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Open House every Tuesday, 6pm - 8pm, 
and Saturday, 10am - 12 noon, (Sat. by appointment )

YOU WATCH SPORTS 
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New Joint Operations Centre gets Council green light
By Brock Weir

After countless hours of  debate, Aurora Council formally 
gave the green light for the Town’s new Joint Operations 
Centre last week. 

The project, which will combine the Department of  Public 
Works, currently on Scanlon Court, with the operations 
of  Aurora’s Parks Department on a new site at the top of  
Industrial Parkway North, was approved 5 – 3 with Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe, along with Councillors John Abel, Don 
Constable, Paul Pirri and Michael Thompson giving the 
thumbs up. 

Voting against the project were Councillors Evelyn Buck, 
John Gallo, and Wendy Gaertner. 

Although members of  Council seemed to unanimously 
agree it was time for a new building, particularly to replace 
the increasingly dilapidated Scanlon Court yard, those 
ultimately voting against the project objected to what they 
saw as “ballooning costs”, now standing at approximately 
$26 million from the previously forecast $14 million.

For Council members voting in favour of  it, it was time to 
move forward, provide adequate work facilities for municipal 
employees, with a project funded from the sales of  land and 
Development Charges slated to roll in from the development 
of  2C. 

When complete, the Joint Operations Centre will be a 
three-storey complex, with the third floor reserved for future 
office use, that will also include a salt storage building, 
greenhouses, all meeting LEED Gold Certification, which 
hits targets for energy efficiency and sustainability. 

“The Town of  Aurora’s Public Works and Operation 
Services have been operating out of  9 Scanlon Court 
and several scattered satellite properties,” said Ilmar 
Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure, in his 
report to Council outlining the project’s benefits to the 
community. “The Scanlon Court facility was constructed 
more than 40 years ago, servicing a community of  15,000 
residents. It was designed to accommodate an increase in 
population to 30,000 residents.

“With an aging facility, growing population and even 
greater service requirements, the need for a modern, 
centralized facility has never been greater. Merging multiple 
locations will create a number of  efficiencies, including 
eliminating duplication, improving emergency readiness 
[and adding] additional capacities. The new Joint Operations 
Centre will serve the needs of  our community to estimated 
build-out in 2031.”

For more, please see Page 6.

Timberlane set to close 
next August as tennis hits 
“all-time high”

Aurora student lands 
$60,000 scholarship for 
young leaders

By Brock Weir

As Timberlane Athletic Club gets set to make way for 
housing next year, it will be like losing a home away from home 
for members who have been there since day one, according to 
Timberlane’s John Ramsbottom. 

Although the exact timing of  when the popular athletic club 
will be closed for good has yet to be confirmed, members have 
at least one more year before they have to start worrying. 

Brookfield Homes, the new owners of  the site, are currently 
leasing the Vandorf  Road facilities back to current operators 
of  the club, but this lease lasts through to the end of  August 
2015, says Mr. Ramsbottom. 

“What they have agreed to is give us six months’ notice as 
to whether we will be continuing on the lease after that,” Mr. 
Ramsbottom explains. “For us, as a business, the best times for 
us to finish off  something will be at the end of  April because 
we get in a full indoor tennis season, or at the end of  August 

By Brock Weir

Lukas Weese is a realist at heart.
As he prepared to take his final exams this spring at 

Country Day School, the Aurora student knew his name 
had been put forward by the school for a pretty significant 
scholarship for when he heads to the University of  Toronto 
this fall to study math and science. But, if  you think the 
question of  “What if ?” might have nagged at the back of  Mr. 
Weese’s mind as he studied, you don’t know Lukas Weese. 

“I knew going in I was just one student out of  many 
applicants for the University of  Toronto, so to get it was just 
so surprising,” he says. “The chances of  getting this were 
very low, it doesn’t come to people every day, so it was truly 
remarkable to say the least.”

Weese and his family found the fateful letter in the mail 
just before he began sitting the first of  his final exams. He 
had talked to his parents about the potential scholarship 

PROOF 
APRIL 3, 2014 issue of The Auroran Community Newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Thursday.
The deadline for any and all ad materials is 10 days prior to publication date 

Classified deadline is Monday at 11 a.m. 
Any alterations to display ads to be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 

The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 4 p.m.
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300, Fax: 9045-727-2620 or email correspondence.

AURORAN REFERENCE
WEEK OF APRIL 3, 2014

1818

18

Home Owners helping Homeowners

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre • 289 Wellington Street East 

with expert advice!

Toilets in a box

Elongated 
99119 #LS200002 

$

Round
$ 99109 #LS20001

905-727-4751

at Aurora Home Hardware

Roxana Farrell welcomes 
guests to her home, the 
Blueprint House on Larmont 
Street, on Saturday morn-
ing as part of Doors Open  
Aurora. Also opening up 
their home were Alex and 
Christian, owners of the 
Brome House on Centre 
Street. For more on Doors 
Open Aurora 2014, please 
see Page 12. 

Auroran photos by Brock 
Weir and David Falconer
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Aurora Public Library

Drop-in LEGO Day

Children ages five years and older are invited to drop-in 
and enjoy free creative building fun at the APL on Monday, 
August 25 from 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. Meet new friends and 
work together to make amazing LEGO creations.

Portraits of Giving Exhibit

Visit the Colleen Abbott Gallery at the APL until Friday, 
September 19 to view the Portraits of Giving Exhibit. 
This photographic presentation celebrates people in our 
community who reach beyond their busy lives and give to 
others.

Fall Program Registration

Registration for fall programs will start on Saturday, 
September 6. Please visit www.library.aurora.on.ca for 
more information.

2014 Skylight Gallery Draw

Located on the third floor 
of Aurora’s Town Hall, 
the Skylight Gallery is an 
open space dedicated to 
featuring exhibitions by 
local artists. The gallery 
features a dramatic 
skylight, backboards and 
track lighting to display 
artwork in a striking setting.  Access to this ever-changing art 
gallery is free to the public. 

Each month, the work of a different artist is featured. The draw 
to determine who will exhibit in 2015 will be held this year on 
Wednesday, September 3.  Application forms are available at 
www.aurora.ca 

The 12 artists chosen will represent one month during the year. 
Artists within York Region and beyond are invited to enter the 
draw. The featured artist also has the opportunity to host a 
reception in the Skylight Gallery during his/her chosen month. 

For more information, please contact Laura Malone, Special 
Events Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora, at 905-727-3123 
ext. 3132 or lmalone@aurora.ca

Evening Hours by Appointment Program

Are you a homeowner or contractor in need of a permit for 
a home renovation project? Can’t make it during regular 
business hours? The Town of Aurora is offering extended 
hours by appointment on Thursday, September 18 and 
Thursday, October 16.

Book your appointment today for a quick, “one-stop-shop” 
permit process. Call 905-727-3123 ext. 4390, 4394 or 4388 
or email building@aurora.ca

The Evening Hours by Appointment Program allows for review 
of projects that qualify under the Town’s Residential Express 
Permit Program. For information on projects that qualify, 
please visit www.aurora.ca/REPP

Join us on Wednesday, August 27 for a tribute performance to 
Creedence Clearwater Revival at the final 2014 Concerts in the 
Park event. Don’t miss this fun night of country rock at Aurora 
Town Park, beginning at 7 p.m. Please bring your own lawn 
chairs and blankets. All concerts are free but food donations 
for the local food pantry are greatly appreciated. For more 
information, please visit www.aurora.ca/summerconcerts or 
call 905-726-4762.

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tuesday, September 2 9:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee (Newmarket)
Tuesday, September 2 7 p.m. General Committee*
Monday, September 8 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, September 9 7 p.m. Council
Thursday, September 11 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment   

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be 
held on Monday, October 27. Nominations are open until 
Friday, September 12 at 2 p.m. Forms can be viewed and 
downloaded online at www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. 
Have your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

PUBLIC NOTICES 

Election Day Employment

The Town of Aurora is 
recruiting for a variety of 
customer service-focused, 
temporary election workers 
to assist with the October 27 
municipal election. 

Applicant requirements 
include:

•	 18 years of age or older; 
•	 Legally	entitled	to	work	in	Canada;
•	 Applicants	cannot	be	a	candidate	or	the	spouse, 
 sibling, parent or child, or grandparent or grandchild of 
 a candidate running in the October 27 election; 
•	 Customer	service	and/or	election	official	experience 
 preferred;
•	 Fluent	in	English	(knowledge	of	other	languages	an	asset);
•	 Access	to	reliable	transportation;
•	 Ability	to	work	well	both	independently	and	as	a	team; 
 and
•	 Available	to	attend	a	two-hour	mandatory	training 
 session, up to two weeks prior to the election.

To apply, please complete the online application form available 
at www.aurora.ca/electionsemployment or at Aurora Town 
Hall, 100 John West Way. The application deadline is Monday, 
September 15 at 9 a.m.

Notice of Subdivision Assumption

On July 29, The Town of Aurora assumed the Preserve Subdivision, 
Phases 1 and 2, from Preserve Homes Corporation as per 
registration plans 65M-3852, 65M-3945 and 65M-3946.

The following streets have been accepted by Public Works: Ames 
Crescent, Nicklaus Drive, Kane Crescent, Steel Drive, Pattemore 
Gate, Halldorson Avenue and Mavrinac Boulevard. Please refer to 
the map below. 

 

For more information, please contact Erwin Molnar, Administrator 
of Construction Projects, Town of Aurora, at 905-727-3123 ext. 
3441.

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Street Trees Block Pruning

Please be advised that municipal street tree block pruning will 
occur on the following streets starting in early September. The 
program will run until early November 2014. 

 Kirkvalley Crescent Chippingwood Manor
Valemount Way Pederson Drive
Limeridge Street Blaydon Lane
Calmar Crescent Skipton Trail
Billingham Heights Perivale Gardens
Birkshire Drive Earl Stewart Drive
Turnbridge Road Sommerton Court

If you have any questions, please contact the Parks & Recreation 
services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 3233.

EMPLOyMENT OPPOrTUNITIES
The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications for the following positions:

Part-Time Group Fitness and Aqua Fitness Instructors
Part-Time Fitness Centre Attendant and Assistant
Part-Time Lifeguard and Aquatics Instructors

Application deadline for all above-listed positions is Tuesday, September 2. For more 
information, please visit www.aurora.ca/employment

rEMINDErS
Debris on Roads 

Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other building projects are reminded 
to keep roads, sidewalks and rights-of-way (the Town-owned section of property 
bordering the road) free of construction debris. Keeping these areas free from bricks, 
timber, soil and other materials is essential to pedestrian and traffic safety. Construction 
permits do not allow storage of these materials anywhere except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw 

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is 
important that all residents and businesses observe the regulations, as they have 
been put into place to ensure a continued abundant water supply. Even/odd watering 
restrictions are in effect.

Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw 

The Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw is in effect.  All residents should be cleaning 
up debris on their property and keeping grass no longer than eight inches. Let’s keep 
Aurora looking beautiful!

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, please call 905-727-3123 
ext. 4240 or visit www.aurora.ca/bylaws

ALL MOVIES BEGIN AT DUSK
MOVIESin the park

PLEASE BRING 
YOUR OWN LAWN 

CHAIRS AND 
BLANKETS!

CHARITABLE BBQ*
BY M&M MEAT SHOPS

& MORE!

FOOD DONATIONS
FOR THE LOCAL FOOD 
PANTRY ARE GREATLY 

APPRECIATED

FOUR GREAT 
NIGHTS!

THIS WEEKEND IS SPONSORED BY

Sunday, August 3
FOOTLOOSE (PG 13)
Aurora Town Park 
(Wells Street and Mosley Street)

Saturday, August 2
RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK (PG 13)
Aurora Town Park 
(Wells Street and Mosley Street)

RETRO REPLAY WEEKEND

THIS MOVIE IS 
SPONSORED BY

THIS MOVIE IS 
SPONSORED BY

Thursday, August 28
SPIDER-MAN (PG 13)
Norm Weller Park 
(McClellan Way)

Tuesday, August 26
MAN OF STEEL (PG 13)
Hickson Park
(Borealis Avenue and Conover Avenue)

END OF SUMMER SUPERHERO PARTY

Enjoy activities including 
a bouncy castle, craft 

making and a few 
surprises! Come dressed 
as your favourite super 
hero for the chance to 

win a prize!
6 P.M. TO 8 P.M.

*A nominal fee applies. Movies are weather-permitting. 
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 
WWW.AURORA.CA/MOVIESINTHEPARK OR CALL 905-726-4762

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY ZONE
Friday from 4 P.M. TO 7 P.M.

Saturday from 2 P.M. TO 6 P.M.

HOEDOWN SHOWDOWN 
Saturday from 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M.

PROFESSIONAL RIB JUDGING
Sunday at 1:30 P.M.

GLENN MARAIS BAND
Sunday at 3 P.M. 

FOOD FOR ALL APPETITES
Ribs, roasted corn, Bloomin’ Onions,

Beavertails® & more!
BEER GARDEN

Proceeds bene� t the  Aurora Rotary Club

For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/ribfest or call 905-726-4762

PRESENTED BY

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities

FANTASTIC ENTERTAINMENT ALL WEEKEND
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 & SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 11 A.M. TO 11 P.M.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M.
MACHELL PARK (AURORA HEIGHTS DRIVE AND YONGE STREET)

AGE OF MAJORITY 
IS REQUIRED
AFTER 8 P.M.

PLATINUM BLONDE
SATURDAY AT 9 P.M.

GLASS TIGER
FRIDAY AT 9 P.M.

featuring friday and saturday night

SPONSORED BY

AURORACHRYSLER
motion is life

chiropractic
NORTHERN
KARATE
SCHOOLS

AURORA’S RIBFESTthe tastiest event of the year

FUN FOR ALL AGES
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Briefly

SAVE UP 
TO 

GRAND OPENING 
SPECIAL

1259

P500RS1BPSS
PROPANE

ADD $40 FOR 
NATURAL GAS

PREMIER DEALER

on a Fireplace            

$
FREE Assembly, 

Local Delivery 
& Cover 

...a $179 value!

15483 Yonge Street, Aurora 
905.503.2503  |  www.topfi re.ca

 Limited Time Offer*

800$ *

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

300+
 Reasons to drive a certified pre-owned Audi

H.J. Pfaff Audi Select Inventory Sale

Getting into an Audi has never been easier, thanks to our Certified Pre-Owned Program. Every vehicle has to pass our rigorous 
300+ point inspection – the industry’s most comprehensive evaluation process. Only then do we give it our limited warranty 
providing up to 6 year/160,000km of coverage. Visit hjpfaffaudi.com to view more inventory.

Stock # Year Model Transmission Colour KM Price*

16509 2012 A7 Tiptronic Ice Silver 63,242 $58,999

51383 2011 A4 Tiptronic Deep Sea Blue 74,590 $26,995

A6398 2014 [EX-RENTAL] A4 Tiptronic Brilliant Black 25,537 $37,999

51446 2012 A6 Tiptronic Brilliant Black 64,092 $50,995

51436 2011 Q7 Tiptronic Lava Grey 52,535 $46,999

51455 2014 RS5 S-Tronic Panther Black 7,402 $85,957

H.J. Pfaff Audi
16775 Leslie Street | Newmarket, ON | L3Y 9A1
905.836.2834 | hjpfaffaudi.com

*All prices are subject to HST and Licensing.

Sale ends August 31st, 2014

Broken plates and a few tears signals 
end of an era at Jonathan’s Restaurant

By Brock Weir

Shards of  broken ceramics, moistened by a 
few tears, were the order of  the day at Jonathan’s 
Restaurant last week as friends and loyal patrons 
filled the Yonge Street eatery to bid adieu to long-
time owner Mary Georgopoulos0 and her family. 

The co-founder and long-time owner of  
Jonathan’s called it a day last week after selling 
the business to new owners after 25 years in 
business. The restaurant was almost overflowing 
with long-time customers, dignitaries, as well 
as artists, business owners and community 
groups that have benefited from the restaurant’s 
generosity over the past quarter century. 

For those in attendance, Jonathan’s – and 
Mary – provided not just a good meal, but a vital 
hub where the community was able to come 
together to support one another.

This was a message brought to the fore at 
Wednesday’s gathering by former Newmarket-
Aurora MPP Frank Klees.

“I am honoured to extend our gratitude and 
appreciation for your exemplary leadership as 
a business owner in the Town of  Aurora, York 
Region and the Province of  Ontario,” said Mr. 
Klees. “In the tradition of  your parents, who I 
had the pleasure of  knowing, dear people, salt 
of  the earth, our Province is better because of  
the immigration of  people from across the globe 
to this great province of  ours. None were better 
than Mary’s parents.

“In the tradition of  your parents, you not 
only personified ‘warm, Greek hospitality’ but 
in your footsteps you demonstrated generosity 
of  spirit that has enriched many lives that you 
have touched. I am personally indebted to you 
and your family for your steadfast support and, 
above all, your friendship through my years of  
public service.”

Additional tributes rolled in from Councillor 
John Abel who, on behalf  of  Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe and the rest of  Council, spoke of  the many 
people in the community who had been “touched” 
by the restaurant and the family, particularly 
efforts around the Christmas and Holiday season 
to help families in need. A special tribute was 
also given to Mary by musician Patty McLauglin 
who has been a lynchpin of  the Jonathan’s Song 
Circle, which has provided music to patrons 
most Tuesday nights for nine years running. 

Following these remarks, however, it was time 
for the woman of  the hour to have her say, and 
she underscored the flipside to most of  these 

tributes, beginning with that given by Mr. Klees.
“On behalf  of  myself  and my children, at a 

time when it was probably one of  the darkest 
moments in our lives when my dad was very ill 
and he was stuck in a facility he didn’t belong 
in, we tried every avenue, we pursued every 
government agency, and we were at our wit’s 
end. We called Frank…and within 30 minutes 
we got a call back and Frank brought a light to 
the end of  the tunnel. You made something very 
wrong right and we will always be grateful for 
that.”

To long-time staff, many of  whom have been at 
Jonathan’s for well over a decade, she spoke of  
their own loyalty when things got rough.

“The first time we had a death in the family, we 
were broken up and didn’t know left from right,” 
Mary explained. “We decided to have a wake here 
in the restaurant and the staff  came together, 
prepared the food, the Greek traditions, decorate 
the rom, make sure the 
brandy was at the front, and 
they made sure every detail 
was taken care of. They held 
us with kid gloves when we 
really needed it and that is 
just one of  the many, many 
times.

“At the end of  the day, 
after so many hours that 
they toiled over, they 
refused to put in their 
hours and they worked 
that day for free. When 
we first came to Aurora, 
we didn’t want to be a 
restaurant that was just 
about having a meal. 
We wanted to create 
memories, we wanted 
people to drive by and say, 
‘we had some great laughs 
here, we smashed a few 
plates there,’ and maybe 
danced on a few tables 
and chairs. It happened 
because of  the people in 
this room. We hope we 
have made a difference. 
We know we have enjoyed 
our time here and you 
have left us with so many 
memories we will always 
cherish.”

R e s t a u r a t e u r 
Mary Georgopou-
los, second right, 
was joined by her 
children George 
Jonathan, Sophia, 
and James, at Jon-
athan’s Restau-
rant as they bade 
farewell to the 
family-founded 
dining establish-
ment Mary and 
her father George 
opened 25 years 
ago this year. As 
of last week, the 
restaurant is now 
under new owner-
ship.

Auroran photos  
by David Falconer

PORTRAITS OF GIVING  
ARRIVE IN AURORA

Portraits of  Giving, the annual photographic 
celebration by Merk Photography of  those who have 
given back to their communities across York Region, 
arrives in Aurora this week. Centred on the theme 
of  “A Lifestyle of  Giving Back”, the portraits are 
now on display at the Aurora Public Library through 
September 19. Among those honoured this year 
are former Aurora mayor Tim Jones, and Magna’s 
Marc Neeb. “My reward is seeing the benefits of  
what you do when you volunteer,” said Mr. Jones in 
a statement. Added Mr. Neeb: “My goal at the end 
of  the day is to make sure that whatever I do has 
relevance.” For more on the Portraits of  Giving show, 
visit www.merkphotography.com. 

MOMS TAKE OVER TOWN PARK FOR 
FOOD BANK

It will be a mother of  an event at Town Park this 
Friday afternoon as momstown, a national grassroots 
organization connecting mothers, and their kids, 
across the country, join forces to tackle hunger in 
support of  Food Banks Canada. Held in conjunction 
with Quaker Oats and their Quaker Chewy Brand, it 
will be the local launch of  “Chewy for Charity” that 
is designed to address the nearly 2 million Canadian 
youth and children that rely on food banks each year. 
Mothers and children will be on hand August 22 from 
5.30 p.m. to 7 p.m. to create Canadian-themed artwork 
to benefit the cause.
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To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com.

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Comedy & Tragedy

Machell’s Corners

Letters to the editor

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir
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The 26th Magna Hoedown is coming up soon.
To date this event has raised over $8 million for countless 

charities, non-profits and community groups.  Magna International 
considers it important to contribute to communities in which our 
employees live to make those communities stronger.

Strengthening community is exactly what Hoedown has been 
able to accomplish to date.  It continues to be our goal as we present 
Hoedown 2014.  

At the wrap-up review of  last year’s Hoedown, our CEO, 
Don Walker, asked if  we could create a second night under the 
Hoedown tent to benefit the community.  I’m pleased to announce 
we have done just that.  

The Magna Hoedown will feature two nights. Our regular 
Saturday night Hoedown will continue on September 13 as York 
Region’s largest fundraising event.  

You will experience the same amazing entertainment, great 
food and community party it has been known for, all in support of  
our charities. Hoedown has become that one event each year that 
folks look forward to seeing the same familiar faces and attend 
with their groups of  friends.  

This year, we’ve also added a Friday night that you won’t want 
to miss.  We are featuring Tim Hicks as our headliner. 

Just prior to Tim’s performance at our Friday, September 12 
event, he will be performing during this year’s Canadian Country 
Music Awards show on September 7, 2014. He has been nominated 
for four 2014 CCMA Awards, including Rising Star, Album of  the 
Year (for his debut album Throwdown), Songwriter of  the Year for 
“Hell Raisin’ Good Time” and CMT Video of  the Year for “Got A 
Feeling” featuring Blackjack Billy.

In addition to Tim Hicks, and all the way from Las Vegas, we will 
feature the Wolf  Creek Band, playing all your country favourites. 
And there’s more. The finals of  our Hoedown Showdown talent 
contest featuring our final 10 contestants will also take place.  

Those in attendance will have an opportunity to text your vote 
for your favourite.  Of  course, there will be a silent auction and 
folks will be able to purchase food and beverages.  Tickets will go 
fast for both nights, so I encourage you to get yours today.  Visit 
www.hoedown.ca for ticket information. 

Remember, you will be contributing to 15 organizations whose 
work on our behalf  make this community a better place by 
supporting those around us.

Steve Hinder, Hoedown Chair
Magna for Community 

Magna expands 
Hoedown to two nights 

Mayor takes exception to 
Kean’s letter, issues challenge

(Re: Coronation is complete, says Kean. August 7, 2014)

As readers of  the Auroran will know, I rarely respond to items 
published unless they are so far over the top that they need to be 
addressed. Such is the case with Mr. Kean’s letter of  August 7.

I am not sure of  the source of  his animus towards me – it 
certainly wasn’t there when he sought and received my support 
for his run for Council in 2001 and again in 2004 (including a sign 
on my lawn) - but it certainly seems to have clouded his judgement.

Mr. Kean’s main point seems to be this Council has “wasted 
taxpayer’s money”, and goes on to list a variety of  sins committed 
– real or perceived – most of  which are attributed to me, including 
that my “regime” will have the largest deficit in the history of  
Aurora.

Deficit – Aurora does not have one.
A look at our independently audited statements posted on the 

Town’s website will show that we actually have a small surplus. 
The Ontario & Federal Governments both have deficits - large 
deficits. The Town does not.

The Town does have capital debt (as do all levels of   
government). That is really the only way we can finance facilities 
for our residents. The same financing scheme most of  us use to 
buy a house. I did, and I suspect so did Mr. Kean. It is interesting 
that Mr. Kean did not have a problem with debt in either of  his 
Council terms when the [Stronach] Aurora Recreation Complex 
project was conceived, approved and built.

The largest component of  that debt will be the new Joint 
Operations Centre – which is being funded from development 
charges, not taxes.

And speaking of  taxes – Mr. Kean contends we are wasting 
taxpayer’s money. Compared to whom? Or what? Or when? 

If  you review the tax increases for the last 20+ years, you will 
see that the years he was a Councillor were the years of  Aurora’s 
highest tax increases. And by a wide margin!  

I could go on, but I believe I have made my point.
However, I am pleased that Mr. Kean made some money by 

betting on the outcome. My suggestion is to take that money, 
register as a candidate for Mayor in the upcoming elections, dust 
off  your old election signs and start pounding the pavement.  
I would look forward to the public debates.  

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
Aurora

Right at the outset of  this week’s 
column I would like to thank Angela 
Gismondi for putting last week’s 
edition of  The Auroran together in my 
absence. It was nice to have a week off  
to re-charge before the busy election 
season ahead!

Although it started a week later 
than it has in years past, I was off  
once again to Jamestown, New York, 
a smaller-scale city in upstate New 
York, near the Pennsylvania border, 
for the Lucille Ball Comedy Festival. 
The annual trek to Jamestown, the 
birthplace of  Ball herself, has become something of  
an annual family tradition for these local Lucy fans 
and it is fascinating to see how the festival has evolved 
over the years. 

What started out as a festival for “new comedy”, 
eventually morphed into a series of  festivals 
honouring Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz, their co-stars,  
co-workers, and their respective television series.

It was a Lucy fan’s dream to have the chance to 
meet and learn from some of  the people who made 
their own indelible marks on this particular niche 
of  the entertainment industry, but the years have 
necessitated a shift back to its original focus. 

Those who had been involved with I Love Lucy 
from the start, and even those with even the most 
tangential relationship with Ball and/or Arnaz, have 
become endangered species with the passage of  time, 
so organizers of  the Festival have gone back to their 
roots with a returned focus to comedy, with a few 
dashes of  “Lucy” thrown in for good measure. 

Although it started on Wednesday, August 6, this 
year’s festival went into full swing the following day 
with a Stand-Up Comedy Showcase hosted by Canada’s 
own Caroline Rhea. As someone unfamiliar with her 
comedy work outside of  “Hollywood Squares” and 
Saturday morning reruns of  “Sabrina the Teenage 
Witch” growing up, I was pleasantly surprised how 
hilarious this woman is as she hosted up-and-coming 
comedians Carmen Lynch, Moody McCarthy, and 
Andrew Norelli who each brought their unique 
perspectives of  the world to the stage. 

Comedy continued the following evening with 
stand-up performances from Tom Cotter, who almost 
took the crown on America’s Got Talent, with his 
wife, comedienne Kerri Louise as his equally funny 
warm-up act. 

Comedy continued throughout the weekend in 
various locations and it culminated with a headliner 
appearance from Jay Leno on the Saturday evening, 
which was opened by a wonderful – but all too brief  – 
concert from Lucie Arnaz. 

Jay Leno was… well, he was Jay Leno. 
Okay, in the interests of  full disclosure, I am dyed-

in-the-wool Team Coco, but I did go into the evening 
with an open mind. After all, if  you expect the worst 
you’re always bound to be pleasantly surprised, 
right? Well, I’m here to report that old adages are not 
necessarily true. 

Many people love Jay Leno and I can see why. 
Comedy – and what people find funny – is a very broad 
spectrum. Some like their comedy pre-digested, some 
like their comedians to lend a voice to what they’re 
thinking, or wish they thought of  themselves. That’s 
Jay Leno to me. 

Many friends who were also in attendance over 
the weekend, however, want their comedy to be fresh 
and topical. (Yes, before I go on, I am fully aware of  
the irony in looking for fresh and topical comedy at a 
festival founded to honour a woman who would have 
been 103 this month and a show which made its TV 
debut 63 years ago this fall.) So, with that in mind, we 
took bets as to how many fresh and topical Monica 
Lewinsky jokes would be part of  his act. 

After putting my money on three, I am also 
here to report my wallet is lighter. There was not a 
Monica Lewinsky joke to be found in the hour-and-

a-half  he was on stage, but there were 
jokes aplenty about the wonderful 
world of  transfats (“That’s fat that’s 
liposuctioned from…” well, in the 
best interests of  this newspaper, I 
won’t finish the punchline), Lynndie 
England and Abu Ghraib prison and, 
my personal favourite, “Remember 
when Bjork wore that swan dress to 
the Oscars a couple of  years ago?” (For 
those keeping score, “a couple of  years 
ago” was 2001.)

The important thing is many people 
were thoroughly enjoying themselves, 

it was a sold-out crowd, and a sure indication the 
Lucille Ball Comedy Festival will carry on the comedic 
legacies of  the First Lady of  Comedy and everyone in 
her orbit for years to come. 

Another indication of  the interesting things to 
come? The creation of  a National Comedy Hall of  
Fame in Jamestown, NY, similar to the Baseball Hall 
of  Fame in Cooperstown, NY, founded in honour of  
Ball and Arnaz, with their daughter presiding over 
the soil turning ceremony of  Phase 1 a few hours 
before the show. 

MEANWHILE, OVER IN CALIFORNIA…
Hindsight is a very interesting thing.
After the festival wrapped and the thousands of  

people from 38 U.S. states, Canada and Australia began 
their journeys home or settled back into their “real 
lives” once again for the workweek ahead, news broke 
on the tragic and untimely suicide of  Robin Williams.

It is difficult to consider that as so many of  us 
spent that particular weekend in a comedic paradise, 
burning more than a few calories with more belly 
laughs than is practical to count and, for some of  us, 
walking away with a few well-earned laugh lines, 
that one of  the world’s brightest comedy lights was 
considering and preparing to, to borrow a phrase 
from I Love Lucy, “dim his bulb.”

In almost every avenue over the past week, pundits 
have reiterated the principle that comics are often 
tortured souls who find a particular outlet in making 
people laugh. I suppose it is true, as Lucille Ball herself  
came from a background of  tragedy and struggle, but 
Williams’ death has underscored the point.

Whether you thrived off  the manic energy Robin 
Williams brought to stage, screen or television in 
Mork & Mindy or Good Morning Vietnam, preferred 
some of  his more dramatic, lower-key work like 
in Good Will Hunting or The Face of  Love, which 
unspooled at the Toronto International Film Festival 
nearly a year ago, he offered something for everyone.

For those of  my generation, he was an indelible 
part of  our lives, whether we came to know him 
from his brilliant voice work in Aladdin, from his 
fresh interpretation on a classic story in Hook (I still 
have all the Hook trading cards collected religiously 
when I was six), through being thoroughly disturbed 
watching One Hour Photo expecting a comedy, or 
by driving everyone within a certain radius crazy 
quoting from Mrs. Doubtfire.

His was a light that will certainly be missed, but as I 
look back over the last weekend, I wonder what drove 
everyone taking the stage over the Festival into the 
warm embrace of  comedy and its audience. Do they 
just want to make people laugh, or are they looking for 
a comfortable outlet for what is bothering them? Do 
they have so many keen observations bubbling over 
that they need to express them to a collective, or are 
they looking for an escape?

Whatever the reason, they make a lot of  people 
happy, and if  anything good can come from this 
tragedy it is that everyone takes a good look inside 
themselves and, if  needed, seeks help for whatever 
might be weighing them down. As strong, solid, and 
permanent his legacy to comedy might be, this might, 
at the end of  the day, be his greater contribution to the 
world.
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I’d forgotten about him until a visit this 
week from Bessie Vlasis and Gwyneth 
Anderson, co-founders of  Bully Free 
Community Alliance of  York Region.

Robert (not his real name) was my first 
significant experience with a bully. I was 
in Grade 6 and he was a terror – fighting 
anyone who didn’t bend to his will.

Fortunately, I was a big kid and when 
it was my turn for a thrashing, Robert 
misjudged, I tripped and we both went down, 
with me on top knocking the wind from him. 
Thankfully our teacher was nearby and we 
were both pulled to our feet, Robert gasping 
for air and me acting braver than I was.

From that point on, Robert decided we were best of  
friends and left me and my real friends alone.

I got thinking about Robert. 
He would often come to school with black eyes and 

bruises on his body. It was common knowledge among 
us kids that he got beaten at home. Perhaps that’s why 
we tolerated his outrageous behaviour.

We know bullying is bad. But, it’s more than unfair. 
Research has shown kids who are bullied experience 
real negative physical, school and mental health 
issues. In fact, kids who are bullied are more likely to 
experience depression and anxiety, increased feelings 
of  sadness and loneliness, changes in sleep and eating 
patterns, and loss of  interest in activities they used to 
enjoy. 

They can develop lasting health issues. Kids who are 
bullied often begin to do worse at school. Experts tell us 
they are more likely to miss, skip, or drop out of  school.

According to the U.S. Department of  Health & Human 
Services, “a very small number of  bullied children 
might retaliate through extremely violent measures. In 
12 of  15 school shooting cases in the 1990s, the shooters 
had a history of  being bullied.”

Research has also shown kids who bully are more 
likely to engage in violent and other risky behaviour 
into adulthood. They are more likely to abuse alcohol 
and other drugs in adolescence and as adults, get 
into fights, drop out of  school, engage in early sexual 
activity, have criminal convictions and traffic citations 
as adults, and, as adults, be abusive toward their 
romantic partners, spouses or children.

And it’s not just the bullied children who suffer. 
Researchers have also discovered that children who 
witness bullying are more likely to have increased 
use of  tobacco, alcohol or other drugs, have increased 
mental health problems and miss or skip school.

Clearly, even if  our children are not being bullied 
they can still be affected by virtue of  being a witness.

The Ontario Legislative Assembly has passed 
a resolution to recognize Bully Awareness and 
Prevention Week. The first event was in 2010. This year, 

it’s November 16 to 22.
With the knowledge that students who feel 

their schools are safe and accepting generally 
do better academically, Ontario’s Ministry of  
Education is leading the way to create this 
environment in all Ontario schools.

The Ministry writes: “Building a positive 
and inclusive school climate requires a 
focused effort on developing healthy and 
respectful relationships throughout the 
whole school and surrounding community, 
among and between students and adults. This 
involves a sustained long-term commitment 
to put this into practice and change school 
culture.”

In 2012, the province passed the Accepting Schools 
Act, that requires all school boards take preventative 
measures against bullying, issue tough consequences 
for bullying, and support students who want to promote 
understanding and respect for all.

The legislation builds on the work the province is 
doing to help make Ontario schools safe, inclusive 
and accepting places to learn. It’s part of  a broader, 
comprehensive action plan that includes new mental 
health workers in schools, strengthening bully 
prevention strategies across the education curriculum, 
and a public awareness campaign that stresses all 
Ontarians have a role in preventing and ending 
bullying.

But back to the visit by Bessie and Gwyneth of  the 
Bully Free Community Alliance of  York Region.

These volunteers are residents of  our riding. Both 
are parents with children in the school system, and are 
very involved in promoting a bully-free York Region. 
In June, they were invited to testify before the federal 
government’s Committee of  Justice and Human Rights.

After working with police, educators and youth 
workers, to name a few, the group has had time to look 
for gaps in addressing bullying.

They think they’ve found the largest gap – youth 
mental health. It’s where they’re focused now.

At our meeting, the two talked about the need to 
address the mental health needs of  children who bully, 
but also the needs of  those who are bullied or witness 
bullying.

We have committed to meeting further with the 
organization to see what role we can play in reducing 
the level of  bullying in our community. I’ll keep you 
updated.

And Robert, wherever you are, I hope your life is 
happier than when we last knew each other in Grade 6.

Contact Chris at his Community Office: 905-750-0019, 
or by email: cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. His office 
is located in Suite 201, 14845 Yonge St., Aurora L4G 6H8. 
Office hours are 8.30 a.m. – 4.30 p.m., Monday to Friday.
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Alison Collins-Mrakas

I am in the midst of  a search for a rather 
mythic beast.  

No, not the yeti, Bigfoot or the Abominable 
Snowman. Not even our dear Nessie. I am on the 
hunt for much bigger game. I am in search of  this 
nebulous, but oft mentioned group of  persons 
known collectively as, “the old boys club”.

Given the prominence of  this supposed group 
of  power-brokers I would assume that they would 
be readily recognizable by us common folk. Some 
of  our local political commentators sure seem to 
be able to identify them – as a group, mind you, 
not individually.

I have seen the “old boys club” referred to 
in multiple media sources and in reference to 
multiple municipal (and other) governments 
and the decisions made by their leaders.  
Aurora, Newmarket, Brampton, Mississauga, 
Oshawa, Ottawa – virtually all of  Quebec’s 
local governments – multitudes of  disparate 
municipalities seem to be run by this never seen 
but omnipresent – omniscient even – group of  
men. And yet…

No one ever specifies who is a member of  this 
“club”.  No one even states what the heck the 
criteria is to be a member. Do they have to pay 
dues? Is there a secret handshake? Do they all 
wear special decoder rings so that they can spot 
another member from the teeming masses over 
which they supposedly exert such control?

Though I have never seen these mythic men 
myself, I envision a group of  white-haired, cigar-
chomping, bourbon-swilling old men, sitting 
in leather wing-backed chairs, around a large 
round oak table, guffawing loudly as they divvy 
up the vast sums of  public money that they 
control.

I looked up the definition of  “Old Boys Club.” 
According to the Urban Dictionary (OED, 
surprisingly, did not have a definition of  “Old 
Boys Club”), the Old Boys Club is, “…an informal 
system by which money and power are retained 
by wealthy white men through incestuous 
business relationships.” 

It seems a few folks may be using this term  
a wee bit out of  context. Or perhaps, just 
incorrectly. Or perhaps they just don’t know what 
the heck it means, but they know it resonates 
with people so they will just use it whenever they 
want to insinuate something untoward is afoot.  

Indeed, it seems that politicians of  every 
stripe, seeking every office, trot out the old canard 
of  “Old Boys Club” or “the elite” whenever they 
are trying to get traction on their message(s) and 
need an easy -  but anonymous – scapegoat for 
why things are as they are and how much better 
things would be if  we all just elected them.  

It’s lazy politicking, in my opinion. It’s a 
method of  appealing to “otherness” that has – 
unfortunately – been quite effective for some.  
By saying that there’s some kind of  party 
going on somewhere, and you’re not invited, 
they are playing to the sense of  injustice 
that pervades the political discourse for the 
financially constrained voting public.

Without ever giving a face to these “old 
boys club members”, they nonetheless give 
credence to the idea that they exist in the first 
place.  

I am not so naïve as to think that 
powerbrokers do not exist, or have influence 
on, the machinery of  governance. I have no 
doubt that there are leaders that can be - and 
have been – bought and sold by the wealthy 
and powerful. But at the municipal level, one 
has to ask the question: where’s the end game 
here? There are no Super-Pac funds at the 
municipal level. No vast pots of  money made 
available to the candidate(s) of  choice.  

The maximum allowed for a campaign in a 
lower tier municipality is barely more than 
$30,000, with a maximum single donation 
allowed set at $750.  Not sure who can be 
bought for $750, but I hope we can all spot him 
a mile away.

If  the Old Boys Club runs the show, and our 
elected leaders are mere puppets in the play, 
then show me the strings.  Otherwise, let’s 
focus on the issues of  importance and leave 
the red herrings to the Swedes.  

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is – after all – Our Town.

The Ol’ Boys Club

Everyone pays when bullying isn’t addressed

Customer Service in Aurora – Round VIII : Mastermind

A couple of  weeks back, I wrote 
about the fact that corporate loyalty 
programs have been proudly trumpeted 
by organizations as a great way to 
recognize and financially reward long-
term customers.

In that column, I presented two local 
companies – one with a façade of  a loyalty 
program and the other one with a real 
and straightforward program.

Omars Shoes in the south part of  Aurora are the latter. 
Their loyalty program is a simple one. You have a card 

and every time you buy something they sign it. On your 
tenth purchase you receive a “free” pair of  shoes. (They take 
the average price of  your previous nine purchases, so you 
will most likely not get the shoes for free, but the cost will be, 
in most cases, very minimal.)

Today, I want to simply describe a local, positive 
buying experience that made me happy and exceeded my 
expectations.

I have a good friend who now lives in Plano, Texas. I am 
the godfather to his son.

I always send his now thirteen-year-old son a present at 
Christmas and for his birthday in early August.

I invariably go to the local Mastermind store because I 
like their selection, the service is great, the pricing seems 
reasonable and they do free wrapping.

A couple of  Friday nights ago I went looking for something 
to send Spenser. I noticed right away that the setup of  the 
store had been changed since I was last at the store.

A young lady promptly greeted me as I came in and asked 
if  I needed any help. I said, “Thanks, but I am fine right now.”

In addition to searching for a present, I am always 
intrigued by what new Lego or scientific toys that they 

have. I have purchased both a model wind 
turbine and a solar array model as gifts as 
well as buying a plastic car engine model 
for myself  (that took forever to build and 
ruined part of  our dining room table due 
to “glue” issues, but that is a story for 
another day).

After searching around for potential 
toys for me, I found a couple of  items for 

Spenser.
The lady behind the cash then asked if  these gifts were 

for a couple of  children and I said “No, just one.”
The staff  then began to wrap the gifts for me.
I then took a chance and asked if  they had a box to put the 

presents in. Most times when I ask this question – without 
them even looking – I am politely told that they do not.

In this case, the lady said that she was not certain if  they 
had one, but she would go out back and look.

A minute later she came back with an appropriately sized 
box.

She then put the wrapped presented into the box, put some 
wrapping paper (that she had turned inside out) around the 
box to make it look better and then proceeded to encase the 
box in lots of  transparent tape so all that I needed to do now 
was put an address on the package and pay for postage.

This lady’s effort saved me a bunch of  time, effort and 
maybe a couple of  dollars. 

I thanked the team who helped me and left the store with 
the box that was now ready for shipping.

All I can say is that a happy customer means a customer 
that will be coming back. And I am a (very) happy customer.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Do you think Aurora needs to work more with the Region 
in providing affordable housing in Town?

A) Yes    B) No    C) Unsure

This genteel image of “old Aurora” belies the fact the First World War was raging overseas. Taken in 
September, 1915, on the grounds of Inglehurst, the Fleury family home which one stood on Yonge 
Street, these women were hosting a tea to raise money for the Aurora branch of the Red Cross.   

  Photo courtesy of John McIntyre

Do you support Aurora’s newly approved 
Joint Operations Centre?

   A)   Yes
   B)    No
   C)    Unsure

Previous Poll Results
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Hogan’s Inn
The Place You Want To Be!

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse...
The New Hogan’s

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

H O U R S :  M o n . - S a t .  1 1 a m - 1 0 p m ;  S u n .  1 1 a m - 8 p m
H u n t  P u b  o p e n  u n t i l  2 a m  w e e k e n d s

Like us on Facebook

Live Bands In The Hunt Pub:

  Fri., Aug. 22  Billik

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

A variety of fresh new salads &
refreshing cocktails! Enjoy one on our
Garden Patio  or Rooftop Patio

Now
offering

CATERING
Please call for details

A variety of fresh new salads &A variety of fresh new salads &

Summer
Lunch Menu

open sunday
for brunch

Safety, equality driving forces behind “overdue” Joint Ops Centre: proponents
By Brock Weir

After nearly three years of  debates, numerous 
reports, and a “demonstrated need” for a new Joint 
Operations Centre, it was high time to give the green 
light to the project last week, according to proponents 
of  the plan. 

For the five members of  Council who voted in 
favour of  the new JOC, it was a matter of  moving 
forward not only to benefit those currently working in 
“dilapidated” conditions in the current Scanlon Court 
facility, but also to build a facility that would bring 
added benefits to the community as a whole. 

“We have had multiple reports, we have been 
debating this issue for two-and-a-half  years, and there 
is no rush to judgement,” said Councillor Michael 
Thompson. “The fact of  the matter remains that no 
significant change has been made to this building 
since 1988. It is almost 30 years. Staff  have continued 
to identify the deficiencies and the concerns with 
the building, the impact on service levels, the space 
limitations, the concerns for people who worked there, 
the fact that there is no female washroom.

“Over the next few years, when 2C comes online, it 
is roughly 3,000 homes and 8,000 people and plenty of  
land that we need to service. We need to look forward. 
We need to make sure we are taking care of  those 
parks, those trails, those roads, and this is part of  
doing our job.”

While previous reports indicated at least $3 million 
would be needed to maintain the Scanlon Court facility, 
the biggest mistake in this whole process, he said, was 
a too-low estimate on how much the site would be from 
the outset. Rejecting claims of  “ballooning costs”, he 
said previous estimates were influenced on the idea of  
renovating the old Aurora Hydro Building rather than 
purchasing a new site. 

“Since we have moved from that issue, staff  have 
done a good job of  making sure the costs associated 
with this facility were scrutinized, were carefully 
viewed, adjudicated, and brought to us so we could 
determine what the needs were and what the wants 
were for the facility and how to move forward. There 
are questions about how some people don’t like how 
the reports were written, some of  the information 

being put forward, but the fact remains the need has 
been shown over and over. If  we’re going to make 
sure we maintain service levels going forward as this 
community continues to grow, we need to act today. We 
don’t need to wait another two years or four years or 
10 years like previous Councils have done. There is a 
need and this is us responding to it.”

For Councillor John Abel, one of  the most important 
functions of  a Council is to preserve infrastructure 
and Operations and Parks are an integral part of  that. 
Combining the two departments into one facility is a 
mark of  efficiency, he argued. Original underestimated 
costs, he said, could be attributed to building on a 
flat piece of  land. When the plan changed to find a 
bigger plot of  land, albeit one which had significant 
topographical challenges, the costs went up. 

“It is a well-suited, centralized location in our 
industrial area and it is actually a perfect location,” he 
said. “The cost of  construction over the last decade has 
gone up 56 per cent so if  you are going to defer to the 
next term of  Council you are just going to add to the 
cost. This is a green, efficient, gold standard facility. 
It is going to be a more effective operation and will be 
one that can sustain our growth for at least 30 years 
as we grow out. You can be skeptical that perhaps we 
won’t realise those [Development Charges to pay for it 
but] businesses are attracted to infrastructure as well 
as workforce and transportation. This is another way 
to attract business, which I am confident if  it doesn’t 
happen in five years, it can certainly happen within 
10.”

As lands in 2C – particularly in the residential 
area west of  Leslie Street – continue to be sold at a 
rapid clip to new homeowners, Councillor Paul Pirri 
said projections for Development Charges are on 
track. Projected population growth is also on track, 
underscoring the need for a new facility, he added.

“If  we still had a population of  30,000, which is what 
this building was meant to handle, there would be no 
need to levy development charges for this program, 
but people are moving to Aurora, people like coming 
to Aurora, and we need bigger facilities to manage 
that population increase. It makes sense to me that a 
large portion of  those funds come from individuals 
moving into the community.”

This view towards Development Charges (DCs) was shared by 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, who highlighted a number of  developers 
going into the area that have sold out of  their first phases. Aurora, 
he said, is an “incredibly attractive” destination for people to 
move to and he was optimistic everything else would follow suit. 

“Can we guarantee [the land sales] will continue?” he asked. 
“Of  course not, but indicators are that it will. As we keep getting 
immigration to this country we will keep having sales of  houses. 
Those sales of  houses will attract businesses that will come in 
and buy the Leslie Street and 404 lands that we have. As we get 
more residents, the possibility of  more employees will be far 
more attractive for companies to move into those lands.”

He also rejected arguments made by Councillor John Gallo 
that this was the “largest” and most expensive project undertaken 
by the municipality, arguing that while it might be true on paper, 
it is a sign of  inflation and prices going up when one compares 
other big builds like the Aurora Public Library and the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex.

The project was also supported by Councillor Don Constable, 
who called the existing facilities an “eyesore”, something that 
was also clear when he first sat on Council over 20 years ago.

“I was shocked to see nothing has changed,” he said. “I 
understand it is a lot of  money to spend, but we have to look at 
doing something.”

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

$99 course discount with this ad only

Joint Ops Centre is “wrong direction”  
for Aurora: opposition

By Brock Weir

Aurora needs new facilities for public works staff, 
but the recently approved Joint Operations Centre 
on Industrial Parkway North is not the way to do it, 
argued Councillors opposed to the project last week.

While they agreed on the need, for Councillors 
Evelyn Buck, John Gallo, and Wendy Gaertner, their 
main opposition stemmed from cost, location, and 
all the “bells and whistles” slated to become a part 
of  the new facility. 

“The building is decked out like a Christmas 
tree,” said Councillor Buck of  the building, which 
is expected to include numerous items to ensure it 
meets the environmental LEED Gold certification. 
“Every falderal Council could think of, every little 
luxury was brought out. [The current facilities 
on Scanlon Court] was a prefab metal building, it 
certainly owes us nothing and it certainly needs 
to be replaced. Yes, we have more staff, yes, we are 
taking care of  our own fleet [but] the fact is the 
majority of  the responsibilities of  the Public Works 
and Parks departments are not done in the building. 
It is done out there in the community. 

“I don’t discount the need for a new facility, but I 
don’t agree it has been managed well.”

To illustrate this point, Councillor Buck said 
she still objected to the Parks Department being 
“turfed” out of  the former home of  Aurora Hydro, 
which now serves as Aurora’s new armoury. That 
was a move which failed to “serve the community 
well”, she said. The land sale of  the current yard 
on Scanlon Court was also not handled well in her 
view, she added, noting the sale should have been up 
to competitive bid. 

“I don’t agree that we bought a good site [for the 
new facility] and had to spend millions remediating 
it to make it a site that was usable,” she continued. 
“I don’t agree that is a good location. There are 
a number of  things that do not allow me to have 
confidence that this building was well-planned. I 
don’t argue that it is needed, I don’t argue that our 
employees are entitled to adequate facilities in order 
to carry out their responsibilities. I don’t argue 
that it isn’t a good investment in the future. It is an 

essential investment in the future.” 
Similar views were put forward by Councillor 

John Gallo who, rather than arguing against the 
need for the facility, argued against the “form” of  
the planned JOC. This objection to form was not 
only physical, but also fiscal towards the model put 
forward to pay the building’s hefty price tag.

With the majority of  the $26 million price 
tag coming from future development charges 
coming out of  the thousands of  homes slated 
for development on Aurora’s 2C lands, he said 
earmarking this money now 
could create a “vacuum” for 
the future. 

“It creates a void in terms 
of  future projects that we 
could be spending money 
on,” he said. “In terms of  the 
balance of  the funding for this 
project, other than Scanlon 
Court I haven’t seen anything 
in terms of  selling our Leslie 
Street lands other than Bulk 
Barn. We felt very confident 
we were going to sell the 
lands. I don’t believe we feel 
confident anymore because I 
haven’t seen any movement 
and I would have liked to have 
seen better explanation of  
the status of  our Leslie Street 
Lands. 

“My math tells me with all 
the bells and whistles, this 
project is roughly $10 million 
over budget from when we 
first started and I clearly have 
a huge concern with that. It is 
the largest capital project this 
municipality has ever spent 
and the final tendering is 
weeks before an election and 
I have a big issue with that.”

Councillor Gallo then 
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Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way 
that was never before 
realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” He 
says that  “Even though traditional forms of  
adjusting also work, people are drawn to this 
new technique because of  how gentle it is 
and does not involve any twisting, especially 

in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s safe 
for individuals of  all ages. Call our office 
today and mention this article to receive a 
FREE ProAdjuster analysis to pin-point your 
problem areas and to see how the ProAdjuster 
can help. Call within the next 7 days and you 
will also receive a complimentary nerve 
stress scan and computerized muscle test/
semg that can show the areas of  your stress 
and how it’s affecting your body. Call 905-773-
2225 today to reserve your free ProAdjuster 
Analysis Scan. (reg. $90). 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may no 
longer have to live with a persistent, painful 
condition. Call us today at 905-773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 

Get to know Chris Ballard, 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora

Please join Chris Ballard, MPP Newmarket-Aurora as he discusses 
the budget that was recently passed in the legislature. 
He will also speak and respond to questions on future government 
initiatives. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2014
Luncheon with Special Guest Speaker Chris Ballard, 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora
St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club
4 Pinnacle Trail, Aurora
Time: 11:30 am – 2:00 pm
Cost: $20 Members, $30 Guests +HST
*Limited Seating Available

For more information and to register visit 
aurorachamber.on.ca/events or call 905-727-7262.
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“My son is headed off  
to university next week 
and I’d love to redo his 
room while he’s away. How 
can I make some changes 
without it feeling like it’s 
not his room anymore?”

Moving away for school is 
a big change and can be very 
exciting! 

It can also be a little bit 
overwhelming for your son, 
so before starting to redo his 
bedroom I would recommend 
telling him about it. This 
is a time when the kids 
are becoming independent 
of  their parents and it’s 
important that we treat them as grown-
ups. 

Our kids rooms’ are FULL of  stuff  
that we may think is junk, but to them 
it’s treasure. Long forgotten t-shirts 
hanging out of  drawers, concert 
tickets and crumpled history essays 
lie atop dressers, and who knows what 
horrifying items lurk beneath the 
surface? There are some things you 
may be happier not knowing about. It’s 
best to give your college-goer ample 
warning before clearing out his stuff. 

You’ll want to give him an opportunity 
to dispose of  any contraband or 
embarrassing items and to set aside 
anything sentimental that you may be 
unsure of. 

Once your son has had a chance to go 
through his own stuff  it’s your turn! 

Sort through belongings and store 
the things you don’t have room for in 
labelled bins somewhere. God forbid 
you throw out that special something. 
I myself  have made that trip down to 
Goodwill to retrieve something of  my 
daughter’s because I didn’t realize its 
importance!  

Reserve 10 per cent of  the room 
for items from the past, and the 
rest of  the space should reflect the 
present and future accomplishments. 
Organize loose photos of  their friends 
on a corkboard- to avoid having them 
scattered everywhere.  Get rid of  some 
old ones to make room for the new ones 
(there WILL be new ones). Get rid of  
any participation trophies and only 
keep the ones that he’s actually earned 
on display. This is a time in your kid’s 
life where the focus should be on their 
achievements. 

Now for the décor: I’m always 
reminding my clients to think about 
how they will live in the space.  Your 
son will come home for visits during 
the holidays or weekends, he may need 
a place to study, or just a quiet place to 

get away from the craziness 
that living in residence 
sometimes is. You want 
your kid’s room to feel like 
a guestroom, but their own 
guestroom; a more mature 
version of  their old room 
with a relaxed vibe.  

Remove any old wall 
paper, curtain panels or 
bedding with themes on 
them. This means no more 
Super Mario pillowcases or 

soccer ball drapes. Freshen 
up the space with a new wall 
colour. Farrow & Ball has a 
ton of  beautiful colours that 
are a little bit more muted 
and understated. 

Bring in your kids’ favourite colours 
via occasional furniture. A funky 
colour desk chair or end table, or a bold 
geometric print for a window covering 
is a fun way to bring personality into the 
space without looking childish.  If  you 
think your kids may not be ready to let 
go of  some of  their favourite childhood 
memorabilia, you can include them in 
the accessories. 

If  your son has a hobby, or really loves 
his sports make space for a bobble head 
on the shelf, or frame a signed record 
and hang it on the wall.  Your son’s 
personality will still shine through in 
his room without looking childish. You 
can easily change a poster on the wall 
and swap out the accessories on the 
counter if  and when your kids outgrow 
them. 

Remember that there are a lot of  new 
things happening for your son right 
now so leave space for new hobbies 
and interests. Make sure he knows that 
his old room is still his and that the 
makeover is all about getting him ready 
for the next exciting stage of  his life! 

I’m sure he will love the space you 
create for him. 

Feel free to send me your comments 
or questions to askjean@nichedecor.ca

Connect with Us!

Updating Your 
College Kid’s 

Bedroom

made a motion to defer a decision on the 
JOC to the next term of  Council, but this 
was ultimately rejected. 

Also objecting to the “ballooning 
costs” was Councillor Gaertner, who 
underscored what she felt was the 
“need” for a new facility. 

“We needed to have it a while ago, 
and I was in favour of  the original price 
tag,” she explained. “I can’t support the 
ballooning costs for this. I would like 
to build a new JOC for Aurora. I would 
like our staff  to have a new JOC, but I do 
not believe we can afford it as planned. 
It will be the first time in 10 years that 
we have used debt financing and the 
plans to use the proceeds from the Leslie 
Street lands obviously is something 
we shouldn’t be counting on. We have 
a policy that governs how our land 
should be sold. This should have been a 
competitive bid for 
our Scanlon land 
and I also agree 
that we bought the 
wrong land for the 
wrong price.”

A d d i t i o n a l 
objections brought 
forward included 
the concept of  
whether using 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Charges, fees 
ultimately paid by 
developers to the 
municipality – as 
well as the Region 
– were ultimately 
coming out 
taxpayers’ pockets 

as developers have to recoup those fees 
from somewhere, as well as the need for 
a third floor of  “shell space” for future 
office use.

Members of the  
Aurora Youth Soccer 
Club (AYSC) duke it 
out at last year’s AYSC 
Stingers Cup. Mem-
bers will look once 
again for ultimate 
tourney glory this 
weekend. 
   
                   

Auroran photo 
by Jeff Doner

Annual AYSC Stinger Cup kicks off 
Friday for a weekend of fun

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Youth Soccer Club 
will be holding their end-of-season 
tournament from August 22 - 24, as 
athletes compete for the Stinger Cup.

The Cup is competed for annually by 
all of  Aurora’s house league divisions, 
from Under-5 to Under-19.

The U13 and older leagues 
will participate in a round-robin 
competition, while younger 
competitors play a “festival” style, 
a move made by the Ontario Soccer 

Association that AYSC Manager Bill 
Kizovski says “promotes long-term 
player development”.

The three-day tournament will be 
held at Sheppard’s Bush Soccer Fields 
in Aurora. Full schedules are available 
now at www.aysc.ca.

The season will culminate with 
the John Traganitis Tournament in 
September, where All-Star teams from 
around Ontario are invited to Aurora 
to compete against the best that house 
league has to offer.

New JOC will include space for future growth
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www.embassycards.com
Tel: 905-841-9700  Fax: 905-841-8743

 cards@embassycards.com

Business cards, Brochures, Flyers 
Custom Designs for All your Marketing needs!

Express Printing - same day!
Large Format Design (Signs & Banners)
 Custom Greeting / All Occasion Cards

Embassy Print & Design

Wedding Invitation Packages!

Get Cool. Get Comfortable. 
Get Daikin!
Enhance your home’s level of comfort and lower your 
energy bills too. Simply ask a Daikin Comfort Pro. It’s that 
easy. And be certain to ask about our Comfort Promise.

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

(Insert Dealer Info Here)
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136 Wellington St. E., 
905-727-4258 
www.tholiver.com
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Unsung police officers saluted by 
Minister ahead of Quanto’s Law

By Brock Weir

In tense situations, York Regional 
Police Constable Todd Woods always 
has his partner’s back. 

They trained together, anticipate 
each other’s moves and, until they 
pinpoint the perfect time, they move as 
one. But, unlike his partner, Constable 
Woods has a voice of  his own.

As a member of  the YRP’s Canine 
Unit, Constable Woods knows all too 
well the dangers police officers of  the 
four-legged variety are put in every 
day and welcomes the introduction of  
new Federal legislation creating new 
offences prohibiting the injuring or 
killing of  service animals trained for 
law enforcement, the Canadian Armed 
Forces, and persons with disabilities. 

Dubbed “Quanto’s Law”, honouring 
a police dog killed in the line of  duty 
in Edmonton last fall, it is legislation 
that has been a long time coming as 
far as Constable Woods is concerned.

“I think it is a great thing that it 
is finally here,” he said. “I have been 
in situations where, unfortunately, 
someone has hurt my dog and nothing 
was done about that. This is great 
because [the dog] is a police officer 
too and works very hard for us and we 
expect a lot from the dog.”

Constable Woods’ dog was struck 
by the hands of  a suspect during 
a theft case. While he says officers 
always worry about their partners, it 
is clear from demonstrations held at 

York Regional Police Headquarters 
in Aurora on Friday morning that 
officers with the Canine Unit have 
special bonds with their partners.

“We will usually get a dog that is 
around 12 or 13 months old and the 
person selected will bond with a dog 
for anywhere from a week or a month 
prior to starting the course,” he 
explains. “Once they start the course, 
they learn together. The dog has no 
prior training and we teach both the 
handler and the dog the basic course 
and the bond builds through that, as 
well as the trust in each other.

“We look for somebody who likes to 
work hard because it is very physical. 
There are long nights and sometimes 
it is a dirty job going through the 
bushes [with your partner] searching 
for missing persons.”

Constable Woods was one of  several 
officers on hand last week, along 
with dogs Cirk and Kye, as Federal 
Justice Minister Peter MacKay 
visited the unit to mark Quanto’s Law, 
accompanied by Richmond Hill MP 
Costas Menegakis. 

Here, Mr. MacKay was able to see 
first-hand the bond between partners 
as the dogs took on agility courses and 
demonstrated how officer and dog can 
work in tandem to nab a suspect. 

“I am delighted to be here with [Mr. 
Menegakis] as he is the individual 
who is, perhaps, most responsible 
for having brought forward Quanto’s 
Law,” said Mr. MacKay as he left the 

YRP headquarters. “Speaking to these 
officers and having worked previously 
with Canadian Forces members 
who also use service animals, it is 
important that we protect them and 
that is exactly what is at the root of  
this law. It is about special recognition 
within the law that these animals put 
themselves at greater risk by virtue 
of  the work they do and the work is 
extremely valuable. 

“At the same time, they are also 
targeted. We have in place already 
in the Criminal Code laws that 
specifically protect police and First 
Responders. We believe animals 
are very much a part of  that special 
protection that is needed, so this is the 
reason behind the legislation. I really 
see no legitimate resistance to passing 
this law and we are hopeful to be able 
to move it through Parliament.”

Hollandview Trail residents can weigh in on 
café proposal next month

By Brock Weir

Residents in Aurora’s Hollandview Trail 
neighbourhood will have a chance to sound 
off  on a proposal to turn the long-vacant 
Blockbuster Video outlet near Bayview Avenue 
into a new restaurant with outdoor patio. 

The concept to turn the former Blockbuster 
into a new Symposium Café was held off  at 
last week’s Council meeting until a General 
Committee meeting set for September 7 to 
give residents an opportunity to consider and 
digest the restaurant proposal which puts 
particular emphasis on its outdoor patio. 

Symposium Cafés, an offshoot of  Sun Life 
Assurance Company, plans to turn the vacant 
outlet into its latest café, which focuses on 
the outdoor-indoor dining concept with a 
European flavour. To make the concept a 
reality, however, they need to take up eight 
existing parking spaces to create their 
expansive patio, along with landscape work 
and the installation of  outdoor speakers. 

Last week, however, Councillors John Gallo, 
Paul Pirri, and Michael Thompson said they 
had concerns neighbours had not had enough 
time to speak out either for or against this 
proposal. 

“Part of  the rationale of  having a site 
plan amendment approval by Council is, in 
my view, one to allow staff  to review it and 
make sure they are all okay with it,” said 
Councillor Gallo. “The second is to make sure 
the community is okay with it and that is why 
we bring it to a public Council meeting. There 
are many homes abutting [the site plan] and 
I know for a fact there are residents in that 
area that are concerned about this. How can I 
be assured that those residents knew this was 
going to be before us and had the ability to 
voice their opinions?”

In response, Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s 
Director of  Planning, said residents were 
involved in the proposal when it was heard 
at the Committee of  Adjustment and further 
public notice is not required for site plan 
approval. Councillor Paul Pirri said he was at 
the Committee meeting in question and was 

not satisfied that the surrounding community 
would be on board with the proposal.

“I have attended these cafes in the past, 
they are phenomenal facilities and I have 
absolutely no qualms with the organization 
behind them but my problem is, as it is now, 
with the proximity of  this patio to these 
units,” said Councillor Pirri. “I can’t vote in 
favour of  this because I do have concerns with 
how this would impact the quality of  life of  
those residents at that location.”

Sharing these concerns was Councillor 
Thompson, who said neighbours in this area 
had contacted him with their concerns about 
noise levels and the size of  the patio, which 
can accommodate up to 80 patrons. 

“I want to make sure they have the 
opportunity to speak,” he said. “There 
was a concern with how it will impact the 
surrounding neighbourhood. The noise aspect 
is a concern. Granted, they have to comply 
with bylaws, but I share some of  the concerns 
with regards to members of  the community 
not having the opportunity to step forward 
and at least voice their opinions or concerns.”

Although Councillor Evelyn Buck said she 
was concerned that neighbours had expressed 
some reservations about the proposal, she 
questioned whether Council was the proper 
place to air them in this case. In this instance, 
Council’s job is to vote on the recommendations 
made to it by the Committee of  Adjustment 
as residents had their chance to speak at that 
point, she said. A further option before them 
would be to take their concerns to the Ontario 
Municipal Board, which would achieve the 
objective of  delaying things. 

“It is time, but it would delay the 
construction of  the patio,” she said. “They 
would accomplish their objective in going 
before another impartial 
body [and] I don’t think it is 
our place to get in the middle 
of  that process. We should 
fulfil the condition from the 
Committee of  Adjustment. I 
don’t see any other options 
before us.”

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Justice Minister Peter MacKay, centre, was joined by York Regional Police Chief Eric 
Jolliffe, second left, and Richmond Hill MP Costas Menegakis, second right, and 
members of the canine police unit (including Constable Todd Woods, first right) 
at the YRP’s headquarters in Aurora on Friday. During the visit, MacKay watched 
as members of the canine unit (right) showed off their skills on the agility course. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

ASHLEY!  DECOR-REST!  KROEHLER!  BRENTWOOD!   
KINGSDOWN!    ASHLEY!

UPTOWN FURNITURE LOCATED AT: 
17255 YONGE ST. NEWMARKET

COME EARLY! CROWDS WILL BE LARGE!

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOING OUT
OF BUSINESS

WWW.UPTOWNFURNITURE.CA

Despite the cool, overcast and breezy 
weather we had on Saturday, our first Family 
Day was a great success. 

The Farmers’ Market was full of  families 
eager to take advantage of  the many mom-to-
mom sales and enjoy the face painting, balloon 
animals and the great children’s entertainer. 
We had a wonderful raffle which, among the 
items available, included two bikes and a flat 
screen T.V. I don’t know yet how much money 
we raised, but it is all going to the Aurora Food 
Pantry.

We also have some exciting news: Peter 
of  Oakridge’s Finest will be bringing cheese 
from the fabulous Montforte Dairy in 
Stratford to our Market within the next two 
weeks. The dairy is owned by Ruth Klaasen 
and specialises in goat and sheep’s milk 
cheeses, although I believe that they have a 
few made from cow’s milk. So, finally we will 
have some soft brie-type cheeses to augment 
the hard cheeses that are already represented 
at the Market.

You may have noticed that the Market now 
partners with several community groups on 
some occasions. You will have seen Beverley 
Wood, Aurora’s Citizen of  the Year, among 
those selling raffle tickets for Magna’s Wild 
Wild West Hoedown on behalf  of  Welcoming 
Arms. 

Welcoming Arms is a registered charity 
and is an ecumenical partnership of  six 
churches: Aurora Cornerstone, Aurora 
United, Campus Bible, Our Lady of  Grace, 
St. Andrew’s and Trinity and is housed in 
Trinity’s former rectory. Their purpose is to 
assist Aurora residents who are in need. 

Each church provides financial and 
volunteer support. Additional funding and 
donations have been gratefully received 
from: Empty Bowls, the Christmas Dream 
Dinner, individuals, businesses, community 
organizations, the Regional Municipality 
of  York through the Christmas Hamper 
Programme and the Wild Wild West Hoedown.

The vision statement says: “a Christ-
centered partnership, relieving the burden of  
poverty in our community”. Their Mission 
Statement is “In loving partnership, we 
seek to be the hands and feet of  Christ by 
promoting human, physical and spiritual 
well-being within our community.” 

Their focus strategies are fundraising, 
marketing, communications, growth, 
sustainability and volunteer programmes. 
These all reflect the love, joy, compassion and 
commitment of  Welcoming Arms clergy and 
volunteers.

From July 2013-2014, Welcoming Arms 
distributed $67,460 in monthly food vouchers, 
3,190 York Region Transit tickets, and 
toiletries, kitchen and cleaning items from 
donations received from individuals and 
community groups. 

They also provided assistance with 
medical, dental, housing, utility, tutorial and 
children’s programme needs. They also gave 
vouchers from Tim Horton’s and the Clothes 
Closet to homeless persons.

Some of  the comments received from those 
who have been helped include: “Christmas 
really happened at our house this year, 
thanks to the support of  Welcoming Arms” 
and, “to everyone involved in the Christmas 
programme, thank you for listening, caring 
and sharing.”

While their main focus is on helping those 
in need in our community, they participate 
in many other activities such as: attendance 
at seminars, ongoing meetings and forums 
with York Region agencies, involvement in 
community activities including the Pine Tree 
Potters Guild, the Aurora Christmas Dream 
Dinner, and Hoedown. This year, Welcoming 
Arms was selected as one of  fifteen 
participating charities for the 2014 Hoedown.

With the invitation of  the Optimist Club of  
Aurora to join them at the Farmers’ Market 
on summer Saturdays, Welcoming Arms 
volunteers have enjoyed meeting shoppers, 
selling Hoedown tickets (3 for $20) and sharing 
the Welcoming Arms story, a programme that 
began in 2006 at Our Lady of  Grace Church. 

To the Optimist Club of  Aurora and 
the Farmers’ Market, Welcoming Arms 
volunteers and visitors extend a special thank 
you for the kindness, goodwill and generosity 
they have been shown.

Welcoming Arms is located at 44 Metcalfe 
Street and is staffed by trained volunteers 
from participating churches. They are open 
Mondays and Thursdays from 9.30 a.m. to 1.30 
p.m., and on Wednesdays from 6.30 – 8.30 p.m.

The next Special Event at the Farmers’ 
Market is our annual Community Corn Roast 
on Saturday, August 23. This year we have 
invited guests from three of  our community 
partners to barbecue and hand out the corn.  

We will have two people each from the 
Aurora Cultural Centre, the Aurora Public 
Library and the Aurora Seniors’ Association 
helping with the barbecue and the public will 
have the opportunity to ask questions about 
these groups and their programmes. 

There will be great music from the band 
shell featuring the After Hours Big Band from 
10 – 11.30 a.m. There will also be a kids’ crafts, 
a scavenger hunt and a draw for a Market bag 
at 12 Noon. The cost of  the corn is by donation 
and all money raised will go to the Food 
Pantry. It will be an exciting day at the Market.

See you at the Market!

Status of part-time Councillors continues  
to be political football

By Brock Weir

The issue of  whether or not Aurora’s 
Councillors should be considered part-
time or full-time positions continues to 
be a topic of  debate around the Council 
table.

The latest move to get this topic 
out in the open for a full discussion 
occurred last week through a Notice 
of  Motion presented to Council by 
Councillor Evelyn Buck. 

In her motion, Councillor Buck 
called for a Special Council Meeting 
to be added to the Municipal Calendar 
before September 12, which happens 
to be the cut-off  date for nominations 
for the October 27 Municipal Election, 
to address the issue of  Council 
compensation. 

In her motion, she cites a report 
before Council last month which called 
on members to decide whether or not 
compensation for Mayor and Council 
should be a graded salary kept in 
line with how salaries for municipal 

employees are pegged. After a healthy 
debate, however, Council opted to 
keep the status quo for the time being 
and leave it for the 2014 – 2018 term to 
decide. 

This, however, did not sit well with 
Councillor Buck.

“Members of  Council salaries have 
not been revisited since the 2003 to 
2006 term of  Council,” she said in her 
motion, calling for a meeting before 
September 12 to review the report. “[The 
meeting will review] the staff  report 
and any other questions pertaining to 
Members of  Council salaries, benefits, 
and status as part-time Councillors for 
the 2014 to 2018 Term of  Council.”

This meeting, however, is unlikely 
to happen before September 12 as 
Councillors rejected a bid to waive 
procedural bylaw and discuss the 
meeting request at last Tuesday’s 
Council meeting. 

“The reason I am asking for the 
procedure to be waived – and I am not 
in the habit of  doing that – is to allow 

this motion to be dealt with tonight in 
order for the matter to be considered at 
a separate meeting,” said Councillor 
Buck. “I am not asking for discussion to 
take place tonight, I am asking for staff  
to schedule a [Special Council Meeting] 
so that Council can consider the matter 
before then. If  we don’t consider the 
matter before then, we are going into 
an election without any candidates 
knowing what is involved [in salaries] 
and I believe there are a number of  
changes that need to be made, not just 
with the Council compensation.”

For those voting against the motion, 
timing was everything – whether it 
was timing for public participation 
or getting to more pressing matters at 
hand.

“I think there are too many people 
away from the Town of  Aurora in the 
month of  August and I think it should 
come to a GC (General Committee 
Meeting) to be fully discussed with the 
public and, if  the public want to come 
to us, for them to be able to [at] a GC.”
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Arts, heritage and nature showcased in annual show

By Brock Weir

Whether they were showing off  
their personal showplaces or watching 
a year’s worth of  ideas come into 
fruition, Aurora’s creativity came 
into full bloom on Saturday with the 
annual Doors Open Aurora event. 

Comprised of  walking tours 
around town, rare glimpses into 
private homes, and new and creative 
things to do at some of  Aurora’s more 
venerable institutions, people from 
across Southern Ontario descended 
on Town to see just what we have to 
offer historically, architecturally and 
artistically. 

On Saturday morning before the 
skies opened up to an afternoon of  
rain, among the busiest locations was 
the colourful home of  Roxana Farrell 
on Larmont Street. 

Painted a vivid blue, the aptly 
named “Blueprint House” is the 
culmination of  a long-standing vision 
of  Ms. Farrell, who is an artist and 
architect by trade. The distinctive 
house stands out from the rest not 
only in colour, but with the white 
text that wraps around the building, 
mimicking an architectural blueprint 
that has come to life.

“I had this idea five years ago when 

I moved here from New York and I just 
saw this house,” she said. “Somehow 
it gave me the inspiration that even 
though it was in rough condition, to 
take my profession and showcase it in 
an artistic way.”

Outside, white text outlines the 
dimensions of  the building, the 
elevations, and even the mailbox, 
along with a garden that 
makes practical use out 
of  old packing crates left 
over from the defunct 
Thompson’s Furniture 
Store, which coupled with 
discarded hockey masks, 
combine to create a very 
unique kind of  fencing. 
Inside, the creativity 
continued with layers 
of  time peeled back, and 
salvaged material finding a 
new lease on life – including 
a chandelier made out of  light bulbs.

“I like finding things,” said Roxana. 
“I have more or less tried to strip off  
all of  the old paint that was on the 
doors and doorframes. What I am 
trying to experiment with is what 
is it to have something old against 
something crisp and new and just 
keep that collision happening? I love 
what happens and I like to have things 

and objects give me direction and tell 
me what they want to be and where 
they fit into the space.”

Valerie Otton subscribes to a 
similar philosophy at the Absalom 
Blaker House on Wellington Street, 
just west of  Larmont. This was the 
second year running in which she and 
her husband welcomed guests as part 

of  the Doors Open tour, 
but she bristled at the idea 
that she was welcoming 
guests into a “showplace.”

“This is not a showplace, 
we live here,” she said. 
“Last year it looked like a 
museum, but this year it 
looks like a home. We just 
want to show the heritage 
and history of  a home. 
These homes are just 
as beautiful as modern 
homes. This is quality and 

we love doing what we do.”
This beauty, however, was not 

always apparent, she said. When they 
bought the house it was subdivided 
into apartments. They quickly set 
about to rectify that, restoring it to its 
former glory, peeling back the paint, 
restoring the wood, and even finding 
mementos of  old Aurora – ranging 
from old newspapers to a Sisman’s 

shoe box, all proudly displayed on the 
dining room table – in the process.

“We love showing off  our house and 
we are really proud with what we have 
accomplished in trying to get it back 
to what it used to be, and we love it,” 
she said. “It was a disaster before…
but it is a solid house.”

One of  the people coming through 
the doors to see just what the Ottons 
have accomplished was MJ from 
Newmarket, who is drawn to Doors 
Open each year for the architecture. 
For her, there is so much people can 
learn from their own local history. 

She started the day with a walking 
tour around Aurora lead by local 
historian David Heard who, when 
leading his packed group through the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market, emphasised 
the importance of  historical salvage. 

“My favourite tidbit [I learned 
from the tour] is there were horse-
drawn train cars that brought product 
from the factories over the train line 
and, from the train, the product got 
shipped all over,” she said. “It made 
me really appreciate our local history 
and the impact Aurora had on the rest 
of  Canada, and even the world, with 
the Fleury ploughs and the shoes that 
were supplied to the military in the 
First World War.

Homeowners, businesses, and cultural groups 
put best feet forward for Doors Open

(First Row, From Left) Volunteers, like Arlene here at Town Park, fanned out across Downtown Auro-
ra to help crowds on their journeys. Heritage advocate David Heard displays an Eddie Shack hockey stick 
as part of his A Walk in their Shoes Walking Tour. Architect and artist Roxane Farrell shows off part of the  
inspiration behind the Blueprint House to crowds on a guided tour of her home.

(Second Row) Mingo Amyrian, Farsheed Ameryoun and Rob Stephenson show off the completely  
renovated interior of the former Hartman Corners School, one of the oldest existing Ontario schoolhouses, which is now on 
Wellington Street at Berczy. Gardener Dierdre Tomlinson shows off her famed Merlin’s Hollow garden. It was a destination for 
families of all ages.

(Third Row) Erika shows off her talent on the venerable Hillary House piano. At Petch House, recently restored and recon-
structed on John West Way, a display paying tribute to local early settlers was on display.

(Fourth Row) Valerie Otton shows off a vintage Sisman Shoes box, which was found during renovations of her Wellington 
Street East home known as the Absalom Blaker house.

(Fifth Row) Mayor Geoffrey Dawe has his photo snapped by Cindy Shaver at the Aurora Public Library, for an image which 
will then be superimposed into a historic image of Old Aurora. Artist Krista Arnold takes a break from showing off her exhibi-
tion, Shift, to do some painting with youngsters Emily and Dima at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Alison Collins-Mrakas and niece 
Afrodite also get into the fun at the Aurora Public Library.                                         Auroran photos by David Falconer and Brock Weir
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Hair Design
20 OFF 

• Colour • Cut • Hilight • Hair Extension & Perm 
• Relaxer & Braid  • Keratin Hair Straightener 

TO aLL mY CLIENTS, 
I invite you to visit me at my new location.

15504 Yonge St.           To make an appointment call: 
Aurora, ON. L4G 1P2    905.503.5010 OR 416.797.6427

$

Marie’s 

Air Conditioners & Himidifiers
Gas & Oil Heating Equipment

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Proceeds benefit local 
charities and not-for-profit 

organizations

905-503-0803

Aurora Village Plaza 

Gino

"Looking for a great service
at a great price? 

Visit the talented sta�  at 

CQ Hair Studio!"
Walk-ins Welcome 

OPEN SUNDAYS

cqhairstudio.com

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service
before the application, but there seemed to be a 
sense of  disbelief  after the letter actually arrived, 
informing them that he had indeed secured the 
scholarship for a whopping $60,000. 

“It was very moving and surprising for sure,” he 
tells The Auroran. “I am so honoured and happy to 
be representing a great group of  Schulich leaders. 
I think it is great for first year students coming 
into university.”

The Schulich 
Leadership Scholarships 
were established in 2001 by 
philanthropist Seymour 
Schulich. 75 students 
receive the award each 
year to put towards their 
undergraduate degrees 
in science, technology, 
engineering and math. 
According to the Leaders 
program, a $100 million 
endowment fund has been 
established to “create 
the next generation of  
technology innovators” in 
both Canada and Israel.

But a potential student 
has to display more than 
academic prowess in 
those very specific fields; 
nominees – and there 
were 1,147 this year – also 
have to demonstrate at 
least one other attribute, 
whether it is outstanding 
community, business, 
or entrepreneurial 
leadership, or financial 
need.

Weese’s outstanding 
contributions not only to 
the Country Day School 
community, but also to 
Aurora, helped seal the 
deal. 

“Mr. Weese’s 
philanthropic leadership 
and pursuit of  excellence stood out to the selection 
committee, said Seymour Schulich in a statement. 
“We congratulate Mr. Weese for being among 
the recipients and look forward to his future 
achievements.”

Having taken home many awards for his 
debating skills over the years, away from the 
podium Weese has been very active in raising 
both money and awareness for the Aurora-based 
Safehaven, which provides and assists in care 
for severely disabled children. First introduced 
to Safehaven through a school program, he 

and fellow students secured the organization a 
$5,000 grant, but they continued their work with 
Safehaven, with Weese eventually becoming their 
ambassador within the community.

“Giving back clicked for me when I was in Grade 
5,” Weese explains. “I was very sick in hospital 
for three weeks and missed a large portion of  my 
Grade 5 year. When I was in the hospital, I realised 
that there were kids around me who were a lot 
sicker than I was and I realised we need to help 

those people who are in 
need.”

His efforts started 
“small,” he said, with 
hospital fundraisers and 
participating in Me to We 
through Free the Children, 
but things really came to 
a head with Safehaven. 
He was instrumental in 
the charity’s fundraising 
efforts through Magna’s 
Wild Wild West Hoedown 
and, after meeting with 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, 
secured them a place as 
a benefiting organization 
in the annual Mayor’s 
Charity Golf  Tournament.

“It is just helping those 
people in need because 
the more you give back, 
the more you are going 
to get back with larger 
returns,” says Weese. “I 
have always believed that 
and I believe that helping 
others is important, and 
we have to do our role in 
the community to achieve 
that.”

With a $60,000 Leader 
Scholarship under his 
belt when he goes off  to U 
of  T this fall, Weese says 
he feels a certain extra 
kind of  responsibility 
when he walks through 

those doors. He says he wants to live up to the 
criteria which secured him the scholarship and 
get involved outside the classroom in a number of  
different areas. 

“I think there is a responsibility, but I am happy 
to pursue that,” he says. “I am honoured because 
not a lot of  people have this opportunity and I am 
very fortunate to be in a position going forward 
to pursue what I love and have this always with 
me and connect with current and former Schulich 
leaders who have a lot to bring to the table. It’s a 
great responsibility, but I am privileged for sure.”

Weese feels responsibility to live up to 
spirit of scholarship

Lukas Weese
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Arts & Culture

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of  
Family Law to resolve 

parenting, support,  
and property issues  

arising from  
separating families.  

A practitioner of Collaborative  
Family Law – a client  

controlled, lawyer assisted, 
out-of-court-process

focusing on achieving mutually 
acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney

Join the hardworking and dedicated team at this young and 
vibrant cultural centre that delivers exciting arts, culture and 
heritage programs and activities to our community – and 
beyond.  

This part-time position requires the successful candidate to 
work fl exible hours, including evenings from 4:00 pm; 
weekends; split-shifts and occasionally weekdays for staff 
training or coverage for program volumes.

For the full job description and application details, 
please visit our website   www.auroraculturalcentre.ca

Employment Opportunity 
Facility Supervisor

 

 

Summertime 
Blues? 

Black and Blue Fillings? There 
are several white options that 

are fast and easy…ask us! 

Making you smile in the                     
of Aurora 

 

Dr. Ron Goodlin 
 

15213 Yonge Street Aurora 

 (905) 72-Smile (727-6453) 

 
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry 

 

www.smiledental.ca 

 

The many Enchanted Evenings of 
Bud and Stella Switzer

By Brock Weir

“If  music be the food of  love, play on,” are 
words Orsino lived by in Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Night; but while it might be a philosophy 
shared by Aurora’s Bud and Stella Switzer, 
the music of  Rogers and Hammerstein have 
presented them with a veritable smorgasbord.

For decades, the long-time sweethearts have 
been united by a love of  dance and music, and 
it is this love that they have been working 
diligently to share with Aurorans through 
their work with the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. 

Bud and Stella are active members of  Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre’s “Evergreen Choir”, which is 
gearing up for another season next month on 
Wednesday, September 10. Lead by Dr. Richard 
Heinzle, the choir is active in the community 
well beyond the confines of  the Seniors’ Centre 
itself, boasting over 40 members. 

“Bud used to say that we should join a 
choir but we were always busy,” explains 
Stella. “When we came up to Aurora and he 
wasn’t working anymore, by accident we ran 
into a member of  the Seniors’ Centre and he 
mentioned the choir.”

After that, there was no turning back.
“I used to sing around the house – no words, 

just humming,” says Bud.
Adds Stella: “He would sing for sound and I 

always sang for words.”
So, there you have it – a dynamic, 

complementary combination!
Bud got his first taste of  singing as a child 

growing up in Hamilton, primarily through 
choirs at school and church. At that point he 
was a boy soprano. After moving to Toronto, he 
continued singing at church but, in his words, 
“never anything special.”

“I always liked to sing,” he says. “When 
I was a kid, I would sit on the verandah and 
I found I could imitate a fellow called Bobby 
Breen. When Hallowe’en came along, in order 
to get candy, I had to sing for the neighbours!”

Singing, however, ultimately had to take 
a back seat. After graduating high school, 
his parents split, and he had to start making 
money to support his mother and two brothers. 
After finding a job working in shipping and 
receiving in warehousing, he was looking for a 
way to blow off  some steam, when he eventually 
spotted his cousins dancing a jitterbug at a 
party. 

“I thought I would love to do that,” says 
Bud. “I went to a dance school and enrolled 
as a student. At one point, they had dance 
competitions and I figured I would pick the best 
dancer in the school and I latched onto Stella!”

“Bud went to Arthur Murray’s in Hamilton 
and then he came to Toronto and joined 
Arthur Murray there,” continues Stella. “I 
was working for the CNR in Toronto and used 
to pass Arthur Murray’s every day. I had a 
girlfriend who used to take me out dancing, 
which I hated, so I eventually went into Arthur 
Murray’s and that’s where we met.”

In the intervening decades, Stella and Bud 

have become a solid unit, 
encouraging each other 
along their respective 
creative paths, whether it 
has been dancing, singing, 
or painting. Together, they 
became medal dancing 
students, dancing teachers, 
and eventually North 
American champions 
throughout the Arthur 
Murray network. He also 
takes particular pride in 
the fact Stella was able to 
go back to school in her 
60s, earning her Masters 
Degree in French. 

While Stella continues 
to dance, a spine injury has 
led to Bud largely hanging 
up his dancing shoes. From 
there, he has zeroed back 
in on his love of  singing, 
taking part in Chartwell’s 
Senior Stars competition 
on a whim, eventually 
placing third from across 
Canada in a performance 
of  what has become his 
signature song “Some 
Enchanted Evening” from 
South Pacific. 

“With singing, I get 
satisfaction and a sense of  accomplishment,” 
says Bud. “When someone comes over and says 
you did well, or a song gets a standing ovation, 
that is a real thrill and that can sort of  turn 
you on!” 

And this feeling has spilled over into the 
Evergreen Choir.

“The Seniors’ Centre has been a real 
blessing to us,” he says. “We moved here 
from Scarborough and we weren’t too happy 
with our situation there. When we moved up 
here, we didn’t know anyone. My daughter 
eventually moved up here about five minutes 
away, had two children, so now we babysit the 
two grandchildren, the two dogs, and we feel a 
part of  the whole community.  The choir is fun, 
but many of  the songs are songs we have never 
heard before and are a real challenge to us.”

If  you would like to take up the challenge, the 
Evergreen Choir meets Wednesday, September 
10 beginning at 1.45 p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre. Membership is $20 
for Aurora residents and 
$25 for non-residents. For 
more information, call 905-
726-4767. Bud Switzer’s 
artwork is currently on 
display in the Skylight 
Gallery at Aurora Town 
Hall through August 29, 
alongside fellow Seniors’ 
Centre members Marlene 
Ash and Ron Lorenz. 

End your summer with 
“Superhero” movie parties  
next week

By Brock Weir

If  you’re looking for a special way 
to wrap up your summer vacation, 
dust off  your cape and head over for 
back-to-back Superhero parties as 
the grand finale of  the Movies in the 
Park season. 

The first of  two End of  Summer 
Superhero Parties gets underway 
next Tuesday, August 26 at Hickson 
Park on Borealis Avenue at Conover 
starting at 6 p.m. This screening will 
feature a screening of  “Superman: 
Man of  Steel.” 

The fun continues with the second 
installment on Thursday, August 28 
at 6 p.m. with a screening of  “The 
Amazing Spiderman” at Norm Weller 
Park. (McClellan Way, just east of  
Bathurst Street). 

Each evening will offer something 
for everyone – and new activities to 
keep kids and families wanting more, 
according to Shelley Ware, Special 
Events Coordinator for the Town of  
Aurora.

According to Ms. Ware, her 
department got the idea for back-
to-back Superhero parties through 
feedback from those who attended 
last year’s 
screenings.

“We had 
one Superhero 
movie last year 
and there was a 
huge demand to 
have a second 
one,” she says. 
“We went with 
b a c k - t o - b a c k 
screenings this 
year and chose to 
enhance it with 
some Superhero 
activities to 

make the entire movie experience 
unique, but also fun for all members 
of  the family. 

“There is going to be a bouncy 
castle, face painting, superhero 
crafts and some superhero games.”

Events like these forge and 
enhance community connections, 
Ms. Ware continues, noting that this 
might be the last chance for kids in 
the neighbourhood to get together 
before the school bell rings again in 
September. 

“This is a chance for kids to reunite 
with others they haven’t had a chance 
to see throughout the summer,” she 
says. “It was very evident last year 
hearing from the parents that this is 
something they really look forward 
to – seeing faces they don’t normally 
see gearing up for the big long 
weekend and the start of  the school 
year.”

Based on feedback from the 
screenings that have already taken 
place so far this year, Ms. Ware says 
she is eyeing the possibility of  having 
six separate screenings staggered 
throughout July and August and into 
early September in 2015.

Admission is free.

Originally united by dance, Bud and Stella Switzer keep the magic alive, sharing 
their love of song and dance to fellow seniors, and others, throughout Aurora 
and beyond.                                                                                    Auroran photo by Brock Weir

905.758.7877

NorthEast
construction
Design + Build + Renovate

C A L L  U S  F O R  A  Q U O T E
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Virtualization Colocation Managed Services 

Providing Cloud Based Solutions For Your Business 

www.runetworks.com 
 

905-727-7048
terryeckert@bell.net
www.terryeckert.ca

Terry Eckert
Sales Representative

Call or email for a complimentary 
& confi dential Home Marketing Analysis 

& Professional Home Staging 
Consultation...I’ll also outline my unique 

Decorating Works! bonus package.

Ed McNally goes full circle to land 
in Aurora Sports Hall of Fame

By Jake Courtepatte

For his skills and achievements on 
the soccer pitch, Ed McNally has been 
chosen as one of  two inductees for the 
“athlete” category in the Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame’s class of  2014.

Born in Glasgow, Scotland, McNally’s 
family came to Canada when he was just 
eleven. Originally settling in Richmond 
Hill, McNally’s move to Aurora in high 
school coincided with when he began to 
be recognized as the top of  his field.

At the age of  16 he joined the Aurora 
Hearts, the local men’s league team. It 
was with the Hearts that he was first 
scouted and recognized. The Hearts 
hosted an All-Star game against the 
Toronto Blizzard reserve 
squad of  the National 
Soccer League in 1988. The 
following year, McNally 
was drafted by the Blizzard. 

McNally’s professional 
club career was a whirlwind 
experience.

“Back then there wasn’t 
much security in a lot of  
the leagues, so leagues 
were constantly popping 
up and disappearing,” said 
McNally. “I think I played in 
every professional league 
there was back then. But 
most of  it is a great experience, to play 
the sport you love for a living. And 
getting the chance to represent your 
country obviously is, too.”

He got the opportunity a number 
of  times after getting on the Canadian 
youth program, starting with Olympic 
Qualifiers at the age of  20.

“It was incredible. There’s nothing 
better than wearing a Canada shirt and 
listening to your national anthem, no 
matter what sport it is. Any athlete can 
relate to that.”

McNally was fortunate enough to 
travel the world playing international 
soccer. Four years after turning pro, 
McNally saw Bermuda and Jamaica 
during Olympic Qualifiers. That same 
year, he received “quite the thrill” when 
he was called to the ‘A’ squad to face his 
home country of  
Scotland. A year 
later, he spent 
two weeks with 
the Canadian ‘B’ 
squad in China 
in 1984, playing in 
what was called 
the Great Wall 
Championship. 
He then toured 
Central America 
with the World 
Cup squad in 1987.

Despite the 
distance, McNally 
felt it was 
important to hold 
on to hometown 
connections.

“They’re your buddies, they played 
on the same team as you,” said McNally. 
“It was a long and fun route, but I always 
kept in contact with what was going on 
here.”

Professional and international 
accolades didn’t keep McNally from 
being humbled by the Hall of  Fame 
induction. He said he was “pretty 
shocked” to receive the phone call.

“I was very honoured,” said McNally. 
“It’s a great privilege, having grown up 
in the area. It was so many years ago, 
so you kind of  forget what you did, so 
I started going back in my scrapbooks. 
Just to look back on all the people 
you’ve met throughout the years brings 
back a lot of  memories.”

After his professional 
career, McNally’s passion 
for soccer came what he 
called “full circle”. He 
returned to the Aurora 
Soccer Club, taking on a 
player/coach role. Later he 
would play in the over-35’s 
Newmarket District Soccer 
League, where it all began.

After a number of  years 
with the Seniors Soccer 
Club, McNally’s focus is 
now on his daughter’s 
soccer career. After 
starting in Aurora, she has 

since been playing in Vaughan.
“When you’ve got kids, holy moley, 

it’s like five days a week. And nowadays 
they travel a lot further than we did 
when I was in the minor system.”

As for the local minor soccer 
program, McNally says he believes 
there is a lot of  talent left out there to 
be recognized.

“It’s jumped leaps and bounds from 
when we used to play. There are so 
many more kids in it now. It’s great 
to see, it gets the kids out, keeps them 
fit, and teaches them to be a team. Life 
lessons get learned from that.”

The induction ceremony will take 
place November 5 at The Mansion 
Events Centre in Aurora. More 
information can be found at www.
aurorashof.ca.

Aurora Rugby to Inaugurate  
Hall of Fame

By John Reich

The Aurora Barbarians Rugby 
Football Club will inaugurate its 
Hall of  Fame this Saturday with the 
induction of  eight individuals from its 
64 year history. 

The induction ceremony will include 
a gala dinner and tributes to the 
inductees for their achievements on 
behalf  of  the club.

The eight comprise a combination of  
playing greats, coaches, administrators 
and organizers, all of  whom served 
lengthy tenures with the club and most 
have crossed all of  the considered 
categories. 

The first class of  nominees is 
highlighted by John Brown, a former 
teacher at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary 
School, who introduced rugby not only 
to the school in 1962 but also to the 
Aurora Community when he helped to 
organize the Aurora Yorks Rugby Club, 
a predecessor to the current Barbarians 
organization. The Club describes Mr. 
Brown as “the father of  rugby in York 
Region.”

The other inductees include former 
National Team captain Ian MacMillan; 
former National 7s captain Marco 
Di Girolamo; Toronto Barbarians’ 

founding member and Ontario cap 
Tony Earl; High school coach and 
representative player Nigel Toy; Player 
and administrative standout with 
predecessor club York County RFC, 
Stephen Marsland; Accomplished 
Junior coach and club promoter 
Nicholas Mitchell; and, former club 
president John Reich. Brown, Earl and 
Reich are also members of  the Ontario 
Rugby Hall of  Fame.

Steve Hall, club vice-president and 
architect of  the Hall of  Fame initiative 
remarked, “It is a great pleasure to 
announce the Inaugural Inductees 
into the Aurora Barbarians RFC Hall 
of  Fame. The Hall of  Fame committee 
was made up of  high profile Barbarians 
from all areas and generations of  the 
Club. The committee received many 
worthy nominations and hundreds 
of  votes in support of  nominees. The 
Inductees are outstanding examples of  
the Baa Baa spirit and heritage. 

“Their support of  rugby and their 
teammates over six decades is what 
makes our game so special.”

The induction ceremony will 
take place at the LeParc Banquet 
facility in Richmond Hill. Tickets are 
available through the club’s website: 
aurorabarbarians.com.

16885 Leslie Street | Newmarket, Ontario | L3Y 9A1 
905.895.2366 | pfaffvw.com

2014 Jetta
Up to

$2,750cash discount
on many 2014
Jetta models*

Or

0% 84APR up to
months on 2014
Jetta 2.0L Trendline**

PERFEKT ENGINEERING. PERFEKT PRICE.
Offers end September 2.

*Limited time discount on cash purchase only of select new and unregistered 2014 models remaining in dealer inventory. Example: discount of $2,750/$4,000 available on 2014 Jetta 2.0L Comfortline without rearview camera / 2014 Tiguan 2.0T (excluding FWD model) with 5/6-speed manual/automatic transmission, to be applied against the fi nal negotiated price. Discount varies by model. **Limited time fi nance purchase off er available 

through Volkswagen Finance, on approved credit, based on a new and unregistered 2014 Jetta 2.0L Trendline (excluding TDI, Hybrid and GLI models) / Tiguan FWD base model with 5/6-speed manual/automatic transmission remaining in dealer inventory with base MSRP of $16,385/$26,600 ($15,285/$26,100 after $1,100/$500 VW contribution), including $1,395/$1,610 freight and PDI, fi nanced at 0% APR for 84 months equals 182 

bi-weekly payments of $84/$144. $591/$691 down payment, including $29 EHF (tires), $100 a/c levy (Tiguan only), $5 OMVIC fee, $58 PPSA fee and up to $499 dealer administrative fee, due at signing. Cost of borrowing is $58 for a total obligation of $15,876/$26,791. License, insurance, registration, options and applicable taxes are extra. Dealer trade may be necessary. Offers end September 2, 2014 and are subject to change or 

cancellation without notice. Models shown: 2014 Jetta 1.8 TSI Highline, $27,518 / Tiguan 2.0T Highline R-Line, $42,433. Vehicles may not be exactly as shown. Visit pfaffvw.ca or your Pfaff Volkswagen for details. “Volkswagen”, the Volkswagen logo, “Volksfest”, “Das Auto & Design”, “CC”, “Jetta”, “Tiguan” and “Trendline” are registered trademarks of Volkswagen AG. © 2014 Volkswagen Canada.

Sport Aurora Breakfast of 
Champions Spotlight: Storm Vortex 
15U girls capped a fantastic year winning 
both Provincial and National titles in 2014

By Bruce Stafford

Practicing twice a week, as well as 
playing up in the older division, these 
young ladies progressed throughout 
the year.

There were many ups and downs, but 
in the end the team put it all together 
to play their best volleyball of  the year 
when it mattered the most.   

They were able to adapt to learning 
from three different coaches, all with 
unique styles. They had terrific parental 
support from the sidelines. Most of  all 
they had “heart” and “desire”!

These were the key ingredients 
that lead to the girls winning 
both the Provincial and National 
Championships.  At both championship 
tournaments they were very resilient 
and resourceful in each game and 
match. 

At the provincial tournament they 

faced a rival team from Durham on the 
first day of  competition and lost the 
match finishing second in their pool.  
The next day they went undefeated to 
set up a semifinal match against that 
same Durham team.  This time they 
prevailed, drawing upon their defeat 
in their previous meeting.  They then 
carried that momentum right into the 
final and won it two sets to one against 
a strong team from Halton.  

At the National Championships 
in Sherbrooke, Quebec the girls put 
together a string of  fantastic matches 
going undefeated throughout the 
tournament.  They faced a rival team 
from Mississauga in the semifinal 
match that they lost to in their previous 
three meetings.  They won a close match 
in three sets and then beat a Toronto 
team in the final to capture the Eastern 
National Championships.

A perfect ending to a perfect year!

There’s nothing better 
than wearing a 
Canada shirt 

and listening to your 
national anthem, 
no matter what 

sport it is. 
Any athlete can 
relate to that.
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* 2 car parking is only available on select homes. Some homes include lot and parking premiums. See Sales Representative for details. Prices, programs and specifications are subject to change without notice. Brokers Protected. E.&O.E. All brand 
names, logos, images, text and graphics are copyright of the owners, The Daniels Corporation, and reproduction in any form, without prior written permission, is strictly prohibited.

DON’T WAIT 
CALL OR VISIT US TODAY!

905-821-0822
danielsf irsthome.ca

OPEN HOUSE 
THIS WEEKEND 

FROM 12pm – 4pm

2 STOREY - 2 & 3 BEDROOM DESIGNS

30, 60

MOVE-INS!
& 90 DAY

TOUR 
A MODEL OF EVERY HOME DESIGN BEFORE YOU BUY!

DOWN!

BUY WITH

5

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD

15917 Bayview Ave.
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PRESENTATIONCENTRE 

PRESENTATION CENTRE 
15917 BAYVIEW AVE., AURORA

  HOURS
Monday to Wednesday  12 - 8PM  

Closed Thursday and Friday
Saturday and Sunday 12 - 6PM

THE BEST NEW 
HOME VALUE IN 
AURORA TODAY!  

ACTUAL MODEL PHOTOGRAPHY

FULLY-BUILT CONDO TOWNHOMES IN 2 GREAT LOCATIONS!
FirstHomeTM Aurora at John West Way is located 

on John West Way, south of Hollidge Boulevard.
FirstHomeTM Aurora at Lewis Honey is located  

at Bayview Avenue and St. John’s Sideroad.

Actual Photograph

FROM THE MID $300,000s

TOUR OUR MODEL HOMES

   5 free appliances
   Free window coverings
   Free ROGERS® Bundle for 1 year 
   2 car parking*
   Air conditioning
   Daniels quality construction   
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IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION 

REGARDING
2014/2015 REGISTRATION 

In house registration at our office at ACC1 
will be available on the following dates:

 Wednesdays, August 6, 13, 20 and 27 from 7-9pm

REGISTRATION fees for the 2014/2015 season are: 

$655.00  Players born 1994 through 2008*
$555.00 All new players to the association born 1994 – 2008*
$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*First time registrants in Tyke born in 2007 and 2008 must register 
in person and submit a copy of a birth certificate and pro

of of residency. 

It is recommended that 2008 players have either 
taken skating lessons or completed one year of Opti Hockey.

 
PLAYERS MUST BE REGISTERED 

PRIOR TO ANY TRYOUTS 
FOR AAA OR ANY AMHA 

REP/SELECT TEAM. 

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.
*Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

Refunds (less $25 admin fee) will be issued to anyone 
withdrawing prior to September 1, 2014.

Coaching applications for our Select program 
(Tyke – Midget) are now available on our website.

NEW REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

https://omhahockeyparent.respectgroupinc.com/secure/
The Ontario Minor Hockey Association has mandated 

that one parent per family must complete the 
online “Respect In Sport” 

– Parent Program in order for their child 
to be rostered 

to an AMHA team this season

Aurora Minor
Hockey 

Association

proof of residency.

Advertorial

Who do I support?
Chris McNair, PGA of Canada

Head Professional Meadowbrook G&CC

Golf  is a 
wonderful game 
that can be played 
from an early age 
and well into your 
senior years. Truly 
a lifelong passion 
for many.  This 
comes with a price 
tag of  course, and 
players have to 
make choices on 
what equipment 
they need and 
where to get it.

Back in the late 
eighties and early nineties the options 
were limited with your local golf  course 
or ‘green grass’ golf  shops as the main 
one stop shop.  Those days are long gone 
and now the competition is fierce. 

I’m not going to lobby for one over the 
other, however, I will encourage some 
extra thought on how one spends their 
discretionary golf  dollars. 

The first consideration is buying 
from online used goods sites.  The deals 
can be unbelievable, but there is a risk 
as the authenticity of  the products is 
becoming a growing concern, as recently 
documented on the Golf  Channel.

The big box stores are impressive. 

So much selection 
with some great 
pricing on dated 
products.  They have 
done a very nice job 
of  promoting the 
game and making it 
easy to get started.  
Yes, they gave hurt 
the green grass 
shops, however, it 
is a reality that hits 
many retail sectors.

Now the Green 
Grass shops.  Yes, 
I own my own golf  

shop, so I’ll try to remain neutral.  Why 
choose these shops for your equipment?  
In general, these shops should provide 
great personal touches and will ensure 
you are purchasing the right product.  
Often, the overall success of  the club 
relies on support from the golfers that 
play there on a regular basis.  Although 
the selection may be as diverse, they 
will stand behind their product and 
keep your overall club experience at the 
forefront each and every day.

All three options have their merit.  
Ultimately we want people to continue 
playing the game and having as much 
fun as possible..    

This Week’s Golf Tip 

U18 Barbarians move to TRU Plate 
Championship semifinals

By Jake Courtepatte

Both the Under-18 “A” and “B” 
Aurora Barbarians rugby squads are 
heading to the semifinals of  the Toronto 
Rugby Union Plate Championship.

The quarterfinals kicked off  last 
Thursday with the “B” squad set to 
open against the Vaughan Yeomen 
in the early game. However, a lack 
of  available players forced Vaughan 
to forfeit the match, automatically 
sending the Barbs to the next round.

The only match of  the night would 
be the Barbarians A squad facing off  
against the Toronto Saracens, a team 
they had yet to see all year. With few 
injuries, the Barbs came into the 
game perhaps as strong as they were 
all season, along with the addition 
of  Team Ontario players like Keaton 
Porter.

The Barbs came out strong on the 
cold and rainy August night, scoring 
four tries in the first half  while 
maintaining a shutout in their own 

end. After another outpouring of  
offense in the second, the Barbs would 
take the game by a final score of  57 – 0.

After starting the season 0 – 3, the 
Barbs rallied late to finish in third 
place in the division with a respectable 
3 – 3 record, missing the provincial 
playoffs by two points.

Barbarian Luke Travell credits plain 
old practice for the team’s success at 
the midpoint of  the season.

“We started off  the season with 
some new players, and were getting low 
attendance at practice,” said Travell. 
“But we had a really good practice last 
week and really came together.”

Travell scored two tries in the high-
scoring win over Toronto.

“We cleaned it up. The referee even 
commented on how our game was a lot 
tighter than we’ve played earlier in the 
season.”

The Barbs’ hard work has not gone 
unnoticed by coaching staff, as head 
coach Sandy Townsend said it’s good 
to see his team “finally gelling”.

“Over time, some guys have really 
grown into the positions we put them 
in, and that’s with the support of  their 
teammates. Are we at our best? I don’t 
know, this was the first that we haven’t 
had somebody new come to practice. 
So, we’re still coming together, but it’s 
a perfect time, and we’ve certainly got 
lots of  momentum.”

The Barbarians now face two semi-
final matches this week, with the “A” 

squad hosting the Markham Irish 
and the ‘B’ squad hosting the Ajax 
Wanderers. Both games will be held 
at Fletcher’s Field in Markham.

“We’re looking for the win,” said 
Travell. “We won the tournament last 
year, so we’re definitely looking for a 
repeat.”

For more information, visit www.
aurorabarbarians.com.

Mosquito Jays are York Simcoe Regional 
champs, moving to Provincials

The York Simcoe Regional 
Championships for Minor Mosquito 
Baseball were held this weekend with 
the Aurora Jays facing off  against the 
Bolton Braves in a 2 out of  3 series to 
see who earned the right to represent 
York/Simcoe in the Ontario Baseball 
Association Provincial Championships 
(OBAs), Labour Day weekend in 
Woodstock, Ontario.

In their first game on Saturday 
morning, after a slow start and initially 
trailing 6-3, the Jays defence and offence 
kicked in and they rallied and won the 
game 16-6.

Game 2 was not played until Sunday 
morning due to rain and Aurora came 

out strong, staking an early lead.  
Although trailing early on, a very 
tough Bolton squad never gave up; 
however Aurora prevailed, ultimately 
winning the game 11-8 and taking the 
series 2 games to nil to be declared the 
York Simcoe champions and earning 
the right to represent York/Simcoe in 
the OBAs.

Congratulations and good luck in 
the Provincial Championships to team 
members Spencer Thomson, Matt 
Gianforcaro, Dylan Vasilevski, Jakob 
Israel, Griffin Kinahan, Sam White, 
Aidan Edmunds, Claire Johnson, Matt 
Keiser, Josh McLeod, Brayden Baird 
and Ethan Sanchez.

The U18 Aurora Barbarians squads have moved on to the TRU Plate semifinals 
after wins last Thursday.                                           Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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//////ZONE
TEEN

WHERE TEENS CAN LEARN, TEACH & GROW

905-726-4132

February. 8th for 4 Saturdays 
Next CourSeS Start:

Driver  
Training  
for Life

Aurora High School Student Alexandra 
Sweny is having a busy summer, but she is not 
complaining as she is enjoying every minute 
of it.  

 She turned seventeen in June and works 
7 – 14 hours every week at the Aurora Library 
where she sorts through books and puts books 
back on the shelves.  

In addition to the library, she is also em-
ployed at Promotive Communications, this 
summer, which is a publishing company that is 
located in Aurora. She works at this location on 
average 20 hours a week and is happy to learn 
the business. She is looking forward to writing 
transcripts during her employment there.  

She is busy this summer, but she is not 
complaining and she is learning and growing 
and enjoying herself.  

Studies have shown that teens that work 
evenings, weekends and throughout summer 
holidays have greater success while they are 
doing their part-time employment as well as 
later on in life. This is because exposure to work 
helps teens understand and appreciate the 
responsibility of earning their own money which 
can be used towards post secondary expenses, 
or their own extra-curricular activities. As well, 
it helps teens to learn to take instruction in a 
work place and be given tips of how to improve 
through exposure with their job.  

Teens earning money by working develop 
a responsible fi nancial attitude and appreciation 
for their efforts and an understanding of what 
their parents have done for years. Going to work 

every day throughout the summer and coming 
home tired at the end of the day prepares them 
for full time work later in life.  

 As well, part-time and summer employment 
looks very good on a resume because it shows 
initiative on behalf of the teen. This type of em-
ployment can be used as a reference later in life 
when they are seeking full time employment. It 
has been proven that teens that have worked 
part-time throughout their high school years are 
likely to be hired more quickly for a full time job 
than those that did not.   

Sweny is taking a week off this summer to 
spend some time with her family when they 

will be taking a driving trip to the east coast. 
Included in the family trip will be a visit to the 
University of Kings College located in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia.  

Sweny will be going back to Aurora High this 
coming fall, but is planning for her University 
education where she is thinking of taking 
Journalism. She has not planned out her full 
time career at this point. “I’m not completely 
sure what I want to do yet, but I love reading 
and writing” said Sweny. 

■ WRITTEN BY CHRIS MCGOWAN

Youth engagement 
committee 

These volunteer positions will help make a 
difference in the community of Aurora and the 
objective of these positions is as follows;

 To provide assistance in developing new 
programs that would involve youth.

To liaise between the community itself and 
youth to communicate ongoing needs.

To encourage youth involvement with pro-
grams that is run by the Town of Aurora.

Involvement and encouragement of partici-
pation at the Youth Centre.

To look out for local sponsorship
The youth engagement committee is ex-

pected to meet every 2nd and 4th Wednes-
day of each month starting in September 
and will be meeting through till the end of the 
school year.  

Volunteer work is a fulfi lling way to give 
your personal time to your community.  It can 
help you develop your own personal skills 
as a Youth Engagement Committee member 
and will allow you to have experience that can 
be added to your resume.  There is always 
something that you can learn from the experi-
ence as well as something that you can give. 

Volunteering is highly regarded and could 
earn you an opportunity for employment fur-
ther along your career path.  Simply put, it 
looks good and shows initiative and involve-
ment and allows you as a teen or youth to 
have future doors opened with either part-
time work as you continue on your education-
al path of completing high school and moving 
on to the post secondary education or even 
your full time work experience. 

Volunteer work can also lead to paid po-
sitions, possibly within the Town of Aurora, 

or affi liated groups.  Often employment is 
obtained by networking or being exposed to 
new environments, there is so much to learn 
out there and volunteering can only broaden 
your horizons.  

This role is new to the Town of Aurora and 
youth that are interested will be interviewed 
for the position and must submit a vulnerable 
sector screening test.  

Other towns in York Region have imple-
mented a similar program and have had great 
success with it.  The Town of Aurora is hope-
ful that this will hold true for them as well.  
What a great way to become involved with the 
community by giving some time and having a 
say as well. 

If you are interested in volunteering and 
being a member of the Youth Engagement 
Committee – go to http://www.aurora.ca/
Thingstodo/Pages/Youth-Engagement-Com-
mittee.aspx and fi ll out the application form 
or contact the appropriate numbers to inquire 
about these opportunities. 

                     ■ WRITTEN BY CHRIS MCGOWAN

          ...this summerKEEPING      BUSY 

The Town of Aurora has implemented a new Youth Engagement Committee 
where youth from the ages of 12 and 17 can volunteer their services.  
They are specifically looking for volunteers, boys or girls to fill nine spots.  Six 
spots have already been filled and three volunteer spots are still open.

It’s that time of year again. Anoth-
er generation is off for their fi rst year 
of university. High school has been 
graduated, diplomas kissed and caps 
thrown with joy, cheer, and just a hint 
of sadness. Now is the time for eigh-
teenth birthdays, growing up, moving 
out, and saying goodbye to one’s old 
way of life. But is saying goodbye real-
ly that easy? 

High school, as crazy as it was, 
was full of faces that we have known 
since kindergarten. We have learned, 
grown, and matured with the same 
people for twelve years. From grade 
school to now, every new experience, 
every bump in the road, every change 
of friends, every tear, and every good 
time, was shared with the same few 
people

And alas, now, as it is time to say 
goodbye, I wonder if letting go really 
is as easy as it seems. I moved from 
England to Canada when I was seven, 
and at the time, communicative tech-
nology was only up and coming. How-
ever, since the move, I have managed 
to stay in touch with my best childhood 
friend, and still talk to her, and visit 
her to this day.  We wrote each other 
letters, which eventually evolved into 
phone calls, msn, facebook, and now 
skype. I constantly wonder if we would 
have stayed as close as we are, if it 
weren’t’t for these leaps in technology.

Moving on to university, I face the same 
challenge as I did ten years ago. Can 
I stay in contact with my friends, and 
if so, can we keep the bond that only 
high school can forge? When asked, 
most graduated teenagers shared 
the same thoughts when it came 
to keeping friends, and the impact 
of technology in their relationships.
 

“I plan to keep a few of my friends,” 
says Miranda Szuberwood. “A specifi c 
few because I feel it would be diffi cult 
to go through a new experience with-
out them. They’re comfortable. I don’t 
want to forget about my high school 
friends because they’ve been a big 
part of my life,” says Bailey Hooper.  
“But I feel like it’s going to be hard be-
cause we’ll all be living different lives.”  
When asked if she thought technology 
increased the ability to stay in contact, 
Sam Cunningham said, “Yes, but it 
also harms it, because sometimes it 
makes things too easy, like forgetting 
to reply. It’s too easy to forget to reply.” 

It was also general consensus that 
letter writing is too old fashioned, for it 
takes to much energy, effort and “you 
have to pay,” said Miranda Szuber-
wood.  

So will we stay in touch? It seems 
that it can’t be decided for certain who 
will stay, regardless of technology. 
For, as Charlie Weaver wisely stat-
ed, “I want to stay in touch, but I also 
know that some relationships only last 
for seasons, and now, some may be 
over.”

To live will be 
an Awfully 
Big adventure

By 
AURORA RESIDENT 
ANN-BERNICE 
THOMAS

RECENT GRADUATE 
OF AURORA HIGHL

School can 
be easier. 

Correct the 
root of the 
problem.

Call 905-853-3363 
learningability.org

If learning is a problem... 
we have a solution.

Licensed and certified DavisTM facilitator

School 
can 
be 

easier.

Correct the root 
of the problem. 

Call 905-853-3363
learningability.org

August 25 for 4 Days
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www.noizeboyz.com 
905-751-0626

265 Edward St. Unit 16, Aurora

CAR AUDIO AND VIDEO 

Noize BoyzNoize Boyz
Custom Home Audio

from 

$169.99 
INSTALLED

REMOTE  CAR STARTERS

If learning is a problem... we have a solution.

Break free NOW from Learning Disabilities. 
905-853-3363

maureen@learningability.org

www.learningability.org
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Local archer strikes provincial 
gold at Ontario Summer Games

PeeWee Jays fall early in annual 
CNE baseball tournament

By Jake Courtepatte

15-year old archer Hayden Edwards 
made the trek to Windsor last weekend 
to compete in the Ontario Summer 
Games, Ontario’s largest multi-sport 
event now in its 44th year.

Amidst some strong competition, 
Edwards was able to take home 
provincial gold in only his first year of  
competing outdoors.

Held in Windsor from August 7 to 
10, the Ontario Summer Games (OSG) 
was described by team manager Lynn 
Acri as “a stepping stone for young 
athletes.” 

While Edwards had recently 
competed in the US Nationals for 
archery in Ohio, he said he found 
the OSG to be more of  a “taste of  the 
Olympics”.

“It was a better feel for a wide-
range event,” said Edwards. “With all 
the different sports there, and seeing 
different athletes from different sports, 
it had that vibe.”

Growing up in Aurora, Edwards 
focused his athletics on minor hockey. 
When his uncle bought him his first 
bow three years ago, rep hockey stood 
in the way.

“I never really got a chance to use 
it,” said Edwards. “Then one day we 
got a hold of  my uncle’s coach, and I 
guess she just paid a lot of  attention to 
me. I picked it up well.”

Edwards now plays house league 
hockey on weekends, choosing to put 
his focus on his archery.

Edwards’ uncle is Rob Rusnov, 
former Olympic archer and two-
time Pan-Am Games gold medalist. 
Under the wing of  Rusnov and 
Canadian Olympic Archery coach 
Joan McDonald, Edwards shot strong 
in the Cadet division of  17 and under. 
He finished with a final score of  1,578, 
almost 100 points ahead of  second 
place.

According to Edwards, the gold 
medal was the culmination of  hard 
work and support from those close to 
him.

“I think it was everything. My 
coach was supportive, my uncle was 
supportive, and my whole family was 
very supportive. They encourage me to 
keep doing it.”

When asked about his future in 
archery, Edwards admits that the 
Olympics are already on his mind.

“I’ve been thinking about it, and I 
think it would be a really cool thing. 
It’s something that’s always there.”

As for now, Edwards is looking to 
shoot in as many tournaments as he 
can to keep excelling.

The Central Zone Team, comprised 
of  archers from Simcoe, Dufferin, 
Peel, Toronto, and Waterloo, combined 
for four gold, one silver and two bronze 
medals at the Games.

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Jays PeeWee baseball 
team traveled to Toronto Monday 
morning to kick off  their first ever 
entry in the annual Lions CNE PeeWee 
Baseball Tournament.

With the Canadian National 
Exhibition already underway, this 
marks the 58th year of  what is the 
oldest and most prestigious event of  its 
kind in Ontario for 12-13 year olds.

Having made the finals of  their 
home tournament in May of  this year 
and finishing third in the Bolton minor 
baseball tournament at the end of  June, 
both the coaches and athletes made the 
trip to Toronto with high hopes.

The Jays met the Oshawa 

Legionnaires in the first game of  the 
single-elimination tournament, a team 
that finished 13 – 6 in the Eastern 
Ontario Baseball Association.

The Jays pitchers were exhausted 
having played multiple games over the 
weekend, making it difficult for the 
team to do what coach Mark Elbaum 
calls “burn an arm” – have one pitcher 
throw 75-80 pitches before resting up for 
later in the tournament.

Despite a strong showing, their 
tournament run was over after one 
game as they fell to Oshawa 8 – 4.

The PeeWee Jays now head to 
Burlington for the Ontario Baseball 
Association Championships on Labour 
Day Weekend, to represent the York-
Simcoe Baseball Association.

Email a brief description and pictures to heather@caledoncitizen.com 
with “Car Show” in the subject line.

Tell us about it.
Your Car Show could be featured in Motoring

Having a 
Car Show?

Aurora archer Hayden Edwards, centre, celebrates his gold medal win at the 
 Ontario Summer Games last week.                                                          Submitted photo
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-------Start your Martial Arts Journey today!------- 

 

 
Our low-cost Introductory Program is a great way to begin your martial arts education. 

� 3 private classes 
� Evaluation for white belt, 
� Complete Karate uniform  

 

Benefits: 
Increases Confidence & Self-Esteem 
Improves Concentration & Academic  Performance  
Enhances Self-Discipline 
Great Exercise and Fun for the Entire Family 

 
 
 
  

   

Ballet | Jazz | Tap | Acrobatics | Modern | Hip Hop  Lyrical | Musical Theatre  

Fall Classes Start September 6th
Competitive Tryouts:
• August 21 & 28 from 5–7pm
Fall Registration At The Studio:
• August 11–15 from 10am–4pm
• August 18–19 & 22 from 12–4pm
• August 20–21 from 12–8pm
• August 27–28 from 3–8pm
• September 2–4 from 3–8pm

• Competitive & Recreational Classes
• Annual Recital & Summer Camps

• Spring & Summer 8-Week Sessions
• Award Winning Studio

• Open Since 2001 
• 5800 Sq. Ft. Facility with 3 Studios

• Large Viewing Windows
• Kitchen, Spacious Change 

Room & Playroom

Register Anytime by phone or email!
www.northernlightsdance.com

studio@northernlightsdance.com
5 Vata Crt., Unit 1 & 2, Aurora | 905-713-0555

ADAPT Certified 

REGISTER ON-LINE at 

www.auroraskatingclub.com

Teaching Skating in Aurora for Over 60 Years!

Thursday, Sept. 4th, 2014 
from 6pm to 8pm 

In person at: 

Aurora Family Leisure Complex Rink 

135 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora 

New Skating Offi ce at the back of Rink 

905.713.1442 
email: info@auroraskatingclub.com

SKATING PROGRAMS 
• For Boys & Girls Ages 3 & up

• Learn to Skate • CanSkate • StarSkate 

• Skate Canada Test Stream 

• Competitive Programs 
AFLC Rink 

OPEN 
during 

Renovation 

Not-for-Profi t Club  •  Fully sanctioned by Skate Canada

 

 

 

 

FOR

FALL REGISTRATION GUIDE
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Youth, from age 3 to adult, we provide a memorable dance experience

Dance class sizes are limited to ensure personal attention

All teachers are fully qualified professionals & members of various 
dance associations including:; I.S.T.D., C.D.T.A, R.A.D. & P.A.E.C.       

 Dance Birthday Parties and Teacher Training Programs             

All studios feature state of the art sound equipment, sprung 
dance floors, parent viewing, mirrors & proper ballet barres

Numerous community event performance opportunities

Competitive Performance Program

Exam & Freestyle classes in Acro Dance, Classical Ballet, Pointe, 
Contemporary, Hip Hop, Modern, Lyrical, Tap, Jazz, Latin & Salsa

We are committed to inspiring and nurturing individuality 
and talent in a personal and friendly manner 
Come and find out why so many families choose YDA!

Aurora
305 Industrial Parkway S. 

Units 19 & 20 
905-726-1241

Stouffville
30 Innovator Avenue 

Unit 1
905-640-6082

17665 Leslie Street, Unit 2 
(Colour Town Plaza)

905-836-4939

Newmarket

Join us on August 26th & 27th at all 
locations for FREE dance classes 

and in person registration.

Turning Dreams into Realities

Drive on and on... and on and on

Pfaff Volkswagen 
Select Inventory Sale

Pfaff Volkswagen offers a large inventory featuring a mix of all makes 
and models alongside our Certified Pre-Owned Volkswagens. 

Stock # Year Year Model Transmission Colour KM List Price Sale Price*

V8235 (DEMO) 2013 VW Golf 6sp Auto Blue Graphite 23,000 $27,089 $23,989

17245 2013 VW Jetta TDI 6sp DSG Auto Platinum Grey 26,700 $27,089 $23,595

X17393 2012 VW Beetle 6sp Manual Black 17,406 $25,954 $24,500

17206A 2012 VW CC 6sp DSG Auto Deep Black 60,103 $24,954 $24,900

17483 2011 VW Tiguan 6sp Auto Apline Grey 34,453 $23,718 $22,718

X17293 2011 Audi S4 S-Tronic Auto Ibis White 77,593 $39,049 $36,995

X17336 (US car) 2011 Audi A4 6sp Auto Ice Silver 86,690 $24,995 $23,900

17326 2011 Toyota Rav 4WD Automatic Alpine White 79,980 $19,895 $18,895

17352 2011 Lincoln MKS AWD Automatic Pearl White 113,812 $24,574 $23,995

X17343 2012 Audi A4 6sp Manual Brilliant Black 68,828 $26,754 $24,995

X17324 2013 BMW 328i Automatic Imperial Blue 39,768 $37,719 $36,595

V8613A 2011 Hyundai Sonata GL 6sp Manual Harbour Grey 66,568 $12,054 $11,595

Pfaff Volkswagen
16885 Leslie Street | Newmarket, ON | L3Y 9A1
905.895-2366 | pfaffvw.com

*All prices are subject to HST and Licensing.

Sale ends August 31st, 2014

Our 112-point inspection and quality pre-owned 
cars will keep you on the road for years to come.

                                School of Dancing

ACROBATICS • HIP HOP 
BALLET • JAZZ • TAP 

MUSICAL THEATRE 
CONTEMPORARY 

COMPETITIVE AND RECREATIONAL 
AGES 3 AND UP 

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL CLASSES: 
By phone: 905-727-5494 or at the Studio 

august 27-28, Noon - 6pm  September 3–4, 4-8pm

Call for more information, drop by, check us on facebook or at 

WWW.JAYMORSCHOOLOFDANCING.COM
15 Furbacher Lane, Aurora

GUIDE
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FASTEST GROWING 
COMPANY in the 
history of  relationship 
marketing. $100 Million 
our first year in one 
country one product. 
Be one of  the first in 
Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Willing to take chances 
and learn from your peers

Sales Driven

Great Personal Skills

Marketing and/or  
Communication education

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Karin Rossi
Vice President Sales, Marketing,  
Business Development
karin@lpcmedia.ca

Students Welcome

Deadline: FRIDAY 4 pm week prior to publication.        905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

BUSINESS SERVICES

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445
HIRING  

EXPERIENCED
 LINE COOKS 

Please email resume to 
info@awshucks.ca 

or apply within. 
15230 Yonge Street Aurora. 

905-727-5100

CALLING
ALL

CARRIERS!
The THE AURORAN is currently seeking 
newspaper carriers to deliver once a week.

Call Céphise  416-505-2770 or  
email: cc@cephisecuming.com

 

Route  A-15
Cabot Crt., Aurora Heights 
Dr., Laurentide Ave., 
Illingworth Crt., Bigwin Dr., 
Ottawa Crt. - 119 houses

Route A-27
Machell Avenue, Irwin Ave-
nue – 39 houses

Route B-5
Spruce Street, Catherine 
Ave, Maple St, Mark Street, 
Odin Crescent - 172 hous-
es (can be divided into 2 
routes)

Route B-8
Catherine Ave, Fleury St, 

Walton Dr, Birch Crt, Centre 
St, Centre Cres – 110 
houses

Route D-16
Temperance Street, Reuben 
Street, Ransom Court -  63 
houses

Route D-27
Patrick Drive, Webster 
Drive, Hutchinson Road, 
Richardson Drive - 108 
houses

Route D-28b
Richardson Drive (part of), 
Lee Gate - 69 houses

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL/PART TIME POSITIONS
Buyer / Purchaser –
Metal Fabrication Plant – $50K
Senior Contract Administrator –
New Homes – $55k
CNC, Water Jet Operators –
Days, Nights
Sales Manager – Pure Water 
Systems – $70k
Plumbing Apprentice – In home 
installations
CNC Lathe Operator – Urgent
– Bolton
Outside- Yard Forklift Operator
Mechanical Assemblers
Farm Machinery Mechanic
Reception – Weston
Inventory Clerk – Weston

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

AURORAN REFERENCE # 17
WEEK OF MAY 28, 2007

PROOF # 17

Ad proof for MAY 28, 2007 issue of The Auroran Community Newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Tuesday.
THE DEADLINE FOR ANY AND ALL AD MATERIAL IS 7 DAYS (ONE WEEK) PRIOR TO PUBLICATION DATE

Any alterations to the ad must be approved by Friday 5 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is.
The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Thursday at 5 p.m.

Thank you for your co-operation.
Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300 or Classifieds at 905-727-7128

Fax: 905-727-2620

To accommodate your parties, 
Banquets & other Social Functions.

HourGlass

D.J. Service

 Brad Snell 905-868-9621

E-mail: bradhour@yahoo.ca
(Reasonable rates)

MICHAEL’S YARD 
M A I N T E N A N C E , 
Grass Cutting, Gardens, 
Yard Cleanup, Window 
Washing, Eavestrough 
Cleaning, Interlock…
and much more. 905-235-
6253.

BUSINESS SERVICESGARAGE SALE

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT. 3 Bedroom upper 
– newly renovated, sepa-
rate entrance. Yard and 
parking. Available August 
1. Walk to GO station. No 
pets/no smoking. $1600 
all inclusive. 905-727-8046 
x 22.

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT. 1 Bedroom Base-
ment – newly renovated, 
separate entrance. Yard 
and parking. Available 
August 1. Walk to GO sta-
tion. No pets/no smoking. 
$1000 all inclusive. 905-727-
8046 x 22.

FULL TIME AND 
PART TIME STAFF 
REqUIRED for busy 
store. Hardware sales 
experience an asset. 
Potential for advance-
ment. Please drop of    
resumé at 125 King Rd  
Richmond Hill or email 
to OakridgesHH@ rogers.
com. 

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

DryCleaners, Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

25% OFF
 COATS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

www.crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Crystal WHITE Earn your
airmiles 
sponsor

25% OFF
All ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS

BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY HOME CLEANING
REQUIRES RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS

Do you love to clean?

  • No evenings or weekends
  • Travel time & bonuses paid
  • P/T & F/T positions available
  • Training provided 

Visit our website at 
www.brightenyourday.ca
Call 905 713 3651 or email your resume to 
kathy@brightenyourday.ca 

TOWNHOUSE ON 
CENTRE STREET 
A v A I L A B L E  
October 1. Two bedroom 
with finished basement, 
separate entrance, newly 
renovated, yard and park-
ing. Walk to Go, no pets, 
no smoking. $1275 plus 
utilities. Call 416-407-1571.

CHILDCARE ACCEPT-
ING CHILDREN IN AU-
RORA. References from 
past and present. healthy 
meals and snacks. Call for 
information: 905-713-6295. 
Leave message.

60 Nisbet Dr.
 Sat. Aug. 23 

Something for everyone! 
Board games, 

home decor, frames, 
photo albums, ladies 

clothing, back to 
school, books, prints for 
decorating dorm room 

or apartment. 
Nearest intersection 
Yonge and Murray Dr. 

JULY 5 – SEPTEMBER 6
The Pine Tree Potters Guild hosts “Earth to Fire”, 

a new exhibition of  fine art ceramics by members of  
the guild, to showcase works that move beyond the 
functional. Featuring 46 pieces selected by ceramics 
expert Bruce Cochrane, he has gone a step further 
and singled out seven exceptional pieces as award 
winners. Guild members were encouraged to stretch 
their artistic vision and create their own statement 
pieces, and the results will be spread over two galleries 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Additional features 
include a ceramic “patchwork quilt.” 

AUGUST 19 - 22
Do you speak math? The transition to high school 

math can be challenging! Get a head start with teacher 
and mathematician Danielle Rasu-Park at the Aurora 
Public Library for four sessions. Topics include 
operations with integers, fractions, solving equations 
and more. For students entering Grade 9 Academic 
math classes. Tuesday to Friday  from 2 – 3.15 p.m.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 22
The Aurora branch of  the Royal Canadian 

Legion will host a British Pub Night this evening 

beginning at 6 p.m. Experience the fun of  an evening 
at a typical British pub. Music, games, lots of  prizes, 
food, and camaraderie galore! Fish & Chips wrapped 
the old English way – in newspaper! $8 pp. For more 
information, call 905-727-9932.

MONDAY, AUGUST 25
LEGO at the Library: Today is Drop-in Library 

LEGO Day at the Aurora Public Library. Join us for 
some free creative building fun at the Library from 
2.30 – 4 p.m. Meet new friends and work together to 
make amazing LEGO creations! 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series concludes 

tonight at 7 p.m. at Town Park for Green River CCR – 
the best loved music of  Credence Clearwater Revival! 
This fun night of  country rock includes “Proud 
Mary”, “Suzie Q”, “Who’ll Stop the Rain” and all their 
great hits. Concert runs from 7 – 9 p.m. Bring your 
own lawn chairs. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28
The Business Women’s Network of  York Region 

will host “Project Yourself” at the Gem Theatre in 
Georgina. ($15 for members and $25 for non-members). 

This month, the Network will give members the 
opportunity to screen 30- second “infomercials” on 
who you are and what you do. For more information, 
contact Network president Elizabeth Johnston at 416-
910-1058.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
End of  Summer ART BLAST – Take a break from 

technology. Join artists from Sherman J. Studio and 
Local Colour Aurora as they show off  their latest 
paintings. Styles range from traditional to quirky and 
everything in between. Come and meet the artists 
and explore their visual language of  shape and 
colour. This Fine Art Show and Sale takes place at 89 
Temperance Street from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. All ages are 
welcome and admission is free.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
The Aurora Community Band will host its 

first rehearsal of  the season this evening from 7 – 
9 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Rehearsals 
are held each Sunday at the same time. If  you 
are a brass, woodwind or percussion player with 
some concert band experience, you can attend two 
complimentary rehearsals before the membership 
fee applies.  For further information, contact 

auroracommunityband@gmail.com

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
CHATS – Community & Home Assistance 

to Seniors – will host its annual Charity Golf  
Tournament today at Silver Lakes Golf  & Conference 
Centre in East Gwillimbury. Registration begins 
at 7 a.m., with a shotgun start at 8 a.m. Lunch to 
follow. Magna is the presenting sponsor. For more 
information, contact Tim Jones at 905-713-3373 x6063 
or email tjmones@chats.on.ca.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
The Aurora Seniors Association welcomes you 

to the annual Country & Western Dance from 7.30 
p.m. to 10.30 p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre (90 
John West Way). Come and dance to the sounds of  
the Dustaleros Big Band for only $10 a ticket. All ages 
welcome. Refreshments will be available and there 
will be a cash bar. Tickets will be sold at the Seniors’ 
Centre starting August 4. Get your tickets early to 
avoid disappointment.

To submit your event send details in 100 words 
or less to letters@auroran.com with the subject 
line “Coming Events”. 

COMING EVENTS
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ELECTION 2014

AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

MONUMENTS

DENTAL

LANDSCAPING

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

GARDENING

WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

HANDYMAN

 reverse osmosis �ltration system
 and FREE installationFREE

Purchase a Re�neosoft Water Softener and receive a 

CLEANERS

• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

NOT 
EVERYONE

needs your 
services all the time, 

but,
 if you want 
to be there 

when they do... 
Advertise in
The Auroran, 

At Your Service Directory
 

Call: 905-727-3300

Council candidate Bob Chapman brings over 30 
years of experience in municipal finance to the 
October 27 race. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

From page 1
because we get a full summer of  summer camps. They have 
agreed in principle to that. 

“In the meantime, and throughout, it is business as usual.” 
When news of  the sale of  Timberlane began to circulate last 

year, so too did rumours about what was going to happen to the 
club and reasons for the sale, he says. These rumours, he added, 
hit fever pitch this summer. 

“There were rumours we were going to be closed this 
September, even though we announced to our members we 
were going to be in business until the end of  January 2015 
because that is when the final sale is going through,” he says. 
“There was another rumour that the club was going bankrupt 
and it is going to close because of  that, but it was mostly about 
when the closing date was going to be.”

Despite their fears, however, the rumours did not hurt 
summer business. For a club that opens up its doors to the kids 
for a series of  camps throughout the summer months, these 
camps are flourishing more this year than in any other, he says. 

Over the years they have broadened the scope of  their 
clubs from simply tennis and swimming, to a variety of  other 
programs including a “glee” camp.

Part of  the upswing can be attributed to the closure and 
demolition of  Newmarket’s Glenway Golf  and Country Club 
two years ago and the fact that Timberlane is, to be blunt, quite 
simply the only game in Town at the moment as far as indoor 
tennis is concerned.

Although this has caused a bit of  a surge in terms of  numbers, 
it has also created its own problems now that timeframes 
become clearer as to when the club will be consigned to the 
history books.

“For a lot of  members of  Timberlane, it is their second 
home,” says Mr. Ramsbottom. “There were a lot of  people 
who were freaking out, especially the tennis players because 
without Glenway there really is no other place to play indoor 
tennis right now. For a lot of  our tennis members, they have 
been here almost since Day 1.

“One of  the things I love about the club business is 
Timberlane becomes a community unto itself. It is a place 
where people meet their life partners, it is a place where people 
bring their kids, their kids grow up, and we see the kids go from 
young kids, to teens, to adult members. There has been that 
continuation. For many staff  who have been here almost since 
the opening, this has been their life as well and they have had 
their kids grow up and move on. When I say it is a second home, 
it really is.”

But, for the time being, Timberlane remains open to people 
who want to join them in their humble abode. Membership 
rules for however long is left on their clock have been relaxed, 
as have fees. 

Year-long commitments are gone in favour of  month to 
month memberships, a significant reduction in monthly tennis 
memberships, plus the addition of  court fees, and fitness 
memberships remain open.

As Timberlane prepares for what appears to be its final year 
in operations, Mr. Ramsbottom is reflective about the future of  
indoor tennis in Aurora. No firm decision has been made yet 
as far as an indoor tennis facility at Stewart Burnett Park and 
with remaining land at a premium in Town, he says he sees few 
options going forward.

“There is going to be a void when it comes to tennis and it 
is a real shame,” he says. “Tennis is so huge in Canada right 
now with Milos Raonic and Genie Bouchard and it is at an all-
time high. They set records in both Montreal and Toronto with 
attendance and our junior tennis programs are busting at the 
seams, partly as a result of  that and I think that is another thing 
that is going to be very much effected by Timberlane. 

“I have a phenomenal staff  and it will be very difficult when 
that finally ends because we’re a pretty tight group. It is going 
to be sad and frustrating.”

Aurora needs to keep pace with other 
municipalities, says candidate  

Bob Chapman
By Brock Weir

After more than three decades working in 
municipal finance, Bob Chapman just can’t stay 
away in his retirement.

The 55-year-old Aurora 
resident has thrown his 
hat in the ring as a Council 
candidate in the October 27 
municipal election.

With an eye on maintaining 
and improving Aurora’s 
recreational spaces – both 
indoor and outdoor – and 
making things easier for 
the average commuter, 
Mr. Chapman says he was 
inspired to get involved in 
the community he has called 
home for 24 years through a 
letter he found written by his 
grandfather.

“He was a history teacher 
and he said that being a good 
citizen is important,” says 
Mr. Chapman. “You might 
never invent something great, 
you might never become a 
billionaire or Prime Minister, 
but being a good citizen is 
something to strive for.

“I have always encouraged 
my kids to vote and get 
involved. This is something 
I see myself  doing in 
contributing to the Town. 
I realise the value of  these 
positions. Decision making is 
important, the Town is very 
well-run, but there are always things you can 
contribute as a politician.”

As a long-time commuter during the nearly 
quarter-century he has called Aurora home, 
Mr. Chapman says ensuring growth is “handled 
nicely” is one of  the biggest challenges Aurora is 
going to have to face over the next few years.

“The 404 and the GO Train are just really holding 
back Aurora,” he says. “You can’t get downtown to 
work on the 404. With the GO, I was glad to hear 
they are putting more trains on each way, and that 
will really help people stay downtown. I remember 
running to the GO Trains at 6.10 and not being 
able to stay [in Toronto] for things and hopefully 
GO Train service will improve for Aurora.”

But, as Go Transit, Metrolinx, and the 
400-series highways are Provincial matters, some 
might question how this relates to municipal 
government. The answer, he says, is there will be 
increasing pressures – both positive and negative 
– for municipalities and all levels of  government 
to work together over the coming decades, and 
much of  this can be attributed to those growth 
challenges.

“There is the potential of  amalgamation with 
Newmarket and York Region, so I think Aurora 
should continue to work on an integrated system 
with other municipalities,” says Mr. Chapman, 
noting he sees amalgamation as both a positive 

and an inevitability.
“It saves money and it 

ensures uniform services. 
That is why a municipality 
has to be in sync with 
the other municipalities 
because, as we saw with the 
amalgamation of  the City 
of  Toronto, it is important 
for municipalities to be 
in sync with their debts, 
with their reserves, and 
the service levels they are 
providing.”

Service levels are not just 
limited to roads and sewers 
but, in Mr. Chapman’s 
view, primarily to soccer 
fields and ice rinks, which 
people interact with every 
day. They are one of  the 
key things that “makes the 
Town nice”, but there are 
areas around Aurora that 
are lacking in this regard.

“We could have more 
resources devoted to 
recreation facilities and 
things in a manner that 
people use,” he says. “Not 
everybody is going to 
use the soccer field, not 
everybody is going to use 
the swimming pool, so you 

do have to be practical about allocating resources 
and that is one of  the major decisions that 
Councillors make.

“I think the budget needs to be kept tight for 
the sake of  taxpayers and when you get a slightly 
tighter budget then the priorities become a bit 
more clear. When money is tight, people put 
money where it is a priority.”

Through his municipal finance background, 
Mr. Chapman says it is important to perform 
a “fair bit of  due diligence” when it comes to 
big ticket items like the recently approved Joint 
Operations Centre, as well as everything that 
might be incorporated into Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Park in the future.

Although he says this Council has been pretty 
well run compared to the “dysfunctional Council 
a few years ago”, one thing he says this Council 
has lacked is a solid vision.

“I don’t think they had any major decisions to 
make and they didn’t go crazy,” he said. “From a 
management standpoint, did they do a great job in 
managing? I think they could do a little bit better 
in terms of  giant vision projects. I don’t think 
they are taking on too many.”

Club has become “second 
home” to members
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