
    THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 12, 2023           Page 1

so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 20

www.livingassistance.ca

Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

Call me today.
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Two policies. One place.
Bundle your car and home insurance. 

WELLINGTON  STREET EAST

JUST 5 DOORS DOWN 
NOW South of Wellington 
17 Industrial Parkway South

NEW LOCATION, 
SAME GREAT SERVICE!

17 Industrial Parkway South Just 5 doors down  
SOUTH OF WELLINGTON   905-727-8473
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We’ve Moved!We’ve Moved!  

We look forward to seeing you!

contact@mmbakeshop.ca | ig: mmbakeshop | fb: MM Bake Shop

B A K E  S H O P
14800 YONGE ST, 104 
905-503-6174

All our items are 
made on-site using 
only natural products! 
Some gluten free options are 
available and simple,custom 
orders are welcome.  

OPEN  
9AM–6PM

 Cakes & Desserts Cakes & Desserts

Continued on page 10
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PURRFECT PHILOSOPHY – Local author Dr. Lawrence Segel has the purrfect introduction 
to philosophy in his latest book, one which will benefit an area animal rescue. For more, see 
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Black History Month events will 
welcome leaders in February

Music is centrepiece  
of  Cultural Centre’s  
“Winter of  Content”

It’s a “winter of  content” as 
homegrown Canadian talent shines as 
part of  the Aurora Cultural Centre’s 
winter performing arts season.

A mix of  fan favourites and up-and-
coming musicians, the winter season 
offers something for everyone – and with 
a lot more certainty than in the last few 

Black history has deep roots in 
this community, this province, and 
the country – but Black History 

Month in Canada wasn’t an official 
observance until 1995 following the 
efforts of  then-MP Jean Augustine.

As the 30th anniversary of  Black 
History Month in Canada approaches 
ever closer, Ms. Augustine will be in 
Aurora next month to help kick-start 
local celebrations organized by the 
Aurora Black Community (ABC).

Augustine will be a special guest at 
a special gala hosted by the ABC on 
February 3, just days after the Pan-

African Flag is slated to be raised at 
Town Hall at the start of  the month.

ABC founder Phiona Durrant says 
the month-long series of  events are 
based around the themes of  “Making 
Room” and “Opening Doors” – with 
“joy, celebration and warmth” at its 
heart.

“We have seen a lot of  excitement, 
a lot of  laughter, a lot of  different 
things – but to be in one room and feel 

BBQ BBQ 
VATA COURT AURORA  |  905 713 2317 
www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

SaleSaleSaleFREE
assembly & 
delivery on 
all Genesis

Oakridges

‘

FASHION INC.

WINTER SALEWINTER SALE  
50% OFF 50% OFF 

CCRRUUIISSEE  WWEEAARR  
NOW IN STORENOW IN STORE

15195 Yonge Street  Aurora  |  905.726.4063                @oakridgefashions oakridgefashions.com

905-751-0533  | 14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S.  www.barronshome.net

BARRONSBARRONS
In-Stock

CLEARANCE 

Furniture - Candles
905-726-4349

www.renoasis.com

• Sunrooms
• Large Screens 
• Windows/Doors 

“Making Room & 
Opening Doors”  
key themes this year

WHO WILL 
THEY BECOME?
WHO WILL 
THEY BECOME?

www.cds.on.ca/visitus
905 833 1972

Offering JK-12 on 100 acres in King. 
Take the next step today!

BLACK HISTORY MONTH PREVIEW – Aurora Black Community Association members Ron Kellman, Bobbie Marshall, and Phiona 
Durrant, pictured Monday at Yonge and Wellington, are hard at work on a full slate of programming for Black History Month this February.    
                                                                                              Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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At Kingsway PlaceAt Kingsway Place
Enjoy A Winter Staycation

Call 905-841-2777 or
visit kingswayaurora.com

Book by January 15th &
get the 4th month FREE*
Book by January 15th &
get the 4th month FREE*

Beat the Winter Blues with a stay in one of our fully 
furnished studio suites.

Enjoy delicious meals, daily activities, and most
importantly meet new friends!

*terms and conditions apply

Record-holding rapper to kick-start student’s 
Black History Month programs

Oscar Peterson was hailed for 
the “sense of  joy, and the powerful 
emotions” he brought to audiences as 
the world-renowned pianist’s image was 
emblazoned on the back of  a loonie just 
last year.

Peterson, who died more than 15 
years ago considered one of  the greatest 
jazz pianists of  all time, blazed a trail 
for Black Canadian musicians while 
underscoring the unifying factor of  
music.

His music has inspired generations 
and stories like Peterson’s will continue 
to inspire as award-winning and record-
setting rapper Duane D.O. Gibson 
brings his annual Black Canadian 
History school tour to Aurora later this 
month. 

A popular presentation, this year’s 
tour is entitled Black Music 365, and 
will make a stop at Devin’s Drive Public 
School on January 27. 

Born in Saskatchewan and raised in 
Southern Ontario, Gibson is focusing 
on contributions made by musicians 
like Portia White, Maestro Fresh Wes, 
Drake, Jully Black and Peterson to 
highlight Black Canadian achievements 
throughout our history.

“I think it’s really key to know the 
contributions of  Black musicians,” says 
Gibson.

Gibson began his school presentations 
more than 20 years ago. Initially speaking 
about goal-setting and delivering an 
anti-bullying message, when February 
came around, he asked schools if  he 

could delve deeper into Black History.
“One thing I started noticing a few 

years later is things weren’t seeming to 
change; when I went into a school and 
started asking kids about Black History, 
the number-one thing they would say 
is, ‘I know who Martin Luther King is,’ 
or ‘I know who Rosa Parks is…’ that’s 
great to know, but I saw this was being 
repeated again and again.”

Gibson’s father hails from Cape 
Breton, a place with a rich Black history. 
It was there he first learned about Viola 
Desmond, a Black business owner in 
Nova Scotia who challenged racial 
segregation when denied a seat in a 
Whites-Only section of  a movie theatre.

“I wanted to share these stories with 
kids,” he recalls. “When I first started 
talking about Viola Desmond, so many 
kids were just shocked that they had 
never heard of  it, and even more so how 
many teachers and principals were like, 
‘I have never heard this story.’ It was 
something kids could relate to because 
every kid can relate to going to the 
movie theatre and getting popcorn. It 
doesn’t matter if  you’re a kindergarten 
kid, you can relate to that. 

“When I say a Black woman was told 
she couldn’t sit in the main area, but 
had to sit in the balcony, does that make 
any sense? All the kids are immediately 
like, ‘No,’ but that’s how they can click 
and get what racism is because I think it 
is very difficult for kids to understand a 
world, especially in the greater Toronto 
area, where we have so much diversity, 
what racism really meant at that point.” 
Canadian culture, he notes, relies “so 
much on American media” that some 
of  our own homegrown stories are 

overpowered.
“I grew up listening and idolizing 

American musicians so as we’ve seen a 
shift over the last 10 or 15 years, that with 
an artist like Drake who is the biggest 
rapper in the world or The Weeknd, 
we started to kind of  accept ourselves 
a little bit more. I think once you learn 
that these stories do exist you can’t help 
but want to learn more. We’re a country 
that loves hockey, so when I talk about 
the Coloured Hockey League and a 
Black Canadian is credited with creating 
the slap shot, or the Coloured Hockey 
League was created 22 years before the 

NHL, I think these are important things 
for kids to hear about, especially when 
we read in the news about problems 
with Hockey Canada, problems with 
diversity, and problems with racism in 
hockey in Canada, I think it is really 
helpful for kids to get that background 
that it is not a newish thing for a Black 
person to play hockey. Blacks have been 
playing hockey in Canada for literally 
over 100 years.”

The strong desire to learn, he 
says, always wins the day and he’s 
often impressed by kids as young as 
kindergarteners who are engaged as 
well.

His rap name, “D.O.” stands for 
“Defying the Odds” and that helps create 
another conversation that underscores 
the main message, whether he’s talking 
about Black History, leadership, or anti-
bullying.

“For a student who might be an 
average White kid, I want them to still 
be able to identify with what it means 
to be in this position. I think kids can 
understand that by knowing what it’s 
like to have people say, ‘You can’t do 
this,’ when I talk about Jackie Robinson 
wanting to play professional sports and 
the reason why they couldn’t at the time 
was simply because of  their skin colour, 
they really had to defy the odds. Now I 
want them, regardless of  the community 
they’re in… to know that it is important 
to be kind to one another and have that 
background just to be kind to others. 

“I think it is going to be a very 
interesting year because as everyone 
is familiar with George Floyd and the 
Black Lives Matter…the interesting 
thing at the time is when we were in the 
middle of  the pandemic, I found that 
over the last two years of  doing these 
presentations virtually it was great to be 
able to connect with students. As soon 
as Spring came last year and I was back 
in schools, I just saw how that message 
carried on, that kids are still aware of  
racism and racial issues, and I think 
this generation is more of  an active 
generation that really wants to stomp 
out racism, call it out when they see it, 
know that it is not acceptable and not to 
let things pass. 

“Even with that said, there has been 
a prevalence over the last few years of  
more and more kids using the N word. 
What I find is when they’re using 
the N-word they’re not using it in a 
derogatory meaning. They’re using it 
as a joke. I can recognize that because 
I listen to rap music and sometimes 
when I am in the car with my kids 
and they’re playing Cardi B and they 
want to rap along, I don’t want them 
to say that word but I recognize that 
other kids are sitting in their rooms 
repeating those words. Sometimes I 
play games online with my son, I hear 
that word from other kids. I think it 
is important for kids to realize the 
impact of  words and to know how 
you might hear this in a song but it is 
not acceptable to use in a classroom 
or to your friends in any way.”

Rapper Duane D.O. Gibson will speak to students at Devins Drive Public School on 
January 27 ahead of Black History Month. 

Contributed photo
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January is Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Month and the Alzheimer Society 
of  York Region is aiming to connect 
people living with dementia – and their 
families – with the supports they need 
so they don’t have to face the journey 
alone.

Finding supports early is key in this 
journey, they say, and the Society’s 
First Link program is a great initial 
step forward.

First Link is a program offering 
services and information to people 
living with Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias on risk reduction, living well 
with dementia, up-to-date research, 
referrals in more. It’s all about helping 
individuals and their families manage 
the many challenges dementia can 
present.

“It’s a horrible, difficult disease for 
anyone, but people fare a little bit 
better if  they’re connected earlier,” says 
Andrea Ubell, Director of  Programs 
& Client Services, for the Alzheimer 
Society of  York Region, which is based 
on Edward Street in Aurora.

Since the program’s inception, Ubell 
says the number of  people who have 
reached out to become involved has 
been “steadily increasing,” something 
she attributes both to more people 
being diagnosed as well as more doctors 
being aware of  what the program 
offers.

“What usually happens when you go 
to a doctor is they say, ‘You have this 
disease, here’s a number, give it a call.’ 
The beauty of  First Link is when the 
diagnosis is first made at the doctor’s 
office, the families and the person are 
asked, ‘Would you like us to connect 

you with the Alzheimer Society?’ At 
that point, referral is sent to us, and we 
call them in a week or two, depending 
on how urgent the situation is, and stay 
in touch with the family, too. 

“In the old days, and it still happens, 
you got to a geriatric specialist or you 
get a diagnosis, they may or may not 
see you again unless there’s a problem. 
Knowledge is power and helps us to 
cope better.”

The program also connects 
patients and their families with other 
organizations that provide supports, 
such as CHATS (Community & Home 
Assistance to Seniors), for people with 
different needs, including those in the 
early stages of  dementia.

“Part of  what the Alzheimer Society 
of  Canada is doing is trying to combat 
some of  that stigma,” says Ubell of  
some of  the preconceived ideas people 
have about Alzheimer’s and other 
forms of  dementia. “Unfortunately, 
here in York Region we don’t have a 
memory clinic, per se. People are not 
often diagnosed until they are well 
into the disease. Family doctors are a 
little bit reluctant to give people that 
diagnosis. Families and the person with 
the disease, because of  the nature of  
the disease to some people and how 
it presents, are reluctant or unable to 
accept it. They don’t reach out for help 
and we see them in our emergency 
rooms at a crisis point.”

To underscore the importance of  
making contact early, Ubell recalls one 
family who became involved with the 
Society back in 1992. A son reached 
out regarding his mother’s life with 
dementia and their family support 
groups and education classes proved 
invaluable – and proved invaluable 
again when the man’s wife reached out 
to them again several years later.

“She was aware enough to see there 
were changes in her husband. She was 
seeing them, able to get to a doctor early, 
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VOTED #1 AGAIN, 23 YEARS IN A ROW
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Support changes everything for people living with 
dementia: Society

get him diagnosed, get him on some 
medication, and I would say for the first 
few years they lived very well with the 
disease and that’s the whole point of  us 
trying to reach families early,” she says. 
“It’s telling people they’re able to live 
well in the early stages of  the disease 
and, as the disease progresses, with the 
right support, families will be able to get 

January is Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Month

Briefly
FARM BOY OPENS NEXT THURSDAY

Farm Boy will formally open its doors in Aurora next Thursday, January 
18. Located on Wellington Street East and Goulding Avenue, across from the 
Walmart plaza, the grand opening ceremony will be held at 7.45 a.m. with 
doors opening at 8 a.m. The first 100 customers will receive a free bag of  
Farm Boy Himalayan Pink Salt Popcorn, coinciding with National Popcorn 
Day. The community is invited to the official Grand Opening Celebration 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., featuring contests, samples, kids activities and more.

through this with support. It’s a very 
difficult hill. ‘Call us.’ That’s the main 
thing. Reach out and call us. There’s 
never a question that is something 
you shouldn’t ask. If  we don’t know 
the answer, we will find it out. It’s 
support, it’s educational resources, and 
it’s linking to services whether they 
be our service or community services. 
The health care system is a really 
challenging one to navigate, even if  
you work in it, it is very confusing. If  
we can help in any way, please don’t 
delay calling.”

To get connected to support, contact First 
Link Coordinator, Sara MacLean at 905-
726-3477 or smaclean@alzheimer-york.
com. For more information, visit alzheimer.ca/
york/en/help-support/programs-services/
first-link.
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Goalposts – as they now stand in 2023
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By the time this arrives on your 
doorsteps, or is visible on your screens, 
it will most likely be Thursday, January 
12.

We’re nearly two weeks into 2023, 
and what do we have to show for it so 
far?

Well, we’re still here. That’s a great 
start.

Hopefully we’re beginning the year 
with things – not just material “things” 
– that give us joy, and hopefully we 
have enough joy to spare and are 
doing our best to spread the wealth.

If  you’re not a person who thrives 
in the winter, maybe you’re simply 
content that the days have been 
getting longer, a little bit each day, 
since December 21 was in the rear-
view window. And, hey, for any of  us, 
a minute or two of  extra daylight here 
and there is nothing to sneeze at, so 
let’s chalk that up in the “win” column.

How about those New Year’s 
resolutions? How are they faring?

If  they too are now in the rear-
view mirror, that’s fine. New Year’s 
at this time of  year is a relatively new 
concept, so if  you’ve fallen short of  
your goal, there’s no harm in picking 
it back up and setting your own terms. 
They’re no less valuable if  you start on 
February 1 rather than January 1.

If  you’re still sticking with them, 
good for you. I hope they are fulfilling, 
attainable, and do not add any 
unnecessary stress.

Over the weekend, I was at a 
shopping centre and although I can’t 
remember just what they were selling 
on the other side of  the entrance, the 
sandwich board just outside their door 
caught my eye in its simplicity.

“2023 will be better.”
There was no need to spell out the 

comparators.
We all know what we hope 2023 

will be better than. We now have three 
orbits of  the sun under our belts now 
since the world went awry – again, for 
reasons that don’t need to be spelled 
out.

I couldn’t decide whether “2023 
will be better,” followed by a full stop, 
was encouraging and something we’re 
all hoping for (and should be hoping 
for, in my opinion) or something 
more melancholic and symbolic of  
how far we’ve been forced to move 
the proverbial goal posts of  what 
constitutes a “better” year – or not. 

Yet, I think we can all agree on the 
sentiments rather than the details.

Better, as we’ve come to learn over 
these last three years of  struggle, 
can mean wildly different things to 
disparate groups of  people. One 
person’s “Freedom” Convoy is another 
person’s hostage situation. A plea to 
resume wearing masks to some might 
be a return to common sense or a shift 
to “tyranny” to another.

However we define it, the power to 
make it happen is nevertheless within 
all of  us.

We all have different traditions in 
which we like to ring in the year.

Denmark, for instance, has a 
tradition of  breaking old dishes on the 
doorsteps of  friends which, according 
to a recent online rundown from 
Glamour, is rooted in the belief  that 
the more shards you find on your 
doorstep in the morning, the better 
luck you will have throughout the year.

In some cultures, particularly those 
with deep roots in Spanish tradition, 
it’s a custom to eat 12 grapes in the 
last few seconds of  the outgoing year 
in the belief  that it will bring luck and 
prosperity to the consumer in the year 
ahead. 

If  it’s fertility you’re looking for in 
the year ahead, one might borrow 
from a Greek tradition of  hanging an 
onion, apparently chosen for its ability 
to self-propagate to be a symbol of  
growth, just outside your door.

Veggies play an important role in 
some Colombian traditions as well. 
There’s a custom of  placing three 
potatoes in various states of  “peel” 
(un-, fully, and partially) under the beds 
of  others and, depending on which 
spud you pull out the next morning, 
you could be in for good fortune, bad 
fortune, or something in-between.

I like to keep things reasonably 
simple.

So far, aside from a culinary journey 
here and there, my own traditions 
don’t yet involve potatoes, onions, 
or grapes, nor do they involve any 

deliberately broken crockery, but in 
the hopes that the year-that-will-be 
begins on the right foot, I always like 
to do something new and out-of-the-
ordinary as the clocks tick down.

Mind you, out-of-the-ordinary need 
not be anything extraordinary. For me, 
it’s been as grandiose as seeing the ball 
drop in a city I have never been before, 
or as simple as trying out a new recipe.

It wasn’t too much of  a struggle this 
past December 31 to find something 
new to do.

Thanks to Mother Nature’s pre-
Christmas wrath, most of  the day was 
spent doing a do-over on Christmas 
Morning brunch and gift-giving that 
had to be put on the backburner.

Ahead of  the holidays, it certainly 
wasn’t how I anticipated spending 
December 31, 2022, but it was lovely 
and helped me cross the threshold of  
2023 with more of  a festive spring in 
my step than I would otherwise.

It was certainly a good way to start 
the year as you mean it to continue: 
upbeat and looking towards brighter 
times ahead.

Better, at least from my 
perspective, is up to all of  us.

As we move into 2023 – some of  
us more cautiously than others – I 
can’t help but wonder what to you 
would constitute a “better” year 
than the one that just passed.

Pre-COVID, I’d wager goal posts 
for some might have been being 
able to afford the home or car 
of  your dreams, pulling off  that 
perfect dream vacation, finding that 
elusive work-life balance, getting 
that cottage, that promotion, that 
raise, that renovation, that, that, 
that…

But what is it now? Have you 
moved the goalposts closer to you 
or further away?

Would you now define “better” 
as simply having a roof  over your 
head or being able to afford a 
car that is just reliable? Finding 
or maintaining steady work? Just 
looking forward to spending more 
time with family and celebrating 
milestones once again with a greater 
degree of  certainty?

Or, given everything we’ve had 
to do without since the first quarter 
of  2020, maybe “better” is simply 
making up for lost time? 

Send your thoughts to brock@
lpcmedia.ca.

Machell’s Corners

The Aurora Food Pantry was very 
busy over the last several months as 
more people sought our help to put 
food on the table.

Because of  the incredible support 
of  our community, we were able to 
respond with our usual full range of  
groceries plus the makings of  a holiday 
meal, cookies to decorate and a holiday 
basket prepared by the students at Holy 
Spirit Elementary School.

Thank you all for your donations of  
food, cash and treats.

You made a difference!

Allison J. Stuart, Chair
Aurora Food Pantry

Brenda Dragon, Indigenous 
entrepreneur, designer and founder of  
Aurora Heat in Fort Smith, Northwest 
Territories is thoughtful about using 
natural and reusable productions and 
will share insights about replacing 
single-use products and fast fashion as 
during CFUW A/N’s January Speaker 
Series.

“Our family tree is full of  trappers—
my grandparents, my parents, and, as it 
turns out, my daughter and her partner 
are trapping in the Fort Smith area. It’s 
a deep part of  who we are as Northern 
people.”

Brenda Dragon, designer and 
founder, Aurora Heat will share what 
it means to carry on this tradition on 
January 24 at 7:30 p.m. in a virtual Zoom 
presentation at the monthly meeting of  
the Canadian Federation of  University 
Women Aurora/Newmarket.

CFUW Aurora/Newmarket 
welcomes women from the community 
to this virtual presentation, the fourth 
installment of  the club’s popular 
Speaker Series. The series runs from 
September to April each year and offers 
presentations that are educational, 
inspiring, and engaging.

For more, visit www.cfuwauroranewmarket.
com/speakers-2022-23.

Anne Marie Devine
Canadian Federation of University Women 

Aurora/Newmarket

www.TheAuroran.com

@TheAuroranNews

To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email 
to brock@lpcmedia.ca  

Deadline for submissions  
is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Donations made a 
difference: Food Pantry

University Women host 
Indigenous entrepreneur
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As the new year dawns, it’s time for 
some predictions for what we may see 
happen in Aurora in 2023.

January
The new Aurora Town Square 

will feature retractable seating in the 
performance hall, and a retractable 
wall in the Art Studio, but so far the 
only retractable element of  this project 
is its completion date(s).

Important updates on new COVID 
waves and strains that three long years 
ago would have been met with mass 
hysteria by Aurorans are met with 
mass indifference.

February
In a nod to global warming, the 

groundhog skips right over spring and 
predicts an early summer.

March
The press release announcing the 

Town’s 2023 tax increase includes six 
uses of  the word “sorry.”

April
A company purchases the naming 

rights for a new municipal building, 
but in a shocking move, names it after 
a local historical figure, and not after 
itself. 

A few months after the ban 
on single-use plastic products is 
introduced, its effect is noted through 
a 25% reduction in garbage being 

picked up during the Town’s annual 
Clean-up Day.

May
Metrolink celebrates the 170th 

anniversary of  the first train to arrive in 
Aurora by announcing that Wellington 
will soon be closed for an extended 
period to allow the construction of  the 
underpass at the railway tracks.

June
After blitzing us in 2021 and 

ignoring us in 2022, who knows what 
the spongy moths have in store for 
Aurora in 2023, except that we’ll all 
either be over or under-prepared for 
it.

Ward 2 comes out on top in the 
Town’s first ward-based sporting 
competition.

July
While these tough times force 

residents to tighten their belts, the 
province continues to tighten its 
Greenbelt.

August
The growing number and popularity 

of  local events such as the Concerts in 
the Park, Ribfest and Haunted Forest 
results in neighbouring municipalities 
complaining that more of  their 
residents are participating in Aurora’s 
events than their own.

September
In a nod to its growing retail 

popularity, Aurora adopts a cannabis 
leaf  as the Town mascot.

October
A plaque is erected recognizing the 

Henderson Sewage Pumping Station 
project as the longest active construction 
project in Town.

November 
Council initiates a study to increase 

the number of  wards in Town.

On the day of  the official opening of  
Town Square a charity auction gets a 
bid of  $474 for the one-time use of  one 
of  the Square’s few parking spots.

December
Not only is Aurora unsuccessful at 

preventing the construction of  a 12-story 
building at Leslie and Wellington, but 
the province announces that due to this 
project’s delay, the building will now 
need to be at least 20 stories tall.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

As we look forward to the start of  a 
New Year, I would like to convey my 
best wishes to everyone on a year full 
of  happiness, health and success.

2022 was a year of  revival and 
growth.

Thanks to your participation and 
collaboration, we were able to celebrate 
and appreciate countless moments and 
opportunities together.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
reflect on everything we accomplished 
in the past year. This column is not 
only a look back on those moments - 
but also a message of  appreciation and 
a reminder that I am here to advocate 
for your voice. 

It was a year of  change for many of  
us, and under the leadership of  Premier 
Doug Ford, I was given the privilege to 
serve as Ontario’s Associate Minister 
of  Housing alongside Minister Clark 
to address Ontario’s housing crisis.

From day one, it has been my mission 
to advocate for those struggling to live 
a better, more stable life. Ontarians 
should not have to give up on their 
dreams of  homeownership. The 
shortage of  housing supply impacts all 
Ontarians, no matter their background 
or budget. As the legislature reconvenes, 
we will continue our ongoing work to 

increase the supply of  housing and 
ensure that all Ontarians, especially 
our most vulnerable, have a place to 
call home. 

Of  course, there were some 
unforgettable moments right here 
in our community. The moments 
I cherished most were those spent 
connecting with constituents.

Throughout 2022, we stood up 
for freedom and truth. From the 
collective march of  people demanding 
democracy and freedom in Iran, to 
the day of  Truth and Reconciliation 
where we remembered the tragic and 
painful history of  residential schools. 
We shared grievances and heartaches, 

but we also experienced newfound 
moments of  solidarity and strength. 

Together, we celebrated many 
successes and achievements. Watching 
our men’s national team qualify for the 
World Cup for the first time in 36 years 
was a moment of  great pride and joy. 
It was a testament to their sacrifice, 
hard work, and resilience – qualities 
we value most.

On Canada Day, we celebrated 
and reflected on what many of  us had 
overcome.

Despite all hardships, we were 
there for one another, and we made 
sacrifices to build a more safe and fair 
community for everyone. While we 
must recognize that there is still more 
work to be done, no challenge is too 
great, if  we face it together. 

As always, my staff  and I are here to 
serve the constituents of  Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond hill. We are ready 
and at your service if  you require 
assistance with any provincial matters. 
The best way to reach us is through 
contacting my office at 905-773-6250 
or emailing us at Michael.parsaco@
pc.ola.org. 

I wish you all the best in 2023 and I 
know that with your continued support, 
we will make this year the best one yet.
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Senior Scape
Christina Doyle

The Year Ahead in Aurora

Are you optimistic  
about the  

year ahead?

Parsa’s 
Perspective

Michael Parsa, MPP 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

The Aurora 
Museum & 

Archives is…
Saving  
Some  

Labour
Washing dishes has long been the bane of 
humanity, an odious and sometimes odorous task 
that piles up daily if not addressed. In the late 
1940s, this Cameron Jet-Agitated Dishwasher 
(988.38.14) was a water-powered counter-top 
solution to this problem. Hot water would be 
pumped into the lid by a hose connected to the 
faucet, spinning the interior basket which was 
carefully filled with dirty dishes.  The advertising 
from the day promised a 5-minute clean and 
bone-dry dishes, if run with “Vel” branded 
detergent. But with today’s competetive counter-
space, moving dishwashers underneath made 
good, clean sense.

New Year’s Day. It is a fresh start. A new 
chapter in your life waiting to be written. 
This is going to be the best year ever for 
you, dear reader. A year of  new, new hopes, 
new dreams and a new life. Live today with 
a newness in your heart. Choose better 
ways to help yourself  have the best year 
ever. The focus doesn’t have to be on you, 
but on others; an opportunity to share your 
time, talents and treasure with others. 

This is the year that we are going to focus 
on the positives in our lives and much less 
on the “news of  the day.” Be extra patient 
with yourself  whether you are healing from 
surgery, a cold, the flu or the expectations 
you have placed on yourself. Let’s not hurry 
through the day, let’s savour each moment 
that we are on this earth.  The world really 
isn’t such a bad place, after all. I am sure 
you have heard the expression “life’s not 
a dress rehearsal”. Don’t hold back, dear 
friend, if  something compels you to do 
something nice for another, then do it, don’t 
think twice.  What is missing from many of  
our days is a true sense that we are enjoying 
the lives we are living. This year, let’s learn 
to savor the small moments that bring us 
contentment. 

Today, take the time to slowly arrange a 
bouquet of  flowers and to experience the 
color, the fragrance and beauty in your 
dwelling place. Pour yourself  a cup of  tea, a 
new tea by your favorite window, especially 
where the sun may be shining.  These 
beautiful simple pleasures are just waiting 
to be enjoyed and so often overlooked.  As 
you look at that face in the mirror, welcome 
those lines of  laughter, appreciate that 
person who has been through so much that 
could most likely write an incredible novel 
of  adventure based on their life.  

Grasp this New Year by the horns and 
learn to recognize and embrace those 
beautiful moments of  happiness that are 
yours to enjoy.  As we age, we realize we 
need less and less of  stuff, however, some 
of  that “stuff ” keeps us grounded, keeps us 
motivated to appreciate all we have right 
now.  Make peace with yourself  this New 
Year, forgive yourself, don’t look back, it 
really is water under the bridge, and it has 
floated away.

Look at today and trust yourself  in 
making good decisions for yourself. You 
know what makes you happy, you know 
what stirs your heart. So, then, dear one, go 
for it, do something new this year especially 
letting go of  anger from someone or 
forgiveness in yourself.

This year is the year of  healing and 
moving forward. Be courageous, trust your 
wisdom of  your heart and I know whatever 
you are looking for, with a contrite heart, 
you will find it.

When you go to bed tonight, write down 
five things that you are grateful for about 
this day.  Some days the list will seem endless 
and yet filled with the simplest of  things. 
Having a gratitude journal is the first step 
in attaining a happy life and content life. 
Remember you are not the same person 
you were last year and the year before 
that, you have learned much along the 
way.  As the months pass you will be able 
to see and read a journal that is truly filled 

You only live once-
but if you work it 

right, once is enough. 
– Joe E. Lewis
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210 Clarence Street, Brampton, Ontario   905.453.6403   www.landolightinggalleries.com

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

“Only a matter of time” before new variant reaches Ontario: top doc

It’s “only a matter of  time” before the 
so-called “Kraken” variant of  COVID-19 
is here in Ontario, according to Dr. Barry 
Pakes, York Region’s Medical Officer of  
Health. 

In his latest update to the community on 
January 9, the Region’s top doctor said the 
“concerning” new variant is causing “well 
over 50 per cent of  cases in the U.S.” and 
was recently detected in British Columbia.

“It has the increased ability to evade some 
immunity and a bit more ability to attach 
to lung cells, meaning it is outcompeting 
with other sub-lineages and is likely to 
cause a surge in cases, hospitalizations, and 
potentially deaths in the coming weeks,” he 
said.

The threat of  a surge due to the new 
variant means the community needs to 

redouble its vaccination efforts.
“Between September and the end of  

2022, there were over five COVID deaths 
every single week in York Region residents,” 
said Dr. Pakes. “We know that these were 
preventable with the disproportionate 
number of  people not being vaccinated 
or being incompletely vaccinated; that is, 
they haven’t been vaccinated within the last 
six months and they didn’t have a bivalent 
vaccine. That is the vaccine that prevents 
against Omicron. The previous vaccines do 
not provide the same protection, so if  you 
had two, three or even four vaccines but not 
the bivalent vaccines, you’re not as protected 
as you could be.

“Just over 40 per cent of  those over age 
70 have had the bivalent vaccine in York 
Region but all of  us should have it. You 
may still get COVID, but you’re far less 
likely to get severely ill or be hospitalized 
or die if  you have been vaccinated with the 
bivalent vaccine. Over 200,000 York Region 

residents have a bivalent dose. It’s time to 
get yours. Even if  you had COVID, if  your 
infection was over three months ago and you 
haven’t had the bivalent vaccine, please visit 
one of  our clinics or your nearest pharmacy. 
You can also receive your annual flu shot at 
the same time. It’s not too late.”

Dr. Pakes encourages all residents who 
aren’t up-to-date on their vaccine to visit one 
of  York Region Public Health’s clinics to 
get boosted. Public Health has maintained 
its clinic capacity to ensure convenience for 
residents.

“We have seen vaccine coverage in the 
Province and York Region stall in the most 
high-risk neighbourhoods. Many of  these 
neighbourhoods have higher case counts, 
hospitalizations and deaths throughout the 
pandemic. We need to redouble our efforts 
in these areas. It may be time to kindly 
inform or encourage your friends and loved 
ones, no matter what neighbourhood they 
live in, to get vaccinated, particularly those 

over age 70 but also those of  any age. You 
can make a difference in your community.

“It’s not only COVID that continues 
to overwhelm our acute care hospitals. 
Fortunately, influenza cases have declined 
somewhat recently, but RSV remains a 
significant threat to children. I have recently 
seen several young children with RSV who 
needed intensive care. Watching a baby 
struggle to breathe is heartbreaking and it 
is preventable. Following our busy holiday 
season of  gatherings, let’s all do our part 
to prevent additional spread of  all these 
circulating viruses. Please monitor yourself  
for any cold or flu-like symptoms. Should 
you have any symptoms, please remain 
home from school or work. If  you do have to 
go out, follow all other layers of  protection: 
practice good hand hygiene, remain distant 
wherever possible, and wear a mask if  you 
have symptoms – and ideally for 10 days 
after your symptoms began.”

For more, visit York.ca/Covid19.

Briefly
On August 22, 2022, a York Regional 

Police officer was en route to a call when 
his cruiser struck an Audi in Aurora. 
The Special Investigations Unit (SIU) 
says the Audi’s 23-year-old male driver 
and 22-year-old female passenger were 
both seriously injured. SIU Director 
Joseph Martino determined there were 
no reasonable grounds to believe that 
the officer transgressed the limits of  care 
prescribed by the criminal law. As such, 
there was no basis for proceeding with 
criminal charges in this case.  The file has 
been closed. “At about 3.20 p.m. of  the 
day in question, Complainant #1 was 
operating an Audi sedan southbound on 
Dufferin Street. In the passenger seat was 
his partner – Complainant #2. They had 
had lunch out and were heading back 
to their residence. They approached the 
home and Complainant #1 activated 
his turn signal, slowed down, almost to a 

complete stop, before starting into a left-
hand turn across the northbound lane 
towards his driveway. As Complainant 
#1 did so, the driver’s side of  his vehicle 
was struck by a southbound cruiser. 
“The SO (Subject Officer) was 
attempting to pass southbound traffic, 
including the Audi, en route to the scene 
of  an ‘impaired driver’ call for service. 
The officer had been conducting traffic 
enforcement on 17th Side Road between 
Keele Street and Dufferin Street when he 
was dispatched to attend the call. There 
was some urgency to get there quickly 
as officers already on scene were said 
to be fighting with the impaired driver 
and having difficulty securing him in 
handcuffs. His emergency equipment 
activated, the SO travelled east on 17th 
Side Road and then south on Dufferin 
Street. Seeing northbound vehicles pulling 
to the side of  the road on his advance, the 

officer had just overtaken a southbound 
vehicle in the northbound lane when 
he was confronted by Complainant 
#1’s Audi turning left into his path. 
“The collision sent the Audi careening 
in a southeast direction and caused it 
to flip. It eventually came to a rest in 
the ditch on the east side of  the road 
south of  Complainant #1’s residence. 
Complainant #1 was pinned by the 
vehicle and unable to get out until the 
officer, with the help of  other civilians 
arriving to render assistance, were able 
to lift the vehicle sufficiently to free him. 
Complainant #2 was able to crawl 
through a rear window that had been 
smashed out by the SO with his baton. 
Complainant #1 and Complainant #2 
were transported to hospital. The former 
was diagnosed with a fractured hip and 
concussion. The latter had suffered a 
concussion.”

SIU CONCLUDES INVESTIGATION
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It’s belonging to a warm and welcomingwarm and welcoming  school communityschool community that supports 

your child every step of the way through their academic journey. It’s 

a place where students are encouraged to discover who they are as 

individuals, and are guided to identify what they are passionate about so 

that they can thrivethey can thrive as values-based decision makers. 

It’s developing students into innovative, courageous and compassionate 

global citizens who go beyond theory and take action to make changetake action to make change. It’s 

instilling in our students an ability and a responsibility to make a differenceability and a responsibility to make a difference 

in the world and leave the community better than they found it. It’s more It’s more 

than a school – it’s a community. Find your place at PC.than a school – it’s a community. Find your place at PC.

Virtual Information Sessions
CONNECTING TO THE LIGHT 
IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOL CHILD 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.
Panel discussion for families of students in Grades 4-8.

INTRODUCTION TO HIGH SCHOOL 
Wednesday, November 3, 2021at 6:00 p.m.
For students entering Grades 9-12 in September 2022.

Register: www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Find Find 
your your 
place  place  
at PCat PC

18:1 
Average 

Class Size

Students 
from 

25+ Countries

100% 
Post-Secondary 

Acceptance

Grade 6 & 
Grade 9 

Entry Years

100%  
University 
Acceptance

“Our three children 

have flourished 

both academically 

and personally. The 

small class sizes, 

combined with the 

focus on academics 

and building people 

of good character 

has made our 

decision to join the 

Pickering College 

community one of 

the best decisions 

of our life.  

This community 

is truly a special 

place.” 

-PC Parent

What sets a Pickering College What sets a Pickering College 
education apart? education apart? 

What sets a Pickering College education apart? What sets a Pickering College education apart? 
It’s belonging to a warm and welcomingwarm and welcoming  school communityschool community that supports your child every 

step of the way through their academic journey. It’s a place where students are encouraged 

to discover who they are as individuals, and are guided to identify what they are passionate 

about so that they can thrivethey can thrive as values-based decision makers. It’s developing students into 

innovative, courageous and compassionate global citizens who go beyond theory and take take 

action to make changeaction to make change. It’s instilling in our students an ability and a responsibility to make a ability and a responsibility to make a 

differencedifference in the world and leave the community better than they found it. It’s more than a 

school – it’s a community. Find your place at PC.

Find Find 
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Since 1842     Newmarket, ON  

18:1 
Average 

Class Size

Students 
from 

25+ Countries

100% 
Post-Secondary 

Acceptance

Grade 6 & 
Grade 9 

Entry Years

100%  
University 
Acceptance

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, February 16 
6:30 p.m.

Virtual event registration: 
pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Find
your 
place 
at PC

Now accepting applications for September 2023
admission, JK to Grade 12.

It’s belonging to a warm and welcoming school community that supports your 

child every step of the way through their academic journey. It’s a place where 

students are encouraged to discover who they are as individuals, and are guided 

to identify what they are passionate about so that they can thrive as values-based 

decision makers.

Open House 
Saturday, January 14 at 10:00 a.m.

Register: www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

"At Pickering College our 

children are encouraged  

to discover their voice  

and speak their truth in  

a respectful manner which 

instills basic confidence in 

them. It is wonderful to  

be part of a diverse  

community where equality,  

integrity, responsibility and  

stewardship are instilled  

together with a desire for  

a basic simplicity, harmony 

and peacefulness, which  

is refreshing in a world that  

is increasingly becoming  

more complex."

- PC parent

 It’s developing students into innovative, courageous and  

compassionate global citizens who go beyond theory and take action to make 

change. It’s instilling in our students an ability and a responsibility to make a  

difference in the world and leave the community better than they found it.  

It’s more than a school – it’s a community. Find your place at PC.
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“Beer, it’s the best damn  
drink in the world.”

Cheers to Jack Nicholson

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Partners in

Value beyond numbers

Brian Roberts 
CPA, CGA, LPA

Your Business

A P R I L  1 5  &  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3A P R I L  1 5  &  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISITFOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
WWW.AURORACHAMBER.ON.CA/HOME-LIVING-SHOWWWW.AURORACHAMBER.ON.CA/HOME-LIVING-SHOW

OR CALLOR CALL
905-727-7262905-727-7262

BOOKBOOK
YOURYOUR
BOOTHBOOTH
NOW!!NOW!!

S T R O N A C H  A U R O R AS T R O N A C H  A U R O R A
R E C R E A T I O N  C O M P L E XR E C R E A T I O N  C O M P L E X

ADMISSION SPONSOR:

1324 Wellington St. W., King City   905-727-2392
WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City  
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem
Engineered to circulate air through natural 

convection, the Valor Smart Fire 
is a highly effi cient fi rpace without 

a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Burn Clean Engineered Green.

WOOD • GAS • 

Engineered to circulate air through natural
convection, the Valor Smart Fire

is a highly efficient fireplace without
a fan – providing reliable heat,
even during a power failure.

Burn Clean Engineered Green.

•         

Engineered to circulate air through natural  
convection, the Valor Smart Fire is a highly  
efficient firpace without a fan – providing  
reliable heat, even during a power failure.

Burn Clean Engineered Green

No Power, 
No Problem

Good Business Award honours restaurants 
committed to community

The restaurant industry was one 
of  the sectors hardest hit at the 
start of  the global pandemic, but 
two local restaurants who found 

new ways to reach customers while 
giving back to the community at the 
same time were at the receiving end 
of  gratitude last year.

Tina’s Grill and Topper’s Pizza 
Aurora shared the 2022 Good 
Business Award, part of  the Town’s 
Community Recognition Awards 

The 2022 Good Business Awards were accepted by Deepak Raj Rana of Topper’s Pizza Aurora, left, and Tina’s Grill owner Sam Saberi.                          Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

program, awarded last Spring at 
Town Hall.

Each year, the Good Business 
Award is presented to a business 
that has “shown its commitment 
to corporate responsibility and 
community involvement through 
its ongoing support of  charitable 
causes, events and programs.”

Tina’s Grill, said event emcee 
Erin Cerenzia, Manager of  
Neighbourhood Network, has 
been active in the community 
since opening in 2019, supporting 
members of  the community and 
residents beyond Aurora.

“Once a month, Tina’s has been 
feeding five families in need who are 
nominated by the community,” she 
said. “Even though all businesses 
have struggled during COVID, 
Tina’s has found a way to keep in 
touch with the community, adjusted 
to the changing conditions and 
limitations, and still found ways to 
give back and help as needed.

“Tina’s Grill has answered the 
call for hygiene products, shampoo, 
body lotions, tooth brushes and 
more for patients at Southlake and 
has collected several boxes of  items 
from their patrons. Most recently, 
they also ran a collection of  blankets, 
sleeping bags, clothes and medical 
supplies to support the refugees of  
the conflict in Ukraine and provided 
hundreds of  bags and boxes that 
were gathered at their restaurant 
and shipped to those in need.”

Accepting the award on behalf  of  
his family, Tina’s Grill owner Sam 
Saberi, who was also named 2022 
Citizen of  the Year at the same 
ceremony, said they couldn’t thank 
the community enough “for all their 
ongoing support.”

“This community has been a big, 
giant family to us and the honour of  

this award truly means a lot to us,” 
he said. “We can’t thank you enough 
from the bottom of  our hearts.”

Topper’s Pizza Aurora was saluted 
for their support of  local sports 
teams, arts groups, and lending a 
helping hand wherever it is needed.

Paying tribute to owners Deepak 
Raj Rana and wife Sheetal, Cerenzia 
said while “they themselves have 
suffered hardship with their business 
throughout the pandemic, they have 
still managed to give back to the 
community in a variety of  ways.”

“They have supported Marquee 
Theatrical Productions, local sports 
teams, grocery store employees 
in need, the Welcome Table, and 
more,” she said. “They are always 
willing to step up to the plate 
when they see a need. They are 
also incredibly supportive of  other 
restaurants in the community, 
offering positive reviews on social 
media and offering a supportive 
and friendly environment. Topper’s 
Pizza Aurora, despite the pandemic, 
continues to show its commitment 
to the community, local businesses 
as well as local heroes.”

Accepting the award, Raj Rana 
said the community means a lot to 
him, Sheetal and their family.

“Whenever I give back, I don’t 
expect anything back from whatever 
I give,” he said. “We have partnered 
with many non-profit organizations 
in Town, so we are partnering with 
the Aurora Food Pantry so we have 
set up our station in our store. 
There’s a little station so everyone 
can bring in their donation. I 
would like to thank the Town for 
the Good Business Award because 
it will motivate me as well as it will 
motivate others around me and 
people in our community to do 
better for everyone.”
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here couldn’t be a more important time for a medical fitness 
centre to open than now, and LIVE WELL Exercise Clinic, 
Canada’s Ultra-Private Gym for People with a Health Focus, 
is thrilled to be open to serve the people of Aurora and 
surrounding areas. 

“We are so excited to announce that the most recent LIVE 
WELL Exercise Clinic is open to serve Aurora and the surrounding 
area,” said LIVE WELL CEO Sara Hodson, President of Fitness Industry 
Council of Canada. “LIVE WELL works to improve the physical and 
mental health of its members, many who have a health concern 
or ‘wake-up call’ that leads them to choosing to begin an exercise 
program. LIVE WELL welcomes members who want the support and 
accountability to be successful, so they can change their lives and live 
life to the fullest - and have fun doing it!” 

LIVE WELL was founded in White Rock, BC in 2011, expanding 
the concept of cardiac rehabilitation to include all health concerns 
and community wellness. It now has 16 locations across Canada. 
Its founders have created a fun, engaging and personal approach 
that will equip members to take control of their health and make 
lasting changes. The Aurora location joins Oakville, Mississauga and 
Bowmanville in Ontario.

Our members work with trained and regulated Registered 
Kinesiologists, who create a safe and effective customized program 
for each member, based on their health history, medications, injuries 
and any other individual needs and / or concerns. 

One of the most common reasons for coming to the clinic is the 
desire for accountability, support and a non-intimidating environment. 
Saying that, most of our members have conditions such as high 
blood pressure, arthritis, diabetes, heart issues and mobility concerns.  
Members are supervised in a supportive group setting, 

It has been proven that 150 minutes of exercise helps reduce 
chronic health conditions, improves longevity and can significantly 
improve mental health. Exercise has been tied to reduce rates of 
anxiety and depression. People who exercise have a more positive 

LIVE WELLLIVE WELL  
EXERCISE CLINIC 

TT
is thrilled to open in Aurora!!

life outlook. 
In addition to exercise 

sessions, LIVE WELL offers 
members a wealth of online 
modules available to cover 
a host of health topics such 
as nutrition, blood pressure 
management, healthy habit 
changes and evidence-based 
information on a variety of 
health topics. 

Our members are not only 
inspired but are provided  
with education, resources  
and continuous support  
to achieve their goals, 

in their time. 

We find that many 
members are women who 
are approaching retirement or 
have retired and they are finally 
taking time to prioritize their own 
health. LIVE WELL is often their 
first experience with an exercise 
program. Our members sign 
up for two sessions per week, 
one hour per session. This 
goes a long way towards the 
recommended 150 minutes 
of exercise outlined by Health 
Canada. 

Throughout the challenges of 
the last few years, Canadians 
have become more sedentary – 
with one-third reporting weight 
gain and moving less than 
they have previously. There are 
many health complications that 
come with a sedentary lifestyle, 
including Type 2 diabetes, 
depression, loss of mobility and 
joint pain. Physical inactivity has 
also been tied with more severe 
COVID outcomes. 

The New Year is one of the  
best times to make a change.  

Let LIVE WELL help with your journey 
back to health! If you are looking  

for the support of health care 
professionals and an inspiring 

community of members so that you 
can be more active and improve your 
overall health, then we invite you to 
BE OUR GUEST – LIVE WELL Clinic

LiveWellClinic.ca  
or phone us at 289 984 4354  
we are located at 302 Wellington St E,  

beside St., directly East of St. 
Maximillian Kolbe High School.

Advertorial

the energy of  inclusivity and unity in 
the community, we’re really looking 
forward to that,” says Durrant of  
the upcoming gala. “We want to 
take it from the light of  gratitude, 
celebration and appreciation – 
not about what [doors] need to be 
opened, but just celebrating the 
doors that have been opened and 
the opportunities that have been 
opened. A lot of  times we’re looking 
for doors to be opened for us, and 
when it’s opened for us, we do not 
invite anyone else in. It’s from that 
space that we want to appreciate 
what has been done, not even to 
look forward to what’s yet to come, 
but really reminisce and marinate 
with gratitude for the doors and 
windows that have been opened and 

the growth we have seen. Sometimes 
we want the big things, but miss 
the little doors, the little windows 
that have just been opened for the 
opportunities that we see things have 
been birthed.

“It’s through that lens I hope we 
emphasize this Black history.”

ABC’s Black History Month 
program, which is being organized 
with the help of  a $10,000 grant 
from Council and an additional 
sponsorship from TD Canada Trust, 
will begin with the Town Hall flag 
raising on February 1. Ceremonies 
like these, says Ms. Durrant, are “not 
about the thing on the pole” but 
rather an opportunity to underscore 
dedication and sacrifice.

Following the Town Hall ceremony 
and the gala, which will take place 

at Cornerstone Community Church 
on Industrial Parkway South, 
commemorations will continue with 
ABC’s second Black Excellence 
Paint & Portrait Night at the historic 
Aurora Armoury on February 7 and a 
Diversity on the Ice (DOTI) program 
at the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex on Family Day.

This skating initiative will go hand-
in-hand with other collaborations 
with the Town to coincide with Arctic 
Adventure, slated to take over Town 
Park on February 20.

“We’re working with the Aurora 
Museum & Archives to have a final 
piece that can be stored there,” 
says Ms. Durrant of  the paint 
night.  “We’re also excited to have 
Diversity on the Ice on Family Day. 
We’re partnering also with the Town 
and Sport Aurora, looking forward 
to getting professional athletes 
and coaches, and people who are 
excellent at this, to come out and 
teach. The overall idea behind this is 
when you’re mostly immigrants and 
[part of] the Black community, these 
are not our sports you naturally go 
to. We have to be intentional so we 
see more Black parents coming out in 
the winter and having fun with their 
children, that our children are not 
deprived, especially during winter, 
in a country where it sometimes feels 
like the longest season!”

If  all goes according to plan, the 
ABC aims to wrap up its portion of  
the commemorations on February 
25 and 27 with a trip to the Niagara 
Region to learn more about Harriet 
Tubman’s time in Canada and of  the 
Underground Railroad, along with a 
special local film screening.

“We’re working with the schools 

on that to give students and parents 
[the chance] to go out and see for 
themselves, to ask questions, and 
learn,” says Ms. Durrant. “Last but 
not least, on February 27, we’re 
collaborating with TIFF and the 
Aurora Film Circuit at the Aurora 
Cineplex to show a Black History 
movie at 8 p.m. It’s going to be at least 
six celebrations and events and every 
one of  them is equally important – 
there is something for every taste.”

As Ms. Durrant takes a lead in 
planning Black History Month 
commemorations in her community, 
it’s a “bittersweet” responsibility 
that she says leaves her feeling both 
“grateful and privileged.”

“I want to emphasize ‘privileged’ 
to have the ability to contribute even 
an ounce of  anything that could make 
a difference as we do this because I 
want this to really be an emphasis 
of  celebration and gratitude,” she 
explains. “It’s so easy to complain, 
it’s so easy to point a finger, but it’s 
very hard to make the time. It’s not 
because more Black people don’t 
want get their hands dirty and make 
the time, the struggle is real. Some of  
them are still single, working two jobs, 
can’t even find the time to dedicate. 
Their heart is in it but they can’t find 
the time or energy to get involved. 
Personally for me, I think ‘privilege’ 
is to have a voice, I feel privileged 
to even stand in rooms with Jean 
Augustine, and be privileged to be 
in a community I call home that has 
now said yes to the work we’re doing 
and showing up and doing it.”

For more on next month’s Black 
History Month events and to RSVP 
to the above mentioned events, visit 
aurorablackcommunity.com.

As Aurora residents get used 
to the new Ward system of  one 
Councillor representing a specific 
segment of  the Town, residents of  
Ward 1 are invited to become more 
involved in the process.

On January 25 at Town Hall, 
Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese 
will host the first meeting of  a new 
Resident Committee for interested 
neighbours.

Set to begin at 7 p.m. this 
meeting will lay the groundwork 
for the Committee’s future work on 
many issues facing the ward, which 
Councillor Weese describes as the 
most diverse in terms of  geography 
and housing stock.

“I have always felt that wards 
present an opportunity for better 
representation by Council people 
to their residents and I think it’s 
a primary function of  Councillors 
to be connected and represent the 
residents,” says Councillor Weese. 
“I have had, from discussions 
elsewhere, how local Councillors 
in other communities manage 
wards and be that representation 
and I believe that one of  our best 
opportunities is to get people 
together, get them organized and 
do the communication plan so that 
information can come out readily 
and accurately from Town Council 
and, by the same token, bring the 
needs and interests of  the residents 
in the ward to Council. It is a way 
for me to get connected and create 
representation.”

Among the issues Councillor 
Weese says he expects to be 
uppermost in people’s minds are 
the Province’s plans to increase 
GO Service, including structural 
works, such as the upcoming traffic 
underpass beneath the train tracks, 
and how that might impact the 
neighbourhoods; train horns; the 

impact of  Bill 23 on the Aurora 
community; and sustainable 
housing.

“I am very interested in finding 
out what the residents feel about 
that as a group and what priority 
it takes in terms of  Council’s time 
to deal with it. That’s important,” 
says Councillor Weese of  the train 
issue.

“Town Square remains top of  
mind for people. Very interested to 
hear how it is going to be added and 
community access is going to occur. 
I have been in meetings regarding 
that and to hear what the residents 
feel about it and that includes 
volunteer groups and groups 
that have cultural and historical 
interests, as well as business 
interests. The thing that is unique 
to this Ward is from stem to stern 
it is a business corridor and it’s the 
Yonge Street corridor. There are 
issues around that and developing 
Town Square as a destination and 
the value around that as a business 
community. 

“The purpose is not to bring 
individual complaints or question 
service levels at this point. I’m really 
hoping the residents come together 
with a 30,000-foot view of  the ward 
and the Town that are interested in 
becoming organized in a fashion 
that we can communicate in a more 
timely manner and more accurately 
so that people remain informed and 
they have an opportunity to bring 
issues that have higher priority for 
both the ward and the Town so that 
I can represent them in Council so 
this first meeting is how do we get 
started? There is no playbook for 
this, so we’re really building it and 
I think if  it is built with the right 
foundation that it will sustain itself  
and be something that’s valuable in 
this ward and maybe other wards, 
too.”

For more information on how to become 
involved, visit: ron@ronweese.ca.

Councillor invites Ward 1 
residents to join committee  
to help steer community

Black History commemorations will 
welcome leaders to Aurora next month
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Music is centrepiece of Cultural Centre’s “Winter of Content”

Rescued from a hoarder’s house in the 
United States by a GTA-based animal 
rescue, Augie now calls Aurora – and the 
family of  Dr. Lawrence Segel – home. 

Segel, who previously ran a family 
practice and now is a freelance medical 
journalist, has several books under his 
belt, and is now using his talents to benefit 
Just Paws Animal Rescue, the group that 
helped Augie find his forever humans.

His latest, Hell is Humans: The Diary 
of  Sartre the Cat, is a fun exploration of  
philosophy through the eyes of  a feline, 
the titular Sartre, and Just Paws will 
benefit from all proceeds from the book.

“I always thought it would be cute to 
have a book that teaches philosophy, but 
through the eyes of  cats because they’re 
not like dogs who are devoted, will follow 
you around, will adore you,” says Segel. 
“Cats have minds of  their own. They 
believe in freedom, liberty in a sense, and 
the cat will do what he wants to do.

“I started the book with Sartre, who 
was an existentialist, who thought you 
believed you kind of  create your own 
paths in life and lives, it’s not up to a 

creator or other people, the choices you 
make are your responsibility, so live with 
them – very much like a cat lives.”

Sartre goes on a journey through 
different philosophical schools, each one 
represented by another cat, until he finds 
what feels just right for him.

On January 21, from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Segel will share Sartre’s story at a 
special book signing at Bookworms, a 
book store at the St. Andrew’s Village 
Shopping Centre at Yonge and Orchard 
Heights. There, they will be able to learn 
more, meet the author, and support Just 
Paws.

“There’s a lot of  integrity with this 
organization because not only do they 
vet the animal, they also want to vet 
you in that they match you with the best 
possible buddy,” says Segel. “I really 
respect and wanted to help them out. 
I’m a doctor but I can’t help them out 
that way, so maybe I can get them some 
funds to help them get more dogs up 
here, better supplies, and that type of  
thing. 

“With Sartre, I want people to laugh 
and have fun. Cats are funny, so what 
they do is reinterpret what we consider 
to be human constructs. It will give you a 
good laugh – especially cat lovers.”

Aurora author has purrfect 
philosophy for animal shelter

seasons due to COVID-19.
“I call it the ‘winter of  content’ 

because we are seeing each other again, 
which is great, and we’re on a more 
regular schedule,” says Jane Taylor of  the 
Cultural Centre. “We have our sea legs 
back this year, we’re really set knowing 
where we’re going to be and hopefully it 
rolls out that way!”

This winter’s Performing Arts season 
gets underway on January 21 at St. 
Andrew’s College, with Cultural Centre 
mainstay John Sheard Presents: A Tribute 
to the Beatles Pt 2. The first of  two shows 
pianist Sheard is bringing to the Aurora 
Cultural Centre before the Spring, it’s a 
completely new show featuring Beatles 
tunes that are yet to be heard at a Cultural 
Centre performance.

“It’s those favourite sounds of  the 
Beatles, but tunes they haven’t heard 
before – not that that ever seems to matter 
anyway because people are always going 
to come out to enjoy a Beatles show!” says 
Taylor with a laugh. “As John always says 
to the audience, ‘I know you’re going to 
know every word and want to sing along 
– please don’t!’ It will be just like old home 
week bringing everyone together.”

Next up, on Friday, January 27, the 
Great Artist Music Series will take over 
Trinity Anglican Church on Victoria 
Street with the Payadora Tango 
Ensemble.

Payadora, a contemporary chamber 
music ensemble performing tango and 
folk music from Argentina and Uruguay, 
along with original compositions, was 
one of  the first concerts on the Centre’s 

schedule that had to be cancelled when 
the pandemic first hit.

Organizers are as excited as ever before 
to host them. 

“They are one of  the most versatile 
groups of  musicians I have ever met,” says 
Taylor. “It’s in the Great Artists series, but 
it really crosses over more into popular 
music in a way. It’s such emotive music. 
The nice thing about shows in the Great 
Artist Music Series at Trinity is at 6.30, 
there’s a pre-show artist talk that Rebecca 
and Drew will be delivering, just included 
in the ticket. If  people want to come and 
get a little inside information on what 
they’re going to hear that night, it’s a 
great way to kind of  whet your whistle on 
that one. The show itself  is 7.30 p.m.”

Live performances will continue on 
March 4 at 7.30 p.m. when Amanda 
Rheaume takes over the Aurora Armoury 
stage at 7.30 p.m.

With music described as “rootsy, guitar-
driven ballads” in the genre of  heartland 
rock, Rheaume is a member of  the Metis 
Nation, the 2SLGBTQ+ community, 
and is devoted to being a “builder of  
Indigenous music infrastructure and 
community.”

“Her genre is sort of  roots, folk, 
indigenous music, and she’s highly 
creative and she’s an incredible storyteller 
on top of  it all,” says Taylor.

As the Cultural Centre continues its 
RBC The NEXT stage series, Dominique 
Fils-Aime: Three Little Words is the 
next show in the program. Scheduled 
for March 24 at SAC, Fils-Aime brings 
to the stage a combo of  blues and soul, 
celebrating the rich legacy of  African-

American music. 
“Dominique is a Montreal-based artist 

whose star is just on the ascendency – she’s 
already won a Juno award for Jazz – and 
she’s got a genre that kind of  transcends 
soul and jazz, and blues and she is 
mesmerizing in a performance,” says 
Taylor. “She is someone we’re keeping 
our eye on and we’re very thrilled we were 
able to, after she needed to postpone in 
the fall, we were able to rebook her in this 
really lovely space we have at the Wurth 
Theatre at St. Andrew’s College.”

The Winter concert lineup is rounded 
out on Saturday, March 25, at 7.30 
p.m. when John Sheard returns with his 
Legends of  Motown show.

“These are all musicians and 
performers who can entertain. They’re 
working at such a high level and they also 

bring you into their circle. Every act we 
bring in, we want our audience to come 
out being wowed by what they just saw. 
Whether it is discovery, because they 
don’t know who this person is, or they do 
know, we want them to have that sense of  
awe and wonder,” says Ms. Taylor. 

“Quite honestly, every artist we’ve 
worked with as we have been emerging 
from the pandemic has expressed 
that incredible gratitude to seeing and 
hearing their audience again in this way. 
It’s visceral and everyone comes out and 
sees it. That hasn’t stopped yet and we’re 
all getting that feeling. There is that sense 
of  awe and wonder and that sense of, 
‘I really feel I was entertained and had 
some sense of  discovery here.’”

For more on this season’s lineup, and to purchase 
tickets on sale now, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

Payadora will bring their blend of Argentinian and Uruguayan sounds to Aurora this winter as part of 
the Aurora Cultural Centre’s winter performing arts season. 

Contributed photo  
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Tigers captain representing Aurora in OJHL  
All-Star weekend

By Robert Belardi 

He is a supply teacher with the 
Durham Catholic School Board by 
day. By night, he is the captain of  the 
OJHL Aurora Tigers. 

And this weekend, Lucas Stanojevic 
will be representing Aurora at 
the OJHL All-Star weekend in 
Collingwood.

It has been a long time coming for 
the Ajax, ON, native as the 5-foot-11 
forward initially received this honour 
two years back. 

“I’m pretty honoured to be 
chosen to be in something like that 
because I know not all players have 
the opportunity to attend an event 
like this. [I’m] happy to be able to 

represent the team,” Stanojevic told 
The Auroran. 

“It was cancelled last year because 
of  the whole COVID wave. We didn’t 
really play at all in January. We didn’t 
have too much time to fit in games 
so they had to cancel the all-star 
weekend to be able to get those games 
in last year and the year before, there 
was no season at all. I believe this is 
the first one in about two or three 
years now. Looking forward to it.” 

This Friday and Saturday, 
Stanojevic is excited to be with all 
of  the top players in the league. 
Specifically, on Friday night, he will 
be passing the puck for the accuracy 
challenge and will also be a part of  
the speed-skate relay. 

Then, Saturday night, the All-Star 
Game taking place at 3.00 p.m. will 
be broadcasted on CHCH. 

It has been an incredible year on a 
personal level for Stanojevic. 

Since being named captain of  
the Aurora Tigers a few months 
back, following the trade of  former 
captain Connor Van Weelie, he has 
been responsible for producing in 
a top-line role and he has done so 
tremendously. 

Stanojevic has 26 goals and 21 
assists on the year so far and is 
currently ranked seventh in the league 
in goals forward in all of  the OJHL. 

“It’s my second year in Aurora. 
Going back to the beginning, Aurora 
was pretty much the only team that 
gave me a shot. Last year there were a 
lot of  learning experiences along the 
way. Being one of  those role players, 
one of  those depth guys from the 
other guys playing higher up in the 
lineup. With the help of  Jim Thomson 
and the entire coaching staff  from 
this year to last year, obviously a year 
older, a lot of  experience, I gained 

knowledge from last year. And with 
the opportunity that I was presented 
with this season, I was able to take 
advantage of  it and go in every single 
game and play as hard as I could,” 
Stanojevic said. 

“I have the organization themselves 
to thank for that for all of  my 
development from the very beginning 
to where I am now, because I would 
not be where I am without their help 
and support along the way. I’ve also 
had the chance to play with some 
really good players throughout the 
season. Still playing with Matthew 
Godwin and Carter Real right now. 
Solid linemates.” 

Currently the Tigers are coming 
off  a three-game losing skid last week.

Stanojevic is preaching hard work 
from the group and it is all up to the 
boys in the locker room to change 
things the rest of  the way. He is 
confident the group will do so. 

Following two days in Collingwood, 
the Tigers will travel to Trenton to 
take on the Golden Hawks Sunday 
evening. Puck drop is at 7.30 p.m.

Lucas Stanojevic
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HOLIDAY VOLLEY – The Marilyn Redvers Tennis Centre was busy during the holiday season as 
scores of players descended on the facility, just north of the SARC, for the annual Jeremy Clapp Tennis 
Match on Christmas Eve.                           Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger



THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 12, 2023Page  12

C
o

n
tr

ib
u

te
d

 p
h

o
to

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

“St. Francis” 6-light Chandelier
24”W x 21”H
6 x E12
Available in Dark Bronze or Chrome Finish
Clear Crystal
Regular Price: $534

$397

“Essential” 16-light Chandelier 
35”W x 48”H
16 x E12
Available in Chrome or Gold Finish 
Clear Crystal
Regular Price: $1742

$1199

CRYSTAL 
DESIGN 

LIGHTING 
& DECOR 

 LIGHTING SALE
SELECTION OF CLASSIC AND MODERN LIGHTING

   UP TO 50% OFF

“Celestial” 6-light Chandelier
20”W x 20”H
6 x E12
Chrome Finish
Clear Crystal
Regular Price: $798

$399

“LED” Flush Mount
16”W X 7”H
24W LED 3000K
Lumens 2200
Chrome Finish
Clear Crystal
Regular Price: $699

$329

“Camden” 3-light Pendant
8”W x 13”H
3 x E12
Chrome Finish
Clear and Champagne Crystal
Regular Price: $648

$299

Address: 136 Cartwright Ave 
Toronto, Ontario M6A 1V2

Tel: (416) 783-3535
Email: info@crystaldesignlighting.com 

Website: crystaldesignlighting.com

“Reveal” 7-light Pendant
18”W x 134”H
7 x 6W LED 3000K
Lumens 3360
Satin Nickel and Satin Brass Finish 
Regular Price: $1572

$1099

“Empire” 8-light Vanity
32”W X 4.5”H
8 x G9
Chrome Finish
Clear Crystal
Regular Price: $598

$279

“Quatz” 5-light Pendant
16”W X 142”H
5 x 6W LED 3000K
Lumens 2800
Matt Black Finish
Regular Price: $2397

$1679

“Camden” 3-light Flush Mount
10”W x 10”H
3 x E12
Chrome Finish
Clear and Champagne Crystal
Regular Price: $398

$199

“Library” 1-light Wall Sconce
8”W x 32.25”H x 19”EXT
1 x E26
Available in Black, Gold or Nickel Finish
Regular Price: $327

$228

Crystal Design Black Friday.indd   1 2022-11-22   12:17 PM

Future Hall of Famer siblings left shocked  
by nomination

By Robert Belardi 

Last year, teenagers Csenge (Chen-
ga) and Blanka Lodi received an unusual 
phone call. 

It was the Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame 
on the other line. Perplexed and confused 
after picking up the line, it was all for a 
surprising reason that left both sisters 
gobsmacked. 

“When we heard, me and Blanka 
just looked at each other like ‘What?’ 
We didn’t realize what we were doing,” 
Csenge and Blanka told The Auroran.

“We didn’t realize it was a thing. It was 
a shock. Our teachers Mr. Dajia, one of  
our track coaches at school, he was the 
connection. We were introduced to the 
Future Hall of  Famers program and then 
I guess we were nominated. We were 
just in shock. I didn’t even know we got 

been to Nova Scotia for a track meet, to 
compete for more medals to hang up in 
their closets. 

Was there adversity? Absolutely. Was 
there hardship? Surely. Was there a sweet 
reward in knowing the girls were going 
to take this sport and go somewhere in 
it? You bet. 

Csenge is currently studying 
kinetics and would like to become 
a physiotherapist someday whereas 
Blanka, is still undecided on what to 
do. But what both girls aspire to do 
one day is to become more involved in 

track and field with the local community 
and give back to the game. They also 
want to provide more awareness in the 
future with clinics to further expose the 
competition. 

But now – humbled and honoured 
to even be a part of  the Future Hall 
of  Famers program with the Aurora 
Sports Hall of  Fame – the goal and the 
direction could not be clearer. Go as far 
as track and field will take them, give 
more to the community, and become a 
part of  the Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame 
permanently. 

nominated.” 
The Future Hall of  Famers program 

recognizes up-and-coming local athletes 
who might one day find themselves in the 
Hall.

Both girls currently excel in track and 
field. Csenge graduated at Cardinal 
Carter as MVP of  the track team last 
year, and received a USport scholarship 
to the University of  Guelph. Blanka is still 
in high school and is currently aiming to 
receive a scholarship to the exact same 
school. 

Bonded by track and field throughout 
their entire life, it is quite a humorous 
anecdote as to how these girls initially 
began in the sport. 

Born to Hungarian parents, their 
father was a pro rower and their mother 
was formally a hurdler. With sport simply 
ingrained in their DNA, the Lodis were 
thrown into all kinds of  team sports and 
simply stumbled on track and field. 

“When we were younger, our mom 
randomly signed us up for a track team. 
Then we tried it and then after I didn’t 
want to do it at all. It was so hard and 
I hated it and my mom was like ‘you’re 
going to go,’” the sisters recalled, laughing 
at the memory. 

“Me and my sister, it was a bit new 
for us. We played a lot of  team sports 
whereas track and field is an independent 
sport. It was a little tough. We just had to 
get used to the training styles and the new 
environment. As the weeks kept going, we 
both kept showing up we just kind of  both 
fell in love with it. It’s part of  us now.” 

In love with the grind since seven- and 
eight-years-old respectively, the Lodis 
joined the Flying Angels Track & Field 
Club and have been there ever since.

They have been molded by some of  
the finest coaches around and have found 
successes that have brought them both to 
new heights.

Both girls have travelled to the United 
States for track meets, coming up against 
unheralded competition. They have also 

Csenge and Blanka Loda have been named Future Hall of Famers by the Aurora Sports 
Hall of Fame.
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
CLEANERS HANDYMAN

FLOORING

PEST CONTROLCREMATION

ELECTRICAL LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
QUARANTEED

Quality Trim  
& Flooring

2.19/ft
Wholesale price

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

(647) 907-7470
www.pearlknstructions.com
1153 Canal Rd, Bradford ON

This Could Be...

...Your Spot

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

Visionary Restoration
Two handy men and a truck

Call: 905-841-4815

• Picture Framing
• Drywall 
• Masonary Work 
• Basement Restoration

Simple good deeds can go a long way, says  
Senior Volunteer Award honouree

From an early age, Jackie Catto was 
taught that if  you have the time to be 
of  help to others, you should do so.

It’s a lesson that’s stuck with her 
through to the present day, and it’s a 
philosophy that has helped her make 
a real difference in the community she 
calls home.

This past spring, Catto was honoured 
by the Town of  Aurora with their 

2022 Senior Volunteer Award, part of  
the Town’s Community Recognition 
Awards program.

The Senior Volunteer Award is 
presented each year to a resident aged 
55+ who, “through their volunteer 
efforts, has made a significant 
contribution to the community” and 
has “demonstrated their commitment 
to being a positive leader today and 
into the future.”

“It’s quite rare in life that you meet 
someone who gives back and shows 
kindness to others because that’s just 

who they are,” said Neighbourhood 
Network Manager Erin Cerenzia, 
who emceed the 2022 Community 
Recognition Awards ceremony at Town 
Hall. “Their volunteerism seems to be 
innate rather than something that is 
learned or something that they’re told 
to do. Jackie falls into this category. 
When you receive a caring card from 
Jackie, you know how heartfelt it is and 
it can help soothe even those who are 
suffering the most.

“I am going to highlight just a few of  
Jackie’s volunteer experiences over the 
last decades. She started the Kettleby 
Co-Op Nursery School, which is 
still operating 50 years later; she was 
president of  the Victorian Order of  
Nursing – York Region and was on 
the Board for many years. She sold 
daffodils for the Cancer Society and 
regularly visited shut-ins in nursing 
homes and hospital settings.

“Jackie has a 42-year association 
with the Aurora United Church, where 
she oversaw 145 volunteers leading all 
of  the youth educational programming 
initiatives. As her nominators say, ‘To 
know Jackie is to love her. She is always 
cheery and positive and she continues 
to spread good will, love and warmth 

to the Aurora community.’”
Accepting the award, Catto said she 

was doing so on behalf  of  “all those 
who do wonderful things.”

“Doing something for others has 
always been a part of  who I am and 
promoted I guess by Brownies and 
Guides, and in Sunday School and 
various groups who instilled that 
thought that one can be of  help to 
others, and that’s a good thing,” she 
shared. “I do quite a bit of  that through 
the church aspect, which is visiting 
seniors in the long-term care facilities; 
however, that has been curtailed 
because of  the COVID situations, but 
we have been sending notes and we 
deliver poinsettias at Christmastime 
and do as much as we can from the 
external aspect of  things.

“I certainly do things for my 
neighbours and friends and all the rest 
of  it, just little things – goodies on their 
doorsteps or whatever you can think of  
to do. It’s been a time this past couple of  
years for all of  us, especially those of  us 
who live alone. I am extremely pleased 
and very grateful and very humbled 
by it because I know there are so, so 
many able people who do very, very 
rewarding things in the community.”

Jackie Catto accepted the Senior Volunteer Award from Councillor Rachel Gilliland. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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ADVERTISE  
IN THE AURORAN 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 905-727-3300  

EXT 102

HELP WANTED

AURORA AUTHOR

for 3 Local Community Newspapers
(Aurora, King, Caledon)

Sports Reporter
Come join a dynamic, fast-paced, growing entrepreneurial company looking 
for an energetic Sports Reporter with a passion for community, sports and 
news. The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness to cover local sports, 
community events, and to engage with the community on social media through 
writing articles for these three print local weekly community newspapers and 
managing social media pages. 

• Produce multiple sports stories and bylines each week (some general 
stories may be required on occasion.

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted for publication

• Take photographs at events covered

• Post links to stories on Facebook and Twitter once a week for one 
publication

• Some evenings and weekends, as required and per game schedule

• Some other light duties on managing the social media pages for these 
papers

• Diploma or degree in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience  
working on the editorial side of 
the newspaper industry

• Excellent and demonstrated 
writing, editing and 
photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a 
reliable vehicle

• Sports reporting experience 
an asset

• An interest in local sports is 
a necessity, as the majority of 
the writing for this role will be 
related to local sports events 
in Aurora, King Township, and 
Caledon

DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES

 QUALIFICATIONS

Send resume to 
brock@lpcmedia.ca

“JUST ME”
a book written and illustrated  

by Beverley Beck 

Available on Amazon.ca for $5

Scrap vehicles wanted, any size.  
No ownership required. Fast service,  
free towing, loose scrap removed.  

Also, cash paid on the spot.  

Call 905-859-0817 or 647-227-3954. 

OPEN SUNDAYS

VEHICLES WANTED 

CASH FOR SCRAP TUTOR
RETIRED TEACHER 

English ESL & Spanish Elementary & High School 
Local to Aurora  Call 416-540-9399 

we are grateful for our carriers
We would like to express our gratitude to our dedicated newspaper carriers, who work hard to bring  

The Auroran to your door each week, rain or shine. Their commitment to customer service  
and dependable delivery ensures that you stay informed and connected to your community.  

We are grateful for their hard work and dedication, and we thank them for their efforts.  
We hope that the new year brings health, happiness, and prosperity to all.

SERVICES

We hope that the start of this new year brings you joy,  
success, and good health. This past year has been challenging 
for many of us, but we are grateful for your support and  
loyalty throughout it all.

As we move forward into this new year, we are excited for  
all the opportunities and possibilities that it brings. We are  
committed to providing our readers with engaging and 
informative content, and to our advertisers, we are grateful for 
your continued partnership and support.

We look forward to continuing to work with all of you and  
to making this new year a great one.  
Here’s to a happy, healthy, and prosperous year ahead!t

h
a

n
k
 y

o
u to all of our readers  

and advertisers!

Good Neighbour Award-winner “has a heart”  
for community

Alma Durkin may not think of  herself  as 
embodying the essence of  what it means to 
be a good neighbour, but those who know 
her seem to have a differing opinion! 

This past spring, Durkin, 95, was 
recognized by the Town of  Aurora with the 
2022 Good Neighbour Award. Presented 

each year to someone who represents 
that very spirit in a celebration of  “the 
simple acts of  kindness and compassion 
that help create connected and vibrant 
communities,” this year’s recipient, who 
served in the British Women’s Territorial 
Land Army in the Second World War, has 
a long history that fits the bill.

“This year, we congratulate Alma 
Durkin, who is an all-encompassing 
good neighbour in her new community 

of  the Meadows of  Aurora,” said 
2022 Community Recognition Awards 
emcee Erin Cerenzia, Manager of  
Neighbourhood Network. “Alma joined 
the community at the Meadows of  Aurora 
in the last few years and has been a great 
neighbour to not only the residents there, 
but the larger Aurora community. 

“In 2020, at the age of  93 years young, 
Alma organized a food drive in her 
neighbourhood. She created a flier and 

had a neighbour help distribute these flyers 
around the community. She contacted 
the Aurora Food Pantry and found out 
what was urgently and most needed. 
Alma’s food drive successfully brought 
the neighbours together and resulted in a 
large donation of  food to the Aurora Food 
Pantry. This year, Alma decided to create 
a new fundraiser for the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation. In honour of  Valentine’s Day, 
she knitted hearts and sold them in their 
neighbourhood. This created a wonderful 
buzz in the Meadows and brought people 
together. She also continues to create 
smiles and welcomes all those who are in 
her presence. Her efforts and kindness 
exemplify what a good neighbour is.”

Accepting her award, Durkin explained 
she decided to crochet the hearts along with 
the slogan, “Have a Heart.”

“I made a lot of  them because they kept 
asking for them and in the end it [raised] 
$600 for Heart and Stroke alone and that 
was really nice,” she said. “I don’t really 
consider myself  a good neighbour, but 
evidently everybody else does. You have to 
just be aware of  people and when you see 
a need you can think of  something to do.”

Alma Durkin, 95, was awarded the 2022 Good Neighbour Award by the Town of Aurora last year.    Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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CROSSWORD

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
today’s costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

“Beer, it’s the best 
damn drink 

in the world.”
Cheers to Jack Nicholson

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

THINGS  
You Ought To Know 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11
Celebrate 2023 with Poetry & Song for Our 

Challenging Times – a special live event in the Aurora 
Public Library Living Room beginning at 7 p.m. 
Featuring readings by Poet Laureate George Elliott Clarke 
and Giovanna Riccio; Backup vocals by Honey Novick. 
Performances by Vanessa Wang & The Sonical Bees. Free. 
Register for preferred seating at bit.ly/3C6SwU0.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
Mayor and Council will host a New Year’s Levee 

today at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex from 
10 a.m. to 12 noon. The Mayor and Council Levee is a 
festive opportunity for the community to meet with Town 
Council and enjoy lots of  family activities such as skating, 
face painting, a bubble show and more! Levees date 
back prior to the 17th Century and are still a celebrated 
tradition today in a variety of  formats. The traditional and 
historical purpose of  a Levee was for the leaders (Kings or 
Queens of  the time) to address their nation, providing a 
positive outlook at the year ahead. Today’s Levees are held 
in the form of  an open house. The intent of  this tradition 
is to show the government’s commitment to providing the 
best service for the community with a note of  good cheer 
either on January 1, or on any day during the month of  
January. For a full schedule, visit aurora.ca/levee.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27
The After Hours Big Band will perform this evening 

at 8 p.m. at the Aurora Legion (105 Industrial Parkway 
North). Tickets are $10 in advance or $15 at the door. 
Doors open at 7.30 p.m.

DECEMBER 10 - JANUARY 28
The Aurora Historical Society, Aurora Cultural 

Centre, and Society of  York Region Artists present 
Inspirations from a Space of  Healing at Hillary House 
National Historic Site and Town Hall. Inspirations From 
a Space of  Healing is a multisite exhibition located at 
the Hillary House National Historic Site and the Aurora 
Cultural Centre’s temporary home at the Aurora Town 
Hall (second floor). Featuring work by artists of  the 
Society of  York Region Artists, this exhibition looks to 
artifacts within the Hillary House National Historic site 
for inspiration. Built in 1862, Hillary House is recognized 
by the National Historic Sites and Monuments Board as 
one of  the best examples of  Gothic Revival architecture 
in Canada. It was used as a doctor’s practice and family 
residence for over 100 years and contains a significant 
collection of  medical instruments, books, papers, 
household furnishings dating from the early nineteenth to 
the late twentieth century.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1
To mark the start of  Black History Month, 

the Pan-African Flag will be raised at Town Hall 
following a ceremony in Council Chambers. Events 
begin at 6.30 in-person and virtually. For more, visit 
aurorablackcommunity.com.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Arctic Adventure returns to Town Park today, Family 

Day, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Join family, friends and 
neighbours at this family favourite annual event. Activities 
include professional ice carving, outdoor winter games, 
outdoor skating (helmets strongly recommended), mini 
snow tubing, live entertainment, inflatables and body 
zorbs – all weather permitting.

CONTINUING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les 

ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones aux débutants 
capables de converser) - qui cherchent à mettre en 
pratique leurs compétences Conversationnelle en français. 
Over Zoom with a nominal fee of  $2.50. RSVP by visiting 
meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. For more information, 
email partagez.york@outlook.com.

* * * *  

Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle 
Program textile recycling and donation program. In 
the current COVID climate, a greater number of  
people are wanting to donate or get rid of  unwanted 
items, increasing the need for more outlets being 
available to receive the items. This program will provide 
a convenient way for people to donate or get rid of  
used/unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and furniture 
and will help lessen the amount of  items ending up in 
landfills. Materials that were previously perceived as 
waste will now be seen as a valuable resource further 
encouraging redistribution. The items will be recycled 
in the following ways: To be given to individuals who are 
survivors of  violence and are transitioning from shelters 
into new homes; To be sold in our store; To be sold to 
a textile recycler, which makes for an ongoing source of  
funding for Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their 
services to the thousands of  people that require them 
each year. When and Where: Monday and Wednesday, 
every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 30-minute time slots 
– only 1 drop off  per time slot. If  you do not have an 
appointment, we cannot accept your donation. The 
Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham 
St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. Visit 
AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  time slot.

with blessings and a shift in one’s attitude 
towards hope.

A very Happy New Year to all my 
readers for embracing life!

A.S.A. Elections
Our last election was in 2019. Three 

years later we are pleased to again 
begin the process for the Aurora Seniors 
Association Board of  Directors. The 
election process begins in March with the 
nomination of  candidates. The elections 
committee is optimistic that members will 
support the ASA and stand for election to 

fill the vacancies. There currently are five 
positions that will be vacated and open for 
election. Make a difference in your Seniors 
Centre as part of  the Board of  Directors!

 A.S.A. Membership Renewal Time!
If  you haven’t already renewed, your 

membership expired on December 
31. After January 31, you will not be 
able to check in without renewing your 
membership. You may renew either 
on-line by typing auroraseniors.ca and 
following the links, or by renewing your 
membership in person at the A.S.C. 

Senior Scape
reception or you may renew online. You 
may pay by debit card, credit card, cash, 
or cheque (made payable to the Aurora 
Seniors Association). 

SPREAD THE WORD
Our Annual Giant Garage Sale will 

return in 2023. We count on donations 
from members and the community to 
make this sale a success. Don’t forget items 
for our Diamond Elephant Room where 
you will find donated higher quality items 
at a fraction of  their value. (PLEASE NO 
VHS tapes, magazines, computer books or 

clothing).  We will be accepting items closer 
to the sale date. More News to come!

For more information on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to offer, drop by 90 John 
West Way, visit the web site www.auroraseniors.
ca, or call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 
4 p.m. Monday to Friday. The monthly Seniors 
Association bulletin is posted on our web site so for 
all the details on Association activities, clubs, events, 
bistro lunches and BBQs, sports, and movies to 
mention a few, and town programs, trips and other 
valuable information concerning the Aurora Seniors 
Association, take a look at www.auroraseniors.ca!
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With the 
support of many 

teachers, 
coaches, and 
an exceptional 

university 
placement 
director, 

our daughter just graduated 
as a confi dent, well-rounded, 

student – ready to 
take on the future and 

fi nd out who she will be.”
– Suzanne Millar,

CDS Parent

‘‘

Having spent 
14 years at CDS, 
I feel as though 

it is a place 
that fosters 

passion, 
 that challenges perspective, 

and that pushes me 
to learn and grow everyday.” 

– Neyla Kirby ’22 
Duke University

‘‘

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5   T: 905-833-1972  www.cds.on.ca

Visit CDS  We would love to show you how far we 
have come in our fi rst 50 years and invite you to be part of our future.
Call us today at 905-833-1972 to book a tour!

DISCOVER AN 

EDUCATION WITH BALANCE
AT THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

The teachers 
are one of the 
greatest things 

about CDS. 
As our coaches, teachers 
and mentors – they are 

so inspiring and do 
everything they can to 
help their students.”

– Ali and Vanessa ’19 
Student Council Co-Presidents

‘‘

JOIN US FOR A 
JUNIOR & MIDDLE 

SCHOOL IN-PERSON 
OPEN HOUSE: 
SATURDAY, 

JANUARY 21 

www.cds.on.ca/visitus
905.833.1972

admissions@cds.on.ca

CDS_KWS Gatefold_OBC_2023-01-09_FINAL.indd   1 2023-01-09   10:59 AM
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The Country Day School has been part 
of the fabric of King since 1972. While 
our facilities and population have grown 
exponentially since then, our faculty and 
staff continue to provide the same warm 
and nurturing atmosphere that has always 
defined CDS. It is within this wonderful 
sense of community that our students 
thrive and learn. Come see for yourself 
what we mean by an education with 
balance.

Join us for a Junior & Middle 
School in-person Open House on 
Saturday, January 21.

In order to ensure the best experience
possible, guests are required to book
a timed-entry in advance at  
www.cds.on.ca/visitus

Additional tour opportunities are available  
at our Visit Us page. We look forward to 
meeting you!

Questions? Please contact our  
Admissions Team at 905.833.1972 or  
admissions@cds.on.ca. 

CDS offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational  
environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King. 

Start 
their 

journey 
at CDS 
toDay!

CDS_KWS Gatefold_Front_23-01-09_Final_V1.indd   1 2023-01-09   11:00 AM
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Our VisiOn  
The Country Day 

School is committed 
to offering a superior 

educational experience 
that is sensitive to  
the needs of each  
student, enables  

learning and equips 
students for life.

794
STuDenTS enrolleD 

in GraDeS JK-12

100
aCre CampuS in KinG

18
averaGe ClaSS Size

88
CDS GraDuaTeS in 2022

88%
onTario SCholarS

99%
univerSiTy aCCepTanCe
for The ClaSS of 2022

AP
a varieTy of CourSe 
offerinGS available

65
aThleTiC TeamS CompeTe 

aCroSS 24 SporTS 

3
DramaTiC proDuCTionS 

eaCh year 

40+
ClubS anD 

exTra-CurriCularS 

2,100
alumni worlDwiDe 

CDS Quick Facts 
Our 88 members of the Class of 2022 
received admission offers to some of the 
top universities across Canada, the U.S. 
and the world.

The Outdoor Ed program begins in the 
Junior School and continues through to 
Senior School, enriching the science and 
social studies curriculum.

The state-of-the-art Performing Arts 
Centre enhances our ability to inspire and 
instruct students in drama and music.

Long-lasting values are  
established through CDS 
sports teams, including 
self-confidence, discipline, 
sportsmanship and integrity.

Our debaters and public speakers have 
performed locally, nationally and on the 
world stage – capturing world champion-
ships four times in the last seven years.
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