Restaurant
Cachet Restaurant
Catharina’s Kitchen
Co Unity Kitchen
Eva’s Catering
Father’s Moustache Grill and Bar
Food In Motion Catering
Gabriel’s Café
Graystones Restaurant
Hungry Brew Hops
Joia Ristorante and Wine Bar
Kababa
Little Red Catering
Maunder’s Food Shop
Nature’s Emporium
PC Cooking School Aurora
Ristorante Orsini
Taste it Catering and Event Planning
The Hurst Bakery
The Pickle Barrel
Vintage Spice
Again, thank you so very much to all
who participated. It is because of you that
our event has been so successful year after
year.
Looking forward to 2019!
Jacqueline Adamek
Chair, 2018 Empty Bowls Committee
Pine Tree Potters’ Guild.

A thanks from the
Farmers’ Market
On behalf of The Aurora Farmers’
Market & Artisan Fair, we would like
to thank The Auroran Newspaper for
its outstanding support of the 2018
Outdoor Season.
We really appreciated you being
present at all of our special events and
presentations. You kept us connected
with our community throughout the
six-month outdoor season.
We sincerely appreciate your
dedication and support of our farmers’
market.
Jan Freedman
Chair, Aurora Farmers’ Market Committee
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On being present
Patience has never been one of my
virtues.
Perhaps it’s a hazard of the job,
but sometimes the speed in which it
takes to get some things done can be
absolutely maddening.
Maybe it is also a hazard of age.
By some people’s estimation, I am
a millennial. In other people’s eyes,
I made my debut in the world just a
year or two before that apparently
dreaded demographic. But, I am on
that cusp of a generation that learned
the intricacies of the internet from a
very early age, yet I am also of the
generation that does have a healthy
memory of life before it.
I had to chuckle last week at an event
held to commemorate Transgender
Day of Remembrance when the
twenty-something Benjamin took to
the stage to discuss their transition,
including how they told their family.
“I wanted to write my parents a
letter, but I also wanted the instant
gratification knowing that it got to
them, so I emailed them – because
we’re millennials and we need instant
gratification,” said Benjamin. “It was
a pretty in-depth email. I even sent it
to a few friends who were out closer to
me [to make sure I said it right].”
Gratification
was
somewhat
instantaneous, receiving a warm
response from one branch of their
family tree within 20 minutes.
Benjamin’s
mission
was
accomplished, but it is a mission that
is shared by so many of their – our?
– generation. When we put something
out into the world, we all too often
want that immediate reaction, whether
it is a “like” on Facebook or Instagram,
a retweet, or whatever social media
platform happens to be part of this
conversation. It has made us want a
faster clip out of life.
Benjamin’s family saw this manifest
itself in a highly personal way, but we
see it all around is. If you’re out to
dinner with any group of people larger
than a couple, chances are you’ve had
to put that first savoury bite on hold
while someone whips out their phone
to take a picture of the beautifully
presented plate “for the ‘Gram.”
Or, maybe you’ve been nudged out
of the way at an event so someone can
perfectly frame whatever is before you
for a livestream on their platform of
choice.
Or, perhaps you’ve been so engrossed
the small circle around you that

backslapping their friends and peers,
and otherwise creating their own
moments to the expense of the big one,
and getting that instant gratification of
shooting their experiences out into the
vast realm of the online world, tapping
and refreshing, waiting for those likes
to roll in.
These experiences are just two more
observations I’ve noted that have made
me try to put in a more concerted effort
Brock Weir
to – to borrow a phrase from our postOprah self-help universe – be present
you’ve taken absolutely no notice of and, despite my impatience, just roll
the bigger, slightly more deliberately- with the moment.
paced big picture surrounding you.
And, if not rolling with the moment,
Once upon a time, these were fairly showing some respect of the occasion
innocuous phenomena but increasingly at hand.
I am seeing this take away from the
experience of the rest of the people in
AN ONGOING PRESENCE
the room.
Two events this fall have really
On the art of being present, I want
underscored this from my perspective. to take a moment to offer some words
The first was Dancing with the of appreciation to outgoing Mayor
Easter Seals Stars held this past Geoff Dawe.
October. Having attended all four of
Mayor Dawe will hang up his chains
its previous incarnations, it is an event of office this week, leaving them to be
that started out with a great deal of picked up by Tom Mrakas on Saturday.
buzz. Attendees knew what the event
Over the past eight years, Mayor
was about, were conscious of the cause Dawe has been a very visible presence
they were there to support, and were in the community at just about every
appreciative of the of the fancy, arch- facet Aurora has to offer. Sure, it is
breaking footwork the local celebs had part of the job description that comes
put alongside their dance instructors to with the office but, in my observation,
make the event a rousing success.
Mayor Dawe has gone above and
This year was different, however. beyond filling this mandate.
Smartphones were once again the
Respect is due for anyone who
order of their day, but what set chooses to enter the often thankless
this year apart from the rest was a realm of public life, but in recent weeks
seemingly significant disinterest in my respect for how Mayor Dawe has
what was happening on the dance fulfilled the last days of his mandate
floor, and even less interest with what has only grown.
the judges had to say. Even from close
The message of the voters was
range, it was hard to hear anything heard loud and clear on October 22
above the cacophony of the individual and, faced with the same situation,
conversations and moment-captures some elected officials might take this
happening at each respective table.
time to simply lie low, make sure their
It was more of the same on office was packed, and all loose ends
Remembrance Day afternoon when were tied up.
the local legion hosted a large live band
This wouldn’t exactly be uncharted
from a local private school who worked territory for Aurora, but not so in 2018.
tirelessly to prepare a rousing program
Whether it has been at events as
of entertainment that spanned the recent as Saturday’s Santa Under the
decades from the First and Second Stars Parade, the Aurora Chamber
World Wars to the latest episodes in of Commerce Business Excellence
the Star Wars saga.
Awards, the recent Youth Innovation
Sitting near the front of the Fair, any number of new business
audience, it was easy to hear that their openings, it has been full steam ahead
hard work had indeed paid off, but I for Mayor Dawe, without a flinch, as if
think it is a safe assumption that most nothing had changed, and offering the
of this was lost on the people creating same level of public service he has for
another kind of din behind me, the last eight years.
huddling in small groups, boisterously
Well done.
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TIME
TRAVELLERS DIARY
By Erika Baird
Executive Director,
Hillary House National Historic Site

Under Fire,
Under Age

Hopefully mail delivery will be up and running at full speed soon to meet the demands of the holiday shoppers. Not sure that we can beat
the speed of delivery back in 1917, however, when this letter (76.27) was mailed from Toronto on November 29 and arrived in Aurora on
November 30!

Canada’s Fall Economic Statement
On November 21, the Minister
of Finance presented Canada’s Fall
Economic Statement in the House of
Commons. This is the next step in our
plan: setting the stage for long-term
growth by investing in jobs, and most
importantly, investing in Canadians.
We are taking action to support
Canadian businesses as they grow
and expand into new markets, create
jobs, and to fulfil our commitments
to Canadians to build a more equal,
generous, and sustainable economy.
Through the measures in the Fall
Economic Statement, we are working
to increase competitiveness with
targeted business tax enhancements.
This includes: allowing the full cost
of machinery and equipment used in
the manufacturing and processing of
goods to be written off immediately
for tax purposes; allowing the full cost
of specified clean energy equipment
to be written off immediately, and;
introducing the Accelerated Investment
Incentive to support investment by
businesses of all size and across all
sectors of the economy.
In our rapidly changing economy,
we are providing further support for
business innovation by adding $800
million over the next five years to the
Strategic Innovation Fund.
The Fall Economic Statement builds
upon our Government’s plan to invest
in the economy, strengthen and grow
the middle class, and offer real help to

MP’s Report
Kyle Peterson, MP
Newmarket-Aurora

those working hard to join it. Over the
past three years, our government has
delivered real progress for Canadians,
including: lowering taxes for the middle
class; lowering taxes for small businesses;
introducing the Canada Child Benefit,
putting more money in the pockets of
nine out of ten Canadian families; and
enhancing the Canada Pension Plan to
give Canadians greater income security
when they retire.
M-206: Improving levels of Physical
Activity and Fitness in Canadian Youth
On November 1, I was proud to table
my Private Member’s Motion. M-206
instructs the Standing Committee on
Health to study the levels of fitness
and physical activity of Canadian
youth, taking into consideration the
social, economic, cultural, physical and
mental health implications as well as the
relationship between increased physical
activity and anti-bullying.
Today, our youth are spending far
too much time in front of screens and
as a result, are not reaching the
recommended levels of physical activity

outlined in the Canadian 24-Hour
Movement Guidelines for Children and
Youth.
Engaging in fitness and physical
activity has numerous benefits for
all ages, but particularly our youth.
Increased physical activity leads
to maintaining healthy bodies and
lifestyles, sharper minds, and can
teach our youth valuable skills such as
time management and self-discipline,
commitment, respect and fair play and
teamwork.
I am excited to be putting forward this
important motion, and look forward
to debating this with my colleagues in
Parliament.
Around Town

The hustle and bustle of the
Christmas holiday season is now upon
us with Santa’s arrival in town. The
Santa Claus Parade this past weekend
was a little wet and rainy but it was
great to see so many residents out and
lining the streets waiting for a glimpse
of Santa on his sleigh. I was pleased
to join the Salvation Army along the
parade route to collect donations and
Santa letters. Thanks to the many
generous residents who support our
local food pantries at this time of year,
and to all the volunteers who made the
parade a success.
On Saturday November 3, I was proud
to join the large crowd at the annual
Continued on page 23

Season for the Senses
If you’re the type of person who likes
to enjoy their seasonal entertainment
in live three-dimensional form, rather
on some sort of screen, you’re in luck,
because once again the Town and
various local organizations have lined
up a lot of options for us over the
coming month.
The unofficial kickoff of this
seasonal fun is the recently-completed
Santa Under the Stars parade. Those
who braved the unseasonable cool and
wet weather last Saturday night were
treated to a number of bands, floats,
community groups, performers and
politicians, who made the trek (or ride)
down Yonge Street.
If you missed that, this week-end
sees an even bigger event; the Aurora
Christmas Market. Stretched out over
three days near the Seniors’ Centre, it
will start with the annual tree lighting
ceremony.
Various vendors will be on hand both
inside and outdoors for your perusing
or purchasing enjoyment. If you’d
prefer to just absorb it all, at various
stages over the week-end there will also
be live reindeer, bands, choirs, seasonal
stories, performances of Christmas
plays, buskers, children’s crafts and
food, including a pancake breakfast.
There will pretty much be everything to
get you in the holiday spirit.
Santa will be back in Town when
Hillary House hosts an afternoon
with carols, refreshments, and the big
man himself. In fact, Hillary House

INSIDE
AURORA
Scott Johnston

has a couple of week-ends of different
seasonal offerings.
Early in December the Menorah
Lighting Ceremony will be held at
Town Hall, which also includes more
food, crafts and music.
This will be followed by Rogers
Hometown hockey live from the Aurora
Community Centre. While not strictly
seasonal, you can’t get much more
wintry or Canadian than hockey, and
there will be a ton of activities through
the week-end.
Apart from the ones noted earlier,
there will be a number of musicallythemed events in Town in December.
If bells are your thing then you can
take in a handbell performance as part
of the Gift of Song Christmas being put
on by Aurora United at their temporary
home at Trinity Anglican.
At the same venue, the York
Chamber Ensemble drops by earlier
in December to perform a number
of pieces including elements of that
holiday staple, the Messiah.
The Seniors’ Centre will be hosting

their own choir performance, and there
is a seasonal concert at the Aurora
Cultural Centre.
Of course, the library has a full slate
of holiday-themed crafts, movies and
other activities throughout the month.
Everywhere you go in Town, whether
it be shopping of just driving through
your own neighbourhood, there will be
no end of seasonal lights and displays
to enjoy.
The holiday season winds down
with Family First Night held early on
New Year’s Eve. This event, taking
place at the Leisure Complex, features
shows, skating, swimming, crafts and
more. Plus, you’ll be home in time to
ring in the new year at midnight, if you
manage to stay up that late.
These events are just ones happening
in Aurora. Those venturing further afield
will find additional such opportunities
in our neighbouring communities.
Details on all of the above events,
and probably many other concerts,
craft sales, school-based performances
and related activities I haven’t touched
on, can be found in the Coming Events
section of The Auroran, on-line, or by
contacting the appropriate venue.
So, if you need a break from the
chaos of the season, or when the
kids complain that there’s nothing to
do, you know better; there are lots of
options.
Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

1911 Canadian Census – Lloyd Family
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The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating…

It is not known, and cannot be known,
exactly how many underage soldiers
fought in the First World War, but it has
been estimated approximately 250,000
joined the British Army (which included
those from Canada). Eager to serve their
country and set off on a grand adventure,
boys as young as 12 were found to have
enlisted. Many were only discovered when
they got to the front and revealed their age
out of fear, others were never found out.
In Aurora there were for certain at least
two young men who enlisted underage;
however, there may have been more. Men
did not need to give proof of their age
in order to enlist. Of these two, one was
found out and sent home; the other only
returned home when he was wounded.
Allen Lorne Hill enlisted in December
13, 1916, listing his date of birth as June 17,
1898, 18 years of age. Despite his height of
5 feet 2½ inches (half an inch below the
minimum height), and weight of 109 lbs,
he was accepted into the 208th Battalion.
He served until March 1918 when he was
discharged – for being underage. They
found out that his true date of birth was
June 17, 1900, making him only 16 when
he enlisted. How or why he was discovered
was not listed in his papers, but regardless
he was sent home to his mother.
Percy Doan Lloyd enlisted with his
brother, Elwood Gardiner Lloyd in
September 1915. At the time of his
enlistment Percy stated his date of birth as
December 12, 1896, which would make
him 18 years old. However; upon further
research we discovered that his other
brother, Roscoe Major Lloyd, who also
joined, stated his date of birth as February
10, 1897 – only two months later. Clearly,
one of these two had lied about their age,
but census records revealed the truth.
The 1911 Canadian census listed the
Lloyd family of Aurora, parents Seneca
and Effie and four sons, Elwood, Roscoe,
Percy and Howard. According to the
records Roscoe was born February 1897,
but Percy was born December 1899 –
three years later than he claimed. This was
further confirmed by the 1921 census, in
which he gave the same date. This would
make him only 15 when he enlisted – and
16 when he reached the front in June 1916.
Percy was injured twice in his service.
The first was a head wound, from which
he recovered. The second was a gunshot
to the arm, which lost him full mobility of
that limb. His injury caused him to be the
first Auroran sent home in April 1917, his
true age never discovered by his superiors.
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Buddy the Elf gives inside scoop on Friday’s Christmas
Tree Lighting and Christmas Market
Under the Stars Parade, but Buddy
By Brock Weir
the Elf made the trip to take in the
sites before he joined Mrs. Claus at
Saturday’s rainy weather might Town Hall for Friday night’s official
have kept Sugar Plum the Elf away Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony.
home at the North Pole with the
Speaking to The Auroran before
sniffles and away from Aurora’s Santa heading back up to the North Pole
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to help Mrs. Claus get ready for
ceremony, over which she presides
before regaling youngsters and
their families with Twas the Night
Before Christmas, Buddy shared his
excitement – especially over a play
bearing his name set to be performed
by Marquee Theatrical Productions.
The
three-day
Christmas
extravaganza kicks off on Friday
night with the Christmas Tree lighting
itself in the forecourt of Town Hall.
A Christmas Market will take place in
front of the adjacent Aurora Seniors’
Centre from 6 – 9 p.m.
Inside, fun and games will be
had before the Market returns on
Saturday from 12 noon to 9 p.m. and
again on Sunday from 12 noon to 6
p.m.
THE AURORAN: Thanks for
taking the time to speak with us,
Buddy. Now, why were you so keen
to book the return trip to Aurora for
Friday night?
BUDDY: The Christmas Tree
Lighting has always been on
Wednesday, so it is quite a change up
to have it on a Friday this year. But I
understand it is not just a two hour
event this year, it is going to be all
weekend. Friday night is the place to
celebrate the lighting of the tree. I
am quite excited to see if more kids
come out because Friday night isn’t a
school night, knowing they don’t have
to rise and shine for it on Saturday
morning!
TA: What makes the tree lighting
so special?
B: It’s the whole shiny spectrum
of lights. Christmas trees are like
snowflakes. No two are the same. They
all have their individual personality,
their individual decoration. There is
so much uniqueness and individuality
to a Christmas tree that it is a work
of art. In Aurora, it’s a once-in-year
experience where you can also meet
Mrs. Claus, see a fire juggling act, get
up close to our reindeer and more!
TA: In understand that after the
Saturday’s parade, you took some
time to visit some of the vendors that
will be at the Christmas Market.
B: And I hopped from door to door
to make sure other businesses in your
downtown knew about it so they can
mark November 29 – December 1 on
their calendar for next year and have
a presence at the market.

Mrs. Claus get ready for Friday night?
B: Of course, as Santa’s shoes get
shined, we have to shine and polish
Mrs. Claus’ glasses. We need to make
sure her attire is special. She is too
busy fussing and caring about us and
watching over Santa himself that we
also need to make sure her clothes
are in order. She doesn’t get to leave
the North Pole very often, so there’s
an added responsibility to make sure
she has everything she needs for her
vacation down south.
TA: We saw a lot of kids talking
to Mrs. Claus at last year’s Tree
Lighting. Can you share with us some
of the messages she brings home to
Santa?
B: A lot of children have wishes for
other children. It seems the children
in Aurora’s hearts are already filled
so they spread their wishes to other
children, which is what makes
Aurora unique and very special and
community-centric.
TA: In addition to Twas the Night
Before Christmas, we heard that
Marquee Theatrical Productions will
be putting on a play with a pretty
familiar name!
B: Yes! “The Elf Named Buddy.”
I’ve heard about it, so I have to go to
see it on Friday night! I’m assuming
if it is Buddy, it has to be me because
there is no better Buddy than me!
TA: What are you most looking
forward to exploring and seeing at
the new Christmas Market?
B: I’ve heard there are going to be
things called European Christmas
Huts that the Town has made and
each one will have a vendor inside!
Now, we have real ice and snow igloos
up north, so I have to see what they
claim is an igloo up here! Of course,
Mrs. Claus will be inside the Seniors’
Centre, so it will be nice to see her do
what she does best. I also hope to be
able to take in the bands, and make
crafts down here with some of the
pieces we made up north.
TA: Are you a crafty elf ?
B: I have to take crafts back with
me to show the other elves that I
successfully got down here! It’s all
about the games I get to play once
I get back home. It’s all about the
bragging rights!

For more on Friday’s Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony and the weekend’s
TA: What are you doing to help Christmas Market, visit www.aurora.ca
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Historical Society revives advocacy role, voice
The Aurora Historical Society was
founded over 55 years ago to fight for the
preservation of local heritage and helping
to secure, in the words of Society founder
Dr. Leslie Oliver, Aurora’s “jewels in the
crown.”
Over its first half-century, it worked
diligently to preserve reminders of our
past, but once the “Aurora Collection”
was transferred to the stewardship of the
Town of Aurora five years ago for the reestablishment of the Aurora Museum of
Archives, much of the Society’s work has
focused on the preservation of Hillary
House, Aurora’s only National Historic
Site.
That important work continues, of
course, but now the Aurora Historical
Society (AHS) is looking to get back to
basics, re-establishing itself as a passionate
voice for the preservation of the Town’s
built heritage.
“Keeping up the house is a chore – a
welcome chore – that takes a lot of effort,
but I think it is important to branch out
and look at other buildings and other issues
in Town,” says Erika Baird, Executive
Director of the AHS. “This is a step in the
right direction. There was a time when
people were less inclined to step out from
Hillary House or say, ‘What happens
outside is maybe not our concern’ and it
has been a little bit refreshing to say that
things have changed.
“When (AHS Board President) John
Green and (Past-President) Bill Albino
came to me with this [advocacy role] I was
really excited that this is what we are going
to do and we would be taking on that role
again because we felt very strongly about
it. The reaction from our members and
people in our community was nothing but
positive. I got a number of positive emails
saying, ‘thank you for doing this. Thank
you for taking on this role again.’ They were
thrilled and it was great to hear we were
doing the right thing.”
Helping to spur this move back to

advocacy work were a series of proposals
for Aurora’s traditional downtown business
core. In recent years, a number of the
historic office blocks on the south side of
Yonge and Wellington have been bought
up by one owner. Council this summer,
following a recommendation from Aurora’s
Heritage Advisory Committee, passed a
resolution to put 15 of these buildings, eight
of which are owned by one individual,
under historical designation. However, a
lawyer on behalf of this client, formally
objected to the measures.
The process is still underway.
“There was a feeling at the time that
if they were going to remove all of this,
Aurora is just going to be a whistle-stop,”
says Mr. Green, on any ideas to demolish
and rebuild these historic buildings to allow
for the widening of Yonge Street. “When
there was this talk of smashing things down,
we said, ‘Wait a minute!’”
Over the years, Mr. Green has seen a
number of instances of property owners
promising to preserve components of
heritage buildings – such as facades – or
rebuild them to exact specifications in a
slightly different location, with varying –
and often negative – degrees of success.
“One wonders whether this is deliberate
or whether they are accidents,” says Mr.
Green, referencing attempts to integrate
the façade of the historic Doane House on
Wellington Street East opposite Victoria
Street into the entrance of a new apartment
complex, a project that was abandoned
after the remaining sliver of building was
suddenly found to be structurally unsound.
“Other times, buildings are purchased and
left to literally sit there, rot and become a
hazard. They ask for permission to take
them down because it is not worth saving.
You can see the patterns we go through. I
can see [the developers’] point of view: they
buy a property and think this thing is a piece
of junk, they have ideas of what they would
like to do and they find ways of doing it.
“We know that change is inevitable and
some houses that maybe shouldn’t have
been taken down were taken down. They
were small and humongous houses have

been put in their place and people have been
so upset they didn’t realise what was going
to happen. Now they are living in constant
shadow. For example, these buildings on
Yonge Street, the feedback I got there was
a plan would be to widen Yonge Street by
taking these buildings down and then we
can rebuild them exactly what they used to
look like. I said, ‘You don’t understand. This
is history, this is real.’”
The revival of the Aurora Historical
Society’s advocacy role became a reality over
the summer in the heat of the municipal
election campaign when the Board, via Ms.
Baird, pressed each candidate seeking office
on how important Aurora’s heritage was to
them.
For some of the candidates, heritage was
a vital and important part of their visions for
the community over the next four years. For
a few candidates, it was not really important
at all. The candidates’ responses were

circulated to each AHS member verbatim
and were important for these members in
making their decisions at the polls.
Over the coming months and years, Mr.
Green says advocacy work includes the
AHS’ rebuilding of Aurora’s last surviving
coach house, dismantled and preserved
from the nearby Horton Place, once
funds are available. Horton Place, now an
insurance office at the corner of Yonge
and Irwin, could be promoted as a prime
example of how restoration can maintain
the integrity of a house while adapting it for
modern use. Meanwhile, he adds, there has
“been some conversation” regarding bring
the historic Petch House, now standing
behind the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, to the
Hillary property. A move like this would be
a point of pride for the AHS while making
it accessible to visitors and animated for
events and programs.
“History is our identity,” says Mr. Green.
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[since the October 22 election] is they
are excited for the next four years, and
everyone is looking forward to getting
to see how things roll out over the next
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looking forward to actually getting to
work starting December 1.
“People are excited about the
Downtown Core. They feel this is
a turning point in the Town and
that we actually, with the beginning
developments of Library Square, we’re
going to be making that leap to the next
level. I think everyone is excited about
having that downtown that we can call
unique and call our own. There will be
a special place everyone in the Town
can gather.
Andrew Kohnen
Brewmaster
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“Our mandate (of the incoming
Council] has been somewhat built over
the four years previously. I have some
thoughts and visions for the Town
that I have been moving forward as
5/25/171:191:19
5/25/17
a Councillor as well,
andPMPM
now in the
position of Mayor, I can have that vision
set forth and work as a team with all of
Council to push for that mandate.”
Looking back over his first four years
around the Council table, the MayorElect says he is proud of his record,
working with his Council colleagues to
pass 33 of the 35 motions he brought
forward as a Councillor. There is
nothing, he says, that he feels they
didn’t work on as a group. Some of
these things need to continue, he says,
along with some fresh ideas that will be
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brought forward.
The new Council brings a new
dynamic, he added, and he thinks it
will bring some fresh perspectives to
some ongoing issues that the outgoing
Council has tackled.
“There’s an excitement in the air
from Council itself that we’re going to
accomplish a lot of things over the next
four years that are going to make our
community that much better,” says Mr.
Mrakas, noting he has met with all six of
his incoming Council colleagues since
the election. “There’s an excitement
to move forward with a lot of things.
[The outgoing Council] did a great job.
Everyone worked hard and, as I have
always said, everyone brings something
unique to the table. We all respect
each other’s opinions, even though we
don’t agree all the time, but I think the
Council that is leaving did an excellent
job when it comes to that. I think that is
what part of my campaign was about:
that we need some new direction and
some new leadership, and I think that
is one of the main differences that is
going to be occurring with this new
Council. We do have new leadership
and we will be moving forward with
positive change.”
Tom Mrakas and Geoff Dawe were
the first individuals to throw their
hats into the ring this past spring, just
minutes after registrations for the 2018
Municipal Election campaign officially
opened. They were joined in the race
by former MPP and councillor Chris
Ballard and Councillor John Abel.
Over the ensuing five months, Mr.
Mrakas says he was “overwhelmed” by
the amount of people who reached out
to him, or called with offers of help.
“They just wanted to be a part of
it,” he says of his campaign, “whether
it came to handing out flyers, wanting
to write an endorsement, or whatever
it was. I think that was the biggest thing

that said to me my message of positive
change was reaching a wide-audience
within the Town.”
Nevertheless, over 60 per cent of
eligible voters stayed home on October
22.
When asked how he might approach
reaching out to this 60 per cent over the
next four years to engage them in the
civic process, Mayor-Elect Mrakas says
he will continue what he has been doing
over the last four years in providing
updates through social media and the
local paper as well as “communicating
with residents on a personal level as
well, whether it is possibly instituting
some Town Halls [or] meeting with
residents in the park.”
“All that helps get residents engaged
and I think the more informed and
engaged residents are, the more excited
they are to get out during election time
and cast their vote.”
Perhaps the first step in this process is
coming out next Tuesday, December 4
at 7 p.m. for the Council Inauguration.
Open to the public, the Mayor-Elect
says this is an important opportunity for
residents to come out and see first-hand
the people they elected to represent
them in action.
“It is a good way for everyone that
did vote to come out and not just the
people that voted, but everyone within
the Town to see the energy and the
excitement, not just from residents,
not just from the Town itself, but from
Council, the Mayor and all of us,” he
says. “I believe there is an excitement
between Council itself. I have had
meetings with every single Councillorelect and everyone is excited, ready to
go, to roll up their sleeves, and I believe
we’re going to be a working Council.
I believe that excitement is going to
come out during the inauguration and
I believe it is something everyone would
want to be a part of and see.”
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New Regional Council to
be sworn in next week
By Brock Weir

Spring and summer proved to be
raucous seasons for York Regional
Council, and now that the dust is settled,
the newly-elected Regional voices are set
to take their seats next Thursday.
Incumbent
Regional
Council
members went into this election season
expecting the Chair of the Regional
Council would be elected directly by
the people following the passage of
legislation by the previous Provincial
Government last year. Things were
thrown into disarray in July, however,
when the newly-elected Premier Doug
Ford and his Progressive Conservative
government scrapped Regional Chair
elections in a number of jurisdictions,
including York Region, maintaining a
system where the Chair would be elected
by the 20-member body.
An elected Chair was something that
Tom Mrakas advocated passionately for
during his time as Council, but now he
will be taking his voice to the Regional
table as well, as, under the current setup, the Aurora’s Mayor remains its lone
voice at the Top Table.
During his time on Regional Council,
outgoing Mayor Geoff Dawe took his
fair share of heat from his local Council
colleagues after voting against an Aurora
Council resolution in favour of electing
the position of Chair, particularly from
Mr. Mrakas.
While the Mayor-Elect concedes that
the present climate at Queen’s Park
means that an elected Chair is likely not
in the cards for quite some time, he will
press his position that Aurora needs a
further seat – and a further voice – at the
Region.
“One of the things I want to bring
to the Regional table is a strong voice,”
he says. “Similarly, as I have been over
the past four years in Aurora, I want to

bring that strong voice to the Region and
make sure I advocate and look to get the
most I can get for our Town from the
Regional level and make sure we’re well
represented.”
Mayor-Elect Mrakas says he defines
“well-represented” as “making sure
Aurora is not left behind.”
“I know it is going to be tough with
the Provincial government and they are
not really looking forward to expand
government, but I will be advocating
and fighting for that extra seat.”
In the lead-up to his decision to vote
against Aurora Council’s motion to fight
for an elected Chair, Mayor Dawe told
The Auroran that his position on the
matter had changed once he was at the
Regional Table and saw how it worked,
firmly believing an elected Chair would
give York Region’s southern tier the
electoral advantage as they also have an
edge in population.
But Mr. Mrakas says his “mindset”
won’t change once he takes a seat at the
table.
“I was elected because of what I
feel and my passion. That will always
continue. I will never change that. I
think once I get to the Regional table the
only thing I would look at is what are the
policies and procedures in order to put
those things forward and try to advocate
and fight for those things? How do I go
about doing those things? Those are the
things that might change, but as far as my
passion and my vision and my thoughts,
those won’t change.”
At press time, incumbent chair
Wayne Emmerson, former mayor of
Whitchurch-Stouffville, and former
Thornhill MPP Mario Racco, have put
themselves forward for Chair.
This decision will be made by the new
Regional Council on inauguration night.
The meeting will take place at
Regional Headquarters in Newmarket
on December 5 at 7 p.m.

NEW LEASE ON LIFE – Mayor Geoff Dawe toured the recently renovated Kingsway Arms Retirement Residence on Murray Drive, which recently cut the ribbon on their expansive new
addition and fully renovated residence. Joining Mayor Dawe on the occasion were, from left,
were Ray Barlow, Director of Operations for Fieldgate Retirement Living, Laura Sherif, Executive Assistant to the President, and Elaine Ross, Director of Community Relations.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

MENSWEAR

ALL SUITS &
SPORT JACKETS

SALE 1/2 PRICE
Buy 1 get the

2nd

*

Fri., Nov. 30 - Sun., Dec. 2, 2018
*See store for details

15117 Yonge Street, Aurora corner of Yonge & Church
905.713-1501 ⎜ mike@mrmenswear.ca ⎜ www.mrmenswear.ca

EMPOWERING
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between
challenging students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be
applied to their university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students
develop valuable skills, including:
•

advanced academic ability

•

leadership and mentorship

•

time management and self-reliance

•

•

strong research and writing

dialogue, communication and
presentation

•

critical thinking abilities

•

design, invent and problem
solve

INQUIRE
NOW
Book a Wednesday
Admission
FOR GRADE 6 & GRADE 9
Tour: 905-895-1700 ext. 259
ENTRY YEARS

WEDNESDAY
TOURS
APPLY
NOW

10:30
a.m.
appointment only)
for
Grade
6 (by
& Grade
9
Register:
905-895-1700 ext. 259
entry
years
Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School
Since 1842 | JK to University Preparatory

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON

program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as

905-895-1700 ext. 259 | admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

ethical, compassionate and values-based decision-makers.

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/Auroran
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.
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Arts
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PURE JOY AT THEATRE AURORA

Theatre Aurora will have a sure-fire crowd-pleaser on their hands this Thursday when the curtain rises on their latest production, The Drowsy Chaperone. A Tony Award-winning, Canadian-penned musical is a loving send-up of the jazz age musical, featuring a several show-stopping numbers hilariously – and joyously – performed by a cast of Theatre Aurora veterans and
newcomers. With the houselights down, a man in a chair (right, portrayed by Chip Thompson) appears on stage and puts on his favorite record: the cast recording of a fictitious 1928 musical.
The recording comes to life and The Drowsy Chaperone begins as the man in the chair looks on. Mix in two lovers on the eve of their wedding, including Janet, pictured left, portrayed by Jody
Butler, a bumbling best man, a desperate theatre producer, a not-so-bright hostess, two gangsters posing as pastry chefs, a misguided Don Juan and an intoxicated chaperone, pictured right
portrayed by Finnie Jesson, and you have the ingredients for an evening of madcap delight. The show runs on select dates and times through Saturday, December 8. For tickets and further
information, visit theatreaurora.com or call 905-727-3669.
											
Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Musical Theatre Program
For ages 6-13

Register today!
www.marqueetp.com

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

1-888-263-3849
1-800-465-0411

MCALPINEFORD.COM

905-841-0800
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Book your Staycation with us...

Escape the Winter Blues with a Staycation!
Take a dip in the pool, workout in the gym, and enjoy our fine dining.
Resort-style living at Oak Ridges Retirement.

Put a little life in your lifestyle!

Making new friends is a great joy in life. At Oak Ridges you may find
new friends who have chosen the vibrant senior living in our community.
Wonderful new friendships await you
- people with the same values and lifestyle expectations as you have.
Living among new and old friends at Oak Ridges.

Call Leanne or Catherine to arrange
your winter staycation
(905) 773-4220
Learn how to

paint like an
Italian Master

We look forward
to showing you around

Monday December 3rd, 2pm
The Richmond Hill School of Art

12925 Yonge St. Richmond Hill
Info@OakRidgesRetirement.com
OakRidgesRetirement.com

continues our Italian Celebration
with an exclusive
Paint Event at Oak Ridges Retirement
Seats are very limited.
RSVP to Leanne or Catherine
at (905) 773-4220

King Rd.

N
Bond Cres.

Yonge St.

Reserve your space as soon as possible.

Sun
set
Bea
ch
Rd
.
Lake Ave.
SITE
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Former Broncos among special guests for Hometown Hockey
From page 1

Community Centre, the boys should feel
right at home when the puck is dropped
in an extra bit of remembrance.
“We’ll be wearing their colours, with
a Humboldt patch on the arms,” said
Aurora Tigers owner Jim Thomson. “It
started with that, and it’s grown into
quite an event.”
What came next was a phone call
between Thomson and Chris Joseph, a
friend from their days in the NHL and
the father of Jaxon Joseph, who was one
of sixteen to lose their lives in the bus
crash that April evening.
“He reached out to the group, and
they were excited to come down,”
said Thomson, who was moved by the
tribute to the players at the Broncos
season opener earlier this fall.
Both Wassermann and Straschnitzki

have been confined to a wheelchair
since the accident, a moving sight to see
when they wheeled onto the Broncos ice
surface. Thomson said how the whole
event has unraveled, from the accident
to the rebirth of the Broncos season,
inspired him to reach out.
“They’re a junior A team, we’re a
junior A team,” said Thomson. “We
were travelling that night, three hours
from Wellington. It hits home when
you’re living that lifestyle, so my wife
(Rita) and I thought we wanted to make
a difference.”
“We thought, wearing their jerseys is
great, but man, to be able to bring them
down, to do the things we’re going to
do…it’s fantastic.”
Thomson touched on the loss of Jaxon
to his friend Chris Joseph, someone he
has known since growing up in Alberta.
Photo courtesy of Jim Thomson

Preregistration Required!

RNCemploymentservices.ca

RNC

Employment Services

This Employment Ontario service is
funded in part by the Government of
Canada and the Government of Ontario

Aurora
Employing Young
Talent Incentive (EYTI)

905-727-3777

222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.ca

For Employers Hiring Youth Ages 15 - 29

The EYTI program supports small businesses to hire and retain
assisted youth ages 15-29 who are not in school

Eligible employers will receive up to $2000 per participant. Employers receive $1000
upon hiring and $1000 after retaining the youth for six months. Youth and employers
must be working with RNC through job matching services and apply and be approved
for incentives prior to the youth starting the job.

Call us to learn if you are eligible for this Hiring and Training Incentive!
905-727-3777
The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

Both Jaxon and Thomson’s son, James,
who was playing with the Tigers at the
time, are 1997-born players.
“We wanted to be able to bring them
in and just show them how much they
mean to us.”
The action doesn’t stop there for the
Broncos: the Thomsons, as well as the
Tigers and the community as a whole,
have stepped up to make sure the boys
have a whirlwind weekend in Southern
Ontario they will never forget.
“They’re going to get to go to Niagara
Falls, the Hockey Hall of Fame, the
CN Tower, take them to a Leaf game.
It’s an itinerary full of happiness.”
Thomson was even able to connect
with Maple Leafs General Manager
Brendan Shanahan, who he played
with in Detroit, to arrange a meeting
with some of the players, while local
businesses are chipping in to provide
the boys with some hot meals, like The
Keg in Aurora and Motorino Enotica
North in King City.

The OJHL are donating Hockey
Hall of Fame passes to the boys and
their parents.
“Everybody kind of came together
once we started talking about it, and
it’s great to see everyone get involved,”
said Thomson.
An extra bit of giving for the
holidays: The Tigers are using the
action-packed Hockey Day in Canada
weekend to run a food drive, with a
heated cube donated by Access Storage
being used to house donations at the
Aurora Community Centre.
“Both the Humboldt Broncos and
Aurora Tigers will be involved, we
want people to bring as many nonperishable foods as they can and we
want to fill it for the hungry over the
holidays.
The cube will be on the ACC
grounds from December 7 – 9.
The annual Teddy Bear Toss will
also run on the December 8 game,
with donations going to Southlake.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

What does your legacy look like?
Please join us for a complimentary estate planning seminar

At this seminar, we’ll
cover key estate planning
topics to help you protect
yourself, your family
and your wishes. Topics
include:
●

●

●

The role of the executor
– what you need to
know
Basic but effective
estate planning
strategies

Your host:
Connor Ryan, MBA
Investment Advisor
RBC Dominion Securities
Guest speaker:
Todd Simmons
Trust Officer
RBC Wealth Management
Venue:
RBC Dominion Securities
17120 Leslie St., Suite 200
Newmarket, ON

Thursday,
December 13, 2018
12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
Refreshments and
hors-d’oeuvres will be
provided.
Attendance is
complimentary, but
space is limited. RSVP
to Connor Ryan at
connor.ryan@rbc.com
or 905-895-4102.

The current market
landscape and our
outlook for the future

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *MemberCanadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business
segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2018 RBC Dominion
Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 18_90407_JD1_016

With the holidays just around the corner the Caroline Baile Team hosted their first
annual #CBTeamTurkeyChallenge! They visited the Newmarket Food Pantry & donated holiday
dinners totalling 194lbs of food to support the community and show their gratitude. They
challenge other businesses to partake in their challenge and then, challenge three more
businesses to do the same. Pay it forward and spread the word!
Left to Right: Amanda Bernardi, Lorraine MacDonald, Caroline Baile, Kerri Fillier, Shreema
Talsania, Kelly Burt
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A year of
#hospicemoments

2017 - November - 2018
Celebrating our
1st anniversary
by honouring 152 residents
& their families
at

Margaret
Bahen
Hospice
Please consider a
donation to
Hospice
this giving season
www.myhospice.ca
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A LOW DOWN PAYMENT FROM YOU.
A BIG START FOR THEIR FUTURE.
This year, give the gift they’ll appreciate forever. Thanks to our low deposit structure, making
the down payment is really easy! Urban North townhomes in Barrie are a great investment and
are right next to the GO Train Station. Give your kids the gift of home.

GIFT OF HOME
EVENT
DECEMBER 15th
11AM - 5PM
700 MAPLEVIEW DRIVE
BARRIE

New Townhomes
in Barrie from the
mid $300s

Low down payment:
Only $25K split in
12 months

Mortgage payments
are less than renting
in the GTA

Register Now TheGiftOfHome.ca

Easy commute
right next to
the GO Train
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100 Youth celebrate second anniversary supporting Kerry’s Place

in spirit.”
foundation – the spoils of their August
100 Youth Who Care is a local meeting.
offshoot of 100 Women Who Care and
“The Starlight Children’s Foundation
100 Men Who Give A Damn. Meeting video that Jeannie shared with our
quarterly, each participating youth group touched all of our hearts and
brings $10 to the meeting along with demonstrates the incredible impact our
nominations for worthy organizations, youth’s donation will have on the lives
armed with information to make a of other youth,” said Ms. Cooper.
successful pitch to their peers.
The next meeting of 100 Youth
Following the pitch by three youth Who Care will take place Wednesday,
after three organizations are drawn February 27, from 7 – 8 p.m. at the
at random from a hat, the meeting’s Royal Bank, located at 17770 Yonge
proceeds are collected and donated to Street in Newmarket. In the lead-up
the “winning” organization.
to that meeting, the Youth have set a
Wednesday’s meeting was twofold. challenge for themselves, recruiting as
Wednesday night’s presentation.
Photo courtesy of Jenny Cooper
In addition to raising $660 for Kerry’s many other community-minded youth
Newmarket-Aurora, bringing their Place, Jeannie O’Regan, Vice President they can to have an even bigger impact
By Brock Weir
total contributions to local non-profits of Special Events and Operations at on York Region.
the Starlight Children’s Foundation was
to over $5,700 to date.
For more information, visit www.
100 Youth Who Care York Region
“Thank you so much for making on hand to formally accept a $2,000
celebrated its second anniversary of our second anniversary meeting such a cheque from the youth on behalf of the 100youthwhocarecentralyorkregion.com.
giving back within the community by successful and inspired evening,” parent
providing a $660 infusion to the Aurora- mentor Jenny Cooper told supporters.
based Kerry’s Place Autism Services on “Although the winter weather prevented
Auroma Tile Decor Ltd.
Wednesday night.
Serving Aurora and York Region for over 31 years
many of our existing and new members
1987
The group of York Region teens from attending in person, we are so
met November 21 in conjunction with thankful for all their donations via
meeting of 100 Women Who Care e-transfer and that they were with us all
We wish you a safe and happy holiday season.

Wishing a
Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year
to all our patrons

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
Come in for the best selection and great specials!
Thank You For Your Patronage

1987

CONNOUGHT AVE.

No Power, No Problem

Rogers Hometown Hockey arrives in Aurora on December 8 and 9 and the Aurora Tigers
are getting into the spirit of the occasion. The Tigers will be live on Sportsnet on December
8 and will host a teddy bear toss at the game. They hope to have 1,500 people throwing
their teddy bears or other stuffed animals on the ice, so be sure to bring yours! All stuffed
toys collected will benefit children at Southlake Regional Health Centre. Pictured above:
Aurora Tigers visit medical staff at Southlake.

Free Shuttle Service
Every 20 Minutes
There will be no on-site parking.
Please use the free shuttle or public transit.
Shuttle and parking location information
can be found at:

aurora.ca/hometownhockey

BERCZY ST.

VICTORIA

METCALFE ST.

EDWARD

905-773-TILE (8453)

WELLS ST.

110 Connaught Ave., Unit 1, Aurora (just east oﬀ Edward St.)

YONGE ST.

WELLINGTON ST. E.

Engineered to circulate air through natural
convection, the Valor Smart Fire
is a highly efficient firpace without
a fan – providing reliable heat,
even during a power failure.
Burn Clean Engineered Green.

1324 Wellington St. W., King City

905-727-2392

2018-08-30
2:35 PM
WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES •1 STOVES

QuarterValleyRidingSchool_2018_Quarterpage_FALL-proof2.pdf

Specializing in
reining horses
Boarding
Beginner to advanced Lessons
Training
Coaching
Sales

Facility:
80 x 200 indoor arena
150 x 220 outdoor sand ring
Large stalls
Wash stall
Heated lounge and tack room
Individual or group turnout

Quarter Valley Stables
has relocated to
15134 Dufferin St. King
Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Look for us on Facebook and
Instagram
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FREE

Week of November 29, 2018

Mizzi stays atop OJHL lead with goal against Chargers
“He’s become a great two-way hockey information, visit www.auroratigers.
player, where he cares so much about the pointstreaksites.com.
defensive end. And that’s transpired into
this magical season for him.”
“He’s deserved every inch of it. If you
watch him play, he’s finishing his checks,
he’s back-checking, and he’s being a
complete leader on the team.”
Markus Paterson and Michael
Palandra also scored in the win, while
*
Jack Irvine was solid between the pipes
in stopping 30 of the 32 shots he faced.
One of the highest scoring teams
league-wide this season, the Tigers
pat their lead atop the OJHL’s North
division with yet another pair of points,
now leading the Markham Royals by a
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
‘TIL 3:00PM
comfortable thirteen point margin.
*
Their 18-7-0-2 record has the Tigers
STUDENT
six points back of the Oakville Blades
LUNCH
for both the NorthWest conference and
Special
league lead.
*Dine in only with purchase of drink
Aurora and Mississauga will meet up
MON - FRI - ‘Til 3pm
for their second and final battle of the
season back in Mississauga on Saturday.
Aurora will first contend with the
Brantford 99ers (9-11-0-5) in a home
DINE IN
TAKE OUT
game Friday, who they bested in overtime
DELIVERY
earlier this month.
650 Wellington St. E., Aurora (Longo's Plaza)
Puck drop Friday is set for 7:30 p.m. at
905-503-6650
the Aurora Community Centre.
For more information please visit
www.WildWingAurora.com
For stats, schedules, and more

9

$

DAILY LUNCH
Specials

6

$

Joseph Mizzi notched his fifth goal in four games in the Aurora Tigers’ 3 - 2 win over the Mississauga Chargers on Sunday.
Auroran photo by Jake Courtrpatte

got all the attributes to play hockey: he’s
By Jake Courtepatte
got a pro shot, pro skating ability, and
mentally he has figured it out. That’s
The hottest hands in the OJHL stayed why he’s doing what he’s doing, he’s
lit on Sunday afternoon in the Aurora understanding that it takes more than
Tigers’ 3 – 2 win over the Mississauga just shooting a puck to be successful.”
Chargers.
Getting on the scoresheet in ten of
With the Chargers serving out the his last eleven games, including seven
remainder of an interference call in the multi-point efforts in that span, Mizzi
opening seconds of the second period, has stretched his lead atop the OJHL’s
Joseph Mizzi found the back of the net scoring pace to seven over the Toronto
for the fifth time in the last four games, Jr. Canadiens’ Eric Ciccolini: with a
putting his team up 2 – 1.
whopping 20 goals and 26 assists through
Team owner Jim Thomson said Mizzi just 25 games this season.
is “on a mission.”
Yet it isn’t just his offensive talents that
“He’s been on another level. I believe are impressing Aurora brass this year.
he will go on to play pro hockey, he’s
“He’s figured it out,” said Thomson.

RNC
905-727-3777

Preregistration
Preregistration
is required! Required!
RNCemploymentservices.ca

Aurora

Employment Services

This Employment Ontario service is
funded in part by the Government of
Canada and the Government of Ontario

222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.ca

JOB
FAIR
Tuesday, December 11 @ 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Configuration Technician
Implementation Planner
Refurbishment Technician
Material Handler
Receiver / Shipper
Operations Manager
Service Advisor
System Administrators
Service Desk Analysts

SPORTS INJURIES!

KNEE BRACES
are used for treatment
of ligament damage,
arthritis, fractures, getting
people back to active lifestyle.
Recovery from sports injuries,
prevention of reoccurring injuries
in sports like skiing, soccer etc.

TREATMENT
OF ALL
FOOT
CONDITIONS

York Foot Orthotics and Bracing

Dean Woodcock Pedorthist C. Ped (c), R.T.O. (c)
14 Wellington street east, Suite 4, Aurora ⎜ 905-841-3838 ⎜ deanmwoodcock@gmail.com

Preregistration Required!

RNCemploymentservices.ca

RNC
905-727-3777

Aurora

Employment Services

This Employment Ontario service is
funded in part by the Government of
Canada and the Government of Ontario

222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.ca

Ages 15 - 29?

YOUTH EVENT

l

Mould Maker

Jump Start Your Job Search

l

Senior Mould Designer

l

Knowledge of tooling specifications
Toolmaker training or experience
5+ years in plastics tooling design
NX or other Mould Flow Software
l

CNC Programmer

Grade 12 and/or CNC Training course
3+ years’ experience as a CNC
Programmer

Various other IT roles
Register in advance! 905-727-3777 Book your interview time as space is limited!

Era Sports Page Base Bar 2018.qxp_Layout 1 2018-11-19 2:55 PM Page 2
The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

York Foot Orthotics & Bracing

Tues. Dec. 4 @ 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Resume Preparation

l

Job Postings

Walk-Ins and RSVP’s Welcome!

222 Wellington Street East, Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
905-727-3777 Services Available Mon - Fri @ 8:30 am - 4:30 pm*
*May vary for special events. Continuous Intake
The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

Caring for
Our Community
newroads.ca
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Aurora’s Bejleri earns League 1’s Young Star award
level, League1 Ontario’s Young Player
of the Year award shines the spotlight
on players with a bright future on the
Marked
as
Ontario’s
top pitch.
developmental league to the professional
This year’s recipient may represent
By Jake Courtepatte

sales@promotionalmarketing.ca
905.841.0916

Summer
Camp

SAVE
10% uNTIl
FEb 19

OVERNIGHT & DAY CAMPS

SINCE 1967

Hockey-Horses-Soccer-Adventure-BMX-WHAM-Volleyball

Spring Hockey Ages 6 - 12
Skating Development Jan 9 - Feb 13
Skills Development Jan 11-Feb 15

519-941-4501
www.teenranch.com

S
f
0
o
0
LIGHTING
IDEAS
0
1
of Lighting
of ideas from

LIGHTING IDEAS
AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!
Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

HOURS

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6

Sat 10-5,
Sun 12 - 4
with
1000’s
of styles to choose
HOURS

ALL MAJOR
Mon
- FriCREDIT
- 10 - 6
CARDS ACCEPTED
Sat 10 - 5 | Sun 12 - 4

Lampshades
& we can
from!
arrange
for installation

thousands of styles to choose from!

All major credit cards accepted

...with
(905) 727-7347

15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca

Aurora FC’s Markela Bejleri (#15) was named the League 1 Ontario Young Player of the Year
on Saturday.
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Albania on the international pitch,
but she has called Aurora home in
a breakout season this year with the
Aurora FC club.
Joining the squad at just sixteen years
of age, Markela Bejleri caught the eye
of scouts early in her first year of semiprofessional soccer.
The captain said it was her
“physicality and mentality” that has
brought her success, while her assistant
coach Marc Hamilton echoed her
words.
“She’s not the most vocal player
on the park, but I think she leads by
example,” said Hamilton. “I also think
that her sense of creativity on and off
the ball, she provides a great role model
for the younger players to look up to.”
With a pair of goals in nine
appearances with the Aurora club,
Bejleri led her team in scoring in the

2018 season, highlighted by a callup to the Albanian National squad,
and a number of appearances on the
Under-19 Albanian side.
“It was different,” said Bejleri. “You’re
getting international experience, so
it feels a bit tougher. But it’s just the
experience itself that’s helped me
become more aware of what I need to
work on, and what I need to do to get
better.”
The midfielder follows in the
footsteps of fellow Aurora alum Sarah
Stratigakis, who won the Young Player
of the Year award in the 2016 season.
She has already declared her
intentions to join Quinnipac University
in the NCAA Division I program, a
decision she finalized just last week.
Vaughan Soccer Club’s Dylan
Sacramento was named the league’s
Most Valuable Player.

Express alum Lemieux
signs with Spirit
By Jake Courtepatte

Another York-Simcoe Express
product has taken his next steps to the
professional level.
King’s Ian Lemieux officially signed
with the OHL’s Saginaw Spirit on
Saturday, jumping to the major junior
level for the first time in his career.
“As an organization, we are
pleased that Ian and his family have
committed to the Saginaw Spirit,”
said Spirit General Manager Dave
Drinkill.
“He came in and really impressed
our staff during training camp. When
we returned him to Jr. A, he has done
everything we have asked him to do

and he has earned this opportunity.
We are looking forward to seeing him
in a Saginaw uniform.”
Selected by the Spirit in the sixth
round of April’s OHL Entry Draft,
Lemieux has been honing his craft
with the OJHL’s Stouffville Spirit so
far this season, where he has posted
two assists through the first 21 games.
The
six-foot
stay-at-home
defenseman played last season for the
York-Simcoe Express Minor Midget
AAA, where in 28 games, he scored
three goals and added 12 assists for
15 points.
Wearing number seven, the
sixteen-year old made his debut
Sunday against the Owen Sound
Attack in a 3 – 0 shutout win.

CELEBRATING HOMETOWN HOCKEY
On behalf of your Aurora Tigers and Special Guests the Humboldt Broncos,

our goal is to fill this heated cube with non-perishable food items for families in need over the holidays!
Join us from December 6th-9th at the Aurora Community Center.
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WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE HUMBOLDT BRONCOS!
auroratigers.pointstreaksites.com
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Study will create
“life-saving programs and
polices” for Trans residents
By Brock Weir
Every year, the list of names of trans
people murdered across the globe grows.
This is a sobering statistic and one that
helps fuel the work of Dr. Alex Abramovich,
who received an Advocacy Award from
York Regional Police in Aurora last week
for his ground-breaking work and fight
for policy reform for 2SLGBTQ+ youth
homelessness.
Presented last Tuesday on the
Transgender Day of Remembrance, one
didn’t have to look far for evidence of this
sad stat. At last year’s ceremony to mark the
occasion, the York Regional Police (YRP),
welcomed a speaker who spoke about her
own very personal experiences.
Less than 12 months later, this advocate
for the Trans community took her own life.
Accepting the Advocacy Award from the
YRP, Dr. Abramovich said the award had
special meaning for them as it was presented
on a day dedicated to remembering trans
people who have taken their own lives or
been killed “due to transphobic hatred” but,
they added, it is also important to “honour
and celebrate the lives of trans people who
are still living.”
“I appreciate and accept this recognition
on behalf of all the trans people who have
also worked so hard to make this world a
more inclusive and safe place,” said Dr.
Abramovich before a crowd of advocates,
community leaders, dignitaries and local
police. “Sadly, the fight for trans rights is
far from over. Every year the list of names
of trans people murdered across the world
grows. This year the list is longer than last
year and significantly longer than the year
before. However, there is no way of knowing
exactly how many trans people have been
killed each year and this is due to major
underreporting and trans people being misgendered and not being recognized for who
they are. We know that trans women of
colour are disproportionately represented
and that they face extremely high rates of
violence, discrimination and murder.”
Outlining their ongoing study on York
Region youth homelessness, they added, “I
work with some of the most marginalized

–

young people and they are also some of
the most resilient and brave people I have
ever met. My hope is my colleague and I
will speak to as many [youth] as possible
and collect data that will help support the
development of lifesaving policies and
programs, something we very much need
here in York Region.”
Underscoring the importance of Dr.
Abramovich’s work was Benjamin Debbert.
A resident of Durham Region, Benjamin
shared a very personal experience of being
a homeless youth after coming out to their
family as transgender. After beginning
counselling, Benjamin was in a shelter. While
some people find the shelter experience
particularly challenging, they said it was
“amazing” and, through the experience,
they met some of their best friends.
“I was homeless, that is not fun. I didn’t
have a job, but I had finally people who
supported me and that was huge,” said
Benjamin, who is now a childcare worker
for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Durham
Region. “I still talk to the shelter people
and that was three years ago. They helped
me through my toughest times and I don’t
know where I would be without them. Flash
forward to now, I live with my roommate. I
have three cats because I am crazy. I have
an amazing job. I never thought working
with kids was going to happen for me once
I came out because not only is it so different
working with kids when you’re female as
opposed to male. I find that males who go
into child care are less likely to get hired
because they are male and because people
think it is creepy when it is not, but also the
fact I am trans.
“When I got my job with the Boys and
Girls Clubs, I said I was never leaving. My
kids are amazing. They all know I am trans
because my niece is in the program and she
likes to out me. She’s seven, it’s fine. They
all know. None of them care. Their parents
know. None of them care because we do a
good job and we take care of their kids and
that’s all that matters. This is not something
I ever thought I was going to have when I
came out. I thought I was homeless, that
was going to be it, life was going to be hard
and life was going to be over. But here I
am.”

WE’RE PUTTING DOWN ROOTS

in Aur�a

Peaceful Transition is a fully licenced funeral establishment
that can offer all the merchandise and services of a traditional
funeral home, at a fraction of the cost.
We are proud to announce the opening of our new location
in Aurora and we look forward to being a valuable resource
for you, your family and friends.

15236 Yonge St. Unit 2, Aurora, ON
info@ptyork.ca • 905.841.1900 • PeacefulTransition.ca

Bay Street Service,
Aurora Prices!
Gerry Miller
Managing Partner

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters.

390 Bay Street, Suite 1202
Toronto, ON M5H 2Y2
Tel: 416-363-2614 Fax: 416-363-8451
www.gmalaw.ca

905-727-9361 (Aurora Line)

GMA

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD
BA RRIS T ERS & SOL IC IT ORS
Blog: www.ontariocondolaw.com

LL P

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS
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allanlaw.ca
Real Estate Law
Estate Administration
and Probate
Wills and
Power of Attorney
Family Law
and Divorces
Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

Notarizations

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1 ⎜ Tel: (905) 726-3188 Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca ⎜ jason@allanlaw.com

CROSSWORD
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Rain is no dampener for Holiday Joy
B

PS
Plumbing Service
EST. 1972

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

905-727-3210

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Service You Can Trust. Since 1924

FREE * Remote Control on Qualifying Purchases.

905.727.4258 tholiver.com
Visit our showroom at 136 Wellington St. E. Aurora
(Call for Showroom Hours) *On select models / Call for details. Offer Expires Oct 31, 2018

Service You Can Trust. Since 1924

FREE * Remote Control on Qualifying Purchases.

905.727.4258 tholiver.com
Visit our showroom at 136 Wellington St. E. Aurora
(Call for Showroom Hours) *On select models / Call for details. Offer Expires Oct 31, 2018

Board of Directors
Call for Applicants
Cedar Centre provides a unique and holistic approach to therapy, education and advocacy for
those who have experienced trauma. We work from anti-racist and anti-oppressive frameworks,
serving all ages. We are committed to improving their lives through a trauma-specific therapy plan
that is designed to meet each person’s unique needs, strengths and challenges.

We are seeking Board candidates who come
from a variety of sectors and communities to
provide leadership for a three-year term
Candidates with any of the following experience/expertise are encouraged to apply: Advocacy and
Government Affairs, Human Resources, Legal, Accounting, Policy and Strategic Planning, Funds
Development, and Community Leadership. Interested applicants are invited to submit a Board
Application Package to Cedar Centre by noon on Friday, December 28, 2018.
For a copy of a Board Application Package, please contact
Claire Shave at 905.853.3040 ext. 302 or
cedar@cedarcentre.ca and indicate “Board of Directors”
in the subject line.

Facebook: 416FoneFix Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169
emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

We handle any
type of repair,
including
water damage,
on all brands of
phones.
We noW CaRRy aLL
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

WHooSH!® screen cleaner.
Certified Safe. non toxic

at Santa Under the Stars Parade

THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 29, 2018

Page 21

Rain might have been sprinkling down on the parade route, and police and emergency matters near the parade route might have meant a half-hour
delay to the start of the fun, but joy still in the air by the time Santa Claus made his way down Yonge Street on Saturday night, preceded by marching
bands, colourful floats, and community groups. Owing to the delay, Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson led the way, proceeding on foot helping local
helpers collect letters for Santa Claus. Also participating in the parade were Mayor Geoff Dawe, Mayor-Elect Tom Mrakas, Councillors Michael Thompson
and Jeff Thom, Councillor-Elect Rachel Gilliland, Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev, Newmarket-Aurora MPP Christine Elliott, and a cast of
hundreds!

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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space
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DIRECTORY

FOR
BUSINESS

Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

Shirley Jean Limousine

ELECTRICAL

DIRECTORY

Electrical Lights • Chandeliers
Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Established 2001

AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Cell: 416-456-5336 | dagwtw5@gmail.com

Mobile: 289-221-0030

CLEANERS

PAINTING

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

Classic Limousine Service

Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

HOME CARE

Why take a chance...

25 yrs. experience

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

FREE
ESTIMATES

DALTON’S PAINTING
• Interior & Exterior Painting
FREE ESTIMATES

go with who you know!

905-773-5811

(905) 841-6243

e client says:

o Go at

Aurora’s
e
c
i
v
r
e
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www.mollymaid.ca

BARN PAINTING

1.844.732.7575
1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6,

1.844.732.7575
CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING
8575 Keele St. #5-6,
Concord,
ON
3P4
Concord,
ONSt.L4K
L4K
3P4
8575 Keele
#5-6,
info@pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com
Concord, ON L4K 3P4
www.pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575

info@pearlknstructions.com

www.pearlknstructions.com
8575
Keele Road,
St. #5-6,
Concord,
ONL3Z
L4K4E2
3P4
1153
Canal
Bradford,
ON.
Re-sanding
U
U
U
Re-sanding UU Refinishing
Refinishing
U Sales
Sales
U Installation
Installation
U Service
Service
INFO PEARLKNSTRUCTIONSCOM •s www.pearlknstructions.com
WWWPEARLKNSTRUCTIONSCOM
info@pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding U Refinishing
U Sales
Unishing
Installation
U Service
Re-sanding
•s Refi
•s Sales
•s Service
2E SANDING
2ElNISHING
3ALES •s Installation
)NSTALLATION
3ERVICE
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PROPANE

WE SELL & DELIVER FIREWOOD

CONTRACTOR

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

J.N.H. CONTRACTING

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE • DELIVERY

BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide.

CARLINg PROPANE INC.

Joe Harrison

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

1 (800) 295 0971

SKYLIGHTS

CREMATION

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

10% OFF

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

goods and services
if you bring in this ad

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

Exceptional Interior Decoration and
Staging Services Tailored For You

DECKS

Complete Room Projects
Colour Consultations

DECKS
by
The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail
{wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

Space Planning
Proudly serving York Region

Mood Boards

Shopping Services
Seasonal Decoration
Staging
TOP QUALITY
• REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325

website:
‘Professional’
www.decksbythewoodsman.com
Transformation’
See the difference‘Amazing
35 years
of experience makes
32

‘Reliable & Dependable’

DECORATING/STAGING
‘Delivered As Promised’
‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’
‘Highly Recommend’

Exceptional Interior Decoration and Staging
Services Tailored For You

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Zonta

Landscaping
& Renovating
Fencing
Decking
Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens
(647) 668 4949

zlr.ca

Cleary
LisaLisa
Cleary

EAVESTROUGH CLEANING AND GUTTER SCREEN
AND MINOR TREE TRIMMING
Heights are no problem, We have 65 ft lift equipent

416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS
INC.

www.brightskylights.ca

SPA

TREE
CARE

Pruning • Removals
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

TAR AND CHIP
Tar and Chip

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

is an economical alternative
to asphalt paving with a rustic
country appearance, that also
provides a solid surface and is
a solution to ruts washout and
potholes.

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

HamnettInteriors.ca

Roof Screw Nailing
and Repairs to Barn
Boards

SUNSET BEECH

Call Joe at any time

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Certified Interior
Decorator
Certified Interior
Decorator
289 338 4696 ⎜LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
289 338 4696 | LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

H a m n e t t I n t eri o r s.c a
EAVESTROUGH

866-952-0146

• interlock/pavers
• decks/fences
• retaining walls
• natural stone
• flagstone
• bobcat services
Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

WATER

• FREE WATER TEST

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

Call Today

905-751-0845

reverse osmosis water.

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

NOT EVERYONE needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do...
Advertise in Aurora’s At Your Service Directory 905-727-3300 Ext. 102
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THINGS

MP’S Report
From page 6

Remembrance Day Dinner at the Aurora Legion.
It was a time to remember and honour all those
who have served and sacrificed for Canada.
This year marked the 100th Anniversary of the
Armistice signed between the Allies and Germany
to end World War 1.  On Remembrance Day, the
Peace Tower bells in Ottawa rang along with the
bells in Mons, Belgium, along with the church
bells here in our community and across Canada.
Bells rang 100 times at sunset to mark the 100th
anniversary of this historic milestone.
Sport Aurora held its annual Volunteer
Recognition event on Sunday November
19. Congratulations to each of the award recipients
recognized for their outstanding dedication and
contributions to our community through sport.
Sport
Aurora
Volunteer
Award
recipients: Stephen Kimmerer - Sport Aurora,
Ray Kong - Storm Volleyball, Rich MacPherson York North Basketball Association, Claire Palmer
- Lady Redbirds Lacrosse Club, Bill Hack - York
Oldtimers Hockey League, Kristen Ballentine Redbirds Lacrosse Club, Paula Dubeau - Central
York Girls Hockey Association, Mark Dubeau
- Central York Girls Hockey Association, Ivan
Barron, Aurora Barbarians Rugby Football Club,
Gerry Miller - Aurora Sports Hall of Fame,
Lyle (Lee) Green - Aurora Diggers Girls Softball

Association, Deb Finniear - Special Olympics
Ontario.
Recently, I was happy to have the opportunity to
visit the Grade 12 politics class at St. Maximillian
Kolbe Catholic High School. It was a great visit
with the students who participated in an engaging
discussion and had many great questions about
government and politics. I was impressed with
all the students who were very well informed and
knew their stuff !
On November 15, I was pleased to attend the
annual Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business
Excellence Awards. It was a great evening
recognizing and supporting our local businesses
who contribute to a strong local economy.
Congratulations to each of the 2018 Business
Excellence Award nominees and finalists.
This past week, Central York Fire Services lost
a member and dear friend. Firefighter Mike Scott
passed away and I want to express my deepest
sympathies to his family and to all members of
Central York Fire Services.
As a reminder, you can reach out to my
Constituency Office and my staff at any time.
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you
require information or assistance on any Federal
matters. We are located at 16600 Bayview Avenue,
Suite 202. You can reach us at Tel: 905-953-7515
or by email at kyle.peterson@parl.gc.ca

Young hockey players learn business strategy
through fundraiser
From page 2

“I am a mom of three boys, so it seemed
unconventional for a parent of just boys to expect boys
to be eager to craft, especially at the age of 12,” says
Ms. Savage. “But, I thought it would be a really fun
idea for the boys to take that $20 from their parents
and turn it into something more and, at the same time,
learn business skills, marketing, advertising, selling
themselves, and learn ultimately what it is like to work
hard, take the money you worked hard with, and give
it to those who are really less fortunate.”
17 boys descended on her house to brainstorm
ideas on what they could make. They looked for things
that could be made with everyday affordable items,
looking to a few internet hacks along the way. In the

process, they talked about what it takes to make a great
salesperson and bring all of their strengths together to
make the sale a success.
“Perhaps there were some parent eyerolls – and my
own husband had numerous eyerolls in the house, like,
‘You think all these kids are going to want to make
crafts – but, for the most part, all the parents we heard
from were eager to get the kids involved in something,”
says Ms. Savage. “The boys were absolutely thrilled
[with the results]. Not one boy griped about making
crafts. They were hesitant about being creative, but it
all turned into such a great learning experience and
such a valuable experience to have the kids actually
take that small investment and turn it into so much
more.”
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YOU OUGHT
TO KNOW

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30
The Newmarket Citizen’ Band will present its winter concert – Comfort & Joy – tonight
at Newmarket’s Old Town Hall. Special guests include the York Harmony Chorus. Tickets
are $15. Children 12 and under are free. Tickets available at the door or by email at info@
newmarketcitizensband.ca.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1
Northridge Community Church will host the 28th annual Santa Shuffle today beginning at
10 a.m. at the church located at 15338 Leslie Street. The Santa Shuffle is a 5km Fun-Run and
1km Elf Walk for all ages and skill levels. Participants fundraise throughout the season to make a
difference in their community. On event day, participants are encouraged to wear their funkiest
festive running attire for a day of laughter and fun. After the event, each participant is rewarded
a finisher medal to celebrate their accomplishment. For more information, visit buff.ly/2P278uc.
****
Light of Christ Catholic Elementary School will host its annual Christmas Bazaar today from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Great gifts and stocking stuffers from over 40 local vendors and artisans featuring:
jewelry, health and beauty products, kitchen items, holiday decor, apparel and more. Many raffle
prizes offered up by the vendors including a TSN Prize Pack, and a chance to win a door prize
of a Family Night out to the Movies just for coming by! Also offering pictures with Santa from 10
a.m. to 12 noon. Full list of vendors available on our Twitter account: @LOC_YCDSB
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
A Family Christmas at Hillary House. Drop in between 1 pm and 4 pm or stay for the
afternoon to enjoy a visit with Santa, music, carols, refreshments, a children’s craft, shop in the
gift shop, and tour a decorated historic doctor’s home and practice where Aurora’s first health
care professionals treated local residents for 100 years. Help support Aurora’s National Historic
Site! $5 per adult, $3 per child. 15372 Yonge Street, Aurora, 905 727-8991  www.aurorahs.com.
****
Ring in the Season with the Encore Chorus of York Region and guest musicians
“EmBellished” on Sunday, December 2, beginning at 2:30 p.m. at Sharon Hope United Church,
18648 Leslie St. in Sharon. Usher in the spirit of Christmas by enjoying familiar and new seasonal
music, and join in traditional carol singing with the 58-voice choir. Encore, and its conductor Dee
Lawrence and accompanist George Vandikas, will be joined by a handbell ensemble from Aurora
United Church directed by Lisa Kyriades, and will also feature Todd Wright and Pat Mannion on
trumpet. Tickets are $18 for adults, and $15 for seniors/students, and can be reserved by calling
905 722 6535, or can be purchased at the door. To learn more about Encore Chorus, visit their
website at encoreyr.wixsite.com/choir.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
EVERGREEN CHOIR -- On Saturday, December 8, in the West McKenzie Room of the
Aurora Seniors Centre, 90 John West Way, Aurora, the ASA Evergreen Choir presents “Fanfare
for Christmas”. This will be the Evergreen’s first concert with our new director Dan W. Lenz, so
a “lively bursting of trumpets” to announce the both occasions seems rather appropriate. We are
all rather excited, all the more as we still have our accompanist, Hadara Jacoby to play for us.
Tickets are now available at the reception desk at the same price as before - $5.00, with children
under 12 free, but needing a ticket. The concert starts again at our new time – 1.30 pm. There will
be an intermission and refreshments. If you have any questions you can call the reception desk at
905-726-4767.Come join us for song and celebration.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French language conversation group will take place
this afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free
group welcomes adults (from francophone to beginners) looking to put their French-language
conversation skills into action. Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged to share their
French language skills with less strong speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.
****
MUSICAL CHRISTMAS – A Musical Christmas at Hillary House with Ellen Meyer,
celebrated pianist. Drop in between 1pm and 4pm or stay for the afternoon to enjoy music,
some carols, refreshments, shop in the gift shop, and tour a decorated historic doctor’s home and
practice where Aurora’s first health care professionals treated local residents for 100 years. Help
support Aurora’s National Historic Site! $7.00 per adult, $3.00 per child.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
The Aurora United Church Chancel Choir & Handbell Ensembles will host their Annual
Christmas Concert at 4 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. at Trinity Anglican Church (79 Victoria Street). For
more information, contact 905-727-1935x21.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French language conversation group will take place
this afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free
group welcomes adults (from francophone to beginners) looking to put their French-language
conversation skills into action. Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged to share their
French language skills with less strong speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

SHARED OFFICE TO RENT

Freelance Reporter

Why pay high overheads!

PRIME LOCATION ON
MAIN STREET IN SHELBURNE

for Local Community Newspaper
Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter
with a passion for community news.
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness
to cover local community events and issues.

Auroran
Classifieds
905-727-3300
ext. 102

Suit accountant/realtor/lawyer etc.
Share with media company
Clean, Renovated Office
Rent includes all utilities

Call
519-925-2832 or 519-216-1021

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

Barber or Stylist wanted

• Freelance reporting work for weekly
community newspapers and special projects

for full time position
905-727-6212, ask for Alfred
In Aurora Shopping Centre Plaza (next to No Frills)

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover
• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Take photographs
• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle
• Reporting experience an asset
• An interest in local issues is a necessity,
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Let’s Talk.
Interested and qualified
candidates should forward
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

AURORA CONDO FOR SALE

PROPERTY FOR RENT

AURORA CONDO FOR SALE in
central location. One bedroom plus den.
High end, high security. 10’ ceilings, pool,
concierge, underground parking, mail room,
party room, media room, kitchen and large
dining room. Guest Suite. Exercise room
with male and female showers/saunas.
Property backs onto Arboretum with walking
trails - front Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park.
PTS: $499,900. Leave message for Linda
289-221- 5323. By appointment only.

FARM AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
2 BEDROOM HOUSE WITH
10 ACRES, Barn 55x60, Arena
50x110. 7 stalls, fenced paddocks
& pasture. 255600
- 9th Line,
Amaranth. Near Shelburne, Hway 89
& 9th line. For more info call or text
Ajeet Sran @ 905 872 1700.

CARPET
I have 1000’s
of yards of new
100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom
& hall for as little as
$389.00
(includes carpet, pad & install)

Call Steve

877.759.8179

carpetdeals.ca

Breathe New Life
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically!
LPs and 45s,get rid of
the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a
chance, details:
spin2live@yahoo.com
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?

?

So many
real estate
questions?

Should we buy?
Should we sell?
Is our timing right?
Trade up? Trade down?

Country living? City living?
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes?

Bungalow? Multilevel?

Down payment amount?
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability?
Good Area? Poor area?
Amenities? Schools?

NEED ANSWERS?
Call Sean for a complimentary consultation
and get your questions answered

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com
Proud to have been helping Aurora residents
with their Real Estate needs for 24 Years

Sean Herbinson

Broker

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972 e: sean@seanherbinson.com
Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract.
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