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                   at Aurora Home Hardware 

Home Owners helping Homeowners ®

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre • 289 Wellington Street East,  Aurora  •  905-727-4751
with expert advice!
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ALL IN-STORE ITEMS ONLY 
Not applicable to Special Orders • Visit Store To See All The Marked-Down Products.

WEDNESDAY
December. 31  

KEEPERS OF THE FLAME
Young members of the Cheder Chabad Choir, led by Rabbi Yossi Hecht of Aurora, serenaded a packed audience at York Regional Police’s 
headquarters on Don Hillock Drive on Wednesday night. They were on hand for the YRP’s traditional Menorah Lighting Ceremony, which 
brought out representatives from various synagogues from York Region and the GTA, local dignitaries, and representatives from faith 
groups. For more on Hanukkah observances, see Page 7.                                   Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Study could lead to new approach to 
Downtown revitalization: Council

By Brock Weir

A study to look at what it would take for the Town of  
Aurora to secure historic and vacant properties along Yonge 
Street could lead to new approaches to revitalizing Aurora’s 
Downtown Core, according to some Councillors.

Council voted 8 – 1 last week to investigate a potential 
purchase price for historic Horton Place, which is situated 
on the northwest corner of  Yonge Street at Irwin Avenue, as 
well as the two properties immediately north and south of  the 
house, with a potential eye to spurring positive development 
and growth in Aurora’s historic centre. Council’s approval 

also came with the direction of  a full review of  liabilities and 
risks that would be part and parcel of  such a purchase.

The investigation is a result of  a motion brought forward 
by Councillor John Abel. He said he believed it is the role of  
municipalities like Aurora to add to their land reserves with 
an eye towards heritage, culture, business and commercial 
uses.

He stressed all he wanted was for Town Staff  to look at 
potential purchase costs rather than committing any funds. 
In looking at revitalization plans in other places, municipal 
involvement was key and Aurora needs to decide whether or 

Hack will have 
impact on future, say 
local filmmakers

By Brock Weir

Aurora filmmaker Jared Pelletier has been working on a 
sci-fi project for some time now. 

It is a film intended to make a statement – but it is unlikely 
this statement will have as wide-reaching an effect as the 
unlikely Seth Rogen-James Franco film “The Interview”, 
which has been all but scrapped by Sony, its parent studio, 
and international theatrical distributors, including Canada’s 
Cineplex Odeon, following threats from cyber hackers.

While the film is expected to be released online, the 
controversy to “cave” to these threats has had everyone from 
casual film buffs to the President of  the United States weigh 
in, but young local filmmakers question how the decision 
will affect their industry down the road.

“The sci-fi piece works into some potentially political 
allegories, and I think most movies have some sort of  allegory 

THAT’S ALL FOLKS! 
This will be the last issue of The Auroran before the New Year as our team takes 
some time to enjoy family, friends and the spirit of the season. Watch for the 
next edition of The Auroran on the week of January 8, 2015. Our best wishes for 
a safe, healthy and happy holiday!
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Dinner and a Movie

Please note:  Dinner and a Movie will resume in January 2015. 
Please look for our new schedule posted in January with our 
first movie starting on Saturday, January 17, 2015.

Register now for Winterfest Camp

Take a break from the cold weather and join us for activities 
including games, sports and arts and crafts.

Date: Monday, December 22, 2014 to  
 Friday, January 2, 2015 from 9 a.m to 4 p.m. 

Extended care is available. For more information or to register, 
please call 905-726-4770. 

Don’t miss Aurora’s Borealis!

Come to Aurora Town Park every evening from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
until Monday, February 16, 2015 and enjoy the beautifully lit 
trees and festive atmosphere.

For more information, please call 905-726-4762 or visit 
www.aurora.ca

Central York Fire Services – Public Information 
Centre (PIC) on Thursday, January 8

Residents of Aurora and Newmarket are invited to attend a 
Public Information Centre on the Central York Fire Services (CYFS) 
Master Fire Plan Update on Thursday, January 8, 2015.

What: Presentation of the proposed CYFS Master Fire Plan 
 Question and Answer period

When: Thursday, January 8, 2015 – 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
 Presentation to commence at 7:30 p.m. 

Where:  Art Ferguson Club House -  
 16195 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket 

Who: Members of Aurora and Newmarket Councils,  
 CYFS staff, representatives from Dillon Consulting 
 Limited, residents of Aurora and Newmarket

The 2014 Master Fire Plan provides CYFS with a strategic 
framework to update the current plan. It will assist the Town of 
Aurora and the Town of Newmarket in making decisions about 
fire prevention, public education and protection services, based 
on local needs.

For more information, please contact CYFS Administration at 
905-895-9222. 

REMINDER

Notice of Service Disruption at the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex (SARC)

There will be a service disruption on Saturday, January 3 and Sunday, 
January 4 at the SARC.

These disruptions include:

• PUBLIC SKATE 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. due to a Hockey Tournament

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca/news

Winter Parking Restrictions in effect from November 15 to 
April 15, 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.

It’s that time of year again! Snow and ice are due to arrive soon. 

Please make it safe for everyone and ensure that your vehicles are not parked on 
the street. It is also important to not park over sidewalks or onto the roadway. This 
is a hazard for residents and it severely hinders the ability of our Infrastructure and 
Environmental Services staff to efficiently plow our roads and sidewalks. 

For more information, please call 905-726-4751 or visit www.aurora.ca

2015 Waste Management Guide and Recycling Calendar has 
been mailed out

Please note the 2015 Waste Management Guide and Recycling Calendar has been 
mailed out through Canada Post to all Aurora residents. 

If you have not received your copy of the calendar, copies are available at Aurora Town 
Hall or visit www.aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling for an electronic copy.

Municipal Street Tree Block Pruning to begin in January 2015

Please be advised that Municipal Street Tree Block Pruning will occur in early January 
2015 and continue through to late March 2015. For a list of affected streets please visit 
www.aurora.ca/trees

If you have any questions, please contact the Parks & Recreation department at 
905-727-3123 ext. 3233.

Christmas Tree Pick-up during the week of January 26

Please note the Christmas Tree pick-up will take place during the week of January 26 
on your scheduled waste pick-up day.

For more information, please consult your Waste Management Guide and Recycling 
Calendar or call Customer Service at 905-727-1375.

Seeking Citizen Members for The Town of Aurora Boards and 
Committees

Aurora Town Council invites residents to apply to participate as a citizen member for 
a list of Boards or Committees.

For more information, please visit the news and notices section at 
www.aurora.ca/news 

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications for the 
following positions:

Manager of Bylaw Services
Application deadline is Wednesday, December 31

Procurement Consultant
Application deadline is Sunday, January 11

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca/employment

WHAT’S HAPPENING

New Changes coming to Curbside Collection! 

Starting January 1, 
2015 all residents and 
businesses in Aurora 
who participate in 
curbside collection 
must comply with the 
following changes:

• E-waste and batteries are banned from curbside collection
• There is a maximum of five extra bulky items per scheduled 
   collection. For example, you can set out a maximum of five 
   extra bulky items along with your green bin(s), blue box(es) 
   and garbage bag(s)/can(s).

Please note: Any items over the five extra bulky item limit 
will be tagged and left at the curb. You do not require an 
appointment to pick-up your five extra bulky items.

Residents can dispose of their E-waste and batteries at one of 
the The Regional Municipality of York’s local depots or at the 
Town’s scheduled E-waste events at 9 Scanlon Court.

Extra bulky items can also be taken to one of The Regional 
Municipality of York’s depots, wait till the next garbage cycle, 
or contact a private removal company. 

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling or call Customer Service 
at 905-727-1375. 

For a full list of The Regional Municipality of York’s depots, 
please visit www.york.ca

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Thursday, January 8 7 p.m.  Council Chambers Committee of Adjustment
Friday, January 9 12 p.m. Off-site Special Council Closed Educational 
   and Training Session
Saturday, January 10 8:30 a.m. Off-site Special Council Closed Educational 
   and Training Session
Tuesday, January 13 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee*
Tuesday, January 20 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Wednesday, January 21 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library  Aurora Public Library Board
Monday, January 26 7 p.m.  Council Chambers Special General Committee Budget Overview*
Wednesday, January 28 7 p.m.  Council Chambers Public Planning*

Meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Family First Night 2014
wedNesday, december 31

Date:        
Wednesday, December 31, 2014

Time: 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Location:  
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 1400 Wellington Street East

Celebrate the New Year with family and friends!

Details:

Complimentary                        hot chocolate with a food bank donation

Free skating and swimming

Children’s activities – crafts, face painting, bouncy castle, skills games

Reptile shows at 7 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Magic shows at 6:30 p.m. and 7:45 p.m.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca/firstnight for more information

PlEASE notE, WE RESERvE thE Right to CAnCEl, AMEnD oR ChAngE ACtivitiES.

ProuDLy 
sPonsoreD by

another exciting event 
brought to you by

Holiday Service Schedule
December and January 

MUNICIPAL OFFICE
Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) holiday schedule is as follows:

Monday, December 22  8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 23  8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 24  8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Thursday, December 25 CLOSED 
Friday, December 26  CLOSED 
Monday, December 29 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 30 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 31 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Thursday, January 1  CLOSED 
Friday, January 2  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. resume on Monday, January 5.  
If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off 
box 24 hours a day outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in 
the boxes and remember to include your payment stub along with your payment. 
Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or through your bank’s 
online banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at www.paytickets.ca

To view the Aurora Public 
Library’s holiday hours 
of operation, please visit 
www.library.aurora.on.ca  
or call 905-727-9494.

Collection scheduled on Thursday, December 25,  
Friday, December 26, Thursday, January 1 and  
Friday, January 2 will take place the day after your 
scheduled collection day. Christmas tree pick-up takes 
place the week of January 26 on your scheduled  
pick-up day. For more information, please consult  
your Community and Waste Management Calendar.

The Town of Aurora 
wishes you a safe and 

happy holiday!

As always, the Town will 
continue to provide essential 
and emergency services. 

For Town-related emergency 
situations, please call  
905-727-1375 or  
905-727-3123 and follow the 
voice prompts. 
For all oTher  
eMergencies, 
call 9-1-1

EMERGENCY SERVICESRECREATION CENTRE
stronach aurora recreation complex | 1400 Wellington street east
 
Monday, December 22  5:45 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 23  5:45 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 24  5:45 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Thursday, December 25 CLOSED 
Friday, December 26  8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, December 27 7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, December 28  7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, December 29 5:45 a.m. to 10 p.m.  
Tuesday, December 30 5:45 a.m. to 10 p.m.  
Wednesday, December 31 5:45 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Thursday, January 1  CLOSED 
Friday, January 2  5:45 a.m. to 10 p.m.

For swimming, public skating and Club Aurora fitness schedules, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/holidayrecreation. For up-to-date information regarding 
the re-opening of the Aurora Family Leisure Complex and Club Aurora, 
please visit www.aurora.ca

WASTE COLLECTIONLIBRARY



THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 25, 2014THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 25, 2014Page  2              Page 3

  Briefly

Damir, Tanya, Linda & Cathy
Wish You a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

21WELLINGTON STREET EAST, AURORA, ONTARIO (905) 841-6411

Joanne, Tanya, Anne, Carolyn, Wendy, Karen and Damir
Wish you a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

DAMIR VRANCIC LAW OFFICE

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

with this ad only

99 $
course 

discount 

Beginner Driver Education

Ridgewood 
Farm

Make memories this holiday break
Register your child for Christmas Break Riding Camp.  

We accept riders of all levels. This is an exciting opportunity for any child.  
Space is limited so please call or email to book your spot today.

Ridgewood Farm also offers riding lessons all year round. Still lots of time to register for Winter.

Stalls now available for anyone looking to board their horse with us. Call for a tour of our beautiful 
facility and come see what we have to offer you and your equine partner.

www.ridgewoodfarm.ca (905) 727-8231

RidgewoodFarms_5x5_2014.indd   1 14-11-27   2:45 PM

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4227

town of aurora 
pubLic NOTice

Seeking Citizen MeMberS for the town of AurorA 
boArdS And CoMMitteeS
Aurora town Council invites residents to apply to participate as a citizen member  
of one of the following boards or Committees:

 Statutory board or Committees
 Application Deadline: Friday, January 9, 2015

•	accessibility advisory Committee
•	aurora appeal tribunal
•	aurora Public Library Board
•	Committee of adjustment/Property Standards Committee

 Advisory Committees
 Application Deadline: Friday, January 23, 2015

•	 Environmental advisory Committee
•	 Economic Development advisory Committee
•	Heritage advisory Committee
•	 Parks and recreation advisory Committee
•	 trails and active transportation Committee

for more information on roles and responsibilities for Boards or Committee members, please visit  
aurora town Hall, aurora Public Library or the town of aurora’s website at www.aurora.ca  

for more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 4227.
 
what is the application process?

appointment to Boards and Committees is open to all residents of aurora, or owners of land within the 
municipality, or a tenant of land in aurora. applications must be submitted to the town on the approved 
application form. application forms and additional Board and Committee information can be picked up 
at aurora town Hall, aurora Public Library or by visiting the town’s website at www.aurora.ca 

applications should be addressed to the Deputy Clerk and submitted by email to pthoma@aurora.ca or 
by fax at 905-726-4732. applications can also be submitted by mail or hand delivered to  
100 John west way, P.o. Box 1000, aurora, on L4G 6J1.

By Brock Weir

It only takes one person to make a 
difference in the world, but being the 
difference-makers in the world around 
them is a team effort for the students 
and teachers at Rick Hansen Public 
School.

When the bell rang on Friday 
afternoon, elementary and secondary 
school kids were off  the hook until the 
New Year, but going home last week the 
Rick Hansen community was sure in 
the knowledge that their efforts would 
soon make a lasting difference. 

By Thursday, hats and gloves were 
obscuring the greenery of  the school’s 
Christmas Tree as the students’ hat and 
mitten drive went into the home stretch. 
The woolly clothes collected during this 
drive will be distributed as gifts to local 
families in need at the annual Christmas 
meal hosted by Jonathan’s Restaurant.

While the kids looked after the hats 
and gloves, teachers on the other hand, 
pooled their annual gifts of  soaps and 
other toiletries, donating them to the 
women and children at Yellow Brick 
House.

As these gifts bring smiles to the 
faces of  recipients throughout the 
holiday season, these efforts to make 
a difference are, two years after its 
opening, becoming second nature to the 
Rick Hansen Community, according to 
teacher Ingrid LaGros, who heads their 
Positive Climates for Learning (PC4L) 
program.

“PC4L takes into account healthy 
schools, active living, social justice, 
equity and really trying to develop a 
culture in the school,” says Ms. LaGros. 
“One of  the things we have been doing 
from students participating is trying to 
develop initiatives that get the whole 
school involved in Making a Difference, 
which is our big idea for the whole 
school. In our student council, there 
is a Positive Climates committee that 
helps run all our initiatives and helps us 
decide what we would like to do next.”

As for the teachers, their third-
annual drive for Yellow Brick House 
brought in a bumper crop of  donations 
not just from the teachers, but also the 
surrounding Rick Hansen community.

“As a teacher, you receive a lot of  
gifts,” says teacher Laura Britten, who 
is one of  a three-member team in their 
community classroom. “You often 

get lots of  soaps and shampoos that 
you won’t use at home and they often 
go to waste. So, we re-gift these to a 
worthy cause. It is just amazing to see 
how willing this community is to help 
families. Christmas isn’t all about Santa 
Claus coming to Town; it is about giving 
to people in need.”

This fall, the group led a food drive. 
Just a few short weeks ago, primary 
students up to Grade 2 put their best 
feet forward in their annual holiday 
concert, raising awareness for local 
organizations, and many of  these 
efforts culminated in a $275 donation to 
the York Region Children’s Aid Society, 
where students plan to adopt families 
for gift giving next season. 

In the early days of  these efforts, Ms. 
LaGros says she was often left asking 
kids what they thought of  certain 
initiatives, but getting students to take 
ownership of  these initiative, was an 
entirely different challenge. Not so 
anymore.

“Now, we actually have kids asking, 
‘Why don’t we do this? Why don’t we 
do that?’” she says. “I make contact 
with the organizations and they do the 
announcements, they do the organizing, 
they do the collection and everything. 
It has now shifted from teacher-led 
to student-led, which is really where 
you want it to be because it has them 

thinking about how to make a difference 
in their community.

“The most exciting part of  it for 
me is the students are making the 
commitment to take the time to think 
about it, internalize it and find out what 
resonates with them. No matter what we 
do, the kids now have the mentality that 
now we’re trying to make someone’s life 
better. Whatever the initiative is, that is 
our end goal. I think the fact they’re now 
thinking about it themselves is what 
excites me the most – that change in 
mindset of  how can I make a difference 
in the lives of  somebody else, and how 
can I encourage others to do the same?”

Adds Ms. Britten: “The staff  and 
students here are absolutely fantastic. 
They would give you the shirt off  
their back if  they could just help the 
community.”

Being difference makers is a team goal at 
Rick Hansen P.S. this holiday season CELEBRATE 2015 AT FAMILY FIRST NIGHT

Swimming and skating are just two activities 
on offer for New Year’s Eve as Aurora celebrates 
Family First Night. Beginning at 6 p.m., the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex on 
Wellington Street East will throw open its doors 
for an evening of  face painting, a bouncy castle, 
free swimming and skating from 6 – 8 p.m., magic 
shows at 6.30 and 7.45 p.m., reptile shows at 7 p.m. 
and 8 p.m., along with skills games, crafts, and 
more! Complimentary hot chocolate will also be 
on tap with donations of  non-perishable food items 
to the Aurora Food Pantry. For more information, 
contact Shelley Ware at the Town of  Aurora at 905-
726-4762 or email sware@aurora.ca. The fun wraps 
up at 9 p.m.

LOOKING TO QUIT SMOKING?
If  quitting smoking is one of  your New Year’s 

resolutions, the Region of  York could help you 
along the way. Beginning January 21, the Region 
will host two “STOP on the Road” workshops. 
Using nicotine replacement therapies like the 
patch can double your chances of  success. These 
workshops, scheduled for January 21 from 6 – 9 
p.m. and January 27 from 12 noon to 3 p.m., offer 
five weeks of  no-cost nicotine replacement patches 
for those who qualify, along with information and 
tips for a successful quit. For more information, 
including eligibility, call 905-830-4444 x.73052.

Students Paige Harris and Anika Bisnauth helped spearhead the mitten and hat drive at Rick Hansen P.S., 
which will be distributed to local families in need at the traditional holiday dinner hosted by Jonathan’s 
Restaurant this week. They are pictured with teacher Ingrid LeGros.             Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Teachers, and the community at large, joined forces to collect toiletries, cosmetics and other items for 
women and kids at Yellow Brick House. A force behind this initiative is teacher Laura Britten who is  
pictured here with Rick Hansen principal Steven Gardner.                               Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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I hate to break tradition, so I will 
open my final column of  2014 with the 
dusty, yellowing opener of, “this time 
of  year always brings a mixed bag of  
feelings.”

This week is a time of  celebration; 
an excuse to throw a good party, 
spread some holiday cheer, meet up 
with relatives you have not seen in a 
while, catch up with old friends, and 
experience the pleasures of  gift giving 
while perhaps picking up a few nifty 
things for yourself  in the process.

Then, in the post-Christmas turkey 
haze comes Boxing Day. If  you’re from 
a split family, it might be a time to start 
the whole clambake over again and/or 
hitting the shops for a great Boxing Day 
deal on that one elusive item that was 
on your list.

After that, the merriment continues 
with the anticipation of  New Year’s 
Eve, the celebrations that come with it, 
and the renewal which, in turn, comes 
with a fresh start.

That is, a fresh start might be 
anticipated by those who think with 
the glass half  full. Those on the 
opposite side of  the spectrum might be 
a bit melancholy to see an otherwise 
spectacular year be consigned to 
memory.

Usually, I fall somewhere in the 
middle. 

Up until the middle of  last week, 
my cup nearly runneth over looking 
forward to a fresh start.

Then, I went to get my hair cut. 
On my way to take my seat in the 

barber’s chair I grabbed a magazine at 
random off  the table and began to get 
comfortable. Oddly enough, it was a 
coverless copy of  Maclean’s year-end 
edition from 2013. A lot happened in that 
year and when I leafed through pictures 
of  memorable political moments, 
triumphs on the field, tempered with 
images of  natural disasters and human 
suffering, I contemplated what would 
be the lasting images of  2014.

It is relatively easy to imagine this on 
a national perspective – particularly as 
most of  these year-end editions are out 
now, having done the legwork for you 
already! – but I began to wonder what 

the lasting local images would be here. 
2014 did not get off  to the best of  

starts, with the murder of  a local 
woman abroad and remembrances of  
a long-serving Aurora mayor who died 
just before the New Year, but visually 
our eyes were craned upward to the 
trees, still encased in ice from the pre-
Christmas storm. 

Colourful images of  butterflies were 
punctuated with smiles and tears as the 
St. Joseph Catholic School Community 
came together to raise money for the 
ongoing treatment of  their friend, 
Laura, who sadly lost her battle this 
summer. Students rallied in inventive 
ways, both in video and strutting their 
stuff  down the catwalk in memory of  
one of  their own, who lost his battle 
with depression on the GO tracks one 
wintery January morning.

Aurorans celebrated in the lead up 
to, and during, Sochi 2014, not only 
cheering on local athletes as they 
prepared to make the trek, but also 
gathering in bars across town at dawn 
to watch the boys bring home hockey 
gold. 

By the time February rolled around, 
the lasting memories created during 
2013’s Sesquicentennial celebrations 
were quite literally capped with the 
sealing of  a time capsule to mark the 
occasion, while the racy images from 
the newly re-vamped Mardi Gras at Aw, 
Shucks kept more than a few of  you 
warm on a cold March night.

March led the way for change as 
long-time MPP Frank Klees passed 
the Progressive Conservative baton to 
Newmarket Councillor Jane Twinney, 
and local Ontario Liberals picked 
Chris Ballard to represent them on the 
campaign trail, setting the stage for a 
dramatic election ahead.

There is little doubt what the most 
lasting images from April will be. Every 
time I delve into that month’s archive 
for a reference, I can still smell the 

smoke coming through our office as the 
nearby Aurora United Church erupted 
into flames.

It is interesting the scents and 
odours that stick with you for a 
lifetime. On the welcome end of  things, 
the distinctly different smells of  my 
late grandparents’ respective kitchens 
bring back wonderful memories, as 
does the smell of  a freshly picked 
tomato stem which is, in my mind, an 
instant blast of  summer. Less welcome, 
however, was the smell that April day – 
a smell made extra pungent not by the 
burning wood and crumbling brick, 
but of  the generations of  memories 
and history that wafted away with each 
plume.

Each plume and flame that went into 
the air, and the cascades of  water which 
poured down the thresholds of  the 
building and onto the streets below, are 
images indelibly etched into Aurora’s 
collective consciousness.

By the time my mind got to the end 
of  April, I was halfway through my 
haircut when the woman wielding 
the scissors – the same woman who 
has been wielding the scissors over 
my scalp for more than a decade after 
an unfortunate incident elsewhere 
– my thoughts were interrupted by 
something of  an exclamation.

The gist of  the exclamation was, 
thoughtfully, to point out that I am now 
actually greying on the roof, rather than 
just the beard which has been taunting 
me for the better part of  the year. After 
picking out the grey as they arrived, 
I eventually gave up and decided to 
let Mother Nature do her worst, but 
this inventory-taking of  my beard’s 
northern white counterparts simply 
drove home the fact that 2015 will usher 
me into my thirties and suddenly my 
glass-half-full spirit started to leak.

So, with that, it was off  to hurriedly 
begin my list of  New Year’s resolutions 
before I hit that milestone, which is still 
– at press time –a work in progress. 

I’ll report back on this – and on the 
second quarter of  2014 – in the New 
Year.

Have a safe and happy holiday 
season! 

To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email to 

letters@auroran.com

Deadline for submissions is 
Sunday at 1 p.m.

Springing a Leak

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Canadians can’t afford 
“another misspent year”: 
Liberals

Looking back on the year, it is 
increasingly clear that Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s priorities are no 
longer the priorities of  Canadians.

His Conservative government has 
focused economic attention solely on 
its promise to introduce an expensive 
income splitting scheme. 

Paying for it has trumped every 
other need. Over a billion dollars for 
veterans’ services have gone unspent 
while the government closed nine local 
offices—making it even harder to access 
a support system the Auditor General 
called “complex and time-consuming.” 
Veterans who needed mental health 
services have been left waiting months, 
even years, to get help.

Spending on infrastructure projects 
through the Building Canada Fund 
has been cut by 90%. Employment 
Insurance payroll taxes have been 
frozen at artificially high levels.  Other 
taxes, such as tariffs on imports, 
have gone up. Public safety has been 
shortchanged, from search and rescue 
to food inspection and rail safety to 
environmental protection. 

All for the sake of  income splitting, 
which will cost the federal government 
a whopping $2 billion a year, but will not 
benefit 85% of  Canadian households. 
Single mothers and fathers, those who 
have the least and couples with similar 
incomes will get nothing.  Among the 
few who will benefit, the largest benefit 
will go to those who need it the least. 

There is no reason why middle class 
families should have to pay to give 
families like Mr. Harper’s a $2,000 tax 
break.

Worst of  all, this scheme will do 
nothing to help with our middling 
economic outlook. Economic growth 
continues to be low, the jobs market 
sluggish and household debt high. 
Federal mismanagement has left big 
projects like the Keystone XL pipeline 
struggling to get going. Exports are 
only returning to their pre-recession 
peak.

Liberals have been hearing from 
Canadians that this is just not good 
enough.  They are looking not only for 
a different government, but a better 
government. We are working hard to 
earn their trust.

We believe that a surplus built by 
Canadians should be invested for the 
benefit of  all Canadians. That means 
investing in our people, our natural 
resources, our infrastructure, our trade 
and our drive to innovate. These are the 
things that made Canada successful 
in the first place. That is how we will 
restore growth and bring relief  to 
struggling middle class families and all 
those striving to get there. 

Canadians can’t afford another 
misspent year.

Judy Foote, MP
Whip, Liberal Party of Canada
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Timberlane development 
needs to be compatible: 
reader

As a home owner located near the 
proposed Timberlane redevelopment, 
we were surprised to learn there are 68 
homes planned for just 4.7 hectares. 

If  approved this will mean unit 
density of  6.54 on the property as 
compared to 3.47 and 2.22 in surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Similarly, lot coverage will be 32 
percent as compared to 16.5 percent and 
12 percent for neighboring areas and 
12 percent in the Town’s Official Plan. 
Properly planned in fill developments 



THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 25, 2014THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 25, 2014Page  4              Page 5

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

View From 
Queen’s Park

A Year of Building Opportunity

Continued on page 15

Continued on page 14

As we enter the holiday season, I hope 
that each of  you has the opportunity to 
spend some well-deserved time with 
family and friends, and reflect upon the 
successes of  2014.

It is back to business at Aurora Town 
Hall and at York Region. On December 
2, our new Council was sworn in at our 
Inaugural Council Meeting at Town 
Hall. 

It was a ceremony steeped in 
tradition, complete with a piper, colour 
guard, our Town Crier, representatives 
of  our faith communities and members 
of  Aurora’s Queen’s York Rangers. 

It was a wonderful evening and I 
thank Town staff  for organizing such a 
distinguished and well-organized event 
to usher in the 2014-2018 municipal 
term.

On December 11, York Regional 
Council held its Inaugural Council 
meeting, electing Wayne Emmerson, 
former Mayor of  Whitchurch-
Stouffville, as its first new Chair in 
17 years. I am excited to continue 
working with Wayne, a knowledgeable 
and seasoned political veteran, and 
congratulate him on his successful 
campaign to succeed retiring Chairman 
Bill Fisch. 

I also look forward to working with 
the newly sworn-in members of  York 
Regional Council, and would like to 
thank Newmarket Regional Councillor 
John Taylor for running a spirited 
campaign for the Chair’s position. 
While I ultimately voted with the 
majority of  my Regional colleagues 
in electing Wayne Emmerson, I was 
pleased to hear John’s principled 
stance at supporting social services for 
vulnerable residents, and look forward 
to his continued positive contributions 
at Regional Council. 

The election of  the Regional Chair has 
been the subject of  some contention, as 
it is conducted by those democratically 
voted onto Regional Council, not the 
electorate at-large. 

While there are certainly merits to 
both systems, Aurora has been well-
served by the present model. With 
the election of  a former mayor of  a 
Northern 6 community – a group of  
which Aurora is a member – I am 
strongly encouraged that Aurora and 
the other smaller communities in York 
Region will continue to have a strong 
voice at the Council table. 

With Councils in place, business 
has quickly turned to our annual 
budget process. I would like to thank 
the residents who took the time to give 
us feedback using our Citizen Budget 
online survey tool. This was the first 
time we used this easy-to-use interactive 
survey and we will continue to use this 
to gauge resident sentiment. The results 
of  the survey will be sent to Council for 
their consideration during the budget 
process.   

Resident feedback is critical to 
helping Council set budget priorities. I 
encourage all Aurorans to get involved 
in the New Year and attend one of  
our upcoming consultations. The 
consultation schedule will appear in 
January editions of  our Town Notice 
Board, located on Page 2 of  The Auroran.

Recently, the Ontario Legislature rose 
for its holiday break, giving me more 
opportunity to meet constituents, attend 
community events and spend time with 
family and friends. 

The end of  sitting is also an opportunity 
to reflect on the accomplishments of  
our government in 2014 and look ahead 
to the ways we will continue building 
opportunity and security for the people 
of  Ontario in 2015. 

This has been a very productive six 
months for the government of  Ontario 
on behalf  of  the people of  Newmarket-
Aurora, and all Ontario.

Since the session began, we 
introduced and passed our budget and 
nine other pieces of  legislation that build 
opportunity and create more security in 
people’s lives. 

We raised the minimum wage to $11 
and tied it to inflation. 

We cut red tape for businesses and 
passed legislation to combat auto 
insurance fraud and lower your rates. 

And we are helping kids get the 
best start in life by investing in their 
education and health. 

The budget is central to our 
government’s four-part plan to build 
Ontario up by investing in people’s 
talents and skills, developing new 
public infrastructure like roads and 
transit, creating a dynamic, supportive 
environment where business thrives, 
and building a secure retirement savings 
plan.

There are positive signs that our plan 
is working. 

Employment in Ontario has increased 
by 517,400 since the recessionary low in 
June 2009. Premier Kathleen Wynne’s 
first trade mission to China in October 

resulted in nearly $1 billion of  new 
investments by Chinese companies, 
creating 1,800 new jobs for the people of  
our province. 

Our Youth Jobs Strategy is on track 
to create employment opportunities that 
are giving thousands of  youth a foothold 
in the job market, and time and time 
again, companies are choosing to invest 
in Ontario, creating more opportunities 
for the people of  our province.

A year ago, I was an Aurora Councillor 
and enjoying my 25th anniversary as 
president of  a local small business. And 
a year ago at Queen’s Park, our Liberal 
team was facing a challenging minority 
parliament. 

What I saw was a government working 
in collaboration with the opposition to 
move forward with initiatives important 
to me and the people of  Newmarket-
Aurora.

The year got off  to a great start when 
the province’s largest coal-fired station, 
Nanticoke Generating Station, burned its 
last coal and went out of  service. Three 
months later, Thunder Bay Generating 
Station burned its last piece of  coal and 
Ontario became the first place in North 
America to eliminate coal as a source of  
electricity — the single largest climate 

change initiative undertaken in North 
America. 

In the spring, when the other parties 
decided not to support the budget, we 
went to the polls. I ran to serve as your 
MPP because I believe in Premier 
Wynne’s practical and balanced plan to 
build Ontario up – and because I believe I 
have the skills and experience to make a 
real contribution on behalf  of  the people 
of  Newmarket-Aurora. I am excited to 
have the opportunity to deliver for you 
and proud to serve as your MPP.

When our party was given a majority 
mandate, we got right back to work. We 
reconvened the legislature within a few 
short weeks and we passed the budget in 
July. 

While I am encouraged by the progress 
people are seeing, I am also working 
to address the challenges that people 
in Newmarket-Aurora face, such as 
transit, transportation, environmental 
preservation and local economic growth. 

I was delighted with GO Transit’s 
increased train service to our riding in 
the summer, but more needs to be done 
and I will continue to advocate on behalf  
of  this riding.

I am excited with the work I am 
focused on at Queen’s Park, namely 
working with Minister Deb Matthews 
to help move the government’s Poverty 
Reduction Strategy ahead, and with 
Minister David Orizetti, to help make it 
easier for small business to do business 
with the province.

A big issue, both here and across 
the province, is retirement security. 
We know that fewer than 35 per cent of  
Ontario workers enjoy the security of  
a workplace pension plan and that a 

THIS ISN’T YOUR GRANdMOTHER’S STUFFING
Santa Claus headed over to Sobey’s on Bayview Avenue at Hollidge to help Aux. Staff Sergeant Norm Radcliffe, Aux. Constable Jason Richards, Aux. Constable 
Mohsen Behravesh and Aux. Sergeant Heather MacKay of the Ontario Provincial Police’s Aurora Detachment, and Sobey’s staff to help “stuff the cruiser”. All grocery 
donations received by the police, who volunteered their Saturday for the cause, were given to the Aurora Food Pantry.                           Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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The world’s leading scientists 
are all caught up making important 
discoveries, or un-locking the mysteries 
surrounding many of  man’s major 
diseases.

But all these things pale in 
comparison to the real issue that these 
people should have been trying to solve; 
man’s inability to shop for Christmas 
presents.

And it is that time of  year, once 
again.

I believe that there is something in 
a man’s gene pool that does not allow 
them to begin purchasing any presents 
until at least 4 p.m. on December 23.

My situation is magnified, as I need 
to shop for birthday gifts during the 
holiday season.

My wife’s birthday is the day after 
Christmas and my son’s birthday is the 
day after that.

When I was first courting Julie she 
made sure to inform me “that Christmas 
and my birthday are two separate and 
distinct events.”

I guess she felt “short changed” in 
the gift department growing up. Great, 
now I get to deal with the guilt!

I thought our son being born so 
close to Christmas would solve part 
of  my Christmas buying dilemma; the 
argument being that Ryan is my annual 
and ever loving gift to Julie. I don’t 
know why, but this did not sit very well 
with her.

For the first couple of  years of  our 
marriage, I would rely on my mother-
in-law’s advice for purchasing some of  
the gifts, until Julie found out about it. 
She then forbid me to talk to her mom 
from mid-November until December 27 
every year.

I have also relied on the good graces 

of  others – sometimes complete and 
utter strangers in the shopping mall.

I have also relied on people at my 
work. A number of  years ago, one of  the 
ladies in the office was dressed very well 
one day, so I asked her what designer 
label she was wearing. She prepared a 
list for me (just the outerwear, thank 
you) of  the clothes that she had on, 
then I went to the exact same store and 
purchased it. Not bad – I only had to 
return two of  the three items!

In past years I had implored my 
wife to provide me with a list of  things 
that she would deem suitable. No dice. 
She would always say, “Whatever you 
purchase will be fine with me” – which 
evidently was not the case as she took 
back most of  the things I purchased for 
her. 

I guess she thought I should have 
ESP – and magically figure out what 
she wants. 

But three years ago something 
extraordinary happened. As Henry 
Kissinger once said, “Peace is at hand”. 
Without me asking or prompting her in 
any fashion whatsoever, Julie provided 
me with her Christmas wish list. 

I guess enough years of  receiving 
hockey sticks, blenders, Leaf  tickets 

and pitching wedges had now tipped 
the balance in my favor.

In the spirit of  the holiday season 
I offer up some suggestions to the 
procrastinating shopper.

People always seem to appreciate 
books, a year-long subscription to a 
magazine or movie passes.

Speaking of  books, a nice gift might 
be, “Long Walk To Freedom” which is 
the autobiography of  the late South 
African President Nelson Mandela. 

While not as personal, gift cards at 
his/her favorite store or within the 
local shopping mall can work.

Gifts do not have to be expensive. As 
they say, it is the thought that counts.

Providing a gift that has a personal 
touch is always special.

These “personal” gifts could be 
providing someone with a photograph 
of  a special event that you undertook 
together. Placing the picture in a lovely 
frame is a nice touch.

What about food?
One of  the ladies in our office loves 

baking and every year she makes a 
couple of  homemade pies for her close 
friends. After the pies are baked, she 
freezes them and puts them in a nice 
gift box.

As difficult as it has been to purchase 
Christmas presents for my wife over the 
years, it has been that easy and quick to 
purchase a Christmas present for my 
mother-in-law.

The Petro Canada kiosk at the bottom 
of  Orchard Heights and Yonge Street is 
open on Christmas day and usually has 
beef  jerky on sale – two for a dollar.

Merry Christmas everyone!

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey dawe

Getting Down 
to Business

Christmas Gift Ideas 

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Have you made  
any New Year’s 

resolutions?
a)   Yes    b)   No
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not it plays a role here.
“This would be, in my mind, the first 

step going forward, putting in some 
valuable land right off  Yonge Street in 
our core,” said Councillor Abel. “You can 
wait for private developers to come and 
do it piecemeal, but if  we grab parcels of  
land together, the opportunities are that 
much greater and will keep a lot more 
interest in development. We will also 
send a message that we are prepared to 
move forward with revitalization and it 
is a commitment.

“Purchasing land is not high risk, in 
my opinion. If  there is a failure, we are 

not committing any money to develop 
the land. We’re only committing to 
purchase the land. The risk of  failure 
to look at purchasing key properties in 
bulk, I think, is minimal compared to 
opportunities and potential that exist.”

First to lend her support was 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes, who said 
it was the “absolute right thing to do.” 
Harkening back to comments made 
in the last term of  Council towards 
the failed “Hillary-McIntyre Park” 
idea to acquire Horton Place and the 
two properties to its north, including 
Hillary House, for a “heritage park”, 
she said while she liked that initial idea, 
this is a step forward.

While they ultimately voted in favour 
of  the motion, the enthusiasm of  
some Councillors was more tempered. 
Councillor Harold Kim, for instance, 
said while it is one thing to move 
forward with evaluating the properties, 
the question of  what Aurora would then 
do with them weighed on him. 

“It would be nice if  staff  could 
also come back to us looking one step 
ahead [to see] how much it would cost 
to maintain the properties while we 
are debating on what we can do with 
the properties,” said Councillor Kim. 
“I would hate for us to purchase the 
land and then have to spend tens of  
thousands maintaining the properties 
while debating for a year or two, or 
three, what is going to happen.”

Councillor Jeff  Thom, on the other 
hand, said a report would help in having 
all options on the table when making a 
final decision, but time could be of  the 
essence.

“You don’t choose what properties 
go up for sale and I think if  Council 
wants to have a long-term vision for 
what the Downtown Core needs to be, 
then you need to look at acquiring the 

properties.”
From the perspective of  Councillor 

Michael Thompson, moving forward 
with the concept of  looking at new ways 
to revitalize Downtown Aurora is good, 
and the role of  Council to examine all 
those opportunities, he didn’t want 
to lose sight of  other revitalization 
opportunities also on the table, such 
as the future of  Library Square on 
Victoria Street at Church. An extra step 
was needed in the process, he noted, to 
address these concerns.

“I would like to see a step in between 
where there is that information piece…
around that strategy [but] I don’t want 
us to lose our focus with regards to 
Library Square,” he said. “We have 
a number of  different initiatives all 
costing dollars. I don’t want this decision 
made in isolation of  what we’re doing 
overall. I think it is the right thing to 
explore and investigate, and have that 
conversation.”

The dissenting voice to the plan came 
from Councillor Wendy Gaertner. While 
she does want to see revitalization of  
the Downtown Core, something she has 
spoken of  for many years, she objected 
to Council’s conversation taking place 
out in the open, calling the process 
“inappropriate.”

“We had a very intensive closed 
session discussion on this property,” 
said Councillor Gaertner of  the two 
properties north of  Irwin. “We had 
the advice of  a consultant, we did a 
lot of  work on this last term…but we 
decided as a Council for many reasons, 
in particular the condition of  one of  
the buildings, the amount of  money we 
would have to put in of  the taxpayers’ 
money. I think there were so many 
issues that made us decide this was 
not the appropriate way to go, and I am 
without words.”

Motorists reminded of dangers of impaired, distracted driving as R.I.D.E. continues
By Brock Weir

Motorists coming through Aurora 
were reminded of  the dangers of  
impaired driving last week as Ontario 
Transportation Minister Steven del 
Duca and York Regional Police Chief  
Eric Jolliffe took over a spot check on 
Wellington Street at Highway 404.

Getting some tips from the Minister 
and Chief, as well as an ice scraper to 
boot, it was a way to boost awareness as, 
according to Chief  Jolliffe, some people 
just aren’t getting the message.

He attributes the rise in charges to 
a number of  factors, the first being the 
“community stepping up and helping us 
do our job” to keep the community safe, 
as well as strategic enforcement.

“The bigger message here is during 
this particular season, we want 
individuals to have fun, but please don’t 
drink and drive,” he said. “Take those 
other opportunities; have a friend give 
you a drive home, have a designated 
driver, stay overnight, but just make 
other arrangements.”

While the number of  impaired driving 
offenses is on the rise, conversely the 
number of  fatal collisions for impaired 
driving is down. 15 per cent of  fatal 
collisions have been alcohol related this 
year, he added.

The Minister’s participation in the 
spot check not only allowed him to boost 
awareness of  impaired driving, but also 
see the York Regional Police in action.

“Drinking and driving, unfortunately, 

can happen at any time of  day and folks 
here at the York Regional Police are 
doing an extraordinary job,” said Mr. 
del Duca. “I am really thrilled to be out 
here this afternoon and have a chance to 
see them do their great work and have 
a chance to interact with some of  the 
drivers to make sure they are getting the 
message.

Ahead to 2015, he added he was 
particularly eager to see Bill 31, which is 
currently working through the Ontario 
Legislature to bring new and distinct 
penalties for drug impaired driving and 
distracted driving, into reality. 

“We have seen some studies come out 
over the last year that suggest with our 
youngest drivers perhaps the distracted 

driving piece, the texting and driving, is 
a concern.”

Motion is one thing, but long term vision  
is another: Councillors

From page 1

Minister of Transportation Steven del Duca 
and Police Chief Eric Jolliffe remind  
motorists of the R.I.D.E. program. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way 
that was never before 
realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” He 
says that  “Even though traditional forms of  
adjusting also work, people are drawn to this 
new technique because of  how gentle it is 
and does not involve any twisting, especially 

in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s safe 
for individuals of  all ages. Call our office 
today and mention this article to receive a 
FREE ProAdjuster analysis to pin-point your 
problem areas and to see how the ProAdjuster 
can help. Call within the next 7 days and you 
will also receive a complimentary nerve 
stress scan and computerized muscle test/
semg that can show the areas of  your stress 
and how it’s affecting your body. Call 905-773-
2225 today to reserve your free ProAdjuster 
Analysis Scan. (reg. $90). 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may no 
longer have to live with a persistent, painful 
condition. Call us today at 905-773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 
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Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

(Insert Dealer Info Here)

Will Your Gas Furnace 
Withstand Winter?
Avoid the inconvenience and discomfort when your gas 
furnace breaks on the coldest day of winter. A Daikin 
Comfort Pro can offer options to keep your unit running, 
saving energy, and operating at peak performance. And be 
certain to ask about our Comfort Promise.

Merry Christmas
&  Happy New Year

From The Gathering Place
We invite you to:

 
Christmas in the Glory

With Joshua Mills
International Speaker & Musician Christmas Concert

Monday, Dec 22nd at 7:00 p.m.
 

Christmas Eve Service
7:30 pm

Christmas Carols & Message of Hope
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Watch Night Service

Word of the Lord - For 2015

Guests Dr Russ Moyer
International Apostle and Prophet

Eagle Worldwide Ministries
Refreshments 8:00 pm / Service at 9:00 pm

Optional bowling after midnight
 

Sunday Morning Services at 10:30 am
Monday Nights 7:00 pm

 
Come in person or watch live  online

www.tgpoa.com  905 841-0817
 

The Gathering Place of Aurora
210 Edward Street, Aurora

(Inside Gateway Lanes)

Menorah lighting continues 
tradition as a “beacon of 
light and love”

By Brock Weir

The tradition of  lighting the 
menorah might be an ancient Jewish 
tradition, but it is an ancient tradition 
that remains relevant and timely in 
today’s world.

That was the message brought to 
Aurora last week by Rabbi Mendel 
Caplan, a chaplain with the York 
Regional Police (YRP), as he led 
dignitaries, including Police Chief  
Eric Jolliffe and Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner, in the annual Menorah 
Lighting Ceremony, hosted by the 
YRP at their Don Hillock Drive 
headquarters.

“This is a festival that recalls a 
victory nearly 22 centuries ago,” said 
Rabbi Kaplan. “To be sure, the Jewish 
people living in the land of  Israel 22 
centuries ago were militarily weak, 
but they were spiritually strong. Their 
victory is not really about military 
prowess, it is about the spirit of  force, 
a force of  spirit that was captured in 
a snapshot when our ancestors came 
and lit a menorah.”

As the tradition goes, there was 
very little oil to keep the menorah lit 
for more than a day, but they lit the 
menorah with faith and it burned 
miraculously for eight days.

“It may be an ancient story, but this 
is an extremely relevant and timely 
message for us in our time,” he said. 
“Darkness isn’t chased away with 
sticks or brooms. Darkness dissipates 
and is expelled when we bring light 
into our lives and when we share 
that light with others. The message 
of  Hanukkah is each and every one 
of  us has to be prepared to serve as a 
beacon of  light, serve as a lantern of  
love, and that that lantern of  love and 
beacon of  light doesn’t belong on your 
dining room table. It is not something 
that has to be focused and ruminated 
on in the privacy of  the synagogue, 
but rather it is done at a public place 
at the window of  our homes, in the 
doors, and at York Regional Police 
Headquarters.”

Hundreds filled the atrium at the 
YRP Headquarters to hear Rabbi 
Kaplan’s words, including children 

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

from the Cheder Chabad Choir, led by 
Aurora’s Rabbi Yossi Hecht. Students 
from various nearby religious schools, 
individuals from local synagogues 
and representatives from other faith 
groups listened on. 

It is this inclusivity Chief  Jolliffe 
was keen to stress.

“It is just an honour for us to 
connect with the community as we 
firmly believe as a police service that 
to build trust and confidence in any 
community, you need to be a part of  
the community,” he said. “This is just 
one of  those reasons why we are here 
to celebrate Hanukkah together.”

Rabbi Kaplan also paid tribute 
to this sentiment, noting the 
“leadership” police services are 
providing across the country. He was 
“amazed”, he said, to hear the Chief  
speak about using light to bring peace 
to neighbourhoods rather than force.

“What a Hanukkah idea,” he said. 
“What a menorah you and the deputies 
and the members of  our Regional 
Police Force are.

“Throughout the world there were 
and will continue to be hundreds of  
events each day celebrating Hanukkah 
and internalizing the message that 
if  we share the light we can make a 
difference. If  we are not satisfied with 
our past accomplishments, and if  24 
hours passes and we know we have 
to add another light, we shall prevail 
and light shall overcome. In the end, 
the forces of  tyranny, persecution, of  
racism and wasted and wanton hatred 
shall be vanished and our earth will 
become a safer, more peaceful, and 
godly place in which to live.”

York Regional Police Chief Eric Jolliffe, Thornhill MPP Gila Martow, and Aurora Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
participate in the kindling ceremony at the YRP’s annual Menorah Lighting Ceremony. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

are important for Aurora but we submit 
they have to be compatible. 

In addition, the developer’s proposed 
plan directly contravenes Amendment 
34 to the Town’s Official Plan whereby 
the Yonge Street South lands were 
designated as “low intensity and to 
be in the general range of  2 units per 
acre.”

Sections 3.2.4c and 3.6.2 of  
Amendment 34 also make interesting 
reading for all concerned and we 
hope our decision makers. Study 
them carefully before granting any 
exceptions. 

Paula Fincham
Aurora

lEttER to  thE  EDitoR
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Sales Representative,
Trends Realty Inc.

Maria Ongaro

12967 Keele St., Unit 1, King City
maria@trendsrealtyinc.com

b 905-833-0111
c  289-221-4564

Service You Deserve,
Someone You
Can Trust

ALL SALES FINAL~ NOEXCHANGES~ NOREFUNDS~ ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TOPRIORSALE

•
•
••

ASHLEY!  DECOR-REST!  
BRENTWOOD!   KINGSDOWN!   ASHLEY!

UPTOWN FURNITURE LOCATED AT: 
17255 YONGE ST. NEWMARKET

WWW.UPTOWNFURNITURE.CAWWW.UPTOWNFURNITURE.CA

ALL SALES FINAL~ NOEXCHANGES~ NOREFUNDS~ ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TOPRIORSALE

•
•
••

GOING OUT
OF BUSINESS

FINAL DAYS
FLOOR MODEL PRICING

Friday December 26th OPEN 9am – 6pm

Speed cushions could be coming to a neighbourhood near you
By Brock Weir

Speeding concerns brought forward 
by residents could result in an increase 
of  speed cushions throughout Aurora in 
2015.

Municipal staff  are due to report back 
to Council in the weeks ahead on the 
viability of  installing speed cushions 
in at least five locations around Aurora 
following a motion from Councillor 
John Abel.

In his motion, Councillor Abel 
said York Regional Police do not have 
“adequate resources” to patrol all local 
streets all the time and speed cushions 
are a practical solution. Particular areas 
that could be examined are Laurentide 
Avenue, Conover Avenue, Mavrinac 
Boulevard, and Kennedy Street West.

“I am not saying, ‘Let’s do this with 
the whole town’, but I am just listing the 
areas [I heard while canvassing] that had 
a real problem there,” said Councillor 
Abel. “[These streets] are heavily 
travelled and they present a danger to 

our residents and their children. If  they 
are not paying attention, they could 
become a statistic.”

The motion was largely supported 
by Council, with members suggesting 
further areas where speed cushions 
could be used, including Stone Road 
by Councillor Wendy Gaertner, and 
Cranberry Lane and Timberline Trail 
by Councillor Paul Pirri. 

“I want to make sure we are hitting 
all of  those areas,” said Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, adding she wanted 
to know of  other areas that had specific 
concerns and what traffic management 
methods were already in place. “I want 
to understand how we are gauging the 
overall situation. Are we implementing 
the speed and traffic guidelines and 
doing things proactively, or do we wait 
for residents to complain?”

It is a little bit of  both, according to 
Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director 
of  Infrastructure. Aurora’s recently 
completed Transportation Master Plan 
looked at opportunities for community 

improvement, particularly on Yonge 
Street and other strategic areas. 

“Typically, we also do traffic counts on 
a regular basis in conjunction with the 
Region to monitor key intersections to 
make sure the warrants are being met,” 
said Mr. Simanovskis. “A good example 
there is the installation of  lights 
planned for 2015 at Mary Street and 
Industrial Parkway South. When there 
is a complaint or a concern, we have a 
policy in place that is approved through 
Council, which provides for a process to 
validate any requests based on warrants, 
traffic counts, or whatever the criteria 
are to bring those recommendations 
forward to Council for direction as to 
whether or not they should proceed with 
traffic improvements.”

Some of  the streets proposed by 
Councillors this time around, he added, 
have come up as possible areas of  
concern in the past and, following the 
approval of  the motion, reports will be 
coming forward.

Although Councillor Harold Kim said 

he was “all for the motion”, he wanted to 
ensure that all details would be tackled 
from a safety perspective, including 
talking to stakeholders like emergency 
responders because such traffic control 
measures could have an impact on 
response times.

Mayor Geoff  Dawe noted that 
stakeholders are, of  course, residents as 
well.

“Devins Drive School Council came 
here with concerns of  speeding around 
their school and Councillor Abel and I 
went there [for] a couple of  mornings 
and most of  the stop sign running 
were parents dropping their kids off,” 
said Mayor Dawe. “I think education 
is a component of  what is needed here 
because, quite frankly, most of  the 
speeders are the residents. I think we 
have to keep that in mind as well.”

On behalf  of  our Board of  Directors 
and Committees at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre, we take this opportunity to wish 
all our members and their families a 
very safe, happy, healthy holiday season 
and the very best in the New Year.

Thank you for all your support in our 
activities and events at the Centre. 

We thank all our volunteers for 
their continued hard work, dedication 
and commitment. We also thank our 
Seniors’ Centre staff: Karie, Andrew, 
Bill, John and the part time staff  for 
their cooperation and support to our 
membership.

Friday Night dances
In January, our popular dances will 

be on January 9 and January 23 from 
8 p.m. to 11 p.m. Line dance practice 
is from 7.30 – 8 p.m. Singles and non-
members are always welcome. Cash 
Bar available.

Holiday Hours at our Seniors Centre
December 24: 9 a.m. to 12 noon 
December 25 – 28: Closed
December 29 – 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with 

special activities planned
December 30 – 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
December 31 – 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Normal activities resume January 2. 

The CHATS “Walk for Wellness”
We at the Seniors Centre have been 

invited to participate in this program. 
Registration opens January 1, 2015. 
This year there is a registration fee of  
$25 per participant which will cover the 
cost of  a pedometer and a t-shirt each 
walker will receive. To register and for 
more details please visit their website 
at www.walkforwellness.ca. Who are 
you walking for? This year’s walkers to 
identify a senior in their life who they 
are walking for.

For more information on the Aurora 
eniors’ Centre and all it has to offer, 
drop by 90 John West Way, visit the 
web site www.auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com or call 905-
726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday to Friday. 

Season’s Greetings

SENIOR
SCAPE
Charles Sequeira
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The 2015 Cadillac ATS

Built  to  be the  world's  best

               CHRIS BALLARD M.P.P. 
Serving Newmarket-Aurora

Please join us 
New Year’s Levee

Sunday, January 18th 
between 1:30 and 3:30 p.m.  

Newmarket Community Centre
200 Doug Duncan Drive, 

Newmarket.

 
  

Holiday Season
and a Happy & Prosperous

the best for this

Wishing you 

cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

Community members look to stamp 
out drug problem in York Region

By Jake Courtepatte

The York Region community came 
together under one roof  at the Ray 
Twinney Recreation Complex in 
Newmarket this month, and not to 
discuss matters of  hockey.

About sixty concerned citizens 
showed up to begin the first stages 
of  implementing a municipal drug 
strategy, the first of  its kind in the 
Region.

Tim Greenwood, organizer of  
the movement, who works with the 
JVS Youth Reach program in York 
Region, put matters into perspective, 
comparing the community as a whole 
with an individual facing their own 
demons.

“Part of  solving a problem is 
admitting that you have a problem,” 
said Greenwood. “That’s the point 
that York Region is at.”

With no current Municipal Drug 
Strategy (MDS) in place, the Region 
is looking elsewhere for groundwork 
they can build upon at a local level.

Susan Shepherd, part of  the 
secretariat for the Toronto Drug 
Strategy, was at the Newmarket 
session to outline the basis of  a 
successful campaign against drug 
abuse.

“We’re all members of  the 
community,” she said. “We all have a 
role to play. None of  you are starting 
from scratch on this…everyone has a 
foundation, and you built upon it by 
being here today.”

Four “pillars” constitute Toronto’s 
strategy; prevention, harm reduction, 
treatment, and enforcement.

Although the four pillars form 
the foundation of  the problem-
solving method, Greenwood stressed 
the importance of  community 
involvement in getting the project off  
the ground.

“The four pillars are like a temple. 
But with any good temple, there needs 
to be a spirit, an energy.”

Shepherd echoed Greenwood’s 
thoughts.

“We have school boards, public 

health, police services, etc., all dealing 
with the problem of  drug abuse 
themselves. MDS’s bring together 
these people that would otherwise not 
collaborate together on an issue.”

And collaboration does not 
necessarily mean education. 
According to Shepherd, prevention 
goes well beyond simply the 
knowledge of  the dangers of  drug 
abuse.

Instead, what has been 
effective for the City of  Toronto 
is the implementation of  policies, 
mentoring programs, and harm 
reduction services such as needle 
programs.

In the local community, these 
structural changes must come from 
the top down.

“Political leadership is really 
critical in driving this work,” said 
Shepherd. “Because those are the 
folks that can be those champions. 
People listen to them, they can drive 
change.”

As a full-time employee of  the City 
of  Toronto, Shepherd explained the 
importance of  an internal representative 
tasked solely with the implementation of  
the strategy.

“You really need a dedicated person 
where this is their job. You need someone 
that those in the community know to go 
to.”

While some might point out the 
difference in size and population between 
Toronto and York Region, the area is 
certainly not without its drug issues. 
In 2008, York Regional Police busted 64 
grow-ups while laying 501 charges for 
drug manufacturing and trafficking.

But with a population slightly half  of  
that of  Toronto, the Region will have to 
implement its own methods and coping 
strategies moving forward – or at the 
very least, rework those of  Toronto 
to represent a smaller, more local 
community.

“It must reflect a local context,” said 
Shepherd. “Every community’s different, 
with different dynamics.”

For more information, visit www.
york.ca.

New committee will keep a sharp eye 
on Aurora’s budgeting, finances

By Brock Weir

More eyes could soon be keeping 
track of  Aurora’s financial interests, 
following a decision by Council last 
week.

Councillors voted to restore Aurora’s 
Finance Advisory Committee, which 
is tasked with providing advice to 
Council on capital planning fiscal 
responsibilities, and providing an 
avenue for advance input on the annual 
budget process.

A Finance Advisory Committee is 
not a new idea. Aurora once had one, 
and attempts to revive it in the last term 
of  Council were unsuccessful. Last 
week’s motion from Councillor Michael 
Thompson, however, did the trick. The 
next steps will be the development of  
terms of  reference for the committee 
and recruitment of  possible members.

“Advisory committees are set up 
to support the functions of  the Town 

and Staff, and this is certainly one that 
would provide a lot of  benefit to us on 
Council, as well as to staff  around the 
table,” said Councillor Thompson.

After talks with Town Staff, key 
areas on which Councillor Thompson 
said such a committee would have 
an immediate impact would be in 
continuing reviews of  Aurora’s service 
levels and, if  changes are proposed, 
whether they are on the right track.

“Certainly whenever we entered 
into the budget conversation we always 
[discuss if] we’re doing the right things 
and doing things right, and I think this 
advisory committee can support some 
of  the initiatives we have with regards 
to the service level reviews [and 
other areas] of  our capital budgeting 
forecasts.”

Councillors John Abel and Sandra 
Humfryes also leant their voices in 
support of  the restored committee.
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS
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SPORTS 
ARTS & CULTURE 

CLASSIFIEDS • AT YOUR SERVICE

As we age and our lives 
get taken up with so many 
other things, our bodies of-
ten fall to the bottom of our 
priorities list - and they end 
up getting neglected.   We 
start felling aches and pains 
where we never felt them 
before. Our joints stop do-
ing things they used to do 
easily and we put on extra 
weight. With our bodies not 
functioning they way they 
used to we generally start 
feeling old. 

 A lot of us take bet-
ter care of our cars than 
our bodies. Why not take 
care of yourself like you 
do your car?  Yoga is like a 
regular oil change for the 
joints, ligaments and mus-
cles.  It helps us distance 
our thoughts from self-cen-
tered busy ramblings, while 
gently opening up the heart 

and mind to experience the 
world from a fresh perspec-
tive. 

The body is miraculous 
and with regular yoga, it 
can get back to working 
like it did when you were 
younger.  Andrea Roth has 
been a yoga teacher since 
1979 and has been teaching 
yoga in Aurora for over 20 
years.  The winter session 
for 2015 starts Wednesday 
January 19th. If it’s time to 
put your body back on your 
priority list, the Wednesday 
night classes could be just 
the thing to get you started. 
Experience the joy, relax-
ation and recharging effects 
of yoga.

More info at http://www.
yogaforlife.ca, info@yoga-
forlife.ca or call Andrea  
905-505-1324

Yoga for Over Forty 
in Aurora in 2015!

Yoga helps us distance  
our thoughts from  

self-centered  
busy ramblings, while 

gently opening up  
the heart and mind to 
experience the world 

from a fresh 
perspective. 

Advertorial

Submitted by Chris MacEachern

The Aurora Tigers Atom AE team 
entered the Silver Stick Regional 
Tournament this month with the 
goal of  earning a spot in their fourth 
consecutive tournament championship 
game. 

The team, winners of  the 
Orangeville Early Bird Tournament, 
had also delivered successive second 
place finishes in both the Motown Cup 
and the Bradford Blue & Gold Classic, 
respectively.  

 The Tigers opened the Silver Stick 
Regional Tournament with a close 
win over the Richmond Hill Stars 
followed by hard-fought victories over 

the Innisfil Winterhawks and the 
Georgina Blaze. 

In the semi-final game, the team 
emerged victorious over a skilled 
Markham Waxers squad, setting up a 
championship game between the #1 
seed, Aurora Tigers, and the #2 seed, 
Newmarket Redmen.

In a highly competitive final, the 
Tigers and Redmen battled from 
whistle to whistle, back and forth. 
Spurred on by vocal fans and an 
unwavering focus on teamwork, the 
Tigers won a tight championship 
game, 2-1. With the victory, the team 
was accepted into the International 
Silver Stick Finals in Pelham, 
scheduled for January 8 – 11. 

Aurora Tigers Atom AE team 
wins Silver Stick Regional 
Championship

Daniel Mantenuto celebrates Saturday’s 6 - 1 win 
over the Orangeville Flyers with goaltender Andy 
Munroe.       
              Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Tigers head into Christmas break on a high note
By Jake Courtepatte

Aurora’s Junior A Tigers survived 
the month of  December with a 5-3-1 
record, despite a large gap in the roster.

Four key players in Saskatchewan 
for the Junior A World Challenge meant 
a number of  call-ups on the ice for the 
Tigers all month, resulting in four losses 
through five games heading into last 
week.

With a two-week break looming for 
the holidays, they hit the ice for back-to-
back-to-back games over the weekend.

The Tigers hosted the Toronto Jr. 
Canadiens at the Aurora Community 
Centre Friday night, a team they had 
previously stomped 7 – 1 earlier in the 
season.

However, the Canadiens, winners 
of  their last five, were a much more 
difficult matchup this time around.

Marcus Semiao, getting his tenth start 
in net, was beaten just over a minute in 
which put the home team down early 1 
– 0.

Luckily, he got some help a few 
minutes later from Johnny Curran, who 
potted his team-leading twentieth goal 
of  the year.

With defenceman Sam Quaranta off  
for cross-checking midway through the 
second, the Canadiens restored their 
lead heading into the final frame.

Eric Williams countered with a 
powerplay goal of  his own, making it 
look like the game was heading to an 
overtime period.

But, Nicholas Erb robbed Toronto of  
a point in the standings with just ten 
seconds left in regulation, with a helper 
from Curran for his second point of  the 
game.

They hit the road the next night to 
take on the Orangeville Flyers, a position 
they were comfortable with having only 
lost once in regulation on the road this 
season.

After building a sizable three-goal 
lead in the first period, Williams tallied 
another powerplay marker when he one-
timed a Noah Delmas pass at the point, 
beating the Flyers goaltender blocker-
side for a 4 – 0 lead.

With starting goaltender Andy 
Munroe back between the pipes the 
Tigers were able to shut down the 
Orangeville team offensively, with 
Munroe making a couple of  key point-
blank stops near the end of  the second 
period.

He was finally beaten midway 
through the third, on a nice toe drag that 
went bar-down that he barely even saw.

Erb and Curran each added another, 
giving the Tigers a 6 – 1 victory.

They finished the week with a 
divisional matchup against the 
Pickering Panthers, in what turned out 
to be their toughest outing.

Munroe was given the night off  again, 
as Semiao took to the ice for his second 

start in three nights.
He showed fatigue early, giving up 

two goals in the first period on just eight 
Panther shots.

However he came out for the second 
determined, stopping the next 25 of  26 
shots en route to a 4 – 3 Tigers win.

Goals were scored by Mack Lemmon, 
Keaton Ratcliffe, and two for Williams.

Curran also had two helpers on the 
night.

Semiao remains unbeaten in 
regulation this season, posting a 9-0-
1 record with an incredible 1.89 goals 
against average.

“He’s the future of  our goaltending,” 
said head coach James Richmond. “He’s 
got a bright future.”

The Tigers are not back in action 
until Jan. 3 against the Toronto Patriots, 
and return home on Jan. 9 against the 
Stouffville Spirit at the A.C.C.
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THE PERFECT STOCKING STUFFER 
FOR THE ADULTS IN YOUR LIFE

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

Seasons Greetings from
Proud Sponsor Of The Aurora Tigers “AA” Hockey Team

Hockey fan brings artistic flair to the Tiger’s den
By Jake Courtepatte

If  you have attended a Junior A 
Aurora Tigers home game this season, 
you probably would have noticed a 
bright, intricate quilt hanging from the 
wall of  ACC1.

This was the work of  Joan Levert, 
a Tigers superfan whose hard work 
benefitted the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 
after the quilt was raffled off  this month.

Moving from Toronto to Aurora in 
2003 with her husband, Levert looked 
to get involved within the hockey 
community after having past experience 
coaching girls’ hockey.

In addition, in typical Canadian 
family fashion, all three of  the Levert’s 
children grew up playing hockey.

“The background was there,” said 
Levert.

They immediately became interested 
in the local junior action and, in Levert’s 
own words, have been “hooked ever 
since.”

As an instructor of  the Sewing Club 
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, Levert 
was considered by Tigers’ volunteers 
to be the perfect candidate to create a 
lasting piece of  hockey memorabilia.

To Levert, taking on the challenge 
was not simply one of  needling together 
a quilt, but also designing it to be unique 
to the Aurora Tigers. 

After doing some research, she chose 
different patterns for the “blocks” of  the 
quilt, patterns that reflected the spirit 
of  hockey.

“I thought, okay, how can I design it 
to really have meaning for the junior 
hockey players?”

The eight unique blocks on the quilt 
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For my final 
column of  the year, 
I will touch on two 
pieces of  legislation 
that – if  enacted 
– will have both 
impacts on, and 
significance for, 
Aurorans. 

First, the Regional 
Chair position may 
finally be a one by, of  and for the people 
of  York Region. 

The recycled motion put forward by 
MPP Ballard has already passed second 
reading and it is looking good to be 
enacted at some point in the New Year.  

This motion – to make the Regional 
Chair an elected position – has been 
tried by multiple politicians multiple 
times.  Let’s hope fourth time is a 
charm?

The foes of  the process are 
commenting on the fact that running an 
election Region-wide will be difficult, 
costly and thus limiting.  “Limiting” is 
an interesting choice of  words. Right 
now the “candidates” are limited to 
basically one, or maybe two people 
that a very select group of  people deem 
worthy.

The voting public has no say in who 
can run, who can be nominated or even 
who can be “elected”. 

So, the argument that making the 
position subject to general election 
somehow “limits” who can run is, well, 
specious at best.  

The potential candidate list is 
already extremely limited. How much 
more limited could it get?

It is true though that a Region-wide 
election could result in the reality that 
perhaps only candidates with money – 
and a lot of  it – will be able to run for 
the office. Maybe so, but at least we, 
the voters, will know who they are and 
what they stand for.  

Right now we have no idea who the 
candidates are until the night of  the 
vote! Candidates for Regional Chair in 
2018 will be forced to put out a platform, 
speak at debates, make themselves 
known publicly – in short, provide us 
with at least some knowledge of  why 
they should sit in that chair, and why 
we should let them. 

And that’s a good thing.
The second motion making its 

way through the legislature is the 
SLAPP legislation. SLAPP stands for 

Strategic Lawsuit 
against Public 
Participation. These 
types of  lawsuits 
are launched for no 
other reason than 
to shut people up 
through fear – fear 
of  financial ruin.  

A reality with 
which three Aurora 

families are all too familiar.
This new Act seeks to prevent those 

in power and/or those with money from 
abusing their office or their financial 
status. It will prevent those who hold 
elected or corporate office from waging 
legal war on those who dare to question 
decisions made by speaking their 
charter-guaranteed right to an opinion.   

This legislation has also passed 
second reading.

Once enacted, Aurorans will never 
again be faced with a situation as we 
did in 2010 of  unwillingly funding a 
legal war against private citizens.  Our 
MPP Ballard spoke and voted in favour 
of  this legislation while in the House. 
Odd. He did exactly the opposite while 
at the Council table.  

No matter.
Better late than never to see the truth 

and come to the right decision. 
If  nothing else, with the enactment 

of  the aforementioned legislation, the 
New Year will see the promise realized 
of  greater access to democratic office 
and greater protection for those 
commenting on it. And that’s great for 
all of  us.

And on that note, to all our readers, 
may you have a truly joyous holiday – 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

See you all again in 2015.
Until then, stay informed, stay 

involved because this is - after all - Our 
Town.

represent friendship, speed, opposition, 
passing, back-checking, a ‘T’ for Tigers 
and two blocks representing the stardom 
that players desire.

In the centre lies a Tigers crest to 
bring the elements together.

“I really enjoyed making it, because 
it was the first thing that I had ever 
designed myself,” said Levert. “I had to 
mathematically work it out myself, it 
was quite a process.”

The labour of  love took Levert two 
and a half  months to complete, before 
taking its place on the walls of  the 
Aurora Community Centre at every 
Tigers home game.

It remained there until early 
December, when it was won by Tigers 
fan Brian Walter. Levert was happy to 
see the quilt go to a good home.

“He’s a longtime fan as well,” Levert 
said, “and he has a son who really loved 
the quilt. So I knew it would be greatly 
appreciated.”

All of  the proceeds of  the raffling of  
the quilt went to the maintenance of  the 
Seniors’ Centre building.

“We want that building to stay there 
for a long time, and maybe my children 
will be able to use it one day.”

So if  you find yourself  down at the 
Aurora Community Centre for a home 
game, look out for Joan Evert…Tigers 
superfan.

“Come August, I can’t wait for 
Junior A hockey to start…they are the 
best winter entertainment in Town, as 
during the game, the boys give their all 
and then some!”
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905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!
Courses 
Starting: 

Jan. 17 
2 weekends

Feb. 7 
2 weekends

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Tigers fans Joan Levert poses with the quilt she 
created for the Aurora Tigers, and the winner of 
the raffle, Brian Walter.                   Submitted photo
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BECAUSE 
Eating well. Good food. Chatting with 
friends. Sharp minds. Crazy ideas. 
Agreeing. Disagreeing. Going for a hike. 
Riding a bike. Going for it.  
MATTERS. 

Because it matters. 

If it matters to you, it matters to us. Your future. A path to 
a career you love. Pursuit of your passion. Whatever it is, 
it’s all here. Seneca has the programs, professors and an 
abundance of learning opportunities to help you succeed.  

becauseitmatters.ca 

• Food • Drink • Markets • Events •  

New Years
New Year’s celebrations wouldn’t be the same 
without food and, of course, drinks. But while 
you may already have the champagne on ice for 
when the clock strikes 12, you may not already 
have plans in place with regard to feeding your 
guests as you ring in a new year.

If you really want to send the year out in fl avorful 
style, consider the following recipe for “Cocktail 
Dates” from Bob Blumer’s “Surreal Gourmet 
Bites: Showstoppers and Conversation Starters” 
(Chronicle Books).

Cocktail Dates
Yields 12 bites
12 large dried Medjool dates
1 4-ounce chunk Parmigiano-Reggiano cheese
6 slices bacon, cut in half widthwise
Preheat oven to 350 F.

Insert a bamboo skewer or a similar facsimile in 
the bottom of the date until the pointy tip rests 
on the bottom of the pit. Push the pit out of the 
stem side. Reserve dates.

Using your sharpest knife, cut Parmigiano-Reg-
giano cheese into 1/4-inch slices. Cut those slic-

Feature Recipesponsors

Our Brewmaster had a penchant for English ale, so he 
created something better, combining two styles of ales 
he fancied while studying and brewing his way across the 
UK. It’s an ingenius hybrid of a Northern Brown Ale and 
a Midlands Mild, with a body tweaked to give it a lighter, 
more North American appeal.

RinkD bestChristmas is coming. 
Check our website 
for delicious ideas

Soiree

es into 1/4-x-1-inch pieces (the resulting 1-inch 
pieces should be approximately the same diam-
eter as a pencil). Cut the tip of each piece at a 
45-degree angle.

Leading with the pointy end, stuff a stick of Par-
migiano-Reggiano cheese into the pit hole of 
each date.

Wrap each date with a slice of bacon. Set 
dates on a baking sheet, seam-sides down, 
and skewer each with a toothpick to hold bacon 

in place.

Bake for approximately 20 minutes, or until 
bacon is crispy. Caution: These cocktail dates 
are like molten lava when they come out of the 
oven. Let cool for a few minutes before serving.

Note: Mejdool dates or any other dried date 
can usually be found in Mediterranean stores 
or specialty food stores.
Note: Dates can be stuffed and wrapped up to 
24 hours in advance. 

Hints of roasted nuts, caramel, 
chocolate, and coffee combine 
to make this award winner one of 
Ontario’s best-selling craft beers.
www.hockleybeer.ca

Homemade Souvlaki  
Fresh Salads

Value Combos • Fish & Chips 
Gyros • Wraps

(South of Yonge & Wellington on the west side)

15198 Yonge St., Aurora

WEEKLY 
SPECIALS!

Aurora

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Thurs., Dec. 18 Billik
Fri., Dec. 19 Bad Dog

Sat., Dec. 20 Souled Out
Sat., Dec. 27 Billik

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

BIG

DON’T MISS OUT - RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

CHRISTMAS
HOURS

BIGBIG

LIVE BANDS
IN THE HUNT PUB

Hogan’s Inn
Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

Dec. 24th – Open for Lunch, Closed for Dinner
Closed Dec. 25th & 26th; Dec. 27th – Open for Dinner

featuring Live Music by 6 Foot 5 & fabulous prizes!
Enjoy the delicious set menu in the ambiance of
our beautifully decorated dining room

featuring Live Music by 6 Foot 5 & fabulous prizes!featuring Live Music by 6 Foot 5 & fabulous prizes!

New Year’s BASH

15480 BAYVIEW AVENUE 
AURORA, ON

Santafe-pizza.com

Just north of Wellington
in the Sobeys Plaza near

Good Life Fitness

905-503-3300
15480 Bayview Ave. 

905-503-3300
Santafe-pizza.com

Topping Pizza $16
only

99
3Large

& our signature 
Cheese Bread!

Best Wishes 
for this 

Holiday Season!

Best Wishes 
for this 

Holiday Season!
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

15900 Bayview Avenue 
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7Y3 • 905-726-9532

OPEN
7am-8pm Dec. 31st, 2014 

CLOSED
Jan 1st, 2015
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Arts & Culture

that makes some sort of  political 
statement, but this has already made 
me rethink that a bit,” says Mr. Pelletier. 
“I think that is going to be the case for a 
lot of  people and I think it is the wrong 
way to approach things because, again, 
any sort of  reservation when it comes 
to new work, any reservation stemming 
from this whole event, is just playing 
into their hands and letting them win. 
It has had a huge effect.”

Mr. Pelletier has been following the 
cyber-attack on Sony Pictures Studios 
and has watched in dismay as it grew 
from leaked emails that were little more 
than tittle-tattle amongst executives on 
some of  the film industry’s top stars, 
to the “9-11-style” threats against any 
theatres screening “The Interview”, 
which is a spoof  about two unlikely 
recruits being sent into North Korea to 
assassinate leader Kim Jong Un. 

“I guess you have to take it with 
a grain of  salt,” said Mr. Pelletier, 
questioning the extent of  the threat 
the public may not be aware of. “It feels 
like they are letting them win, which 
they are. Maybe it is for good reason, 
maybe there are threats, but it feels 
like a really strange political moment. 
Everyone I know in the industry who I 
have discussed it with have responded 
in the same way. I don’t think anybody 

expected it to come to this point.”
The decision, he said, can have “huge 

implications” on censorship and could 
result in a “slippery slope” against 
other forms of  satire. 

“I think this is a bigger historical 
moment in cinema than maybe some 
people are realising right now in terms 
of  how it affects what gets made down 
the road and ultimately how studios are 
going to treat this sort of  material.”

More guarded in his assessment is 
filmmaker Alex Broughton, whose films 
often come with a social statement. 
There are things we know and more 
things to learn, he says, but one thing 
is clear – and that is the landscape has 
changed.

“Sony hacking opens our eyes to 
a new digital system that has taken 
priority and those learning to master 
it are subsuming that power,” said Mr. 
Broughton. “I think the real story is 
how shocked we are to know we are 
affected, we don’t live in an innocent 
bubble and situations exist outside 
our Canadian media that we should be 
aware of. 

“We are moving into a new age, we are 
completely connected by the internet 
and  we need to see past the powerful 
veil that limits our horizons. As an 
artist, I have a hard time supporting 
censorship, however there is either a 

serious threat or a great publicity stunt 
going on here. I am a fan of  Seth Rogen 
and his work, and I would rather be 
called a fool than to put people’s lives at 
risk and I feel we shouldn’t be so quick 
to judge, despite the fact it seems Sony 
is giving into demands.”

On the bright side, he says he is 
heartened to see a discussion of  the 
larger issues and what could turn out to 
be a catalyst In moving towards “more 
common viewing hubs” like YouTube 
and Netflix. 

“That said, I am only a starving artist, 
so if  the North Korean government 
reads this, they can hack $100,000 (or 
more) into my bank account for my 
next project, and/or my silence on the 
subject,” he concludes. 

Homes across Aurora have put their best foot 
forward this holiday season, including those 
participating in Pickering College’s Holiday Home 
Tour. (L) This home on Blue Grass was decorated 
from top to bottom with designer duds assisted 
by Sam, Gabe and Nicole. (R) This Kennedy Street 
home was showroom ready with Mandy, Lori, 
Pam, Sandra, Sonny and Simon on hand to guide 
visitors. (Inset) Alex Buykowi and teacher David 
Howard were among the musicians providing 
entertainment at each home. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Hack is “bigger historical moment in cinema than people realise”
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORd PUZZLE

The weather was on everyone’s mind 
this month, as we grappled with the 
first major snowfall of  the young winter 
season. Snow removal crews across 
Greater Toronto struggled to quickly 
clear roads and sidewalks during the 
protracted snowfall, and I wish to thank 
residents for their patience as our 
winter maintenance crews worked to 
keep our roads and sidewalks clear.

Residents can stay apprised of  snow 
removal efforts with the new Where’s 
My Snow Plow? app on the Town website. 
It provides real-time information on 
the location of  our plows and displays 
which roads have been plowed. For 
details, please visit the Town’s Winter 
Maintenance page, which will be on the 
www.aurora.ca homepage until spring.

Residents are reminded that primary 
or high-volume traffic roads are salted 
and sanded first after snow or freezing 
rain, followed by secondary or lower-
volume roads. 

Snow removal takes place after 8 
centimetres of  snow has fallen on 
primary and secondary roads. Road 

crews aim to have all roads cleared 
within 16 to 24 hours after snowfall has 
stopped and sidewalks within 24 hours. 
However, clearing may take longer if  
snowfall persists. Arterial roads, such 
as Yonge Street and Wellington Street 
are maintained by York Region.

I have received many calls and emails 
concerning the closure of  the Highland 
Gate Golf  Club, which occurred 
on November 10. While many have 
speculated on the fate of  the property, 
there has been no change to the 
property’s status since my last column 
on November 20. I remain committed 
to updating residents when any new 
information is available. The Town has 
a Highland Gate information page on 
the www.aurora.ca homepage.

Before signing off, I invite everyone 
to attend our Family First Night on 
December 31. Please note that the 
celebration will take place at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 
as the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
construction wraps-up. This is a great 
family event and a fun way to usher-in 
the New Year.

“I am really excited about moving 
this forward,” said Councillor 
Humfryes. “It is going to provide us 
with the interim reports that we need 
approaching budget [and] we’re going 
to be a lot more informed and aware 
as things change. I think there will be 
less surprises and more familiarity, 
and it also allows us to be much more 
engaged in the process throughout the 
year, rather than at one big time, which 
is coming up for all of  us.”

The idea to re-establish the 
committee was carried over from the 
previous week’s General Committee 
meeting, where Councillor Thompson 
told Council he was considering 
bringing this forward via a notice of  

motion. There, it had the support of  
Councillor Paul Pirri as well, although 
he had some concerns.

“If  memory serves, the first terms 
of  reference that was brought forward 
made sense to a great deal of  people 
around the table,” said Councillor Pirri. 
“Where the conversation broke down 
was around membership. Some people 
believed we [Councillors] need to all 
be around the table, but a committee 
works best and most efficiently when 
there are only a few members.

“I personally would feel very 
comfortable just having those [original] 
terms of  reference come back to us so 
as to set up one as a Council and we 
look at it as a Council. Personally, that 
makes sense to me.”

Committee would lead to more 
engagement: Councillor

Members of the York Regional Police, and members of the public, joined Dr. Dave Williams, President and 
CEO of Southlake Regional Health Centre, fifth left, to help pack up and distribute toys collected for this 
year’s Holiday Heroes campaign.                Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Holiday Heroes continue putting smiles on the 
faces of York Region kids

By Brock Weir

This week, kids around the world 
will be jumping out of  their beds 
after a sleepless night, to tear open 
the tempting packages that have been 
tantalizing them in the days leading up 
for Christmas.

While the presents Santa Claus 
brought overnight have their own 
magic, the presents left under the tree 
earlier by parents, grandparents, and 
siblings can be equally tantalizing – 
and equally satisfying to open.

As broad as the smiles will be on the 
kids’ faces as they open up these early 
arrivals, it will be a toss-up to see if  
they will be broader than the ones of  
the Holiday Heroes in our community 
who helped make some of  these early 
bird gifts a reality.

Once again, York Regional Police 
have teamed up with the Children’s 
Aid Society of  York Region and the 
Salvation Army, to host the Holiday 
Heroes Campaign, which collects toys, 
clothing and other gifts for families 
in need during the holiday season. In 
an initiative which is fast becoming a 
holiday tradition, York Regional Police 
were on hand last week to pick up a 
bumper crop of  donations courtesy of  
the staff  at Southlake Regional Health 
Centre.

“This campaign gets bigger and 
bigger every year and it is a great 
opportunity to bring people together 
from everywhere in our community to 
showcase the hard work that they put 
forth for the sake of  our children,” said 
Superintendent Carolyn Bishop. “As 
our population grows, so do the needs 
of  our community and we are pleased 
to support such a great cause and we 
are honoured to do it along with such 
great partners.”

Year over year, the York Regional 
Police are impressed with the new and 
innovative ideas people come up with 
to raise more money and collect more 
gifts for the kids, she said. While the 
money and gifts continue to roll in this 
year, last year’s campaign collected 
more than $175,000 in donations for 
children across the region – and Bishop 
says she is confident 2014’s numbers 
will be topped once all the numbers are 
crunched.

“With that being said, it is not about 

the amount we can donate,” she said. 
“This is about making sure we can 
focus on every child getting a gift and 
enjoying the holiday season. I am 
proud to say that the donations raised 
in York Region stay in York Region.”

For Dr. Dave Williams, President 
and CEO of  Southlake Regional Health 
Centre, the Holiday Heroes campaign 
is all about community. While the 
holiday season can mean different 
things to different people, it is 
fundamentally about celebrating with 
friends and loved ones, and celebrating 
the importance of  the community. 

“There is no better way to celebrate 
the importance of  our community 
than to be able to reach out and be 
able to help those in need, particularly 
during the holiday season,” said Dr. 
Williams. “We recognize there is a wide 
variation of  resources we all have and 
the ability to provide for those we care 
for the most is what is so unique about 
this event.

“We are very fortunate to have a 
really remarkable community. In the 
hospital, we benefit from the support 
of  the community as a hospital. This 
is our chance to give back to the 
community. You think about the smiles 
that are going to be on the faces of  kids 
when they get these presents and that’s 
what makes it really worthwhile. It 
is truly about family and community, 
and sharing with each other during 
this time.”

While the partners have been 
impressed with the money and 
donations received thus far, they are 
finding once again there is a trend that 
is creating a bit of  a gap. As colourful 
toys were loaded into the truck outside 
of  Southlake, Superintendent Bishop 
noted that one particular area that 
is often forgotten are kids who are a 
little bit older, between the ages of  12 
and 14, who might be more difficult to 
buy for, but are no less needy. Clothing 
is always welcome, as are electronics, 
gift cards, and movie passes.

“[The most rewarding aspect of  this] 
is seeing the boundless depths that 
our folks can really dig down and find 
charity in their heart,” said Bishop. 
“It really is there, don’t give up hope. I 
know people read bad news stories all 
the time, but there is a lot of  good out 
there and a lot of  good in people.”

In Good Company
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From page 5

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but, if you want to be there when they do... 
ADVERTISE in THE AURORAN AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 

905-727-3300  Ext.102

AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

dENTAL

dEMOLITION/EXCAvATION

LANdSCAPING

PIANO LESSONSPAINTER

CREMATION

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE ANd APPLIANCES

WATERMOvING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

• FREE WATER TEST
        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today0% 

CLEANERS

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

PIANO LESSONS 
IN YOUR HOME

Raymond Lorenz 
905.727.9659

All levels, 
for study 

or pleasure 

Need a hole dug?
Water Proofing?
Trenches?
If the job’s too big for a 
shovel & wheelbarrow CALL ME...

1-877-250-2993
D E M O L I T I O N  •  E X C A V A T I O N  2179959 Ontario Inc.

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

GARAGE dOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

RENOvATIONS

E X P E R I E N C E D 
MEAT CUTTERS 
and LABOURERS 
wanted. Cutting and 
deboning poultry 
products an asset. 
Labourers, $11-$14/
hr. Butchers with 
minimum two years 
experience - $16/hr. 
Apply to Abate Pack-
ers Ltd by email at: 
jobs@abatepackers.
com or by fax: 519-
848-2793.       

JAN WOOD-
LANDS (2001) INC. 
lebelcambium.com 
located in Bolton, is 
now hiring: Forklift 
Operators. Perma-
nent/Full Time/
Days. Benefits in  
3 months. Experi-
ence & License re-
quired. Fax resume: 
905-951-8257, Attn: 
Stuart Robinson or 
email: srobinson@
lebelcambium.com

NEED 
EXTRA 

MONEY?
Give us a call.

Potential employment 
after the holiday

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 

• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

647-333-7397

CLASSIFIEDS

 

deadline: Friday, 4 pm, week prior to publication.        
905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

HELP WANTEd

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL/PART TIME POSITIONS
Production Supervisors - 
Metal Forming
Shipping Supervisor - 
strong Computer skills
Millwright - Bolton - $29.00 / hr.
Maintenance Mechanic - 
Afternoon Shift
MIG Welders - $15.35/h
Metal Fabricators
Junior Plumber
Forklift Operators
Mechanical Assemblers - 
$13.25/hr.
General Labour - Outside - $15/hr.
General Labour - Odd Days

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

HELP WANTED 
fOR ALL DE-
PARTMENTS. Call 
Centra: 905-713-6666. 
24 Orchard Hts. 
Blvd. 

Advertise in 
THE 

AURORAN
CLASSIFIEDS 

905-727-3300

COMING EvENTS
WEdNESdAY, dECEMBER 24

Aurora United Church will host two 
Christmas Eve services for their parishioners 
today at Aurora High School. The first service, 
the Family Service, will get underway at 5 p.m. 
in the school’s auditorium followed at 8 p.m. by 
the traditional Candlelight Communion Service.

SATURdAY, dECEMBER 27
The Aurora branch of  the Royal Canadian 

Legion will host a Progressive Euchre 
tournament today beginning at 1 p.m. $5 entry 
per person, includes cash prizes and fun games. 
Come on out for a great day of  cards! The Royal 
Canadian Legion is located at 105 Industrial 
Parkway North.

THURSdAY, JANUARY 1, 2015
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

* * * *
The Aurora Legion hosts the 2015 President’s 

Levee today at 11 a.m. Meet, greet and enjoy 
the great comradeship! Lunch is served at 1 
p.m. Tickets are $7 per person and everyone is 
welcome. The Royal Canadian Legion is located 
at 105 Industrial Parkway North.

SUNdAY, JANUARY 4
Newmarket’s Christ the King Graceland 

Independent Anglican Church of  Canada will 
mark Elvis Presley’s 80th birthday in a special 
service today beginning at 10.30 a.m. at the 
Newmarket Branch of  the Royal Canadian 
Legion (707 Srigley Street). The service will also 
mark the 12th anniversary of  the Elvis-oriented 
church.

WEdNESdAY, JANUARY 7
The Aurora Public Library presents Money 

Talk$: Your Personal Investment Plan – The 
Status of  our Investment Plan at 7 p.m. in the 
Magna Room. Money Talk$ is a free monthly 
discussion and education group to share unbiased 
experience and knowledge in economics and 
financial planning. The presentation will be 
followed by a group discussion. Money Talk$ 
takes a macroeconomic view of  market risks 
and market opportunities, oriented towards 

those interested in learning about self-directed 
investing. Meetings take place the first Wednesday 
of  each month at 7 p.m. To pre-register, contact 
the Library’s Adult Information Desk at 905-727-
9494 x275.

WEdNESdAY, JANUARY 14
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora will host its 

monthly meeting today at the Royal Canadian 
Legion (105 Industrial Parkway North) from 10 
a.m. to 12 noon. The guest speaker this month 
is a travel agent from Marlin Travel. For more 
information, call program chair Cliff  White at 
905-841-2421. New members are welcome. For 
more about membership, contact Gary Gilbert 
at 905-895-2849 or join at the meeting.

* * * * 
A new support group for moms in York Region 

launches today at 9.15 a.m. at 6 Hawking Court, 
Newmarket. Offered by Michaela McDonnell, 
Transformational Success Coach and mother of  
three, she is well aware of  the pressures faced by 
new mothers. Having suffered emotionally with 
depression and physically with illness when 
her children were small, she feels excited at the 
prospect of  opening this service to other moms 
looking for friendship, support and reliable 
techniques to enhance their experience of  
motherhood. The group will learn how to release 
stress and anxiety using state-of-the-art coaching 
techniques while learning how to use quick and 
easy visualizations, breathing techniques and 
meditations to create a better environment for 
mom and baby. For more information, call 289-
231-4353.

SATURdAY, JANUARY 24
The White Heather Pipes and Drums presents 

their annual Robbie Burns Dinner tonight with 
cocktails beginning at 5 p.m. and dinner served 
at 6 p.m. Enjoy an evening of  bagpipes, Scottish 
music and dancing. Enjoy haggis, roast beef, 
tatties and neeps, and Yorkshire pudding. Silent 
auction. Performance by the White Heather 
Pipes and Drums. Live music by Aurora’s own 
classic rock band Dalayne Drive. Tickets are 

$40 per person and on sale now from the Royal 
Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway 
North) or from any band members. For more 
information, email tomkatbrowne@yahoo.ca.

THURSdAY, JANUARY 27
The Canadian Federation of  University 

Women Aurora/Newmarket meets at the Royal 
Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway North) 
at 7.15 p.m. Senior team member Gary Ryan 
will speak about innovation and expansion and 
other highlights at Southlake Regional Health 
Centre. All are welcome. For more information, 
call Judy Craig at 905-895-8713 or visit www.
cfuwauroranewmarket.com. 

SATURdAY, JANUARY 31
The Toronto Welsh Male Voice Choir will play 

Trinity Anglican Church tonight in a concert 

benefiting Welcome Table. The concert gets 
underway at 7.30 p.m. For more information, 
visit www.welshchoir.ca. 

THURSdAY, FEBRUARY 24
The Canadian Federation of  University 

Women Aurora/Newmarket meets at the Royal 
Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway 
North) at 7.15 p.m. Dr. Hans Martin, atmospheric 
physicist and local beekeeper will speak 
about bees, climate and the environment. 
Honey for sale! All are welcome. For more 
information, call Judy Craig at 905-895-8713 or 
visitwwwcfuwauroranewmarket.com. 

To submit your event send details in 100 words 
or less to letters@auroran.com with the subject 
line “Coming Events”.

significant portion of  today’s workers 
are not able to save enough to live 
comfortably in retirement. We listened, 
and we acted. 

Before rising, our government put 
forward the first piece of  legislation 
required to make the Ontario Retirement 
Pension Plan (ORPP) a reality, beginning 
in 2017. The reward for a lifetime of  hard 
work should not be a retirement defined 
by financial insecurity.

There is no question that 2014 was 
a building year: building on your 

strengths, building opportunity and 
security, building roads and transit, and 
retirement security. Six months into 
Premier Wynne’s majority mandate, 
the work we are doing together to build 
Ontario up is just getting started. I look 
forward to continuing to serve this 
riding.

Our community office is located in Suite 
203, 238 Wellington Street East, Aurora. 
We can be reached by calling 905-750-0019 
or via email at cballard.mpp.co@liberal.
ola.org. Web: chrisballard.onmpp.ca.

View From Queen’s Park
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669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

SPECIAL IN-STORE PRICING ON ALL 

NEW & USED VEHICLES

LEASE AND FINANCE PROGRAMS OFFERED THROUGH TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES OAC.
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ROUND 1
SATURDAY DEC 27

NO CHARGE 
ECP OR RUST PROTECTION

(EXTENDED CARE PROGRAM)

WITH PURCHASE OR 
LEASE OF YOUR NEW TOYOTA

ROUND 2
MONDAY DEC 29

NO CHARGE 
SNOW TIRES

ROUND 4
WEDNESDAY DEC 31

NO CHARGE 
$750 GAS CARD

ROUND 3
TUESDAY DEC 30

NO CHARGE 
APPLE IPAD

32 GB AIR

BIGGEST 
SALE 
OF THE YEAR

FACTORY REBATES 
UP TO $4000
0% FINANCE 

ON SELECT MODELS

0% LEASE 
ON SELECT MODELS

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT 
ON ALL LEASES
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RATE REDUCTION 
ON 2015 CAMRY
FOR CURRENT TFS CUSTOMERS1%


