
    THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 26, 2024      Page 1

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

                    Week of September 26, 2024TheAuroran.com FREEVol. 25   No. 52  905-727-3300

A new chapter in the Town’s history 
began on Saturday when the community 
came together to celebrate the opening of  
Aurora Town Square.

It was a party atmosphere in the outdoor 
plaza space – now known as Mirkopoulos 
Plateia – as John Webster, Aurora’s Official 
Town Crier, led residents from the Town’s 
Multicultural Festival at Town Park to the 
brand-new space, where they were piped 

in by members of  the St. Andrew’s College 
Pipes and Drums.

Hundreds of  people filled the outdoor 
Delmanor Amphitheatre to watch the 
formal ribbon-cutting ceremony before 
enjoying dozens of  activities, initiatives and 
launches within the complex throughout 
the weekend.

Celebrations, however, began on Friday 
evening when Mayor Tom Mrakas and 
members of  Council hosted a reception of  

thanks for individuals and businesses who 
had made financial contributions towards 
making Aurora Town Square a reality.

The reception, which preceded the 
debut performance in Aurora Town 
Square’s performance hall – the Davide 
DeSimone Performance Hall on behalf  of  
Royalpark Homes – by the Norman Dance 
Company, was also attended by Ontario 
Premier Doug Ford.

Continued on page 27
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BY BROCK WEIR

Aurora Town Square opens as “cornerstone” 
of downtown revitalization
Complex unites “past, present and future”
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6 car parking! Promenade zoning! Good 
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Reda and Ahmad were among the hundreds of residents who came out Saturday afternoon to take part in the official opening of Aurora Town Square. Full 
coverage of the occasion begins on Page 24. 						       			    Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

CelebrationCelebration

DOING THE HONOURS – Mayor Tom Mrakas formally cuts the ribbon for Aurora Town Square, joined by former councillor Jeff Thom, Ward 1 
Councillor Ron Weese, Ward 2 Councillor Rachel Gilliland, Ward 6 Councillor Harold Kim, Aurora CAO Doug Nadorozny, Aurora Director of Community 
Services Robin McDougall, Ward 4 Councillor Michael Thompson, Ward 5 Councillor John Gallo, and former councillor Sandra Humfryes. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

A DAY OF
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What’s Happening

2025 Aquatic Leadership Courses
Aquatic Leadership registration is now open for all 
seasons of our 2025 Aquatic Leadership courses. Full 
details at aurora.ca/AquaticLeadership. Register online 
or pay in-person at the A.F.L.C. or S.A.R.C.

Youth Volunteer Fair
Join us at our Youth Volunteer Fair on Thursday, 
October 17 at the A.F.L.C. to learn about our local 
community organizations and their available volunteer 
opportunities. Visit our Youth News & Events webpage 
for full details at aurora.ca/YouthEvents.

Thanksgiving Day Holiday Schedule        
Programs & Activities
Have fun over the holidays! We have programs and 
activities for everyone to enjoy. Visit our Holiday 
Schedules webpage for full details at
aurora.ca/HolidaySchedules.

The Fall 2024 Program Guide
is available to view online at
aurora.ca/ProgramGuide. Registration is open for 
Recreation and Aquatic programs. View our
interactive guide and click on the code # to register 
online. Pay in-person at the A.F.L.C. or S.A.R.C.

Fall 2024 Program 
Guide

engageaurora.ca/SportPlan

Aurora Town Hall
100 John West Way, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1
905-727-1375 • info@aurora.ca • aurora.ca

Accessible Formats
905-727-3123 ext. 4212
accessibility@aurora.ca

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition

Featured Artist: The Silver Brushes - Art
We are a group of artists, who continued to paint together on FaceTime during COVID, supporting and encouraging 
each other’s works of art. We now call ourselves The Silver Brushes, meeting weekly in a studio, to paint in a variety 
of mediums. From oil to acrylic to watercolour and traditional to abstract. We do what we love and have a great time 
doing it together. View in-person at Aurora Town Hall in the Skylight Gallery. View online at aurora.ca/SkylightGallery. 
All artwork is for sale. Please contact Sarah Reynolds at sreynolds@aurora.ca if you are interested in investing and 
owning a beautiful artwork piece.

    

Date    Time               Location                      Meeting

Tuesday, October 1     9:30 a.m.           Newmarket CC       Joint Council Committee (CYFS)

Tuesday, October 1     6 p.m.                Council Chambers           Special Meeting of Council (Development
            Charges By-law Amendment Public Meeting

Tuesday, October 1     7 p.m.                Council Chambers           Committee of the Whole

Monday, October 7     7 p.m.                 Holland Room        Heritage Advisory Committee

Tuesday, October 8     5:45 p.m.           Holland Room        Finance Advisory Committee

Tuesday, October 8      7 p.m.                Council Chambers           Public Planning

Wednesday, October 9     7 p.m.                Holland Room        Accessibility Advisory Committee

Thursday, October 10     7 p.m.                Video Conference        Committee of Adjustment

Tuesday, October 15     5:45 p.m.          Holland Room        Council Closed Session (if required)

Wednesday, October 16      7 p.m.               Tannery Room        Aurora Cultural Centre Board

Wednesday, October 16       7 p.m.                Aurora Public Library      Aurora Public Library Board

*Committee of the Whole, Public Planning and Council meetings are available to the public in-person and via
live stream on the Town’s YouTube channel.

Council & Committee Meetings

NOTICE BOARD
September 26, 2024

T O W N  O F  A U R O R A

Colours
of Fall
C O N C E R T

A U R O R A ’ S  2 0 2 4

Thursday, October 10

aurora.ca/FallConcert
#ColoursOfFall

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Aurora Town Park, 49 Wells Street

After the Gold Rush – Canada’s Premier Neil Young Tribute
This performance will bring the unforgettable music of

Neil Young to life.  After the Gold Rush delivers an authentic
and mesmerizing experience that will leave you feeling

as if you've just seen the legend himself.

Community Corn Roast, Pumpkins and carving supplies
will be provided (while quantities last).

Food donations for the Aurora Food Pantry
are greatly appreciated.

AuroraTownSquare.ca

Until October 13, use your
Grand Opening tickets to redeem

exclusive discounts and
promotions at participating

businesses.

OPENING
GRAND

#AuroraTownSquare

A U R O R A  T O W N  S Q U A R E
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so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 20

www.livingassistance.ca

Continued on page 22

BY BROCK WEIR Yes! You can!
 

Date:  October 5th, 2024

Time:  9:30 am to 3:30 pm

Location: Aurora Bridge Club 
                    NVA Bldg., 406 Millard Ave., 
                   Newmarket ON L3Y 1Z9

Cost: $50 includes materials & lunch

Learn Bridge in a Day? 

Contact:  Denise Donovan, dcdonovan49@gmail.com
416-575-6754

NOTICE: Due to a technical error this updated ad was not published last week. 
We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. 

The Auroran regrets the error.

Distinguished life of Ian Laing celebrated  
at CYFS dedication ceremony

(Left) Mayor Tom Mrakas and Newmarket Mayor John Taylor are pictured with Deborah Laing and CYFS 
Fire Chief Rocco Volpe. (Right) The Councils of Aurora and Newmarket were well-represented at the 
ceremony. 						            Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

The “distinguished” life of  Ian 
Laing, former Chief  of  the Central 
York Fire Service, was celebrated in 
Aurora on Saturday morning at the 
re-dedication of  Station 4-5.

Now known as the Ian Laing 
Headquarters, the September 21 
ceremony honoured the life and legacy 
of  Laing, who died suddenly last fall.

The completion of  the former 
Station 4-5 marked the first fire station 
to be built jointly by the Towns of  
Newmarket and Aurora since the 
consolidation of  fire services in 2002.

The ceremony, which was attended 
by representatives from Municipal, 
Regional, Provincial and Federal levels 
of  government, was hosted by Laing’s 
predecessor, Retired Chief  John 
Molyneaux, and emotions ran high as 
dignitaries spoke to his service and in 
expressing appreciation to his widow, 
Deborah, for “sharing” her husband 
with the community.

“I want to thank you again for 
lending our communities Ian for 
so many years,” said Mayor Tom 
Mrakas, the first dignitary to speak, 
addressing Mrs. Laing. “Chief  Laing 
dedicated his career to public service 
and safety and taught us all to lead 
with compassion. I truly consider it 
an honour to have worked so closely 
with him, including on this state-of-
the-art facility. I saw firsthand just how 
passionate he was about getting the fire 
station built, something he considered 
a career achievement when he finally 
completed it. I really can’t think of  a 
more fitting way to honour him than by 
naming it the Ian Laing Headquarters. 
I also think it is perfectly fitting that 
[it is] also Central York Fire Services’ 
training facility as we all know how 
passionate a mentor he was.

“From his humour to his empathy, 
to his fierce protection of  his staff, he 
was the type of  leader you were simply 
lucky to have. Above all else, he cared 
so much about this community and the 
people who live here and he touched 

so many lives. His impact is felt right 
through the ranks of  Central York 
Fire Services, by staff  at our respective 
Towns, and by members of  both of  
our communities.

“The truth is we reserve naming 
facilities only for those who make 
the most significant and lasting 
contributions to our community and 
Chief  Ian Laing truly did. He did so 
through his dedication to protecting 
this community, by ensuring Central 
York Fire Services continued to 
innovate, improve, and had the 
facilities, tools and personnel they 
need to keep us safe. He did so simply 
by being a leader who treated everyone 
equally, fairly, and with dignity.”

Newmarket Mayor John Taylor was 
next to speak, dedicating his remarks to 
Laing’s character behind the resumé. 

“Chief  Laing was a person who 
was values-based and a person of  
character. First, he brought passion 
– he brought such a passion for fire 
services and fire-fighting and the safety 
of  communities with him to the job, 
you felt that every time you spoke 
to him…. Ian was taken from us so 
suddenly and so tragically we didn’t 
have a chance for his retirement. I want 
to say to Ian today that we thank you 
for what you did in building a team and 
keeping Central York Fire Services’ 
strong – understanding that passion, 
compassion, leadership, loyalty and 
positivity, will make a fire service be 
able to do its job so well. We thank 
you for this incredible structure that 
will lead this organization in a physical 
sense and really represents the two 
municipalities coming together. Thank 
you for the leadership you brought 
in protecting and providing safety to 
the communities of  Newmarket and 
Aurora for so many years. Many people 
will never understand the contribution 
you made in their lives because it is 
often invisible, but it’s meaningful and 
we thank you for that.”

Tributes continued at the municipal 
level by Ward 2 Councillor Rachel 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR

Watching history unfold and keeping it at the forefront

Machell’s Corners

.

Many of  my peers have spoken about 
not feeling like they had real, true roots 
wherever they lived because, as they grew 
up, they were bounced around from place 
to place and school to school.

While we didn’t move around all that 
much when I was a kid – with a few 
brief  interludes, most of  my life up until 
I left for university in 2003 was spent in 
Newmarket – for one reason or another, 
I had to play a couple of  not-so-rousing 
games of  Musical Schools.

At the time, Newmarket was a far 
more rural community than it is today, 
yet it was a community in transition. The 
Town grew significantly as I went through 
my formative years and, as such, it was 
a simple matter of  school boundaries 
being redrawn to ensure a largely equal 
distribution of  students to teachers.

My first public school experience was 
at Prince Charles Public School, a place 
of  learning built in the 1950s and named 
to commemorate the present monarch 
who, at the time of  its opening, was still a 
few years away from being named Prince 
of  Wales.

That was my educational home up 
until Grade 2, when the lines were 
redrawn and I became a student at Bogart 
Public School the following year. It was 
its first season of  welcoming students, 
so it felt like we were sort of  trailblazers 
as we were able to leave our stamp on 
the new, much fancier digs. We had the 
opportunity to leave something behind, 
too, as a tree sculpture was erected in its 
grand new foyer, its branches eventually 
groaning under the weight of  birds each 
of  us made from a heap of  scrap metal 
that was brought in for such a creative 
exercise.

Three years later, the powers-that-be 
brought out the eraser and once again 
re-drew lines, redistributing many of  us 
to a school that was, at the time, not yet 
complete – and without a formal name.

Before we took our places there, 
households were sent a survey asking what 
each family thought the name should be 
called. One option was an uninspired 
testament to local environmental features. 
Another suggestion was to name the 
school after the subdivision in which it 
sat – again, not particularly creative. The 
third suggestion was to name the school 
after a York Region teacher who recently 
passed and evidently meant a lot to the 
students she left behind, not to mention 
her family and friends.

Coming from a school that was 
named after an identifiable individual, 
and another that was named with the 
two-barrelled purpose of  honouring 

Bogartown, a largely forgotten village 
that was eventually swallowed up by 
Newmarket, as well as the founding 
family after which the hamlet was 
dubbed, naming the school after this 
impactful woman was my first choice as 
it would ensure her legacy would live on.

Alas, other families within the 
catchment area felt differently and opted 
to name it after the new subdivision 
and thus, the uninspired Stonehaven 
Elementary School came to be.

In the first two examples, at least from 
my perspective, history and heritage were 
clear and it inspired me to dig a little bit 
beyond the surface.

Perhaps, looking on, it helped foster 
my love of  history and that feeling of  
being even a minute part of  it. And, truth 
be told, it also fostered a sense of  place 
amid a lot of  change.

On Saturday, while covering a very 
important community event in Aurora, I 
wondered whether the children that were 
quickly assembling for a related event a 
short time later at the same venue, would 
have the same sense of  place in future 
years.

We had gathered at the Central York 
Fire Services’ newest station to witness 
its re-dedication in honour of  Ian Laing, 
who served as Chief  of  the CYFS from 
2010 until his untimely and sudden death 
last November. 

Community leaders stepped up to pay 
tribute to the Late Chief, from all levels 
of  government, and having known Chief  
Laing myself, it was moving to hear these 
reminiscences about the man whose 
passion for the community, and, of  
course, safety, was clear even if  you had 
the briefest of  moments in his company.

One reflection, however, particularly 
stuck with me, and that came from his 
successor, Chief  Rocco Volpe.

“Every time we step through these 
doors will be a reminder of  the standard 
he set, the impact he had, and the 
difference he made in the lives of  so 

many,” said Volpe. “Today, we do more 
than name a station – we honour a great 
man whose service will continue to guide 
us, inspire us, and remind us why we do 
and what we do.”

I can only hope that it will do the same 
for every community member, not just 
those who had that lived experience with 
him – and that, in the end, is why these 
dedications are important.

A short time later was another historic 
event in Aurora’s history – the opening 
of  Aurora Town Square.

While I have written previously in this 
space that I found the name ultimately 
chosen for the space rather uninspiring 
as at least two existing local landmarks 
begin with “Aurora Town,” the impact of  
the incredible downtown revitalization 
project was clear from the outset.

Walking through its doors on Friday 
evening, the night before the grand 
opening day itself, was an almost 
overwhelming feeling. As the Town of  
Aurora debated for the better part of  
four decades on what to do with the land 
on which it now stands, it was a surreal 
moment to realize it was finally here 
and filled with people, all of  whom 
were bubbling over with excitement.

Part of  that excitement, at least 
for me, was how perfectly the new 
builds dovetailed with the Victorian 
schoolhouse that has been a community 
hub since it opened its own doors in 
1886.

And that excitement continued on 
Saturday as hundreds gathered to see 
the result, one which will be enjoyed by 
the community for generations to come.

There have been, of  course, 
naysayers along the way, as there are 
with any big community projects, but 
given the reactions this past weekend, 
I’m confident the community as a whole 
will soon see its value and it will continue 
to be a hub of  learning, discovery and 
growth for at least another 138 years.

For the Town of  Aurora, it was a 
historic weekend and, for those who 
live beyond, a reminder of  how much 
history and heritage is all around us if  
you take the time to look.

It also underscored the 
importance of  paying tribute to 
the people, places and things that 
have come to define us, whether it’s 
a facility named after a remarkable 
individual, or a brand spankin’ new 
community space that is ushering 
in a bright new future – all while 
paying the utmost respect to the 
heritage that is at its heart.

Therein lie some strong roots.

Don’t forget your bike 
helmet: Region

Cycling is a popular and fun 
outdoor activity.

Did you know wearing a helmet 
reduces your chances of  a serious 
head and brain injury by absorbing 
the force from a crash or a fall by 
85%?

Make sure you wear a properly fitted 
helmet that is Canadian Standards 
Association (CSA) approved. 

Remember the 2V1 Shake, Shake, 
Shake Rule: 

2: The helmet should sit two fingers 
above your eyebrow to the bottom of  
your helmet 

V:  Make sure straps make a “V” 
shape around the bottom of  your ears 

1:  Ensure there is only one finger 
that can fit under the chin strap 

Shake, shake, shake  your head up 
and down and side to side to ensure 
a snug fit 

Helmets are not mandatory for 
adults, but children and youth under 
18 are required by law to wear a CSA-
approved helmet.

Research demonstrates the 
important influence of  adult role 
models on children’s helmet wearing 
behaviour. Children are more likely 
to wear a bike helmet if  their adult 
riding companions wear helmets. 

For more information, visit york.
ca/cycling

Region of York

Terry Fox Run raises more 
than $11,000

The annual Terry Fox Run, held 
on Sunday, September 15 in the 
Aurora Community Arboretum, was 
a success thanks to many people.

25 volunteers arrived early 
to set up a registration station, 
refreshment table, water station, 
route signage among many other 
tasks. Most importantly, members 
of  the Aurora community, from very 
young to the young-at-heart, came 
out to participate and support the 
Terry Fox Foundation for cancer 
research.

To date, over $11,000 has been 
raised by the many donors and 
participants getting us close to our 
goal.

On behalf  of  all the volunteers, 
I’d like to thank the following 
for their generous donations that 
contributed significantly to a great 
Run experience: COBS Bread 
Aurora Gateway Bakery, Tim 
Hortons, 304 Wellington E. and 
Aurora Real Canadian Superstore. 
We also appreciate how The Auroran 
newspaper promoted this year’s Run 
with a front-page story!

The Don Valley REACT team 
of  volunteers supported safety for 
everyone throughout the event.

Thanks also go to the Town of  
Aurora staff  for organizational 
help and to Mayor Tom Mrakas for 
participating in the opening.

Finally, this year’s event benefitted 
from ground work done by previous 
Aurora Terry Fox Run Organizers 
and by support from the Newmarket 
Terry Fox Run team. For those who 
were not able to attend in person, 
you can still add your donation to 
the Terry Fox Foundation on-line 
at https://run.terryfox.ca/55880   

We look forward to welcoming 
even more participants next year 
for the 45th Terry Fox Run on 
September 14, 2025!

 
Karen Fullbrook, Organizer
Aurora Terry Fox Run 2024
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Aurorans love having wildlife around.
Okay, so maybe not when hornets 

take up residence outside your front 
door, or raccoons start nesting in your 
attic, but in general, people like seeing 
our local fauna.

There’s certainly a lot of  it in the 
green spaces in the forms of  fields, 
forests and wetlands that have been set 
aside for them in Town. 

Measures have also been taken to 
ensure we don’t hit them with our cars. 
There are geese crossing signs on a 
section of  street near me, which must 
have an interesting history, because in 
the 30-plus years I’ve lived in that area 
I’ve never once seen a goose on that 
road.

More recently, turtle crossing signs 
have been set up in various areas of  
Town.   Not only that, but a volunteer 
group, the Turtle Tias, ensure that, 
amongst other things, these reptiles are 
kept off  our roadways to ensure they 
don’t become involuntary speed bumps.

As anyone knows who has tried 
unsuccessfully to transverse Henderson 
Drive over the past few months during 
its reconstruction, a wildlife underpass 
for all manner of  crawly critters is being 
installed near Case Woodlot. 

These efforts seem reasonable, as 
apart from the guilt experienced after 
hitting any sort of  animal with your car, 
there are other potential repercussions, 
for example, if  you hit a skunk.  

Plus, it’s safe to say that whatever you 

hit won’t be all that happy, either.
This all came to mind recently 

during a vacation to Vancouver Island. 
The fairly remote area in which we 
were staying had a number of  “watch 
for wildlife” signs with various animals 
depicted on them, but we had not seen 
anything from the road during our time 
there.

Then, at the end of  our visit, as we 
were driving on the two-lane road at the 
speed limit of  80 kph on our way to the 
airport, a deer exploded unexpectedly 
from the shrubs beside us.

My previous experiences with large 
wildlife on the road had always been 
from a distance; a bear running across 
Highway 400 about a kilometre ahead 
of  me north of  Orillia, a deer well off  
the side of  the road tranquilly watching 
as we drove by.

But this sudden hooved close 
encounter was something new.

Seeing the deer out of  the corner 
of  my eye, I hit the brakes. It didn’t, 

running across in front so close that I 
couldn’t see its legs over the hood of  
the car. I can’t believe we missed it.

Having been awakened more 
effectively than by our morning cup 
of  coffee, we continued on our way, 
thankful we wouldn’t be writing off  
our second rental car in as many trips 
to the Island (flying truck tire last time, 
but that’s another story).

Subsequent research showed that 
deer are especially active any time of  
year at dawn and dusk, but particularly 
in the fall. Also, that there are 9,000 
car/deer collisions annually in B.C., 
with similar numbers in Ontario.

Although it’s unlikely that one would 
hit a deer here in Aurora, they are in 
Town, so it is possible. More likely is 
a surprise encounter in neighbouring 
rural areas like King or Whitchurch-
Stouffville, where there are a lot of  
country roads where the forest comes 
pretty close on either side.

So, for the sake of  all our local 
wildlife, and your own peace of  
mind (and potentially your insurance 
premiums), when you’re out in your 
car watch your speed, drive according 
to the conditions, and keep an eye 
open for all our resident creatures, in 
whatever form they may take, as they 
may not be watching as carefully for 
you.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:  
machellscorners@gmail.com

Fall is here, and with it, the 
busyness of  back-to-school and 
the resumption of  many activities, 
including the return of  the House 
of  Parliament to session in Ottawa.

As always, it is an honour and 
privilege to serve as your Member 
of  Parliament, representing you 
and working to make our country a 
better place for all.  

In the House of  Commons, it is 
our duty as MPs to represent our 
constituents and work collaboratively 
to create positive change in Canada. 
We have a duty to conduct ourselves 
with respect and integrity, setting an 
example for the kind of  discourse 
and behaviour we hope to see more 
broadly in our communities. 

However, what I have seen over the 
past week is disturbing. The name-
calling and bullying of  members—
both inside and outside the House—
is unacceptable. Not only does this 
hinder collaboration, but it also 
slows progress on the issues that 
matter most to Canadians.

Question Period is a time for MPs 
to hold the government accountable 
on policies, not a time for ad 
hominem attacks or repeated slogans 
aimed at getting social media clips.

Moreover, we are seeing deliberate 
efforts to block crucial legislation on 

issues like online harm.
Filibustering and obstructing 

progress not only wastes the time 
and resources of  the House of  
Commons and in so doing, taxpayer 
money, it also stalls efforts to address 
real concerns.

Despite the challenges, I remain 
committed to moving forward. Our 
government has continued to deliver 
results. We have seen inflation and 
interest rates begin to come down, 
and the overall economic outlook 
is improving. According to recent 
polls, Canadians are starting to feel 
more optimistic about their future.

One of  the central programs that 
our government introduced, and that 
continues to benefit families, is the 
Canada Child Benefit (CCB). This 
tax-free payment provides essential 

financial relief  to parents across the 
country. In our community, families 
have shared with me how the CCB 
has helped them cover necessities 
like childcare, groceries, and school 
supplies.

Our Early Learning and 
Childcare Plan is another significant 
achievement, cutting childcare costs 
in half  for families with young 
children and making it easier for 
parents to balance work and family 
life. I have spoken with many parents 
in Aurora and Oak Ridges who have 
told me how this has greatly helped 
them with cost-of-living challenges, 
allowing them to access affordable 
childcare while pursuing their 
careers.

The Canada Carbon Rebate, 
sent to households every quarter, is 
another program that benefits 80% 
of  families, especially those facing 
financial difficulties. This rebate not 
only helps families make ends meet 
but also supports our broader efforts 
to combat climate change, an issue 
that will affect generations to come.

I am also proud of  the new 
Dental Care Plan, which has already 
helped hundreds of  thousands of  
Canadians, including many seniors 
and children in Aurora, who 
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Continued on page 13

THIS WEEK’S POLL

Aurora Town Square has officially 
opened, here are my remarks from this 
historic moment for our Town!

 
Good afternoon everyone, and thank 

you so much for being here with us for this 
very special and historic occasion. And let 
me be the first to welcome you to Town 
Square!

Aurora is now home to a world-class arts 
and culture hub  –  a central community 
gathering place where people can come 
watch a show, see a new museum exhibit, 
take an art class or simply meet a friend for 
a coffee at the new Armoury Café on the 
lower level.

There will be an interactive water feature 
in the summer and skating on this outdoor 
square in the winter – now named the 
Mirkopoulos Plateia after one of  our very 
generous donors – “Plateia” is the Greek 
word meaning “plaza” or “gathering 
place” which is quite fitting as this is now an 
integral gathering place for our community.

This is a place for artists to create, and 
for community members to experience new 
things and celebrate together.

Town Square is going to energize Aurora 
for a very, very long time.

It is truly hard to overstate just how big a 
moment this is for our community.

It took a tremendous amount of  work 
from so many people to complete Town 
Square – from current and former members 
of  Council and staff, to our contractor, 
partners and architect.

And it took a tremendous amount of  
financial support from so many generous 
donors in our community, whose names are 
now enshrined forever on the donor wall in 
our atrium.

I want to thank all of  them for their 
tireless efforts, and generosity, in helping us 
complete Town Square, the largest project 
in the Town’s history.

There are a few individuals I do want 
to recognize as well, because without their 
support, we wouldn’t be standing here 
today: Councillor Michael Thompson and 
Councillor Harold Kim, as well as former 
councillor Sandra Humfryes.

From the very start of  this process – all the 
way back to when we first started discussing 
a potential arts and culture centre in Aurora 
– they were such strong advocates for this 
project and the benefits it would bring to 
our community.

Michael, Harold, and Sandra, thank you 
so much for believing in this project and 
supporting it so vigorously.

And of  course, I want to thank all of  you, 
our community members.

This was a complex and long journey, 
and without your support and patience we 
simply couldn’t have gotten this done – we 
are so grateful that so many of  you saw the 
value in this project.

I really do want you to feel connected to 
this building, and to this outdoor square, 
because this is your building – your space – 
for all of  you to enjoy!

I also want to thank all of  our amazing 
local businesses who have shown so much 
support for this project…

And many of  them are offering great 
discounts and promotions to community 
members who have bought tickets to any 
of  our grand opening events over the next 
three weeks.

Town Square really does have so much 

is ready for...      

A Night Out!

Have you ever 
needed to use 
a Food Bank?

Continued on page 27

Leah Taylor Roy, MP 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 

LEAH'S LETTER

INSIDE AURORA
Scott Johnston

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

GETTING  
THINGS DONE

Crossing Guarded

The time has come to head to Aurora 
Town Square and celebrate the Museum’s 
grand re-opening. We are excited 
to welcome you back with multiple 
displays and a brand-new exhibition 
in the Aurora Room. Just like today, 
people have always celebrated special 
occasions by donning their best and 
trying to beat the clock before the show 
starts! This luxurious coat (2015.11.83) 
is in a popular 1920s style. Corsets had 
become unfashionable following the 
total social upheaval that came after the 
First World War, and women’s clothing 
became more loosely fitted, including 
outerwear like coats. This stunning 
example is currently on display at Aurora 
Town Square. We are happy to welcome 
everyone back to the museum!
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PROMO

BY BROCK WEIR

Providing Families with Peace of Mind

By providing quality, personalized private care our trained staff 
will ensure a level of professionalism that allows for healthy, safe 
and positive interactions. We provide a variety of services to suit the 

needs of you and your loved ones.

We specialize in, but are not limited to, providing live-out 
support including short-term postoperative care. We also 
organize and assist clients with daily activities to help 
stimulate their mind and enrich their interests. We are 
flexible in building a care plan that is best suited for our 
clients.

Caring for loved ones can be a full-time job – we recognize it 
can be exhausting at times. When you need a rest, our team 
is here to relieve you. Our staff is able to provide 24-hour care 
in the comfort of our client’s own home.

Our team of skilled professionals provides both medical and 
personal home care services. In addition to helping maintain 
personal hygiene, we also regulate and provide medical 
services such as bloodwork, medication administration, and 
accompanying clients to appointments.

Private Homecare

Respite Care

Home Medical Services

Private Homecare

  905.539.0309

Truth & Reconciliation Day to be marked  
at Town Square

National Day for Truth & Reconciliation 
will be marked with several events in 
Aurora this Monday, September 30.

The poignant occasion, which is also 
Orange Shirt Day, will see several initiatives 
unfold hosted by the Town of  Aurora, the 
Aurora Public Library and the Aurora 
Cultural Centre.

Observances will begin at Aurora Town 
Square at 5.30 p.m. with a gathering 
led by Anishinaabe Grandmother Kim 
Wheatley, Ancestral Knowledge Keeper 
Raiden Levesque and Elder Pat Floody, 
and featuring a sacred fire.

At 7.30, events will move indoors as 
the Aurora Cultural Centre presents A 
Concert for Truth & Reconciliation in 

the new Performance Hall, hosted by Dr. 
Cynthia Wesley-Esquimaux and featuring 
Zeegwon Shilling, Jeff  Monague a.k.a. 
Myiingan Minanaakwhe, and the Evan 
Redsky Band.

Additional programs will be offered by 
the Aurora Public Library both preceding 
and on the day itself.

On Saturday, September 28, at 1 p.m. 
at the Aurora Town Square Performance 
Hall, the Library (APL) will host a 
screening of  the documentary WaaPaKe, 
followed by a discussion. On the day itself, 
virtual screenings will be offered of  the film 
Wilfrid Buck.

“For generations, the suffering of  
residential school Survivors has radiated 
outward, impacting Indigenous families 
and communities,” says the APL, which 
has undertaken a year-long program, 
Indigenous Teachings, to shine a light 
on Indigenous authors, filmmakers and 
much more. “Dr. Jules Arita Koostachin’s 
deeply personal documentary moves 
beyond intergenerational trauma, with an 
invitation to unravel the tangled threads 
of  silence and unite in collective freedom 
and power. This documentary is part of  a 
broader initiative to explore and address 
the lasting impacts of  residential schools 
on Indigenous communities​. Additionally, 
the evening will feature a film discussion 
following the screening.

“Lisa Jackson’s portrait of  Cree Elder 
Wilfred Buck moves between earth 
and sky, past and present, bringing to 
life ancient teachings of  Indigenous 
astronomy and cosmology to tell a story 
that spans generations. Adapted from 
Buck’s rollicking memoir, ‘I Have Lived 
Four Lives’, the film weaves together stories 
from his life, including his harrowing young 
years of  displacement and addiction.”

As the APL team worked to finalize 
details on the program, they shared the 
excitement of  having these learning 
opportunities so close to home.

“That respect when you sit with elders, 
you’re not asking questions – you should 
have your mind free and empty, being 
present to listen and absorb,” says APL’s 
Nelia Pacheco of  the documentary 
programs. “If  you come in with a full 
mind, you’re not absorbing it…both films 
were, to me, about being present. It’s all 
about what’s happening at this point in 
time and being accountable.

“It’s all about accountability and if  we 
don’t own up to it, we can’t heal and move 
on.”

Jodi Marr, APL’s Acting CEO, says the 
Indigenous Teachings program has been a 
success in spurring a conversation, whether 
it’s watching a documentary or while 
wrapping a book as part of  the Canadian 

National Day for Truth & Reconciliation is September 30

Library Project, which aims to shine a light 
on Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls. 

“It’s not just a film to watch, people are 
feeling like there’s something they can do 
and learn from and give back with,” says 
Marr. “It’s been really nice to connect 
in a more thoughtful way with Truth & 
Reconciliation and start to consider those 
things as an organization as well with our 
community.”

Shelley Ware, Special Events 
Coordinator for the Town of  Aurora, 
agrees there is “so much to learn and listen 
about.”

“With the 5.30 portion of  the Truth & 
Reconciliation Gathering, it’s really going 
to be focusing on the Truth – the truths 
that are hard to hear, the truths that are 
hard to wrap your head around, which is 
important with the work that we all need 
to do in terms of  taking meaningful steps 
towards reconciliation. 

“We have been lucky to have this tri-
partnership (with the APL and Cultural 
Centre) all focused on the same 
objective and the same goal, which is 
to create a space where everyone feels 
welcome, everyone knows they are 
invited and welcome to attend with 
some key elements that will help us 
learn more while we listen – and to be 
able to process, reflect, and be able to 
continue that movement forward.”

For more information on this 
week’s observances, visit aurora.ca/
truthandreconciliation.

Library patrons, including Shelley, have been hard 
at work wrapping volumes for The Canadian 
Library Project, a nation-wide initiative they have 
brought to Aurora through APL’s Indigenous 
Teachings program. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Subaru and Solterra are registered trademarks. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for details. 
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SUBARU NEWMARKET

The True Urban Legend 
Re-engineered from the ground up, the  
2024 Crosstrek features a more ruggedly 
athletic exterior, a redesigned cabin, 
the latest version of Subaru Symmetrical 
Full-Time AWD and the choice of two 
potent SUBARU BOXER® engines.
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Symmetrical Full-Time AWD, X-MODE® 
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SUBARU CROSSTREK
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More refinement. 
Increased versatility. 
More advanced safety.  
The all-new 2025 Subaru Forester, 
the sixth generation of this uncommonly 
popular compact SUV, is more versatile, 
safer, stylish and value-packed than ever.  
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BY BROCK WEIR

Hyundai of Aurora has bold vision for the 
future as part of Weins Auto Group

For nearly 70 years, Weins Auto 
Group has become synonymous 
with excellence across the Greater 
Toronto Area – and now they’re 
bringing this standard to the local 
community as the proud new owners 
of  Hyundai of  Aurora. 

Weins Auto Group acquired the 
Aurora Hyundai dealership on 
Wellington Street East at Mary Street 
earlier this year and while they’ve 
worked to set a new standard at its 
current location, they are excited to 
expand this vision further in 2025 
with a new dealership location just 
further east on Wellington near 
Highway 404.

This new dealership will not only 
further the Hyundai of  Aurora 
brand, but bring Genesis Aurora 
into the community as well.

“Our journey with Hyundai 
began in 2008 and we proudly 

opened Genesis Markham in 2017,” 
says Hyundai of  Aurora General 
Manager Tigran Avagyan. “With 
Genesis Aurora set to open in the 
near future, Weins is dedicated to 
elevating automotive experiences. 
This spirit resonates with our core 
values embedded in the Weins 
name – representing information, 
inspiration, innovation, and 
improvement, guiding us as a 
compass – West, East, Information, 
North, South – towards our global 
reach and unwavering commitment 
to surpassing boundaries.”

“At Hyundai of  Aurora, we’re 
thrilled to uphold this tradition of  
excellence. I am personally delighted 
to join this dynamic team at such a 
pivotal time. With over 10 years of  
experience with the Hyundai brand, 
I have witnessed its growth into an 
industry leader, combining quality 
with cutting-edge sustainability and 
technology. From the latest electric 

vehicles (EVs) to advanced hybrid 
models, our dealership is excited to 
offer a diverse and exciting lineup 
that caters to the modern driver’s 
demands,” says Avagyan.

Hyundai has been a brand that 
has been of  interest to Avagyan 
since he first started in sales more 
than a decade ago.

Over the last 10 years, he says the 
brand has “grown significantly” and 
has been at the forefront not just in 
making “exciting cars” but staying 
ahead of  the competition by “always 
changing, always growing.”

“It’s a pretty cool brand to be a 
part of,” he says. “Our vision with 
Weins Auto Group as a company 
is they always strive to grow and 
improve. This dealership is an older 
building, it has served the community 
well, but we’ve really outgrown 
the space. I think we’re ready for 
something bigger to accommodate 
our customers better.”

“Our commitment to the 
community remains paramount. 
Hyundai of  Aurora has always 
prioritized building lasting 
relationships and we pledge ongoing 
support by engaging in community 
events and strengthening local 
partnerships. We aim to enrich the 
lives around us and give back to the 
communities that have supported us.

“Under the leadership of  our 
new management team, Hyundai of  
Aurora is set to redefine automotive 
excellence in our community. We 
invite everyone to visit us, our 
dedicated team, and explore our 
wide range of  vehicles. Whether 
you’re interested in a test drive, 
learning more about Hyundai’s 
latest innovations, or servicing your 
current vehicle, we are ready and 
eager to assist. Join us as we steer 
into a promising future, committed 
to sustainability, innovation and 
community investment.”

The team at Hyundai of Aurora are looking forward to a bright new  
future as part of Weins Auto Group, including (below) a new dealership  

location on Wellington Street East near Highway 404,  
as  seen in  this  architect’s rendering.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Architect’s Rendering courtesy of Hyundai of Aurora
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BY BROCK WEIR

Company owner encourages other businesses  
to step up with support

Aurora-based Green Side Up 
Contracting has put shovels in the ground 
to help raise more than $20,000 for the 
Aurora Food Pantry.

The company is in the midst of  its 
annual Blowout Sale and, through this 
initiative, five per cent of  revenue from 
construction jobs sold between September 
9 and December 31 will be donated to the 
Aurora Food Pantry.

“My goal, and we need your help, is to 
donate $20,000 on December 31, 2024,” 
said Green Side Up owner Jay Saveall 
in an email to clients. “With your help, 
reaching this goal is very simple. Hire a 
well-reviewed contractor, receive some free 
upgrades, defer a portion of  the project 
for nine months, and 5 per cent of  the 
revenue will go directly to a charity that 
will immediately impact the community.”

This is not the first time Saveall and 
Green Side Up has conducted a “big 
give” – in 2022, the company supported 
Welcoming Arms to the tune of  $7,000.

“The demand has drastically spiked,” 
Saveall told The Auroran on why he and 
the company chose to support the Food 
Pantry this year. “The number of  people 
using the Food Pantry has increased year 
over year. Things like gas, groceries, and 
everything is so expensive right now. People 
are stretched right out, and talking to the 
Food Pantry, they are struggling with it.

“$20,000 worth of  food – I just know in 
my heart and my mind that what we do is 
definitely helping the community.”

Saveall has been inspired to give back to 
the community in which he lives and works 
from a young age.

His parents came to Canada from 
England “without much money” and 
Saveall says he has struggled himself  over 
the years. 

“I have been in this community for 48 
years, I know Aurora very well, I know all 
echelons of  people and I know there are 
struggling people out there. We’re working 
with the community – not only the people 
who need the food, but also families that 
want to do something – maybe their cash 
flow is a bit tight as well, so this is a win-win 
for everybody. It’s a win for the people who 
need the food, it’s a win for the customer, 
it’s a win for Green Side, and it’s a win for 
the community because we spend all our 
money in Town.”

While Green Side Up is doing their 
part, Saveall adds he would like to see other 
businesses step up to the plate to help fight 
local food insecurity through supporting 
the Aurora Food Pantry. Some businesses, 
such as The Residences on Yonge, have 
come up with their own unique ways to 
help the local food bank, but he stresses 
there is always room for more hands on 
deck.

“If  it has a positive end result for the 
community, I am happy to challenge,” he 
said. 

For more information on the initiative, 
visit greensideupcontracting.com.

For a full list of  the Aurora Food Pantry’s 
current needs, visit aurorafoodpantry.ca.

Green Side Up Contracting  
puts shovels in the ground  

for Aurora Food Pantry
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FALL FAIRFALL FAIR

Beautiful Fall arrangements, wreaths, gorgeous gifts  
decor ideas, and so much more!

1344 Wellington St. West (North side of Wellington between 
Bathurst & Dufferin at Snowball Corners)   647-980-3480 

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYSSATURDAYS & SUNDAYS
9AM    4PM9AM    4PMtoto

SERVING 
AURORA &  

KING TOWNSHIP

at Floral Diva on Wellington 

WALK thethe LABYRINTHLABYRINTH
...exercise your  

mind  
and spirit
The Labyrinth is an ancient walking  

path of meditation and prayer.
It’s easy to walk and instruction  

is available by our trained facilitator.

Everyone is welcome  
to walk the labyrinth

Children will need supervision  
– handicap accessible.

Rejuvenate your spirit. Take time for yourself.
Experience a change  

amidst this hurry-up society.

Trinity Aurora Church, the Historic Chapel 
79 Victoria Street  Aurora

SATURDAY
September 28th  

10am–noon 

SUNDAY 
September 29th  

2–4pm 

BY BROCK WEIR

The Central York Fire Services in in 
the midst of  change, and newly-minted 
Chief  Rocco Volpe is set to lead the 
way.

Volpe’s appointment to the CYFS’ 
top job was announced last week and 
the new Chief  of  the fire service serving 
Aurora and Newmarket has hit the 
ground running to build his team while 
looking for opportunities to further the 
legacy of  the late Chief  Ian Lang, who 
was less of  a boss and more of  a mentor 
to his successor.

When Laing died suddenly last 
November, it was the end of  “nine 
wonderful years” of  learning; but it was 
also a time of  self-discovery as Volpe 
was tasked with filling the role as Acting 
Chief  for 10 months “to keep things on 
track” while the Towns considered the 
future.

They found the perfect fit with 
the Acting Chief, who first took a 
leadership position 15 years ago 
within Whitchurch-Stouffville’s fire 
department and, through their nine 
years working side-by-side, Volpe says 
he felt Laing was “preparing me for that 
next step.”

But Volpe didn’t always aspire to a 
career in fire service.

When he was 18, he began getting 
his feet wet in law enforcement, but 
soon enough that gave way to a career 
in forestry – first with the then-City 
of  Scarborough and this led him to 
a return to school with the goal of  
studying urban forestry. Here, he faced 
a number of  challenges, including 
working to clean up the infamous 1998 
Ice Storm that crystallized swaths of  
Ontario and Quebec.

“I got deployed in the Great Ice 
Storm to assist with emergency services 
– fire and police – and we were assisting 
taking trees and frozen lines off  
people’s houses in all that,” he recalls. 
“Then when I got to work in those 

New Fire Chief building team while 
furthering Laing’s legacy

communities, I was surrounded by a lot 
of  firefighters, conversations happened, 
and [they] said, ‘Rocco, you kind of  
have great skills for the fire services’ and 
I asked questions about it, met a couple 
of  people. After the ice storm, I circled 
back and asked them about the fire 
service.”

From there, he dedicated his time to 
night school to pursue this new career 
path – and his instructor found there 
were transferrable skills from his career 
in urban forestry.

He started off  as a recruit firefighter 
in Richmond Hill 26 years ago, where 
he learned this important role from the 
ground up. His superiors nudged him 
towards the training side of  things and 
there he found a particular niche.

“I went to school to learn about 
adult education and enhance those 
skills, and I taught for a good eight or 
nine years as a training officer and I 

taught a variety of  training programs, 
recruits and all that. I think it goes back 
to the person that I am, being people-
oriented, wanting to do good for the 
people in the community,” says Volpe 
who, after going back to university to 
further his career as an instructor, found 
a permanent role in Stouffville.

“That’s where I started making 
an impact in the community,” says 
the Newmarket resident. “Although 
it wasn’t my community, it was the 
next best thing because I was just 
next door. Within 10 minutes, I was 
in Whitchurch-Stouffville and I got to 
make change there, where I served for 
five or six years.”

It was also there where he met Laing 
and, as he tells it, “I just followed him 
along.”

“There were a lot of  lessons I learned 
in the nine years I spent with him, but one 
thing that sticks out to me is he always 
taught me to be on time,” he says. “One 
of  the things that Chief  Laing was a 
stickler on was your work started at 8.30 
and he expected you to be in your office 
and ready to go for 8.30. He always had 
expectations when meetings started at 
certain times that you were available in 
the seat, getting that meeting started, as 
he demonstrated it. Another thing he 
taught me about was dress attire and 
holding that professionalism. He was a 
big advocate for wearing a tie, a dress 
cap every morning. I would wear my 
dress cap every morning, my tie, and 
when I was with other fire departments 
we just never had that.

“Other things he taught me was to be 
fair, friendly to staff, but then he told me 
there was an element of  the Fire Chief ’s 
position that you would have to be firm 
and that’s the piece that Fire Chiefs tend 
to struggle a little bit with because the 
buck stops with the fire chief  and there 
are those uncomfortable conversations 
you have with staff, or those matters 

that people don’t really like to deal 
with, like discipline and absenteeism. It 
taught me to be fair, friendly and firm. 
When you’ve spent nine years with 
someone, he taught me other pieces like 
the political acuity side of  things.”

Chief  Volpe describes himself  as 
a “person who loves relationships 
and community.” Friendships, he 
says, “outlast the work” and that is 
something he wants to underscore in his 
new role – both within the CYFS and 
as a community leader in Aurora and 
Newmarket.

“I would like to work with the team 
and generate different community 
events we can open our doors to and 
enhance the community involvement 
with us,” he says, adding these efforts 
will build on their annual Open House, 
which was held this past Saturday, and 
their outreach to potential recruits 
through their Inspire events. “Those 
are always the staples, but just looking 
to those community events, how could 
we integrate better into the community? 

“CYFS is just in the mix of  creating 
a new leadership team. I am excited 
because we’re going to be posting for 
two Deputy Fire Chiefs. I’m excited to 
bring two people into those roles. We 
have fabulous people in the fire service 
and I will just want the ability to be a 
resource for them, a mentor, someone 
that they can have a conversation in the 
hopes that I can influence them, that 
perhaps they would like to take that 
next step from Deputy to Fire Chief  
and remove any barriers, any challenges 
they have, and do this together. 

“I will be seeking for the highest 
educated, sought-out individuals out 
there and hopefully between the team 
we can have a fresh start and I can 
get their ideas in how we can make 
ourselves that much better and what 
kind of  stamps we can put onto CYFS 
in furthering Chief  Laing’s legacy.”

Central York Fire Services’ new Chief Rocco Volpe received congratulations from Newmarket-Aurora MPP Dawn Gallagher Murphy at the dedication of the 
Ian Laing Headquarters on Saturday morning. 									         Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Since 1842     Newmarket, ON  

It’s belonging to a warm and welcomingwarm and welcoming  school communityschool community that 
supports your child every step of the way through their academic 
journey. It’s a place where students are encouraged to discover 
who they are as individuals, and are guided to identify what they 
are passionate about so that they can thrivethey can thrive as values-based 
decision makers. 

It’s developing students into innovative, courageous and 
compassionate global citizens who go beyond theory and take take 
action to make changeaction to make change. It’s instilling in our students an ability and ability and 
a responsibility to make a differencea responsibility to make a difference in the world and leave the 
community better than they found it. 

It’s more than a school – it’s a community. Find your place at PC.

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, October 26, 2024

10:00 a.m.  (JK to Grade 5 families) 
1:00 p.m.  (Grade 6 to 12 families)

Applications now accepted for 2025-2026,  
JK to Grade 12.

Register: www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

“Our three children 

have flourished 

both academically 

and personally. 

The small class 

sizes, combined 

with the focus on 

academics and 

building people of 

good character has 

made our decision 

to join the Pickering 

College community 

one of the best 

decisions of our life.  

This community 

is truly a special 

place.” 

-PC Parent

What sets a Pickering College What sets a Pickering College 
education apart? education apart? 
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Celebrate The Season
With Us At Our  

Fall Open House!

WHAT TO EXPECT:
Guided tours: Discover our beautifully designed living spaces and amenities
Meet & Greet: Chat with our friendly staff and residents to get a feel for the
warm and welcoming atmosphere 
Themed Appetizers & Drinks: Enjoy delicious, fall-inspired hors d’oeuvres
and beverages crafted by our talented culinary team 
Entertainment: Live music will be featured on both days

When: Friday, October 4th
Saturday, October 5th
Time: 11:30am-3:00pm

Where: Kingsway Place
Retirement Residence 145
Murray Drive, Aurora,
Ontario

Bring The Grandkids!
On Saturday we will be inviting a petting zoo! Kids (and adults) will love spending

time with our special visitors!

RSVP with Kristen by emailing kristenc@kingsway.com or call 
905-841-2777 today!

visit kingswayaurora.com for more details

BY BROCK WEIR

Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.

19
20

94
5C

N

Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

Southlake Regional Health Centre has 
reached the conclusion of  its $2 million 
Homeward Campaign, which aimed to 
collect much-needed funds for much-
needed equipment for the hospital’s 
birthing unit – and the campaign went 
over the top with more than $2.5 million 
reached to date.

Helping to lead the Homeward 
Campaign at the community level were 
Aurora residents Chris and Wendy Neal 
who know all too well the importance of  
having top-notch maternal and child care 
close to home.

“We are so incredibly proud to 
have led this important campaign for 
our community,” said Wendy Neal. 
“Southlake has a special place in our 
hearts, having cared for our twin girls in 
the NICU over 20 years ago when they 
needed it most. However, we know that 
more advanced equipment has become 
available since then. When we think of  
our children potentially having kids in the 
future, it is impossible not to be affected 
by the idea that without the community’s 
support, they might rely on the same 
equipment that their parents used.”

Added Chris: “Families in our 
community should have access to the very 
best, so to be able to give back, honouring 
that advanced and compassionate care 
we received means the world.   We’re so 
grateful to all the donors who stepped up 
to lend their support.”

As the Neals prepared to welcome 
their twin girls more than 20 years ago, 
they went to Southlake to learn more 
about what to expect. One of  their most 
vivid memories of  this visit was walking 
through a small room and being told “not 
to worry about it.”

The room in question is where high-
risk births took place in case they needed 
to be flown to Toronto’s SickKids for help. 

Less than 36 hours after welcoming 
Sarah and Zoe, that room they weren’t 
supposed to worry about was at the 
forefronts of  their minds.

“Wendy’s water broke around 11 p.m. 
on a Sunday and we tore up to the hospital 
not having slept yet and we barely slept 
that night because she was high-risk with 

the twins,” Chris told The Auroran at 
the start of  the Homeward Campaign in 
2022. “We were on monitors and nurses 
were coming in every 20 minutes. Wendy 
gave birth to Sarah at 12 noon the next 
day and late that night, Wendy called 
and woke me up and said, ‘We have a 
bit of  a problem. You need to be here.’” 
It’s a call no parent wants to get – or make 
– but that was the reality of  the situation. 
Chris and Wendy were separated, their 
girls were separated, but they got the help 
they needed.

It was 22 years before they were in 
that room again – but this time it was 
for a good cause: to make sure parents, 
and their children, wouldn’t have to go 
through the same thing.

Fundraising for the Homeward 
Campaign has enabled Southlake’s 
Maternal Child Care Program to 
replace integral equipment and tech in 
its Birthing Unit and NICU.

“As a Level 2C NICU with ability 
to care for infants born as early as 30 
weeks, equipment for these areas is 
highly specialized and purpose-built 
for  Southlake’s tiniest patients,” says 
Southlake. “Since the inception of  
the campaign, generous donors have 
enabled  Southlake  to purchase new 
infant warmers that use radiant heating 
to keep babies warm, state-of-the-art 

incubator care stations that provide 
continuous warmth to newborns while 
promoting the growth and stability of  
babies, and NICU care stations designed 
to address premature babies’ changing 
and complex care demands.  In addition, 
the hospital has replaced fetal monitors 
that watch mom and baby’s vitals during 
the birthing process, has expanded the 
hospital’s obstetric ultrasound capacity, 
and will soon leverage centralized 
monitoring in the Birthing Unit so that 
clinical staff  can view all patient vitals.

“Having access to this level of  
advanced equipment is truly a game 
changer for our hospital,” said Puneet 
Sandhu, Director of  Surgical, Maternal 
Child and Pediatric Programs. “This 
equipment empowers us to respond 
swiftly and efficiently to critical 
situations, ensuring newborns receive 
the care they need during those vital first 
moments of  life.  These critical upgrades 
give our talented clinical team the ability 
to handle emergencies with even more 
confidence, as they provide increased 
precision and continuous monitoring 
of  the little ones in our care. We’re so 
grateful to our community for supporting 
these important improvements, and are 
thrilled to bring this level of  care to 
new moms, dads, and their babies who 
depend us.”

Homeward campaign a success for Southlake, local family

Members of the Neal family celebrated the completion of Southlake Regional Health Centre’s Homeward campaign this month. They’re pictured here with 
members of the Southlake and Southlake Foundation communities. 						                           Contributed photo
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From page 5

Walking the Path 
of Truth and 
Reconciliation

Join us in acknowledging and learning 
from the past as we work towards a 
future of unity and understanding. 

Let us foster a community that embraces 
diversity and respects the history and 
culture of Indigenous peoples.

Dawn 
 GALLAGHER MURPHY 
MPP for Newmarket–Aurora

 905-853-9889  

  Dawn.GallagherMurphy@pc.ola.org 

 dawngallaghermurphy   MurphyGallagher   

 Dawn Gallagher Murphy

MICHAEL PARSA, MPP
Aurora–Oak Ridges–Richmond Hill

13085 Yonge Street, Suite 201 
Richmond Hill, ON L4E 3S8

905-773-6250 • michael.parsaco@pc.ola.org

National Day for  
Truth and Reconciliation

Monday, September 30, 2024

WORKING TO MAKE PROGRESS  
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

Canada Benefit Payments  
October 2024

ben
efit

s

October  4
GST/HST Credit

October  11
Advanced Canada 
Workers Benefit 
(ACWB)

October  15
Canada Carbon  
Rebate (CCR)

October  18
Canada Child Benefit 
(CCB)

October  29
CPP/OAS/GIS

October  30
Veterans Disability 
Benefit

COMMUNITY OFFICE 12820 Yonge Street 
Suite 202 ● Richmond Hill ● Ontario ● L4E 4H1
Telephone: 905-773-8358 ● Fax: 905-773-8374 www.leahtaylorroymp.ca

leah.taylorroy@parl.gc.ca

@Leah_Taylor_Roy

@leah_taylor_roy

LeahTaylorRoyMP

TONY
Van Bynen
Member of Parliament Newmarket-Aurora

Constituency Office: 905-953-7515 • email: Tony.VanBynen@parl.gc.ca • website: vanbynen.ca

May we walk  
together,  

hand-in-hand,  
on a path to truth  
and reconciliation. 

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
 is Monday September 30th

previously could not afford dental 
care. This program will expand next 
year to cover even more Canadians 
without insurance, ensuring that 
everyone has access to this critical 
healthcare service.

These are all programs that that 
have been voted against by the official 
opposition, yet these investments in 
Canadians, support individuals and 
families while providing significant 
economic benefits and long-term 
savings. 

But of  course, fall also brings 
wonderful things—beautiful foliage, 
cooler weather, and opportunities 
to gather and celebrate. I am 
enjoying the start of  fall and look 
forward to seeing you at the newly 
opened Aurora Town Square, 
Farmers Market, or at Town events 
for the National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation – an important 
opportunity to learn and reflect on 
Indigenous History in Canada.

We also have several important 
local highlights and events to 
celebrate this fall. The Terry Fox 
Run was a tremendous success, 
raising over $11,000 for cancer 
research, thanks to the dedication 
of  our volunteers, participants, and 
donors.

Congratulations to our new Fire 
Chief  Rocco Volpe, and a special 
mention to the Central York Fire 
Services (CYFS) for the naming of  
their new fire station. Don’t miss the 
Farmers Market, which continues 
through October, and be sure to 
support our local Fall Food Drives.

Additionally, I want to remind 
you that nominations for the King’s 
Coronation Medal remain open for 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill. 
If  you know of  a resident who has 
made a significant contribution to 
our community or brought credit 
to Canada abroad, please submit a 
nomination by emailing my office. 
The deadline for nominations is 

LEAH'S LETTER
September 30, 2024.

As always, my priority is to 
advocate for you and represent you 
in Parliament. If  you need assistance 
with any federal matters or wish 
to share your thoughts on specific 
policies or programs, I encourage 

you to reach out to my constituency 
office at 905-773-8358, via email at 
leah.taylorroy@parl.gc.ca or on my 
website http:/leahtaylorroymp.ca

Enjoy the beautiful fall weather 
and I look forward to seeing you 
around Town. 
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SMALL ANIMAL SERVICES

 — 24/7 Emergency Care

 — Anesthesia and Pain Management

 — Cardiology

 — Critical Care

 — Dermatology

 — Neurology

 — Oncology

 — Ophthalmology

 — Rehabilitation

 —  Surgery: Orthopedic and Soft Tissue, 
minimally invasive

 —  Advanced Diagnostics, including MRI  
and CT

Scan the QR code on this ad to save our contact 
information and ensure quick access to emergency 
care when you need it most.

EQUINE SERVICES

 — Elective Surgery

 — Dentistry

 — Therapeutic Farriery

 — Ophthalmology

 — Rehabilitation

 —  Performance Evaluation  
in 5,800 square feet Indoor Arena

 —  Advanced Diagnostics, including Nuclear 
Scintigraphy, MRI and Standing CT

LEARN MORE

OUR FACILITY

 — Located on 50 acres north of Toronto

 — 60,000 square feet, four storey Hospital

 — Laboratory & Pharmacy 

 — 7 Operating Rooms 

 — 12 Exam Rooms 

 — MDRD Sterilization Room 

 — Designated Cat Ward 

 — Outdoor Paddocks for Horses 

 — Outdoor Green Space for Dogs 

 — Heated Outdoor Ramp for Horses and Trailers 

 — Pool and Treadmills

 — Lunge Ring

 — Auditorium for Knowledge Exchange

kinganimalhospital.com    info@kinganimalhospital.com    1-888-622-7345    1265 19th Sideroad, King City, Ontario L7B 1K5

Welcome to King Animal Hospital, your premier destination  
for veterinary care of small animals and equines.

We have assembled a team of experienced Veterinarians, 
Technicians, and collaborative support staff to provide  
multi-disciplinary referral services, tailored to the unique  
needs of your horse, dog, or cat, all under one roof. 

Our specialist led care team celebrates the cherished 
human-animal bond and will partner with you and your trusted 
family veterinarian to provide transparent, respectful, and 
compassionate care to your beloved pet.

To learn more about the exceptional services we offer please 
visit our website, speak to your family veterinarian to initiate  
a referral, or contact us directly at info@kinganimalhospital.com

LEADING WITH CARE 

Multicultural Festival was

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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 Assisted Living            Memory Care          Independent Living

OPEN HOUSE
Enjoy refreshments, live music and prizes! 

For more information call
 905-724-3211

Saturday September 28th 
11:00am - 4:00pm

Distinguished Seniors Living

celebration of music and dance

Aurora’s annual Multicultural Festival offered a feast for the eyes as performers representing many 
of the cultures reflected in the Aurora community took over the bandshell with showcases of music 
and dance. Among the performers were the Orient Dance Company with a showcase of Chinese 
dance, Huariapungo, representing the culture of Ecuador; the Panwar Music and Dance Company, 
flying the flag for South Asian nations; and Yavir, representing Ukraine. The start of the Festival took 
place at Town Park, before attendees formed a procession to the newly-opened Town Square where 
Multicultural festivities continued. The event was emceed by Shaheen Moledina, who is pictured here 
with Shelley Ware, Special Events Coordinator for the Town of Aurora. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger and Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 26, 2024Page  16

ALL-ELECTRIC
2024 SOLTERRA

The New, All-Electric Subaru Solterra is super-charged with safety features 
like a 360-degree camera and EyeSight® Driver Assist, a luxuriously 
comfortable interior with our most advanced infotainment options, 
and amped-up capability thanks to Symmetrical Full-Time AWD  
and X-MODE®. This is one clean car that loves to play dirty.  

289.319.1060      17415 Yonge Street, Newmarket      nrsubaru.ca
Limited time lease offer is provided through Subaru Canada, Inc.'s financial institution on approved credit. 0.99% lease APR for up to 48 months. Representative example based on a new 2024 Solterra AWD RUEAWD at 0.99% for 24 months: With down payment of $0.00, monthly payment is $1,015.52 and 
includes MSRP $56,495, minus a manufacturer rebate of $5,000.00 plus $2,295.00 freight and PDI, $100.00 air conditioning surcharge, $18.00 Tire Resource Recovery Environmental Fee, $249.00 dealer administration and documentation fees, $20.00 PPSA fees and applicable service fees, and $12.50 other 
fees and levies (which includes OMVIC Fee, where applicable). Specified down payment or equivalent trade-in, $0.00 security deposit and first monthly payment are due at lease inception. Total amount due at the beginning of the leasing period is $1,147.54, taxes included. Total lease obligation is $27,541.02, 
based on a retail price of $54,189.50 plus taxes. Other taxes (including, where applicable, GST and PST or HST), license, insurance and registration are extra. 16,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.10/km for excess kilometres. Dealer may lease for less. Offer applies to dealer in-stock inventory only. Dealer 
order/trade may be necessary. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. Other lease rates and terms may be available. See your participating Subaru dealer or visit www.subaru.ca for details. Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Visit www.iihs.org for testing 
methods. EyeSight® is a driver-assist system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible for safe and attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s Manual for complete 
details on system operation and limitations. Subaru and Solterra are registered trademarks. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for details. 

More refinement. 
More advanced safety.  
The all-new 2025 Subaru Forester,  

the sixth generation of this uncommonly 
popular compact SUV, is more versatile, 

safer, stylish and value-packed than ever.

TEST DRIVE AT NEWROADS 
SUBARU NEWMARKET

TEST DRIVE AT NEWROADS 
SUBARU NEWMARKET

Rugged capability 
and refined comfort. 
The Subaru Outback continues the  
tradition with a bold exterior design 
and an interior with unexpected levels 
of comfort and refinement.

Subaru Newmarket

15
IN STOCK TO 

CHOOSE 
FROM

10
IN STOCK TO 

CHOOSE 
FROM

IN STOCK 
TEST DRIVE AT 
NEWROADS 

SUBARU 
NEWMARKET

LEASE UP TO  
48 MONTHS AT NEWROADS SUBARU NEWMARKET0.99%

ALL-NEW 2025 
SUBARU FORESTER

2025 SUBARU OUTBACK

NRSN-AuroraFull-SEPT.qxp_Layout 1  2024-09-17  10:28 AM  Page 1
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BY BROCK WEIR

Notice of Public Consultation on 
the Issuance of a New Long-Term Care Home Licence 
for Communauté du Trille blanc LTC - Aurora located  
in Aurora, Ontario
The Ministry of Long-Term Care (MLTC) is reviewing a proposal from Communauté 
du Trille blanc (the Proposed Licensee) for issuing a long-term care (LTC) home 
licence for Communauté du Trille blanc LTC - Aurora (the Home), a 160-bed long 
term care home proposed to be located at 100 Bloomington West in Aurora, 
Ontario.
The proposal involves:
•  the development of 160 LTC beds allocated by the Ministry of Long-Term Care (the 

“ministry”) to be included in the proposed 160-bed development project, subject 
to meeting all licensing requirements under the Fixing Long-Term Care Act, 2021 
(the “Act”); and

•  the approval and the issuance of a new licence with a term of up to 30 years for 
the operation of 160 “New” beds, following the development of the Home.

If you have comments or opinions and would like to bring them to the attention of 
the MLTC, you may:
Present them orally at a Zoom public meeting, to be held on  
October 17, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. There are two options to join this  
public meeting:

1.  By Videoconference: Join online via the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82000023019

2.  By Phone: Dial-in to the public meeting using the following Zoom dial-in information 
+1 647 374 4685 or +1 647 558 0588. When prompted, please key in the participant 
passcode 820 0002 3019#. Please key in any digit if prompted to provide a 
participant ID.

Submit them in writing on or before October 28, 2024 by:
a)  sending an email at LTCHomes.Licensing@hillandknowlton.com; 

- OR -
b)  sending by mail to: 

Long-Term Care Licence Consultations 
c/o Hill & Knowlton 
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1115 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 6L2

Details regarding the consultation and meeting will be posted on the Long-Term 
Care Consultation Registry located at https://ontario.ca/page/ontarios-long-
term-care-licensing-public-consultation-registry on September 14, 2024. You 
may also email LTCHomes.Licensing@hillandknowlton.com to receive more details 
on the meeting.
Please include the name of the LTC Home and quote Project #24-053 on all written 
submissions. As part of the MLTC’s review, the Director will consider all written and 
oral submissions before making a final decision relating to the proposal.

Traffic calming measures could be coming  
to Tamarac Trail

Additional traffic calming measures 
could be coming to Tamarac Trail, 
following concerns voiced by a resident 
earlier this month.

This week, Council will consider a 
recommendation from Town staff  to 
install flexible signs near Tamarac and 
Albery Crescent, which is currently a 
three-way stop.

Area resident Christina Choo-Hum 
came to Council earlier this month with 
concerns about the intersection. Her 
driveway is one of  two on the opposing 
side of  the three-way intersection. It’s a 
situation that has made turning in and 
out of  her driveway difficult as “people 
don’t believe cars are turning into those 
driveways” when more than one driver 
is at the intersection.

“They will proceed right while I’m 
turning into those driveways,” she said. 
“It becomes very dangerous, especially 
for people who don’t actually live in 
these houses who are turning into these 
driveways.

“I think this one is really, really 
challenging because it’s this double-
wide driveway that is a daily hazard. 
There hasn’t been a day I haven’t pulled 
into my driveway and not had to really 
grip my wheel and really have a little bit 
of  nervousness pulling in.”

The three-way stop was installed in 
July as a way to improve area traffic 
flow and pedestrian safety, but the 
resident said there hasn’t been a marked 
improvement since then.

“There is a need for traffic calming 
and I totally acknowledge that – 
we’re looking for other measures that 
might actually result in traffic calming 
for the neighbourhood,” she said. 
“[Neighbours] weren’t looking for a stop 
sign; they were looking at something to 
calm traffic, as was I. We’re still looking 
at something to calm traffic [better] 
than this measure. They connected 
with me and said they are still seeing the 
same sorts of  traffic concerns that they 
were having and this isn’t providing the 

remedy that people were looking for, 
originally.”

Council listened to the concerns at 
this month’s Committee of  the Whole 
meeting and tasked staff  with reporting 
back to Council on the matter. At the 
time, however, Director of  Planning 
Marco Ramunno said Council directed 
staff  to install the stop signs, with the 
additional measure of  installing flexible 
traffic bollards along Tamarac still on 
the table. 

“If  Council wants to direct staff  to 
revisit the placement of  the stop sign, 
it’s something we can do, but it was 
installed in the location as identified in 
the report back in the spring. Council 
also did direct us to install the flexible 
safety traffic bollards and we’re working 
on that.”

In the resulting report, staff  said they 
have reviewed resident feedback and 
collision data, finding “no safety-related 
concerns” at this and other similar three-
way stop intersections where at least 
one driveway is on the fourth side. The 
report also found “there were no safety 
conflicts between vehicles pulling out 
of  the driveways” at the intersection in 
question, based on a 24-hour monitoring 
of  the corner.

“Staff  monitored the subject all-
way stop intersection for 24 hours to 
determine whether there are safety 
conflicts between vehicles accessing 
the driveways at the intersection and 
vehicles traversing the intersection on 
Tamarac Trail,” reads the staff  report. 
“A speed study was also undertaken to 
determine whether speeds were reduced 
at the intersection of  Tamarac Trail and 
Albery Crescent (west leg) as a result of  
the stop sign installation.

“Staff  have reviewed video recordings 
taken at the intersection on Monday, 
September 9, 2024. Based on this review, 
there was no indication of  vehicle 
conflicts between vehicles accessing the 
driveways at the intersection and vehicles 
traversing the intersection on Tamarac 
Trail. Vehicular speeds on Tamarac 
Trail have been reduced as a result of  

the conversion of  the intersection of  
Tamarac Trail and Albery Crescent 
(west leg) to an all-way stop controlled 
intersection. Staff  undertook a speed 
study over a three day period and the 
results of  this work indicated that vehicle 
speeds (85th percentile speeds) on 

Tamarac Trail near the west leg of  Albery 
Crescent have been reduced by 6 km/h 
(from 53 km/h to 47 km/h) as a result 
of  the conversion of  the intersection 
of  Tamarac Trail and Albery Crescent 
(west leg) to an all-way stop controlled 
intersection.”
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The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5   T: 905-833-1972  www.cds.on.ca

Visit CDS  We would love to show you how far we’ve come  
in our first 52 years and invite you to be part of our future. Call us today  
at 905.833.1972 to book a tour!

The Country Day School has been part of the fabric of King Township since 1972.  
For the past 11 years, we have offered an annual merit-based Eberts Entrance  

Scholarship. This fall, we will once again be awarding four renewable entrance  
scholarships of up to $15,000 each to incoming students entering Grades 7–10  

who best exemplify the CDS commitment to education with balance. Families with  
demonstrated financial need will be given priority.

CDS would not  
have been possible for 

our family without  
Mr. Eberts’ generosity 

and vision.”
Current Parent 

‘‘This scholarship 
has done wonders 

for me. 
Going to The Country  

Day School does not only  
mean having access to an 

incredible education, it means 
discovering your passions 

alongside like-minded  
individuals and being taught  
by teachers who truly help  
you achieve what you never 

thought was possible.”
Adhya ’27

‘‘

Discover an 

eDucation with Balance
at the country Day school

Join us for 
an open House!

Junior School 
October 19 at 9:30 am

Middle/Senior School
October 17 & 23

6:30 pm

A
sk

 a
bo

ut
 E

nt
ra

nce Scholarships for G
rades 7–10

The Country Day School recently celebrated its 50th anniversary with the grand opening of an 
expanded and rejuvenated Junior School and spectacular Burns Family Hall, which encloses our 
1883 Eversley Schoolhouse in a naturally lit atrium at the entrance to the school.

Looking out at the Class 
of 2024, I see a united 

group with limitless potential who 
will go on to do incredible things 
and make change in the world.” 

Adam ’24, Class Valedictorian, 

‘‘

CDS_KWS Gatefold_OBC_2024-09-20_FINAL.indd   1 2024-09-20   4:47 PM
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Flooring 
   Superstore
Flooring 
   Superstore

NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.
Unit 1, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7B3

Inquiries@floorsDirectnorth.ca

Your friendly local flooring experts

Now Open Now Open 

T: 905-235-4400  |  F: 905-235-4411

SECTION B 

www.auroratoyota.ca

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA   
(905) 727-1948 | 1-866-979-3635

Early Bird
Seasonal Tire
Storage Special

(905) 727-1948 | 1-866-979-3635

Seasonal Tire
Storage Special
Avoid the heavy lifting 
and let us store your 
tires in our secure tire 
storage facility.

$79.95
+ HST

REGULAR $99.95

Caring For Our Community  newroads.ca

Auroran Sports Page Base Bar 2022.qxp_Layout 1  2022-04-07  3:40 PM  Page 1

AURORA TIGERS
J U N I O R  A  H O C K E Y  C L U B

G E T  Y O U R  T I C K E T S  A T  T H E  D O O R 

WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE!
1 Community Centre Lane, Aurora

AuroraTigersJRA.ca itigersjra

Join us for our 
2024-2025 SEASON!

Join us for our 
2024-2025 SEASON!

Our Home Opener is October 5th vs Caledon.

Tigers-2024-5_44x10_714.indd   1Tigers-2024-5_44x10_714.indd   1 2024-08-30   10:58 AM2024-08-30   10:58 AM

Sport Aurora’s All-Girls, All Sports one-day showcase took place at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex, shining a light on scores of sports available in the community. 
Auroran photos by Jim Stewart

82 “Tweeners” enjoy eight sports at Sport Aurora’s 
All-Girls, All Sports One Day” event at AFLC

Sport Aurora’s inaugural “All Girls, 
All Sports/ One Day” event was enjoyed 
by 82 participants at the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex on Sunday morning and 
afternoon.

Eight local sports clubs—KO 
Club Martial Arts, Elevation Athletics 
Badminton, Alpha Cheerleading, Town of  
Aurora Archery, Aurora Diggers Softball, 
Storm Volleyball, Spectrum North Baton 
Twirling, and Performance Fitness—put 
dozens of  enthusiasts through their paces 
to deepen the youngsters’ love of  sports and 
provide them with recreational options.

Sport Aurora President Ron Weese 
discussed the genesis of  the event.

“‘All-Girls All Sports/One Day’ grew out 
of  our All Sports/One Day demonstration 
events with a new focus on an all-girls event. 
We targeted ‘tweeners’ ages 8-14 because 
this group tends to drop out of  organized 
sports.  We’ve invited this group today to 
the Leisure Complex to learn something 
new and get re-engaged.”

Laurie Mueller, the masterful organizer 
behind Sport Aurora’s many events, was 
pleased that the first AGASOD was “sold 
out with five on a waiting list.”

“We’ve got over 80 participants for the 
morning and afternoon sessions. A key 
component to today’s success was the role 
of  the U18 Panthers Rep Hockey team. 
We have three or four U18 Panthers in each 
group to serve as mentors in a leadership 
capacity.”

Mark Dubeau, President of  the Central 
York Girls Hockey Association and a 
Panthers Coach, was coming off  a big 6-2 
U22 Panthers’ win in Kingston to kick off  
the first weekend of  the top club’s hockey 

BY JIM STEWART

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

We sell 
all types of

season.
Coach Dubeau was even more pleased 

with the 18U club’s active participation in 
Sunday’s event

“We want all Panther teams to be leaders 
in the community – great examples to all 
girls in all sport, not just hockey.”

Mueller, Sport Aurora’s Executive 
Director, described the end-of-session 
process and the critical role of  the Panthers.

“The 18U Panthers are going to sit 
together at the end of  the day with their 
groups. The Panthers are going to do a 
non-structured talk about girls in sport, 
they’ll encourage the girls to stay in sports 
at any level, and get a feeling on how the 
day went for the girls here at the Leisure 
Complex.” 

In addition to thanking the U18 
Panthers group leaders and the eight local 
sports clubs for providing expert instruction, 
Mueller also thanked “‘Canadian Women 
in Sport’ for sponsoring today’s eight-sport 
event. A big thank you to ‘Next Play’ for 
providing a grant that covered the costs 
of  fields, extra equipment as needed, and 
permits.
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NOW is the time to book!

• Asphalt Driveways & Parking Lots 
• Interlock 
• Concrete Work 
• Fully Bonded, Licenced & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial 
• Family Owned & Operated 
• Reliable & Dependable Service 
• All Work Fully guaranteed 

EAST: 416-757-5997
WEST: 416-626-5675

METroWIDEPAVING.CA

3
YEARS
8CE

LEB
RATING

ANN IV ERSARY

20, 21, 22, 23

210 Clarence Street, Brampton, Ontario   905.453.6403   www.landolightinggalleries.com

SPORT AURORA
BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS 

SPOTLIGHT:

Late Post Alert – Well they say better late than never! Congratulations to all 
the provincial athletes on their first competition of  the year 2024 at Waterloo 
Invitational! What a great way to get “our feet wet”. There were Solos, duets and 
teams.

York Artistic Swimming
Recently, we all 

observed the largest 
sport celebration 
on earth with the 
Paris Olympic 
and Paralympic 
Games. But why 
does this public 
demonstration of  
sport excellence 
matter? Sure, the 
accolades are nice, 
and of  course there 
are the thoughts of  
personal gain for 
athletes and coaches 
– but there is much 
more at stake than just medals.

Celebrating sports 
accomplishments is important for 
several reasons; both for individuals 
directly involved but also for the 
communities that helped these 
sports exemplars develop. 

The participation in the Olympic 
Games by Aurorans, and indeed 
all Canadians, is a source of  pride. 
Acknowledging talent, hard work, 
dedication, drive and commitment 
boosts the participants’ confidence 
and motivation and encourages them 
to strive for further excellence. This 
recognition can also help athletes 
develop a positive self-image and 
reinforce the values of  perseverance 
and teamwork.

But just as important, celebrating 
these accomplishments can inspire 
others, especially young athletes. 
This is why celebrating achievements 
even at the recreational or 
community levels is critical. 
When young athletes see local 
‘heroes’ being honored for their 
achievements, it cultivates a culture 
of  aspiration and encourages them 
to participate in sports and pursue 

their dreams.
It is well known 

that when sports, 
teams or individuals 
‘shine’ and this is 
celebrated publicly, 
it is noticed amongst 
even the youngest 
of  observers. We 
also see an uptick in 
sport participation 
that follows. These 
celebratory events 
can also promote 
inclusivity, bringing 
together people from 
diverse backgrounds 

to share in athletic success.
On a community level, 

recognizing sports achievements can 
strengthen social bonds and pride. 
It enhances community identity, as 
residents rally around their local 
teams and athletes, fostering unity 
and collaboration. 

Sport Aurora is about to enter its 
“Celebration Season” with numerous 
events that highlight the achievement 
of  local athletes, coaches and teams. 
This is done not only to foster 
pride in the achievements of  our 
Local Sport Organizations, but to 
build participation as the younger 
emerging athletes see what is ahead 
of  them and what is possible. This is 
vital for personal growth of  athletes, 
but also develops community spirit, 
and it fosters the growth of  future 
generations of  athletes, contributing 
to a healthy and vibrant society.

And while we are at it, why not 
celebrate and thank the parents, 
officials, managers and volunteer 
sport organizations who make sport 
happen in this community and 
countless others across our nation.  
This is why it matters!

By Laurie Mueller

SPORTS 
SCRAPS

Why 
celebrating 

sport 
accomplishment 

matters
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

Ownership and rental options are available in our independent living towers.

Contact us today at:
sales@tmoa.ca or 905-503-5560

When people think of 55+ living,
                       this is what they imagine.

           First, you make breakfast in your modern kitchen and enjoy it on your 
     private balcony. You sip coffee as staff look after the beautiful 25-acre property. 
  You spend the afternoon playing Pickleball in the indoor athletics court 
         while others enjoy the billiard room. 
    The afternoon is spent in the café enjoying 
         good food and great conversation.

Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care

Self-Driving Tour of Farms

Saturday October 12, 2024 
10am to 4pm

Bring the whole family for a fun filled 
day of farm and food experiences 

across Kawartha Lakes!
Tickets: 

Adults $5 • Kids under 14 Free
KawarthaFarmfest.com

Heroic 41-save performance by Tigers’ 
Christopher Thompson not enough in Aurora’s 
5-0 loss to King Rebellion

Aurora goaltender Christopher 
Thompson earned Third Star of  the 
Game honors by turning aside 41 shots 
fired at him by King Rebellion shooters 
on Sunday afternoon, but the Tigers 
could not beat rookie netminder Erik 
Powers in a 5-0 loss at the Nobleton 
Community Centre.

Powers—in his first start of  the 
season—made 42 saves to earn the 
shutout much to the delight of  the 390 
fans who packed the arena for the first 
Junior A hockey game in King since 
1987.

It was the Tigers’ fourth consecutive 
loss as their month-long road trip rolled 
on inexorably this weekend with stops in 
Haliburton County and King Township.

When the Tigers took the ice in 
Nobleton on Sunday for a 3 p.m. puck 
drop that included red carpet ceremonies 
to mark the Rebellion’s home opener, the 
road-weary Aurora team was coming 
off  a tough 5-2 loss to the Huskies at SG 
Nesbitt Arena on Saturday afternoon.

The Tigers trailed 3-0 after two 
periods of  play in Haliburton.

Aurora forward Parker Bonsignore’s 
power play marker at 2:19 of  the final 
frame pulled the Tigers to within two 
goals, but Isaac Larmond restored 
the Huskies’ lead at 11:16.  Thirty-
eight seconds later, Aurora’s Andreas 
Mikrogiannakis narrowed his team’s 
deficit to two. However, Sam Black 
tallied Haliburton’s fifth goal at 15:56 to 
provide the Huskies’ margin of  victory.

Former Aurora Tiger Carson 
Littlejohn—who was a prized acquisition 
in a multi-player deal with the Toronto 
Junior Canadiens in Fall 2023 – fired a 
power play goal in the first period for the 
Huskies and added one assist against his 
old club on Saturday afternoon.

On Sunday afternoon, after the 
dignitaries exited the ice surface in 
Nobleton, the Rebellion and Tigers 
fought to a scoreless draw after twenty 
minutes of  play in what amounted to the 
“Battle of  the 6’5” Goalies.’ Powers and 
Thompson put forth entertaining efforts 
for the fans assembled at the venerable 
arena that was home to the COJHL 
Nobleton Devils from 1985-1987. In 
addition to Powers’s 42-save, First Star 
of  the Game performance, Thompson 
kept the 0-4 Tigers in the game by 
turning aside 41 of  the 46 shots he faced 
in a heroic effort.

The Rebellion’s power play struck 
twice in the second period to break the 
scoreless tie.  Dylan Coers’s blast from 
the blue line through a maze of  red 
and white jerseys eluded Thompson 
high glove side at 2:46.  

Evin Kojokaro, who scored the 
Rebellion’s only goal in an 8-1 loss 
to the Toronto Patriots on Saturday 
night, staked the Rebellion to a 2-0 
lead at 8:23 of  the middle frame when 
Thompson got a piece of  the puck, 
but it trickled past him inside the right 
post. 

King opened up a three-goal lead 
on a brilliant individual play by Artem 
Narbekov who burst down the left 
wing, created a breakaway with a 
power move to the net, and fired a low 
shot along the ice that beat Thompson 
95 seconds into the third period.    

Simon Wang, the Boston University 
commit who rushed the puck 
brilliantly all game, banged in Captain 
Aaron Andrade’s rebound off  the left 
wing to provide the home side with a 
comfortable 4-0 lead with six minutes 
remaining. McCharles’s conversion of  
Andrade’s perfect pass provided a five-
goal cushion with just over two minutes 
left in the contest.

Opening Ceremonies on the Red 
Carpet in King

King Mayor Steve Pellegrini led a 
delegation of  dignitaries onto the red 
carpet at centre ice, welcomed both 
teams and 390 spectators to the first 
Junior A hockey game in King Township 
in almost 40 years, and presided over the 
ceremonial puck drop between Rebellion 
captain Aaron Andrade and Tiger 
Assistant Captain Antonio Cerqua.  
Mayor Pellegrini acknowledged the 
Rebellion’s recent win over the CJHL 
champion Collingwood Blues and 
invited all King residents to come out 
and watch the team play.

“Enjoy this thrilling season. I 
encourage all of  you to attend all the 
Rebellion’s home games here at the 
Nobleton Community Centre and at 
their permanent home at the Zancor 
Centre. Go out and see them on the 
road, too.  Let’s get ready to enjoy some 
great Junior A Hockey here in King.”

The sightlines in the Nobleton 
Community Centre were clear and 
the Rebellion looked resplendent in 
their home red jerseys with the team 
logo representing, as Mayor Pellegrini 
pointed out, “The Rebellion of  1837 in 
Lloydtown.”

The King Rebellion (2-2-1) is the 

rebranded version of  the Brantford 99ers 
franchise which was given approval by 
the OJHL to move to King City in the 
Spring of  2024.

BY JIM STEWART
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From page 3

When it comes to tackling any project, having the 

right tools can make a huge difference. With more 

than 14,000 types of equipment available for rent, 

Sunbelt Rentals is here to help you Make It Happen. 
Easily reserve what you need online or by phone. 

Long weekend special, pick up on Friday and 

return Tuesday for a one and a half day rental 

charge. Some conditions may apply. Don’t know 

exactly what you need? Let our team help. 

800-667-9328 or sunbeltrentals.com

WE BRING MORE “YES” 
TO YOUR PROJECT

Distinguished life of Ian Laing celebrated at CYFS 
dedication ceremony

Gilliland, who serves as chair of  the 
Joint Council Committee (JCC), which 
oversees the governance of  the CYFS. 

She hailed Laing as a “remarkable 
individual whose courage, dedication 
and leadership” left an “indelible” 
mark on the community.

“As we stand before this building, 
it is only fitting that we recognize the 
legacy of  our beloved late fire chief, Ian 
Laing,” she said. “I had the pleasure of  
working on JCC for the last six years, 
from concept drawings, budgeting, to 
finally watching this award-winning 
building come alive right before our 
eyes. This was a project Chief  Laing 
was proud to open. By renaming station 
4-5, we’re not just commemorating 
one individual; we’re also celebrating 
the spirit of  community, bravery and 
service it embodies. Let this honour 
serve as both recognition of  past 
achievements and inspiration for 
future generations. May we always 
strive to uphold the values Chief  
Laing has instilled us: teamwork, 
friendship, respect, and an unwavering 
commitment to our community.”

Region of  York Chair Wayne 
Emmerson, next to speak, saluted 
Laing as “more than a firefighter and 
fire chief ” but as a “leader, a mentor 
and a friend to so many.”

“His unwavering dedication to 
protecting our communities defines his 
career and his life. He truly embodied 
the spirit of  service, courage and 
resilience that every firefighter aspires 
to. Today, we commemorate not just 
Chief  Laing’s years of  service, but 
the immense impact he had on those 
around him. In naming this station in 
his honour, you’re ensuring a lasting 
legacy and every member of  the fire 
services will think of  Ian when they’re 
at this station. This station is a reminder 
of  his dedication, leadership, and 
profound impact on our community.”

The federal level of  government was 
represented by Newmarket-Aurora 
MP Tony Van Bynen who, as one-time 
mayor of  Newmarket, helped oversee 
the consolidation of  fire services.

“We could not have made a better 
choice,” he said, recalling the hiring of  
Laing in 2010. “He was a consummate 
firefighter – dedicated and proud of  
his chosen career, and absolute in his 
regard to provide his community with 
the absolute best service. I will miss the 
sparkle in his eye and the stories told 
by a gentleman I was proud to call my 
friend. To his wife Deborah and your 
family, I hope that today’s ceremony 
and naming reinforce for you the 
respect, gratitude and admiration of  
our community for Chief  Laing. He 

would be honoured to know his name 
is proudly attached to this firehall.”

At the Provincial level, Newmarket-
Aurora MPP Dawn Gallagher Murphy 
recalled her first visit to the fire hall 
where Laing proudly showed her 
“every nook and cranny” of  the space 
with much excitement.

“You know what was the most 
important? It was the twinkle in his 
eye and how his face just lit up when 
he was talking about the firefighters – 
how they dedicated their lives to the 
safety of  our community members,” 
she said, addressing CYFS members. 
“This station is an amazing facility. 
However, it is truly about the women 
and the men who work here… it is 
all about you. You are Chief  Laing’s 
legacy. Thank you for all your courage, 
your leadership, and your empathy.”

Added Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill MPP Michael Parsa: 
“Chief  Laing’s legacy lives on through 
you, lives through the fire fighters 
who follow in his footsteps, and his 
headquarters, which will forever be 
recognized by his name.”

Laing’s successor, Chief  Rocco 
Volpe, closed the ceremony with 
memories of  working side-by-side 
with Laing over the last decade of  his 
career.

“He was a visionary who was always 
one step ahead of  everyone, finding 
ways to improve our service and 
keeping our firefighters and the people 
we serve safe. On a personal note, 
Ian and I shared many chats, going 
over all the details of  the day’s events, 
brainstorming for the future. We 
always had our green tea afternoons 
because it became our tradition and 
I always treasure the moments of  
reflection and our friendship. I can’t 
forget Chief  Laing’s one-line zingers. 
He dropped them effortlessly, leaving 
the room in laughter. Try as I might, 
I have never been able to deliver them 
quite as flawlessly as he did but I’ll 
keep trying.

“Every time we step through these 
doors will be a reminder of  the 
standard he set, the impact he had 
and the difference he made in the 
lives of  so many. Today, we do more 
than name a station – we honour a 
great man whose service will continue 
to guide us, inspire us, and remind us 
why we do and what we do.”

Families flock to new Headquarters for CYFS Open House

Families from across Aurora and Newmarket descended 

on the newly-minted Ian Laing Headquarters on Saturday 

for the Central York Fire Services’ annual Open House. The 

event featured an array of activities and demonstrations de-

signed to let the public get up close and personal with their 

local fire department and come home with a few safety 

tips of their own. (Top Row) Jaxson sees what it takes from 

Jason. Ben and Leo. (Middle Row) Julia, Chloe and Mariel. 

Guests took a ride on the Tim Hortons’ Express Train. (Third 

Row) Remy and Mory. Evelyn and Justin. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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BY BROCK WEIR

1700 King Rd, King City | 1.855.337.2999 | DawsonDental.ca 

BOOK YOUR COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION! 

Please join us in welcoming 
Dr. Sol Weiss,  Principal Dentist from 

Before Veneers After Veneers 

We are beyond excited to announce the 
addition of a new member to our dental team 

at  Dawson Dental King City!

With a focus on precision, artistry, and patient-centered care, Dr. Weiss focuses on 
a wide range of cosmetic dental procedures, including: 

• Porcelain Veneers
• Non-Prep Veneers
• Porcelain Crowns
• Dental Implants
• Teeth-in-a-Day
• Smile Makeovers
and much, much more!

in Yorkville

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

New bylaws will register basement 
apartments, third suites but Councillors 
question whether it goes far enough

A new bylaw coming up this fall 
will allow homeowners to register 
two additional dwellings on their 
property, but some lawmakers 
question whether the new legislation 
will make things safer for renters.

The bylaw in question, which is 
up for consideration at this week’s 
Council meeting, is poised to come 
back to lawmakers for enactment 
this November. It’s the result of  the 
Ontario Government’s More Homes 
Built Faster Act.

Under the new legislation, 
municipalities are required to allow 
additional residential units across 
the community in detached, semi-
detached, and townhouse units and 
“within an accessory structure located 
on the property.”

The intent, say municipal staff, 
is to allow up to three units on one 
residential lot. Current bylaws allow 
a total of  two units per lot.

“The Town established [the bylaw] 
on August 14, 2012, which requires 
the registration of  second units. 
The proposed Registration Bylaw 
will include ‘additional residential 
units’ (ARUs), which applies to both 
second and third units within a 
single-unit dwelling and additional 
units in an ancillary building,” say 
staff. “As per Planning Act, the by-
law would permit the registration of  
one ancillary unit, such as a garden 
suite or a laneway home, with a self-
contained residential dwelling unit 
within an accessory building with 
its own facilities and sleeping area, 
to be located at the rear or side yard 

of  a detached, semi-detached, or 
townhouse dwelling.

“The Town’s proposed Registration 
By-law will include a section on 
inspections and enforcement which 
was not included in the current 
Registration By-law. As this by-law 
would be authorized pursuant to 
the Municipal Act, the inspection 
and enforcement practices would 
be the same as those utilized by 
the Town with respect to other by-
laws authorized by the Municipal 
Act. It should be noted that while 
the inspection regulations allow for 
entry onto the property, it does not 
allow entry into the building without 
the owner’s consent. Therefore, the 
enforcement capabilities of  this by-
law will be limited.”

Council first reviewed the 
recommendations at the Committee 
of  the Whole meeting earlier this 
month, but voted to defer it until 
November after Ward 1 Councillor 
Ron Weese brings forward another 
motion – potentially as early as 
October – that addresses the 
overriding concern with the draft 
bylaw: enforcement.

“Enforcement [is] one of  the 
biggest problems with this particular 
bylaw,” he said. “[The report says] it 
will not allow entry into buildings or 
dwellings unless consent is provided 
by an occupant, which limits the 
Town’s [authority]. If  you’re creating 
a policy, you’re creating a rule that 
is unenforceable, then it is really not 
much good to us. My direction is 
to look at something that has some 
enforcement powers to it.”

These were concerns reflected by 

Ward 3 Councillor Wendy Gaertner, 
who said the licensing of  second suites 
has “always been very problematic.”

“It’s really hard to get people to 
register their second units and it 
basically is a safety issue because if  
they’re not inspected, we don’t know 
that they are safe,” she said. “If  they 
don’t get registered, we don’t inspect 
them. Before we add a third unit 
to this… I would like to see what 
Councillor Weese has come up with.”

Similar sentiments were echoed by 
Ward 2 Councillor Rachel Gilliland 
and Ward 5 Councillor John Gallo.

“I’m not so sure it is going to 
make a big difference on the overall 
outcome,” said Councillor Gilliland.

On Councillor Weese’s upcoming 
motion versus what was on the table, 
Councillor Gallo added, “This sounds 
like it could be revised in a significant 
way, in a positive way, where we 
can accomplish entry whereas this 
isn’t allowing that. I have no issues 
[delaying the bylaw until after the 
motion] unless there is some urgency 

in passing this now, to wait to hear 
what comes out of  the resolution, and 
hopefully put it all together.”

Whether or not the matter was 
urgent was also questioned by Ward 4 
Councillor Michael Thompson, who 
was told by Town Solicitor Patricia 
Desario that there was some urgency, 
but even if  Council waited until 
November, enforcement powers were 
limited.

“We do not have authority to 
enter into people’s homes,” she 
replied. “It’s very difficult to do so. 
We did have, from bylaw, a standard 
operating procedure that we did a 
couple of  years back. At the time, 
we did say that one way to enter the 
property would be more through a 
search warrant because legislation 
does not give us the authority to enter 
into people’s homes. While it could 
wait until November, it might be the 
same answer.”

Added Mayor Tom Mrakas, “The 
legislation allows it (third units) 
regardless of  what we do.”
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YOUR LIFE
RENEWED
Last chance to live in this popular community, 

perfectly located by the Trent River. You will 

enjoy the accessible and amenity rich location 

surrounded by nature’s harmony with lakes, 

forests, conservation areas, parks, hiking trails 

and more. Something special awaits you in 

affordable Hasting’s Estates.

 Register Now - myhastingsestates.ca
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Aurora Town Square donors celebrated at reception, performance
The Norman Dance Company inaugurated Aurora Town Square’s Davide DeSimone Performance Hall on Friday night as donors and supporters of the downtown revitalization project were honoured at a re-
ception. Facilities named after donors include: TFP Aurora Developments Atrium; Shining Hill Box Office; Shining Hill Visual Arts Studio; Shining Hill Multipurpose Studio; Addison Hall Dance Studio; Treasure 
Hill Bridge; Nichols Family Foundation Program Room; McAlpine Ford Lincoln Conference Room; Joyce and Jim McAlpine Collections Storage Area; Charlieville Development Reading Garden; Davide DeSimone 
Performance Hall on behalf of Royalpark Homes; Delmanor Amphitheatre; and Mirkopoulos Plateia. 								                    Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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Flyer prices effective from Thursday, September 26th to Wednesday, October 2nd, 2024

WHEN YOU SPEND 
$300 OR MORE
in-store or through PC Express™ online pickup or delivery

Earn points towards FREE* groceries
*Minimum redemption 10,000 PC Optimum™ points. Some redemption restrictions apply. See in-store or visit pcoptimum.ca for details.

Don’t forget 
to load your 
offers!

We match prices*  
when you show us a 
lower advertised price!
*SEE FLYER LEGAL FOR DETAILS
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to get the offer.
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Pomp and circumstance – and a whole lot of fun – heralds  
AURORA TOWN SQUARE OPENING

Pomp and circumstance gave way for a whole lot of fun on Saturday afternoon as the Town formally 
opened Aurora Town Square. (Top Row) Celebrations began a block away at Aurora Town Square 
where members of the St. Andrew’s College Pipes and Drums brought residents from Town Park to the 
Square, led by Town Crier John Webster and his wife, Mary, passing the historic Church Street School 
along the way. (Second Row) Hundreds had assembled in the Delmanor Amphitheatre by the time the 
procession arrived on Mirkopoulos Plateia for the formal ribbon cutting. Formal remarks were delivered 
by Webster and (Third Row, Left) Traditional Anishinaabe Grandmother Kim Wheatley. (Third Row, 
Right) Following the ribbon cutting, Mayor and Council cut a celebratory cake, which was enjoyed by 
(Fourth Row, Left) the assembled onlookers. (Fourth Row, Right) Inside, Lyana, Wen and Mary took in 
the heritage elements of the Church Street School. (Fifth Row) Patricia Wallace and former councillors 
Sandra Hymfryes and Alison Collins-Mrakas enjoyed the café. Jonah and Nash took in new exhibitions 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre. (Sixth Row) Jane Taylor of the Aurora Cultural Centre and Webster are 
pictured at the meeting point of heritage and new where the Cultural Centre merges with the TFP 
Aurora Developments Atrium. Michael takes in the 250-seat Davide DeSimone Performance Hall on be-
half of Royalpark Homes. (Seventh Row) John and Sherry take a seat in the Treasure Hill Bridge, which 
connects the Aurora Public Library to the new Aurora Town Square building. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may find that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you find the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-inflammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
efficient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, inflammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a  
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased flexibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
efficacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

Advertorial

Puzzle No.TASEPT2624 • Solution in ClassifiedsCROSSWORD

“Town Square is going to energize 
Aurora for a very, very long time,” said 
Mayor Mrakas prior to the Friday night 
performance. “It’s a stunning visual 
metaphor of  our past and present coming 
together in one place.”

“The reality is all great towns and cities 
have lively, dynamic downtowns with 
world-class amenities,” he continued, 
showcasing the various amenities among 
the highlights of  the project, from the 
Treasure Hill Bridge connecting the 
Aurora Public Library to the Church Street 
School addition, the outdoor plaza, which 
will serve as an all-season gathering space, 
top-notch display and storage areas for the 
Aurora Museum & Archives, and studios 
throughout the building.

“Aurora Town Square is a cornerstone 
of  Aurora’s downtown revitalization, 
integrating the Town’s past, present 
and future,” said Webster the following 
afternoon, as cloudy skies gave way to 
blazing sunlight. “We are standing in 
the midst of  Aurora’s proud history, in 
celebrating the official ribbon cutting of  
a project created with an inclusive and 
sustainable focus. Aurora Town Square 
is a dynamic and innovative hub in York 
Region for residents, local businesses, and 
visitors alike, celebrating everything arts, 
culture and heritage.”

These sentiments were echoed by Mayor 
Mrakas, who was joined on stage for the 
ribbon-cutting by Ward 1 Councillor Ron 
Weese, Ward 2 Councillor Rachel Gilliland, 
Ward 4 Councillor Michael Thompson, 
Ward 5 Councillor John Gallo, Ward 6 
Councillor Harold Kim, former councillors 

Sandra Humfryes and Jeff  Thom, CAO 
Doug Nadorozny, and Robin McDougall, 
Aurora’s Director of  Community Services.

“Aurora is now home to a world-class 
arts and culture hub, a central community 
gathering space where people can come 
watch a show, see a new museum exhibit, 
take an art class, or simply meet a friend 
for a coffee at the new Armoury Café on 
the lower level,” he said. “There will be an 
interactive water feature in the summer and 
skating on this outdoor square in the winter, 
now named the Mirkopoulos Plateia (plaza) 
after one of  our very generous donors.

“It’s truly hard to overstate just how big a 
moment this is for our community. It took a 
tremendous amount of  work from so many 
people to complete Town Square – from 
members of  Council, former members 
of  Council and staff, to our contractor 
partners and architects. This not only was 
a four-year construction project, this is 
something our community has talked about 
for 20 – 30 years… It took a tremendous 
amount of  financial support from so many 
generous donors in our community whose 
names are now enshrined on the donor 
wall in our atrium. I want to thank all of  
them for their tireless efforts and generosity 
in helping us complete Town Square, the 
largest project in the Town’s history.”

Thanking the former Council members 
for “believing in this project and supporting 
it so vigorously,” the Mayor also thanked 
the community as a whole. 

“This was a complex and long journey 
and without your support and patience, 
we simply couldn’t have gotten to this spot 
we’re at today. We’re so grateful that so 
many of  you saw the value in this project. I 

really do want you to feel connected to this 
building and this outdoor square because 
this is your building, your space, for all of  
you to enjoy…. 

“Town Square really does have so much 
to offer our community and I can’t wait 
for all of  you to get inside and take a tour. 
The Davide DeSimone Performance Hall 
on behalf  of  Royalpark Homes, really the 
centrepiece of  the indoor space, can be 
configured in so many different ways to 
support various events from concerts, to 
plays, to trade shows. In the coming days, it 
will host film premiers, musical and dance 
performances, including Sloan, our grand 
opening headliner on October 11. While 
Sloane is already sold out, there are many 
more performances, film screenings and 
events to attend. 

“The Aurora Cultural Centre and 
Marquee Theatrical Productions, two 
of  our wonderful community partners, 
will continue with exciting programming 
year-round in the performance hall. 
We’ve also ensured the building has a state 
of  the art, environmentally-controlled 
collection space, including the Joyce and 

Jim McAlpine Storage Area so the Aurora 
Museum and Archives can safely exhibit 
our incredible local artefacts and they are 
preserved for future generations.”

The Treasure Hill Bridge, he added, is 
a “stunning architectural achievement” 
that is an event space in and of  itself  – as 
demonstrated at Friday night’s reception 
– while the green roof  will “reduce energy 
consumption and stormwater run-off  while 
creating a habitat for birds and pollinators.”

“Town Square is set to truly become 
the beating heart of  our community. But 
this is much more than an arts and culture 
hub. Town Square is a central part of  our 
efforts to revitalize downtown,” said Mayor 
Mrakas. “It is our hope Town Square will 
help attract more people from across the 
Region into our downtown core, which 
will support existing businesses, encourage 
new ones to open up, and create new jobs 
and exciting opportunities. Town Square 
will usher in a new era for our downtown 
at a time when more and more people are 
moving to our community to seek that high 
quality of  life Aurora has become known 
for.”

From page 5

From page 1

Aurora Town Square opens with fanfare

to offer our community, and I can’t wait for 
all of  you to get inside and take a tour.

The  Davide DeSimone Performance 
Hall on behalf  of  Royalpark Homes, really 
the centerpiece of  the indoor space, can 
be configured in so many different ways 
to support various events, from concerts to 
plays to trade shows.

In the coming days, it will host film 
premieres and musical and dance 
performances including Sloan, our grand 
opening headliner, on October 11.

While Sloan is already sold out – 
there are many more performances, film 
screenings and events to attend – visit 
AuroraTownSquare.ca for more tickets.

The Aurora Cultural Centre and 
Marquee Theatrical Productions, two of  
our wonderful community partners, will 
continue with exciting programming year-
round in the Performance Hall.

We’ve also ensured the building has 
state-of-the-art environmentally-controlled 
collections spaces, including the Joyce and 
Jim McAlpine Collections Storage Area, so 
that the Aurora Museum and Archives can 
safely exhibit our incredible local artifacts 
and that they’re preserved for future 
generations.

The gorgeous Treasure Hill Bridge you 
all see, which spans the outdoor square and 
connects the new addition to the Library, is 
a stunning architectural achievement and 
can be used as an event space itself.

Our green roof  will help us reduce energy 
consumption and stormwater runoff, while 
creating a habitat for birds and pollinators.

The inviting  TFP Aurora 
Developments  Atrium, featuring the 
exposed brick of  the historic Church Street 

School, is a stunning visual metaphor of  our 
past and present meeting in one place.

And the  Mirkopoulos Plateia, which 
features the Delmanor Amphitheatre, will 
be a place where our community can gather 
for important celebrations.

Town Square is set to truly become the 
beating heart of  our community.

But this is much more than an arts and 
culture hub.

Town Square is a central part of  
our efforts to revitalize the downtown, 
something that’s so important to so many 
community members.

The reality is that all great towns and 
cities have lively and dynamic downtowns, 
with world-class amenities.

And Town Square will help attract 
more people from across the region into 
our downtown core, which will support 
existing businesses, encourage new ones to 
open up, and create new jobs and exciting 
opportunities.

Town Square will usher in a new era 
for our downtown at a time when more 
and more people are moving to our 
community to seek out that high quality 
of  life Aurora has become known for

It is now time for what we’ve all been 
waiting for!

I’d like to invite our current members 
of  Council, former councillors and Town 
staff  to join me to cut this ribbon and 
officially open Town Square. Come on up!

What an incredible moment, I’m 
absolutely thrilled.

I want to again thank all of  you for 
joining us this afternoon for this historic 
occasion.

And again, thank you all for your 
support on this project.

GETTING THINGS DONE
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ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

CLEANERS

PEST CONTROL

PROPANE

RENOVATIONS/REMODELING/LANDSCAPE

ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING

JUNK

MASONRY

PAINTING

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

CONCRETE

CREMATION

DECKS & FENCES

DRIVEWAY PAVING

3.5”w x 1.625”h

www.roadhouseandrose.com | 905-895-6631

•  Dignified
•  Respectful
•  Inexpensive

Affordable Cremation Services 

Call us 
for more 

information

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

brightskylights@gmail.com

Call Joe to check 
your skylights!

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof-Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

416.705.8635

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS

PLUSPLUS

BRIGHTBRIGHT
SKYLIGHTSSKYLIGHTSSUMMER RENOVATIONS INC.

BIG OR SMALL GIVE US A CALL!
(Free Estimates)  647-287-7168

Build/Repair Fences 
Build/Repair Decks

             Quality Masonry Restoration 

905 251 2233 

 

 

 

 QMR                                     Quality Masonry Restoration  

905 251 2233

A&A IDEAL RENOVATION

416-219-4530  Alex  416-625-4441

Home Remodeling • Electrical • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bathrooms • Finished Basement

All Flooring Work • Drywall • Painting  
Deck & Fences • Landscaping

Fully licensed and insured. One year warranty on all labour. NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

www.liftec.ca ~ 1-866-280-7770

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

DO NOT REPLACE

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.
“We raise sunken concrete”

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction Of The Cost

Of Replacement

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

OPEN

AD
CALL DIRECT: 905-751-6013

If you are reading  
this ad, our  

advertising works!

PLEASE 
RECYCLE  

THIS PAPER.

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT 905-727-3300 EXT. 102

AURORA Recycles!

Y� r local fencingY� r local fencing
   professi� als   professi� als

One St�  Sh�  f
  all y� r Fencing and Deck Needs

• Bonded & insured
• WSIB & CRA COMPLIANT
• 5 year warranty

New Subdivision SpecialistNew Subdivision Specialist
Decks • Fences • GatesDecks • Fences • Gates

Post ReplacementPost Replacement
Tear Down & Disposal

Email kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.ca
647-53-FENCE(33623)647-53-FENCE(33623)

www.thejunkboys.com

TheJunkBoysLtd
416-655-8260

The crew at The JunkBoys Ltd. are here to help you clean up! 
We’ll take almost anything, except your ex-wives,

ex-husbands and/or mothers-in-law!  Our customers are
always satisfied with our work with a 100% referral rating!

LANDSCAPING 

CALL  
to make your 
appointment 
416-219-4530
416-625-4441

HOME
RENOVATION

ASA 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

BORA  
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

TREE SERVICE
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

TOP DOLLARTOP DOLLAR
FOR SCRAPFOR SCRAP
AND USED CARSAND USED CARS

Open 7 days a week
Call Albert: 647-501-5932

We pay from 

$300-$20,000
CASH ON THE SPOT Free

Tow!

APARTMENT FOR RENT

MATH TUTOR

SERVICES

WE PAY CASH  
for SCRAP 

vehicles any size.  
We also buy construction  

and farm equipment.  
Open 7 days a week.  

Call 905-859-0817 (Peter)

DENTAL 
HYGIENIST
Andrea Freitas RDH

INDEPENDENT

30 Prospect St. Suite 203 | Newmarket 
happydent416@gmail.com | By appointment (416) 779-4771   

www.happydent.ca

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

HANDYMAN 
PROJECTS

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 
30 Years Experience

Painting & Repair

John: 647-671-5179
FREE ESTIMATES 

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HALF A HOUSE FOR RENT in 
the heart of  King City, walk to GO  
station. 1650 sq. ft.  2 bedrooms, laundry,  
separate entrance. 2 full bathrooms; 
one is an en-suite.  Back yard. Lots of   
parking. All inclusive except WiFi. 
Available immediately. $2500.00/mo 
NS NP call: 289 383 3121

HIGH SCHOOL MATH TUTOR
Tel 416-708-7454 Homework Help 
Tests and exams review. Teaching  
Advanced Functions Calculus and  
Vectors. 
www.mathematicsmagazine.com

STORAGE AVAILABLE: 20 yard 
sea can container for storage located in  
Nobleton. Safe location. For more  
information, please call 905-859-0817

thi ngs...you ought to know
SEPTEMBER 21 - 28

Discover a new class or workshop from September 21 - 28, 
with the Aurora Cultural Centre’s Discovery Days, a series of free, 
short interactive demos for you to try out a new class or workshop! 
From Adult sessions in Indigenous Beading to Printmaking, 
Painting and so much more, to Early Years Music for Toddlers 
& Caregivers, and Comic Drawing for Children. All Discovery 
Days demos are offered on a drop-in first-come, first-served 
basis - no registration required, but limited spaces available. 
Find your new Fall class or workshop while discovering the new 
Aurora Town Square! For the full Discovery Days schedule, visit 
AuroraCulturalCentre.ca.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Garden Aurora’s speakers Series continues with Kenneth 

Brown, speaking on the enjoyable activities of the autumn 
gardening season, planting new bulbs, harvesting and preparing 
for winter’s blanket of snow. Join us for free at The Royal Canadian 
Legion, 105 Industrial Pkwy North (lower rear entrance), Doors 
open at 7 p.m., meeting starts at 8 p.m., followed by our flower 
show, coffee and snacks available. For more information, please 
visit www.gardenaurora.ca.

* * * * 
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series continues this 

evening from 7 – 8.30 p.m. with Ted Barris. Hybrid (In-person 
or over Zoom) $12.50/person. In his 22nd book of non-fiction, 
Battle of Britain: Canadian Airmen in Their Finest Hour, Ted Barris 
has assembled unknown stories of Canadian airmen, ground 
crew, engineers, aeronautical designers, medical officers and 
civilians, who answered the call and turned back the very real 
threat of Nazi invasion. Meet the Canadians who helped secure 
victory in this WWII life-and-death struggle.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
The Aurora Cultural Centre is thrilled to kick off our 2024-

2025 season in the new  Performance Hall at Aurora Town 
Square! Featuring Juno-nominated jazz-folk-R&B phenom 
Barbra Lica and her five-piece band, and supported by Charlotte 
McAfee-Brunner (“Trombone Charlotte”) the upstart discovery of 
the Toronto jazz and roots music scene. NEW - Reserved seating! 
Tickets $40 (HST incl); 7.30 p.m. Licensed bar. For details and to 
purchase visit AuroraCulturalCentre.ca.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
The Aurora Farmers’ Market continues at Town Park today 

from 8 a.m.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
The Town will honour the National Day for Truth and 

Reconciliation on Monday, September 30 at Aurora Town Square. 
This gathering has been developed through partnership with 
the Town of Aurora, Aurora Cultural Centre, and members of 
the Indigenous community. This day is focused on the Truths 
and meaningful steps toward Reconciliation. The Town of 
Aurora encourages you to join in the Ceremony and Community 
Gathering focusing on the truths. The Aurora Cultural Centre also 
welcomes you to join in the reconciliation efforts. By participating 
in both gatherings, it is hoped to create a more wholesome 
experience. Details below.

* * * * 
Ceremony and Community Gathering @ Aurora Town Square, 

5.30 p.m. – This evening gathering focuses on remembering 
the children who did not come home, those who have lived 
as survivors and their families. It is important to recognize and 
commemorate the difficult history of residential schools, their 
ongoing legacy and the trauma experienced by so many. This 
evening will provide the opportunity to learn, to have a safe space 
for meaningful reflection and a sacred fire starting at 5:30 p.m. 
Ceremony and gathering led by Anishinaabe Grandmother Kim 
Wheatley, Elder Pat Floody, Ancestral Knowledge Keeper Raiden 

Levesque and Spoken Word Poet Sarah Lewis.
* * * * 

Concert for Truth and Reconciliation – Aurora Town Square 
Performance Hall @ 7.30 p.m. – Presented with the support 
of the Department of Canadian Heritage, the Aurora Cultural 
Centre is honoured to commemorate the National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation through the power of music. Join Indigenous 
musicians and leaders in the Performance Hall for an evening 
featuring reflections in song. Consider wearing orange to honour 
thousands of Survivors of residential schools.  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
Martha Chaves and guest host Ali Hassan (Radio Host - 

CBC’s Laugh Out Loud) will bring the house down with “I Got My 
Papers!” The Nicaraguan-Canadian comedy celebrity and émigré 
returns to Aurora along with special guests Fiona O’Brien and 
Danish Anwar. NEW - reserved seating at the Aurora Town Square 
Performance Hall! Tickets $40 (HST incl); 7.30 pm. Licensed bar. 
For details and to purchase visit AuroraCulturalCentre.ca.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series continues this 

evening from 7 – 8.30 p.m. with Arlene Chan. Hybrid (In-person 
or over Zoom), $12.50/person. Pioneers, Heroes and Game 
Changers. Extraordinary Chinese-Canadians defied the odds 
and overcame challenges to make a lasting difference. Stories 
of courage and determination celebrate their legacies. Join us 
in listening to personal and local histories about these impactful 
individuals.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10
Colours of Fall Concert at Town Park – 6.30 – 8.30 p.m.: 

As you nestle into your blanket while nibbling on some good ol’ 
fashioned roasted corn, enjoy the unforgettable music of  Neil 
Young performed by tribute band, After the Gold Rush. You will be 

“Rockin’ in the Free World” and have a “Heart of Gold” after joining 
us for an authentic experience. Community corn roast, pumpkins 
and carving tools will be provided for families to showcase their 
carving skills (while supplies last).

ONGOING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les ADULTES / 

18+ (des francophones aux débutants capables de converser) 
- qui cherchent à mettre en pratique leurs compétences 
Conversationnelle en français. Over Zoom with a nominal fee of 
$2.50. RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. For 
more information, email partagez.york@outlook.com.

* * * * 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle Program textile 

recycling and donation program. In the current COVID climate, 
a greater number of people are wanting to donate or get rid of 
unwanted items, increasing the need for more outlets being available 
to receive the items. This program will provide a convenient way for 
people to donate or get rid of used/unwanted clothing, blankets, 
linens and furniture and will help lessen the amount of items 
ending up in landfills. Materials that were previously perceived as 
waste will now be seen as a valuable resource further encouraging 
redistribution. The items will be recycled in the following ways: 
To be given to individuals who are survivors of violence and are 
transitioning from shelters into new homes; To be sold in our store; 
To be sold to a textile recycler, which makes for an ongoing source 
of funding for Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their services 
to the thousands of people that require them each year. When and 
Where: Monday and Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
with 30-minute time slots – only 1 drop off per time slot. If you 
do not have an appointment, we cannot accept your donation. 
The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham St, Unit 
4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select 
your drop off time slot.

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services 

all the time, but, 
if you want to be there 

when they do, 
advertise in our 

At Your Service Directory 
or Auroran Classifieds. 

Call 905-751-6013
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*The Daryl King Team consists of 43 registered Sales Representatives. **All data compiled by Re Stats Inc. from TRREB for closed transactions +/-2.5% on volume basis in 2020. *** 
Based on data collected within Re/Max network in Canada in 2020. Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another Brokerage.

Discover More Featured Listings. 
Your Perfect Home Is Just a QR Code Away.

MAGNIFICENT EXECUTIVE HOME IN KLEINBURG
 Luxurious 4-bedroom home with over 4,300 sqft 
of living space plus a finished basement. Located 

in a prestigious community near parks and 
amenities. Features a gourmet kitchen, spacious 
family room with 19ft ceilings, formal dining and 
living rooms, and a private backyard. High-end 

finishes throughout and a 3-car garage.

ELITE AURORA MANSION OPPORTUNITY
Brand new luxury mansion with 3-car garage, 

finished basement, separate entrance, and 
elevator in South Aurora’s exclusive Royal Hill 
community. This 5-bedroom, 6-bathroom 

home boasts upgraded finishes, an Italian chef’s 
kitchen, spa-like primary suite, and a finished 

lower level with home theatre. Assignment sale.

LAKE WILCOX LUXURY HOME HAVEN
Brand new custom executive home being built on 
a 150’ lot in Lake Wilcox. This 4+1 bedroom, 5 bath 

home boasts upgraded features perfect for family 
living and entertaining. Chef’s kitchen with JennAir 
appliances, open concept living areas, luxurious 
primary suite, and a finished lower level. Close to 

Lake Wilcox Park and trails.

PRESTIGIOUS HOME WITH PREMIUM FENCED LOT
This executive home boasts a 3-car garage 

with an EV port on a premium lot in a prestigious 
community. Enjoy a grand 2-story foyer with a 

3-way fireplace, a chef’s kitchen, a private deck, 
a luxurious primary suite, and a finished walk-

out lower level with a gym, recreation room, and 
additional office.

PRESTIGIOUS REGAL CREST RESIDENCE
Magnificent newly built ‘Regal Crest’ home in 

OakRidge Meadows offers 10ft ceilings, gourmet 
chef’s kitchen, and a spacious open concept 

layout. Features include 4 bedrooms with ensuites, 
main floor office, and 2nd floor laundry. Enjoy 

nearby nature trails, Lake Wilcox, and convenient 
transit access.

BRAND NEW  HOME ON SPACIOUS DOUBLE LOT
Brand new custom-built executive home 

on a premium 96’ x 126’ lot in Richmond Hill. 
This masterpiece boasts an open concept 

layout, high-quality craftsmanship, 10’ ceilings, 
chef’s kitchen with quartz counters and Bosch 

appliances, spa-like ensuite, spacious bedrooms 
with walk-in closets, and a 38’ x 126’ easement. 

Perfect for luxury living.

SOPHISTICATED BUNGALOFT IN VAUGHAN
Sophisticated stone and brick Bungaloft in 
sought-after Vellore Village! Nestled on a 

landscaped lot, this stunning home features a 
chef’s kitchen, soaring family room, formal living 

with fireplace, main floor primary suite, and a 
fully finished lower level with separate entrance. 
Perfect for families seeking luxury and comfort.

PEACEFUL BUNGALOW RETREAT NEAR LAKE
Discover this upgraded walkout bungalow on a 

serene cul-de-sac near Little Lake. Enjoy modern 
living with three upgraded bathrooms, a spacious 
kitchen with stainless steel appliances, a private 
backyard with a waterfall, an oversized garage, 
and direct access to nature. Close to schools, 

parks, and amenities.

SPACIOUS CORNER SUITE WITH VIEWS
Stunning 3-bedroom corner suite with 

breathtaking G-Ross Park views! Over 1300 sqft, 
fully renovated in 2019 with an open-concept 
design, chef’s kitchen, and spa-like ensuite. 

Smart home features, two-car tandem parking, 
and top-notch amenities. Prime location near 

transit, shopping, and more—this gem won’t last!

CHARMING FAMILY HOME, GREAT LOCATION
Stunning 3-bedroom family house with modern 

features and a beautifully finished basement. 
Conveniently located near amenities, parks, 

shopping, and transit. Open-concept main floor, 
chef’s kitchen, elegant living room, and spacious 

bedrooms. Includes community pool access. 
Don’t miss out!

LUXURIOUS ‘FERNBROOK’ HOME IN AURORA
Presenting the exquisitely designed ‘Fernbrook’ 

executive home in Princeton Heights, Aurora 
Estates. This expansive lot property boasts 

premium finishes and a gourmet kitchen, with 
customization options available. It includes four 
generously sized bedrooms, each with its own 

private bathroom.

OAK RIDGES HOME WITH ADJACENT LAND
Own two adjacent half-acre lots in Oak Ridges. 

Renovated 18 Cynthia offers nearly 3000 sqft plus 
lower level, featuring a modern kitchen, breakfast 

area with walk-out to private pool-sized backyard, 
large family room, and luxurious primary suite. 
Adjacent 20 Cynthia, a 73 x 296 ft lot, includes 

permits for a 4400 sqft home.
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Start their journey 
at CDS!

The 
Country  
Day School  
has been part of the  
fabric of King Township since 1972.  
For the past 11 years, we have offered 
an annual merit-based Eberts Entrance 
Scholarship. This fall, we will once again 
be awarding four renewable entrance 
scholarships of up to $15,000 each to 
incoming students entering Grades 7–10 
who best exemplify the CDS commitment  
to education with balance. Families  
with demonstrated financial need will  
be given priority.

To learn more about our entrance  
scholarships, visit  
www.cds.on.ca/eberts-scholarship.  

Questions? 
Please contact our Admissions Team at 
905.833.1972 or admissions@cds.on.ca.

RSVP to an Open House today!
Additional tour opportunities are available at 
www.cds.on.ca/visitus. We look forward to 
meeting you soon! 

CDS offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational  
environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King. 

Join us for 
an open House!

Junior School 
October 19 at 9:30 am

Middle/Senior School
October 17 & 23

6:30 pm
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The state-of-the-art Performing Arts 
Centre enhances our ability to inspire and 
instruct students in drama and music.

Our VisiOn  
The Country Day 

School is committed 
to offering a superior 

educational experience 
that is sensitive to  
the needs of each  
student, enables  

learning and equips 
students for life.

820
STuDenTS enrolleD 

in GraDeS JK-12

100
aCre CampuS in KinG

18
averaGe ClaSS Size

79
CDS GraDuaTeS in 2024

90%
onTario SCholarS

99%
univerSiTy aCCepTanCe
for The ClaSS of 2024

AP
a varieTy of CourSe 
offerinGS available

48
aThleTiC TeamS 

aCroSS 24 SporTS 

3
DramaTiC proDuCTionS 

eaCh year 

40+
ClubS anD 

exTra-CurriCularS 

2,400
alumni worlDwiDe 

CDS Quick Facts 

Our 79 members of the Class of 2024 
received admission offers to some  
of the top universities across Canada,  
the U.S. and the world.

The Outdoor Ed program begins in the 
Junior School and continues through to 
Senior School, enriching the science and 
social studies curriculum.

Long-lasting values are established 
through CDS sports teams, including 
self-confidence, discipline, 
sportsmanship and integrity.

Our debaters and public speakers have 
performed locally, nationally and on the 
world stage – capturing world champion-
ships four times in the last eight years.
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