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LEARNING

ONLINE AND IN-CLASS
EDUCATION WITH A DIFFERENCE

11STST MONTH FREE MONTH FREE

     
 
  

For CHILDREN aged 5-13 years 
647 558 2608 | aurora@ucmas.ca

Enrol before Jan 31st 2023  
& receive your...

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract. 

117 Wellington St East, Aurora L4G 1M9
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Better ingredients. better pizza

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION

50% OFF  ANY  PIZZA50% OFF  ANY  PIZZA
PROMO CODE: PJ50PROMO CODE: PJ50 - Jan 09 to 22, 2023 only.- Jan 09 to 22, 2023 only.

At custom menu price. When you

14800 Yonge St, AURORA  (905) 758-0606
1665 Yonge st.Newmarket (905) 898-2000

order online at: www.Papajohns.ca

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

LEAPING INTO 2023 – Martina and Antania ended 2022 on a high note on December 31, 
taking their turn in a bouncy castle at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex as part of Family First 
Night. For more on the return of the family-favourite way to ring in the New Year, see Page 19. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11  
AT 6:30 P.M.

OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14  
AT 10:00 A.M.

GRAD TALENT – Creative Grade 12 students from across Aurora are putting the finishing touches on work that will find places at Town Hall next 
month as part of the 2023 Mayor’s Celebration of Youth Arts, hosted by the Aurora Cultural Centre. Here, Cardinal Carter Catholic High School students 
(from left) Alexis Pereira, Lauren Mayer, Mahyar Jaberi Koushki, and Vera Ibrahim display their work, which will feature in the upcoming show. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Students unleash unbounded 
creativity ahead of Youth Arts 
celebration

Call us today!
905-727-1941  info@susancowen.com

www.SusanCowen.com

There’s No Substitute for Experience!
One of Aurora’s Top Realtors 

For Over 30 Years!

Wishing you a Prosperous 2023HappyHappy
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“Finding Edward” picked 
by Library for One Book 
One Aurora 2023

If  you don’t yet know the name of  Cyril 
Rowntree, you’re likely to hear his name 
on the lips of  many Aurora residents this 
year as One Book One Aurora (OBOA) 
gets underway.

Finding Edward, the acclaimed and 
award-winning novel by Sheila Murray, 
has been tapped by the Aurora Public 

Do you do your best work when its 
assigned, or when you’re able to create 
something just for you? Your answer 
might not be the same as that of  the 
person next to you, but as long as the 
creativity is flowing, that’s the main thing.

That is the message to area Grade 12 
students from the Aurora Cultural Centre 

as this year’s art grads put the finishing 
touches on pieces that will adorn the walls 
of  Town Hall next month as part of  the 
2023 Mayor’s Celebration of  Youth Arts.

For more than a decade, the Mayor’s 
Celebration of  Youth Arts has been a 
chance for the Aurora Cultural Centre 
to give graduating students from all of  
Aurora’s high schools the opportunity to 
curate and host their own professional art 
show. But new this year, the exhibition has 
been opened up to all Grade 12 students 

in the community whether they made 
their art for class, or whether it’s simply a 
personal passion project.

“I think the hurdle of  COVID-19 was 
a shock to a lot of  the students, so this is 
a good opportunity and outlet for their 
perspectives again after being confined 
for the last two years,” says Samantha 
Jones, Aurora Cultural Centre Gallery 
Manager, of  the Celebration, which was 
confined to the virtual realm for 2021 

905-751-0533  | 14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S.  www.barronshome.net
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Furniture - Candles
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Registration is open for
Recreation and Aquatic
programs. To register online,
go to aurora.ca/recguide and
view our online guide. Once you have selected the 
program you wish to register for, simply click on the 
code # and you will automatically be directed to our 
e-PLAY online registration system. Pay in-person at 
one of our recreation facilities (AFLC or SARC).

What’s Happening

Fun themed workshops - Preschool & 
Children’s
Keep your little ones entertained at our Fun Themed 
Workshops. On January 28 we have Snow Magic! for 
preschool kids aged 2 to 6 years. On January 31 we  
have Lego® Mania for children aged 8 to 11 years. 
Check out our Program Guide webpage for full details   
at aurora.ca/recguide.

We want to hear from you! The Town of Aurora Resident 
Satisfaction Survey gives residents the opportunity to 
provide feedback on the issues that are most important 
to them, which can help shape the Town’s future 
priorities. Provide feedback on everything from your level 
of satisfaction with programs and services, to how you 
would like to receive information from the Town. 
Take the survey by January 6:
engageaurora.ca/resident survey.

Strong in sport - Registration open
Experience the power of sport and community 
through STRONG IN SPORT!, an exciting program for 
pre-teen female and female identifying participants 
to encourage sports participation.
Led by female coaches, participants will try out 
sports and physical activities in a safe and inclusive 
atmosphere before taking part in confidence 
building games and activities. 
Running on Tuesdays from January 24 to March 
21, this program is open to 10 to 12 year olds. To 
register or for more info, visit aurora.ca/eplay.

Winter 2023
Program Guide

Seniors Walking Club
Free walking club for older adults, every Tuesday at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex. Visit website for more 
details at aurora.ca/activeseniors. 

Club Aurora Wellness Series - Fun Guided 
Hike
Join us on Sunday, January 15 for a Fun Guided 
Hike at Sheppard’s Bush. Check out our Fitness and 
Health webpage for full details at aurora.ca/fitness.

Holiday Schedules
Have fun over the holidays! We have programs and 
activities for everyone to enjoy. Visit our Holiday 
Schedules webpage for full details at
aurora.ca/holidayschedules.

Waste and Recycling Calendars 
The 2023 Waste and Recycling Calendars have been
delivered to households via Canada Post.
Calendars can also be picked up at Aurora Town Hall.
Digital copies are also available online.
To download your copy or to learn more, visit
aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling.

 

Stay in the know about exciting updates
events, exhibits, and programs. By 
subscribing to our newsletter, you’ll get 
a behind-the-scenes look at Aurora Town 
Square and access to exclusive content 
every month. 

Visit: engageaurora.ca/auroratownsquare  
Email: infotownsquare@aurora.ca Join our list!

Experience Aurora Town Square – community 
connection in the heart of downtown 

Aurora Town Hall
100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1
905-727-1375 • info@aurora.ca • aurora.ca

Accessible Formats
905-727-3123 ext. 4212
accessibility@aurora.ca

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition

Featured Artist: Ellen Downe - Nature as Muse
For the month of January, you are invited to visit the eclectic works of Ellen Downe entitled Nature as Muse.
This local artist finds great inspiration in the natural world, and in particular outdoor scenery such as serene 
Lake Simcoe sunsets, tranquil forests, joyous butterflies, and colourful flowers. She paints on gallery wrapped 
canvas with her main medium being acrylic with the feature of a few oil pieces.
Enjoy touring this month’s Aurora’s Skylight Gallery exhibit located in Aurora Town Hall, available for in-person or 
online viewing opportunities. All work is for sale, please contact Catarina Petta at cpetta@aurora.ca if you are 
interested in purchasing a piece. For full details, visit aurora.ca/skylightgallery.

        

Date        Time Location   Meeting
Week of January 2        No meetings

Monday, January 9        6 p.m. Council Chambers  Budget Committee
        (Operating Budget Review)

Tuesday, January 10        9:30 a.m. Newmarket Council Chambers Joint Council Committee

Wednesday, January 11          7 p.m. To be determined   Aurora Cultural Centre Board

Thursday, January 12              7 p.m. Video Conference   Committee of Adjustment

Saturday, January 14         9 a.m. Council Chambers  Budget Committee
        (Capital Budget Review)

Monday, January 16         6 p.m. Council Chambers  Budget Committee
        (Operating Budget Review)

Tuesday, January 17         5:45 p.m. Holland Room   Council Closed Session
        (if required)

Tuesday, January 17         7 p.m. Council Chambers  General Committee

*General Committee, Public Planning and Council meetings are available to the public in-person and via live 
stream on the Town’s YouTube channel.

Council & Committee Meetings

NOTICE BOARD
January 5, 2023

T O W N  O F  A U R O R A

MEET AND GREET
with Mayor Mrakas and Town Council

SKATING

FACE PAINTING AND CRAFTS
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

BUBBLE SHOW
10 a.m.

BALLOON TWISTING
10:45 a.m.

MAYOR & COUNCIL
N E W  Y E A R ’S

lEvEe

2023

S AT U R D AY,  J A N U A RY  2 1
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
1400 Wellington Street East

Town of Aurora’s Mayor and Council invite you to a:

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE FREE

aurora.ca/levee

905-726-4762 • #AuroraLevee
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel,
amend or change activities.
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so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 20

www.livingassistance.ca

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Community to raise voice in “Poetry and Song for our challenging times”

The Sonical Bees of Aurora – siblings Veronica, Albert and Sofia – performed in the Aurora Public 
Library living room on December 22, and will return this Wednesday, January 11, as part of an evening 
of poetry and music.                   Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Words and music have been inextricably 
linked for millennia.

They can pack a wallop on their 
own, but when they come together, both 
elements are challenged and elevated – as 
is the listener.

That will be very much the case in the 
“living room” space at the Aurora Public 
Library next week when Toronto Poet 
Laureate George Elliott Clarke returns to 
the community with fellow poet Giovanna 
Riccio, vocalist Honey Novic, and local 
musicians Vanessa Wang and The 
Sonical Bees for Poetry & Song for Our 
Challenging Times.

“This relates to my efforts since the 
pandemic started to try and partner with 
various artists of  various backgrounds to 
produce new art and that has generally 
taken the form of  song,” Clarke explains. 
“I’ve worked with several composers 
over the last two to three years and we’ve 
presented these songs generally in Zoom 
presentations and I think we all had a 
great time. [The Library] came back 
with the idea that maybe we could do 
something that would involve local talent 

in Aurora and a different kind of  program 
that would focus on young singers.”

Poetry and song have gone together 
since early peoples took up chanting to 
any number of  dieties. From there, what 
Clarke describes as “formal systems of  how 
you should sing” developed particularly in 
the European tradition. 

“There is a division, especially in our 
culture, between print poets who are 
generally perceived to be people that you 
read as opposed to listen to and people you 
might actually read silently and study as 
opposed to hearing them recite their work 
with passion before a live audience. While 
that is one approach that some poets and 
audiences prefer… we know that given 
the success of  the Beat Movement and the 
success of  the spoken word artists going 
back to the 1960s [and] of  course, I can’t 
leave out the great folk and rock poets 
like Bob Dylan, Leonard Cohen, Joni 
Mitchell, the poets of  the Blues and R&B, 
songwriters work in a poetic idiom and 
definitely writing words that are supposed 
to be sung.”

You don’t need very many examples 
to underscore just how “challenging” the 
times in which we’re currently living are. 
From Clarke’s perspective, “we all face 
grave economic challenges with runaway 

inflation, not to mention supply shortages, 
even of  medicine, and foodstuffs every 
now and then,” but, at the end of  the day, 
there is “healing in poetry and song.”

“We know this just from the Blues, that 
particular genre of  music and the idea 
that on the one hand you can be very sad, 
singing the blues, sorrowful and downcast. 
On the other hand, there is a catharsis 
that happens [through the Blues] in that 
your sorrows are wrenched out of  you,” 
says Clarke. “Maybe they’re wrenched 
out of  you in a cascade of  tears, but you 
feel purified, uplifted even, even after 
you’ve had a chance to purge your system 
of  the sorrows that you face, or the grief  
that you’re feeling, thanks to the power of  
song. 

“Performers are a pretty upbeat group 
and we’re not going to be appearing in 
Aurora, a Town whose name conjures up 
light and gold, happiness, associated with 
brilliance and that very precious metal 
of  gold, which is actually my favourite 

colour – not to mention notions of  dawn 
and new beginnings and so on. Given 
all those happy associations with just the 
word Aurora, we have to be present to 
basically chant away the problems, sing 
away the consciousness of  ill, and come 
together and celebrate the fact that most 
of  us have survived the last three years. 
Unfortunately, some have not, but most 
of  us have despite the challenges and 
difficulties, and we may actually manage 
to get beyond the current slate of  issues, 
problems, and there’s also something to 
be said for winter, the long, cold season; 
But appearing, reading, speaking sprightly 
material, sprightly songs, and reminding 
us that there’s much to be thankful for, 
much to hope for, much to anticipate.”

Poetry & Song for Our Challenging Times 
will take place in the Aurora Public Library Living 
Room on Wednesday, January 11, at 7 p.m. For 
more information on the free event, visit aurorapl.ca 
or register at bit.ly/3C6SwU0.

TO W N O F A U R O R A 
P U B L I C N OT I C E

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 • aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

Dated at the town of Aurora, this 5th day of January, 2023.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING

AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Meeting to receive input on proposed Zoning By-law Amendment application
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 7pm

at Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers, 100 John West Way, Aurora Ontario

Applications:                The purpose and effect of the subject application is to permit the development of 139 
               detached dwellings, new public streets and Open Space Blocks on the Subject Lands.

Property:               5 to 70 Archerhill Court     

Legal description:            Lots 1 to 14, Plan 65M-2494  

Applicant:              Highfair Investments Inc. 

File numbers:              ZBA-2021-06 

Related Applications:     The proposed development is also subject to a related subdivision application under 
               Town File No. SUB-2021-02

Procedural Information: 
Parties interested in speaking during the public portion of the meeting may attend in person or electronically. To participate electronically, pre-registration is required. For more 
information, visit: aurora.ca/participation.
 Mask mandates will remain in effect and physical distancing is encouraged when attending Town Hall. The meeting will be live streamed at: https://www.youtube.com/TownofAurora.  

The Planning Report will be made available the Tuesday before the Public Planning Meeting date on the Town’s website, by visiting the Agendas and Minutes section, located at: 
aurora.ca/agendas. 

Additional Information:
Additional information and material regarding the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment is available by contacting Sean Lapenna of the Planning and Development Services Department 
at 365-500-3103 or by email at slapenna@aurora.ca.
Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Development Services Department at 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON. L4G 6J1, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to 
planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the File Name and Numbers.

Information about Preserving Your Appeal Rights:
If a person or a public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of the Council of the Town of Aurora to the Ontario Land Tribunal but the person or public body does 
not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions the Town of Aurora before the approval authority gives or refuses approval of the Draft Plan of Subdivision 
and/or Zoning By-law, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision. 
If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Town of Aurora before the approval authority gives or refuses 
approval of the Draft Plan of Subdivision and/or Zoning By-law may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the 
Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so.
If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Council of the Town of Aurora on the proposed Draft Plan of Subdivision and Zoning By-law Amendment, you must make a written 
request to the Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning and Development Services.
If you have received this notice as an owner of a property and the property contains seven (7) or more residential units, the Town requires that you post this notice in a location that is 
visible to all the residents.

Personal Information Collection Notice
The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, 
R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) 
public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, 
faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the 
public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code or email 
address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about this collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John 
West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 905-727-3123.

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings 
The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to 
Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to 
be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. 
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Shining a light into 2023
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Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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It’s a good thing we’ve had the last three 
years to pivot in ways we’ve never had to 
before – because we all need a little bit 
more flexibility at this time of  year.

Looking back at the last few days of  the 
year that was, I was glad to have been able 
to metaphorically tuck and roll, brace for 
impact, and recalculate trajectory over the 
holidays.

Despite the best laid plans most of  us 
had for the holiday season, a winter wallop 
forced some to be a bit more flexible than 
we had anticipated – to various degrees of  
frustration, anger, and disappointment.

As Mother Nature unleashed her wrath, 
many of  us were left looking for ways to 
stage a Great Christmas Redo – as was the 
case with my family. 

As I alluded to in my last column, these 
days of  newly-minted Christmas past were 
shaping up to be the busiest in a good long 
while, certainly since the last holiday of  the 
“before times.” The dash was set to begin 
December 23 with an overnight up north, 
before a sprint to southwestern Ontario 
on the night of  Christmas Eve, and then 
a running leap to Aurora on Boxing Day 
morning before a grand finale in Etobicoke. 
At the eleventh hour, the vague threat of  
weather nixed any travel plans on December 
23 and plans quickly pivoted to condensing 
the northern dash, a family dinner, and a 
southwestern sprint in a narrower-than-it-
sounds 12-hour window. Somehow the first 
leg of  the trip was pretty uneventful, the 
meal was delicious, and the warms-and-
fuzzies of  the first round of  family reunions 
quickly bubbled to the surface.

The second leg of  the trip was much of  
the same – until it wasn’t.

Catching the train in Barrie for Toronto 
was pretty easy, as was catching the subway 
to connect with a further two GO Buses to 
Kitchener. But things shifted quickly on the 
last round with near invisibility driving into 
the university city.

Arriving at the Kitchener GO about an 
hour later than scheduled, I’ll freely admit 
to being a bit cranky. Being on the go for 
what was, by then, 15 or 16 hours through 
all manner of  weather, I wanted to call it a 
day as quickly as possible. But the final taxi 
connection had other ideas.

With some further time to kill in the wee 
hours of  Christmas morning, it seemed 
logical to actually go inside the station to 
warm up.

At which point any crankiness I had 
quickly evaporated.

The station’s waiting room was full 
of  tired travellers who had scrambled to 
catch a 7.15 p.m. train to get back home to 
celebrate the holidays, a train which had by 

then been delayed until 2.37 that morning.
There were grumbles from the travellers 

to be sure, but as I watched some of  them 
wrap themselves up in coats and clothes 
from their suitcases to rest their weary heads 
on cheerily-wrapped gifts that, had their 
plans gone off  without a hitch, would have 
already been opened by their child, partner, 
parent, it certainly put the marathon 
to merriment I’d just experienced into 
perspective.

All in all, we had it pretty easy. The 
weather held off  when it needed to and 
the connections were largely on time to 
get us where we needed to go. Compared 
to people just waiting for the chance to 
head in the direction of  Toronto, there was 
plenty to be grateful for and the wait for the 
last taxi didn’t seem so bad – and I decided 
then and there to simply go with the flow 
for whatever nature and fate had planned 
for the days that followed.

The sheer determination of  people in 
the station determined to be with loved 
ones on that very special day was the 
overriding image of  Christmas Eve for me. 
In the Christmas favourite “Love Actually”, 
Hugh Grant waxes lyrically about the 
arrivals gate at Heathrow Airport – but, at 
Christmas 2022, there was something to 
be said about the departures lobby at the 
Kitchener GO.

On Christmas Day itself, I was grateful 
to have been able to wake up in a warm 
bed and partake in at least one tradition 
that is inextricably part of  my holidays: 
taking a 10-minute pause to hear from the 
Monarch.

Not only is it a great opportunity to take a 
bit of  a breather amid the hubbub, I found 
the thoughts shared by Queen Elizabeth II, 
and now King Charles III, help set the tone 
for the year ahead – and this year was no 
exception.

Speaking of  his late mother’s faith, the 
King said her “belief  in the power of  that 
light [in O Little Town of  Bethlehem] was 
an essential part of  her faith in God, but 
also her faith in people.”

“It is a belief  in the extraordinary ability 

of  each person to touch with goodness and 
compassion the lives of  others and to share 
a light in the world around them. This is 
the essence of  our community, and the very 
foundation of  our society. We see it in the 
selfless dedication of  our armed forces and 
emergency services, who work so tirelessly 
to keep us all safe…we see it in our health 
and social care professionals, our teachers, 
and indeed all those working in public 
service whose skill and commitment are at 
the heart of  our communities. And at this 
time of  great anxiety and hardship, be it 
for those around the world facing conflict, 
famine, or natural disaster, or for those 
at home finding ways to pay their bills to 
keep their families fed and warm, we see it 
in the humanity of  people throughout our 
nations and the Commonwealth, who so 
readily respond to the plight of  others.

“I particularly want to pay tribute to 
all those wonderfully kind people who so 
generously give food or donations, or that 
most precious commodity of  all, their time, 
to support those around them in greatest 
need. Together with the many charitable 
organizations, which do such extraordinary 
work in the most difficult circumstances, our 
churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, 
and gurdwaras have once again united 
in feeding the hungry, providing love and 
support throughout the year. Such heartfelt 
solidarity is the most inspiring expression of  
loving our neighbour as ourself.

“While Christmas is of  course a 
Christian celebration, the power of  light 
overcoming darkness is celebrated across 
the boundaries of  faith and belief. So 
whatever faith you have, or whether you 
have none, it is in this life-giving light and 
with the true humility that lies in our service 
to others, that I believe we can find hope for 
the future.”

In a world which feels more and more 
divided with each passing year, I too believe 
we can foster hope for the future in looking 
out for one another and finding new, 
renewed, and creative ways we can add 
to the light over the next 12 months and 
beyond.

If  one can afford it, it could be a simple 
donation to the local food bank or the 
charity of  choice. For those whose resources 
are stretched thin due to inflation and other 
challenges, it can just be an allocation of  
time, something of  which we all have a bit 
to spare.

But there’s an option that requires no 
resources and little time: renewing the 
respect we have traditionally shown to the 
tireless people who work day in and day out 
to keep us safe, keep us healthy, and educate 
the leaders of  tomorrow.

Machell’s Corners

We want to thank Brock Weir and 
Diane Buchanan of  The Auroran from 
the bottom of  our hearts for the support 
that you both personally and The Auroran 
have given Brian and I this year and over 
the years for our initiative of  Christmas 
greetings of  respect and gratitude to our 
military who are not home at Christmas.

Your articles touched hearts of  residents 
in our community and many people in 
areas that we could have never reached.

Our final total of  cards sent Overseas, 
Canada and the Veterans at Sunnybrook 
K wing was 8,714.

We were very excited to receive several 
emails the last few days of  people who 
had read your recent article in Barrie and 
Orillia who are gathering extra cards and 
envelopes from this year to be sent next 
year.

I know that the support we had this year 
and support we will receive next year we 
WILL reach our goal of  10,000.

All the very best for 2023. 

Dianne & Brian Harrison
Aurora

“Deaf  people are the same as 
hearing people.” This message of  
inclusion is one of  the many ways that 
34-year-old Sara Quick embodies 
the spirit of  the holiday season. 

Each year, Sara looks forward to 
holiday traditions, like quality time 
with family, Christmas movies, and 
familiar carols… Sights and sounds 
that evoke years of  warm memories 
and build anticipation for all that’s 
to come.

Born profoundly Deaf, Sara is one 
of  more than 70 million Deaf  people. 
In Canada, 5% of  Canadians and 
4.19% of  Ontarians aged 15+ have 
a hearing disability.

This means that holiday classics 
like “Rudolph” are played with 
Closed Captioning (CC) – text 
displayed on a television screen 
– and carols are signed in her first 
language, American Sign Language 
(ASL). 

ASL is one of  more than 200 
different sign languages used around 
the world. Yet, access to and use of  
national sign languages remains a 
challenge to inclusion. 

DeafBlind Ontario Services 
believes that all individuals have the 
right to information in their preferred 
method of  communication. Since 
2016, Sara has enjoyed caroling with 
“Santa” and holiday festivities made 
possible with her specialized support 
team.

DeafBlind Ontario Services’ team 
assist people, like Sara, who face 
challenges with communication, 
whether they are deafblind, or 
Deaf, hard of  hearing, or non-
verbal in addition to living with a 
developmental disability.

With an individualized and 
holistic approach, DeafBlind 
Ontario Services helps Sara to be 
more independent and provide 
communication support that is 
essential to inclusion and equity in 
every aspect of  day-to-day life. 

Through her specialized support 
team, Sara prepares for her annual 
holiday gathering with extended 
family at her mom’s house. This 
includes one of  her favourite holiday 
pastimes... Getting gifts for all of  her 
loved ones.

“Sara is a big gift giver… We hear 

Continued on page 11

Community’s hearts 
touched by cards for 
soldiers program

DeafBlind Ontario shares 
Sara’s Story
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I really hope you all had a wonderful 
holiday and spent quality time with 
family and friends. There’s truly 
something special about winter in 
Aurora, from our beautiful trails, to 
our outdoor rinks, to our festive special 
events.

One event that I’m particularly 
excited for is the Mayor and Council 
New Year’s Levee on Saturday, January 
21, 2023 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex.

I always love our yearly Levee, as it 
gives Councillors and I an opportunity 
to meet with residents, and gives the 
whole community a chance to come 
together to enjoy family-friendly 
activities such as skating, face painting, 
balloon twisting and more. I hope to see 
you all there.

We also have other exciting events 
and initiatives happening over the 
first few months of  2023, including 
Arctic Adventure on February 20, 
and Black History Month events and 
celebrations throughout the entire 
month of  February. Look out for 
more details in future newsletters, 
and of  course, on social media. 
For me, there’s nothing I’m looking 
forward to more in 2023 than the 
opening of  Aurora Town Square, the 
dynamic arts and culture hub that will 
add so much vibrancy to our Town. I 

want to thank community members 
for their patience during construction, 
particularly those living close to the 
library.

Things will certainly be ramping up 
over the next couple of  months, with 
new information on programming, 
events and more. So please stayed 
tuned on my social media channels and 
also the Town’s for exciting updates. 
This once-in-a-generation project 
is so important to revitalizing our 
downtown and strengthening our arts 
and culture community here in Aurora. 
I look forward to seeing 
you out in the community! 
And as always, if  you have any questions 
please feel free to contact me directly 
anytime 905-726-4746. I am here for 
you.

Let’s take a break this week and 
temporarily put aside the goings on 
at the White House, Queen’s Park 
and Parliament Hill and instead 
let’s consider something else: the 
wonderful Christmas lights on 
Aurora homes.

This is my sixth such edition 
undertaking this grand adventure 
on your behalf.

I was going to rather modestly 
call this sightseeing expedition the 
“Stephen Somerville Fantastically 
Grand Tour of  Aurora Home 
Christmas Lights VI” or 
“SSFGTAHCLVI” for short. 

Unlike the other tours, this one 
would not cost you anything. Mind 
you, donations would be (and 
always are) welcome to the “Please 
Give Somerville a new 2023 450 hp 
Corvette Convertible Fund.”

The focus of  this intended column 
has changed a few times over the 
past week. 

My soon to be nineteen-year-
old son, Ryan, and I were going to 
offer the readers a guided tour of  
Christmas lights throughout Aurora. 

Then we decided to pick out just 
a few streets from each quadrant 
of  the Town, but now this column 
has evolved to just picking out not 
the best light displays, as there are 
too many to choose from, but what 
we found interesting, or out-of-the-
ordinary. 

It didn’t have to be the best, 
the most expensive or the most 
ostentatious display of  electrical 
creativity known to man; it simply 
had to catch our eye.

We drove around for just over 
an hour. The route we took was 

bounded by Kennedy Street to the 
south, Bathurst to the west, Yonge to 
the east and on the north side of  St. 
John’s Sideroad in the Brentwood 
subdivision.

I kindly suggest doing this tour 
just after 8 p.m. – when it is dark 
but not too late that people will have 
turned off  their lights, or worse off  
the police may think you are casing 
people’s homes.

Make sure to stop by your favourite 
coffee shop before you proceed.

Bring the kiddies along as well.
Then turn on some Christmas 

music in the car and settle in for your 
drive through the Aurora streets. 

Without further ado, here are 
some things that caught our eye on 
the tour, but it is not a Top 10 list by 
any means.

My son, Ryan, really liked the 
huge Christmas tree on the corner 
of  Oak Court and Mark Street. The 
tree had to be fifty feet high and it 
was covered in very colourful lights. 
The perimeter of  the house was 
covered in white lights. The home 
and tree looked wonderful against 
the freshly falling snow.

In the Brentwood subdivision, a 
number of  houses on Joseph Tuck 
Ct, just off  of  Woodlands Hills Blvd 
are very well done, with the lights 
on one home in particular standing 
out.

This one house had five trees in 
the front yard covered in bright lights 

and the house itself  was covered in 
different lights.

Off  of  Orchard Heights, 
on Meadowwood Drive near 
Chadburn, is a home with a number 
of  candy cane lights near the 
driveway, supported by a generous 
amount of  Christmas lights on the 
windows augmented by a ground-
based spotlight; a real masterpiece.

The lights on a number of  the 
homes on Kennedy Street West, near 
George Street were very impressive. 
There were three homes in a row 
that all used gold lights to cover the 
trees and the respective houses. It 
made for an awesome sight!

Ryan especially liked the colourful 
lights on the two houses on Cedar 
Crescent, near Mark Street.

The first home had lots of  lights 
mounted on the bushes in the front 
yard and the tree lit up in the front 
window of  the house was very nice. 
The door frame was also accented 
with lights.

The second home, right across 
from the park, had a twenty-foot-
high tree that was covered in lights, 
accompanied by lots of  flashing 
lights on the home itself.

Ryan I agreed that our favourite 
site was at the corner of  Cabot 
Court and Aurora Heights Drive.

The house had everything; They 
had thirteen inflatables including 
Santa, Snoopy, Olaf, and Mickey 
Mouse, among others. 

There were also lots of  colorful 
lights on the home.

Well done!

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com
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Previous Poll Results
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PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Aurora Christmas lights VI

Happy New Year Aurora!

Are you optimistic  
about the year ahead?

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

GETTING  
THINGS DONE

what we drink
Happy New Year! Did you have a Temperate 

celebration? This 1840s lithographed certificate 

(74.2.5), made by Nathanial Currier (of later 

Currier & Ives fame) belonged to former mayor 

and proponent of Temperance Jesse M. Walton. 

Depicted is an idealized Son of Temperance who 

pledged to follow the rules shown on the scroll. 

This certificate was issued in New Brunswick, but 

similar images were made across North America 

as the movement picked up speed in the mid 19th 

century.  Check out our Time Traveler’s Diary to 

the right to see how Aurorans debated their local 

prohibition option in 1913!

The Local Option 
Stories from Time 

Intemperate
“Inconsistencies in the ballots!” The 

shout rose up from a throng of  people 
pouring onto the sidewalk by the Town 
Hall at Yonge and Mosely. The voices 
continued: “Lundy didn’t initial it right!” 
I squeezed my way into the crowd and 
got some info from the agitated townsfolk.  
These were Temperance people, the 
Drys, eager to know the results of  the 
January 1913 vote for the Local Option 
on prohibition of  alcohol service or sales 
within the Town. 

It turns out that the Local Option’s 60 
per cent needed to win was hanging by a 
single ballot, with a handful of  others being 
thrown out for improper markings.  Over 
the course of  the next few days, it seemed 
that Judge Morgan was leaning toward 
approving the problematic ballot, and thus a 
win for the Drys.  I knew from my research 
that Aurora stayed Wet until 1916, so how 
was this victory reversed? I booked a room 
at the Queen’s Hotel for a few weeks to see 
how it all went down. 

By mid-February 1913, the entire 
situation had escalated. A full scrutiny of  
the ballots had been called, and instead 
of  one problematic vote, there were now 
many, with the Wets contesting the validity 
of  some ballots. But at that moment in 
Ottawa, the Supreme Court was deciding 
for a different Town precisely on how judges 
should handle invalid Local Option votes 
and how they were to be deducted from 
the count. The secrecy of  an individual’s 
vote was overarching in their decision, and 
despite the apparent unfairness, they ruled 
that bad ballots were to be deducted from 
the Dry side. Being unable to confirm just 
for whom the bad ballots were cast meant 
that they had to be removed from the side 
proposing a change to the law.

Following the Supreme Court’s decision, 
six ballots in Aurora that Judge Morgan 
had deemed questionable were removed 
from the total count for the Local Option, 
killing any chance of  a Dry victory. This 
was clearly a great disappointment for 
the sizeable and powerful Temperance 
movement in Town, and from my room at 
the Queen’s (the Time Machine only just 
fit inside!) I zipped ahead to see how they 
would react – and react they did!

Before the year was out, they issued 
an appeal to prevent Judge Morgan from 
certifying the vote, gathered a group of  350 
Aurorans and people from surrounding 
towns to speak with W.J. Hanna, Provincial 
Secretary in Toronto, and attempted to 
stall the issuing of  liquor licenses to the 
hotels in Town. All would fail, and Aurora 
would remain Wet.

Even though Aurora passed its Local 
Option early in 1916, the wartime Ontario 
Temperance Act was implemented in 
September and superseded any local by-
law. Aurora would then remain dry in 
some form until the early 1960s. I returned 
to 1913 at the Queen’s, headed down to 
its ill-fated bar and ordered an Aviation 
Cocktail in honour of  our boys fighting 
in Europe. Upon tasting the startling mix 
of  Absinthe and Grenadine, I realized just 
how far mixology has come! 

The Aurora Museum & 
Archives is watching…

Time Travellers 
Diary
By Jeremy Hood

Museum Assistant
Aurora Museum & Archives
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CCUUSSTTOOMM NEW KITCHENS•CABINET REFACING
BATHROOMS • STONE COUNTERTOPS • BAR UNITS • CLOSETS

10% OFF
NEW 

KITCHENS

15% OFF
CABINET 

REFACING

20% OFF
STONE COUNTERTOPS 

When purchased with 
a Cabinet Refacing

30YearsYears

PROUDLY SERVING 
THE GTA FOR OVER

SAVE
20% 

on all Classic Brand Cabinets  
for the month of December

 Cash & Carry  
cabinets and vanities

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

MICHAEL PARSA, MPP
Aurora–Oak Ridges–Richmond Hill

13085 Yonge Street, Suite 201  
Richmond Hill ON, L4E 3S8 

Tel: 905-773-6250 
Email: michael.parsaco@pc.ola.org

HAPPY NEW YEAR ! 
2023

Green Award honours local resident ahead of the 
game on single use plastics, stewardship

As Canada phases out single use 
plastic bags this week, Aurora has had 
a bit of  a head start thanks to Lissa 
Dwyer.

An environmental advocate, Dwyer 
is a long-time advocate for eliminating 
the use of  single use plastics and was 
recognized this past spring for her wide-
ranging volunteer work by the Town of  
Aurora with the 2022 Green Award, 
part of  the Community Recognition 
Awards program.

The Green Award is presented each 
year to an individual or organization that 
supports the protection, preservation, 
sustainability or conservation of  our 
natural environment, celebrating those 
who “share the Town’s commitment to 
creating a greener community.”

As a volunteer with the Aurora 
Community Arboretum, evidence 
of  Dwyer’s green credentials can be 
found in a green vein that flows literally 
through the heart of  Aurora.

“Improving our natural environment 
takes a lot of  hard work, knowledge, 
and sheer dedication, which Lissa has 
an abundance of,” said Neighbourhood 
Network manager Erin Cerenzia, who 
emceed this year’s awards ceremony 
at Town Hall. “Lissa has dedicated 
more than 10 years [coordinating] 
the Nest Box Monitoring Program 
for Nature Aurora. She recruits and 
trains volunteers to monitor hundreds 
of  nest boxes and to maintain them 

while collecting research and data. The 
purpose of  this study is to monitor the 
health of  four different bird species’ 
populations locally here in Aurora. 
This study shows how many eggs are 
laid each year and how many hatchlings 
survive, enabling appropriate strategies 
to be developed to help bids flourish 
in Aurora, which also contributes 
positively to the local ecosystem.

“To further help the birds, last year 
Lissa coordinated the planting of  
hundreds of  small trees in the David 
Tomlinson Nature Reserve. These 
trees will act as a buffer from nearby 
houses, allowing for birds and wildlife 

to feel more at home. Lissa also gives 
back in a variety of  roles at the Aurora 
Community Arboretum where she 
has spent countless hours planting 
the beautiful daffodil bulbs and trees, 
weeding in the nursery, mulching trees, 
and picking up garbage. She is also a 
dedicated volunteer for the Oak Ridges 
Trail Association and is working hard to 
rid the world of  one-time-use plastics. 
All of  her efforts have contributed to 
keeping the Arboretum and Aurora 
a beautiful place and contributing 
positively to our Town’s ecosystem.”

Accepting the award, Dwyer said it 
was a recognition of  not just her work 

but “the efforts made by my friends…
intended to make Aurora better in the 
long run for everyone.”

“The Arboretum’s efforts have 
enhanced a beautiful area, but the 
real benefit will be in the future when 
the climate has changed,” said Dwyer. 
“I delight in spending my free time 
with folks who love to get their hands 
dirty and play in the weeds, plant, 
mulch, so we can all enjoy something 
beautiful. I am really proud of  what’s 
been accomplished when I hear that 
everyone has just discovered the 
daffodil field, a memorial bench or a 
trail.”

Environmental leader Lissa Dwyer was honoured by the Town of Aurora in 2022 with its Green Award, part of the Community Recognition Award program. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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WHO WILL 
THEY BECOME?
Performing on stage is thrilling, fulfi lling and 
challenging. CDS students are given many 
opportunities to express themselves in our 
Performing Arts Centre starting at a young age, 
nurturing their ability to empathize with others, 
speak with conviction, and collaborate generously. 

Whether they discover a love for the dramatic arts, 
music, debating or student leadership, students are 
guided by teachers who ignite the passion within 
early on. With the confi dence they acquire each 
passing year, graduates enjoy creative fulfi llment in 
whatever they pursue, whether in comedy writing, 
sports broadcasting, entrepreneurial start ups, or 
professional performance. 

Wherever they land, CDS alumni pursue a life 
of purpose doing what they love, having enjoyed 
the journey along the way. 

Take the next step today 
and book a visit.
www.cds.on.ca/visitus

� e Country Day School off ers a challenging 
post-secondary preparatory program for students 
from JK-12 where all are welcome. Our 100-acre 
campus is located north of Toronto in King, Ont.

In-Person 
Open House 

for JK-Grade 8 
(Junior & Middle School)

January 21st 

@ 10am
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VOTED #1 AGAIN, 23 YEARS IN A ROW

23

A BOOST 
FOR 

YELLOW 
BRICK 
HOUSE

Mayor Tom Mrakas and Ward 3 Councillor 

Wendy Gaertner visited the Kingsway 

Place Retirement Residence community 

as members of their residents’ council 

presented Yellow Brick House with 

a cheque for $2,000 – the results of 

fundraising efforts. Pictured here are 

Barbara, Councillor Gaertner, Betty, Pat, 

Veronica of Yellow Brick House, Elsie, 

Dean, and Mayor Mrakas. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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&FINANCE
BUSINESS

“Beer, it’s the best damn  
drink in the world.”

Cheers to Jack Nicholson

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Partners in

Value beyond numbers

Brian Roberts 
CPA, CGA, LPA

Your Business

www.aurorachamber.on.ca | 905-727-7262

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU!

If you're an
Aurora business

looking for
support,

consider joining
the Chamber

today!  

 | info@aurorachamber.on.ca

 

This Employment Ontario service is funded in part by the 
Government of Canada and the Government of Ontario.

Looking for a Job?
Supporting Job Seekers at no cost to you!
Develop a back-to-work plan and build skills needed to conduct a 
successful job search. Career Counselling, Workshops and Job 
Postings! www.RNCemploymentservices.ca
Drop by or call to register at no cost to you!
222 Wellington St. East, Aurora, ON L4G 1J5  l 905-727-3777

RNC           Employment
 Servi ces

The views expressed in the publication are the views of the Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Province and SSM.
The Government of Ontario and it’s agencies are in now way bound by any recommendations contained in this document.

New Year brings new and revived ideas on tackling 
affordable housing crisis

A retooled Community Improvement 
Plan (CIP) could be used to tackle the 
issue of  affordable housing. 

Revamping the CIP, which has 
previously been used by the Town of  
Aurora to provide incentives for façade 
improvements, the preservation of  
heritage properties and more, is just one 
method being eyed by the Town in the 
New Year to address the housing crunch.

According to Town Planner Edward 
Terry, the need for affordable housing 
is something that has been heard “loud 
and clear” from the community as 
Aurora continues to advance its new 
Official Plan forward. 

The Official Plan, which is currently 
in draft stage, has been subject to input 
from community leaders and members 
of  the public alike for more than a year 
with the latest public open house held at 
Town Hall just last month.

Once approved, the Official Plan 
(OP) will serve as a blueprint for growth 
in Aurora for the next 30 years.

“The OP is an opportunity for 
the residents…and anyone who is a 
stakeholder at the Town of  Aurora to 
have their say as far as how they would like 
to see their Town grow,” says Mr. Terry. 

“As we have said from the beginning 
through the consultation process, this is 
the residents’ and the Town’s document. 
We want to listen to all stakeholders 
and make sure that it reflects the needs 
and wants of  the community. This is an 
opportunity for them to articulate what 
they want their Town to look like within 
the next 30 years.

“From the beginning of  the 
consultation process, something we’ve 
heard from the community is they want 
to see balanced growth, allowing for new 
residents to come within that 30-year 
period and also to maintain and protect 
the environment, maintain their ‘Stable 
Neighbourhoods’ and be a diverse and 
inclusive community. [These are the 
themes] we have heard from the public 
and we’ve tried to ensure they’re included 
in the draft and going forward.”

At the most recent session, Terry 
says “a lot” of  comments received from 
members of  the public had to do with 
protecting the natural environment, 
managed growth, and what the Ontario 
Government’s controversial housing 
legislation, Bill 23, will mean for the 
community.

A peer review process on 
environmental matters was an issue 
pushed for by residents, which Terry 
says the Town is looking at. 

“It’s ensuring we can get an 

environmental firm to look at something 
in more detail than the planners would,” 
he explained. “They might look at an 
Environmental Impact Study (a key part 
of  the planning process) from more of  
a high level, but just to ensure that we 
have somebody looking at it from a very 
technical level.

“Something we have heard loud and 
clear from the public is they want to 
have a variety of  housing types, so that 
is something we’re definitely going to be 
including as far as policy and the OP, 
and it’s in the draft now. There will be 
Regional corridors and local corridors 
that allow for higher densities than our 
Stable Neighbourhoods and then our 
highest densities would be in the MTSA 
(Major Transit Station Area) around the 
GO Station and the Promenade (portions 
of  Yonge and Wellington Streets). 
That allows for more intense housing 
types and more transit-supported 
housing types as well. We’re hoping 
that creates more affordable housing.” 
The CIP, he added, was also another 
option for incentivizing affordable 
housing types.

“It’s still very early in the process, but 
it would be coming up with programs 
that provide incentives to developers; 
it may be looking at partnership 
opportunities and maybe looking at 
fast-tracking applications somehow. It’s 
still very early, so it’s hard for me to say 
what the programs will be, but that’s 
the type of  idea. We’ve also done some 
work with the students from Toronto 
Metropolitan University (formerly 
Ryerson) to develop an affordable 
housing toolkit and out of  that we’re 
looking at some ideas we can include 
about a CIP program as well.”

This past spring, the 2018-2022 
Council urged a re-think on the CIP 
after uptake in the program as it stood 
was less than what was anticipated.

After CIP goals fell short, the Town 
initiated a review of  the program to 
determine which goals were ultimately 
met. The report focused on four 
key themes: sustainability, heritage, 
accessibility and affordable housing.

“A few of  the Town’s neighbouring 
municipalities offer accessibility-
related grants as an eligible expense 
within their Building Restoration 
and Improvement Program,” said 
Economic Development Officer 
Nick Kazakoff  in the report. “For 
example, the Township of  King offers 
the installation of  automatic doors 

and accessibility ramps as an eligible 
expense in their Property Improvement 
Grant. Similarly, the Town of  
Whitchurch-Stouffville offers eligible 
expenses for barrier-free entry under 
their Building Façade and Signage 
Loan program. King’s maximum 
eligible grant amount is $10,000 and 
Whitchurch-Stouffville is $15,000.

“The inclusion of  accessibility 
improvement investments in the 
Aurora Promenade CIP could be 
easily addressed by adding them as 
an eligible expense as part of  the 
Building Restoration, Renovation, 
and Improvement Program similar to 
Whitchurch-Stouffville’s CIP.”

Heritage improvements, he added, 
were already covered within the CIP 
plans but including affordable housing 
as well could be a problem.

“The addition of  an affordable 
housing financial component in the 
Aurora Promenade CIP may be 
out of  the scope as it would require 
significant cost analysis in order to 
realize any benefit. However, non-
financial incentives could be developed 
and offered under a CIP. For instance, 
projects that offer an affordable or 
attainable housing component might 
be eligible for a streamlined planning 
process, fee deferment plans, or 
assistance with grant applications 
from the Region, Province, or Federal 
granting levels.”

From the beginning of 
the consultation process, 
something we’ve heard  
from the community is 

they want to see balanced 
growth, allowing for new 
residents to come within 

that 30-year period and also 
to maintain and protect the 
environment, maintain their 
‘Stable Neighbourhoods’ 

and be a diverse and 
inclusive community.
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New sensory hallway an opportunity for people  
of all ages and developmental stages at AFLC

A segment of the new sensory features at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex.        Auroran photo by Brock Weir

People of  all ages and developmental 
stages are invited to head over to the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex to take in 
a new, stimulating sensory hallway.

The sensory hallway, the second to 
be created at a public facility to Aurora 
following a similar space dedicated at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
(SARC) in 2019, is designed to “give 
individuals a break from their normal 
everyday environments and routines,” says 
the Town.

“The space helps patrons build 
connections through sight, sound and 
touch, while encouraging the redirection 
of  overwhelming emotions or behaviours,” 
says the Town. “The hallway is geared for 
individuals of  all ages and developmental 
stages.”

Complete with bright colours, letters, 
descriptions, and prompts for physical 
movement, it’s designed to foster the 
development of  motor skills and exercise 
– and features are tailored for children and 
adults alike.

“The sensory hallway was such a great 
success at the SARC that we thought it 
would be a great opportunity to try and 
create more spaces for individuals who use 
our facilities and spread [those] throughout 
our complexes,” says Marco De Benedictis, 
Community Programmer for the Town 
of  Aurora. “It offers areas where different 
individuals can use different skills – working 
on physical literacy, intellectual stimulation, 
and having options for all different stages 
of  development. 

“Decals show different ways to focus 
your energy and try different things. We 
have areas where you can do different 
exercises such as stretching, crouching, 
and crawling, and with that there’s a lot 

of  different colours that we use to capture 
the attention of  all ages. There’s hopscotch 
area, spinning, a [place] where you can 
pick a colour and follow along whether it’s 
walking or crawling – it’s a special area to 
suit anyone who wants to use it.”

The Town is keen for the newly-created 
space to be used in many different ways, 
including drop-ins, programs, services – 
and come this spring it will prove a key 
space in a soon-to-be-launched adult day 
program operated by the Town of  Aurora 
for individuals with disabilities.

“It’s definitely something that is going 
to be used a fair bit,” says De Benedictis, 
noting that it’s also an added bonus for 
upcoming winter camp programs, and for 
families waiting for kids taking part in ice 
or pool times.

“Our inclusion services are definitely 
looking to grow,” he says. “We offer winter 
programs that are [tailored] to our specific 
inclusive services, our adaptive programs, 

and we have three of  those running in 
the winter. For children and youth with 
developmental disabilities, we are looking 
to launch a half-day program in the spring 
and definitely take a step up with our 
inclusion services. We’re seeing a need in 
the community and these are just some 
small things we can do to help our families 
and our communities, offering more 
programs and services for them.

“This [hallway] is a pretty awesome 
area and it’s in a quieter area of  the AFLC 
with less commotion, so you’re able to step 
inside, take your individual to this area, 
and have them focus on something to pass 
some time, to work on that intellectual 
stimulation and physical literacy, and kind 
of  take a couple of  moments to themselves. 
It’s a nice area and it’s for everybody of  all 
ages.”

TO W N O F A U R O R A 
P U B L I C N OT I C E

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 • aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

Dated at the town of Aurora, this 5th day of January, 2023.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING

AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Meeting to receive input on proposed Zoning By-law Amendment application
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 7pm

at Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers, 100 John West Way, Aurora Ontario

Applications:                The purpose and effect of the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment is to permit the
               development of a future five-storey Men’s Emergency & Transitional Housing Facility with
               a GFA of 2,594 squared meters, 55 units and 30 surface parking spaces, on the subject lands.
Property:               14452 Yonge Street    

Legal description:            Block 454, Plan 65M-4642  

Applicant:              Regional Municipality of York 

File numbers:              ZBA-2022-04  

Related Applications:      n/a

Procedural Information: 
Parties interested in speaking during the public portion of the meeting may attend in person or electronically. To participate electronically, pre-registration is required. For more 
information, visit: aurora.ca/participation. 
 Physical distancing is encouraged when attending Town Hall. The meeting will be live streamed at: https://www.youtube.com/TownofAurora.  

The Planning Report will be made available the Tuesday before the Public Planning Meeting date on the Town’s website, by visiting the Agendas and Minutes section, located at:  
aurora.ca/agendas.

Additional Information:
Additional information and material regarding the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment is available by contacting Sean Lapenna of the Planning and Development Services Department 
at 365-500-3103, or by email at slapenna@aurora.ca.
Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Development Services Department at 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON. L4G 6J1, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to          
planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the File Name and Number.

Information about Preserving Your Appeal Rights:
If a person or a public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of the Council of the Town of Aurora to the Ontario Land Tribunal but the person or public body does 
not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions the Town of Aurora before the approval authority gives or refuses approval of the or Zoning By-law, the 
person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision. 
If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Town of Aurora before the approval authority gives or refuses 
approval of the Zoning By-law may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable 
grounds to do so.
If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Council of the Town of Aurora on the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment, you must make a written request to the Town of Aurora to 
the attention of the Director of Planning and Development Services.
If you have received this notice as an owner of a property and the property contains seven (7) or more residential units, the Town requires that you post this notice in a location that is 
visible to all the residents. 

Personal Information Collection Notice
The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, 
R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) 
public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, 
faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the 
public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code or email 
address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about this collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John 
West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 905-727-3123. 

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings 
The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to 
Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to 
be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. 



THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 5, 2023Page  10

From page 1

At Kingsway PlaceAt Kingsway Place
Enjoy A Winter Staycation

Call 905-841-2777 or
visit kingswayaurora.com

Book by January 15th &
get the 4th month FREE*
Book by January 15th &
get the 4th month FREE*

Beat the Winter Blues with a stay in one of our fully 
furnished studio suites.

Enjoy delicious meals, daily activities, and most
importantly meet new friends!

*terms and conditions apply

Library (APL) for OBOA 2023, a library-
led initiative that aims to get all of  Aurora 
reading from the same page.

Throughout this year, free copies of  the 
book will be distributed throughout the 
community for local readers to experience 
the remarkable story of  Cyril, a Jamaican 
man who migrates to Toronto in 2012, 
and “begins to navigate his way through 
the implications of  being racialized in a 
challenging new land.” 

As more people take in the story, which 
sees Cyril drawn to a mysterious suitcase 
of  photos and letters from the 1920s and 
undertaking a very different journey as a 
result, community partners are curating 
programs over the next 10 months 
centred around the themes contained 
within its pages – and this is a prospect 
that is nothing short of  exciting for author 
Murray.

“I am thrilled,” Murray told The 
Auroran. “It’s lovely to think so many 
people in Aurora will be sharing the 
book, their experiences with the book. 
Obviously, it’s a different experience for 
every reader and that’s very exciting.”

The daughter of  a Black Jamaican 
father and a White English mother, 
Murray was born and raised in England 
before moving to Canada with her family 
when she was 17. With a background 
in journalism, she’s always had a keen 
interest in Black History in Canada, 
“which I knew was rich,” and this was one 
of  the starting points to penning Finding 
Edward.

“I think I have never understood to 
what extent across this country Blacks 
have been present and for how long,” she 
says. “My curiosity about that was what 

inspired the notion of  having this person, 
born in the 20s, who could show us in 
many ways how everything changes but 
nothing changes. Has it always been the 
experience of  Black people and people 
identified as Black being a challenge in 
this country?”

“My parents retired [in Jamaica] and 
I spent a fair bit of  time there knowing 
some incredible young people who have 
made the journey to Canada and to 
other places full of  determination and 
determined to succeed once they arrive. 

Then there are an enormous number of  
hoops they have to jump through. Their 
resilience and tenacity always impressed 
me so much and that’s what partly led me 
to think about looking at this through the 
eyes of  a younger person. I didn’t want to 
tell a historical story where people might 
be able to say, ‘All of  that happened in the 
past and that has very little to do with what 
we experience now.’ I very much wanted 
to show what happened in the past is, in 
part, what we continue to experience.”

Since its publication last year, readers 

have been enthralled by the experience 
of  Finding Edward, and it has racked 
up numerous accolades along the way, 
including being shortlisted for the 2022 
Governor General’s Awards. While she 
says that kind of  recognition has been 
“fabulous,” what’s particularly rewarding 
is the feedback from readers.

“What’s really moving is the comments 
I hear from people who are reading the 
book. I didn’t know who my readers 
would be when the book was published. It 
was an open discovery and it turns out that 
there are all sorts of  people and all sorts of  
ages, Black and White, and various others 
in between. I think probably the most 
moving comments have been things like, 
‘That was my experience.’ They can look 
at Cyril’s experience and say that’s exactly 
how they felt and that is very gratifying. I 
heard from people who are now in their 
70s for whom the Edward story had real 
resonance. Even though they are straight 
White men, they really responded to 
Edward’s experience.

“I don’t think there is any discomfort in 
the discovery.”

As people make their way through 
Finding Edward and making their own 
discoveries along the way, Murray says 
she hopes the reader leaves with a better 
understanding of  the experience of  a 
person newly arrived to this country – 
“somebody who doesn’t necessarily look 
like them, although there are all sorts 
of  nuances there” – and continue the 
dialogue.

“One of  the things I would like people 
to talk about is what difference does it 
make when you feel you belong, or how do 
you feel you belong in your community? 
What makes that sense of  belonging for 
you? Consider others who are finding that 
place is a lot harder. I think one of  the 
things that certainly has been written in 
reviews is Cyril’s experience of  loneliness is 
very strong and I think perhaps that many, 
many of  us feel loneliness and also these 
days with all that happens in the world 
and the way our culture is changing… I 
hope there’s a really universal connection 
there that people could talk about. Just 
the overall piece which is look at all of  the 
Black history across this country and how 
long it has been here? 

“All of  us have learned a great deal of  
the experience with Indigenous people is 
how little was broadly known. There are 
things that happened which should have 
been part of  the Canadian narrative from 
the beginning of  those relationships but 
have been sort of  wiped out of  history. 
There’s another question: Why do we 
wipe some of  these histories away, and is 
it important to know? How do we know 
ourselves as Canadians through the 
experience of  other people in this country 
and ultimately for a new world country 
that is built on immigration? Those are 
questions I think everybody can enjoy 
answering from their own perspectives.”

For more on this year’s One Book One Aurora 
selection, visit onebookoneaurora.com.

“Finding Edward” picked by Library for One Book 
One Aurora 2023

Finding Edward by author Sheila Murray, left, is this year’s One Book One Aurora selection. 
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Wednesday, January 25th at 2:00 p.m.

Join us for a traditional Scottish celebration with a
twist! Wear your best tartan for your chance to
win a prize. You don't even have to be Scottish!
Entertainment will be provided by professional
pianist, Dave Toms. He'll be here to delight us with
a unique arrangement of Scottish composers.
Scottish tea and treats will also be served.

Robbie Burns Piano Lounge

January 25

Wednesday, January 11th at 2:00 p.m.

Elaine Charal, Certified Graphologist, will be here to
give us a Handwriting Analysis and share how your
handwriting can reveal strengths about your
personality! During the event we'll create handwritten
cards for local non-profit called "Sending Sunshine"
a penpal service for Seniors in Ontario. Enjoy snacks
and beverages while we write.

"The Power of the Pen" Seminar

January 11

in Support of 
Sending Sunshine

Richmond Hill Retirement Residence
70 Bernard Ave., Richmond Hill, ON L4C 0W7

Follow us on Facebook @richmondhillretirement
Visit us online at VerveSeniorLiving.com

Call (905) 770-4704

FREE COMMUNITY EVENTS FOR SENIORS IN THE COMMUNITY

Please Pre-Register! Contact Gigget or Samra today!

JANUARY EVENTS

R E N D E Z V O U S
AT RICHMOND HILL RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

COMPLIMENTARY IN-PERSON EVENTS FOR ACTIVE SENIORS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY

 

LETTERS TO  THE  EDITOR

From page 4

more about what she wants to buy 
or make for others than anything 
else in the lead up to the holidays. 
Some people like to receive gifts, but 
Sara truly loves to give them,” says 
April Ferguson, who is part of  Sara’s 
specialized support team.

DeafBlind Ontario Services’ 
approach is unique to each person’s 
goals and aspirations, creating 
limitless possibilities and meaning in 
their life.

DeafBlind Ontario Services 
supports people who are deafblind, 
as well as people who are Deaf, hard 
of  hearing and non-verbal with a 
developmental disability.  Specialized 
services are customized to each 
person’s unique needs, method of  
communication, and goals to live 
their best life.

To donate, visit www.deafblindontario.
com/donate.

Karen Madho
Deaf Blind Ontario

Holiday revelers had an early start on the 

festive feasting last month as the Aurora 

branch of the Royal Canadian Legion held 

their annual Christmas Dinner on December 

6. Pictured Top: The Legion Team. Above: 

Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese, Legion Poppy 

Chair Bonnie Robertson in seasonal sartorial 

splendor, and former mayor Geoff Dawe, 

who is now serving as co-chair of the Aurora 

Historical Society. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

BACK TO TRADITION
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Engineered to circulate air through natural
convection, the Valor Smart Fire

is a highly efficient fireplace without
a fan – providing reliable heat,
even during a power failure.

Burn Clean Engineered Green.

905.727.4258  | www.tholiver.com
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1924 - 95 Years Serving York Region - 2019   

  when you need it!when you need it!

1924  •  98 YEARS SERVING YORK REGION  •  2022

A member of Kreston International  |  A global network of independent accounting firms 

krestongta.com | 905.713.1173 | 66 Wellington Street East, Aurora, Ontario

Serving Aurora businesses 
for over 20 years

- Corporate year end taxes 

- Financial statement preparation 

- Accounting and bookkeeping 

- Business and personal tax planning 

- Personal tax preparation 

- US tax preparation

- Estate planning

To set up a free consultation, 
please call or email us: info@krestongta.com

Kreston GTA, Chartered Professional Accountants 

Brunton recognized with Community Safety Award 
for mental health work

Judy Brunton knows all too well the 
importance of  Mental Health.

After her sister was diagnosed with 
her first mental illness as a youth, 
Brunton has been a tireless advocate and 
fundraiser for mental health initiatives 
within the community, raising more 
than $100,000 for local programs in the 
process.

This past year, Ms. Brunton was 
recognized by the Town of  Aurora with 
its 2022 Community Safety Award, part 
of  the Community Recognition Awards 
program.

Presented in the springtime at a 
ceremony at Town Hall, the Award 
recognizes “that safer communities only 
happen when individuals take action to 
make a difference.”

“This year, we are recognizing Judy 
Brunton for her advocacy and support 
for the vulnerable population in our 
communities,” said Erin Cerenzia of  
Neighbourhood Network, emcee for the 
2022 Community Recognition Awards. 
“Judy learned of  the Canadian Mental 
Health Association (CMHA) actually by 

accident when she was trying to find an 
organization to fundraise for. She was 
looking for one that particularly held 
a cycling event as her child at the time 
was seven and rode his bike everywhere. 
She found this event with the Canadian 
Mental Health Association and it was a 
comfortable fit as in addition to the nice 

bike tie, her sister had also been going 
through a difficult time experiencing 
some mental health illnesses. During her 
first year of  fundraising, Judy went all 
out and even her son participated in this 
event by riding 20 kilometres.

“From 2006 to 2015, Judy has 
fundraised for Easter Seals and since 
2015 she has dedicated countless hours 
of  her time to help with youth mental 
health. Whether it was riding for 
Mental Health in Motion, fundraisers 
at Christmas Markets, aligning with 
businesses, promoting awareness at 
the Street Festival, and so much more, 
Judy has raised over $125,000 and 
anyone who fundraises knows what a 
significant number that is.

“If  you happen to see the MOBYSS 
Bus driving around Town, you can 
thank Judy for her efforts to help keep 
this mobile health unit engaged in the 
community. From 2015 to 2019, the 
MOBYSS Bus helped over 17,000 
youth across York and South Simcoe – 
some of  whom were in an acute state 
of  suicide. Through Judy’s efforts, she 

ensures that this bus is on the road, 
reaching out to youth in need in our 
community.

“Supporting CMHA is a love and 
passion for Judy and this is abundantly 
clear when you meet her and 
understand what she has done for the 
Canadian Mental Health Association. 
She is literally protecting and saving 
lives of  youth who otherwise do not 
have the support, money or means of  
seeking help.”

Brunton, who was characterized by 
Cerenzia as “a shining and hopeful 
light on a dark day,” said she was 
grateful for the opportunity to make 
her community a better place.

“My sister was diagnosed with her 
first mental illness when she was a 
youth. She got amazing care and I 
want the youth of  our community to 
get the same kind of  privileges and get 
all the help they need, so I just want to 
make them safe as possible by raising 
money for programs that will keep 
them going and keep them happy,” she 
said.

A 21-year-old Aurora man is one 
of  two people who are facing several 
charges following a firearm investigation, 
according to York Regional Police.

“On Wednesday, December 14, 2022, 
officers were on patrol in the area of  
Markham Road and Major Mackenzie 
Drive when they observed a vehicle in 
a parking lot with two people acting 
suspiciously inside,” said York Regional 
Police Constable Maniva Armstrong 
in a statement Friday afternoon. 
“The officers began investigating and 
learned that the suspects were smoking 
marihuana inside the vehicle. Officers 
conducted a search of  the occupants and 
a loaded handgun was located on the 
driver.  A small amount of  marihuana 
was also seized.”

Charged are Hamza Alam, 21, of  
Aurora, and Benjamin Ganeson, 20, of  
Markham.

They face charges of:

• Careless Storage of  Firearm, 
Weapon, Prohibited Device

• Possession of  a Firearm Knowing 

its Possession is Unauthorized
• Possession of  a Loaded Prohibited 

or Restricted Firearm
• Possession of  Weapon
• Possession of  a Prohibited or 

Restricted Weapon Knowing its 
Possession is Unauthorized

• Unauthorized Possession of  a 
Firearm in a Motor Vehicle

• Unauthorized Possession 
of  a Prohibited Device or 
Ammunition

• Possession of  Firearm or 
Ammunition Contrary to 
Prohibition (Alam only)

• Drive Vehicle or Boat with 
Cannabis Readily Available 
(Ganeson only)

The charges have not been proven.
Anyone with information is asked 

to contact the York Regional Police 
#5 District Criminal Investigations 
Bureau at 1-866-876-5423, ext. 7541, 
or call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS, leave an anonymous tip online 
at www.1800222tips.com.

Aurora man among 
those charged in firearm 
investigation

Fundraiser Judy Brunton was recognized by the Town with the 2022 Community Safety Award, part of the Community Recognition Awards program. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.
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Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

Healing defined in many ways through new  
art exhibition

From a doctor listening intently with 
a stethoscope to a parent putting a 
cold compress onto the forehead of  a 
feverish child, healing can take many 
forms and be defined in different ways.

To help zero in on his own definition 
of  healing, however, Aurora artist 
Kevin McBean looked back in order to 
go forward.

One of  nearly two dozen artists to 
find artistic inspiration inside and in 
the grounds of  Hillary House National 
Historic Site, home to generations of  
local doctors and now home to the 
Koffler Museum of  Medicine, McBean 
delved deep into the archives of  the 
Aurora Historical Society to see how 
the space had been used for just that: 
to heal.

Inspired by correspondence from 
the First World War, McBean’s “These 
Are Healing Times”, which is part 
of  an exhibition “Inspirations from a 
Place of  Healing,” now on at Hillary 
House and in Town Hall, has its 
foundations in the experiences of  the 
Hillary Family at home and from the 
fields in France.

While Dr. Robert Michael Hillary 
was in the theatre of  war tending to 
the wounded, his wife, Edith, was 
left to keep the home fires burning, 
including tending to all the little colds 
and illnesses in the household. 

“Because there is so much history in 
the house, I wanted to do something 
that covered the course of  its history,” 
says McBean, of  the mixed-media 
piece that covers the building’s history 
from the 1860s through to 1919. “The 
family was struck by tragedy [when] 
Dr. Hillary was killed in France. This 
was their family life before, during 
and after those incidents happened in 
France.

“There’s everything [incorporated] 
into the piece from letters, postcards, 
stamps, pieces of  medical journals, 
it’s a combination of  the things that 
would have been in the house. When 
you’re feeding a family of  eight or 
nine kids, travelling, and still having a 
doctor’s office, I couldn’t settle on one 
photograph, so I really wanted to do 
something across time and medium.”

Participating artists in the exhibition 
found their inspiration in just about 
every nook and cranny of  Hillary 
House, including objects in the 
collection, ranging from examples 
of  medical equipment to a Victorian 
dress form.

For Kathleen Vahey of  the Aurora 
Historical Society, who curated the 
show in partnership with Samantha 
Jones, Gallery Manager for the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, Inspirations from a 
Space of  Healing was intended to be 
a chance for artists to make their own 
connections to the spaces and artefacts 
on site. 

“I am very excited that we’re finally 
here today celebrating the opening 
of  this exhibition as it has been two 
years in the making,” said Vahey at the 
exhibition’s launch on December 10. 
“It has been such a great experience 
to work with the Cultural Centre and 
then later with SOYRA (Society of  
York Region Artists) bringing this idea 
to life. One of  my goals as a museum 
curator is to really break down the 
idea that museums are dull, kind oof  
static spaces. By having artists tour 
through the house and allowing them 

to make their own connections to the 
spaces and artefacts, which then spur 
the creation of  art, really demonstrates 
that museums are vibrant and living 
spaces full of  opportunity.

“During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
this idea of  health and healing has really 
been at the top of  everyone’s mind 
and the connections at Hillary House 
being historically a space for that with 
the doctor’s office and even the home 
rooms, too, it seemed to me like such a 
great space for reflection and a source 
of  inspiration for the creation of  art. I 
sincerely thank all of  the featured artists 
in this show for participating in the 
project and engaging so meaningfully 
with the space. It’s incredible to see 
the finished art and read all the artist 
statements that so articulately explain 
the connections and stories that came 
from this project.”

Added Jones: “One thing I have 
learned through my curatorial work 
is to always expect the unexpected. 
One thing I did not expect was the 
overwhelming power of  objects and 
their ability to trigger the artist’s 
memory: a little pink dress sparking 
the memory of  a caring grandmother, 
crutches in the front room recalling a 
period of  illness, but also a very strong 
recovery, and the house as a whole, 
triggering a place one may have grown 
up in as a child.

“What we see in this gallery today 
is a collage of  memories, adding to 
the archive of  stories already existing 
in this place from its past inhabitants. 
Healing is a never-ending presence 
that ebbs and flows throughout our 
lives. Today it is ever-more prevalent 
to the people of  our community in a 
variety of  ways. Thank you to a group 
of  individuals not obviously seen in 
this exhibition but they are so integral 
to the actual conception of  this show. 
In the past, present and future, I want 
to thank our healthcare workers.”

Inspirations from a Space of  Healing, a 
multi-site exhibition between Hillary House 
National Historic Site and Aurora Town 
Hall runs through January 28. For more 
information, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

(Main) Artist Kevin McBean is pictured in the ballroom of Hillary House with These Are Healing Times, a work inspired by Aurora’s only National Historic Site 
and its Koffler Museum of Medicine. (Inset) Detail from Tea for Dr. Strange & the Hillary House by George Keltika. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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Since 1842     Newmarket, ON  

It’s belonging to a warm and welcomingwarm and welcoming  school communityschool community that supports 

your child every step of the way through their academic journey. It’s 

a place where students are encouraged to discover who they are as 

individuals, and are guided to identify what they are passionate about so 

that they can thrivethey can thrive as values-based decision makers. 

It’s developing students into innovative, courageous and compassionate 

global citizens who go beyond theory and take action to make changetake action to make change. It’s 

instilling in our students an ability and a responsibility to make a differenceability and a responsibility to make a difference 

in the world and leave the community better than they found it. It’s more It’s more 

than a school – it’s a community. Find your place at PC.than a school – it’s a community. Find your place at PC.

Virtual Information Sessions
CONNECTING TO THE LIGHT 
IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOL CHILD 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.
Panel discussion for families of students in Grades 4-8.

INTRODUCTION TO HIGH SCHOOL 
Wednesday, November 3, 2021at 6:00 p.m.
For students entering Grades 9-12 in September 2022.

Register: www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Find Find 
your your 
place  place  
at PCat PC

18:1 
Average 

Class Size

Students 
from 

25+ Countries

100% 
Post-Secondary 

Acceptance

Grade 6 & 
Grade 9 

Entry Years

100%  
University 
Acceptance

“Our three children 

have flourished 

both academically 

and personally. The 

small class sizes, 

combined with the 

focus on academics 

and building people 

of good character 

has made our 

decision to join the 

Pickering College 

community one of 

the best decisions 

of our life.  

This community 

is truly a special 

place.” 

-PC Parent

What sets a Pickering College What sets a Pickering College 
education apart? education apart? 

What sets a Pickering College education apart? What sets a Pickering College education apart? 
It’s belonging to a warm and welcomingwarm and welcoming  school communityschool community that supports your child every 

step of the way through their academic journey. It’s a place where students are encouraged 

to discover who they are as individuals, and are guided to identify what they are passionate 

about so that they can thrivethey can thrive as values-based decision makers. It’s developing students into 

innovative, courageous and compassionate global citizens who go beyond theory and take take 

action to make changeaction to make change. It’s instilling in our students an ability and a responsibility to make a ability and a responsibility to make a 

differencedifference in the world and leave the community better than they found it. It’s more than a 

school – it’s a community. Find your place at PC.

Find Find 
your your 
place  place  
at PCat PC

Since 1842     Newmarket, ON  

18:1 
Average 

Class Size

Students 
from 

25+ Countries

100% 
Post-Secondary 

Acceptance

Grade 6 & 
Grade 9 

Entry Years

100%  
University 
Acceptance

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, February 16 
6:30 p.m.

Virtual event registration: 
pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Find
your 
place 
at PC

Now accepting applications for September 2023
admission, JK to Grade 12.

It’s belonging to a warm and welcoming school community that supports your 

child every step of the way through their academic journey. It’s a place where 

students are encouraged to discover who they are as individuals, and are guided 

to identify what they are passionate about so that they can thrive as values-based 

decision makers.

Open House 
Wednesday, January 11 at 6.30pm 
Saturday, January 14 at 10:00 a.m.

Register: www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

"At Pickering College our 

children are encouraged  

to discover their voice  

and speak their truth in  

a respectful manner which 

instills basic confidence in 

them. It is wonderful to  

be part of a diverse  

community where equality,  

integrity, responsibility and  

stewardship are instilled  

together with a desire for  

a basic simplicity, harmony 

and peacefulness, which  

is refreshing in a world that  

is increasingly becoming  

more complex."

- PC parent

 It’s developing students into innovative, courageous and  

compassionate global citizens who go beyond theory and take action to make 

change. It’s instilling in our students an ability and a responsibility to make a  

difference in the world and leave the community better than they found it.  

It’s more than a school – it’s a community. Find your place at PC.
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“The staff and faculty maintain an environment in 

which the students are truly set up for success in 

all facets of their education … athletic, academic, 

artistic … and do so in a safe, inclusive, respectful 

place.” – Current PC parent

“It is a supportive community that while encouraging 

the pursuit of academic excellence it strives to 

ensure our youth develop social responsibility, strong 

character, leadership skills, empathy, compassion 

and provides tools they will need to be valuable 

contributors to society.” – Current PC parent

If this is the type of community in which

you would like your child to learn, please

call us at 905-895-1700 ext. 259

or email us at

admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

Pickering College develops innovative, courageous and compassionate global citizens who  
take action, true to Quaker values. Our students have the ability and responsibility to make  

a difference in the world and leave the community better than they found it.

Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School  
Since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada
Contact us at admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
or 905-895-1700 ext. 259  
or Toll-free at 1-877-895-1700 ext. 259

Connect with us!

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

• Dedicated teachers who are specialists in their field

• Small class sizes and personalized attention 

• Challenging and engaging academic curriculum

• Full recreational and competitive co-curricular program

• Daily, fresh hot lunch served family-style

Students from 
35 countries

100%
University Acceptance

89% Ontario Scholars 
Class of 2022

Students are encouraged  
to discover who they are  

as individuals and, through  
our Global Leadership 

Program’s capstone project, 
identify what they are 

passionate about so that  
they can flourish as values-

based decision makers.
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SECTION B Flooring 
   Superstore
Flooring 
   Superstore

NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.
Unit 1, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7B3

Inquiries@fl oorsDirectnorth.ca

Your friendly local fl ooring experts

Flooring Flooring Flooring Flooring Flooring Flooring Flooring Flooring Flooring 
Now Open Now Open 

T: 905-235-4400  |  F: 905-235-4411
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Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

11 Allaura Blvd  #10  Aurora On L4G 3N2 

Visit:
www.auroratransitautoglass.com

905-713-6420 1-888-728-4778
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CDS student committed to play D1 hockey in Providence

By Robert Belardi 

In her youth, Hannah Clarke was 
always ready for competition. 

She was never one to ever back down 
from a challenge, even if  that meant going 
up against her brother, Caleb, and his 
friends.

“We used to and still do play a lot of  
sports with and against each other. Mini-
sticks, shinny, basketball, tennis, to name a 
few,” said Hannah. 

They have a rink at the cottage and 
she grew up playing with Caleb, her boy 
cousins and her brothers’ friends. They 
just never treated her any different. They 
used to put pads on her and always threw 
her in net. And, they never let up on the 
slap shot. They never treated her like a 
little sister or a little cousin, they treated 

her like one of  them. Subsequently, that’s 
what happened. She ended up trying to 
beat them at everything!

Having developed a love for hockey at 
the age of  four thanks to her father and 
her brother, Clarke had a pre-emptive 
goal. It was always, to be better than 
Caleb and the two of  them – both in their 
own rights – propelled each other to be 
better. 

Clarke began her playing career with 
the Richmond Hill Stars.  Playing with 
the boys was optimal in the beginning 
because it was close to home.  Here, she 
developed life-long friends.  When she 
finally switched over to the girl’s league 
with the Central York Hockey Association 
in Aurora, it was clear to herself  the 
differences and benefits of  playing hockey 
with the boys. 

“Playing boys hockey for her U10 And 
U12 years under the direction of  Chris 
Torkoff  made me a lot more physical I 
guess and strong. Maybe a little bit faster? 
I think that was the main difference,” 
Clarke said. 

Clarke wasn’t just a competitor that 
solely focused on one sport in her youth. 
Since Grade Five at The Country Day 
School (CDS), she was involved in 
volleyball, soccer, hockey, track and field 
and, most recently, power-lifting. Over 
her time at CDS, she has earned many 
athletes of  the year awards and many 
MVP trophies to boot; most recently 
qualifying for three events at OFSAA 
Track & Field.

Just two years ago, Clarke joined the 
junior hockey program at CYGHA.  
A highly versatile defenceman and a 
talented skater, Clarke was garnering 
attention from post-secondary schools 
despite shutdowns and closures. Once 
everything opened back up last year, the 
provincial tournament came around 
offering a chance for scouts to attend. 

The CYGHA Panthers ended up 
finishing fourth and Clarke also made 
Team Ontario and will be competing in 
the Canada Winter Games in PEI in late 
February.  Throughout this process, she 
made contact with Providence. 

“When Providence reached out, we 
went and visited. The facilities there are 
super nice, the hockey program is really 
good, and the coaches are really nice. It 
seemed like a great fit,” Clarke said. 

“It’s a nice school, with amazing sports 
facilities and about 4,000 students. Being 
on campus reminds me of  CDS. When 
Clarke committed to Providence College 
and to their Health 

Science program, her brother Caleb 
was extremely proud and she thanks her 

brother who continues to push her to be 
better until this day. 

Clarke will aim to play professional 
women’s hockey one day and aspires to 
coach the game in the future after that. 
She wants to give back to the game that 
gave her so much and to be a mentor for 
young girls in the future wanting to follow 
the same path.

Clarke is grateful for all of  the 
opportunities that she has received 
through the coaches at the Central York 
Panther; Doug Lunney, Brittany Crago 
and Steve Dempsey.

Clarke is currently in grade 12 and will 
be graduating CDS in 2023.

By Robert Belardi 

The Aurora Tigers will have their 
work cut out for them to start off  the 
New Year. 

The Tigers will take on the 
Cobourg Cougars, Markham Royals, 
Collingwood Blues and the Trenton 
Golden Hawks over the course of  
the next two weeks. 

Tigers’ head coach Greg Johnston 
said this team’s New Year Resolution 
needs to be team consistency. 

“There are times where we play 
really well and there are times where 
we don’t play as well as we need to 
play. If  I can say the one word that’s a 
New Year’s resolution is consistency 
of  play within the entire group,” 
Johnston said. 

“A little bit of  tough luck with 
some players with injuries. Our guys 
that have come in the lineup and our 
APs have been great. But, just more 
consistency throughout.” 

Currently the Tigers are missing 
Peter Lopes and Noah De Santis on 
the back end. The group has had 
to tighten things up without them 
and remain organized and that did 
happen on New Year’s Eve in a tough 
road game against the Haliburton 

County Huskies who are one of  the 
top teams in the league. 

In front of  579 Haliburton faithful, 
the Tigers only fell 2-0 and, despite 
the result, Johnston was pleased with 
the performance. 

“Haliburton is a hell of  a hockey 
team. They play big. They play 
strong. They play physical. We 
responded pretty well,” Johnston 
said. 

“They have a young goalie (Aidan 
Spooner) who has 1.76 goals against 
average. They’ve given up 63 goals 
all year. We’re not the only ones that 
have struggled. In saying that, we 
created opportunities and they closed 
the door on us. I thought it was a 
very good hockey game overall.” 

The Tigers currently have an 8-6-
1-1 record on the road so far this 
year, which is a few games better 
than their record at home. 

With this upcoming schedule, also 
comes along with the excitement 
of  the OJHL All-Star weekend 
next week, that will feature Tigers 
captain Lucas Stanojevic as part of  
that special event. 

The Tigers are 15-14-2-4 so far 
this year and currently sit in sixth 
place in the North/West Conference.

Tigers open 2023 with four-game road skid
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Hannah Clarke is pictured signing in this photo from Country Day School. 
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125 Mary St. Aurora
905-841-2333
TilemasterCanada.com

Tiles Outside?
You Bet!

Kings, it was a different opportunity. I 
had to earn a little bit more, but that 
part was exciting and practices were a 
little bit more intense. It got me more 
excited to be there because we were 
competing against high level teams. I 
think that team, we had a really good 
bond and we all still talk [to] this day,” 
Melvin said. 

As a part of  the Ontario Basketball 
Association, Melvin ended off  the 
season with 17 points, seven rebounds 
and seven assists, shooting 48 per cent 
from three. It was a massive reassurance 
in his life and he said to himself  that 
yes, he can do this and he can make it 
in this sport. 

In his pursuit of  everything basketball, 
Melvin had verbally committed to a 
school named Royal Crown. But SPIRE 
came along and assistant coach Michael 
Dooley had been in communication 
with the 6-foot-1-point guard. 

SPIRE is a prep academy in Geneva, 
OH. It is a program offered in the United 
States for students one year removed 
from high school. The academy would 
be competing against D3 schools and 

other high schools in the Ohio Prep 
Conference. Melvin decided to go visit 
the school and never looked back. 

“Once I got there, there was nothing 
better in mind. I had never seen a bigger, 
better, opportunity. It’s like being in 
NBA facilities. The coaching staff, the 
training staff, every bit of  SPIRE, it was 
a perfect fit. I’m glad it has ended up 
being as good as I thought it would be,” 
Melvin said.

At SPIRE, he immediately left a 
great impression on his coach, Jeffrey 
Sparrow. 

He continues to improve at SPIRE 
and hopes to be noticed from schools. 
With a desire to get into Sports 
Management, Melvin wants to coach 
one day and SPIRE could also be a 
place to work in the future. 

Having been at SPIRE since August 
26, Melvin is currently in the process of  
speaking to schools. Currently there are 
no offers on the table. At least, not yet. 

He is hoping to be scouted by a school 
that wants him and through SPIRE 
he has no shortage of  confidence that 
something will happen this year. 

Schomberg native took the road less traveled and 
now he’s finding success at SPIRE

By Robert Belardi

Schomberg’s Riley Melvin 
understands what it’s like to not be 
gifted with a talent, but to achieve it 
through belief  and effort. 

In an interview with The Auroran, 
the 18-year-old joked that he had zero 
athletic ability growing up. 

“I was probably the least athletic kid. 
I hated gym class. I was 12 years old 
and I was a total nerd,” said Melvin.

Despite being enrolled in martial 
arts from a young age, Melvin explored 
some sporting options while at St. 
Patrick Catholic School. Basketball 
was one of  them, and if  you asked him 
at the time what he thought of  it, he 
probably would have told he was bad at 
the sport for starters.

But, at 12 years old, something 
seemed to have clicked in his brain. 
While watching a television show with 
his mother on Friday nights, basketball 
was a part of  the program. It simply 
clicked. Melvin began to fashion a love 
for the game and he decided he wanted 
to play it. 

He joined the IEM Spartans and 
also played for his middle school. But 
Melvin decided he wanted to take this 
a step further and pursue basketball 
completely. 

In his first year of  high school, Melvin 
attended the Orangeville Prep Athletic 
Institute for basketball, following the 
footsteps of  a Lithuanian-Canadian 
player named Ignas Brazdeikis. The 
best part of  it all? His athleticism began 
to get better and better. 

“I think it shifted pretty quickly 
because I began to shift the way I 
worked out. My dad is a huge gym 
rat. So, I always worked out, but I 
think once I got into basketball and I 
switched to cross-fit and started working 
out more, the shift in the way I trained, 
and it began to come to me a bit more,” 

Melvin said. 
But after a year, Melvin decided to 

move to Dr. J.M. Denison Secondary 
School near Upper Canada Mall in 
Newmarket. It was here he formally 
shifted from previously being a power 
forward to a full-blown point guard. His 
creativity on the court began speaking 
for itself  and his I.Q. for the game 
continued to grow. 

But, in his final year of  high school, 
Melvin faced a huge obstacle. 

“My final year started to ramp up a 
little bit and I was talking to a couple 
of  different schools. Things flatlined 
when I tore my meniscus because I was 
out; luckily it wasn’t too long only six or 
seven weeks, but it definitely flat lined 
because they were expecting a lot of  
film,” Melvin said.

“I had to tell them I have a torn 
meniscus, you won’t get to see film for 
another two months. A lot of  coaches 
kind of  lost interest in keeping in touch. 
I mean, it happens. I’m not too offended 
by it. I had a pretty rough November 
that year. The meniscus was kind of  
the cherry on top. I had gotten COVID 
the week before I tore my meniscus…I 
was definitely in a dark space. Then 
the meniscus tear happened and I went 
downhill.” 

Melvin fought through everything 
with the help of  basketball. The sport 
had come to be his safe haven. Even 
while injured, he attended all of  his 
team’s practices and even showed up 
early in the latter stage of  his injury to 
take shots. 

When he fully recovered, instead of  
slowing integrating back into the game, 
Melvin joined multiple teams; most 
notably, YNBA and Northern Kings. 

“I think it was three different types 
of  opportunities. With YNBA, I had the 
keys to everything, I was setting up plays. 
I was doing everything that I wanted to 
do for the rest of  my life. With Northern 

Riley Melvin
Contributed photo
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Ringing in the New Year in Style

Aurorans of all ages rang in the New Year at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex as the popular Family First Night returned to the Aurora Family Leisure Complex for the first time since the start of the global 
pandemic. The evening included magic and reptile shows, interactive games, cake, and much more. (Top Row) Courtney, Brynlee, Ember and Brendan pose in front of the 2023 balloons. Abraham samples some 
cake. (Second Row) Mahsa, Elna, Nima, and Elara. Kenzie and Steve. (Third Row) Jonah pauses to have his face painted by Ester. Mayor Tom Mrakas, centre, meets with Sheetal, Deepak, Vishrut, Ginali, and Avik. 
(Fourth Row) Tania, Liana, Andia. Spectacular science! (Fifth Row) Camila. Dillyn gets interactive in the gymnasium. (Sixth Tow) Scarlett and Marcus. Shiadom, Seremity, and Solei meet Marshall from Paw Patrol. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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THE VOTES ARE IN!

“St. Francis” 6-light Chandelier
24”W x 21”H
6 x E12
Available in Dark Bronze or Chrome Finish
Clear Crystal
Regular Price: $534

$397

“Essential” 16-light Chandelier 
35”W x 48”H
16 x E12
Available in Chrome or Gold Finish 
Clear Crystal
Regular Price: $1742

$1199

CRYSTAL 
DESIGN 

LIGHTING 
& DECOR 

 LIGHTING SALE
SELECTION OF CLASSIC AND MODERN LIGHTING

   UP TO 50% OFF

“Celestial” 6-light Chandelier
20”W x 20”H
6 x E12
Chrome Finish
Clear Crystal
Regular Price: $798

$399

“LED” Flush Mount
16”W X 7”H
24W LED 3000K
Lumens 2200
Chrome Finish
Clear Crystal
Regular Price: $699

$329

“Camden” 3-light Pendant
8”W x 13”H
3 x E12
Chrome Finish
Clear and Champagne Crystal
Regular Price: $648

$299

Address: 136 Cartwright Ave 
Toronto, Ontario M6A 1V2

Tel: (416) 783-3535
Email: info@crystaldesignlighting.com 

Website: crystaldesignlighting.com

“Reveal” 7-light Pendant
18”W x 134”H
7 x 6W LED 3000K
Lumens 3360
Satin Nickel and Satin Brass Finish 
Regular Price: $1572

$1099

“Empire” 8-light Vanity
32”W X 4.5”H
8 x G9
Chrome Finish
Clear Crystal
Regular Price: $598

$279

“Quatz” 5-light Pendant
16”W X 142”H
5 x 6W LED 3000K
Lumens 2800
Matt Black Finish
Regular Price: $2397

$1679

“Camden” 3-light Flush Mount
10”W x 10”H
3 x E12
Chrome Finish
Clear and Champagne Crystal
Regular Price: $398

$199

“Library” 1-light Wall Sconce
8”W x 32.25”H x 19”EXT
1 x E26
Available in Black, Gold or Nickel Finish
Regular Price: $327

$228

Crystal Design Black Friday.indd   1 2022-11-22   12:17 PM

*Conditions apply

Come for a Winter Stay  
at The Roxborough

Call Melanie or Krista for details Call (905) 853-4573 | 1 Roxborough Road, Newmarket, ON
Across from Southlake Regional Health Centre

Come stay warm and cozy with us  
from December 1st - March 1st

Let us do the shoveling! Spend this winter worry free and 
experience the safety and comfort of The Roxborough.

Your Winter Stay package includes:
• Choice of available 

suites 
• Free phone, cable  

& internet (WIFI) 
• All moving  

costs*

Aurora put its best foot forward for the Deck The Halls Holiday Tour and the results of your festive favourites are in. The spectacular display at 15 Catherine Avenue (left) took home first prize with 70 Allenvale 
Drive earning Honourable Mention.                                Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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From page 1

CROSSWORD

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
today’s costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

and 2022. “This show is actually going 
to be open to the public and the students 
are going to have a lot of  people seeing 
their artwork and responding to their 
artwork, which is a totally different way 
of  experiencing art and being an artist, 
rather than just showing your work 
online.

“We have opened [the celebration] up 
to basically anyone who is going to school 
in Aurora, who is in Grade 12, who has 
taken a Grade 12 art class. Even children 
who have been home schooled who are 
[doing] Grade 12 art – we’re not limiting 
it. It’s open to everyone. Students don’t 
have to submit art that they created for a 
school project. As an artist myself, some 
of  the best work that I created in high 
school was work I created alone in my 
bedroom – and a lot of  students I know 
in the last few years have created a lot of  
work alone in their bedroom!”

Some students, such as those attending 
Cardinal Carter Catholic High School 
on Bloomington Road, are doing some 
last-minute details on school assignments 
that will figure into the exhibition. 

“I wanted to show my own artistic 
expression and how I view the world,” 
says Grade 12 student Vera Ibrahim, 
whose portrait of  a pained Leonardo 
DiCaprio is titled “Agony.”

“When I saw the image, the amount of  
emotion is what inspired me to recreate 
it in my own way,” says Vera, adding that 
another contribution to the show will be 
a children’s book that reflects her love of  
baking. “It’s mainly about baking bread 
and how a little girl learns patience 
through it. I want people to look at 
the storybook and maybe learn a little 
patience of  their own and be inspired 
to bake bread. I think I just want people 
to connect with it in their own way and 
interpret it how they want.”

Similarly, fellow student Lauren 
Mayer’s drawing of  a deer with human 
hands for antlers is a reflection of  not 
just an in-class assignment of  hand-
drawing, but her own passion for biology 
and wildlife. 

“I wanted to show what it means to 
be in touch with nature and humans’ 
connection to nature,” says Lauren. “I 
want them to see how important it is to 
be respectful for nature.”

Nature is also a theme in the art of  
Alexis Pereira.

Incorporating skulls from a class 
assignment, Alexis went a different 
route in presenting a “happy” version 
of  this particular part of  the anatomy – 
complete with vividly bright and cheery 
colours.

“I want people to be happy,” says 
Alexis. “When I’m in nature, I’m happy 
and I want people to experience that. 
I’m honoured to be chosen [for the 
Celebration] and to be able to have 
this opportunity and to just create 
opportunities in the future.”

These feelings are shared by Mahyar 
Jaberi Koushki.

This Grade 12 student’s depiction of  
the skull in the work entitled “Nightmare” 
is a different interpretation from Alexis’, 
but no less passionate.

“The main point was to create 
something new which people haven’t 
seen before,” he explains. “The most 
enjoyable thing [exhibiting art] is you 
see how people see the world around 
them and how they think: what they 
think when they’re doing this art, why 
they wanted [to go in this direction] and 
why they wanted to show it.”

That’s part of  the excitement for 
Cardinal Carter teacher Catharine 
Glyn-Williams, who says shows like these 
are “an amazing opportunity to see how 
the community comes together.”

“There’s a really nice spin on both 
tech and visual arts coming together 
and the kids are having an opportunity 
to really foster learning between each 
other and feed off  one another – and 
what a beautiful outlet to do it in, where 
we have community, students, and artists 
together. It gives them a chance to 
develop a show: it’s cleaning things up, 
making things look refined, giving them 
a chance to see that there are people out 
there who are the same age and ones 
that have come before them to see what 
they need to do. To me, it’s a beautiful 
opportunity and I wish we did more of  
it!”

If  you’re a young artist who wants to be a 
part of  it, application forms are available at 
auroraculturalcentre.ca/mcoya2023 and will 
be accepted through January 20. The Mayor’s 
Celebration of  Youth Arts will be on at Town 
Hall’s temporary gallery space from Saturday, 
February 11 through Saturday, March 18, with 
the exhibition continuing online through Saturday, 
April 1.

Students unleash unbounded 
creativity ahead  
of Youth Arts celebration

The Cardinal Carter students are pictured with Samantha Jones, Gallery Manager for the Aurora Cultural Centre, far left, and teacher Catharine Glyn-Williams, far right.               Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
CLEANERS FLOORING

PEST CONTROLCREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE  
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do...advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory      Call 905-727-3300   
Ext. 102

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
QUARANTEED

Quality Trim  
& Flooring

2.19/ft
Wholesale price

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

(647) 907-7470
www.pearlknstructions.com
1153 Canal Rd, Bradford ON

This Could Be...

...Your Spot

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

Tutoring and coaching lands local youth  
Volunteer Award

Age is not an indicator of  the impact 
you might have on your community; 
it’s more about how you use the time 

you’ve had so far.
Michael Chan is a youth who uses 

his time wisely – and for the benefit of  
the greater community.

This past spring, Chan was 
recognized by the Town of  Aurora 
with the Youth Volunteer Service 

Award, a component of  the annual 
Community Recognition Awards 
program. The award is presented 
each year to “a young citizen for their 
volunteer efforts, a young citizen who 
has made a significant contribution 
to the community by demonstrating 
their commitment to being a positive 
leader.”

This most recent recipient has made 
many contributions to the community 
at his desk – and in the water.

“Michael has volunteered with a 
variety of  organizations, including co-
chairing Aurora’s Youth Engagement 
Committee. In this role, he provided 
positive moral support to his peers 
and encouraged the committee to get 
engaged with the wider community,” 
said Erin Cerenzia, Manager of  
Neighbourhood Network, who hosted 
the ceremony at Town Hall. “Michael 
also contributed countless hours 
volunteering as a Special Ducks Aurora 
volunteer program as a swim coach, 
where he coached 25 swimmers with 
disabilities between the ages of  five to 
21.

“During the pandemic, Michael 
recognized there was a need for safe 
community service hours for his 

peers and classmates. Through his 
hard work, he was able to create Peer 
Mentors Aurora, a youth-led tutoring 
organization that has provided over 350 
hours of  free tutoring. This program 
also provided other students with both 
academic support as well as support 
for their mental wellbeing on a weekly 
basis. On top of  all of  this, Michael 
is well-spoken, a natural leader, and a 
wonderful example of  how we should 
all participate in giving back to our 
community.”

Chan said he was “really humbled” 
when he first learned of  the recognition 
as he was “sure there are people who 
have spent more hours” giving back.

“For the past three years during the 
pandemic, I have been tutoring my 
brother and his friends, and went on to 
teach people who needed help learning 
at home,” he said. “There’s a bunch 
of  different subjects and I got a bunch 
of  my friends [into] it as well. Over 
that process, I really got close with 
my brother. We turned learning into 
something that was more of  a game, 
which was much more fun.

“To see all these efforts recognized 
through this award is really gratifying. I 
felt really happy.”

Michael Chan was honoured by the Town of Aurora last year with the 2022 Youth Volunteer Award, 
part of the annual Community Recognition Awards program.              Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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CLASSIFIEDS 
 905-727-3300  

EXT 102

HELP WANTED

AURORA AUTHOR

for 3 Local Community Newspapers
(Aurora, King, Caledon)

Sports Reporter
Come join a dynamic, fast-paced, growing entrepreneurial company looking 
for an energetic Sports Reporter with a passion for community, sports and 
news. The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness to cover local sports, 
community events, and to engage with the community on social media through 
writing articles for these three print local weekly community newspapers and 
managing social media pages. 

• Produce multiple sports stories and bylines each week (some general 
stories may be required on occasion.

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted for publication

• Take photographs at events covered

• Post links to stories on Facebook and Twitter once a week for one 
publication

• Some evenings and weekends, as required and per game schedule

• Some other light duties on managing the social media pages for these 
papers

• Diploma or degree in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience  
working on the editorial side of 
the newspaper industry

• Excellent and demonstrated 
writing, editing and 
photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a 
reliable vehicle

• Sports reporting experience 
an asset

• An interest in local sports is 
a necessity, as the majority of 
the writing for this role will be 
related to local sports events 
in Aurora, King Township, and 
Caledon

DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES

 QUALIFICATIONS

Send resume to 
brock@lpcmedia.ca

“JUST ME”
a book written and illustrated  

by Beverley Beck 

Available on Amazon.ca for $5

Scrap vehicles wanted, any size.  
No ownership required. Fast service,  
free towing, loose scrap removed.  

Also, cash paid on the spot.  

Call 905-859-0817 or 647-227-3954. 

OPEN SUNDAYS

VEHICLES WANTED 

CASH FOR SCRAP

THINGS  
You Ought To Know 

TUTOR
RETIRED TEACHER 

English ESL & Spanish Elementary & High School 
Local to Aurora  Call 416-540-9399 

we are grateful for our carriers
We would like to express our gratitude to our dedicated newspaper carriers, who work hard to bring  

The Auroran to your door each week, rain or shine. Their commitment to customer service  
and dependable delivery ensures that you stay informed and connected to your community.  

We are grateful for their hard work and dedication, and we thank them for their efforts.  
We hope that the new year brings health, happiness, and prosperity to all.

SERVICES

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11
Celebrate 2023 with Poetry & Song for 

Our Challenging Times – a special live event 
in the Aurora Public Library Living Room 
beginning at 7 p.m. Featuring readings by 
Poet Laureate George Elliott Clarke and 
Giovanna Riccio; Backup vocals by Honey 
Novick. Performances by Vanessa Wang & 
The Sonical Bees. Free. Register for preferred 
seating at bit.ly/3C6SwU0.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
Mayor and Council will host a New 

Year’s Levee today at the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. The Mayor and Council Levee is a 
festive opportunity for the community to meet 
with Town Council and enjoy lots of  family 
activities such as skating, face painting, a 
bubble show and more! Levees date back prior 
to the 17th Century and are still a celebrated 
tradition today in a variety of  formats. The 
traditional and historical purpose of  a Levee 
was for the leaders (Kings or Queens of  the 
time) to address their nation, providing a 
positive outlook at the year ahead. Today’s 
Levees are held in the form of  an open house. 
The intent of  this tradition is to show the 

government’s commitment to providing the 
best service for the community with a note 
of  good cheer either on January 1, or on any 
day during the month of  January. For a full 
schedule, visit aurora.ca/levee.

DECEMBER 10 - JANUARY 28
The Aurora Historical Society, Aurora 

Cultural Centre, and Society of  York Region 
Artists present Inspirations from a Space of  
Healing at Hillary House National Historic 
Site and Town Hall. Inspirations From a 
Space of  Healing is a multisite exhibition 
located at the Hillary House National Historic 
Site and the Aurora Cultural Centre’s 
temporary home at the Aurora Town Hall 
(second floor). Featuring work by artists of  the 
Society of  York Region Artists, this exhibition 
looks to artifacts within the Hillary House 
National Historic site for inspiration. Built 
in 1862, Hillary House is recognized by the 
National Historic Sites and Monuments 
Board as one of  the best examples of  Gothic 
Revival architecture in Canada. It was used 
as a doctor’s practice and family residence 
for over 100 years and contains a significant 
collection of  medical instruments, books, 
papers, household furnishings dating from the 

early nineteenth to the late twentieth century.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Arctic Adventure returns to Town Park 

today, Family Day, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Join family, friends and neighbours at this 
family favourite annual event. Activities 
include professional ice carving, outdoor 
winter games, outdoor skating (helmets 
strongly recommended), mini snow tubing, 
live entertainment, inflatables and body zorbs 
– all weather permitting.

CONTINUING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille 

les ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones 
aux débutants capables de converser) - 
qui cherchent à mettre en pratique leurs 
compétences Conversationnelle en français. 
Over Zoom with a nominal fee of  $2.50. 
RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagez-
le-francais. For more information, email 
partagez.york@outlook.com.

* * * *
 Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full 

Circle Program textile recycling and donation 
program. In the current COVID climate, 

a greater number of  people are wanting to 
donate or get rid of  unwanted items, increasing 
the need for more outlets being available to 
receive the items. This program will provide 
a convenient way for people to donate or 
get rid of  used/unwanted clothing, blankets, 
linens and furniture and will help lessen 
the amount of  items ending up in landfills. 
Materials that were previously perceived as 
waste will now be seen as a valuable resource 
further encouraging redistribution. The items 
will be recycled in the following ways: To 
be given to individuals who are survivors of  
violence and are transitioning from shelters 
into new homes; To be sold in our store; To 
be sold to a textile recycler, which makes 
for an ongoing source of  funding for Abuse 
Hurts enabling them to provide their services 
to the thousands of  people that require them 
each year. When and Where: Monday and 
Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 
30-minute time slots – only 1 drop off  per 
time slot. If  you do not have an appointment, 
we cannot accept your donation. The Abuse 
Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham 
St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. 
Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  
time slot.

We hope that the start of this new year brings you joy,  
success, and good health. This past year has been challenging 
for many of us, but we are grateful for your support and  
loyalty throughout it all.

As we move forward into this new year, we are excited for  
all the opportunities and possibilities that it brings. We are  
committed to providing our readers with engaging and 
informative content, and to our advertisers, we are grateful for 
your continued partnership and support.

We look forward to continuing to work with all of you and  
to making this new year a great one.  
Here’s to a happy, healthy, and prosperous year ahead!t

h
a

n
k
 y

o
u to all of our readers  

and advertisers!
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WHAT SETS A PICKERING COLLEGE EDUCATION APART?  
It’s belonging to a welcoming, inclusive school community that  

supports your child every step of the way through their  
academic journey so they can thrive. 

It’s developing students into innovative, courageous and  
compassionate global citizens who take action and make change. 

MEMBER SCHOOL, UNESCO ASSOCIATED SCHOOLS NETWORK 
Pickering College is the first independent school in Ontario to attain full 

membership in the UNESCO Associated Schools Network. The network links 
educational institutions across the world around a common goal: to build the 

defences of peace in the minds of children and young people.

PREPARING STUDENTS FOR UNIVERSITY AND BEYOND 
Our academic curriculum focuses on excellence and innovation  

while ensuring students have a solid understanding of core subjects.  
All students also have countless opportunities to participate in leadership  

activities, community service, sports and the arts and excursions.

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

“Our three children have flourished both academically and personally.  
The small class sizes, combined with the focus on academics and building  

people of good character has made our decision to join the  
Pickering College community one of the best decisions of our life.  

This community is truly a special place.” - PC Parent

OPEN HOUSE

Register: www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Saturday, January 14
10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, January 11
6:30 p.m.
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Pickering College students are knowledgeable, skilled, confident  
and resilient. Our approach to education ensures that they are 

able to reach their full potential, achieve their personal and  
academic goals, and deal effectively with the challenges of life.

For more information please call us at 
905-895-1700 ext. 259  
or email us at  
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

“The school definitely feels like home. One of the core values of Pickering 

College is the foundation and importance of community. Everyone is 

extremely inclusive and welcoming towards one another. The school 

echoes a sense of familiarity and comfort, this is done through the 

morning meetings all students attend as well as the family-style lunches 

found in our advisor groups, which are incorporated to help foster good 

friendships across grades.”

- PC Student, Grade 12

Open House
(JK to Grade 12)

16945 Bayview Ave. in Newmarket

Wednesday, January 11 
6:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 14
10:00 a.m.

Register: 

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Applications now accepted 
for September 2023 admission.


