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THE GREAT CANADIAN WINTER – Rain might have made for a soggy Family Day on Monday, but that did nothing to dampen
the enthusiasm at Town Park as scores of residents gathered for Aurora’s annual Arctic Adventure. Here, Ozan, Dori, Emek and Fruzsi find
a nice spot on the snow to build a makeshift inuksuk. For full coverage of Arctic Adventure, please see Page 20.
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Dawe will seek third term to see Library Square, Armoury brought to fruition
and Seniors’ Centre on Victoria Street
and get something going for downtown
Nearly 20 years ago, Geoff Dawe revitalization.
stood at the Council podium.
Although it took nearly two decades
As co-chair of the fundraising to get there, the buildings were torn
committee for Aurora’s new library, down last month and now Mayor Dawe
which has since become the Town’s most wants to see this redevelopment through
popular community hub, he thinks back to completion.
to his pitch to the Council of the day
Ahead of his speech to local business
and wonders, in hindsight, why it took and community leaders at the Aurora
17 years to tear down the old Library Chamber of Commerce this week,
By Brock Weir

Mayor Dawe sat down for his annual
pre-address interview with The Auroran
talking about the year ahead and, for
him, the year ahead will include a reelection campaign.
“Absolutely, and I’m looking forward
to it,” said Mayor Dawe on whether
he would indeed seek a third term. “I
remember standing up as vice chair of
the fundraising committee to say, ‘We
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“There is a Rehteah
in every single
community”
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By Brock Weir

*Based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices

They mean well, but sometimes they
don’t think before the words pass their lips.
They are looking to comfort, but their
efforts can often compound the problem.
“Look at you, Leah,” Leah Parsons
recalls a fellow mom saying to her at one
of her daughter’s basketball games. “God
only gives you what you can handle.”
Parsons, whose daughter Rehteah
took her own life after seventeen months
of torment following sexual assault and
cyber-bullying, simply couldn’t hold her
tongue any longer.

WHY PAY MORE?

WARMING UP FOR WINTER BLUES – The Aurora Winter Blues Festival
arrives this Friday at St. Andrew’s College, but Aurora has been getting into the groove all
month with a series of teasers, including, above, Ken Whiteley and Freedom Blues, who
appeared at the Aurora Cultural Centre on Thursday. For more, see Page 18.
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Repeated attempts to secure Aurora
a second seat around the Regional
Council table have been struck down
by fellow York Region municipalities,
but Aurora is set to score a back-up
voice if the Mayor is unable to attend.
Council
will
consider
recommendations this week which
will peg the office of Deputy Mayor,
currently held by Councillor John
Abel and conventionally secured by
the highest vote-getter in the race for
Aurora’s Council seats, with being the
Deputy at the Regional level as well.
An alternate to attend meetings
when
Mayor
Dawe,
Aurora’s
representative at the Regional level, is
unable to attend has long been sought
as a next-best-thing to a full second
seat and an appointment process was
recently put in place by the Province
of Ontario to do just that.
Aurora’s decision will follow the
Township of King, which also has a
lone voice at the table in Mayor Steve
Pellegrini. Last week, the Region
appointed Bill Cober as King’s
alternate representative for the
remainder of the 2014-2018 term.
If passed by Aurora Councillors
at the Committee level this week,
and further ratified on February 27,
Councillor Abel, as Deputy Mayor,
will assume his role at the Region on
March 1 and receive an additional
$100 compensation per month if the
month in question requires Regional
duties, plus a further $100 for each
meeting.
“The
Modernizing
Ontario’s
Municipal Legislation Act, 2017
contained a number of amendments
to the Municipal Act, 2001, including
permitting municipalities to appoint
alternates for their members of

Regional Council,” said Michael de
Rond, Clerk for the Town of Aurora, in
his report for Council’s consideration.
“The alternate will only be able
to attend Council meetings in the
absence of the Mayor; no alternates
will be permitted at Committee
of the Whole. The Town can only
appoint one Member of Council as
the alternate, meaning if both the
Mayor and alternate are unable to
attend a Council meeting, the Town
of Aurora will not be represented.
“The alternate Member of
Regional Council will be paid mileage
by the Region to attend meetings, but
receive no additional remuneration.
Staff [recommend] that the Town
pay the alternate $100.00 per month
as he/she will be expected to read the
various Regional agendas, should he/
she have to unexpectedly attend if the
Mayor is unable to. Staff are further
suggesting that should the alternate
attend a Regional Council Meeting
in place of the Mayor, that he/she be
paid an additional $100.00/meeting.”
According to the new rules, once
Aurora Council decides the status of
the alternate, the Region will have to
be officially notified in writing and
the local appointment will, in turn,
be ratified by Regional Council. It
will be the responsibility of each
municipality to keep the deputies in
the loop on the meetings they will
have to attend, and their attendance
at each Regional meeting will need to
be confirmed to the Region in writing.
Alternates, once ratified, will need
to take a declaration of office in
order to attend and exercise the roles
and responsibilities of a Regional
Council member – but these powers
only extend as far as being a voice
for the municipality at the Regional
meetings themselves.
Continued on page 19

SHOW STOPPERS.
THE BMW i8 ROADSTER & BMW X2
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Receive additional
Auto Show Credit
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$

*

BMW Newmarket presents: Auto Show Premieres
Dare to dream. BMW Newmarket proudly previews two of the most exciting vehicles
that will grace the Auto Show stage.
The BMW i8 Roadster is among the first examples of an open-top, plug-in hybrid
sports car. The i8 Roadster accelerates from 0 to 100 km/h (62 mph) in 4.6 seconds,
with a top speed of 250 km/h. The Navigation system Professional, BMW Display
Key, Driving Assistant, ConnectedDrive Services – featuring new intelligent route
planning and highly personalised in-car displays – are all standard.
The head-turning design of the new BMW X2 combines the discreet robustness
of a BMW X model with the athletic potency of a coupe. Three engine/transmission
variants are offered from launch: The sDrive20i gas model and two diesel engines,
both of which come standard with xDrive intelligent all-wheel drive and the efficient
eight-speed Steptronic transmission.
BMW Newmarket encourages you to view these exciting premieres at the Auto
Show. Then stop by the dealership to discover our entire model line-up.

BMW NEWMARKET
87 Mulock Drive, Newmarket, ON
bmwnewmarket.ca • 1 (877) 592-9905

*$1,000 on select in-stock 2018 BMW models (excluding X2 and M5 models) applies to cash purchases and lease
and finance purchases made through BMW Financial Services Canada from February 15-24, 2018 only.

Dilawri Group of Companies is Canada’s largest automotive group with 63 franchised dealerships representing 30 automotive brands across Canada | Dilawri.ca
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Heart Month highlights community need – and an opportunity
for community to help
By Brock Weir

Owen Veloso, second from left, with his dad Brian and mom Laura, is pictured at the Heart
Wall at Harvey’s Restaurant at Yonge and Henderson. They are joined by, from left, Melissa
Gill, Becky Robinson, Trudy Rudolph of the Heart & Stroke Foundation, and franchise owner
Joe Anselmo.
			
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

“Heart-y’s”
That’s what nine-year-old Aurora
resident Owen Veloso thinks the
venerable
Canadian
hamburger
restaurant Harvey’s should be called.
It’s not a comment on the food itself,
but the spirit within its walls at the
Yonge and Henderson restaurant as
they make a final push to raise $6,000
for the Heart & Stroke Foundation.
Owen is a familiar face around the
restaurant.
Having been born with a congenital
heart defect, he has been the “face” of
the restaurant’s annual campaign to
give
the local branch of the foundation

a much-needed boost during February’s
“Heart Month.”
This year is no exception as Owen,

his parents Laura and Brian, and
restaurant owner Joe Anselmo, spread
the word that for $2 at the point of
purchase, you can buy a paper heart
with all money raised going directly
back to the Foundation.
“We all have a heart,” says Laura,
whose son was not expected to survive
the first five months of his life. “The
money that is raised goes towards
all sorts of research to help keep
everybody’s heart healthy. Owen was
born with a heart defect, and heart
defects are never really cured. There
are medications and surgeries but they
are never really cured.
“With the more severe heart defects,
we’re not talking about one operation,
we’re talking about multiple operations,
life-long procedures, and it is specialized
Continued on page 21
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Highland Automotive Professionals is proud
to introduce another team member

Breakthrough
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Jeff Hodgins, Service Consultant
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(Cervical/Lumbar Stenosis)

Do you experience numbness,
weakness or tingling in a leg, foot, arm
or hand? Do you have neck or back pain
that has lasted more than one month or
experience frequent headaches? You may
be suffering from a condition known as
spinal stenosis.
Spinal Stenosis is defined as narrowing
of the bone channel occupied by the
spinal nerves or the spinal cord.
Some people are born with a congenital
form, but most develop spinal stenosis as
part of the degenerative process. A few do
not feel any effects of the narrowing, but
as part of the aging process, most people
will eventually notice radiating pain,
weakness, and/or numbness secondary
to the compression of the nerves or spinal
cord.
In lumbar stenosis, the spinal nerve roots
in the lower back become compressed
and this can produce symptoms of
sciatica—tingling, weakness or numbness
that radiates from the low back and into
the buttocks and legs—especially with
activity.
You go to the drug store or to your
doctor and get pills to help relieve your
symptoms. But you find the symptoms
keep returning. Alternatively, the doctor
may refer you to a specialist who may tell
you that surgery is needed or is an option
for you.
However, many people are hesitant to
have surgery given its invasive nature. It is
important to know that although surgery
is sometimes necessary, it is considered a
last resort in most cases.
Also, you may have heard that there
are serious health risks associated with
chronic use (or overuse) of medications
that include damage to the liver, kidneys
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and gut.
There is a new, natural, safe and highly
effective approach that has helped many
sufferers improve their lives dramatically:
Laser therapy uses light to favor and
accelerate the body’s natural healing
processes. The innovative Multiwave
Locked System (MLS) Laser produces a
safe, efficient and simultaneous effect on
pain, inflammation and nerve conduction,
exceeding the limits of traditional LLLT
(Low power) and concerns of HP (High
power) laser therapy.
According to multiple studies MLS laser
therapy appears to be uniquely capable of
decreasing the inflammation around the
spinal cord and shows great promise in the
battle against the devastating sequelae of
this condition.
What does this mean for you?
Many of our patients have reported a
90-95% relief✓ of their symptoms, more
mobility, increased
sensation and vastly
✓
improved function!
It is the ✓ very latest in medical
✓
technology, with
years of clinical studies
supporting its safety and efficacy and
we are very proud to offer our patients
effective solutions to their recent or
chronic conditions.
“This new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach has helped
many sufferers improve
their lives
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve the
results you deserve! Call (905) 773-2225 to
book your FREE consultation and examination
at King West Wellness Centre 141 King
Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In the Home
Hardware Plaza)

✓

✓

✓

✓
✓

✓
✓

✓
✓

✓
✓

Hello, my name is Jeff Hodgins, Service Consultant
with Highland for the past 8+ years and in my
20th year working for GM. Over these years I have
gained valuable knowledge and experience in the
automotive service industry and try to use this
everyday to provide a high standard of
✓ service to our Highland clients.
customer
✓

The working
environment at Highland is one of
✓
professionalism and dedication with a common goal of
satisfying every client on every visit to the dealership.

✓
✓

Please don’t hesitate to contact me in our
Service Department 905-727-7787 ext.273

We Know Service Matters.

4.5

188 Total Reviews

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus
905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Machell’s Corners

Library performances
miss the mark, says
reader
On a recent Saturday trip to
the Aurora Public Library, I was
surprised to be “greeted” with music
echoing throughout the library.
Don’t get me wrong, music is
wonderful, but the library is not the
venue for it. Perhaps the Cultural
Centre would be appropriate, but
certainly not the library.
A number of us library patrons
enjoy the library because of the
solitude, the quiet that some of us
long for serves as a welcome break
from the seemingly endless stream of
contact inherent in modern life.
Recently, the Mayor tweeted
an image of the Aurora bicycle
“bookmobile”. Succinctly put, what a
waste of money.
Apparently these bicycles cost
approximately $3,000 US dollars
as they are imported from Europe.
The problem with the bicycle as
a promotional “vehicle” is that as
anyone who has ever had a paper
route with a front carrier knows, they
are difficult to steer and cannot handle
hills or grades effectively.
Since the bike can be used only
during days when there is no chance
of rain and certainly not in winter, this
trendy purchase may be considered
cute, but clearly not a sage one.
Having only seen the bicycle at
the Farmers’ Market, I doubt that
it has been any further afield unless
transported by another vehicle.
Certainly if the library wants to
get out into the community, as it
should, it can find more cost effective
and year round method to do so.
The library also again this year
decided to waste money on the One
Book One Aurora program.
If the library offers town residents
the opportunity to borrow books
and other resources at no cost, why
does the same library feel it is their
mandate to give away books without
any promise of return?
The idea of One Book One Aurora
may have its benefits, although I
doubt it, but regardless the books
should not be just given away with
no promise of wider distribution. As
an aside, according the newspaper,
the book selected for this year’s
program was chosen by just one
person at the library. I was surprised
by this revelation as this task would
have been better suited to a panel
of library personnel who would have
provided a wider range of possible
titles and interests.
Don’t misinterpret my criticisms
of the library as I am a patron of
the library for over 25 years and consider it
to be a wonderful facility with caring and

knowledgeable staff.
I just think that it is time for
the library to turn the page and focus
on becoming a great resource for all

Aurorans.
Frank Stephenson
Aurora

To submit a letter to the editor,
please send your email to
letters@auroran.com
Deadline for submissions
is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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Dumpster Fire Sale
Whatever happened to all those
people who claimed Provincial politics
is boring?
Are they sitting down at a Family
Day brunch ready to eat their words,
or are they still lavishing comfortably in
their respective cones of silence?
Let’s hope it is the former because
there is no Ontarian even mildly
engaged in the world around them
who would – or could – say that the
last seven days in the race to transform
Queen’s Park by this summer’s
Provincial election has been anything
close to boring.
Last week started out innocuously
enough. In fact, it started out in one
of the most pedestrian ways possible:
warming up an old argument that has
been cooling and coagulating on a
turned-off backburner for well over a
year.
“Ontario families continue to pay
more for Kathleen Wynne’s Hydro One
fire sale” blared the subject line of an
email I received from the Progressive
Conservative party offices on Monday.
You can probably guess what
followed, but I will place it here for
posterity’s sake.
“Since Day One, the Ontario PCs
have opposed Kathleen Wynne’s fire
sale of Hydro One,” said Ontario
PC Energy Critic Todd Smith in the
statement. “Their fire sale has driven
up the cost of living for families,
seniors, and businesses and today we
have more proof that this fire sale
means long-term pain for short-term
Wynne Liberal gain.”
The statement went on to claim
that the “fire sale” was “only about
balancing the budget in an election
year,” losing Ontarians $1.1 billion in
the process in year-ahead forecasts.
“The Liberals like to talk a big game
on infrastructure, but the Hydro One
fire sale was never about investing in
infrastructure,” continued MPP Lisa
MacLeod, Finance Critic for the PC
Party. “This was about cooking the
books in an election year while Liberal
donors and insiders get rich.”
Added Smith, “Under Kathleen
Wynne’s watch, families are struggling
to make ends meet while the Hydro
One CEO applies for rate increases to
pay for millions of dollars in raises for
executives. Not only that, Hydro One
continues to spend billions of dollars on
foreign dirty coal-burning companies
while Ontario families are paying more
and getting less.”
Sound arguments all, but while the

BROCK’S
BANTER
Brock Weir

Progressive Conservatives might have
been making valid comments about a
so-called fire sale, elsewhere in the PC
party, sparks were being set off which
seems to have led to the ignition of a
veritable dumpster fire of their own
making.
A few weeks ago when the
Progressive Conservative leadership
position became vacant following the
surprise resignation of Patrick Brown,
a move which the former leader argued
for a moment was a surprise to him as
well, I wrote on the subject of how they
were going to replace him.
At the time, the party was fresh off
the decision to open the leadership
contest up to its full membership base,
a decision it seems was made with less
than unanimity within the party itself.
“The Progressive Conservatives have
an energized membership base which
previous PC slates, and indeed slates
of any particular stripe down through
time, would envy and it would be a
shame not to harness this energy when
picking a new leader,” I wrote. “That
being said, opening the leadership
up to the entire voting base of the
Progressive Conservative party does
open up the possibility of sweeping
in a new leader, potentially one from
outside the current crop of MPPs and
confirmed candidates, who do not
buy into the platform outlined by the
now previous leader in the People’s
Guarantee.”
It only took until Thursday for this
to become abundantly clear when
what was then a quartet of leadership
candidates – former MPP Christine
Elliott, former Toronto councillor
Doug Ford, lobbyist Tanya Granic
Allen, and political newcomer and
York-Simcoe PC candidate Caroline
Mulroney – sat down with Steve Paikin
for the first leadership “debate” of this
hotly contested race.
Less a debate and more a political
roundtable, it was the first time we
were able to see how the hopefuls
differed from one another. While there
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were indeed differences, from style to
their vision if granted a mandate, I
was struck by their similarities, from
their near unanimous rejection of the
controversial hike in minimum wage, as
well as their unanimous rejection of a
carbon tax, a key pillar of the People’s
Guarantee, the very platform which
was, just a few short weeks ago, slated
to be the cornerstone of their party’s
campaign – a campaign with just
more than 100 days before its thrilling
conclusion.
So, what does this mean for a party
which, at press time, is readying to
meet its fate at the polls in June? 105
days of hand-wringing to see how this
turns out and, by the time the leader
taking them into the 2018 election
is crowned, less than 90 days to craft
a platform that suits them and their
alleged 200,000-strong membership
base.
It is a very tight situation, and one I
am sure leaves party faithful sweating,
but a day is a long time in politics.
Little more than 12 hours after the
first debate, interim party leader Vic
Fedeli announced his decision to oust
Patrick Brown from the PC caucus
and, just a few hours after that, Brown
dramatically showed up at PC party
headquarters to throw his hat into the
race to replace himself.
Swept aside were any questions that
first debate raised, along with any of the
inroads the other four might have made
in reaching a new audience or tapping
into an untapped group of potential
supporters and, once again, the entire
race was thrown into disarray.
Once again, discussions over ideas
and a clear vision for this province have
been swept aside by discussions over
personalities and the court of public
opinion. While Mr. Brown has every
right to be in this race and to clear his
name if the allegations that led to his
resignation ultimately do prove false,
one has to wonder if there is enough
time for any member of this leadership
quintet to extinguish the dumpster fire.
On Friday, when Brown’s next move
became clear, a CTV commentator
said, “Kathleen Wynne just sent Patrick
Brown a box of muffins,” implying that
the path was being swept for her to
claim victory once again.
That might be a bit too hasty, but
it does seem that once again, after
the religious schools disaster and the
100,000 Jobs fiasco, that the party is
once again coming to a sword fight
with an unsharpened pencil.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors
and letter writers are not necessarily those of The
Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number,
although number will not be published, and be limited
to 600 words. Letters may be edited or refused. All
contents protected by copyright.
ADVERTISING POLICY
Publisher is not liable for slight changes or
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of an
advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the
attention of the publisher prior to the following edition.
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This photograph of the Aurora Tennis Club
(2002.19.435) was captured in 1913 on the
north lawn of Hillary House. When tennis
first came to Aurora during the late 1980s,
it was regularly played on the Hillary House
lawn. By 1912, there was also a lawn tennis
court on Victoria Street, just east of Trinity
Anglican Church.

Health Investment
Recently I was at Southlake Regional
Health Centre to make an announcement
regarding the province’s ongoing support
in health care by investing $187 million
in 2018-19 to make more beds available
across the province.
This investment will enable selected
hospitals, facing capacity challenges, to
open beds where they are most needed
now.
Residents of Newmarket-Aurora and
across York Region know that hospital
capacity is an important indicator of
how our health care system, as a whole,
is functioning. As our population ages; as
our population grows, there is increased
demand for the delivery of services across
a wide range of care. Southlake serves
an area of 1.8 million residents – in York
Region and South Simcoe. By 2021, this
population will grow by more than 20 per
cent. In fact, the area Southlake serves has
the highest projected growth rate among
LHINs.
Our government is taking action to
help meet the immediate needs of patients
during this year’s flu season, and beyond.
When in-patient beds are full, it means
emergency department patients in need of
critical care must wait before they can be
admitted.
Ontario is taking action to ensure our
health care system is prepared to meet the
needs of patients now, during flu season
and beyond. We are investing in hospital
beds to improve access to care for patients
and reduce wait times in hospitals across
the province. Hospital funding in Ontario
has risen from $11.3 billion in 2003-04 to
$18.1 billion in 2017-18 – a 60 per cent
increase.
While no decisions have been made
about any hospitals, through my work
as MPP and my seat at Cabinet and at
Treasury Board, I am strongly advocating
for significant funding for Southlake.
I have high praise for the staff at

invested $100 million to open more than
1,200 beds to increase capacity in hospitals
in advance of the flu season. We created
transitional care spaces outside of hospital
for up to 1,700 patients who don’t require
care in a hospital. The province invested
an additional $100 million in 2017-18 in
home care supports and services.
As part of our action plan for seniors,
Ontario committed to create 5,000 longterm care beds over the next four years and
more than 30,000 across the province over
Chris Ballard, MPP
the next decade. I’m confident you’ll see
Newmarket-Aurora
Southlake. They have been creative in real action on this before the next election.
I will continue to work closely with
finding solutions; to adopt new technology;
Southlake,
its staff and supporters; as well
reorganize departments; change how care
is delivered; and make do with minimum as others across my riding who provide both
increases. There is only so much we can physical and mental health. I appreciate
ask of this hospital and the great people the work Southlake has done to clearly lay
out a path forward
who work there.
On a different note I would like to
I’ll be working hard at Queen’s Park
congratulate
our two hometown heroes
to make the surge beds permanent at
Southlake. Southlake needs $2 million in that are currently participating in the 2018
funding to plan for the future growth of Pyeongchang Olympics. Derek Livingston
of Aurora finished seventeenth overall
this hospital and, frankly, it’s time.
I have asked for funding to kick-start the in the men’s snowboard halfpipe event.
establishment of a Mental Health Hub in Newmarket’s Gabrielle Daleman won a
this riding to serve the needs of youth and gold medal as part of the team event for
adults. I believe mental health is the single Canada in figure skating and she will go for
biggest health care and social issue we face gold again in the women’s individual event.
in Newmarket-Aurora … perhaps right You both have made your hometowns and
across the province. As our Minister of your country beam with pride.
Health is fond of saying, “there is no health
Did you know that Southlake Regional
without mental health.”
I am proud to have begun those Hospital is built up around the former York
discussions with Southlake, York Regional County Hospital? The original YCH was
Police and our LHIN to find a solution. the first hospital built in York Region and
Today, there are close to 20 organizations was located at Main Street and Millard
meeting to establish a mental health hub Avenue. It had six beds and opened in
in this riding. A mental health hub will go 1922.
a long way in addressing issues we face all
As always, I invite you to contact me on
across York Region.
Our government has, as a key priority, any issue. Please call my community office at
the need to ensure that patients and families 905-750-0019, or visit my website at www.
receive the right care at the right time and ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email is: cballard.
in the right place. We continue to invest in mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. I look forward to
home and community care services. We hearing from you.

VIEW FROM
QUEENS PARK

‘Central Park’
One of the big local news stories
recently is Newmarket’s decision to
develop a green space that is said will
emulate New York’s Central Park.
To be located at Mulock and Yonge,
the 11 acre park is expected to include
water features, trails, a skating rink, fire
pits and market vendors.
The whole project is projected to cost
$24M.
It has been suggested that this once
again shows that our neighbour to the
north continues to be one step ahead of
Aurora.
I beg to differ. In fact, in this case I
think they’re playing “catch up.”
Sure, Newmarket may have some
admirable infrastructure and programs
that Aurora does not, but as far as a
“Central Park”, we beat them to that
ages ago.
We know ours as Sheppard’s Bush.
Like Newmarket’s proposed park,
it is centrally located within our
municipality, and has extensive walking
trails.
While it may not have market
vendors, which Aurorans can experience
elsewhere in Town at events such as
the Street Sale or Farmers’ Markets,
Sheppard’s Bush does have a number
of elements that Newmarket’s new park
will not.
First is an extensive connection to
other green spaces.
Unlike the new park, which will be
surrounded by development, Sheppard’s
Bush is part of one contiguous park

events throughout the year, such as
Hallowe’en’s Haunted Forest, the
canine-themed Paws in the Park, and
numerous soccer tournaments.
And no one wants to miss the annual
Lions Club pancake breakfast that takes
place late each winter. Enjoying a hot
meal covered in maple syrup while
sitting outside in the snow amidst this
former sugar bush...well, you can’t get
much more Canadian than that.
Scott Johnston
Perhaps the biggest difference
system that stretches right from the
between the two parks is size. You could
north to south borders of Aurora.
This not only expands the trail system, easily fit five of Newmarket’s “Central
but provides an extended wildlife Park” inside Sheppard’s Bush, and still
corridor along the Holland River, a have room to spare.
significant water feature which burbles
So, while our park may not have all of
through the heavily forested Sheppard’s
Bush. A walk through this area may the features suggested for Newmarket’s
result in encounters with woodpeckers, proposed park, it has a lot going for it in
deer, muskrats, owls and any other of any season.
Better yet, it’s centrally located,
the dozens of species found there.
Apart from waterways and an and unlike our neighbour’s proposed
abundance of animal life, our park has park, which is still a few years away,
a picnic pavilion, a historic log cabin, Sheppard’s Bush is available for
Aurorans to use any time, and we don’t
and even a fitness trail.
There are about a dozen extensively have to fork out an additional $50 a
used playing fields, including an household to purchase it.
So, well done to Newmarket’s
artificial turf one.
council
for deciding to develop their
Also unique to Sheppard’s Bush is
the Windfall Ecology Centre. Located own central park.
And in future, should you wish to
within the park, this non-profit
enterprise is dedicated to building copy any other successful ideas Aurora
sustainable
communities
through has already implemented and enjoyed
conservation, education, renewable for years, feel free. I’m sure your
residents will appreciate it.
energy and water protection.
Sheppard’s Bush is also home
Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
to an increasing variety of special

INSIDE
AURORA

machellscorners@gmail.com

Ontario workers now know exactly
where they stand with Conservatives in
this province.
Last week, every single provincial
Conservative leadership candidate
spoke up and promised they would take
money away from Ontario workers by
rolling back the $15 minimum wage.
Christine Elliot says she’d “hold off
on the increase for 2019.”
Doug Ford and Tanya Granic Allen
told workers a flat-out “nope” to the
raise.
And Caroline Mulroney says she’d
put the brakes on that much-needed
raise for workers, slowing it down to “a
quarter a year.”
Instead of acknowledging the
people who are working full time, yet
struggling to pay rent, put food on the
table or care for their families, they all
ganged up to stop the $15 minimum
wage.
But here’s what I know as Minister
of Labour: this raise simply cannot
wait. Now is the time to ensure that
all hard working people of Ontario
are sharing in our plan to create more
fairness and opportunity for everyone.
Ontario’s economy is doing well —
almost 800,000 jobs have been created
since the recession and our growth
has been outpacing all of Canada and
the G7 nations. But while Ontario’s
economy is growing, not all families
are sharing in the prosperity.
Many people in Ontario are raising
families on minimum wage, and too
many are still living in poverty, despite
working full time. People are worried
about falling behind, even as they are
working so very hard to get ahead.
The Tories simply ignore these hard
working people.
That’s why our government brought
forward necessary changes to address
these challenges and create a fair and
more secure workplace. Through our
plan, the minimum wage will increase
to $15 an hour, part-time workers will
earn equal pay to full-time workers
doing the same work, and employees
will be better able to balance their
commitments through fair scheduling,
increased vacation and paid sick days.
The entire Conservative caucus voted
against all these measures last year, and
now every Conservative leadership
candidate has promised to cancel the
$15 minimum wage increase. It’s clear
Conservatives simply don’t care about
the millions of people working hard to
put food on their family’s table.
No one working full-time in Ontario
should wonder where their next meal
is coming from. Our changes mean
that many parents who work two or
three minimum wage jobs will no
longer have to choose between paying
rent and feeding their children. With
these changes, employees can take time
off work to take care of a loved one
without fear of losing their job. Life for
workers in Ontario is now better. Life
for workers in Ontario is now more
secure.
As of January 1, minimum wage in
Ontario is $14 an hour. It will rise to
$15 an hour a year from now. Personal
emergency leave and paid vacation
has been expanded, and those affected
by domestic and sexual violence
now have 17 weeks of job-protected
leave, including five paid days.
Ontario is stronger because of
Continued on page 10

THIS WEEK’S
NEW POLL
Do you agree with the York Region District School
Board’s decision to move Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School to Bayview?

Yes

No Unsure

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
FEBRUARY 20, 2018

Play Tennis Day!
(February 23)

Leadership candidates
would roll back
minimum wage:
Minister

RESULTS
TO DATE

The Aurora Museum
& Archives
is celebrating...

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A
YES

BNO

60%
40% 59%

UNSURE

0%
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Make your mark on Aurora by suggesting a name
for Library Square
we’re going through and I think this
would involve and get the residents
of the Town active and get them even
more excited than they already are with
this redevelopment,” said Councillor
Mrakas. “I think it is a really good
opportunity to have those submissions
come in and then have staff develop
how that would work and how it would
come to us for final approvals.”
While he was supportive of the
motion, Councillor Jeff Thom looked
across the pond for a note of caution.
Parameters, he said, need to be put
in place so Aurora doesn’t find itself
in a similar position to the United
Kingdom where a public vote on what
the Government should name its new
billion-pound ice breaker resulted in
a ship that was almost called “Boaty
McBoatface.”
“[I think we need] to look at the
parameters we’re going to set out
through this process so that people
understand when they are submitting
names it will be subject to the final vote
of Council or however that process
comes out,” said Councillor Thom
before setting sail with Boaty, which was
ultimately named after naturalist Sir
David Attenborough after the process
was clarified. “I am looking forward to
the criteria that staff are going to bring
forward to make sure that the public
are aware of their expectations in
terms of the process, not only with the
submissions but how we move forward
with those submissions when they come
in.”
This was a view shared by Councillors
Wendy Gaertner and John Abel, with
the latter noting, “We don’t want to
commit to what a survey may find or
submissions. There will be certain
guidelines and I appreciate that.”
Added
Councillor
Michael
Thompson: “I think [this] is a great way
to start to engage the communities a

By Brock Weir

Parks and streets bear names of
people who have made an impact
on the community, helped shape our
country, laid down their lives for the
nation, as well as places and events that
have become a part of our collective
consciousness.
By comparison, some might feel
“Library Square” as a name for that
large swath of land on Victoria Street
between the Church Street School and
Victoria Hall, land previously occupied
by the old homes of the Aurora Public
Library and Seniors’ Centre, might lack
that certain something.

I think [this] is a great way
to start to engage the
communities a little bit
more now that we have a
design to get out there and
get them involved
But that could soon change with your
input.
Council recently set the ball rolling
on seeking public submissions on what
this new municipal gathering place
should be called.
The move followed a motion from
Councillor Tom Mrakas who said that
a development of this significance is
about more than just the Aurora Public
Library and its ultimate name should
reflect that.
“This is a major redevelopment that
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little bit more now that we have a design
to get out there and get them involved.
‘Library Square’ has always been a
bit of a placeholder, but it has never
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need to get rid of those two buildings
and move forward with something
in this area.’ We have now made that
decision and I would love to see it to
1162
ad_Broad_Quarter.indd
1162Andrew
Andrew
ad_Broad_Quarter.indd
conclusion.
I 11think there are some
fabulous opportunities in that area for
what the new buildings we’re looking at
can provide.
“[There is also] the Armoury coming
to fruition and doing something with
that. When [the Town] bought it, we
all had a vision and we all had an idea
and to see that through as well. [Being
Mayor] is, without a doubt, the most
fascinating thing I have ever done and
will go from someone wanting to know
why their green bin wasn’t fully emptied
to right now working with Community
Living helping them fundraise for their
new facility that will help them service
this area.”
There is never a dull moment in
the job, he says, but he also says he is
looking forward to tackling some of the
less “sexy” but no less important issues
that will face Aurora and the Region of
York not too far down the road.
“There is a huge amount of angst
in terms of infill,” he says, on an issue
which has been the subject of a great
deal of community discussion in 2018
thus far. “One of my concerns when we
look at things like that is we put rules and
policies in place in a [piecemeal] basis
and people would say it is good politics,
but it is bad policy. I think we need to be
looking at how to do an official plan and
start doing an official plan. We can’t do
it officially, but I think we need to start
it unofficially in conjunction to what the
Region is doing with their Municipal
Comprehensive Review. I think it is a
great opportunity to look at how we
[do this] holistically. We have to stop
doing things piecemeal because it is not
Andrew Kohnen
Brewmaster

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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a good, long-term decision. We have to
be more disciplined moving forward.”
Looking back on the year that
was, Mayor Dawe cites the progress
on Library Square as an important
5/25/171:191:19
PM
5/25/17
achievement. Although
hePM
says he would
have “much preferred unanimity” in
the decision that Council ultimately
took, he is heartened that the majority
“saw fit to move forward” with what he
says will be “a fabulous focal area.”
“We have talked forever about
revitalizing downtown, but you don’t
want to do anything,” he says of some
inaction around the table. “A lot of
people would say after all is said and
done a lot was said but not much was
done. I think we have moved past that.
Certainly one of the things that is
frustrating through this whole process
is the amount of misinformation or
the number of times people will grab
misinformation and leverage on that.”
One misconception he sites is an
argument that the Library Square area
will have less parking than it does now, a
statement he contends is untrue.
“There was a good exchange,” he
says of the progress, “Perhaps not the
most pleasant of exchanges at times,
but it was a good exchange of ideas and
moving forward.”
One of the primary benefits of
bringing Library Square to fruition is
the benefits it will bring to businesses
in the area, he says. A number of
decisions have been made over the last
few years that will bring people into
Aurora’s Downtown Core, he says,
including the redevelopment of Aurora
United Church, the redevelopment of
Wells Street School into a loft complex,
and higher density housing near the
northern of Yonge and Wellington.
“It is always a Catch-22 – you want
people there, but you have to bring

AURORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Connecting Business
UPCOMING EVENTS

Business After 5 at LAUFT
Join Us: Wednesday, February 28, 2018 at LAUFT (Smart Workspace), 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm.

Professional Development Workshop: Marketing Disrupted
Join Us: Wednesday, March 7, 2018 at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club, 9:00 am – 10:00 am.

Women of Inﬂuence Network (WIN) Meeting
Join Us: Tuesday, March 13, 2018 at Food in Motion, 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm.
Learn More & Register: www.aurorachamber.on.ca/events
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Magnetic Energy and Authenticity at Aurora Chamber’s Hot Topic:
Relationship Sales Success
Yesterday’s Aurora Chamber Hot Topic: Relationship Sales Success received a resounding
positive response from chamber members as Guest Speaker Nikki Pett stole the show with
her magnetic energy and overall authenticity. Members had the opportunity to network,
grab breakfast, and learn Nikki’s easy yet impactful methods to make the most out of client
relationships. Thank you to Nikki and to all our valued members who made it out to this
event. Register for our upcoming Professional Development Session: Marketing Disrupted
and make the most of your membership with the chamber as your toolkit for success. Visit
our website for details.
www.aurorachamber.on.ca 905-727-7262
info@aurorachamber.on.ca Get Connected @AuroraChamberON

Mayor Dawe spoke to The Auroran ahead of his annual address to the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce this week.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

people in before people want to be
there,” he says. “This is part of that
process to recreate that area.”
An integral part of this, he says, will
be the transformation of the historic
Aurora Armoury into an off-shoot of
Niagara College’s Canadian Institute
of Food and Wine. This repurposing,
which will see the Armoury completely
renovated for both the College’s and
community’s uses, is something Mayor
Dawe says has generated even more
chatter than Library Square.
“The Canadian Food & Wine
Institute (CFWI) is a good example of
a post-secondary institution thinking
outside the box,” he says. “We talked
to a number of different educational
institutions about expanding and it
didn’t work out for them within the
guidelines that were put in by the
Provincial government. The CFWI
looked at this as an opportunity to do
that expansion, keep within the rules,
but think outside the box at the same
time. Will others follow? We’ve thought
maybe there would be potential for a
private school. There is lots of foreign
interest in the Canadian educational
system and the energy that is put into
it.”
In the last term of Council, investors
were looking to bring another private
school to the site of the George
Browning House on Yonge Street, just
north of Reuben. While this ultimately
fell through, Mayor Dawe says this site
is once again up for redevelopment and,
if approved, will bring new residences
– and, most importantly, residents – to
the Downtown Core.
There will be further places for
people to rest their heads on the east

side of Town as well.
Work
is
already
underway
constructing the new Microtel hotel
on Eric T. Smith Way in the heart of
Aurora’s business park. In addition
to the second hotel development
announced last year on nearby Don
Hillock Drive, and Frank Stronach’s
plan for a hotel and conference centre
on the southeast corner of Bayview and
Wellington, Mayor Dawe says there is
an application for another hotel on Eric
T. Smith way working its way through
the planning process.
“We went from zero to sixty,” says
Mayor Dawe on Aurora going from
no hotels to a deluge after the Region
of York reduced development charges
on hotel developments. “This has kickstarted hotel activity in both Aurora
and Richmond Hill.”
This will be a boon to sports tourism,
he says, citing the recent McPherson
hockey tournament at St. Andrew’s
College which saw teams coming in
from as far away as Germany. In these
cases, until Microtel opens their doors,
there is no place for these teams to stay
within Town and, consequently, spend
money in Aurora.
“There are a number of small steps
we will continually take,” he says. “We
have added over 5,000 full time jobs in
Aurora and that is substantial. We’re
changing the mix of jobs. Although
seasonal part-time and full time
employment has increased, there has
actually been a shift in the total mix
from part-time to full-time jobs, which
is great news for the Town. There is the
ability to live more closely to where you
work and it helps re-energize the sense
of community we have.”
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G.W. Williams move receives mixed reaction
By Brock Weir

The York Region District School
Board and the Ministry of Education’s
decision to move Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School to Aurora’s east side
was made after residents of the Town’s
developing communities urged the
Board to take action on a school site
closer to home.
As The Auroran reported last week,
the Board (YRDSB) and the Ministry
have ratified a deal to move the longestablished high school community from
its site on Dunning Avenue, just east of
Yonge Street, to a plot of land on the
northeast corner of Bayview Avenue
and Borealis, purchased years ago by
the YRDSB for just such a purpose.
But, the decision has received mixed
reaction from the Aurora community
depending on which side of the train
tracks you happen to live
In an online poll which is ongoing at
www.theauroran.com, support for the
move is decidedly mixed, a fact that was
reflected at the Council table last week
by Councillor Wendy Gaertner.
“There is going to be a new high
school in the Bayview area, and there
are a lot of residents who are happy
about that, and I am very happy for
them, but we also have a lot of residents
who are in the Williams area and are
very unhappy about it,” said Councillor

B

Gaertner. “I would like to make it clear
that it is a Board of Education decision
and fortunately, or unfortunately,
Council has nothing to do with it. But,
I am very sorry for the people who are
close to Williams and happy for other
residents.”
In his interview with The Auroran
last week ahead of the speech he was
preparing to deliver to the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce on February
21, Mayor Geoff Dawe said that he
remembers people asking about a new
high school on Aurora’s east side as far
back as the 2010 Municipal Election
campaign.
“It physically makes sense because
that is where the people are going,” said
Mayor Dawe. “Plans are still unfolding
as we speak, but Williams was doing the
International Baccalaureate program
and you might see that staying. The
Board has indicated they are going
to keep Williams for administration.
They might keep some schooling there
and it might work to an advantage,
and I would expect they are looking at
whatever option makes sense.”
All options for the new school,
however, are still on the table ahead of its
design process. Dawn Adams, a planner
with the YRDSB, said that ahead of the
anticipated opening date in time for the
2023-2024 school year, the Board will
be looking at all opportunities to partner
with the municipality on facilities.
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“I think we need to be more aggressive
There are a lot of residents who from a sales perspective of dealing with
the Board to say, ‘How do we get your
are happy about that, and I am students over to one of our facilities to
very happy for them, but we also take swimming lessons or to use the
gym to get to the weight class or spin
have a lot of residents who are class?’ We’re trying to get more kids
in the Williams area and are very active and rather than us building a
new gym or a new facility somewhere,
unhappy about it
why aren’t we using the schools? We
have a great example with the joint use
This was a sentiment shared with facility [of the field] at St. Maximilian
Mayor Dawe as the Town continues to Kolbe Catholic High School [and] we
look at the future recreational needs of should be doing more of that.
“Let’s have some of those ongoing
the Town.
discussions
with the Board with what
“One of the things that drives
me crazy is walking through our are you looking at with the new school,
recreational complexes in the middle how we can participate, and what
of the day during the week and seeing are you going to do with the old one,
them underutilized,” said Mayor Dawe. because there is a lot of property there.”
Advertorial

11 Critical Home Inspection Traps to be
Aware of Weeks Before Listing Your
Aurora Home for Sale
Aurora/King - According to industry
experts, there are over 33 physical problems that will come under scrutiny during a home inspection when your home
is for sale. A new report has been prepared which identifies the eleven most
common of these problems, and what
you should know about them before you
list your home for sale.
Whether you own an old home or
a brand new one, there are a number
of things that can fall short of requirements during a home inspection. If not
identified and dealt with, any of these
11 items could cost you dearly in terms
of repair. That’s why it’s critical that
you read this report before you list your
home. If you wait until the building inspector ﬂags these issues for you, you
will almost certainly experience costly
delays in the close of your home sale

or, worse, turn prospective buyers away
altogether. In most cases, you can make
a reasonable pre-inspection yourself if
you know what you’re looking for, and
knowing what you’re looking for can
help you prevent little problems from
growing into costly and unmanageable
ones. To help homesellers deal with this
issue before their homes are listed, a free
report entitled “11 Things You Need to
Know to Pass Your Home Inspection”
has been compiled which explains the
issues involved.
To hear a brief recorded message
about how to order your FREE copy of
this report call toll-free 1- 800-596-7210
and enter 1003. You can call any time,
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Get your free special report NOW to
learn how to ensure a home inspection
doesn’t cost you the sale of your home.

This report is courtesy of Alex Mallia, Sales Representative, Re/Max Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently
under contract. Copyright © 2018
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THE AURORAN ARTS & CULTURE

“People should stop screaming and do something”
Last chance to see photographer’s tribute to Girl Power at Aurora Public Library
By Brock Weir

Screaming, yelling and writing letters
only go so far to effect change – it’s time
to stop screaming and do something.
That is the view of Greg King, whose
exhibition “Come Together” is now
in its final days at the Aurora Public
Library’s Colleen Abbott Gallery.
“Come Together” is an exhibition
of images taken during the Toronto
Women’s March, a march in solidarity
with the Women’s March on Washington,
which took place the day after the 2017
Presidential Inauguration.
Billed as “a personal show of support,
rooted in his belief that women’s rights
are human rights,” it is the first of a
series of projects Mr. King has in the
works that put this belief into action.
“This is not the first time I’ve shown
here and they always are asking me for
my photos of musicians, but this time I
was the one who approached the Library

I think the younger
generation of
millennials get
it, but there is a
generation that
didn’t get it and
went back
because I felt like this was an issue we
all need more education on,” says Mr.
King, who says his second project in this
series is in the works with a local high
school and, once that is completed, the
“Big One” can soon take shape. “I call
it ‘Faces of Diversity.’ People often say
Canadians aren’t racist. Wrong. You talk
to any person of colour and we have
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Greg King’s “Come Together” exhibition captures the spirit of the Toronto Women’s
March, which was held in conjunction with the Women’s March on Washington on
January 21, 2017.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

all encountered some form of racism.
It may not be overt, but there is still
systemic racism.”
But, there is also systemic sexism
across the board, a point which was
driven home for Mr. King when he was
assigned to cover the Toronto Women’s
March for a Toronto-based union, who
gave him a shot list on what they wanted
him to cover.
Once on the ground, however, it
soon became clear that this shot list just
wasn’t going to happen. Crowds were
such that Mr. King was wedged into
a certain position among the throng
unable to move.
Eventually, despite his best efforts, he
decided to throw away the shot list and
just go with the flow.
“Once I gave up trying to fulfill the
shot list and just went with it, it actually
felt really good,” Mr. King recalls. “I
went to university in the 1980s training
as a chemist and a third of my class was
women. Fast forward to the 2000s and
there aren’t enough women in science
and technology? What’s going on? As a
guy, one thing that really made me feel
good were the number of men in their
20s and 30s who brought their daughters
to be a part of this.
“I think the younger generation
of millennials get it, but there is a
generation that didn’t get it and went
back.”
Among the images Mr. King captured
that day are photographs of women,
men and children carrying signs with

the simple message “Women’s Rights
are Human Rights,” a slogan he says is
“kinda of my mantra.”
“If you take one away, you’re taking
others away,” he says.
Considering the array of photos he’s
selected for the Aurora Public Library’s
exhibition, Mr. King points out that
as these photos were taken well over a
year ago, they capture a mood when
the #metoo movement was not quite on
the horizon. Yet, the messages carried
by participants in the Women’s March
transcend a response to what President
Trump characterized as “locker room
talk” on the campaign trail to something
much larger.
“Women should have equal rights
and we should all have equal rights,”
says Mr. King. “We shouldn’t let bullies
win. Not all of the Trump images in
‘Come Together’ were in the original
concept, but since December I thought,
why not take advantage of it? There
are kids holding rainbows saying ‘you
should respect everyone, Feminism is my
Favourite F Word’ and the images show
this was a very peaceful demonstration.
“He’s so angry, so instead of yelling,
screaming and writing letters, I actually
do something. People should stop
screaming and do something.”
“Come Together” runs at the Aurora
Public Library through Sunday.
For more on Greg King and his work, visit
www.gregking.ca.
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the changes we have made. The Fair
Workplaces, Better Jobs Act reflects the
values of the people who live and work
in this province and we will continue to
fight to protect these important gains.
In a place as prosperous as Ontario,
this is what all workers deserve. It is
what’s right and it is what’s fair.
With a $15 minimum wage, free
pharmacare for everyone under the

age of 25, free tuition for hundreds
of thousands of students, and better,
more affordable child care, we are
making Ontario a fairer, better place
to live for everyone. Our government
is committed to protecting these
values and building a province where
everyone has the opportunity to get
ahead.
Kevin Flynn
Minister of Labour
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POLITICS
AS USUAL
Alison Collins-Mrakas

Politics
Unusual
I was on vacation last week getting
some much needed sun, sand and
ocean waves.
My timing was clearly perfect given
the huge dump of snow and freezing
temperatures that occurred while I
was away. Coming home to a driveway
with 15 centimetres of snow on it –
with a crunchy icy top no less – was
certainly a rather bracing “Welcome
home,” but I’ll take it. It’s great to
get away but it’s always great to come
home to Aurora.
While I did manage to disconnect
from work – well, I still checked in for
emails and a few outstanding matters –
politics was still ever-present. The hotel
had international CNN so, of course,
I watched that while getting ready for
dinner each day. And I caught up on
Canadian news by reading the Globe
& Mail (and The Auroran, of course)
on-line at the beach.
And goodness what a week in
political news it was, and yet quickly
surpassed by an even greater political
debacle this week.
The US is still the circus sideshow
it has been since November 2016,
but now even more so. Now even
the adults in the room, the folks that
ostensibly have the credentials to keep
the lights on and the office humming,
are screwing up royally. An entire
office of staffers without security
clearance? After more than a year
in office, there are still thirty staff
and counting, without the necessary
clearance to be there, including a
number of senior staff with direct
access to the Oval Office.
Isn’t it the job of the Chief of Staff
to – I don’t know – staff an office?
Folks can’t pin this mess on Trump.
Kelly should wear this.
And back here in Canada?
Provincial politics in Ontario has
been turned upside down with the
incredibly fast downfall of opposition
leader Patrick Brown and the coterie
of folks around him. When I first
wrote this article, Patrick Brown
had stepped down as Leader of the
Opposition, the PCs had an interim
leader and will be having a leadership
contest within a matter of weeks – all
just less than four months before the
provincial election. But it got all that
much more bizarre this past Friday
when Brown announced in dramatic
fashion that he was seeking to run
for the very position from which he
literally just resigned (or did he?).
This, the same day that the guy that
replaced him in the job that he’s now
seeking removed him from caucus.
Can you keep that straight?

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted
legal advice since 1983

So, he will be running to the lead
the party that won’t let him even sit
with them. Yikes.
Personally, I am unclear how
entering the race at this point is in
any way a positive thing for himself
or for the party, for that matter. What
is the end game here? Honestly, I just
don’t get it. This cannot end well for
anyone.
Further confounding the issue

is that the recently released PC
provincial policy platform – the
Peoples Guarantee – is on shaky
ground. The carbon tax – an integral
part of the People’s Guarantee – is not
popular amongst the party faithful,
and three of the leadership hopefuls
do not support it
Seems then that the People’s
Guarantee – the party’s platform
- is in danger of circling the drain

depending on who
leadership.
So, less than four months out from
an election, the opposition party
arguably has no clear leader and no
clear platform. Seems pretty grim
to me but things have been turned
around before so who knows what will
happen next.
Regardless, this is going to be a very
interesting few months in politics.
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Our Lady of Grace plans extensive rebuild
of Catholic church
By Brock Weir

It has been the spiritual home of
Aurora’s Catholic Community since it
was built on Yonge Street in 1983, but
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church is
set to get a significant facelift.
Plans for extensive refurbishment of
Our Lady of Grace (OLG) Catholic
Church include a dramatic overhaul
of the Yonge Street frontage including
tearing down the existing portico for
a 171 square metre glass-enclosed
narthex, a 10 square metre sanctuary at
the east end of the church, a significant
steeple on the northwest corner of the
building, and a complete demolition
of the adjacent Lynett Hall, which
has been a gathering place for the
Catholic community since the 1960s, to
be replaced to with a 54 square metre
addition onto the south side of the
building.
The
local
Roman
Catholic
community have called this site home
for 72 years. Previously worshiping at
De La Salle College, now a Government
of Ontario facility, at Yonge Street and
Bloomington Road, the parish moved
to northward to Maple Street on land
– and an estate house – owned by the
prominent Fleury family.
The congregation grew and a first

purpose-built church, combined with
the first home to Our Lady of Grace
Catholic Elementary School, was built
on the site in the mid-1950s before the
Fleury’s Inglehurst estate was purchased
by the church and demolished to make
way for the present building.
“The existing church was built
in 1983 [with] Colonial Revival
architecture,” said Jeff Healey, Heritage
Planner for the Town of Aurora. “It
was kind of a unique architectural style
that was popular at the time. [They]
plan some significant changes to the
existing church: they will remove the
existing portico on the north end of the
site, replacing that with a narthex and a
steeple. The new sanctuary on the east
end of the church, and specifically to
Lynett Hall and 16 Catherine Avenue,
it will result in the removal of the hall
and a suitable two-storey addition in its
place.
“As far as the Colonial Revival
architecture, a lot of those features are
being removed from the church and it
is being modernized in a way, but also
complimentary to the church that is
there today and keeping in mind the
heritage district it is in. It is removing an
addition that would, in the policies of
today’s district plan, wouldn’t meet the
[Heritage Conservation District] plan
in the first place. I think it is a positive

An architects’ rendering of what the
proposed overhaul
to Our Lady of Grace
Church will look like
from Yonge Street.
Image courtesy
of the Town of Aurora

change to at least have a suitable
addition in its place instead that would
be more characteristic of the district.”
Plans for the revitalized church hit
Aurora’s citizen-led Heritage Advisory
Committee last week, and although
the plans were approved en route to
Council consideration, they were met
with decidedly mixed reviews.
At the start of the meeting, a
neighbour on adjacent Maple Avenue
appeared before Committee members
and architects involved in the planning
of the renovations to stress the need for
trees and shrubs that should be planted
to buffer the surrounding community
from the church’s busy parking lot.
These concerns were taken into account
and reflected in the motion ultimately
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approved by the Committee, but most
of the discussion surrounded the merits
of the architectural merits themselves.
Some members of the Committee,
including Councillor Wendy Gaertner,
balked at the suggestion from architects
and staff that this was a “refurbishment.”
It was, they argued, a significant rebuild
of nearly the entire site.
“They are proposing a couple
of minor additions of a couple of
thousand square feet of additional space
to the church,” said Marco Ramunno,
Aurora’s Director of Planning, in
response to these concerns. “It is really
a front facelift. We’re talking about
significant changes, not that they are
adding much in the way of square
footage. Since I have been here, in the
last 10 years, [OLG has] had plans to
rebuild completely, rear down and move
the structure. For a variety of reasons,
and funding being primary, they have
arrived at the scenario where it is a
renovation.”
Content that the OLG community
was staying on Yonge Street, the issue
of rebuild vs. refurbishment remained
a thorny one, with former councillor
Bob McRoberts making a successful
motion that there be a letter of credit
to maintain the structural integrity of
the nearby Catherine Street building to
which Lynett Hall is currently attached.
“We haven’t had very good luck,”
said Mr. McRoberts of other projects
approved by the Committee – and,
later Council – promising the retention
of a heritage structure only to have it
demolished at a later date.
Added Councillor Jeff Thom: “It has
to be significant enough that it shows the
Town is serious about maintaining the
building. I think if a structural report
comes back and says we can’t get rid of
Lynett Hall without ripping down the
whole house, I think the Committee
would be a bit different in its opinion.”
Ultimately, however, the biggest issue
the Committee had with the design
itself was the Yonge Street façade.
As proposed, the new plans would
move the main entrance of the church
from Yonge Street, to the north side of
the new narthex by the new steeple,
which was greeted with a thumbsdown.
“It is too big and unfriendly to
a certain degree,” said Committee
Continued on page 15
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Students from three out of Aurora’s four high schools are participating in the Mayor’s Celebration of Youth Art, which runs at the Aurora Cultural Centre through March 3. Celebrating its
seventh year this year, 2018 brought a new addition into the mix – performance art, as demonstrated here through guitar, piano, comedy and drama.
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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The Aurora Cultural Centre’s
Brevik Hall was bursting at the
seams with proud parents and proud
students alike as they brought up the
curtain on a new era in local youth
art.
Each winter, the Aurora Cultural
Centre turns its galleries over to local
Grade 12 art students to curate and
showcase works of their own. This
has been an enduring tradition for
seven years running, but this year
there was an added twist.
With sponsorship from the
Mayor’s Office and Geranium
Homes, the newly re-dubbed Mayor’s
Celebration of Youth Arts brought
performing arts to the mix.
Those gathered at the Centre for
the exhibition’s opening ceremonies
were treated not only to a chance to
speak to the artists about their work,
but an evening of live drama, music
and more.
“This is an exciting time for the
Centre as it celebrates Aurora High
School. Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary
School and St. Maximilian Kolbe
for the month of February,” said
the Centre’s Stephanie Nicolo,
who helped the students curate the
exhibition, noting over 120 pieces
of artwork adorned the gallery walls
from sculptures, to paintings, to
digital productions.
Ms. Nicolo paid particular
attention to these digital masterpieces
because most of the participating
artists were born in 2000, when the
emerging digital era had much of the
world in a manufactured flap.
“We were afraid of the two numbers
‘zero-zero’ and partied like it was
1999 and waited for the ball to drop,”
said Ms. Nicolo, bringing most of the
people in attendance born prior to
1999 down to earth with a thud. “The
only people who are laughing are the
ones who actually lived it.”
She was right.
“This was Y2K and it is important
because they are the ones who are
in this room; they were born of that
particular year. You artists born in
2000 are the first generation in the
Youth Arts program to be of the
new millennium and I think that is
important to note because this is the

first year we have in this exhibition
digital media at the forefront and
zero-zero is really important.
“You are not afraid of those two
numbers. They are your language and
we can’t wait to see what you create.
What you have already created in the
galleries is inspirational enough. The
show is spectacular – be proud and
stand tall.”
Among the dignitaries in attendance
for the grand opening were Suzanne
Haines, Executive Director of the
Aurora Cultural Centre, who was
presiding over her first Youth Arts
gallery opening since her appointment
last spring, and Geoff Dawe, who
leant his mayoral title to the occasion.
“This is such a great opportunity to
showcase the youth talent in our Town
and our school system,” said Mayor
Dawe. “We are so lucky to have this
venue and the dedicated people who
work here and volunteer here, and
we’re so lucky to have the teaching
and instruction at the high schools,
teachers who are so passionate about
their love for art, for all forms of art,
and passing that onto their students.
“We are very fortunate to have
the parents who go out of their way
to make sure their kids have this
opportunity, whether it is picking
them up late at school, getting them
there early, coming out tonight to
support them. I have been to every
event we’ve had here and it just seems
to be getting better. I am really
looking forward to the expansion of
the event.”
Due to attend was Aurora-Oak
Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona
Alleslev, but snow kept her plane
grounded in Ottawa. Instead, she was
represented by Melanie Anderson
who delivered words on her behalf.
“We are so lucky to have youth
that, who may or may not know it,
inspire others to achieve greatness
with their dedication to the arts.
I would like to thank the students
for sharing their art with us for this
exhibit and the teachers, families
and friends who inspire them along
the way. I would also like to thank
Mayor Geoff Dawe and the Aurora
Cultural Centre who continue to
encourage our youth to dream boldly
and provide the opportunity to
showcase their incredible talent with
the community.”
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The Borealis Big Band made its debut at the Aurora Cultural Centre on Friday night.
Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Musicians buckle down with
Borealis Big Band
By Brock Weir

When Gord Shephard picked up
the baton with the Aurora Community
Band, he began fostering a sound
where anyone with an interest in
music – and an instrument – could
come out and lend their talents in
creating a unifying sound.
It’s as much about the music as it
is about community camaraderie, but
some members were left looking for
more, and a renewed focus that was
set squarely on the music.
The seeds of an idea were planted
and the fruits of their labour took
a bow on Friday with the first
performance of the Borealis Big
Band.
“[Founding Aurora Community
Band Member Gord, a bass player]

said to me he enjoys the fact I take
music seriously and he wanted a band
where the music would be the focus
of what the group was all about,”
says Shepherd. “After that initial
discussion, we reached out to other
people of like mind – Phil, Laurel
and Susan, and they reached out to
other people and that is how the band
was created.
“It was really about collecting a
group of musicians for whom the
quality of the music was the most
important aspect, the performance
quality of the ensemble. If there is
a significant difference between the
two bands, the [Borealis Big Band]
has members who have been invited
but in the community band, anyone
who sends an email can join.”
Knowing that each of the members
were guided by the same philosophy,

the initial team members set to work
assembling a band, taking on the
role of section leaders, and crafting
a group that fit the bill. Then it was
a matter of developing a repertoire.
A collection of music accessible for
musicians of all levels of ability was
the starting point and, after the first
rehearsal, this selection became more
specialized according to what the
musicians had to offer.
“After the first six rehearsals, I
pretty much zoned in on what the
band would be able to do and picked
two hours of music I thought would
work with them,” says Gord of the
program that debuted at the Aurora
Cultural Centre on February 16.
The name “Big Band” often
connotes
the
huge,
swinging
sounds of Glenn Miller and Benny
Goodman, but that is a style that
was developed in the 1940s. Instead,
Shepherd describes Borealis as a
“contemporary big band” that shies
away from the “typical swing band
music.”
‘We’re not playing things like Little
Brown Jug or those typical swing
band charts. We tend to play more
contemporary arrangements, some
of those original charts, possibly, but
we really play a lot of funk and fusion
pieces.”
A former music educator, Gord
Shephard says he has an equal passion
for concert band music, such as that
offered by the Aurora Community
Band, as well as an equal passion for
jazz music, which is more of Borealis’
fare. When they started developing
the band, he relished the opportunity
but didn’t think it would hit the level
of performance it has already.
Now that their debut at the Aurora
Cultural Centre is in the books,
Borealis is very much focused on the
future, which includes a number of
concert dates in the months ahead,
including a Wednesday evening
this summer as part of the Town of
Aurora’s popular Concerts in the
Park series.
“The most important thing is
picking the repertoire the band will
be successful with and audiences
will like,” he says. “The second most
important thing is band members
have an understanding what the goals
of the band are. There are some
bands where the number one priority
might be social opportunities, and
that’s not to say our bands are not
social, but some people want to be
in a band where the music is not the
number one cause of the band. I
would say with both of these bands,
but more so this band, music is at the
forefront.
“People just naturally want to get
better at whatever they are doing.
That is human intuition, whether you
are doing sport or any other kind of
activity. I think humans just want to
get better. I appreciate the time and
effort members have put into creating
their music and I hope audiences are
as excited about the performance as
band members are.”
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Strategic Plan will ease Aurora from a growing to
mature community
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s last few new developments
are slowly but surely filling in – but
what comes next when the Town
reaches build out?
That is a question the Town hopes
to address in its new 10 year Strategic
Plan.
Approved by Council last week, it
is a guideline on how Aurora can and
will address the needs of an evolving
community that is rapidly nearing the
end of expansion. Once growth is
complete, “maturity” sets in and, with
that, come a whole new set of issues
the Town must grapple with.
Entitled “Today, Tomorrow, Our
Future Together,” the Strategic
Plan outlines the vision for Aurora
through 2031, namely: “An innovative
and sustainable community where
neighbours care and businesses
thrive.”
“Imagine an inclusive, growing,
family-oriented community that
retains its small-town charm and
celebrates heritage, arts and culture,”
reads the vision in the Strategic Plan,
the culmination of nearly three years
of public consultation. “A place
where friendly neighbours gather at
community events and public spaces to
enjoy a summer evening. An integrated
community seamlessly connected by
trails and open space that promotes
green energy and provides accessible
and convenient alternatives to driving
through improved transit operations
and mixed use development. A place
with a stable and thriving economy
that includes a mix of small and large
businesses, access to local goods and
services, employment opportunities
for residents and a revitalized
downtown core. This place is Aurora
in 2031.”
Among the goals outlined in the
Strategic Plan are working with the
Region and Province to better transit
and commuter traffic, including rapid
transit, improving access to Highway
404, expanding east-west linkages, and
studying traffic patterns with an eye to
identifying areas of improvement.
Sustainable
infrastructure
is
highlighted when it comes to growth,
along with the continual support and
review of cultural services, including
those celebrating diversity and
multiculturalism.
Active living is also an active
component in the vision, and this
includes a long-term needs assessment
for recreation programs, multigenerational programming to address
programs relevant to Aurora’s aging
population as well as the influx of
young families, and programs that
“nurture” youth.
Of particular interest to recent
debates
surrounding
stable
neighbourhoods and what some
residents perceive to be the rise
of “monster homes” is a target in
the strategic plan to “work with
residents and stakeholders to protect
and enhance the character of

Committee recommends
change to church design
Continued on page 12

member Neil Asselin, a view which was
shared by Councillor Gaertner, who
added, “The steeple looks way out of
proportion to the rest of the building.”
Mr. Asselin continued: “The architect
has embraced a style of church that
has been around for millennia, but
has abandoned the standards of that
style in favour of a parking lot and it
comes across as unfriendly, where a
church should be welcoming. It is not
for me to say how to run your church
[but] the streetscape is quite massive.
There is no sense of place and no sense
of entry – and that is a very important
psychological element in terms of
public buildings.”
The Heritage Advisory Committee
recommends a Yonge Street entrance
be added to the narthex.

existing stable neighbourhoods when
accommodating planned residential
intensification”
and
examining
intensification from the standpoint of
its impact to the existing community.
Despite a campus of Niagara
College’s Canadian Institute of
Food and Wine coming into the
historic Aurora Armoury, the 2031
Strategic Plan renews Aurora’s
commitment to establish a further
post-secondary presence for a
research and training centre to
“promote the commercialization of
technology, skills development and
business and employment growth,”
business incubators, and continuing
to advocate for increased Aurora
representation around the Regional
Council table.
A plan such as this, however, is only
as good as the follow through.
The Strategic Plan tasks staff in
keeping these principles and goals in
mind in delivering reports, as well as
providing Council report cards on a
semi-annual basis on how they are
faring.
This reporting, however, was a
source of discussion when the final
Strategic Plan hit the Council table
last week.
“I think [staff] have done a great
job in revising it and continuing the
work we started way back in the
last term,” said Councillor Michael
Thompson on getting regular status
updates. “This has been a challenge
for us at Council. In 2014, we received
a report card. In 2015, we received
a report card and that’s it. As we all
understand, semi-annual means twice
a year. It has been a bit of a challenge
and in my conversations [with
staff] we’re trying to shift towards
incorporating this into the budgetary
process whereby the business plans

outline the initiatives that are tied to
the strategic plan that we’re looking to
do going forward, as well as providing
a report on what we have achieved
during that year.
“I think that is sufficient: the
check and balance for me is that
every year we are staying on target
with the Strategic Plan, that we’re
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actually accomplishing something,
progressing. I think it is important to
do what we say. Maybe that should be
taken out and, as discussed, expand
upon it knowing that really the
monitoring will happen during the
budgetary process when we’re looking
at the business plans and they all get
outlined.”

Bay Street Service,
Aurora Prices!
Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters.
Gerry Miller
Managing Partner

390 Bay Street, Suite 1202
Toronto, ON M5H 2Y2
Tel: 416-363-2614 Fax: 416-363-8451
www.gmalaw.ca

905-727-9361 (Aurora Line)

GMA

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD

LL P
BA RRIST ERS & SOL IC IT ORS
Blog: www.ontariocondolaw.com
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Tigers clinch division title with road win
captain Bricknell that netted the game
winner in the first two minutes of the
second period.
Jack Irvine picked up the win for the
Tigers, stopping 24 of the 25 shots he
faced, having provided solid backup duties
to regular starter Bradley Van Schubert all
season. Considered an up-and-comer in
the Tigers system in his first year of junior
play, Irvine’s .910 save percentage in 22
games this season has played a key role in
providing relief for Van Schubert, whose
save percentage has consistently ranked
Aurora’s Steven MacLean and Whitby’s Dylan Latty follow the play behind the Whitby net in
in the top five of goaltenders all season.
the Tigers’ 2 - 1 win over the Fury at Iroquois Sports Arena on Sunday.
A Wellington loss on Monday night also
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte made sure the Tigers boast the title of
Conference champions as well, having
allowing Brock Welsh to capitalize on the
chased the Dukes in the category for most
By Jake Courtepatte
man advantage just over eight minutes in.
of the season. Aurora’s record of 35-12Newmarket quickly tied the game,
With two games left in the 2016-17 though Aurora took a 2 – 1 lead into the first 1-4 sits four points up on the Dukes, each
OJHL season, the Aurora Tigers were intermission thanks to another powerplay with two games left on the schedule.
marred in a four-game losing streak, over marker from Anthony Romano.
twenty points out of a playoff spot, and
Jack Irvine would shut the door for the
simply going through the motions to end a Tigers the rest of the way, while Welsh
tired and wasted season.
added another and Jake Bricknell as well
Flash forward to 2017-18, where the in a 4 – 1 win.
Tigers are able to rest easy heading into
Needing just two points to secure the
the final weekend of the regular season, division, they tackled the Whitby Fury
having clinched the North division title.
on the road on Sunday, a team headed
In what can only be thought of as well- the other way and lightyears away from a
planned scheduling, the Tigers took on playoff position.
their Yonge Street rivals the Newmarket
Welsh once again got the Tigers on the
Hurricanes for the third time this month board early taking advantage of the first
on Friday, Aurora’s main competition for powerplay of the game with a one-timer
the division title.
from the top of the slot.
The heated affair got going early with
The Fury rebounded to tie the game
a handful of powerplays and penalty kills, just over two minutes later, though it was

Interestingly enough, the Tigers are
poised to take on the eighth-place Trenton
Golden Hawks in the first playoff round
barring any last-minute changes, who
have reached the OJHL finals the past two
seasons including a championship in 2016.
The Golden Hawks won the season
series two games to one, along with a 0 – 0
tie, one of three games between the teams
to reach overtime.
Fans can preview the playoff-bound
NorthEast division champions in a final
pair of home regular season games this
weekend, a rare back-to-back beginning
with hosting the Pickering Panthers on
Friday followed by the Lindsay Muskies on
Saturday.
Game times are both set for 7:30 p.m.
For stats, schedules, and more
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Help us become

Panthers teams in hunt for Lower Lakes
championships

‘Canada’s
Most Active
Community’
TAKE THE
PLEDGE

to lead a healthier,
more active
lifestyle, as
together we
become Canada’s
most active
community!

The
Midget
A
Aurora
Panthers do battle with
the
North
York
Storm
in the second round of
the LLFHL playoffs at the
Aurora Community Centre on
Thursday.
Auroran photo
by Jake Courtepatte

By Jake Courtepatte

An impressive eight Aurora Panthers
squads have moved on to the second
round of the Lower Lakes Female Hockey
League playdowns.
The Midget A Panthers, the highest level
of play to move on to the quarterfinals,
earned their ticket to the second round
last week with a pair of shutout wins over
the Vaughan Flames. A scoreless road tie
against the North York Storm and a 2 -1
loss at the Aurora Community Centre on
Thursday has the Panthers against the
ropes in their best-of-three series.
In Midget BB, the Panthers have taken
a 1 – 0 series lead with a 3 – 1 win over the
Scarborough Sharks in game one of their
matchup, fresh off a 5 – 1 drubbing of the
Markham-Stouffville
Stars to 1reach
the
Auroran Sports Basebar 2017_Layout
2017-01-10

second round.
Three Bantam teams find themselves
still competing, with the Bantam As
and the Bantam BBs each battling the
Etobicoke Dolphins, while the Bantam Bs
fell 3 – 1 in their first game of a series with
the Orillia Hawks.
The PeeWee A Panthers are up against
the Whitby Wolves and find themselves in
a 1 – 0 hole, while the Atom A’s are yet to
begin their matchup with their respective
Wolves squad.
The Atom BBs round out the playoff
competition with a second round series
against the Barrie Sharks, winning game
one 2 – 1 before falling in game two 2 – 0
to send the series to a third and deciding
game.
For schedules, visit www.girlshockeycentralyork.com.
11:31
AM Page 1

THREE STEPS:
1. Visit our website:
activateaurora.com
2. Take the Pledge.
3. Receive our free
newsletter, packed
with healthy living
tips, programs and
special events.
The Activate Aurora mission: To make Aurora
“Canada’s most active community.”

Let’s get started! activateaurora.com

Caring for
Our Community
newroads.ca
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Warming up for Winter Blues

TOWN OF AURORA
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PASSING INTERIM CONTROL BY-LAW
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Aurora passed Interim Control By-law
No. 6048-18 on the 30th day of January, 2018 under Section 38 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13, as
amended.

AREA SUBJECT TO THE BY-LAW: This By-law prohibits any lands Zoned “R3” and “R3(37)” within the
shaded area in the figure provided below to construct, enlarge or expand beyond the provisions and regulations
of the existing Zoning Bylaw in effect and applying to the lands.
DURATION OF THE INTERIM CONTROL BY-LAW: This By-law will be in effect for a period of one (1) year
and Council may extend that period for up to one (1) year for a total period of two (2) years. The By-law can
be repealed earlier. It may also be repealed by a new permanent Zoning By-law. If such a new Zoning By-law
passed by Council is delayed in coming into effect by an appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board, this By-law
may continue in effect during such appeal.
EXPLANATION OF PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Interim Control By-law will allow for the completion of a
review in respect of zoning provisions related to the shaded area in the figure provided above.
AND TAKE NOTICE that any person, corporation or public body or agency may appeal to the Ontario
Municipal Board (OMB) in respect of the Interim Control By-law by filing with the Clerk of the Town of Aurora
not later than 4:30 p.m. on or before April 23, 2018, a Notice of Appeal setting out the objection to the By-law
and the reasons in support of the appeal. A Notice of Appeal must include the prescribed fee of $125.00
payable to the Minister of Finance. If you wish to appeal to the OMB, a copy of an appeal form is available
from the OMB website at http://elto.gov.on.ca/. Please note an additional fee (which can be found in the Fee
By-law on our website at https://www.aurora.ca/TownHall/Pages/Departments/Financial%20Services/Feesand-service-charges-.aspx), per application, payable to the Town of Aurora is required with respect to Ontario
Municipal Board appeal submissions.
Only individuals, corporations and public bodies may appeal a By-law to the Ontario Municipal Board. A notice
of appeal may not be filed by an unincorporated association or group. However, a Notice of Appeal may be
filed in the name of an individual who is a member of the association or group on its behalf.
The complete By-law is available for inspection at the Town of Aurora during regular office hours or can be
viewed on-line at the following link: aurora.ca/stableneighbourhoodstudy
DATED, This 22nd day of February, 2018

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

The Aurora Winter Blues Festival (www.awbf.ca) arrives Friday at St. Andrew’s
College, but Aurorans have had nearly a month of appetizers to get into the mood.
Clockwise from top left, Soul Benefit took over the stage of the Royal Canadian
Legion on Saturday night for the Raise the Roof Rhythm and Blues Dinner & Dance.
Youngster Blues lent their voices to a pop-up performance at 33 1/3 Records on
Hollidge Boulevard. Glenn Marais performed a pop-up performance at the Aurora
Public Library. The Aurora Cultural Centre presented Ken Whiteley & Freedom Blues
on Thursday night. For a full line-up of Friday and Saturday’s Festival events, visit the
website above.
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Pickering College swims their way to OFSAA
Pickering College’s Hayden Spiers and
Brooklyn
Wodehouse
booked
their
ticket to the OFSAA Championship after finishing on the podium at the CISAA Championship on Wednesday.
Supplied photo

each other on at the competitions,”
said Rife. “We had some top finishes
which were exciting and inspiring to
All eyes will be on Brooklyn watch.”x
Wodehouse when she takes to the
Joining Wodehouse at OFSAA will
pool at OFSAA later this month.
be Hayden Spiers, whose silver in the
The Grade 12 student at Pickering men’s 100m butterfly and bronze in
College enters the provincial the 200m individual medley booked
competition as the reigning gold his ticket to the big event.
medalist in the 100m breaststroke,
“The team is behind Brooklyn
holding the title since her sophomore and Hayden as they head off to
year.
OFSAA,” said Rife.
And she shows no signs of
Spiers will be looking to avenge a
slowing down: she took gold in the
event at last Wednesday’s CISAA
championships at the University
of Toronto to qualify for OFSAA,
supplemented by another gold in the
100m individual medley as well.
Wodehouse
began
speed
swimming in Grade Eight, after
years of synchronized swimming
training. A hip injury forced her to
switch lanes.
Overall, four Pickering College
swimmers finished in the top ten
at the CISAA competition, a team
which head coach Lindsey Rife
called “a small but solid group of
swimmers.”
“They worked hard weekly at
practice to improve and cheered
By Jake Courtepatte

Alternate to be
appointed next
week
From page 2
The ability to appoint an alternate
is among the sweeping changes
recently passed by the Province on
how the Region of York will operate
in the future.
The most impactful change will
be evident in this fall’s Municipal
Election when electors across York
Region will be asked to cast their vote
for the Regional Chair. Currently
held by Wayne Emmerson, former
mayor of Whitchurch-Stouffville, the
Chair has been a seat traditionally
appointed by sitting members of
Regional Council.
This process, which was supported
by many members of the Regional
Council and largely opposed by
elected officials on the lower tiers of
government, including the majority
of Aurora Council, was changed
following a Provincial bill from
Newmarket-Aurora
MPP
Chris
Ballard.
As Ballard’s motion made its way
through the Ontario Legislature,
Regional Council considered efforts
from some Regional Councillors to
beat the Province to the punch and
make electing the chair the decision
of all York Region voters as part of
an overall governance review but
ultimately voted to wait the Province
out.

20th overall finish in the butterfly at
OFSAA last season.
Joining the pair in the top ten at
the CISAA competition were Peter
He, who took the fifth place spot in
the 200m freestyle and eighth in the
100m freestyle, as well as Grade 11
student Zeynep Eren, who finished
tenth in the women’s 50m backstroke
as well as eighth in the 100m freestyle.
The OFSAA championships go
February 27-28 at the International
Aquatic Centre in Windsor.

We sell
all types of
Filters
Humidifiers
Air Cleaners
& Water Pumps
Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario
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Families chill at Aurora’s Arctic Adventure

(Top Row) Michael, Ou, Celia, Hazel, Michael and
Mya enjoy the festivities. A baby bobcat was one
of the stars of the wildlife exhibition. Bill, Kim
and Alex of the Aurora Optimists helped grill up
hamburgers and hotdogs for the hungry crowds.
(Second Row) Sophia gets up close and personal with a skunk. Live entertainment took place
on the band shell throughout the day. (Third
Row) Body Zorbs were a featured attraction and
Andrey had a ball. Harvest had a great time on the
inflatables. Modesta and Rugaya. (Fourth Row)
Keeping warm against the damp cold around the
bonfire. (Fifth and Sixth Rows) Crowds gathered
to see who emerged victorious in the ever-popular
Battle of the Chain Saws competition.
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Family fun at Town
Park for annual Arctic
Adventure
By Jake Courtepatte

Aurora residents wouldn’t let it rain
on their parade at Monday’s annual
Arctic Adventure.
Families came out in droves to Aurora
Town Park despite the Family Day
weather, taking part in events ranging
from outdoor skating, to snow tubing,
mini “ice fishing”, and body zorbs.
Some hometown flavour kicked off
the festivities at the band shell in the

morning, with the vocal stylings of
Louisa Barbosa hitting the stage, the
2015 Aurora Teen Idol with her rock
trio Louisa and the Planets.
They were joined musically by the
Fat Cat Jamboree as well as Toronto’s
Stacey Renee Band, while professional
ice carvers battled it out in the “Battle
of the Chainsaws”.
Mayor Geoff Dawe called the
event “an opportunity to get families
moving,”, and “enjoy what the Town
has to offer.”
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WANTED
30 PEOPLE WITH HEARING LOSS

Qualified Participants Needed for Technology Field Test

NOW
Enrolling

Money raised by community
stays in community
From page 3

cardiology. Funding for these kinds of
initiatives are even more important,
but it just boils down to every one of
us having a heart – and if you’re lucky
enough to be born with a healthy one,
I think it is your obligation to do your
part and keep it healthy.”
This is the message that is driven
home by the Heart & Stroke Foundation
as well.
According to Trudy Rudolph, Senior
Area Manager for the Foundation’s
York Region Office, nine out of 10
people have at least one risk factor
for heart disease or stroke, and some
preventative measures come right down
to the community level.
“We raise the funds by the community,
but it is for the community, whether it
comes back in the form of an AED
(automated external defibrillator) in
a local arena, whether it is teaching
hundreds of thousands of Canadians
to do CPR, whether it is treatment or
a medication that is funded through
research – all of that will impact all
of our healthcare in this community,”
she says. “To have Joe and the Velosos
come forward to represent the
community, we need more of that.
That is how we’re successful in raising
funds and it will come back to them
and to their families as well.”
The fact that this fundraiser is very
much for the community is a chord that
resonates with Brian. By partnering
with Harvey’s/Swiss Chalet, they are
able to support local businesses and,
in turn, support the community.
“We can reach anyone in the
community that has been touched
by it,” says Brian. “It is one thing
to talk about Owen, but how many

other Owens are in the community?
We know about some and their stories
aren’t being heard. This is just another
opportunity to support an individual
or a group of people who aren’t being
heard.”
In the year since The Auroran
last spotlighted Owen during Heart
Month, he has endured a number of
health challenges. He spent a month
in hospital on what his mother says
was a non-heart-related matter, but,
as she says, “because his heart doesn’t
work properly, other parts of his
body don’t always work the way they
should.”
As he gets older and more able
to understand his heart defect and
everything that that entails, Laura
says these health bouts are becoming
increasingly difficult for him.
“That is why it is so important to
continue to talk about this because it
is not a one-time thing, and it is really
warming to know that people don’t
forget that and people still continue
to do what they can because often it is
easy enough just to give once and say,
‘I’ve done my part.’ But this is life-long.
If your heart is not at 100 per cent, you
can’t expect anything else to be.”
Last year’s Harvey’s/Swiss Chalet
campaign for the local Heart & Stroke
Foundation raised just over $5,600 for
the foundation. This year, says Joe, has
been a little bit more “sluggish” than
the last, but they are hoping to go over
the $6,000 mark before Heart Month
comes to an end on February 28.
To help support the cause, head over
to Harvey’s/Swiss Chalet at Yonge and
Henderson, visit heartandstroke.ca/
give, or raise awareness on social media
using the hashtag #moremoments.

2cm

We’re looking for people like you, who may
be experiencing difficulty hearing in noisy
environments to evaluate a remarkable new
digital hearing aid[1] and a rehabilitative process
that could be the solution to your difficulties.
There’s no cost or obligation to participate!

Actual Size

Call us toll-free today to see if you qualify for this Field Test. Potential
candidates will be given a FREE hearing test to determine their candidacy.
Selected participants will be given a FREE in-office demonstration and the
opportunity to evaluate the latest, most advanced hearing aid technology
for 30 days. This latest digital technology solves the biggest challenge for
hearing aid wearers – hearing well in noisy environments.
Nobody will notice it because of its minute size, fitting snugly and
comfortably just behind the ear. Everything works automatically, so you
can get back to enjoying your relationships, rather than thinking about
your hearing.

Candidates are being selected.
The selection process ends on
March 29th 2018.

Apply
Today

Call a local clinic below or book
your appointment online at:
HearingLife.ca/Wanted

Referred by Physicians more than
65,000 times!
Already Wear Hearing Aids?

TOWN OF AURORA
PUBLIC NOTICE

We have created a technical support resource just for hearing aid users. Feel free
to browse our extensive database of articles and videos. You can even make a live
video call with a hearing aid specialist!
HearingAidHelp.ca

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE
TAKE NOTICE THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Aurora intends to designate the following
property as a property of cultural heritage value or interest pursuant to the provisions of Section 29 of the Ontario
Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter O.18, as amended. A brief statement of reasons is included.
49 Wells Street
“Town Park”
Lot 1 E/S Wells Street Plan 68, Lot 3 W/S Larmont Street Plan 68, Lots 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 19 S/S Mosley Street
Plan 68, Lots 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 N/S Metcalf Street Plan 68, Town Hall or Market Block Plan 68 Aurora
except AU515, Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality of York, being all of PIN 03650-0056 (LT)
The property known municipally as 49 Wells Street has been determined to have cultural heritage value or interest.
Established in 1867, Town Park has continuously served as a gathering place for Aurora residents and visitors alike.
Town Park is associated historically with local militia and has hosted community-wide events, sporting events,
musical performances, fairs and markets throughout its existence. Its park-like setting comprising of an open
common, a band shell, playground and sports field, bordered by a row of mature trees defines the character of
the surrounding residential neighbourhood. The property has contextual value as being located within the first
residential subdivision in Aurora, known as Southeast Old Aurora, abutting the Aurora Armory and the Wells Street
Public School.
Pursuant to Section 29(5) of the Ontario Heritage Act, any person may, before 4:30 p.m. on the 23rd day of
March, 2018, (within 30 days of the publication of this notice) send by registered mail or deliver to the Town
Clerk, Notice of Objection to the proposed designation, together with a statement setting out the reasons for the
objection and all relevant facts. If a Notice of Objection is received, the Council of the Town of Aurora will refer
the matter to the Conservation Review Board for a hearing and a report.

Aurora
15461 Yonge Street
Call Misty at
1-888-928-5540

Keswick
24018 Woodbine Avenue
Call Dorothy at
1-888-698-9711

Newmarket
665 Davis Drive
Call Kristen at
1-888-693-3996

Newmarket Hospital
105-581 Davis Drive
Call Gayle at
1-888-698-5518

Uxbridge
29 Toronto Street South, Suite 102-AB
Call Jake at
1-888-699-3093

Formerly

Further information respecting the proposed designation is available from the Town Clerk’s Office upon request.
DATED at Aurora this 22nd day of February, 2018.
Michael De Rond, Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1
Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

TRUSTED PARTNER OF

NIHB, VAC and Worker’s Compensation Provider
* Offer valid until March 29th, 2018 and is subject to change without notice. Hearing tests are provided
free of charge for adults ages 18 and older. Candidates must be private sale, or eligible for ADP or
AADL. Some conditions may apply. Please see clinic for details. Offer not valid in Quebec.
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Parsons’ mother shares powerful story of love and coping
“I said, ‘Really?’” she continued. “So,
did God miss Rehteah? Because he gave
her more than she could handle”
Ms. Parsons delivered a powerful
message to students and parents Thursday
at the a series of mental health summits
spearheaded by Cardinal Carter Catholic
High School and Sacred Heart Catholic
High School and hosted in Aurora.
Speaking with students earlier in the
day on the circumstances which led up to
Rehteah taking her own life in 2016, aged
just 17, by the time parents joined their
kids for the evening summit, Ms. Parsons
switched gears the power of healing.
It was “less heavy,” she said. Perhaps,
but it was no less powerful for the audience.
“I know in my heart of hearts that is
not what she wanted,” said Leah. “If she
could have changed in the next moment,
she would have. Unlike a lot of people who
suffer in silence, Rehteah did not suffer in
silence. She spoke out and shared all those

horrible thoughts and scary thoughts she
was having with me on a regular basis.”
Leah remembered her daughter as a
“very cautious child” who always watched
everything very closely before putting
herself into any situation.
She settled into her hometown at the age
of five and went all through elementary
school with the same circle of friends, kept
top marks, and harboured ambitions of
being a marine biologist. Leah says she was
just starting to find herself in her first year
of high school when she and a friend went
to a sleepover at a friend’s house.
“She obviously felt very comfortable and
safe in her peer group that day because, if
she didn’t, she wouldn’t have put herself
in a vulnerable position,” said Leah. “She
didn’t even know what the alcohol would
do to her body. Everything I had taught her
about how to be safe went out the window
because suddenly she was intoxicated. At
some point, two other males showed up

Leah Parsons, mother of Rehteah Parsons, was a keynote speaker at a student-hosted series of mental health summits hosted by Cardinal Carter and Sacred Heart on
Thursday.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

[and there were] four males, two females
drinking.”
The mother of one of the teens came
home, she said, went to bed, and the girl
that accompanied Rehteah to the party left
her there with the others.
“Rehteah was assaulted that night
by four males,” said Leah. “Somebody
thought it would be a good idea to take
a picture of her assault, so a photo was
taken, the boys went to school, told a
story of the party girl, the slut, and, in the
community Rehteah loved her whole life,
suddenly she had no value because she had
been labelled. We all know what happens
with labels – everyone else jumped in and
Rehteah became a target of really cruel
harassment.”
Rehteah struggled with this for 17
months, putting herself in hospital because
she was terrified by her own thoughts. The
hospital treating her didn’t have traumainformed care, said Leah, and as they were
not treating her for her trauma she came
out worse than when she went in.
Every time she changed schools – and
she had to change schools often – the
photo would show up and the cycle would
begin again.
“She acted in a moment of impulse and
she took her own life,” said Leah. “All my
coping mechanisms I had learned over
the years went out the window. Nothing
worked. Nobody ever prepares you for this
type of trauma.”
In the years leading up to Rehteah’s
birth, Leah had developed a number of
ways to cope with the hand life dealt her.
Trauma, she said, began in utero as
an “unwanted” child who was put up
for adoption. Eventually adopted as the
youngest of seven children in her Nova
Scotia family, Leah said her first memory
of grief is when her dog Skipper was struck
and killed by a car when she was walking
home from a picnic with her brother.
Leah remembers saying to herself over
and over “I didn’t like that dog anyway”
until she was sobbing into her father’s
chest. Grief was a new feeling, and from
that point on, she did everything she could
to detach from things – her primary coping
mechanism.
Raped as a teen by an older teen she had

Facebook: 416FoneFix Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169
emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

a crush on, she blamed herself and did not
share her trauma with her family. Instead,
she said, she did anything to numb the
feelings, becoming “promiscuous”, and
stumbling through a life that took her to
bartending gigs in Florida and New York
City, before she returned home, centred
herself, completed her post-secondary
education and had Rehteah at 28.
After Rehteah lost her battle, Leah said
she lost her spirituality. Her inner voice
told her, “You’re just not going to make it
through this one. You’re not going to make
it unless you step back on a spiritual path,”
but if that was the same path that took her
child away she had no time for it.
“I knew a door was closing on me,”
said Leah of the thought of becoming
bitter and angry. “Or, am I going to reach
through that door for hope, for love? I had
to learn how to love myself so deeply, so
fiercely and I never had to do that before.
The guilt was allowed to come, the why
me, but they weren’t allowed to take up
residence in my body. I was giving them
room, I was giving them space to be felt.
No more pushing things away because that
just wasn’t going to work anymore. I had to
stop listening to all the voices and I had to
choose to love life.”
It was, of course, a struggle. She still
had those “What if ?” thoughts of what
if she found Rehteah sooner? What if
she went up the stairs faster? She had
to ask herself if that was really true,
interrupting those thought cycles and
exploring her mind and body for truth.
“Being
curious
instead
of
condemning has a huge impact,” said
Leah, who carries on her daughter’s
legacy through the Rehteah Parsons
Society. “She inspired me to change
my life. Her message is still strong. She
is not able to carry forth her message;
she does it through me now. She still
inspires me every day to be her voice,
to speak out against rape culture, cyberabuse, but she continues to inspire me
and still walks with me. I never wanted
to be a public speaker, didn’t want to go
to university in case somebody asked
me to speak, but I am now her voice
and I have stepped on that path to carry
her voice forward.”

We handle any
type of repair,
including
water damage,
on all brands of
phones.
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BEST RATE MORTGAGES

YOU OUGHT TO KNOW
FEBRUARY 3 – MARCH 3

MARCH 1 – MARCH 10

• New Home Purchase
1st Mortgage
• Self Employed
Rates
• Bankrupt/Consumer Proposal
from
• Line of Credit/Home Equity
2.24%
• Renovation Loans
(OAC)
• 1st, 2nd & 3rd Mortgages
• Consolidate Debts
• Bad Credit (Consumer Proposal/Bankrupt OK)

The Mayor’s Celebration of Youth Arts runs at

Theatre Aurora is excited to bring to their stage

the Aurora Cultural Centre. This month long gallery

“Next Fall” by Geoffrey Nauffts. Luke believes in God.

exhibition celebrates the talent of Grade 12 students

Adam believes in everything else. Next Fall portrays

Broker License: 10266

from all of Aurora’s high schools. February 7: A Visual

the ups and downs of this unlikely couple’s five-

Arts Night/Artists Reception at 7 p.m. February 9:

year relationship with sharp humor and unflinching

Call me for equity take out in

Performance Arts Night from 7 p.m. featuring music,

honesty. And when an accident changes everything,

drama and spoken word.

Adam must turn to Luke’s family and friends for

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22
The Aurora Cultural Centre’s Great Artist
Musical Series presents pianist Stewart Goodyear

727-3669.

THURSDAY, MARCH 1
The Bond Lake Public School Concert Band invites

the best pianists of his generation” by the Philadelphia

you for two evenings of fun, food, and fundraising

Inquirer, Stewart Goodyear is an accomplished young

at Boston Pizza Aurora on Thursday, March 1 and

pianist as a concerto soloist, chamber musician,

Thursday, March 22 between 5:30 p.m. and 8:30

recitalist and composer. Mr. Goodyear has performed

p.m. Come out and support the Band in their quest

with major orchestras of the world , including the

to o attend the 2018 MusicFest Canada Nationals in

Philadelphia Orchestra, New York Philharmonic,

Toronto this May! “Last year, our band achieved Gold

Chicago Symphony and the Academy of St. Martin’s

Plus status at the York Region Music Alive Festival

in the Fields. For tickets and further info, visit www.

which also earned us an official invitation to perform

auroraculturalcentre.ca.

at the 46th annual MusicFest Canada festival. This
national competition takes place at the University of

The Aurora Winter Blues Festival will take place
Friday and Saturday night at St. Andrew’s College.

Toronto in May, and it features bands from all over
the country.”

SATURDAY, MARCH 3

Friday’s lineup features a “killer” roster of Steve
Strongman, Jack De Keyzer and Michael Schatte

Nature Aurora invites you to come out to their

while Saturday’s tribute to Mad Dogs & Englishmen,

annual Open House today at the Aurora Seniors’

Joe Cocker and Leon Russell will feature an array of

Centre. Come out and learn more about the “Citizen

talented musicians. For more information, and tickets,

Scientist” work Nature Aurora does around the

visit www.awbf.ca.

community. Students are also welcome and volunteer

****

hours can be accredited. www.natureaurora.ca.

Sport Aurora will host their inaugural Sports

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7

Summit on Friday and Saturday. The first event

The Aurora Community Café is open today –

will take place Friday from 6 – 9 p.m. at the Aurora

and each Wednesday – from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St.

Cultural Centre and on Saturday from 8 a.m. to 5

Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, located at the corner

p.m. at Aurora High School (155 Wellington Street

of Victoria and Mosley (Entrance off Victoria). Now

West). This two-part event is a must attend event

serving lunch, along with fresh baked goods, lunch,

for coaches, administrators, parents and athletes.

coffee, tea, juice, a DJ and live music.

For more information, including tickets, visit www.
sportaurora.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14
The PROBUS Club of Aurora holds

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27
The Canadian Federation of University Women

their

monthly meeting today from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00
noon at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial

(Aurora/Newmarket) meets today at the Aurora

Parkway North, Aurora.

Legion from 1 – 3.30 p.m. with guest speaker Sister

is: Blair Dawson, he has written a couple of illustrated

Mary Rose Marrin of St. Joseph of Toronto. The

books about the wilds of Canada. He is presenting his

goal of her present work is to raise awareness of the

latest creation on the subject of “All about Bears Facts

potential for spiritual, personal and emotional growth

This month’s speakers

and Myths Stories”.   For more information on this

in the second half of life and to support initiatives

month’s speaker please call Cliff White at 905-841-

in this area. She presents programs on “Continuing

2421. New Members Welcome! Call Gary Gilbert

Growth in the Second Half of Life” for churches and

at 905-895-2849, or be our guest at the meeting.

other groups in the Toronto area. This presentation

THURSDAY, MARCH 22

will focus on the opportunities and challenges

The Bond Lake Public School Concert Band invites

offered through the gift of increased longevity that

you for two evenings of fun, food, and fundraising

is a feature of our present reality. In particular it will

at Boston Pizza Aurora on Thursday, March 1 and

address the potential for inner growth offered in our

Thursday, March 22 between 5:30 p.m. and 8:30

maturing years. For more information, visit www.

p.m. Come out and support the Band in their quest

cfuwauroranewmarket.com.

to o attend the 2018 MusicFest Canada Nationals in

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28

Toronto this May! “Last year, our band achieved Gold

The Aurora Community Café is open today –

Plus status at the York Region Music Alive Festival

and each Wednesday – from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St.

which also earned us an official invitation to perform

Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, located at the corner

at the 46th annual MusicFest Canada festival. This

of Victoria and Mosley (Entrance off Victoria). Now

national competition takes place at the University of

serving lunch, along with fresh baked goods, lunch,

Toronto in May, and it features bands from all over

coffee, tea, juice, a DJ and live music.

the country.”
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SAVE
10% uNTIl
FEb 19

OVERNIGHT & DAY CAMPS

Hockey-Horses-Soccer-Adventure-BMX-WHAM-Volleyball

SINCE 1967

STOP POWER OF SALE! CALL OR TEXT NELLA NOW 416-992-5104

information, visit www.theatreaurora.com or call 905-

phenomenon” by the Los Angeles Times and “one of

FEBRUARY 23 – 24

3-5 Days

support…and answers. For tickets and further

this evening from 8 – 10 p.m. Proclaimed “a
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Spring Hockey Ages 6 - 12
Skating Development Jan 9 - Feb 13
Skills Development Jan 11-Feb 15

519-941-4501
www.teenranch.com

CROSSWORD
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Exceptional Interior Decoration and
Who does
what
in Tailored
our community
Staging
Services
For You
Exceptional Interior Decoration and

AIRPORT LIMO

Shirley Jean Limousine

Staging Services Tailored For You

FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Complete Room Projects

YOU WILL DIE
ColourComplete
Consultations
Room Projects

DIRECTORY
Colour
Consultations
Space
Planning

Who Are Mood
YouSpace
Protecting?
Planning
Boards
|

Classic Limousine Service

Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Mobile: 289-221-0030

CLEANERS

1st, 2nd, 3rd MORTGAGES

& SECURED PRIVATE LOANS
BANKBANK
SAYSSAYS
...WE...WE
SAY SAY

Mood
Boards
Services
LYNETTEShopping
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Senior Financial Advisor Seasonal
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TailoredFor
ForYou
You
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Cell: (416) 417-3224
Protect what you value most.

MORTGAGE

•MORTGAGE
ARREARS
•TAX ARREARS
•MORTGAGE
ARREARS
•TAX ARREARS
•CONSOLIDATE
DEBT DEBT
•CONSOLIDATE

Mortgage
Specialist:
Gaetana
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Lanzellotti
Mortgage
Specialist:
Gaetana
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Lanzellotti

Complete Room
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RoomProjects
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Email: Nella.Centum@gmail.com
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Text: 416-992-5104
CentumCentum
Mortgage
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‘Professional’
‘Professional’
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Transformation’
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Dependable’
Seasonal
&Decoration
Dependable’
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‘Delivered
As Promised’
‘Delivered
As Promised’

PAINTING

‘Professional’
‘Professional’
‘Meticulous’
‘Meticulous’

‘Amazing Transformation’
‘Amazing
Transformation’

Why take a chance...

‘Budget&&Conscious’
‘Reliable
Dependable’
‘Reliable
Dependable’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Delivered As
‘Delivered
AsPromised’
Promised’
‘Highly
Recommend’

go with who you know!

(905) 841-6243

www.mollymaid.ca
1.844.732.7575
1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6,

1.844.732.7575
CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING
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www.pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

www.pearlknstructions.com
8575
Keele St. #5-6, Concord,
ON L4K 3P4
Re-sanding
•
•
•
Re-sanding •• Refinishing
Refinishing
• Sales
Sales
• Installation
Installation
• Service
Service
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•• Sales
Installation
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Shopping Services

25 yrs. experience

H a m n e t t I n t eri o r s.c a

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

H a m n e t t I n t e r i o r s.c a
Seasonal Decoration
Staging

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING
‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’
‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

Zonta

‘Meticulous’

CONTRACTOR

J.N.H. CONTRACTING

BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide.

Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

SUNSET BEECH
‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Landscaping
& Renovating
hardwood
•• laminate
•• carpet
•• stairs
granite
hardwood
laminate
carpet
stairs •••granite
granite
hardwood
•
laminate
•
carpet
•
stairs
porcelain
•• tiles
•• washrooms
•• kitchens
porcelain
tiles
washrooms
kitchens
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens

TREE

Lisa Cleary

Certified Interior Decorator

289 338 4696 | LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

FencingH a m n e t t I n t e r i o r s . c a
Decking
Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens
Pruning • Removals

CARE

(647) 668 4949

zlr.ca

Consulting • Bracing • EAB
647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA

905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271
Call today for your FREE quote!
rhinorestorations@gmail.com

CREMATION
10% OFF

DALTON’S PAINTING
• Interior & Exterior Painting
FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811
PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES
• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE • DELIVERY

866-952-0146

CARLINg PROPANE INC.

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

• Concrete Work • Waterproofing
• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
ESTIMATES

REAL ESTATE
• interlock/pavers
• decks/fences
• retaining walls
• natural stone
• flagstone
• bobcat services

:
Alex Mallia Sales Representative, Re/Max Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage.

SPA

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641
WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

KARATE

goods and services
if you bring in this ad

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON (No Frills & Staples Plaza)

SKYLIGHTS

DECKS

DECKS

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?
• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Proudly serving York Region

by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail
{wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

See the difference 32
35 years of experience makes

DENTURE CLINIC

HR Denture
Clinic
Book Your

FREE

CONSULTATION
Seniors Discount
Today

905•841•6000

• Full & Partial Dentures
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning
While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums
• All Insurance Plans Accepted

Call Joe at any time 416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185
CALL TODAY

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!

aurora@northernkarate.com
905-726-8886
aurora@northernkarate.com

MOVING

• Heated Units
• Packaging & Storage
Supplies (Buy or Rent)
• 24 Hr Monitored Security
• Video Surveillance
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage

Personalized
Cosmetic
Dentures

NO DENTIST
REFERRAL NEEDED
OPEN
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL DENTURE SERVICES IN AURORA

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406

www.acmovingstorage.ca

INC.

www.brightskylights.ca

WATER

• FREE WATER TEST

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

Call Today

905-751-0845

reverse osmosis water.

Minor Midget Express
cruising through OMHA
playdowns
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WE DON’T BREW
OUR BEER FOR
THE AWARDS.
BUT HE DOES!
Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue
his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s
prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would

The Minor Midget York-Simcoe Express took down the Peterborough Petes 5 - 0 in Game Two of
the OMHA quarterfinals at LaBrier Arena on Sunday.
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

drive his signature brewing style.
He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to

By Jake Courtepatte

The Minor Midget York-Simcoe Express
have something to prove in their CHL draft
year.
This year’s batch of those just entering
junior eligibility find themselves undefeated
five games into the OMHA postseason,
knocking out the Richmond Hill Coyotes and
taking a commanding two-games-to-none lead
on the Peterborough Petes.
Meeting the Petes for game one of their
quarterfinal series on Saturday, the Express
cruised to a 3 – 0 win on the road, taking a
shutout back to St. Andrew’s College for Game
Two the following afternoon.
A scoreless period had Express goaltender
Alexander Imperio matched up evenly with
his Peterborough counterpart after the first,

before Cameron Jackson opened the scoring
for the home side with a bullet from the blue
line early in period two.
Just minutes later, Jack Bar picked up a
rebound on another powerplay and buried it
into an empty cage, doubling the Express lead.
With the Petesfinding themselves in penalty
trouble throughout the entire middle frame,
Evan Vierling capitalized late in the fourth
powerplay of the period with a rebound goal
of his own, giving York-Simcoe a 3 – 0 lead
heading into the final period.
The final buzzer was met with a 5 – 0 score,
bringing the shutout streak to two games.
Finishing the regular season with a record
of 24-4-4, the Express capped off the final
AAA rankings as fourth in the province, while
the Petes rounded out the top five.
The Express can put the series to bed on
Thursday night back in Peterborough.

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors.
He came home to Canada for Hockley.
You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen
Brewmaster

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd 1
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THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
LOOKING for experienced,
knowledgable, on-site supervisor for the York
Region area. Please
email resume to:
stepheno@intercityrealty.com fax: 905597-0493 office: 905597-0227.

REGISTERED
RECES
required
for local school aged
child care centres in
Aurora. Must have
experience working
with children ages
4-12 years. Available
for part time split
shift Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3
- 6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS MEAT PROCESSING facility from
Arthur immediately requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butchers with a
minimum of 2 to 3 years of direct hands on experience in meat cutting
and processing. Duties include cutting and sectioning of meat, skinning
and removing blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cutting meat
into specialized cuts and preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS
diploma or equivalent required. Positions offered are permanent full
time and salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 hrs a week.
Please apply in person at 7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at
joea@abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or via phone at 1-519848-2107.
SERVICES

Freelance Reporter

for Local Community Newspaper
Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter
with a passion for community news.
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness
to cover local community events and issues.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Freelance reporting work for weekly
community newspapers and special projects
• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover
• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Take photographs
• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

HOW SAFE
IS YOUR JOB?
Start building your
business today!
Supplement your income
by working part-time.
You set your own hours.
Ask me how!
Call Ruth Greaves at
1-888-240-4767

CARPET
I have 1000’s
of yards of new
100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom
& hall for as little as
$389.00

Custodian / Cross Guard
F/T, with possibility of becoming permanent

Groundskeeper – permanent F/T
Gardener – F/T, seasonal contract
Postings close February 22, 2018
The Country Day School offers JK-12
in a co-ed environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment

Breathe New Life
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically!
LPs and 45s,get rid of
the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a
chance, details:
spin2live@yahoo.com

(includes carpet, pad & install)

Call Steve

877.759.8179

carpetdeals.ca

• Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

CDS is hiring for these positions:

FOR SALE

Advertise in
The Auroran Classifieds
905-727-3300 ext 102

FOR LEASE/RENT

AURORA BASED
SALON
FOR
LEASE Hair salon
owner is looking to
phase out into retirement and will
keep a chair while
offering
a
fully
furnished hair salon
for lease. Prospective
lessee is to furnish his/
her supplies. $2500.
Plus hst Interested
persons please contact - daphneieraci@
hotmail.com or 905841-0576
AURORA BEAUTY
SALON- chair for
rent or esthetician
room Yonge Street
location.
Interesed persons please
call 905-8 41-0576
or daphneieraci@
hotmail.com

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle
• Reporting experience an asset
• An interest in local issues is a necessity,
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Let’s Talk.
Interested and qualified
candidates should forward
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

SREIRSNOW
RATIRES
C
DETNAND
AW
RIMS
FOR SALE

BF Goodrich
Used 2 years on
Ford Focus
205/65 R15 (945)
call 905-751-9817.

SENIORS WELCOME
CARRIERS NEEDED

to deliver The Auroran
newspaper every Thursday.
Earn money while
getting exercise.

Contact Cephise
416-505-2770

THE AURORAN, Thursday, February 22, 2018

FIVE DAYS ONLY

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 28TH
TO SUNDAY MARCH 4TH

WAREHOUSE SALE!
.ca

Fa m o u s B r a n d s M a g i c Pr i c e s

5 DAYS ONLY
AUG. 23 RD to 27 TH

E DO NOT

W

PRICE MATCH
If we did - We’d have to raise our prices

NOWHERE
CHEAPER

DEALS

PLEASE GO TO WWW.BRANDWIZARD.CA

WHERE:..... 40 Engelhard Dr. Unit 2, Aurora (Off Industrial Parkway South)
WHEN:....... August 23rd to August 27th
HOURS:...... Wed & Thurs. . . . . . . . . . . . 10am till 8pm
Fri & Sat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10am till 6pm
Sun. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11am till 5pm

3rd PROOF
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Please Sign Here: ___________________________

Wednesday February 28th to Sunday March 4th

While
quantities
last
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