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Women throughout history spent Mother’s Day weekend stating their case before The Goddess. For a Who’s Who in the Temple, please see Page 10.
										 		
Auroran photos by Brock Weir

All are worthy in The Temple of Fame
dozen remarkable women, representing
millennia of remarkable achievements,
and each brought to life by local actors,
All are worthy of claiming their place this past weekend as the Aurora Museum
in history.
& Archives re-staged The Temple of
That was the message brought Fame to mark its 100th anniversary.
home to Aurora audiences by over two
The stage was set at Trinity Anglican
By Brock Weir

Bill
Bill
Siarkas
Siarkas

Church as women ranging from Helen
of Troy (Cerys Ford) to Elsie McGill
(Sara Weiss), from Mary, Queen of Scots
(Sonetta Duncan) to Mother Teresa
(Najma Kausar) each came before the
Goddess (Alison Collins-Mrakas) to state

416.727.4159
416.727.4159

For all Your Real
Estate
For All Needs...
Your Real Estate
Call
Today!
Needs...
Call Today!

Continued on page 10

Ontario Votes 2018: Wynne hits both of Aurora’s ridings in first
week of campaign

info@SiarkasSellsHomes.com
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"Serving
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By Brock Weir

Liberal leader Kathleen Wynne speaks with patient Brian Gould at the Stronach Regional
Cancer Centre on Thursday afternoon. It was the second of two stops Wynne made in
Aurora’s two ridings the first week of the campaign. For full election coverage, see Pages
12 – 15. 							
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

aurora’s top
sales producer

The Provincial Election is well
underway and party leaders looking to
fill Ontario’s top job are criss-crossing the
province looking for your votes.
In the first week of the campaign,
Liberal leader Kathleen Wynne hit both
of Aurora’s ridings meeting with local
candidates, supporters, and members of
the health care sector.
The second official day of the

Sales Representative

#1 Individual in Aurora*
Top 1% in Canada**
Dir: 416-618-1714
www.monicastohr.com

14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

Continued on page 12

14799 Yonge Street

*based on gross commission for Royal LePage YCR 2017 Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1
**based on gross commission for Royal LePage Canada 2017

VALUE HERE! 2300SF! 4 BR! POOL & MORE!

BRADFORD BEAUTY! OASIS BACKYARD W/POOL!

*

lenard lind, broker of record
Service with Professionalism

905-841-0000
lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com
15105 Yonge Street
suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3
(2 Blocks south of Wellington
on the East Side)

hallmarklindrealty.com
ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

*Based on
IMS Statistics,
Aurora Offices

Nicely updated & upgraded “open concept” home!
Hardwood floors! Modern kitchen w/granite
counters! Spac. LR-DR combo w/cozy gas fireplace!
Big main flr office area too! 4 spacious bdrms!
Master w/w-o to balcony o/l pool! 4th bdrm loft!
Fam rm in lower level w/3pc bath & walk-up to
inviting inground pool! Shop & 2 driveways!

$678,888

Upgrades galore! Simply a knockout – shows
to perfection! Open concept plan! Soaring 9
ft. ceilings & hardwood floors! Gourmet kitchen
open to family room! Master with enticing ensuite!
Professionally finished “inlaw” suite in lower level
too! $200K+ backyard sanctuary & more!

$1,248,888
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Aurora mom develops fresh solution with “Poopsy Daisy”
By Brock Weir

There are certain advantages to
living in Australia, from the generally
warmer weather to the abundance of
sandy beaches, but, for Angela Sacco,
there was another area where the land
down under had a leg up on Canada:
taking care of baby’s business.
As a young mom raising her kids in
Australia, she became accustomed to
“nappy sacks,” disposable diaper bags
designed and scented to neutralize
odours. So, when she moved back to
Canada, Ms. Sacco decided she was
going to show Canadian moms just
what they have been missing.
The result is “Poopsy Daisy”, a
new line of lightly scented disposable
diaper bags that are biodegradable and
environmentally friendly.
Now available in boxes of 200 bags,
getting the odour-neutralizing product
to market has been a passion project for
Ms. Sacco.
“My husband is Australian and I
lived there for five years, and two of
our girls were born there,” explains Ms.
Sacco, now a mom of three to young
son Gabriel. “In Australia, the UK and
in Europe, they call them ‘nappy sacks’
and you can find them in any grocery
store or major pharmacy chain. When
we moved back here, we had two girls
in diapers at the time and couldn’t find
anything like it, so I told my husband
I was going to make my own brand.
He thought I was crazy, but I had the
name trademarked in Canada and
said I am really going to try and make
this work because I want Canadian
parents to have the same convenience I
experienced.”
It was a significant shift of gears for
Ms. Sacco, 34, who came into the project
with a background in hospitality and
tourism, but she took what she learned
in her college’s entrepreneurship class
and got down to business.
She contacted different companies

that manufactured plastic bags,
eventually sourcing manufacture to
China. She retained the services of a
trademark lawyer when the family was
still living in Sudbury, taking the long
trip to Toronto every time she needed
to advice.
“There were a lot of phone calls,
a lot of research, a lot of dealing
with shipping companies and border
consolations, but we figured it out as we
went,” says Ms. Sacco. “My husband
was there for supper and he helped me
with the financial aspect of it because
he is good with numbers – I am more
the creative.”
Admittedly, it was a huge undertaking
going up against similar competitors,
but it was a matter of educating the
consumer on why her product stands
apart. It was very important to her to
develop an environmentally friendly
option, she says.
“The very first thing my sister said
to me when I told her my idea was,
‘Why do you want to make more plastic
bags? Don’t we already have enough?,’
but I told her my intent was to [make
them] biodegradable and if it comes
to reordering them, I want to make
the next batch even more compostable
so they are even more friendly to the
environment.
“I really want Poopsy Daisy to be a
household name across the country for
people, like Kleenex. I really want that
brand recognition and I am hoping to
get into some stores, maybe some baby
stores and pharmacies so people can
access it. One year from now, I really
want to try to target the day cares within
the GTA and York Region at least and
expand from there across Canada so
they can be able to use them in daycare
centres as well.
“I am a mom of three, I have been
there, I have done the diaper changes,
and I want [moms and families] to
know there is a better way out there.
Hopefully they can try it for themselves
and they can see the difference it makes

Aurora mom Angela Sacco shows off Poopsy Daisy with her son Gabriel.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

in their households.”
200-packs of Poopsy Daisy are
available online for $5.99 per box.
Product and samples are available
online from lessmesssolutions.com or
by calling 647-325-BAGS (2247).
Different product lines are available
for different needs, from the standard
200 pack for households, to customized
boxes designed for day care centres

and public baby changing areas.
Now that Ms. Sacco is on maternity
leave with her young son, she is
redoubling her focus on getting her
product to market.
If it takes off, she hopes to develop
smaller packets of bags for moms
on the go and a further line of
environmentally friendly household
products.

TO W N O F AU R O R A
P U B L I C N OT I C E

C E L E B R AT I N G

NOTICE OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Special Council Meeting to review the findings
to date of the Stable Neighbourhood Study.
The purpose of this meeting is to allow Council to consider the comments received
to date and to provide next steps, specifically scheduling a future Public Planning
meeting.

NATIONAL
ACCESS AWARENESS
WEEK MAY 27 TO JUNE 2

The future Public Planning meeting will consider amending the Zoning By-law to
make changes to the building height, lot coverage, setbacks and requiring site plan
approval for new housing and major additions.
This is also an opportunity for residents to provide additional comments to Council
related to the Stable Neighbourhood Study.

 The event, organized by The Town of Aurora Accessibility Advisory
LOCATION:

Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers, 100 John West Way, Aurora Ontario

DATE:

Tuesday, May 29, 2018

TIME:

7 – 9 p.m.
Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1
• 905-727-1375
Refer to the aurora.ca/publicnotices
attached map

STUDY AREA:

Note: An interim control by-law (ICBL) was enacted by Council on January 2018 to
prohibit any building or structures to be built upon, enlarged or expanded beyond the
provisions and regulations of the existing Zoning By-Law for a period of 1 year. The intent of
the ICBL is to allow Staff to conduct a study to further examine the Town’s
TO W Nexisting
O F AUpolicy,
RORA
zoning provisions and a review of the best practices undertaken by other municipalities.
P U B L I C N OT I C E
Any inquiries should be directed to Planning and Development Services at 905-727-3123
extension 4226, Monday to Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. Comments may also be
mailed to the Planning and Development Services department at the same address or emailed to
planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting.
To stay updated please visit aurora.ca/stableneighbourhoodstudy.
DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 17th day of May, 2018.

Committee, presents a variety of activities for staff and the
community to enjoy and experience as we celebrate National
Access Awareness Week!

Taking place at Aurora Town Hall:
 ACCESSIBILITY INFORMATION FAIR

Tuesday, May 29 to Thursday, May 31 • 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 COMMUNITY MEET AND GREET

Accessibility Advisory Committee and other participating agencies
Wednesday, May 30 • 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

 HISTORICAL MUSEUM DISPLAY (All week)

Monday, May 28 to Friday, June 1

 For more information
Please contact 905-727-3123 ext. 4212
or email accessibility@aurora.ca
Aurora Town Hall • 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375
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Assault charges against Steve Hinder withdrawn by Court
By Brock Weir

Aggravated assault charges levelled
against Magna’s Steve Hinder last month
were withdrawn by the Court on Tuesday
morning with the Crown concluding
there were no grounds.
Mr. Hinder, a former Aurora councillor
and current manager of Magna’s
Neighbourhood Network, was charged
with aggravated assault on April 10 in
the midst of a long-running Civil case
brought against him by local business
owner Anthony Pullano, a Council
candidate in the 2014 municipal election.
The ongoing Civil matter has been
working its way through the courts since
February of 2015.
In his $5 million Civil lawsuit against
Mr. Hinder, Mr. Pullano alleges that on
the evening of March 20, 2014, he was
confronted by Mr. Hinder at a political
event for Newmarket Councillor Jane

Twinney, who was acclaimed that evening
as the riding’s Progressive Conservative
candidate in the 2014 Provincial Election.
He alleges Mr. Hinder approached
him at the event and struck him on the
chest with his fist where his Implantable
Cardioverter Defibrillator (ICD) is
located. As a result, Mr. Pullano alleges he
suffered injuries and damages, including
going the next day to Southlake Regional
Health Centre “to deal with the pain and
discomfort” near the ICD “as a result of
the assault.”
An infection resulted, he goes on to
claim, leading to a “deterioration” in
health including “loss of heart function,
loss of sexual function, a loss of right
hand function, and chronic pain and
inflammation in his right hand and/or
right arm.”
Mr. Hinder has strongly denied the
claims from the outset and the claims
have not been proven in court.
In his defence, lawyers for Mr. Hinder

Advertorial

Trigeminal
Neuralgia

New Approach Delivers
Remarkable Results
Trigeminal neuralgia is a neuropathic
disorder of the trigeminal nerve that
causes episodes of intense pain in the eyes,
lips, nose, scalp, forehead, and jaw, with
the majority of cases being unilateral.
Trigeminal neuralgia can be a challenging
painful condition to treat and/or manage.
This lancinating pain is typically in
the distribution of the second and third
divisions of the trigeminal nerve and can
be triggered by facial movement, cold
temperature, talking, oral/dental surgery,
viruses and other common activities.6The
syndrome presents as classic episodes of
shooting pain in areas of the face. The
disorder is frequently associated with
gradual worsening of the pain pattern
and shortening of pain-free intervals.
You may find that your pain or stiffness
affects your work and personal life or
other activities. You go to the drug store
or to your doctor and get pills to help
relieve your pain. But you find the pain
keeps returning. Alternatively, the doctor
may refer you to a specialist who may tell
you that surgery is needed or is an option
for you.
However, many people are hesitant to
have surgery given its invasive nature. It is
important to know that although surgery
is sometimes necessary, it is considered a
last resort in most cases.
Also, you may have heard that there
are serious health risks associated with
chronic use (or overuse) of pain pills or
anti-inflammatory drugs that include
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.
There is a new, natural, safe and highly

effective approach that has helped many
sufferers improve their lives dramatically:
Laser therapy uses light to favor and
accelerate the body’s natural healing
processes. The innovative Multiwave
Locked System (MLS) Laser produces
a safe, efficient and simultaneous effect
on pain, inflammation, swelling and
water retention, exceeding the limits
of traditional LLLT (Low power) and
concerns of HP (High power) laser
therapy. The clinical efficacy of laser
therapy in the treatment of trigeminal
neuralgia is well established in many
studies.

say he was indeed at Ms. Twinney’s event,
but he merely approached Mr. Pullano,
shook his hand, asked him who he was
supporting that evening, and “ceased
interacting with the plaintiff.”
As such, Mr. Hinder subsequently
launched a $1 million counterclaim
against Mr. Pullano – $500,000 for
general damages for libel, and a further
$500,000 for punitive and aggravated
damages – and a permanent injunction
restraining Mr. Pullano for “directly or
indirectly” spreading what they allege
are false statements against Mr. Hinder.
The counterclaim cites upwards of 40
Tweets and other social media posts
made by Pullano describing Hinder as a
“racist, a “bully”, a “thug”, a “cheater” ,
claiming that he had engaged in “smear
campaigns” against candidates, all of
which is denied in the counterclaim.
“Mr. Hinder pleads that the statements
made by Pullano were made with malice,
with the intention of harming Mr. Hinder,
his reputation and his professional
associations,” reads the claim. “Pullano
has acted irresponsibly and negligently.”
It is alleged Mr. Pullano “instigated a
campaign” to malign Hinder’s reputation
and to have him removed from a number
of community boards on which he sits, or
with which he is affiliated.
In the meantime, however, Mr.
Pullano’s claims against Mr. Hinder
jumped from the Civil court to Criminal
court earlier this spring after Mr. Pullano
filed a pre-enquete motion, which
brought the matter before a Justice of
the Peace to determine whether charges
should be laid against an individual
following a private complaint.
As such, Mr. Hinder was charged with
Aggravated Assault and the case was
held over to give both the Crown and
the Defence an opportunity to review the
relevant material.
The results of that review were made
clear on Tuesday morning and the
charges ultimately withdrawn.
“I have reviewed the matter,” the
Crown told the court, noting that this
review included “private information”
from Mr. Pullano.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve the
results you deserve! Call (905) 773-2225 to
book your FREE consultation and examination at
King West Wellness Centre 141 King Rd., Unit
10, Richmond Hill (In the Home Hardware
Plaza)

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted
legal advice since 1983

IS ALL THE CARE FOR YOUR OLDER
LOVED ONE ON YOUR SHOULDERS?
How can I care for my aging loved one now –
or, in the future?
It takes so much time! …and, so much worry!
…and, so much to do! HELP!
WE CAN HELP YOU AT AN AFFORDABLE COST!

What does this mean for you?
Our patients have reported a 90-95%
relief of their symptoms, more mobility,
increased flexibility and vastly improved
function!
It is the very latest in medical technology,
with years of clinical studies supporting its
safety and efficacy and we are very proud
to offer our patients effective solutions to
their recent or chronic conditions.
“This new, natural, safe and highly
effective approach has helped many
sufferers improve
their lives
dramatically”.

“For the record, in the course of the
review, it became apparent that this
matter had also been reported to the York
Regional Police,” the Crown continued.
“The York Regional Police did a complete
investigation. They consulted with the
Crown, that is to say one of my colleagues.
The conclusion of that investigation and
that consultation was that there were not
sufficient grounds to arrest Mr. Hinder for
either aggravated assault or assault. I have
reviewed that entire investigation again
with the assistance of the officer in charge.
I agree with the original conclusion.
“I have also reviewed the material that
is before the court along with this private
information. On the basis of the entire
review, Your Honour, I have come to the
conclusion that there is no reasonable
prospect of conviction in this case on
the charge before the court or included
offences. Accordingly, I am asking that
the charge before the court be marked
withdrawn.”

“I cannot say enough about LAS.I would
recommend it to anyone who needs care
for their elderly loved ones.” B.J.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Care at home and in other residential settings
Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
RN supervised
Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s,
Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care etc.
Personal care: hygiene, bathing, dressing & laundry
Meal planning and preparation
Light housekeeping; Escorting to appointments
Joyful companionship and much more

18 years of the best care for seniors

www.laservices.ca
Please contact Brian Porter, Director and Owner of Living Assistance Services (LAS),
for advice and care at home at 416.483.0070 (office)
905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@laservices.ca
華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang 華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Machell’s Corners

Councillors need to
take responsibility for
JOC budget
I’ve been following with some dismay
the deliberations/post mortem of the
Aurora Town Council regarding the
fiasco surrounding the construction
of the JOC. At least $2,000,000 over
budget.
The April 19 Auroran story covered
what appears to have been a lengthy
discussion of the recently completed
audit, which was highly critical of the
entire project and how it was managed.
The subject was addressed again by
The Auroran in the May 10 issue.
As I read it, and quite frankly, it
was rather obvious not long after
construction began, the project was
over budget almost from day one.
In an effort to cover up the fact it
was decided to remove +$2,000,000
in budgeted and likely quite necessary
work so it could be said the project was
“on budget.”
Now, who was responsible for all of
this?
To read the two Auroran accounts of
Council’s discussions, the Council had
absolutely nothing to do with it.
Speaker after speaker spoke in a
somewhat detached manner as if
some mysterious outside power had
mismanaged and covered up.
In addition, they were all ever so
grateful, even if somewhat distraught,
to learn about this and would certainly
seek ways to prevent such an occurrence
in the future.
Unbelievable, not the slightest
indication of taking responsibility.
If the Council members are not
prepared to take responsibility, then I
certainly hope Aurora voters take this
into account come November and think
long and hard before voting for any
incumbent who chooses to run again,
whether for a seat on council or for
Mayor.
John Sullivan
Aurora

A thank you for a
good deed
This is to a very good man passing
our driveway seeing us trying get a
pathway through the ice the morning
after the ice storm, plus the three-foot
wall of ice across the bottom.
He stopped and with his pickup and
blade cleared the wall out for us and
drove away.
We, both my wife and I, would like to
thank him so very much as he just sped
away so quickly, so thanks again.
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Don and Kay Greenham
Aurora
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To submit a letter to the editor,
please send your email to
letters@auroran.com
Deadline for submissions
is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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Going to the Chapel
Ripped off.
That’s the feeling I often had growing
up as a young monarchist.
After all, I arrived on the scene in
1985, four years after the Prince of
Wales walked down the aisle of St. Paul’s
Cathedral with Lady Diana Spencer.
Although I did have some time under
my belt by the time the Duke of York
did the same in Westminster Abbey with
Sarah Ferguson, as I was almost exactly
six months old at the time, needless to
say I have no recollection of it.
So, as my interest in our royal family
took root, I felt like I missed the party.
This particular youngster cursed the
fact he was too late to experience the
real time excitement, the street parties,
the in-school commemorative coins that
were handed out during the Queen’s
Silver Jubilee celebrations eight years
before my arrival, and all that went
hand in hand with the hoopla leading
up to those two ill-fated 80s weddings.
I hit something of a jackpot when I
was eight or nine when I found a dusty
VHS of Prince Andrew and Sarah’s
nuptials hidden away in the back of a
cupboard labelled “Andrew and Fergie
1986” and, as soon as it was in my
hands, I wasted no time shoving it into
the VCR.
But, really, it was nothing more than
a second-hand thrill – and, truth be
told, by the time I found the tape, the
marriage in question, as we all know,
had already gone spectacularly and
publicly wrong.
My time to shine, however, came in
1999.
Gearing up for my final year of
Grade 8 – that seemed like a big deal
at the time – my anticipation of high
school ultimately had to take a back
seat to Royal Wedding fever.
Prince Edward announced his
engagement to Sophie Rhys-Jones, now
the Earl and Countess of Wessex, and
wasted no time going into this head long
and immersing myself into every single
aspect of the proceedings, collecting
newspapers, reading the multitude
of books about the subject, and even
keeping an in-class countdown going,
which really made me a hit with my
classmates. (Spoiler: It did not)
Yet, at this point I didn’t care. I had
waited my entire 14 years for “my” time
to come, and it ultimately did – followed
in relatively short order by further Royal

BROCK’S
BANTER
Brock Weir

Visits to Canada, the Queen’s Golden
Jubilee in 2002 and the subsequent
Diamond Jubilee in 2012.
It may have taken me 27 years, but
by the time the Queen marked her 60th
anniversary on the throne that year, I
felt like I was finally all caught up.
Now, much of the world appears
to be going through the same bout
of excitement, a bout of excitement I
imagine came very close to what used to
be called “the vapours,” over the Royal
Wedding set to take place this Saturday
at Windsor between Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle.
Over the past week or so, rarely a
day has gone by without some tidbit
of information coming out about
the ceremony to fuel the public’s
imagination, from the cake details,
where the bride and groom will be
staying the night before the wedding,
who is and who isn’t on the guest list,
and the kids that will come to make up
the bridal party.
So much, so standard – but this
wedding seems to be anything but.
I think it’s a generational thing: as
interested as I am in the Royal Wedding
– and I am, really, trust me – I find it
hard to muster the same amount of
enthusiasm I had for this one, and the
last one between the Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge, as I did for the one
Royal Wedding I experienced and the
two previous close calls. They’re my
contemporaries, so maybe that lustre
just isn’t the same, but this is a very
different royal wedding.
And it was clear – even before the
official outset – that this was going to
be a Royal Wedding not quite like any
other.
Prior to the engagement itself, when
Ms. Markle’s name was known to few
outside of her professional career and
gossipy mentions about a budding
relationship with Prince Harry that
may or may not have been anything but
speculation, any doubt was removed
with a pointed message released
on the Prince’s behalf, addressing
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fevered speculation, with some of it
focused around his girlfriend’s African
American heritage.
“His girlfriend, Meghan Markle,
has been subject to a wave of abuse
and harassment,” said the Kensington
Palace statement dated November
8, 2016. “Some of this has been very
public – the smear on the front page
of a national newspaper, the racial
undertones of comment pieces; the
outright sexism and racism of social
media trolls and web article comments.
Some of it has been hidden from the
public – the nightly legal battles to
keep defamatory stories out of papers;
her mother having to struggle past
photographers in order to get to her
front door; the attempts of reporters
and photographers to gain illegal entry
to her home…”
And on and on it went.
Since then, we have seen a couple
continue to weather the storm of
intense public scrutiny, working to
strike the balance between personal
and professional in their public
lives, weathering storms created by
unfortunate familial hangers-on, and,
most importantly, turning an otherwise
routine Royal Wedding – well, as
routine as far as these things can
possibly be – into a very personal affair
with offshoot benefits to the people
and causes that are very close to their
hearts: the Children’s HIV Association,
the Crisis homelessness charity, the
Myna Mahlia Foundation for women’s
empowerment in Mumbai, charities for
bereaved children of servicepersons in
the Armed Forces, charities that use
sport to empower young people, and
various causes with an environmental
focus.
Over the years, Prince Harry has
shown himself to have a passion and
commitment for the causes closest to
his heart, with no hesitation to speak
out on the issues that matter to him.
This same sense of commitment has
been evident in Meghan Markle over
the past two years, and going back even
further in her own career.
Together, this seems almost like
unchartered territory and I am excited
to see the impact these two will have both
on the Monarchy and Commonwealth,
but also the world as a whole.
That, in itself, might be lustre
enough.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors
and letter writers are not necessarily those of The
Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number,
although number will not be published, and be limited
to 600 words. Letters may be edited or refused. All
contents protected by copyright.
ADVERTISING POLICY
Publisher is not liable for slight changes or
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of an
advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the
attention of the publisher prior to the following edition.
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On May 23, 1893, a cyclone
ripped through Aurora, causing
damage to numerous buildings.
The 100-foot spire of the old
United (then Methodist) Church
lay on Tyler Street, as seen in the
photo (84.9.3). The cyclone
seriously injured James Reynolds,
whose horse and rig were thrown
across Yonge Street. It would
continue to move eastward
and lift the steeple off the
Presbyterian Church.

The Jewel in the Crown

Petch House is in the news again.
It’s certainly had an interesting
history.
It was apparently built by a onelegged sailor from Yorkshire, and it’s
one of the oldest buildings in the area.
Over the years it’s been home to both
founding members of the community
(through the 1800s), and a variety of
Aurora’s wildlife. The latter occupants
were primarily through the early 2000s
when the building was moved from its
original site to a temporary location on
Leslie.
While the critters flourished for ten
years amongst the slowly decaying
structure, debates raged on about what
to do with it.
Should it be preserved? Where would
it be moved to? What would it be used
for?
After much discussion, the first two
of those questions were answered. The
house was preserved, and it was set up
near the Seniors’ Centre.
This second move elevated Petch
House’s status from not only being one
of the oldest buildings in the area, but
also one of the most well-travelled.
The final result did not come easily.
It took a lot of hours of planning, a lot
of physical labour, and a lot of money almost $120,000 - to get it to that stage.
But in the end the building looked
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the spotlight again.
One that’s being seriously considered
that caught my attention is to use it as a
storage building.
That’s right; the Town will have
invested hundreds of hours of debate
and study over almost 15 years, not to
mention $120,000, to turn a 170-yearold building into a glorified shed,
something that one could order in the
same size from a home renovation store
for less than a tenth of what the Town
has poured so far in the original.
Council has asked staff to provide yet
more reports detailing what additional
funding it might take to retrofit Petch
House to be a wedding venue, or
something more than just a roof over
the Town’s out of season Christmas
decorations, or whatever storage we
apparently desperately need.
I’m not excited about spending even
more money on this structure, but we’ve
come this far, so if it’s within reason,
we owe it to our Town’s history, and all
those who have put so much into this
project, to invest a bit more to make this
building live up to its potential.
Better that Petch House be the jewel
in Aurora’s crown, not the box the
crown is stored in.

great. Maybe not quite like the original
version, but a close facsimile. Some
described it as the new jewel in Aurora’s
crown.
The only thing not sorted out was the
answer to the question of what purpose
it would serve.
Various ideas were floated; wedding
venue, tourist information centre, tea
room, daycare, and Sports Hall of Fame,
amongst others. Implementation of
any of these was hampered at the time
by the unfortunate lack of plumbing,
electricity, flooring and proper climate
control.
I guess these were considered outof-budget extras, and shows that
Aurora was well versed in not including
everything in project budgets well
before the more recent example of the
Joint Operations Centre.
Four years later, Petch House still
looks good, but continues to suffer
from a lack of users, not to mention
plumbing and other infrastructure, so a
whole new bunch of ideas have come
forward on what to do with it. Actually,
Feel free to e-mail Scott at: machellscorners@
they’re all pretty much the same old
ideas as last time, but at least they’re in gmail.com

NEXT GENERATION VENDOR

The first two weeks of the Farmers’
Market have gone well as people became
familiar with our new layout. So far, the
response has been very positive from
shoppers and vendors alike.
Many of our regular, full time vendors
are already there, but as usual, some of
our farmers will arrive a bit later in the
spring when they have more produce
available. I did receive a newsletter
from Willowtree Farm that they now
have asparagus and rhubarb ready, so
you can expect to see those two popular
crops at the Market any day. After that,
more and more produce will begin to
appear as the season progresses.
This year we have several new
vendors for you to meet. The first one
I want to tell you about is actually the
granddaughter of a much-loved former
vendor, Attilio Caschera, who produced
and sold his olive oil at our Market and
others.
Maia was inspired by her late
grandfather and began on her own
journey to create a brand of delicious
meals to promote wellness in a
convenient and accessible way.
Maia grew up in a family of
entrepreneurs who owned businesses
including flower shops and pasta shops,
as well as producing packaged frozen
food for large retail stores. All of this
combined to spark in Maia a passion
for the food industry. She has previously
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worked in restaurants as hostess and a
frontline employee, but found that it
wasn’t for her. Following in her mother’s
footsteps, she was motivated to start her
own company, selling pre-packaged
meals with healthy grains and legumes
and its own unique blend of herbs and
spices.
Maia’s vision was for a company
that provided customers with healthy,
flavourful food at an affordable price.
Her inspiration developed out of her
relationship with her mother. While
growing up, Maia spent lots of time
cooking alongside her mom and, as she
grew older, she took over most of the
cooking. The motivation for each dish
arises from Maia’s love of food. She
visits restaurants specializing in different
cuisines, discovers a dish she loves, and
tries it at home using healthier and
more affordable alternatives. She loves
testing different flavor combinations to
see how they bring a unique twist and
flavor profile to her creations.
When not in the kitchen, Maia
is a student at the University of
Toronto, majoring in Philosophy and
Anthropology. She is also a RYT 300
yoga teacher. Maia is both passionate

and dedicated to providing her students
with an environment in which they can
connect the mind and body through
yoga, building both mental and
physical strength, and reaching their
full potential collectively in class.
“Maia’s World of Flavour” aims
to provide you with the healthiest of
organic grains and legumes as well as
authentic Italian food products. Each
product from the pasta sauces is made
from her family’s recipes, her risotto
packages and even the olives have their
own unique herb and spice blends that
invite you to “travel the world through
taste”. Everything is packaged with an
abundance of love and health in mind.
Please visit Maia’s booth in the
park. She will be happy to describe her
ingredients and recommend how best
to prepare her packaged meals. I have
already tried a number of her products
which has served to whet my appetite to
try more!
Please join us on Saturday, May 26
for our first Special Event, our GRAND
OPENING. We will have an awesome
band playing, The Therapy Seekers,
some amazing door prizes as well as a
few surprises. There will be some short
speeches by local dignitaries at 11 and
lots of fun activities, including the usual
arts and crafts for children. We hope
that you will join us.
See you at the Market!

Jacqueline Stuart

“The worst
place inside the
corporation”
Head of rail! May 16, 1853 must
have been an exciting day in town when
Ontario’s first “revenue” railway train,
carrying fare-paying passengers and
freight, arrived in Aurora from Toronto.
You can read about it on the plaque in
the tiny parkette at the station. Then have
a seat on a bench and look over at the
building on the north side of Wellington,
hard up against the east side of the tracks.
It was hoped that the railway would
be a boon to local business and thus to
the village as a whole. Landowners on
the north and south sides of Wellington
Street between the railway and Yonge
Street subdivided their properties into
village building lots in anticipation of a
growth in population.
Among the early purchasers on the
north side was John Kirsopp, a farmer.
He was not going to farm on his new
property: it was only half an acre in size
(one fifth of a hectare) and was closely
bordered on the west by the railway tracks
and on the south by Wellington Street.
On this site he erected the Railroad
Hotel, which he would own for twenty
years although it was often managed by
others.
The hotel’s main entrance was on
the west side, just steps from the tracks,
and its outline can still be seen. A second
floor gallery, long gone, ran the length
of the same side. Anyone old enough to
remember the terrifying thrill of being
enveloped in a cloud of steam from a
pre-diesel railway engine might wonder
who would want to sit on that balcony,
but it was by no means unique among
rail-side hotels.
Who stayed at a hotel like this?
Commercial travellers were a prime
source of revenue for small station hotels:
think of the opening scene of the film
“The Music Man” in which the travelling
salesmen talk to the beat of the clicketyclack of the train on the track.
There were three further owners of the
Railroad Hotel following Mr. Kirsopp.
The third was Frank Button, who bought
the property in 1881.
Mr. Button’s wife, Dinah, died
suddenly in 1887, aged only forty-eight,
and this loss may have hastened his
decline and fall. He was already suffering
financial problems and his mortgage was
in default.
There were also problems with the
law, which came to a head about a year
after Mrs. Button’s death. Frank Button
was found guilty of selling whisky
without a licence. He could not pay the
fine and would have gone to jail had a
son not paid for his freedom. The editor
of the local paper commented: “It seems
somewhat strange that this den at the east
end cannot be shut up. It is without doubt
the worst place inside the corporation.”
The hotel was sold after nine years
in Button ownership. Although the next
owner dutifully applied for a liquor
licence, it was denied. The Railway Hotel
became a boarding house, and later a
private home, and for a long time now
has accommodated small businesses. Still,
its sturdy, well maintained, and perfectly
respectable presence takes us back to
an important moment in Aurora’s, and
Ontario’s, history.
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Queen’s York Rangers to receive permanent honour at Town Park
Graves Simcoe Armoury on Industrial
Parkway South, formerly the home of
Aurora Hydro. At the time of the historic
The Queen’s York Rangers regiment’s Armoury’s closure, he said, it was the
time at Town Park might now be just a longest-serving active Armoury in Canada,
memory, but it is a memory that is now a testament to its place as an “important
ensured to live on for many generations to gathering place and community hub” in
come.
Aurora’s history.
Last week, Council voted to rename the
The Mayor’s motion, which was
path that bisects the historic downtown approved unanimously by Council, called
green space “Queen’s York Rangers Lane” on staff to investigate naming the pathway
in honour of the reserve regiment that from Wells Street to Larmont Street in
called the historic Aurora Armoury on the honour of the Regiment and for the
park’s northeast corner home for well over old Armoury to be given the honourary
a century – from the 1870s until 2012.
address of 1 Queen’s York Rangers Lane.
The move came at the suggestion of
“We were discussing some other way to
Mayor Geoff Dawe who put forward a acknowledge the presence of the Queen’s
motion after consultation with Regimental York Rangers with the change of purpose
leaders.
for the Armoury,” said Mayor Dawe on
In his motion, Mayor Dawe underscored talks with Honourary Colonel Darrell
the historical significance of the Regiment, Bricker on the Armoury’s transformation
which is now based at the Lt. Gov. John into a campus for Niagara College’s

Soil • Mulch

picamix.ca

888-742-2649

Stone • Firewood

By Brock Weir

A plaque outside the Aurora Armoury is one of the only reminders of the building’s storied
history – at least for now. But that is about to change.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Canadian Food & Wine Institute.
“We originally came up with a street
naming concept [but] given there are no
real streets coming up, especially in short
order with respect to naming opportunities,
I bounced the idea off the Colonel of
calling the pathway through Town Park as
Queen’s York Rangers Lane. He felt that
was quite appropriate, certainly given the
proximity to the Old Armoury. There is
an incredible tie-in between the Queen’s
York Rangers, the Armoury, Town Park
and even Niagara College, so I think it
would be a great fit and I would certainly
appreciate my colleagues’ support on this.”
That support came very quickly, with
Councillor Wendy Gaertner calling it a
“great idea.”
“I do think we have to honour the
Queen’s York Rangers and everything
they have meant to our Town for so many
years,” she said.
Councillor Harold Kim added such a
move would help remind people of the
area’s ties to the regiment.
“Given that we were going through the
process of [branding the Armoury], one
of the suggestions for one of the logos was

to remember the history of the Armoury
and its prior usage,” said Councillor Kim.
“Certainly the naming of this name would
help rekindle some of the people’s memory
of what the Armoury is or was.”
Also throwing in his support was
Councillor Michael Thompson who
said that once the naming was formally
approved, an official event surrounding
the naming should be considered. This
idea received the support of Councillor
Sandra Humfryes who suggested such
a ceremony would be a good fit with the
Aurora Farmers’ Market, which is now
largely configured around the laneway in
question.
“This is another great opportunity to
honour the Queen’s York Rangers,” said
Councillor Jeff Thom, who seconded
Mayor Dawe’s motion. “They make up the
fabric of Aurora, and this is a great idea.
When the Mayor came to me, I thought
it was a great idea and I think this is a
really nice way to honour Aurora’s reserve
regiment.”
Councillor Tom Mrakas said it was a
great idea as well, adding: “I look forward to
walking on Queen’s York Rangers Lane.”

Planning to move outside of the GTA…Across Country…Anywhere in the World?
Call us today! We will connect you with top agents to assist you anywhere…globally!
INVESTORS! RENOVATORS! GREAT OPPORTUNITY!

WELL MAINTAINED FAMILY HOME IN NORTH AURORA

Open Concept - 1 Of A Kind! Custom Reno’d Main Fl. Open Concept Kitchen W/Island &
Breakfast Bar Open Across Rear To Family Rm Offering Large Windows For Ample Natural
Light! 2 W/O’s To Lrg Deck, Smooth Ceil., Pot Lights. Quiet Cresc. Close To Schools, Parks
& Walking Trails.
$1,039,000

Bungalow On 65’ Lot In Centre Of Town. Bright, 3 Bdrm, Kitchen & Din Rm Walk-Out To Lrg
Deck O/L’s Yard & Gardens. Large L-Shaped Bsmt Rec Rm Has Above Grade Window, Wood
Stove & Counter/Bar Area. Walk To Public Transit, Schools, Park & Numerous Amenities!

Close To Parks, Trails, Dog Park, Restaurants, Shopping, & 5 Minutes To GO Station. Hdwd
Thru-Out Main Flr, Kitchen Walkout To Landscaped Yard, Generously-Sized Bdrms, Master
With 4 Pc Ensuite. Finished Bsmt With Rec & Games Areas. Many Recent Updates!

TOTALLY RENOVATED - OLD AURORA

PIE-SHAPED LOT ON CUL DE SAC – OVER 3500 S.F.

STUNNING – ST. ANDREW’S ON THE HILL

Fully Reno’d (Including Wiring & Plumbing!) Open Concept 1.5 Storey In Old Aurora, Close
To Everything! Mstr Bdrm On Upper Lvl With 4 Pc Ens & Balcony O/Looks Deep 178’ Lot. Lrg
Kitchen With Bkfst Bar Open To Great Rm. Fully Fin Bsmt Feat Open Rec Rm With Wet Bar,
2 Bdrms & 4 Pc Bath. New Garage – ’17!
$849,000

Kitchen open to Family room, both with hardwood ﬂooring, over looks patio & pond with
water fall, all on a private lot! Secondary Family room over garage, 4 bedrooms, fully ﬁnished bsmt - open concept Rec Rm/Games Rm. Stone Drive & Walkway, Beautiful Gardens!
$1,379,000
Walk to Elementary Schools and Parks.

Totally Re-Built In ‘17, No Expense Spared! Private 1/2 Acre Lot. Open Concept Kitchen
O/L’s Gorgeous Yard. All Bdrms Have Ens With Heated Flrs. Fin Bsmt W/ Rec Rm, Wet Bar,
3 Pc Bath, Hobby/Ofﬁce W/ Built-Ins! Salt Wtr Pool W/Waterfall, Hot Tub, Pavilion W/ F/P
& Outdoor Kitchen, Change Rm W/ 2Pc!
$2,450,000

RENO’D – HILLS OF ST. ANDREW’S

!
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$699,900

$879,000

A name you know... people you trust!
Let us help you
ﬁnd your
dream home.

Established and Experienced.
One of Aurora’s top realtors for over 25 years
Top 1% in Canada
Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961 info@susancowen.com

www.SusanCowen.com

Continually Referred!
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Super is
the chance
to win* your
share of
That’s over $1,000 in rewards per
store, and there’s nothing average
about that.

SAVE 7.00 LB

5

98

CUT IN-STORE

CAP-OFF rib grilling steak

cut from Canada AAA grade beef or
USDA Choice grade beef Self-serve tray.
20811610

1

48

red seedless grapes

LB

product of Chile, no. 1 grade
20159199001

13.18/kg

You could win* one
of 117 grand prizes of

LB

3.26/kg

or additional prizes of
50,000 PC Optimum Points

Schneiders
Red Hots
wieners

1

375 g
20602429

98

1

97

D’Italiano bread 600/675 g
or buns pkg. of 4-8’s

EA

Swipe or scan your PC Optimum card during
any transaction at Real Canadian Superstore
to be automatically entered. You must be a
registered PC Optimum member to win.

selected varieties 20626915

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. See in-store or visit
Superstore.ca for full contest details.

EA

Get

25,000

Astro or
Danone
Activia
yogurt
650/750 g or

Astro yogurt
parfait 2x150 g

selected varieties
20118222

1

88

2

†

48

Breyers classic frozen dessert
1.66 L or Popsicle novelties 6-12’s

EA

when you spend
$225 or more.

selected varieties, frozen 220684180

EA

That’s $25
in rewards.
When you spend $225 or more before applicable taxes and after
all other coupons, discounts or PC Optimum points redemptions
are deducted, in a single transaction, at any Real Canadian
Superstore location, [excludes purchases of tobacco, alcohol
products, prescriptions, gift cards, phone cards, lottery tickets,
joefresh.com, all third party operations (post office, gas bars, dry
cleaners, etc.) and any other products which are provincially
regulated], you will earn the points indicated. Product availability
may vary by store. We are not obligated to award points based
on error or misprints. Offer valid Thursday, May 17th to
Wednesday, May 23rd, 2018.
†

PC® Gigantico®
annuals, herbs
or vegetables
4.5”
20745693

6

BUY 10 OR MORE

3

35

Coca-Cola, Canada Dry or
Pepsi soft drinks 24x355 mL or
Nestea iced tea 20x341 mL

selected varieties 20308197001

50

EA

#TRULYSUPER

EA

LESS THAN 10 PAY 3.99 EA

Flyer prices effective from Thursday, May 17th to Wednesday, May 23rd, 2018. See back page for details.
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vegetables CREATIVE
PRODUCTION
4", selected

2

Q.C.

varieties
21002676

00

JW

EA

PC® Gigantico®
304 annuals or
vegetables
selected varieties,
4 cell pack 20838642

TEAM
LEAD
BUY GROUPS OF 3
CSR

4

67
EA

OR 5.00 EA

PC® jumbo
hanging
basket
13"
20753924

BUY GROUPS OF 2

22

annual
value planter

50

10", selected varieties
20005512

13

00

EA

OR 25.00 EA

PC®
tropical
plants

10

FROM

garden tools

while quantities last,
selected styles, available at
selected locations
20742336

10

00
EA

10.00-20.00

PC® or
Canadian
Series roses

PC cat palm
®

1 gallon,
selected
varieties
21015322

10"
each
21002074

20

00
EA

EA

selected varieties
20756587

13

00

00

EA

EA

Get

2,000

when you spend $10 or more
on garden décor & accessories.
†

When you spend $10 or more on garden décor & accessories (excludes soils & mulches, live plants, seeds, and fertilizers) before applicable taxes and
after all other coupons, discounts or PC Optimum points redemptions are deducted, in a single transaction, at any Real Canadian Superstore location
you will earn the points indicated. Product availability may vary by store. We are not obligated to award points based on error or misprints.
Offer valid Thursday, May 17th to Wednesday, May 23rd, 2018.

†

PC® 4-in-1 soil
mixture
25 L
20028814

3

00

15900 Bayview Avenue

EA

no name®
super soil
70 L
20270758

See back page for flyer details.

6

00
EA
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Brookland reconstruction resulted in hit to
businesses, environment: Councillors
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The reconstruction of Brookland
Avenue has been branded as a “horror
story” by one Councillor, but the Town
should step up to make a gesture to local
businesses – and give a helping hand to
environmental damage, according to
Councillors.
More concerns with the lingering
impact of the controversial road
reconstruction project on Brookland
Avenue were aired around the Council
table this week, this time with local
lawmakers focused on the negative
impacts the prolonged construction
had on local business, as well as the
negative impacts it had on the local
environment.
“There was a lot of inconvenience
caused to local residents and
businesses,” said Councillor Wendy
Gaertner, reiterating some of the
issues she raised at the previous week’s
General Committee meeting.
She asked whether or not it would
be appropriate to put something
out through the Town’s various
communications channels that they
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“regret the inconvenience” the
construction had on local shops.
At the time of the construction,
5/25/17
Aurora encouraged
patrons
to visit
5/25/17
1:191:19
PMPM
local businesses through those same
channels, said Stephanie MackenzieSmith, Manager of
Corporate
Communications for the Town of
Aurora, letting patrons know that
the entrances to the local plaza and
LCBO were not impacted by the road
construction.
Nevertheless, Councillor Gaertner
said more should be done.
“I would like to acknowledge the
businesses we might have effected,” she
said.
These concerns were shared by
Councillor John Abel, but his issues were
more focused on the environmental
damage wrought by the construction.,
including the “removal of vegetation
along culverts” and how that might
have impacted area run-off.
“We do try our best to mitigate any
removal of vegetation, but I believe
[the Director] explained that they had
to address the slope and, therefore, it
required the removal of vegetation,”
said Councillor Abel. “There are a lot

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

of things we could learn from this going
forward, and not all projects are of the
same scope and easy. This is, in my two
terms, one that is at the extreme of how
things cannot add up and it just seems
to accumulate in a long project that we
don’t normally see.
“I appreciate some of
the
communication and management
comments that were gleaned from
this situation and hopefully weather
cooperates, and challenges on culverts
are understood and we’re able to meet
the challenges of dealing with it.”
Councillor Gaertner, on the other
hand, was less conciliatory about the
matter.
“We need to bring this down to a level
of reality for everybody,” she continued.
“What we actually did was destroy
habitat of squirrels and skunks, and
we took down trees with hollows that
were resting places. But those places to
nest and live are becoming more and
more rare. I don’t think that this had to
happen, but we are going forward.
“To bring it down even to a closer
level, a friend of mine lives on the
fourth or fifth floor of that apartment
building and she actually had a squirrel
make a nest in the bag of earth that she
left out over the winter because there
was no other place. That is a pretty dire
consequence to have a squirrel climb
up to a four or fifth floor balcony, find
a bag of earth and make a nest. Going
forward, we really do need to take more
care with our natural environment.”
According to Marco Ramunno,
Aurora’s Director of Planning, design

drawings for the Brookland project
identified, through an arbourist’s
report, a number of trees and plots of
vegetation that had to be removed as
part of the culvert placement. There
is, he stressed, a replanting program
in place and that replanting will take
place sometime this spring or in the
early summer.
At the end of the day, however,
Councillor Tom Mrakas said the
primary consideration has to be the
business impact.
“We have talked about this one a
lot and there has been a lot of issues,
but the thing that we need to be
mindful of, and what I think is most
important to us, is the disruption to
our businesses and to our residents,”
said Councillor Mrakas. “I think that
is what we have asked our staff to look
at moving forward and to be proactive
and minimize that disruption. I think
our CAO has heard us loud and clear
and I think when we looked at this
specific project there [were] some
communications problems between
departments and we have been assured
that has been taken care of.
“Moving forward, we’re going to
make sure that doesn’t happen. I think
there are a lot of things that have been
identified that we could have been
proactive, regardless of the weather.
We all now the weather is unpredictable
and it can cause delays, but if we put
the proper measures in place, I think
we can do a better job to minimize
that disruption to our residents and
businesses.”
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MARKET COOL
Eloise brought some fashionable cool to the Aurora Farmers’ Market on Saturday morning while she and her family looked for some deals. But the excitement was just too
much for young Jack. The Aurora Farmers’ Market runs each Saturday from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Town Park.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Accessibility advocate Abas
is first to join Council race
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Election Day is
June 7, 2018.
Polls are open from 9:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. ET /
8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. CT.
To vote in this election, you must be:
• 18 years of age or older on June 7, 2018; and
• a Canadian citizen; and
• a resident of Ontario.
To find out where you vote, visit elections.on.ca,
check your Voter Information Card or call us at
1.888.668.8683 (TTY: 1.888.292.2312).

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

Accessibility advocate Matthew Abas,
20, is the first person to make a bid for
the 2018 – 2022 term of Council.
Mr. Abas, a graduate of St.
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High
School, formally filed his nomination
papers on Thursday afternoon.
“I have lived in Aurora for 20
years,” said Mr. Abas in a statement.
“I have watched the Town grow and
develop. I am proud to call Aurora
my home, but I believe there is room
for improvement and I feel a change
in Council is needed to drive forward
our Town and get a younger, fresh
perspective.
“I am a strong supporter for
accessibility and inclusion. I feel
Aurora needs to be more accessible
with power doors on smaller retailers,

wider sidewalks for persons in
wheelchairs, better control of grades
on ramps so persons with handicaps
or a caregiver with a stroller won’t
fly down a ramp into traffic or into
parked cars. The Town also needs
more accessible parks, including
picnic tables that will accommodate a
wheelchair and playground equipment
that will allow a child with a disability
to play in the park.”
Over the years, Mr. Abas has
racked up a number of awards from
Magna’s Give Back Awards to the
John West “Leaders of Tomorrow”
Scholarship from the Town of Aurora,
to the Champion Award, an honour
created to mark the 10th anniversary
of the Accessibility for Ontarians with
Disabilities Act (AODA).
He also received a Community
Recognition Award from the Town in
2016.
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Matthew Abas, the first Aurora resident to put their name forward for a Council seat this fall,
is pictured Thursday at Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park, Aurora’s first fully accessible park and
playground.
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THE AURORAN ARTS & CULTURE
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Camps start at $90/week

Free Admission

All are worthy in landmark restaging of The Temple of Fame
From page 1
their case on why they should succeed her
to the top job.
First staged by Aurora women in 1900
and again in 1918 as part of the war effort,

the 2018 edition of The Temple of Fame
was revised and updated by Aurora writer
Corrie Clark based on original scripts
uncovered from the 1918 production.
“I am absolutely amazed because I

Charity # 876749300RR0001

MAY 24-27
Newmarket Theatre
505 Pickering Cres. Newmarket
Tickets newtix.ca

All roles played by children age 6-13
marqueetp.com
905-713-1040
73 Industrial Pkwy. N., Aurora Unit 2B

tried to generate interest in this about 20
years ago,” said historian John McIntyre,
a native Auroran who came in from Nova
Scotia for Friday’s opening night.
Mr. McIntyre’s grandmother was
involved in the 1918 production. Her
scripts and notes, lovingly preserved by
her grandson, were instrumental sources
in bringing the play back to life.
“I remember her talking about this
when I was growing up,” Mr. McIntyre
continued. “I sensed this stuff was
important and passed it along to Shawna
White (Curator of the Aurora Museum
and Archives) and never figured she would
look at it and think it can be revived. My
grandmother would be spinning with
delight in her grave.”
The original scripts were stilted in tone,
and Mr. McIntyre said he was particularly
interested to see how Ms. Clark refreshed
the script so it is relevant to twenty-first
century audiences.
The Temple of Fame, directed by Sara
Moyle, was staged over three days, each
with a specific theme.
Saturday’s evening performance was
preceded by a reception hosted by the
Aurora Chamber of Commerce where
Sheryl Thomas of Marquee Theatrical
Productions was honoured with the
Chamber’s award for Outstanding
Contribution to the Arts in Aurora.
Sunday’s matinee on Mother’s Day
was held in conjunction with the Aurora
Historical Society, which hosted a high
tea for all attendees.
Friday’s opening night, however, was
hosted by Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond
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Hill MP Leona Alleslev, who delivered a
powerful message on the themes within
the Temple of Fame.
“The Temple of Fame play represents
more than simply a re-enactment of a
historical production in the community
of Aurora,” she said. ‘In essence, it asks
us to reflect on the progress of women’s
rights over a century ago and challenges
us to consider if we have yet arrived at
where we think we should, as a society be.
If the answer is, ‘we’re not there yet,’ then
what should we be doing and how should
we be getting there?”
Ms. Alleslev said it is an issue
particularly close to her heart because of
her “non-traditional” career path, which
began as an air cadet at the age of 12.
From there, she attended Royal Military
College, served as an officer in the Royal
Canadian Air Force, before moving into
the private aerospace sector with IBM
and Bombardier.
“I did not know when I chose that
career path that I was going to have
a challenging time because I was a
woman,” she said. “I didn’t know before
I choose my career path that women
couldn’t do math! I didn’t know that I
wasn’t worthy of a promotion because I
was going to have children! I didn’t know
that wearing pants was going to send the
wrong message in an executive meeting.
I didn’t know that my ability to serve my
country and to be successful was going to
be constrained because of my gender.
Now we stand today and I would like
to see for our future a future where no
one, male or female, is ever constrained
from the contribution they want to make
to society in the best way that they can,
simply because of their gender. I think
that should be perhaps the aim that we
strive for as Canadians and as a nation.
“I would like to challenge everyone to
remember that we have been entrusted
with the sacred responsibility of furthering
the contributions made by the women
who came before us and to inspire the
women who will come after us to vision
a bold future and to stop at nothing to
realise it and claim their place in history.”

KEY TO FRONT PAGE – TOP ROW: Hypatia
(Cerys Ford), Mary, Queen of Scots (Sonetta
Duncan), Elizabeth I (Patricia Wallace), Laura Secord (Shawna O’Neill), Cleopatra (Erika
Willaert). SECOND ROW: Joan of Arc (Lillie
Clark), A Mother (Patricia Wallace), Emily
Carr (Corrie Clark), Frances Willard (Shawna O’Neill), Mother Teresa (Najma Kausar). THIRD ROW: Isabella of Spain (Tristan
Moore), Shkoden Neegaan Waawaaskonen
(Kim Wheatley), Elizabeth Barrett Browning
(Michele Siebler-McNally), Tabitha Primrose
(Julia Clark-Farmiloe), Khutulun (Erika Willaert). FOURTH ROW: Edith Cavell (Tristan
Moore), Queen Victoria (Sera Weiss), Woman of the Next Century (Sonetta Duncan &
Jasmine Johnson), Marie Antoinette (Lillie
Clark), Boudica (Kim Wheatley). FIFTH ROW:
The Goddess (Alison Collins-Mrakas), Helen
of Troy (Cerys Ford), Mother Goose (Michele
Siebler-McNally), A Child (Bailea Clark), Mary
Ann Shadd (Jasmine Johnson). (SIXTH ROW)
Gentlemen One, Tithonus, Prince of Troy,
and Gentlemen Two (Allan Downey, Paul
Wells, Bruce Williamson), Grace O’Malley
(Julia Clark-Farmiloe), and Elsie MacGill (Sera
Weiss).
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Retirement home construction clatter roots out
problem in noise bylaw
By Brock Weir

Sundays mornings are usually quiet on
Aurora streets – and this was the case in
southwest Aurora until fairly recently when
the Aurora Retirement Centre decided to
grow.
But complaints over construction and
on-street parking from that construction
has found a shortcoming in local noise
bylaws – there is nothing the Town can
do, right now, to mitigate noise for area
residents, even on weekends.
This could change, however, after these
concerns were raised around the Council
table once again last week.
“This is the second, or possibly third
Sunday where construction has been
occurring,” said Councillor Tom Mrakas.
“It is my understanding that construction
was not allowed without an exemption.
We allow construction Monday to
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. We hear

that all the time at Public Planning. I am
just wondering how it is and why it is they
keep working on Sunday?”
Municipal staff, however, sent mixed
messages on just why this work is
continuing.
Planning Director Marco Ramunno,
for instance, said he has asked the owner
of the Retirement Centre, which is also
known as Kingsway Arms, to notify their
subcontractors that they shouldn’t be
working on Sundays.
“We have had some success with the
developer down south of Ridge Road
and we put the same call into the owner
and developer of the seniors’ addition at
Seaton and Murray, so I am sure they will
respond accordingly.”
But, if they did respond accordingly,
they wouldn’t necessarily be required to,
added Techa Van Leeuwen, Aurora’s
Director of Corporate Services – at least
as things stand.
“Our noise bylaw does regulate

construction noise,” she said. “However,
our noise bylaw only regulates construction
noise in a residential zone and commercial
zones. This is an institutional zone and
our noise bylaw is silent on institutional
zones as well as other zones such as rural
zones and open space zones. We don’t
have any enforcement tools in this space.
Unless there are other provisions and an
agreement elsewhere, our noise bylaw does
not apply in this situation.”
From the perspective of Council, this
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was, in the words of Councillor Mrakas,
“a big loophole that we need to have fixed
immediately.”
“I don’t understand how construction
could be happening on a Sunday, especially
since we sit here at Public Planning all
the time and we constantly hear, when
residents [ask] when construction will be
happening, we always say ‘Monday to
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.’ ...That,
to me, is a big loophole and something we

Continued on page 21
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“I have never lost my way,” says Kathleen Wynne after debate question
From page 1

campaign took Ms. Wynne to Southlake’s
Stronach Regional Cancer Centre,
accompanied by Newmarket-Aurora
Liberal candidate Chris Ballard.
Coinciding with National Nursing Week
(May 7 – 13), Ms. Wynne met with medical
care staff as well as patients receiving
treatment in the Newmarket facility.
Earlier in the week, on Tuesday night,
Ms. Wynne, a native of Richmond Hill,
was back on home turf. She spent the
eve of the writ drop holding a rally with
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill
Liberal candidate Naheed Yaqubian at her
Oak Ridges campaign office.
Arriving to chants of “Care Over Cuts!”
from the sea of red-wearing supporters,
this was a theme Ms. Wynne stuck to as
she rebutted points made by Progressive
Conservative leader Doug Ford in the

first televised leaders debate held the night
before.
“It was a good opportunity to be able to
show that contrast between what we believe
is right, what we know is needed right now,
which is more care in our communities,
whether it is support for people who are
looking for mental health treatment,
mental health assessment, whether it is
child care…or an investment in seniors
care…what we believe is government
exists to do those things that people can’t
do themselves,” said Ms. Wynne.
This is in “stark contrast” to Mr. Ford,
she said, who offers “Let’s cut taxes, let’s
was joined at the campaign office of Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill candidate
help the very richest in the Province, and Wynne
Naheed Yaqubian (left) by fellow Liberal candidates Dr. Helena Jaczek, Chris Ballard, and
let everybody just fend for themselves.”
Amanda Yeung Collucci. 					
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
“If he is allowed to do that, to take $6
“There is no way around it. Last night, we province in the best country in the world.
billion out of the services that we deliver to
had a chance to see that contrast. He also My way has always been to look at ways
each other in this province, education and
turned to me at one point and said, ‘So, to make our society more fair, work that
health care will be cut,” she continued.
Kathleen, when did you lose your way?’ you have done all your professional life,
That was just after he said he liked my to make sure we have justice and fairness
smile, whatever that meant. Whatever that and support to people who need it. That is
had to do with anything! So, I answered what my way is and that is what our way is
him last night and I talked to him about when we go into this election.”
the policies we’ve put in place and I am
But then there is the issue of financing
proud of the work we’ve done, full day all this, an issue which has dogged the
kindergarten, building 24 hospitals, the Liberal leader well before the campaign
Greenbelt, the Oak Ridges Moraine, began. There are those, she said,
and I grew up in Richmond Hill. I grew campaigners will encounter asking about
EST. '93
up in this community and I know how “investing in the future financial health
15198 YONGE STREET,
important that green space is, I know how of the Province” and Ms. Wynne insisted
AURORA, ONTARIO
important that land is to all of us. I digress. the budget is balanced and the economy
“But, then you know how at 3.30 in the is growing.
morning you come up with the really good
“To suggest somehow that not investing
answer? Yeah, well, I did that. At 3.30 in in GO stations, not investing in the transit
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
the morning I thought, I want to answer that we need, not investing in people, and
SINCE 1993!
that question more directly because the what they need, that somehow that is not
direct answer is I haven’t lost my way. part of the economy is just wrong-headed.
COME IN TO ENJOY
I have never lost my way. My way is to All of that is about the economy. Fighting
GREAT BURGERS,
go straight into delivering the needs and climate change is about the economy,
delivering the care that people need. That a strong health care system is about the
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE
way is rooted in what I learned as a kid economy, making sure newcomers to this
SOUVLAKI,
growing up in this community, and that is province have support, that is about the
AND MORE!
we have a responsibility to each other.
economy. Our way is about an inclusive
“We have a responsibility to make sure economy, about a society that understands
that little baby with those very cute pigtails, that caring for each other makes us strong
EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR
has the very best shot. That she has the and that sets us apart from Mr. Ford,
PICKUP!
very best chance at the best life in the best absolutely and finally.”
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Local candidates hit the campaign trail with message
that someone has to go
By Brock Weir

The Provincial election is now
officially
underway
and
local
candidates have hit the ground running
with a similar theme: someone has to

B

go. But whether that someone needs to
be Liberal leader Kathleen Wynne or
PC leader Doug Ford depends on who
you ask.
“We know we can’t afford four
more years,” said Newmarket-Aurora
Progressive Conservative candidate
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(Main) Newmarket-Aurora PC candidate Christine Elliott, right,
was joined at her Newmarket campaign office opening by PC
leader Doug Ford and Councillor John Abel. (Inset) Aurora-Oak
Ridges-Richmond Hill candidate Michael Parsa opened his office
in Oak Ridges on Saturday morning.
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Christine Elliott at her recent campaign
office launch, which was also attended
by Mr. Ford and fellow PC leadership
candidate Caroline Mulroney. “We have
to toss them out and bring in a majority
Progressive Conservative government
on June. 7. We keep hearing from the
Liberals that they are the only ones that
care and that is why they are spending
these millions and millions of dollars.
What I say, saddling our children and
grandchildren with the debt that grows
by every day that is going to be close to
$400 billion in the next few years, that
is financially irresponsible.
“With three 27-year-olds, I just
can’t look at myself in the mirror
and let that go on. We have to stop it
and we have to stop it now. They are
spending money we don’t have and that
would be something maybe if we were
getting better services as a result of this
increased spending – but we’re not. Do
we have better health care? No. Do we
have better education? No. Do we have
better infrastructure? No. I think the
answer is pretty clear. The government
has to change and we’re the only ones
who are going to be able to do it.”
Ms. Elliott, who previously served
as Member of Provincial Parliament
for the riding of Whitby-Oshawa said
she is “thrilled” to be a candidate in
Newmarket-Aurora.
“It is a fascinating riding,” she
continued. “I have learned something
about it – some things are very similar
to where I came from. It Is a quickly
growing area. There are concerns
with a lot of people who need to travel
downtown to get to work. We need to
have more public transit options, we
need to make sure that people can
move goods and services and be able
to be home with their families too. We
need to make sure the social services
continue to grow as infrastructure
continues to grow…Those are the
things I am learning and want to
continue to learn.”
Ms. Elliott then introduced Mr. Ford,
who told the gathering of supporters
that hydro costs remain a top issue for
Ontario voters.

“We announced we’re going to
reduce the hydro rates by 12 per cent
and that would be a start. 12 per cent
equals about $178 in people’s pocket,”
said Mr. Ford. “I know it might not
seem like a lot to some people, but
when you criss-cross a province and
people come up to you literally in tears,
I am not exaggerating, in tears talking
about they can’t afford their hydro bill,
or they can’t afford their rent, or they
can’t afford to put food on their table, it
is as real as I am standing here. It goes
to your heart and you see how people
are struggling across this Province, you
see how businesses are struggling.”
One such business he’s encountered,
he said, was in Cornwall where he said
businesses are being courted across the
river to New York State where hydro is
half the cost and there is no carbon tax.
“We are getting rid of the carbon
tax, we are lowering the hydro rates,
and together we will make this a
very business friendly Ontario,” he
continued. “We remember saying that
we were the engine of Canada and now
we’re a have not province. I can assure
you that through Christine’s leadership
and the rest of the great team we have,
we will be the engine of Ontario once
again.
“Together, we will turn this Province
around. Together, we will get rid of
Kathleen Wynne.”
Newmarket-Aurora
candidate
Chris Ballard, on the other hand, said
together voters will get rid of Mr. Ford.
This message was echoed by his fellow
Liberal, Minister Michael Chan, who is
not running for re-election.
Mr. Chan joined Mr. Ballard for his
campaign office opening where he took
aim at Mr. Ford’s record, including
efforts to get rid of rent control and cut
libraries.
“What Minister Ballard is going to
do is get rid of Doug Ford,” said Mr.
Chan. “One day Doug Ford is going to
get rid of Doug Ford.”
But Mr. Ballard had a more positive
message than his colleague at the
opening, which took place just days
Continued on page 15
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Ribbon Cutting
By The Mayor
of Aurora
NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS!

• Magic Show
• Face Painting
• Balloon Artist
• Food and Fun & Giveaways

FREE

FREE TEETH
WHITENING
FOR NEW
PATIENTS
$200 VALUE

Cleaning. X-Rays
& New Patient
Exam Required.
Offer expires in 30 days.

www.aurorafamilydentistry.ca ⎜ 2-15955 Bayview Avenue, Aurora

905-751-0009
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PC candidate Parsa promises “positive message”
By Brock Weir

Aurora-Oak
Ridges-Richmond
Hill PC candidate Michael Parsa is
promising to take a “positive message”
to voters ahead of the June 7 election.
Mr. Parsa was joined by a host of
dignitaries on Saturday morning as
he officially cut the ribbon on his
Oak Ridges campaign office, which
is located on the northeast corner of
Yonge Street and King Road.
“I see the excitement in this room
now and I see the excitement at
the doors and I see it all across this
riding and the Province,” Mr. Parsa
told supports. “A lot of it has to do
because of not just our base, but great
leadership at the party now thanks to
Doug Ford. It is very important to
note he has been leader just under
two months and came in under very
difficult times, he took the party and
now it looks like we went through no
issues. Everybody is united, everyone
is focused and we are all going out
every single day to make sure that we
give Ontarians a better choice after
June 7.
“I know these are exciting times,
these are good times, it is great to be
a progressive conservative these days.
I just have to point out to you guys:
it wasn’t like this a long time ago. I
mention that to you because I want us
to remain humble, I want us to work
hard every single day and not take
anything for granted.”
A similar message was delivered
by former Newmarket-Aurora MPP
Frank Klees, who was on hand to
formally introduce the candidate at
Saturday’s launch.
Speaking of PC leader Doug Ford,
Mr. Klees said the leader is a man with
a key understanding of Ontarians.
“He knows what it is like to
have people and family who have
challenges and social challenges and
medical challenges,” said Mr. Klees.
“He was a man who always stood with
his family. He is a man who stands
with his community. As he is going
across the Province talking about
the need to return accountability
and transparency and passion to our
Province and to government, I can
tell you it is resonating. It doesn’t
matter if it is Northern Ontario or
South West Ontario, Doug is making
an impact. That is why there is hope
for our great province.”
This hope, added Mr. Parsa, can
already be seen.
“When we knock on doors we’re
hearing these messages, whether they
are traditional Liberal supporters,
whether they are New Canadians
voting for the first time, and whether

Ballard stresses
Moraine
Continued on page 14

after Mr. Ford’s video promising to
open up chunks of the Greenbelt was
released.
“We know that this government
has done remarkable things for the
people of Ontario, whether it putting
just in the last year $15 million into
the hospital, new GO train service to
Aurora and Newmarket, a new train
station coming to Newmarket, new
schools in this area… On top of that,
we have OHIP+. if you have little
ones, we have OSAP, free tuition, low
cost tuition, the list goes on and on,”
he said.
“As of last week, we were talking
about something that is really near and
dear to the folks in Newmarket-Aurora
and that is preserving the Oak Ridges
Moraine and preserving the Green Belt.
In my time at Queen’s Park, I have never
had my emails light up the way they lit
up when we showed the world the true
Mr. Ford, the fellow who does backroom
deals and has more backroom deals
lined up to launch on us, if the people of
Ontario give him that mandate.
“It is care, not cuts, and with your
help, we’re going to be a very effective
voice in this community.”

they are supporters of our party:
all of them are unhappy and all of
them are looking for change,” said
Mr. Parsa. “The reason they are
looking for change is we now have a
government that has been in power
for 15 years and, quite frankly, as the
leader posed to the premier, she lost

her way. She lost her way because
they have forgotten what public
representation is all about. They
forgot that when you go into office it
is about representing the people, and
your friends, your insiders and filling
their pocket.
“This Premier has not done

Page 15

anything about the average citizen
and that is what we’re going to
change. We are making a promise to
the people that we are going to listen
to you, I am making a pledge that
I will listen to you, every single one
of you, and we are going to tun this
province around, I promise you.”
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96 semi-monthly payments | $0 down payment |
$1,401 due at lease inception | 16,000-kilometre
allowance; charge of $0.08/km for excess kilometres

$288 bi-weekly payments | $7,000 down payment | total credit costs $6,719.15

World’s Best-Selling Plug-In Hybrid
Electric SUV with S-AWC

The only PHEV SUV to offer
DC Quick Charging Capability

Super All-Wheel Control (S-AWC)

Head-Up Display†

The only PHEV SUV to offer true
100% EV 4WD Capability

The only PHEV to offer a
10-year/160,000 km Lithium-Ion
Battery Limited Warranty

Smartphone Link Display Audio

Leather Seating Surfaces†

Touchpad Controller

Power Panoramic Sunroof†
† Available on GT S-AWC model shown.
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2018 MIRAGE ES 5MT¤

$15,900.71
TOTAL OBLIGATION

130 bi-weekly payments | $0 down payment | total credit costs $3,495

New Vehicle Ltd Warranty**

Roadside Assistance**

KM

THE BEST WARRANTY IN THE BUSINESS
JUST GOT BETTER!

PRICES INCLUDE TAXES, FUEL AND LICENSE CHARGES ARE ADDITIONAL.
2018 Outlander PHEV GT/2018 Eclipse Cross GT S-AWC/2017 Lancer Anniversary Edition AWC/2018 Mirage ES 5MT model shown has an MSRP of $49,998/$35,998/$25,198/$10,998. 1 Offer available from May 1, 2018 to May 31, 2018 for eligible and qualified customers on the purchase/finance (Mechanical Breakdown Protection)
or lease (Appearance Protection) of a 2017 Lancer, 2017 Sportback, 2018 Mirage/Mirage G4/RVR/Outlander/Outlander PHEV/Eclipse Cross, valued at up to $2,430/$2,430/$2,430/$2,430/$2,600/$2,600/$2,600/$2,600. Limited-time extended warranty coverage is offered through Mitsubishi Motors Diamond Care ancillary product
suite. Mechanical Breakdown Protection (purchase and finance only) covers air conditioning, electrical systems, fuel delivery, trip interruption roadside assistance and more for up to 120 months/160,000 km, whichever comes first. A $250 deductible per repair visit applies during the limited-time extended warranty period.
Appearance Protection (lease only) covers car rental benefit, front windshield repair, interior protection, paint repair and paintless dent removal for up to 48 months. Other warranty term options may be available. Certain terms and conditions apply. Extended warranty is transferable to the next private purchaser (fees apply).
Roadside assistance within the extended warranty coverage has a $100 tow maximum per event. Visit www.mitsubishi-motors.ca or your local dealer for complete offer and coverage details. 2 $1,000 Loyalty rebate available on the purchase of any new Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross and Outlander PHEV models to current owners
and eligible others. Amounts will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. Loyalty rebate applies to vehicles purchased and delivered between May 1, 2018 and May 31, 2018. Other conditions apply. 3 $1,000 consumer incentive offered on the retail purchase of a new 2018 Mirage ES (5MT) model from participating
retailers from May 1, 2018 to May 31, 2018. $1,000 will be deducted from the negotiated price before taxes and will take place at the time of purchase. Some conditions apply. Offers are subject to change without notice. ¤ Vehicles may be shown with optional equipment and/or accessories. σ $9,998 starting price applies to 2018
Mirage ES (5MT) and includes consumer incentive of $1,000 and excludes freight and other fees. 2018 Mirage ES (5MT) MSRP is $10,998. Dealers may sell for less. Some conditions apply. § S-AWC standard on Outlander PHEV and Eclipse Cross. AWC available on Lancer SE Anniversary Edition AWC. ** Whichever comes first. Regular
maintenance not included. See dealer or mitsubishi-motors.ca for warranty terms, restrictions and details. Some conditions apply.
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Jays drop opener to Creemore Braves
By Jake Courtepatte

Devin Wu throws out a pitch in his first loss of the
North Dufferin season when the Aurora Jays fell
11 - 5 to the Creemore Braves on Sunday.

A pair of multi-run long balls were
the kickers in the Aurora Jays’ road loss
to the Creemore Braves on Sunday,
dropping the North Dufferin Baseball
League contest by a score of 11 – 5.
Veteran pitcher Devon Wu started
for the AA club and was tagged with the
loss, giving up a two-run homerun to
Creemore’s Bryan Post before another
two-run shot from Bryce Watson put
the game away for good.
Brad Crosby came in in relief of Wu
midway through the fifth frame, after a
ten-run pair of innings. Crosby allowed
a pair of runs on 1.1 innings.

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Aurora FC women snag
first win of League
1 season

We’re confident
with the guys we
have that we can
still make the playoffs
and make a run for
the championship

Hoping
to build off a 2017 season that saw
the Jays finish third in the regular season
standings with an impressive record of
21-6-1, Rettie said some new and old
faces alike will have to step to the plate
to keep them at the top.
“We’re looking for a couple players
to step up this year, to make up for the
veteran players that we lost last year,”
said Rettie. “We’re confident with the
guys we have that we can still make
the playoffs and make a run for the
championship.”
The Jays returned to the mound on
Tuesday following press time to host the
newly-named Midland Mariners, and
go into a week’s break before hosting
the Bolton Dodgers at Lambert Willson
Park next Tuesday.
First pitch is set for 7:30 p.m.
For stats, schedules, and more
information, visit www.ndbl.ca.

P
Aurora

arty Rentals

Bars & Casino
Catering Supplies
Chafing Dishes
Chairs
Chair Covers
Cutlery

The score failed to tell the whole story
for the perennial offensive powerhouse
Jays, who had all but one of the entire
order register a hit. Aaron Giroux, Rob
Spencer, Paul Bukovec, Zach Wiseman,
and Wu each cashed in a single run.
Despite retaining some of their best
arms on the mound in that of Wu,
Daniel Lehmkuhl, Andrew Bukovec,
and Crosby among others, coach Chris
Rettie said the team did lose some
veteran starters over the offseason.
“We picked up a couple of guys to
make up for some losses,” said Rettie.

Dinnerware
Glassware
Linen
Silver Products
Tables
Tents
Wedding Supplies

905.773.7706
13184 Yonge St., Richmond Hill

www.aurorapartyrentals.ca

The Aurora FC men fell 2 - 1 to Vaughan Azzurri in League 1 Ontario action on Sunday.
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

the victory, a one-sided match that saw
a shot differential of 10 – 4 in favour of
Aurora.
The Aurora FC women’s side is off
Veteran goalkeeper Meghan Phillips
on the right foot.
earned her first clean sheet of the
After failing to find the back of the season.
net in their League 1 season opener in
“Proud to get our first win of the
late April, the women charged back season,” said Phillips. “Great way to
to Stewart Burnett Park on Saturday come back after a hard-fought loss in
for a commanding 3 – 0 win over the our first game.”
Toronto Azzurri Blizzard.
While Toronto freefalls down the
Aurora dominated the play through women’s ladder with their third-straight
the opening minutes against the winless loss to open the season, Aurora moves
Toronto squad, scoring the game’s first to 1-1-0 to stay competitive in the
goal at just the three-minute mark when expanded thirteen-team league with
Markela Bejleri was set up perfectly three of a possible six points.
inside the box.
They next face the new Hamilton
Returning from the half still up 1 United Elite on the road on Saturday,
– 0, it was Bejleri again who notched one of two teams that remain
the game’s second goal in the second’s undefeated through three games.
opening minute, finishing off the play
The men’s side of Aurora FC remains
from six yards out.
in search of its first win of the season,
Samantha
Murphy
found
the
top
squandering
Auroran Sports Basebar 2017_Layout 1 2018-05-14 10:52
AM Page 4 a late second half lead on
right corner late in the match to secure
Continued on page 18
By Jake Courtepatte
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NO MEDICAL
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Canadian Premier League set to kick off in York Region
By Jake Courtepatte

There is always room for more footy

in the soccer hotbed of York Region.
That was the thought process of
the York Sports and Entertainment
organization when they announced last
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1. Do I know the downside risks in my portfolio?
2. Does my financial plan account for uncontrollable risk like
market corrections?

If you’ve answered “no” to any of the above or aren’t sure, contact
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week the formation of “York 9 FC”, the
first of eight clubs that will kick off the
inaugural Canadian Premier League
season.
“I have spent my whole life in here.
The time is right for York Region to
develop its own identity,” said Jim
Brennan, part owner of the team
and past president of the Aurora FC.
“This is a booming area that is diverse,
youthful and passionate about football.
It is our goal to ensure that when York
9 FC steps on to the pitch, it will reflect
what our community is all about.”
Brennan joins local housing developer
Carlo Baldassarra, owner of Grennpark
Group, and businessman Preben
Ganzhorn in creating the first club to
bring together each municipality of the
region under one emblem.
Aurora, East Gwillimbury, Georgina,
King, Markham, Newmarket, Richmond
Hill, Vaughan, and WhitchurchStouffville are all represented by the bars
in York 9 FC’s vibrant green emblem,
which symbolizes York Region’s forests.
The charcoal grey and black-on-black
close out the logo’s colour pallet and
represent the Black Creek River.
“Our club, York, is about the nine
municipalities,” said Brennan. “We
want to create a culture where everyone
in York Region looks and says, ‘This
is our pro club.’ If they still want to
support Toronto FC, absolutely, of
course, it’s a fantastic club…but we
really want people in York Region to
understand this club is all about the
community and York 9 represents
every single municipality.”
The fledgling club is the first to debut
its colours among the eight that are
expected to compete in the first CPL
season, joining Hamilton, Calgary,
Winnipeg, and Halifax as established
locations.
Edmonton and Ottawa are widely
expected to be confirmed as locations
in the next few weeks, while a group
based in British Columbia have yet to
choose a landing spot.
Expected to sit one level below
the top-tier Major League Soccer
on the North American system, CPL
Chairman David Clanachan is hoping
to fill a gap between youth sports and

Photo courtesy of CPL Media.

pro soccer without forcing athletes to
go overseas.
“It’s unconscionable to think a
country the size of Canada, the 10th
largest economy in the world, does not
have a premier league,” Clanachan
said. “And we’re the only country in
the top 10 that does not have a premier
league.”
According to Stats Canada, soccer
is the fastest growing sport in the
country, with more than ten-percent
of Canadians playing at least once a
week.
York Region has close to 60,000
registered soccer players.
“The demand’s here, the support’s
here,” Brennan said. “The one thing
we were missing in the Region was
actually having a pro club. And now
we’ve been fortunate enough to bring
one here.”
York 9 will play their inaugural,
and most likely second, seasons out of
the York University Stadium, though
Ganzhorn said the organization will be
looking for a location in York Region
to build a 12,000-15,000-seat stadium,
similar to those in Europe or Central
America.
“We’ve already had a bunch of
meetings with different parties in
the region,” said Ganzhorn. “We’ve
looked at some fantastic places where
we can build stadiums, but it’s a work
in progress right now to figure out
where we want to build, what the
infrastructure is like in the area.”

Aurora FC women snag first
win of League 1 season
From page 17
Sunday despite a long man advantage
against the Vaughan Azzurri.
Aurora keeper Ryan Collins stood
on his head throughout the first half,
making a number of key saves including
a penalty kick in the 43rd-minute to
keep the game scoreless at the whistle.
Going the entire first half without a
shot on net, Aurora took advantage of
a Vaughan red card early in the second
to drop their team down to ten men,
with Jordale Byers opening the scoring
for Aurora.
Down a man for the remainder

of the match, Vaughan’s decision to
change formation paid off in notching
the tying goal only a few minutes later,
before putting home the winner past
Collins with just over ten minutes to
play.
Despite failing to record a win so
far this season, Saturday’s match was
Aurora’s first loss of the year, previously
putting up a pair of ties.
They bring a record of 0-1-2, good
for two points, into their next match
against the Oakville Blue Devils at
Stewart Burnett Park on Sunday.
Kickoff is set for 7 p.m.
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BEING BEAUTIFUL – Local models strutted down the catwalk this month in Be Beautiful, an evening at Oakridge Outfitters celebrating mothers, friends and fashion with special guest and
expert CityLine stylist Lynn Spence. Proceeds from the packed evening will directly support parenting and personal development programs at Rose of Sharon Services for Young Mothers.
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Town summer camps
now eligible for child care
subsidy
By Brock Weir

Aurora families relying on child
care subsidies will soon be able to
enrol their kids in Town of Aurora
summer camp programs.
This new eligibility comes through
a new agreement between the Town
and the Region of York.
According to John Firman, Manager
of Business Support for the Town of
Aurora, York Region provides a Child
Care Subsidy to low income families
to help offset the costs of child care
for kids up to the age of 12, but this
subsidy has previously been ineligible
for municipal summer camps.
“Historically, the Town has not met
the established criteria to be deemed
a licensed child care provider by York
Region and has therefore not been
eligible to receive Child Care Subsidy
payments,” said Mr. Firman. “This
has meant Aurora families who are
eligible for and rely upon Child Care
Subsidies to enroll their children in
summer camps have not been able
to register in Town camps as the
Town was not licensed to receive
these funds. Staff have worked with
York Region to resolve the licensing
issue and have now been granted
approval to enter into a Child Care
Services Agreement, thereby making
it possible for families in receipt of the
Child Care Subsidy to enrol in Town
camps.”
Councillor Wendy Gaertner said
she was “thrilled” a deal had been
struck between the Region and the
Town, but questioned why the Town
was not previously able to come to
terms with the Region on the Child
Care Subsidy. She also clarified
whether or not this would have an
impact whether families can use the

subsidies to enrol their kids in after
school and weekend programs.
“There are certain requirements
to the regulations of the number
of children, the types of programs,
supervisory care for a child, [and]
the day to day activities the child
would be participating in,” said
Robin McDougall, Aurora’s Director
of Community Services. “It comes
around more to the child care
provisions of looking after a child:
what is in our facilities? What is
available to that child, and the support
staff that provide that opportunity.
“It is an opportunity as it relates to
the Region. The Region has a PLAY
program, which is more generic about
recreational play programs, that
is more generic about recreational
services. It doesn’t define it as child
care; this expands into the child
care genre, the child care element
of support for our family. It is very
specific for those with low income.
The Region will be the one to define
who qualifies. The municipality is not
part of that assessment.”
For Councillor John Abel, it was a
matter of accessibility and whether
children with disabilities would also
be eligible under the new criteria.
“Similar to our other opportunities
working with the Region, there is
another opportunity for inclusion
support for individuals that might need
support, whether it is with physical
disabilities or mental disabilities,
they can come into our programs.
We can work with the Region to
support it in a different way. With
childcare service, we certainly can
accommodate the participants for that
need, but certainly it isn’t necessarily
homed in on that opportunity. There
is another method for us to support
those individuals.”
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THINGS

SATURDAY, MAY 19
AURORA FARMERS’ MARKET: Seasonal fresh
fruits & veggies, delicious goodies and unique crafts will be
waiting for you at the Aurora Farmers Market & Artisan
Fair today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Town Park. (49 Wells
Street). Theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

TUESDAY, MAY 22
The Aurora Public Library invites you to drop by for
an informal “Meet & Greet” with candidates nominated
in the upcoming provincial election. This is an opportunity
to meet candidates from the ridings of Newmarket-Aurora
and Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill over coffee and
conversation. This event is intended as an information
session in accordance with the Library’s role in civic
engagement. 7 - 8.30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
The Aurora Community Café is open today – and
each Wednesday – from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church, located at the corner of Victoria and
Mosley (Entrance off Victoria). Now serving lunch, along
with fresh baked goods, lunch, coffee, tea, juice, a DJ and
live music.

****
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speakers Series
continues tonight with Melanie Whitfield on The Leaskdale
Manse NHS. This presentation examines the history
of the Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of Ontario,
the development and restoration of The Leaskdale

YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

Manse National Historic Site, and the life of Lucy Maud
Montgomery while she lived there from 1911 to 1926. $7.00
each, $5.00 for AHS Members. Refreshments served. To
reserve your seat call 905 727 8991. For more information
about Melanie and our other 2018 Speakers visit aurorahs.
com/activities.

****
The Aurora Public Library is thrilled to welcome
the author of the Commonwealth Prize-winning and
Governor General’s Literary Award-nominated author
of The Electrical Field, Kerry Sakamoto. Her new book
Floating City, is described as “Citizen Kane reimagined, a
novel about ambition and the relentless desire to belong”.
Wednesday May 23, 7:00 p.m. Free.

SATURDAY, MAY 26
AURORA FARMERS’ MARKET: Seasonal fresh
fruits & veggies, delicious goodies and unique crafts will be
waiting for you at the Aurora Farmers Market & Artisan
Fair today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Town Park. (49 Wells
Street). Theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

****
The Aurora Senior Association Evergreen Choir

Noise issue raises questions
From page 11
need to correct, and I think it is urgent.”
To bring about this change, a Councillor
would need to put forward a notice of
motion in that regard, and that almost took
place last Tuesday until staff suggested
some time to delve in to the matter further
and bring forward more information for
Council’s review.
“I am wondering specifically why
institutional was left out,” said CAO Doug
Nadorozny about the noise bylaw. “There
probably was some rationale behind that
and I think it would be beneficial to bring
that forward before Council makes a
decision.”
There might be some hope for area
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residents, however, if there is a noise
condition buried within the retirement
centre’s site plan agreement, and that too
will be reviewed.
“Unless there is a provision in some
other agreement, like a site plan agreement
or some other agreement I am not aware
of, with respect to the noise bylaw, there
is no violation so we are unable to take
action.”
The fact the bylaw is silent on
institutional zones and causing disruption to
a neighbourhood is something Councillor
Wendy Gaertner said was “absolutely an
insult to the residents.
“This is a huge oversight and the sooner
it can be corrected the better.”

Father-Son Hockey Retreat

June 15-17th, 2018
All hockey levels and all ages welcome!

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

Not for Profit Sports Camp &
Retreat Facility Since 1967

warmly invites you to attend our annual Spring Concert
“With a Joyful Song” under the direction of Dr. Richard
Heinzle. The concert takes place on Saturday, May 26
at our new time: 1:30 pm, doors open at 1 p.m. Tickets
are $5. Children under 14 are free, but tickets are required.
They are available at the reception desk of the Centre,90
John West Way, Aurora, For more information, call 905726-4767.Light refreshment will be served at intermission.

SUNDAY, MAY 27
The Aurora Garden Club, which is celebrating 100
years in our community, and Aurora Home Hardware, are
joining forces again for the annual Garden Aurora! Plant
Sale. Members will be donating perennial plants from their
own gardens in this area so you are assured they will work
for you. Great member and Nursery plants at fabulous
prices, giveaways and more (it is our Birthday), make this a
must visit. We sold out by noon last year so come early for
best selection.

****
The Pet Valu walk for Dog Guides will take place today
from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon at Sheppard’s Bush. This spring,
residents and their four-legged “best friends” are preparing
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to walk together for the Pet Valu Walk for Dog Guides.
Each walk is organized by a member of the community. By
participating in the Walk, you can help provide life-changing
Dog Guides to Canadians with disabilities. Walk routes are
accessible to all. For more, visit walkfordogguides.com/
locations/walk.cfm?ID=1259.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 30
The Aurora Community Café is open today – and
each Wednesday – from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church, located at the corner of Victoria and
Mosley (Entrance off Victoria). Now serving lunch, along
with fresh baked goods, lunch, coffee, tea, juice, a DJ and
live music.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13
The PROBUS Club of Aurora holds their monthly
meeting today from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Royal
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora.
This month’s entertainment will be: Joseph Thomson,
singing & playing the guitar. For more information on this
month’s speaker please call Cliff White at 905-841-2421.
New Members Welcome! Call Gary Gilbert at 905-8952849or be our guest at the meeting.

SATURDAY, JUNE 16
The Aurora Community Band will host their concert
“An Uprising Built on Hope.” Come enjoy the beautiful
sounds of Aurora’s band at Trinity Anglican Church, 79
Victoria Street, beginning at 7.30 p.m. Tickets are $10
for adults, $5 for students, and available at the door by
contacting auroracommunityband@gmail.com.

CROSSWORD
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AIRPORT LIMO

Who does what in our community

Shirley Jean Limousine
Classic Limousine Service

Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Mobile: 289-221-0030

CLEANERS

Why take a chance...

go with who you know!

(905) 841-6243

www.mollymaid.ca
1.844.732.7575
1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6,

1.844.732.7575
CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING
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Concord,
ONSt.L4K
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info@pearlknstructions.com
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3P4
www.pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

www.pearlknstructions.com
8575
Keele St. #5-6, Concord,
ON L4K 3P4
Re-sanding
•
•
•
Re-sanding •• Refinishing
Refinishing
• Sales
Sales
• Installation
Installation
• Service
Service
info@pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com •• www.pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding
•• Refi
•• Sales
Installation
Service
Re-sanding • Refinishing
• Sales
Installation
• Service
Re-sanding
Reﬁ•nishing
nishing
Sales •• Installation
•• Service

DRIVEWAYS

DIRECTORY

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

ELECTRICAL

Electrical Lights • Chandeliers
Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Exceptional Interior Decoration and
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.
Staging Services Tailored For You
Exceptional
Interior
Decoration and
Established
2001
Staging Services
Tailored
For You
|
Cell: 416-456-5336

dagwtw5@gmail.com

Complete Room Projects
Colour Consultations

FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Complete Room Projects

Space Planning

Colour Consultations
Exceptional Interior
Decoration and
Mood
Boards
Space
Planning For You
Staging
Services
Tailored

YOU WILL DIE
Shopping Services
Mood Boards

Who Are You Protecting?
Complete
Room Projects
Shopping
Services
Seasonal
Decoration

LYNETTE LATINSKY

Colour Consultations
Exceptional
Interior
Decoration and
Seasonal
Decoration
Staging
Space
Planning
Services
Tailored For You
Senior Financial Advisor Staging
| lynette.fi
nance@rogers.com

Staging

Colour Consultations

‘Professional’

Space Planning
‘Amazing
Transformation’
Life • Critical Illness
• Long
Term
Care • Disability
Staging
Mood
Boards
‘Amazing
Transformation’
Mortgage • Medical • Dental
• Group
Insurance
Shopping Services
‘Reliable & Dependable’

Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971
We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing
• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA

905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271
Call today for your FREE quote!
rhinorestorations@gmail.com

CREMATION

‘Reliable & Dependable’

DECKS
by
The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail
{wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

Proudly serving York Region

25 yrs. experience

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

FREE
ESTIMATES

DALTON’S PAINTING
• Interior & Exterior Painting
FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811
BARN PAINTING

‘Delivered As Promised’
Staging

‘Amazing
Transformation’
‘Delivered
As Promised’

‘Reliable & Dependable’
‘Meticulous’
‘Meticulous’
‘Professional’
‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Amazing Transformation’
‘Budget Conscious’
‘Budget Conscious’

‘Meticulous’
‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered
As Promised’
‘Highly
Recommend’
‘Highly Recommend’
‘Budget
Conscious’
‘Meticulous’

‘Highly Interior
Recommend’Decoration and
Exceptional
‘Budget Conscious’
Staging Services
Tailored For You
‘Highly Recommend’

LisaCleary
Cleary
LisaLisa
Cleary
Certified
Decorator
LisaInterior
Cleary
Complete Room Projects

Interior Decorator
Certified Certified
Interior
Decorator
Certified
Interior
Decorator
Colour
Consultations

289289
338338
4696
|4696
LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
Space
Planning
289
338
LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
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| |LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Mood Boards
289 338H
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H|n
aLisaCleary14@hotmail.com
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H a m n e t t I n t e r i o r s.c a
Shopping Services

H a m n e t t I n t eri o r s.c a
Seasonal Decoration

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING
Staging

‘Professional’

Zonta

Landscaping
& Renovating

‘Amazing Transformation’

SUNSET BEECH
‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’
‘Meticulous’

TREE
‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Fencing
Lisa Cleary
Certified Interior Decorator
Decking
Stone Work289 338 4696 | LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
H a m n e t t I n t eri o r s.c a
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Pruning • Removals
Kitchens

CARE

Consulting • Bracing • EAB

(647) 668 4949

zlr.ca

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES
• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE • DELIVERY

866-952-0146

CARLINg PROPANE INC.

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

TECH SUPPORT
ITS GLOBAL TECH On-Site
IT Computer Technical Support

⎜ Home/Small Business

• Slow or Freezing Computers
• PC Tune Up
• Setup and Conﬁgure WIFI
• Microsoft ofﬁce 2010, 2016
• Windows XP, 7, 8, 10 support
• Internat Browsers Support

• Viruses, Spyware and Malware
• Online Data Backup
• Full Network and Desktop Support
• Microsoft Ofﬁce 365 (Outlook)
• Video and Audio Support
• Applications Support

Call Abraham Solomon Any Time 24/7

647-970-6583

www.itglobaltech.ca

⎜ Email: itglobaltech98@gmail.com

SKYLIGHTS

goods and services
if you bring in this ad

DECKS

PAINTING

INTERIOR DECORATION

10% OFF
Complete cremation service for $2,205.

www.acmovingstorage.ca

Seasonal Decoration
‘Professional’

J.N.H. CONTRACTING

BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide.

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

Complete Room Projects

CONTRACTOR

• Heated Units
• Packaging & Storage
Supplies (Buy or Rent)
• 24 Hr Monitored Security
• Video Surveillance
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage

Tar and Chip

is an economical alternative
to asphalt paving with a rustic
country appearance, that also
provides a solid surface and is
a solution to ruts washout and
potholes.

Mood Boards
Cell: (416) 417-3224
Shopping Services
‘Professional’
Protect what you
value most.
Seasonal Decoration

hardwood
•• laminate
•• stairs
granite
hardwood
laminate ••• carpet
carpet
stairs •••granite
granite
hardwood
• laminate
carpet • stairs
porcelain
•
tiles
•
washrooms
•
kitchens
porcelain
kitchens
porcelain •• tiles
tiles •• washrooms
washrooms •• kitchens

MOVING

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?
• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

• interlock/pavers
• decks/fences
• retaining walls
• natural stone
• flagstone
• bobcat services

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

Call Joe at any time 416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

INC.

www.brightskylights.ca

WATER

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641
WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

MASONRY

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

Professionally Installing:

See the difference 32
35 years of experience makes

• Stone
• Brick
• Block
• Chimneys
• Flagstone

DECKS
DMLDECKS.COM
1,000s of installs!
Serving GTA 38 Years

905-836-3056

Spenser Wilson
647.542.0559
rightmasonry@gmail.com

Masonry
Restoration
Specialists

• FREE WATER TEST

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

Call Today

905-751-0845

reverse osmosis water.

This could be
your spot
Call to advertise:

905-727-3300 x 102
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Organizers “thrilled” with PAWS at the SARC
By Jake Courtepatte

Normally reserved for ice skates
and sneakers, the surface of the
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
on Saturday was instead reserved the
paws of man’s four-legged best friend.
The third annual PAWS event, run
by the Town of Aurora for dogs and
dog-lovers alike, went off without a
hitch in its first-ever indoor production.
Well-timed to coincide with
“Responsible Pet Owner Month”,
organizer and Town of Aurora Facility
Coordinator Louise Dyer said the
decision to move the event inside
seemed to pay off for the dozens of
vendors and hundreds of participants.
“Holding it at the arena gives us the
chance to not only allow our vendors
ample space, but to show off the events
sponsors, who are instrumental in
putting an event like this together in
the first place,” said Dyer, pointing out
the Pfaff Motors vehicles on the arena
floor.
Using the vehicles to show pet
owners how to get their dogs in and
out of the car, Dyer said it was key to
marry the ideas of sponsorship as well
as the ultimate goal of orientation in
the event.
“It’s all a key part of pet ownership.
Canadian Tire is also a huge sponsor,
as well as getting the names of local
pet businesses out there through the
vendors and sponsorships.”
Dyer said she was “thrilled” about
the turnout for the event.
“Even though it’s technically
the third year of the event, we are

Dogs from New Tecumseth’s RuffSports Training kept the hundreds of guests entertained at the first indoors PAWS at the SARC event on
Saturday. 											
Auroran photos by Jake Courtepatte

considering this our first year.”
With an initial goal of procuring
twenty vendors, the organizing team,
which included Dyer and Animal
Control Officer Brad Dewar as well
as dozens of volunteers, was able to
round up 44 vendors in total to fill the
floor.
This year also marked the first
year of partnering with RuffSport, a
travelling training and agility company
based out of New Tecumseth. Their
team of dogs kept guests entertained
with live demonstrations of racing,
jumping, and obedience throughout
the day.
“We interviewed a handful of
animal organizations,” said Dyer.
“These guys were hands-down the
best. We’re hoping to expand upon

that idea next year.
one each for the vendors and for
If all goes well, according to entertainment.
Dyer, next year’s event will have two
“The plan is to grow the event
separate, but connected facilities, every year from here on out.”

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

Freelance Reporter

for Local Community Newspaper
Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter
with a passion for community news.
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness
to cover local community events and issues.

Pick Me Up Promotions - Hiring part
time. We are looking for employees in the
Newmarket, Aurora and vicinity to travel to various
grocery stores and other locations to demonstrate
a variety of food products to the general public. We
offer competitive wages & ability to choose own
schedule. Shifts are primarily on weekends (10am
to 4pm) OR (11am to 5pm). Automobile required.
Please send resume or contact us by phone.
joetersigni@hotmail.com

416 709 8218

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
LOOKING for experienced,
knowledgable, on-site supervisor for the York
Region area. Please
email resume to:
stepheno@intercityrealty.com fax: 905597-0493 office: 905597-0227.

WILLING
TO
EDUCATE: Highly
motivated individual
for rewarding career
in financial services.
Call Amanda at
416.873.9998
S U R V E Y
PARTICIPANTS
NEEDED to test
new
product.
If
interested
email:
diazrandd@gmail.com

IF IT DOESN’T
SPARKLE,
IT’S NOT
SPARLING’S!

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Freelance reporting work for weekly
community newspapers and special projects
• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

14 Wellington St. E.
Unit #6, Aurora,
On L4G 1H5

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

905-727-0309

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Take photographs

sparlingsservices@rogers.com | www.SparlingsCleaningServices.ca

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

AURORA
3
BDRM
MAIN
FLOOR APARTMENT.
shared
laundry and utilities.
$1300/mo. Industrial
Pkwy South. 905642-4823

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

1 OR 2 FURNISHED OFFICES
for rent. 12¹ x 16¹.
King Rd and Hwy
400 area. Includes
heat/AC, lunchroom,
WiFi. $850mth. Call
416-452-9311

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle
• Reporting experience an asset
• An interest in local issues is a necessity,
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Let’s Talk.
Interested and qualified
candidates should forward
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

CARPET
HOW SAFE
IS YOUR JOB?
Start building your
business today!
Supplement your income
by working part-time.
You set your own hours.
Ask me how!
Call Ruth Greaves at
1-888-240-4767

I have 1000’s
of yards of new
100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom
& hall for as little as
$389.00
(includes carpet, pad & install)

Call Steve

877.759.8179

carpetdeals.ca

SENIORS
WELCOME
CARRIERS
NEEDED
to deliver
The Auroran
newspaper
every Thursday.
Earn money
while
getting
exercise.
Contact Cephise

416-505-2770

Breathe New Life
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically!
LPs and 45s,get rid of
the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a
chance, details:
spin2live@yahoo.com

ADVERTISE IN THE
AURORAN
CLASSIFIEDS
CALL: 905-727-3300
EXT 102
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