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Vaccine and mask mandates continue 
to lift across York Region, country

New rules on vaccine and mask 
mandates continue to come down at 
both the national and local level.

On Tuesday, the Federal government 
announced an end to vaccine mandates 
for domestic travel on planes and trains, 
as well as an end to vaccine mandates 
for outbound travel, effective June 20. 

The changing landscape on the 
national front comes just days after 
mask mandates on public transit, one of  
the last remaining mandates in Ontario, 
were lifted on Saturday, June 11.

In his now bi-weekly update on 
the local COVID situation, Dr. Barry 
Pakes, York Region’s Medical Officer of  
Health, said that these mandates were 
lifted with “few exceptions” – including 
local Mobility on Demand services.

“The remaining [mask] requirements 

in healthcare settings and on transit 
at the Provincial level have now been 
removed; however, all 17 GTA hospitals, 
including those in York Region, and 
almost all healthcare settings, are still 
requiring masking by patients, visitors 
and staff,” he said. “It is now on a 
facility-by-facility basis. There is no 
doubt that in any healthcare settings 
where there may be vulnerable, older or 
immunocompromised people present, 
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TEEN SENSATION – Olivia Varma is pictured singing the title number from the Broadway musical 
“Carrie” at the inaugural Aurora Performing Arts Festival, held at Town Park on Saturday morning. This 
performance earned Varma, a student at Cardinal Carter, the title of Aurora’s 2022 Teen Idol.   
                           Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Striding onto the band shell stage at 
Town Park on Saturday, Olivia Varma 
looked firmly to her future.

With a dream of  treading the boards 
on Broadway, she took the microphone 
and let her clear voice ring out, 
interpreting the title number from the 
musical Carrie.

Putting heart and passion into her 

Olivia Varma is 
Aurora’s 2022 
Teen Idol
BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

June is in full swing and so are local Pride celebrations across York Region. Earlier this month, the Mayor Tom Mrakas and Councillors Sandra Humfryes, 
Michael Thompson, Rachel Gilliland, Wendy Gaertner and John Gallo joined Grant Peckford, representing York Pride, and members of the York Regional 
Police’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion team to raise the Pride Flag at Town Hall. This Saturday, York Pride will host the community’s Pride Parade in 
Newmarket. For more information, visit YorkPride.ca.                             Photo courtesy of the Town of Aurora
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Spots!  Transit At The Door! 5 Minutes To Hwy 404! Nine 
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  MEDICAL RELATED OFFICE SPACE(S) ON 
YONGE STREET DOWNTOWN AURORA!

Prime Yonge Street Visibility! Medical Use(S)/
Office Space(s)! Bright Lower 895 Sq Ft & 
Upper 1612 SF! Transit At The Door! Steps To 
Yonge Street! Great ‘Draw’ Core Tenants Dentist 

- Doctor - Xray - Blood Clinic & Pharmacy! On 
Site Property Management! TMI Includes Utilities 
Except Cable & Internet. Starting $14/sq ft$15sf to $19/sf
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Indigenous History Month programs kick off 
Saturday at Town Park

June is National Indigenous Peoples 
Month and to celebrate this, and 
National Indigenous Peoples Day 2022 
on June 21, a series of  gatherings will 
take place in Aurora beginning this 
Saturday, June 21, at Town Park.

From 10 a.m. to 12 noon, in 
conjunction with the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market, the Town will host a craft table 
focused on the Three Sisters story and 
a hands-on opportunity to make a 
corn husk doll. Back at Town Park the 
following Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 
12.30 p.m., Traditional Anishinaabe 
Grandmother Kim Wheatley will lead a 
Storytelling and Drumming gathering – 
including the chance to make your own 
drums with recycled material.

In between, on Tuesday, June 21, 
an art piece by Ojibwe artist Donald 
Chretien will be installed in Town Park 
where it will remain in place “well into 
the late fall,” according to Shelley Ware, 
Special Events Coordinator for the Town 
of  Aurora.

“The York Region Arts Council 
has commissioned nine eight-foot-
tall art pieces for all nine York Region 
municipalities,” says Ms. Ware. “It’s a 
new program for them and we will have 

it until at least the late fall. We will be 
unveiling that first piece on National 
Indigenous Peoples Day. Kim Wheatley 
will be on site for the unveiling.

“Public art is very important to the 
Town and being able to connect art 
with learning about the Indigenous 
culture and people, while tying it in 
with National Indigenous Peoples’ Day, 
everything just aligned so perfect it felt 
like it was meant to be and this art piece 
is one that when you stand in front of  it 
and take a selfie, the way it is designed 
you actually become part of  it. You 
become one with it.”

In addition to these events, a number 
of  virtual components of  Indigenous 
History Month programs will be online 
for the remainder of  the month through 
the Town’s Indigenous portal at aurora.
ca en/recreation-arts-and-culture/
indigenous-history-month.aspx.

These include virtual cooking 
demonstrations on Indigenous wild rice 
and strawberry Bannock led by Destiny 
Rae.

“We still want to offer this in a 
hybrid component, including the food 
demonstrations,” says Ms. Ware. “Six 
months ago, we wouldn’t have known 
what the food offerings are, but now 
celebrating the Strawberry Moon, it is 
quite timely that there is a food demo 
on strawberry Bannock. The elements 

might be predictable in the sense that we 
want to offer storytelling because that is 
such a critical piece of  Indigenous history, 
we want to include drumming, which is 
another really important component, 
as well as food, but we receive guidance 
from our Anishinaabe consultant as 
well as the community, so we also want 
to be respectful in how we go about 
programming and also to ensure we’re 
doing it as best we can. 

“They are such unique experiences. 
We also recognize and know up front 
that we have a lot of  learning to do and 

the first step in learning is listening. With 
Kim’s approach, she also provides hands-
on experience which helps us to further 
learn the stories and the histories. Anyone 
who has been to a gathering where she 
has led it will always come back again 
because she just has such an inclusive 
way of  reaching out to the community. 
Those who have experienced her 
definitely become a fan of  hers. Those 
who haven’t, take a chance, come out, 
and just out of  curiosity find out what 
it is that we’re trying to share and make 
available for others to learn about.”

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

JUBILEE FINALE – Last Tuesday, June 7, Aurora wrapped up its celebration of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee with the dedication of a special bench at Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park on John 
West Way. Joining Mayor Tom Mrakas for the occasion were representatives from the offices of 
MPs Leah Taylor Roy and Tony Van Bynen – Malika, Jane, Sarah, and Mary Rose. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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Constellations Music Festival to bring 
Afro-Cuban, Brazilian and Haitian 
music to Town Park
Inaugural festival to be 
hosted by Cultural Centre 
June 25

Music representing Brazilian, Haitian 
and Afro-Cuban influences will get 
people up on their feet next Saturday as 
the Aurora Cultural Centre hosts their 
inaugural Constellations Music Festival. 

Built around the theme of  “Under One 
Sky”, the Festival will feature the talents 
of  award-winning musicians Okan, Tio 
Chorinho with Flavia Nascimento, and 
Wesli.

“This comes from the idea that we all 
look at the same night sky, we look at the 
same stars, but we look at it differently, 
and there is a lot of  beauty around that,” 
says Kalaisan Kalaichelvan, Performing 
Arts Producer for the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. “The goal was to bring together 
different musical traditions from cultures 
around the world under one night sky 
and really celebrate the kind of  music we 
have not just in the Aurora community 
but across the country.”

First up from 7 – 7.45 p.m. is Okan, 
a Juno Award-winning women-led 
ensemble that fuses Afro-Cuban roots with 
jazz, folk and global rhythms “in songs 
about immigration, courage and love.” 
Tio Chorinho with Flavia Nascimento 
follows from 8 – 8.45 p.m.

“Flávia Nascimento joins Canada’s 
first ensemble dedicated to performing 
Brazilian choro music,” say organizers. 
“Combining Northeastern Brazilian 
styles such as forró and maracatu, Tio 
Chorinho is known for their unique 
repertoire, virtuosity, dynamics and easy-
going charm on stage.”

Rounding out the evening from 9 – 
9.45 is Juno Award-winning Montreal-
based Haitian musician Wesli who is 
bringing a seven-piece band “linking 
Haitian voudou and rara with reggae, 
Afrobeat and hip-hop.”

“When we were talking about building 
this festival, it was the idea of  really 
shaking up our programming and looking 
at what kinds of  artists are we seeing on 
stage and making room for traditions 
that are outside of  a European-Canadian 
tradition, especially as that term means 
so many things now,” says Kalaichelvan. 

“Something we were really aware of  is 
the face and the makeup of  Aurora is 
changing quite quickly and we are seeing 
in Aurora all these new families moving in 
over the last couple of  years. The question 
was how do we represent that community 
in our ethos, in our programming, in the 
artists we bring to them. This has been 
part of  our strategic planning and vision.

“Music is becoming so intersectional 
now and we’re seeing artists exploring 
so many different kinds of  sounds and 
traditions and bringing them together, it 
was really important to reflect that in our 
programming and bring that same spirit 
to Aurora and that has been the driving 
force for a lot of  our vision for the years 
going forward. This festival was one big 
step towards that.”

The Constellations Music Festival is 
the “launch pad” for a new music series 
that will become a hallmark of  the Aurora 
Cultural Centre when it moves into its 
newly revamped and expanded space in 
Aurora Town Square.

It will complement their popular 
Signature and Great Artist music series 
with diverse musical artists from outside 
the European tradition.

In the future, musical programming can 
include artists who have been influenced 
by Indian and Persian traditions and 
much more.

“The goal of  the Festival in this 
series is to build a larger appetite for 
that in the Aurora community and stop 
‘othering’ these other forms of  music,” 
Kalaichelvan notes. “We have been 
very keen about avoiding the term 
‘World Music’ because…while the term 
has served its purpose a lot in the past, 
understandably it is coming to a point of  
why are we othering and marginalizing all 
these different kinds of  ways of  making 
music into this one box just because…
it doesn’t fit into maybe a traditional 
European lens of  pop music, jazz music, 
or R&B. All of  these other genres have 
boxes of  their own [and] we’re trying to 
bring that perspective to this series and 
programming.

“Bring your picnic baskets, bring 
your kids, and it is a really nice Saturday 
evening and you get to just jam with some 
of  the best artists out there. We take a lot 
of  pride in the calibre of  musicians we’re 
bringing to the Centre and we’re really 
excited to see the community come out 
and celebrate with us.”

The Constellations Music Festival is 
free to attend.

For more information, visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca. 

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Among the performers slated for the inaugural Constellations Music Festival are (from left): Tio Chorinho with Flavia Nascimento, Okan, and Wesli.  
                    Photos courtesy of the Aurora Cultural Centre
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The world was shocked late last month 
when an 18-year-old opened fire at Robb 
Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas. 
The gunman tragically shot and killed 
19 students and two teachers, wounding 
nearly 20 others in the process.

The world was shocked, yes, but these 
horrendous incidents are increasing at an 
ever-alarming rate.

While the immediate aftermath of  the 
murders brought forward the customary 
– and more than appropriate --- protests 
calling for better legislation on gun control, 
keeping pace were the “thoughts and 
prayers” brigade that trotted out hoary old 
chestnuts along the lines of  the best line of  
defence against bad people with guns is 
arming more of  the good people to take 
them down.

Their far-from-out-of-the-box ideas 
were duly trotted out, and the more recent 
catch-all solution of  arming teachers to 
protect their classrooms, the very people 
many pockets of  the United States don’t 
even trust to teach their own history, was 
floated once again.

These deeply flawed arguments hit all 
the right notes with the people they were 
intended to reach, but there was something 
different in the air this time, perhaps even 
a feeling that finally enough was really 
enough. 

Just before I sat down to write this 
on Sunday, Democrat and Republican 
Senators announced what is being 
described as a “framework” for potential 
legislation on gun safety. As this is related 
to gun legislation in the US any number of  
things could happen to this “framework” 
in the short window of  time between our 
going to press and this column arriving 
online and at your doorsteps. The outline 
includes a measure of  gun control, 
increased school safety, and a boost to 
mental health programs.

“Our plan saves lives while also 
protecting the constitutional rights of  law-
abiding Americans,” the CBC quoted the 
bipartisan lawmakers. “We look forward 
to earning broad, bipartisan support and 
passing our common-sense proposal into 
law.”

While it remains to be seen just how 
“common-sense” these proposals can be, 
after all the majority of  our two nations 
probably have different perspectives on 
just what “common sense” means in this 
context, it’s a step in the right direction. 

But it is also a tall order.
In the immediate days after the shooting 

rocked their own state, Texas lawmakers 
set to work on tackling one of  their greatest 
threats… drag queen story hours?

No, seriously.
In Pride Month, this is the piece of  

priority legislation that is working its way 
through the Austin-based capital.

Spurred by videos of  kids attending 
a drag show, the State Senator who put 
forward the legislation attempting to ban 
minors from such shows, said, as quoted 
by NBC News, “The events of  this past 
weekend were horrifying and show a 
disturbing trend in which perverted 
adults are obsessed with sexualizing 
young children. As a father of  two young 
children, I would never take my children 
to a drag show and I know [my colleagues] 
wouldn’t either.”

The usual suspects, of  course, took this 
piece of  legislation and ran with it in an 
attempt to make it snowball across the 
country through the usual channels, but 
it’s yet to be seen whether this legislation 
against allegedly “sexualizing young 
children” will extend to grandparents 
asking their preschool-age grandsons, “Do 
you have a girlfriend yet?”, entering their 
daughters in highly sexualized beauty 
pageants, or fathers taking their sons out 
for a bite at Hooters. 

Of  course, it isn’t yet to be seen; we 
all know that will never happen, but that 
doesn’t fit into the narrative they’re trying 
to create.

We’re fortunate to live in communities 
where organizations are making the effort 
to teach kids it is indeed okay to express 
their true selves, even if  it doesn’t dovetail 
into what generation upon generation has 
tried to construct as the accepted norm.

Aurora and New Tecumseth are just 
two communities that have embraced the 
idea of  drag queen story hours. Whether 
with Miss Eva Lasting, whose warm and 
welcoming storytelling ability has been 
embraced by the Aurora Public Library 
for the last several years, or through Fay 
& Fluffy’s Storytime, which delighted kids 
and families virtually last year by the New 
Tecumseth Public Library, these shows 
are joyous occasions for kids, parents and 
caregivers alike.

Kids are able to be themselves in 
a safe and accepting environment, 
are encouraged to ask questions, and 
parents revel in the opportunities to see 
their kids be authentic with their peers 
in an environment that is anything but 
judgemental.

As I’ve watched these events unfold in 
person and through virtual channels, I 
continually marvel at how lucky these kids 
are to have such opportunities. Many of  
parents of  like-aged kids are my peers and, 
looking back, had they had the chance 
to take part, it would have done our 
whole generation a favour in increasing 
perspectives.

The sting of  watching helplessly 
from my desk as one of  my peers fled 
the classroom in tears in the middle of  a 
presentation after being mercilessly bullied 
by another student simply for having two 
moms still smarts.

How I hope times have changed and, 
if  they have, these kinds of  opportunities 
have played no small part in that. 

I am fully aware though that, for one 
reason or another, we’re not all on the 
same page.

It wasn’t all that long ago that one reader 
re-tweeted some of  our previous pre-
pandemic Pride coverage, including Drag 
Queen Storytime, accusing me directly of  
promoting “deviant” behaviour through 
the simple act of  event coverage.

That one instance was an eye-
opener that no matter how diverse and 
cosmopolitan our communities are 
becoming, there’s still a lot more work to 
do in the field of  allyship. The good news is 
if  you truly are an ally of  the 2SLGBTQ+ 
community, demonstrating said allyship is 
easier than ever.

Wherever you might live, there are 
plenty of  Pride-related events being 
hosted by prominent community-building 
organizations to suit every taste. Being an 
ally can include volunteering to make these 
events happen, looking at ways to maintain 
the momentum throughout the balance of  
the year, or it can be as simple as finding 
your place along the side of  the street 
ahead of  a colourful, inclusive and family-
friendly Pride parade.

As lucky as we are to live in communities 
that support each other, regardless of  the 
path they walk in life, there are no shortage 
of  examples around the world, some sadly 
all to close to home, to illustrate that this 
support can be a fragile thing.

But, with a collective effort, it can be 
a strong part of  how we define ourselves 
now and into the future – as long as we 
show up.

John West Way proposal 
appealed

Should the David 
Tomlinson Nature 
Reserve be dog free? 
Readers weigh in

Machell’s Corners

At the February 22, 2022 Council 
meeting, Aurora Council unanimously 
voted to refuse a six-storey, 150 unit 
residential apartment building application 
on the northeast quadrant of  Wellington 
Street and John West Way because it does 
not conform to the Town’s Official Plan 
for reasons including but not limited to the 
following: (i) It encroaches on environmental 
lands as well as the established flood plain 
(approximately 85% of  the subject property 
is on floodplain); (ii) The proposed density 
is not appropriate for the site; (iii) There is 
a significant adverse impact to species of  
special concern currently inhabiting the site; 
(iv) The outstanding conditions required 
by the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority create concern for the long-term 
effects to the surrounding areas; and (v) No 
ground floor retail units are proposed for 
the subject site.

On March 14, 2022 the developer issued 
a Notice of  Appeal on 2 counts: (i) the 
municipality’s refusal of  the Rezoning and 
(ii) Council’s failure to approve the plans or 
drawings within 30 days of  submission.

Given Council’s unanimous vote to 
refuse the rezoning and site plan control 
application, it is critical for the community 
to engage with Council by writing letters 
and emails to reinforce Council’s obligation 
to defend its decision to protect Aurora’s 
Environmental Protection Areas and 
protect Species at Risk habitat, by engaging 
the services of  an OLT/OMB experienced 
defence team comprised of  a lawyer, 
planner and environmental consultant.

Furthermore, Aurora’s community can 
assist to strengthen Council’s decision by 
participating in the hearing (hearing date & 
details TBA) by way of  writing letters and 
emails to submit to OLT.

Please address your request to: Mayor 
Mrakas, Councillor Gaertner, Councillor 
Gallo, Councillor Gilliland, Councillor 
Humfryes, Councillor Kim and Councillor 
Thompson. Send this message to all 
councillors at allcouncillors@aurora.ca.

Anna Lozyk Romeo
Aurora

Yes, the reserve should remain dog 
free.

Fortunately for me, I met David several 
times (he would not know who I am). 
David is a sensible, knowing gentleman 
whose opinion I respect. David had a 
vision and valid reasons to ensure this 
area succeed in protecting wildlife.

There are plenty of  other places 
where people can walk their dogs. Being 
a dog lover who has had several over 
the decades, I am not against providing 
a natural area to take dogs, but there 
is a place for everything. The Nature 
Reserve is not it.

Thank you for inviting 
me to express an opinion. 
            Ann Overington

Aurora

I cannot believe the amount of  time and 
newspaper coverage the issue of  dogs is 
being spent by the Mayor and Councillors 
of  Aurora.

The Bylaw Officers could better 
spend their time enforcing the Property 
Standards Act to the hundreds of  unkept 
ugly properties in Aurora.

It is getting worse every year.
Where did pride of  ownership go?
Much of  this may be due to the 

thousands of  rentals as most people cannot 
afford to purchase a roof  over their head in 
Aurora.                                       Thelma Dixon 

Aurora

As it was proposed and intended, this 
subject Nature Reserve should be dog-free.

Lyne Webb
Aurora
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Every year I am thrilled to proclaim 
June as Pride Month in the Town of  
Aurora as we celebrate what makes 
Aurora so special: its people.

The Town of  Aurora takes pride 
in our diversity and celebrates our 
differences.

We work hard to ensure that 
people with diverse views, feelings, 
gender identification and culture all 
feel welcome and accepted in our 
community. But that work is not yet 
done, and Pride Month serves as 
an acknowledgement of  both the 
strides and the struggles faced by our 
LGBTQ2S+ community.

This month, we once again raised 

the Pride Flag at Town Hall, an annual 
tradition that stands for unity, love and 
respect for all.

Later this month, on June 18, myself, 
members of  Council and Town staff  
will also be marching in the York Pride 
Parade in Newmarket and look forward 
to seeing you there.

It is always a great time and our 
Bylaw vehicle is getting its annual 
rainbow makeover, so look for it there 
and around Town throughout the 
month!

This summer, our rainbow 

crosswalk at Yonge and Wellington 
– the first across York Region – will 
also be getting a refresh, as part of  
the intersection construction project, 
to ensure it continues to shine bright 
in our downtown core, a permanent 
symbol of  our commitment to creating 
an inclusive and welcoming community 
for all.

Lastly, I want to thank all our residents 
and Town staff  who are helping us day 
in and day out to make sure that Aurora 
is a Town open to everyone.

As always, if  you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact me by 
email tmrakas@aurora.ca or by phone 
905-726-4746. I am here for you.

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

GETTING  
THINGS DONE

Some musings and observations from 
the now completed provincial election 
trail.

Before the campaign began, I 
thought that the provincial Progressive 
Conservative Party would win a slim 
majority – just over 63 seats. As I saw the 
polls continue to go up in the last week, 
I adjusted my thinking and suggested 
that the Tories would win 82 seats. The 
actual results came as a surprise to me 
as loyal readers know my predictive 
powers are not very good.

As but one example of  this, I 
confidently predicted that Kim 
Campbell would win 100 seats in 1993 
(The PC party ended up winning two 
seats). I won’t be headed to Las Vegas or 
Casino Rama, for that matter, any time 
soon!

What a difference a year makes.
I usually scrutineer on election day at 

a polling station closest to home, and in 
many cases over the years I have been 
situated at Devins Drive Public School. 

During the last federal election in 
2021, the vote was not held at schools, 
due to COVID.

During that election, I was instead 
up in Newmarket where there were 
six polls within the location. The local 
people employed by Elections Canada 
were great. Collectively, they were 
friendly and efficient. 

As well, the ballots were tabulated 
in the regular way, using paper ballots. 

This meant that the process for counting 
them would take time. As a scrutineer I 
wanted to take the results and get back 
to our campaign HQ as fast as possible 
to review them and commiserate 
with other volunteers over the night’s 
outcome.

Compare and contrast this 2021 
scene to provincial election night at the 
poll in the Aurora Seniors’ Centre.

There were a lot of  Elections 
Ontario workers. Part of  the reason for 
this was probably weather related and 
the fact that we are slowly moving past 
COVID and people don’t mind being 
in proximity to others. 

Second, and more importantly, 
was that Elections Ontario utilized an 
electronic scanning system to make 
tabulating and reporting of  the results 
so much easier.

A voter still marked their hard copy 
ballot, but instead of  putting the ballot 
in a box to be counted later, the voting 
card was put through a scanner.

This meant that when 9 p.m. came 
and voting was done, the Elections 
Ontario representatives merely had to 
get the machine to provide a report. 

Instead of  heading out of  the polling 
station at midnight like during the last 
federal election I was done at 9:25 pm. 
Hurray for technology!

Another thing that I noticed during 
this campaign was the continuing 
decrease in the number of  volunteers. 
There is always going to be a core group 
of  individuals to assist, but the numbers 
of  volunteers – among all parties – 
seemed to have decreased. People are 
extremely busy and don’t have the time 
or the inclination to devote to civic 
causes as they once did. 

This means that more pressure is 
put on the existing workers to do more. 
My hats off  to the volunteers for all the 
candidates. You make democracy thrive 
in our community by offering that most 
important commodity to the voter – a 
choice.

One last comment: at about 8.30 
p.m., one half  hour before voting was 
to end, the polling station was jammed 
with voters. As I watched and listened 
to them talking and laughing with their 
neighbours, while they waited to cast 
a vote, I was struck by, for all its faults, 
how well our democratic system works.

There were no armed guards outside 
the school, no one was coerced into 
voting one way or another, there was 
no UN inspectors monitoring the 
proceedings to ensure fairness and no 
was fearing for their life.

We are all fortunate to have this 
privilege.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

THIS WEEK’S NEW POLL
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Are you satisfied  
with the results 

of the 2022 
Provincial Election?

2022 Provincial Election notebook revisited

Gather ‘round children, we’ll alleviate your boredom with something fun!  Look here, on the wall – see projected this full-colour 
image of an exotic tropical sunset, or laugh at this sequence of cartoons  – don’t get too rowdy!

The projector for these glass slides (85.39) is a more than a toy: a late 19th century Johannes Falkes “Magic Lantern”.  With a lit candle or oil lamp inside, 
thousands of available slides could be pushed through a slot behind the lens, forming a large and clear projection on the wall of a darkened room.   Not too 
different from how we spend our time today…

Celebrating the 26th Annual 
National Indigenous Peoples 

Day & Indigenous  
Heritage Month

June 21 across the country is recognized 
as National Indigenous Peoples Day where 
celebrations and ceremonies will take place 
based on the great diversity of  Indigenous 
People across these lands now called 
Canada.

This date was agreed upon because of  
its direct connection to solstice which is a 
powerful time of  cyclical change where 
we enter the season of  summer with the 
longest day of  the year. Traditional Elders, 
wisdom keepers and knowledge keepers 
will participate in acknowledging the 
change of  seasons, welcoming the healing 
power of  Grandfather Sun and the return 
of  summer through smudging, songs, 
offerings and prayers.

Like many nations across the world, 
recognizing the power of  Creation is an 
ancient practice where connections to 
spirit are renewed and reinforced. While 
the teachings and practices may vary, the 
connective tissue is a recognition that the 
earth has immense power that needs to 
recognized, honoured and celebrated.

Before sunrise that day across the 
country Elders and community members 
will gather to welcome the longest day 
of  the year as they have done for time 
immemorial. Sacred songs, practices and 
ceremonies have been handed down 
generation to generation, reminding us 
of  our place in Creation and the teaching 
that we should always give thanks for our 
“Good Life.”

I have participated in these ceremonies 
over the years observing the morning star 
and welcoming the first peek of  sunlight 
as it spills over the horizon with awe 
and wonder. It is common practice in 
Indigenous Cultures to rise before the sun 
and welcome that powerful being with 
songs, medicines and prayers. It’s said at 
this time of  the day you will have all of  
Creation’s attention.

The recognition of  June 21 began with 
the intention of  recognizing the history, 
heritage, outstanding contributions and 
diversity of  First Nations, Metis and Inuit 
People of  Canada. This was first celebrated 
in 1996 with the announcement provided 
by then Governor General Romeo 
LeBlanc.

There was much demand for this 
declaration from the National Indian 
Brotherhood, the Sacred Assembly and the 
Royal Commission on Aboriginal People to 
have a nationally recognized date. In 2017 
it was changed from National Aboriginal 
Day to National Indigenous Day.

As we celebrate this 26th anniversary of  
this distinct and important day I encourage 
you to explore events, presentations, 
celebrations that will take place across the 
country.

It is also National Indigenous History 
Month and this means there are so many 
diverse opportunities to revisit historic/
contemporary contributions and realities 
as well as participate in a Pow Wow or two.

Get out there and explore the richly 
diverse communities who comprise First 
Nation, Inuit and Metis Nations across 
these lands!

The Town of  Aurora is proud to be taking 
steps to renew and strengthen its relationship with 
Indigenous communities and residents. As part of  
this commitment, in partnership with The Town, 
The Auroran is providing this space to Anishinaabe 
Traditional Grandmother and Cultural Consultant 
Kim Wheatley to share insights, storytelling and 
teachings with the Aurora community.

Kim Wheatley
Traditional Anishinaabe Grandmother

WALKING THE 
SWEETGRASS 

ROAD

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

The Aurora 
Museum 

& Archives  
is 

celebrating…

A Magical Time
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Parsa looking forward to representing Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill at Queen’s Park once again

When you’re elected once, it’s a dream 
come true. When you’re elected for a 
second time, for Michael Parsa it’s an 
“even bigger honour.”

This is the feeling that is buoying the 
Progressive Conservative MPP as he 
prepares for his second term at Queen’s 
Park after Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill voters handed him a decisive victory 

in the June 2 Provincial Election.
The victory, he says, is a “confirmation” 

that people were “very happy with the way 
the Premier and the government handled 
the situation throughout the pandemic” 
and is a testament to the leadership of  both 
Doug Ford and his cabinet.

“The one thing [residents looked 
at when I went door to door] is this is a 
government who actually got things done,” 
said Mr. Parsa. “It wasn’t like the previous 
where there were a lot of  slogans and a 
lot of  discussions – there are priorities. 

We need leadership to be able to make 
decisions and get things done and to be 
able to put those tangible solutions forward 
for things to turn around and that’s what 
residents talked about.

“When you look at the population of  the 
Province, not just in the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe, in the next 30 years it is going 
to be 15 million people [and] it’s the fact 
we’re going to need critical infrastructure 
to meet demand. We’re going to need 
roads built, we’re going to need highways 
built, critical infrastructure [in] expanding 
healthcare facilities like hospitals. We’re 
going to need to build more schools. Those 
are all the things that people brought 
forward and they agreed with the platform 
of  our party and I think the outcome of  
the election says it all.”

Over the course of  the campaign, 
Mr. Parsa says he and his team knocked 
on more than 42,000 doors. At each 
encounter, he says he is thankful they took 
the time to share their concerns with him, 
some of  which were very personal.

“Affordability was one that came up 
[and] when people take the time to talk 
about their personal issues and how it has 
been for them, how the pandemic has 
affected them, whether it is personally or 
professionally, I always appreciate that 
as someone who is looking to go and 
represent them. 

“When you look at affordability, it is 
not unique to one or two individuals, but 
it affects people differently – everyone 
with their income or their lifestyle. It does 
hit people differently and, for me, looking 
back and going back to be able to look at 
those certain individuals who have unique 
concerns, those are the ones who, as a 
Member of  the Legislature, I am going to 
be looking to and getting to them as best I 
can to be able to hopefully resolve them. It 
doesn’t matter at what level, I’m going to 
be advocating for them. If  it is a municipal 
issue, I am going to be reaching out to my 
municipal colleagues and ask them for 
support. If  it is a federal issue, I am going 
to reach out to our federal counterparts 
and ask them for support to be able to help 

people.”
In a public sphere where political 

discourse is only getting more and more 
heated, Mr. Parsa says he is fully prepared 
to reach across the floor and help bridge 
any gaps for people whose vote may have 
gone to another candidate or party.

“We live in the greatest country in the 
world and even the best province within 
the greatest country and during campaign 
times, parties put their ideas and their 
platforms forward, we debate the issues 
and discuss them, and the people make 
the decision. Once the decision is made, 
we need to respect that decision and 
throughout the process we need to look 
at what people want, what the people are 
asking for and, for me, that means listening 
to others and hearing them as well, and 
being able to represent them to the best of  
my ability. It doesn’t matter if  they voted 
for me or not, I am their representative 
and I will do my best to be there for them 
and to address their concerns.

“The election is over and they chose 
me to be MPP to represent them and I 
am going to make sure I represent every 
resident of  this riding to the best of  my 
ability. I want to thank all those people who 
allowed every single one of  us (candidates) 
to be able to approach them at the doors 
and to talk to them. It is so helpful to us, 
whether as candidates or people running 
for office, to be able to hear from them 
directly and it was terrific.

“I want to thank them for this 
opportunity to allow me to go back to 
Queen’s Park and continue to represent 
them, and I also want to congratulate all 
the other candidates who put their names 
forward. They make the race better, they 
discussed and brought forward issues they 
cared about, and I am going to stay in 
touch with them as best I can to represent 
them and work with them. These are 
community leaders who put their names 
forward and I thank them for that. It takes 
a lot of  courage and commitment, and a 
huge thanks to members from all parties 
who put their names forward to run in this 
election.”

MPP-elect Michael Parsa is greeted by supporters at his victory party June 2. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Southlake joins Princess Margaret network to bring 
resources to York, South Simcoe

Arden Krystal, President and CEO,  of Southlake Regional Health Centre is pictured with Dr. Keith 
Stewart, Vice President, Cancer, UHN and Medical Director of the Princess Margaret Cancer Centre on 
Thursday.                     Contributed photo

Southlake’s Stronach Regional Cancer 
Centre is the first hospital in the Province 
to team with the Princess Margaret 
Cancer Care Network to bring increased 
resources to patients in York Region and 
South Simcoe.

The partnership between the two 
organizations was announced Thursday 
at Southlake Regional Health Centre.

The partnership, says Southlake, 
will “lead to improve access to care for 
Southlake’s patients, and more rapid 
dissemination of  clinical guidance, 
advanced technologies, education and 
innovations” to local cancer care, saving 
many patients the trip to Toronto.

“We are excited about our new 
partnership with the Princess Margaret 
Cancer Care Network,” said Dr. Peter 
Anglin, Physician Lead, Stronach 
Regional Cancer Centre at Southlake. 
“Southlake patients will have increased 

access to the expertise and cutting-edge 
technologies of  one of  the top five cancer 
centers in the world. Southlake has 
always enjoyed close ties with Princess 
Margaret particularly in radiation 
oncology and malignant haematology. 
This new expanded relationship will 
increase access to advanced diagnostics, 
personalized medicine, and clinical trials. 
We are privileged to be the first member 
of  the Princess Margaret Cancer Care 
Network.”

Added Dr. Andrea Bezkak, Medical 
Director for the Princess Margaret 
Care Network, “The Princess Margaret 
Cancer Care Network aims to enhance 
collaborations with like-minded 
institutions, supplementing existing 
provincial and local initiatives. We are 
proud to Partner with Southlake to help 
level the playing field and ensure patients 
have equitable opportunities to access 
advanced care regardless of  where they 
live.”

The new partnership will cover all 
aspects related to the coordination of  care 

and treatment for patients. It includes 
collaborative care models that will enable 
easier access to clinical advice and second 
opinions; open the doors to conferences so 
clinicians can receive additional support 
for particularly complex cases; increase the 
menu of  care treatments available close 
to patients’ homes while ensuring access 
to Princess Margaret for more complex 
issues; improved access to research and 
clinical trials, as well as technological 
innovations; and the provision of  care in 
a variety of  languages.

“This is a tremendous benefit for 
patients and families in our communities,” 
said Lorrie Reynolds, Director, Central 
Regional Cancer Program at Southlake. 
“Princess Margaret is a global leader in 
cancer research, education and clinical 
care. Our partnership will provide 
patients, families and staff  with access 
to leading cancer education materials, 

clinical trials and cancer care expertise. 
We are delighted to be the first hospital 
partner to join the Princess Margaret 
Cancer Care Network.”

Last week’s announced partnership, 
added Barb Steed, Executive Vice 
President of  Clinical Services for 
Southlake and Regional Vice President 
of  the Central Regional Cancer Program, 
is the way of  the future for healthcare 
providers and patients alike. 

“This type of  partnership between 
organizations is the future of  healthcare, 
an integrated system where resources and 
expertise are shared and collaboration is 
the norm,” she said. “This is how patients 
will truly benefit. We are honoured to be 
the first organization to join the Princess 
Margaret Cancer Care Network and look 
forward to collaborating with additional 
organizations in the future to improve 
patient outcomes and advance care.”
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I.D.E.A. Symposium wants your voice in  
creating Inclusive, Diverse, Equitable and  
Accessible community

Art, music and drama are universal 
languages that can break down 
barriers and build cultural bridges 
– and the Aurora Cultural Centre is 
looking to harness this idea with its 
first I.D.E.A. symposium.

Set to take place next Saturday, 
June 25 and Sunday, June 26, at CFWI 
The Aurora Armoury, the forum will 
welcome artists, facilitators, and 
members of  the arts community for 
performances, keynotes, workshops 
and more, all with the idea to broaden 
horizons.

“The event is focused on the four 
aspects of  Inclusivity, Diversity, 

Equity and Accessibility and we 
wanted to do something that was not 
your typical conference; I wanted it 
to be more of  an experiential type 
of  conference but we changed the 
name to ‘symposium’ because…
at conferences a lot of  times you’re 
going from one thing to another and 
you don’t really get a chance to sit and 
talk to people,” says Glenn Marais, 
Artistic Outreach Coordinator for 
the Aurora Cultural Centre.

Artists coming together to help 
answer this question on Day 1 include 
opening keynote speaker Taylor James 
McKinnon on “Finding My Voice”, 
a workshop facilitated by Dr. Gerald 
Yun, a lunchtime art reflection with 
Courtney Revie, a performance in the 
round with singer-songwriter Mimi 

O’Bonsawin, Dr. Yun, and composer 
and instrumentalist Lucas Tensen, 
before a closing keynote from Phiona 
Durrant, President of  the Aurora 
Black Community Association.

Day Two features an opening 
keynote from Dr. Cynthia Wesley-
Esquimaux, Chair of  Truth 
& Reconciliation at Lakehead 
University, “Giving Voice to the 
Voiceless”, a roundtable facilitated 
by Jan Beaver, a lunchtime art 
reflection with Lauri Hoeg, and a 
closing keynote from Grant Peckford, 
Director of  Strategic Partnerships 
and Community Relations with York 
Pride, entitled “LGBT Elders: Have 
We Lost Our Voice?”

“I find a lot of  the things we learn 
about each other through culture are 
story-based: the person’s history and 
their experiences and also what your 
hopes are,” says Marais. “We speak a 
lot about these terms in our society 
but the actual movement of  the 
societal structure takes a long time 
and it is too slow for a lot of  people, 
particularly people who have faced 
inequities because of  these different 
societal structures that have been in 
place for a long time. How do we 
move this further and how do we use 
the arts?

“One of  the things we often forget 
when we speak about accessibility, for 

example, it is staying in the physical 
realm, but there are ability issues 
we don’t see where someone might 
be hearing impaired or visually 
impaired, or they may have a mental 
health issue. Do we put it into place 
those considerations? Often we 
don’t, and at a basic level there is 
very little physical accessibility where 
someone in a wheelchair can say, ‘I 
can get anywhere I need to without 
assistance.’ We don’t have that yet, 
so there are a lot of  these things we 
speak about and they don’t seem to 
change. It is my hope that we can 
have people bring their vision and 
their experiences. 

“Sometimes people think these 
events are just for artists, agencies, or 
facilitators, but it is not. It’s actually 
going to be incredibly entertaining 
and it’s free. I encourage people from 
the general public to come, even if  
just from an educational perspective, 
and experience an amazing weekend 
of  art and music performances. It is 
open but it is true to those beginning 
artists who are trying to get a foothold 
in the industry, it’s a fabulous place 
to come and network.”

For more information and to 
book your place for the Aurora 
Cultural Centre’s inaugural 
I.D.E.A. symposium, visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca.
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Outdoor Event  
with Classic Cars

SATURDAY 
JUNE 18 

2022 Consumer Choice Award Winner Best  
Retirement Residence York Region 

CALL FOR A TOUR TODAY: 905-841-2777 
OR VISIT KINGSWAYAURORA.COM

Great things going on at...

Libraries are often the first point 
contact for newcomers to Canada 
when seeking services to help them 
land on their feet.

Aurora is no exception, but what 
the Aurora Public Library lacks is an 
in-house settlement worker to make 
sure newcomers get information and 
referrals on language training, career 
and employment advice, and services 
related to housing, education, transit, 
citizenship, and so much more.

That, however, is set to change this 
week as the Aurora Public Library 
and Catholic Community Services 
of  York Region, through Library 
Settlement Partnerships, begin a 
new monthly pilot project in which 
a settlement worker will be on hand 
from 1 – 4 p.m. to answer as many 
questions as possible.

“We haven’t had a settlement 
worker in the Library and we thought 
it would be a good thing to do a 
pilot because if  you’re a newcomer 
you have to travel to the Welcome 
Centre in Newmarket or Richmond 
Hill in order to get information,” 
says Claudia Olguinl, Coordinator 
of  Community-Led Initiatives for 
the Aurora Public Library (APL). 
“Having a settlement worker in the 
Library [will help us] break that 
barrier. 

“People can just drop in, ask 
their questions, and sometimes 
newcomers don’t even know that 
they can get help and assistance on 
getting information on how to renew 
Permanent Resident cards, or if  they 
need assistance with housing and all 
these specific needs newcomers have. 
Having the library worker here in 
the APL ‘Living Room’ will allow 
them…to have access without having 
to make an appointment. These days, 
a lot of  these organizations are still 
doing virtual appointments [but] 
for a newcomer, it is not the same…
especially if  you have a language 
barrier.”

These services will be available on 
the third Thursday of  every month 
with a settlement worker who speaks 
several languages. 

“The Library has a very positive 
image in the newcomer community,” 
says Guanxin Hua, Program 
Manager of  Library Settlement 
Partnerships in York Region for 
Catholic Community Services of  
York Region. “It’s a public place, it 
is easy to access, and the Library is 
the first point of  contact for many 
newcomers. Bringing a settlement 
service to where newcomers live 
nearby is to remove the barrier to 
make the service more accessible. 

“People are moving north, 
especially along Yonge Street, which 
is the backbone. There are a lot of  
new development and there’s lots 
of  people in York Region included. 
The population is booming and 
also we noticed that there are quite 
a lot of  senior newcomers. They are 
sponsored by their adult children, 
in many cases they live with their 
children, and they are invisible in a 
way. When you see the household, 
you will see they are not newcomer 
families, but they have a newcomer 
member in their household. The 
library is their place to go.”

The program, Hua adds, focuses 
on providing “good service first” and 
can often reach many newcomers 
through word-of-mouth. 

Country Day School student awarded 
largest Canadian STEM scholarship

By Kim Sillcox

Marianna Speranza received the 
exciting news while driving home 
from rep volleyball practice with her 
parents last month.

She had won a coveted $80,000 
Schulich Leader Scholarship to 
attend Western University where she 
will be studying Computer Science 
and Business Administration at the 
Ivy Business School.

Nominated for her outstanding 
academics and entrepreneurial spirit, 
Marianna is only the second Country 
Day School student to receive this 
award.

She remembers her awareness and 
interest in STEM starting in Grade 
7 when CDSs Computer Science 
teacher, Mr. Moorlag, hosted a 
Hackergal Hackathon where Middle 
School girls took part in a six-hour 
coding marathon working in teams 
of  three to create a video game.

“I was already into video games 
and have always been good at math. I 
already liked computers and playing 
computer games, and Mr. Moorlag 
just brought the subject to life for me. 
His passion helped ignite mine.”

Since then, Marianna has excelled 
in her Computer Science and Math 
courses, as well as Drama and 
English. Her business acumen led 
her to become involved in DECA, 
an international student program 
that prepares emerging leaders and 
entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, 
hospitality and management in 
high schools and colleges around 
the globe, and in Grade 10 she was 

appointed Executive Provincial 
Officer for DECA Ontario.

The following year she became 
Senior Workshop Coordinator for 
HOSA Canada, a student club 
that enables secondary and post-
secondary students to become leaders 
in the healthcare industry by enabling 
them to acquire knowledge, skills 
training and leadership development 
through competition.

Harnessing her entrepreneurial 
spirit, Marianna and her sister 
Stacey ‘19, a third-year student at U 
of  T’s Rotman School of  Business, 
launched their own interview-based 
podcast while quarantining at home 
during the early months of  COVID.

The Business Casual is geared 
toward helping females grow 
professionally and personally.

As the show’s producer, Marianna 

edits each show and creates the 
graphics for their Instagram and 
LinkedIn pages. Now almost into 
their third year, the sisters launch 
two podcasts a month interviewing 
female industry leaders and young 
professionals, and recently signed 
with Business Audio Network by 
Amplified Audio in the United States.

“The Schulich Leaders Award is 
designed to recognize that unique 
individual with a STEM mind and 
an entrepreneurial heart, and that 
is Marianna,” says David Huckvale, 
Director of  Post-Secondary 
Counselling at CDS. “She has 
created, founded and led at CDS and 
beyond. We can’t wait to see what 
comes next.”  

It was Mr. Huckvale who first 
encouraged Marianna to apply 
for the Schulich Award. Marianna 
had been exploring other awards, 
including the Loran, but felt that 
the Schulich embodied what she was 
good at (STEM) and was more “true 
to who she is.”

Apart from the incredible financial 
benefit this scholarship will afford 
her, she is now part of  an esteemed 
network of  national STEM scholars at 
one of  Canada’s leading universities. 
“The networking opportunities will 
be limitless,” Marianna explained.

“We will be assigned mentors from 
Google Canada and each month 
there will be networking sessions with 
Schulich Leader Scholarship alumni, 
and conferences each year with 
leaders in technology. Because I will 
be associated with this scholarship, I 

Pilot project 
will offer 
settlement 
services to 
newcomers 
at Library
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Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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                                     905 -841-0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

FORE!   GOLF IS BACK!

 

Visit promotionalmarketing.ca 
 for your branded golf apparel and

accessories.

PLANNING A GOLF EVENT?   
WE CAN HELP. 

on a variety of incentives to choose from
* Call for details.

Independent Living ┃ Respite & Guest Stays ┃  Personal Care Plans
Limited 

Time Offer

Re-think urged for Aurora’s Community 
Improvement Plan

Council members are urging a re-think 
on Aurora’s Community Improvement 
Plan after uptake from downtown business 
and property owners was less than hoped 
for.

The Town designated the Aurora 
Promenade – the core of  the Yonge and 
Wellington gateways – as a Community 
Improvement Area (CIP), a move which 
included financial incentives to encourage 
long-term private sector investments in 
new and existing developments.

Eligible improvements, including 
façade renovations, would see some 
reimbursements and/or tax relief  through 
the CIP.

After CIP goals fell short, the Town 
initiated a review of  the program to 
determine which goals were ultimately 
met. The resulting report, which was 
presented to Council at last week’s General 
Committee meeting, focuses on four key 
themes: sustainability, heritage, accessibility 
and affordable housing. 

“A few of  the Town’s neighbouring 
municipalities offer accessibility-related 
grants as an eligible expense within their 
Building Restoration and Improvement 

Program,” said Economic Development 
Officer Nick Kazakoff  in the report. “For 
example, the Township of  King offers 
the installation of  automatic doors and 
accessibility ramps as an eligible expense 
in their Property Improvement Grant. 
Similarly, the Town of  Whitchurch-
Stouffville offers eligible expenses for 
barrier-free entry under their Building 
Façade and Signage Loan program. King’s 
maximum eligible grant amount is $10,000 
and Whitchurch-Stouffville is $15,000. 

“The inclusion of  accessibility 
improvement investments in the Aurora 
Promenade CIP could be easily addressed 
by adding them as an eligible expense 
as part of  the Building Restoration, 
Renovation, and Improvement Program 
similar to Whitchurch-Stouffville’s CIP.”

Other neighbouring municipalities 
offer grants related to sustainability, which 
Aurora could also pursue. King, for 
instance, covers improvements to energy 
and water efficiency within buildings, 
with similar programs also instigated in 
Bradford. 

“It is recommended that Aurora 
considers adding eligible expenses related 
to sustainability, such as water efficiency 
upgrades, to their existing Tax-based 
Redevelopment Program,” noted Kazakoff. 
“This approach has been successfully 
demonstrated in close by and comparable 
municipalities. Additionally, Middlesex 
County is a comparable municipality to 
Aurora and has taken the initiative to offer 
an entirely separate CIP initiative that 
includes many important sustainability 
improvements with a maximum eligible 
grant amount of  $7,500. Therefore, Aurora 
may consider adopting a similar program 

for the promenade CIP as it would greatly 
advance sustainability efforts and be within 
an affordable budget range.”

Heritage improvements, he added, were 
already covered within the CIP plans but 
including affordable housing as well could 
be a problem.

“The addition of  an affordable housing 
financial component in the Aurora 
Promenade CIP may be out of  the scope as 
it would require significant cost analysis in 
order to realize any benefit. However, non-
financial incentives could be developed and 
offered under a CIP. For instance, projects 
that offer an affordable or attainable 
housing component might be eligible 
for a streamlined planning process, fee 
deferment plans, or assistance with grant 
applications from the Region, Province, or 
Federal granting levels.”

Reviewing the potential paths forward 
last week, Council members welcomed a 
further look into the new proposed areas 
the CIP could cover, but a missing element 
in the report, noted Councillor Michael 
Thompson, was an analysis on why uptake 
for the existing program was so low. 

“We need to have a frank look at the 
original CIP plan that we rolled out,” 
he said. “We had a lot of  fanfare and 
expectations and hope around it and 
utilized best practices then but there 
was very little uptake. We had very few 
applications and what I would like to see 
this time around are some true measures on 

what a successful plan looks like. It’s great to 
have all of  this, it’s great to stick the money 
aside and provide it where there is merit, 
but at the same time, it is good to have 
some metrics on what our expectation 
is in terms of  the return on investment 
here….in terms of  what we expect on an 
annual basis in terms of  applications so 
we can actually assess whether or not the 
program is successful.”

Councillors Wendy Gaertner and 
Sandra Humfryes offered similar 
viewpoints, with the former requesting 
further information on how these 
programs might be funded going forward.

“We have to put out an expectation in 
some people’s minds,” said Councillor 
Gaertner. “Can we then fulfil the ability 
to be presenting some of  these things, 
even one of  these things, if  there was a 
certain uptake? I think that piece needs 
to be explored before this comes back 
again.”

Added Councillor Humfryes: “I 
am not sure how many businesses or 
organizations utilized this opportunity, but 
there’s so much that can be done with the 
revitalization of  downtowns. It’s coming 
at a perfect time. I hope there’s lots of  
effort put in around how much we need to 
put aside, how it is going to work, and how 
we can make a strong communication 
process so everyone understands what’s 
available to them, what’s in it, and what 
they need to contribute to help as well.”

New areas could 
include accessibility, 
sustainability and 
affordable housing

Inflation will have an 
impact, lawmakers  
are warned

It’s a municipal decision that 
directly impacts your bottom line, 
but is there a lack of  interest in the 
municipal budget process?

That was the question Councillors 
considered last week after a public 
meeting for residents to provide input 
on the Town’s 2023 Capital and 
Operating Budgets attracted zero 
participants.

Councillors met in Council 
Chambers on Tuesday, June 7, for the 
public meeting – which, due to lack of  

input, lasted less than three minutes. 
This year will see the introduction 

of  a new multi-year budget cycle, 
which will set budget targets -- 
including tax increases – for the next 
four years, years which are expected 
to include significant inflation.

“Over the past year and a half, the 
Town’s goods and service prices have 
been subject to significant inflationary 
pressure as a result of  the pandemic 
and war in Ukraine,” said Jason 
Gaertner, Manager of  Financial 
Management for the Town of  Aurora, 
in a report to Council. “Overall, 
inflation for all goods and services has 
averaged around 5 – 6 per cent. More 
specifically, the Town’s typical basket 
of  goods and services has been subject 
to higher inflationary pressures.”

Council looks at ways to engage 
residents in Budget process
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New Release Available

Elia is smart and connected with a fresh, stylish lifestyle. 
Choose from an elite collection of urban townhomes in Newmarket, 
just minutes from highways, GO and more.

Chic Style Meets Smart Design. From the low $1M’s.
Call 1-866-305-ELIA
StateViewHomes.com

Eastern European flavour abounds at MM Bake Shop

Growing up with four sisters in the 
Republic of  Georgia, Mzia spent a lot 
of  time in the kitchen absorbing the 
culinary traditions of  her people while 
putting her own spin on time-tested 
recipes.

They were a family bubbling over 
with big ideas, and this only trebled 
when Mzia came to Canada.

Here, she brought her flavour vision 
to life at a bakery in Thornhill, and 
now in Aurora with MM Bake Shop, 
local foodies can experience the sweet 
flavours of  Eastern Europe with a 
few modern twists right at the Aurora 
Shopping Centre.

Mzia opened the doors of  MM Bake 
Shop last month at the northwest corner 
of  Yonge and Murray Drive. 

Offering a wide array of  sweet and 
savoury baked goods – from cakes to 
cookies and from blintzes to quiches – 
she set out on her vision to create the 
best possible product with the highest 
quality, most wholesome ingredients. 

“After 16 years in Thornhill it was 
time to move on and start a new 
chapter,” she says in her bright and 
airy storefront. “It took us a while, but 
we found Aurora and it was exactly 
what we wanted. It was a lot of  time 
and a lot of  work, but it all worked out 
and hopefully it will be even better!

“Whatever I made at home, I 
brought here. We have the classic 
Eastern European recipes we use as 
well, all from friends in the Ukraine, 
Russia and Moldova as well. We have 
our signature MM Cake which is half  
chocolate and half  vanilla for people 
who come in and can’t decide on one 
flavour. It’s super good but simple, not 
too over-complicated. We keep trying 
to make different stuff  and, with our 
new freezer, it’s going to be full of  our 
ideas.”

Mzia opened her Aurora bakeshop 
bringing most of  what they used in 
the Thornhill area for their initial 
menu. In the first few weeks of  being 
open, there were some tweaks here 
and there and what they offer now 
is a menu that is almost completely 
overhauled to reflect local trends, 

including one particular dessert that 
was in hot demand almost as soon as 
they opened: a fresh, fluffy, and fruity 
Pavlova.

“People have been great and so 
friendly,” she says. “We asked people, 
‘So, what would you like to get?’ 
and whatever they said we tried to 
make new stuff. When they saw our 
merengues everyone kept asking for 
Pavlova. We started with bigger cakes, 
but we saw people don’t necessarily 
want a big cake but a slice of  this or 
that. They want a variety of  things, 

different versions of  pastries and tarts, 
and this has been a success.

“We try to find everything that 
is natural and we try to get the best 
quality,” she adds, noting that as they 
use flour in their kitchen they can’t 
say they offer truly gluten-free, but 
they do offer bakes with wheat flour 
alternatives for those who wish to avoid 
gluten. “When there’s something new 
to offer, we try it first and, if  we don’t 
like it, we don’t want to sell it. 

“Everything is homemade and 
everything is going to taste good!”

Kristina, Mzia and Nicky of MM Bake Shop.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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The inaugural Aurora Performing Arts Festival, 

held Saturday morning at Town Park, was a 

crowd pleaser as audience members found their 

places in front of the band shell to see aspiring 

singers, dancers and actors perform, be evaluated 

by professional judges, and, in the case of the 

top three contestants at various age levels, cash 

prizes. Among the contestants were (clockwise 

from top left) dancer Reese  Stanisci, performer 

Shanaya Birmhan, Samantha Tyler, senior vocal 

finalists Derya, Katelyn, Annie, Jessica, and Olivia, 

and Alissa Gokhshteyn. Auroran photos by Glenn 

Rodger

PERFORMING ARTS FESTIVAL WOWS CROWD
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2022 Teen Idol Olivia Varma is congratulated by 2021 Teen Idol Ysabel Cattle. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

performance, Olivia closed out the first 
annual Aurora Performing Arts Festival 
being crowned the Town’s 2022 Teen 
Idol.

“I am kind of  in a state of  shock,” 
Olivia told The Auroran after receiving 
congratulations from her family 
following her performance. “I am really 
excited and overwhelmed with joy.”

Aurora’s Teen Idol is traditionally 
crowned during the Town’s Canada Day 
celebrations, but this year was different. 

For the first time, the Town partnered 
with Marquee Theatrical Productions 
on a performing arts festival that gave 
local youth the chance to compete not 
just in vocal categories but drama and 
dance as well.

Olivia, a Grade 11 student at 
Cardinal Carter Catholic High School, 
was encouraged by her mother to put 
herself  in contention and she said she is 
so glad she took the chance.

“I have always had a passion for 
singing,” she said. “I don’t know exactly 

where it comes from in my family line, 
but I started when I was little and it is 
definitely something I want to pursue 
when I’m older.

“I really love musical theatre and 
really wanted to perform [Carrie]. I 
take dance lessons and singing lessons, 
musical theatre lessons at Bravo 
Academy, so it all comes together with 
supporting parents who help me out as 
well. I just love sharing my passion with 
others and I am super-excited to sing 
for everybody.”

Olivia was one of  three finalists in 
the Senior Vocal category. 

Joining her, and claiming second 
place, was Katelyn Shulver, a Grade 11 
student at Newmarket’s Sacred Heart 
Catholic High School, a lifeguard 
and swim instructor with the Town of  
Aurora, who wowed the judges with 
“You Used to Be Mine,” a number 
penned by Sara Bareilles for the 
Broadway musical Waitress.

Rounding out the top three was 
Jessica Bell, a Grade 11 student at 
Newmarket’s Huron Heights Secondary 
School, whose performance of  Britney 
Spears’ “Toxic”, as reinterpreted by 
singer-songwriter Melanie Martinez, 
secured her a place on the podium.

“The talent was phenomenal,” 
said event organizer Sheryl Thomas, 
founder of  Marquee. “Of  course, 
there’s always going to be a sound glitch 

here and there, but they were handled 
so professionally it didn’t faze the kids 
and that is always so impressive to me.

“Collectively, the talent was incredible 
and the prizes that came together just 
made everything even that much more 
worthwhile to try and compete for 
something – not just the title, but they 
actually got some goods. The first prize 
winners all got cash -- $100, $200, or 
$300, depending on the age category 
they were in – but they also got some 
scholarships and swag from different 
merchants. This festival is going to be 
on again next year, for sure, only bigger 
and better.”

Additional winners included Melina 
Black-Salmon who took home top 
honours in the Junior Vocal category 
and, in the Intermediate vocals, Alexis 
Chow, who came in first, followed by 
Domenica Castillo in second place, and 
Shanaya Birmhan in third. 

Top prize in Senior Acting went to 
Alissa Gokhshteyn with second prize 
awarded to Zoye Fortier. Prizes in the 
Junior Dance category went to Lily 
Aapter (First), Ella Davies (Second), and 
Maya Trimarchi (Third).  Intermediate 
Dance prizes went to Leah Grassa 
(First), Ella Johnson (Second), and 
Shanaya Birmhan (Third). Senior 
dancers honoured included Sydney 
Magerman (First) and Samantha Tyler 
(Second).

Olivia Varma is Aurora’s 2022 Teen Idol
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Summer Fun!
Enjoy the sounds and delights of
Downtown Aurora this summer!
Great food, great shopping and 

LIVE MUSIC in MACHELL'S ALLEY
 Thursday's from 7-9 pm.

Featuring:
June 2 - Patti McLaughlin
June 9 - Flailing Shalaleighs
June 16 - Glen Marais
June 23 - Manny Degrandis & Ryan Ainsworth 
June 30 - The Motown Boys featuring Juno      
nominated George St. Kitts

For details visit:  www.ExploreAurora.ca/events-calendar

15217 Yonge St. Aurora 

Glenn MaraiGlenn Maraiss

Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.
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Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

Costs related to Parks have seen 
a rise of  approximately 31 per cent, 
while Roads costs have increased by 
29 per cent. Increases are also being 
reported in the areas of  facilities, water, 
wastewater and stormwater services, 
and IT services.

“Recently, the Town has experienced 
price increases higher than these 
amounts for some individual awards,” 
Mr. Gaertner continued. “In many 
instances, capital project contract 
awards are coming in higher than 
available project capital budget 
authority. This could lead to requests 
from staff  in 2022 seeking additional 
capital budget authority to award 
contracts for active capital projects.

“These recently experienced 
inflationary price increases will not 
go away. Rather, the Town’s average 
cost for these items will have increased 
for the long-term and be subject to 
further inflationary pressures. The 
recent Provincial and Federal budgets 
project that inflation will return to a 
more normal pace by 2024, aligning 
with the Bank of  Canada’s overall 
inflationary target of  2 per cent. The 
proposed 2023 budget to be presented 
to Council in December will reflect 
this increased cost of  doing business.”

Despite the anticipated increased 
costs coming down this fall, no 
members of  the public took part in the 
first public session, leading Councillor 
John Gallo to question what the 
Town could do to increase public 
engagement, including holding more 
public sessions.

“I don’t want to repeat what we 
just did because there doesn’t seem 
to be too much value if  we can’t get 
engagement from the public, but I 
think it is the only public meeting on 
our calendar,” he said. “That’s not 
stopping the public from coming to a 
meeting and expressing their opinion 
[but] I will leave it out there if  anyone 
(on Council) sees any value in another 
one later on in the process.”

Carley Smith, Aurora’s Manager 
of  Corporate Communications, said 
residents had provided “quite a bit” 
of  feedback through the Town’s 
Engage Aurora online platform, while, 
through the same channel, a survey 
has been launched with an incentive 
for residents to provide their thoughts. 

But Council agreed that more 
should be done.

“We should continue to look at ways 
to drive engagement and hope for as 
much participation as possible into 
the budget process,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “I would challenge 
Ms. Smith to come up with some other 

ideas or thoughts along those avenues 
to increase participation.”

Added Councillor Wendy Gaertner: 
“There is certainly a significant 
number of  people in Town who do 
not do ‘online’ and are not into social 
media, especially perhaps the older 
generation. I think it would be a good 
idea to at least have the opportunity to 
[engage]…and I would like to make 
sure there is some…opportunity if  
someone does want to come to the 
Council chamber to speak with us.”

Council looks at ways to engage 
residents in Budget process
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The Country Day School offers JK-12 in  
a co-ed, non-denominational environment located  
on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5    
T: 905-833-1972  www.cds.on.ca

Introducing 

The CDS Class of 2022!
Throughout their CDS journey, our students ask themselves, Who Will I Become?  

Upon graduation, they set off in exciting new directions with clarity and conviction, and it is our hope  
that they will leave CDS with these qualities at their core.

 Living
•  Lives life with balance & pursues their  

passion
•  Is independent, confident and resilient,  

and perseveres in the face of setbacks
•  Acts with integrity & honours their  

commitments

 Learning
•  Is a critical thinker & creative problem-

solver who values lifelong learning
•  Can be self-directed & collaborate  

effectively with others as needed
•  Is adaptable & ready for the challenges  

of an ever-changing world

 LeaDing
•  Values diversity & seeks to understand  

others
•  Is a relationship-builder who treats  

people with respect
•  Actively participates in & enriches their 

community

Marianna Speranza 
As a recipient of a 2022 Schulich Leader Scholarship, 

Marianna has served on the DECA Executive,  
Student Council, and Senior Girls’ Volleyball team.  

She is pursuing a dual degree in Computer Science  
and Ivey HBA at Western University.

Tarini amarasinghe 
As a student coordinator for Social Justice, Tarini  

helped lead the charge on diversity and inclusion at  
CDS, and also won accolades both at Mock Trial  

competitions and on the Senior Girls’ Rugby pitch.  
Tarini will be pursuing Life Sciences at McGill University.

arjun Walia 
An accomplished member of the CDS Debating and  
Public Speaking team and co-coordinator of Robotics,  
Arjun was also a member of the Concert Band.  
Arjun will be studying Software Engineering at the  
University of Waterloo.

Maria ivoditova 
Maria captured the overall 2022 World Debating  

Champion title, making her the 4th CDS student to do so 
in seven years, and was also student coordinator  

for the CDS Model United Nations Team. Maria will be 
studying Economics at Brown University.                        

Mason Davis 
An active member of this year’s Student Council,  
integral player on the Senior Boys’ Baseball and  
Basketball teams, and appreciator of history, Mason  
will be studying Engineering and Pre-Ivey Business  
at Western University.

noah Smith 
A co-recipient of the Jon Campbell-Smith Male Athlete 
of the Year Award, Noah has excelled on both the soccer 
pitch and basketball court during his time at CDS. He 
will be studying Business Administration at McMaster 
University. 

Here are a few of our outstanding graduates:

“Having spent 14 years at CDS, I feel as though it is a place  
that fosters passion, that challenges perspective, and that pushes  

me to learn and grow everyday.”
NEYLA KIrbY ’22, DUkE UNIVERSITY

CDS_KWS Gatefold_OBC_2022-06-13_FINAL.indd   1 2022-06-13   11:15 AM

Throughout their CDS journey, our students ask themselves, Who Will I Become?
Upon graduation, they set off in exciting new directions with clarity and conviction, and it is our hope

that they will leave CDS with the following qualities at their core.
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NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.
Unit 1, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7B3
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Your friendly local fl ooring experts
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Robert’s Rant: One reason why 
Tampa Bay will three-peat

By Robert Belardi 
Opinion

The NHL might want to check the 
weather report again, because the forecast 
is most certainly predicting a storm with a 
heavy chance of  dangerous lightning. 

As we head into the Stanley Cup 
finals with Game One having taken 
place yesterday evening between the 
Tampa Bay Lightning and the Colorado 
Avalanche, it is incredibly difficult to 
argue against the back-to-back champs. 

A compelling argument perhaps? 
Absolutely. The Lightning will be up 
against a dangerous Colorado Avalanche 
team with one of  the league’s most 
powerful offences. But as this series goes 
on, each and every point mustered up to 
give you proof  why the Avalanche will 
win it all just might fall precipitously. 

Why, you might ask? Well, there is one 
particular reason for that. His name is 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

He’s only the best goaltender in the 
world. He eradicates everything you love 
in an insidious way until the point you 
have nothing left in you. 

And the Avalanche love goals, but that 
will be particularly difficult to accomplish 
night in and night out. 

In 17 playoff  games this postseason, 
Vasilevskiy is 12-5 with a 2.27 GAA, .928 
save percentage and has one shutout; 
which he obtained in a remarkable 49-
save performance in game four against 
the Florida Panthers. 

After Game Six against the New York 
Rangers, Vasilevskiy is now 8-0 in series 
clinching games, having saved 219 out of  
221 shots, posting a .991 save percentage 
and 0.25 GAA. Yes, you read this right. 
That is absolutely insane. 

Now let’s look at the other side. 
The Avalanche have been using two 
netminders over the course of  this 
postseason due to some injury problems 
for Darcy Kuemper. Both Kuemper and 
Pavel Francouz have had to take care of  
business up until this point. 

In 10 games, Kuemper is 6-2, with a 
2.65 GAA and an .897 save percentage. 
Now Francouz, on the other hand, is 
6-0 with a 2.86 GAA and an .899 save 
percentage. 

The Avalanche have only lost two 
postseason games thus far and both 
came against the St. Louis Blues. But, 
need I remind you, when the Blues had 
Richmond Hill native Jordan Binnington 
in net, the Avalanche had some issues in 
front of  them. 

That was the only time the Avalanche 
went up against a true number one 
netminder. In their first-round series 
against the Nashville Predators, it was 
Connor Ingram. Then it was Binnington 
and Ville Husso. Then, in the conference 
finals, it was Mike Smith. 

But now, this is the first time the 
Avalanche will be looking into the eyes of  
a predator. One that doesn’t let too many 
things pass on by. It will take not just a full-
team effort. It will take everything that 
team has to get this job done. 

The Lightning are the kings of  the 
jungle. They know when to pounce. They 
know when the timing is right and how 
they want to set up their prey. They’ve 
done it for the past two seasons and 
they never have an ounce of  worry in 
them as they go about their business.

Enjoy the series. It will be one you 
won’t want to miss. 

Prediction: Lightning in 6.

By Robert Belardi 

The Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame 
officially unveiled the class of  2022 at 
Aurora Town Council last week. 

Following a lengthy nomination process, 
Marco Di Girolamo, Janice Jones, the late 
Colin Nisbet and Dave Giroux will be 
honoured at the induction celebration this 
year on November 10.

“We’re all excited for these latest 
inductees. It shows again we have amazing 
individuals in our community who are 
going to be added to our amazing honoured 
members already,” said President of  the 
Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame, Javed Khan. 

“We’re very excited about the quality 
of  these inductees, with their backgrounds 
they bring in their respective sport or, in 
one case, being a builder/contributor in 
terms of  what that individual has done in 
our community. It’s just going to be months 
of  celebration.” 

The recipients of  many accolades and 
the makers of  several contributions to 
sport here in Aurora, these individuals 
have made quite the substantial impact on 
the local and global stage.

Nominated as an athlete, rugby 
provided Di Girolamo with everything he 
had dreamed of  and more. 

Since he was 15 years old, Di Girolamo 
went through the ranks and represented 
Canada on the international stage a total 
of  21 times, appearing in the 2003 Rugby 
World Cup, the Commonwealth Games 
in Manchester, UK, and the World Games 
in Japan. 

Locally, he has been an Aurora 
Barbarian since 1993. He led the club 
to five consecutive league titles, three 
provincial cups and was named player of  
the year a total of  10 times. 

Having lived in Aurora since 1973, 
athlete Janice Jones becomes the first 
female swimmer to be honoured into the 
Hall of  Fame. With a woman entering the 
Hall of  Fame for the second consecutive 
year, Khan said he hopes this will continue. 

“We’re hoping that it continues to be 
back-to-back-to-back, and more and more 
female athletes. There’s a lot of  Janice 
Joneses. Female athletes; we had a female 
builder last year, there’s always these 
Janice Joneses and Lois Thompsons in the 
community.” 

Having lived in Aurora since 1973, 
Jones has brought viable knowledge 
and experience to the sport. She joined 
Masters Swimming in 1991 and went 
on to set Ontario and national records in 
50m, 100m and 200m breaststrokes. 

In the Canadian Masters Swimming 
Championships in 1993, Jones came first 
in six events and in 1994, came in the top 
five in two competitions in V Fina World 
Masters Swimming Championships. 

Racing since the 1950s, she was a silver 
medallist at the III Pan American Games 
in Chicago as well. 

The late Colin S. “Pop” Nisbet, 
originally moved to Aurora in 1919 with 
his wife Beverley and their three children 
Colin Keith, Beverley and Douglas. 

In finding Nisbet, Khan alluded to the 
power of  the community.

There are many diamonds to dig up 
and he hopes this will also be something to 
look forward as the years go by. 

Having worked for the greenhouses, 
Nisbet was across the street from the 9-hole 
Aurora Golf  Course. 

Fast-forwarding to when he turned 63, 
Nisbet purchased the Aurora Golf  Course 
because he felt it was being neglected. He 
changed the name to the Highlands Golf  
and Country Club. 

He expanded the course to 18 holes in 
1952, brought in a club house as well as 
changerooms.

After he sold the course in 1956, he 
purchased the former Lloyd Farm at Leslie 
and Vandorf, to open another course. 

And finally, there is none other than 
Dave Giroux. 

Giroux became President of  the Aurora 
Minor Baseball Association in 1999 and 
held that title for 10 years. He was known 
for tripling the size of  the organization 
while keeping prices reasonably low. 

He was also the first president and 
a founding member of  York Simcoe 
Interlock Baseball Association and one of  
the founders of  Sport Aurora in 2005.

In 2014, he pioneered the amalgamation 
between Aurora Minor Baseball and King 
Baseball Association, which is now known 
as Aurora-King Baseball Association. 

In another remarkable year of  
nominations, a huge congratulations from 
The Auroran goes out to all inductees and 
their families. 

Sports Hall of Fame’s  
Class of 2022 is upon us

(Clockwise from 
top left) Marco Di 
Girolamo, Janice 
Jones, Dave 
Giroux and Colin 
Nisbet. 

Contributed 
photos
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LLAARRGGEE 
PPIIZZZZAA 

WITH           TOPPINGS

        LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

$1299

14800 Yonge St, Aurora (905) 758-0606
44  

Order Online at  

www.Papajohns.ca

By Robert Belardi 

Country Day School student Mari 
Pietersen stood on her head to prevent 
a USA comeback, as she and Canada 
defeated the USA 3-2 to capture their 
sixth under-18 women’s world hockey 
championship title. 

Pietersen shut the door in the third 
period stopping all of  the USA’s 10 
shots to hang on for the victory. The 
Country Day School nAetminder had 
29 saves on 31 shots. 

Heading into the tournament, the 
USA had previously won five of  the last 
six gold medals dating back to 2015. 

In the preliminary round of  the 
competition, Canada had suffered a 
brutal 7-0 defeat against their border 
rivals. 

But, in turn, when it came down 
to the final, the Canadians were more 
than ready and immediately jumped 
out to a 3-0 lead. 

Alexa Aubin, Ava Murphy and 
Jocelyn Amos were responsible for 

giving Canada the upper hand.
However, in the second period, the 

USA stormed back with two goals 
in seven seconds thanks to Finley 
McCarthy and Claire Enright. But 
Pietersen, composed and focused, 
recalibrated her stance in between 
the pipes and ensured that puck was 
to never cross the red line for the 
remainder of  the game. She was later 
named player of  the game. 

This has been quite the remarkable 
year for Pietersen as the CDS student 
committed to Boston University’s 
women’s hockey program back in 
December. 

Director of  Communications and 
Marketing at CDS, Kim Sillcox shared 
that Pietersen had set her sights on 
Boston University since grade nine. 

The BU Terriers, pursued the 
local netminder, following a showcase 
tournament with the Aurora Panthers 
roughly three years ago. 

Pietersen helped Canada capture 
their sixth gold medal at the U18 worlds.  

Community raises $51k in honour of 
late soccer star 

By Robert Belardi 

The community has raised $51,500 
through GoFundMe in honour of  
the late St. Andrew’s College soccer 
star Ali Abubakar Gharib. 

On Monday, May 16, Gharib 
was taken to Sunnybrook Hospital 
in Toronto in critical condition 
and on life support following a 
medical emergency. He remained at 
Sunnybrook and in care up until his 
passing on June 5. 

Funds raised will support funeral 
expenses, travel costs for Gharib’s 
family to come to Canada from 
Kenya and all remaining funds 
will be used to fund a program in 
Gharib’s honour. 

As per the GoFundMe page, 
Gharib came to St. Andrew’s College 
from Kenya to be a student-athlete 
at the school. 

“His teammates looked up to him 
for his technical prowess, and he 
has helped countless players better 
develop and hone their skills both on 
and off  the pitch,” said GoFundMe 
campaign organizers online.

It was back in 2017 when his hard 

work and dedication to the sport was 
rewarded when he received a call up 
at just 14-years-old to Kenya’s U-20 
national soccer camp. He was widely 
known as a creative attacking player 
and excelled as a part of  Ascent 
Soccer. 

As a part of  Ascent’s campus 
located in Uganda, he fought for a 
global scholarship, which provided 
Gharib the opportunity to come to 
St. Andrew’s College. 

“Over his three years in Canada, 
Ali was a creative force on the field, 
in the classroom, and on the stage 
participating in numerous drama 
productions. With his many soccer 
and academic skills, Ali was set to 
attend the University of  Dayton in 
Ohio this September making him 
Ascent Soccer’s first global scholar 
to earn an NCAA Division 1 soccer 
scholarship.” 

Kind words of  support from 
teammates and families who knew 
Gharib can be seen beneath the 
story. 

To donate or to view the 
GoFundMe page, visit gofundme.
com and search “Honouring Ali.”

CDS goaltender leads  
Canada to glory

Ali Abubakar Gharib
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CROSSWORD

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Partners in

Value beyond numbers

Brian Roberts 
CPA, CGA, LPA

Your Business

NOW OPEN for
In-Person Appointments
At no cost to you!  Walk-ins Welcome!

This Employment Ontario service is funded 
in part by the Government of Canada and the 
Government of Ontario.

RNC           Employment
 Servi ces

REGISTER NOW! 905-727-3777
222 Wellington Street East, 
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 4:30 pm  
The views expressed in the publication are the views of the Service 
Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Province. The 
Government of Ontario and its agencies are in no way bound by any 
recommendations contained in this document.

Job Searching? 
       Need to Hire?
Our Job Search and Employer programs and services 
help job seekers create a successful job search campaign 
and employers find the right candidate!
l Career Counselling       l Workshops   
l Job Postings            l Job Development  
l Hiring and Training Incentives  *Eligibility Guidelines Apply

www.rncemploymentservices.ca 
Virtual appointments available upon request. COVID Screening & Masks required.

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
today’s costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

will want to be even more involved 
as a leader at Western. It adds a 
little more pressure on my end as I 
will want to live up to the name of  a 
Schulich leader.”

According to program founder 
Seymour Schulich, “This group 
of  100 outstanding students will 
represent the best and brightest 

Canada has to offer and will make 
great contributions to society, both on 
a national and global scale. With their 
university expenses covered, they 
can focus their time on their studies, 
research projects, extracurriculars, 
and entrepreneurial ventures. 
They are the next generation of  
entrepreneurial-minded, technology 
innovators.”

“Newcomers know where other 
newcomers are, so they will come 
gradually,” she says. “Newcomers first 
need support, but each and every one 
of  them have their own experience, 
their own skills, and they are eager to 
contribute back. This is always our 
intention. We’re providing support for 
them first but we also want to create 
an opportunity for them to contribute 
back to the community. I hope all 
the community members are aware 
that they are not only just the service 
recipients, they are contributors too. 
It has really enriched our community, 
we can learn from each other, and it 
will expand the horizon for everyone’s 
experience.”

Feedback, notes Olguinl, will help 
determine future programming, 
including whether the pilot program 
will become a permanent fixture in APL’s 
offerings. 

“Having the settlement worker in 
Aurora speaking to the newcomers, 
having one on one meetings, will also 
help the Library to see the needs of  the 
community, whatever the needs of  those 
newcomers to the community are, and 
help the Library plan programs for the 
future,” she says. “If  you don’t speak 
English, how can you find a job? They 

have different needs but those are the 
most basic needs: learning the language 
so they can start building a life in Canada 
and having that integration into society. 
We help them with that, we run programs, 
we have an English conversation we offer 
once a month and we offer newcomer 
book discussion groups in partnership 
with Library Settlement Partnerships 
that help newcomers – that is the hope: 
practice their English skills and at the 
same time make them more confident 
when they are talking to people in English.

“Usually when you come to Canada 
from another country and have a Master’s 
degree, a PHD or whatever it is…the 
credentials are sometimes not recognized 
so they have to come here and when they 
realize, ‘I was a doctor back home I can’t 
come here and just start working.’ Even if  
their English is at a good level, they have 
to start exploring other options where 
they can succeed without having those 
specific credentials or start exploring 
careers where they want to go back to a 
very specific career – how can I transition? 
What do I need to do to teach in Canada? 
Public libraries are an essential part of  the 
community.”

For more information on the pilot program, 
which begins this Thursday, June 16, and 
another related APL programs, visit aurorapl.
ca.

From page 11

Pilot project will offer settlement 
services to newcomers at Library

Country Day School student awarded 
largest Canadian STEM scholarship



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 16, 2022Page  22

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
CLEANERS

FLOORING

PEST CONTROL

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE  
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there when they do
...advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory      
Call 905-727-3300   

Ext. 102

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
QUARANTEED

Quality Trim  
& Flooring

2.19/ft
Wholesale price

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

(647) 907-7470
www.pearlknstructions.com
1153 Canal Rd, Bradford ON

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

THINGS 
You Ought To Know

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Aurora Historical Society: Have you ever 

wanted to try hand embroidery? In this 
introductory workshop, you will start a small 
wall hanging using this easy-to-learn heritage 
needlecraft. Workshop includes all materials. 
No previous experience required. Taking 
place in the beautiful Hillary House National 
Historic Site Ballroom. Enjoy a short tour 
of  Hillary House and shop in the Gift Shop. 
Pre-registration required. 1 – 4 p.m. Tickets: 
$25/person and can be purchased on the 
AHS website: aurorahs.com/beginners-
hand-embroidery-workshop

Please note, the Ballroom is located on 
the second floor of  Hillary House and is not 
accessible. No refunds. COVID-19 safety 
procedures in place.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22 
Aurora Historical Society Virtual Speaker 

Series – 7 p.m. Members $8.50/person, 
Non-Members $10.50/ person. Canadian 
pianist, Dr. Penny Johnson treats audiences 
to humorous and poignant stories from the 
great pianists of  the past. The program 
draws upon unique material from a variety 
of  historic piano texts, memoirs, interviews 
and articles. Accompanied by pictures, the 
program offers a friendly and engaging 
glimpse behind the scenes of  such figures 
as Franz Liszt, Benno Moiseiwitsch, Artur 
Rubinstein, Constance Keene and even the 
pet dog of  Richard Wagner. This program 
is suitable for piano-enthusiasts of  all ages. 
Tickets for the virtual talk can be secured at 
aurorahs.com.

FRIDAY, JUNE 24
Aurora Historical Society Golf  

Tournament – 1 p.m. Enjoy a round of  golf  
at Aurora’s historic Westview Golf  Course in 
support of  Hillary House National Historic 
Site and know that your support dollars will 
be doubled! Register as an individual, or in 
sets of  four. $99 /per player. Registration 
price includes: one round of  golf  on the 
tournament day; refreshments; cart. This 
event will be a shotgun start at 1 p.m. Play 
games and bid on auction items. Sponsorships 
available too! All participants must follow the 
COVID-19 safety and health regulations in 
place at the golf  course. Visit the AHS to 
register aurorahs.com/golf-tournament-0.

JUNE 25 – 26
I.D.E.A. | Your Voice, Our Community 

– A Symposium for Visual and Performing 
Artists & Facilitators exploring Inclusivity, 
Diversity, Equity & Accessibility. The Aurora 
Cultural Centre welcomes artists, facilitators 
and members of  the arts community for 
a vibrant weekend of  inspiring keynotes, 
incredible performances and workshops. 
Special guest speakers and facilitators include 
Lakehead University 1st Indigenous Chair 
for Truth and Reconciliation in Canada Dr. 
Cynthia Wesley-Esquimaux, ABC President 
Phiona Durrant, performing artists Taylor 
James McKinnon, Mimi O’Bonsawin, 
Lucas Tensen – and so many more. Offered 
at no charge, with meals provided in the 
beautiful event setting of  CFWI The 
Armoury. Advance registration is required as 
spaces are limited. For info and to register, 
visit auroraculturalcentre.ca/idea/

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
Constellations Music Festival in Aurora 

Town Park. Celebrating a night of  Afro-
Cuban, Brazilian and Haitian music from 7 – 
9:45 p.m. Free. Featuring three great bands. 
Okan – Juno Award-winning Afro-Cuban 
roots; Tio Chorinho with Flávia Nascimento 
in a six-piece ensemble playing Brazilian 
choro music, and Montreal-based Haitian 
musician Wesli with his seven-piece band. 
You’ll be on your feet all evening long! A 
presentation of  the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
offered at no charge thanks to support from 
Heritage Canada and Ontario Presents. 
Bring your picnics, lawn chairs and the 
family! No registration required. For info, 
visit auroraculturalcentre.ca

ON NOW
Backstories: The Researching Artist as 

Traveller & Interviewer, a solo exhibition 
by Andrew Cheddie Sookrah and presented 
by the Aurora Cultural Centre, exhibits 
paintings, drawings, and sculptures taken 
from Sookrah’s life as both traveller and artist. 
Recognized for his bright and expressive 
technique, Sookrah takes us on a journey 
through Haida Gwaii, Gros Morne, and 
many other places – including the intimate 
solitaries of  his studio during a time of  limited 
movement. To book your free appointment to 
our Gallery on the 2nd floor of  Aurora Town 
Hall, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca

CONTINUING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille 

les ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones 
aux débutants capables de converser) - 

qui cherchent à mettre en pratique leurs 
compétences Conversationnelle en français. 
Over Zoom with a nominal fee of  $2.50. 
RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagez-
le-francais. For more information, email 
partagez.york@outlook.com.

* * * * 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full 

Circle Program textile recycling and donation 
program. In the current COVID climate, 
a greater number of  people are wanting to 
donate or get rid of  unwanted items, increasing 
the need for more outlets being available to 
receive the items. This program will provide 
a convenient way for people to donate or get 
rid of  used/unwanted clothing, blankets, linens 
and furniture and will help lessen the amount 
of  items ending up in landfills. Materials that 
were previously perceived as waste will now be 
seen as a valuable resource further encouraging 
redistribution. The items will be recycled in the 
following ways: To be given to individuals who 
are survivors of  violence and are transitioning 
from shelters into new homes; To be sold in 
our store; To be sold to a textile recycler, which 
makes for an ongoing source of  funding for 
Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their 
services to the thousands of  people that require 
them each year. When and Where: Monday 
and Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
with 30-minute time slots – only 1 drop off  per 
time slot. If  you do not have an appointment, 
we cannot accept your donation. The Abuse 
Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham 
St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. 
Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  
time slot.
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From page 1

HELP WANTED SERVICESGARAGE SALE

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

CARS WANTED

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

CDS is hiring for an: 
Associate Custodian Supervisor

Permanent, Full-Time
Commencing immediately
Posting closes Friday, July 1st

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment
Apply to: careers@cds.on.ca

COST CONTROL (ONTARIO)
JOB ID# 22001
LOCATION: King City, Ontario
REPORTS TO: Cost Control Supervisor
POSITION OVERVIEW: The position will perform Cost Control functions.
RATE: $20-26 per hour

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Receive timesheets from field Supervisors
• Review timesheets for accuracy, including cost allocations
• Determine and calculate, where applicable, travel and living allowances
• Input data into spreadsheets and submit to meet weekly Payroll deadlines
• Identify billable items, code for accounting purposes and input into cost tracking system
• Prepare and issue invoices to clients
• Follow up on Accounts Receivables
• Potential for Remote Work

QUALIFICATIONS: 
• Experience with Construction Trade Union agreements an asset
• Advanced computer skills, Excel and Word
• Accounting experience an asset
• Organized and detail oriented
• Able to multitask
• Able to work independently or as part of a team
• Strong English skills, verbal and written

CLOSING DATE:
MAY 30, 2022
Open to Canadian 

residents only.

We thank all interested 
applicants however only those 

selected for an interview 
will be contacted.

Email resumes to:
hr@rbsomerville.com

LOVE GARDENING? 
Looking for a mature 
woman with spare 
time to tend to a large 
property with multiple 
garden beds. Weeding 
and maintenance two 
times a week for 3 hours 
each at $25 per hour. 
Call Susan at 416-
678-4384 or email to 
blebar@rogers.com.

P A R T - T I M E 
GARDEN HELP 
wanted for my large 
Country Garden. 
Approx 4-5 hours/
week. Flexible hours. 
Transportation needed. 
Contact Jean: 416-464-
5241

YARD SALES! 
Multi-family! Wells St. & Connaught Ave., AURORA: 

Sat. June 18 @ 8 am

MARY LAKE
MONESTARY GROUNDS

June 18 & 19, June 25 & 26
July 1, 2, 3 & 4, July 9 & 10

10am-4pm
13760 Keele St. and 15th 

Sideroad North of King Road.

it is still most certainly best and may be 
required by the facility to wear a mask. 

“Regarding transit, while York 
Region Transit, the TTC, among 
others, will no longer require masking 
on vehicles and property, for your 
safety and peace of  mind, as well as 
the safety and peace of  mind of  others 
in the community, I would still strongly 
recommend you wear a mask in all 
transit settings.”

Maintaining mask mandates for 
Mobility on Demand services, he 
added, was a “wise and prudent policy” 
given the potential “vulnerability” 
of  paratransit users, as well as out 
of  concern for their comfort and 
wellbeing. 

Ministry of  Long-Term Care 
guidance, he added, still requires 
masking in retirement and long-
term care settings – a “prudent and 
necessary” measure.

“In general, please be kind to anyone 
who is not comfortable with the current 
situation knowing that COVID-19 is still 
very transmissible and present within the 
community,” Dr. Pakes said, adding that 
wastewater signals are not yet showing a 
“rapid” decrease in the virus locally.

That being said, hospital admissions 
across York Region are about half  
of  what they were a month ago – a 
“great” development, he said – but these 
numbers are still “too persistently high 
and stable” at more than 500 admitted 
patients.

“Unfortunately, the acute care system 
is far from pre-pandemic care levels 
with a significant backlog of  cases and 
ongoing healthcare worker capacity 
challenges,” said Dr. Pakes. “We’re 
looking forward to a summer that will 
likely look very similar to pre-COVID 
times for most of  us, but in the Public 
Health and Healthcare world, and for 
many residents who need those services, 
things will still not be normal.

“We know a seventh COVID wave 
is very likely in the fall and winter, 
both because of  waning immunity and 
waning vaccine protection. Our goal 
over the summer is to get cases as low 
as possible so that they are starting from 
a much lower level as we go into the 
fall.”

Council looks at ways to engage 
residents in Budget process Inflation 
will have an impact, lawmakers  
are warned

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983
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Saturday, June 25, 2022    7 – 9:45 pm 
Aurora Town Park 

A U R O R A  C U LT U R A L  C E N T R E  P R E S E N T S

AuroraCulturalCentre.ca

Constellations 
Music Festival
Under One Sky                                    

7:00-7:45pm

Okan
Celebrated JUNO award 
winners fuse their Afro-Cuban 
roots with jazz, folk and  
global rhythms.

9:00-9:45pm

Wesli
Famed, JUNO award-winning 
7-piece Montreal band bring 
together Haitian voudou,  
rara and reggae! 

8:00-8:45pm

Tio Chorinho 
with Flávia 
Nascimento
Brazillian soul and jazz 
brilliantly woven together by 
Canada’s leading ensemble  
for choro music! 

FREE EVENT 
IN TOWN PARK!

Made Possible by the Department of Canadian Heritage                              with the assistance of 

Sustaining Partner

FREE Concert 
in the Park
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Nascimento
Brazillian soul and jazz 
brilliantly woven together by 
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Celebrating 50 Years 
of Education with Balance.

www.cds.on.ca/PortraitOfaGrad

Look for the centre spread in  
next week’s paper to see where our  

88 graduates are heading next!

Learn more about the qualities of  
a Country Day School graduate on the  

back page of this newspaper.

Congratulations 
to the Class 

of 2022! 
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As we strive to achieve 
our goals, let’s not 

focus on the outcome, 
but enjoy the journey. 
The experiences and 

relationships we develop 
along the way will likely 
become more valuable  

to us in the end.” 
AdAm KArAbAtsos ’22 

VAledicToriAn and
cdS lifer, hAVing ATTended cdS Since JK

‘‘

cdS offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational  
environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King. 

www.cds.on.ca
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