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This spectacular building is the new home of York Laser and MedSpa, formerly York Vein and Laser Clinic, Newmarket. Bringing 15 years of experience
in cosmetic medicine and adding a luxurious day spa. Our MedSpa services include BotoxAand Dermal Fillers, CoolSculpting, Pixel, Microblading and
’ Sand wraps, sauna,
many more. Our luxurious day spa offers pampering European facials, body massages
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A Y steam room and much more.
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CMCA
AUDITED

INQUIRE NOW
Limited space available
in some grades
for September admission
FIGHTING FOR
“REAL FOOD”
Spencer Savage is pictured here
at the Aurora Family Leisure
Complex snack bar. The Aurora student was one of several
community members who
appeared at Council last week
demanding healthier options,
“real food”, at municipal
concession stands and in
vending machines.
Auroran photo
by Brock Weir

Parents, kids wage battle
for “real food” options
to help lead a vanguard of parents and
advocates to advocate for healthy food,
“real food” options in local vending
He might not vote yet, but Spencer machines and concession stands.
Savage has his eye on the future.
Calling on Council to set a higher
This week, the young Aurora resident standard when it comes to the amount
told elected officials that while he and of healthy food available at municipal
his peers might not be able to vote quite facilities, particularly recreation centres,
just yet, they are the future homeowners they said it was time to put the health of
of Aurora, future parents, and perhaps citizens ahead of a buck.
even future mayors and councillors. But
“Do you care about me?” asked
to do that, he said they need a strong, Spencer. “Do you care about the kids in
healthy foundation.
Aurora? I know we don’t vote yet, but
Spencer was at Town Hall last Tuesday one day we will be the homeowners of
By Brock Weir

Aurora, parents ourselves, and maybe
even the mayor. For now, we’re kids and
we deserve every opportunity to grow
up healthy and that is why we sign up
for sports and activities in the Town’s rec
centres.
“I spent 10 – 15 hours a week there
and sometimes my mom has to pack a
snack because there are no healthy food
options at the concessions. Why is that?
Aren’t the recreation centres places for
health and fitness? Would you work out
at the gym for an hour and then go and

16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Serving Aurora,
York Region and
surrounding
areas for
25 years.

Terry Sherin
Sales Representative

905-727-3154

tsherin@trebnet.com

Large 3
only
Topping Pizza Santafe-pizza.com
$18 99
& our signature
Cheese Bread!

BAYVIEW AVENUE
15480 Bayview15480Ave.
AURORA, ON
905-503-3300
905-503-3300
Santafepizza.ca

Just north of Wellington
in the Sobeys Plaza near
Good Life Fitness

Santafepizza.ca

Continued on page 12

Aurora United
Church gears up for
200th anniversary
celebrations
By Brock Weir

What William Tyler did with his
five shillings 200 years ago is lost to the
mists of time, but, for generations of
Aurora residents, the other side of the
transaction is abundantly clear.
The results provided the backdrop
for two centuries of joy, sorrow and
spirituality in this community and,
although it has taken many forms, the
foundations of this investment are still
going strong today.

LEXUS OF
OF RICHMOND
RICHMOND HILL
LEXUS
HILL
END OF A BLUE STREAK – The 2018 Aurora Winter Blues Festival took a
bow on Saturday night at St. Andrew’s College’s Wirth Theatre with Mad Dogs
& Englishmen. An evening saluting the music of Joe Cocker and Leon Russell was
the grand finale of a month of Blues in Aurora. For more, see Page 18.

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY SINCE 2003
905.883.8812
11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Continued on page 10

www.lexusrh.com
TOLL FREE 1.866.891.8812

A name you know... people you trust!
Established and Experienced.
One of Aurora’s top realtors for over 25 years
Top 1% in Canada

Wake up
and smell the coffee ...in your
new home!
ANDREW • SUSAN
Continually Referred!

Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961 info@susancowen.com

www.SusanCowen.com
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Notice Board
Council & Committee Meetings

What’s Happening

Date

Time

Location

Meeting

Monday, March 5
Tuesday, March 6
Wednesday, March 7
Wednesday, March 7
Thursday, March 8
Tuesday, March 20
Tuesday, March 20

7 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
4 p.m.
8 p.m.
7 p.m.
5:45 p.m.
7 p.m.

Holland Room
Holland Room
Holland Room
Aurora Cultural Centre
Council Chambers
Holland Room
Council Chambers

Heritage Advisory Committee
Joint Council Committee
Accessibility Advisory Committee
Aurora Cultural Centre Board
Committee of Adjustment
Council Closed Session (if required)
General Committee

AURORA’S

2018

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

COMMUNITY

Council meetings are open to the public. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit aurora.ca.

RECOGNITION
AWARDS

Public Notices
Notice of service disruptions
Please see below for the scheduled service disruption at the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex (AFLC):
•

On Tuesdays at 7:45 p.m. Aquafit will be cancelled for the
remainder of the winter season. Spa hours are revised to
8:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Please see below for the scheduled service disruption at the
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex (SARC):
•

On Thursdays at 9:55 a.m. the SARC Therapy Pool will be
closed for the remainder of the winter season.

We apologize for any inconvenience. For more information, visit
aurora.ca/news.

What’s Happening

What’s Happening
2 a.m. to 6 a.m. overnight parking
restrictions
Our bylaw states that cars must be off the road between
2 a.m. and 6 a.m. between November 15 and April 15.
Winter road maintenace may take place several days before
and after a weather event.
The Town of Aurora is committed to ensuring safe travel on
our roadways. Thank you for your cooperation.

The Town of Aurora believes in inspiring volunteerism and
recognizing citizens who have made a positive impact in
our community.
Do you know an individual, corporation
or business who has...
given their own time for the benefit of others?
gone the extra mile in supporting our community?
made Aurora a better place to live?

Download a nomination form at aurora.ca/cra
or pick up a copy at any Town facility reception desk.
••••••••••••••••••••••

Apply for the John West Memorial
Leaders of Tomorrow Scholarship Award
The Town of Aurora is currently looking for youth candidates
entering post-secondary school who have made a positive
impact on the community.

March Break camps

The scholarship is $1,000. Application deadline is Tuesday,
May 1.

Stay busy during this March Break! The Town of Aurora has
activities and programs for everyone in your family to enjoy.

Club Aurora wellness seminar –
women’s health

Check out the March 12 to 16 recreation schedule by visiting
aurora.ca/marchbreak.

Register today for Club Aurora’s women’s health seminar on
Saturday, March 24 from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. at the AFLC.
This seminar is free for Club Aurora members. For more
information, visit aurora.ca/fitness.

Nominations will be accepted until
Friday, April 6, 2018
905-727-1375 • aurora.ca/cra • #AuroraCRA
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Town of Aurora • 100 John West Way
P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1

Register now for spring & summer
programs
Registrations are now open for Town spring & summer
programs. There are many programs and activities for the
whole family to enjoy. To view the recreation guide, please visit
aurora.ca/recguide.

Register now for 2018 summer camps

Skylight Gallery Artist for March
Salah Khosravi is the Skylight Gallery artist for March. His
passion for drawing, painting and photography began in his
early teen years. He studied drawing and painting on his own
and has been working with different techniques such as pen,
graphite pencil and oil over the years.

Save 10% off select summer camps when you register from
February 26 to March 9. The early bird discount applies
to the following summer camps: Tots of Fun, Kinder Kamp,
Sports Camp, Adventure Camp and Arts Camp. For more
information visit aurora.ca/summercamps.

Looking for an elegant and affordable
place to get married?

The Town of Aurora is pleased to offer non-religious wedding services for your special day.
Civil marriage ceremonies are usually held in Council Chambers at Aurora Town Hall.
Our ceremonies are a favourite for couples planning a destination wedding
and wanting to make their marriage legal.
Please visit aurora.ca/civilmarriage to find out more
about our types of ceremonies, fees and available dates.

Town of Aurora
905-727-1375 • marriage@aurora.ca • aurora.ca/civilmarriage

With a self-admitted obsession for photography, Salah
photographs his subjects wherever and whenever the
opportunity presents itself.

AU R O R A’ S

Within the last few years, Salah has begun to expand his
focus more into painting, especially with oil, in hopes of more
thoroughly expressing his talent and passion for portraits and
animals.

EASTER
EGG
HUNT
••••••••••••••••••

Salah’s exhibit will feature a variety of portraits, figures and
animals using mainly oil on canvas and few graphite pencil
drawings.

SATURDAY, MARCH 31
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

••••••••••••••••••

To view this exhibit, visit the Skylight Gallery at Aurora Town
Hall, Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Aurora Seniors’ Centre • 90 John West Way

PLACESPEAK

Activities include face painting,
a carrot toss, crafts and more!

YOUR
AURORA
YOUR
VOICE

Find an egg and redeem it for
an Easter goodie bag

Help find solutions
to the traffic and
community issues
that matter to you.

905-726-4762
aurora.ca/easteregghunt
#AuroraEggHunt
In partnership with:

 Register now:
placespeak.com/aurora

WRISTBANDS

Pancake breakfast offered by
MUST BE PURCHASED
the Optimist Club of Aurora
IN ADVANCE
Nominal fees apply
at the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex,
Children 12 & under are
Hall, or the
Town
Aurora
welcome to participate
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
• Wristbands are $6 per child
• Parents and guardians are free

Proudly sponsored by:

Please note, we reserve the right
to cancel, amend or change activities.
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Josselyn-Hamilton ordained at Trinity Anglican
Scarborough, the Venerable Robert
Camara, Archdeacon of the Diocese
After three years at Aurora’s Trinity of Montreal, and Mei Zhu, Church
Anglican Church, Philip Josselyn- Warden of Trinity.
Hamilton was formally ordained this
Through the ceremony, Alex, Mylo
month.
and Dexter took on the role of gift
Before a packed congregation, bearers while Kris was a featured
which included his husband Alex musician in the service, alongside
Josselyn-Hamilton,
former
wife Jared Martens, Brenda O’Connor,
Kris Hamilton, and their sons Mylo Brenton Chan, Matias Recharte, and
✓ Complimentary
Collision
and Dexter, Philip was ordained
by Wesley
Bells.
Repair Estimates
Reverend Peter Fenty, Bishop✓ofStrong
YorkAfter
relationships
withreceiving the vestments of
most vehiclehis
insurance
Simcoe in the Diocese of Toronto
new office, Josselyn-Hamilton
in the presence of Rev.✓ companies
Canon was joined at the front of the altar by
Professional Glass &
Dr. Dawn Davis, outgoing Paintless
Rector Dent
hisRepair
self-described “modern family”
✓ Computerized
of Trinity Anglican Church,
Rev. toPaint
thunderous applause from the
Colour Matching
Kevin Robertson, Bishop ✓of WeYorkrepair allcongregation.
vehicle
By Brock Weir



makes and models
✓ Lifetime Warranty on all
collision repairs
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tura
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l Medic

Your #1 Neighbourhood Health Store Since 1993

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Good HealthCollision
Mart’s dedication to superior service and product knowledge has been in place since the very first location opened in Woodbridge, Ontario in 1993. Since then,
✓ Complimentary
we have grown to 12 locations across the Greater Toronto and Southern Ontario region. At Good Health Mart, for over 25 years Your Satisfaction is Our Guarantee!
Repair Estimates
✓ Strong relationships with
most vehicle insurance
companies
Sale ends March 31, 2018 - While quantities last
✓ Professional Glass &
Paintless Dent Repair
✓ Computerized Paint
Colour Matching
Canprev Magnesium
Natural Factors Vitamin K2
✓ We repair all vehicle
delivers a powerful
is essential for heart health.
makes and models
200mg of pure elemental
It helps guide calcium to
✓ Lifetime Warranty on all
magnesium from
where
it
is
needed
and
collision repairs

AURORA - 14845 Yonge Street (905) 726-3000

MAGNESIUM

VITAMIN K2

Jeff Hodgins, Service Consultant

magnesium bisglycinate, a
superior form that is easy to
absorb and digest. Keeps
heart rhythm steady and
aids in maintaining healthy
blood pressure levels.

away from areas where
excess calcium can cause
problems.

✓ Complimentary
Collision
✓
Repair Estimates
✓ Strong
✓ relationships with
most vehicle insurance
companies
✓
✓ Professional
Glass &
✓
Paintless Dent Repair
✓ Computerized Paint
Colour Matching
✓ We repair all vehicle
makes and models
✓ Lifetime Warranty on all
collision repairs

✓

✓

✓
✓

ULTIMATE FLORA
CRITICAL CARE

New Roots Herbal
Prostate Perform stops
the urgency and strain
of urination and does
not cause any side
effects. Provides relief in
just 7 to 10 days.

✓

✓
✓

120 caps Sale $2499

✓

PROSTATE PERFORM

✓

✓

60 vcaps Sale $849
120 vcaps Sale $1529

Ultimate Flora Critical Care
delivers 50 billion probiotic
bacteria from 10 strains. You would
need to eat over 50 servings
of yogurt to equal the probiotic
power in just one capsule of
Ultimate Flora Critical Care! It is
the ideal formula for improving
digestion, boosting immunity and
supporting overall health.

30 sgels Sale $2999
60 sgels Sale $5499
90 sgels Sale $7699

Bonus Size

72 enteric coated caps
$
99

Sale 54

TIME TO CLEANSE

✓
✓

SUPER ENZYMES
NOW Super Enzymes
support healthy digestive
functions. Bromelain, Ox Bile,
Pancreatin and Papain have
been formulated to optimize
the breakdown of fats,
carbohydrates and protein
for maximum assimilation.

Kit

Sale $3699

Hello, my name is Jeff Hodgins, Service Consultant
with Highland for the past 8+ years and in my
20th year working for GM. Over these years I have
gained valuable knowledge and experience in the
automotive service industry and try to use this
everyday to provide a high standard of
✓ service to our Highland clients.
customer

Wild Rose Detox is an herbal cleanse to help
you lose weight and cleanse your body. Looking
for an effective way to eliminate harmful toxins,
reduce excess fat and feel better? Wild Rose
Detox is exactly what you need.
✓

The working
environment at Highland is one of
✓
professionalism and dedication with a common goal of
satisfying every client on every visit to the dealership.

90 caps

Sale $1799

STRESS RELIEF VITAMIN

✓
✓

Please don’t hesitate to contact me in our
Service Department 905-727-7787 ext.273

We Know Service Matters.

4.5

LIQUID IRON

Vitamin B is known as
the ‘stress relief’ vitamin.
Advanced B Complex Ultra
provides the most advanced
forms of B vitamins. It
provides support for energy,
stress, metabolism and nerve
function. It is a biologically
active, full spectrum
B-Complex.

Floradix helps to prevent iron
deficiency in adults, includes
breastfeeding women, and
adolescents. Assists the
formation of red blood cells
and their proper functions.
Helps pregnant women meet
recommended intake for iron,
when taken in conjunction
with a healthy diet.

180 tabs

250 ml Sale $2149 80 tabs
500 ml Sale $3799 Sale $1599

Sale $4229

Years

1993 - 2018

✁

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus
905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com

25
Na

4 OFF

$

188 Total Reviews
W
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✓

✓
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Your #1 Neighbourhood Health Store Since 1993

Present this coupon and receive $400 off purchase of $2500 or more before taxes
on regularly priced items only. Coupon is valid until March 31, 2018.
Coupon is also available on Facebook. Maximum one coupon per customer.

ANY PURCHASE OF

25

$

✁

Highland Automotive Professionals is proud
to introduce another team member

OR MORE
BEFORE TAXES

The information in this advertisement is for information purposes only. Consult your doctor or healthcare practitioner prior to trying a new regime. Care is taken to
ensure the information within this advertisement is correct but error in copy, pricing and illustration may occur, we reserve the right to correct any errors.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Machell’s Corners

Make Your Voice
Heard – it WILL count
This letter is similar to one I just sent
to our Mayor and Councillors.
I’ve been following the issue around
protecting Aurora’s older stable
neighbourhoods from the negative
impacts of incompatible development
with great interest.
When I lived in Oak Ridges from
1994-2005, I saw clearly the kind of
devastation that happens when the
town does not meet its obligation in this
area.
Just like Aurora, the new Official
Plan of 1996 called for all new infill
development in Oak Ridges to be
compatible and in character with the
existing neighbourhoods. But the kinds
of monstrosities that began going up
suggested that the town was either not
interested in meeting this obligation, or
they were unaware of it.
To see what I’m talking about, just
take a drive around Lake Wilcox. It’s
heartbreaking to see how the character
of these older neighbourhoods is being
destroyed.
It’s now happening in Aurora:
Recently, the same thing began
happening here in Aurora. So, I was
pretty happy when Councillor Gaertner
– in response to many requests from
angry, dismayed residents - began
to actively advocate for a way to stop
it – and then Councillor Mrakas also
became involved.
Councillors - at this time I urge you to
do everything in your power to ensure
the protections to stable neighbourhoods
dictated in the 2011 Official Plan: “that
the stability and vibrancy of these
existing neighbourhoods is protected
from the negative impacts of potential
incompatible development and growth
pressures” [OP 2.1 vi.]; are put in
place by reviewing and then changing
Aurora’s ancient 1968 zoning bylaws to
reflect the specific requirements of that
new 2011 Official Plan. This action is
long overdue, and needs to be handled
now as quickly as possible.
Aurora’s new Official Plan was
passed in 2011. Seven years ago.
At that time it would have been in
the public’s best interest to examine and
update the existing zoning bylaws for
our older stable neighbourhoods, with
new zoning bylaws compatible with and
guided by that new Official Plan. We’ve
all come to understand the existing
zoning bylaws pertaining to Aurora’s
older stable neighbourhoods – which are
now 50 years old – were never reviewed
to assess their compliance with that new
official plan. How did that get missed?
At 50 years old, those 1968 bylaws are
dramatically out of date.
Having been missed, the building/
planning department has been
approving new builds in older
neighbourhoods based on 1968 zoning
bylaws, and NOT guided by the 2011
Official Plan. And these new builds are
having the exact negative impact on
older neighbourhoods – and residents
–that the 2011 Official Plan specifically
sought to avoid. [OP 2.1 vi.].
Clearly these bylaws need to be
changed as soon as possible to ensure
ALL building/development decisions
evaluate the appropriateness of change,
and the degree to which the proposed
changes are considered compatible
development and in the public interest.
(OP 1.1c)
The phrase “Public Interest” in this
case means – unquestionably – what is
in the best interests of Aurora residents,
homeowners and tax payers – not the
best interest of developers.
Councillors and Mr. Mayor: You
know it’s an election year. I truly
Continued on page 10
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Settling for Silver
Canadians are often celebrated for their
own quiet sense of pride.
In some cases this pride is self-celebrated.
Whether this pride is pride from afar or
part of introspection, the quiet pride can
take on a crescendo all its own when it is
threatened or otherwise tarnished.
Take, for example, the storm in a teacup
that erupted in South Korea last week when
Jocelyne Larocque was awarded the silver
medal, along with the rest of the Canadian
Women’s Hockey Team, in the wee hours
of our Thursday morning.
No sooner had the silver made a halfhearted pendulous half-swing across her
chest then it was unceremoniously taken off
by its recipient as the rest of her teammates
down the line continued to receive theirs.
It was a gesture which had many
Canadians – and indeed some international
observers – clutching their proverbial
pearls.
Athletes win gold and bronze, some
sports-minded pundits opined, adding that
one merely “settled” for silver, having to be
content with second-best
I’m not sure I agree with that assessment,
but nobody has ever accused me of being
an athlete.
Nevertheless, amid her defenders,
presumably those in the know, this was a
common refrain, but Larocque herself
weighed into the fray the next day.
“In the moment, I was disappointed
with the outcome of the game, and my
emotions got the better of me,” she said in
a statement on Friday.
Reading the varied reactions in the
meantime, however, I kept hearing the
echoes of a heated discussion which took
place around our Council table just a few
nights before.
Although things could change after press
time this week, I have to wonder if Aurorans
will be heartened that their Council is not
content to settle for second best.
Sitting at the Committee level last
week, Councillors turned down a
recommendation from staff which would
have appointed the Deputy Mayor of
Aurora as Aurora’s alternate voice around
the Regional Council Table, a governing
body which currently only has one voice
from this Town – Mayor Dawe.
This lone voice is something that has
been stuck in the craw of this Council, as
well as Councils, as Regional Council has
uniformly turned down the bids of Aurora
and other single-vote municipalities for
another seat at the table.
Bids by single-vote communities like
Aurora and King Township to gain
that all-important extra seat have been
turned down flat by fellow Region-mates,

BROCK’S
BANTER
Brock Weir

laying the foundation for some significant
angst, including a vote by Council to
direct Aurora’s Regional vote to knock
down similar requests from abundantly
represented municipalities in the Region’s
southern tier.
Throughout the multiple conversations
on this matter, it was clear that although a
second seat would be the ideal situation, a
Regional alternate, someone who speak on
Aurora’s behalf – and ultimately cast a vote
representing the community’s interests – in
the off chance Mayor Dawe was unable to
attend a particular Thursday meeting in
Newmarket was the next-best-thing.
But, with just a few months left before
the 2018 Municipal Election, the tides
seem to have turned – and the contortions
Councillors executed in order to turn those
tides almost better than any Olympic sport.
First out of the gate was Councillor Paul
Pirri, who said he believed that seven months
before an election was the wrong time to
appoint someone to act as an alternate.
There has been, he claimed, “some level of
politicking going on” regarding the matter,
without elaborating any further.
Another naysayer was Councillor
Michael Thompson who said he agreed
that the timing just wasn’t right with only
five meetings left on the Regional calendar.
Another factor to consider, he added,
was Aurora had not really been earnestly
fighting for an alternate; instead the fight
for representation was for an additional
seat.
While that was indeed the crux of the
argument, there was indeed advocacy
around the table for an alternate.
Councillor Thompson’s view was
summed up by Councillor Mrakas, who
said a recommendation for an alternate
in the form of the Deputy Mayor was “a
little bit of settling,” and going forward
would “kill” any chances of reviving the
conversation about an additional Regional
seat.
After significant back and forth, the
Deputy Mayor himself weighed in on the
matter.
This position is currently held by John
Abel, who secured this position by dent of
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being the top vote-getter in the fight for one
of the eight Council positions, a number
which will be reduced to six by this fall’s
vote.
Over the course of the last four
years, Councillor Abel, who, it should
be stated, is mulling a mayoral bid in
2018, has increasingly found himself
at odds with his Council colleagues
on a myriad of issues, including, most
recently, the redevelopments of both
Library Square and the Aurora Armoury.
Responding to the positions of his fellow
Councillors, he said their opposition to
his appointment as the Mayor’s Regional
alternate was as much about personality as
anything else.
Personality conflicts are, of course,
in the eyes of the beholders but I think
Councillor Pirri is correct in saying that
there is some politicking going on.
In my opinion, Councillors balking at
this appointment because it would be in
effect for the 2018-2022 term of Council
as well simply doesn’t hold water.
This is a Council which has mercifully
made a decision on Library Square, a
project which will have to be steered
through completion by the incoming
Council. This is a Council which has
got the ball rolling on transforming the
historic Aurora Armoury, a project which
will also be brought in for a landing by the
next Council crop. This is also a Council
which made the decision to reduce
the very size of the 2018-2022 term of
Council by two seats.
Regardless of personalities – conflicts,
or lack thereof – Aurorans are the only
ones who really lose in this debate.
When Regional Council opted to sit
back and do nothing when presented with
the opportunity to make their Regional
Chair an elected position, and thus beat
the Province of Ontario to the punch,
arguments were made that Regional
Council abdicated its responsibility to the
residents of York Region.
Nevertheless, that decision was made
and, unfortunately, so was the decision to
deny Aurora a second seat at the table.
Getting the ability to appoint an
alternate, an opportunity seized upon by
King Township, is the next-best-sing, the
silver medal.
I’m not sure how Council sitting
back, forgoing the opportunity to take
this medal in hand, thereby ensuring
Aurora’s collective voices are represented
as strongly and consistently as possible at
the Regional table, is keeping their eye on
the gold.
In fact, I believe it does the community
a disservice.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors
and letter writers are not necessarily those of The
Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number,
although number will not be published, and be limited
to 600 words. Letters may be edited or refused. All
contents protected by copyright.
ADVERTISING POLICY
Publisher is not liable for slight changes or
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of an
advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the
attention of the publisher prior to the following edition.
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The Aurora Museum
& Archives is celebrating…
Employee Appreciation Day
(March 2)

The foundation of democracy
relies upon an informed and engaged
electorate. Democracy only works when
we are willing and able to communicate
ideas and vision for where we want our
country to go. It is about hearing ideas
we agree with, ideas we do not agree
with, and ideas we have not even thought
of yet.
I have been door-to-door in our
community over the past couple years
and it surprised me to hear some people
say that they do not value the Federal
Government because they feel that they
have no role in our democracy. I fear
that if everyone believed this statement
to be true, then democracy would cease
to exist in Canada.
Democracy requires interaction
and communication between citizens
and their elected representatives.
This communication can be a phone
call, a letter or an email, but the most
significant means of communication is
to be able to voice your perspective while
also listening to the perspectives of not
only your Member of Parliament but
also other citizens in your community.

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

with Your Member of Parliament.” I am
hosting the same event on two different
dates and I look forward to seeing you at
one of the town halls. Details below:
EXCHANGING IDEAS
WITH YOUR MP – TOWN HALLS
SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2018

The best way to engage in democracy is
through a town hall.
Town halls go beyond partisan politics.
They are a forum for citizens, of all
perspectives, to have the courage to invest
in the shaping of a nation. The power of
democracy is in the engaged discussion.
It is about being heard, listening, and
working together, regardless of political
stripes, to achieve something bigger.
That’s the piece of democracy that
is at risk of being lost, and that is why
I am asking you to participate in our
democracy, contribute your ideas, listen
to your fellow citizens, and attend a town
hall.
Join me as we listen, engage, and
envision what our country can become. I
would like to invite you to the next Town
Hall I am hosting: “Exchanging Ideas

AURORA HIGH SCHOOL
1:00pm to 3:00 pm
(155 Wellington St W, Aurora)
SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 2018
RICHMOND GREEN
SECONDARY SCHOOL
1:00pm to 3:00pm
(1 William F. Bell Pkwy,
Richmond Hill)

Please Contact Me!
My office is always open for those who
need assistance with Federal services
and programs, or for anyone who wants
to stop in and say hello. Visit us at
12820 Yonge St suite 202 in Richmond
Hill, give us a call at (905)773-8358, or
email me at Leona.Alleslev@parl.gc.ca.
Thank you.

Stable Neighbourhood Study

Last week in the mail our family
received a form letter from the Town of
Aurora.
The document was a Notice of
Public Open House – Existing Stable
Neighbourhood Study.
The document states “The Town of
Aurora initiated a stable neighbourhood
study to examine whether the Town’s
Zoning By-law is effective in maintaining
the character of our existing residential
neighbourhoods.”
It goes on; “The Town of Aurora
invites you to a Public Open House
that will feature a presentation on the
existing Official Plan policy and Zoning
By-Law and we are seeking your input
about how neighbourhood character
can be regulated.”
“This is a great opportunity for
residents to express what improvements
or changes they would like to see to
the Town’s Zoning By-law in order to
protect the character of our existing
neighbourhoods.”
The map on the back of the Open
House document shows three main
study areas. Living on Hill Drive, I
am in the middle of the study area
bounded by Bathurst, Wellington West
and Yonge Street.
This has become an important topic
in our community. I can’t recall a local
issue in the last couple of years that has
drawn so many letters to the editor.
In addition to this study, the Town
Council has instituted a one-year
moratorium on new residential builds
that currently exceed development
standards.
We have seen slightly different variants
on this general type of development
issue play out in our communities over
the last number of years.
Remember Glenway in Newmarket

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE
Stephen Somerville

and
the Aurora Highlands Golf Course
in Aurora? In both cases, private
developers bought the club and existing
land from the golf course owner with
the intention of erecting town houses,
single dwelling homes and in the case of
Aurora, a 10 story apartment complex.
In both cases, the home owners in
the local area banded together to form
rate payers association and in both
cases, the private developers appealed
to the Ontario Municipal Board. And
again in both cases, while cutting back
slightly on the number of dwellings,
the respective developments moved
ahead.
I can partially see where the
provincial government is coming from
on this.
The Places To Grow Legislation that
the former McGuinty government put
in place in 2005 ascribed intensification
targets for our towns and cities.
This makes general sense as we need
to accommodate further population
growth in our province and every
community has to do their respective
share in accepting more folks.
But what I find different about this
situation is that Aurora, from what
I could tell at the time, was meeting
its mandated interim intensification
targets and Highland Gate was a
mature community.
If the town is meeting these targets,
then locally elected officials should
have ultimate say over zoning and

planning within Aurora.
Fast forwarding to today, I do
agree that something has to be done
to protect the sanctity of our existing
community.
Just to be clear; at this point, I have
not seen any of these monster homes
being built on my street and I have not
(yet) been impacted, but I know that
this could happen at some point in the
future.
I would like to think that common
sense and respect for your neighbours
would rule the day and that we would
not need to put By-laws in place but I
know that the world doesn’t work this
way.
On the one hand, we need to respect
the ambience and character of our
existing neighbourhoods. People
who buy into these streets should be
given some latitude if they are tearing
down and building a new dwelling or
enlarging an existing home, but not be
given carte blanche to do what they
like.
There needs to be some limits on
height and the size of dwelling. Also,
protections need to be put in place to
guarantee the rights of the existing
homeowners to sunshine on their
property and to the general enjoyment
of their own property, among others.
On the other hand, I certainly
understand those who want to
maximize the value of their investment
and don’t want any restrictions placed
on them by local planning authorities.
In the end, like most good pieces
of legislation or workable solutions,
there will need to be a compromise from both sides.
Stephen can be contacted at
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Mainstream media, fringe media and
the tinfoil-hat wearing brigade of the
blogosphere all play a significant part
in how the public’s attitudes towards
business, politics and people are shaped.
Rightly or wrongly, that is the reality.
Bots that “troll” are a thing. A pretty
big “thing” as it turns out. The US
Attorney General (AG) released a
report stating what most of us already
saw as obvious. A foreign entity, in
this case Russia, waged an info war
on various US institutions using all
forms of media – but in particular by
weaponizing troll bots and troll farms
(because that’s a “thing” too apparently)
– for the purposes of impacting the US
election.
Before anyone sends me yet another
flaming email about Trump, I am not
saying that said well documented infowar actually handed Trump the election,
so calm down please. What I am saying
is that there is unquestionable evidence
that there was a state sponsored program
to interfere with the democratic process
writ large.
Based on the US AG’s report,
Russian agents flooded social media
with misinformation, often releasing
simultaneously
contradictory
information, to sow discord and
discontent; to force people to question
the very existence of object truth. And
they were – and are – very successful.
That’s a game-changer. And it’s quite
simply terrifying.
This was no mere angry little man in a
basement somewhere, eating Cheetohs
and firing off rambling, angry missives
on Facebook or twitter. I dare say every
community has its share of those kinds
of folks. And every politician or public
person everywhere has to deal with
that kind of nonsense. Most recognize
quickly that the tinfoil hat brigade are
chattering to themselves and are best
simply ignored.
This was something entirely different.
This was an organized, highly
structured disinformation campaign.
And it doesn’t appear that it’s going to
end anytime soon or that it’s limited to
the US. It is a tactic that is being widely
used by a host of different actors across
the globe on stages big and small.
People now have no way of knowing
whether their supposedly local partisan
political chat group has any affiliation
at all with the views being pushed out.
What is true? What is false? Who knows?
I think there is universal concern
about how fast and insidiously
misinformation is spread today. But
identifying the threat is one thing. What
to do about it? Well that’s an entirely
different terrifying concern.
How do you police the internet? How
do you balance the right of folks to say
what they want, to read what they want,
to believe what they want with the need
to ensure that the “facts” that inform
those beliefs, those opinions are in fact,
well, facts? And who will determine
what is a fact? And is that even possible?
My head starts to hurt the more I think
about it. It seems like an intractable
issue.
The internet has so many positives.
It has democratized access to one of
the most valuable commodities there is
– information. It’s frightening to think
that it may have been all a façade.

THIS WEEK’S
NEW POLL
Do you think the movement led by Florida
students will lead to positive changes in
American gun laws?

Yes

No Unsure

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
Previous poll results

Do you agree with the York Region District School Board’s decision
to move Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School to Bayview
FEBRUARY 27, 2018

Your Role in Democracy;
Exchanging Ideas at a Town Hall

POLITICS
AS USUAL

RESULTS
TO DATE

In 1942, the old Fleury Foundry was leased to
the Dominion Government and became home
to the Number 2 Return Stores Depot. During
the Second World War, the Depot was responsible for storing and distributing items to the
military, including clothing, equipment, tools,
ammunition, artillery and vehicles. This photograph (997.7.2) captures some of the Depot’s
first employees posing outside of the building.
At the height of its operations, the Depot employed a total of 500 people – 300 military and
200 civilian. Let us know if you can help us identify anyone in the photo!

A
YES

BNO

25%
74% 59%

UNSURE

1%
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Council shoots down option for alternate Regional rep
By Brock Weir

Citing just five more meetings on the
calendar before the 2018 Municipal
Election gets underway, Council is poised
to say “no thanks” to an option to appoint
an alternate voice to represent Aurora at
the Regional table.
Council, sitting at the Committee level
last week, voted down a recommendation
to establish Aurora’s Deputy Mayor,
Councillor John Abel, as Aurora’s back-up
voice representing the Town’s interests at
the Regional level. A final decision on the
matter is expected to be made this week.
Mayor Geoff Dawe, as Regional
Councillor, is currently Aurora’s lone
voice at the table and an alternate would
have been able to speak out on the Town’s
behalf – and cast a vote – if the Mayor was
unable to attend a meeting.
But, with an election in the offing, some
Council members argued it was too late
in the term appoint the Deputy Mayor –

conventionally the top vote-getter in the
Council race – to the position.
“I think seven months before an election
is the wrong time to be appointing someone
to act in this capacity,” said Councillor Paul
Pirri. “In my estimation, there has already
been some level of politicking going on and
regardless of who the policy is currently
pointing to, I think it is the wrong time to
do that. Further on down the road as well,
I think it should be left up to the Council in
the next term to decide who their alternate
is. There is no guarantee that a deputy
mayor wouldn’t have a full-time job and
thus other commitments so they wouldn’t
be able to act as an alternate. I am not 100
per cent in favour of doing this right now.
For the next seven months…the mayor is
well-positioned to serve this council and
Regional Council.”
Mayor Dawe, who has been a long-time
proponent of an alternate, took the flipside
of the debate, stating from his perspective
that the appointment of the Deputy Mayor
would be just for the remainder of this

term. He acknowledged that more fulsome
representation at the table, particularly
with a second full seat for Aurora, has been
advocated for but it is not yet in the offing.
“This is the best we have right now and
we keep trying to push that ball up the
hill,” said Mayor Dawe. “It’s better than
what we have now [but] it is not as good as
what we would like.”
King Township, he mentioned, recently
appointed a similar alternate to act in the
stead of Mayor Steve Pellegrini who, at
the time of the debate, was attending the
Winter Olympics in South Korea with his
daughter.
“We have been asking for an alternate
in some way, shape or format at the
Region for years,” he continued. We have
something I am of the opinion we should
move forward on.”
For others, moving forward on this
would be settling for second best.
Councillors have been long-time
advocates for that sought-after second seat,
efforts which have been repeatedly shot
down by the rest of Regional Council.
“We haven’t been advocating for an
alternate all this time; we have been
advocating for additional representation,”
said Councillor Michael Thompson,
adding he believed the motion on the
table would establish the Deputy Mayor
as the alternate well into the next Council
term. “We might see it differently, but
my perspective is we might have settled
for an alternate because we couldn’t get
additional representation, but that is
something we can debate offline.
“I agree with the perspective that the
timing isn’t right. There are only five
Regional Council meetings left before
the end of the term, so to speak. I would
rather see it be set up for December 2018
or the next term of Council. I see this is let
the next Council decide who that person
is. For all we know, the deputy mayor of
the next Council may or may not be able
to attend meetings on Thursdays or have
a conflict.”
This was a view shared by Councillor
Tom Mrakas, who added, “In my opinion,
it is a little bit of settling. It essentially kills

all chances of ending the conversation
about us possibly getting that second seat.”
Also catching Councillor Thompson’s
eye was the recommendation that the
alternate receive $100 extra a month to be
prepared to sub in for the Mayor, plus a
further $100 for every meeting he or she
might have to attend.
It is the responsibility of each Council
member to “be informed” of the issues
impacting Aurora from the Regional level
and they shouldn’t be paid $100 just to
read the agenda.
This objection to the $100 was enough
to raise the eyebrows of Councillor Abel.
Councillor Abel, who has very often
found himself in opposition to the
majority in this Council term, said his
fellow Councillors were making their
decision based on personality rather than
policy.
“I didn’t realise you would go to this
level, but certainly the $100 is as petty as
you can get,” he contended. “The fact you
want to decide who goes and represents
doesn’t surprise me at all because that is
the way we do things here now.”
At this point, Councillor Paul Pirri
called a question of privilege.
“I think if the Councillor was listening
to the debate around the table, I think we
were talking strictly about what is right
for the remainder of this term,” said
Councillor Pirri. “Nobody was talking
about him. It is inappropriate to talk about
individuals being petty.”
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, who
chaired last week’s General Committee
meeting, found in favour of Councillor
Pirri’s objection and called on Councillor
Abel to apologize. After he had done so,
he continued.
“I would have considered it an honour
and a privilege to represent as an alternate
at the Regional level and I thank staff for
making the recommendation. I feel that
after seven years I have the confidence
of the community and I think it would
have just been a privilege. I will take the
fact that it was even brought forward
and recommended as a privilege and an
honour.”
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Queen’s York Rangers
heading to nationals
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Advertorial

Arthritis:
New Approach
Delivers
Remarkable
Results

Queen’s York Rangers’ Master Corporal Daniel Rivera (middle left) and Corporal
Kevin Chang (middle right) earned gold in the team relay portion of the regional
biathlon competition in Sault Ste. Marie.
Photo courtesy of David Kasper
By Jake Courtepatte

Six members of the Queen’s York
Rangers will be skiing and shooting their
way into Nationals after a strong showing
at the regional biathlon competition in
Sault Ste. Marie last weekend.
Holding up their reputation as some
of the best shooters across the province,
the Rangers corps took home one gold,
three silver, and three bronze across the
competition that hosted over 140 male
and female cadets.
Master Corporal Daniel Rivera and
Corporal Kevin Chang earned their first
place finish by beating the competition
by a healthy four minutes and twentytwo seconds in the team relay race of the
junior male category.
The open female team of Sergeant
Jessica Matile and Master Corporal
Vivian Mullins earned silver in their team
relay final, edging out the third place
competitors by a narrow five seconds.
Only two seconds separated Warrant
Officer Adrian Poncelet and Warrant
Officer Alex Bolduc from the third place
team, picking up the corps second silver of
the day in the open male category.
Mullins and Poncelet also went on to
win silver and bronze respectively in the
junior female individual, while Chang
took home bronze in the junior male

CANADIAN
MADE

individual.
Master Warrant Officer Yeonsu Choi
rounded out the day’s medal count with
a bronze medal performance in the youth
female category.
“Thank you to Warrant Officer Liv
Ewart for coaching and hanging in the
range all weekend running rifles to the
competitors, and everything else she did
throughout the weekend for the team,”
said team coach David Kasper.
“I’d also like to give a special shoutout
and thank you to Warrant Officer Stav
Goldenberg and Warrant Officer Yuki
Kwan for volunteering their time to stand
in the cold all weekend... you both might
be as crazy as us for wanting to ski and
shoot in the cold. Thank you for jumping
in last minute and making this competition
happen!”
The six moving on to the national
competition in Brookevale, Prince
Edward Island, later this year make up
a healthy portion of the twenty-member
Team Ontario, sending more than any
other corps across the province.
“We do not yet know which cadets
will be advancing to Nationals as cadet
coaches and cadet officials, so its possible
2799 could be further represented at the
national level,” said Kasper.
In the meantime, next up for the Aurorabased corps is the regional marksmanship
championships in air rifle in Orangeville.

CM

If you suffer from Arthritis you need
to be aware of effective advancements
that can eliminate years of pain,
suffering, immobility and frustration.
You may have told your doctor
you suffer with one or more of the
following: sore, stiff knees, painful
achy hips, low back pain, mid back
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain.
You may find that your pain
or stiffness affects your work,
housekeeping,
leisure
activities,
exercise, sports or other activities. You
go to the drug store or to your doctor
and get pills to help relieve your pain.
But you find the pain keeps returning.
Alternatively, the doctor may refer
you to a specialist who may tell you
that surgery is needed or is an option
for you.
However, many people are hesitant
to have surgery given its invasive
nature. It is important to know
that although surgery is sometimes
necessary, it is considered a last resort
in most cases.
Also, you may have heard that there
are serious health risks associated with
chronic use (or overuse) of pain pills or
anti-inflammatory drugs that include
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.
There is a new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach that has
helped many sufferers improve their

lives dramatically: Laser therapy
uses light to favor and accelerate
the body’s natural healing processes.
The innovative Multiwave Locked
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe,
efficient and simultaneous effect on
pain, inflammation, swelling and
water retention, exceeding the limits
of traditional LLLT (Low power) and
concerns of HP (High power) laser
therapy.
What does this mean for you?
Our patients have reported a
90-95% relief of their symptoms,
more mobility, increased flexibility
and vastly improved function!
It is the very latest in medical
technology, with years of clinical
studies supporting its safety and
efficacy and we are very proud to offer
our patients effective solutions to their
recent or chronic conditions.
“This new, natural, safe and highly
effective approach has helped many
sufferers improve
their lives
dramatically”.
Come in and allow us to help you achieve
the results you deserve! Call (905) 7732225 to book your FREE consultation and
examination at King West Wellness Centre
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In
the Home Hardware Plaza)

CabinetMagic

SATISFACTION
GURRANTEED

www.cabinetmagic.ca

Custom New Kitchens
Cabinet Refacing
PROFESSIOINAL DESIGN SERVICES • PERSPECTIVE DRAWINGS

PROMO
10%
OFF
NEW KITCHENS

• Vanity Cabinets * Tile Flooring & Backsplash
• Hardwood, Vinyl & Cork Flooring
• Sinks, Faucets and Range Hoods

10% OFF

CABINET REFACING

Visit Our Showroom

Servicing the GTA for 30 Years

Unit #20

416-479-0415
705-797-4853

1100 Gorham St.,

GORHAM ST.

LESLIE ST.

Call 905-954-0967

CM

Newmarket

Call or email us today info@cabinetmagic.ca
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The bitterness of poor quality is remembered
long after the sweetness of a low price has faded from memory

He
home
toto Canada
Hockley.
prestigious
Brewlab
in
Sunderland,for
England,
where he procured
the alchemy that would
OUR
BEER
FOR
Hecame
came
home
Canada
for
Hockley.

THE
AWARDS.
You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

drive his signature brewing style.
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You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.
Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors.
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his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s
prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would
drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to
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Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors.
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Townhouse development proposal goes to next phase
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his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would
drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to
Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors.
He came home to Canada for Hockley.

By Brock Weir

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

A plan to knock down three homes on
Metcalfe Street to make way for a 15-unit
townhouse development on three lots is
set to take a step forward at Council this
week.
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Last Tuesday, Council agreed to
accept a zoning bylaw application from
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developers looking to purchase 103, 107
and 111 Metcalfe Streets with an eye to
building 15 townhouse units sharing a
condominium road.
If this approval is ratified at Council
this Tuesday, the application for a zoning
bylaw amendment can start proceeding
5/25/17
through the normal
planning
5/25/17
1:191:19
PMPM channels
and approvals and allow the applicant to
purchase the properties in question.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Do you know exactly how
much money you need to
retire comfortably?
Brendan Black
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com
RBC Dominion Securities
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd floor
Aurora, ON L4G 1N1

When planning for the next phase of your life, there are
three questions you need to ask yourself:
• Do I have a written financial plan?
• Is my investment portfolio on the right track?
• Do I know how much I pay in fees for financial advice?
If you answered “no” to any of the above, contact
Brendan Black today for a second opinion on your
retirement plan.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian
Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal
Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2017. All rights
reserved. 17_90409_H7L_001

Sorley & Still

It is a proposal that has been making its
way through Town Hall for over the year
and has been subject to some revisions
following concerns raised by neighbours,
but by the originally-proposed plan for
24 stacked townhouses was presented last
week, it had been adjusted down to a 15
unit development of single dwellings.
“The rationale to accept the Zoning
Bylaw Amendment application is that the
proposal is an infill residential development
within the Stable Residential designation
and conforms to our use of the Official
Plan,” said Heritage Planner Jeff Healey
in his report to Council.
“Upon submission of a new complete
zoning bylaw amendment application,
staff will undertake a review of built
form and compatibility of the proposed
development to determine conformity to
all policies [in the] Official Plan.”
Appearing at last week’s meeting on
the developer’s behalf was John Beresford,
who outlined the changes, and highlighted
the need for this application to be approved
before the land could change hands.
“At the time, the stacked townhouses
could not comply with the maximum
height limit in the Official Plan and would
have required an official plan amendment,”
he said. “This is one of the things the
Committee members expressed concern.
It is now a completely new proposal of
three conventional townhouses. Three
lots are for sale and my client has made an
offer to purchase the three lots.”
Asked by Councillor Mrakas why, in
a stable neighbourhood, the developer
couldn’t just build three homes on the
three lots, the representative replied, “If he
gets approval to proceed with the rezoning
application, he will close on the sale, but
in today’s real estate market people want
what they can get for their properties and
that is virtually impossible with just three
[houses].”
Following the delegations, Council
members got down to business.

When you need legal
representation, let the
experienced lawyers at
Sorley & Still work for you.

Councillor Michael Thompson, for
instance, said that with the recent changes
at the provincial level phasing out the
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB), he was
satisfied with the application as Aurora will
have more agency to determine the final
planning outcome.
Although he agreed with the Councillor
to a certain extent, Councillor Mrakas said
he was still cautious as the final governance
details were yet to be finalized.
“I am against what is being proposed,”
he said. “I think it would set a precedent
within our stable neighbourhoods, so
without [that] finalised I will still be
opposed to it.”
Councillor John Abel, on the other
hand, was more on the fence. While
Metcalfe Street is outside the specific
stable neighbourhoods recently outlined in
Aurora’s approved Interim Control Bylaw,
he said he still had concerns over massing
on the property.
“If you’re taking away three houses
and massing 14 or 15 townhouses that
is a significant change,” he said. “I think
that is exactly what the moratorium was
speaking to. I am hesitant understanding
everything that is coming forward. On
the surface, I am all for applications
coming forward for intensification, but
I am also very respectful of the stable
neighbourhoods, especially in our
heritage area. I am not comfortable at
this time to be in favour of it.”
But, in Mayor Geoff Dawe’s view, all
these concerns can be addressed once
the formal application makes its way
through the system.
“All we’re doing is authorizing staff
to accept the application,” said Mayor
Dawe. “We’re not approving anything
else. It then goes through the public
planning process, which is where we
had these discussions where we invite
members of the community to come and
give us their thoughts, and that is where,
in my opinion, it is properly handled.”
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Strengthening property rights hits another snag at Council
By Brock Weir

Efforts to strengthen residential
property rights when it comes to bylaw
complaints once again hit a snag around
Town Hall, amid calls for a stronger
warrant system to address complaints.
Council, sitting at the Committee
level last week, considered a number
of changes to existing bylaw operations
proposed by Techa van Leeuwen,
Aurora’s Director of Corporate Services.
The review into the standard
operating guideline (SOG) used by
bylaw officers when entering – or
preparing to enter – onto private
property has been in the works for
nearly 11 months, spurred by a Council
motion to develop a notification process
to private property owners where rights
of entry will be exercised, along with a
list of options bylaw officers might take
if they are refused access by a property
owner, including the option of requiring
a warrant to ensure public health, safety
and the environment.
The proposals up for Council’s
review at General Committee included
further outlines of various risks that
might require immediate entry onto
a property, measures to evaluate and
manage “frivolous and vexatious”
complaints, and expanded protocols on
how complaints and entries are handled.
These suggestions hit a snag almost
immediately out of the gate, however,
when Councillor Tom Mrakas said the
measures did not go far enough.
He put a motion on the floor calling for
an amendment to the proposals which
would require a warrant be obtained by
a bylaw officer before entering onto any
premises.
“Fundamentally, I have issues with
us just walking onto someone else’s
property, especially for some frivolous
complaints as far as length of grass,
or maybe they smell something,” said
Councillor Mrakas. “I think we can
take the time to get a warrant and do

This inspired no comfort in Mayor make sure we have something in place,”
Dawe.
said Councillor Pirri. “If Councillors
“I am no fan of people coming onto around the table think that we need to
my property but at the same time I am strengthen this policy, maybe we take a
not a fan of people doing things to their little bit more time to do that but giving
property that could potentially affect away our ability to enforce our bylaws,
mine, such as flooding, or we have a requiring us to go and get a warrant
bylaw that we potentially now render from a provincial body, I don’t think is
unenforceable,” he said.
the right way to be doing this. If more
Councillor Jeff Thom also said it work is required to get it right, we should
was “extremely important” to respect be doing that.”
property rights, but he was hoping
Added
Councillor
Michael
last year’s motion would bring back a Thompson: “The purpose of this is to
framework that would include more balance the town’s right to enter and an
stringent framework as to how and individual’s right to privacy. I would still
when a bylaw officer could enter onto like us to follow down that path. For me,
a property.
the warrant is an extreme measure and
it properly. Just because [the Province]
“I understand this is an improvement I would like us to try and find a more
grants us those powers doesn’t mean on what is currently the process, but for stringent or detailed set of procedures
we should use them. Sometimes people me, it doesn’t go far enough,” he said. to deal with these situations and make
abuse the power and I think we need “I am between a rock and a hard place every attempt to find that balance before
to make sure our residents aren’t being and would probably err on the side of going this route.
abused, at the end of the day. I do see caution every single time. For me, if
“If we’re taking this amendment to
there is an improvement, but I just don’t it is between what we have now and a address those issues, I don’t personally
think it goes far enough.”
warrant I would always err on a warrant think that is the right step. Who better
While this amendment was seconded [but] I was hoping staff would come than us to address those issues? Rather
by Councillor Sandra Humfryes, it back with a happy medium.”
than abdicating that responsibility to
quickly became the focus of Mayor
Others, however, argued that while the Province, let’s work with the policy
Geoff Dawe who said while he is very the Province gives municipalities to address those issues. If that is really
much “in favour of property rights” he responsibility for bylaw enforcement, at the heart of it, I think we can find a
had concerns that it would limit how requiring officers to seek a warrant in solution that still maintains that balance
bylaw officers could react in urgent each and every case was, in their view, and addresses those issues without
situations.
abdicating responsibility back to the having to go to warrant.”
“There have been flood warnings Province.
With these questions still up in the air,
over the last couple of days and under
“I don’t know why we would give and a happy medium still being sought,
the watershed guidelines you are this to a third party where instead we the matter was deferred for further
not allowed to make any changes to can say let’s approve our own policies to consideration on March 20.
your property that would either effect
upstream or downstream,” he said. “If,
in this particular instance, someone
had made alterations to their property
which was causing serious flooding
either upstream or downstream, with
Councillor Mrakas’ amendment, would
we be able to react immediately or
would we have to go through the process
of getting a warrant?”
Richard Gong, Agent
You would indeed have to go through
the process of getting a warrant, said
Call us today.
Ms. van Leewen of her interpretation
of the motion.
(905) 727-6333 l 15342 Yonge St, Aurora l www.RichardGong.com
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March Break Family “Crafter-Noon”
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Jillian Jiggs

by Phoebe Gilman
Adapted by
Alexandra Lent,
TBD Theatre Co.
Play 2 pm
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Aurora United Church’s bicentennial in full swing
From page 1
Wednesday, February 21, marked
the 200th anniversary of William Tyler
exchanging an acre of his land at the
corner of Yonge and Tyler Streets for
the purposes of “a house of public
worship for the use of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in the Province of
Upper Canada.”
Within a month, a log cabin was on
site and the congregation known as
Aurora United Church was born.
Now through November, Aurora
United Church will mark this unique
milestone with a series of events
designed not only to celebrate its storied
history but showcase its future.
Celebrations are as varied as a Jesus
Christ Superstar Movie Sing-A-Long
next month to a reburial ceremony at
Aurora Cemetery of nearly 20 unknown
of the Aurora United Church’s (AUC)
earliest members whose graves were
uncovered during recent excavation
work on the original land.
This ceremony will be particularly
poignant as, in many ways, it closes one
chapter in the history of AUC, one that
was all but finished with the church’s
devastating April 2014 fire and opens
a new, as this forgotten parts of AUC’s
history were only found while laying the
groundwork for a brand new spiritual
home on-site.
“This church has been in flux
many times before,” says church
historian Helen Roberts, a member of
a committee tasked by AUC to steer
the bicentennial commemorations.
“2014 was not the first fire, nor the first
building we lost. Over 200 years, we
have gone through fires, depressions,
and wars but [my focus is] how we have
gone through all of these things and
come out the other side, continuing to
move forward.

Aurora United Church members Helen Roberts and Bob McRoberts display a book written to mark the church’s 150th
anniversary in 1968. In this, the 200th year, the church is republishing the volume with an extra 50 years of memories, triumphs, and indeed, tragedy,
to share. The duo are pictured outside the once and future home of the church at Yonge and Tyler Streets.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

“Right now we’re in a transition
period again, but we’re still working
ahead and will move forward.”
Since the fire, AUC has been renting
space from Trinity Anglican Church,
a stone’s throw from Yonge and Tyler.
This has made things tricky for the
bicentennial committee as nothing can
take place at their historic centre.
Some of the celebrations are taking
place at Trinity, some in the Church
Street School, and others at the Royal
Canadian Legion. The closest the
bicentennial celebration will get to the
actual Yonge and Tyler site is a display
being organized for the Aurora Street
Festival on Sunday, June 3.
“It would be wonderful if we had
a building and could celebrate a new
church as well as a 200 year old church
at the same time, but a new one will
come soon enough,” says life-long AUC

73 Industrial Pkwy. N., Aurora Unit 2B

Musical Theatre
for ages 6-13

March Break Camp
March 12-16

parishioner, and committee member,
Bob McRoberts.
“I have been a member of the
church all my life; I have been singing
in the church choir since I was 12,
so over 50 years. My wife and I were
married in the church, my parents
were regular attendees, my mom
sang in the choir and grew up in
the church, so there are a lot of
memories growing up in the church.”
Some of these memories could soon
be found in an ongoing project which
will be a key legacy project of the
bicentennial.
On the AUC’s 150 th anniversary
in 1968, a history of the church was
compiled. The book itself is a rare
commodity these days, but AUC is
planning on republishing the book,
along with a new section outlining
its momentous last half-century.
“We’ve started a program called
Telling Our Story,” says Ms. Roberts
on collecting 50 years’ worth of new
stories and anecdotes which will
stand the test of time until their
250 th anniversary is celebrated in
their new digs. “I am familiar with
some of the [stories and stories
of initiatives] that have come in,
but I am really quite amazed by
how much work has gone into this.
When we get them printed, I think

people are going to be amazed at
how much has gone on over those
50 years, so we’re looking forward
to doing that. Hopefully the book
launch will go hand in hand with the
exhibition that will run until the end
of September.”
When asked why the community
as a whole should sit up and take
notice of this milestone anniversary,
both agree that its significance goes
well beyond the faithful, whether
residents have been most impacted
by their worship, service programs
that found a safe haven at AUC, or
are one of the countless numbers
of Aurora kids who have come up
through the 3 rd Aurora Scouts over
the last 60 years.
“After the church fire, my next
door neighbour came to my door in
tears saying she was so sorry for my
church,” says Ms. Roberts. “I had
never seen her at the church, but
she said she got married there and
it meant a lot to her that the church
had burned down. [Another woman
said] when she was a kid she used to
visit her grandparents in Aurora by
taking the bus up Yonge Street.
“When she saw the church’s spire,
that’s where she knew to get off the
bus. That meant something to her
too – it was a landmark.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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REGISTER TODAY
For more info/to register visit our website
www.marqueetp.com or call 905-713-1040

From page 4
believe how you respond to this issue
will demonstrate clearly to voters how
well you understand this situation, and
which side of the fence you sit on. Are
you working for the best interests of
Aurora residents? Or the best interests
of developers.
If you cannot come to the February
28 public meeting on the matter,
you may provide written and verbal
comments – by email, and social media.

Make sure our Councilors know how
you feel. Because this is an election year,
you need to know your concerns will be
heard and taken seriously.
Your voice counts. Let’s all work
together to make sure our stable older
neighbourhoods are protected, and
continue to be the nurturing, safe,
friendly communities we know and love.
Janet Matthews
Aurora
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TA’s Next Fall: A review

Page 11

Now Available
at

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

convincing as a man facing many
challenges in his life, many of his own
Theatre Aurora takes another look at making. His excellent use of facial
relationships with its latest play, “Next expressions and body language really
Fall.”
helps the audience to see more deeply
The story by Geoffrey Nauffts into his character.
revolves around Adam and Luke, a
Theatre Aurora veteran Joey
gay couple in a committed multi-year Ferguson brings youthful enthusiasm
relationship.
and great energy to Adam’s partner,
Despite their obvious love for each Luke.
other, they have experienced some
Chandra Pepper as best friend Holly
challenges in their time together, ably and believably switches between
many of which Adam has fixated over. scenes that are serious and ones that are
These include such things as their age more light-hearted.
difference, their jobs, the fact that Luke
Andrew Pawarroo as Brandon,
has not come out to his family, and keeps you guessing as this character’s
perhaps most important, their differing relationship to both Adam and Luke is
opinions on religion, with Luke having slowly revealed as the play progresses.
strong beliefs and Adam being an
As Luke’s equally religious parents,
atheist.
Arlene and Butch, Lynn Oldershaw and
When a crisis occurs that brings
Brian Fukuzawa bring reality and
family and friends together, the history empathy to their characters in both
of these differences and how they have their “present” and flashback scenes.
been overcome, or at least managed, is
This is a very entertaining and wellexplored both via the interaction of the acted play. As with many produced
people who have come together, and by our local theatre, it will keep you
through a series of flashbacks of key thinking well after the final curtain.
events in their lives.
Evening performances of “Next
Although there is a serious undertone Fall” continue at Theatre Aurora, 150
throughout the play, the script contains Henderson Drive, March 1, 2, 3, 8,
a fair amount of humour and is very 9, and 10, with a matinee March 4.
thoughtfully written.
Tickets are available through the box
The terrific story is supported by an office at 905-727-3669.
equally great cast.
For more on Next Fall and director Melanie
As Adam, Darren Fletcher is utterly Hargan, please see page 19,
By Scott Johnston
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Parents, students say you can’t put a price on health
From page 1

get a Big Mac? In school, we’re taught
to do the right thing above all else and
take on leadership roles and set a good
example to others, which is why I am
here today. We’re asking you to take a
leadership role and do the right thing.”
The right thing, according to the
residents who gathered at Town Hall, is
to put “real food first” at all community
recreation centres and arenas.
The group of concerned parents
– spearheaded by five local moms –
collected over 700 signatures of support
from local citizens who say it is time to do
away with “a junk food first” approach
to concessions.
Their efforts led to Council laying
the ground work for a new contract
with potential concessions vendors that
will require them to provide at least 55
per cent healthy food options at both
the concession counters and in vending
machines.
“The Town’s vision talks about
being leaders and seeking innovative
approaches and effective solutions,” said
local mom Tracy Smith. “I truly hope
we can put that vision into practice this
evening.”
Ms. Smith said the initially
recommended 25 per cent requirement
was a step in the right direction, but
it didn’t jive with the Town’s goals to
promote healthy living and make Aurora
From left: Kasie Savage, Tracy Smith, Spence Savage, Allison Boyd, Andrea Webb,
and Elise Volpe.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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the “most active community” in Canada.
The current state of snack bar affairs,
she said, consistently virtually all candy,
chocolate bars, sugary drinks and
otherwise processed foods, all located
next to recreation centres where “families
and children go to enhance their health
and vitality.
“The statistics right now on obesity
in Canada are staggering,” said Ms.
Smith. “I think we need to do better
than what was suggested in this report.
I know we can do better. Regardless
of the fear of trying something new or
losing money, I think we all know that
making these changes and shifting our
focus is the right thing to do – for our
families, for our children, our athletes,
our grandkids, and ourselves. We all
need real, nutrient-rich food to thrive,
participate and fuel our bodies. We’re
here tonight to help shape and create
that vision with you and address some
of the hesitations you may have and
offer viable solutions, so together
we can partner on transforming our
current junk bars into a new type of
snack bars.”
Part of their solution was boosting
that initial recommendation of 25 per
cent healthy content to 55 per cent,
along with removing at least half of
the currently offered “treat food” and
an effective communication strategy to
get word out to residents.
Survey details were presented
to Council in a staff report which
indicated 81.5 per cent of residents
thought it was important to have
healthy food options, while 79 per cent
were willing to put their money where
their mouth is and buy healthy food
items from concession stands in the
future.
Yet, a recent pilot project to highlight
a handful of healthy menu items was
less than successful.
Concerned that Council members
might not see healthy food items as a
viable financial option, the parents said

Since 1967
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Summer Sports Camp &
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previously floated food items were not
easily visible, had limited availability
depending on which recreation centre
you went to, and, when they were
there, were not presented in the most
appetizing manner.
Other delegates spoke to the
financial aspect, including Elise Volpe,
who said they have reached out to
marketing groups in Aurora who have
offered to help at no charge.
“We recognize some of you will have
concerns related to the viability of this
change,” said Ms. Volpe. “We have
heard that healthy food won’t sell, the
Town won’t receive responses to the
RFP and that other communities have
not been successful. We feel strongly
healthy foods will sell. Examples
include Freshii, which has opened 370
stores since 2005 and will have almost
800 by 2019. From our research, we
understand the keys to success are
proper display of the food. Subsidizing
healthy food by increased cost to junk
food is a strategy that could help and
is worth exploring. We must stick with
the change, even if there is short-term
push-back because it is the right thing
to do.”
This was a sentiment shared by
Spencer, who told Council, “If you can
spend $72,000 on the dog park so that
dogs can run freely and enjoy fitness
and recreation, why can’t you consider
the importance of people’s health,
too? I hope you do the right thing and
choose people over profits.”
Yet, this was the sentiment later
expressed by Council.
“I don’t know how you can put a
price on the health of our kids and
our residents,” said Councillor Tom
Mrakas. “I would prefer to see it go to
100 per cent, but I think 55 is a great
start.”
Agreed Councillor John Abel: “We
shouldn’t be looking to make a small
profit at the expense of our children. It
should be the other way around.”

www.tholiver.com
*$10.00 taken off final invoice. One coupon per appliance. Offer can be applied to Furnace, Fireplace
or Duct Cleaning. No cash value. Offers cannot be combined. Oliver reserves the right to limit promo.
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Expires March 31, 2018
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Council eyes 55% target for “real food”
at concession stands
By Brock Weir

Aurora has upped the ante on getting
healthy foods in the hands of young
athletes and residents as a whole.
Following passionate appeals from
local parents and kids, Council is
poised to set the ball rolling next month
transforming concession stands and
vending machines in municipal facilities
into hubs of healthy “real food” options.
If approved this week, Aurora
will resume discussion on March 20
on sending out a request for bids on
potential vendors looking to provide
food and beverage options at local
recreation centres on the stipulation
they provide at least 55 per cent healthy
food selections.
Going into last week’s Council meeting,
Council faced a recommendation that
the new contract, which will replace
the current contract with Global Brand
Food Service, set to expire on April
30, included a minimum 25 per cent
of low-sugar and sugar-free products
in cold beverage vending machines, a
minimum of 20 per cent healthy snack
foods in vending machines, 25% lowsugar and sugar free beverage options
at concessions and at least five healthy
food options on the counter.
But, for many Council members,
these minimums didn’t go far enough.
“There is a tremendous amount
of merit in what the delegates have
spoken to, but it is our responsibility to
do our part,” said Councillor Michael
Thompson, speaking in favour of a
motion put on the floor by Mayor Geoff
Dawe to up these minimums to 55 per
cent. “I’ve sat on the Mayor’s Task Force
for physical activity and taken positions
and participated in Healthy Kids
Challenges, Activate Aurora, promoting
the sense that we want Aurora to be the
fittest community in Canada, so we take
these principled stands. It falls upon us
to take a leadership role.”
Previous efforts to move in this
direction, however, have proven less
than successful.
Aurora, in conjunction with the
Healthy Kids Community Challenge,
launched a pilot project last year dubbed
the Healthy Boost menu program,
which offered a limited selection of
healthy options, such as smoothies
and fresh fruit, at the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex and Stronach Aurora
Recreation Centre concession stands.
According to the report before Council
by John Firman, Aurora’s Manager of
Business Support, only “one or two”

of these items were purchased beyond
promotional coupons issued by the
Town.
This factor gave some Council
members pause in forging full speed
ahead towards the 55 per cent target,
asking for more information to come
forward before a final decision was
made.
“I am certainly very keen to see how
we can move forward with this and get
some different results, because certainly
the results with the last one didn’t speak
favourably to looking at that,” said
Mayor Dawe.
For others, concern was less about
past successes – or lack thereof – and
more about how to process the ample
information supplied by advocates at
the start of the meeting.
“There are too many moving parts
and new information,” said Councillor
Harold Kim. “Frankly, this report
was written weeks ago and most of
the information that was brought
forward to us by these various groups
and stakeholders were provided within
the last 10 days. I am not prepared to
choose any option, nevermind the main
motion or [the 55 per cent] motion.
“What I would prefer is to have
staff go back armed with this new
information and come back with more
fulsome options we can actually vote
on, and not just have a minimum or
maximum.”
Taking time to process the information
was a view shared by Councillor Jeff
Thom, along with Councillor John
Abel who said the matter seemed to be
“rushed.”
“[The outgoing vending contract]
was a 10 year term and now we have
been told we have to make a decision
tonight,” said Councillor Abel. “We
didn’t have the opportunity to take in
all the excellent work. There was so
much that was stated today that I don’t
think we can make good Terms of
Reference to get a proper RFP (Request
For Proposal) back from [potential
vendors].
“If we’re going to provide leadership,
vision and insight in what our
community is engaging and telling us, it
is important for us to bring this forward
at the time of the RFP, that this is what
we want, this is where the successes are
in other places, and not because we’re
rushed.”
Councillor Thompson, on the other
hand, had a different viewpoint. It is
important to get the ball rolling on the
RFP now, he said, and the finer points
can be developed at that time.

“It is our job to set policy and this
amendment speaks to the policy that
we’re saying healthy food is more
important that what is currently
provided,” he said. “We can ask staff
on the implementation of it, we can
ask staff to look at the merits of the
presentation that was presented to us,
and incorporate some of those different
components, subsidies and so forth
through the development while the
RFP is out there.”
Added Councillor Mrakas: “We are
just putting out an RFP and we were
asked by residents to increase their
choices from 20 per cent or five items
to 55 per cent overall and that is just a
simple RFP. We can get that information
when the RFP comes back and [then
we can decide] where to go from here.”
In the meantime, Lisa Warth, Acting
Director of Parks and Recreation, said
the department will be working with a
nutritionist from the Regional Health
Department on low fat, low salt, low
sugar and high fibre options, and they
are ready to vet any additional products
prospective vendors might suggest when
the RFPs roll in.
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FAMILY LAW
LAWYER

Patrick M. Gaﬀney

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• Accepts Legal Aid

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve
parenting, support, and property issues
arising from separating families. A practitioner
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled,
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.
16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket

PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0093
e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

You want
to beRemembered?

How do

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell.
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fitting
reflection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional
and financial stress from your family, and guarantee
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options.

THOMPSON
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora

905-727-5421

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

BEST RATE MORTGAGES
• New Home Purchase
1st Mortgage
• Self Employed
Rates
• Bankrupt/Consumer Proposal
from
• Line of Credit/Home Equity
2.24%
• Renovation Loans
(OAC)
• 1st, 2nd & 3rd Mortgages
• Consolidate Debts
• Bad Credit (Consumer Proposal/Bankrupt OK)

Broker License: 10266
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3-5 Days
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g
n
i
r
p
S SPECIAL
on a LARGE SELECTION of:
on a LARGE SELECTION of:

FLOOR & WALL TILE
We also carry all installation material including
Sealer, Cleaner, H.G. Product, Wood Pecker and more...
AUROMA TILE DECOR LTD.
1-110 Connaught Avenue - Aurora

1987

905-773-TILE (8453)
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SHOWROOM

Member of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce ~ 30 years!
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LIGHTING IDEAS
AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

The Caroline Baile Team held
a client appreciation night last
week at Niche Décor – and it
was all for a good cause. At
the event, the team presented a cheque for $1,200 to the
Royal LePage Shelter Foundation, which will support local
women’s shelters and violence
prevention programs. Pictured
above, from left to right, are
Eric Skillins, Natalie Svadjian,
Amanda Bernardi, Erica Cho,
Maryam Atri, Lorraine MacDonald, Michele Locke, Kerri Fillier and Caroline Baile.
Right: The Niche Décor team.

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!
HOURS

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 | Sun 12 - 4
All major credit cards accepted

15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

HOURS

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6

Sat 10-5,
Sun 12 - 4 of styles to choose
with
1000’s
HOURS

ALL MAJOR
Mon
- FriCREDIT
- 10 - 6
CARDS ACCEPTED
Sat 10 - 5 | Sun 12 - 4

Lampshades
& we can
from!
arrange
for installation

thousands of styles to choose from!

All major credit cards accepted

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

...with
(905) 727-7347

15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca
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Tigers draw Golden Hawks in OJHL first round
A final record of 36-12-1-5 earned
the Tigers an “honourable mention”
in the CJHL’s end-of-season top twenty
rankings list, behind only the Toronto
Patriots (8th) and North York Rangers
(18th) as those hailing from the OJHL.
Despite the difference in numbers,
the Aurora-Trenton matchup should
prove to be a tenacious one: three of
the four games between the teams this
season went to overtime, with Trenton
taking the season series two games
to one, adding another 0 – 0 double
overtime tie.
Yet to be approved by the OJHL, the
official playoff schedule will be released
later this week, with action set to begin
by the weekend.
For stats, schedules, and more
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.
Aurora’s Matthew Ferrari carries the puck up ice in the Tigers’ 4 -0 win over the Pickering Panthers at the Aurora Community
Centre on Friday.
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

By Jake Courtepatte

If the Aurora Tigers are to go deep
in this year’s postseason, they will have
to first go through the most experienced
team in recent Ontario Junior Hockey
League history.
The Junior A season wrapped up
over the weekend with a win and an
overtime loss for the Tigers, a pair of
meaningless games for the NorthEast
Conference champs who clinched the
title the week prior.
The Golden Hawks, meanwhile,
were looking for a better draw in their
final weekend, yet losses in four of their
final five earned them a date with the
red-hot Tigers.

Trying to catch the seventh-place
Pickering Panthers in the standings, it
was the Panthers that entered the Tigers’
den on Friday in what could have been
a potential first round matchup, turning
vicious in the third period.
A 3 - 0 Aurora lead heading into
the final frame quickly became onesided, with Anthony Romano scoring
just seven seconds into the third, before
both benches blew up with pre-playoff
tension.
Ten misconducts were handed out
over a pair of scuffles, including Aurora’s
Luca Esposito, James Thomson,
Zach Wilkie, Matthew Ferrari, and
Christopher Giroday.
To the relief of the Tigers brass,
the only additional punishment was

a one-game suspension to Ferrari for
removing his helmet, who sat the final
game of the season on Saturday hosting
the Lindsay Muskies.
With the Tigers clinched and the
Muskies eliminated from playoff
contention, it was a much more timid
affair in what ended as a 3 – 2 Muskies
overtime win.
Bricknell notched a powerplay goal
early in the third period to tie the game
at one before Romano gave Aurora the
lead just a few minutes later, though a
late goal from Lindsay sent it to extra
time.
Jack Irvine was beat just over two
minutes into the overtime, just his
fourth loss in his last six games backing
up starter Bradley Van Schubert.

Ex-Tiger Kelly signs with Anaheim Ducks

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

(excludes BEHR ProX)
®

(excludes BEHR® ProX)
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BUY 1 CAN (3.78L)
of select CIL®
INTERIOR PAINT
AND RECEIVE

BUY 1 PAIL (18.9L) of select
BEHR® INTERIOR PAINT

BUY 1 CAN (3.78L) of select
BEHR® INTERIOR PAINT

AND RECEIVE

BUY 1 PAIL (18.9L)
of select CIL®
INTERIOR PAINT
AND RECEIVE

10 40 7 25

AND RECEIVE

Ex-Aurora Tiger Chris Kelly has earned a contract with the Anaheim Ducks after a
bronze medal-winning performance at the 2018 Winter Olympics.

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

THIS WEEK ONLY Thursday, March 1 to Wednesday, March 7, 2018

homedepot.ca/updateandsave

Olympic medalist, Spengler Cup
winner, and NHL athlete.
It has been a whirlwind 2018 for hockey
player Chris Kelly, who seemed destined

to hang up his skates for good at the end
of the last NHL season.
Yet now, with two medals around his
neck, the 37-year-old is getting another

update&save

By Jake Courtepatte
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& Water Pumps
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EXCLUSIVE BEHR®
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• 3.79L (1000402548)

OR

$

‡

by ONLINE or mail-in rebate

by ONLINE or mail-in rebate

$

‡

Zero VOC

53

$

97

Superior
durability
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$
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$
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coverage

CIL® DUO® Premium Interior
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Colour Match Guarantee. We’ll match anything you bring us.
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‡‡Customer samples must be solid in colour and larger than 3cm. If you are not satisfied with your interior or exterior liquid paint Colour Match from a The Home Depot Canada store, return the unused
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PROJECT
CHALK PAINT
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$

WAS $44.97 SAVE $5

RUST-OLEUM® Chalked Paint Starter
Kit • Includes chalk paint, glaze,
top coat and specialty brush (1001049747)

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500
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Ex-Tiger Kelly signs with Ducks
From page 15
chance with the Anaheim Ducks.
Kelly, who captained Canada to a
bronze medal performance in the 2018
Pyeongchang Olympics, said in a media

DI CECCO LAW
Alessandro Di Cecco

EXPERIENCE
COMPETENCE
EFFICIENCY
At Your Service

Corporate, Business,
Real Estate, Mortgages,
Leases, Wills, Estates,
Powers of Attorney

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

scrum he was “blown away” by what has
come his way this calendar year.
“It’s great to know that I still have it in
me to compete with the best, and that I
can be recognized for it as well,” said Kelly.
“This whole experience has been really
amazing, and motivating, and I’m looking
forward to getting back to the NHL.”
A native of Bowmanville, ON, Kelly
made his junior hockey debut with the
junior A Aurora Tigers in 1996, helping
the team to their second-ever league title
with 34 points in 49 games.
After captaining the OHL’s London
Knights, a seven-year stint with the NHL’s
Ottawa Senators ended when he was
dealt to the Boston Bruins in 2011, where
he spent six more seasons before retiring
from the NHL.
It was his spectacular play with Team
Canada at the Spengler Cup in January,
where he helped the team to their third
straight gold medal winning performance,
where he once again sparked interest from
the professional hockey world.
With more than 800 NHL games under
his belt, the most experienced player in the
room was handed the ‘C’ heading into the
Olympic Games, where he notched two
goals and one assist in six games played.
Earning interest from a number of
NHL teams, it was the Ducks that landed
the Canadian captain with a one-year
deal, a contract of just over one-million
dollars signed on Sunday.
The Aurora Tigers tweeted out their
congratulations to Kelly, adding “The
Town of Aurora will be cheering for you.”

Tigers forwards sign
with UOIT Ridgebacks

UOIT Ridgebacks head coach Curtis Hodgins and Aurora Tigers GM Dermot
Anderson flank Tigers forwards Austin Eastman and Jake Bricknell on their
signing day on Monday.
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

By Jake Courtepatte

Two major components of the
Aurora Tigers success have found
their new home for next season.
Both captain Jake Bricknell and
fellow forward Austin Eastman signed
on Monday with the University of
Ontario Institute of Technology,
committing to skate for the Ridgebacks
in the 2018-19 season.
“Both these guys can play,” said
Ridgebacks head coach Curtis
Hodgins. “Jake has the coveted righthand shot that we’re still looking for
here to help our offence and be able to
help our power play. Austin has terrific
skill and can flat out fly. I think both
are going to be very good U SPORTS
players and great Ridgebacks for us.”
Bricknell, who began the highlysuccessful 2017-18 season wearing
the ‘C’ for the Tigers, came to Aurora
after a league championship with the
Cobourg Cougars the previous year.
Only one point shy of 100 to end
the regular season, his leadership has
helped the Tigers to a conference-best
record.
According to Bricknell, his 35 goals,
which were good for second-best in
the entire OJHL, came thanks to the

Facebook: 416FoneFix Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169
emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

commitment of the Tigers staff.
“They provided me with the right
tools and opportunities that I’ve been
seeking in my junior career to further
my game that I’ve known I’ve always
had in me.”
Eastman, a native of Lindsay, ON,
said the location of the school was a
strong component of his signing.
“Landing in UOIT was big for me
because it stays closer to home, which
makes things easier,” said Eastman,
who also said he was impressed upon
touring the campus.
“While I was there, it just gave me
a home-like feel, and being that it’s a
smaller school everybody knows who
is who, and it has a lot to offer when it
comes to academic help to make my
time more proactive.”
Eastman joined the team midway
through the 2017-18 season, having
spent time with the major junior
Quebec Remparts of the QMJHL.
Since his debut as a Tiger, his 0.59
points-per-game trails only fellow
forward Joseph Mizzi, accumulating
44 points in just 26 games.
The pair join fellow Tigers alumnus
Kyle Locke, having skated for Aurora
from 2014-16, who will be entering
his junior year as a Ridgeback next
season.

We handle any
type of repair,
including
water damage,
on all brands of
phones.
We noW CaRRy aLL
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

WHooSH!® screen cleaner.
Certified Safe. non toxic
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Walking a mile in their shoes: 360Kids helps
students understand youth homelessness
giving can come in many forms.”
By Brock Weir
When Milad M. saw homeless youth,
he says he too felt a sense of sadness and
“It must be really bad, but what can I the helplessness of not being able to lend
do about it?”
a hand.
This was the thought that went through
“This experience really opened up a
Maryam M’s mind whenever she saw a new world of possibilities to help people
homeless person.
and gave me a different perspective on
The Grade 6 student simply thought homelessness,” he says. “When I was
there was nothing in her power to make doing the experience we had to create a
a difference, even a loonie wouldn’t have shelter with two things: cardboard boxes
much of an impact.
and a tarp. Some of us didn’t have a tarp
“I always thought in order for there at all. We only had one cardboard box
to be big change, there has to be a big per person and we could team up with
committee towards that topic,” she says. “I others and this challenge was extremely
never thought I could do anything about challenging. Boxes kept falling because of
homeless or homeless youth, and I would wind and the tarps were flying through
walk away like most people do. Boy, was I the air. Most of us were in teams, so we
wrong to think that.”
all thought, imagine doing this alone
Maryam, and her fellow grade six almost every day fixing a little shelter,
students at TMS Schools, had an eye uncomfortable as it was, and calling it
opening experience on the Family Day home.
weekend, walking in the shoes of homeless
“There was also the cold wind chilling
youth, in association with the 360 Kids us up even though we had jackets, snow
Youth Shelter.
pants, gloves, hats, and scarves trying to
Over the past few months, students in warm us up. We imagined having old
Grades 4 through Six have been immersed clothes unwashed and used, and knowing
in workshops with 360 Kids representatives what I would really need if I find myself
learning about the needs of youth who homeless helps me know what they need.”
use their services and resources, as well as
The experience was not only an eye
exploring the issues of affordable housing, opener on the struggles homeless go
precarious employment and mental through each and every day just to make
health.
it through the night, but it was also an eye
The kids put this knowledge into action opener that these struggles are being faced
by participating in their first 360 Kids by homeless youth not that much older
sleepover, which was designed to give than themselves.
youth the opportunity to experience the
“When I saw that so many kids were
challenges and choices facing youth who homeless, I was very surprised,” says Kurtis
aren’t as fortunate.
Ng. “I knew that there were homeless
The overnight experience was hoped people in York Region but I didn’t know
to not only raise money for 360 Kids, that some of them were kids.”
but foster an empathy while simulating a
Adds Milad: “You don’t see the people
typical night for a homeless youth.
as they are usually portrayed. Homeless
“Our students have been inspired people look just like all of us in the way
to become engaged citizens and, in the that they aren’t really dirty, their clothes
meantime, contribute to this supportive aren’t always ripped or torn and they do
organization in various ways,” said teacher have an education in public schools. All
Rachel Marks. “They are learning that of the details I mentioned were once what

I thought of homeless people and since I
didn’t see any of that I thought that there
probably weren’t any homeless people.
This is called invisible homelessness and it
happens everywhere even when we can’t
see it.”
But, this didn’t surprise Maryam. It is
an issue many choose to ignore, she says,
because people have that “unfortunate”
mindset that there is nothing they can do
to help.
“I think anyone can do anything to help:
you could donate, you could go buy homes

for them, buy furniture, take them in with
your family. There are many things we can
do to help as individuals and as a group,”
she says. “After this experience however I
saw how caring 360 was, and how they took
the time to come teach us how it felt and
how we could make a change. After seeing
this, I was very happy 360 kids supported
these kinds of people. From now on, when
I want to help, I would donate lots of
money to homelessyouth organizations,
and if I ever saw a homeless youth, I know
where to call: 360 Kids.”

Photo courtesy of Ann Harvey/TMS

sales@promotionalmarketing.ca
905.841.0916

Looking for

the Luck O the Irish?
Join us at Oak Ridges Retirement
over 2 days of St. Patrick’s Day celebrations
and where our senior vibrant living has
a little luck of the Irish.
March 16th

March 15th
“The Luck O’ The Irish presentation”

Join us for an Irish Pub Social

A Journey into the History
of the People and Land of Ireland
by Lianne Harris at 3:00 pm
in the Theatre at Oak Ridges
Retirement Community.

Green Beer, Wine & Treats with
The West-Enders piano entertainment
at 2:30 pm in the
Sunset Pub at Oak Ridges
Retirement Community.

Please RSVP to Leanne or Catherine at

(905) 773-4220
May your day be touched the luck of the Irish,
brightened by a song in your heart and warmed by the smiles
of the people who love you.
King Rd.

N
Bond Cres.

Yonge St.

12925 Yonge St. Richmond Hill
Info@OakRidgesRetirement.com
OakRidgesRetirement.com
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.
Lake Ave.
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Aurora Winter Blues Festival

Aurora melted the winter blues over the weekend with the seventh annual Aurora Winter Blues Festival. Hosted at St. Andrew’s College, the two-night event featured an impressive
roster of talent, along with music workshops and pop-up performances to get everyone in the spirit of the occasion. Top Row: On Friday Night, The Journeymen Blues Show took
over the Ketchum Auditorium, featuring Juno Award-winner Steve Strongman along with Jack De Keyzer and Michael Schatte. Second Row, Right: Performers in the Journeymen
show take a bow. Second Row, Left: Saturday night’s event in the Wirth Theatre was opened by The Dan McKinnon Band. (Third Row) Mad Dogs & Englishmen – a salute to the music
of Joe Cocker and Leon Russell – closed out the Festival. 											
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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April 7, 2018
HOGAN’S RESTAURANT • THE HUNT PUB
12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • 905.833.5311
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Director brings timely issues to Theatre Aurora
with Next Fall
By Brock Weir

In bringing a play to life, Melanie
Hargan set out to let the characters do
the talking – and, as the curtain rises
on Theatre Aurora’s production of
next fall, the director will be measuring
success by the conversations that take
place among the audience members as
they go back home.
Next Fall, written by Geoffrey
Nauffts, is the story of Luke and Adam,
a couple in a committed five year
relationship. While Luke believes in
God, Adam believes in everything else,
and an accident serves as a catalyst for
questions about commitment, love and
faitxh, themes all explored with equal
dashes of humour and honesty.
“Luke has not come out to his family
yet, so it really transcends what is going
on in the world and how hard it is for
gays and lesbians to come out,” says Ms.
Hargan. “It is a lot easier now, but when
this play was written 10 or 15 years ago,
it resonated with a lot of people. I have
a lot of gay and lesbian friends and I
saw their struggle growing up so, when

I read this play, I knew I just had to do
it and tell their story.”
Her vision for the story was a simple
one – a clean stage, with just walls and
a couch. There is nothing to get in
the way of the characters telling their
stories, and that is very much by design.
So, the main story tellers here are
Luke, played by Joey Ferguson, and
Darren Fletcher as Adam.
The duo, Hargan says, came into the
audition not knowing each other but
auditioned together.
“I was looking for specific people
who were comfortable with each other,”
she says. “They had to have chemistry;
it is terrible when a romantic couple on
stage has no chemistry. As soon as they
got up and did a scene, that was it. They
were Luke and Adam.”
In addition to those questions about
commitment, love and faith, Next Fall
delves deep into the family dynamic,
particularly in the form of Luke’s
relationship with his strict father. Luke
is afraid to tell his father he’s gay out of
fear he would never see his little brother
again. His father drilled into him that
Luke was gay he would be cast out of

Briefly
Applications now open for Give Back student bursary
If you are a student getting ready to graduate from a school in Aurora, King, Newmarket, or
Georgina and think you have made a positive contribution to your community, Neighbourhood
Network and Magna want to hear from you.
Applications are now being accepted for the 2018 Give Back Awards.
A $1,000 cash prize donated by Magna International, the Give Back Awards are presented each
year to 20 students from area high schools who have demonstrated an outstanding dedication to
community involvement.
To qualify, you must be a student who has shown “significant initiative and generosity” to your
“community and fellow students”, and must be able to attend the Give Back Awards reception at
Magna International’s Aurora head office on the evening of Thursday, April 19.
All nominations must include a letter of endorsement by a sponsor, a non-family-member, who
“must be able to speak to the applicant’s community involvement and initiatives.”
Applications will be accepted by Neighbourhood Network through Thursday, March 29, at 4 p.m.
They can be submitted by email (erin.cerenzia@magna.com), mail (Neighbourhood Network, c/o
Erin Cerenzia, 14988 Yonge Street, Aurora, ON L4G 1M6), fax (905-727-9779), or online at www.
nnetwork.org/GiveBackAwards.
You can also sponsor a volunteer who gives their time to your organization as well. If you can
identify a student who will be graduating in this school gives a lot back to the world around them,
consider putting their name forward for a Give Back Award.

the family.
“If someone comes out of this play
and has a conversation with their loved
ones, if parents go home and have a
conversation with their kids and talk
about their sexuality and to know that
those kids can come out to them if they
need to, then this will be a success,”
says Hargan. “Even if they are straight,
talk to them about their relationships
and be there for them. I want parents,
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grandparents and friends just to come
out and say, ‘You know what? I am
going to be there for my loved ones.”
Next Fall opens at Theatre Aurora
this Thursday, March 1, and runs
on select dates and times through
Saturday, March 10. For more
information, including tickets, visit
www.theatreaurora.ca or call 905-7273669.
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Shopping Services

25 yrs. experience

H a m n e t t I n t eri o r s.c a

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

Mood Boards

H a m n e t t I n t e r i o r s.c a
Seasonal Decoration
Staging

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING
‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’
‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

Zonta

‘Meticulous’

CONTRACTOR

J.N.H. CONTRACTING

BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide.

Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

SUNSET BEECH
‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Landscaping
& Renovating
hardwood
•• laminate
•• stairs
granite
hardwood
laminate ••• carpet
carpet
stairs •••granite
granite
hardwood
• laminate
carpet • stairs
porcelain
•
tiles
•
washrooms
•
kitchens
porcelain
•
tiles
•
washrooms
•
kitchens
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens

TREE

Lisa Cleary

Certified Interior Decorator

289 338 4696 | LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

FencingH a m n e t t I n t e r i o r s . c a
Decking
Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens
Pruning • Removals

CARE

(647) 668 4949

zlr.ca

Consulting • Bracing • EAB
647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA

905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271
Call today for your FREE quote!
rhinorestorations@gmail.com

CREMATION
10% OFF

DALTON’S PAINTING
• Interior & Exterior Painting
FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811
PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES
• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE • DELIVERY

866-952-0146

CARLINg PROPANE INC.

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

• Concrete Work • Waterproofing
• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
ESTIMATES

REAL ESTATE
• interlock/pavers
• decks/fences
• retaining walls
• natural stone
• flagstone
• bobcat services

:
Alex Mallia Sales Representative, Re/Max Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage.

SPA

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

KARATE

goods and services
if you bring in this ad

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON (No Frills & Staples Plaza)

SKYLIGHTS

DECKS

DECKS
by
The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail
{wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

See the difference 32
35 years of experience makes

DENTURE CLINIC

HR

Denture
Clinic

Book Your

FREE

CONSULTATION
Seniors Discount
Today

905•841•6000

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Proudly serving York Region

• Full & Partial Dentures
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning
While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums
• All Insurance Plans Accepted

Call Joe at any time 416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185
CALL TODAY

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!

aurora@northernkarate.com
905-726-8886
aurora@northernkarate.com

MOVING

• Heated Units
• Packaging & Storage
Supplies (Buy or Rent)
• 24 Hr Monitored Security
• Video Surveillance
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage

Personalized
Cosmetic
Dentures

NO DENTIST
REFERRAL NEEDED
OPEN
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL DENTURE SERVICES IN AURORA

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406

www.acmovingstorage.ca

INC.

www.brightskylights.ca

WATER

• FREE WATER TEST

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

Call Today

905-751-0845

reverse osmosis water.

THINGS

X

FEBRUARY 3 – MARCH 3
The Mayor’s Celebration of Youth Arts runs
at the Aurora Cultural Centre. This month long
gallery exhibition celebrates the talent of Grade
12 students from all of Aurora’s high schools.
February 7: A Visual Arts Night/Artists Reception
at 7 p.m. February 9: Performance Arts Night from
7 p.m. featuring music, drama and spoken word.
MARCH 1 – MARCH 10
Theatre Aurora is excited to bring to their stage
“Next Fall” by Geoffrey Nauffts. Luke believes
in God. Adam believes in everything else. Next
Fall portrays the ups and downs of this unlikely
couple’s five-year relationship with sharp humor
and unflinching honesty. And when an accident
changes everything, Adam must turn to Luke’s
family and friends for support…and answers.
For tickets and further information, visit www.
theatreaurora.com or call 905-727-3669.
THURSDAY, MARCH 1
The Bond Lake Public School Concert Band
invites you for two evenings of fun, food, and
fundraising at Boston Pizza Aurora on Thursday,
March 1 and Thursday, March 22 between 5:30
p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Come out and support the
Band in their quest to o attend the 2018 MusicFest
Canada Nationals in Toronto this May! “Last year,
our band achieved Gold Plus status at the York
Region Music Alive Festival which also earned
us an official invitation to perform at the 46th
annual MusicFest Canada festival. This national
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YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

competition takes place at the University of
Toronto in May, and it features bands from all over
the country.”
SATURDAY, MARCH 3
Nature Aurora invites you to come out to
their annual Open House today at the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre. Come out and learn more about
the “Citizen Scientist” work Nature Aurora does
around the community. Students are also welcome
and volunteer hours can be accredited. www.
natureaurora.ca.
MONDAY, MARCH 8
The Aurora Film Circuit presents the British
drama, God’s Own Country, tonight at Cineplex
Aurora from 7 – 9 p.m. Tickets can be purchased
at the Aurora Public Library for $10 For complete
details please visit aurorafilmcircuit.ca.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7
The Aurora Community Café is open today
– and each Wednesday – from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, located at
the corner of Victoria and Mosley (Entrance off
Victoria). Now serving lunch, along with fresh
baked goods, lunch, coffee, tea, juice, a DJ and live
music.
THURSDAY, MARCH 8
Amnesty International Aurora-Newmarket
Group holds their monthly meeting to discuss

current human rights issues and write appeal
letters. Held at Trinity Anglican Church (in The
Rectory building behind the church), 79 Victoria
St., Aurora – all welcome! Free. 7 – 8.30 p.m.
****
The Canadian Federation of University Women
(Aurora/Newmarket) will mark International
Women’s Day today with a special event from 10
a.m. to 1.30 p.m. at Newmarket’s Trinity United
Church (461 Park Avenue). Guest Speaker: Fiona
Jack, Sex Trafficking Prevention Trainer from
Covenant House, Toronto. She will enlighten the
audience about Human Trafficking. Covenant
House has been working with victims of sexual
exploitations since they opened in 1982 (homeless
youth are at a significantly increased risk for both
trafficking and sexual abuse). She has travelled to
York region to our schools and her focus of these
talks are about luring techniques and warning
signs. For more, visit www.cfuwauroranewmarket.
com.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14
The PROBUS Club of Aurora holds their
monthly meeting today from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North, Aurora. This month’s
speakers is: Blair Dawson, he has written a couple
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of illustrated books about the wilds of Canada. He
is presenting his latest creation on the subject of
“All about Bears Facts and Myths Stories”.    For
more information on this month’s speaker please
call Cliff White at 905-841-2421. New Members
Welcome! Call Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849, or
be our guest at the meeting.
THURSDAY, MARCH 15
The Prostate Cancer Canada Network –
Newmarket Support Group meets tonight from
6.30 – 9 p.m. at the Newmarket Seniors’ Meeting
Place. 474 Davis Drive. This is a peer-to-peer
group session with open discussions regarding
the disease, treatments and individual outcomes.
Spouses are welcome. For more information, call
905-473-2688.
THURSDAY, MARCH 22
The Bond Lake Public School Concert Band
invites you for two evenings of fun, food, and
fundraising at Boston Pizza Aurora on Thursday,
March 1 and Thursday, March 22 between 5:30
p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Come out and support the
Band in their quest to o attend the 2018 MusicFest
Canada Nationals in Toronto this May! “Last year,
our band achieved Gold Plus status at the York
Region Music Alive Festival which also earned
us an official invitation to perform at the 46th
annual MusicFest Canada festival. This national
competition takes place at the University of
Toronto in May, and it features bands from all over
the country.”

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
FOR LEASE/RENT

HELP WANTED

RETIRED? BORED?
LOVE TO DRIVE?
WE ARE LOOKING
FOR YOU!
YORK REGION’S ONLY
GOVERNMENT
LICENCED AIRPORT
TRANSPORTER

Must have good communication skills and flexible time

Send Resume to “info@airyork.ca
905-727-8861

Freelance Reporter

for Local Community Newspaper
Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter
with a passion for community news.
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness
to cover local community events and issues.

Full Time Jobs in
Bolton area

• Construction Yard Supervisor…
$30/hr.
• Commercial Sign Installer
• Recreational Equipment Installer
• CNC Lathe Operator
• Truck Transportation Sales
• General Labour (Heavy) up to
$18.00 / hr.
• DZ Driver
• Reach & Counter Balance Forklift
Drivers
• Patio / Balcony Enclosure
Installers
• Construction Supervisor (Civil)
• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with
disabilities are available on request for your
recruitment process.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

SERVICES

HOW SAFE

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Freelance reporting work for weekly
community newspapers and special projects
• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover
• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Take photographs
• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle
• Reporting experience an asset
• An interest in local issues is a necessity,
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Let’s Talk.
Interested and qualified
candidates should forward
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

IS YOUR JOB?
Start building your
business today!
Supplement your income
by working part-time.
You set your own hours.

(TEXAS
USA
BEST BUY) FOR
SALE BY OWNER/BROKER. We
have prime 20 acre
parcels available in
scenic Texas. $370/
acre,
$100/month.
For more details call
toll free 1-800-8756568.

Ask me how!

I have 1000’s
of yards of new
100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom
& hall for as little as
$389.00
(includes carpet, pad & install)

AURORA BASED
SALON
FOR
LEASE Hair salon owner is looking to lease a chair
while offering a fully
furnished hair salon
for lease. Prospective
lessee is to furnish his/
her supplies. $2500.
Plus hst Interested
persons please contact - daphneieraci@
hotmail.com or 905841-0576

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
LOOKING for experienced,
knowledgable, on-site supervisor for the York
Region area. Please
email resume to:
stepheno@intercityrealty.com fax: 905597-0493 office: 905597-0227.

AURORA BEAUTY
SALON- chair for
rent or esthetician
room Yonge Street
location.
Interesed persons please
call 905-8 41-0576
or daphneieraci@
hotmail.com

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS MEAT
PROCESSING facility from Arthur immediately requires 16 Wholesale and Retail
Butchers with a minimum of 2 to 3 years of
direct hands on experience in meat cutting
and processing. Duties include cutting and
sectioning of meat, skinning and removing
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens,
cutting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS
diploma or equivalent required. Positions
offered are permanent full time and salary
is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44
hrs a week. Please apply in person at 7597
Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793
or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.
SERVICES

TREES

SCallRRuth
EIGreaves
RRAatC
D
ETNAW
1-888-240-4767

CARPET

REGISTERED
RECES
required
for local school aged
child care centres in
Aurora. Must have
experience working
with children ages
4-12 years. Available
for part time split
shift Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3
- 6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.com.

Cedars- White Pine- Spruces
Scots Pine - Oaks - Maple
12-16 “ - $1.90 each
SENIORS WELCOME
CARRIERS NEEDED

to deliver The Auroran
newspaper every Thursday.
Earn money while
getting exercise.

Contact Cephise
416-505-2770

minimum sized orders - 50 of each
LARGER POTTED STOCK ALSO AVAILABLE
(minimum sized orders - 10 - 2 per species)

UPPER CANADA FORESTRY LTD
1-800-387-8699
SINCE 1979
EMAIL : plantatree@cogeco.net

Call Steve

877.759.8179

carpetdeals.ca
FOR SALE

SNOW TIRES
AND RIMS
FOR SALE

BF Goodrich
Used 2 years on
Ford Focus
205/65 R15 (945)
call 905-751-9817.

Breathe New Life
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically!
LPs and 45s,get rid of
the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a
chance, details:
spin2live@yahoo.com

Page 22

THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 1, 2018

15

YEARS

He’s earned every grey hair! But that’s the
price you pay for brewing great beer!
Cheers to 15 years of great beer!

15

YEARS

15

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
YEARS

1162 Hockley 15 Year Annivesary Ad_GreyHair_Broadsheet.indd 1
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