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WHY PAY MORE?

   YOU NAME IT 
            ...WE FRAME IT
16686 Yonge St., Newmarket (905) 895-4084

Across from Mandarin Buffet Restaurant
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A WELL-EARNED BURGER – Lea, Daria, Carmen, Yohanna and Julia celebrate with a few freshly barbequed burgers after a morning of hard work keeping  
Aurora beautiful. The girls were among the many residents fanning out across Town on Saturday for the annual Anti-Litter Day. After cleaning up hot spots 
around the area, volunteers returned to Town Park for a community barbeque and live music. For more, please see Page 10.       Auroran photo by David Falconer

Fr. Joe Gorman leaves priesthood 
following controversy

By Brock Weir

Father Joe Gorman, pastor of  
Aurora’s Our Lady of  Grace Catholic 
Parish, announced his decision to 
leave the priesthood Saturday.

Fr. Gorman said, in a letter 
distributed to parishioners following 
Saturday’s mass, his decision was his 
and his alone.

His resolution comes after two 
months of  speculation over his 
future after he was asked by Cardinal 
Thomas Collins of  the Archdiocese 
of  Toronto in January to “take some 

time away from the parish”, citing 
alleged “financial irregularities” 
and “involvement in marriages not 
sanctioned by the Catholic Church.”

According to the Archdiocese, 
the marriage in question involved 
Fr. Gorman presiding at a ceremony 
where one of  the individuals had 
been previously married and had not 
received an annulment, a requirement 
for marriage within the Catholic 
Church. After this initial incident, 
they say he presided at a wedding of  
two Catholics from the Aurora parish 
that was held in an Anglican chapel 

“after being advised on more than one 
occasion this was not permitted.”

They went on to say he completed 
marriage records following the 
ceremony “to indicate a minister 
from another denomination officiated 
even though Fr. Gorman officiated. 
This activity was contrary to the laws 
of  the Catholic Church and violated 
the Civil Marriage Act, putting his 
own license in jeopardy.”

As for the financial irregularities, 
the Archdiocese said Fr. Gorman 
did not follow “clearly outlined 

Next stop: $2 million as Run/Walk 
surpasses milestone goal

By Brock Weir

The Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex was bustling by dawn 
Sunday as thousands gathered to put 
their best feet forward to raise over 
$180,000 (and counting) for their local 
hospital.

Sunday was the Run or Walk for 
Southlake, the wildly popular annual 
fundraiser for Southlake Regional 
Health Centre, which started 
eight years ago as the Hartwell 
Challenge. Now presented by Nature’s 
Emporium, the Run/Walk surpassed 
their ultimate goal of  raising a total of  
$1 million since the Run’s inception.

“It is so inspiring to think our 
community would care so much about 

their hospital to raise $1 million,” said 
Neila Poscente, CEO of  the Southlake 
Regional Health Centre Foundation. 
“It is fabulous. You’re always setting 
that aspirational, ‘Wow, do you think 
we can do it?’ goal, so when we realised 
that this year, with the support of  the 
community, we could hit that million 
dollar mark, we were just blown 
away.”

So, what’s next after reaching that 
goal as pledges continue to roll in?

“Two million!” said Ms. Poscente 
with a laugh. “Every year, this event 
has gotten bigger and community 
support has gotten bigger, so we know 
we’re onto something. The community 
loves their hospital and they want to 

Continued on page 13

Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577

Young runners cross the finish line at the SARC 
on Sunday morning. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

For more information, please call 905-726-4762
or visit www.aurora.ca/artshow • #AuroraArtShow
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

presented by The Town of Aurora in associat ion
with the Society of York Region Ar tists

J U R I E D  A RT 
S H OW  and S A L E

53rd Annual

Saturday, May 2, 2015
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday, May 3, 2015
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Free Admission • Aurora Town Hall • 100 John West Way

Looking for that perfect piece for your home or of� ce?
Find the perfect piece of art for every style and taste!

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

See page 11 for Details
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Notice of Public Meeting for Accessible Playground Design for 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park

Date Thursday, May 14 at 7 p.m.
Location: Aurora Town Hall, Holland Room

Please join us for continuing discussions and ideas for the redevelopment of the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park (formerly Civic Square Park). 

The purpose of the meeting is to provide an updated Landscape Master Plan, 
based on public input and comments received at the first Public Meeting held on 
January 15, 2014.

REMINDERS
53rd Aurora Art Show and Sale on Saturday, May 2 and 
Sunday, May 3

The Town of Aurora, in partnership with the Society of York Region Artists invites you to 
the 53rd Annual Juried Art Show and Sale.

For all art enthusiasts, this is a must-see event featuring more than 300 pieces of 
artwork. Professional artists from across Ontario will display their original artwork 
created in any medium.

WHEN: Saturday, May 2 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Sunday, May 3 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
WHERE: Aurora Town Hall
COST: Admission is FREE!

For more information, please call the Special Events line at 905-726-4762. This event is 
proudly sponsored by York Region Media Group.

The Town of Aurora proclaimed 2015 as the Year of Sport in 
Aurora. Stay tuned for a number of upcoming sporting events 
from various sports organizations in Aurora to celebrate the 
importance of healthy sport and activities in our community.

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Dinner and a Movie 

Divergent (Rated PG)

Where:  Aurora Family Leisure Complex
 The Loft 
When: Saturday, May 2
 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds 
Price: Entry is $3 per person  
 and pizza will be served. 
 
For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121.

Seeking Present and Former Pan Am 
or Para-Pan Athletes

The Pan American Games are the world’s third 
largest international multi-sport games. The 
Town of Aurora is proud to be the Community 
Celebration site as the Pan Am Torch Relay 
comes through Aurora on Thursday, June 25.  

Following the Pan Am celebration, different festivities will 
take place in Lambert Willson Park. We will feature the grand 
opening of the Aurora Sports Heritage exhibit. The exhibit will 
highlight the sports featured in the Pan Am Games. 

In addition to historical photos and artifacts from the Town’s 
collection, the exhibition will showcase the 2015 Aurora Sports 
Hall of Fame inductees and past and present achievements of 
residents who competed, or are competing, in the Games.

The Town of Aurora would like to identify and invite Pan 
Am and Para Pan Am athletes, coaches and officials who 
represented any country and have resided in or are currently a 
resident of Aurora, to participate in the exhibition, which will 
run from June 25 to mid-September.  

Please submit your interest to participate by Friday, May 1 to 
Marianna Saavedra at 905-727-3123 ext. 4753.

Information about the Water Meter Replacement 
Program

Residents living north of Orchard Heights Boulevard, south of 
St. John’s Sideroad between Bathurst Street and Yonge Street 
are advised that The Town of Aurora will continue our multi-year 
water meter replacement program in your area. 

This program will be carried out by WAMCO on behalf of the 
Town. You will be receiving notification from WAMCO in regards 
to scheduling your water meter replacement.

There is no charge to the homeowner. For all inquiries, please 
contact The Town of Aurora at 905-727-1375.

Register now for Town of Aurora Summer Camps!

Register now for one of our many fun and exciting Summer Camp 
options. Whether you are interested in sports, art or science, we 
offer something for a variety of ages. 

For more information, please see the 2015 Spring and Summer 
Program Guide on our website at www.aurora.ca or pick-up a 
copy at one of our facilities today!

Aurora Community Arboretum annual 
Community Tree Planting
 
The Aurora Community Arboretum is having its annual 
Community Tree Planting event on Saturday, May 2 from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. The planting site is located at the north 
end of the Optimist Park, off Birkshire Drive near Skipton 
Trail. This function is a go, rain or shine so please dress 
accordingly. Shovels will be provided. Please bring the entire 
family and plant a tree! Students will receive volunteer hours.

Doane House Hospice -  Wings for Hope Fundraiser

On Wednesday, May 6, the following restaurants will donate $1 
for every pound of wings sold: Wild Wing on Wellington Street, 
St. Louis Bar & Grill on Bayview Avenue, C.W. Coop’s on Yonge 
Street and Sgt. Pepper’s Pub & Grill on Commerce Drive.

Pine Tree Potters’ Spring Pottery Sale

Visit the Pine Tree Potters’ spring pottery sale from Thursday, 
April 30 to Sunday, May 3 at the Aurora Cultural Centre, located 
at 22 Church Street. For more information, please visit 
www.pinetreepotters.ca

Town of Aurora offers Junior Golf Lessons

The Town of Aurora is excited to offer Junior Golf lessons this 
Spring! Check out our 2015 Spring and Summer Program Guide 
for details. Beginner to intermediate skill levels are available for 
ages 7 to 16. Golf clubs and balls will be provided. Register now 
and join us on the green!

Make-up Application Workshop for Teens

The Town of Aurora is excited to offer Make-up Application 
workshops for teens ages 12 to 18 years. Participants will learn 
about product choices, colour selection, application techniques 
and more! Check out our 2015 Spring and Summer Program 
Guide for details.

Summer Camp Open House on Saturday, May 23

Join us at The Town of Aurora Summer Camp 
Open House. This is a great opportunity for 
children to meet some of our camp staff 
and to become familiar with our exciting 
programs.

Date:  Saturday, May 23
Time:  10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Location: Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex

We encourage all registered campers or anyone who would 
like to learn more about our programs to attend. For more 
information, please contact our Community Programs 
Co-ordinator at 905-726-4761 or fdemarco@aurora.ca

Celebrate National Youth Week!

Celebrate National Youth Week from Friday, May 1 to Thursday, 
May 7. Enjoy some exciting activities at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex. Visit www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4760 for more 
details.

Youth Drop-in Sports at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex

Callling all youth 12 to 17 years old! Please drop by the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex to enjoy drop-in sports in the gymnasium 
or hang out in “The Loft”. Visit www.aurora.ca for an up-to-date 
schedule of activities.

Register now for Club Aurora’s 14th Annual Golf 
Classic

The last day to register for Club Aurora’s 14th annual Golf Classic 
is Sunday, May 31. The event will be held at St. Andrew’s Valley 
Golf Club on Tuesday, June 16 starting at 10 a.m. For more 
information or to register, please call 905-726-4764.

Are you the next Aurora Teen Idol?

If you are an Aurora resident aged 12 to 17 and interested 
in participating in Aurora Teen Idol, fill out your application 
online at www.aurora.ca/teenidol 

For more information please call 905-726-4762.

Aurora seeking applicants for the John West 
Memorial “Leaders of Tomorrow” Scholarship

The Town of Aurora is asking students in our community entering 
their first year of full-time post-secondary study to apply for the 
John West Memorial “Leaders of Tomorrow” Scholarship Award.

The Town believes in recognizing our “Leaders of Tomorrow,” 
who have made a positive impact in our community to inspire us 
and give us hope for the future.

The award will honour the achievements of senior students who 
are entering their first year of full-time post-secondary study at 
college, university or equivalent. The awards will be distributed to 
one male and one female applicant. Applicants must be residents 
of Aurora. Each scholarship has a value of $1,000. 

This award would not have been possible without the donation 
of funds from former Mayor John West, who passed away in 
December 2013. The former mayor and long-serving councillor 
provided more than two decades of public service to The Town of 
Aurora between 1979 and 2006.

Application forms for the award must be accompanied by a 
letter detailing the individual’s contribution to the community, 
which may include areas such as: education, health, fundraising, 
charitable and voluntary services, business, sports, arts, 
the environment or any other area that contributes to the 
advancement and well-being of Aurora.

The deadline for scholarship applications to the Town is Monday, 
June 1. The eligibility criteria and applications are available on 
the Town’s website at www.aurora.ca or in-person at the Parks 
& Recreation Services department at Aurora Town Hall, 3rd Floor. 
Award recipients will be contacted by Wednesday, July 1.

For more information, please contact Loriann Ierullo, Recreation 
Supervisor, Special Projects at 905-726-4763.

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Monday, May 4  7 p.m. Council Chambers Special General Committee 
   Operating & Capital Budgets*
Tuesday, May 5 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee*
Wednesday, May 6 7 p.m. Leksand Room Accessibility Advisory Committee
Monday, May 11 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council (rescheduled from May 12)
Tuesday, May 12 9:30 a.m. Newmarket Joint Council Committee
Thursday, May 14 7 p.m. Council Chambers Committee of Adjustment
Thursday, May 14 7 p.m. Leksand Room Economic Development Advisory Committee
Tuesday, May 19 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee*
Wednesday, May 20 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Aurora Public Library Board
Thursday, May 21 7 p.m. Council Chambers Public Planning*
Tuesday, May 26 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Calling all gardeners!  We’re looking for Aurora residents to  
take the Greener Garden Composting Challenge this summer.   

All experience levels welcome. 

FREE COMPOSTER PROVIDED!
COMPLETE THE CHALLENGE TO WIN A PRIZE!

The deadline for registration is Sunday, May 24, 2015. Participants  
must be residents of the Town of Aurora and living in a home  

with a backyard. Ten families will be selected. 

For more information, please visit the Town’s website at www.aurora.ca or call  
Amanda Cutler, Waste & Recycling Co-ordinator,  

Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 ext. 3447 or by email at acutler@aurora.ca

Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex  

Youth Centre

Grand Opening

•	Full-size	gymnasium
•	The	Loft	youth	space
•	Rock	climbing	wall

•	Skate	park
•	Teaching	kitchen
*Limited space available.

Skate	park	demos	with	live	music	and	DJ		•		Rock	climbing		•		Drop-in	sports	in	the	gymnasium
Leisure	swim	from	1:15	p.m.	to	2:45	p.m.*		•		Face	painting		•		Arts	and	crafts		•		Refreshments	

Youth	drop-in	activities	at	The	Loft		•		All activities are free of charge!

Ribbon cutting with Mayor Dawe and Members of Council at 12 p.m.

The Town of Aurora celebrates Youth Week!

For	more	information,	please	visit	www.aurora.ca

Saturday, May 2 – 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
135 Industrial Parkway North

Tour the youth space at the AFLC, featuring:
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

All personal lending products and residential mortgages are offered by Royal Bank of Canada and are subject to its standard lending criteria. ® Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of 
Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TM Trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. 45812 (08/2010)
 

Silvia Birk, CFP, PFP 
Financial Planner 
Investing and Retirement Planning 
905-841-2462 
silvia.birk@rbc.com 

Gilles Tomasso 
Mobile Mortgage Specialist 
416-580-6840 
gilles.tomasso@rbc.com 

Feel more in control of your  
future with sound financial  
advice. Talk to an RBC advisor. 

Financial planning services and investment advice are provided by Royal Mutual Funds Inc. a member company under RBC Wealth Management. 
Royal Mutual Funds Inc., RBC Asset Management Inc., Royal Bank of Canada, Royal Trust Corporation of Canada, The Royal Trust Company and 
Phillips, Hager & North Investment Management Ltd. are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. Royal Mutual Funds Inc. is licensed as a 
financial services firm in the province of Quebec. † Personal lending products and residential mortgages are provided by Royal Bank of Canada and 
are subject to its standard lending criteria. ® Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. ™ Trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under license.  45812 (08/2010)

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4347

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting to receive input on the following planning 
application on Thursday, May 21 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall Council Chambers.

APPLICATION:    The Owner has submitted an application for an amendment to Zoning By-law 
   2213-78 to change the zoning from Holding Row Dwelling Residential (H) (R6-62)  
   Exception Zone to Detached Dwelling Second Density Residential (R2-XX)  
   Exception Zone, to allow the development of 49 single detached units on a  
   private roadway (condominium) on the 3.0 hectare (ha) parcel of land. 

PROPERTY:  15776 Leslie Street

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of Lot 24, Concession 2

APPLICANT:  Brookfield Homes (Ontario) Aurora Limited

FILE NUMBER:  ZBA-2015-01

 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION:  
Additional information may be obtained from Drew MacMartin of the Planning & Development Services department 
at 905-727-3123, ext. 4347, Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Comments may also be mailed to  
the Planning & Development Services department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to 
planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name and number.

PRIVACY INFORMATION:

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records Public Planning meetings. If you 
make a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff 
and may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this to the Town 
Clerk at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

ZONING BY-LAW (O. REG. 545/06):

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of 
the Council of The Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the 
hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless there are reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment, you 
must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development 
Services.

Timberlane redevelopment delayed after 
alarm bells raised by business

By Brock Weir

Developers looking to transform 
Timberlane Athletic Club into a residential 
community might have squared things 
with their new neighbours, but plans to 
proceed with the plan hit a speedbump 
last week after an area business raised 
concerns. 

Brookfield Homes, the new owners of  
the Timberlane land on Vandorf  Sideroad, 
were before Council last week to pitch a 
proposed site amendment in the second 
Public Planning meeting dedicated to the 
redevelopment plan.

Their latest plan differs significantly 
from what was initially before Council – 
and neighbours.

The first time around, Brookfield 
proposed a development of  77 units, 
consisting of  a mix of  townhouses, semi-
detached units and single detached homes. 
Through consultation and meetings 
with area neighbours, however, the latest 
iteration has reduced the plan to 56 units, 
all single detached.

The plan also includes larger buffers 
between the new neighbourhood and 
surrounding uses. 

“Tonight, I would like to thank each 
and every Councillor for their support 
as we worked over these last months 
with the people of  Brookfield to reach 
an accommodation,” said resident John 
Greenhough, representing Falconwood 
Estates. “I am pleased to say that subject 
to other arrangements we have reached 
a compromise and we now withdraw 
any and all objections we expressed on a 
previous basis in this chamber.” 

While the Falconwood residents are 
happy, one local business is not.

Representatives from Van-Rob, the 
large-scale stamping plant on Vandorf  
Sideroad that employs approximately 700 
people, however, urged Council to delay 
their approval of  the plan.

According to Patricia Foran, legal 
counsel for Van-Rob, the company already 
spent over $2 million in recent years to 
mitigate the impact vibration and noise 
emanating from their factory would 
have on nearby residences, and a new 
development on the site of  Timberlane 
could put them back at square one.

“We ask that you defer your 
consideration and direct staff  to retain 
expert peer review consultants and have 
them consult with my own client and their 
own experts respecting the issue of  noise, 
vibration and traffic concerns,” said Ms. 
Foran. “[My client remains] concerned 
about the impact of  additional residential 
development and new neighbours coming 
into the area in proximity to their 
manufacturing operation.”

Compounding the issue, she said, 

was the classification of  Van-Rob as a 
Class 2 Industry under Ministry of  the 
Environment Guidelines in the report 
currently before Council. The business 
should really be considered a Class 3, the 
“most intensive and incompatible type of  
development” to residential, she added.

“The potential for incompatibility is 
significant and the potential for complaints 
to new residents is very significant as well,” 
she said. “It is more difficult for industry 
to operate in proximity to residential 
development when they are Class 3. It is 
particularly important and difficult for 
them to update their approvals from the 
Ministry of  the Environment when they 
have new residential development closer 
to their operations.”

Van-Rob operates 24 hours a day and 
existing studies completed by Brookfield 
did not take this into account. Brookfield, 
on the other hand, argued they completed 
their studies at what they understood was 
at a particularly high traffic time.

Nevertheless, if  the development 
goes ahead as planned without further 
mitigation measures, Van-Rob will have 
to update their certificates of  approval 
with the Ministry, which could prove very 
costly to the business. Having incoming 
residents sign affidavits saying they 
would not complain about noise did not go 
far enough, added Van-Rob co-owner Peter 
Van Schaik.

Council ultimately agreed with Van-
Rob’s request to delay approval until a 
peer review could take place on what had 
been submitted so far. In their approval, 
they set a one month time limit for this to 
take place. 

“I am very pleased to hear the residents 
have worked with the developer and have 
come to an acceptable agreement about 
density,” said Councillor Wendy Gaertner, 
who raised a number of  concerns of  her 
own about density. “Van Rob is a very 
important employer to the Town, employs 
a lot of  people, and has been here for a long 
time. It adds prestige to the community. 
I believe if  they have concerns and they 
have taken the trouble to request their 
lawyer to be at this meeting, I believe we 
have to address their issues. A few weeks 
in the grand scheme of  things is not going 
to make much difference.”

Others, however, had their reservations. 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe, for instance, said he 
supported Van-Rob, but wanted a different 
approach.

“It is not fair to a corporation that has 
been there for years and has invested a 
lot of  money just in terms of  setting up a 
new business, let alone new mitigation,” 
he said. “It is not fair to someone who has 
bought a piece of  land that has residential 
development rights on it. I think there are 
some larger issues we need to deal with.”
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A WEEKEND  
OF TREE PLANTING

If  you’ve ever had the urge to plant a tree 
to leave a lasting mark, this is your weekend 
to do it. On Saturday, there will be a number 
of  opportunities for residents to participate in 
tree planting events. Beginning at 9.30 a.m., and 
running thorough 12.30 p.m., Neighbourhood 
Network hosts their annual Spring Tree Planting 
Day, hitting locations in Aurora, East Gwillimbury, 
Georgina and Newmarket. Volunteers in Aurora 
will be planting at the Aurora Community 
Garden on Industrial Parkway South, as well as 
at Monkman Court near Bayview Avenue and 
Vandorf  Sideroad. Pre-registration is required. 
While students can register at their respective 
guidance offices, community members at large 
can register by calling 905-726-3737. For more 
information on other locations, visit nnetwork.
org.

Meanwhile, at 10 a.m., the Aurora Community 
Arboretum and Lake Simcoe Conservation 
Authority will host their own annual tree planting 
day. Running through 12 noon, rain or shine, the 
event is open to the whole family. Plantings get 
underway in Optimist Park near Birkshire Drive 
and Skipton Trail in Northeast Aurora. For 
more information, visit ww.auroraarboretum.ca. 
Students can earn volunteer hours at both events.

NEPAL EARTHQUAKE
As a result of  Saturday’s devastating 

earthquake in Nepal, numerous aid organizations 
are stepping up to raise relief  funds for the 
affected. For more, visit www.redcross.ca.
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If you don’t use it, you lose it

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Homeowner’s rights 
“violated” by community 
mailbox placement

A few weeks ago, a representative 
from Canada Post interrupted my 
evening meal to hand me a pamphlet 
outlining the location of  my new 
Community Mailbox (CMB).

Imagine my shock when he showed 
me a picture of  my own front lawn, 
just metres from my front door.  I 
immediately objected, telling him that 
I had not been consulted, but months 
later, it has become clear to me that 
Canada Post simply does not care. 

After making numerous calls to both 
Canada Post and the Town of  Aurora, it 
is clear that I am on my own in fighting 
the placement of  this mailbox.

My first call was to the Town, hoping 
to receive some guidance on how to stop 
this CMB from being built.

I was told, rather curtly, by the By-
law department, that along the road 
is the Town’s property and that they 
have no say in the location Canada Post 
chooses for these boxes. 

When I called Canada Post, they 
told me that the municipality had 
approved all sites. Both organizations 
placed blame on the other and passed 
responsibility—which leaves me on my 
own.

It is interesting to me to see that, 
while other cities and Municipalities 
across Canada have passed by-laws in 
order to gain control over this process, 
Aurora has decided to let its citizens 
sort this out on their own.

The site chosen for this CMB is on 
the opposite side from the sidewalk, 
making it inaccessible for anyone with 
disabilities.

In every way this site is both 
inappropriate and dangerous, not 
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Machell’s Corners

On Sunday evening, my social 
media feeds were aflutter with heated 
discussions about a letter to the editor 
that was published last week. 

It was regarding sexuality and 
gender education/awareness at Dr. G.W. 
Williams, among a slew of  other things. 
As I saw many local high school students 
share their outrage concerning this 
piece, I only saw it fit to share the other 
side of  the debate. 

My first concern is how the new 
sexual education curriculum was 
presented in the letter. 

I am unsure if  it is an inability to 
recognize the maturity of  a high school 
student, or a complete disregard for 
inclusivity, but we students are relieved 
that the concept of  consent, and the 
social construct of  gender and sexuality 
are finally being talked about at school.

To be teaching a Grade 2 that “no 
means no”, or a Grade 3 about same-sex 
relationships should not be distressing. 
This is erasing ignorance and creating 
an educated generation.

As young adults, we realize the 
importance of  open conversations: that 
sex, consent and protection are not 
topics to be written off, but concepts we 
should be discussing. Whether others 
like it or not, society is becoming more 
accepting of  the evolving nature of  a 
defined “natural family.” 

Moreover, in suggesting that by 
accepting these new concepts, we are 
devaluing a child’s life, you are in turn 
devaluing the life of  a closeted teen, for 
example, who may fear coming out. 

To suggest that acceptance beyond 
what you see as the norm is going to 
indoctrinate us in to a childless society 
is ignorant. Would you rather live in 
a society conditioned not to love and 
accept everyone? 

It may not be what some have been 
taught growing up, but schools are at 
the forefront of  the equality movement, 
and we students are right there beside 
them.

sally Falk, Grade 12
Aurora High school

Okay, you’re probably not going to 
lose it, but bear with me for a moment.

I’ve never been a good prognosticator. 
Politically speaking, I may have a bit 
of  a knack in predicting the outcomes 
of  elections when things get down to 
the wire, but I would never be so bold 
as to join Auroran columnist Stephen 
Somerville in putting out Stanley Cup 
predictions.

First of  all, sports simply aren’t my 
forte and, let’s face it, this is Canada. To 
throw out predictions on the only one 
of  our national sports that still has the 
power to whip people up into a frenzy 
takes… well, it takes a solid pair of  
pucks.

Apparently, however, my nose has 
taken something of  a hit.

While looking for an old article 
which ultimately turned out to be 
inconsequential, I came across a 
previous edition of  Brock’s Banter 
on the topic of  the Aurora Youth 
Centre, or, as it is officially known, the 
Community Space for Youth.

At the time that column was written, 
there was a sense of  relief  around the 
Council table that a project that had 
taken so long to get off  the launching 
pad was finally in midair, while others 
were tut-tutting the entire project as 
a predicted disaster, looking for the 
master switch to try and bring that 
baby in for a controlled landing before 
it got too far afield.

Nevertheless, it progressed and, as 
of  Saturday, the results will be buffed 
and polished, ready to be enjoyed by the 
youngsters and teens it was created to 
serve. 

This is Youth Week, and to mark 
the occasion, the Town of  Aurora is 
throwing open the doors of  the Youth 
Space on May 2 from 12 noon to 4 p.m. 
While many of  the components of  the 
Youth Space were open to the general 
public on February 28, there were still 
a few things that needed to be tweaked.

This weekend’s events will include 
skate park demonstrations complete 
with live music and a DJ, drop-in sports, 
rock climbing, face painting, arts and 
crafts, and more. 

It promises to be an exciting event 
for the people the space is intended 
to serve and, let’s face it, after the 
controversies surrounding the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex in recent 
weeks, it will be a welcome change of  
pace.

But, back to those early predictions 
of  mine.

Back when the renovations of  
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
expanded from the simple addition of  
a Youth Centre to a nearly wholesale 
renovation of  the entire building to 
accommodate it, I feared the worst.

What was the worst, you might ask? 
To be blunt and brief, it was the fear 
the Youth Centre would ultimately 
be temporary. With limited ways for 
youth to access the facility under 
their own steam – after all, transit is 
comparatively limited gallivanting 
up and down Industrial Parkway on 
evenings and weekends – I had the 
concern an initial bout of  excitement 
over the facility might taper off.

Compounding this was the eagerness 
of  the Aurora Seniors’ Association to 
have use of  additional components of  
facilities intended for youth when they 
were not using it. This is not a problem 
in and of  itself, but putting myself  
back in the shoes of  a tween, there is 
something decidedly uncool about 
going out of  your way to gather with 
a group of  friends in a room recently 
vacated by grandma after a gruelling 
yoga session. 

Kudos to grandma for wanting to 
stay fit and active, but teens and tweens 
might not see it that way. 

At the end of  the day, the bottom line 
of  my fear was this would ultimately 
evolve into an annexe of  the already 
bursting Aurora Seniors’ Centre, once 
again leaving youth with nowhere to 
truly call their own. 

I was heartened, however, to talk 
with youth having a blast in The Loft 
on the renovated Complex’s second, 
and most recent “grand re-opening”, at 
the end of  February. 

Those taking in the facility had no 
shortage of  superlatives to describe 
the games, the entertainment area, and 
promised they would be coming back 

for more.
I hope many parents reading the 

paper this week, and over the last 
couple of  weeks, decide to take some 
time out of  their busy Saturday, make 
the trip over to the Complex and allow 
their kids to explore the place at their 
own pace.

The more they, and their parents, 
embrace it and take advantage of  all it 
has to offer, the better chance it will be 
preserved, as intended for generations 
to come.

“The Youth Centre became a 
Youth Space,” said Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner at a Special Council Meeting 
held earlier this month, to allow 
members of  the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex to vent their collective spleen 
over their growing list of  shortcomings 
sited in the grand redesign of  the 
building. “We don’t have enough space 
for the users of  various classes, so 
maybe The Loft needs to be a shared 
space now. [The Complex] can’t be 
pristine if  we don’t have room for the 
users.”

Now, Councillor Gaertner was 
always a proponent of  a Youth Centre 
independent of  the Complex for the 
entirety of  the debate, so there just 
might be an element of  “tongue in 
cheek” in her words, but it raises a 
larger issue.

In the frenzy to collect, collate and 
address the laundry list of  issues – 
shortcomings, potential oversights, 
and what have you – that have been 
identified as more and more people 
come into contact with the Complex, 
it is important to keep in mind the 
original intention behind Council’s 
decision to overhaul the facility in the 
first place.

No matter how loud the hue and 
cry from residents and members who 
have their own youths firmly in the 
rear-view mirror (and well beyond 
the point where objects do appear 
closer than they actually are), the 
voices of  the youth for which this 
centre, space or facility has been 
created shouldn’t be lost in the shuffle.  
Strong presence and strong engagement 
from kids and parents not just this 
Saturday, but for a long time down 
the road, will ensure this Community 
Space for Youth remains just that, and 
that corrective measures still needed to 
be carried out at the Complex serve all 
users.
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Why are Aurorans so grumpy, all of  
a sudden?

I know this sounds like a bit of  a 
blanket statement, and I suppose there 
must be the odd cheerful person out 
there, but it seems that we’ve gotten 
decidedly unhappy lately.

Take what was supposed to be one of  
the big good news stories this year.

The Town spent millions of  dollars 
renovating the Leisure Complex. You’d 
think that would bring leaps of  joy, but 
all we’re hearing are complaints: there 
were too many delays in completing 
it, there aren’t enough showers, the 
lockers are too small, there’s not 
enough room to stretch and warm up, 
my towel isn’t as fluffy as it used to be…

Okay, so maybe we haven’t heard that 
last one yet, but I’m sure someone’s 
been thinking it.  

The curbside clear bag program is 
another recent example. Who doesn’t 
want to promote recycling and being 
green? No doubt many do, but a large 
number were less than enthusiastic 
about their neighbours being able 
to see their innermost secrets every 
other week, and complained about 
it, pushing Council to hold off  on its 
implementation.

And when was the last time you 
heard people cheering for the Town’s 
budget?  You got it: Grumpy Town.  

That negativity is usually based 
on the traditional large annual tax 

increase. But I expect that even if  the 
Mayor himself  personally delivered 
generous tax rebates to every resident, 
they’d still find something to complain 
about, like the font used on the cheque, 
or that they’d gotten a paper cut when 
they opened the envelope.

And the sources of  all this local 
venting are not limited to government. 
The private sector is causing its share 
of  frowny faces in Town, too. Just ask 
the folks who live next to the proposed 
redevelopment at Highland Gate. They 
bring unhappiness to a whole new 
level.

It’s not that these and other people 
are naturally of  a glass half  empty 
frame of  mind, or want to be this way, 
but events at this time have transpired 
to make them so.

While historically there has always 
been something to complain about in 
Aurora, the number of  upset people 
lately seems to be escalating, which is 
puzzling.

It’s not like we don’t have a lot to 
smile about in Aurora.  

This Town has caring residents, 
a wealth of  cultural and recreation 
opportunities, good stores and services, 
lots of  green space, volunteers galore, 
and an inspiring number of  kids who 
will obviously play a part in making 
our world a better place.

And who wouldn’t be happy that 
after several long months, winter 
finally seems to be over?

But, for every small ray of  sunshine 
in Town, there’s a larger dark cloud in 
the form of  a new cell tower for folks to 
whinge over. 

And if  it’s not a cell tower, it’s the lack 
of  parking in library square, or another 
delay on a decision on the Yonge Street 
promenade, or traffic calming, or water 
bans, or some similarly hated thing.

It’s unfortunate, but the list of  
subjects Aurorans seem bent out of  
shape over seems truly endless.

Hopefully, things in Aurora change 
soon, and a more positive outlook 
starts to predominate, or we could 
end up taking the place of  Vancouver, 
which was recently recognised as the 
saddest place in Canada.   

But at least that would give our West 
Coast friends something to smile about.

Feel free to e-mail scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Grumpy Town

INSIDE
AURORA

scott Johnston

Most of  you will have heard about the 
devastating 7.8 magnitude earthquake 
that struck Nepal late April 25. I know 
everyone in Newmarket-Aurora offers 
their deepest condolences to the people 
of  Nepal and northern India who have 
lost family and friends. Our collective 
sympathies are with everyone affected 
by this catastrophe. 

Thousands of  Canadians are 
mobilizing to help. As the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of  International 
Development, the Minister responsible 
for Canada’s global humanitarian aid 
budget, it has been heart-warming 
to personally see firsthand so many 
stepping up and working tirelessly to 
assist.

Canada’s Immediate Response 
Canada itself  has taken swift action 

on several fronts to meet immediate 
humanitarian needs. Within hours 
of  hearing of  the disaster, Canada 
announced a $5 million contribution 
of  humanitarian assistance funding to 
respond to the immediate devastating 
effects of  the earthquake and 
aftershocks.  

Shortly thereafter, the Government of  
Canada created the Nepal Earthquake 
Relief  Fund. The Government of  
Canada is matching every eligible dollar 
contributed by individual Canadians 
to a registered Canadian charity from 
April 25 to May 25, 2015, in response to 
the Nepal earthquake. 

Canadians have consistently shown 
that they are willing to help those most in 
need and this fund will provide financial 
support to experienced Canadian 
and international humanitarian and 
development partner organizations 
working on the ground to deliver life-
saving assistance.  

DART
The Disaster Assistance Response 

Team (DART) helps Canada to respond to 
natural disasters abroad. It is a military 
organization ready to deploy quickly to 
conduct emergency relief  operations 

anywhere in the world. On Monday of  
this week an assessment team deployed 
from Canadian Forces Base Trenton to 
pre-position its personnel and resources 
who will assist in the aftermath of  an 
earthquake. Hundreds of  replacement 
travel documents were included on 
Canada’s DART contingent destined for 
those affected Canadians in the region. 
Accelerated processing of  existing 
applications in the system out of  the 
affected region has been authorized and 
extensions to visitor visas, student visas 
and work visas from people currently in 
Canada from Nepal will be processed on 
an expedited basis.

We are working with our partners 
and allies to ensure the safe evacuation 
of  Canadians to neighbouring countries 
by helping to identify commercial flights 
and using Department of  National 
Defence flights.

Red Cross Partnership
The Government of  Canada has 

partnered with the Canadian Red 
Cross to support the deployment of  an 
emergency health-care unit that will 
have the capacity to provide urgent care 
for up to 200 people per day.

Relief  supplies from DFATD’s 
emergency stockpile have also been 
deployed to the hardest-hit regions of  
Nepal. Canada’s stockpile can support 
25,000 people for three months and 
includes an array of  items such as tarps, 
blankets and hygiene kits that meet 
established international specifications 
set out by the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement. 

Emergency Contacts
Canada will continue to work with 

officials in Nepal and India, as well as 
international partners and aid agencies, 
to contribute to helping those affected 
by this crisis. Canadians in the affected 
region requiring emergency consular 
assistance should contact the High 
Commission of  Canada in New Delhi, 
India, by calling +91 11 4178 2000, or 
contact Foreign Affairs, Trade and 
Development Canada’s 24/7 Emergency 
Watch and Response Centre at +1 613 996 
8885 (collect calls are accepted where 
available). An email can also be sent to 
sos@international.gc.ca.

The UCCB – Are you eligible?
The Government of  Canada estimates 

there are tens of  thousands of  families 
with children in Ontario who may be 
eligible for the enhanced Universal 
Child Care Benefit (UCCB), but at risk 
of  not receiving it. 

Under the enhancements to the 
UCCB, families would receive almost 
$2,000 per year for each child under 6 
and $720 per year for each child aged 6 
through 17. The new benefit amounts 
would be retroactive to January 1, 2015 
and reflected in monthly payments to 
recipients in July 2015.

The enhanced UCCB is expected to 
more than double the number of  families 
who benefit from over 1.6 million to 
around 4 million. As a result, there will 
be some Canadian families eligible for 
UCCB who will need to apply or confirm 
their eligibility.

If  you are not currently receiving 
the UCCB, never applied for the Canada 
Child Tax Benefit and still have children 
under 18 in your care, please go to www.
canada.ca/taxsavings in order to find 
out how you can apply.

Lois Brown is the Member of  
Parliament for Newmarket-Aurora and 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
of  International Development. She can 
be reached by phone at 905-953-7515 or 
through her website at www.loisbrown.

I was stuck for an idea for a column this 
week – not because I don’t have anything 
to say, but because what I want to discuss 
I cannot.

I would love to talk about a few issues 
before the current Council, but alas, I 
am required to refrain from expressing 
my opinion given that my husband is a 
Councillor. Rats!

So, I will turn my focus on other 
levels of  government – in particular, our 
Regional Government.   Regional Council 
gets rather short shrift, in my opinion, 
both from media and from residents.

Why, you might ask? Well, it’s because 
unless you don’t have a day job, and thus 
have oodles of  time to sit around in their 
monolithic chambers, there’s really no 
way for you to be informed, or even aware 
of  what transpires during a Regional 
Council meeting.  

They are not broadcast on Rogers 
(like Aurora or Newmarket).  They are 
streamed (as of  May 2014), but only while 
the meeting is on – which is 9.30 to noonish 
on the third Thursday of  the month. And 
apparently only audio streaming, not 
video. So, I guess you just have to guess 
who is speaking at any given time. 

Also, the audio feed of  the meetings 
are not archived.  So, if  you can’t listen to 
the meeting at 9.30 a.m., then you’re out 
of  luck. There’s no way to review it later. 

So, there you have it. The level of  
government responsible for arguably 
half  our taxes provides no real means 
for the average hard-working taxpayer to 
become informed as to what exactly they 
are up to.

It begs the question: why not? Why 
aren’t the meetings televised and 
rebroadcast after supper hour?

I guess because for the most part it 
would be more exciting watching paint 
dry, so why bother airing hours of  the 
tedium? Fair enough. But shouldn’t we 
get to decide whether we want to watch a 
meeting and be bored silly or not?

I, for one, would like to be able to watch 
the Regional Council meetings. I would 
like to know how the items on the agenda 
are deliberated. There are a number of  
very important looking issues before 
the Council. Yes, I read the agendas and 
whatever materials are made public in 
advance. More on that later.

However, the only records of  how the 
matters before Council are deliberated 
are the minutes.  And - no offence to the 
hardworking staff  – the minutes are 
useless if  one is looking for insight as 
to how a matter has been discussed and 
decided upon.  Minutes are not a verbatim 
record.  They are a record of  motions and 
votes.

We don’t even have a way of  knowing 
how our own – and only - Regional 
representative – the Mayor – votes. Unless 
the vote is recorded, we will not know if  
or when he supports a particular motion 
on the floor much less what he thinks 
about it.

Given that half  the various Regional 
representative’s time is ostensibly spent 
addressing Regional matters on behalf  
of, and in service to, the residents of  
their respective municipalities, I believe 
as taxpayers we should know what 
their views are on all matters before the 
Regional Council.   

A dry, once monthly, Regional report 
to their Councils does little to inform 
residents. It is too high level.  We need 
a bit more meat. More detail.  And that 
only comes from direct knowledge of  the 
proceedings.

To that end, I will now be covering 
Regional Council meetings starting this 
month.  So stay tuned!

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is – after all – Our 
Town.

Ottawa Report

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

Stay Tuned

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

yOU MIssED A sPOT! – Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti, centre, helps six-year-old Dexter Matheson make a clean sweep on the head of York 
Regional Police Chief Eric Jolliffe on Saturday morning, in the culmination of their Cops for Cancer campaign. Members of the Police and other first responders 
joined Jolliffe at Upper Canada Mall to shave their heads throughout the day to raise money for cancer research. They nearly doubled their campaign goals 
this year, raising over $60,000 this year.                                Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Do you support all-day two-way  
GO Train service in Aurora?
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and a moderate level of stability. 

NEW BALANCE 890V5

By Brock Weir

For the past three months, 
speculation on the future of  Father 
Joe Gorman within the parish 
mounted among the Our Lady of  
Grace (OLG) community. But, when 
the answer finally came on Saturday, 
many parishioners had sharp words 
over how the situation was handled. 

Speaking before a large 
congregation late Saturday 
afternoon, Fr. Thomas Lim, who has 
been leading the parish in Gorman’s 
absence, acknowledged this curiosity, 
stating he had been asked “often” for 
news “in regards to Father Joe and his 
situation.” Up until then, the answer 
had always been “no”, but there was a 
game changer by the end of  the week.

“This week, the Cardinal has asked 
that I deliver a letter that is directed 
to the parishioners of  Our Lady of  
Grace,” he said. “Moreover, Fr. Joe 
asked if  he could have an opportunity 
to address the parishioners of  Our 
Lady of  Grace, to which the Cardinal 
also gave his permission.”

Both letters, he said, were on a 
table near the church’s exit to Yonge 
Street, and before the priest finished 
his words, members got up to see 
what both men had to say.

The fact they had to find out 
their pastor had decided to leave 
the priesthood via a letter, when a 
statement outlining Cardinal Thomas 
Collins’ request to Fr. Gorman to 
take time away from the parish was 
read aloud from the pulpit at the 
end of  January by Bishop Wayne 
Kirkpatrick, left some parishioners 
surprised.

“I just asked the deacon why this 
was not read from the pulpit and he 
said, ‘You should read it yourself  and 
think about what the Gospel said,’” 
said Rosalyn Gonsalves, a member of  
the OLG community for over 30 years. 
“To me, they don’t have the courage to 

stand up there and talk about it. The 
diocese have certain ways of  doing 
things and irrespective of  what the 
parishioners might think, they will 
always do it their way. 

“However, the transgressions of  
Fr. Joe Gorman, in my opinion, pale 
by comparison to those of  Barry 
Glendinning. Many years ago, it was 
fine for the Diocese to allow a known 
pedophile to be in our midst for many 
years, and for the parishioners to be 
told that [Glendinning] merely had 
a ‘drinking problem,’ that he was 
treated at Southdown and we should 
give him a chance. Really? The minor 
transgressions of  Fr. Joe pale by 
comparison and are decidedly not in 
the same league.

“Yet, the bureaucracy of  the Diocese 
has prevailed and they have chosen to 
give credence to those parishioners 
who have hatefully turned against 
Fr. Joe, contrary to the precepts of  
the Christian religion. Sadly, none 
of  those chose to recognize all the 
wonderful contributions he has 
made to the parishioners and the 
community at large.”

Another parishioner, who asked 
not to be named, said she believed 
the statement read from the altar 
was “very cold.” Calling Fr. Gorman 
a “genius” in his field, she said his 
absence has sapped the parish of  the 

Parishioners left cold by Archdiocese’ handling of Gorman matter

Joe Gorman, then-pastor of Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, looks on as Cardinal Thomas Collins helps 
bless a new garden at St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School last year. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

“energy” he brought.
“There was something about 

him that just drew people into that 
church,” she said. “There were 
people who came who hadn’t been 
to church in years.  For him to leave 
the priesthood, what a loss for the 
Catholic Church. It is just such a total 
loss for him not coming back.”

Rumours were rife, she said, and 

she was not alone in questioning the 
characterization of  Fr. Gorman’s 
actions as “transgressions.”

“There’s your goodness for you,” 
she said of  the marriages. “He didn’t 
want anyone to not be happy with 
life. Is that such a great sin? For me 
it’s not. I would have performed the 
marriage tomorrow.”

Ms. Gonsalves expressed a similar 
view, adding she, in her personal 
opinion, did not view this as a 
transgression. Without Fr. Gorman, 
she said certain masses have seen a dip 
in attendance, but the big impact has 
been in collections and contributions 
to the church’s ShareLife program.

“We divert our collection elsewhere; 
money talks,” she said. “My biggest 
[issue] is the way the Archbishop has 
chosen not to come and speak with the 
people directly and has left it up to 
whoever. To be handed a letter at the 
end of  the [mass] and to be told to go 
and read it, really? I think that is very 
poor on the part of  the diocese.”

Road reconstructions to hit 
South Aurora in May

By Brock Weir

Spring is here and, like clockwork, 
Aurora is gearing up for a significant 
round of  roadwork beginning next 
month.

May will see the reconstruction 
of  portions of  Bluegrass Drive, 
Elderberry Trail, Houdini Way, 
Skyview Lane, Springmaple Chase, 
Steeplechase Avenue, and Woodsend 
Crescent following Council approval 
this month.

All projects are part of  Aurora’s 10-
year capital reconstruction program 
earmarked for this year. Design work 
was completed last year and these plans 
have been subject to a public meeting 
for affected area residents, touched on 
by Council earlier in April. 

“This project has been presented to 
the community through a public open 
house and design modifications have 
been considered where possible to 
accommodate any comments received 
through the consultation process,” said 
Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director 
of  Infrastructure, in a report to Council.

The first batch of  roadwork consists 
of  Steeplechase, Bluegrass, Skyview, 
and Woodsend, which collectively 
will cost $1,381,353.70, the funding for 

which has been previously approved by 
Council. 

“All four streets in this project have 
a rural cross-section that includes 
gravel shoulders and ditches,” said Mr. 
Simanovskis. “The road reconstruction 
on Steeplechase Avenue will include 
a 7.2m paved road with 0.6m gravel 
shoulders on both sides. Woodsend 
Crescent will include a 6.0m paved road, 
with 0.3m gravel shoulders on both 
sides. The gravel shoulders have been 
reduced in width due to the steep road 
grades which have caused shoulder 
washouts in the past.”

Collectively, the reconstructions 
Elderberry, Springmaple and Houdini 
Way are expected to clock in at 
$1,103,362.

“All three streets in this project 
have a rural cross-section that includes 
gravel shoulders and ditches,” said Mr. 
Simanovskis. “The road reconstruction 
on Elderberry Trail will include a 
7.2m paved road with 1.2m of  this 
width reserved for pedestrian use and 
delineated with a white line separating 
the pedestrian portion from the traffic 
potion. The road reconstruction on 
Springmaple Chase and Houdini Way 
will include a 6.0m paved road with 
0.6m gravel shoulders on both sides.”

St. Andrew’s  
College students 
provided a  
colourful display 
as carried out their 
traditional annual 
march down Yonge 
Street on Sunday. 
Each year, students 
from the College 
exercise their tradi-
tional Freedom of 
the Town, conclud-
ing their parade 
with a service at  
Our Lady of Grace. 

Auroran photo by 
David Falconer
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procedures on accounting of  certain 
special collections” but said they 
did not suspect Fr. Gorman had any 
personal financial gain from the 
irregularities.

“This ongoing pattern of  
disregarding church procedures 
led to a series of  meetings with 
archdiocesan officials,” said Neil 
MacCarthy, spokesperson for the 
Archdiocese, at the time. “Ultimately, 
Cardinal Collins asked Fr. Gorman to 
step away from the parish for a period 
of  prayer and reflection.”

The result of  that reflection was 
made clear in Fr. Gorman’s letter, 
dated April 25.

“I first want to thank you for all 
the good wishes and support you have 
shown me over the last number of  
months,” wrote Fr. Gorman. “I love 
this parish. It is such a community of  
faith, I loved being a part of  it. As your 
Pastor, I was always in awe of  how you 
ministered to each other. You literally 
lived our Lord’s message of  faith, love 
and peace. It was so inspiring to me.

“This journey we have been on, and 
I say ‘we’ because it affected all of  us, 
has not been easy, but after a lot of  
prayer, thought and family support, I 
have decided to leave the priesthood. 
My heart and my mind are made up 
and I am happy with my decision. It is 
my decision and mine alone. Although 
I will miss seeing the parishioners of  
Our Lady of  Grace on a daily basis, 
I feel truly at peace with myself  and 
with God.

“Life is a gift that is meant to be 
lived with great love and faith, and 
always with hope. My hope for you 
is that you will continue to live your 
life in faith and love, and care for one 
another as you always have.”

Parishioners were told at Saturday’s 
Mass that Fr. Gorman asked the 
Archdiocese for the chance to address 
parishioners directly through this 
letter. They were duly left on a stack 
near the exit of  the Yonge Street 
church, alongside a stack of  letters 
to the OLG community by Cardinal 
Thomas Collins.

As parishioners exited the church, 

many told The Auroran they were 
left cold by the decision to leave the 
messages to be picked up on the way 
out, rather than read aloud at the 
front of  the church, as was the case 
this past winter with the initial letter 
from Cardinal Collins.

In this second message, in which 
Cardinal Collins calls for “healing 
and reconciliation”, he said he was 
grateful for the Parish’s “patience and 
prayers.”

Since then, he said he had “remained 
in contact and dialogue” with  
Fr. Gorman regarding his request 
to “reflect on his responsibilities 
as a pastor and to follow a path of  
personal reflection that would enable 
him to grow in his priestly life before 
returning to pastoral ministry.

“Unfortunately, Fr. Gorman has 
declined my requests to participate 
in the proposed path of  reflection 
and has recently informed me of  his 
decision to leave the priesthood,” said 
Cardinal Collins. “We are all saddened 
any time a priest decides to leave 
the priesthood. I am grateful to Fr. 
Gorman for the many contributions 
to the faithful he has provided since 
his ordination in 2008 and know that 
you will join me in praying for him.”

In an email to The Auroran, Mr. 
MacCarthy declined to elaborate on 
just what was entailed in Cardinal 
Collins’ “proposed path of  reflection” 
“out of  respect for the discussions 
that took place between Cardinal 
Collins and Fr. Gorman,” other than 
“several options were presented to Fr. 
Gorman.”

A source close to the situation, 
however, said there were two options 
presented: a 30 day silent retreat, or 
a stay at Saint Luke Institute, near 
Washington D.C., an institute that 
largely serves Catholic priests for a 
variety of  issues, including physical, 
psychological and spiritual issues, 
including “treatment” of  priests 
involved in child sexual abuse.

Financial irregularities, added the 
source, centred on special collections 
taken to benefit a number of  
community programs, including Rose 
of  Sharon and L’Arche Daybreak, 

collections which had the full 
knowledge of  teachers and principals 
at local schools and the money was 
accounted for. The money, however, 
did not go back to the Archdiocese.

“Pope Francis called on the world’s 
priests to ‘bring the healing power 
of  God’s grace to everyone in need, 
to stay close to the marginalized, 
and be the shepherds living with the 
smell of  the sheep,’” said the source. 
“’Those priests who do not go out 
of  themselves by being mediators 
gradually become intermediaries 
and managers. Priests do not grow 
weary of  people’s requests and needs 
no matter how inconvenient, purely 
material, or downright banal.’ Our 
goal of  our community is where 
people are suffering, we answered 
it. Where people felt blindness and 
longed for sight, our community tried 
to help them.”

Since Fr. Gorman was asked to 
“take some time away”, the parish 
has been served by Fr. Thomas Lim. 
Cardinal Collins said Fr. Thomas 
will continue in this role until a new 
pastor is named in the summer.

Lim to lead Our Lady of Grace until replacement is found in summer

LOCAL FUsION – Niche Décor’s Jordana Eisen and Shima Yazdan show off work from local artists 
as they welcomed the public into “Local Fusion.” Proceeds from their weekend art show, which took over 
their Earl Stewart Drive showroom, benefited Southlake Regional Health Centre. 

LEARNING FOR LIFE.
 CREATING THE FUTURE.

Our students, faculty and sta�  live the values that have 
guided Pickering College since 1842 in a stimulating 
collegial environment. Our dedicated teachers focus on 
the whole child, so students develop con� dence, social 
conscience and acquire the skills and knowledge for success. 

LOOKING FOR A 
                       FRESH START?
Consider Pickering College in Newmarket

Spend-a-half day

Friday, May 8
8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket

Your child can attend class, meet our teachers, 
join us for lunch!  Registration is required.

To register, or to book your personal tour, 
please contact our Admission O�  ce at 905-895-1700 ext. 259 

or admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
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FREE no obligation:

• Measurement 
• Consulting 
• Quotation
• Design

ONLINE 
KITCHEN 

PLANNER

ONLINE 
IN$TANT 

ESTIMATE

Proudly 100% Canadian Owned and Operated Family Business

**before tax. Some restrictions may apply.  off er excludes price of counter top purchases.  Please contact the showroom for details.  promotion ends september 30, 2015 -  *limited time off er. some conditions apply. 

$1.00
LOTUS 30-INCH RANGE HOOD

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $15,000** ON CABINET IS REQUIRED

RANGE HOODS

50% OFF
On Sale

• fertilization

• weed management
• grub management
• slit seeding

• aeration

HEALTHY LAWNS SINCE 1989

 lawnswedo@rogers.com
613 4905 841-8965

Lawns that have endured this harsh winter deserve our treatment

Combining unlikely hobbies leads Auroran to international TV deal
By Brock Weir

Chris Hau loved to sing while growing 
up. He also loved to play the guitar, loved 
to make films, and loved to get up on his 
paddleboard to unwind.

In fact, he still does. But, after 
combining these four passions together, 
the Aurora resident is on the cusp of  a 
new career.

Can’t be done? If  that’s what you 
think, you’re among the nearly 100,000 
YouTube viewers who have logged on 
to see for themselves, videos which 
recently had NBC come knocking on his 
door right here in Aurora.

Last week, a film crew from the 
Peacock Network were in Town to film 
Chris for their upcoming summer series 
“Caught on Camera with Nick Cannon.” 
NBC expressed interest in Chris nearly 
a year ago, initially eyeing his unusual 
approach to singing and song writing for 
their hit series America’s Got Talent, 
but after finding a good fit in their 
new series, they joined him in Aurora, 
around Lake Wilcox, and Preston Lake 
to get a handle on what makes Chris 
tick.

“I had a video with Go Pro that went 
viral back in March that got a lot of  
attention,” explains Chris. “From there, 
producers loved the idea of  bringing 
both my passions together into one 
thing. [After talking with NBC], it came 
down to a point where they said there 
was no way they could physically get all 
the people they needed out to the lake to 
see what I can do, but they didn’t want 
to lose contact so they switched it over 

to a different show.”
When the film crew arrived, they 

sat down to delve into Chris’ world: 
his love of  surfing, the development 
of  his music, and a sneak preview of  
upcoming tracks.

“It is super-exciting,” says Chris. 
“These are a lot of  the dreams I had 
when I was younger, but at the same 
time I didn’t expect it to get to the level 
it did. To get a call from Rockefeller 
Centre, as someone who studies radio 
and television, that is the gold standard 
and it is pretty exciting to even have 
those people reaching out. It is a little 
surreal at times. I am this Aurora boy. 
I am still hanging out here and getting 
these calls, and travelling and doing all 
these things is exciting.”

If  this is surreal now, it is a feeling 
Chris Hau is going to have to get used 
to sooner rather than later. In addition 
to NBC, his videos also caught the eye 
of  the Nautical Channel, a station based 
in the United Kingdom with airplay in 
nearly 50 countries in four languages.

They are collaborating on the first 
season of  “What SUP”, a new show, 
hosted by Chris. The pilot aired this 
past fall and after receiving favourable 
reviews, was picked up for a 12-episode 
season. 

For the uninitiated, the “SUP” in 
“What SUP” stands for “Stand-Up 
Paddleboarding.” Slated to be shot 
around Lake Wilcox and Preston Lake, 
Hau likens the format as “The Tonight 
Show with Jimmy Fallon meets Top 
Gear.”

The general idea of  the show will 

see Hau conduct interviews with 
musicians, celebrities “And whoever 
I can get access to”, and they will be 
put through a series of  challenges and 
games on the lake, before a finale with 
a musician performing on a stand-up 
paddleboard in the middle of  the lake.

“The broadcaster loved [the pilot], 
the audience really responded to it, 
and I had all these people from France, 
Germany and Latvia reach out saying 
they loved the show,” he says. “I want to 
bring in a lot of  actors who are going to 
be travelling through, maybe touching 
base with some of  the actors when they 
come in for TIFF in the fall, and try to 
get some interviews because it is such a 
unique angle.”

It won’t all be about the entertainment, 
however. Through the series, Hau 
hopes to raise public consciousness of  
environmental initiatives and other 
worthy issues.

“I never thought when I did this video 
it would lead to a TV show and this and 
that. You take the opportunities as they 
get presented to you,” says Hau, whose 

next single, I Could Get Used to This, 
drops in early July. “From this exposure 
to an American audience of  four or five 
million people [on NBC], maybe I will 
gain some new fans that will allow me 
to go and tour in the States [or lead] to 
a record deal in Canada so I can expand 
my music career even further and go 
into radio.”

But, as he looks to expand, his eyes 
are also firmly focused on his roots.

“York Region has so much untapped 
potential,” he says of  shooting the 
show in the area. “It is easy to just go 
to Toronto and do all the work there, 
but as someone who works so heavily 
with a lot of  the government agencies 
as well and just loves Aurora so much, 
there is so much beauty in these areas.

“It can be used, number one, as a 
promotional tool for the area, and 
number two, to hire talent coming out 
of  school who can’t afford to live in 
Toronto but want work and want to 
work in the industry. That is important 
to source local talent as well as gain 
exposure for that area.”

When NBC film crews arrived to interview, Aurora resident Chris Hau took them on a tour of local land-
marks, as well as Lake Wilcox and Preston Lake.

Photo courtesy of NBC
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All photos used are for illustration only.
$129.00 bi-weekly for 84 months 

on 1.9% C.O.B.$1696.76

BECAUSE WE REALLY, REALLY LIKE YOU

IN EXTRA 
FEATURESUP TO $2,000 OFF

1.9% FINANCING NOW AVAILABLE¶

THE PRICE IN THE ABOVE QUOTE ARE FOR A RVR SE LIMITED EDITION (AUTO CVT).  THE PRICE SHOWN ABOVE IS AN ALL IN PRICE PLUS HST AT 1.9% APR AND FOR A 84 MONTH 
TERM.  THE QUOTE ALSO HAS A 1500 CREDIT BUILT INTO THE PAYMENT.  

^ $5,000/$2,200/$1,750 o�  purchase price is composed of $2,000/$500/$600 consumer cash and $1,500/$1,000/$750 loyalty rebate and $1,500/$700/$400 lease rebate on a new 2015 Mitsubishi Outlander SE AWC/2015 RVR SE AWC/2015 Lancer SE AWC purchased or leased between April 1, 2015 and April 30, 2015. Consumer 
cash/lease rebate/loyalty rebate will be deducted from the negotiated price before taxes and will take place at time of purchase. Other conditions apply. § AWC standard on RVR SE AWC, Limited Edition and GT/Lancer SE AWC, Limited Edition SE AWC and GT AWC. S-AWC standard on Outlander GT. v Mitsubishi First Auto Program applies 
to Lancer, Sportback, RVR and Mirage (excluding ES 5MT model) vehicles, is applicable to all approved Scotiabank � rst-time automotive purchasers and must be combined with Scotiabank Subvented Finance or Lease Rates. Rebate amount will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. Some conditions apply. Please see dealer 
for details. ** Whichever comes � rst. Regular maintenance not included. See dealer or mitsubishi-motors.ca for warranty terms, restrictions and details. Some conditions apply.
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LTD WARRANTY**
POWERTRAIN
160,000 KMBUILT BETTER. 

BACKED BETTER.

2015 LANCER LIMITED
DESIGNED TO OUTPERFORM

Excludes Lancer 
Evolution, Ralliart 
and Sportback 

Available on Lancer SE 
AWC, Limited Edition 
AWC and GT AWC§

ALL-WHEEL CONTROL (AWC) WITH DRIVE MODE 
SELECTOR (2WD/4WD/4WD LOCK) 

BLUETOOTH® 2.0 HANDS-FREE INTERFACE WITH 
STREAMING AUDIO

HEATED FRONT SEATS

10-YEAR / 160,000 KM POWERTRAIN LIMITED WARRANTY**

FEATURING:

FINANCING STARTING FROM 

1.9% 84
MONTHS¶FOR 

$1,750 OFF FOR 
QUALIFIED RETAIL 
CUSTOMERS^ 

2015 RVR LIMITED
THE FUEL-EFFICIENT CROSSOVER ALL-WHEEL CONTROL (AWC) WITH DRIVE MODE SELECTOR 

(2WD/4WD/4WD LOCK)

BLUETOOTH® 2.0 HANDS-FREE INTERFACE WITH 
STREAMING AUDIO

HEATED FRONT SEATS
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Available on RVR SE 
AWC, Limited Edition 
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$81/WEEKLY
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$4,000 CASH
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FINANCING STARTING FROM 
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2014 Mirage SE model shown

NEWMARKET MITSUBISHI

2014 MIRAGE
(MANUAL TRANSMISSION)

By Brock Weir

The “living room” at the Aurora 
Public Library was a hive of  activity on 
Saturday as members of  Local Colour 
Aurora unpacked their easels and 
paints, unrolled their canvasses, and 
set to work capturing Jan Freedman 
the best way they knew how.

Ms. Freedman, of  Jan’s Country 
Pantry, a mainstay of  the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market which returns to 
Wells Street this Saturday, was the 
latest subject in the initiative which 
aims to capture the people, places and 
things that make Aurora tick.

Local Colour Aurora is the initiative 

of  local artists Judy Sherman and Eva 
Folks, who have brought together a 
diverse array of  artists, who have 
spent nearly a year (and counting) 
fanning out across Aurora looking 
for hidden gems to immortalize with 
their paints, clay and chisels, to shine 
a light on Aurora for Aurorans.

An exhibition of  just a sampling 
of  their work so far is currently on 
display in the Colleen Abbott Gallery 
at the Aurora Public Library, through 
June 6.

Keep your eyes peeled for the artists 
as they continue their work, including 
upcoming plein air sessions at the 
Market.

Local Colour hits Aurora Public Library

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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The warmer spring weather has finally arrived and many Aurora 
residents gathered Saturday to give Aurora a post-winter clean-up 
in Aurora’s annual Anti-Litter Day. Starting at Town Park to get their 
gear, (1) families made a day out of it, as did (2) the Aurora Youth 
Soccer Club, and (3) members of the Aurora Community Arbore-
tum. (4) Volunteer Nancee and Amanda get the registration going. 
(5) Councillors Tom Mrakas and John Abel, Mayor Geoff Dawe, and 
Councillor Harold Kim stop by the Optimist truck after a morning 
out in the field. (6) Chris and Amanda get Kyle ready to head out for 
the clean-up while (7) Councillor Kim found himself a scenic spot to 
do his work. (8) During the celebratory barbeque in the afternoon, 
participants were treated to a concert by the Aurora Community 
Band. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer

Call to book yours today! 
Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora 

210 Edward St. 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Specialists 

Birthday
Party 

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Anti-Litter Day gives Aurora a spring makeover

Art of Wine returns with distinct Italian flavour
By Brock Weir

The red gold pressed, fermented, 
bottled and poured by the best 
vineyards in Italy will flow in Aurora 
this May, as the Aurora Cultural Centre 
brings together the best vintages to 
demonstrate the Art of  Wine.

The Art of  Wine, once one of  the 
cornerstones of  the Aurora Cultural 
Centre’s fundraising campaign, 
returns May 21 after a year’s absence. 

“We’re so excited to be hosting this 
wonderful evening of  wine tasting 
again this year,” said Karin Allan, 
Chair of  the Centre’s Fundraising 
Committee, in a statement. 
“[Sommelier Franco Stalteri] and his 
team are always entertaining and 
informative, and guests can expect a 
fresh, fun experience that I hope will 
become an annual tradition in Aurora’s 
social calendar. I think everyone can 
feel good about having a drink with 
friends, learning something new, 
and supporting the Cultural Centre, 
an organization that is vital to our 

community now, and will continue to 
be an important cultural institution in 
York Region’s future.”

This year’s Art of  Wine promises an 
evening where guests will be able to sip 
“old world vintages” in a casual setting, 
led in a series of  “tutored tastings” 
by Mr. Stalteri of  Grapebrands. Five 
Italian wines will be available for 
sampling, vintages not available for 
public purchase through the LCBO. 
Guests will also be able to order cases 
of  new favourite wines discovered 
during the course of  the evening, while 
sampling fine cheeses, jellies, chutneys, 
fruits, and other treats catered by 
Aurora’s Catharina’s Kitchen and 
specially selected to complement the 
wines on hand. 

“This is my first time running and 
attending the event, but from what I 
have heard, it was a popular event last 
time and a wine tasting is always a fun 
event for people,” says Anuja Varghese, 
Fund Development Manager for the 
Centre. “For us, having it in the spring 
is a new way of  doing it. Sometimes 
people associate wine tasting with a fall 

event, but I think this is a great time to 
do it. It’s spring, it’s fun, it’s fresh, and 
I think people love a reason to come out 
this season, have some fun, drink some 
wine, all while supporting the Cultural 
Centre.

“We didn’t do this event last year 
and people asked what happened 
to it, so we thought we would put 
it back together and see what we 
could do that was fun and new.” 
What was “fun and new” was ultimately 
found in the “old world” and the Centre 
hopes it will be an opportunity to learn 
a lot in a fun way and be able to take 
home two Riedel crystal wine glasses 
with each ticket purchased.

Tickets for the May 21 event are 
on sale now for $75 per person ($70 
for Friends of  the Centre), which 
include the five tutored wine tastings, 
appetizers, and the Riedel wine glasses. 
The event is open to all those 19 and 
over.

For more information, contact the 
Aurora Cultural Centre at 905-713-1818, 
or visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca. 

Laura Schembri, Executive Director of the Aurora Cultural Centre, and Anuja Varghese, the Centre’s Fund 
Development Manager, toast their hard work ahead of the May 12 fundraiser The Art of Wine. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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For more information, please call 905-726-4762
or visit www.aurora.ca/artshow • #AuroraArtShow
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

presented by The Town of Aurora in associat ion
with the Society of York Region Ar tists

J U R I E D  A RT 
S H OW  and S A L E

53rd Annual

Saturday, May 2, 2015
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday, May 3, 2015
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Free Admission • Aurora Town Hall • 100 John West Way

Looking for that perfect piece for your home or of� ce?
Find the perfect piece of art for every style and taste!

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
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SPORTS 

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!
WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

Celebrating our 45th year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

Raz & Mae Khamissa, owners of Omars Shoes, 

to come visit our store

INVITE YOU

Selected styles 
available in 

wide widths.

The Birkenstock tradition of quality craftsmanship 
         goes back more than 225 years. 
                  Birkenstocks are created to achieve the 

                         greatest comfort when 
                                      standing and walking.

featuring BIRKENSTOCK Shoes.

Great gift for 
Mom 

on 
Mother’s Day 

or any other day!

The secret to Omars success is simple – Service, Selection and Dedication to our valued customers.

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

 

Your Best Summer 
Starts Here!

T
E

E
N

519-941-4501
www.teenranch.on.ca

SUMMER 

Hockey
Horses 

Soccer • Extreme 

BMX 
Overnight & Day 
Camps 

Father/Son/Daughter Hockey Camp

CAMP

St. Max rides past $18,000 mark to fight childhood cancer
By Jake Courtepatte

The gym at St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Catholic High School was filled with 
cowboys, Indians, baseball players, 
Disney characters and fairies last 
Wednesday – all for a good cause.

Students and faculty dressed up in 
costume for The Inside Ride, a national 
touring fundraising campaign fighting 
childhood cancer.

Sponsored by the Coast to Coast 
Against Cancer Foundation, St. Max 
was one of  125 Ontario stops on the 
agenda this year.

“Our goal is to live in a world where no 
one has to hear ‘your child has cancer”, 
said Jenn Davies, Program Manager of  
The Inside Ride.

Now in its third year, the tour is 
Canada’s first and only national indoor 
cycling challenge. Davies said the funds 
are divided into the areas where they 
see the greatest need, such as funding 
of  oncology camps, family support 
programs, survivor scholarships and 
other areas that ease the burdens of  a 

family experiencing childhood cancer.
Together, the students of  St. Max 

raised approximately $18,000 for their 
ride. 100-percent of  profits goes to the 
foundation.

Teams of  six took turns riding 
stationary bicycles for ten minutes at a 
time, with prizes at the end going to the 
team that “rode” the farthest.

But it seemed that most participants 
were into the team spirit and cheering 
than they were the competition.

“Medals also go out to the best costume 
and most spirited team, which are often 
difficult to choose,” said Davies. “As you 
can see it really brings people together, 
not so much for the competition but for 
the nature and excitement of  it.”

Organized by grade 12 students, the 
event was high-spirited and loud for its 
entirety.

“With the music bumping, and all the 
dancing, and everything, it really makes 
fundraising fun,” said Davies. “The kids 
are having fun, the teachers are having 
fun, and money is being raised, which is 

The Incredibles.                      Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Pledging for 
Southlake Run 
open through 
May 15

of  course the end goal.”
Two teams topped $1,000 in donations 

– “The Incredibles”, and “The Social 
Network”.

“Everyone did an incredible job of  
raising money for a good cause,” said 
Melton Moyo, Vice Principal of  St. Max. 
He said he was was especially proud of  
the excitement he saw in the students 
– and not just because they weren’t  
in class.

“I’m proud of  our entire student body 
today. Everyone deserves a pat on the 
back.”

For more infor mation on  
the foundation, check out  
www.theinsideride.com.

Teams tied for 
first with $1,000 
donations

partner with us to transform lives.”
This was a sentiment echoed by Dr. 

Dave Williams, President and CEO of  
Southlake Regional Health Centre. 

“At Southlake, we like to say we 
provide world-class care close to home, 
and we can’t do that if  we didn’t have 
a world-class community to be able to 
support us,” he said.

Money raised through this 
year’s Southlake Run will go a long 
way towards that transformation. 
Replacing each and every bed at 
Southlake is a priority right now, said 
Ms. Poscente, of  a component of  care 
that can often be overlooked. Further 
equipment for operating rooms are 
also needed, she added.

Jamie Pimek is one man who 
particularly values this path to 
transformation. Diagnosed with colon 
cancer at the age of  31, Mr. Pimek 
has served as an ambassador for this 
year’s Run.

“When I first found out, initially I 
felt like I was in a bad dream,” he told 
runners. “I was in shock disbelief, 
and after about the initial half-hour 
of  feeling like I was in this bad dream, 
I thought to myself, now it is time to 
put on my work boots, and tackle all 
of  this. I feel amazing. I think I am 
healthier than I have been in my entire 
life. Going through this experience 
has kind of  given me a new outlook 
on life and I just look at things from a 
different perspective.”

Jamie’s mother, Jennifer, said 
her son’s initial diagnosis was like 
a “punch in the stomach.” Her first 
thought was, ‘Why him?’ But she 
found comfort with Southlake.

“After that, I said to him we live so 
close to a worldwide cancer centre, 
so we’re going to be fine,” she said. 
“That is so incredibly important 
because Jamie felt so ill after his 
chemotherapy. In five minutes we got 
him home and he was comfortable. It 
is an incredible thing to have that so 
close to home.”

Jamie agreed: “It made my life 
that much easier, but having the 
wonderful support from my friends, 
my family, my colleagues, just made it 
worthwhile going there. I knew I was 
doing it for a reason and all the great 
people around me helped me battle 
through it.”

Pledging for the Southlake 
Run is open until May 15. For 
more information, visit www.
runforsouthlake.ca. 

Crowds arrived early to the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex. (2) South-
lake Foundation chair Neila Poscente and hospital CEO Dr. Dave Williams. (3) 
Alex was the first to cross the finish line in the 10k run. (4) King Mayor Steve 
Pellegrini, East Gwillimbury Mayor Virginia Hackson and Aurora Mayor Geoff 
Dawe participate in the morning warm-up. (5 & 6) And they’re off! (7) Cancer 
survivor Jamie Pimek shares his story, as his mother looks on. (8) Andrea leads 
the crowds in the warm-up, along with dignitaries: even co-chair Robin Taylor 
Smith, Nature’s Emporium’s Joe D’Addario, Richmond Hill MP Costas  
Menegakis, Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown, Poscente, Pellegrini, and 
Hackson. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

Your Feet... Our Priority... Our Foot Specialist Can Help 
Custom Orthotics • Wart Treatment • Heel Pain 

Diabetic Foot Care • Ingrown Toe Nails

905-503-FOOT(3668)

   126 Wellington Street West, Unit 203, Aurora
www.footmedicalcentre.com

Hair Design

    15504 Yonge St.         To make an appointment call: 
Aurora, ON. L4G 1P2              905.503.5010

Marie’s 

Men – $15  •  Women from - $20 
Colour & Blowdry – $50 

Colour, Hilights, Cut & Blowdry - $99
Hair Extensions  – $20 OFF

NEW CLIENT 

  •  Women from - $20 

NEW CLIENT

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4343

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND  
PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting to receive input on the following planning 
application on Thursday, May 21 at 7 p.m at Aurora Town Hall Council Chambers.

APPLICATION:    The Owner has submitted application for a Zoning By-law Amendment to permit  
   the use of the existing building for business and professional uses with by-law 
   exceptions on the subject lands.

PROPERTY:  125 Edward Street 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of Lot 11, All of Lots 12 to 15, Both Inclusive Registered Plan 120, Aurora 

APPLICANT:  The Priestly Holding Corporation 

FILE NUMBER:  ZBA-2015-03

 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION:  
Additional information may be obtained from Lawrence Kuk of the Planning & Development Services department at 
905-727-3123, ext. 4343, Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Comments may also be mailed to  
the Planning & Development Services department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to 
planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name and number.

PRIVACY INFORMATION:

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records Public Planning meetings. If you 
make a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff 
and may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this to the Town 
Clerk at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

ZONING BY-LAW (O. REG. 545/06):

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of 
the Council of The Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the 
hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless there are reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment, you 
must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development 
Services.

Panthers players head east for university hockey
By John Delmon

Aurora Panthers’ Tara Morning 
and Becca Chilvers are headed 
east to join the Tigers at Dalhousie 
University. 

Morning, an Aurora native, comes 
to the Dal Tigers after three seasons 
in Ontario’s Provincial Women’s 
Hockey League (PWHL). She led the 
Aurora Junior Panthers in points 
with 24 this season, scoring five goals 
and grabbing 19 assists in 36 games. 
She also led the Panthers in the 
playoff  run this year, collecting one 
goal and three assists in five games. 

Morning played with the Barrie 

Junior Sharks in her first two seasons 
in the PWHL, collecting 16 points in 
the 2013-14 season and led all first 
year players with 12 in 2012-13.

Morning also played for Aurora 
High School’s girl’s hockey team in 
the 2013-14 season. 

A York Region Athletic Association 
(YRAA) hockey all-star, she was her 
team’s MVP.

“Playing university hockey has 
always been a dream of  mine,” says 
Morning. “I’m so excited to have 
accomplished this goal. I am thrilled 
to go to the east coast to play hockey 
and attend a great school.”

An honour roll student since grade 

nine, Morning is currently enrolled 
in Dalhousie’s Arts program.

Morning is joined by Aurora 
Junior Panthers and Barrie Junior 
Sharks teammate, Becca Chilvers. 

Chilvers led the Aurora Junior 
Panthers during their playoff  run 
this season with two goals and two 
assists. 

The Bradford native was second 
in scoring during the regular season 
with 12 goals in 37 games. She added 
seven assists to bring her regular 
season point total to 19, good for 
third on the team. Before joining the 
Panthers, Chilvers played a season 
with the Barrie Junior Sharks (2013-
14), and the Vaughan Flames Midget 
AA team of  the Lower Lakes Female 
Hockey League (LLFHL) in 2012-13.

 “I’m very excited to come to 
Dalhousie and have the opportunity 
to play for such a great team,” says 

Chilvers.  “It’s an honour to become a 
Tiger and I cannot wait to get started 
both on the ice and in the classroom.”

A nominee for Bradford’s most 
well-rounded senior student award, 
Chilvers has been an honour roll 
student since Grade 9 and has been 
accepted to Dalhousie’s highly-
competitive Medical Sciences 
program.

Head coach Sean Fraser is looking 
forward to having the current 
linemates in the mix this season. 

“Tara is a highly-skilled, quick 
forward with great vision and 
puck moving skills. Her speed and 
offensive ability will help strengthen 
our offence this coming season. Becca 
has a real nose for the net. She has 
a quick release and a great ability 
to find open space in the offensive 
zone. Their years together will bring 
instant chemistry to the lineup.”

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

At least we will be on Saturday, May 2, 
when the Aurora Farmers’ Market and 
Artisan Fair reopens on Wells Street, and 
along the pathways in Town Park. Given 
the cool spring so far, we are hoping that 
the weather will cooperate and become 
warmer between now and the weekend.

I have been told that the cool spring 
may mean that things are about two 
weeks late this year, but there will be lots 
of  products to interest you, even at the 
beginning of  the season. 

Of  course, there are 
the items that winter 
over well, such as 
beets, carrots, onions 
and apples. Andy of  
19th Avenue Farm 
may still have some 
cider available. Soon 
there will be the early 
spring produce such 
as rhubarb, asparagus, 
radishes, garlic, lettuce 
and fiddleheads. 
However, in addition to 
the farmers’ fare, there 
is so much else to bring 
you to the Market and here are some of  
the vendors you can expect to see at the 
Market this season:

Among the farmers, we will have 19th 
Avenue Farm, Breezy Ridge Farm with 
their lamb products, Brook’s Farm, 
Coopers CSA Farm (starting in June), 
Highmark Farm, Howard’s Farm, Kind 
Organics, Nature’s Rainbow and their 
heirloom seeds and plants (only in May 
and June), Oakridge’s Finest, Pioneer 
Brand Honey, Summerside Farm, 
Willowtree Farm and a new farmer, 
Pefferlaw Creek Farms who will bring 
their own maple syrup.

To date, we have two wineries 
confirmed, but we might have others 
join us. The two confirmed wineries 
are Pillitteri Estates Winery and Willow 
Springs Winery.

Our food vendors include Boulangerie 
Saint George, Catharina’s Kitchen, 
Family Kitchen, Jan’s Country pantry, 

Cosmo’s Smoked Meats, La Brehandaise 
Catering (Pascal’s crepes, plus his new 
poutine), Nutmeg Bake Shop, Rustic 
Breads, Sasha’s Sweets, Gabriel’s Café, 
Green River Coffee, Nicolle’s Cakes, Sass 
Tea and new vendors Primal Pizza, Mix 
it up Health Bar and Attilio’s Olive Oil.

This year our talented artisans will 
include The Bear’s Den, Captain Ted’s 
Knick-Knack-a-Thon, Cathy’s Crawly 
Composters, Davis Pride Crafts, Eurasia 
Jewellery Design, Eva Nagy and Nancy 

Wood, Green Leaf  
Designs, Kibo Natural 
Body Care Products, 
Limitless Jewels, SDD 
Flags and new vendors 
Beauty Babes, Doodle 
Post, Sewing Bear and 
Chalkboard Charts, 
Laundry Tarts, True 
North Trappings 
and Jennifer Fisher 
Essentials will alternate 
with MK Designs 
(handmade clothing).

Carrie’s Creations will 
be joining us again, but 

only on special event days.
At the moment, we know that we will 

be hosting these community groups on 
various days throughout the season: 
Amnesty International, the Aurora 
Public Library with their reading 
programme, the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
the Aurora Garden and Horticultural 
Society, the Lucy Maud Montgomery 
Society and their tea room, and the 
Optimist Club. You can expect additional 
community groups to join us for a day 
here and there during the season.

We are very excited about this 
upcoming season and we invite you all to 
come and visit and greet old friends and 
meet our new vendors. Opening day will 
see a great band, a scavenger hunt for 
the children, face painting, a guessing 
game involving a jar full of  items, and a 
market bag draw among the attractions.

See you at the Market! 

We’re back! 
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Our Brewmaster had a penchant for English ale, so he created 
something better, combining two styles of ales he fancied while 
studying and brewing his way across the UK. It’s an ingenius 
hybrid of a Northern Brown Ale and a Midlands Mild, with a body 
tweaked to give it a lighter, more North American appeal.

RinkD best

Mother's Day

Happy 
Mother's Day!

Dining  out

Hints of roasted nuts, caramel, chocolate, 
and coffee combine to make this award 
winner one of Ontario’s best-selling craft 
beers.
www.hockleybeer.ca

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

Aurora

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Fri., May 1  Billik
Sat., May 2  Bad Dog
Fri., May 8  Souled Out

Sat., May 9  Glass Ampp
Fri., May 15  Bad Dog
Sat., May 16  Something Extra

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

LIVE BANDS
IN THE HUNT PUB

Hogan’s Inn
Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

Beautiful Private Party Rooms, Private Business
Meeting Rooms and the Famous Hunt Pub with Live Entertainment

SPRING
BEER FESTIVAL

Beautiful Private Party Rooms, Private BusinessBeautiful Private Party Rooms, Private Business

every Thursday, 25% off
any of our 16 draught beers in 

The Hunt Pub, 5pm ‘til late!

BEER FESTIVALBEER FESTIVALBEER FESTIVALBEER FESTIVALBEER FESTIVALBEER FESTIVAL
Mother’s Day 

Lunch

Now taking
reservations for

Mother’s Day is right around the corner, and this 
special holiday serves to honor all those wom-
en who devote so much time and effort to their 
families. While gifts and other trinkets are cer-
tainly part of the celebration, a vast majority of 
children opt to treat Mom to a night out on the 
town come Mother’s Day. Not only does this give 
mom a night off from cooking, but also it pres-
ents an opportunity to get dressed up and spend 
time together as a family.

A vast number of families travel to their favor-
ite restaurants for Mother’s Day meals. Mother’s 
Day is one of the busiest holidays of the year for 
restaurants. The National Retail Federation says 
54.8 percent of Americans treat their mothers to 
a special meal out on Mother’s Day. Billions of 
dollars are generated by people eating out with 
their mothers. With large crowds to be expected, 
diners can follow a few tips when treating Mom 
to a meal. 

* Book early ...
very early. To guarantee a reservation at any 
restaurant, namely your favorite restaurant, you 
will need to make a reservation well in advance 
of Mother’s Day. It’s never too early to put 
your name on the reservation list. Don’t forget  
Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10, 2015.

* Expect to wait. 
Even with a reservation, you’re bound to spend 
some time waiting at the restaurant. Other fam-
ilies may be lingering at their tables, as no one 
wants to rush Mom out of the door. Plan ac-

cordingly for a potentially long wait time. This means 
having a snack before you leave. Don’t arrive fam-
ished, as no one wants the dining party to be hungry 
and cranky, which is not a good way to celebrate 
Mom. Have plenty of snacks and drinks on hand for 
young children, as well as activities to keep them 
entertained.

* Consider dining out  
a day before or after. 
Restaurants are generally packed on Mother’s Day, 
and as a result kitchen and wait staffs might be 

overtaxed. What’s more, diners might be rele-
gated to a special or abbreviated menu. If you 
want a more relaxed setting and the ability to 
order whatever you desire, it may be a better 
idea to celebrate Mother’s Day in advance. 
Then have Mom enjoy a relaxing day at home 
on her special day.

*Take-out is an option. 
Families can treat Mom to a dinner out, with-
out really having to go out. Many restaurants 
offer takeout service, so you will not be limited 
to pizza or Chinese. Even chain restaurants 
have curbside service, so if Mom is in the 
mood for a burger or something more elabo-
rate, she’ll have that option.

* Expect an 
included gratuity. 
Restaurants often include a gratuity in the bill 
when servicing larger parties, such as those 
that might be celebrating Mother’s Day. The 
standard gratuity rate is 18 percent, but you 
may want to go above and beyond if you feel 
the service is exemplary.

* Hire a sitter 
for young kids.
Although Mother’s Day is a chance for the 
entire family to spend time together, the main 
goal is to ensure Mom’s comfort and happi-
ness. If very young children are in tow, she 
may not be able to relax and enjoy her meal. 
Infants will need to be fed, and toddlers may 
be easily distracted. Have a sitter watch lit-
tle ones when adults are dining out, and then 
Mom can enjoy time with the kids when she 
returns home for more celebrating.

BECAUSE 
Eating well. Good food. Chatting with 
friends. Sharp minds. Crazy ideas. 
Agreeing. Disagreeing. Going for a hike. 
Riding a bike. Going for it.  
MATTERS. 

Because it matters. 

If it matters to you, it matters to us. Your future. A path to 
a career you love. Pursuit of your passion. Whatever it is, 
it’s all here. Seneca has the programs, professors and an 
abundance of learning opportunities to help you succeed.  

becauseitmatters.ca 
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CROssWORD PUZZLE

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

                      FUN!
Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 

      905-727-8231

Ridgewood Farm 
Spring Horseback
RIDING LESSONS

Ridgewood Farm 
Spring HorsebackSpring Horseback
RIDING LESSONS

Ridgewood 
Farm

Come for the horses, 

  stay for the

SIGN UP 
NOW!

      ONE MONTH OF LESSONS    
          ONLY $165

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

with this ad only

99 $
course 

discount 

Beginner Driver Education

“Full Moon” tours aim to shine a light on Aurora’s creepy past
By Brock Weir

The familiar strains of  Blue Moon 
can be heard from unknown sources at 
certain points in Aurora, if  you’re in 
the right place at the right time.

Or can it?
You’ll have several chances to find 

out for yourself  as local historian 
David Heard takes the brave of  heart 
on evening walking tours around 
Aurora illuminated only by a torch and 
the moon up above.

The “Blue Moon” story has almost 
taken on a life of  its own since Mr. 
Heard started his historic walking 
tours of  Aurora, usually kicking off  
each fall just in time for Hallowe’en. 
This year, however, Mr. Heard has 
expanded operations – running his 
recently rebranded “Full Moon Tours” 
from May through October.

“I have been saying time and time 
again Aurora has great potential to come 
up with creative ideas to bring people 
here,” says Mr. Heard. “Unfortunately, 
we don’t have assets like water and 
these massively incredible tourist 
attractions others have, but what we 
have, I think, as a community, is very 
unique.”

His “Full Moon” program, under the 
umbrella of  CreepyTours.com, aims to 
be part of  the uniqueness that is Aurora 
and, after eight years of  feedback and 
growth, Mr. Heard says he believes they 
might just be on target. 

After nearly a decade, awareness of  
the tours have grown beyond Aurora 
itself, with people coming from all 
parts of  Ontario to take part during 
the autumn months. More people 
take part, more stories are shared, 
more connections are made, and all 

viewpoints are embraced, as long as 
you come in with an open mind.

“Come and check out our Town,” 
he says. “Visually, you’re going to get 
a smorgasbord. I am going to make 
people notice things they have never 
noticed before. I am going to hopefully 
open up their minds and their hearts 
to a different part of  awareness about 
spirit. They are going to walk away 
feeling energized. It is motivating. 
People are going to walk away saying, 
‘WTF’ (Whoa, that’s freaky) because it 
is! I am still blown away because I can’t, 
for the life of  me, believe this would 
become bigger than itself. The tour 
itself  is writing its own stories.”

In a way, the tour itself  developed as 
a way for Mr. Heard to write his own 
story.

As a Grade 2 student at George Street 
Public School, his teacher, Ursula 
Ostick, encouraged him to become 
involve with public speaking to help 
aid a speech impediment and boost his 
self-esteem.

Over four decades on, people are 

driving long distances to hear him 
speak, and this is also a way for him 
to give back.

“We now know we have something 
very, very special,” says Mr. Heard of  
the tours. “I am proud of  what this 
community has helped me achieve. 
I couldn’t have done this on my own. 
I get to share the history of  our 
wonderful town, I get to share some 
unusual stories that are real. These 
people are real.”

Proceeds for this year’s series 
of  Full Moon Tours benefit two 
organizations: the Rise and Shine 
Breakfast, a weekly morning of  food 
and fellowship, hosted by volunteers 
from Aurora United Church, as well 
as the Aurora Lions Club’s newly re-
established youth group, the Leo Club.

“The Leos was one of  the first 
organizations where I started to find 
my footing in volunteering,” says Mr. 
Heard. “I still take people on tours and 
talk to people about how incredible 

this Leo Club was and the energy this 
group of  young people had. It just 
turned the Town upside down with 
fundraising. They did amazing work 
and I was glad to be a part of  that. We 
win because the money comes back 
to the community, the support comes 
back to the community.”

As for the stories behind Blue Moon 
and its connections to Aurora – well, 
you’ll just have to take the tour to find 
out. 

Tours run on select dates through 
October beginning May 4. Each tour 
departs at 8 p.m. from Town Park. 
Tickets are $15. For tickets and further 
information, visit creepytours.com. 

to mention offensively close to my 
driveway. In speaking with my 
neighbours it is clear that Canada Post 
is the only supporter of  this mailbox—
there were no consultations with those 
directly affected.

I am frustrated and upset by this 
decision and I know that if  I do not act 
quickly, I will come home soon to see 
this monstrosity on my front lawn.

I hope and pray that Aurora Council 
acts on this matter and on behalf  of  
its taxpayers, to represent those of  us 
who feel our rights as homeowners are 
being violated.

susan Joseph
Aurora

 lEttER to  thE  EditoR

“I am proud of what this 

community has helped me 

achieve. I couldn’t have  

done this on my own.  

I get to share the history of our 

wonderful town, I get to share 

some unusual stories  

that are real.  

These people are real.”
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PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES

• Brazilian Waxing ($32) 
• Body Waxing 

•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 
• Nails Art Designs 

• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 
– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3:30pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca

On-line 
booking
available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

We have 
270 regular 

and 
190 Shellac/

Gelish
colours 

available

We use 
Disposable 

Pedicure 
Liners

MEN 
Welcome

• Artificial Nail Enhancements

DEBIT

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Water 
softeners

Air
Conditioners 
& Humidifiers

FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve  
parenting, support, and proerty issues arising from  
separating families. A practitioner of  
Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney
Streets for speed cushion pilot to 
be shortlisted in months

By Brock Weir

Five busy Aurora streets will be 
shortlisted in the coming months before 
speed cushions are installed in a new 
pilot project.

Council gave the green light to the 
project this month which will see the 
traffic calming measures installed 
on five particular problem areas for 
speeders. As The Auroran reported 
last week, the pilot project was a 
result of  several complaints received 
by Councillors on a number of  local 
streets, including stretches of  Conover 
Avenue, Laurentide Avenue, Mavrinac 
Boulevard, Kennedy Street West and 
Stone Road.

Up to 20 streets, including these, will 
be under closer scrutiny in the weeks 
ahead as municipal staff  identify 
particularly problematic areas. Before 
they make their shortlist for Council 
approval, however, the streets need to 
pass a threefold test. 

The first warrant is the impact on 
adjacent streets, particularly whether 
traffic calming measures – and, in this 
case, there is only one traffic calming 
measure under consideration – would 
significantly impact the streets around 
them, including diverting traffic into 
the surrounding areas.

The second requires consultation 
with the York Regional Police, 
Emergency Services, local school board 
and York Region Transit to gauge the 
impact speed cushions would have on 
the services they deliver. 

The third warrant looks at existing 
speed limits, monitors traffic volume 
and speed.

These studies are expected to be 
carried out through June.

Council approved the pilot project 
at the Committee Level and reiterated 
their support at Council this month, 
but they wanted to ensure residents on 
the five ultimate “worst offenders” were 
adequately consulted before asphalt is 
poured.

“It is important we let residents 
know,” said Councillor John Abel, 
who brought forward the initial 
notice of  motion for the pilot project. 
“We, as Councillors, know a lot of  
people are concerned with cars 
moving very quickly in their specific 
neighbourhoods and they all have a 
common denominator: long, straight 
road. It is great we’re moving forward 
and we’re letting residents know.”

Public information sessions are 
slated to get underway this September, 
with an eye for installation by 
November, but the evaluation of  each 
street should be before Council over 
the summer for consideration, added 
Councillor Michael Thompson.

“I think it would be prudent for a 
report to come back to indicate what 
came out of  the study of  those five and 
then [have] the decision of  Council 
whether to proceed or not.”

The total cost for the pilot project is 
estimated at between $75,000 - $100,000, 
or approximately $5,000 per speed 
cushion installation.

Holy Spirit student barely broke a sweat hopping on stationary bikes to generate enough power for their 
Earth Day assembly and concert. Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Holy Spirit’s pedal power gives 
Earth Day a shot in the arm

By Brock Weir

Students across Aurora have been 
enthusiastically promoting healthy 
ways for kids to get to and from school 
on their own power, but Holy Spirit 
Catholic School took things to a new 
level last week.

Earth Day was marked last 
Wednesday, but Holy Spirit saved 
the best of  the celebrations for last, 
culminating in a student assembly and 
concert on Friday morning.

The twist? The event was powered 
entirely by students as teams took 
turns generating electricity on two 
stationary bikes in “Rock the Bike.”

Through their combined efforts, they 
generated enough electricity to light 
the gym, along with microphones and 
musical instruments to get the party 
started.

“Today, we gather to celebrate our 
Earth and all of  its wonders,” said 
students. “We are provided with food, 
shelter, water, space and beauty. God 
put this world together out of  a variety 
of  elements. God, our creator, we ask 
you in your special way to teach us how 
to love and preserve our Mother Earth. 
This is one of  your greatest gifts to us. 
We offer the Earth only peace and love.”

If  students are looking for tips on 
how to “love and preserve Mother 
Earth”, teachers have ensured they 
already have a head start on that front. 
Their Green Team runs throughout the 
year, spanning all grades, spearheading 
a number of  environmental projects 
within the school. Such programs 
include collecting milk bags, which are 
then sent to Nicaragua and Haiti where 
they are knitted and transformed into 

useful products.
The team also collects Kool-Aid 

Jammers, which are sent off  for 
recycling into a variety of  different 
products.

Batteries are collected for proper 
disposal, waste-free lunches are 
encouraged, and lights are regularly 
kept off  to conserve energy. 

The team is led by teachers Carolyn 
Kinsman and Christina Barbaro who, 
this year, have been focusing on making 
Holy Spirit one of  the first in the York 
Catholic District School Board to earn 
Platinum status as an Eco School. They 
have been among the Gold standard for 
the past three school years. 

During Friday’s events, the audience 
of  students, teachers, and parents were 
entertained by singers and musicians 
from intermediate grades, focusing on 
music with an environmental message 
and, afterwards, Windfall Ecology 
Centre was on hand to give kids the 
rundown on an electric car they 
brought on site.

“Sometimes in our everyday lives, 
we can forget our responsibility to care 
for nature,” concluded one student. 
“Today, as we reflect on the marvels and 
wonders of  God’s creation, let us renew 
our commitment as good stewards 
of  the Earth. At Holy Spirit, we will 
continue to look after the Earth God 
gave us. We will save energy by turning 
off  all the lights and computers when 
we are not using them. We will reduce 
by using reusable containers and water 
bottles for our lunches and snacks. 
Guide us to act responsibly, care for 
the Earth you gave us, and make wise 
choices in our everyday lives.”

It’s             Season!

BLACK, BROWN & RED

$16.97 - $31.97
5.5 kg - 12.4kg

$32.97 
4.8 kg 

$29.97 
each 1.L

MULCH 
TRUCKLOAD

$7.99
56L Bags 
2 for 1

16.97 - 16.97 - $$$$$31.9731.9731.97

We have the selection you need

AAAuuurrrooorrraaa

Sale

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East Aurora L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

ENTER TO WIN
Scotts Gift Baskets Valued at over $150.00 each 

Fri, Sat & Sun
May 1, 2 & 3

$$32.97 32.97 32.97 
4.8 kg 4.8 kg 

COMING EVENTS

THURsDAy, APRIL 30
The Aurora Branch of  the Royal Canadian 

Legion hosts Progressive Euchre this evening at 
7 p.m. $3pp. Everyone is welcome for a fun night 
of  cards.

APRIL 30 – MAy 2
The Pine Tree Potters’ Spring Pottery Sale will 

be held April 30 – May 3 at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, 22 Church Street, Thursday, April 30 and 
Friday, May 1 from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. There is free 
parking, free admission and a door prize. Visa, 
Mastercard and Interac accepted. For Further 
info:  905-727-1278 or visit www.pinetreepotters.ca.

sATURDAy, MAy 2
The Aurora Community Arboretum, in 

partnership with the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority, will hold their annual 
tree planting event today from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon, rain or shine. Bring the whole family 
and plant a tree. The group meets at Optimist 
Park, off  Birkshire Drive near Skipton Trail in 
Northeast Aurora. For more information, visit 
www.auroraarboretum.ca. Students qualify for 
volunteer hours.

sUNDAy, MAy 3
The Aurora Branch of  the Royal Canadian 

Legion hosts Bid Euchre this afternoon at 1 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome. $5pp. For more information, 
call 905-727-9932.

WEDNEsDAy, MAy 6
The Moraine Quilt Guild meets today from 1 – 

3.30 p.m. at Newmarket’s St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church (404 Water Street). Special Guest: Susan 
Bowslaugh will present a lecture and trunk show 
on From Traditional To Modern Quilting. www.
morainequiltguild.wordpress.com

* * * *
PARTAGEZ LE FRANÇAIS: York Region’s 

French Language Conversation Group expands 
to Aurora with a session at Country Style (14980 
Yonge Street) from 6.30 – 8 p.m. This free group 
welcomes adults (from beginners to francophones) 
looking to put their French language conversation 
skills into action. Francophones and stronger 
speakers are encouraged to share their French 
language skills with less strong speakers. For 
more information, email Partagez.York@yahoo.
ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Public Library presents the 

latest in their Money Talk$ Series: Managing 
Diversification with Stocks and ETFs, tonight 
at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room. This is a free, 
informal monthly discussion/education group 
to share unbiased experience and knowledge in 
economics and financial planning. Presentation 
will be followed by a group discussion. For more 
information, call the Adult Information Desk at 
905-727-9494 x.275.

sATURDAy, MAy 9
It’s time to clean up Hillary House at their 

annual Spring Clean-Up Day. This is your chance 
to help out in your community. Volunteers are 
needed and the Society is looking for those 
who can assist their Landscaping Committee 
in cleaning up the grounds in time for their 
spring opening. Lunch is provided. For more 
information, call 905-727-8991.

WEDNEsDAy, MAy 13
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora holds their 

monthly meeting today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
at the Royal Canadian Legion (105 Industrial 
Parkway North). This month’s speaker is James 
Middleton and the topic is “Canada in Space.” For 
more information, call program chair Cliff  White 
at 905-841-2421. New members are welcome. Call 
Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849 for more information, 
or attend the meeting.

THURsDAy, MAy 21
The Aurora Cultural Centre will host The Art 

of  Wine: A Wine Tasting Fundraiser this evening 
at 7.30 p.m. Guests will sip old world vintages in a 
casual, relaxed and fun setting, enjoying a series 
of  tutored tastings guided by sommelier Franco 
Stalteri from Grapebrands Wines. Tickets are 
$75 pp or $70 for Friends of  the Centre. For more 
information, visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca 
or call 905-713-1818.

sATURDAy, MAy 23
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents an Artisan Pop-Up Market: Gallery Gift 
Shop Launch from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Meet the gallery 
gift shop artists, and shop from their extensive 
collections available today, including hand-
wrought silver, porcelain, wood-fired ceramics, 
copper and semi-precious stone jewelry, fine art 
photo cards and more! Live jazz, ongoing artist 
demos throughout the day and door prizes. From 
11 a.m. – 12 noon, learn wire wrapping techniques 
to make your own ring (a $5 materials fee applies). 
Free admission – all welcome! For info, visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca, or call 905 713-1818.

sATURDAy, JUNE 6
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church presents 

their annual garage sale today from 8 a.m. to 12 
noon. Sports memorabilia, home interior, kids 
toys, lawn and garden tools, baby items, auto 
parts, vintage jewellery, dishes, Craftsman tools, 
collectables and hundreds of  items priced under 
$1. Snacks and drinks are available, as is a big 
bake sale. 7 Lacey Court, Aurora.
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Deadline: Friday, 4 pm, week prior to publication.    905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

HELP WANTEDBIRTHDAy ANNOUNCEMENT

sERvICEs

FOR RENT

ATTENTION
Local People 

Needed 
Intl Company Growing. 

Work From Home PT/FT/
Flex. Call/Text  

Terri 416-320-5857 
terri.whyte@yahoo.com

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

Come join an award winning, deeply rooted community newspaper in  
Ontario looking for a hard working editor/general manager with  
a passion for community, news, and strong leadership skills.

Seeking Managing Editor

EMail RESuME foR conSidERation: 
Ray Stanton
rays@londonproperty.ca

let’s talk.

REquiREMEntS:
• Knowledge of the newspaper industry

• Strong leader
• Post Secondary Education

• Sales skills an asset
• Great personal skills

• Have a positive attitude
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

• Hard working and enjoy rewards in a team environment

dutiES and RESPonSiBilitiES: 
• Manage editorial and operations with a focus on  

building upon the strong history of the paper
• Cover events, council, edit copy and layout pages

• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  
supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

coMPEnSation: Base + Performance Bonuses

Recently Renovated small 2 bed-
room apartment available May 1st located 
on a equestrian farm 3 minutes for Aurora 
centre. A separate entrance leads to 90 acres 
of  beautiful scenic wide open spaces. Park-
ing and utilities included. Pets welcome. 
$1100, Call Kevin 416 508-6170.

for all your
landscaping services

441166--880099--88779966
exquisitelandscapes.ca

HoSt FaMIlIeS 
Wanted for inter-
national students 
attending local 
high schools. ontar-
iohomestays.com, 
ontariohosting@
cogeco.ca, or, Call 
Mike at 905-844-5771

Advertise in 
THE AURORAN 

Classifieds 
905-751-6013 

ext. 102

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 
• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

Looking for keen and energetic people 
who enjoy cleaning 

647-333-7397

CNC Boring Mill Operator
Welders - MIG - 4 positions
Night Dispatcher ($20.00 hr.) 
- Woodbridge
Field Service Technician - Bolton
Bookkeeper -  Business Visions, 
Jonas
Accounts Payable Clerk-Full Time
MECHANICAL / INDUSTRIAL 

POSITIONS
• anyone with Mechanical skills
• ideal positions for Ladies or Men
• Quality Control
• Machine Operating
• Assembly
• Welding — MIG, Flux Core
• Painters — Industrial Spray
• Forklift Operators
• Packers
• Blow Mold Operators

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4342

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION
The Town of Aurora will hold a Public Information Session regarding the provincial review of the Oak Ridges 
Moraine Conservation Plan on Monday, May 4 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, Skylight Gallery, 
3rd floor.

About the 2015 Provincial Review of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan
On February 27, 2015, the Province of Ontario announced and formally launched the co-ordinated review of 
the Growth Plan, Greenbelt Plan, Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan and Niagara Escarpment Plan. In 
anticipation of these reviews, The Regional Municipality of York held a series of Public Consultation Sessions 
last year. These public consultations focused specifically on the Greenbelt Plan and Oak Ridges Moraine 
Conservation Plan. Furthermore, Aurora Town staff prepared a report to Council on July 15, 2014 with some 
preliminary comments on the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan Review. At this meeting, Council directed 
that staff hold this Public Information Session and report back.

Contact information
Additional information may be obtained from Fausto Filipetto of the Planning & Development Services 
department at 905-727-3123, ext. 4342, Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Become a Steady Part-time School Bus Driver now. We are hiring people from Woodbridge, 
Maple and North Richmond Hill (Oak Ridges). Ideal for recent retirees or stay-at-home parents. 
No weekends, nights or school holidays. (Ask about child ride along). Professional experience 
not required, FREE training provided.

You need a full valid G licence with at least one year North American experience.  
Drug testing and criminal/background check and MTO medical exam required.

Call 1-877-914-KIDS 
or email canadajobs@firstgroup.com

www.firststudentinc.ca
An equal opportunity employer that values diversity.

Take advantage of

SPRING TRAINING80!!

Surpirse Aimé Martin 
and join him and his family  

for a birthday drink!
at Aqua Grill, 

(15150 Yonge St, Aurora, South of Wellington 
on the West side)

Look who’s turning 

Drop in anytime from 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
for a birthday wish!

Shhhhh...

Saturday, May 9th

CHATS recognizes valuable volunteers
By Angela Gismondi

Community and Home Assistance 
to Seniors (CHATS) hosted a thank you 
lunch for their dedicated volunteers in 
honour of  National Volunteer Week 
last week.

The volunteer appreciation lunch 
was held at Mandarin Restaurant in 
Newmarket.

As a charity, CHATS depends on 
the dedication and compassion of  
its volunteers to deliver essential 
programs and services to more than 
7,100 seniors in the community. There 
are currently 535 active volunteers and 
37 new volunteers were welcomed to 
the organization in 2014.

“Without the involvement of  all 
of  you and the support and help you 
provide to our senior residents, we 
wouldn’t be able to provide the services 
that we do,” said CHATS CEO Christina 
Bisanz. “You make sure our clients 
have a good experience with CHATS. 

Your time is valuable to us, you are 
appreciated by us and we thank you.”

 “Thank you for coming out today so 
that we can show you our appreciation 
for what you do for our clients and 
families,” said Graham Constantine, 
chair of  the CHATS Board of  Directors. 
“I’m a volunteer just like you and 
we really appreciate your time and 
commitment.”

Volunteers were recognized for their 
years of  service to the organization. 
One year certificate recipients included 
Bob Tadier, Charlene Miskolczy, Claire 
Favreau, Julie Kramer, Lynn Gilligan, 
Minda Santos, Sandra Constancio, 
Tammy Farbod and Manouchehr 
Dabirikashkhouli. Bill Church, Byrne 
Hill and Anne Schwarzenberg were 
honoured for 15 years of  service, 
Elizabeth Arnold was recognized for 10 
years of  service and Jacqueline Eisen 
was honoured for five years of  service. 
Five, 10 and 15 year volunteers were 
presented with special pins.  

Auroran photo by Angela Gismondi

Suspects sought after break and  
enter at pharmacy

York Regional Police are seeing 
public assistance following a break 
and enter at an Aurora Shoppers Drug 
Mart.

In the early hours of  last Thursday, 
April 23, two suspects broke into the 
Shoppers Drug Mart on Yonge Street 
at Aurora Heights Drive, stealing 
cash and narcotics. Police believe 
the suspects “gained entry into the 
business by cutting a hole in the wall 
from an adjacent utility room” at 
approximately 3 a.m.

Police on Tuesday released a series 
of  images captured by surveillance 
cameras hoping for information from 
the public would come forward to help 
identify the suspects. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact the York Regional Police 
#1 District Criminal Investigations 
Bureau at 1-866-876-5423 x7147, or to 
leave an anonymous tip with Crime 
Stoppers by calling 1-800-222-TIPS, 
visiting www.1800222TIPS.com, or 
texting the tip to CRIMES (274637) 
starting with the word YORK. 
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At Your Service Directory 
  Call: 905-727-3300 x 102

AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTAL

TREE CARELIvE ENTERTAINMENT

LANDsCAPING

PIANO LEssONsPAINTER

CONsTRUCTION 

CONsTRUCTION -FLOORING

GARDENING

sKyLIGHTs

PROPANE AND APPLIANCEs

WATER

MOvING

CREMATION

25 yrs. experience

• FREE WATER TEST
        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today0% 

CLEANERs

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

PIANO LESSONS 
IN YOUR HOME

Raymond Lorenz 
905.727.9659

All levels, 
for study 

or pleasure 

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERs

sENIORs

FOOT CLINICs

S e r v i c e s  f o r  T r a n s i t i o n i n g  S e n i o r sPlanning to live in your home but need help?
We can do the following for you: 

• Groceries 
• Meal Preparation 
• Downsizing 
• Snowbird Services 

• Housekeeping 
• House Repairs 
• Move Management 
• And more...

For a FREE consultation please call (416) 726-0834

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs

All events/occasions: 

Comedy Pro Shop Agency 
(905) 841-7401

www.frenchiemcfarlane.bravehost.com
comedyproshop@aol.com

Twitter: @comedyproshop

Comedians/Speakers for 
Golf Tournaments, Corporate Dinners  

& Conventions, Fund Raisers,  
Comedy/Dinner Shows,  

Sports Celebrities, Seniors Entertainment. 
NO PROFANITY

Very competitive rates from only $80.00

e-mail: alan@eco-limo.ca       Website: Eco-Limo.ca

TESLA"New 

GEMMOLOGIsT
Gary Bergstein Gemmologist Inc.
 Jewellery Apprasials in the Comfort, Convenience  

and Security of Your Home

gsbappraisals@gmail.com 
www.scjdiamonds.ca

Please call Gary Bergstein
at 905-727-8023

for an appointment

Advertise 
in this spot!

Give us a call at 

905-727-3300

• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

Your Family Foot Specialist  
and Orthotic Provider

126 Wellington St. W., Ste. 203, Aurora

905-503-FOOT (3668)
www.footmedicalcentre.com

No Referral Necessary

• Over 25 years
  experience
• Fully Insured

H A N D S  O N  C O N S T R U C T I O N
Kitchens, bathrooms, basements,

custom cabinetry, additions, renovations
Mayfairconstruction.ca   416 209 3432

CONSTRUCTION

905-726-4132

Sun. May 10 - 4 Sundays
May 30 - 4 Saturdays

Next CourSeS Start:

Driver  
Training  
for Life

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

Council wants Federal support for housing as election approaches
By Brock Weir

All Federal parties are at the ready for 
an election this October, but before the 
politicians hit the campaign trail, they 
should be pressed for a commitment for 
affordable housing, according to Aurora 
Council.

Council voiced its support this month 
for forging ahead with encouraging 
Federal leaders to support projects 
that would improve affordable housing 
in communities like Aurora, during 
discussions by the Federation of  
Canadian Municipalities (FCM), which 
provides a united municipal voice to the 
Federal Government and other bodies.

This was a view that will be taken 
back to the FCM by Councillor Paul 
Pirri, who represents Aurora and York 
Region at that table.

Before Council was a report from the 
FCM outlining key initiatives moving 
forward. Affordable housing, said the 
FCM, has been identified as an important 
issue for Canadians, regardless of  the 
urban-rural divide and will be a part of  
the group’s election advocacy in the lead-
up to the campaign.

“In my mind, in an election year, 

we should let our voices be heard and 
we should move items forward,” said 
Councillor John Abel. “We have to be 
engaged at all levels. The importance 
coming up in an election year is you 
get representation at a very high level 
from all parties that will listen and 
make political promises, for what 
they’re worth, to the concerns of  the 
municipalities.

“Affordable housing will address two 
issues: homelessness, and it will address 
the need we have for our youth, who 
are vacating our municipalities to city 
centres that do have affordable housing. 
We need our youth segment, as well as our 
seniors, to reside back in Aurora so we 
can attract businesses. That is a concern 
that I think we should, collectively, be 
asking the Federal government for.”

If  there is a piece of  land that would be 
suitable for affordable housing, funding 
should be there to help make that project 
a reality, he concluded.

Council reiterated its support for 
Councillor Pirri remaining on the 
Board of  Directors for the FCM for the 
remainder of  the term. They voted in 
favour of  a motion from Mayor Geoff  
Dawe stating just that, along with the 

funding to send him to meetings as 
required at a cost of  up to $8,000.

“I think Councillor Pirri has done a 
very good job in terms of  representing 
Aurora and York Region at FCM,” said 
Mayor Dawe. “I think it is extremely 
important the work FCM does, so I 
heartily endorse this.”

This was an opinion shared by 
Councillor Michael Thompson.

“The FCM is such a strong voice for 
municipal governments,” he said. “[We 
are] very fortunate to have somebody 
who sits on the Board of  Directors. 
There is a cost to send Councillor Pirri to 
all these meetings and I think when you 
read through all the reports and see all 
the issues he is dealing with and talking 
in conjunction with his fellow board 
members, I think there is tremendous 
value.”

The importance coming up in an 
election year is you get representation 
at a very high level from all parties that 
will listen and make political promises, 
for what they’re worth, to the concerns 

of the municipalities.
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