Service
with Trust
and
Integrity.

ERIC SKILLINS

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

DIRECT
416.988.0209

TOLIR
ROYAL LEPAGE C[}m m u n |t->l
L T TRITEATITE

@Home

hardware
building centre

Monday - Friday 7:30am - 6pm
Saturday 8am - 5:30pm
Sunday 10am- 4pm

CHECK OUR STORE FOR

IN STOCK SPECIALS

ON VANITIES
SHOP EARLY for best selection, WHILE Quantities Last!

905.727.4751
289 WELLINGTON STREET EAST, L4G 6H6, AURORA

PATIO FURNITURE - C =5[>

ENTERTAINING

NAPKINS-PLASTIC-SERVING
SHOP LOCAL AND SAVE

Barrons

905-751-0533114-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Indusirial Pkwy S. www.barronshome.net
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Town Park was abuzz on Tuesday as a new art installation was unveiled to mark National Indigenous Peoples Day. The piece,
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“Aamoo” / “Bee” is an

interactive art piece commissioned by the York Region Arts Council and produced in collaboration with artist Donald Chretien (Nipissing First Nation) with a

cultural narrative by Ojibwe Elder Shelley Charles of Georgina Island First Nation.
berries, including the first berry of the season, the strawberry Odemin; the heart berry representing the rejuvenation of the changing seasons. "
is Traditional Anishinaabe Grandmother Kim Wheatley who presided over the unveiling alongside Mayor Tom Mrakas.

“Aamoo — The Bee plays an important role in the plant world pollinating

Pictured here
Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Food Pantry seeing shifting dynamic
as affordability crisis continues

Give where you live,
food banks urge

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
Inflation has hit everyone, but some are
better able to manage the hit than others.
Thatis particularly evident at the Aurora
Food Pantry, which has seen significant
shifts m their clientele as affordability

continues to be in crisis mode.

“In addition to the people who have
been coming to the Food Pantry for quite
some time, we’re now seeing two different
groups: we're seeing more people who are
coming in from other countries who are
landing here and needing some help to
get going, and that includes people from
the Ukraine and trying to help them,” says
Allison Stuart, Board Chair of the Aurora
Food Pantry. “Although they have come
to Canada, many of them are still living

out of a suitcase because they have been
temporarily housed while more permanent
housing is being found. They are still
struggling with that, and we’re trying to be
really flexible with that population so we’re
able to support them as they continue their
terrible, terrible struggle.

“The other group of people we’re
seeing are people who are working full
time, or who may have full time and part
time jobs, who have never been to a food

Continued on page 23
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LOVE IS LOVE - pflag York Reg|on were among the several community organizations Who filled Newmarket's Main Street on Saturday for the York
Region Pride Parade. Pflag, which provides support, resources, and education, to the 2SLGBTQ+ community and their families, sent a powerful message in
support of the Trans community. For full coverage of the Parade, see Pages 20 and 21.

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Aurora
Real Estate

Jeff Gordon
Sales Representative
Diect: 416 712-4071

 4& @ RE/MAX jeffgordonproperties.com

Are You Caring for An
Older Loved One?

so much worry... so much time...
so much to do!

We can help you at an affordable cost! l

« Care at home and in other residential settings

« Livein/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care

« RN supervised

« Chronic disease care: Parkinson's, Alzheimer's
Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.

« Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing

+ Meal planning and preparation

« Light housekeeping; laundry

« Escorting to appointments; shopping

= Joyful companionship...and so much more

LIVING
ASSISTANCE
services

www.livingassistance.ca

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice
and care at 416.483.0070 (office) and
905.758.2486 (cell).

EEFEARFEZ S A : Helen Huang
55 :416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca

HOME CARE FOR SENIORS
20 years of the best care for seniors

COVID-19 ,
TRAVEL TEST *

Contact us within 72 hours
before your departure date

905-841-6088 |\

wellnessclinicalpharmacy.com

AURORA’S TOP SALES PRODUCER*

REALTY TEAM INC.

SERVICE WITH PROFESSIONALISM

905-841-0000

LENARDCGLINDREALTY.CA

SERVICE WITH
LINDREALTY.CA PROFESSIONALISM

Based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices

Thinking of Buying
or Selling Your Home?

For Insider Tips Visit:
HelenAvraamNeo.com

Avraam Neophytou

Sales Representative, SRES

@MNeophytou

905-251-8130

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE.
—— ([
ROYAL LEPAG!

— [

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyallePage.ca
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737 OLD BATHURST STREET
NEWMARKET
Escape the hustle & enjoy the tranquility of a country setting mins from
Newmarket, Aurora & King! Custom built 3 bdrm bungalow w / loft, 4 baths,
4 car garage, w,/0 bsmt w/ o,/s wdws, huge home office, 10" ceilings,
primary bdrm w,/ w /o0 to deck, luxurious ensuite, open concept Chef's kitchen,
family & dining rm w/ 4 w/0's & tons of windows +++1.44 acres.
Enjoy amazing sunrises to the East & sunsets 1o the West.

www.winsold.com/tour/145813

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 905 /17 0203 izzipopat.com izzipopat@rogers.com
Over 35 Years Experience in Aurora
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What's Happening

Council & Committee Meetings

Date Time Location Meeting
Tuesday, June 28 6:15 p.m. Council Chambers Audit Committee c U R B s I D E G IVEAWAY
Tuesday, June 28 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Wednesday, June 29 6 p.m. Video Conference Aurora Appeal Tribunal Place your unwanted, gently used
. ; : : : items labelled FREE at the curb for
Tuesday, July 5 9:30 a.m. Video Conference Joint Council Committee biher resldents tn take:
Tuesday, July 5 5:45 p.m. Council Chambers Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, July 5 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee Sﬂtl.ll'da}", June 25JII 2022

*General Committee, Public Planning and Council meetings are available to the public in-person and via live
stream on the Town's YouTube Channel.

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition

Feature Artist: Jaqueline Edwards - Fur, Feather and Fin: A Celebration of Nature

For the month of June, Aurora’s Online Skylight Gallery is featuring works by Jaqueline Edwards. A local artist
and member of several art societies who finds great inspiration in the natural world, and in particular wildlife.
In her exhibition, “Fur, Feather and Fin: A Celebration of Nature”, viewers can expect beautiful imagery of
local wildlife and animals from around the world featuring some floral themes. Her paintings generally reflect
realism, but she also enjoys exploring texture and combining abstract elements with a realistic focal.

All work is for sale, please contact Andrea Araujo at aaraujo@aurora.ca if you are interested in purchasing a
piece. View this online gallery at aurora.ca/skylightgallery.
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Spring & Summer

aurcra.ca/wasteevents

P
AURORA

AURORA’'S 2022

+ CANADA DAY &
FESTIVITIES

+DANCE IN THE PARK+

3 ;,""‘ Thursday, June 30
i) * 7 p.m.to 11 p.m.
Aurora Town Park < 49 Wells Street

DANCING, LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, BEER GARDEN Rotary

& CANADA DAY FESTIVITIES +
Friday, July 1
10 a.m. Parade Yonge Street
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Lambert Willson Park
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Canada Day - Holiday Schedules * I

Have fun over the holidays! We have programs and
activities for everyone to enjoy.

Visit our Holiday Schedules webpage for full details
at aurora.ca/holidayschedules.

2022 Program Guide

Our Spring & Summer 2022
Program Guide has arrived.
Registrations are now open
for Recreation and Aquatic
Leadership programs. Registration starts on June 13

135 Industrial Parkway North

_FAMILY ACTIVITIES INSIDE AND OUTSIDE
INFLATABLES |= £| LIVE MUSIC

FIREWORKS

Presented by

for Aquatic Learn to Swim summer programs. The
guide can be viewed online at aurora.ca/recguide.

Pre-registration is required for registered programs
and recommended for drop-in activities. Register
online at aurora.ca/eplay or pay in-person at one of
our recreation facilities (A.F.L.C. or S.AR.C.).

;,u"u[

= = IMMER
'.‘"-,_,‘E“:"f.“,.u [

Summer Camps
2022 Program Guide
Summer Camps are coming

to Aurora! Our Summer Camps
2022 program guide has arrived.

ik Foss

Register to become a candidate
in the 2022 Municipal Election.

Register from May 2 to August 19
aurora.ca/candidateregistration

P

For full details, please visit us
online at aurora.ca/summercamps.

Registrations are now open and pre-registration is
required. Register online at aurora.ca/eplay or
in-person at one of our recreation facilities (A.F.L.C.
or S.AR.C.).

Check your dog after each walk and keep them
away from long grass and wooded areas

P -
ALRDORA

surora.cafGoGresn

AURORA

BUDGET
2023

Take our -

/
for your chance:

N/

Flea and Tick season is here

When using the trail system keep your dog’s away from
long grass and wooded areas. Ticks are tiny parasites
that feed on the blood of animals and humans and can
transmit several diseases including Lyme disease that
both animals and humans can contract. Fleas are tiny
wingless insects about the size of a grain of sand and
brown in color that lay eggs and the cycle of laying eggs
will continue if not treated.

S

N\

to win a
giftcard

Check your pets for ticks and fleas daily, especially after
spending time outdoors and visit your veterinarian for
regular checkups.

engageaurora.cafbudget2023 A

Accessible Formats

905-727-3123 ext. 4212
accessibility@aurora.ca

Aurora Town Hall

100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1
905-727-1375 * info@aurora.ca * aurora.ca

Healthy © Planet

Saturday, July 2

5 8 a.m. to 1 p-m. - Aurora Town Park -+ 49 Wells Street
Enjoy the Aurora Farmers Market and Artisan Fair.
Dress in red and white and earn a prize!
theaurorafarmersmarket.com

aurora.ca/canadaday
#AuroraCanadaDay + 905-726-4762

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

% e
Hpatthy AURORA

Patrimoine
canadien

Canadian
Heritage

JUKE IS
RECGREATIOR
AND PARKS

i+l

Get out
and explore our
great ELLE anq ‘Icr_aﬂs,
recreation fac-.hm:s,
pools and more’

Get out and play!

aurora.ca/recreationparksmonth

o~ i“::‘
#AuroraJRPM22 AURORA
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Garden Tour showcases green thumbs across Aurora
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Local gardeners are gearing up for this weekend’s garden tour hosted by the Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society. Pictured here in the garden of tour participant Maureen Crosby (right) are Linda Blachford,
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Sue White, and Judy Ryan.

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Maureen Crosby didn’t inherit her green
thumb.

Growing up in a townhouse in downtown
Toronto that was practically lawn-free, as a
teen she would haul buckets of dirt up to
her third-floor bedroom and place them on
the roof” outside her window:

Before long, she had a thriving makeshift
garden to call her own.

While she can’t explain its origin, a
passion for gardening was born and now
that she and her husband are settled into
their “forever home” on Dunning Avenue,
local plant-lovers can see the fruits of her
labour this weekend on the Garden Aurora’s
annual Aurora Garden Tour.

Set to take place across the community
this Sunday; June 26, the tour runs from 12
noon to 4 p.m., featuring gardens of just
about every variety — all chosen for their
“wow” factor.

Formembersof Garden Aurora (formally
the Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society),
avery personal “wow” factor is the fact they
are back after a long pandemic hiatus.

“In 2019, we identified eight gardens
for the 2020 tour” says Garden Aurora’s
Judy Ryan. “We had to cancel 2020 and
we asked those eight gardens if they could
recommit for 2021 and they all said yes and
were looking forward toit. 2021 came along
and we had to cancel again. Six of the eight
committed again for 2020, so we had to
find two more gardens for 2022.”

Keeping to their commitment never
to repeat a garden within the decade of
a span, this year’s tour will feature seven
gardens completely new to the tour and one
“fan favourite” from the past.

Among the beautiful greenspaces is the
Crosbys.

The couple has created beautiful gardens
wherever they have lived in Aurora, but
now on Dunning, which they have deemed
their “forever home,” Maureen has created
a sanctuary that is deliberately cottage-like
in feel.

“T was flattered to be asked,” she says,
noting she was asked to participate once
before but had to bow out. “This year I'm

Kempenfelt
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VOTED #1 AGAIN,

23 YEARS IN A ROW!

LOWEST PRICES
EVERY DAY

T Badnier

READERS’
CHOICE 2021

VOTED #1 AGAIN, 23 YEAHS INAROW

* YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE FOR QUALITY WINDOWS, DOORS & GARAGE DOORS FOR OVER 25 YEARS *

ready!”

“We had a small townhouse in Toronto
and there was really no garden and no
backyard, just a parking spot. My room
went out onto the roof and I would put
milk crates full of dirt out there and plant
flowers by climbing out the window: After
that, life kind of got in the way [but when
we could] we went crazy with the gardens
and the planning. We don’t have a cottage,
so we wanted to make this a place to enjoy
over summer.”

The criteria for Garden Aurora in
selecting each year’s showcases 1s that they
are owner-created, owner-maintained and
offer a variety of different types of gardens.

“We want people to go out and feel that
what they are looking for they can achieve,
too,” says Ms. Ryan. “We want each garden
to be different from each other because
it 13 not a competiion. Were looking
for achievable, owner-created, owner-
maintained, and something that people
are going to remember and hopefully learn
from and maybe try to re-create some parts
of it in their own landscape. We also look for
different sizes. We are focused really hard
on finding small gardens on the east side of
"Town but parking over there is prohibitive
and really; really tough [but we] do have two
gardens on that side of Town. You don’t
need to have a big landscape to garden. You
just need to want to do it.”

People not only want to do it but they
want to see it as well, and tickets have been
going fast.

‘A lot of people are dying just to bust out
[of their homes] and there 1s such a level of
enthusiasm,” says Ms. Ryan.

To book your ticket for the Aurora
Garden Tour, visit New Roads Garden
Centre (17235 Yonge Street, Newmarket),
Wild Birds Unlimited (16655 Yonge Street,
Newmarket), Black Forest Gardens (15445
Keele Street, King), Luda Flower Salon
(130 Hollidge Boulevard, Aurora), and the
Aurora Farmers’ Market on _June 25.

Tickets, which are $15, will also be
available at Garden #1 on the self-guided
tour at 197 McClellan Way on the day of
the tour itself.

Order Online at
WWW. papalohns.ca

|ROBINTIDE Bl
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By STRAWBERRIES
”" - VEGETABLES

AND FL[]WERS

ad
2770 KING YAUGHAM RODAD

MAPLE ONTARIO LGA 2R3

647-988-27120
WWW.ROBINTIDEFARMS.COM

690

Fowrmv fresiv

STRAWBERRIES,
VEGETABLES
AND FLOWERS

For more wmformation, wvisit  wwwgarden
aurora.ca.

GARAGA 4
EXPERTS {6

NEWMARKET SHOWROOM

569 STEVEN COURT (BAYVIEW/MULOCK)
905-895-1554

FREE ESTIMATES SO0 DOWN 100% FINANCING OAC WWW.KEMPENFELTWINDOWS.COM
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LETTERTO THE EDITOR

Public Ownership: The
Secret Weapon in the
Fight Against Climate
Change

The 1mpacts of the climate
emergency can already be seen
across our country. In particular,
these  impacts are becoming
increasingly evident through its
impacts on Indigenous and Northern
communities, from  devastating
wildfires and record droughts
to disappearing permafrost
extensive flooding. It is clear that
urgent, collective action is needed.

We range of tools,
including public ownership, to begin
immediately investing 1in climate
mitigation and adaptation. Private
Members’ Bill C-245 uses public
ownership to support communities
in the fight climate change.

It proposes that the
Infrastructure  Bank (a
corporation) be reformed to remove
the disastrous public-private
partnership models and focus instead
on public investment with priority
given to infrastructure projects that
will support communities fighting
climate change.

It’s time we propose solutions in
terms of public ownership including
as a primary tool in the fight against
climate change. The Canada
Infrastructure Bank should be
delivering for communities instead
of corporations, but it is failing
to do so. It 1s currently sitting on
$35 Billion, and has yet to see one
project to completion in its nearly
five years of operation. It has no
particular commitment to climate
action or Indigenous governance
and reconciliation. The Bank could
be so much more, including the
1ssuer of green bonds to allow for
the realization of the infrastructure
needed as part of a green new deal.

We have the capacity to meet
our climate targets through public
ownership and the power of public
investment. We have the power to
build a more sustainable, climate-
resilient future, but Bill C-245 is
crucial for ensuring that communities
are given the tools and funds needed
to implement these
projects.

For more information on Bill (-24)5,
go to nikiashton.ndp.ca/news/liberals-
must-put-people-first-fight-against-
climate-change

and
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Linda Barson
East Gwillimbury
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Machell’s Corners

AURORA HISTORICAL BENCH #73

COMMEMORATING THE DAY WHEN
A RESIDENT ACTUALLY ATTENDED
A TOWN-SPONSORED PUBLIC

BUDGET MEETING
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SCOT JOHNSTON

@ machellscorners@gmail . com

Reverence for well-placed irreverence

It wasn’t all that long ago that our water
cooler chatter was about the events of the
week.

Big deal, you might say, but this was in
elementary school and, when you really
get down to it, it was less about talking
around the “water cooler” as it was the
stainless steel water fountains that kept us
hydrated on the long stretches between
recesses.

Wait, this doesn’t reflect your own
grade school experiences?

Fair enough, I fully admit that our
Grade 6 classes were a bit atypical.

There were two such classes at our
school and, for better or worse, the male
and female teacher leading each decided
to divvy up the work and joint classes led
by both were neither the exception nor
the rule. It just... well, it was just the way
things were.

This particular year happened to
coincide with a Federal Election, which
apparently gave our collective teaching
duo more than enough ideas to engage
us young’uns with the important issues of
the day.

But many of us had a head start.

Maybe there was something in the
water, but looking back on this specific
season of my youth, we were a bit of an
anomaly where a good chunk of the classes
were very (and I do mean very) interested
in what was then the CBC’s one-two
punch of This Hour Has 22 Minutes and
the Royal Canadian Air Farce.

I know, I know, we were weird. This
isn’t the likeliest fare that would normally
capture the attention of ten- and eleven-
year-olds, but there we were.

Maybe we understood the jokes.
Maybe we didn’t.

We could laugh at the caricatures they
spun at the expense of such leaders as Jean
Chretien and Preston Manning. Even
though we may not have truly known who
she was, we could chuckle as the writers
and actors sent up the sartorial choices of
the late MP Elsie Wayne. We smiled, even
when we shouldn’t have in retrospect, at
their send-ups of Lucien Bouchard that
exaggerated the very things that should
not have been a focal point. We could
even be amused by (and, depending on
our own family circumstances, relate to)
the marital woes of the then-still-married
Prince and Princess of Wales and their
satirization of all the people involved in
that saga.

Rapid-fire jokes from Marg Delahunty
or Marg, Princess Warrior from Mary

BROCK’S
BANTER

Brock Weir

the less than rapid-fire gags of Air Farce’s
Mike from Canmore and Jock McBile
(John Morgan) were fair game.

Perhaps this is why when we had our
in-class elections, with the class divided up
into the major political parties and “party
leaders” duly appointed, it was a less than
reverent affair — until it wasn’t.

One of the go-getters representing the
former Progressive Conservative party
and its leader Jean Charest (everything old
1s new again!) went rather method in his
portrayal, being the only “party leader” to
produce election posters for distribution
throughout the school. Given our steady
diet of television irreverence, however,
this spilled over mto the campaign when
many students took the posters that had
been distributed, opened our respective
pencil cases, and let our artistry fly in the
forms of Groucho mustaches, Coke bottle
glasses, etc., scrawled over the leader’s
face.

Naturally, this riled one of the two
teachers, who collected the photocopied
fliers, marched us out into the hall for
a sound chastising and a not-so-veiled
threat of sending all the offending flyers
to Charest’s office to make an example
out of us.

If he actually followed through, we
never heard anything further, but maybe
this was the beginning of the end and the
start of a new trend.

Although 22 Minutes is still on the air, it
seems the era of good-natured irreverence
on our leaders 1s well and truly over.

Maybe the stakes are simply too high
these days as people, no matter what
political colour you bleed, continually
push the idea that we’re collectively in the
“fight for our lives.” There doesn’t seem to
be any room for humour, or even looking
at the lighter side of things.

Foibles stll come into the fore, of
course, but at best theyre looked at
through a gravely serious lens or at
worst, weaponized into personal attacks

While I enjoy covering politics,
I couldn’t help but feel a sense of relief
when this year’s Provincial Election was
done. Why? Simply to get a break from
television ads and video ads online that
focused less on policy and what each
leader or party was pledging to do for the
Province over the next four or five years,
and more on the messenger.

Despite  what  the  Progressive
Conservatives wanted to sell us, Kathleen
Wynne (and anyone who was ever in her
orbit) was not the boogeyman responsible
for all of Ontario’s ills. Nor, despite the
photos they chose to depict her, was
Andrea Horwath ready to menace
Ontarians at a moment’s notice. Nor,
as the opposition parties would have us
believe, is/was Doug Ford at the root of
everything in Ontario that had to change,
and nor was a vote for the Greens and
Mike Schreiner nothing less than flushing
your ballot down the toilet.

At the Federal level, not every policy
presented by the Liberals is a bad one
simply because of your personal feelings
towards Justin Trudeau as a person or,
worse, his hairdo or his sock selection.
Nor was every effort by the opposition to
hold the Feds to account ridiculous simply
because they were offended somehow by
Andrew Scheer’s dimples or any other
alleged foibles highlighted by all successive
Conservative leaders, permanent or
interim.

In my view; the last couple of elections
at both the Provincial and Federal levels
have only illustrated how far our public
discourse has fallen from a time not-so-
far-removed from the present and the
reasons for this are well worth a deep dive
another day.

But, with another election on the
horizon, this time for the persons eager
to represent us at the municipal level,
it can only be hoped that debate sticks
to the vision each person has for our
community, including the skills they hope
to bring to the table, and less on pure and
unadulterated vitriol and very personal
attacks.

Apparently we can’t handle the levity
anymore.

In my more than 10 years covering
municipal politics, so far these lower
tier trips to the ballot box have been
essentially immune to this type of
politicking that serves no one, but, unlike
the Federal sphere, there was once a time
when Provincial politics was blessedly
pedestrian.

Ron Wallace Rosemary Schumaker
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We recognize the challenges inflation
is creating for Canadians — from the cost
of filling their tanks to the rising cost of
groceries.

Although inflation is a global challenge,
made worse by Russia’s illegal invasion of
Ukraine, our government is putting more
money into the pockets of Canadians
when they need it most. Through the
Affordability Plan, we are building on our
rapid economic recovery from the COVID
recession and taking tangible steps to make
life more affordable for Canadians. The
$8.9 billion plan includes:

* Enhancing the Canada Workers
Benefit—at a cost of $1.7 billion in
new support for workers. This will
provide up to $2,400 to low-income
families starting this year.

* Aten per cent increase to Old Age
Security for seniors over 75, which
will provide up to an additional
$766 for more than three million
seniors starting next month;

* A $500 payment this year to nearly
one million Canadian renters who
are struggling with the cost of
housing;

»  Cutting child care fees by an average
of 50 per cent by the end of this
year 1n all provinces and territories;

*  Dental care for Canadians earning
less than $90,000 — starting this
year with hundreds of thousands of
children under 12, and;

* The indexation of benefits,
including the Canada Child Benefit,
the GST Credit, the Canada

It seems politics is no longer as
fascinating as it once was —if it once was.

Take the recent provincial election.
Only 43% of eligible voters turned
out to cast their ballot. Not that 100%
of voters are expected to show up, but
well under half is a pretty sad number.
In this case, this is the lowest ever for a
provincial election.

It's not like there weren’t enough
issues at play to get people fired up,
including the economy and rising costs,
COVID and education, health care
and elder care, or transportation and
infrastructure, to name a few.

It’s not just ballot figures that took
a hit. According to Stephen’s column
in this space last week, even volunteer
numbers seemed to be down in this
year’s election.

While the Federal election last year
— another one with near record-low
turnouts — was held during greater
uncertainty around COVID, I'm not
sure that excuse can be used for this
year’s provincial election.

There just seems to be a general
and continuing decline in sound bites,
headline-grabbing news, and general
interest, in all things political-election-
related, on this side of the border,
anyway.

I fear this also seems to be the case
at the local level.
municipal politics and most people’s eyes
seem to glaze over.

One mention of

I bet most residents couldn’t name
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Tony Van Bynen, MP
Newmarket - Aurora

Pension Plan, Old Age Security,
and the Guaranteed Income
Supplement. The federal minimum
wage, which we increased to $15/
hour, 1s also indexed to inflation.
Carbon Tax Rebate

Under the federal pollution pricing
system, the government applies a price on
pollution in jurisdictions that do not have a
system of their own that meets the federal
stringency requirements — specifically
Ontario,  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,
and Alberta. In those jurisdictions,
approximately 90 per cent of direct
proceeds from carbon pollution pricing are
returned to residents of those provinces
through CAI payments. The other 10
per cent is used to support farmers, small
businesses, Indigenous groups, schools,
universities, and municipalities.

No funds collected are retained by the
federal government.

In 2022-23, the increased CAI
payments mean an Ontario family of four
will receive $745 annually. Payments are
now made quarterly, starting in July with
a “double-up” payment for the first two

Running on Empty

INSIDE AURORA

Scott Johnston

any two of the eight people currently on
Aurora Council.

I'also bet that most people didn’t notice
that I increased Council’s numbers from
seven to eight in that last sentence.

While not strictly politically-centred,
the recent lack of interest in the Town’s
budget process, where no one showed
up to an open meeting for people to
raise questions and provide input on the
multi-year budget, is another example of
how blasé, or maybe it’s jaded, people
are becoming about politics.

I guess in the case of the budget, we’re
all just assuming either the best, or the
worst.

Sadly, this lack of interest appears not
just to be applicable to the voters, but also
to the ones they are potentially voting for.

Effective May 2, potential candidates
for Aurora council have been able to
file their papers signaling their intent to
run in the election less than four months
from now.

As I write this, almost halfway to the
cutoff' for filing later this summer, the

markets that were too far from the big cities. The Aurora Beverage
Company operated on Berczy Street from 1949 — 1959, bottling
popular local drinks such as Kik Cola, Mandalay Punch, and the
above, Sun-dial (2006.4). The Aurora Beverage Company delivered
their products all the way up to Lake Simcoe and it is possible that
this drink is named after an old tourist landmark of a giant sundial
in Orillia. When it's hot this summer and you pop off the top of your
drink, remember the sweet flavours of Aurora Beverages!

quarters of the 2022-23 fuel charge year
(April-June and July-September), followed
by single quarterly payments in October
and January.

Canada Greener Homes Loan

By helping Canadians retrofit their
homes to be more energy efficient, we can
contribute to making life more affordable,
creating good jobs, and creating a greener,
cleaner environment for generations to
come.

Last week, the Honourable Ahmed
Hussen, Minister of Housing and Diversity
and Inclusion, announced the launch of
the new Canada Greener Homes Loan.
This program will provide $4.4 billion in
interest-free loans, of up to $40,000 per
household, for Canadians to retrofit their
homes.

The Canada Greener Homes Loan is
an inclusive program designed to help up
to 175,000 eligible homeowners undertake
deeper, more costly retrofits that will have
a significant impact in reducing a home’s
environmental footprint, energy bills, and
in improving home resiliency.

Bill C-28

The Government of Canada is
unwavering in its commitment to ensuring
that our criminal justice system keeps
communities safe, supports victims,
and holds offenders to account, while
upholding Charter rights. Women and
youth are disproportionately affected by
violence, such as sexual violence, including
where the perpetrator is intoxicated.

This is tragically an even more common

Continued on page 15

combined number of people who will be
running for the position of Mayor or one
of the six ward Councillors totals ... one.

Yes, one person so far has put up their
hand to run for Council. Let’s hope when
future candidates signal their intent, their
campaign literature doesn’t prominently
feature being decisive as one of their key
attributes.

While with luck this fall’s election will
spark some interest, it may be a challenge
as we’ll likely see the same old issues
raised. There’s only so much one can do
to drum up enthusiasm about another
discussion on council accountability,
development, small business support and
infrastructure.

Of course, the budget and taxes
should be a topic of discussion, as well,
despite the lack of interest shown by
residents at the beginning of summer.

One new feature of this election is the
ward system.

We’re still one Town with the same
Town-wide issues noted above, but
perhaps by having councilor candidates
focus their campaigns in smaller parts of
Town, with perhaps a few more focused
local 1ssues, this will pique people’s
interest.

Then again, this may all be moot if by
the time nominations close we still only
have one person who’s submitted their
nomination papers.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com
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The Aurora Museum Time Travellers
& Archives
is thirsty for...

Endemic Elixirs!

Through the early 20th century, small bottling firms dominated

Diary

By Jacqueline Stuart

Alleyways

Recently I took a little trip in time that
had nothing to do with Aurora — until it
did.

I was looking at photographs I took
years ago of alleyways in Victoria’s
Chinatown, and the photos made me
think of Aurora’s alleyways. Admittedly,
they are not quite so long or attractive
or numerous as Victoria’s passages, but
they are ours!

I am not talking about planned
pedestrian pathways but about alleys
which  developed  because there
happened to be useful space between
buildings.

On the west side of Yonge Street, for
instance, there is an alley between Yonge
and the Temperance Street parking lot.

Untl the late 1920s there was a gap
between the buildings on either side of
the present steps.

Then the landowner of the day made
the somewhat risky investment of filling
in that space with retail accommodation
on the ground floor and an apartment
above. Those spaces were scarcely wider
than the span of a tall man’s outstretched
arms, but they did find tenants.

On April 14 in 1972, a fire started
in the Textile Bargain Centre, the
occupant of the ground floor space at
the time, and quickly destroyed it and
the apartment above. When those areas
had been enclosed the side windows
of the existing buildings had just been
filled with boards. The fire made short
work of those barriers and the interiors
of the adjacent buildings were severely
damaged.

Two years, later the Town purchased
the site, removed what remained of the
structure, and created the pedestrian link
between Yonge Street and the parking
area to the west. The old window
openings were properly bricked up!

Across Yonge Street and slightly to
the north is another alleyway with a bit
of history. It runs east and west along
the south wall of Paul’s Barber Shop.
The width of this little paved passage
makes the one across the street look like
a superhighway, but this is not an official
walkway. If you visit to have a closer
look, just peer in from the sidewalk.

What you will see is a “ghost sign”
on the brick wall. You will immediately
recognize the product being advertised
as it 1s perhaps the best-known product
name and logo in the world: Coca-Cola.

But why put that famous name where
it can hardly be seen?

Answering that question helps us to
roughly date the sign

The building which provides the south
wall of this alleyway — and also hides
the Coke sign — was completed early in
1921 as a branch of the Sterling Bank.
Clearly the sign pre-dates this building:
just getting the sign painter’s scaffolding
or even a ladder into the post-1921
space would be nearly impossible, and
pointless. So: 1920 or likely earlier for
the sign. Over a century old!

If you gaze at this ghost sign for a
while, you will see that there may be
another one underneath. I'll leave the
challenge with you: what did that one
advertise? And as you move around
Town, look out for other such remnants
of the past — I know of at least one
other.

THIS WEEK'S NEW POLL

Do you plan to vacation
outside of Canada
this summer?

Yes No Unsure
www.theauroran.com

Previous Poll Results
Are you satisfied with the results of the 2022 Provincial Election?

YES
40%

NO
60%
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Council members question how Wellington lands were re-designated at Region

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Plans for a 519-unit apartment
building on Wellington Street East near
Leslie were rejected last week as Council
members questioned how the lands
were re-designated from employment
to residential use by the Region.

At issue at last Tuesday’s Public
Planning meeting was a proposed seven-
storey building for the intersection’s
southwest corner.

A report before Council by Rosanna
Punit, Planner for the Town of Aurora,
said the lands were listed under a
Business Park Designation but as
the Region moves forward with its
Municipal Comprehensive  Review
(MCR), “the lands are not intended to
be maintained” for employment use.

In an email shared with media by
Councillor John Gallo, it was claimed
the conversion of these lands from
employment to residential use had
already taken place following a letter
written to the Region last year by the
Town’s former planning director David
Waters.

“It would have been an enormous
series of incompetence for other staff at
the Region to not know the application
for this site, to be converted from
employment lands, was removed,”
Councillor Gallo wrote, stating this
move went against Council direction.
“You took the word of the Director
of Planning for the Town of Aurora,
which was contrary to all reports and
direction of Council and made the
changes outside the MCR process.”

Councillor Gallo continued to
voice his concerns at that evening’s
Public Planning Meeting, as did local
environmental  advocate  George
Skoulikas who said he was “very
surprised” to read the lands in question
were “not intended to be maintained”
as employment lands through this
Regional update.

“The words ‘under review’ suggest

it is still in process when York Region
long-range planning staff’ have already
recently confirmed [the process] was
finalized last year and no further
adjustments are contemplated,” said
the resident.

“This is an absolute non-starter,”
said Councillor Gallo. “A letter from
(Waters) dated October 13, 2020
requested the change to the mapping
of 1298 Wellington Street East [to]
remove it from Regionally-significant
employment lands was enough for York
Region to change the mapping

“I can’t believe sitting here today
that that process was followed properly.
Certainly no direction from Council
and definitely reports to Council
indicating otherwise...no one member
of staff should have that type of power
to convert ten acres of employment
lands into non-employment lands. It
should not happen and that is exactly
what happens. We should not be putting
this to a public planning meeting until
they deal with the employment land
conversion. I will not be voting for this.”

Added Councillor Wendy Gaertner:
“This must be denied tonight. We need
to have it in writing from Regional staff
about the MCR and what is happening
with this land in the process. Regional
staff seems to be contradicting
municipal staff. We need to clear that
up before we make any decision on
what is to be done.”

Council ultimately
application on  several grounds,
including encroachments on
environmental features, inappropriate
density, impacts on species of concern,
as well as the removal of a “short
supply” of employment lands and
“significant issues with land conversion
and the MCR process.”

While the applicant can appeal
Council’s decision to the Ontario Land
Tribunal (OLT), Marco Ramunno,
Aurora’s present Director of Planning,
reiterated the MCR is ongoing.

“It is up to local Council to consider,

rejected the
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moving forward, whether [to change]
the land use,” he said. “We’ll have our
first draft released to Council and the
public for ongoing consultation for final
consideration before June of 2023 and
that is where we identify as well our new
planning horizon to the year 2051.

“These lands are no longer identified
as employment in the Regional plan.
Planning staff’ here at the Town of
Aurora, back in 2018, a number of
reports identified those various requests
to convert employment lands to other
community-type plans, various reports
to Council back in late 2019. T will
stress the Regional Official Plan shows
these lands as community lands and
they have been removed from the
employment lands under the...land use
designation.”

In response to the Public Planning
meeting, York’s Chief Planner Paul
said that in addition to
employment  conversion  requests
“received by their landowners and their
agents,” the MCR process
refining employment area boundaries
in consultation with local municipalities.

“Identification of the south-west

Freeman

“involved

corner of Wellington and Leslie Streets
in the Town of Aurora was deemed as
Community Area on Map 1A of the
Draft Regional Official Plan endorsed
by York Regional Council in November
2021 for consultation,” he said in a
statement. “This was In response to
a request from senior Town staff, as
noted.

“Given  previous  employment
conversions in the area, west of Leslie
Street, York Region did not deem the
subject parcel Regionally significant
employment land and will therefore not
be mapped as Regional Employment
Land in the Regional Official Plan. Uses
for this parcel of land at the southwest
corner of Wellington Street and Leslie
Street will be determined by the Town
of Aurora, including employment land
should they deem it as such.”

The updated Regional Official Plan
will be proposed to Regional Council
for adoption next Thursday, June 30,
and will be subject to further approval
from Ontario’s Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and housing, as well as municipal
partners “for conformity as local
municipal official plans are updated.”

York Regional Police have charged
an 82-year-old Newmarket man in
connection with a sexual assault in
Aurora last week.

Charged 1s Mir Mirazai, who faces
a sexual assault charge and a charge
of Interference with a person under
16 years.

On Friday, York Regional Police
asked for the public’s help
identifying the suspect.

“On June 16 at approximately
6.40 p.m., a l2-year-old female
attended a restaurant located in
the area of Earl Stewart Drive and
Bayview Avenue,” said Constable
Maniva Armstrong in a statement.
“While at the restaurant, the victim
entered a public washroom and was
sexually assaulted by an unknown
male suspect.”

Police released images of the
suspect, along with the vehicle, and
appealed for the public’s help in
identifying him.

“Following a media release,
officers received information from
a citizen that the suspect was seen
walking in the area of Woodland
Hills Labyrinth Park in Newmarket
ion June 18, around 9.45 a.m.,” the
Police announced Monday. “The
suspect was located by police and has
been charged.”

The charges have not been proven.

Anyone with information is asked

n

Newmarket man charged following reported
sexual assault in Aurora restaurant

to call the York Regional Police
Special Victims Unit — Sexual
Assault Section at 1-866-876-5423,
ext. 7071, or contact Crime Stoppers
anonymously at 1-800-222-TIPS,
or leave an anonymous tip online
at www.1800222tips.com.

‘A sexual assault includes any
non-consensual contact of a sexual
nature. York Regional Police would
like to encourage anyone who feels
they may have been a victim of
a sexual assault to come forward
and report the incident to police.
There is no statute of limitations for
sexual offences and offenders can be
prosecuted well after the date of the
offence.”

 If you are the survivor of

sexual assault, you can report
the incident online if:

*  You are not in danger

* The person who assaulted you

is not present

* There is no evidence present

that may be collected by police
(blood, semen, saliva, etc.).
Evidence can be collected for
up to 12 days after the sexual
assault has occurred

*  You have access to a private

email address, to which the
suspect does not have access

To make an online report, visit
www.yrp.ca/en/Online-Reporting.

asp.
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Environmental, density issues kill plans for
500+ unit apartment on Wellington Street

BY BROCKWEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Plans for a 500+ unit apartment
building on the southwest corner of
Wellington and Leslie Streets hit a
significant roadblock at Council last
week after lawmakers voted down the
proposal.

Although proponents of the high-
density apartment building, which
would bring 519 units to the community;,
along with twelve townhouse blocks
for a total of 59 units, can still appeal
Council’s decision to the Ontario Land
Tribunal, Council’s decision said they
believed what was before them was an
inappropriate use of the land.

Adena Meadows resident Alan
Benlolo was one of several neighbours
to speak against the proposal at last
Tuesday’s Public Planning meeting,
While he said he was glad to potentially
see the end of an “ugly, unkempt field”
on Wellington Street, what was up for
Council’s decision could spell the “end”
of Aurora as we know it.

“The need for housing grows... and
over the years I have watched both sides
of Wellington Street between Bayview
Avenue and Leslie Street get developed
—1t’s going on as we speak at the corner
of Wellington Street and Stronach
Boulevard, which I am glad to see, he
said. “Most importantly, they have been
developed into single-detached homes
and stacked towns, not apartment
buildings.

“I moved to Aurora from Thornhill
for a bigger piece of land in a less
dense town. I have built my house on
a two-acre parcel of land and like all
of the homes in the Adena Meadows
community just south of the proposal,
are all on two acres of land — one house
per two acres. My obvious concern 1is
apartment buildings do not fit into this

part of Aurora, as well as the number
of units per acre. Three to four units
per acre, I believe... this current site
is about 10 acres developable with
approximately 650 units, so by my
calculation I think 80 — 90 per hectare.

“If this proposal goes through and
they’re able to build a seven-storey
apartment building at Wellington and
Leslie, Aurora is finished.”

From the perspective of
environmental ~ advocate =~ Wendy
Kenyon, should the proposal go

ahead, it won’t only be Aurora that is
“finished.”

“I am not against development;
I am, however, against the loss of
balance between development and the
need to respect and protect our natural
environment and its boundaries,” said
Ms. Kenyon. “I am seeing what is now
happening on the Shining Hill lands on
St. John’s Sideroad West and believe
that Aurora has already lost that critical
balance. According to the applicant’s
environmental  report, the 1289
Wellington proposal includes direct
loss of over 5,000 square metres... the
removal of 33,000 square metres of
cultural meadow where species at risk,
monarch butterflies, are confirmed as
present. A Municipal OP requires there
will be no negative impacts to the natural
heritage features or their ecological
functions. Yet the environmental
report is unable to demonstrate this,
concluding ‘Overall, the proposed
development is not expected to have a
negative impact on the natural features
or their ecological functions.” In my
opinion, that is simply not sufficient to
comply with the explicit wording and
intent of regulation.

“Pages and pages of environmental
report are dedicated to mitigation
measures, restoration and so on, and
that is great, but there is an underlying
premise that disturbance and removal

o T
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of natural features can be compensated.
But the reality 1s you’re still taking away
immediate habitat, removing trees that
are already providing a service, pushing
a development with all its inherent risks,
very close to the watercourse. Despite
efforts, ecosystems often don’t recover
from this level of assault, particularly
as the lands become further urbanized.
The proposed development exists only
on paper whereas the environmental
features are already living and providing
a service to this community. So, I am
asking, can we not do more to preserve
them? I believe we can and it all comes
down to a question of balance.”

Other residents said it was
“unconscionable” to put that amount
of density in the location proposed,
stating that the Yonge Street corridor,
complete with transit, would make more
sense, worries about noise pollution and
traffic in an already busy corridor, and
the loss of Aurora’s “small-town feel.”

Council members largely agreed,
voting down the proposal due to its
encroachment on  environmental
features,  “inappropriate”  density,
impacts on species of concern, and
the Regional conversion of this site
from employment land to allow it to be
developed as proposed.

“It’s just so densified,” said Councillor
Sandra Humfryes before Council voted
down the plan while still considering
sending the matter to a further public
planning meeting. “There are a lot of
areas for improvement for the next
Public Planning meeting we hope to see
coming forward.”

Councillor Michael Thompson said
he did not support the density and was
concerned with the proposed building’s
massing and “overall height.”

“I would like to see some notable
changes,” he said, specifically citing the
need for a park within the plan’s area.

A win-win, Councillor Harold Kim
mentioned, occurs when a community
works with the developer to find a
solution that works.

“There should have been some
consultation [with the surrounding
residents],” said Councillor Kim. “It
would be great to have two parties have
some communication.”

Added Mayor Mrakas: “What can
we put in an area that benefits the
community so we’re doing what is
best for our community? That takes
all parties working together. Those
concerns are there, so let’s see if we can
work on this and where we can go from
there.”

Enjoy the journey

I'll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto
insurance quote today.

Richard Gong, Agent
905-727-6333

O Desjardins

Insurance

STYLE LIVING

The Meadows of Aurora is a Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community. Book your tour today.

Until July 31, receive
$10,000 off our two
bedroom Fairbank
northeast corner unit
(only 7 available).

Act now to secure your
suite in our next phase,
Park Tower.

a range of personal care
options.

Around-the-clock
loving care delivered by
a team of expert health
care professionals.

0 440 William Graham Drive, Aurora, ON L4G 1X5

‘ www.tmoa.ca
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CONGRATULATIONS
10 THE GLASS OF

Tarini Amarasinghe
Karan Amin

Jake Andersen
Ethan Bain

Quinn Binnie

Liam Bousada
Cameron Boyd
Paige Brainis
Madeline Brayman
Alessia Carbone
Alexie Carogioiello
Tomas Chacin
Riya Chopra
Grace Croxon

Tate Dallimore
Nicole Damianidis
Mason Davis

GRADS

INTRODUCING THE COUNTRY

Alessia Di Biase
Jameson Dowling
Zack Downey
Mackenzie Falconer
Chantal Flowers
Connor Fortin
Emma Fulawka
David Galviz
Alexander Gille
Sophia Guido
Danyal Hakeem
Shayan Heybati
Jake Hollett

Vlad Ignatenko
Maria Ivoditova
Alexis Jenkin
Claire Johnson
Megan Johnson

Luke Jone:
Adam Kare
Noah Katzi
Alex Kim
Sophie Kin
Neyla Kirby
Ryan Lang
Max Lerou
NEIERN
Cindy Ma
Ethan Mac
Chelsea M
Simone Mz
Sydney Mc
Kate Miche
Robert Mill
Adam Mon
Sarah Mux

80"

ONTARIO SCHOLARS

POST-SECONDARY INS

The Country Day School

EDUCATION WITH BALANCE

Boston University, Brock University, Brown University, Carleton
Fanshawe College, Fashion Institute of Technology, George Washing
Queen’s University, St. Francis Xavier University, Toronto M
University of British Columbia, University of Guelph, University
University of Waterloo, University of the West of England Bris
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Our 88 graduates have demonstrated immense grit and resilience
during their high school careers and have accepted offers of admission
to top programs at a diverse selection of post-secondary institutions
across Ganada, the US and UK.

Well done, Class of 2022! We could not be prouder of you and wish
you all the best!

DAY SCHOOL CLASS OF 2022

3 Ava Muzzo Noah Smith
batsos Lauren Nediu Zach Smith
N Lauren Neil Russell Sorbo
Tawana Ngorima Marianna Speranza
1 Elijah Ogor Juliette Ste. Marie
! Angela Paolicelli Toby Steinmann
lle Eliza Pasha Bella Sun
X Isabella Pasquali Chris Suriwka
Mari Pietersen Nilou Tabandeh Doust
Kieran Porter Charlotte van Nostrand
Donald Jayden Posen Arjun Walia
90 Russell Priestly Kevin Wasserman
1Sini Keegan Robinson Charlotte Wright
Grath Nicoletta Rotundo Henry Xiu
berger Isabella Ruso Katie Yeates
iken Samantha Schaus Sydney Young
aghan Rachel Schnekenburger lan Zhang
low Kellan Sherman
v/
‘LIFERS’ RESILIENCY
TITUTION DESTINATIONS

University, Duke University, Emily Garr University of Art + Design,

ton University, McGill University, McMaster University, OCAD University,
stropolitan University, Union College, University of Bristol (UK),

of Ottawa, University of Southern California, University of Toronto,

tol, Western University, Wilfrid Laurier University, York University

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in

a co-ed, non-denominational environment located
on 100 beautiful acres in King.

13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario L7B 1K5
T: 905 833 1972

L earn more at www.cds.on.ca
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BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Get ready to don your red and white
as Canada’s Birthday Town prepares for
a three-day Canada Day celebration.

The Town’s traditional Dance in the
Park, Canada Day Parade, day-long
activities at Lambert Willson Park, and,
of course, the grand finale fireworks
show are all back in full force for the
first time since the start of the global
pandemic.

The festivities will kick oft Thursday;,
June 30, with a Dance in the Park,
hosted by the Town in partnership with
the Rotary Club of Aurora.

Dance in the Park will run from 7 —
11 p.m., and feature two concerts — the
first by Bernadette Connors at 7 p.m.,
followed by Glenn Marais and the Mojo
Train at 9 p.m.

“One magical reason why everyone
should try this is for those who do the
annual Summer Concerts in the Park,
they are always from 7 — 9 p.m., but
this 1s from 7 — 11 p.m. so you get
two fantastic concerts back-to-back,”
says Shelley Ware, Special Events
Coordinator for the Town of Aurora,
who notes that in addition to the music,
food trucks will be in Town Park, the
Aurora Armoury will open their patio
with a special menu, while Rotary will
operate a beer garden.

The fun will continue the following
morning, Canada Day itself, with the
traditional Canada Day Parade.

This year, however, there will be a
change of direction with the parade

Glenn Marais, left, is pictured performing in Machell’s Alley on Thusday evening as part of the Downtown Aurora BIA's Summer Fun concert series (see Page
12). Marais will help kick off the Town’s Canada Day celebrations on Thursday, June 30, at Dance in the Park.

beginning at Yonge Street and Murray
Drive before travelling north to its end
at Aurora Heights Drive.

“We have marching bands, the
Governor General’s Gorse Guards, the
Legion Colour Party and many cultural
performers such as the Brazilian
‘Hips Don’t Lie’ trip, an Italian trio
called “Toronetol’ as well as Mexican
performers and Chinese dancers,”
says Ms. Ware, adding the parade will
feature a number of community groups
and organizations with their floats.

Marching bands and live performers
in the parade are set to include the
White Heather Pipes and Drums, the
Barrie Pipes and Drums, the Uxbridge
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Legion Pipes and Drums and, acting as
the “caboose” of the parade, the York
Lions Steel Drum Band.

Following ~ the  parade, the
celebrations shift to Lambert Willson
Park, just behind the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex on Industrial Parkway
North, where festivities from concerts
to an interactive virtual trip around
the country, will run from 11 a.m. to
10 p.m., just in time for the spectacular
fireworks show.

“From 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., the main
concentration is the stage as well as a
plethora of family activities with our
signature concept being our passports
where families can travel around
Canada, experiencing hands-on
interactive activities reflective of each
province and territory,” says Ms. Ware.
“We’re very proud of this concept
because it is very unique in terms of
how other celebrate
Canada Day. When you wvisit Yukon,
you get to try your hand at panning for
real gold and new this year when you
travel to the Northwest Territories, we
have a mobile planetarium and you’re
able to go inside this dome, learn,
and experience all about the Aurora
Borealis with real footage experience
from up in the Northwest Territories.
The experiences just keep going from
there, reflective of each province or
territory.

“In addition to those fun activities,
we do also have the tried-and-true fun
things such as inflatables, mini-golf,
mock ice fishing. We have Hands-On
Exotics stepping up with a Jurassic
World theme. There’s a lot happening
and we have spaced it all out so
everything will be really spaced out well
to ensure comfort of all attendees and

communities

we even have a community zone where
we have local community organizations

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

which will be setting up.”

Displays in the park will include a
Birds of Prey show by the Canadian
Raptor  Conservatory,  Sensational
Snakes and more.

Stage activities will begin around
11 am. with a Canadian Citizenship
reaffirmation ceremony, classic rock
tunes from the Durham Street Band,
performances by the four cultural
groups featured in the parade, and
much more.

Following a patio performance from
Tangent at the nearby Royal Canadian
Legion, music will continue at the
Lambert Willson Park stage at 6.15
p-m. with the Pheromones, followed by
headliner Shania Twin, the premiere
Canadian tribute to Shania Twain at
8.15, who will perform until the start of
the fireworks around 10 p.m.

All the while, the Town will offer free
drop-in skating, swimming and gym
time at the Leisure Complex.

Closing out the three-day celebration
will be a partnership between the Town
and the Aurora Farmers’ Market.

“On Saturday, July 2, we’ve teamed
up with the Aurora Farmers’ Market,
and with Canada turning 154-years-
old, for those who get festive in their
gear, whether it is a festive Canadian
hat, colour coordinating their outfit, the
first 154 attendees of the market can
earn themselves a treat,” says Ms. Ware.

“There’s sheer patriotic excitement,”
she adds of being able to offer the full
slate of Canada Day activities for the
first time since 2019. “It has to be seen
as a special celebration. Although there
1s fun with inflatables and all those
things, it is a day to really reflect, take
stock, and just be proud and amazed
as to how fortunate we are either to be
Canadians and/or to also just reside on
Canadian soil.”
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Wellington’s Wellness Team takes health

movement outdoors

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The global pandemic has had an impact
on everyone’s wellbeing, including physical
and mental health. Now that they’re
able to interact face to face once again,
the Wellness Team at Wellington Public
School has mobilized their community to
get back on track — and outdoors.

On Wednesday, the school’s Wellness
Team, alongside the Grade 4 class of
teacher Amanda Bonura, were at Elizabeth
Hader Park on Timpson Drive to put their
principles in action.

“Our Wellness Team has been
incorporating many different initiatives
this year, especially with COVID, just
really focusing on student mental health
and boosting morale around the school,”
Ms. Bonura explained. “On Friday, we
had a school-wide wellness day and after
three years of not doing anything with
the entire school all together, it was a nice,
fresh revisit to the school dynamic in terms
of working together; connecting with
friends, connecting with nature, and all
of the rotations really focused on student
wellbeing, and getting mentally and
physically active.”

One of the stations was making
pinecone bird feeders using a few simple
ingredients and, just a few days after the
Wellness event, the team and the class were
at the park, which the school “adopted” in
2018, to place the feeders on trees they
planted the spring before the pandemic hat.

“Our student leaders used pinecones
and birdseed and it was nice for them

W

to work with their peers in a stress-free (Top) Viola Munits, Nargol Azimi, Mr. Jonathan Weisinger (Principal), Saba Nourbakhsh, Sarvin Garoosi, Mrs. Amanda Bonura (Well Being Lead Teacher), Al
environment,” said Ms. Bonura. “We had Wang, Stella Shen, Lucy Evedzi, and Diana Di. (Above) Jonathan Dorrepaal, Sarvin Garoosi, Viola Munits, Amir Al-Soultani, Nargol Azimi, Ali Wang. (INSET)
Mrs. Bonura’s Grade 4 class. Auroran photos by Brock Weir

some calming music playing and students
were really able to connect with each other
and with nature.”

“Spending time in nature helps your
wellness a lot,” said student leader Nargol
Azimi. “Taking time away from screens
and giving time for yourself, your own
thoughts, your own ideas, and really just
reconnecting with yourself.”

Added fellow leader Stella Shel: “It’s
also appreciating the world we’re in and
[the fact that] not everything is about
school and video games. It can really help
you reflect.”

Over the last two-and-a-half years, this
time for reflection has been very important
for students.

The teacher says she has “definitely
seen some negatives” in terms of the social
impacts of COVID amongst students.

“They haven’t been able to play with
their peers at recess because we’ve been
cohorted and they haven’t had those same
opportunities to connect with their peers
the way they would have in the past with
social distancing, not having groups, and
doing more independent work. Now, as
we’re starting to open up and we’re allowed
to now get together and connect with one
another, Wellness Day was a huge kick-off
to that, to have the entire school together
rotating through.

“It wasn’t a huge group, but they were
still able to connect with peers they wouldn’t
typically see and just build on those
friendships and those social relationships,
which is a huge, huge aspect in supporting
mental health.”

Wednesday’s visit to Elizabeth Hader
Park wasn’t just the culmination of their
Wellness Day activities as the school year
draws to a close, but it was also a chance
to renew their school’s commitment to the
green space.

They’re regularly on site to help clean
up litter and to keep an eye out for any acts
of vandalism, reporting things to who they
should be reported to when needed.

“This has been a multi-year plan
and commitment to Elizabeth Hader
Park, which is why I thought it would be
such a nice tie-in to revisit the trees we
planted years ago, see how they’re doing,
see how we can continue to preserve the
environment, not just for ourselves but for
the animals and habitat around us,” she
said. “With our bird feeders, we’re giving
ourselves more opportunities to connect
with nature, being mindful, intentional,
and I think it was really important to have
students create something for students to
make it even more meaningful.”
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Town and York University announce further
collaborations for community

BY BROCKWEIR
EDITOR

LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

York University has expanded its
outreach to Aurora through its Scholar’s
Hub, a successful series of wvirtual
programs hosted in conjunction with
the Aurora Public Library — but this
could be just the tip of the iceberg when
it comes to the university’s presence in
the community.

On Monday, the Town and York
University signed a Memorandum
of Understanding to foster mutually-
beneficial initiatives in the community.

Signed by Mayor Tom Mrakas
and York University President & Vice
Chancellor Rhonda L. Lenton in the
Skylight Gallery at Town Hall, Mayor
Mrakas says the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) will look at
“further enhancement of community
technology, professional development
opportunities for Council and staff]
learning and employment options, such
as experiential education, and learning
opportunities in key areas of urban
planning and legal services.”

“We have had a long-standing
relationship with York University,”
says Mayor Mrakas. “We have worked
together on many things [such as] the
scholar hub with the Library and we
have always looked at how we can

York University President & Vice Chancellor Rhonda L. Lenton and Mayor Tom Mrakas signed the Memorandum of Understanding between the Town and

the University in the Skylight Gallery at Town Hall on Monday afternoon.

improve and enhance the Aurora
Community. The MOU formalizes our
relationship with York University and
how it can partner and work with things
in the future.

“Ultimately this is a great opportunity
for the Town as well as for York
University. I think that is something
that will help us continue to develop
strategic goals to enhance the life of our
residents, our employees, students of
York University. Ultimately it is going to
serve as a model for other communities

Downtown ‘;\:.:'5';‘
Aurora ™

Better Together |

Business Improvement Association

Enjoy the sounds and delights of
Downtown Aurora this summer!
Great food, great shopping and

Live Music Thursdays in
Machell's Alley!

to follow. There are lots of exciting
possibilities through the partnership and
we’re going to be part of many things
to come as far as that partnership with
York University. I think we’re excited,
I know York University is excited and
I think ultimately the community will
be excited with a lot of outcomes that
develop through this partnership.”
Future opportunities could include
“places where people can gather and
learn, and opportunities in urban

planning.”

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

“There are opportunities where
possible you have internships and also
where we work with students that are
coming in and develop new types of
plans, more geared towards pedestrian-
friendly complete communities; those
types of things where we can work
with students where they get to put
forward their expertise but we get to
basically reap the benefits of their
expertise and their learnings and get to
implement them within the Town and
the downtown core as we continue to
revitalize,” says Mayor Mrakas.

“The MOU  strengthens that
partnership and an agreement that
kind of bonds us together. We are
going to have a strong partnership and
we’re going to continue to work on
things to continue to make sure that
partnership benefits the Town and the
university. Ultimately what it does is
help our residents and anyone who is
looking at furthering their education,
possibly. Those are all the things we’re
going to continue to work through as
this partnership continues to grow and
flourish.”

From the perspective of Ms. Lenton,
this MOU 1s an extension of York’s
commitment “to serving the wellbeing
of communities.”

“We have so many bold aspirations for
the university and see what we can do for
students, for communities, but we need
the collaboration,” she said at Monday’s
signing.  “When vyou think about
experiential education and research
collaboration, even space infrastructure,
it 1s all now through partnership. In
many ways this pandemic has really
served to underscore that: the urgent
need for cooperation and collective
action to ensure we have the talent
that is needed, that we’re feeding that
talent pipeline, that we’re undertaking
the research that is needed, driving the
innovation, to really invest and build
the socio-economic sustainability of the
global communities we serve.

“At York and Aurora, we share the
common goals of mobilizing new
knowledge, innovation and learning
experiences. The MOU we’re signing
today will help York University and
the Town of Aurora explore more
opportunities for collaboration. For
example, together we can create
opportunities for smart communities,
cities that are equipped with the skills,
tools, expertise to apply digital and data
technology, to optimise and improve how
we live, work and interact with each other.
The MOU will also foster opportunities
in professional development, experiential
education, work-integrated learning
--- all key elements of delivering a 21*
century education and training for the
next generation.”
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Redevelopment plan for Bayview and Vandorf has
residents worried

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

A proposal to redevelop 14 residential
lots near Bayview Avenue and Vandorf
Sideroad into a new community of 145
single-detached homes has left some
residents in Aurora’s southeast quadrant
seeing red.

Several neighbours came together in
Council Chambers last week to speak
out against the proposal at Council’s
June Public Planning meeting.

Up for consideration was a plan to
redevelop 5 — 70 Archerhill Court, and
replace the homes and street that are
on-site with 145 detached homes, a new
ring road, and open spaces.

Previously, as noted in the report
before Council, residents have spoken
out against the number of proposed
homes, the increased traffic this might
bring to the surrounding community,
the preservation of existing trees, noise
pollution, and the development’s overall
impact on the environment.

The June 14 meeting was no
exception with neighbours reiterating
these concerns in person to their elected
officials.

One of the residents speaking
out against the proposal was former
mayor Tim Jones who said not only
was the density too high, but that the
developments on the other three corners
of the intersection should be given the
same consideration as Aurora’s so-called
Stable Neighbourhoods.

“It’s a rack’em pack ‘em proposal
that just doesn’t fit in with the
neighbourhood,” said Mr. Jones. “With
respect to the homes to the north, the
developers’ report states redevelopment
represents a minor or modest increase
within the area that has similar densities
and built form. I suggest that [this] is
not minor, nor is it modest. 145 homes is
not a minor intensification on this site or
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in comparison to the four corners. The
whole site has just a few houses less than
all the three corners combined. The
developer indicates this development
contains an adequate provision of full
range of housing, including affordable
housing. What’s affordable? $1 million
is not affordable. Show me a house that
1s not going to go there for less than §1
million.”

Another resident voiced concerns
over the traffic flow; including “one to
two years of major disruption, noise,
and inconvenience,” questioning how
existing residents will be compensated.

“This 1s like trying to squeeze a quart
into a pint pot,” added resident John
Green. “With 145 houses, we’ll say a
family usually has two cars, maybe three.
Where are they all going to park? On
the street” On the driveway? It is going
to be a parking lot that’s the view. As
has been said by many people, trying to
exit or enter that subdivision, especially
through one entrance, is going to be
absolute chaos and is just an accident
waiting to happen.”

Stll ~ others  questioned  the
environmental impacts this development
would have, including on water quality,
ecology, and the Oak Ridges Moraine,
which one delegate described as
previously being seen as “the holy of
holies.”

“I really do think we need to have
a hard look at some of the things they
have suggested: the traffic, the density,
the natural trees, and come to a solution
that is going to continue to make this
such a wonderful place to live and that
is a compromise, not just something
that is imposed on the residents and
the community at large,” said another
resident.

While some delegates said they felt
the proposal was a “done deal,” Mayor
Tom Mrakas told residents that all public
feedback 1s appreciated at Planning
meetings.
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“It’s not a done deal until this Council
says 1t 13 a done deal,” he said. “We
look at what is appropriate for our
community and those are the decisions
we make to ensure that whatever gets
done is appropriate and it is what the
community wants and what we deserve
to have in our communities.”

Councillor  Michael Thompson
agreed, adding “the residents have done
a great job in voicing their concerns”
and he echoed them as well. Citing
the redevelopment of the former
Timberlane tennis club into a residential
community, Councillor Thompson said
it started with “general opposition” but
the applicant worked with “a lot of the
residents in the area...and in the end
came up with a proposal that most, not
all, but most supported.”

“I have always viewed that as a bit of
a success story and I urge the applicant
to sit down with the residents in the
area to try and come to a compromise
whereby they can be supportive of your
application and we have a win-win
situation.”

Stronger  criticism  came  from
Councillor Wendy Gartner who said,
when put simply, the development
proposal just was not compatible with
the surrounding area.

“It’s no wonder the residents are upset
and theyre upset for many reasons,”
she said. “All the questions need to be
answered, including the one about
water. I find it so hard to believe this is
actually before us. This is so outside of
what we planned. This is giving us a lot
of unnecessary trouble and frustration.”

Councillor John Gallo went one
step further and questioned, given the
timing of this year’s municipal election,
whether the applicants will take their
proposal to the Ontario Land Tribunal
(OLT) for appeal.

“It 1s my understanding we will
continue to work with residents,” said
Angela Sciberras on behalf of the

B -

applicant. The community information
meeting, which was hosted by Treasure
Hill was not required, so that was
something that the owners had initiated
for that specific reason to hear their
comments. Without having spoken
to my client, I would believe that they
would like to continue working with
residents.

“It 1s disappointing, obviously, that
we would have to wait until 2023 but we
certainly understand the circumstances
with the elections.”

“I think we can all agree everyone who
spoke [tonight was looking] for a middle
ground,” replied Councillor Gallo.

The application will be subject
to another report at a future Public
Planning meeting;
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It was a wonderful weekend in Aurora.

The Aurora-King Baseball
Association hosted a splendid 16-team
tournament that featured some of the
very best 9U teams from across the
province.

All 34 games, which took place at
Town Park and the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex, were taken care of
by a wonderful food truck thanks to the
Aurora Optimist Cluband Sport Aurora’s
Concierge Service, who contributed to
ensuring the guest experience was more
than satisfactory.

In a statement, Sport Aurora thanked
all visiting teams, the Optimist Club,
volunteers and expertise from St
Andrew’s College for all of their efforts
and support.

The tournament, which ran from
Friday all the way to Sunday, saw the La
Salle Titans defeat the Royal York Select
Cardinals in a pulsating 11-10 victory.

“This was a highly competitive
tournament, as the close scores all
weekend demonstrated,” said AKBA
tournament director and 9U coach, Joel
Malley in the release.

It is why this tournament is so valued
across Ontario.

This kind of early competition is

The La Salle Titans celebrated their Father’s Day tournament victory in Aurora this past weekend.
Contributed photo

AKBA held successful 9U
Father’s Day tournament

By Robert Belardi

important to teams looking to build team
cohesion and test skills.

In pool D, the AKBA 9U had an
outstanding start to the competition. In
their first game on Iriday, the Aurora-
King Jays won a thrilling game against
their cross-town rival the Newmarket
Hawks 16-13.

On Saturday, in their second round-
robin game, the Jays tied the Mississauga
North Tigers 7-7 before thrashing
the Hamilton Cardinals 28-11 in the
afternoon.

Unfortunately, in the championship
quarter finals in the evening, the Jays fell
19-4 to the Caledon Nationals.

Coach Malley was thrilled with his
team’s performance.

“These players were 1n it all weekend
and whileitwasdisappointing tonotmake
the Finals in our own tournament, they
learned a lot about competition. The
parents were supportive and of course
were proud of the players’ efforts,”
Malley said in the press release.

AKBA and Sport Aurora can’t wait to
host another tournament soon.

The 10U tournament is set to take
place from July 8-10.

Sport Aurora is also working with the
Aurora Diggers to assist them in planning
tournaments as well this summer.

Stay tuned!

- WEBRING MORE "YES" TO YOUR PROJECT

When it comes to tackling any project, having the right tools can make a huge difference.
With more than 14,000 types of equipment available for rent, Sunbelt Rentals is here to
help you Make It Happen. Easily reserve what you need online or by phone. Curbside

pick-up is available. Don’'t know exactly what you need? Let our team help.

800-667-9328 or sunbeltrentals.com

CLASSICS AT KINGSWAY

The Thornhill Cruisers Car Club brought smiles to the faces of Kingsway Place residents on Saturday
as the club filled the seniors’ community parking lot with a rainbow of classic cars. It was a welcome
return to normalcy for Kingsway Place and the resumption of a much-loved tradition.

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Social Planning Council, Public Library shine light on
Housing in new podcast series

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Housing affordability was a hot-button
issue in this spring’s Provincial Election
campaign, but, now that the ballots have
been counted, the Social Planning Council
of York Region and the Aurora Public
Library are teaming up to make sure the
topic stays in the spotlight.

The organizations are now in the midst
of recording a new four-episode season
of the podcast Hidden Stories of York
Region. While previous seasons have
focused on youth and COVID recovery,
this season will look at the ins and outs of
housing across York Region and indeed
the country.

“The perception is York Region is
affluent, that there are no special issues,
no economic strife — it’s all those picture-
perfectideas that people have and we know
thatis not the case for most of the folks that
we work with,” says Yvonne Kelly of the
Social Planning Council of York Region.
“We want to interrupt that narrative — and
not just interrupt it, but also make space
for other stories, other experiences, diverse
voices, and just really giving the fuller
picture of what it is to live, work and play
in York Region, and then inspire people to
want to do more.”

Adds Reccia Mandelcorn, Manager of
Community Collaboration for the Town
of Aurora, “This is to give power to our
community to do more. It is to excite
them about possibilities and ownership of
solutions to problems that we all face. For
me, it was not just a matter of information,
and thatis why Ilove working with Yvonne;
it is not just about information delivery, but

From page 5

experience for Indigenous women, girls
and 2SLGBTQQIA+ people. That is
why the Government of Canada is acting
swiftly to address the legal gap created
by the Supreme Court of Canada’s
(SCC) decisions in Brown and Sullivan
and Chan on the defence of extreme
intoxication.

This past Friday, the Honourable
David Lametti, Minister of Justice and
Attorney General of Canada, supported
by the Honourable Marci Ien, Minister
of Women and Gender Equality and
Youth, introduced proposed amendments
to the Criminal Code to ensure that
individuals who consume drugs and/or
alcohol in a criminally negligent manner
are held criminally responsible if they
harm others while extremely intoxicated.
The legislation promotes public safety
and accountability while upholding
Charter rights. This Bill is currently at
Second Reading.

Canada Day

On July I, 1867, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and the Province of Canada
were proclaimed the Dominion of
Canada. With this proclamation, the
Province of Canada became Quebec
and Ontario, although it would be

MP'S REPORT

it is about the mobilization of community
and that’s a huge, important piece.”

The collaboration between the Aurora
Public Library (APL) and the Social
Planning Council has deep roots, but
this collaboration on the third season of
Hidden Stories of York Region came out
of an APL screening of the film Push,
which sparked a panel discussion on
housing,

“It touched on so many issues in our
community from precarious housing to
food banks, from women staying in abusive
relationships because they had no place
to go, and housing for seniors,” says Ms.
Mandelcorn. “It was just too huge an issue
to be dealt with in one panel discussion.
Collaborating [on the podcast] was a
hard yes [from us| and when we brain-
stormed we realized there were so many
1ssues involved with housing that we would
devote all four episodes of the season to it.
Even at that we were only touching just a
bit on it because it is such an important
conversation.”

From Ms. Mandelcorn’s perspective,
the podcast can serve as a “call to action”
for the community — individuals, groups
and leaders — to do more.

“The whole housing issue affects all of
us,” she says. “It even affects people in the
middle-income stream who can’t afford
to buy a house, it affects people who can’t
afford to rent. It is a homeless issue, it is a
generational issue, it is an aging in place
issue. We could go on and on and have
[more than] four [episodes], except we do
have other jobs!

“For too long, libraries have been
seen as unbiased agents, that we serve
people — but libraries should be agents of
transformative social engagement and we

many years before all provinces and
territories joined Canada — the last being
Newfoundland.

Our road to nationhood was a long
one, and not without its challenges and
tragedies. And although our past with
the people native to this country has
been troubled, our nation is awakening
to the power of a renewed relationship
with Indigenous Peoples.

Canada is the country my parents left
Netherlands for after World War II, and I
am eternally grateful for the opportunity
Canada provided to my family. As we
approach Canada Day; let’s reflect on our
values, our past and our future as a society.
Let’s reconnect with our loved ones and
community, and talk about what this day
means to us. Let’s celebrate the cultural
diversity that enriches us all, and reaffirm
our commitment to equity, inclusion,
and mutual respect. Canada Day is an
opportunity to strengthen the ties that
bind us as we continue along the path to
reconciliation and a better future.

If you are seeking wnformation or require
assistance with Federal programs and services,
please reach out to my team by e-mal at Tony.
VanBynen@parl.ge.ca or by calling 905-953-
7515.

should be working together to better our
communities. At APL, we call ourselves
a community-led library; so I think we’re
well positioned to cross party lines and
work with community groups to tackle the
challenges our community members face,

to identify solutions and actions for change.
For me, this represents libraries at its finest
and [ think this podcast series is one of the
best things I have ever had the opportunity
to collaborate on and I am so proud of the
work.”

905'727.4258
www.tholiver.com

Serving Aurora businesses

for over 20 years

- Financial statement preparation
- Accounting and bookkeeping
- Business and personal tax planning

- Personal tax preparation

- US tax preparation

- Estate planning

Kreston GTA, Chartered Professional Accountants

To set up a free consultation,
please call or email us: info@krestongta.com

krestongta.com | 905.713.1173 | 66 Wellington Street East, Aurora, Onfario

A member of Kreston International | A global network of independent accounting firms

- Corporate year end taxes

4 \KRESTON
"GTA

APARTMENT LIVING
wdl $o pIunlhe fliore

AMENITIES AND SERVICES THAT GO
FAR BEYOND JUST AN APARTMENT

DELMANOR

Aurora
Inspired Retirement Living™

25 BUTTERNUT RIDGE TRAIL
AURORA
905-503-9505
DelmanorAurora.com
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REAL CANADIAN
SUPERSTORE

SHOP NOW

when you spend

FAVORISPUEEQ
$250 or more aaqmoumre; F, wnrr
in-store or through | ' ok

PC Express” online pick up = S LIS SaR oLl

*Spend §250 or mers in-sfore or trough PC Bxpress™ enfine pick up before applicable taxes in a single transaction at any Real Canadian Superstore location and receive a free Kraft BBQ Favourites, 7 pack. Excludes purchase of tobaces, akahol products, prescriptions, gaft cards, phone cards, luttery tickets,
joefresh.com, all third party aperations (post office, gas bars, dry cleaners, etc.) and any other products which are provincially regulated The retal value mwmmmm&m&mdmdwmmmmnmmwmmmmwmm
acoount. Mo cash mﬂam Coupaen must be pmur!adiﬁilacmwaimufpmfm Valic from Thursday, June 23 unil closing Wednesday, June 29th, mmmmmwwmwwﬂwmm N substitutions, refunds or exchanges on free item, 21470730 EA

Jnmw-u HJ—Q:

PC®, Blue Menu®,
Thick & Juicy”
or Free From®

burgers
| sglected varieties, frozen

512g-1.36 kg
20941230_EA

P_R'.i"i?_lfl_'s_"'fn_l_ B
COTEoEBEUF

ERAIS BT JuTEux —

B —

‘Fophmum
MEMBER PRICE

non-member price

whole seedless

watermelon

product of Mexicoor U.S.A.,
no. | grade

11Ib average
20067326001_EA

LIMIT4

Ben & Jerry’s ice cream,

non dairy 473 mier

Magnum novelties 3/4's 24
salectad variatias, frozen

21427872_EA/21428403_EA over limit pay 6.29 ea over limit pay 6.99 ea

Tropicanaor
Simply juice or
drinks or
Gold Peak or
Pure Leaf
iced tea
bone-in
skinless
chicken

breast
frash
20790468_KG

Troplcana
= L i

; - Tilda

,Ida basmati
PURE BASMATI i

' . BASMATI PUR

Coca-Cola or Canada Dry 99
soft drlnks 24x355mlo
Nestlé Pure Life water
: ea 24x500 mL :
: : over limlt pay 10.49 ea 20060696.C24 1imit pay ; over limit pay 17.99 ea

D’Italiano bread
67550 rolls 487
selected varieti

LIMIT 2

Pampers Swaddlers

ultra value pack diapers
selected varieties, size 3-6

or less than Z pay 2.99 ea over limit pay 21.99 ea 21455889 EA

Prices effective Thursday, June 23rd to Wednesday, June 2%th, 2022

15900 Bayview Avenue Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7Y3 905-726-9532
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PICKERING COLLEGE

Congratulations to our 2022 Graduates

Kindergarten Graduates

B. Akbar S. Gao G. Hunt I. Matrosov C. Matthews S. Sinclair

Grade 8 Graduates

W. Cao-Feng

J. Jarrah

S. Walker W. Wang B. Xie

Grade 12 Graduates - Class of 2022

— 6 - — A —= -

S

B. Ahmed D. Aniskin S. Bailey Savoy E. Cameron K. Carnegie

06

A. Gal A. Graham

Y,

B. Joanisse E. Johnston H. Keiyama T. Konewka

o

A. Lucchese J.V. Manke L. McCaffery E. Mielke

S. Lee

M. Morra K. Nguyen S. Nguyen G. Saarimaki P, Serebrisky Fierro J. Shao L. Sharpe

I. Tan M. Tcherniak E. Tomkinson R. Tomlinson M. Veerbeek T. Veerbeek J. Walker

R. Xuan K Yu T. Yue E. Zhang H. Zhang T. Zhang Y. Zhang

Celebrate success with us!

It is our greatest source of pride and pleasure to witness the growth of our students
and to celebrate the contribution that each makes to our world.

So what sets a PC education apart? It’s belonging to a warm and welcoming school community that supports
our students every step of the way through their academic journey. Our students learn from passionate teachers,
in small class groups, and receive the individualized support that they need to succeed. By the time they graduate,
our students are ready to take the next step, as innovative, courageous and

compassionate global citizens who take action, true to Quaker values. BT

PICKERING COLLEGE

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket | www.pickeringcollege.on.ca * (905) 895-1700
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Top marks
to the
Pickering
College
Community:

Kindness
Resilience
Creativity

Thank you to Pickering College’s students,
teachers, staff and parents for their kindness,
resilience, creativity and contributions to
learning and life at Pickering College this year.
We appreciate everything you do to make
Pickering College a warm and welcoming
school community and a very special place.

PICKERING COLLEGE

Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
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Your friendly local flooring experts
N Floors Direct | NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.

, NORTH Unit 1, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7B3

T: 905-235-4400 | F:905-235-4411
Inquiries@floorsDirectnorth.ca

‘CMCA
AUDITED

SAC breaks school record for most participants in CFC prospect game

By Robert Belardi

It’'s never a bad time to rewrite the
history books.

For the first time since its inception, St.
Andrew’s College saw four members of
their football team appear in the second
edition of the Canada Football Chat
Prospect Game on May 27.

“In 2019, we had one, but, what was
quite an accomplishment was these kids
were represented right across the country
right,” said head coach of the St. Andrew’s
senior football team Marcello Lio.

“There were 70 boys chosen... So,
you would imagine with all of the high
schools across the country, you’re lucky
to have one. We had four representing St.
Andrew’s. Out of all the high schools in
the country, there was only one other high
school that had more than four.”

The event, which was held at TD Place
in Ottawa, was recorded and aired to all
Canadians thanks to TSN.

In its first year in 2019, 13 players went
on to sign NCAA scholarships.

All four participants from St. Andrew’s
College were exceptional in this game.

Here they are:

Nathan Pahanich

Hometown: Guelph, ON

6°5/ 2551bs

Age: 16

Offensive Tackle

Soccer was actually Nathan Pahanich’s
first love. But between the ages of nine and
10, he enrolled in football and immediately
slotted in as an offensive lineman.

With the Cambridge Lions, he quickly
realized that he was the better player on
the field. He began taking training more
seriously. He needed to go somewhere
that would maximize his potential and
that’s when he found SAC.

Through the Saints’ excellent football
program came the opportunity of a
lifetime. When Pahanich received the
email he would be participating in the
CFC Prospect Game, he said the feeling
was surreal.

“It was pretty surreal, seeing myself on
TSN. That’s where you see your heroes
watching the CFL and stuff. It’s crazy I
had the opportunity,” Pahanich said.

“You really only had two days of
practice to go through everything. The
mental challenge was the biggest thing
Everyone there can play football, we knew
that. But it was adjusting to schemes, to
coaching styles, and knowing what they
expected of us and wanted from us. Then
going through it and playing on TV.”

Pahanich was named the best offensive
lineman throughout the game.

It was a moment he won't forget.

Whether it’s a Canadian or American
school, Pahanich wants to go to the school
that will also provide him a high-level
education.

Last week, Pahanich received his first
Div. 1 FCS full scholarship offer from
the University of Carnate Word in San
Antonio, TX.

Ioanni Micholas

Hometown: Halifax, NS

6°2/3051bs

Age: 15

Offensive Guard

Football has been a part of Ioanni
Micholas’ life. He began playing the sport
in the second grade while living in Halifax,
NS.

As he continued to play over the years,
he received a message on Twitter from
Marcello Lio.

Micholas was always curious about
enrolling in a prep football team. When he
learned more about SAC, he didn’t need
to visit Aurora. He immediately said yes.

It has been a tough transition for
Micholas. Without his family, he said there
were a lot of learning curves since arriving
two years ago.

“I had never even been to a sleepover
before, so it was my first, five-month
sleepover,” Micholas said.

He arrived as a defensive tackle, but
transitioned into a guard during his time
at SAC. So, when he received the message
he had made it to the CFC Prospect Game
at such a young age, it was an incredible
feeling.

“I saw the email and I just called my
dad. I was so happy. I was at a friend’s
house for the long weekend. I was ecstatic,
I couldn’t wait,” Micholas said.

And after taking part in the game,
Micholas compared the experience to the
Pro Bowl.

“It’s what I would imagine, what the
Pro Bowl is like. You have all of these great
players trying to showcase themselves... I
think the environment was also cool. I got
to know the people on the other team and
my team,” Micholas said.

Micholas, much like Pahanich, wants
football to take him to a good school. He
plans on going into medical school and he
needs a good biology program.

Ashton Watson

Hometown: Newmarket, ON

617165 lIbs.

Age: 17

Running Back/Wide Receiver

Ashton’s Watson’s father used to play
for the Toronto Argonauts farm team. He
comes from quite the football family, with
his older brother currently playing for
Wilfrid Laurier University.

Instilled into his blood from a young age,
Watson has been playing football when
he was six years old with the Newmarket
Bucks. Then he began playing with coach
Lio, for the Metro Toronto Wildcats and
then transferred over to the Durham
Dolphins.

In 2019, Watson stopped playing
summer football and made the move to
St. Andrew’s College.

Formally known as a running back,
Watson switched over to wide receiver
this past year. He feels with his weight, he
would make a better wideout and feels this
move will give him the best chance to go
pro.

When Watson first got to Ottawa

loanni Micholas (far left), Ashton Watson (left-middle), Anthony Lio (middle-right) and Nathan Pahanich

(far-right) pictured here ahead of the CFC Prospect Game in late-May.

and stepped out on to the field, he had
immediately felt like he was part of the
CFL.

“It was a great atmosphere to be in.
I felt like I was in the CFL for a second.
Playing in a stadium like that with great
competition it gave me the chills for sure. I
went into game mode right went I stepped
foot. I was in the zone,” Watson said.

“It was a great feeling and I hope to feel
that feeling once again.”

In the game, Watson scored a
touchdown but, unfortunately, fractured
the bottom of his foot in the middle of
a punt return. He is now recovering at
home.

Watson i3 currently planning on
graduating at SAC. He is not sure what
he is going to do next, but he said, he will
figure it out soon.

Anthony Lio

Hometown: Aurora, ON

5°10/1901bs.

Age:

Quarterback

Anthony Lio has always been the all-
round athlete. He played soccer growing
up and even basketball at St. Andrew’s. But
when he began playing football between
the ages of six and seven, he loved it from
the get-go and immediately began playing
quarterback.

His father, a former quarterback
himself, taught Lio everything he had

Contributed photo

needed to know about the position. When
his father got the job at SAC in 2019, Lio
applied and was accepted in the same year.

Fast-forwarding to Grade 11, Lio made
the move to head down south to play
football at Woodberry Forest School, in
Madison, VA.

“One of the biggest things I learned
down there is staying in the pocket and
keeping pocket presence in when pressure
arises,” Lio said.

When he received the email to
participate in the CFC Prospect Game,
Lio was grateful for the opportunity and
he was happy all of his preparation and
work had paid off.

Lio went into the Prospect Game
and threw two touchdown passes along
with one rushing touchdown in just two
quarters of play.

“Even during the game after I came off
after the first quarter and I came in the
third, I was having a lot of fun here,” Lio
said.

“T kept riding it off' of my successes.
The offensive coordinator I had was very
good. He was very good at putting me
in a position to make a play and have a
good opportunity. It was Tom Flaxman,
the offensive coordinator at Queens,” Lio
said.

Lio currently has offers from the
University of Waterloo and Queen’s
University.

Need Windshield

Chip Repair or Replacement?
Visit:
www.auroratransitautogIass.com
11 Allaura Blvd #10 Aurora On L4G 3N2

905-713-6420 1-888-128-4118

INDUSTRIAL PKWY V4

YONGE ST.

BLOOMINGTON RD.

CHREYSLER
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Caring For Our Community newroads.ca
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HUNDREDS CELEBRATE PRIDE IN YORK REGION

Plumbing Service

EST. 1972

o RESIDENTIAL © COMMERCIAL © INDUSTRIAL
905-727-3210

www.bhobsplumbing.ca
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Tiles Outside?

Main Street Newmarket was awash in rainbows on Saturday as York Pride
hosted its first in-person Pride Parade since the start of the global pandemic.
Among the participating residents were Jack and Rebecca; Charlotte, Jess
and Erin; Dan and his son; drag queens; and even free mom hugs!

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

125 Mary St. Aurora
905-841-2333
TilemasterCanada.com
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ELECTED OFFICIALS GET INTO THE PRIDE SPIRIT

Pride Parade. (Top) Premier Doug Ford stopped for photos at the
« end of the parade route. Mayor Tom Mrakas represented the Town
{ alongside Councillors Wendy Gaertner, Rachel Gilliland, and former
councillor Allison Collins-Mrakas among others. (Second Row)
Newly-minted Newmarket-Aurora MPP Dawn Gallagher Murphy.
Newmarket-Aurora MP Tony Van Bynen with community-builder
' Jackie Playter. Denis Heng, who served as the Newmarket-Aurora
candidate for the Ontario NDP in the recent Provincial Election.
(Third Row) The Every Child Matters Flag was unfurled. Colourful
floats kept the crowds entertained. (Fourth Row) Southlake Regional
Health Centre was well-represented.

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Driven by
- he Detail

Helping vehicle owners maintain a clean
ride and prolong the life of their vehicle.

Mobile Car Detailing

Dynamic Detailing is an auto detailing service, created
with the mission of helping vehicle owners maintain a clean
ride, and prolong the life of their vehicle!

Contact Us

ﬁ FaceBook: @dynamic1detailing Instagram: @dynamic.detailing11 dEtaili“g
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Diyaeddine Abzi’s attacking creativity, playmaking
vision, a massive loss for York United

By Robert Belardi

York United FC announced the
departure of Diyaeddine Abzi last week,
as the 23-year-old fullback is set to join
Pau FC in Ligue 2 in France.

The Moroccan-born player, who
grew up in Montreal, has been one of
the York United’s most coveted stars.

His dominant left-boot has doled out
tantalizing dribbling skills, creative vision
and majestic set-piece opportunities.

Since the announcement, it was
agreed Abzi would take on Pacific FC
over the weekend and just Wednesday,
against the Vancouver Whitecaps for
the Canadian Championship.

‘Abzi has shown what this league 1s all
about. A youngplayer was presented with

H YORK |

| HEATING, F'LUMBING &
| ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

We sell
all types of
Filters
Humidifiers
Air Cleaners
& Water Pumps

Tel: 905-727-6401

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca

Aurora, Onfario
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Max Ferrari with the ball in possession as York United drew Pacific FC 0-0 over the weekend.

a platform and handed an opportunity
that he’s harnessed and really made
his own. Now we see him move to an
illustrious football nation and into one
of the most scouted leagues in world
football. That was crucial to us because
in addition to the transfer fee, we also
have a significant sell-on clause should
he move on from Pau in the future,” said
York United FC’s president, CEO and
GM, Angus McNab in a statement.

When watching York United, it is
incredibly difficult to miss #20 grace
the left-hand side of the pitch and it was
evident in this weekend’s match against
a tough Pacific FC side.

Defensive structure was the name of
the game in this match as York United
FC and Pacific FC reached a 0-0
stalemate at the end of 90 minutes.

But if it was anyone that would have
been the eventual reason for breaking
the deadlock it would have been Abzi.
Not once, but twice.

In the 52" minute, Abzi pushed up

the pitch and received a pass from Isaiah
Johnston. From the left-hand side of the
18-yard box, Abzi whipped a low ball
across the face of goal that managed to
squeak through everyone and found an
open Max Ferrari in front of goal. To
everyone’s surprise, Ferrari mishandled
the pass and punched the ball over the
net.

Just four minutes later; Abzi pushed up
once again and received a pass from
Mateo Hernandez. Abzi shouldered
off a back-tracking Marco Bustos and
cleared a sliding challenge from Amer
Didic to break free on goal.

Abzi ended up missing the target
completely.

He continued to push and a long
ball from Jordan Wilson broke Abzi
free on the left side. One-on-one
against Olakunle Dada-Luke, Abzi’s
sweet stepovers turned the fullback
right around before throwing the ball
on goal at Callum Irving and almost
into the back of the net.

David Chant Photography

“Yeah, I've had good conversations
with Abzi. He’s just got to go and
work hard. I think he’s got all the tools
it takes to succeed at the next level.
He’s got to keep an open mind, look
to learn as much as he can and keep
putting the work in,” said head coach
Martin Nash following the
against Pacific FC. He’s a tremendous
athlete, tremendous technical player.
He’s got a ton of upside. I hope and
expect we won’t see him in the CPL
for some time.”

In another scoreless outing for
York United, both Isaiah Johnston
and Nash alluded to the fact that
the goals will come eventually. All it
might take 1s one, to simply open up
the floodgates.

The Nine Stripes took on the
Vancouver Whitecaps last night on
the road.

The boys will come home to take on
Valour FC this Sunday at York Lions
Stadium. Kick-off is at 12.00 p.m.

draw

Needed: like-new or gently
used clothing for women,
children and men.

Schedule your clothing donation

drop-off through our welbsite:

https:/[abusehurts.ca/calendar

i

¢ . significantly reduce the incidence
; and impact of abuse through
education and public
awareness.

Abuse Hurts is a charitable
organization that has served
Canadians since 1993.

The Centre’s mandate is to

Delivering Hope is their
flagship program which
distributes clothing, house
wares and personal care
items. These are

provided to survivors
through muiltiple
agencies.

e
- abuse
L hurts



The garden in your backyard, your
balcony, your kitchen window is a
place to gather your thoughts and feel
replenished at the same time. The healing
aspects of having an outdoor sanctuary
1s a beautiful retreat especially when you
need a respite.

Mrs.  Frances Hodgson Burnett
published The Secret Garden in 1911
all because of the love of a garden. It is
the story of redemption of two miserable
children who are nurtured by Mother
Nature. As the children bring back to life
an abandoned and overgrown garden
hidden behind stone walls, its revival
becomes an inspiring metaphor for their
own restoration.

As you sit in the warm sun in your own
little secret garden, it’s a perfect time to
weed out any anger and frustrations and
what has happened in the past or even
what is to come. Don'’t let this stifle you
and keep you back from doing something
you want to do. Allow your hands to get
dirty and let the earth fill your senses.

To those who don’t have a secret
garden but would have welcomed one,
then make a visit to your local nursery

or grocery  store.
While there, pick up
a plant or two or even
flowers that give you
pleasure of just seeing
blossoms blooming in
your dwelling place.

Semor Scape

vacuum to eliminate
undesirable odors. We
become accustomed
to the smell of our
pets, but it can be
overpowering to
unsuspecting visitors.

Living with flowers Christina Doyle A fragrant home 1s
o o e, St
pleasure. ) keep one still, Y
notice that during the home smell heavenly

secret spot where

winter, it is a costly
vice to bring fresh
roses home from
the supermarket but
allowing yourself to
bring those beautiful petals home now
is such an inspiration and awakening to
the soul. Just simply looking at flowers
helps all of us feel better. The perfection
of each little petal and stem blooming so
simply brings splendor to our soul.
While the weather is co-operating,
please don’t be afraid to open a window
and allow the fresh air to circulate. Do
this especially after a spring or summer
shower. If you have animals, use baking
soda carpet freshener every time you

Food Pantry seeing shifting dynamic
as affordability crisis continues

FROM PAGE 1

pantry before and are feeling really badly
that they’re needing to turn to a food
pantry now. We remind them that that
is why we’re here; we want to be able to
help, but they are people who just didn’t
anticipate having this as part of their life
experience.”

What the Aurora Food Pantry has been
trying to do is “normalize the shopping
experience” for these clients — “as much
as it can be normal when youre having
to make an appointment going grocery
shopping,” Stuart notes — including
encouraging clients to take what they need,
choose items that are most important to
them, and, in some cases, pick out the foods
that are most familiar with them from their
country of origin.

“We're trying to help them through
that resistance, that very understandable
resistance to having to turn to others for
help,” says Ms. Stuart. “It i1s humbling for
us as volunteers to see the range of people
who are coming. There are lots of single-
parent families, lots of singles, people who
are needing on a more consistent basis
food hampers delivered to their homes.”

But as much as demand increases, it is
increasing now at a time when community
support for food banks tends to dip.

Donations typically ebb during the
summer months because residents who
are In a position to give are often away
or are less engaged, and this extends to
a lack of schools and community groups
holding food drives over July and August.
As such, local food banks like the Aurora
Food Pantry have joined forces for the Give

Where You Live campaign.

The Give Where You Live initiative
includes the food banks of Aurora,
Newmarket,  Georgina, = Markham,

Richmond Hill and Vaughan, and
encourages local residents, businesses,
schools, churches and community groups
to donate urgently-needed food items to

their closest food bank.

“The timing for a collective food drive
across multiple communities is opportune
as we approach our slower summer
months,” said Adrian Bain, Executive
Director of the Newmarket Food Pantry;
in a statement. “With rising food and gas
prices, combined with a housing crisis,
more and more of our neighbours are
turning to food banks. This joint venture
among the local community food banks
will help shine the spotlight on food
insecurity, raise awareness, and bring
in much-needed food and monetary
donations for those who need a little bit of
extra help right now.”

Added Lee Reynolds, General Manager
for the Richmond Hill Community Food
Bank: “We have seen a significant increase
in food bank use in Richmond Hill these
past few months. We served 1,828 clients
in the month of May alone, which is a 10
per cent increase over our April numbers.
Simply put, more food is urgently needed
in the coming months to help the growing
number of families in need.”

As far as Aurora is concerned, clients of
the Food Pantry are looking for the same
kinds of things as everyone else, but are
especially appreciative of fresh or frozen
fruits, vegetables and meats.

“They are so expensive,” says Ms.
Stuart. “If we can sort of soften that blow,
that 1s really helpful to the clients and they
really enjoy the fresh produce. Each of us
when we’re thinking of donating foods, we
look to what we’re used to and what we’re
trying to do with the pantry is expand our
range of groceries that we have so that
we can appeal to people with different
backgrounds, different favourite foods from
growing up and that sort of thing, but all
the basic items: vegetable oil, sugar, spices,
these really back to the fundamentals are
very popular with the clients.”

For further information on the Aurora Food
Pantry, including its current st of needs, visit
aurorafoodpantry.ca

dreams may go

Louise Driscoll

by adding a few little
touches. There is
much to be said about
a fragrant home and
bringing the delight
of a garden to where you live. It is the
time that in the silence of growing plants
your mind wanders and reflects, and it
calms the hurried mind.

Remember being a child when playing
in the dirt and making those mud pies...I
hope I am not the only one who found
great delight in sinking my fingers into
the wet dirt! Time just passed ever so
gently whilst dreams of making a cake or
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a cookie with just soil and water.

Dear readers, it’s time to play, it’s okay
if you are a late bloomer!

During the 30s and 40s because of
the Depression people were desperately
hungry. Magazines at that time
encouraged women to grow kitchen
gardens for reasons of thrift. I can recall
my own mom in our first home; she had
in the back a room called the “summer
kitchen”. This would have delighted
the best of chefs: jars of canned fruit,
vegetables and hanging spices such basil,
peppers etc. If you have ever tasted a
homegrown tomato, you just cannot
compare it to the store bought one.

Even the smallest of dwelling places
can have a beautiful garden where cherry
tomatoes, leaf lettuce, celery and mint,
basil and chives can be easily grown.
Food is not grown for economy but for
delight.

Be brave, take a step into your own
little garden and savor the flavors that
only a natural garden can deliver.

Happy Planting!

Partners in

Brian Roberts
CPA, CGA, LPA

ROBERTS &COMPANY

Chartered Professional Accountant

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Your Business
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Proud fo be Aurora s Food Bank for over 30 Years
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-

ltems needed: Juice, juice boxes, rice (1 kg
bags), canned fruit and canned vegetables.

THIS WEEK

All the agencies in York Region that partner
with us to help community members
challenged by difficult times.

The FREE
Website Guys

APPRECIATION

o

Volunteers to pick up bread donations on
a Friday evening and drop them off at the
Pantry on Saturday morning (this is a great
family project).

We build people websites... HECEINEERED

for [ree.

To the Optimist Club for donating to our
supplementary summer food kits for kids,
and for helping us put them together!

e LY

ADDRESS DONATION DROP OFF HOURS

350 Industrial Parkway South Tues: 8:00 am — 3:00 pm

Aurora, Ontario L4G 3V7 Wed: 10:00 am — 2:00 pm

Thurs: 1:00 pm—  8:00 pm

Sat:  8:00am— 12:00 pm
**(losed on Sunday, Monday and Friday**
You can also drop off non-perishable donaions
anytime at local fire stations or grocery stores.

THANK YOU

CLIENT PICKUP HOURS
Tues: 9:00 am — 11:30 am
Thurs: 5:30 pm — 7:30 pm
Sat: 9:00 om— 11:30 am
(Except the Tt Thurs. of the month)

**(all or visit our website for appointments.**

www.thefreewebsiteguys.com/free-site

Balked Fresh Daily ﬁ.‘-";
-

Please use the rear parking lot
and the back entrance of the building.
We are wheelchair accessible;
please call us for details.

SFORTS LOUNGE

The Aurora Food Pantry provides food assistance to individuals and families in need,
thanks to donations from local organizations, schools, businesses and individuals, and the dedicated volunteers
who serve our clients. Together, we can ensure no one in Aurora and Oak Ridges goes hungry.

www.aurorafoodpantry.ca | info@aurorafoodpantry.ca | 905-841-1577
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THINGS

you Ought To Khow

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22

Aurora Historical Society Virtual Speaker
Series — 7 p.m. Members $8.50/person, Non-
Members $10.50/ person. Canadian pianist,
Dr. Penny Johnson treats audiences to humorous
and poignant stories from the great pianists
of the past. The program draws upon unique
material from a variety of historic piano texts,
memoirs, interviews and articles. Accompanied
by pictures, the program offers a friendly and
engaging glimpse behind the scenes of such
figures as Franz Liszt, Benno Moiseiwitsch,
Artur Rubinstein, Constance Keene and even
the pet dog of Richard Wagner. This program
is suitable for piano-enthusiasts of all ages.
Tickets for the virtual talk can be secured at

aurorahs.com.

FRIDAY, JUNE 24

Aurora Historical Society Golf Tournament

— 1 p.m. Enjoy a round of golf at Aurora’s
Golf Course in

National

historic  Westview
of Hillary

and know that your support dollars will be

support
House Historic  Site
doubled! Register as an individual, or in sets
of four. $99 /per player. Registration price
includes: one round of golf on the tournament
day; refreshments; cart. This event will be a
shotgun start at 1 p.m. Play games and bid on
auction items. Sponsorships available too! All
participants must follow the COVID-19 safety
and health regulations in place at the golf
course. Visit the AHS to register aurorahs.com/

golf-tournament-0.

TOPMAX
Cleaning
m Services
RELIABLE PROVIDERS

Call for a

ESTIMATE

CREMATION
A 10% OFF

joods and services
Ncremationm g

if you bring in this ad

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

This service is provided by Roadhouse & Rose Funeral Home

www.simplecremationaurora.com | 905.895.6631

ELECTRICAL
DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

I'|'T’F Electrical Lights » Chandeliers
... Ceiling Fans  Tracklights ¢ Repairs
.-.«_a_»{, _Cable Light « Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Established 2001

" Cell: 416-456-5336 | dagwtw5@gmail.com

FLOORING
Quality Trim

Our Services: OFFICE « MEDICAL » DAYCARE
COMMERCIAL » JANITORIAL

647 333 3760

Dignified.
Respectful.

JUNE 25 - 26

ILDE.A. | Your Voice, Our Community — A
Symposium for Visual and Performing Artists &
Facilitators exploring Inclusivity, Diversity, Equity
& Accessibility,. The Aurora Cultural Centre
welcomes artists, facilitators and members of the
arts community for a vibrant weekend of inspiring
keynotes, incredible performances and workshops.
Special guest speakers and facilitators include
Lakehead University 1st Indigenous Chair for Truth
and Reconciliation in Canada Dr. Cynthia Wesley-
ABC  President
performing artists Taylor James McKinnon, Mimi

Esquimaux, Phiona Durrant,
O’Bonsawin, Lucas Tensen — and so many more.
Offered at no charge, with meals provided in the
beautiful event setting of CIFWI The Armoury.
Advance registration is required as spaces are limited.
For info and to register, visit auroraculturalcentre.
ca/idea/

SATURDAY, JUNE 25

Constellations Music Festival in Aurora Town
Park. Celebrating a night of Afro-Cuban, Brazilian
and Haitian music from 7 —9:45 p.m. Free. Featuring
three great bands. Okan — Juno Award-winning Afro-
Cuban roots; Tio Chorinho with Flavia Nascimento
in a six-piece ensemble playing Brazilian choro
music, and Montreal-based Haitian musician Wesli
with his seven-piece band. You’ll be on your feet all
evening long! A presentation of the Aurora Cultural
Centre, offered at no charge thanks to support from
Heritage Canada and Ontario Presents. Bring your
picnics, lawn chairs and the family! No registration

required. For info, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26

Garden Aurora returns with their Annual Tour
of Gardens. Tour seven beautiful, local gardens
created and hosted by the gardeners themselves.
This rain or shine event is a fundraiser for our
not-for-profit community organization and tickets
are $15. New Roots Garden Centre and Wild
Birds Unlimited are joining us with discounts and
special promotions. Details including ticket sales
locations can be found on our website. This is a
wonderful way to spend and afternoon, so join us.

www.gardenaurora.ca.

ON NOW
The
Traveller & Interviewer, a solo exhibition by
Andrew Cheddie Sookrah and presented by

the Aurora Cultural Centre, exhibits paintings,

Backstories: Researching  Artist  as

drawings, and sculptures taken from Sookrah’s
life as both traveller and artist. Recognized for his
bright and expressive technique, Sookrah takes us
on a journey through Haida Gwaii, Gros Morne,
and many other places — including the intimate
solitaries of his studio during a time of limited
movement. To book your free appointment to our
Gallery on the 2nd floor of Aurora Town Hall,

visit auroraculturalcentre.ca

CONTINUING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille
les ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones aux
débutants capables de converser) - qui cherchent

a mettre en pratique leurs compétences

Conversationnelle en francais. Over Zoom with

AUrora's
” At Yoursgvice
DIRECTORY

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

SUNSET BEECH

CARE

Pruning + Removals
Consulting + Bracing + EAB

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping

& Renovating
Fencing
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work

a nominal fee of $2.50. RSVP by visiting meetup.
com/Partagez-le-francais. For more information,

email partagez.york@outlook.com.

*k k%

Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full
Circle Program textile recycling and donation
program. In the current COVID climate, a greater
number of people are wanting to donate or get
rid of unwanted items, increasing the need for
more outlets being available to receive the items.
This program will provide a convenient way for
people to donate or get rid of used/unwanted
clothing, blankets, linens and furniture and will
help lessen the amount of items ending up in
landfills. Materials that were previously perceived
as waste will now be seen as a valuable resource
further encouraging redistribution. The items will
be recycled in the following ways: To be given to
individuals who are survivors of violence and are
transitioning from shelters into new homes; To be
sold in our store; To be sold to a textile recycler,
which makes for an ongoing source of funding
for Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their
services to the thousands of people that require
them each year. When and Where: Monday
and Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. — 4 p.m,,
with 30-minute time slots — only 1 drop off per
time slot. If you do not have an appointment,
we cannot accept your donation. The Abuse
Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham St,
Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. Visit

AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off time slot.

PEST CONTROL

GET THE PEST OUT!

Charles Emerson
Tree Service |

I5A Certified Arborist

PEST / ERRO.-

Servicing All of Your Pest Control Needs, Call:

647.200.2687 - 905.392.1506

Free Consultation |
Tree Removal & Pruning ||
Bucket Truck Service ||
Cabling & Bracing
Stump Removal |
Emergency Work |
Property Management ||
Arborist Reports
Year Round Service
Fully Insured

905-801-5891

e fom

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES
- RESIDENTIAL
- COMMERCIAL
- INDUSTRIAL .
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE - DELIVERY

. CARLING PROPANE INC.
-} Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropa

PROPANE

Carling Propans Inc.

24 WOUR SERVICE |
866-952-0146 il

@—-——@—
S

Kwik Kurb

Basements

Flooring
Bathrooms

Call Joe at any time 416-705-8635
www.brightskylights.ca

SKYLIGHTS
WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

W

e\
BRIGHT

SKYLIGHTS
INC.

« Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
« Licensed & Insured
+ 10 year Guarantee

WATER

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TA

CHLORINE?

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN

SOFTENS YOUR WATER

AND REDUCES:

& Flooring

2.19/1t

Wholesale price

(647) 907-7470

www.pearlknstructions.com

1153 Canal Rd, Bradford ON

Kitchens

(647) 668 4949
zlr.ca

PAINTING/CONTRACTING
S &S PAINTING

TOP QUALITY
QUARANTEED

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE ® AURORA RESIDENT

416-520-6252

* Chlorine

* Chloramines

* THMs

* Pesticides & Herbicides
* Taste & Odour

Water O Depot UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora

WATER AT 1718 BEST 905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

NOT EVERYONE

needs your services all the time,
but if you want fo be there when they do
..advertise in Aurora’s
At Your Service Directory

Call 905-727-3300
Ext. 102
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RAN CLASSIFIEDS
—— JOB FAIR —

The Country Day School

EOUACATEON WITH RALANCE

CDS is hiring for an:

Associate Custodian Supervisor
Permanent, Full-Time
Commencing immediately
Posting closes Friday, July 1st

The Country Day School offers JK-12in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment

located on 100 beautiful acres in King. WE DN E SDAY J U I'Y 6! 202 2

Please visit our website for more details: 8:30 am to 6:00 pm

www.cds.on.calemployment 285 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora, ON L4G 3V8 (front parking lot)
Apply to: careers@cds.on.ca

CP Flexible, a manufacturer of flexible packaging in Aurora is
looking for new Team Members

Phone or email for more information:

905-727-0121 X 316 or pkrawiec@cpflexpack.com

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

We will interview on the spot and you can start immediately.
SHERWOOD We are hiring for all positions We offer:

it e includi ng: * Competitive Wages
Witk b U e R * Machine Operators ¢ Company Matched Pension Plan
= Fully trained & insured with leading techaiques & equipment = . Pﬂﬂkeri . PI'O'HI' Shﬂriﬂg
ol i3 * Press Helpers * Employer Paid Benefits
*Recently nominated by the Aurora Chamber of Commerce as one of the
GARAGE SALE Py ”
MARY LAKE Best Places to Work - Company Culture
MONESTARY GROUNDS P /-_*
June 25 & 26 4= Flexible Packa Jf)g.
July 1,2, 3&4, July9 & 10 ~ / ‘_g
10am-4pm
13760 Keele St. qndp] 5th Sideroad
North of King Road. www.cpflexpack.com/careers

: 2 _
Think you can sell’ WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial

CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
e Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for
the annual rental campaign.

e Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign.

e Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

collection for newly rented units.

. . : : Porsche 356/911/912,
e Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have Call David
I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars.
EXPECTAHUN,SF ) Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 905-367-7217
* Have a positive attitude and joy that is fully restored. I'l pay CASH.

e Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
e Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:

e Sales Dri
o Wé:)fkswglllvfnnresults based environment Fre e I a n c e R e p 0 rte r
* Goal Oriented for Local Community Newspaper

e (reat Personal Skills e e o i Sk d _ A al
. ome join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneuria
¢ S(_)me Sales S,k'”S Pr.eferred bl,Jt would be company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter
willing to train the right candidate . b with a passion for community news.
e Marketing and/or Communication i . The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness
education would be a great fit , e _ to cover local community events and issues.

COMPENSATION:

Base + Commission DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

= Freglance reporting work for weekly
community newspapers and special projects

= Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover
= Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

’ : 4 = Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
e s a ; = Take photographs
[ -

= Work some evenings and weekends, as required
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: !
employment@Ilondonprop.com . QUALIFICATIONS:
g = Diploma in journalism preferred

= Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

= Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
= Valid driver's license and a reliable vehicle
= Reporting experience an asset

= in interest in local issues is a necessity,
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

- Let’s Talk.
Advertise in The Auroran LP Interested and qualified

candidates should forward

ClaSSifiEdS Fﬁ?ﬁs?a'fmf.r_-ﬁnn thheirpfger letter and resume to
905.727.3300 ext. 102

&
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THE DARYL KING TEAM

ALLOW US TO HELP YOU

THE MARKET HAS CHANGED!
HOW DOES THAT AFFECT YOU?

Call or email us today with any questions or concerns.

905.907.5464

homes@darylking.com | www.darylking.com

#1 TEAM IN YORK REGION | TOP 10 TEAM IN CANADA | #14 TEAM WORLDWIDE FOR REMAX"

10 ACRES & Hi El OP! PRESTIGIOUS SOUTH RICHVALE! 25 ACRES! PREMIUM |_o'r| ‘ BRANDED GAS STATION + PROPERTY! FUTURE DEVELOPMENT!
w / =5 ] . ] 2 H
L, i B # | E 7 - - . i
e f Bt ¥ - N o J e 7 s
@ AT XTI T e A i rﬁg | e S
BB 1 T LR ' e ; g il il
i iy R Ty o - ;m L “ﬂ 5
= i ‘g ] ke | g. _.'.-.. i 5 S—  p— - |

uxeripGe  FOR SALE  ricumonoHit FOR SALE KNG FOR SALE MARKHAM FOR SALE NORTH DUNDAS FOR SALE ricumono Hi FOR SALE

6 Car Garage! 3 Car Garage + Finished Basement! 3 Car Garage + Newly Renovated Estate! 4+2 Bedroom + Finished Basement! LCBO + Beer Stor e Outlet! 165ft Frontage!

SHOP & SEBARATRINCLAW. SUITE FABU US FREEHOLD TQWNHOME' 3 BEDROOM, CORNER LOT! COUNTRY LIVING AT ITS BEST! COMMERCIAL + RESIDENTIAL! 10 ACRES WITH.650FT FRONTAGE!
RS e, T e _-..'__.- 8 -: L e R . ¥ " J. Y 3
A _, . g E - - ] :
P s oy A 1 S e § "--".--.2"1'.'. - ..J':*- ol
by ’;3 m u 4 i Ii B ! |4., in = e T i

i FOR SALE RICHMOND HILL FOR SALE ‘ ToroNnTo  FOR SALE EASTGVIVl;.LlMBURY FOR SALE - ;415§lssAu;;A FOIi SALE  EAsTowiLmsury FOR SALE

Newly R d Estate! Prime Richmond Hill Locatiol Plus 3-Bed Unit in the Basement! ~ 2-Acre Partially Treed Lot in Great Location! Includes 2 Rooftop Terraces! Prime East Gwillimbury Location!

FABULOUS 3-BED FREEHOLD! ‘
; ' e .;'z"'-.‘-'*:. e 2 " gy YOUR HOME
R o ” S5 face ! 'f'.-.":.._‘ et g DESERVES
: g - = Mm — S = Bl e TO BE HERE
TORONTO FOR SALE cowunewoobp FOR SALE KING FOR SALE  ricumonpHilL FOR SALE ricimonD HILL  FOR SALE y

C ient C ity of We ! Mi to Town, pping ! Premium 10-Acre Lot in Prime Location! End Unit! 6 Offices! Excellent Exposure! Walking Distance to Yonge Street!

FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION OF YOUR HOME, CALL DARYL KING TODAY

You Deserve The Royal Treatment.

905.907.5464

homes@darylking.com | www.darylking.com

T TAGEAEF 5 =ML, HEK R &AL, Daryl King B FA, 3B A EIR 4
Daryl King EIFAIAA VVIP #ILFH R A—FFH, RRKABINMATF R EZ ik

QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS?
CALL DARYL KING TODAY FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

RIPE B REZE TR, TR 2 3™ iR

(gl oy -

(O} RE/MAX
Dar & l I<lng SERG N HALLMARK REALTY LTD.

THE DARYL KING TEAM === = | RAISING THE BAR
SALES REPRESENTATIVE ALLOW US TO HELP YOU

WE SPEAK . P o B D - =
YOURLANGUAGE lo&(CRRE = J@6 O San

*As per REMAX stats for Large Residential Teams, March 2022. Not intended to soficit clients currently under contract with another Brokerage.




Craduates of the Pickering College
Global leadership Program are creative, innovative,
and courageous agents of ethical and positive
change, true to Quaker values.

university acceptance represented among

the 2022 graduates

e
are Ontario Scholars, earned the
sarfiing an average of 80% || Global Leadership Diploma,

~or greater in their six best in addition to their
~ Grade 12 courses OSSD

PICKERING COLLEGE

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.



This fall our graduates will
be attending universities
at home and

X;

abroad - \ |

—
sai—

Brock University University of Toronto
Carleton University  (Mississauga)

Centennial College  University of Toronto
Humber College (Scarborough)

McMaster University ~ University of Waterloo
Queen’s University ~ Western University
University of Guelph ~ Wilfrid Laurier University

University of Toronto  York University

Acadia University
St. Francis Xavier University
University of British Columbia

Boston University

Colgate University

School of the Art Institute of Chicago
University of Southern California
Northeastern University

Goldsmiths, University of London
__ Royal Holloway, University of London
" Universitiit Hamburg

University of St. Andrews

University of New South Wales

A
-@:! e
~ The Class of 2022
e .
= is prepared ia
i ° 2
_ to make a difference
in the world

o i

. and will pursuve

post-secondary studies in: A

N

PICKERING COLLEGE

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.




