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Your Home SOLD 100% Of Asking Price GUARANTEED!

OR I’LL PAY YOU THE DIFFERENCE*
Seller Patty Must Agree on a Price and Closing Date. *Contact for Details

Patty Asgaripour

I have over 350 buyers in my data base

(Growing Daily) looking
for a home in the area.
Your Home
May Already Be Sold!

Call Patty
(905) 758-5323
and start packing!
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Magna founder Frank Stronach addresses the thousands at Saturday night’s Wild, Wild West Hoedown. He is joined on stage by, from left, host singer Beverley
Mahood, King Mayor Steve Pellegrini, Newmarket Mayor Tony Van Bynen, East Gwillimbury Mayor Virginia Hackson, Georgina Mayor Margaret Quirk, Aurora
Mayor Geoff Dawe and Magna CEO Don Walker. This year’s Hoedown, which was headlined by (inset) Tom Cochrane, raised over $530,000 for 20 community
groups. For more, see Pages 18 and 19. 								
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

“We can always make things better”
Magna founder Frank Stronach reflects on 60 years of community involvement
By Brock Weir
As thousands of people filled the
marquee on the northern edge of his
property for two nights of revelry,
Frank Stronach looked on with pride.
After all, Friday and Saturday’s
Hoedown has grown from a relatively
small barbeque in his back yard into
York Region’s biggest party.
But no matter how much pride he
takes in the exceptional success of the
party – and there was over $530,000
raised this year alone to be shared

between 20 community organizations –
there is, in his mind, still so much more
to do.
Mr. Stronach, 85, the founder and
former CEO of Magna International,
marked the business’s 60th anniversary
last month. Joined by incumbent CEO
Don Walker, Mr. Stronach met with
current employees, talked shop and
unveiled a portrait of himself which
will take pride of place in Magna’s
head office in perpetuity – no matter
where that head office happens to
be down the road.

The visit itself might have been just
a few minutes’ walk from his Aurora
home, but it was a world away from the
business founded all those many years
ago in a small Toronto garage.
“When you’re able to create jobs,
that gives you a good feeling,” says
Mr. Stronach. “I think we have about
20,000 people in York Region and the
spin-off effect is about three or four in
the automotive industry. From there,
you have gas stations, grocery stores,
carpenters, and the spin-off effect
is huge.”
Continued on page 11
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Lester B. Pearson spent many of
his formative years in Aurora, taking
lessons at the Church Street School,
setting him on the path to becoming
one of Canada’s most notable Prime
Ministers.
But, before he took up residence at
24 Sussex Drive, he already achieved
a Canadian first: receiving the Nobel
Peace Prize for his work during the Suez
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A 50 YEAR ROAR – The Aurora Tigers kicked off their 50th Anniversary season Friday night at the

Aurora Community Centre. The Junior A Team welcomed dignitaries – including former Leaf Mike
Johnson – for the ceremonial puck drop taken by Tigers captain Jake Bricknell, right, and Cobourg
Cougar Josh Maguire. For more, see Page 15. 		
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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WOW – SHOWSTOPPER RENO
+ INLAW POTENTIAL!

WOW! 3700 SF! FORMER SHOWHOME!
FINISHED BASEMENT! POOL!

Open House Saturday & Sunday 2-4pm, 9 April Gardens, Aurora –
Bathurst to Aurora Heights to signs! It’s a beauty! Open concept
plan! Gourmet centre island kitchen with granite counters, servery
& stainless steel appliances! Hardwood plank floors on both levels!
Enticing ensuite! Big bedrooms! Bright walk-out lower level! Loaded
with extras & upgrades!

Open House Sat & Sun 2-4pm, 34 Charing Cres., Aurora – Bathurst north of
Bloomington to signs! Have it all on demand child-safe crescent in southwest Aurora! 2-storey foyer! Floating oak staircase! Updated centre island
kitchen with granite counters & stainless steel appliances open to
spacious family room with 2-way floor-to-ceiling gas fireplace! Main floor
den! Master with enticing ensuite! Bright professionally finished open
concept lower level too! Private oasis backyard
$1,598,888
and saltwater pool!

AURORA’S 2016
TOP SALES PRODUCER*

Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000
lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.com
LENARD
LIND
BROKER OF RECORD
Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100, Aurora
(2 blocks south of Wellington on the east side)

*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices **Some conditions may apply

Service with Professionalism

$1,288,888
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OPEN FOR BUSINESS – Aurora’s new

multimillion dollar Joint Operations Centre was formally opened for business on Saturday with a full
day of activities at the Industrial Parkway North site.
Now home to Aurora’s Parks and Public Works departments, it is built to LEED Gold certification and
those who turned out for the ceremonies were able
to see its green credentials in person while observing a ceremonial tree planting, grabbing a piece of
cake, or taking in the ribbon cutting. Pictured here
doing the honours are, from left to right, CAO Doug
Nadorozny, Councillors Sandra Humfryes and Harold Kim, Mayor Geoff Dawe, Councillors Michael
Thompson, Jeff Thom and Tom Mrakas, and Parks
& Recreation Director Al Downey.



Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger



Yellow Brick House receives boost
from Province
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s Yellow Brick House shelter
has received an important cash infusion
from the Province of Ontario.
Provincial dollars will go towards
“Project Hostel”, Yellow Brick House’s
initiative to improve their HVAC system,
repair a wall, and vinyl flooring, as well
as spruce up their building from the
outside, including the replacement of
front steps and exterior doors.
“The incredible commitment of our
Provincial government in investing
our capital infrastructure enables our
staff to focus on providing critical lifesaving services to abused women and
children in our community,” said Lorris
Herenda, Executive Director of Yellow
Brick House. “By providing them with
accessible and safe emergency shelter
beds, the women and their children can
start their journey of healing, breaking
free of violence and becoming strong
community members.”
Yellow Brick House was one of four
area service agencies that will share
$372,000.
They receive $120,700, with L’Arche

Daybreak getting $181,800 to install
sprinklers, monitoring and security
systems in their building, as well as new
windows, a deck, entrance ramp and roof.
$60,000 goes to Community Living
York South to replace windows and a
generator, and the balance to Christian
Horizons to repair walls and repaint
bathrooms.
“L’Arche Daybreak is extremely
grateful to the Provincial government
for its financial support for repairs to
our homes and programs which serve
the needs of adults with developmental
disabilities in York Region,” said Carl
MacMillan, Executive Director of
L’Arche. “This funding helps to ensure
that our facilities are physically sound,
accessible safe places that reflect the
value and dignity we give to the people we
serve.”
This Provincial dollars flow from
Ontario’s Partner Facility Renewal (PFR)
program, which helps agencies repair
and renovate their facilities to better
serve people in the community. It is also
intended to help agencies ensure their
buildings meet improvements to Ontario’s
Fire Code in order to keep residents safe.

TOWN OF AURORA
PUBLIC NOTICE

Highland Automotive Professionals is proud
to introduce another team member

Coll
Dedu
Protect

Kevin Tibbitts, Service Consultant

✓

Collision
Deductible
Protection Plan
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓
Hello I’m
Kevin Tibbitts, Service consultant with the
✓
✓
Highland Automotive team since 2008. I have been in
✓
the automotive
service industry for over 25 years.
✓

My previous experience includes, shop tech, shop
controller, service consultant as well as a position
with CAA Ontario as manager of a team of investigators
for their automotive road service damage and
complaints department, utilizing my back ground
to manage and investigate issues from their
1.9 million members in Ontario.
✓

SPECIAL PUBLIC NOTICE - HYDRO FUNDS

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Notice is hereby given that the Council of the Town of Aurora intends to soon consider allocating funding from the
special reserve fund created with the proceeds of the 2005 sale of Aurora Hydro. According to By-law No. 5439-12,
Council must give public notice of its intent to access these funds at least 30 days prior to voting to do so. At its
Council meeting of September 12, 2017, direction was given to provide the required public notice of Council’s intent
to access these special funds.
If you are interested in following developments on this issue, please register with the Town of Aurora Clerk by
emailing clerks@aurora.ca. By registering you will be notified of upcoming meeting dates regarding the accessing
and allocation of hydro funds.
The report detailing this matter was voted on at the September 12, 2017 Council meeting. The report, FS17-038
Access of Aurora Hydra Sale Investment Reserve Funding and a full copy of the by-law can be found on aurora.ca by
searching the above noted report number.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

I was happy to join the Highland team when I came
back to the automotive service industry, their reputation
for service excellence made it an easy choice for me.

✓

I welcome the opportunity to assist you with your
service needs. Please feel free to contact me at
Email: kevin@highlandgm.com
Direct Service: 905 727-7787 ext. 276

We Know Service Matters.

4.5

188 Total Reviews

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus
905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Machell’s Corners

Open letter to Mayor Dawe
and Aurora Town Council
on Ivy Jay Nature Reserve
Nature Aurora’s Ivy Jay Community
Nature Reserve Design, Construction and
Management Report (2014) recommended
using beams under the Hartwell Way
road bridge. We are pleased to report that
a pair of Barn Swallows and a Phoebe
are now nesting on those beams. We also
recommended that a colony of more than
Yellow Lady Slipper Orchids, a locally rare
wildflower, be fenced during construction.
Unfortunately,
this
advice
was
ignored and a trail was built over them.
We could easily have transplanted these
to a safer location.
Grassland is the most threatened
habitat in Aurora. Several hundred
seeding trees have been planted as a
community tree planting project into
grasslands owned by Ducks Unlimited
(without their permission as we
understand it.) In agreement with them,
we are planning this fall to remove all
the trees and shrubs which have seeded
naturally into this grassland since it
was last mowed. It is rather pointless if
our group are removing trees from this
grassland while the Town is busy planting
more. Far too many trees have also been
planted around some of the recently
constructed stormwater ponds which will
eventually result in a major loss of both
grassland and scrubland habitat. As these
trees mature, the result will be a decline in
the Nature Reserve’s overall biodiversity.
Additionally, the decision as to the
purchase of the 2 acres of critical
grassland in the centre of the Reserve
(which is currently scheduled for
development) is still outstanding.
Buildings in this location will be both
ecologically and aesthetically disastrous.
We are still also awaiting a Council
decision on the use of drop board water
flow control rather than the expensive
engineered water controls favored by the
South Lake Simcoe Conservation
Authority to recreate a cold water creek
for trout. Drop boards are the simplest
to use, most economical to construct
and maintain, and are still the most
extensively used method of water control
in nature reserves in both Canada and
Europe. We have many other concerns
over present design and construction
trends which we feel will result in a
decline in the potential of the Reserve
to encourage as many wildlife species as
possible. Our report can be viewed on our
website at www.natureaurora.ca.
Many of these poor decisions would not
have occurred if the technical committee
(made up of biologists from the various
stakeholder,s together with senior Town
staff that guided the development of the
Reserve in its early stages) had not been
disbanded. This committee would have
saved the Town thousands of dollars
in consultant fees. It is time that this
committee was reformed to guide future
design and construction decisions before
future errors are made.
We look forward to the Mayor in the
near future using his column in The
Auroran to explain to concerned citizens
just what the Council’s policies are in the
issues raised in this letter and on the future
design, construction and management of
our community Nature Reserve.
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Sincerely,
David Tomlinson
Chair, Nature Aurora

SB
IRTH D A Y

150

www.TheAuroran.com

@TheAuroranNews

www.facebook.com/TheAuroran

THE AURORAN

Aurora’s Community Newspaper
The Auroran Newspaper Company Ltd.
15213 Yonge Street, Suite 8

Main number 905-727-3300 • Fax number 905-727-2620
Founder
Ron Wallace

Publisher Emeritus
Rosemary Schumaker

Subscriptions available within Canada and U.S.
email: administration@auroran.com

Fade to Black
The stars have come and gone.
The Oscar race has been clarified.
Some sure bets have been taken down
a peg while dark horses have suddenly
broken away from the straggling pack
and are heading up the fence.
Another
Toronto
International
Film Festival is in the books and us
movie fans left behind are now able to
fully resume our regularly scheduled
program – including this guy.
TIFF is one of my favourite times of
the year, but it always causes a bit of
stress and anxiety.
For the uninitiated, the nearly
complete schedule of Festival films is
released weeks in advance of tickets
going on sale, allowing for ample time to
pick your picks, as it were, and hope for
the best once the free-for-all begins on
single ticket day.
Sometimes you luck out and get all
your picks and other times you get a
complete strike out, settling for a raft of
second draft pics while you read reviews
from your first choices from afar, usually
getting an ever-greener tinge on your
skin. Jealousy and all that.
I was on a hot streak this year, scoring
many of my first choices, including the
Italian-American film Call Me By Your
Name, the Winston Churchill biopic
Darkest Hour, Judi Dench’s latest
turn as the Mother of Confederation
in Victoria & Abdul, Angelina Jolie’s
passion project on the Khmer Rouge
entitled First They Killed My Father,
and a number of others that will be surefire hits this fall and winter. And, truth
be told, a couple of duds.
Some moved me to a point where it
took a few minutes to collect myself
before being able to get out of my seat
– Call Me By Your Name, First They
Killed My Father, Film Stars Don’t Die in
Liverpool, The Wife – while others, like
Darkest Hour, left so little an impression
on me the fact I sat through two hours of
it seemed but a vaguely distant memory
just a few days later.
All in all, it was a very busy schedule,
but all worth it.
The atmosphere is invariably electric.
Stars and directors being in attendance
for various screenings, of course, only
enhances the electricity but when you
get down to the root of the festival,
the real charge is being in a hoard of
thousands all swarming in the same
direction and for the same purpose: a
love of film.
There is the anticipation of seeing
established actors, sometimes actors
who are unheralded, land and nail the
roles of a lifetime, viewing the work
of an up-and-coming director whose
thrilling product leaves you wanting
more, sure in the knowledge you’re
watching a future classic unspool for the

BROCK’S
BANTER
Brock Weir
very first time, and seeing homegrown
talent exposed to an international
market, complete with bigwigs who can
take them into the stratosphere.
Programs not only cater to the
Spielbergs, Scorseses and Aronofskys
of the world, but new Canadian
filmmakers, students just getting their
feet wet in the digital – and traditional
celluloid – media, and emerging onscreen talent.
Not
every
creative
has
the
wherewithal to get to Toronto to gain
exposure, however, be it from a lack of
financial backing or simply an avenue
closer to hand that can be used as a
springboard to greater things.
By the time I saw my last film of the
festival this weekend a film which, truth
be told, I did not care for whatsoever,
I began to think about our own lost
opportunities.
Actually, I hesitate to use the phrase
“lost opportunities” because there are
new opportunities on the horizon every
day. Platforms ranging from YouTube,
to Instagram, to Snapchat, to even the
humble Facebook, provide outlets every
day for budding filmmakers to unleash
their creativity onto the world.
Some of our local filmmakers who
have been featured in these pages have
become experts at harnessing the power
of social media to create viral content
that is noticed around the world which
has led to increasingly impressive
opportunities across the country.
For every Chris Hau, however, are
dozens of aspiring filmmakers peering
into their screens, editing their videos,
and stumped on what their next move
should be.
Once upon a time, there was just such
an opportunity that came around once
a year designed to give these artists
who wouldn’t otherwise have a chance
to reach or build an audience a chance
to shine before a bona fide audience of
interested parties.
For
over
five
years,
Family
Services of York Region spearheaded
a wonderful initiative branded the
Multimedia Festival of York Region.
The festival encouraged creative talent,
talent ranging from York Region bornand-bred filmmakers who already had
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a feature or two under their belts to
elementary school students, sometimes
even whole elementary school classes, to
polish up their works and submit them
for consideration in the festival.
Each year, until its apparent demise
in 2015 a year after it was rebranded as
the PlaYR Video festival, it produced a
staggering array of films which were
taken on the road to different venues
across nearly all of York Region’s nine
municipalities, culminating in a very
gratifying awards ceremony which
provided not only trophies that looked
good on a mantle, but an additional line
on a resumé that carried increasing
weight with each passing Festival.
Entries hit all the touchpoints of
comedy, drama, romance, suspense and
mystery but participating filmmakers,
whatever their age, never once shied
away from turning their full attention
to the issues close to their hearts or the
bold statements they felt needed to be
made.
Racism and discrimination within
our community, and even within
the schools, were perennial topics to
which young filmmakers devoted their
passion. So too were environmental
concerns, budding or evolving sexuality,
the marginalization of seniors, the
treatment and experiences of veterans
young and old, and personal mentors
gone too soon.
In short, the York Region Multimedia
Film Festival was a powerful outlet for
these powerful individuals who, camera
in hand, created very powerful images.
Some went on to great things – take, for
instance, the face of Participaction’s 150
Playlist. This Aurora-bred comedienne
made a splash in the festival – while
some are still fighting to be heard. The
point is festivals such as these allowed
them to make a ripple in a much bigger
pond, but this outlet is no longer there.
As someone who grew up able to hit
a baseball out of the park with little
inclination or ability to run bases,
someone who could drive a golf ball
reasonably well but couldn’t care less
where it ended up, I am thankful that
organizations – and indeed parents
– today are recognizing the value of
creative outlets for their kids.
Look no further than the proliferation
of maker spaces within our community.
But, what good is a video, an app, or
game without an audience?
In my view, investing in ways to
provide these talented up-and-comers
with encouragement, exposure, and the
potential for accolades is money well
spent and a perfect way for cultural and
service groups within our community
and in greater York Region to build
the foundation of a lasting and fruitful
legacy.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors
and letter writers are not necessarily those of The
Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number,
although number will not be published, and be limited
to 600 words. Letters may be edited or refused. All
contents protected by copyright.
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Publisher is not liable for slight changes or
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of an
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attention of the publisher prior to the following edition.
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The Aurora Museum
& Archives is celebrating…

Autumn Road Trips!

Kyle Peterson, MP
Newmarket-Aurora

Aurora has been the host to many
exciting events as the fall approaches
and we all get back to our routines.
This
past
weekend,
I
was
honoured to head over to the Aurora
Community Centre ice along with
other dignitaries and special guests
for the official puck drop to kick off
the 50th Anniversary of the Aurora
Tigers Hockey Team.
I enjoyed meeting players from the
original season and other alumni,
including former Leaf Mike Johnson.
I am very much looking forward to
this hockey season. The team looks
great, and I encourage everyone to
come on out and support the team
in this important year. You will
not be disappointed. Check out the
schedule and other important dates
at:
auroratigers.pointstreaksites.
com
The 29th Magna Hoedown was
held on Friday, September 15 and
Saturday, September 16, and once
again it was an incredible success
raising $534,000 for local charities.
It was a remarkable event with
over 700 volunteers ensuring the
event went off without a hitch.

Before this column returns to
the local themes of people, politics
and public affairs, below are some
unconnected, stream-of-conscious and
(most likely) incoherent musings and
observations regarding the end of the
summer season in Aurora.
First, it really is unbelievable how a
few months can really change things.
Remember this past winter and early
spring when, like the Energizer bunny,
housing pricing in York Region just
keeps going and going and going…
upwards.
And the numbers were startling.
The average detached home price
was nearly $1M and a family needed an
annual income of well over $150,000 to
be able to support such a purchase.
The
federal
and
provincial
governments had not, at that time, done
anything about this. If you recall in BC,
home prices were going crazy in and
around Vancouver so the provincial
government slapped a 15% tax on
foreign ownership. This has had the
desired result of stopping the housing
price increases in its tracks.
Some experts had said that the spillover effect would come into Toronto
where, in addition to the lack of supply
of adequate housing for rent/sale,
foreign buyers were forcing up the GTA
prices.
Later this past spring, the provincial
government implemented legislation to
stop the price increases in the GTA, and
dealt with issues around rent controls.
All these measures had the desired
effect of cooling the housing market.
House sales prices are down
significantly and it also now takes
longer to sell a home.
Of course, whether this is good or
bad depends on your perspective and
situation.
One friend of mine put his home up
for sale last December and it sold two
days later for a huge amount over what
he had purchased it for while another
friend took his time this past spring
getting his home in Richmond Hill
in great shape and then put it on the
market in April. He did not get one bid;

I know how hard all the volunteers
work leading up to the event, selling
tickets and promoting the raffle so congratulations to all of you!
Also, big congratulations to Magna
International, for continuing to be
the community leaders they are many employees also volunteer at the
event itself, and we are lucky to have
their commitment to our community.
Thanks to all. 
On
Monday,
September
18,
Parliament resumed for the fall
session. The first order of business
in the House of Commons was to pay
tribute to a dear friend, Arnold Chan
– MP Scarborough-Agincourt who
recently passed away following his
battle with cancer.
I was proud to see my colleagues
from all sides of the House rise to
share their memories of MP Chan
and honour his remarkable service
to Canada. My deepest sympathies go
out to his wife Jean and their three
sons.
Rest in peace, Arnold.
This week, our community said
thank you to Dr. Dave Williams,
outgoing President & CEO of

Summer 2017 Musings

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE
Stephen Somerville

he took the home off the market shortly
thereafter.
Secondly, my son had his first day of
school last week, entering high school
as a grade nine student.
How times have changed.
Back in my day, my two brothers
and I were extremely excited when we
each received a new pair of Cougar or
Sparks running shoes and (maybe) a
new pair of pants and shirt for the first
day of school.
Today, besides new pants and
shirts, we needed to outfit the junior
Somerville with a new computer and a
cell phone.
Also, the orientation for the new
grade nine students is quite a bit
different than what I received.
When I entered high school back
in September 1979 (yes, I know - that
was some time ago) I simply walked to
school. There was no grand gathering
of the grade nines or assemblies or
parents accompanying the students.
I simply walked into my home room
and sat down beside the other nervous
frosh.
As an aside, it seemed like yesterday
walking that first time past the
smoking area that was filled to bursting
with students and walking past the
area where a bunch of young female
student/mothers were with their young
kids before the mothers dropped off the
tykes and attended class.
Today, Aurora High invites the
parents of grade nine students to
accompany their child on the first day.

Southlake Regional Health Centre.
I would like to thank Dr. Williams
for his service to our community
and for his outstanding leadership at
Southlake Regional Health Centre. I
would like to join the countless others
congratulating him on his tenure at
the hospital, and to wish him all my
best in his future endeavours.
Finally, I would like to thank
our community for the incredible
response to the Canada 150 Medal
nomination program.
We really do have so many people
who contribute their time and
effort to our community here. I am
pleased to announce that successful
recipients will be notified shortly
along with details of the upcoming
medal ceremony to be held in
Newmarket-Aurora.
As a reminder, you can reach out
to my office and my staff at any time.
Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you need any information or
assistance with Federal Matters.
We are located at 16600 Bayview
Avenue, Suite 202. You can reach us
at 905-953-7515 or by email at Kyle.
Peterson@parl.gc.ca.

They get to hear about the school, the
activities and meet all the teachers.
The grade nines even get the run of
the place for the first day as the older
students don’t event show up until the
next day.
This is a much better approach than
what I received, that’s for sure.
Although, thinking about it some
more, I don’t think I would have wanted
my mom or dad to have met my teachers
that early on and begin fostering any
type of relationship. Operating under
the radar and getting by with all those
“gentlemen C’s” was fine with me!
Lastly, dismantling statues or trying
to erase/alter history has been in the
North American news quite a bit lately.
Whether it is removing a statute of
Robert E Lee in the American south or
teachers unions wanting to remove the
name of Canada’s first Prime Minister,
Sir John A. Macdonald from schools in
Ontario.
A recent editorial in Maclean’s
magazine summed my feelings up quite
well on the subject:
“By contrast, Macdonald’s towering
reputation is about so much more that
reducing his legacy to a racist taint—
serious as it is—isn’t reasonable. His
name still stands for a sweeping vision
of Canada that he largely brought
about, although his stature is seriously
debated these days by historians…
“There is no simple way to draft up
an acceptable pantheon of historical
heroes. Each biography calls up a unique
response. We should start by relying
on judicious historians to sift what a
man or woman who lived long ago said
and did, which is no easy undertaking.
Then we should ask why they were
deemed worthy of recognition, and
whether that motivation still feels right
to us. And if that’s the test, there will
be no need to start dreaming up new
names quite yet for schools named after
Sir John A. Macdonald.”
More on this last item in a future
column.
Stephen can be contacted at
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Yee-Haw!

I had the privilege to be a part of
a pretty special community this past
weekend – the 700-strong group of
Hoedown volunteers.
And what a special group of dedicated
people they are!
I have attended Hoedown many times
but have never volunteered before.
But this year, as I was working with
Welcoming Arms - one of the community
groups that received funding from the
Hoedown – I had the chance to help out
at this year’s Hoedown. And I am truly
grateful for the opportunity as I got to
witness first-hand the commitment and
dedication of the fantastic people who
put on this important community event.
First off it simply must be said that
Magna International, Frank Stronach
and the Stronach family, Neighbourhood
Network and their entire team should
be commended until the cows come
home – or the horses get back in the
barn? - for the tremendous community
support they provide year after year
to Aurora and the great community of
York Region.
Literally millions of dollars have
been raised and handed out to tens of
worthy community groups enabling the
important work that they do to continue.
What other corporate entity can you
think of that does this kind of thing?
Puts on an enormous fundraiser at
considerable corporate expense solely
for the purpose of giving back? It really
is remarkable.
But back to the volunteers. I was a
newbie, but there were many, many
volunteers
and
volunteer
leads
(the volunteers that oversee all the
volunteers) that have been helping out a
hoedown for years if not decades!
These are the people that make it all
possible.
Without the army of volunteers to
assist with everything from checking
people in, to handing out drinks, to
cleaning up the tables, it simply wouldn’t
be possible to put on an event of this
size and magnitude. Well, it would be
possible, but it would be extraordinarily
expensive and the charities and
monies given to them would diminish
substantially as a result.
By donating their time and energy,
the volunteers ensure that many worthy
groups continue to benefit from the
Hoedown. These 700 plus people work
as a team to help deliver the event. And,
truth be told, they all have a ball doing
it.
I know I did!
Everyone has a smile on their face
because – aside from the fact that it’s the
Hoedown! - they all know they are doing
something great for their community.
So, what’s not to smile about?
Personally, I’ve never had so much
fun on “environmental” duty in my life.
I’ve done stream clean-ups and graffiti
clean-ups before, but garbage duty at the
hoedown was great fun. Dancing away
the night as I sorted garbage may sound
odd, but I guess you had to be there. It
was fun! (Just as an aside, the Hoedown
is a zero waste event which means it
aims for zero garbage going to landfill.
To ensure that waste was disposed
of properly, waste was collected from
attendees and delivered to central
sorting stations, where volunteers
sorted it appropriately).
Great
music,
great
volunteer
company, and happy to work towards a
great community event. Can I get a Yee
Haw?

THIS WEEK’S
POLL
Do you support the Province’s
plans for the sale of
legal marijuana?
Yes
No
Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
SEPT 19, 2017

MP’s Report

POLITICS
AS USUAL

RESULTS
RESULTS
TO
TO DATE
DATE

This Ontario Motor League Membership Card belonged
to Aurora resident George Baldwin. During the early
1900s, automobile clubs sprung up around the country
as a source of information. When this card was presented
at the headquarters of any automobile club in Canada
or the United States, the member would receive the
utmost courtesies of the club visited. Over time, the
Ontario Motor League became known as the Canadian
Automobile Association – or CAA for short.
Whether the glass was used as a mug or a stein,
it quickly became a sought-after collectable.
As part of our celebration of Aurora – Canada’s
Birthday Town, and Canada’s 150th Birthday, the
Museum has produced a limited number of these
commemorative glasses. Visit the Aurora Museum
& Archives or Town Hall to purchase a piece of
Aurora’s history. $15, plus taxes.

A

B
YES

NO

71%
59% 29%
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Up next for Library Square and Cultural Precinct: Vision
By Brock Weir
A site plan for Library Square could
be ready for approval as early as this
fall, following Council approval this
week.
Lawmakers signed off on a contract
with The Planning Partnership which,
as The Auroran reported last week,
will task the consultants to prepare a
site plan for the large swath of land on
Victoria Street currently occupied by
the former homes of the Aurora Public
Library and Aurora Seniors’ Centre,
while conducting stakeholder and
community consultation along the way.
While the future of Library Square
has been the subject of discussion for
nearly two decades, this latest step
has been on the front burner since
May when Council tasked staff with
procuring design services.
$500,000 was set in the budget for
the demolition of the two buildings
currently on-site, along with detailed
design services.
The Planning Partnership’s winning
bid came in at $132,635.
Despite being a hot-button election
issue in 2014 and the subject of
numerous hours of Council discussion,
this latest step cleared last week’s
meeting without a word of discussion.
What did capture Council’s attention
was a wider-ranging step on the
development of the Town’s Cultural
Precinct, of which Library Square
is a key component: accessing Hydro
Reserves to take the Precinct to the next
level.
Council signed off on setting in
motion a process which will formally
give notice to members of the public
that they might have reason to access
the proceeds from the sale of Aurora
Hydro as early as this fall.
The Hydro Reserves were created
from the sale of the public utility and
subject to a stringent process on how
the community is notified about their
potential use and how they can become
involved in the process.
Now that the ball is rolling, it gives
members of the public at least 30 days to
register their interest in the Funds with

the Clerk’s office so they can stay up to
date and ultimately have their say.
“There have been a number of
conversations
around
this
table
both in Closed Session and in Open
Session with regards to some potential
opportunities Council faces which may
require Hydro funding,” Dan Elliott,
Treasurer for the Town of Aurora,
told Council last week. “Some of those
decisions may be coming forward in a
fairly time-sensitive manner, when they
become open, so we reviewed this with
our solicitor to make sure we were on
side with [the bylaw].”
Giving this notice now would prevent
further delays down the road, he said.
“[The notice will] connect with those
who are interested in following the issue
at this time, get them to sign up and we
will notify them,” he continued. “The
intent of our communications group is
once we have notified those individuals
directly by email to their personal
accounts we will also be broadcasting…
to the broad community to say Hydro
funds [will be on the agenda]. We are
trying to manage the timelines we
anticipate Council may be faced with.”
While staff and councillors alike
were mum on what these possibilities
might be, some Councillors were keen
to ensure this would not put them under
any stress to make a rash decision.
“This has been going on since 2000
and I am not interested in making any
financial decisions under the gun,” said
Councillor Wendy Gaertner. “I don’t
want to be in a position where I have to
make a quick turnaround of a week or
10 days to try and decide how to spend a
lot of money.”
From the perspective of Councillor
Michael Thompson, this public notice is
all about managing public expectations.
“I think it is prudent given all the
discussions we’ve had, but I also think
it is important to note that while,
in my opinion, the use of the hydro
reserves makes sense [to the things we
are discussing] it doesn’t necessarily
mean we have to use it,” he said. “It is a
Council choice. Council still has to make
a decision whether or not we have to go
the route to use those Hydro Reserve

funds to support whatever community
initiatives [will be considered] but we’re
not necessarily forced to do so. We could
have an array of options in front of us.”
Councillor John Abel was of a
similar mindset, adding: “The idea
is to give [the public] engagement
opportunities and to get some buy-in
from the community that we’re using
the fund and we’re using it for such-andsuch and give them the pros and benefits
for such an item. I want to be sure that
even though the funding is there, there

will be discussions and there will be full
public notice of what it is we’re doing.”
Council received those assurances,
with Mr. Elliott noting that there is a
“reasonable” expectation that some
of the opportunities “will come to
fruition in the coming months” and
any forthcoming report will provide
ample information, including funding
alternatives – with the important
certainty that the Hydro Reserves will
be one such option; the option suggested
by staff.

Culture Days: Discovery
and Delight at Cultural Centre
By Jane Taylor
The Aurora Cultural Centre welcomes
you for an afternoon of discovery and
delight in celebration of Culture Days
on Saturday, October 1 from 1 – 4 pm.
We’re teaming up with our partners
the Aurora Historical Society to offer
an enhanced free art and heritage
experience for the whole family.
Bring the family for a one-of-a-kind
experience to work with Torontobased professional muralist Ted
Hamer in the creation of the Centre’s
Canada 150 legacy project Milestone
Murals.
Ted has spent the last four months
at community events, engaging with
children, youth and adults about the
vibrant aspects of life in Aurora. He
was also a weekly educational guest
in the Centre’s summer art programs,
teaching children aged 4 – 12 about
the process of mural-making. The
campers gave enthusiastic reviews
every week about participating in
mural-making with Ted. Bring your
kids today to discover the fun.
The stories and images that have

evolved speak of a community proud
of our heritage, and excited about
growth and diversity. With these
building blocks, Ted has developed an
installation that will be unveiled at
the Centre in the coming months.
Join Ted on the front lawn (or
indoors in the event of inclement
weather) to add your colour to this
project. This is a drop-in opportunity
to add your story to Milestone Murals
in a guided painting workshop
throughout the afternoon. No previous
painting experience necessary, just a
passion to tell your story.
In the main floor Red Gallery, the
Aurora Historical Society will set up
“The Class of 1867,” with lessons on
the art of calligraphy from 1 – 4 pm.
All materials and lessons provided
at no cost – and the restored 1886
schoolhouse vibe of the Centre
will add the perfect touch for the
afternoon.
We look forward to welcoming you to
a fun, family-friendly and interactive
afternoon with a lively series of free
events. For further information, visit
auroraculturalcentre.ca.
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Best Value In St. Andrew’s!
1/3 Acre Lot! Stunningly
Reno’d! Main Floor Fully Reno’d
(‘14), Stunning Kitchen Open To
Fam Rm W/
Cathedral Ceiling & Elec.
Crystal F/P. Lower Level
Completely Renovated (‘15),
Barnboard Feature Wall, 3 Pc Bath,
Play Rm (Could Be Bdrm), Ofﬁce
& Laundry/Gym.
Beautiful Private Lot!

Sharp Semi In Great Neighbour-

BAYVIEW/WELLINGTON - AURORA

ST. ANDREW’S ON THE HILL – AURORA

Planning to move outside of the GTA…Across Country…Anywhere in the World?
Call us today! We will connect you with top agents to assist you anywhere…globally!

Great Rm With F/P, Plus 2nd Flr
Fam Rm! Master Has Updated
Ensuite With Heated Flrs, Updated
Main Bath. Fin Bsmt With Open
Rec Rm & Bar. Great Yard With
Lrg Deck, Raised Gardens, Custom
Shed. Walk To Parks, Trails, Sports
Fields, Shopping, Movies,
Restaurants & More!

$818,000

Fabulously Renovated!

French Chateau Masterpiece.

Enlarged Kitchen With Huge

Exclusive Gated Community

Island, Family Rm With Wood
-Burning F/P.Generously-Sized
Master Bdrm With Large Ensuite!
Fully Finished Bsmt With Open
Concept Rec/Games Rm, Bdrm,
Plus 2 Pc. Backyard Features
Pool & Extensive Interlock Patio
& Backs To Mature Trees
& Extensive Trail System.

ADENA MEADOWS - AURORA

HILLS OF ST. ANDREW’S – AURORA

$1,978,000

hood! 1740 S.F. Open Concept

$1,335,000

Located On Magna Golf Club. Over
13000 S.F. Finished Area, Incl. Loft
+ Bsmt. 2-Storey Great Rm, Master
W/His ‘N Her Ens. Fully Fin Loft
Over Grg With Kitchen, Lrg. Great
Rm, Bdrm & Bath. Stunning, 1600
S.F. Covered, Outdoor Kit
& Lounge Area. Gorgeous View Of
Course.

$7,499,000

A name you know...people you trust!
EXPERIENCE pays...
Especially in this market!

905.727.1941 • 416.213.5772
info@susancowen.com • www.SusanCowen.com
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Rare blood cancer diagnosis leaves local couple fighting back and helping others
By Brock Weir
Just a few short months ago,
Mark Silverstein and Nelia Pacheco
prepared to say their goodbyes.
Diagnosed
with
Chronic
Lymphocytic Leukemia (CLL) in
2010 at the age of 45, Mark has been
following a tough road with his wife
by his side every step of the way.
Along the way, the blood cancer
which typically hits people with a
median age of 72, has put them on a
vicious cycle of repeated remission
and relapse, but things came to a head
earlier this year.
“2017 has not been great,” says
Mark. “I went through my third
relapse at the beginning of this year
and wound up in the hospital for the
first time in my seven years since
diagnosis.”
The white blood count in a healthy
adult typically runs between 5,000
and 11,000. Mark’s, however, was a
staggering 400,000 and the prognosis
was grim.
Despite the dire diagnosis, however,
Mark and Nelia are still fighting the
fight and coming forward with their
story to raise awareness during
September’s Blood Cancer Awareness
Month.
An estimated 138,000 people in
Canada are living with, or in remission
from, a type of blood cancer. Over 2,200
people in Canada alone are thought to
be diagnosed with CLL each year but
it remains a relatively unrepresented
type of cancer, according to doctors,
as CLL is a unique breed: difficult to
diagnose, early diagnosis does not
help, and relapse is high.
After several tests which pointed
in many different directions, doctors
finally pinpointed his exact diagnosis.
Doctors took Nelia aside to break the
news and it was left to her to tell her
husband. Being the first to receive the
news was overwhelming, she says, but
they had to move forward.
“Initially our thoughts were about
can we get through the treatment and
make this go away?” says Mark. “The
one thing about my cancer, and the

Mark Silverstein
and Nelia Pacheco.
Supplied photo

one thing I picked up on, was it took
almost a month before I was diagnosed
and it was a chronic cancer. Part of
this whole journey has been wrapping
our minds around it.”
Adds Nelia: “When we finally got the
initial diagnosis, the focus is so much
on just getting through the treatment.
It is almost secondary because you’re
focused on what’s going to happen
with your home life, Mark’s work,
my work. You have two kids you’re
trying to raise and you’re trying to go
through this treatment almost day by
day. When the treatment is complete,
then you can sit back and actually
evaluate the cancer diagnosis.”

You put your “game face” on to get
through the treatment, says Mark,
but there comes a time when you
have to address those emotional and
intellectual hurdles.
Along with those emotional and
intellectual hurdles, there are also
practical ones.
You are unable to work, there are
huge financial impacts, the balance
between the marriage partners
changes, and your relationships can
be redefined.
“The first year was an absolute
nightmare,” Nelia recalls. With a
cancer diagnosis, there is an aspect of
denial. I don’t like the term ‘caregiver,’
I use the term ‘care partner’ and I
was automatically thrown into the
position of being a care partner – and
I am not a natural care partner. It
is not part of who I am, but there is
also that expectation. It is a challenge
because you’re put into a certain
category of who you are supposed to
be and I find that as a couple, and a
family, that it was challenging. We
can be honest with each other, and
express the good, the bad and the
ugly and still not take it personally
and respect what each other’s roles,
strengths and weaknesses are.”
This honesty has transcended
Mark’s work.
Shortly after his diagnosis, Mark
lost his job. He took this as an
opportunity, going back to school

to get his degree, now working as a
psychotherapist to help others who
are facing a similar journey, including
facilitating a program at Hope House
Hospice in Aurora called Picking Up
The Pieces.
“A diagnosis can also be a bit of a
blessing and give you opportunities
to change the way you live and how
you love your partner,” says Mark.
“I ended up losing my job soon after
chemo, but now I can actually help
people who are survivors and who are
terminal cancer patients get through
it.”
During this month of Blood
Cancer Awareness, Mark and Nelia
encourage anyone who might be on
a path like theirs to learn everything
they can about their disease.
“The more you understand, the
better you can advocate for yourself,”
he says, noting his current medical
treatment stems from a combination
of drugs he read about and suggested
to his own hematologist, spurring
the doctor, in turn, to find out more.
“There is a loss of control in this
whole process and the only control
you can probably find is in the choices
you make. The more you understand,
the more you advocate for yourself,
the better choices you will probably
make.
“If the disease is going to get you,
it is going to get you, and there is only
so much you can do about that part.”

This school year, give your
child an academic advantage.
Mention this ad to receive

50% OFF REGISTRATION*
Kumon of Aurora - Yonge & Edward
265 Edward Street, Unit 17
905-900-0475 • jyeung@ikumon.com

©2017 Kumon Canada, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

*Offer valid only at this centre
until September 30, 2017

Mingle. Shop. Network. Raise Money. Promote your Cause

FASHION meets
PHILANTHROPY
proudly introduces...

FASHION FUNDRAISERS
Your support of our store over the past 20 years
means the world to us.
Now let us support your cause.
Host your very own fundraiser
right in Oakridge Outiftters Store!

Book the store for your event at no cost

•
•
•

We’ll put on a free fashion show
You handle the invitations and
refreshments and we’ll do the rest
We’ll donate 10% of event sales
to your charity

For more information:
905.726.4063 or email Info@oakridgeoutfitters.ca

14800 Yonge Street, Aurora ON • 905-726-4063
Oakridge Outfitters
www.oakridgeoutfitters.ca
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ArtResolution
Brochures
Websites
 Logos
 Letterhead
 Advertising
 Signs
 Banners
 Magazines
 Reports
 Forms



BUSINESS
FINANCE

www.artresolution.ca

Graphic Design
Fine Art
Photography

Available for freelance projects
Call 416-529-1305
Architecture

Designers l Builders l Construction l Magazine

FREE WORKSHOP: SEPTEMBER 28TH

January 2013 Edition

The Lily Pad

AquaticShelter

The Lily Pad plays an important role in the ecologialc health of pond life, water and air.

Aesthetics

Over 10 years
of experience!

Lily pads are available in a variety of colors
and are fragrant. Water lilies (Nymphaea
odorata) prefer to grow in slow-moving water
next to the shore. Ponds usually do not have
much wave action and are a suitable location
for water lilies to grow. Lily pads produce grant
flowers in white, pink and yellow. species
extinction increases as pond density declines.
(1) Recolonisation of ponds. because different
types of ponds will support characteristic flora
and fauna dependent on their origin and local
environmental factors such as sub

Life Cycle

Lily pads appear above the pond surface sometime in late spring. they prefer full sunlight
up to six hours a day. When lily pad flowers
are pollinated, the plant will produce seeds
inside a green fruit. These seeds will drop to
the floor of the pond and produce new lily
pads for the following season.
An isolated pond is usually of less
ecological value than one that is located
in a cluster of others, because the risk.

Oxygen

Lily pads are available in a variety of colors
and are fragrant. Water lilies (Nymphaea
odorata) prefer to grow in slow-moving water
next to the shore. Ponds usually do not have
much wave action and are a suitable location
for water lilies to grow. Lily pads produce grant
flowers in white, pink and yellow.

Environment

Lily pads appear above the pond surface sometime in late spring. they prefer full sunlight
up to six hours a day. When lily pad flowers
are pollinated, the plant will produce seeds
inside a green fruit. These seeds will drop to
the floor of the pond and produce new lily
pads for the following season.

An isolated pond is usually of less
ecological value than one that is located
in a cluster of others, because the risk of
species extinction increases as pond density
declines.(1) Recolonisation of ponds. because
different types of ponds will support characteristic flora and fauna dependent on their origin
and local environmental factors such as sub

Aquatic Shelter

You may have seen cartoons showing large
frogs and other pond creatures resting on the
pad, but typically they only hold very small
toads and insects. Small fish like to hide
under these pads. because different types of
ponds will support characteristic flora and
fauna dependent on their origin and local
environmental factors such as substrate, watersource and surrounding habitat.

Food fo Mammals

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation notes that lily pads are
not a main food source for wildlife, but ducks
and geese will eat the berries. Small mammals
like muskrat, beaver and porcupine will sometimes eat a lily pad, but this is not usually their
main food source. It is difficult to be specific
about what defines a ‘good’ pond for wildlife
because different types of ponds will support
characteristic flora and fauna dependent on

http://www.ehow.com/
facts_7226530_information-lily-pads-ponds.
html#ixzz2H3J7wRUE
Information on Lily Pads
for Ponds By Brenda
Christian, eHow
Contributor

Feature Article

The Louvre Museum - Paris
How Sculpture Influences Architects
By Edith Sampson, Architect

Artist and Architects of Change

IN AURORA

See article this page.

Commentary Paris News

Simply Art, Design or Function?
Editor Charles Francois

Chamber of Commerce to host Town Hall on Fair
Workplaces, Better Jobs
By Brock Weir
It is legislation which will
have wide-ranging impacts on all
businesses, and now the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce will help local
business owners understand how they
will be effected by Bill 148, Ontario’s
Fair Workplaces, Better Jobs Act.
Working in conjunction with the
Town of Aurora, the Town Hall on
Bill 148 will take place this Monday,
September 25 from 7 – 8 p.m. in
Council Chambers.
“There have been constant streams
of articles and media exposure on the
Bill targeted at only the $15 minimum
wage increase, and the business
community needs to understand that
it is more than just the wage increase
that is going to have an impact,” says
Javed Khan, President of the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors.
The Chamber and the Town decided
to join forces to host the information
and discussion session because the
legislation itself has the potential to

impact every single business in this
community.
Bill 148, otherwise known as the
Fair Workplaces Better, Jobs Act,
includes dramatic increases in the
minimum wage over the next 18
months, expansions of sick days and
holiday pay and equal pay for equal
work provisions.
According to the Chamber, the
Keep Ontario Working Coalition’s
independent
economic
analysis
of the Bill’s impacts have “has
revealed significant, sudden and
sizable uncertainty for Ontario jobs,
businesses and communities.”
“The
Ontario
Chamber
of
Commerce has spent the summer
listening to the voice of Ontarians,
traveling
through
dozens
of
communities and hearing stories
which reiterate the findings of
the economic analysis,” says the
Chamber. “Business owners are
feeling left behind and continually
wonder how they can remain
prosperous and sustainable during a
period of increased regulation and

OPEN FOR EXPANDED BUSINESS – Prime Data owner Steve Falk welcomed MP Kyle
Peterson, MPP Chris Ballard, Mayor Geoff Dawe, members of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce and the
community at large to the business’s new expanded headquarters on Industrial Parkway North for their
grand re-opening on Friday. The company has been providing technology-driven direct mail for not-forprofits and private companies for close to 20 years. “Many people don’t realize how important the postal
industry is, both locally and nationally,” says Falk. “Canada Post still delivers about nine billion items each
year. The National Association of Major Mail Users estimates that 800,000 jobs are related to mail design,
planning, creation, printing, production and delivery. At the corner of Wellington and Industrial Parkway
alone, there are four marketing communications companies and there are several agencies in town that
produce millions of pieces of printed mail weekly. It adds up to a lot of jobs and a lot of business and donations to charities driven by the mail we each produce.”
Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Auto + Home
Combine and save.
Richard Gong, Agent

Call us today.
(905) 727-6333

l

15342 Yonge St, Aurora

l

www.RichardGong.com

economic uncertainty.”
To that end, Ashley Challinor of the
Ontario Chamber of Commerce will
be on hand to facilitate the discussion
as well as explore opportunities
the Provincial government should
consider
“to
ensure
business
prosperity and success without
unintended consequences.”
“The most immediate issue would
be minimum wage, but I also see
issues with overtime and different
elements we’re still trying to
understand because [the legislation]
is not shedding much light on that,”
says Mr. Khan. “I think that is going to
impact the business community also.
This is an event for anyone who has

a business in the community to come
out and participate. It will impact the
business that you’re doing. If it is a
small, two-person business or a very
large organization, it is going to have
an impact on you and you should come
out to get, if anything, education on
what the impact is going to be to your
respective business.
“We are holding this event in the
evening, so if you can come out for
two hours, great. If you can come
out for an hour, fine, but if you have
any investment in your business,
you will want to spend a minimum
of two hours of your evening time to
sit back, take notes, and get engaged
with our presenters.”

Advertorial

You’re invited! Workshop: Sept 28th

Learn How Local Experts are Investing in Mortgages
Ever wonder how banks earn big
profits? Last quarter, the big 6 banks
posted a net profit of $10.15 billion.
According to the Canadian Bankers Association, 56% - a significant
portion of their profit - is generated from
net interest income, such as from residential mortgages.
Local investors can now follow this
proven formula for success by
becoming mortgage lenders.
“Our investors earn
between 8% and 12%
annually on private
mortgages,” said Victor Camba, a mortgage agent at UNION
Capital Management who
specializes in matching
borrowers with individual investors.
For those wanting to learn more,
there will be a free workshop on September 28th in Aurora. Investors will learn
how to get involved, and how to examine
private mortgage deals in order to maximize returns and reduce risk.
Private lenders can invest using
cash or registered funds (such as their
RRSP). In return, they obtain similar benefits that banks enjoy, such as
predictable and stable monthly cash flow,
and “bricks and mortar” security.
It is becoming increasingly more
difficult to obtain mortgage financing through traditional banks. As a
result, these borrowers are turning to
private lenders.
A misconception is that these are
bad-quality borrowers.
“Bad credit? No Credit? No Problem,” are
advertisements sometimes seen. This is
far from the truth.
In 2016, 2.7 million Canadians were
self-employed
(Statistics
Canada).
These people are generally in the sales
and services industry, such as Realtors and Contractors. There were also
1.2 million small businesses. These
borrowers do not meet the bank’s
lending criteria, and are therefore
turned down. Their tax return may show
a significantly lower figure than what
they actually take home as income.
“We take into consideration all sources of the client’s income, including stat-

ed business income, something the banks
don’t do,” Victor said. “But we are not
going to take undue risk. We will take a
calculated risk.”
He prefers to offer loans below 80%
of the value of the property to limit losses in case of a housing price
downturn.
Unlike mutual funds or
stocks, a mortgage investment is collateralized with existing residential
properties within the Greater Toronto Area, including Aurora
and Newmarket. If the
borrower defaults, their
lender has the legal power
to sell the property to recover their funds.
“It used to be investors went to their lawyer
or accountant and said,
‘I have a few million dollars and I want to lend this out and
make a good return,” Victor said. “They
are still around, but now there are opportunities for the average investor with
cash or an RRSP.”
For those who want to invest in real
estate without the hassle of tenants
or repairing toilets, register online to
attend the free workshop. Seating is limited to the first 25 people who register.
REGISTER TODAY TO ATTEND
Date:
Where:

Cost:

Thursday, September 28th
at 7.30pm
Aurora Town Hall
Leksand Room
100 John West Way,
Aurora
Complimentary

Snacks and refreshments will be served.
Register Online
sep28-lending.eventbrite.ca
Follow on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/MortgageInvesting
Email:
victor.camba@unioncapital.ca
Call: 416-435-8340
Victor Camba is the Director of
Business Development, Lending for UNION
Capital Management. Mortgage Brokerage
Lic# 10318 - Mortgage Agent license #M14001907

ICONIC LOOKS.

ELEVATED DETAILS.
2017 ESCALADE

4.5

188 Total Reviews

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com
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Father-son Odyssey is now in the record books

Page 9

Steven Dengler, left, displays a pennant from St. Andrew’s College that was on the entire Odyssey.
The Odyssey helped mark Canada’s 150th birthday and helped two important charities along the way
– Southlake Regional Health Centre Foundation and True Patriot Love Foundation.
Supplied photo

Advertorial

Knee Pain:
By Mark Pavilons
The world is a very big, beautiful
place. But it’s made a bit smaller
because we’re all members of one
big human fellowship.
Kingscross
resident
Steven
Dengler met some consummate hosts
and genuinely interesting souls
during his seven-week Canada 150
Global Odyssey.
The trek, which landed Dengler,
his father Bob, a resident of Aurora,
and ace pilot Rob “Dugal” MacDuff
in the history books, was the first
Canadian circumnavigation of the
world by helicopter, and the first
father-son circumnavigation by light
aircraft in aviation history.
The team flew the Canadianmade Bell 429 helicopter over 35,000
kilometres in a month and a half.
The crew visited some 14 countries
in all.
The
Odyssey
helped
mark
Canada’s 150th birthday and helped
two important charities along the
way – Southlake Regional Health
Centre Foundation and True Patriot
Love Foundation.
Despite being plagued early on by
bad weather, significantly extending
the journey, it was “an amazing
experience.” Eighteen months of
around-the-clock preparation helped
make the journey less problematic,
but where flying is concerned,
anything can happen.
And it did, more than a few times.
Fuel logistics, inclement weather,
scheduling conflicts, and even forest
fires all came into play.
“Flying
was
the
easiest
part,” Dengler admitted.
Given all the variables in play,
Dengler said all scheduling of a trip
of this magnitude needed to flexible,
and able to adapt to changing
circumstances on the fly.
Despite being on a tight schedule,
Dengler said he spent his down time
exploring towns and villages, and
meeting as many people as he could.
Some have become life-long friends.
He said the majority of people
he encountered, regardless of the
country, spoke English, and showed
a very genuine interest in the
adventure. It wasn’t adulation, but
rather a keen desire to know and
share. So many people had a “host
mentality,” and welcomed the crew
with open arms. In almost every
place they set down, people went all
out to accommodate their needs and
show them around.
Given compounding delays, the
team was worried their Russian visas
might expire too soon. Fortunately,
they had forged a strong relationship
with the staff of the Russian
Embassy in Ottawa. They contacted
their colleagues at the Russian
embassy in Prague who were helpful
and accommodating, extending the
team’s visas. Dengler noted that the
universal language of hockey did

New Approach
Delivers
Remarkable
Results

wonders to cement friendly relations
with the officials in Prague.
He found the long flight through
Russia particularly fascinating and
enjoyable. The country is massive,
and seemingly endless when you’re
flying day after day, crossing one or
two time zones a day on a regular
If you suffer from Knee Pain (Injubasis.
ry/strain/tendonitis/Arthritis)
you
The Russian leg went smoothly need to be aware of effective advancethanks to Russian navigator and ments that can eliminate years of pain,
communicator
Sergei
Komarov. suffering, immobility and frustration.
He accompanied the team through
You may have told your doctor you
Russia, making that segment almost suffer with one or more of the followseamless.
ing: sore, stiff, painful knee, “clickDengler said he learned about ing” sound with movement, difficulty
geography, history, and culture bending at the knee.
at every turn. He found Kazan,
You may find that your pain or stiffTatarstan, a city of 1.2 million on ness affects your work, housekeeping,
the banks of the Volga and Kazanka leisure activities, exercise, sports or
rivers, quite interesting. Later he other activities. You go to the drug
spent several days exploring Yakutsk store or to your doctor and get pills to mation, swelling and water retention,
in the Sakha Republic, and made a help relieve your pain. But you find exceeding the limits of traditional LLLT
number of great friends further on the pain keeps returning.
Alterna- (Low power) and eliminates concerns of
in Magadan.
tively, the doctor may refer you to a HP (High power) laser therapy.
Travelling by helicopter presented specialist who may tell you that surgery
some challenges, since they’re not is needed or is an option for you.
What does this mean for you?
long-range vehicles. It resulted in the
However, many people are hesitant
Our patients have reported a 90-95%
crew landing in some very remote to have surgery given its invasive relief of their symptoms, more moplaces, including a remote fishing nature.
It is important to know bility, increased flexibility and vastly
camp at the edge of a rushing river that although surgery is sometimes improved function!
in central Russia.
necessary, it is considered a last resort
It is the very latest in medical
The beauty of the world didn’t in most cases.
technology, with years of clinical studescape notice and Dengler said he
Also, you may have heard that there ies supporting its safety and efficacy
was presented with a cornucopia are serious health risks associated and we are very proud to offer our
of photographic images. He was with chronic use (or overuse) of pain patients effective solutions to their
particularly taken by the landscape pills or anti-inflammatory drugs that recent or chronic conditions.
of northern Labrador and the include damage to the liver, kidneys
“This new, natural, safe and highCanadian Arctic, including the and gut.
ly effective approach has helped
Akshayuk Pass on Baffin Island.
There is a new, natural, safe and many sufferers improve their lives
Other memorable spots included highly effective approach that has dramatically”.
Whitehorse, Yellowknife, and Nome, helped many sufferers improve their
Come in and allow us to help you
Alaska.
lives dramatically: Laser therapy uses achieve the results you deserve! Call
The trip resulted in an arm’s length light to favor and accelerate the body’s (905) 773-2225 to book your FREE
of must-visit places for Dengler and natural healing processes. The innova- consultation and examination at King
his family in the future.
tive Multiwave Locked System (MLS) West Wellness Centre 141 King Rd.,
Dengler praised his wife Bruna Laser produces a safe, efficient and Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In the Home
who was often the team’s “mission simultaneous effect on pain, inflam- Hardware Plaza).
control and lifeline to the outside
world.” Helping with logistics and
being the trouble-shooter on the
ground became her full-time job
while the crew was travelling.
Dengler noted there’s a unique
fraternity of aviators the world over
AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE
who provided much support and
respect.
Living and flying together in
cramped quarters presented some
AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE
challenges, but the trio became a
well-oiled machine. Dengler said
he has a great deal of respect for
MacDuff, a larger-than-life character
whom he considers one of Canada’s
with 1000’s of styles to choose from!
foremost helicopter pilots.
HOURS Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 | Sun 12 - 4
Dengler himself, an experienced
All major credit cards accepted
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On
fixed-wing pilot, said his helicopter
(905) 727-7347
Lampshades
skills increased exponentially.
HOURS
Dengler has already been invited
Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
& we can
Sat 10-5, Sun 12 - 4
to publicly speak on the trip. In the
arrange
ALL MAJOR
Mon
- FriCREDIT
- 10 - 6
near future, he plans to convert HOURS
the
CARDS ACCEPTED
for installation
Sat 10 - 5 | Sun 12 - 4
c150go.ca website into a day-by-day
All major credit cards accepted
retrospective, and also publish15570
a
Yonge Street Aurora, On
book containing many photos of the(905) 727-7347
historic journey.
For more, visit https://www.
15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca
c150go.ca

It is the very latest in medical
technology, with years of clinical
studies supporting its safety
and efficacy and we are very
proud to offer our patients
effective solutions to their
recent or chronic conditions.
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THE AURORAN ARTS & CULTURE
Barrie student takes the Hoedown Showdown crown
By Brock Weir
16-year-old John Anderson was a
tough act to follow.
The Grade 11 student from Barrie
was the first finalist to take the
stage Friday night in the Hoedown
Showdown competition, where 10
finalists from across Ontario vied for
the crown of Canada’s next country
star.
Nine more singers took on the
challenge, but his renditions of Keith
Urban’s “You Look Good in My Shirt”
and Tim McGraw’s “Live Like Your
Were Dying” were enough to seal the
deal and Anderson returned to class
on Monday with plenty to talk about.
“I am still just shocked that it
happened,” said Anderson whose win
secured him a grand prize valued
of $20,000, including $2,500 cash, a
Yamaha guitar and case, two fill days
of recording at Metalworks Studios
and the “ultimate artist package”
featuring professional management,
coaching, styling and song-writing led
by industry professionals.
“It has been a really big rush,” he
continued, absorbing his win. “It was
a long journey to get here. I came into
the competition last year and didn’t

even place. A big part of it was me
overthinking things, but coming back
I had tried to relax a little bit more and
tried to give it my best.”
A watershed moment occurred
for Anderson in the Mentorship
Week leading up to the finals, which
kicked off the two-day Wild, Wild
West Hoedown, hosted by Magna
International, and was followed
by headliners Chad Brownlee that
evening and, the following night, by
Tom Cochrane with Red Rider.
The Mentors took him out of his
comfort zone and parted him from his
guitar, an instrument he describes as
something of a “security blanket.”
“They told me to do a song and I
didn’t really know the guitar work too
well, so the first time we ran through it
I just sang it without playing a guitar,”
Anderson explained. “Tom (Cross of
Metalworks) said, ‘I actually like that.
You’re not going to use your guitar
for this one.’ I hadn’t done that yet,
so I said we’d try it and it ended up
working in the end.
“I always feel like it is my safety
blanket and I would always be able
to hide behind my guitar. It is just a
mental thing and I really don’t know
what to do with my hands.’

Nevertheless, it did the trick has only bolstered
his determination to pursue a professional
singing career
“My goal is to tour and be known as a musician
and known as a writer,” he said. “That would be
an amazing dream come true.”
Securing second place in the Hoedown
Showdown this year was Cameron von Criegern

of Peterborough. Rounding
out the top three was a tie –
a first in Showdown history
– between Lauren Renee
Vandervecht of
Sharon
and Schomberg’s own Zoe
Jayne.
17-year-old
Jayne
wowed the judges with two
selections from the Kacey
Musgraves
songbook,
“Follow
Your
Arrow”
and “Somebody to Love,”
performances which event
host
Beverley
Mahood
dubbed, “authentic, real
and captivating.”
“We love you,” said
Beverley. “Keep doing
what you do because you
are so, so good.”
While he did not place
in the Top 3, Top 10
finalist Patrick James
Clark of Mulmur was, in
the words of Ms. Mahood,
“most improved overall”
with his performances of
Thomas Rhett’s “T-Shirt”
and
“Somebody’s
Heartbreak” by Hunter
Hayes.

FAMILY LAW Dialogue on Truth & Reconciliation will unfold
LAWYER
in “Reveal”
to Action in the TRC Commission’s
report for “a strategy for indigenous
This summer, Indigenous and Non- and non-indigenous artists to undertake
Indigenous Canadian artists pooled their collaborative projects and produce works
talent for an important exchange on Truth that contribute to the reconciliation
and Reconciliation fostered brushstroke process.”
What it inspired in this group of
by brushstroke.
Southern
Ontario artists, most hailing
This Wednesday, September 27,
from
Simcoe
County, as well as York and
members of the public are invited to
become part of the conversation as the Durham Regions, was what they described
as “wildfire.” Kicked off with a creation
artists gather for the big “Reveal.”
The Aurora Cultural Centre will by one Indigenous artist, this artwork
host Call to Action #83: Reveal, a special was shared with just one non-Indigenous
presentation from 5 – 8.30 p.m. The artist who would use this original work to
evening will feature the participating inspire their own.
The non-Indigenous artist’s creation
artists, as well as Indigenous and nonwould,
in turn, go to an Indigenous artist
Indigenous elders who will oversee
the final presentation of the group’s who would use this last piece – and only
collaborative efforts towards the Truth & this last piece – to create their work, which
would inspire the next non-Indigenous
Reconciliation Process.
For over a year, eight Indigenous and artist, and so on down the line until all
eight non-Indigenous artists worked 16 artists had created their pieces only
together in their quest for Truth and inspired by the one previous work.
The travelling exhibition has been on
Reconciliation, inspired by the 83rd Call
the road for more than a year, with Aurora
it’s final stop.
Wednesday’s event will include a
smudging
ceremony and attendees
Engineered
Engineered totocirculate
circulateairairthrough
through
will
receive
a tobacco prayer tie and
natural
Valor
Horizon
naturalconvection,
convection,thethe
Valor
Horizon
Fireplace
effieffi
cient
fireplace
Fireplaceisisa ahighly
highly
cient
fireplace strawberries, the symbol of reconciliation.
By Brock Weir

Patrick M. Gaffney

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• Accepts Legal Aid

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve
parenting, support, and property issues
arising from separating families. A practitioner
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled,
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.
16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket

PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0093
e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

No
NoPower,
Power,No
NoProblem.
Problem.

Event organizers tell those interested
to be prepared to “actively participate” in
the reveal.
Additional events planned around Call
to Action 83 include the International
Festival of Authors Aurora featuring
Gwen Benaway of Anishnaabe and Metis
Descent. Gwen is a Two-Spirited awardwinning Trans poet who will read from
her newest collection “Passage.” This free
ticketed event will take place Wednesday,
October 11 at 7 p.m.
The following Wednesday, October
18, will feature Wampum Belts Woven
Through Anishnaabe History. Brian
Charles, a member of the Chippewas of
Georgina Island First Nation, will discuss
and showcase the work he has done in
collaboration with a group of knowledge
keepers in creating replica wampum belts
to illuminate the interconnected path of
nations.
From the start of Lit On Tour on October
11 through Mr. Charles’ presentation,
the Cultural Centre will host the Tree of
Reconciliation, inviting members of the
public to share their messages of hope for
the Reconciliation process on a sculptural
tree created by Newmarket artist Donald
Chretien.
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How do

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell.
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fitting
reflection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional
and financial stress from your family, and guarantee
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options.

THOMPSON
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora

905-727-5421

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

Clare Bolton of the Aurora Cultural Centre, left, welcomes three of the 16 artists participating in Call To
Action #83.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

Supports Local Sports Teams

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

1-888-263-3849
1-800-465-0411
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New Conference Centre, Eco Park part of Stronach’s Aurora vision
From page 1
These last 60 years have been a “slow
revolutionary process” from those
humble beginnings in the city but
somewhere along the line Mr. Stronach
says he began feeling York Region was
the perfect place for a head office.
“I am a bit of a farmer and there was
more space here,” he says, “Around
that same time, I acquired the farm and
naturally I didn’t want to travel too far
for work.”
It is this very concept of living and
working within the community that was
a guiding force behind his development
of Magna’s corporate philosophy, still
in force today, which commits two per
cent of Magna’s profits to be reinvested
within the communities in which it
operates.
Locally, the annual Wild, Wild West
Hoedown is probably the most visible
manifestation of this philosophy, along
with the Stronach Aurora Recreation
Complex on Wellington Street East,
Newmarket’s Magna Centre, and the
cancer centre at Southlake Regional
Health Centre which bears his family
name.
“It is a basic philosophy in me,” he
says. “The reason why we do well is we
have good, dedicated employees and it
also means we have to recognize that
in management and make sure that
if our factories are here there have to
be some benefits for the employees. I
have anchored that in our corporate
constitution.”
As he divides his time between
Aurora and Austria, Mr. Stronach
says he has “a nice feeling” every
time he drives out on Aurora Road to
see his name on the Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex knowing he made
a contribution to something that is so
enjoyed by the community.
Despite stepping away from Magna
and focusing on his passion for
horseracing and gaming through the
Stronach Group, a company which now
owns Santa Anita Park, Gulfstream
Park, and the Pimlico Race Course,
which is home to the Preakness, Mr.
Stronach remains very focused on the
local community.
“I have lived most of my life on a
farm, and there is an old saying that we
are what we eat,” he says, “and I think
we eat a lot of chemicals. “I want to
produce food without chemicals.”
To that end, he is using his York
Region farmland as well as his
expansive farms in the United States to
farm organic produce, which he hopes
will be available in Aurora in the future.
People travelling on Wellington
Street East might have noticed a
freshly plowed field on the southeast
quadrant of Bayview and Wellington.
Mr. Stronach has a grand vision for
this corner for a hotel and convention
centre, a development which will also
include one of his supermarkets on
site.
“Years ago, I hardly knew anybody
who had an allergy 60 years ago or
thereabouts,” he explains. “Now when
you take a look, it is very difficult for
the school boards to say what foods they
should serve. I enjoy doing things which
have a positive impact on society.”
Mr. Stronach is also looking at
measures which have a positive impact
on our environment as well, reiterating
his idea to make his proposal for a 70 –
80 acre “eco park” in southeast Aurora
a reality sooner rather than later.
The “Eco Park” proposal has hit
many snags along the way, but he says
there is “no question” it remains a

Service You Can Trust. Since 1924

*

$10 off
.00

Furnace Clean & Check!
www.tholiver.com
136 Wellington St. E. Aurora

905.727.4258
Emergency No Heat Service Available 24/7

*$10.00 taken off final invoice. One coupon per appliance. Offer can be applied to Furnace,
Fireplace or Duct Cleaning. No cash value. Offers can no be combined. Oliver reserves the right
to limi promo. Call for complete details. Must be presented to Technician at time of service.
Expires Octover 31, 2016.

We have built a nice
community, but it is ongoing
work. We can always make
things better yet, and that’s
the message we always
want loud and clear

commitment of his, land which will be
put into a trust.
“Its primary purpose will be that the
schools in York Region can have day
trips and there will be some buildings
there such as a learning centre where
they can point out various things which
are important to the ecosystem from
the wildlife, to the trees and flowers. I

think we should make young people
aware of how important the ecosystem
is. You have to be very careful about
what is important.
“We want to highlight we have built a
nice community, but it is ongoing work.
We can always make things better yet,
and that’s the message we always want
to get across loud and clear.”
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Bylaw changes sent back for review amid rights concerns
By Brock Weir
A set of changes outlining how bylaw
officers can access privately owned
properties has been sent back for
further review amid concerns over
the rights of property owners.
The changes, which The Auroran
reported on last week, received
significant scrutiny when they were
first presented at General Committee
on September 5.
With a week in between the
General Committee meeting and
last Tuesday’s Council meeting,
these worries were unabated with
some Councillors stating new rules
would have “trampled” the rights of
property owners.
Up for discussion were a series of
changes to what constitutes “power
of entry” for bylaw officers, which
outline a new notification process
to property owners on when their

properties might be entered, as well
as protocols for when properties
might be accessed if a property
owner is absent or refuses entry to a
bylaw officer all together.
A formalized process would have
given the occupant 24 hours notice
the bylaw department would be
accessing their property, but the
question of what happens if access
is declined raised alarm bells. In one
noted hypothetical, if bylaw officers
head to the rear of a house and find
a locked gate, they would not proceed
into the yard.
When Council members were told
bylaw officers would not proceed if
they found a locked gate in front of
them, they questioned whether this
would create two sets of property
rights: rights for those who had the
foresight to install a lock, and a lack
of rights for those without a locked
gate to their back yard or no gate at

T.C.'S

BURGERS
EST. '93

15198 YONGE STREET,
AURORA, ONTARIO

905-841-1380
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
SINCE 1993!

COME IN TO ENJOY
GREAT BURGERS,
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE
SOUVLAKI,
AND MORE!
EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR
PICKUP!

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted
legal advice since 1983

all.
“I think this is a step in the right
direction,” said Councillor Jeff
Thom, before launching into a number
of scenarios which concerned him.
“Where I think the process becomes
more difficult, as someone who
values property rights, there are a
couple of different distinctions the
Town is setting out here: the Province
sets out strict guidelines with respect
to dwelling unit versus rear and side
yard of the property even though,
in my opinion, a person’s entire
property is sovereign.
“Certainly in criminal proceedings
you can’t enter onto someone’s
property without a warrant or
consent. That is a problem for me.
Just because the Province has made
it legal doesn’t make it right. Staff
has attempted to look at some of the
ways we can better inform property
owners that we were going to access
their property without their consent
but it doesn’t change the fact that
even if after this consultation that
is outlined that we will be accessing
their property without their consent.
They really have no recourse.”
This
view
was
shared
by
Councillor Tom Mrakas, who said
just because Provincial legislation
allows municipalities like Aurora the
right to entry, it shouldn’t mean that
it is the right thing to do in each and
every case.
“I do believe that people have a
right to privacy on their property,”
he said. “I do understand that in
certain circumstances there might
be a need for it where there is a
danger to others. I understand in
the building inspection process
we need our inspectors to have the
ability to go onto sites and attend the
properties to make sure everything is
in compliance.
“I am all for looking at the property
standards at the front of the yard and
doing what we have to in making sure
the appearances of the Town are kept
and maintained. Someone’s rear yard
– I just don’t see how we can trample
over someone’s rights and enter onto

EMPOWERING
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between
challenging students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be
applied to their university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students
develop valuable skills, including:
•

advanced academic ability

•

leadership and mentorship

•

time management and self-reliance

•

•

strong research and writing

dialogue, communication and
presentation

•

critical thinking abilities

•

design, invent and problem
solve

their property because their grass
is too high. To me, it just doesn’t
make sense. I don’t believe that you
should just have the ultimate power
to enter onto somebody’s property. I
do believe what is in front of us is a
good start, but I just don’t think it is
enough.”
While the recommendations were
sent back to staff to address the issues
outlined by Council, there were some
supporters around the table.
Councillor John Abel, for instance,
said he experienced a situation while
living in Markham where a neighbour
had a significant infestation problem.
Local bylaw officers had to become
involved because a neighbour to
neighbour resolution was just not in
the cards.
“He wasn’t going to cooperate
and our livelihood and health was
at risk,” said Councillor Abel. “It
was unbearable on a hot summer
day. I can see how you would use
[these provisions] under different
services, and I think we should be
able to provide that protection and
oversight when needed, and I think
that is what [this] report is bearing
out. For the health and the benefit
of our residents we should be able to
have that.”
Mayor Geoff Dawe, on the other
hand, expressed his support from a
rather different angle.
“I too am highly in favour of
property rights,” he said. “As a
matter of fact, I think I brought that
up when we were discussing the
tree bylaw because what right does
the Town have to tell me whether I
can take trees off my property or
not? This Council voted to tell me
how many trees I could take off my
property and that, in my opinion, is
a direct infringement of my property
rights.
“If I happen to live in the northeast
corner of Yonge and Wellington,
people can tell me what windows I can
put in my house and, to me, that is a
direct infringement on my property
rights. Why are we okay with that
and not this? I don’t see a difference.”

Apply now for
September 2018
ADMISSION OPEN HOUSE

Drop in for a tour!
Wednesday, September 27
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed
program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as
ethical, compassionate and values-based decision-makers.

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

905-895-1700 ext. 259 admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
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Discover

The counTry Day school

Members of the Class of 2017 received
more than 410 admission offers and
$1.1M in scholarships and awards.

The Outdoor Education program
engages students in hands-on,
experiential learning.

Our state-of-the-art Performing Arts
Centre enhances our ability to inspire
students in drama and music.

Participation on CDS sports teams
encourages self-confidence, discipline,
sportsmanship and integrity.

CDS community service programs
develop social awareness, civic
responsibility and self-worth.

Introducing the York scholarship Bursary
We believe that everyone should experience an education with balance. That
is why, in addition to the nearly $7 million endowment CDS has steadily grown
over the years, we have three NEW entrance scholarships available
to an incoming Grade 9 or 10 student starting in 2018-2019. It is
our hope that the York Scholarship Bursary will attract and encourage more
families to consider CDS as an option for their child.
This renewable scholarship will provide support for up to 65% of tuition
and additional fees throughout their high school career and is awarded
based on financial need, as well as a demonstrated and balanced approach
toward academics, the arts and athletics.
To learn more, visit www.cds.on.ca/yorkscholarshipbursary or
contact the Admissions Office at 905-833-1972.

visit CDs

We would love to show you how far we have come in
our first 45 years and invite you to be part of our future.
Call us today at 905 833 1972 to book a personal tour!
The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed,
non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin street, King, ON L7B 1K5 t: 905 833 1972 www.cds.on.ca
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Aurora FC stretches unbeaten
streak to three games
By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora FC women are making a late-season push towards the top
half of the League 1 Ontario ladder.
A single goal off the foot of Courtney Chocol at the 45th minute was
enough to give the home squad the win over the Toronto Azzurri Blizzard at
St. Maximilian Kolbe on Saturday, their second win of the last three games.

“It was a very good game on our side,” said Aurora team official John
Yacou. “The girls stuck to the plan.
“The break impacted the plan for the second half because we planned to go
into the second half more as an aggressive team, looking to press, but the goal
that came late changed everything.
“Our plan instead became to sit back and try and control the game a little more,
knowing that Toronto Blizzard was going to be the team coming forward and trying
to get the equalizer.”

Meagan Phillips and Joanna Redlich shared the clean sheet for Aurora.
Bringing a record of 9-8-1 into Sunday’s away match with Vaughan Azzurri (115-3), Aurora is just three points out of fourth place in the tightly-contested women’s
side.
The men meanwhile remain locked into last in the League 1 East division, but just
one point back of Toronto Skillz FC after a tie with Masters Futbol on Saturday.
That extra point could have meant a lot for the Aurora squad, who were up 3 – 0
on Masters with goals at the 5’, 11’, and 64-minute marks before the home team made a
magnificent comeback.

Aurora FC took down
the Toronto Azzurri
Blizzard 1 - 0 at the St.
Maximilian Kolbe field
on Saturday.
Auroran photo
by Jake Courtepatte

“It’s tough when you are three nil up and you concede three with only ten minutes to go,” said
Aurora head coach Derek O’Keeffe. “I think the boys did really well though.
“For a lot of the lads, it was their first game tonight. A number of them are sixteen and seventeen
years old and they played today and last night so considering that and their age, I thought they
did really well. I think that little bit of experience showed. We were three nil up and needed
to keep the ball and kill the game. We couldn’t keep the ball at the end and as a result we
gave it back to them and they scored three goals. Credit to them, they didn’t give it up,
but I think we should have killed it off and maybe got a fourth.”

Masters managed their first goal with just four minutes left in regulation time,
before notching two goals in stoppage.
The 2-14-1 Aurora squad continues their season on Sunday when they visit the
Woodbridge Strikers. Kickoff is set for 7 p.m.

Tigers light up RBC champs in home opener
By Jake Courtepatte
Jake Bricknell is no stranger to the
Cobourg Cougars lineup, although this
season he finds himself on the other
bench.
The former Cougar, who helped
Cobourg to the national title in the RBC
Cup championship last season, now
wears the “C” for the Aurora Tigers in
his fifth year of junior hockey.
It was Bricknell, familiar with the
Cobourg style of play, who opened the
scoring against his former team on
Friday in the Tigers’ home opener,
potting a clapper from the top of the slot
in front of an attendance of over 500
fans.
From there, Aurora took off, scoring
three more times in the period, en route
to an eventual 7 – 1 win.
It was a fitting decision for the club
celebrating its fiftieth year, kicking
off the evening’s festivities with a
ceremonial puck drop featuring some
Tigers legends as well as those in the pro
hockey spotlight.
Former Maple Leaf Mike Johnson,
as well as Jason Maslakow, known
affectionately by Leafs fans as “Dart
Guy” from April’s playoff run, were on
hand to help out.
Bricknell’s two goals and three assists
helped him maintain the league scoring
lead after the first week of play, adding to
his four-point night against the Cougars
in the first half of their doubleheader
last
Monday
Auroran
Sports. Basebar 2017_Layout 1 2017-04-03

The veteran player seems to have
found immediate chemistry with a
rookie forward in Anthony Romano,
a 16-year-old who is committed to
Clarkson University next season.
Romano and Bricknell have connected
for a number of goals in the first two
games of the season while playing on a
line, with Romano earned two goals and
two assists in Friday’s contest.
“What a line,” said Tigers announcer
Kevin Dean. “(Elijah) Gonsalves,
Romano, and Bricknell will be exciting.”
Bradley Van Schubert, a former
OHLer with the Owen Sound Attack and
Guelph Storm, was cool between the
pipes in making 20 saves on 21 Cobourg
shots.
The convincing win was the second
in a row for the Tigers, who are in
unfamiliar territory after allowing just
two goals over their first two games
against the defending league champions.
A motto of “This Year is Going to
Be Different” is the inspiration for the
Junior A club this year after a disastrous
2016-17 season that saw the Tigers fall to
last in the entire OJHL.
Team owner Jim Thomson and his
staff have taken a veteran approach
with choosing this year’s squad, opting
for seasoned vets including a number of
ex-OHLers over young up-and-comers.
As is the case in junior hockey circles,
a heavy turnover rate has left just four
members of last year’s team on the
roster, in forwards Jacob Kostopolous,
Tyler
Davis,
5:37
PM Page
10 and Steve Maclean, and

defenseman James Thomson, on the
roster.
Aurora
and
the
Newmarket
Hurricanes remain the only unbeaten
teams in the OJHL’s Northeast Division.
The Tigers are in Buffalo on Thursday
for the annual OJHL Showcase, and

return to the Aurora Community Centre
on Friday to host the Trenton Golden
Hawks.
Puck drop is set for 7:30 p.m.
For stats, schedules, and more
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreak.com.

Skills
Development
Ages 6-12
September 14 October 19, 2017

Skating
Development
Ages 6-12
September 12 October 17, 2017

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501
Not for Proﬁt Sports Camp & Retreat Facility Since 1967

Caring for
Our Community
newroads.ca
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Aurora raises over $17,000 for Terry Fox Foundation

d about Magna’s
By Jake Courtepatte
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that have
“Something like this can go on so successfully for so long
st 28 years.
because of the folks that come out year after year to support
said Dawe. “It’s what really does make Aurora such a
only it,”
reason
we
great place to live in.”
neither overwhelming nor obvious.
a non-believer,
first. for
Local band Willin’I was
and Abel
provided the at
soundtrack
the day, as well as the national anthem.
That apparent lack of buzz, combined
Earlier this month, Council entered
to our vision
of
Organizer Darlene Morrison would like to thank all of the
with over a week of forecasts predicting
into
marathon
debate
about a particular
involved
in amaking
the day
a success.
zationsvolunteers
in our
weather threatening to put the kibosh on
ovide services in non-issue; specifically, the non-issue
Participants and volunteers made Sunday’s Terry Fox Run another resounding success.
the entire affair, made it seem like a bit of
roving the quality I wrote about last week. Namely: the
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Fire Fighters’ “Decades of
Dedication” showcased at Centre
Even before Aurora was officially
founded, it has been served by a
committed team of firefighters –
volunteer and otherwise – who have
dedicated themselves to keeping the
public safe.
Their equipment might have changed
over the years, along with their vehicles
and even the kinds of buildings they
are being called to, but their dedication
remains the same.
It is this dedication that is available for
all to see with “Decades of Dedication:
Central York Fire Service,” a new
heritage display at the Cultural Centre
through their Community as Curator
program.
Curated by retired firefighter Rod
Bruton, it showcases the advancement
of fire service in both Aurora and
Newmarket
through
uniforms,
photographs, news articles and other
artefacts he has collected and curated
over the years through his role as
Historian for the Central York Fire
Services (CYFS).
Mr. Bruton began his association with
what is now the CYFS as a volunteer
fire fighter for the Newmarket Fire
Department in 1973, before going full
time two years later.
Even from those early days, Mr.
Bruton was saving odds and ends that
would otherwise be bound for the trash,
hiding his treasures in out-of-the-way
corners of firehalls.
“A lot of people would have just throw
it away, but now we have a great display
in Aurora,” says Mr. Bruton, an active
volunteer with Newmarket’s Elman W.
Campbell Museum, with a chuckle.
When the Aurora and Newmarket
Fire Departments amalgamated in
2002, he was near the top of the heap
when it came to seniority and upon his
retirement in 2006 he was in the midst
of setting up historical displays in the
central Newmarket Station.
“I guess I was just thinking of the
future,” he says of why he held onto so

many artefacts.
The artefacts, however, have proved
handy over the years, providing the
means for many evocative displays held
in conjunction with Central York Fire
Services annual open houses, which
focus on fire prevention.
Not only are these open houses
intended to teach the community the
ins and outs of fire safety in a fun
and interactive way, but they are also
opportunities to highlight its past,
ranging from the artefacts so lovingly
collected by Mr. Bruton to retired
firefighters who have served the
community with distinction.
Every so often, however, these worlds
come together.
A uniform now on display at the
Cultural Centre, for instance, was
worn by Deputy Chief Donny Patrick.
Patrick’s father, Stu, also served in the
Aurora Fire Department, joining back
in 1924. In the 1980s, the third generation
of the Patrick family came aboard and
all three are represented through their
uniforms, photos, and other objects.
“It was hard to get away as a
volunteer,” says Mr. Bruton. “I worked
for Slessor Motors at the time and we
would [be called away with two other
guys and the boss] let us go [to fight a
fire] and then we would come back and
finish the job. Sometimes it was late,
but he knew it was a way of helping our
community.”
Decades of Dedication: Central
York Fire Service will be on display at
the Aurora Cultural Centre through
November 9.
Central York Fire Services will hold
their Annual Open House this Saturday,
September 23, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Station 4-4 located at 1344 Wellington
Street East. This year’s theme is “Every
Second Counts, Plan 2 Ways Out.”
Activities will include a new Fire
Safety and Emergency Preparedness
Simulator, firefighter demonstrations,
as well as a barbeque. Donations will
be accepted for the Hawkins-Gignac
Foundation.

NEW LEASE ON LIFE

– Claire Gerrell, second right, found a “new” treasure to call her own on
Wednesday as the Town of Aurora hosted a “vintage door giveaway” at the Old Library. It was a thinning
out of artefacts from the Town’s Heritage Salvage Program and Ms. Gerrell was joined at the giveaway by
Heritage Advisory Committee member Neil Asselin, Councillor Wendy Gaertner, and Planner Jeff Healey.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Wellington St. E.

Walk-ins welcome
130 Hollidge Blvd.
905-727-6030

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

If you are looking to purchase lighting fixtures
for your home, cottage, condo & more
this is an outstanding opportunity
to save and decorate.
SAVE ON RED-TAGGED
SPECIALS THROUGHOUT
THE SHOWROOM!
Choose from thousands of fixtures
for interior and exterior use.

GENUINE SAVINGS

ON LANDO’S ENTIRE COLLECTIONS OF EXQUISITE LIGHTING FIXTURES

LANDO LIGHTING
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210 CLARENCE ST., BRAMPTON 905.453.6403 905.453.9881

www.landolightinggalleries.ca
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Culture Days
in Town Park

By Shawna White and Michelle Johnson
Aurora Museum & Archives
The Aurora Museum & Archives has planned a wide range of activities for this
year’s Culture Days, which will take place on Saturday, September 30.
The activities include everything from a high-tech scavenger hunt, a music
festival, to a free tour of an international photo exhibition – all conveniently
located in Town Park!
The day will begin in the old Armoury with the launch of our latest online
initiative Hidden Aurora.
This is a web-based mobile scavenger hunt, developed in partnership with
Brainy Games, that sends players on a quest to uncover secrets that are hidden
all around Town. The game will begin promptly at 10.15 a.m. and will run for
approximately one hour. We encourage you to visit hiddenaurora.ca to pre-register.
Next up is the inaugural Trailblazer Music Festival, which is taking over the
Armoury and rounding out our celebration of Town Park 150!
From 12 noon to 2 pm there will be an open mic session followed by live bands
from 3 to 10 pm.
The Trailblazer Music Festival is a partnership between the Aurora Museum &
Archives and Jared Stafford that aims to promote local musicians by showcasing
their original content.
To top the day off, the Town of Aurora is incredibly fortunate to be hosting the
international photo exhibition Making Peace – an outdoor photo exhibition that
will be in Town Park from September 29 – November 19.
As part of our September 30 Culture Days celebration, the curator of the
exhibition, Ashley Woods, will be giving free public tours at 12.30 p.m., 2 p.m., and
4 p.m.
There truly is something for everyone and we hope you’ll join us for our
celebration of Culture Days

“Special” Hoedown is Extraordinary – Two Years Running

Over 1,000 York Region special needs students, not to mention innumerable teachers and care
providers, descended on the Magna Corral on Friday morning for the second annual Student
Hoedown. The brainchild of teachers Derek Bunn and David Pilkey the event featured live
music from Beverley Mahood, Mac Shepherd, and the Top 10 Hoedown Showdown Contestants,
outdoor activities, and a photo booth.
Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Open House
A Taste of Chartwell
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 • 1 - 4 PM
CHARTWELL HOLLANDVIEW TRAIL

CHARTWELL PARK PLACE

200 John West Way
Aurora • 289-648-4099

15055 Yonge Street
Aurora • 289-648-4113

CHARTWELL.COM
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20 community groups
will share in the $534,000
proceeds brought in
through the 2017 Magna Hoedown, which
took over the big top on
Wellington Street East.
The 29th Hoedown was
a two day affair which
kept revellers partying into the night. (Top
Row) The event would
not be possible without hundreds of volunteers. The party takes a
romantic turn. Magna
founder Frank Stronach
is flanked by Mike Rathke
of MR Menswear and the
Neighbourhood Network
team. Attendees donned
their best Western duds.
(Second Row) Headliner Tom Cochrane. Performers Dani Strong and
Chad Brownlee. Dancers
Patrick Derry and Kelly
Stacey of Artistica Ballroom Dance Studios.
(Third Row) Councillor
John Abel and wife Tracy. (Bottom Row) There
was plenty of food for the
masses. Local Optimist
Clubs banded together
to form one of this year’s
20 community partners.
Auroran photos by
Glenn Rodger

Thousands join York Region’s biggest party

Did you know
these are household
hazardous waste?
September 30, 11 am - 3 pm

When no longer needed, pressurized
gas containers become household
hazardous waste.

Ansnorveldt Park, 18997 Dufferin St.

HOLLAND MARSH

SOUPFEST
events@king.ca

Household hazardous waste does not belong
in the garbage, in your blue box or down the
drain. It should be brought to a depot location
where it will be disposed of safely.

For more information on what household
hazardous waste is and where to drop it off
please visit york.ca/hhw or call 1-866-665-6752
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International outdoor exhibition to call Town Park home this fall
From page 1
Crisis.
Now, his legacy and those of other
Nobel laureates and peacemakers will
soon be celebrated here in Aurora with
an expansive outdoor installation,
the latest stop in the Making Peace
Exhibition.

B

Making its way around the world,
Making Peace is now installed in
Toronto through September 24. After
stops in Brazil, Italy, Belgium, South
Africa, Bosnia and Sweden, among other
locations, it is set to open at Town Park
on September 29 just in time for Aurora
Culture Days, staying in place until the
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Plumbing Service
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905-727-3210

One of the iconic images of peace which will be showcased in the incoming “Making Peace” exhibition.

www.bobsplumbing.ca
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

How much are
you paying for
financial advice?
Brendan Black
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com
RBC Dominion Securities
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd floor
Aurora, ON L4G 1N1

As an investor, it’s important that the services you
receive are worth the fees you pay. Ask yourself:
• Do I know what I pay for investment advice?
• Am I getting good value?
• Do I understand how my advisor is compensated?
If you answered “no” to any of the above,
contact Brendan Black today for a complimentary
second opinion on your portfolio.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian
Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal
Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2017. All rights
reserved. 17_90409_H7L_003

MR. GRANITE

COMPLETE KITCHEN 7990
$

• QUARTZ COUNTER TOPS
• COMPLETE CABINETS
PlusFREE HOOD FAN
300 Wellington Street East Unit #4 Aurora

647-778-9696 www.mrgranite.ca

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $95
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
Battery Replacement
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60

Supplied photo

snow starts to fly.
Event organizers Shawna White and
Councillor John Abel received the last
bit of funding they needed to make the
local event a reality after Council voted
to grant them $7,000 from Council’s
Contingency Fund to augment the $5,000
already secured in private sponsorships.
Even before they had secured the
final piece of the cash puzzle, however,
they were already excited to bring
to Town Park what Councillor Abel
describes as “the most important public
art exhibition we have ever done in
Aurora.”
Making Peace has been touring since
it was unveiled in Geneva in 2010.
It is built around the “Five Colours
of Peace” symbolizing Disarmament
& Non-Violence; Conflict Prevention &
Resolution; Economic & Social Justice;
Human Rights, Law & Democracy;
and Environment & Sustainable
Development.
“While there are many meanings
and definitions of peace, we believe
there are five main elements that go
together to form peace and, and they
can be represented by five colours,” say
the developers. “Only by bringing these
five elements together can we create
sustainable peace.”
The photo exhibition consists of 100
panels featuring 124 photographs from
110 photographers, and a total of 11,000
words.
“It has been a whirlwind because we
literally just found out about it [this
summer],” says Ms. White. “The curator
came up and walked through Town
Park, we talked about it, and now we
are working with the Aurora Cultural
Centre, who have agreed to host the
opening for it on Wednesday, October
4. Now we have the logistics of how we
are getting it here and having all the
contingencies in place.”
They have given themselves a week
from the time the exhibition arrives on
September 25 to work out all the kinks
before it is opened to the public.
Scouting locations, in the mind of Ms.
White and Councillor Abel, there was
really only one ideal location for Making
Peace, that being Town Park. After all,
she says, it is celebrating its own 150th
Birthday this year and is just a stone’s
throw from where Pearson attended
school.
“Town Park is a coming-together

We just want people
to come together
and realise that we’re
not that different from
each other, that we all
want those basic human
things. It spurs
a discussion.
place and this, being of peace and what
it means from a global perspective, that
conversation can happen in Town Park
where people can come together,” says
Ms. White. “It just seemed like a natural
fit.”
If all goes according to plan,
including sponsorship, the aim is
to have everything ready by Friday,
September 29, coinciding with Aurora
Culture Days.
The October opening, however, is set
to be a more formal affair.
The curator of the Making Peace
exhibition has been in talks with a
granddaughter of Lester B. Pearson to
be present as Guest of Honour at the
opening and share recollections of the
man, as well as some of his mementos
with the audience.
“It is nice because not only is he the
only Canadian to have won the Nobel
Peace Prize, he also spent time here,”
says Ms. White. “The opening is going to
be in the building he actually attended
school in for a number of years. We
just want people to come together and
realise that we’re not that different from
each other, that we all want those basic
human things. It spurs a discussion.
We’re going to try to organize some
seminars and lectures while it is here
and just talk about issues that are in our
own community.
“New Canadians are now part of
the Aurora Story and we would like to
capture their stories and for people to
just be aware that we are now a global
society and things are going on in
other parts of the world we can’t turn
a blind eye to. We have to be aware and
supportive of those who have gone
through [turmoil] and they are here in
our community.”

We handle any
type of repair,
including
water damage,
on all brands of
phones.

Facebook: 416FoneFix
Instagram: 416FoneFix

burton_brown@hotmail.com

(905) 715-0169
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YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

The Newmarket Prostate Cancer Support
Group will host their regular meeting today
from 7 – 9 p.m. at the Newmarket Seniors’
Meeting Place (472 Davis Drive, Halls 4 & 5).
Ruth Barker, Regional Lead, Person-Centred
Care Patient & Family Advisory Committee
Stronach Cancer Centre, will be conducting a
virtual tour of the facility. Everyone is welcome.
For further information, call 908-895-1975.

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce and the
Town of Aurora will co-host a Town Hall on
Bill 148 – Fair Workplace, Better Jobs. This is
a free event to learn how this bill is expected
to impact local businesses and share your
thoughts on how the proposed bill will affect
you and your business. Special guest: Ashley
Challinor, Director of Policy, Ontario Chamber
of Commerce. 7 – 9 p.m. Council Chambers.

Join local firefighters and volunteers at
Central York Fire Services’ annual Open House
at Station 4-4 at 1344 Wellington Street East.
Check out fire trucks, explore our new Fire
Safety and Emergency Preparedness Simulator,
participate in games and activities, watch
firefighter demonstrations, get important fire
safety tips, learn how to prepare for emergencies
and so much more! Firefighters will be serving
refreshments and cooking up hot dogs for
all to enjoy. Donations will be accepted with
all proceeds directed to the Hawkins-Gignac
Foundation.

The Aurora Cultural Centre will host Call To
Action #83: REVEAL. Come and take part in this
celebration – smudge, receive a tobacco prayer
tie and strawberries which are the symbol
of reconciliation. Bring your rattle and hand
drum. Be prepared to actively participate in the
Call to Action #83, REVEAL, or simply come and
have the opportunity to listen to the artists of
this visionary and important exhibition. All are
welcome. 5 – 8.30 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

****

Etsy York Region will host a “Made in
Canada” market today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the Aurora Cultural Centre featuring artists,
designers, crafters, DIY workshops and more.
ETSY York Region is bringing back the crew
for our second Made In Canada for the York
Region area! For more information, visit
etsyyorkregion.com.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona
Alleslev will host a Tax Fairness Town Hall
today from 12 noon to 2 p.m. in The Magna Room
of the Aurora Public Library. “Earlier this
summer our govenment launched a consultation
on proposals to address tax advantages in
Canada,” say organizers. “Over the summer
MP Alleslev has spoken with many community
members in Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill
about this topic and it is necessary to have an
open dialogue where people can share their
ideas, concerns, and proposals on tax fairness.
Join us to discuss how our Federal Government
proposes to bring greater fairness to the tax
system. Our business community, tax advisors,
and all Canadians are encouraged to attend and
share your perspectives about the proposals to
address tax fairness. “

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

sales@promotionalmarketing.ca
905.841.0916

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7

GranAurora is pleased to present Ted
Barris, award-winning journalist, broadcaster,
and the author of eighteen non-fiction books
who will be discussing his book, “The Great
Escape: A Canadian Story.” This event will be
held at the Aurora Cultural Centre this evening
with doors opening at 6.45 for refreshments
and shopping at our marketplace. Author event
begins at 7.30 p.m. Tickets are $20. Contact
granaurora4114@gmail.com or call Lenore
Pressley at 905-727-9235 for more information.
Books available for sale will be provided by
Blue Heron Books.

CROSSWORD

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Chefs from across Aurora will participate
in the eighth annual Empty Bowls fundraiser
at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Proceeds from
the day will be donated to Welcoming Arms
and Inn From the Cold. Patrons can enjoy
gourmet soups and breads prepared by local
chefs served in some of the 500 handmade soup
bowls created by members of the Pine Tree
Potters’ Guild. After the meal, patrons will
take home their chosen bowl. Tickets will be
on sale on a first come first served basis the
week of September 13 from Meridian Credit
Union on Wellington Street West. Early lunch:
11.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Late lunch: 1.30 – 3 p.m.
Tickets for are $50 for each sitting. Organizers
anticipate this will be a sold-out event.

Kelly

Spa

Massage

$25/30min
$45/60min

RMT $65/60min

www.kellyspa.com | 905-503-5588

302 Wellington Street E Unit 2
(inside Tim Horton’s Plaza)

25

Years
in Business

MENNONITE HAND-CRAFTED
SOLID WOOD CUSTOM DESIGNED
Choice of Stains/Delivery & Set-Up

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

UMBERS

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

Kathy van Nostrand CGA
kathy@kvncga.ca

Helping Business &
Individuals minimize taxes
for over 30 Years

Brian Roberts CGA,LPA
brian@kvncga.ca

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

905.727.8046

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

ALUE BEYOND
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OPEN

DIRECTORY

FOR
BUSINESS

Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO
York Region

Why take a
gas-guzzler?

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00
Call 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com ecolimoyorkregion.com

Shirley Jean Limousine

HR
Book Your

DIRECTORY
Denture
Clinic

FREE

CONSULTATION
Seniors Discount
Today

905•841•6000

Classic Limousine Service

AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Mobile: 289-221-0030

CLEANERS

Why take a chance...

go with who you know!

(905) 841-6243

www.mollymaid.ca

• Full & Partial Dentures
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning
While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums
• All Insurance Plans Accepted

NO DENTIST
REFERRAL NEEDED
OPEN
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Landscaping
& Renovating
Fencing
Decking
Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

TREE
CARE

(647) 668 4949

zlr.ca

Pruning • Removals
Consulting • Bracing • EAB
647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

• interlock/pavers
• decks/fences
• retaining walls
• natural stone
• flagstone
• bobcat services

• Concrete Patio • Waterproofing
• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Windows
• Doors Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

Residential / Commercial

3 Years Written Warranty

Benjamin Moore Paint
12+ Years Experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

www.everlastpainters.ca

3 Years

416-892-1805

Written Warranty

866-952-0146

CARLINg PROPANE INC.

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

ROOFING

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

DECKS

DECKS

Proudly serving York Region

by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail
{wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

See the difference 32
35 years of experience makes

YOUR LOCAL KING CITY CONTRACTOR
Call 905-773-7466
for your quote today!

PAINTING

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

1 (800) 295 0971
We provide a variety of services

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE • DELIVERY

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com
• Refinishing
• Sales
Installation
• Service
Re-sanding
Reﬁ•nishing
• Sales • Installation
•• Service
Re-sanding
• Refi
Installation
Service

Joe Harrison

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

1.844.732.7575
1.844.732.7575

BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide.

25 yrs. experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

PROPANE

info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com
8575
Keele
#5-6,
Concord,
ONL3Z
L4K4E2
3P4
1153
Canal St.
Road,
Bradford,
ON.
Re-sanding
•
•
Re-sanding •• Refinishing
Refinishing •• Sales
Sales
• Installation
Installation
• Service
Service

J.N.H. CONTRACTING

PAINTING

SUNSET BEECH

8575 Keele St. #5-6,
Concord,
ON
3P4
Concord,
ONSt.L4K
L4K
3P4
8575 Keele
#5-6,
info@pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com
Concord, ON L4K 3P4
www.pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

CONTRACTOR

www.acmovingstorage.ca

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING
1.844.732.7575

hardwood
•• laminate
•• stairs
granite
hardwood
laminate ••• carpet
carpet
stairs •••granite
granite
hardwood
• laminate
carpet • stairs
porcelain
•
tiles
•
washrooms
•
kitchens
porcelain
•
tiles
•
washrooms
•
kitchens
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406

PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL DENTURE SERVICES IN AURORA

1.844.732.7575
1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6,

Re-sanding

• Heated Units
• Packaging & Storage
Supplies (Buy or Rent)
• 24 Hr Monitored Security
• Video Surveillance
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage

Personalized
Cosmetic
Dentures

Zonta

Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

MOVING

DENTURE CLINIC

KARATE
NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON (No Frills & Staples Plaza)

SKYLIGHTS
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?
• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

Call Joe at any time 416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

CREMATION

INC.

www.brightskylights.ca

WATER

10% OFF
goods and services
if you bring in this ad

Complete cremation service for $2,205.
CALL TODAY

• FREE WATER TEST
bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!

aurora@northernkarate.com
905-726-8886
aurora@northernkarate.com

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

Call Today

905-751-0845

reverse osmosis water.

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do...
Advertise in Aurora’s
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 Ext. 102

This could be
your spot
Call to advertise:
905-727-3300 x 102
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THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facility from Arthur immediately
requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butchers
with a minimum of 2 to 3 years of direct
hands on experience in meat cutting and
processing. Duties include cutting and sectioning of meat, skinning and removing
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and
preparing for wholesale and retail sales.
HS diploma or equivalent required. Positions offered are permanent full time and
salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT
after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person
at 7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email
at joea@abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519848-2793 or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.
M E R C U R Y
DINER Line Cook:
Experienced
&
Reliable.
Including prep-work.Call
Alex at 905 713 1600
or 416 488 6096

PA R T
TIME
PRIVATE SCHOOL
VAN
DRIVER.
Good
d r iv ing
record.
Police check. Perfer Class F or B
license. 1.5 hrs. in the
morning - 1.5 hrs. in
afternoon. Call Dan
289-231-9818.

SERVICES

HOW SAFE
IS YOUR JOB?
Start building your
business today!
Supplement your income
by working part-time.
You set your own hours.
Ask me how!
Call Ruth Greaves at
1-888-240-4767

NOTICE

REGISTERED RECES required for local
school aged child care centres in Aurora.
Must have experience working with children ages 4-12 years. Available for part
time split shift Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am
and 3 - 6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.
com.
FOR RENT

FOR SALE

OFFICE SPACE TO
RENT: Downtown
Yonge St. Ample
Parking. For information call Telly. 905
-717-4073.

S H E E P S K I N
COAT –
Danier
100%sheepskin
coat.
Perfect
condition. Only
worn twice. Best offer. For more information and to view
905-727-6497.

C O N S T RU C TION
COMPANY LOOKING for
experienced, knowledgable,
on-site
supervisor for the
York Region area.
Please email resume
to: stepheno@intercityrealty.com fax:
905-597-0493 office:
905-597-0227.

L A R G E
FILING CABINET
4 drawers, with coat
hanger. $100 obo.
905-960-4721.

JoiN oUr TeAM!
Service AdviSor

(includes carpet, pad & install)

The successful incumbent has customer service
experience, is detail oriented, and can multi-task in a
busy environment. Experience in a service department
is preferred.

Call Steve

877.759.8179

carpetdeals.ca

SAleS coNSUlTANT

Office tO rent

Motivated individual who knows how to build rapport
and will represent the brand professionally. Apply today
& make money tomorrow! OMVIC license required.

PriMe LOcAtiOn On MAin Street
in SheLburne
Share with media company.
clean, renovated office.
rent includes all utilities.
call 519-925-2832 or 519-216-1021

Ontario Court of Justice

COURT LOCATIONS:
Barrie (1)
Barrie (Bilingual-1)
Brampton (3)
Cornwall (1)
Dryden (1)

London (1)
Oshawa (1)
Ottawa (Bilingual-1)
Peterborough (1)
Sault Ste. Marie (1)

Timmins* (1)
Timmins (Bilingual-1)
Toronto (7)

Please check www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/jpaac/advertisements
for an updated listing of advertised vacancies.
At the request of the Attorney General and in accordance with the Justices of the Peace
Act, the Justices of the Peace Appointments Advisory Committee invites applications
for vacant Justice of the Peace positions in the Province of Ontario.
A Justice of the Peace is an independent judicial officer who presides in court over
various proceedings under federal and provincial statutes. Applicants must meet
minimum qualifications as set out in the Justices of the Peace Act.
The Justices of the Peace Appointments Advisory Committee reviews and evaluates
applications and classifies candidates as “Not Qualified”, “Qualified” or “Highly
Qualified”. Classifications are reported to the Attorney General, who recommends
candidates for Order-in-Council appointments to the Ontario Court of Justice.
In addition to reflecting the diversity of Ontario’s population, applicants should also
display the fundamental skills and abilities, personal characteristics and community
awareness attributes set out in the Committee’s General Selection Criteria.

CARPET
I have 1000’s
of yards of new
100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom
& hall for as little as
$389.00

Ontario Energy Commission de l’énergie
Board
de l’Ontario

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE VACANCIES

For more job details, visit our Employment
Opportunities page at finesford.ca. All applications
are confidential. Email your resume to careers@
finesfordlincoln.ca, Attention: Katie Fines, HR Manager.

Join our Team!

Bilingual positions require a high degree of proficiency in English as well as a superior
level of oral and written proficiency in French. As First Nations people comprise a large
percentage of the population in the areas being serviced by the court in Timmins*,
we especially encourage people of Indigenous heritage and people with an in-depth
understanding of Indigenous communities and the issues affecting those communities
to apply for this vacancy.
For detailed information about the vacancies noted above, minimum qualifications
and the General Selection Criteria, the required application form, and the Committee’s
process, please visit the website of the Justices of the Peace Appointments Advisory
Committee at www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/jpaac.
Applications for current vacancies must be submitted on the current prescribed
application form and received by 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 11, 2017.
Applications received after this date WILL NOT be considered.
PLEASE NOTE: Future vacancies and deadlines for applications will
be posted on the Committee’s website as they occur. Interested
individuals can receive e-mail notification of vacancies by registering at
www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/jpaac/advertisements/registration.
Pour voir cette annonce en français, consulter le site Web du Comité à
www.ontariocourts.ca/ocj/fr/jpaac/annonces.

Freelance Reporter

for Local Community Newspaper
TM

fresh market

NOW HIRING
Permanent Full Time Positions

KING CITY

•

VAUGHAN

Now Hiring Sous Chefs, Prep Cooks, Line Cooks,
Pizza Cooks,` Servers, and MORE!

Apply in-store, or email resume to
careers@coppas.com
At Coppa’s Fresh Market, we know that employees are very important
to building a successful business and giving our customers the best
shopping experience possible.
We take pride in being a very special place for our customers to shop
and our employees to work. That’s why we offer an exciting workplace
with opportunities to grow, learn and share.
If you love creating an exceptional shopping experience
and are driven by excellence then we want
to hear from you. Come grow your
career with us.
WWW.COPPAS.COM

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter
with a passion for community news.
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness
to cover local community events and issues.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Freelance reporting work for weekly
community newspapers and special projects
• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover
• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Take photographs
• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle
• Reporting experience an asset
• An interest in local issues is a necessity,
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Let’s Talk.
1700 King Road KING CITY, Ontario
416-736-6606 x301
3300 Rutherford Road VAUGHAN, Ontario

Interested and qualified
candidates should forward
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com
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In a world ﬁlled
with Facebook posts,
Tweets, Instagrams
and Snapchats, we
still feel the best way
to connect socially is
with one of our beers!
Authentically social.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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START
YOUR
JOURNEY
TODAY AT

CDS

The Country Day School has been
part of the fabric of King since 1972.
While our facilities and population have
grown exponentially since then, our
faculty and staff continue to provide the
same warm and nurturing atmosphere
that has always defined CDS. It is within
this wonderful sense of community that
our students thrive and learn. Come
see for yourself what we mean by an
education with balance.

CDS offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational
environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
Join us for an upcoming Open House:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14
10am-1pm
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26
7-9pm
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16
9-11am
Or contact us today to book a personal tour at
905 833 1972 or admissions@cds.on.ca

www.cds.on.ca

CDS_KWS Gatefold_Front_2017-09-18_FINAL.indd 1
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CDS
QUICK FACTS
760

STUDENTS ENROLLED
IN GRADES JK-12

100
ACRE CAMPUS
IN KING

17

AVERAGE
CLASS SIZE

79

CDS GRADUATES IN THE
CLASS OF 2017

99

%

UNIVERSITY ACCEPTANCE
FOR THE CLASS OF 2017

66

ATHLETIC TEAMS COMPETE
ACROSS 20 SPORTS

3

DRAMATIC PRODUCTIONS
EACH YEAR

40+

CLUBS AND
EXTRACURRICULARS

365

DAYS OF SUMMER IN
THE SPORTS DOME

1500
ALUMNI
WORLDWIDE

OUR VISION

The Country Day School is committed to offering
a superior educational experience that is
sensitive to the needs of each student, enables
learning and equips students for life.
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