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Residents demand action to curb 
speeders on Kennedy & Mavrinac

By Brock Weir

Dismal feedback from surveys 
conducted by the Town almost led to a 
pilot project to install speed cushions 
on five traffic problem areas being 
kicked to the curb, but residents turned 
out in droves calling for action.

“This is democracy in action,” said 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner at last 
week’s General Committee meeting, 
responding to several residents who 
came forward demanding the pilot 
project go ahead.

In the end, Council – in a decision that 
is set to be ratified this week – rejected 
staff  recommendations to bin the pilot 

project in favour of  going ahead with 
the project on Kennedy Street West and 
leaving the door open to more streets 
in the near future, including Mavrinac 
Boulevard.

“It is basically a runway from 
Bathurst to Yonge Street,” said Gilberto 
Pesegi, a resident of  Kennedy Street 
West, who delegated to Council with 
an extensive list of  signatures from his 
Kennedy Street neighbours in favour 
of  speed cushions. “According to my 
neighbours, they have tried numerous 
times to have speed bumps installed 
and that has been turned down by the 
Town. For what reason, I have no idea.”

After speaking with many 

Councillors, Mr. Pesegi said he went 
door to door, contacting every resident 
of  Kennedy Street with his petition 
reaching what he estimated was 98 per 
cent of  the community.

“Everyone I spoke to was in complete 
agreement that speeding was a problem 
on our street and something had to be 
done,” he said, addressing why there 
might have been a poor response to the 
Town’s survey as well as to a public 
open house which staff  noted brought 
out just two Aurorans. “They said it 
was a lost cause for them, like it as 
a waste of  their time. Some of  them 
have been there for 30 or 40 years and 

Yonge Street parking proposal 
hits roadblock

By Brock Weir

A pilot project championed by Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe that would have tested out 
a new on-street parking system for 
Yonge Street from Wellington in the 
north to Kennedy Street in the south, 
hit a significant road block last week.

Councillors, sitting at the 
Committee Level, voted down the plan, 
which would have seen this section of  
Yonge Street reduced to a single lane 
in each direction with the remaining 
lane on either side dedicated to on-
street parking. 

The intent of  the proposal, said 

Mayor Dawe, is to create “a people-
friendly space” to change the 
streetscape, but the majority of  Council 
said they had too many questions for it 
to continue. Their decision to nix the 
plan is set to come forward to Council 
for final ratification this week.

“If  you look at some of  the concepts 
of  people-friendly cities, it is people, 
transit, bicycles and cars,” said Mayor 
Dawe, outlining the potential of  the 
plan, which would have provided 
“bump outs” onto the sidewalks for area 
businesses, particularly restaurants 
and cafes, to have patio areas dotting 

By Brock Weir

There must be something organic 
in Aurora that nurtures artists, opine 
photographer Angela Durante Dukat 
and painter Meredith Blunt. 

When each woman moved to Aurora 
with their families, neither of  them 
had any idea there were “dozens 
and dozens” of  artists each working 
out of  their homes, waiting for the 
occasional yearly group art show to 
make connections and get beneath the 
surface of  what makes each other tick.

Highland
The Experience You Deserve

Automotive Professionals

905-727-9444
15783 YONGE ST., AURORA AUTO CAMPUS 

www.highlandgm.com

Serving Aurora 
and Surrounding Area 

For More Than 45 YEARS!
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The Experience You Deserve

Automotive Professionals

CHEEK TO CHEEK – Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School student Sahal Siddiqui swabs the inside of his cheek as student volunteer Felipe Rivera-Marinan 
looks on at last week’s “Swabbing with the Stars” event at the school. The yearly event, spearheaded by Williams’ Peer Mentor team, aims to sign up as many 
people from the community as possible to the National Bone Marrow Donor Registry, carrying on the legacy of young Sarah Watkin, who lost her battle with  
leukemia.                 Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

  Briefly

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

Young Aurora historian prepares  
to retrace Canada’s steps  
in the World Wars

By Brock Weir

24-year-old Robert Revington gets a 
certain charge whenever he takes one 
particular wooden club in his hands. 

Too small to be a baseball bat and but 
just too big to fit in a pocket, it is fairly 
non-descript except for a few black 
studs dotting the head that catch the 
light just so. 

Cracked due to age, you might not 
notice it, but it is an object rich in 
family lore: it is a club used by his great-
grandfather, Ben Johnston, during 
trench raids while fighting at the Battle 
of  Vimy Ridge. 

A soldier who was lucky enough to 
survive the decisive Canadian victory 
before being wounded the following 
August and coming back home, his story 
just might have planted a few seeds in 
the mind of  his great-grandson, who is 
now studying for his Masters in History 
at McMaster University. 

Now these seeds have germinated 
with Robert preparing to leave Canada 
for a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
as just one of  12 Canadian students 
selected for this year’s study tour 
hosted by the Canadian Battlefields 
Foundation from May 27 through June 
12. 

The Canadian Battlefields 
Foundation was founded in 1992 to 
raise awareness of  Canada’s role in 
the Second World War and each year 
students from a variety of  universities 
are selected to visit these historical 
steps and highlight soldiers who have 
served King and Country. 

“It was very exciting when I got the 
phone call,” says Robert, a graduate of  
Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School. 
“I am certainly lucky McMaster has 
a great history program because it is 

a very competitive process. You have 
to have good references for a trip like 
this. Part of  the interest is my great-
grandfather and grandfather both 
served – my great-grandfather in places 
like Vimy and my grandfather [Stuart 
Revington, who turned 90 last year] and 
visiting places where he was. It was an 
opportunity to see family history and 
learn a lot.”

Robert highlighted this family 
history during the application 
process, as well as some of  his own 
life experiences. Over a year ago, he 
had the chance to study abroad for 
one semester, spending his time in 
Jerusalem and living just across the 
street from the British cemetery for 
those killed during the First World War.

“It left quite an impression on me 
and it made me more interested in the 
Canadian context,” says Robert, who, 
as part of  this program’s learning 
component, will focus on the life of  
Canadian Victoria Cross recipient 
Frederick William Hall, one of  three 
VC recipients hailing from Winnipeg’s 
storied Valour Road. “We will be 
going to Vimy, Dieppe, Ypres, the 
Somme, and Passchendaele, but one 
of  the most exciting parts of  it is we 
get to participate in ceremonies on 
Normandy Beach on June 6, which is a 
great opportunity.

“It is hard to say what might go 
through my mind without actually 
doing it, but it is one thing to read 
about particular battles in books; to 
see the sites themselves makes it feel 
real in a way that you can’t get from a 
classroom.”

For more about the Canadian 
Battlefields Foundation, visit www.cbf-
fccb.ca. 

Robert Revington, who is completing his Masters in History at McMaster University, shows off the club 
wielded by his great-grandfather during trench raids at Vimy Ridge, ahead of his departure this week for 
Europe. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Fair Dance
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grades 6-8

New Attractionthis year!!!
Sat., May 28

7:00 p.m.

CELEBRATE 10th ANNIVERSARY OF 
EVERGREEN CHOIR

Aurora’s own Seniors Evergreen Choir will 
mark its 10th anniversary this Saturday, May 28, 
with a special concert at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. 
“Keep On Singing”, the 10th Anniversary Concert, 
gets underway at 2.30 p.m. Doors open at 2 p.m. at 
90 John West Way. The Choir, under the direction 
of  Dr. Richard Heinzle, with accompanist Hadara 
Jacoby invite the entire community to come out for 
the afternoon. Tickets are $5, and children under 14 
are free but need a ticket. For more information, call 
905-726-4767.

REGION INVESTS IN SOUTHLAKE
York Regional Council approved over $14 million 

to fund local hospital construction last week, over $2 
million of  which will go towards Southlake Regional 
Health Centre. This capital funding is determined 
annually and is based on forecasted population 
growth and the hospital’s ability to reduce patient-
offload delays, or the ability to reduce the time 
required for paramedics to transfer patients into 
hospital care, said the Region. “York Region is one 
of  the fastest-growing municipalities in Canada 
and we must do everything we can to ensure that 
quality health care is there for everyone, where and 
when they need it,” said York Region Chair Wayne 
Emmerson.

SPRING FOREST FESTIVAL
If  you’d like to take a walk in the woods this 

weekend, head eest to Whitchurch-Stouffville where 
York Region will host the annual Spring Forest 
Festival. Events get underway on Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., rain or shine, at the Hollidge Tract 
(16389 Highway 48). Activities include a tour of  a 
new eco-building, horse drawn wagon rides, snakes 
and free tree seedlings. For more information, visit 
www.york.ca/forestevents.
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Growing up in what was once the 
wilds of  Newmarket, we had a fairly 
common weekday routine.

During the winter months, the 
alarm would go off  while it was still 
dark outside, one would trundle 
downstairs for a bowl of  cereal in 
front of  the TV before getting ready 
for school.

Cereal was always the order of  the 
day and the diet on TV was just as 
steady: the potent combo of  Bewitched 
and I Dream of  Jeannie, followed by 
Care Bears and the Mighty Morphin 
Power Rangers. Yes, it was eclectic 
fare, but it always seemed to work 
to provide some get-up-and-go for 
someone too young to drink coffee.

From the time I was a kid, there was 
one episode of  Bewitched that stuck 
out in my head. In this particular 
episode, Samantha takes on one of  
Derwood’s clients, joining other local 
mothers in a battle to save a local park 
from development.

It wasn’t the plot that stuck with 
me, but the mantra from the women 
Sam had to overcome: “you can’t fight 
city hall.”

Even at that age, I questioned why 
that phrase seemed ubiquitous in our 
culture. It didn’t seem likely, yet as I 
grew up and became more conscious 
of  the municipal, provincial and 
federal spheres, I saw with increasing 
alarm that people still held that adage 
to be true.

It was a disappointing realization; 
after all, we as residents elect our 
representatives.

Therefore, it is our fight. We pick 
our team and send them out, dukes 
up, to tackle the issue of  the day. 
As the collective team captains, we 
theoretically had the ability to send 
our players into the corner, bench 
them, or give them a pat on the back. 

As an observer of  the municipal 
realm, I am glad to see the “you can’t 
fight city hall” state of  mind is, in some 
respects, giving way to grassroots 
activism.

This is in evidence fairly often in the 
Council chamber, particularly when 
it is an issue that hits close to home, 
such as issues related to the safety of  
children, the ease in which one can get 
around Town, and, with the exception 
of  budget meetings, how a particular 
decision might impact their bottom 
line.

However, if  last week’s General 
Committee meeting is any indication, 
there is still a fair bit of  work to be 
done in order to consign the “you can’t 
fight city hall” mindset into the annals 
of  history where it belongs.

“They said it was a lost cause for 
them, like it is a waste of  their time,” 
said Kennedy Street resident Gilberto 
Pesegi on why his neighbours did not 
readily come forward to advocate for 
speed cushions, or any other form of  
traffic calming measure, on their busy 
southwest Aurora street. “Some of  
them have been there for 30 or 40 years 
and nothing has been done.”

This insight into the attitudes 
apparently permeating the 
neighbourhood were concerning 
on several fronts. First, Kennedy 
Street West was just one of  five 
streets being examined for a speed 
cushion pilot project with the balance 
representing just about every growing 
neighbourhood in Aurora and a public 
meeting on the subject brought out a 
whopping two residents.

Second, what Mr. Pesegi said is true, 
the apparently resigned attitudes of  
his neighbours is likely a reason as 
any why residents weren’t exactly 
breaking down the doors of  Town Hall 
to say whether or not they wanted 
speed bumps, humps, or cushions to 
control traffic on their streets. 

But, going door-to-door, Mr. Pesegi 
said he found that the appetite for 
change on Kennedy Street was indeed 
there. When he went house to house 
with his petition he found there 
was a significant buy-in from his 
neighbours. Yet, surveys conducted by 
the Town demonstrated otherwise. 

In the eyes of  the Town’s Department 
of  Infrastructure, by going door-to-
door, Mr. Pesegi has become what is 
termed as a “community champion” 
to lead a survey process bringing 
information forward to municipal 
staff  for further action. What he 
was able to do by going door-to-door, 
achieved far more than a letter mailed 
out to residents in the area with a 
survey to be filled out and submitted 
back to Town Hall.

His results indicated the buy-in 
from the community far exceeds the 
70 per cent threshold maintained by 
the Town that is the litmus test on 
whether or not such proposed changes 
have the required backing from the 
neighbourhood.

“If  there is a local champion who 
can comply with policy requirements 
and provide those thresholds of  70 

per cent of  the requirements, then 
that provides us with additional 
information that we don’t have 
available to us.”

But, at the end of  the day, why should 
projects such as these be contingent 
on residents like Mr. Pesegi to take 
time out of  his or her workday to 
conduct surveys to affect change with 
an issue that is already winding its 
way through the halls of  government?

It has been demonstrated decisively, 
time and time again, that these 
survey mail-outs just do not work, 
and they haven’t in my over six years 
of  covering municipal politics in the 
Town of  Aurora. Yet, staff  keep going 
back to the well, dusting off  the old 
methodology, and relying on Canada 
Post and residents taking the time – 
and finding the time – to complete a 
survey and send it back in order to 
gauge the pulse of  the community.

If  the old methodology is not 
working, it is not a matter of  
reinventing the wheel; it is a matter of  
dusting off  an even older methodology: 
going out for a few hours, knocking on 
doors, ringing bells, and making the 
effort to have face-to-face interactions 
with the people who potentially 
impacted the most by whatever project 
hanging in the balance. 

It shouldn’t be left up to the 
residents to become “champions” for 
a cause that has been put in motion by 
Council.

Councillor Tom Mrakas summed it 
up well last week:

“We all go door-to-door and we all 
know how difficult it is to go door-to-
door,” he said. “We all do it. We talk 
about communications and everything 
and I just think [by] sending out a 
letter, we’re failing. It doesn’t take 
long to pick a street, go out there, have 
staff  go out there for one day for a 
couple of  hours. I do it. It is not that 
long. Get the actual responses from 
the residents, come back here and we 
can have a true response of  what is 
going on.”

By the end of  last week’s discussion, 
Councillor Gaertner pointed out 
that their decision to cast aside the 
recommendation to nix the speed 
cushion pilot on Kennedy Street and 
forge ahead with it was “democracy 
in action” and that is indeed the 
case. Hopefully, this success is taken 
to heart by the residents of  Kennedy 
Street, and dispels views held by so 
many and that you can indeed fight 
city hall. 

But it’s not the neighbours who 
should be entering the ring.
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Fort Mac concert raised over 
$3,600 for Red Cross

On Monday, May 16, the York 
Regional Police Male Chorus held a 
fundraising concert on behalf  of  the 
Fort McMurray Wildfire Victims at St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School 
in Aurora.

There were approximately 150 that 
attended and a total of  $3,675 was 
received in donations.

The donations have been turned over 
to the Canadian Red Cross.

Our chorus would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the following:  the 
Administration and Caretaking staff  
at St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High 
School for their generosity in allowing 
us the use of  their auditorium on such 
short notice; Bob Ince, the General 
Manager of  The Auroran newspaper 
for an advertisement to make the 
community aware of  the concert; 
88.5 “the Jewel” radio station for 
announcing the event and the results 
the following day; York Regional Police 
for their support by printing posters 
on short notice, the members of  the 
Male Chorus for their participation in 
the event and most of  all those from 
Aurora and surrounding communities 
that attended.

It was a great feeling for our members 
to be able to help our fellow Canadians 
in western Canada as they now prepare 
to rebuild their lives!   

 
Superintendent Lowell McClenny (Retired) 

Volunteer Supervisor
York Regional Police Male Chorus

(Re: Brock’s Banter, May 12)

I’m a 34 year resident of  Newmarket 
but grew up in Toronto.

Now retired, I was in high school 
when the Flag Flap was in full swing.

I strongly supported the call for a 
new flag then and like the current flag, 
but I preferred the version with the 
blue side bars.

As a country, we survived the change 
in flag and maybe now is the time 
to support a change in the national 
anthem.

The Maple Leaf  Forever is not only 
a much better piece of  music, the title 
and recurring chorus words absolutely 
match our nation’s Flag.

And…while the words may need 
some work, the existing words definitely 
reflect our history and why should any 
Canadian be ashamed or slighted by 
our history?

Lester Pearson had the guts and 
vision for a new flag, I wonder if  our 
current PM would take on the Anthem.

 
Chuck Miller

Newmarket
 

The Parliamentary Budget Officer 
(PBO) has issued his full analysis 
of  the Liberal government’s 2016 
budget, confirming that the former 
Conservative government left the 
Liberals with a budgetary surplus.

The PBO also confirmed the 
Liberals broke their election promise 
of  borrowing only $10 billion this 
year.  They will indeed borrow much 
more.  In the meantime, the Liberals 
have also been manipulating their 
numbers. These PBO findings show 
that the Liberals just can’t be trusted 
with Canada’s finances.

Immediately after the release of  
the report, Members of  Parliament 
convened in the House of  Commons 
for a vote on the Liberal budget. 
Conservatives took a strong stand and 
voted against it.

However, as you may know, 
your Member of  Parliament, Kyle 
Peterson, voted in favour of  raising 
taxes on families, students and small 
businesses.  They also voted in favour 
of  running massive deficits with 
no plan to return Canada back to 

Let’s look at the whole anthem

Members of Parliament Vote 
on Liberal Budget
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View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

With houses in the area averaging 
close to $1 million and York Region 
homes jumping more than 13 per 
cent in value in the past year, many 
homeowners are excited at their good 
fortune.

But anyone looking to buy or rent 
in the area knows the dark side of  the 
surging housing market.

Not too long ago, it seemed affordable 
housing wasn’t on the minds of  many 
in Aurora, but that has changed. I 
now hear from many residents who, 
while enjoying rapidly escalating 
house value, are concerned at the 
lack of  quality rental or entry-level 
accommodation for their children. “It’s 
too bad my children can’t afford to live 
in the town they were born and raised 
in,” is a common phrase. 

As a Town Councillor, I was acutely 
aware of  the pending affordable 
housing crisis. There are a number of  
contributing factors, a significant one 
being that the Greater Toronto and 
Hamilton Area (GTHA), must absorb 
almost 100,000 new people each year. 
These are people moving here from 
other countries, other provinces, and 
from within Ontario.

That’s about the same number of  
people who live in Kingston. Imagine 
the planning, work and expense of  
building amenities in the GTHA 
equivalent to Kingston. And it has to be 
done each year – roads, transit, schools, 
hospitals, recreation, business, and 
more…

In a significant step to address the 
affordable housing crisis, the province 
recently introduced the Promoting 
Affordable Housing Act, 2016 that, if  
passed, will amend four provincial 
acts to help increase the supply of  
affordable housing across the province 
and modernize existing social housing.

The proposed act will allow 
municipalities to implement 
inclusionary zoning, which mandates 
affordable units be included in 
new residential projects in willing 
municipalities; make secondary suites 
in new homes less costly to build by 
exempting them from development 
charges. (Secondary suites are a 
potential source of  affordable rental 
housing and allow homeowners to earn 
some extra income from their property); 
and give York Region government more 

flexibility administering and delivering 
social housing, which will help reduce 
wait lists and make it easier for local 
residents to access a range of  housing 
options.

I’ve always believed in allowing 
secondary suites in established 
neighbourhoods across the Region. We 
know they are being built in almost 
every neighbourhood – and I fear too 
many are being built without proper 
municipal inspection to ensure they 
meet both building and fire codes.

Making secondary suites legal would 
not only increase the amount of  rental 
accommodation we have in the area, 
it would make it safer. And, it would 
generate additional tax revenue for 
things like municipal services, schools 
and transit.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Ontario has finalized the rules for 

its new cap and trade program to limit 
greenhouse gas pollution, reward 
innovative companies, generate 
opportunities for investment in Ontario 
and create jobs while moving to a low-
carbon economy. 

A cap and trade program is a 
proven way to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and fight climate change 
by giving polluters an incentive to cut 
emissions. It creates a price on carbon 
emissions by limiting the amount of  
greenhouse gas pollution that can come 
from the economy (the cap) and then 
allowing those covered by the cap to 
trade among themselves (the trade) in a 
flexible and cost-effective way. 

The final regulation reflects feedback 
from extensive consultations with 
industry, the public, environmental 
organizations, indigenous communities 
and others. 

Protecting children and students
Ontario is re-introducing legislation 

to protect children and students by 
making the disciplinary process for the 
province’s educators more clear and 
transparent.

If  passed, the Protecting Students 
Act and subsequent regulations 
would improve the Ontario College 
of  Teachers’ investigation and 
disciplinary processes, reduce the 
potential of  conflict of  interest and 
help protect children, students and 
teachers by: ensuring a teacher’s 
certificate is automatically revoked 
if  he or she has been found guilty of  
sexual abuse or acts relating to child 
pornography; requiring employers, 
including school boards, to inform 
the college when they have restricted 
a teacher’s duties or dismissed him 
or her for misconduct; allowing the 
college to share information with the 
school board or employer if  the subject 
of  a complaint poses an immediate 
risk to a student or child; requiring the 
college to publish all decisions from its 
discipline committee; and improving 
timelines for the investigation and 
consideration of  complaints.

Ban child care wait list fees
Ontario is proposing a regulation 

that would ban licensed child care 
centres and home child care agencies 
from charging fees to join a waiting 
list for child care programs as of  
September 1, 2016.

Around town
I was pleased to meet two fine young 

people this week from the area who have 
been selected to sit on the Minister of  
Education’s Student Advisory Council. 
Thank you Jack Dukart of  Terry Fox 
Public School and Matthew Abas of  St. 
Maximilian Kolbe for your interest and 
commitment.

Sixty students in grades 7 to 12 from 
across Ontario sit on the Council and 
will provide advice to the Minister on 
the issues and topics that matter to 
them and their peers. 

 
I invite you to contact me on any 

issue. Please call my community office 
at 905-750-0019, or visit my website at 
www.ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email is: 
cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org.

 I look forward to hearing from you. 

A couple of  weeks ago, the Aurora 
Minor Tigers Rep and House League 
hockey players held their season 
ending banquets at Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary school.

There was pizza and pop for 
everyone and the Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association did an amazing 
job staggering the Division banquets 
throughout the day.

It was quite a sight to behold as there 
must have been 200 players and parents 
in the gym. This particular hour 
recognized all rep teams in the Tyke 
through Midget divisions.

The House League and Rep Banquets 
are a wonderful ending to the hockey 
season as the Aurora Minor Hockey 
Association recognizes the players 
and coaches with various awards and 
celebrates another year of  learning, 
playing, competing and enjoying the 
game of  hockey.

Each team recognizes players for 
play and sportsmanship. Encouraging 
to witness was the number of  “special” 
awards presented at the end of  the hour.

Most of  these awards are dedicated 
to the memory of  a player or volunteer 
who spent time in the Aurora Minor 

Hockey Association. They are donated 
by family, friends or the Hockey 
Association.

These players and volunteers were 
dedicated to the game of  hockey and 
either played or volunteered to provide 
a competitive yet inclusive atmosphere 
for all to play, learn and excel in hockey. 

My wife Julie and I were asked to 
attend the Rep Banquet to present the 
Inaugural Pauline Hubble Award for 
Most Dedicated Player for one of  the 
Tyke division teams.

This award was in tribute to Julie’s 
mother, Pauline Hubble, who had passed 
away after a short illness in April 2015. 
Ms. Hubble was the volunteer Registrar 

for Aurora Minor Hockey for the past 
thirty-four years.

Congratulations to the first-ever 
recipient of  this award and to all award 
winners and congratulations to all 
players, coaches and volunteers!

The smiles of  the children and 
parents as they celebrate the successes 
at the end of  the season also help to 
remind all of  us in the community of  not 
only the value of  healthy competition, 
but the importance of  dedication and 
sportsmanship to the game of  hockey, 
and life. 

It encourages new players and 
volunteers to uphold the values of  
those players and volunteers that have 
gone before us.

Countless volunteer hours are 
needed to make our Town’s sports 
organizations run and Aurora Minor 
Hockey is no exception.

Thanks to the Aurora Minor Hockey 
Association and all the volunteer 
organizations that make Aurora a great 
community to live in.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

GO…down the middle
Politics have always been a bit of  a 

family affair in my house.
Having an opinion is expected, as is 

being able to defend that opinion.
My dad and I have near-weekly 

spirited debates (if  one is polite) on all 
manner of  topics. We are most often on 
opposite sides of  the debate given that 
my father is a diehard NDPer and I am 
most definitely not. However, one issue 
we are in absolute agreement is the 
need for better transit options in the 
GTA.

York Region is Canada’s fastest 
growing region. And yet, as anyone 
who had tried to get from Aurora to 
Toronto can tell you, getting around 
by any mode of  transport is a difficult 
proposition.  There are days when I 
think that a horse and buggy would get 
me there faster, but I digress.

Buses are not efficient. They are too 
often held hostage by the vagaries of  
Toronto traffic. We need trains. Lots 
and lots of  trains. Residents have been 
clamouring for more transit options for 
years and it seems that their plaintive 
cries have been heard. The Liberals 
have announced an enormous transit 
boost to take effect over the next decade, 
with literally hundreds more trains on 
the tracks to service commuters in the 
GTA. Yippee!

But there are a few roadblocks 
that are a bit troublesome: the most 
problematic to my mind is the fact that 
Metrolinx doesn’t own the rail lines 
upon which the GO trains run. CN and 
CP still own approximately 25% of  the 
tracks, which means that any increase 
in service will have to be negotiated 
around the freight train routes that 
currently operate on the same lines.

The trains have to go somewhere. So, 
either more tracks have to be laid or all 
day service on all GO lines will remain 
something of  a pipe dream.

And that’s where my weekly 
discussions with my dad factor in. He 
had an interesting idea that I hadn’t 
thought of: why not run a rail line down 
the middle of  the 404? There’s a sizeable 
grassy north/west divider that could 
hold an elevated rail line that could 
whizz commuters back and forth from 
Barrie to Union, without need for using 
existing tracks.

At first I thought, well, that’s just 
crazy.  But as I was sitting in bumper 
to bumper traffic on the GO bus this 
weekend, I looked out at the grassy 
median and thought, why not? Could 
it work? How much would it cost? Has 
anyone even considered it?

I did a quick search of  Metrolinx 
documents and found nothing. In 
fact, I have not found anything 
about considering an alternative to 
purchasing or negotiating access to 
existing CN or CP rail lines. 

When we were looking for a house 
after we got married, transit options 
were a key consideration. I hate being 
reliant on a car to get around.  

Driving anywhere is not an 
option for me.  Aside from the fact 
that it is inefficient and less than 
environmentally friendly to drive 
around in a car all day, it is a tremendous 
waste of  time. If  you are driving, you 
can’t (or shouldn’t) do anything else 
but drive, but on the train, you can 
read, catch up on work emails, knit, 
do a crossword, learn Finnish. Lots 
of  different things. You can use your 
transit time for something other than 
simply sitting in traffic.

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is celebrating:

Needs your help!

What do you know about Law Hand Laundry? 
Send your comments to the editor at  

letters@auroran.com! 

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Should Aurora welcome UberX?   Yes   No   Unsure

Aurora Minor Tigers Rep Hockey Banquet

Affordable housing, climate change, electoral reform, and more …

Does last week’s so-called  
“Elbow Gate” altar your  

opinion of Prime Minister  
Justin Trudeau?

Yes    No    Unsure
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Turn This

Into This

Never Have 
a Clogged Eavestrough

 Again....Guaranteed!

By        u    D p

SUMMER SPECIAL
FREE BROIL KING BBQ WITH 
PURCHASE OF LEAFGUARD
(or cash discount. BBQ MSRP $799)

New sales only. Not available with other offers. Some conditions apply. 
Offer expires September 15, 2016. Financing available.

CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE 
IN-HOME ESTIMATE:

1 (844) 468-0501

Protect your home with 
LeafGuard brand eavestroughs

- Lifetime Clog-Free Warranty
- No need to climb ladders any
 more 
- Keeps rainwater running freely
and safely away from your home
- Eliminate threat of leaks and
 water damage
- Prevent growth of mould and 
rotting wood

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500
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MIRACLE‑GRO® Potting Mix  
• 60.5L (1000151457)

NOW
$858

WAS $13.98

BURPEE® Herbs and Vegetables 
• 4" pot While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
VIGORO® Geranium • 4.3" pot   

While quantities last.

6‑Pack Wave Petunia   
While quantities last.

Scotts® Turf Builder® Lawn Fertilizer Mega 
• Covers 11,991 sq. ft. (1000174307)

NOW
$3196

WAS $43.98
KINGSFORD® The Original 
Charcoal Briquets  
• 7kg (1000687270)

$1198

Premium Folding Adirondack Chair  
• Red (1000665058) While quantities last.

$158

(1000787134)

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
WEBER® Spirit® E‑310™ GBS 3 Burner Propane 
Gas BBQ • Cast iron griddle included (1000723724)

            See online for more inserts.

$699
EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
EGO® POWER+ 56V 21" Cordless Lawn Mower Kit 
• Folds easily for compact upright storage (1000850647)

$699
RYOBI® 18V 10" Trimmer and 
120mph Blower Combo (1000856129) 

While quantities last.

$119

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
Multi‑Width IsoCore Sawcut Montana 
Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring (1000851281)  

Sold by 19.53 sq. ft. case. While quantities last.

$348

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
Washed Grey Oak Laminate Flooring   
(1000854919) Sold by 17.25 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

$179
Pewter Oak Laminate 
Flooring (1000845747)  

Sold by 17.25 sq. ft. case.  

While quantities last.

$175

Natural Gas (1000722694) $749

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
HAMPTON BAY® Maple Valley 7‑Piece Dining Collection 

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
VIGORO® Mulch • 2 cu. ft./56L 

A. Black (1000854804)

C. Red (1000854805)

; B. Brown (1000854803)

E. Dining Table (1000752288) $109 Umbrella base sold separately.  

D. Grey Chairs (1000848473)

per sq. ft. per sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

each
$27 each 

5 for

$10

2 for
$11

4 for
$10

SPECIAL BUYS ON SELECT FLOORING

More products 
available online 
homedepot.ca

u �Valid Thursday, May 12 to  
Wednesday, May 18, 2016,  
unless otherwise noted.

Visit homedepot.ca/
longweekend to 
shop online exclusives.

STARTS NOW!

12MM 12MM

EGO 56‑VOLT 2.0AH BATTERY
($189 value)
Valid Thursday, May 12 to  
Sunday, May 22, 2016

FREE
‡‡‡ WITH 

PURCHASE

FREE DELIVERY
ON ONLINE PURCHASES

‡‡

of Patio Sets.
Limited time offer.  

‡‡ See page 5 for details.

5 YR
Limited 

Warranty

3 YR
Warranty

‡Receive a free Tan (1000752632) or Black (1000752667) Umbrella when you purchase 1 Maple Valley Dining Set including a 60" x 38" Rectangular Dining Table (1000752288) and 6 Sling Chairs (1000752290, 
1000807368, 1000807369, 1000848473, 1000848472 or 1000848474) with in‑store coupon. Umbrella base sold separately. While quantities last. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 8 for details.1 
‡‡‡Receive a free EGO 56‑Volt 2.0Ah Battery (1000787134) when you purchase select EGO tools (1000787919, 1000787140, 1000787137, 1000787136, 1000806155, 1000850647, 1000856004, 1000850746, 
1000850646) with in‑store coupon. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 8 for details.1

FREE
t

 DELIVERY
on any in‑storet or onlinet 

 In‑Stock Weber® BBQ 
purchase of $499 or more 

(before taxes).t

tSee page 5 for  
more details and selection.

FREE
‡ 

HAMPTON BAY®  
MAPLE VALLEY  
7.5' MARKET UMBRELLA  
($44.98 value)

THIS WEEK ONLY  
Thursday, May 12 to  
Wednesday, May 18, 2016

WITH 
PURCHASE

Get this for

$271

Beige 
(1000752290)

Green 
(1000807368)

Blue 
(1000848472)

Charcoal Grey 
(1000757845)

Red 
(1000807369)

Stripe 
(1000848474)

Blue 
(1000665097)

Brown 
(1000757844)

3 for
$10

Valid until Wednesday, 
June 1, 2016

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

905-833-0033
www.taramccarthyrealestate.com

301 Kingscross $2,398,000

52 Manitou $2,158,000

15 Watch Hill $3,600,000 102 Manitou $2,850,000

22 Manitou $2,098,000

171 Kingscross $2,378,000

Laceby Real Estate Brokerage

Tara McCarthy
Sales Representative

SOLD SOLD

Downtown parking restrictions set to widen
By Brock Weir

If  you live in Aurora’s downtown core, 
it might soon be easier to find a place to 
park outside of  your own house.

On the other hand, if  you are a GO 

commuter, it might soon become a lot 
harder for you to find a place to park 
within walking distance of  the Aurora 
GO Station.

Councillors are set to get tough 
this week with on-street parking in 

the southeast quadrant of  Yonge and 
Wellington. Should their decision made at 
the Committee level last week be ratified 
at Council, weekday parking on all streets 
bounded by Centre Street to the north, 
Dunning Avenue to the south, Edward 
Street to the east and Yonge Street to the 
west, will be limited to three hours. 

Councillors went into last week’s 
meeting facing a recommendation of  
allowing 15 parking spaces surrounding 
Town Park to be allocated by permit to 
GO commuters, as well as expanding two-
hour daytime parking limits to Harrison 
Avenue, Connaught Avenue and Edward 
Street. 

They rejected the permitted spots 
and said limiting parking on these 
three streets would simply create more 
problems elsewhere.

“The best thing to do now is just cast a 
much wider net,” said Councillor Michael 
Thompson. “We need to have a stronger 
deterrent, otherwise they will just find 
another street to congest. We have heard 
it loud and clear from the residents in that 
area: it is impacting their quality [of  life] 
so I think it is reasonable for us to include 
a number of  streets to ensure this issue 
doesn’t come back a third time.” 

Casting a wider net for many members 
of  Council includes putting the pressure 
on Metrolinx, the Provincial body which 
oversees the operation of  GO Transit. 
For several lawmakers sitting around the 
table, Metrolinx has created the problem 
by not providing adequate parking spaces 
and alternate ways to get to their stations 
and it is Metrolinx’s problem to fix.

“They have a service they are providing 
and they cannot accommodate all of  the 
commuters,” said Councillor John Abel. 
“That becomes this neighbourhood’s 
problem. It can be coined as a nightmare. 
It is an infringement on the residential 
property rights, in my opinion, and we 
have to find a way to solve this.

“This shouldn’t be our problem. It has 
to take into account neighbourhoods. If  
they want to put GO service right in the 
heart of  the heritage district, they have to 
provide people a place to park.”

During the discussion, Councillor Abel 
renewed his calls for public transit to 
provide a shuttle service for commuters 

looking to catch the GO. 
Councillor Tom Mrakas said he agreed 

alternatives need to be found and Aurora 
needs to ramp up the “pressure” as it 
creates a “burden the Town, the taxpayers 
and the neighbourhood” need to address.

“Why are we taking responsibility for 
Metrolinx’s issue?” he questioned. 

But, he said, addressing the issue 
through further on-street parking 
restrictions and additional permitted 
parking at Town Park almost puts 
downtown area residents at a  
disadvantage compared to other 
neighbourhoods around Aurora.

“On most streets in Aurora, you can 
park for 24 hours in the summertime,” he 
said. “Almost every other municipality 
has a three hour limit on most streets. The 
fact that we are doing that in this area to 
curb GO parking is creating two levels of  
service between. It is unfair to a resident 
who happens to live near the GO and is 
not allowed to park on the street outside 
of  their house for more than three hours 
but someone who doesn’t live in the area 
can go and park for as long as they would 
like. I think if  we’re going to have a policy, 
it should be consistent and I personally 
like the fact we can park on our streets 
because it provides residents with options 
when family and friends come to visit.”

It is a concern that needs to be addressed, 
agreed Mayor Geoff  Dawe, but a balance 
has to be struck. The GO Parking garage 
provides nearly 840 parking spaces, he 
said, along with 624 spots on the surface 
and he hears concerns from both sides of  
the issue.

“I get the emails from those people 
who can’t park there and I probably get 
as many emails from people who can’t 
park there as emails from people who are 
annoyed at commuters parking there,” 
he said. “Apparently, you are doing well 
when you [have] almost equal sides. You’re 
treading the line somehow. We don’t own 
the streets in front of  our houses. That 
is owned by the Town. It is not a popular 
point, but it is reality.

“All of  our directors have been meeting 
with Metrolinx on a regular basis. They 
are aware of  our issues and they are 
working on it. The problem is they are 
successful.”
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Jason K. Allan 

Wills and Estate Law 
Family Law
Real Estate 

15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

905-503-5560 
themeadowsofaurora.com

Prices and speci� cations are subject to change without notice. E. & O.E. All renderings are artist’s concept.

•  A community of caring Christian seniors, all within a safe and secure living environment

•  Superbly located near Highway #404 on Leslie Street, close to retail, recreation, medical facilities, 
area churches, golf courses and the Aurora GO station

•  Tranquil York Region forest setting with pond and walking trails

• Quality construction throughout with state-of-the-art facilities 

• Carefully managed and structured through a non-pro� t corporation

•  Prices include one indoor parking space, a locker and six appliances

NEW ADDRESS. NEW ADVENTURES. NEW POSSIBILITIES.

1 & 2 Bedroom suites start from 

$299,000
from 739 sq.ft up to 1382 sq.ft

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

A place for NEW beginnings
FIRST PHASE SOLD OUT. NEXT PHASE NOW RELEASED!

A U R O R A

Model Suite
111 - 400 William Graham 
Drive, Aurora ON L4G 1L7

Hours: Saturday 10am - 4pm

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday,
 Thursday and Friday 10am - 4pm

Presentation Centre
15221 Yonge Street, 
Aurora ON L4G 1L8

BECOME PART OF THIS EXCITING NEW COMMUNITY.
Pre-Construction Pricing Ending Soon. 
A Non-Pro� t Christian Residence from York Region Christian Senior Homes Inc.

YORK-MEA-A-AD-AURORAN-8X16-MAY24-1.indd   1 5/24/16   10:27 AM

St. Jerome C.E.S. remains “ten years strong”
By Brock Weir

In the fall of  2005, Aurora’s St. Jerome 
Catholic School opened its doors as the 
first eco-certified school in the York 
Catholic District School Board.

It blazed a trail for the over 50 eco-
friendly schools that have followed in 
the subsequent decade but St. Jerome 
is not content to rest on its laurels. As 
teachers, students, and community 
members past and present gathered at the 
school last Thursday to formally mark 
its 10th anniversary, they carried on their 
environmental stewardship with the 
dedication of  a new outdoor classroom.

Designed with input from the students, 
the outdoor classroom incorporates trees, 
vegetation, and rows of  seating on a series 
of  flat-top boulders. 

“[Your] enduring commitment to 
the environment is now reflected in the 
school’s outdoor classroom, and this 
unique classroom will provide students 
with opportunities to learn, surrounded 
by the beauty of  the nature God created,” 
said Opiyo Oloya, Superintendent 
of  Schools for the YCDSB following 
the classroom’s blessing by Fr. Frank 
McDevitt of  Our Lady of  Grace. 

The theme of  nature was the common 
thread throughout last week’s anniversary 
celebration. 

St. Jerome’s motto is “knowledge, 
faith and courage” and Principal Michele 
Reaume said when the intermediate 
students sat down to come up with a theme 
around which to build the party, they 
came up with “10 years strong” and what 
better way to symbolize this strength than 
with a tree – or trees?

Each class contributed to the design 
of  their own tree, which was framed and 
hung around the gymnasium and will 
remain in the school as a permanent 
reminder of  the school’s first 10 years. 

“10 years, a decade of  time – how do 
we measure 10 years of  time together? 
In pencils? In ice cubes? In Band-Aids? 
In sheets of  paper?” asked Ms. Reaume. 
“Perhaps we measure it in paint strokes, 
in Play-Doh, snow forts or blocks of  Lego. 

“We have shared 10 years of  laughter, 

tears, heartache, triumph, challenges 
and successes. Pope Frances recently 
tweeted: “to form a family is to be part 
of  God’s dream, to join him in building 
a world where no one will feel alone. We 
at St. Jerome have contributed to this 
dream.

“We have been there for each other 
through it all. We are a family and each 
of  us has played a part. For 10 years, we 
have been a part of  something together. 
We have built and nurtured our school 
family and, in doing so, we have ensured 
that each of  us feels a sense of  belonging 
to something greater than ourselves, to 
the whole that is St. Jerome.”

Added Fr. Frank: “Today, we gather 
with one heart and one voice as we ask 
for special blessing on St. Jerome School 
in recognition of  our tenth anniversary. 
We are thankful for the stories we 
have shared, from memories of  those 
important moments that have shaped 
us together. Here, we have learned to 
celebrate the unique and special gifts 

each of  us brings to our school community. 
Help us to shape our world in the days 
ahead so the story of  our lives may always 
give witness to your saving glory.”

When St. Jerome was opened, it 
was designed to serve the growing 
communities in northeast Aurora. Upon 
opening it welcomed 355 students and 
within six years had to add a new wing 
not only to incorporate a growing number 

of  students, but also full-day kindergarten 
programs. They are now 620 students 
strong.

“A lot has happened in those 
intervening years,” said Brad Coates, 
Catholic School Council Chair. “We have 
seen St. Jerome become the focal point 
not only for our children’s education, but 
become a centrepiece for our families and 
our communities.”

Student James leads Fr. Frank McDevitt and a host of other dignitaries from the dedication of St. Jerome’s 
new outdoor classroom, which was inaugurated last week as part of the school’s 10th anniversary 
celebrations.

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Celebrating their third 
anniversary at Chartwell.
LOUISE AND CLAUDE NORMANDEAU,  
AT CHARTWELL SINCE 2013.

It’s been three years since Louise and Claude decided to 

move out of their house and into one of our residences. 

See the whole story and discover why they chose to write 

the next chapter at Chartwell.

CHARTWELL.COM

CHARTWELL HOLLANDVIEW TRAIL

200 John West Way 

Aurora • 289-648-4099

CHARTWELL PARK PLACE

15055 Yonge Street

Aurora • 289-648-4113

Conditions may apply.

Make us part of your story.

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Hogan’s Inn
RESTAURANT

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Friday, May 27 DJ Tommy Thompson
Saturday, May 28 Souled Out

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Private rooms

available 
for

communions, birthdays,

confi rmations, baptisms 

and wedding showers.

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Patios
Now
Open!

We believe that a real estate 
transaction doesn’t require an agent.

Instead, we believe that a team of experts is better equipped 
to help make selling as stress-free as possible.

Our system provides all the tools and support you need to sell 
successfully - often for 10 times less than you would expect to pay an agent.

Give us a call at (905) 727-8787 or email connect@propertyguys.com 
to set up a free no obligation information appointment. We can share more about 
how we do real estate – a way that’s not only more practical, but also much better. 

Legal Disclaimers –PropertyGuys.com Inc. is a private sale marketing company and each PropertyGuys.com franchise is independently owned and operated (collectively 
“Us” or “We”). We are not real estate brokers nor agents. We represent neither the buyer nor the seller. We do not trade in real estate. We neither warranty nor make any 
representations as to the outcome of a property sale. Making more on the sale of a property and costing ten times less money is for illustrative purposes only and reflects 
the money potentially made or saved by using the PropertyGuys.com Flat Fee program instead of paying commission to a real estate agent who has negotiable fees.This 
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Ten-year financing mulled to pay 
off Joint Operations Centre

By Brock Weir

Municipal workers have begun the 
process of  moving into the Town’s 
new Joint Operations Centre (JOC) 
on Industrial Parkway North and 
with the $20 million project complete, 
now comes paying off  the debt. 

Council approved a budget of  
$20,385,589 with the majority covered 
by development charges and the sale 
of  municipally owned land, including 
the former public works yard on 
Scanlon Court made surplus by the 
construction of  the new facility.

Officially marked as “complete” 
last month, over $4.4 million has 
been funded by the sale of  land, $4.3 
million from development charges, 
with the remaining $11.7 million 
financed through a construction line 
of  credit. Now, the line of  credit must 
be paid off  and the Town proposes 
refinancing the line of  credit with 10 
year amortization. 

“As the funding sources were not 
fully in hand, but had a reasonable 
expectation of  being collected 
within a 10 year time frame, Council 
authorized that funding shortfalls 
be financed in the interim by a 
construction line of  credit to a 
maximum of  the full budget amount 
until that project was completed,” 
said Town Treasurer Dan Elliott.

“Predicting the exact timing of  
the receipt of  the remaining funding 
sources through DCs (Development 
Charges) or sales of  land parcels 
is difficult. There remain several 
parcels of  Town-owned land that 
are available for sale, including the 
tentative deal to sell the two existing 
Scanlon Court operations facilities 
once the Town vacates when moving 
into the new JOC. One of  those two 
Scanlon Court properties is expected 
to transact this summer, while the 
other may take over a year to close 
due to required site remediation and 
soils work.”

Of  the municipally-owned lands on 
Leslie Street earmarked for business, 

four parcels are still in place, Mr. 
Elliott noted, and a sale of  a double 
parcel of  land is expected to close this 
summer with another deal for another 
parcel also on the horizon. Once those 
deals are one, one 10-acre plot will be 
all the Town has left to move.

“Further, where the development 
of  the Town seems to be peaking 
and may soon begin to wane, it is 
difficult to predict exactly when the 
anticipated remaining development 
charges will be received to fund 
this project,” Mr. Elliott concluded. 
“Staff  believe 10 years is a reasonable 
period to expect the outstanding 
DCs and sales of  lands to fund the 
JOC to be collected, and accordingly 
recommend a financing period of  a 
maximum of  10 years. 

“Having seen a lot of  recent activity 
in the Leslie Street lands, and having 
tentative deals on both of  the Scanlon 
Court properties, staff  recommend 
using two successive five year terms, 
allowing for land sales proceeds and 
interim DC collections to reduce the 
overall cost of  borrowing to the Town 
through a mid-point payment.”

Councillors were to tackle the 
recommendation at last week’s 
General Committee but the matter 
got bumped for time constraints. 
Don Iafrate of  One Space Unlimited, 
however, was still on hand to provide 
Council with a status update on the 
JOC. 

Mr. Iafrate told Council that he 
expected the move into the new digs 
to be complete by the end of  June 
with an official opening for members 
of  the public set for this fall.

Among the amenities he 
highlighted were use of  natural light, 
a public viewing area for the Aurora 
Community Arboretum, a bio-swale 
to collect all storm water diverting 
it into cisterns for use within the 
on-side greenhouse and filtering the 
rest before it goes into the municipal 
system, and a 5,500 square foot “shell 
space” on the top floor to allow for 
future growth within the building, 
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Back by popular demand, Dr. Vienna 
Iafrate, ND invites you to learn how to 
naturally overcome these top factors 
for lasting weight loss and a balanced 
life this Spring season!

It is no secret that we typically gain 
weight as we age. Our metabolism 
slows down, responsibilities pile up and 
before you know it, you’re well above 
the recommended weight for your age, 
height and gender.

But did you know that you have the 
power to stop the perpetuating cycle of  
weight gain right at itssource?

Fad diets, media advertorials and 
advice from your sisters, friends, neigh-
bour can make the topic of  weight loss 

not only confusing, but daunting and fi t 
only for the young gym buff  you typi-
cally see on TV. 

Did you know, there could be some 
underlying health reasons why your 
body is choosing to store fat and calories 
as opposed to burning it for fuel and en-
ergy. Our hormones govern everything 
in our bodies from our mood to how we 
eat, sleep, drink, and even breathe. Con-
sider your energy levels; do you strug-
gle with low sex drive, getting to sleep 
at night or even waking up in the morn-
ing? Ever feel that 3pm energy crash, or 
do your food cravings control your day? 
These factors all point to an underlying 
hormone imbalance that is undeniably 
keeping you fat!

Are you associating these symptoms 
with getting older? We’re here to show 

you that it’s not about age, it’s about a 
body imbalance. This workshop will 
give you the information and resources 
you need to change your life! Go from 
experiencing:

• Fluctuant moods and emotions to 
steady, even and controlled moods

• Fatigue, impotence and low energy 
to vitality, stamina and a better sex life

• Sleepless nights to achieving a great 
night’s sleep

• Being overweight to having a 
strong, lean body

The King West Chiropractic and 
Wellness Centre invite you to join Dr. 
Vienna Iafrate, ND for an information 
session on how these 5 factors are keep-
ing you fat, and how you can begin mak-
ing changes to your diet, lifestyle and 
overall health. She will discuss how to 
begin detoxing your diet, how to reset 
your circadian rhythm to sleep better, 
eat better and live a more energized and 
active lifestyle. 

Weight loss doesn’t have to be scary 
or confusing! Allow Dr. Iafrate to take 
the guess work out of  your lifestyle 
choices and lead you on the path to bet-
ter health and wellness care.

This workshop is $10.00 per attendee.

The workshop will be held on Thurs-
day June 2nd from 7:30pm to 9pm at the 
King West Chiropractic and Wellness 
Centre. 141 King Rd, Unit 10, Richmond 
Hill. Seating is limited. To make a reser-
vation please call: 905-773-2225.

Did you know, there could be 
some underlying health reasons 

why your body is choosing to store 
fat and calories as opposed to 
burning it for fuel and energy? 

The Top 
5 

Factors 
Keeping 
You FAT

DR. VIENNA IAFRATE N.D.

Federal grant will help 
Aurora tell the history of 
Town Park

By Brock Weir

For nearly 150 years, Town Park 
has been a magnet for the Aurora 
Community.

It has provided a backdrop to 
countless community celebrations, 
a place for the community to gather 
to give the boys going overseas 
in the First World War a proper 
send-off, and the scene of  at least 
one definitive speech in Canada’s 
history.

It has a storied history and now 
these stories will be told thanks to a 
grant from the Federal Government. 

The Aurora Museum and Archives 
has received a $10,000 infusion from 
the Virtual Museum of  Canada’s 
Community Memories Investment 
Program to develop an online 
exhibition turning the spotlight on 
Town Park.

Announced earlier this month 
by Councillor Paul Pirri, the Town 
announced how the money would be 
used last week.

“This investment from the Virtual 
Museum of  Canada will enable the 
Aurora Museum & Archives not only 
to share historical stories relating 
to Town Park in a compelling 
format, but also to document the 
continuing narrative of  this special 
place from current residents,” 
said Shawna White, Curator of  the 
Aurora Museum and Archives in a 
statement.

The project was also welcomed by 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe.

“I am pleased to receive this 
federal investment that will help 
highlight one of  the oldest treasures 
in Aurora,” he said. “This funding 
not only showcases an important 
piece of  Aurora’s history, but also 
focuses on the importance of  the 
past and how it relates to the future. 
Thank you to the Virtual Museum 
of  Canada for recognizing this 

important piece of  history in our 
Town.”

This important piece of  history is 
one of  the many facets of  Downtown 
Aurora currently being examined 
by the Aurora Museum & Archives 
in their ongoing exhibition focusing 
on the Town’s proposed Cultural 
Precinct. The online presence, 
however, will focus specifically on 
this one important section of  the 
precinct from its establishment in 
the middle of  the 19th century to its 
place in the Aurora of  today.

“As part of  the research process, 
the Aurora Museum & Archives will 
be hosting a series of  story-sharing 
events with their project partners: 
the Aurora Public Library and the 
Aurora Historical Society,” said the 
Town. “These events will provide 
individuals with an opportunity to 
contribute their own personal Town 
Park stories and memories.

“Aurora’s Town Park is a 
remarkable example of  an 
intentionally planned green space 
that, throughout its history, has been 
bordered by a mix of  residential, 
industrial and commercial buildings. 
The activities and events in Town 
Park have changed over the years, 
but its function as a community 
space has been constant.”

The exhibition is expected to 
launch in June of  2017.

budgetary balance.
If  you share my concerns, please 

contact your MP and urge them to work 
on keeping taxes low and spending in 
check, and come up with a real jobs plan 
to help get hard-working Canadians 
back to work.

Phil McColeman
Official Opposition Deputy Critic for Finance

LETTER   TO  THE  EDITOR
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Last year, however, Meredith and 
Angela found kindred spirits in each 
other and were united by a feeling – a 
shared sense that they had to collaborate. 
But, how do a portrait photographer 
and an artist with a passion for “digital 
painting” collaborate? By working on 
shared surfaces to bring out what lies 
beneath.

Or, to quote Meredith, “Dreams, Yo!”
Okay, so “Dreams, Yo!” might be 

something Meredith has left in her brain 
as someone who went through high 
school in the 1990s, but it is the name of  
their collaborative art exhibition which 
opens in Town Hall’s Skylight Gallery on 
June 3.

Dreams, Yo! Combines Angela’s fine 
art portrait photography and Meredith’s 

digital painting to create a vivid depiction 
that goes far beyond skin deep. 

“We had no idea at the time how 
we could possibly work together,” 
says Angela, outlining some of  the 
ideas they scrapped before landing on 
this particular vision. “Fantastical is 
something that characterizes our work. 
I want my photography to be a little bit 
fine-arty and a little bit magical.”

“You have this really lovely focused, 
realistic vision,” interjects Meredith, 
pointing out a splashy portrait of  a 
young blonde woman dressed in a vivid 
pink silk kimono. “Angela was hesitant 
to put our model in the kimono in the 
first place because it is so pink, but then 
it just happened. It was a really organic 
evolution [stumbling upon the idea of] 
what is unseen that needs to be seen? 
There was this layer I would see in it that 
really wasn’t there yet.”

As a digital painter and a digital 
photographer, there is one basic principle 
that unites them, they agree: pixels.

The more they collaborated on the 
project, the more they realised, however, 
this meeting of  the minds – and creative 
vision – goes far beyond a series of  tiny 
digital squares. Angela is a planner, 
says Meredith, while she is an “eleventh 
hour last minute magic kind of  person,” 
whatever works as moms with a son and 
a daughter apiece. 

“Yes, we are full-time working artists, 
but we are also full-time moms,” says 
Angela. “We do kind of  live on the fly 
because that’s what life with kids is like. 
It is not really that different when you are 
producing art. Being a mom, being around 
the house, and working from home can 
sometimes really weigh women down. 
We know this because we talk to a lot of  
other women who are home and trying to 
run businesses and do things. Very few 
people are at home with their kids full 
time, solely. Many of  us are juggling lots 
of  other things. I think it is important for 
kids to see that creativity doesn’t get lost 
when you’re older, it doesn’t get lost when 
you’re a mom.”

Artists, moms, team up to show the world what lies beneath

Meredith says she agrees, and all 
four of  their collective children make 
significant appearances within the 
eleven pieces of  art ready for display 
in the Skylight Gallery. One, another 
vivid pink feature – a favourite colour of  
Meredith’s – features Angela’s daughter 
blooming out of  a rose that has its roots 
in her pink ballet tutu. Another image 
features the children asleep, their bed 
being carried away into the sky by their 
dreams.

“It is important children understand 
that you’re more than just a mum, you 
are a human being who does stuff  as 
well as parent,” says Meredith. “With my 
two, there was a lot of  shushing and a lot 
of  late nights until 4 a.m. because they 
were in bed and that was my creative 
window where I could hear myself  think 

and focus on the images. It is a sacrifice 
happily made for a project that, in my 
biased opinion, looks as fantastic as this 
one does.”

“We want people to have fun when 
they look at images and see the levels 
that are there. If  you just want to stay 
on the surface where it is pretty and 
fun, awesome. If  you want to go a little 
bit deeper and wonder about the stories 
behind each image, they are there too.”

Adds Angela: “I want to challenge 
people to think about how collaborations 
can bring about new innovations. How 
can it lead to greater compassion and 
creative exploration? I believe that if  
you stand long enough in front of  these 
pieces that when you leave, the neuro-
patterns in your brain will have changed 
if  you allow the process to take you over.”

Stage is set for the annual Craft Beer  
and Food Truck Festival 

By Mark Pavilons

The party of  the season is quickly 
arriving.

King’s annual Craft Beer and Food 
Truck Festival takes place Saturday, 
June 11 at the King City Memorial 
Park, behind the arena.

It’s a day filled with good eats, great 
beverages and live entertainment. 
It runs from noon to 9:30 p.m. 
This year’s event features 12 
craft breweries, up from the nine 
who were on hand last year. The 
enthusiastic support from the 
industry helps kick off  Craft 
Beer Week that runs June 10-19. 
Providing the food will be 13 gourmet 
trucks, offering everything from 
burgers and nachos to pasta and 
Mexican food.

According to Councillor Cleve 
Mortelliti, they had to increase the 
number of  spaces for the food trucks 
due to the demand. They had 25 
applicants for the 13 spots.

“The event has gotten very popular 
and the food truck industry has 
caught onto that, so we had to make 
some tough choices in turning some 
really great trucks away,” he said.

The headliner this year is 

Hollerado, hitting the main stage. 
Other performers on tap include 
Justin Parsons, Stacey Renee, Phil 
and John, Samara York McLean 
& Vassos, Rhymes with Hits, The 
Clearing, Funky Funk Band and 
Krista Ferguson.

Tickets are $10 online and $15 at 
the gate. For the music event, tickets 
are $5 both online and at the gate. 
Entry into the event includes access 
to food trucks, breweries, and live 
music, a 6 ounce collectable glass 
(first 1,500 attendees only), 3 drink 
tokens (additional tokens can be 
purchased on site for $1-$2 each). 
For $25, you can get the Lions Combo 
Pass (19+) and receive everything 
included in the Craft Beer Event pass 
plus one automatic entry into the 
King City Lions $15,000 charity draw. 
The draw will take place at the event 
at 6 p.m. and the top prize is $2,500.

As well, the Lions will be holding 
a raffle for a high-end Weber BBQ, 
which combines charcoal and gas. 
Tickets are available at the event only.

It’s an event that’s not to be missed.
For more information, contact 

Tasha Veer, King’s special events and 
marketing coordinator, at 905-833-5321 
ext. 5223 or events@king.ca

A TASTE OF THINGS TO COME – a portrait of painter Meredith Blunt, left, and fine art pho-
tographer Angela Durante Dukat, enhanced with Meredith’s digital painting. The duo will show eleven 
collaborative pieces beginning next week at Town Hall’s Skylight Gallery. 

Submitted photo
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Calling all country singers: applications now 
open for Hoedown Showdown

By Brock Weir

The hunt is on once again for 
Canada’s next country star.

Applications are now being accepted 
for the 2016 Hoedown Showdown.

The annual competition, hosted by 
Magna International, is open to all 
aspiring amateur singers 13-years of  
age or older, and will give participants 
the chance to showcase their talents in 
a variety of  local venues – and, if  they 
go the distance, before an audience of  
thousands at this September’s Wild, 
Wild West Hoedown.

“It is a once in a lifetime opportunity 
for me,” said King resident Sarah 
MacRae, 25, the winner of  last year’s 
Showdown. “Every level of  the 
Showdown process got more and more 
exciting, and it is just such an inspiring 
event to be part of. On Friday night [of  
last year’s Hoedown] there were just so 
many new experiences to me, being on 
stage in front of  thousands of  people, 
which gets your blood going, you’re so 
excited – you feel like you’re getting 
spoiled and the stars are aligning.”

This year’s Hoedown Showdown 
winner will receive, in addition to 
that feeling of  being on that famous 
stage, a grand prize valued at over 
$20,000, including a Yamaha guitar, 
mentorship, and professional studio 
recording time courtesy of  Metal 
Works.

Online applications will be collected 
through July 28 and, from there, the 
applications will be whittled down to 
a Top 40. Preliminary rounds of  the 
Top 40 performers will get underway 
on Thursday, August 11 before the Top 
40 is halved. The semi-final round of  
the Top 20 performer will take place 
on Saturday, August 27, as one of  the 
highlights of  Aurora’s annual Rib 
Fest and the Top 10 will move onto the 
finals. 

Following Ribfest, the Top 10 will 
spend September 12 to September 15 in 
a Mentorship Week, featuring one two-
hour session with a celebrity coach 
and the Showdown Band, and one 30 
minute rehearsal before the masses 
gather in the Magna Corral for the 
main events on September 16. There, 
the Top 10 will perform two songs with 
the eventual winner being selected by 
a panel of  judges.

But, there can only be one – and that 
one will take the stage September 17, 
performing at York Region’s biggest 
party ahead of  event headliner Paul 
Brandt. 

“Because we have had such success 
with the Showdown, we have been 
fortunate enough through Magna and 
through our Showdown sponsors to up 
the prize pack once again,” said Erin 
Cerenzia of  Magna for the Community, 
who is helping to spearhead this year’s 
Showdown. “Our grand prize this year 
is actually valued at over $20,000 and 
this includes amazing opportunities 
for aspiring country music singers, a 
$2,500 cash prize, a beautiful Yamaha 
guitar and case. Of  course, it is a 
fantastic opportunity to perform at the 
Magna Hoedown on Saturday night. 
We call it the ultimate artist package: 
the opportunity to work with talent 
mentors and people who are in the 
country music and music agency and 
industry to have performance styling, 
coaching, mentorship, and come up 
with song writing and new songs, 
which they will then have two full days 
to record in studio at Metalworks.”

Ms. Cerenzia touted this year’s prize 
pack at Hoedown’s official launch 
earlier this month. There, before Ms. 
MacRae performed some new music, 
Ms. Cerenzia said performers like her 
are what the Hoedown Showdown is all 
about.

“It is really special that we have 
a showdown winner who truly 
embodies what the Hoedown is and 
what the Hoedown means to us,” she 
said. “Sarah truly cares about the 
community. She cares about people. She 
is so compassionate and so kind and it 
really is a privilege to have a winner 
who not only is as incredibly talented 
musically as she is, but someone who 
embodies that Hoedown spirit we try 
and share with the community.

“She is a great reason why we 
Hoedown and Magna is always 
looking to support the community in 
different ways, not just by supporting 
organizations but by supporting arts 
and culture and that is what Showdown 

does for us.”

For more on this year’s Hoedown, 

including information on this year’s 
Showdown application process, visit 
www.hoedown.ca.

King’s Sarah MacRae, winner of the 2015 Hoedown Showdown, speaks at this month’s Hoedown 
launch before performing. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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nothing has been done. A lot of  the 
people are seniors, people who can’t get 
out of  their house very easily and can’t 
attend those meetings. 

“We moved onto Kennedy Street for 
one reason and one reason only: we 
love the beautiful nostalgia of  it. It had 
so much history and so much prestige. 
I was fully aware of  the traffic on the 
street. What I can’t handle is the speed 
in which these vehicles are travelling. 
It is not fair for myself. It is not fair 
for my wife who has to pull out of  her 
driveway every morning to take my kid 
to his functions, and it is not fair for 
my child who is eventually going to be 
playing on these streets.”

This was a point driven home by 
young Jean-Luc Bouffard who came to 
the podium joined by his mother.

“I don’t want to lose any of  my friends 
being hit by a car,” he said. “Imagine 
losing one of  your best friends being hit 
by a car. That is really sad.”

According to Dr. Beverley Bouffard, 
the safety of  children in the area should 
be a paramount concern. 

“My son’s friend was hit at the 
intersection,” she said of  Kennedy 
Street and Corner Ridge Road. 
“However, the car sped by. He didn’t 
have any injury and he didn’t know 
what to do. In 2011, we were here and a 
Council member told us, ‘why don’t you 
just try to park your cars on the road 
to divert traffic? Well, a resident on 
Kennedy Street actually did and guess 
what? Her car got damaged. None of  
these ideas are very smart or safe.”

Complaints, she added, have been 
launched with the York Regional 
Police, resulting in some monitoring 
on the part of  the police force, but, she 
said, it is not their job to be “sitting 
permanently” at the intersection. It is 
the “Town’s burden” to fix.

“Placing the burden on the residents 
to repeatedly road watch is both 
impractical, unethical and inefficient,” 

she said. 
While the Kennedy Street contingent 

was strong, newer sections of  Aurora 
were also well represented at the 
meeting, particularly Mavrinac 
Boulevard. Delegating to Council, 
resident Brian Wilson said in the 
four years he has lived on Mavrinac, 
speeding has “gotten progressively 
worse.”

“Pretty much every single day I am 
on the road I have someone come right 
up behind me and ride my bumper the 
entire way either from St. John’s or 
from Wellington right to my house,” he 
said. “I have lost count of  the amount 
of  times on Mavrinac where people 
have gone around me and passed me. I 
even had one incident where I thought 
I would be a little courageous and try 
to prevent the person from passing. 
I wouldn’t do it again because it 
infuriated them to the point where they 
actually got out of  the car and started 
threatening me.”

Staff  recommended the speed 
cushion pilot not go ahead because 
many of  the streets surveyed failed to 
reach a 70 per cent response rate. Mr. 
Wilson said this was a lofty goal as 
municipal elections don’t even crack a 
40 per cent voter turnout. 

“Part of  your mandate is to protect 
the citizens and help them and keep 
them safe,” he concluded. “I am hoping 
you will look to do what’s right and 
do something in the area to protect 
the citizen. At some point in time, 
something will happen. Someone will 
get hurt, I can guarantee it.”

MAY 26 – 29
The 166th Schomberg Agricultural Fair 

celebrates “new beginnings” this year. 
Admission ranges from $7 to $12 for adults and 
youth, and $3 to $5 for children 5-10. Parking is 
located at the Brownsville Junction Plaza and a 
shuttle bus will be provided on Saturday only. 
For more, visit www.schombergfair.com 

SATURDAY, MAY 28
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir, under 

the direction of  Dr. Richard Heinzle, with our 
accompanist, Hadara Jacoby, warmly invites 
you to come to our Tenth Anniversary Concert:  
“Keep on Singing” with singing, decorations, 
refreshments, guest artists. Tickets: $5.00 
(children under 14 are free, but need a ticket. 
Tickets are now available at the Seniors’ Centre 
Reception Doors open at 2 p.m., concert starts at 
2.30 p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. 90 John 
West Way, Aurora. For more information, call 
905-726-4767 Sponsored in part by: Chris Ablett 
of  BoomerConnect and Royal LePage Realty 
Inc.

* * * *
Christ Church Kettleby hosts “A Springtime 

Soiree” featuring Diva in the Rough Catherine 
Hughes. Cocktails and canapes at 6 p.m., live 
auctioneer at 7 p.m. Show starts at 7.30 p.m. 
Tickets are $35 at the door or call 905-836-4618 to 
reserve. Come celebrate the 125th anniversary 
of  Christ Church at 292 Kettleby Road. 

SUNDAY, MAY 29
Partagez le Français! This free French 

language conversation group welcomes adults 
from francophones to beginners looking to put 
their French language conversation skills into 
action. Francophones and stronger speakers 
are encouraged to share their French language 
skills with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at 
Country Style Deli and Bistro (14980 Yonge 
Street). 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1
Devins Drive Public School, 70 Devins 

Drive, presents the Fourth Annual Spring Fair 
today from 5 – 8 p.m., featuring bouncy castles, 
obstacle course, slide, exotic animals, games, 
DJ, face painting, fire truck, as well as a BBQ, 
sno-kones, cotton candy, popcorn and bake 
sale. Tickets and food can be purchased on site. 
For more information, please email tturriff@
penguinrandomhouse.com or marybclowater@
gmail.com.

* * * *
The Aurora Public Library’s Economy 

Talk$ series continues tonight at 7 p.m. 
with Which Markets: TSX or USA? Which 
Securities: Stocks or ETFs. This free informal 
monthly discussion/education group is to 
share unbiased knowledge in economics and 
financial planning. Presentation followed by 
group discussion. For more information and 
to register, cll the Library’s Adult Information 
Desk at 905-727-9494 x275.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Garden Aurora! Annual Plant Sale. NEW 

LOCATION! The Aurora Garden Club and 
Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre are 
joining to make this our best plant sale ever. Our 
members will be donating plants from their own 
gardens in this area so you are assured they will 
work for you. Great member and nursery plants 
at fabulous prices, giveaways and more, make 
this a must visit to Aurora Home Hardware at 
289 Wellington St East, Aurora. Sale from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. More info at www.gardenaurora.
com or 905-713-6660.

* * * * 
The Aurora Community Band presents 

“Oh, Canada!” a concert to celebrate the work 
of  Canadian composers and arrangers. Enjoy 
Robert Buckley’s Portraits of  the North, along 
with Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah and much 
more. Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria 
Street, beginning at 7.30 p.m. Tickets are $10 for 
adults or $5 for seniors and students. Tickets 
are available at the door or by contacting 
auroracommunityband@gmail.com.

* * * * 
Partagez le Français! This free French 

language conversation group welcomes adults 
from francophones to beginners looking to put 
their French language conversation skills into 
action. Francophones and stronger speakers 
are encouraged to share their French language 
skills with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at 
Country Style Deli and Bistro (14980 Yonge 
Street). 

TUESDAY, JUNE 14
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church 

Street, presents We’ll Meet Again: A Community 
Sing-Along. Join us in song as we honour those 
who have served with favourite tunes from the 
eras of  WW1 and WW2. Song sheets provided 
– complimentary cake and coffee following 
the event. Fully accessible building; elevator 
entrance at the north glass doors. Event starts 
at 2 p.m. with complimentary admission. For 
more information, call 905-713-1818 or visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
Partagez le Français! This free French 

language conversation group welcomes adults 
from francophones to beginners looking to put 
their French language conversation skills into 
action. Francophones and stronger speakers 
are encouraged to share their French language 
skills with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at 
Country Style Deli and Bistro (14980 Yonge 
Street). 

SUNDAY, JULY 10
Garden Aurora! Annual Tour of  Gardens. 

The Aurora Garden Club presents our annual 
tour of  eight beautiful gardens. The owners 
of  theses private paradises will be available 
to answer all your questions. Local artists will 
also be in attendance showing their works. 
This is a self-guided tour from 12 noon to 4.30 
p.m., rain or shine. Tickets are $15 at Caruso 
& Co. 15210 Yonge St., Hillcrest Nurseries 
14230 Bathurst St., both in Aurora, Black 
Forest Gardens 15445 Keele St., King City. 
Also available at the Aurora Farmers’ Market 
Saturdays June 25, July 3 and July 9. Same 
day tickets will be sold at Garden 1. Further 
info at www.gardenaurora.com or 905-713-6660.  

To submit your event send details in 100 words 
or less to letters@auroran.com with the subject 
line “Coming Events”.

Speeding on Mavrinac has become “progressively worse”: neighbour
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FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

HAS RE-OPENED

10am - 5pm
THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

NEW STOCK
GREAT PRICES

*Some estate furniture 

AURORA 
UNITED CHURCH

Please Join Us... 
Christmas Eve Services 

5:00 p.m.
Family Service

8:00 p.m.
Candlelight Communion Service 

Aurora High School

Our speakers will be Tony Browning and Margaret Heney.
Music will be provided by our joint Aurora United Church –

Trinity Anglican Church choirs and Trinity Unplugged.
We’ll enjoy a barbeque, with activities for the kids

(including a bouncy castle!) and celebrate summer in style. 
Please bring your own lawn chairs. A BBQ lunch will be served –

Donations only to benefi t Welcome Table and Rise & Shine Breakfast.

Joint Worship Service & Picnic

Trinity
Church Aurora

connecting spiritual journeys... &AURORA UNITED CHURCH

Aurora United Church and Trinity Anglican Church 
will be joining together for worship and picnic on 

Sunday June12, 10 am at Aurora Town Park.

Everyone is welcome. Hope you can join us!

www.camphockeyhaven.com
Tel: 1-905-717-1000   Toll Free: 1-888-717-1004

ICE ONLY &
RESIDENT PROGRAMS 

ICE ONLY &
RESIDENT PROGRAMS 

SUMMER HOCKEY CAMP
HALIBURTON

HOCKEY HAVEN
WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO!

Featuring:
Retired Hockey Professionals 

As Your Directors!

Featuring:
Retired Hockey Professionals 

As Your Directors!

“I was very impressed with the instruction.  The
drills were well organized, fun, and fast paced...” 

“Hi guys, I just wanted to let you know that
last week my son Zach had an absolutely
fabulous time at your hockey camp!”

“I have never seen my child so excited 
and be so con�dent in himself and
when he steps out onto the ice...” 

Survey says: speed cushion pilot outreach fell short
By Brock Weir

Council is set to take another look 
at a pilot project that would see speed 
cushions installed on Kennedy Street 
West, Mavrinac Boulevard, Conover 
Avenue, McMaster Avenue, and Stone 
Road this week following concerns raised 
by residents.

Lawmakers went into last week’s 
General Committee meeting set to tackle 
a recommendation from municipal staff  
rejecting the pilot project outright because 
area surveys in each neighbourhood 
fell short of  the 70 per cent threshold of  
support. But, they voted to go ahead with 
the pilot for Kennedy Street asking for 
further information on other proposed 
streets to take a further look at this issue 
down the line.

“The policy states that a 70 per cent 
support of  all area residents will be 
required in that order to satisfy the 
installation of  the speed cushions in the 
street,” said Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s 
Director of  Infrastructure, in his report to 
Council.

According to the report, 128 letters 
were mailed to homes in the Conover 
Avenue neighbourhood, receiving just 
30 responses and 26 of  those household 
responding in favour of  the speed 
cushions. While that represents 87 per 
cent of  those responding being in favour 
of  the program, it is representative of  just 
29 per cent of  the entire area.

412 letters were sent out to the Kennedy 
Street area, receiving 205 favourable 
responses representing 44 per cent of  those 
mailed out. Out of  the 327 letters mailed 
to the Mavrinac area, 83 responded, 47 per 
cent voting in favour of  the pilot, with 196 
set to McMaster and 36 out of  54 responses 
giving the plan a thumbs-up while over on 
Stone Road, 65 of  the 115 respondents (out 
of  451 mailed out) gave the go-ahead.

This raised some alarm bells among 
Councillors who said the responses were 
not what they could have been because 
they also surveyed streets connecting 
to the ones in question and the results 
were not necessarily reflective of  the 
immediate issue.

“In the past when something like this 
is done [the survey] is only done on the 
street,” said Councillor John Abel, who 
proposed the pilot project last fall. “When 
the scope was broadened, I could have 
easily predicted that the results would 
be diluted and those in the surrounding 
areas would not appreciate the impact of  
those who were immediately impacted. 
I am very disappointed, especially [for] 
those who are concerned about speeds in 
which people go in their neighbourhoods. 
We all live in this community. People 
are bound by their cars and often drift 
quickly in their fast moving vehicles and 
a reminder to slow down with a speed 
hump is an easy way to bring them into 
residential conformity with safety.”

Councillor Paul Pirri said he shared 
these concerns 

“I foresaw this problem,” said 
Councillor Pirri. “I sent an email 
suggesting we should be tracking this 
additional information so we are aware 
of  what the residents on the street would 
like to see. If  there are two streets where 
70 per cent of  people on those streets 
want bumps put in place, I think it makes 
sense that once Mr. Simanovskis has that 
information for us, [we can] put forward 
one motion at the right time and move 
forward with those two streets. The 
residents like it, the residents want it, so it 
will move us along in the right direction.”

From the perspective of  Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, extending the survey to 
the surrounding streets was a problematic 
move that achieved predictable results. 

“Speeds outside of  the ones who aren’t 

really concerned don’t want speed humps 
because they are the ones using those 
streets,” she said. “Really, it is a shame it 
went this way but I think we can recover 
quickly, take a look at [Kennedy and 
Mavrinac], move forward on the traffic 
safety of  those streets, and then carry on.”

But, for other Councillors, there is not 
a one-size-fits-all solution. Councillor 
Michael Thompson, for instance, said 
he did not think speed cushions were 
necessarily the right solution to a 
street like Mavrinac, which already has 
roundabouts. An “incremental approach” 
to those streets, he said, might be a better 
option in continuing to monitor speed and 
look at alternatives.

“I think we need to do something,” he 
said. “I just don’t know if  speed humps in 

all five are the right solution.”
On the other hand, Mayor Geoff  Dawe 

said what happens on one busy street does 
have an impact on those that connect to 
them.

“One of  the issues we constantly run 
into is when we make a decision about 
one street it affects the street on the other 
side,” he said. “We have to be careful 
about what we do here. There is no real 
alternative from going from Bathurst 
to Kennedy. As soon as the people in the 
other streets hear what happened tonight, 
they will be here in two weeks asking for 
their street.”

Added Councillor Humfryes: 
“Whatever we do on the street for safety 
impacts all streets around, and people all 
want their streets safe.”

ALL SMILES – Anna of the new McDonalds Restaurant on Pedersen Drive, left, teamed up with Sarah 
Dame, Executive Director of Big Brothers Big Sisters of York earlier this month for McHappy Day. Local pol-
iticians, dignitaries, and community leaders fanned out throughout the day to raise awareness and collect 
money for Ronald McDonald House. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Baseball teams come together for tournament to honour slain officer 

FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve  
parenting, support, and property issues  
arising from separating families. A practitioner  
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney

Come for the HORSES

LESSONS

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

SIGN UP NOW!

Ridgewood 
Farm

SPRING Horse Back Riding 

$165 for a 
Month of LessonsOnlyStay for the fun!

By Jake Courtepatte

Const. Garrett Styles loved to play 
baseball. He was a seasoned pitcher, 
playing with the Newmarket Baseball 
Association for many years.

But in the early hours of  June 28, 
2011, Styles was killed in the line of  
duty following a routine traffic stop in 
East Gwillimbury.

Only two months later, Styles’ home 
of  York Region came together for the 
inaugural Garrett Styles Memorial 
Baseball Tournament – a tradition 
that continues today, with thousands 
of  dollars raised by friends, family, 
and even complete strangers travelling 
from all over Canada and the United 
States.

“It makes me feel really proud, really 
happy,” said retired Constable Garry 
Styles, Garrett’s father. “I look forward 
to it every year and that they come here 
and support my family, my community.”

This year’s incarnation of  the 
tournament came last week over the 
areas of  Aurora and Newmarket, with 
two schedules hitting four different 
fields.

In the high school tournament, 
Sacred Heart won a tiebreaker with the 
powerhouse Saint Andrew’s College 
Saints to meet Anderson in the final at 
the fairgrounds in Newmarket. There 

they spread their offence over four 
innings to win the championship 4 – 1. 
Brad Aldred threw a no-hitter for the 
Raiders.

King City went 0 – 2 in the 
tournament, dropping a close 5 - 4 game 
to Our Lady of  the Lake.

“In a tournament like this it’s 
more than just baseball,” said OLL’s 
Mike Tomlinson. “It’s people rallying 
together for a good cause, the baseball 
is just extra fun.”

Styles was pinned under a rolled-
over van after attempting to take the 
keys out of  the ignition of  the stolen 
vehicle.

The driver of  the vehicle, who escaped 
from the wreck a quadriplegic, is currently 
serving nine years of  “conditional 
supervision” for the incident he caused as 
a 15-year old.

Toronto Police Constable Ryan Gourds, 
who also played in the tournament last 
year, had similar sentiments to Tomlinson.

“A day like this is much more than 
just baseball,” said Gourds. “When you 
hear the story of  Garrett, and his young 
family…it just makes you want to do 
something about it. It’s a good way to 
remember.”

Meanwhile, the senior tournament 
was also underway, with a battle between 
emergency service departments from as 
far away as the United States. It was an 

all-Canadian final, with the York Blue Sox 
beating Toronto Police Services 11 – 1 on 
Friday to capture this year’s title.

Proceeds from the tournament go to 

Canadian Tire’s JumpStart program, 
helping children in York Region whose 
parents have trouble affording organized 
sports.

Men’s United shut out for third straight 
game, women earn a draw

By Jake Courtepatte

It has been a tough month for the 
budding semi-pro Aurora United 
Football Club, still searching for the 
organization’s first win.

While the women played to their 
second 1 – 1 draw in three League 1 
games, the Aurora men were blanked 
for their third straight game, bringing 
their record to 0 – 4 on Monday in 
Kingston.

The first goal came off  of  a clearing 
attempt from Aurora goaltender 
Youseff  Mahrady sixteen minutes in, 
the second coming just minutes later 
on a penalty after a hard tackle inside 
the box.

Aurora actually had the better of  
the play in the moments after kickoff  
in the second half, but it was Kingston 
who struck again at the 50’ mark with 
Patrick Vanbelleghem tucking it under 
Mahrady.

With that, the men are goalless 
since game one of  their first season 
in the semi-pro league, but are yet to 
host a game on home turf. The first 

opportunity will come this Saturday, 
when they host the Woodbridge Strikers 
at Sheppard’s Bush.

Kickoff  is set for 7p.m.
Meanwhile, the United women 

were in action at Sheppard’s Bush on 
Saturday, pulling in a 1 – 1 draw with 
North Mississauga SC.

North Miss opened the scoring at 
the 39’ mark, taking advantage of  a 
scramble close to the Aurora box. Kylee 
Bertrand tied the score shortly after 
the start of  the second half, with a hard 
strike off  of  a corner kick.

Aurora goalkeeper Marissa Zuchetto 
made some key saves the rest of  the 
way to secure the draw.

“The girls gave a great effort, 
gave one hundred-percent, followed 
instructions,” said Aurora head coach 
Ramin Mohammadi.

“They’re tired, but defensively they 
did very well. North Miss is a great 
team, we know the players and they 
are great individuals, very technical. 
But our girls did great, stayed together 

Continued on page 16

The York Blue Sox were the big winners of the Garrett Styles Memorial Baseball Tournament over the 
weekend around York Region, winning the final 11 - 1 over TPS Baseball.  Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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When you need legal 
representation, let the 
experienced lawyers at 

Sorley & Still work for you.

2-450 Hume Street, Collingwood
             705-994-4616     

CollingwoodFamilyLaw.com   

Sorley & Still

Family Law 
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15064 Yonge Street, Aurora 
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 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
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St. Max students cycle for a cause
By Jake Courtepatte

The gym at St. Maximilian Kolbe in 
Aurora was filled with princesses, ducks, 
Hawaiian skirts and football players 
last week: all riding stationary cycles to 
support a worthy cause.

Students and faculty dressed up in 
costume for The Inside Ride, a national 
touring fundraising campaign fighting 

childhood cancer.
Sponsored by the Coast to Coast 

Against Cancer Foundation, St. Max was 
one of  over one hundred Ontario stops on 
the agenda this year.

“Our goal is to live in a world where no 
one has to hear ‘your child has cancer”, 
said Jenn Davies, Program Manager of  
The Inside Ride.

Now in its fourth year, the tour is 

Canada’s first and only national indoor 
cycling challenge.

Davies said the funds are divided into 
the areas where they see the greatest 
need, such as funding of  oncology camps, 
family support programs, survivor 
scholarships and other areas that ease 
the burdens of  a family experiencing 
childhood cancer.

“Everyone has been touched by cancer 
at some point, somehow, some way. We 
can all relate.”

Together, the students of  St. Max 
raised approximately $12,000 for their 
ride. 100-percent of  proceeds goes to the 
foundation.

Teams of  six took turns riding 
stationary bicycles for ten minutes at a 
time, with prizes at the end going to the 
team that “rode” the farthest.

But, it seemed that most participants 
in the 35 teams were more into the team 
spirit and cheering than they were the 
competition.

“Some students take it seriously, but 
for most the whole event is about spirit 
and having fun,” said organizing teacher 
Laura Franciosa. “It’s a good time for all 
the students, and the teachers ride too, 
and we raise money at the same time.”

“Medals also go out to the best costume 
and most spirited team, which are often 
difficult to choose,” said Davies. “It really 
brings people together, not so much for 
the competition but for the nature and 
excitement of  it.”

Organized by Grade 12 students, the 
event was high-spirited and loud for its 
entirety.

“With the music bumping, and all the 
dancing, and everything, it really makes 
fundraising fun,” said Davies. “The kids 
are having fun, the teachers are having 
fun, and money is being raised, which is 
of  course the end goal.”

“Hawaii Six-O” topped the donation 
pool, with the team bringing in $400 to the 
cause. Teams “Miss Universe” and “The 
Mathletes” rounded out the top three, 
contributing over $300 each.

“Everyone did an incredible job of  
raising money for a good cause,” said 
Melton Moyo, Vice Principal of  St. 
Max. He was especially proud of  the 
excitement he saw in the students – and 
not just because they weren’t in class.

“I’m proud of  our entire student body 
today. Everyone deserves a pat on the 
back.”

For more information on the 
foundation, check out www.theinsideride.
com.

defensively, very compact. We thought 
they did very well.” 

“It’s a recurring issue for us: last 
couple of  games, umpteen chances, 
same today,” said North Miss technical 
director Trevor Bertrand.

“I thought we deserved the win to be 
honest, our keeper blundered and they 
capitalized,” he added. 

“Kudos to them, but there were so 
many opportunities for us to put the 
ball in the net and it just couldn’t be 
done. Frustrating, but we will go back 
to the drawing board again.”

With a record of  0-1-2, the United 
women sit tied for fifth place in the nine-
team League 1 table. They host Kingston 
at Sheppard’s Bush this Saturday, a 4 
p.m. kickoff  with both sides searching 
for their first win of  the season.

St. Maximilian Kolbe students cycled in the school gym last Tuesday for the Coast to Coast Against Cancer 
Foundation at the annual Inside Ride event.                            Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

United women 
meet Kingston
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what is traditionally Aurora’s main 
street. “The idea is to create an area 
that is more friendly. [Aurora Public 
Library CAO Jill Foster] says, ‘I don’t 
like walking on Yonge Street because 
the traffic is too fast and it is not a 
comfortable environment.’ I have 
talked to a number of  people who say, 
‘You can park on Yonge Street’ and they 
say, ‘I don’t feel comfortable parking 
on Yonge Street because the traffic is 
simply too fast.’ 

“It seems counterintuitive, but it 
actually does improve traffic flow 
because people are not diving in and 
out [which] a number of  merchants I 
have spoken with up and down Yonge 
Street identify as a problem. It brings 
a little more order to that traffic flow 
and quite frankly, if  you look at Yonge 
Street at almost any time of  day, it is 
one lane because people park there. 

“By providing perhaps a more 
structured area, it creates what I think 
is a much more friendly streetscape 
in the area, far more people-friendly, 
and part of  what this Council overall 
agrees is a challenge that we’re trying 
to deal with right now, which is to work 
with those businesses to create a more 
friendly environment.”

While Councillors agreed that is a 
challenge that needs to be addressed 
this, they said, was not the right way to 
do it. Councillor Michael Thompson, 
for instance, said he had ongoing 
questions about what was hoped to 
be accomplished in the pilot. Similar 
programs in municipalities like Barrie 
and Burlington have approached 
their plans differently, including 
tackling liability concerns, leasing out 
sidewalk space for restaurants, and 
related issues.

“This has been in front of  us for 
a year-and-a-half  and these are the 
questions I continue to ask: What is the 
goal? How are we going to do it? How 
are we going to implement it? What are 
the details? It seems to be a challenge 

to get these details on how the program 
is actually going to be implemented 
and run. It is crucial to understand the 
liability and lease agreements.”

Similar questions were raised by 
Councillor Tom Mrakas who said 
questions he had been asked previously 
on the impact such a plan would have 
on emergency services were still 
unanswered. He likened the “bump 
outs” in the plan to “chicanes on a 
main arterial road” and said claims 
in the staff  report that the majority of  
those attending the open house were in 
favour of  the plan were inaccurate.

Others, such as Councillor John 
Abel, said they were concerned this 
plan was moving too fast through the 
system, while others such as Councillor 
Harold Kim said they were worried 
about the ripple effect limiting traffic 
to one lane would have on surrounding 
neighbourhoods.

“I love this idea in theory, but I 
find it a little bit scary, in fact,” said 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner. “A lot of  
people have spoken to me and the idea 
is wonderful, thanks to the Mayor, but 
we already have a problem on this strip. 
It is going to cause more of  a problem. 
We know this is a transit corridor and 
the Region wants to do these dedicated 
bus lanes and at some point they are 
going to get around to doing it. One 
of  the worst things, if  we did this for 
a few months and residents really like 
it, is [the Region coming to us saying] 
you can’t cut it down because we need 
that second lane for transit. For me, 
that takes priority.”

Some members of  Council were 
in favour of  the plan, however, 
with Councillor Jeff  Thom citing 
Markham’s main street as an example 
that works, if  Aurora proceeds with 
caution. 

“We keep talking about revitalization 
and bringing people back to the core,” 
said Councillor Sandra Humfryes. 
“We keep saying all this stuff, we have 

some great ideas, but nothing has been 
done. I am looking forward to this and 
we can see it. It might cause chaos, it 

might not. It might cause some great 
economic development in our Town 
and we can just build on it.”

Remaining questions halt Yonge Street parking plan
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

HOME RENOVATIONS

DECKS

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

MORTGAGE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

Commercial 
Residential

FREE Estimate

GoodLife Contracting

Bathrooms

Kitchens

Call/Text 416-655-6065
goodlifecontracting@gmail.com
goodlifecontracting.weebly.com

DECKS - Professional 
Carpenter

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

40%-60% 40%-60%40%-60%40%-60%
OFF 20 Years Experience

Custom Drapes. All Kind of Repairs

Silhouette Blinds
2” Horizontal Blinds
Silhouette BlindsSilhouette BlindsSilhouette Blinds

California Shutters
MONARCH DRAPERY DRAPES

 & BLINDS

Call Brian for Details 905-770-9363

MOVING
• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

KITCHEN & BATH

KARATE

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

mon-fri: 9:30 - 6:00pm
sat: 10:30 - 6:30pm

36 Shelley Rd. Unit 4 Richmond Hill ON L4C 5G3

Our Showroom

KITCHEN & BATH 

Oct 1 - Dec 31
2015

35%
OFF

GET

Custom Made Cabinets
Manufacturer

Call Us 
Now

(905)
787-0008

F R E E  D E S I G N  /  E S T I M AT E
www.ffakitchencabinet.com info@ffakitchencabinet.com

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

DECKS

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

Ramin Zarrinsaray
Mortgage Agent (Agent Lic. M15001998)
Mico Financial Corporation (FSCO# 11736)

647-949-7265  |  905-727-1686
ramin@micofi nancial.com

Serving the GTA, Richmond Hill, Aurora, Newmarket

HVAC
Replace your old ineffi cient furnace 

with today’s highest effi ciency models
up to 98% afue

12 Years Parts & Labour Warranty 

and a $250.00 OPA Rebate. 

Immediate installation at the best prices.

Liscensed and Insured.  Aurora 905.727.4258

DECKS

BAIRD CONSTRUCTION GROUP 

 -Basement Renovations
 -Floors and Stairs 
 -Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Call today to book your project 
Brandon: 289 221 9330

bairdconstructiongroup.com

 

 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 905-726-8886 
 4-14 years old  

No Martial Arts  Experience Required 

Non- Members Welcome 

Professionals At Work

Contact 647-588-8561 Email BoyeLandscaping@yahoo.ca

Boye Landscaping
                        & Property Management

• Spring & Fall Clean Up
• Landscape Design
• Estate & Residential
   Maintenance

• Lawn Care
• Tree Removal
• Planting
• Gardening

Complete cremation service for $2,205.Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

GTA KIM CONSTRUCTION

Leave the job to the professionals from beginning to end...
Spring is in the air!

Free estimate
• Paving, Interlocking, Landscaping, Post Holes, Decks, Fences, Patio
• Stairs, Retaining Walls, Flagstone
• Home Renovation, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Flooring
• Site Preparation   • Equipment Rental With Operator

Email Address: Inquireajob@gmail.com
Tel :  647-705-1830, 647-687-2572

Inground Pools 
Landscape Construction 

Home Renovations 
New Home Construction

mondolo
CONSTRUCTION OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE

WWW.MONODOLO.CA

NORM MONDOLO • 416.990.0505 • NORMMONDOLO@GMAIL.COM

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing
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THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 
• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

Looking for keen and energetic people 
who enjoy cleaning 

905-967-0445
CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY LOOK-
ING for experienced, 
knowledgable, on-
site supervisor for 
the York Region 
area. Please email 
resume to: stephe 
no@intercityrealty.
com fax: 905-597-0493   
office: 905-597-0227.

A Z - D R I V E R S 
WANTED @ CAT 
Inc! Steady Year-
Round Miles! Sign-
On Bonus! Long 
Haul Canada/US. 
Monthly/Annual 
Bonuses! Great Pay 
& Benefits! 877-758-
3905

R E G I S T E R E D  
RECES required for local school aged 
child care centres in Aurora. Must have  
experience working with children ages 4-12 
years. Available for part time split shift  
Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3 - 
6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.com

FOR RENT/LEASE

CAR FOR SALE

2013 DODGE 
AVENGER. Great 
condition, only 
43500 km, one own-
er $10,000.  Call for  
details: 289-221-5416

OFFICE FOR 
LEASE Down-
town Aurora 
(Yonge & Mosley)  
Approximately 700 
sq. ft. Call Telly.  
905-717-4073

NOW HIRING 
T E M P O R A R Y 
WORKERS: La-
bourers, Electrical 
Apprentices, Elec-
tricians for a Solar 
Farm build near 
Mount Forest, ON. 
We pay $18 - $35 /
hour. Necessary 
training provided. 
Must be Ontario res-
ident. Previous con-
struction experience 
preferred. Apply 
via email to: info@
colwis.ca  or call 905-
881-6046 or apply in 
person on job site 
183373 Grey Rd 9, 
Holstein, ON.

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

NOT EVERYONE
Needs your services

 all the time... 

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your ServiceDirectory and

 be there when they do!

Call today:
905-727-3300 x 102

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS SWIM ACADEMY

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

RENOVATIONS
GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

Email: david.gardhouse@sympatico.ca
www.gardhousecontracting.ca

 Love where

    you live!

DALTON’S PAINTINg
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Bri’s Swim Academy Bri’s Swim Academy 
                  • Backyard Swimming 

              • Lessons in Aurora 
Red Cross and Lifesaving Society

https://brisswimacademy.wordpress.com
brisswimacademy@gmail.com

416-829-6100

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your Service Directory 

Call: 905-751-6013

ABATE RABBIT 
PACKERS meat 
processing facility 
from Arthur imme-
diately requires 16 
Wholesale and Re-
tail Butchers with 
a minimum of  2 to 
3 years of  direct 
hands on experi-
ence in meat cutting 
and processing. Du-
ties include cutting 
and sectioning of  
meat, skinning and 
removing blemish-
es, deboning rab-
bits and chickens, 
cutting meat into 
specialized cuts and  
preparing for 
wholesale and re-
tail sales. HS diplo-
ma or equivalent 
required. Positions 
offered are perma-
nent full time and 
salary is $16.00/hr 
for 42.5 hrs a week, 
OT after 44 hrs a 
week. Please apply 
in person at 7597 
Jones Baseline in 
Arthur, via email 
at joea@abatepack-
ers.com, via fax at 
1-519-848-2793 or via 
phone at 1-519-848-
2107.

JAN WOODLANDS (2001) INC.  lebelcam-
bium.com, located in Bolton, is now hiring: 
Forklift Operators. Permanent / Full Time 
/ Days. Benefits in 3 months. Knowledge 
of  lumber industry an asset. Recent/Valid  
forklift license is required. Fax resume:  
905-951-8257  Attn: Stuart Robinson or  
email: srobinson@lebelcambium.com
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 Love where

    you live!

DALTON’S PAINTINg
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Bri’s Swim Academy Bri’s Swim Academy 
                  • Backyard Swimming 

              • Lessons in Aurora 
Red Cross and Lifesaving Society

https://brisswimacademy.wordpress.com
brisswimacademy@gmail.com

416-829-6100

TEXAS USA BEST BUY We have prime 
20 acre parcels available with scenic views. 
Now only $395/acre, $99/month. For more 
information call 1-800-875-6568

FULL TIME POSITIONS
Metal Fab Shop Requires:
• Shop Supervisor, Afternoon shift
• Service Coordinator, $50K,  
Acton, ON

• Estimator $60K
• “D” class driver, Small Flatbed, 
Skilled with Strapping loads

• Welders … All position MIG, Days 
and Afternoon shifts, $17-18 / hr

• Heavy Labour, Bolton, $14-18 / hr.

Other Positions:
• Service Tech, repair Kitchen 
counters on site, $18-20 / hr.

• Boom Truck Operator, 23 Ton, 
140’ Boom, $30 / hr.

• Warehouse Walkie Operator, 
$14.50 / hr.

• Certified Forklift Operators,  
$14-16 / hr.

ª Millwrights. Brampton and Acton, 
$26-28 / hr.

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Sell telecommunications services (phone, internet & TV) across 

numerous regions for maximum growth
•  Be part of an ever growing team, developing new markets 
    for new revenue and income opportunities

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

Desired Skills & Experience:
• Sales Driven
• Great Personal Skills
• Strong oral and written communication skills
•  Marketing and/or Communication education 

an asset

Compensation:
Base + Commission

LOCATION:
Toronto (Close to Pearson Airport)

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for an enthusiastic inside sales representative. 
A rewarding opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 

Grant Roughley 
Vice-President 
NFTC 
groughley@frontenac.net

North Frontenac 
Telephone Company

CARRIERS NEEDED FOR THE AURORAN  
CALL CEPHISE: 416-505-2770
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