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WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE – Enthusiastic crowds filled “The Jungle” at the Aurora 
Community Centre on Saturday afternoon for a very special game hosted by the Aurora Tigers – 
including Tony and Aiden who brought a sign to signal their support for the home team. For more, 
see Page 17.        Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

When you come to this country with 
very little money in your pocket, the 
cost of  bus fare could be the one thing 
between you and getting the job of  your 
dreams.

This is an issue that has been 
recognized by the Aurora Black 
Community (ABC) Association and will 
be addressed as Black History Month 

draws to a close with the launch of  the 
“I Believe” grant.

Two grants will be awarded to 
community members during a special 
virtual closing ceremony this Saturday, 
February 26, at 5 p.m. – an evening 
which will also see the ABC hand out 
awards for allyship within Aurora and 
York Region.

The I Believe grant, which is still 
accepting nominations and applications 
through Friday, is intended to help 
“people of  colour to have some seed 

money to help actualize a dream they 
have been working on to help them get 
their own vocation or income,” says 
Rebekah Murdoch, Vice President of  
the ABC. 

“Quite often you come here with not 
much else, especially if  you’re a refugee 
and had to leave all that behind,” she 
says. “Just a little teeny bit of  money 
can get you a bus ticket to go to that 
perfect job that could change your life. 
It doesn’t have to be a lot to facilitate 

Elder abuse has long been identified by 
CHATS (Community & Home Assistance 
to Seniors) as a hidden crime, but as more 
people have found themselves homebound 
during the global pandemic, it is a crime 
that is being tackled with renewed focus by 
the organization.

COVID has had a “significant impact” 
on frustration, anxiety and other mental 

Black History Month celebrations will 
conclude with grants to help community 
members achieve dreams

Elder abuse a renewed 
focus for CHATS

jeffgordonproperties.com
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SUNDAY SKATE – Black History Month and Family Day came together at Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park on Sunday as the Aurora Black Community 
Association, Sport Aurora, the Central York Girls Hockey Association, and the Town teamed up for a free public skate. The “Diversity on the Ice” event was 
intended to break down barriers and encourage more people to get involved in winter sports. Pictured above on the rink are Councillors Harold Kim and 
John Gallo, Adrian Martin, Ron Weese of Sport Aurora, Councillor Sandra Humfryes, Phiona Durrant, Mayor Tom Mrakas, and Naomi. This was just one 
of several Family Day events held throughout the weekend including a return of the Town’s Arctic Adventure celebrations. For more, see Pages 18 & 19.

                                        Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Getting a COVID-19
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serious outcomes
Kids age five and older are eligible
for first and second doses
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Public Health encourages youth to get boosters 
with expanded eligibility

Youth between the ages of  12 to 17 are 
now eligible to receive their COVID-19 
booster following expanded eligibility 
from the Provincial Government.

The expansion was announced 
last Monday as part of  the Province’s 
accelerated reopening plan.

Now that capacity limits have been 
lifted in many venues, the next steps 
are slated to come into effect on March 
1, including the lifting of  all capacity 
limits in indoor public settings that 
have not already had their capacity 
limits lifted.

The Province will also lift proof-
of-vaccination requirements for 
“all settings at this time,” allowing 
businesses and other settings the 

option of  choosing to require proof-of-
vaccination in their own settings.

“Youth between the ages of  12 
and 17 can receive a booster dose six 
months or 168 days after the receipt of  
their second dose,” said Dr. Richard 
Gould, Associate Medical Officer 
of  Health for the Region of  York on 
Monday. “Please don’t hesitate to walk 
into any York Region Public Health 
Clinic for your vaccine. With 89 per 
cent of  York Region residents aged 
12 plus having two doses, there is no 
reason to hold back on receiving your 
booster dose now.

“York Region Public Health and 
partner vaccination clinics, as well as 
many local pharmacies currently have 
capacity to provide first, second and 
booster doses to all who are eligible. 
Recent Ontario studies show that the 

booster dose is 95 per cent effective 
in preventing hospitalization or 
severe illness from Omicron, which is 
substantially higher than just two doses. 
Booster doses are a key to reopening 
our community and we strongly 
recommend everyone who is eligible to 
get a booster dose as soon as possible.”

But that reopening, he said, must 
be done in consideration of  the 
fact that the Omicron variant is still 
transmissible in the community.

“This past week, we continued to see 
a decrease in hospitalizations and ICU 
admissions, which is very encouraging 
news. The burden on our hospital and 
healthcare system, however, is still quite 
high and we need to remain cautious 
as we further re-open. Last week, 
restrictions in Ontario were lifted earlier 
than expected because of  the progress 
we have made with vaccinations 
and your continued sacrifices. With 
an increase in gathering limits and 
capacity in public spaces, I want to 
remind everyone that while this is great 
news for our mental wellbeing and our 
economy, we have to remain cautious. 
Omicron is still transmissible and we 
must continue to follow the public 
health measures that remain in place 
like wearing a mask and maintaining 
social distancing where you can.

“Thanks to these measures, we have 
been able to fast track the re-opening 
of  our community. Lifting restrictions 
further and eliminating the Proof  of  
Vaccination where businesses choose to 
do so are planned as of  March 1. This 
ambitious reopening plan depends 
on continued improvements in health 
care and public health indicators, and 
our collective willingness to continue 
following public health advice. 
Remain at home if  you’re showing any 
COVID-19-like symptoms. We know 
this is frustrating to hear, but we all 
want to see the end of  this pandemic 
so we can continue to move forward 

and return to a type of  normalcy in our 
communities.”

LOCAL STATS
As of  Tuesday, February 22, Aurora 

was experiencing 16 confirmed active 
cases of  COVID-19, according to York 
Region Public Health. 

But, as the Region notes, this 
number is an under-estimate of  the 
real number. 

“With rapid transmission of  Omicron 
and recent provincial changes in testing 
eligibility and case management, 
case counts and outbreaks reported 
through the COVID-19 in York 
Region interactive dashboard are an 
under-estimate of  the true number 
of  individuals with COVID-19 and 
outbreaks in York Region,” the Region 
stated at the start of  January, adding case 
counts should be treated with caution. 
“Public Health units across Ontario are 
prioritizing case management of  high-
risk individuals and settings. Workplace 
outbreaks are no longer reported.”

The Region is no longer reporting 
source of  exposure for active cases.

Since the start of  the global pandemic, 
York Region Public Health had been 
able to confirm 4,195 PCR-confirmed 
cumulative cases of  COVID-19 in 
Aurora as of  February 22. 4,118 cases 
are now marked as resolved. There 
have been 61 fatalities attributed to the 
virus.

The 61st victim confirmed by York 
Region Public Health was an 85-year-
old woman who was exposed to the 
virus in an institutional outbreak at 
Southlake Regional Health Centre. She 
died Thursday, February 17 after first 
testing positive on February 2. She was 
asymptomatic.

89.5 per cent of  Aurora residents 
aged 5 and up have received at least one 
dose of  a COVID-19 vaccine, while 
86.8 per cent had received two doses by 
the start of  the week.
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so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 20
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The Future of learning is 
coming to York Region

Markham Campus Opening Fall 2023

Join us in creating positive change at yorku.ca/markham

Alma Durkin displays a hand-knit heart, one of many 
she sold in her seniors’ community to raise money for 
the Heart & Stroke Foundation. 

Durkin, 95, wears “heart” on 
her sleeve as she continues 
work to help community

If  she sees an area that needs a 
helping hand, and she’s able to do so, 
Alma Durkin isn’t afraid of  getting her 
hands dirty.

Growing up in the United Kingdom 
during the Second World War, she 
signed up to be a “Land Girl” to keep 
the country – and the Commonwealth 
– fed during the conflict.

As a long-time resident of  Aurora, 
she drew upon these experiences of  
getting “stuck in” at the start of  the 
global pandemic to mobilize her 
Ardrill Crescent community, armed 
with little more than an iPad, to help 
stock shelves at the Aurora Food 
Pantry.

Now living in seniors’ community 
on Aurora’s east side, she didn’t let 
being a newcomer in a bustling new 
complex get in the way of  continuing 
her community-building efforts.

This month – and this time armed 
with just a bit of  yarn and some 
nimble fingers – she had almost her 
entire community wearing their 
hearts on their sleeves to raise much-
needed funds for the Heart & Stroke 
Foundation.

“To tell you the truth, I was kind of  
down in the dumps and my son-in-law 
said, ‘Alma needs a project,’” says Ms. 
Durkin with characteristic modesty. “I 
did something for the Food Bank and 
different things like that previously 
and he knew that. He thought with 
Valentine’s Day coming up, it would 
be a good idea to do something and 
I just got a ball of  red yarn and 
started knitting hearts. I didn’t have a 
pattern or anything, but it was pretty 
easy and I started with 10 hearts and 
they just went, so I just kept doing it. 
I couldn’t tell you how many I made 

as I didn’t keep count of  it, but we 
ended up with quite a lot of  money.” 
The initiative, which was carried out 
solely within The Meadows of  Aurora, 
raised nearly $600 for the Foundation.

Ms. Durkin, who was a resident of  
Ardill Crescent for nearly 40 years, 
moved into The Meadows last year 
when it was clear her husband of  72 
years, himself  a veteran of  the Second 
World War, needed more help than she 
was able to provide as a sole caregiver 
at home.

It was a tough adjustment for the 
gregarious senior, but after a few stops 
and starts, she found her community 
within her new community and loves 
the place.

“It is a wonderful place,” she says. 
“The people are just beautiful, kind 
– and the food is amazing, but that is 
besides the point!”

But the people were more than 
willing to help with her initiative, she 
says.

“Everybody loved the hearts and 
they just kept asking each other, ‘Where 
did you get that?’ The girl at the front 
desk kept telling me, ‘They’re just going 
like crazy. It went really, really well. I 
was amazed and so happy.”

Alma’s “project” helped her adjust 
and she says she is now “teasing” her 
fellow residents and staff  on future 
projects that might catch her eye.

“Easter is coming, Christmas is 
coming, this is coming, that is coming, I 
am making jokes about the whole thing, 
but I don’t know what the next one will 
be, but I am sure I am going to be up 
to something because this is a huge 
complex with a lot of  people,” she says. 
“I could see a project could get to be 
really quite big. I don’t know if  I would 
be able to keep up with that or not, but 
I might have to ask for help. The hearts 
were all done with just my fingers, and 
I am 95, you know!” 
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The February 1 edition of  The 
Auroran printed a picture of  the 
hoisting of  the Pan-African flag at 
Town Hall.

February 1 is the start of  Black 
History month and this event marked 
the importance of  celebrating Black 
History in our society.

The Pan-African flag is a symbol of  
freedom for Black Americans.

Pan-Africanism aims to encourage 
and strengthen bonds of  solidarity 
between a worldwide movement 
starting about 1900, illustrating the 
struggles of  the American people 
against enslavement, poverty and 
colonization. At its core, pan-
Africanism is the belief  that “African 
people both on the (African) continent 
and in the diaspora share not merely 
a common history but a common 
destiny.” 

By the late 20th Century, the flag 
began to represent countries outside 
of  the United States.

A movement was being developed 
to promote the black culture and 
identity and in doing so creates a 
unifying and uplifting force among 
Africans that pan-Africanism set out 
to achieve.

A flag was developed in the 1920’s 
in response to racism and it has three 
colours: red, black and green. 

The colour red symbolizes blood, 
Black clearly relates to skin colour to 
those members of  the African race, 
and the colour of  green relates to the 
land (Africa) where they lived and that 
grew crops.

The flag unifies Blacks and it is a 
reminder that progress in equity has 
been made, but there is still a long 
road to equality in society. (Sidney 
Clark).  

Steve Garvey, a Jamaican activist, 
founded the Universal Negro 
Improvement Association (UNIA) 
and African Communities League.

He established the organization to 
promote anti-colonialism and Black 
nationalism.

In the 1960s, the Pan-American 
flag became a symbol for the Black 
Liberation movement.

Today, the flag seen is as a universal 
symbol for social change, freedom 
and political power for Black people.  
(Sidney Clark)

Hopefully, in the future, there are 
more educational programs to tell us 
the history of  Blacks in Canada and 
in other countries.

Jim Jackson
Aurora

As police began to clear members 
of  the so-called “Freedom Convoy” 
from the heart of  our nation’s capital, 
a notification on a social media channel 
popped up, alerting me that a long-time 
connection was on their way to the heart 
of  Ottawa.

Given the fact this had been going on 
for the better part of  three weeks, I had 
to question what their motivations were 
in heading up there at the eleventh hour.

Was it to make one last “stand” in 
the alleged name of  our freedom? Was 
it just to say they had been there, only 
to stand back and watch the kudos from 
like-minded friends and acquaintances 
on social media?

Was it a way to swoop in at the last 
minute just in case the Government 
caved to their lengthy and never seeming 
to be set-in-stone list of  demands? 
Probably not, so the kudos angle seems 
the most likely explanation.

The comments duly trickled in as the 
two-person convoy motored to join the 
remainders. By the time they got there, 
the inevitable social media broadcast 
began.

At first, the video was just a showcase 
of  cacophony: people milling about, the 
din of  white noise drowning out anything 
intelligible. The only thing that could be 
clearly heard was a rousing rendition of  
“O Canada” as the “protestors” shuffled 
about Bank Street.

The video’s host began some colour 
commentary after the first few bars and 
said, and I’m paraphrasing here, that it 
was just a sea of  “love” and positivity 
out there.

Aside from the fact that most of  these 
videos proclaiming peace, light, and 
whatever else the talking points might 
be almost invariably feature a group of  
people in the background literally singing 
Canada’s praises, some of  the images 
in the background accompanying the 
soundtrack told a slightly different story.

Personally, I couldn’t quite square the 
circle of  this connection belting out an 
officially-designated song of  the Great 
White North with an upside-down 
Canadian flag 

flapping in the winter breeze behind 
their head.

Now that the cleanup is underway in 
Ottawa, the country can begin to look 
back forensically on what has transpired. 
Some are following the money, some 
are following the individuals, some are 
trying to suss out just who the “few” bad 
actors were who came along and diluted 

what was, some argued, a very clear 
message.

Protests are a dime a dozen in our 
nation’s capital – and in the capitals 
of  pretty much any nation that enjoys 
freedom. And yes, readers, we still do 
enjoy freedom despite the fact some 
circumstances presently require – and 
long before COVID required – people 
to don protective masks and/or be 
vaccinated.

But this one, as I am sure people on 
any side of  this debate will agree, was 
something different.

The anger – and I am not saying the 
anger was anything but genuine – was 
off  the charts, alternate views were 
presented as alternative realities, and 
any opportunities to have productive 
discussions or discourse quickly went 
out the window.

These discussions appeared to be 
unwanted, but they were needed – and 
oh so necessarily.

I was struck by the fact that 
participants and supporters kept pushing 
the line that these protests were peaceful 
despite placards surrounding them with 
messages that there were anything but; 
that the desecration of  the National 
War Memorial’s Tomb of  the Unknown 
Soldier was one rambunctious person 
who got carried away when persons on 
the ground removed fencing around 
the landmark, the most potent symbol 
of  the people who fought and died 
for the freedoms they claimed to be 
protecting, to continue the desecration; 
that there was peace and love in the air 
as participants sang, honked their horns, 
and performed all manner of  noise 
throughout the night, driving everyday 
Ottawans to distraction; that their 
efforts were to help bolster businesses 
negatively impacted by mask mandates 
when their actions led to the (hopefully) 
temporary shuttering of  many businesses 
in Ottawa and to small, independent 
business owners losing untold thousands 

in revenues in the process; that they 
were there to fight for the rights of  
all Canadians, but remained largely 
silent on the challenges to freedom still 
being experienced by First Nations and 
BIPOC Canadians.

In my opinion, many of  the 
participants needed a swift reality 
check, but does “reality” matter less now 
here, as it sadly seems to in the United 
States? That’s a question that will need a 
longer-term examination to answer, but, 
if  anything, I hope what we experienced 
through the “Freedom Convoy” will be 
a reality check for Canadians at large.

Throughout the duration of  the 
occupation, as the lived experiences 
shared by people who call Ottawa home 
became ever more present on our radars, 
many people said of  Canada, “This isn’t 
who we are.”

The problem is, “This isn’t who we 
are?” is the go-to whenever something 
happens that doesn’t fit into the national 
image many of  us have bought into.

This isn’t who we are when a convoy 
all but takes our nation’s capital hostage.

This isn’t who we are when families 
are struck down on a leisurely walk all 
because of  the colour of  their skin or 
their country of  origin.

This isn’t who we are when a gunman 
opens fire in a place of  worship.

This isn’t who we are when our First 
Peoples lose access to clean drinking 
water.

Maybe that’s why many people seem 
to have sadly lost interest in the thousands 
of  unmarked graves associated with 
Residential Schools after the initial 
discovery of  215, then 500, and then 
topping 700. Nobody said, “This isn’t 
who we are,” in that instance as history 
is hard to ignore. Perhaps it was an 
uncomfortable reality that simply didn’t 
jive with the comforting idea of  national 
identity in which we often like to blanket 
ourselves.

While the protest may have led to 
Provincial governments to waver under 
pressure, and the potential of  lost votes, 
in accelerating their timelines on when 
to drop masking rules and other public 
health measures, those at the Federal 
level still, at press time, remain firmly in 
place.

Was the “convoy” successful? I will 
leave that up to you.

But, if  it prompts an examination of  
just “who we are” as Canadians or what 
we aspire to be, perhaps that’s a silver 
lining that can be grasped.

To submit a 
letter to the editor,  
please send your 

email to  
brock@lpcmedia.ca  

Deadline for submissions  
is Sunday at 1 p.m.

www.TheAuroran.com

@TheAuroranNews

On the Pan-African Flag

Machell’s Corners
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Last week at General Committee, 
Council received an update on the site 
restoration of  the Aurora Pet Cemetery.

The Town has owned the Pet 
Cemetery lands since 2011 and, in 
2017, the Council of  the day allocated 
annual funds to begin the restoration of  
the site.

Extensive work has been done to date 
including unearthing sunken stones, 
restoring plots, removing spurge, and 
fallen trees, and cataloguing the stones 
including their details and location 
within the cemetery.  

Just a reminder folks that the Pet 
Cemetery site is not open to the public.  
It is still in site restoration.  We will 
inform everyone when it is open to the 
public.

Fast forward to today and while 
much has been restored and recovered, 
site restoration work continues.

Staff  last week not only were 
providing an update on work done to 

date, but were also looking for direction 
from Council as to whether to pursue 
historic designation options for the Pet 
Cemetery site. This will ensure that 
proper protections are in place, so 
that the cemetery, once fully restored, 
will remain a vital part of  our Town’s 
history and remain protected; ensuring 
that not only our present residents, but 
future generations will be able to visit 
and enjoy this site.

Also included in the report was a 
recommendation for staff  to include 
the pet cemetery as a line item in the 
2023 Budget – specifically to budget 
for a permanent fence that would 
border the site and help protect it.

I think we all agree that a fence is 
needed but adding a fence at this time 

is not a good idea due to the fact that 
as restoration continues we might have 
uncovered headstones that could get 
damaged during the installation of  
the fence. In the meantime, staff  have 
outfitted the site with wireless cameras 
that will detect any mischievous 
behaviour and help protect the site 
until the restoration is complete.

Council supported the 
recommendations (which will need 
to be ratified at Council) and were 
impressed with the progress made to 
date. 

Once the restoration is complete, 
the ultimate goal is to create a publicly 
accessible trail through Town lands 
which will connect to the pet cemetery 
and the public will be able to enjoy this 
Town treasure.

If  you have any questions about 
this update, please contact me by 
email tmrakas@aurora.ca or by phone 
905-726-4746. I am here for you.

Welcome to 
Library Land

By Reccia Mandelcorn

The pandemic has caused many of  us to 
take stock of  our personal and professional 
goals. For me, the two have always been 
intimately intertwined, but never more so 
than during these strange times. Having 
lived in Library Land for most of  my life, 
I’ve been thinking hard about the future of  
libraries, globally and in my own backyard. 
Internationally, the most significant trends 
are partnerships, spaces for community 
gathering and assessment in determining 
value.

The global pandemic has shown 
the significance of  what is termed the 
“collective impact” – formal or informal 
collaborations with various stakeholders – 
even if  that is simply one person at a time. 
Realizing that resources are limited, many 
libraries have grown relationships with their 
municipalities, community organizations 
and even the business sector to contribute 
the best of  what we each have to offer. This 
approach requires a skill set of  building 
upon the strengths of  each participant while 
respecting boundaries and organizational 
mandates. And perhaps, most important, it 
is built upon trust.

Libraries are hubs for connection, and 
people are social beings. While I love nothing 
more than an active space for in-person 
meeting, learning and feeling that sense of  
community, libraries have developed new 
ways of  engagement. Online programming 
extends opportunities to older adults who 
may not be that mobile as well as a younger 
population stretched with that work/
life balance. It brings our local residents 
together with participants from across the 
world, enriching the conversation beyond 
our own experiences. Most libraries will 
continue activity on virtual platforms along 
with a return to in-person programming, 
using best practices in each and sometimes, 
providing simultaneous experiences.

Assessment, in the form of  quantifiable 
statistics, has been the traditional evaluation 
for determining the value of  library services. 
We measure circulation, downloads, foot 
traffic and the traditional “bums in seats” 
count. But if  a small number of  people 
attend an employment workshop, and 
half  that number drop out because they 
have found employment, is that a statistical 
failure or an outcome to celebrate? A count 
of  one senior learning to Zoom is miniscule, 
but the impact of  connection to the world 
for that individual can be life-changing.

I was recently asked in an interview 
where I thought libraries were headed. 
Having lived in Library Land for over 40 
years, I’ve seen many twists and bends 
along the road. What is interesting to me 
now, two years into the pandemic, is how 
the global community of  libraries continues 
to explore and expand innovative ways of  
doing, being and evaluating.

What I’ve been reading:

Denial: a novel  
by Beverley McLachlin
The Vanishing Half 

by Brit Bennett
The Book of Fate  
by Parinoush Saniee

Not a Happy Family  
by Shari Lapena

Reccia Mandelcorn is the Manager, Community 
Collaboration at Aurora Public Library. The 
opinions expressed in this column reflect her personal 
thoughts about the engagement of  community with 
their public library.

On Monday, Parliament voted 185 to 
151 in favour of  invoking the Emergencies 
Act to supplement provincial and 
territorial authorities in addressing the 
blockades and illegal occupation. It was a 
vote to keep Canadians safe, protect jobs, 
and restore confidence in our institutions.

In the coming days, a Parliamentary 
Committee will be established to provide 
oversight while it is in effect. The 
declaration lasts only 30 days, unless 
renewed by Parliament, but we can – and 
sincerely hope to – revoke the emergency 
much sooner. 

I realize that some people joined 
the protests to peacefully express 
their opposition to vaccine mandates. 
Although I may not agree with their 
message, I do support their right to do 
so with respect and understanding. But it 
also needs to be said that here in Ottawa, 
and throughout cities, towns and border 
crossings, our democracy was at risk 
from a dangerous group who declared 
in their memorandum of  understanding 
an intent to overthrow our government.

For the organizers of  the Ottawa 
blockades and occupation, this was not 
just about vaccine mandates. The real 
intent was to disrupt and shut down 
businesses, and damage our economy 
– all done with no regard to the impact 
on communities, and with contempt for 
Canada and the rule of  law.

For three weeks, blockades have been 
illegally disrupting the lives of  Canadians 
and endangering public safety. Work 
hours have been reduced and jobs put on 
hold. Factories have been on standby, and 
both retailers and restaurants have been 
forced to close. Let us be unwavering in 
our condemnation of  those who set out 
to create an economic crisis, to further 
disrupt supply chains, and to create a 
climate of  fear and uncertainty. This has 
harmed not only our economy, but our 
international standing. 

As one of  my colleagues noted, “It 
is not helpful to trivialize the gravity 
of  this serious situation with references 
to bouncing castles…, or to polarize 
this debate with antagonistic…, 
inflammatory rhetoric and personal 
attacks.”

These are challenging times. The 

pandemic has impacted all of  us and 
for some, the impact has been one 
of  great loss, both economically and 
personally. Over the past two years, 
36,000 Canadian lives have been lost 
and more than 3.2 million of  us have 
been diagnosed with COVID-19. These 
are sobering statistics, but there is reason 
for cautious optimism.

Restrictions, the majority of  which 
were imposed provincially, are starting 
to be lifted. Approximately 80 percent of  
our population, or 30.7 million people, 
have been vaccinated, and the number 
of  those getting booster shots is steadily 
climbing. Due to the co-operation and 
efforts of  so many Canadians, we stand 
on the threshold of  recovery – one 
that cannot be derailed by a minority 
whose intent was sedition and economic 
sabotage, along with a disregard for the 
residents whose streets they occupied.

In the weeks and months ahead, we 
will need to restore faith in the institutions 
Canadians rely on. We must fully 
understand how these blockades and this 
occupation were able to happen, and 
what can be done to prevent this in future. 
But in doing so, we must safeguard the 
right to peacefully protest.

Travel Update
Since the beginning of  this pandemic, 

our government’s focus has been 
protecting the health and safety of  
Canadians by following science. The most 
recent data indicates that the Omicron 
wave has passed its peak in Canada, 
allowing us to lighten COVID-19 border 
measures.

As of  February 28, we will be easing 
the on-arrival testing for fully vaccinated 
travellers. These individuals may be 
randomly selected for arrival testing, but 

will no longer be required to quarantine 
while awaiting test results.

Children under 12, travelling with 
fully vaccinated adults, will continue to 
be exempt from quarantine. Travellers 
will now have the option of  using a 
COVID-19 rapid antigen test result or 
a molecular test result to meet pre-entry 
requirements. 

Nuvaxovid Vaccine 
Authorized for Use

On February 17, 2022, the Public 
Health Agency of  Canada (PHAC) 
released new recommendations from 
the National Advisory Committee 
on Immunization (NACI) on the use 
of  Novavax’s Nuvaxovid COVID-19 
vaccine, following its authorization by 
Health Canada. It is the first protein-
based COVID-19 vaccine authorized in 
Canada. This additional option can help 
remove barriers to vaccination for people 
who want a protein-based vaccine or who 
are not able to receive mRNA vaccines. 

Canada Learning Bond
The Canada Learning Bond (CLB) 

provides up to $2,000 to Canadians under 
18 attending post-secondary education, 
with no RESP contribution required. This 
money helps to pay the costs of  a child’s 
full- or part-time studies after high school 
at apprenticeship programs, trade schools, 
colleges, and universities.  Children from 
low-income families, born on or after 
January 1, 2004, are encouraged to apply.  
For more information visit www.canada.
ca

Congratulations from 
Minister of  Veterans Affairs

For the past 16 years, Dianne and 
Brian Harrison have been encouraging 
Canadians of  all ages to send holiday 
cards and heartfelt messages to members 
of  the Canadian Armed Forces. 

The Minister of  Veterans Affairs, 
Lawrence MacAulay, recently sent a 
formal letter of  recognition and thanks 
for their initiative. Congratulations, 
Dianne and Brian, on your outstanding 
accomplishments and well-deserved 
recognition. 

If  you are seeking information or require 
assistance with Federal programs and services, please 
reach out to my team by e-mail at Tony.VanBynen@
parl.gc.ca or by calling 905-953-7515.

Tony Van Bynen, MP 
Newmarket - Aurora 

MP'S REPORT

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives  

is celebrating…
Toast Day! (February 24)

While we’re all accustomed to slipping sliced bread into 

a convenient electrical device for toasting, the act was 

accomplished in a much simpler and more attentive manner 

in the past. This wire stove-top toaster (994.4.5) would 

hold a piece of bread between its cross-shaped forms and 

then could be waved over the open flame of a gas stove. 

Although commercial pop-up toasters began to appear in 

the 1920s – even before pre-sliced bread – wire toasters 

such as these were used in many homes throughout the 

first half of the 20th century. 
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Do you support the PM invoking 
the Emergencies Act in the wake  

of the "Freedom Convoy"?

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

GETTING  
THINGS DONE

Emergency Act
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change.”
But sometimes it does require 

allyships, and that too will be recognized 
with a series of  awards on Saturday. 
This allyship could be anything from 
recognizing a business for promoting 
ABC’s activities, to volunteering hours, 
to any other actions that have shown 
support.

“We want to stop the word ‘sponsor’ 
from always meaning money,” says 
Ms. Murdoch. “Sometimes you can 
give a lot of  time, effort or passion to 
a project, specifically a group that has 
not normally been showcased as much 
in everyday life in Aurora. When the 
first Black Lives Matter event happened 
in Aurora two summers ago, we had 
a meeting with the Mayor, Councillor 
Kim, and they were all in agreement 
on what if  we had a way to make 
multiculturalism a selling feature of  
doing business in Aurora? Some towns 
are known for this or that, and it is 
why businesses invest in their town. 
There has not been a multiculturalism 
mandate put out by the Province for 
municipal planning, so just to think of  it 
on another level, we were working with 
the Mayor even back then on how we 
can make this so it is not just random 
people volunteering and it is a more 
formal initiative. Somebody from the 
Town could even win this award who 
have gone above and beyond trying to 
support the Aurora Black Community 
and people of  colour in their own 
community. It could be a person, a 
business, or a political figurehead.”

Since she joined the ABC, Ms. 
Murdoch says a key thing she has 
learned about allyship is you have to 
“go in with your heart and not have 
to worry about what is considered the 
‘right’ thing to do necessarily in your 
own cultural community [and] speak 
up for the unspoken.”

“Allyship can show up in so many 
different ways,” she says. “It could be 
sharing messages on Facebook so it 

could be more subtle or more assertive. 
The good thing is social media has 
created this way that you can very easily 
become an ally without it stressing 
you out or taking you away from your 
everyday life.”

By the time the ABC’s Black History 
Month programs wrap up at the end 
of  this month – and there will be 
more activities and initiatives to come 
throughout 2022 – Ms. Murdoch says 
the Association hopes what they have 
offered so far, as well as the stories of  the 
grant and award recipients, will serve 
to inspire the community – but, first, 
community members need to get their 

nominations in by Friday, February 25.
“It is to inspire other people and 

cultures of  colour to do similar 
programs within their own businesses 
or their own associations,” she says. 
“Imagine if  every culture gave a hand-
up instead of  a hand-out with their 
own culture? You’re starting to see 
this whole snowball effect of  people 
succeeding in other areas that didn’t get 
help succeeding before.

“No good deed goes unnoticed. 
Everything is like a domino. When you 
do one thing and you make it public, 
it is actually very good because it gets 
people out of  their shell and they 

realize how simple it is. A lot of  people 
feel hopelessness. I know when the 
Black Lives Matter movement started, 
I, as a White person, felt completely 
hopeless seeing what was happening 
and knowing that some of  that stuff  
even happens in my own community. 
Knowing now that there is no such 
thing as hopelessness – any action could 
facilitate change small or large and have 
a ripple effect.”

For more on the Aurora Black Community, 
the upcoming grants and awards program, 
and how to nominate yourself  or others, visit 
aurorablackcommunity.com.

Black History Month celebrations will conclude with grants 
to help community members achieve dreams

Black History Month events continued on Friday evening with a Painting & Writing Night hosted by the Aurora Black Community Association, in collaboration 
with the Town of Aurora and the Aurora Film Circuit. The night, which took place at the Aurora Armoury, was a chance for participants to get artsy, enjoy 
poetry from Greg Frankson, and more. Above, Mayor Mrakas, centre, is pictured with Keisha and Rebekah. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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John West Way proposal in limbo pending  
Council decision

The future of  a proposed six-
storey apartment building for the 
northeast corner of  John West Way and 
Wellington Street East could be decided 
this week.

Meeting at the Committee level on 
February 15, Council was unable to 
come to a clear consensus on the issue 
following delegations from residents 
concerned about the environmental 
impacts that the development could 
bring to habitats around the East 
Holland River. Additional concerns 
were voiced on behalf  of  residents of  
a townhouse complex immediately 

north of  the proposed building site who 
feared earthworks required could cause 
erosion and damage their properties, 
which overlook a portion of  the river 
valley.

At issue was a six-storey building of  
150 residential units.

A mix of  one-, two-, and three-
bedroom suites priced at market rents, 
the property would include a green roof, 
at grade and below ground parking, and 
on-site water filtration.

“The building is well-designed with 
themes of  modern glass elements as well 
as traditional red brick components to 
match the character of  the area,” said 
consultant Joanna Fast to the proposal. 
“As required by the Official Plan, the 
building steps back at the sixth storey 

and has a different glass treatment to 
visually reduce the massing of  the sixth 
storey. The proposal has a high-quality 
urban square featured at the corner 
[and] this is also consistent with the 
vision of  the Official Plan.”

In pitching the proposal to Council, 
Ms. Fast recognized some concerns 
outlined by lawmakers, particularly 
Councillor John Gallo, at a Council 
meeting in January who expressed 
reservations that the building did not 
contain ground level retail, as required 
in Aurora’s Promenade Plan.

“As per the policies of  the Official 
Plan, retail is encouraged in the 
Promenade General Designation but 
not required,” she said. “With our 
applications, we submitted a market 
impact assessment which concluded the 
site is surrounded by convenience retail 
uses and the same type of  convenience 
retail uses on the site would have 
trouble securing tenants since the area 
is already well-serviced by commercial 
plazas.

“It is consistent with Provincial, 
Regional and Town policy. It provides 
rental housing that will be marketed 
towards seniors and empty-nesters. It 
has a green roof, it provides the Town 
with very high-quality urban square 
at the corner that the Town and the 
Region commented exceeded their 
design standards. We’re in an MTSA 
(Major Transit Station Area) where 
intensification should take place, and 
we’re providing almost $500,000 
($489,000) in bonusing which will 
benefit the immediate area.”

Some of  this bonusing includes 
money for improvements to Petch 
House, the removal of  invasive species 
from the valley lands, and the re-
planting of  native vegetation.

Following the delegations and the 
presentation, however, Council’s 
concerns were less about the lack of  
retail and more about the environmental 
impacts. 

Councillor Wendy Gaertner, for 
instance, said she was concerned about 
the impact on the area flood plain as 
well as proposed cuts on the east side 
of  the river.

“This could be terrible for residents,” 
she said, addressing the slopes close 
to the townhouse development. “The 
report on this is from 2011. There could 
have been more erosion since then 
and I am scared for the residents. On 
Environmental Protection (EP) lands, 
if  there is an existing building, that’s 
okay, but it is all about passive uses and 
protection, and this is so far from that.

“We have an OP (Official Plan) that 
is very clear about EP and hazard lands 

that flood. How can we, despite what 
the Conservation Authority says, have 
an OP [and] we should be upholding 
our OP. How many times have we said 
that at the table?  It is not appropriate. 
I am afraid for the residents. I am 
afraid of  their land sliding. The slope is 
increased [and…] there is just too much 
at stake here.”

Before a decision was made, more 
information needed to come forward 
from the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority, Councillor 
Gallo agreed.

“This is a larger project than should be 
placed on the site,” he said, noting that a 
single-storey plaza previously approved 
for the site was 14,000 square feet 
versus the proposed 21,000 square foot 
footprint of  the proposed apartment. 
“There is a massive difference from 
what we approved a while ago. I am 
not convinced sitting here that there 
is going to be no negative impact on 
sensitive lands that are at least 85 per 
cent floodplain. To me, it just doesn’t fit.

“I have repeated many times on the 
Council table I encourage development, 
high density, getting people in there so 
they can walk to the trains…stop urban 
sprawl and all of  those reasons that I 
encourage higher density developments 
near public transportation corridors. It 
is a hallmark and something we really 
need to do. We can’t just ignore some 
of  the other things to let that happen. 
I am simply not there yet. There are 
too many unanswered questions to 
proceed.”

This was a refrain heard around the 
table as Councillor Michael Thompson 
called for further information to be 
brought forward to this week’s Council 
meeting on what is allowed since 
Council approved the unrealized plaza 
for the site versus what was ultimately 
on the table now.

“It is important information for 
Council and the public [because of  the 
views expressed] and, as I have stated, 
there are approvals in place to build the 
strip plaza. Let’s see what the impact 
[is] versus what is allowed and what is 
being proposed.” 

Added Councillor Rachel Gilliland: 
“I am interested in the information 
[staff] will bring back to Council in 
regards to Councillor Thompson’s 
request about that comparator. I do 
think that will be a really good piece 
of  information to help us make the 
decision moving forward.”

But how much value that comparison 
will have was questioned by Mayor Tom 
Mrakas.

Speaking to the recommendation 

FILLING THE FREEZER – On Friday, members of the Optimist Club of Aurora and the Aurora Food Pantry joined forces to not only celebrate the first anniversary of Joe & Val’s No Frills,  but to celebrate 
the start of the Fill the Freezer initiative, benefiting the Pantry. The Optimists have partnered with No Frills to bring awareness to the Aurora Food Pantry. With the addition of a new walk-in freezer at the Food 
Pantry, No Frills donated $1,000 worth of frozen food. Cash register donations will also be collected for the Food Pantry at the store through March 5. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Created, written & performed by Sarah Hagen.

A one-woman, sit-down musical comedy about life as a touring musician. 

“Her comic timing is as solid as her musical metre.” – Edmonton Journal 
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Rich Canadian tapestry unfolds in Cultural Centre’s 
performing arts season

A pause on in-person performing 
arts was not wasted time for the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. Instead, it was a time to 
reflect on what they wanted to deliver to 
local audiences.

It was a time to look not only at what 
they presented to the community, but also 
how and why.

The result is a cross section of  new 
artists and returning favourites that present 
a wide array of  Canadian voices that form 
our cultural tapestry.

“This is our first full-fledged season 
since the pandemic sort of  shut everything 
down and we wanted to reflect the changes 
that have happened over the last couple 
of  years,” says Kalaisan Kalaichelvan, 
Performing Arts Producer for the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. “The community 
landscape of  Aurora has changed 
dramatically. The cultural landscape 
of  the arts has changed dramatically in 
just the last two years alone. It was very 
important our programming reflected 
that – and I think we have assembled a 
really exciting panel of  artists that reflect 
that.”

The Cultural Centre’s in-person 
performing arts kicks off  on Friday, March 
11, with acclaimed musician Sarah Hagen 
with her comedic show, “Perk Up, pianist!, 

which will take place under the beamed 
ceilings of  Trinity Anglican Church.

Hagen’s show, which has been compared 
to the work of  Victor Borge, combines 
classical piano with the narrative of  a 
professional pianist navigating troubled 
times all the while striving to maintain her 
optimism.

“Sarah is a classical concert pianist 
and a brilliant performer, but the show 
she does is a really fantastic way of  
opening up classical repertoire to broader 
audiences,” says Kalaichelvan. “She ties 
[these classical pieces] with these hilarious 
anecdotes, really opening the historical 
and cultural context of  all these different 
pieces. It is like a music theatre piece we’re 
really excited to bring to Aurora.”

Modernity meets tradition on April 7 
as the Centre hosts Leela Gilday at the 
Aurora Armoury as part of  their Signature 
Series.

Born and raised in the Northwest 
Territories, Gilday and her four-piece 
band bring to life songs she’s written about 
the people and the land that created her.

“Confessing her stories to her audiences 
with a gutsy voice and open stage 
presence, Gilday weaves her experiences 
as a northerner, a member of  the Dene 
Nation, and a traveller, into a beautiful 
world that transports the listener,” says the 
Centre. “If  you’re from the north, Leela’s 
music is home. If  you’ve never been, it will 
take you there.”

&C
Arts
  ulture

It is a journey Kalaichelvan says he’s 
excited to embark on with local audiences 
as well. 

“She just has this very strong stage 
presence and powerful voice in her music 
and you can tell there is something very 
conscious in the way she thinks about 
her music,” he says. “We’re really excited 
to program her into our season. She 
brings a colour that is not often seen in 
communities like Aurora.

“Conversations [with our First 
Nations] have become more and more 
[prominent] in Aurora and everywhere 
else, so it is important that we reflect that. 
Coming back to these themes of  Truth 
& Reconciliation, how we acknowledge 
the role the Indigenous community plays 
culturally and politically in our arts – even 
musicians and artists from the Indigenous 
community are not a monolith. They are 
incredibly diverse musicians from that 
community and have many different styles 
and offerings. Leela is a great example of  
someone who has found their own sound 
that is contemporary but also pulls on the 
traditional roots of  her upbringing. She 
pulls on R&B but also incorporates some 
of  those cultures and traditions she grew 
up with, especially being in the north, and 
also weaving in her idea of  storytelling, 
which is very important to Leela Gilday 
and a common thread in many Indigenous 
forms of  music.”

R&B is a thread that binds Gilday with 
the next performer in the Signature Series: 
TiKA.

According to the Cultural Centre, 
TiKA, a Montreal-based artist with 
Jamaican roots, offers “ethereal sounds 
that wrap around you, reminding you of  
other memories.”

“TiKA is such an exciting artist,” says 
Kalaichelvan of  the performer who will be 
hosted on Friday, May 10, at St. Andrew’s 
College. “She’s very hot in the industry. 
Any up-and-coming musician knows the 
role that TiKA has in the music industry. 
Her sound draws from her Jamaican 
roots, from R&B and soul, and that has 

this fantastic fusion. Her music sounds 
deeply personal and raw, but at the same 
time, it is something you can definitely 
‘bop’ to. We’re excited to bring her here 
because she is one of  those voices that is 
really on the rise and we’re glad to get her 
before she skyrockets!”

The pendulum swings back to more 
classical fare on Saturday, May 28, with 
“Crozman & Chiu, cello & piano,” the 
next installment of  the Great Artist Music 
Series, which will take place at Trinity.

Both acclaimed Canadian chamber 
musicians, they have crafted a program 
with a Spanish flare.

“They are bringing us back again to the 
tradition of  what the Great Artist Series 
does,” says Kalaichelvan. “Looking at 
repertoire, especially in Spanish classical 
music, that colour of  European traditions 
is really fitting. They are both such top-
of-the-industry virtuosic musicians and to 
hear that calibre of  musicians back again 
is something we are really excited about.”

With many new and up-and-coming 
musicians in the program, John Sheard, 
a perennial favourite with the Aurora 
Cultural Centre rounds out the program 
with two shows: The Legends of  Canadian 
Folk on May 6 and Homeward Bound: A 
Tribute to Simon & Garfunkel on June 11.

“John is a huge cultural partner and 
collaborator to the Aurora Cultural 
Centre and he’s an audience favourite,” 
says Kalaichelvan. “When we did our 
holiday concerts in 2021, the first question 
I got is, ‘When is John Sheard coming 
back?’  We opened up our box office and 
the tickets have been flying through the 
roof. There is such an appetite for him to 
come back and he is such a generous and 
creative collaborator. 

“He is going to celebrate what we’re 
really looking forward to this season, which 
is the reunion of  community celebrating 
performing arts.” 

For more on Aurora Cultural Centre 
programming, including tickets, visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca.
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Consittuency Office: 
905-953-7515 
email:  
Tony.VanBynen@parl.gc.ca 
website: vanbynen.ca

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL TEAM CANADA 
ATHLETES!

You Inspire us and make us proud.

Perk Up, pianist! tickles ivories, funny bone

When you interview a classical musician, 
you might expect names like Chopin, 
Beethoven or Vivaldi show up on their list 
of  inspirations.

But Florence Foster Jenkins?
That’s who came up next to Victor 

Borge on Sarah Haden’s list of  influences.
Florence Foster Jenkins was famous in 

her time for being rather infamous. Brought 
to life in a film of  the same name by Meryl 
Streep, her claim to fame was a confident 
but tone-deaf  singing, which she coupled 
with her wealth to carve out a career on 
stage.

“It seems weird because I never thought 
she was so funny” says Haden of  the singer 
who became something of  a novelty act. “I 
know people used to buy her records and 
listen to her awful singing at home, but I 
was just amazed that she was so fearless. She 
wanted to be on stage and she did. She just 
made it happen. That was really inspiring 
to me. She made me feel like anything was 
possible. I could do anything I wanted in 
life and it didn’t matter if  there were haters 
out there.”

This can-do attitude may have bolstered 
her to take her talent and, following the 
lead of  her primary influence Borge, 
explore the connection between classical 
and comedy – and you can see the results 
next month when Sarah Haden brings her 
show, “Perk Up, pianist!” to the Aurora 
Cultural Centre.

“Often referred to as the next Victor 
Borge, Sarah has transformed her award-
winning role as ‘concert pianist’ into a 
stand-up, or rather sit-down comedy,” 
says the Cultural Centre of  the March 11 
show. “Pairing anecdotes with music, [she] 
takes audiences deep inside the world of  a 
classical musician as she shares her earnest 
efforts to keep her spirits up in the midst of  
troublesome times.”

The troublesome times started with 

burnout, she says.
She was playing so many concerts back-

to-back, she realized she needed to take at 
least a year off. Fate had other ideas and, 
soon after cancelling a string of  concerts, 
she lucked out and found a place in the 
Toronto Fringe Festival.

“It seemed kind of  crazy, fun and 
adventurous,” she says. “I went to Toronto 
but before that I started writing this show, 
which I had been toying with for quite a 
long time. Even though burnout seems 
like a dismal situation, it helped me see the 
levity of  things, and is how I started writing 
it.”

From its first performance at Fringe, the 
show has only grown.

It wasn’t quite finished when the curtain 
first rose, and now it is at a place where 
there is a give and take on both sides of  the 
stage.

“The first half  of  the show is more 
anecdotal, sharing stories about touring 
life, about my dating life, and a play a little 
bit in the first half,” she says, noting several 
classical pieces that are interwoven into the 
anecdotes. “The second half  is about my 
journey out of  burnout and that becomes 
almost like a recital setting, including Clare 
de Lune, which is a real favourite with 
people, along with Chopin, Liszt and De 
Falla. 

“I always feel like the piano chose me. I 
started when I was seven years old and I just 
couldn’t stay away from it. My parents loved 
music and humour and they introduced 
me to Victor Borge at a young age. I know 
that was a big influence for me. Half  of  my 
life is with this lighter show and the other 
half  is as a hardcore classical pianist.”

Haden recently released a recording of  
Bach’s Goldberg Variations and, this past 
Monday it was nominated for an East Coast 
Music Award, which is “really exciting.”

“I have been enjoying bringing that 
to people and I also play a program that 
celebrates some of  the forgotten female 
composers of  Mozart and Chopin’s time. I 
love bringing that program to people talking 

about all these strong, charismatic women 
who fought for equal pay and fought to be 
on stage and change the status quo.”

The Aurora Cultural Centre’s Great 

Artist Music Series presents Perk Up, 
Pianist! on Friday, March 11 at 7.30 p.m. 
at Trinity Anglican Church. Tickets are 
on sale now at $35 and are available at 
auroraculturalcentre.ca. 

905.727.4258 
www.tholiver.com 
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Epidemiologist to challenge Health Minister  
in Newmarket-Aurora race

They have been fighting the 
pandemic in very different ways over 
the course of  the last two years, but 
it will be a fight of  a different kind 
in Newmarket-Aurora this June as 
Ontarians head to the polls.

As the local ballot begins to firm 
up, York Region Public Health 
epidemiologist Denis Heng will face 
off  against Progressive Conservative 
incumbent Christine Elliott as the 
candidate for the Ontario NDP. 
Also confirmed for the Newmarket-
Aurora ballot is neuropsychologist 
Dr. Sylvain Roy for the Ontario 
Liberals.

Heng’s nomination was confirmed 
last week and he is taking an unpaid 
leave of  absence from York Region 
Public Health for the duration of  the 
campaign.

“I never dreamed at all I would 
be a political candidate,” says Heng. 
“I have been voting ever since I 
was 18 and I definitely believe in 
my responsibilities as a citizen to 
vote and participate in democracy, 
but I never thought of  myself  as a 
politician. I have always seen the 
appeal of  NDP values and the ideas 
of  looking and trying to help others 
in my community, but it really struck 
home with me with COVID. 

“As a public health professional, 
that is where I have been trying to 
make the most impact in my career. 
Seeing how the events and COVID 
measures unfolded over the past 
two months, I know my mental state 
has taken a beating like everyone 
else’s and looking at the divide 
that continued to grow in different 
communities I feel there is more that 
I can be doing.”

Being approached by the local 
party, he said, gave him some time 
for self-reflection and throwing his 
hat into the ring to make a difference 
was the deciding factor.

Given his background in public 
health, running against the 
incumbent who also serves as Deputy 
Premier and Minister of  Health, 
“doesn’t really make a difference” in 
messaging, he says.

“I bring an expertise and that is part 
of  the reason I felt more comfortable 
stepping in and stepping up for this 
election because I feel like COVID 
has been a very salient part of  our 
everyday lives for the past two+ 
years; I know as an epidemiologist 
everyone now seems to know [what 
the job is] and I no longer have to 
tell people I am not a skin doctor, but 
I feel like I bring an important voice 
to the conversation, a scientific- and 
evidence-informed voice.

“The thing I have really 
appreciated is although I have 
a science background and I am 
using that to look at the health and 
wellbeing of  the community as a 
whole, as opposed to individuals like 
a medical doctor would, I understand 
the nuances of  how science has 
to interact with policy. When I am 
looking at some of  the decisions 
that have been made, I think as an 
individual, based on my expertise, I 
might be a bit more cautious, I might 
be a bit more gradual in my approach. 
I know in the real world that science 
has to interact with policies, it has to 
interact with the social environment 
and how people feel, and I think an 
NDP government has a lot to offer 
with regards to trying to get us off  
the roller coaster of  openings and 
closings and openings and closing.”

The dad of  two who lives in the 
Aurora Grove community says he 
believes people should be “judged by 
their actions and not just the promises 
that they make during election time” 
and a government’s work shouldn’t 
be done just “within the last four to 
five months before an election.”

“I think the big things for 
Newmarket-Aurora and Ontarians 

as a whole, the first thing is to get 
off  this rollercoaster,” he says. “The 
thing is to get back into participating 
in society with regards to getting out 
of  COVID. I think there have been 
a lot of  people throwing out that 
phrase ‘living with COVID’ and on 
the surface I would definitely agree, 
but I think the devil is in the details. 
I think that society really has to 
have a conversation about the values 
of  what does that actually mean? I 
think as part of  my campaign and 
engaging with Newmarket-Aurora 
residents, that is one of  the questions 
I will be asking. When I say we 
should be emerging stronger from 
COVID, I am thinking about that as 
a community and I feel Newmarket-
Aurora is able to thrive after this 
huge curveball that has been thrown 
at us, both from a health standpoint, 
a mental health standpoint and 
wellbeing.

“I think the NDP’s values and 
roles are really trying to get at an 
opportunity where our policies are 
able to promote equal opportunity. 
I think from my public health 
background, one of  my biggest 
roles is to decrease the gap in health 
and wellbeing outcomes between 
residents and how can we make 
fair policy that will benefit the 
Newmarket and Aurora community 
so it can not only thrive for current 
residents but also future residents.”

In the coming weeks, The Auroran will 
go in-depth with all confirmed candidates 
as the election approaches.

Denis Heng will carry the Ontario NDP banner in Newmarket-Aurora in this spring’s Provincial Election. 

Contributed photo
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Aurora’s Harrison 
recognized by Ministry 
for soldiers’ greetings

Each year, residents of  Aurora and 
beyond, write thousands of  Christmas 
and Holiday cards for Canadian 
servicepersons stationed at home and 
overseas – all with a bit of  guidance 
from Aurora’s Dianne Harrison.

It has been a labour of  love for Ms. 
Harrison and her husband Brian for 
nearly two decades, picking up the 
baton from a friend who had a son 
stationed overseas. She organizes the 
effort each year with no fanfare, but last 
week they earned recognition for her 
work from Veterans Affairs Minister 
Lawrence MacAulay.

Presented at the Salvation Army’s 
Northridge Community Church, where 
the Harrisons are active volunteers, 
by representatives from the office of  
MP Tony Van Bynen, the Minister 
said  in the certificate their work was 
underscored by Mr. Van Bynen to his 
department through an article in The 
Auroran.

“I understand that you have been 
encouraging Canadians of  all ages 
to send holiday cards and heartfelt 
messages to members of  the Canadian 
Armed Forces for the past 16 years 
and that you collected an impressive 
amount this year, totalling more than 
7,400. Your inclusion of  residents 
of  Sunnybrook’s Veterans Centre in 

There will be plenty of  opportunities 
for families to enjoy the performing 
arts together with the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. 

The Centre’s recently-announced 
programming, which takes their 
season into the early summer, 
includes the return the Centre’s 
popular Kaleidoscope Family Series, 
which aims to make arts accessible 
to youngsters and their families both 
within Cultural Centre venues and 
within their schools.

The latest installment of  the 
Kaleidoscope Series kicked off  on 
Family Day with a virtual performance 
from Kattam and his Tim-Tams and 
will return to in-person shows with 
a new spin on fairy tales produced 
by DuffleBag Theatre on Saturday, 
March 19 at 2 p.m.

“DuffleBag will be presenting Robin 
Hood,” says Kalaisan Kalaichelvan, 
Performing Arts Producer for the 
Aurora Cultural Centre. “They take 
classic fairy tales and folk tales and 
flip them with their own sense of  
humour and witty narration to give 
a really cool twist to familiar tales. 
Robin Hood will be a really fun piece 

for families and kids.”
Also returning for the season is 

the Centre’s Meridian Magic Carpet 
Series, sponsored by the credit union. 

The latest installment of  the series 
will unfold before audiences at the 
Aurora Armoury on Saturday, April 
23 at 2 p.m. with Carousel Players 
Presents: Pop! Pop!, suitable for kids 
aged 2 – 4 with their caregivers. 

“Two characters who are very 
different from each other are 
exploring a strange new world and 
finding surprises in this colourful 
sensory experience,” says the Centre. 
“One instinctively hides, the other 
instinctively seeks. Together, they 
find lots of  surprises that pop up 
everywhere!”

The series continues on Saturday, 
June 4 and Sunday, June 5, at a venue 
to be announced, with “Wee Festival: 
Arts & Culture for Early Years,” which 
the Cultural Centre says is “the perfect 
introduction to live performing arts 
for our youngest audience members.”

“We’re thrilled to welcome a 
selection from the WeeFestival, 
Toronto’s first and only festival 
dedicated to children 0 – 6 years,” 
says the Centre. “These ‘no-shush’ 
shows are age-appropriate and present 
professional shows created especially 
for this tender age.”

Family fun figures prominently in Cultural 
Centre’s performing arts program

your project is much appreciated. I 
was particularly moved to learn how 
this endeavour was inspired by your 
affection for your former colleague and 
her son who was serving in Afghanistan. 

“Please allow me to thank and 
commend you for spearheading such a 
tremendous labour of  love to bring cheer 
to members of  the Canadian Armed 
Forces and Veterans. All Canadians 
owe a debt of  gratitude to our men and 
women in uniform and your efforts have 
helped ensure that those who serve or 
have served are appropriately honoured 
and their contributions remembered.”

After receiving the letter, Ms. 
Harrison reiterated that the greeting 
card program is not something one 
does for recognition; it is solely to help 
others.

“This all goes back to Vonda and 
Nick,” she says of  the mother and 
son. “It’s the community who has 
made this as successful as it is. It is the 
compassion that people really do care. 
The cards that went out last year were 
so compassionate. The kids just didn’t 
write down a few words, they wrote 
greetings from their hearts.”

For the Harrisons, there is nowhere 
to go but up: They have set a new goal 
that would top all previous years.

“My husband opened his big mouth 
the other day and said, ‘Since we got 
this letter, I think the community is 
really going to be more aware of  this 
now. I think our goal should be 10,000 
this year.’ I have told a bunch of  people 
now and they have already started to 
drum up cards. I want people to look 
into their cupboards and find cards that 
are already there. I hope the Catholic 
School Board gets involved – we had two 
schools from the Board last year, but I 
hope we get more this year because the 
Public School Board has already been 
involved in this for the last four years. 
They have really pitched in. I would like 
churches to take part, too – don’t just 
sit in your pew on Sunday, let’s reach 
out to the community and say, ‘Hi!’ to 
the military. If  it wasn’t for the military 
we wouldn’t have a safe home or a safe 
country to live in.

“Wouldn’t it be awesome to reach 
that 10,000 goal? Put that ’10,000’ in 
the paper!”

For more on how to become a part of  
the program, you can reach out to Brian  
and Dianne Harrison at bdharrison2012@
gmail.com.

Dianne and Brian Harrison were honoured by the 
Minister of Veterans Affairs for their work to keep 
serving soldiers top of mind for residents. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Aurora Tigers go live as 
OJHL’s Game of the Week

By Robert Belardi 

It was quite an eventful week for the 
Aurora Tigers from start to finish. 

Ahead of  a highly coveted matchup 
that would feature “The Jungle” 
live on television, the Tigers earned 
themselves two scrumptious wins. 

Last Tuesday, it took a heroic effort 
on the forecheck from Tigers forward 
Blake Frost to seal the 5-4 overtime 
victory against the visiting Markham 
Royals. 

In the post-game interview, head 
coach Greg Johnston said he was ready 
to take on the top seeded Pickering 
Panthers in the back-to-back over the 
weekend. 

He had one simple message to the 
group to prepare for the game on live 
television: “Play our game. Play hard, 
play smart. Attention to detail. Show 
up to play. It doesn’t change anything. 
There’s no camera flying off  the top 
or anything like that. Put new laces in 
because it’s a TV game and go from 
there.”

In the prequel Friday night, the 
Tigers travelled to Pickering and 
smashed the Panthers 7-2.

Wolfgang Govederis led the boys 
with two goals and three assists on 
the night. Frost and Ty Roberts both 
recorded four points. Glen Crandall 
stopped 37 of  39 shots. 

It was as if  the boys laid it all out 
on the line and coming into the Aurora 
Community Centre the next day, the 
stage was set. For the first time this 
year, the Aurora Tigers were featured 
in the OJHL game of  the week on 
home ice. 

In pre-game interviews, Tigers 
netminder Nolan Boyd knew what 

needed to be done. 
“It’s obviously hard to play a back-

to-back in such a short period of  time. 
But obviously momentum is huge in 
these situations. We’re pretty excited 
about today’s opportunity. Two top 
teams in our division. It’s going to be 
a really good game today,” Boyd said. 

In the first period, it was the visiting 
Panthers who got off  on the front foot. 
Newly appointed captain Brendan 
Tomilson’s point shot was tipped in 
front by Christos Rodis. The rebound 
fell to Ian Martin who tapped it in on 
the power play to give the visiting side 
the lead. 

In the second period, and once again 
on the power play, Tomilson ripped it 
blocker side past Boyd to double the 
advantage. 

With 7:28 left, the Tigers got back 
in it. Tommy Kloepfer’s point shot 
generated a juicy rebound for Sett 
Ursomarzo who tapped it in to put the 
boys within one. 

Following a great effort in the third 
period, Zachary Roy kept the Panthers 
ahead. A late empty net goal from Jake 
Partridge sealed the win. 

“We are honoured the OJHL and 
CHCH chose our organization and 
the Town of  Aurora as a featured 
game of  the week. A great game and 
time had by all,” said Team Governor 
of  the Tigers Jim Thomson. 

On Monday, the boys travelled 
north to Collingwood. The Tigers fell 
4-3 in overtime. 

The big week continues this week. 
The boys will revisit Pickering this 
Thursday and will host the Milton 
Menace Friday night at 7.30 p.m. 
before travelling to Brantford to battle 
the 99ers on Sunday. 

The Aurora Tigers and the Pickering Panthers participate in the ceremonial puck drop at Saturday’s 
game, one which was televised by the CHCH as the OJHL’s Game of the Week. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Residents turned out in droves for a welcome return to normalcy on Monday as the Town of Aurora once again welcomed families to Town Park for the traditional Arctic Adventure 

extravaganza. Featuring live entertainment, winter sports, and fun activities, there was something to keep everyone busy, and keep warm, in the winter chill. (Top Left) Traditional 

Anishinaabe Grandmother Kim Wheatley spoke about the first families to call this area home. (Top Right) Lucas and Chris try their hands at mini-curling. (Second Row) Chant, Martha, 

Alexandra and Daniel checked out the ice sculptures, as did Josh and Julian. (Third Row) Maddy Gilliland, right, with mom Councillor Rachel Gilliland, organized food donations for the 

Aurora Food Pantry. Liz, Stella and Zane meet a Minion. (Fourth Row) Isabela gets in on the fun, as did James who tried out Nerf Ax Throwing. (Fifth Row) Live entertainment kept the 

crowds wowed and up on their feet.
 Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Arctic Adventure returns
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to Town Park

(Top Row) Fire jugglers made for a spectacular display – as these families on the bleachers would agree. (Second Row) The Speaking of Wildlife Show presented a bird of prey. Bella slides into Family Day on the 
mini-tubing run. (Third Row) Sunny hits the rink while Quentin, Miles, Max and Karen made the most out of the freshly-fallen snow. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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BY BROCK WEIR
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983
Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

Southlake Run set for in-person and virtual  
return this spring

It is one of  the biggest annual 
fundraisers for Southlake Regional 
Health Centre and, after a pause due 
to the global pandemic, the Nature’s 
Emporium Run for Southlake is set 
for an in-person return this April. 

The fundraiser, which collects 
pledges to buy much-needed 
equipment for the hospital, will be 
a hybrid affair this year with virtual 
programs running throughout the 
month of  April before culminating 
with an in-person event on Sunday, 

April 24, to allow participants to 
“join at their comfort level.”

“For 100 years, Southlake has 
shown a passion to care for our 
communities,” says Brian North, 
a long-time volunteer with the 
Southlake Foundation. “From our 
beginnings as a six-bed care home, 
Southlake has evolved to become a 
500-bed regional healthcare centre 
that provides leading-edge hospital 
services.

“Southlake is building healthy 
communities through outstanding 
care, innovative partnerships, and 
amazing people. Southlake is our 
hospital. It is where friends, families, 

neighbours and community members 
go to receive leading-edge care, 
cancer treatment and emergency 
visits. Southlake is proud to serve 
our communities with state-of-the-
art procedures that improve patients’ 
lives every day.

“The Nature’s Emporium Run 
for Southlake is one of  the ways 
our communities fund the tools and 
equipment needed. By registering 
for this event, you will be supporting 
the most urgent needs for patient 
care: from basic needs like beds to 
cutting-edge equipment like an MRI 
and enhanced spaces, you can help 
our expert frontline staff  provide our 
communities with the best possible 
care right here at home.”

Southlake, North added, is 
“looking to the future” to make sure 
Southlake’s service keeps pace with 
community needs. 

Fundraising events like the Run 
are essential in meeting this goal.

North introduced the event at last 
week’s Council meeting where he 
challenged Aurora Councillors to not 
rest on their laurels in retaining the 
Mayor’s Challenge trophy, which is 
awarded to the municipality within 
Southlake’s catchment area that 
raises enough money for the event.

Aurora has been the defending 
champ since 2019 and Mr. North 
said efforts last year contributed 53 
per cent to the municipal fundraising 
totals.

“I think it is fantastic that we’re 
back in person again this year,” said 
Councillor Michael Thompson. 
“I know it has always been a well-
attended event and I am looking 
forward to seeing everyone out 
there this year, being a part of  Team 
Aurora and once again bringing 
home the municipal trophy to the 

Town of  Aurora.”
Added Mayor Tom Mrakas, 

addressing Mr. North: “Thank you 
for the work you and your entire 
committee have done… to ensure 
this event continues. The funds that 
are much needed by our hospital 
continue to flow…to allow them to 
purchase the vital equipment that is 
needed to help residents throughout 
all of  our communities.

“We have held on [to the cup] for 
three years straight and I can assure 
you from my perspective we’re going 
to do it again because I know Team 
Aurora is extremely dedicated when 
it comes to raising funds for our 
hospital.”

Councillor Harold Kim agreed, 
noting that Aurora, Newmarket 
and East Gwillimbury are “a very 
generous catch basin for fundraising.

“I think people will be really 
excited [that] we can gather, get 
together to do this run outside and 
support our hospitals all for a good 
cause,” concluded Councillor Rachel 
Gilliland, who chaired last week’s 
meeting. “Thank you again for all 
your hard work.”

For more in the 2022 Nature’s 
Emporium Run for Southlake, 
including how to register or support 
a participant, visit give.southlake.ca/
site/TR/RunorWalkforSouthlake/
P2P?pg=entry&fr_id=1611.

By registering 
for this event, 

you will be supporting 
the most urgent needs 

for patient care

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Half.indd   1 5/25/17   1:20 PM
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CROSSWORD

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Partners in

Value beyond numbers

Brian Roberts 
CPA, CGA, LPA

Your Business

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
today’s costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

health challenges experienced by seniors, 
says CHATS CEO Christina Bisanz. 
But as much as it has had an impact on 
seniors, it has also had an impact on their 
caregivers as well.

“We know that a lot of  elder abuse is 
quite invisible and not something that 
necessarily gets reported or that people 
would be aware of  the warning signs 
that someone is potentially being taken 
advantage of  or abused,” she says. “I 
think the pandemic and the fact that 
people have been very restricted in their 
movement and seniors in particular 
have been isolating at home for so long 
that those tensions have built up even 
more and contributed to the potential 
for more abuse to be taking place – and 
less opportunity for that abuse to be 
recognized by others in the community.”

Part of  a response to this is a series of  
workshops CHATS has made available 
everywhere virtually, not just in the York 
Region and South Simcoe areas they 
serve.

“We felt the series is very important and 
timely right now to be raising awareness, 
to be educating people on everything from 
what is financial abuse? What is mental 
health, addiction and abuse? What does 
it look like? How does ageism play into 
this? That is a big piece of  the concerns 
we have; they have lived their lives, why 
should we care? Why should we bother?

“We felt the pandemic has certainly 
exacerbated the problem and therefore 
elevated the need to have this kind of  
education and awareness taking place. 
The pandemic has also raised awareness 
that social isolation really is a problem 
and outside the pandemic we still need to 
address social isolation in older adults and 
the impact that that has had both on their 
mental and physical health.”

Programs spearheaded by CHATS 
go a long way in addressing some of  this 
isolation.

Prior to COVID, CHATS offered in-
person wellness programs and adult day 
programs that not only provided social 
opportunities for seniors but a bit of  a 
respite for their caregivers.

Clients, says Ms. Bisanz, are 
“clamoring” to get back to programs such 
as these.

“We saw when we were able to start 
opening up some of  our programs before 
Christmas and the joy that people had 
of  finally being able to get back together, 
see their friends, still wearing masks, still 
practicing social distancing, but when 
we had to shut that down through the 
Omicron wave we heard from clients how 
much they missed it. 

“I think there has been a silver lining 
in this too that we have been able to 
introduce more virtual programming and 
to support older adults who learn how 
to use tablets and computers to be able 
to continue to connect with their friends 
and families in ways that, perhaps before 
the pandemic, they never really imagined 
that they would feel comfortable 
communicating or participating in online 
bingo games or doing physical fitness 
via a tablet. That is one of  the things so 
many community organizations turn 
to support older adults to be able to use 
computers or tablets, to be connected 
through the provision of  the Internet, 
to be providing technology training and 
technical support; the community sector 
really rallied around that and I think it 
will continue to be a service offering that 
people will want to take advantage of  and 
will be more comfortable in doing.”

CHATS recently held a “strategic 
planning refresh” with their Board to 
look at where we are in the midst of  
uncertainty surrounding the pandemic, 
the development of  new local healthcare 
models with the Ontario Health Teams, 
providing more integrated healthcare, 
and the fact there is a Provincial election 
coming up. 

“The Board was having to create a 
strategic plan and identify the priorities 
amongst all that uncertainty,” says Ms. 
Bisanz. “I think the number of  things 
we do now, we do know how the seniors’ 
population is continuing to increase in 
York Region, that we continue to have 
a need to look at ways to support older 
adults and their caregivers to be able to 
have the choice of  living in their own 
homes with dignity and in their own 
communities as long as possible. There’s a 
number of  challenges we have to be able 
to meet to make that happen.

“One big challenge we have is with 
respect to having enough health human 
resources, particularly personal support 
workers, as well as other frontline workers 
given that there is a lot of  competition. 
As need increases, our ability to be able 
to compete with wages and other sectors, 
the gap is… that is a huge challenge 
we need to address and we’re doing so 
with renewed emphasis given what’s 
happening. We’re also continuing to 
advocate for more investment in the 
homecare and community support sector 
and services so that we can be able to meet 
those needs and respond to the challenges 
of  being able to support people to live at 
home.

“The work that not just CHATS but so 
many other community organizations like 
ours are doing and whether it is for older 

"Hidden crime" of elder abuse in spotlight thanks to CHATS
adults, for people with developmental 
challenges or anybody that is relying 
on community support to help them 
live safely and with dignity is even 
more important and we really need to 
encourage our government leaders to 
take note and to start to invest more 
in the sector. We’re very effective in 
helping people out of  hospital and 
long-term care, but the investment 

that we need to be able to respond to 
the growing demand is not keeping 
pace. That is putting people at risk. If  
there is one message is, we absolutely 
need our political leaders to start to 
recognize the importance of  investing 
in our sector.”

For more about CHATS, including  
Elder Abuse programs, visit chats.on.ca.
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THINGS 
You Ought To Know

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS PEST CONTROL

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do...advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory      Call 905-727-3300   Ext. 102

This could be your spot!
905-727-3300 ext. 102

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

647.200.2687

Quality Trim & Flooring

2.19/ft
Wholesale price

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs(647) 907-7470

www.pearlknstructions.com
1153 Canal Rd, Bradford ON

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23

The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker 
Series presents historian and archaeologist 
Dr. Amy Barron virtually as she explores 
the captivating history of  archaeology 
during wartime. What do archaeologists 
do when the world is at war? Surprisingly, 
many of  them turn spy. During wartime, 
archaeologists on all sides have become 
involved with military intelligence, turning 
their in-depth knowledge of  the land 
and the peoples they studied to support 
their countries at war. This was no more 
apparent than in the Middle East where 
prominent archaeologists played a very 
political game during the First World 
War. Some of  these names, such as T.E. 
Lawrence, also known as Lawrence of  
Arabia, would become legendary. Others, 
when the war was over, simply went back 
to their museums and their excavations. 
7 p.m. via Zoom. Tickets are $8.50 for 
society members and $10.50 for non-
members. Tickets can be purchased on 

the AHS website: aurorahs.com/digger-
teacher-soldier-spy-0.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26

The Aurora Black Community 
Association will close out Black History 
Month at a closing celebration to be held 
online beginning at 5 p.m., with guest-
speaker Rosemary Sadlier, a recipient 
of  the Order of  Ontario. For more 
information, visit aurorablackcommunity.
com.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27

Visual & Performing Arts Newmarket 
presents the Young Artists’ Showcase today 
from 2 – 4 p.m. at Newmarket’s Old Town 
Pall. The Showcase, under the direction of  
George Vandikas, will feature gifted young 
musicians from York Region, including 
Harrison Vandikas on the piano, Angela 
Sievers on the viola, William Morrissey 
on the baritone and Carlene Brown on 

Trumpet. For more information, including 
tickets, visit vpan.ca.

CONTINUING

Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille 
les ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones 
aux débutants capables de converser) 
- qui cherchent à mettre en pratique 
leurs compétences Conversationnelle en 
français. Over Zoom with a nominal fee 
of  $2.50. RSVP by visiting meetup.com/
Partagez-le-francais. For more information, 
email partagez.york@outlook.com.

* * * *
  

Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope 
Full Circle Program textile recycling and 
donation program. In the current COVID 
climate, a greater number of  people are 
wanting to donate or get rid of  unwanted 
items, increasing the need for more outlets 
being available to receive the items. This 
program will provide a convenient way 

for people to donate or get rid of  used/
unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and 
furniture and will help lessen the amount 
of  items ending up in landfills. Materials 
that were previously perceived as waste will 
now be seen as a valuable resource further 
encouraging redistribution. The items 
will be recycled in the following ways: To 
be given to individuals who are survivors 
of  violence and are transitioning from 
shelters into new homes; To be sold in our 
store; To be sold to a textile recycler, which 
makes for an ongoing source of  funding 
for Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide 
their services to the thousands of  people 
that require them each year. When and 
Where: Monday and Wednesday, every 
week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 30-minute time 
slots – only 1 drop off  per time slot. If  you 
do not have an appointment, we cannot 
accept your donation. The Abuse Hurts 
Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham St, 
Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. 
Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  
time slot.
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SERVICESHELP WANTED

APARTMENT FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

CARS WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

HIGH SCHOOL 

MATH TUTOR 
In person or via ZOOM.  

Teaching Calculus, and advanced function. 
Call 416-708-7454 or email:  
lilianausvat@yahoo.com

UNWANTED GUNS??? Properly 
Licenced Buyer (PAL), Guns, Cabinets, 
Collections, Handguns. 705-795-7516.

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

STONE 
SLINGER 

DRIVER WANTED
$35/ Hour + Benefits

Requirements:
  • DZ Driver’s Licence
  • On Site Experience
  • Must Be Proficient In English

Call:905-859-5701

Are you interested in coming to work for 
one of Aurora’s most successful and highly- 
respected law firms? Maybe you’re ready to stop 
commuting long distances and want to make  
a difference closer to home? At Laurion Law we 
pride ourselves on our approach to servicing our 
clients and supporting our staff.  We are a family- 
friendly, team-focused law firm that continues to 
grow every year. As a member of our team, you 
will have competitive compensation, a generous 
vacation package and a warm and inviting work 
space located in one of Aurora’s award-winning 
heritage homes.

We adhere and follow all COVID protocols 
and are all fully vaccinated.

If you are an experienced real estate 
law clerk who wants to join an exciting and 
successful law office and you are skilled in 
using Unity and PC Law please contact us at  
jferris@laurionlaw.com! 

REAL ESTATE LAW CLERK           

CDS is hiring for a: 
Middle/Senior French Teacher
Middle/Senior Math Teacher

Permanent, Full-time
Commencing September 2022

Posting closes March 10th
The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment

1 BEDROOM WALK OUT 
basement apt  with laundry. Central 
King City area. Close to GO Station 
and amenities. All inclusive except for 
cable and WIFI. $1,500/mth. No pets, 
no smoking. Suitable for single person. 
For more information, call 289-383-
3121

before Council to approve the 
development conditionally, he said 
Council’s approval might be required 
before all the relevant environmental 
impact information needs to be filed 
by the Conservation Authority.

“There is no timeline for them 
to give it to us within our timeline, 

which is the 120 days,” he said. This 
is a problem we have consistently 
relayed to the Province…where 
to get that information in a timely 
manner so we can make those 
informed decisions. It is unfortunate 
that the system I feel, and I think 
many elected officials right across 

the Province, believe is broke, but 
if  it continues the way it is, these 
are the types of  applications that 
are going to come before us [to 
make decisions] without the full 
information that is required from 
third parties because they are 
allowed to give them to us after 

we’ve made our decisions. Hopefully 
we can make those changes, but we 
have what is in front of  us and it is 
our obligation to make a decision.”

Council voted down the staff  
recommendation at the Committee 
level, opting to simply receive the 
report instead.

HELP WANTED | FOR RENT
FOR SALE | SERVICES  

IN MEMORIAM | NOTICES
 MISSING PETS...just about 

anything!
905-727-3300 EXT 102

AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS

HELP 
WANTED

John West Way proposal in limbo pending Council decision
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WELLINGTON STREET EAST

MAGNA GOLF CLUB

FUTURE RESIDENTIALFUTURE RESIDENTIAL

Nestled in nature, Aurora Trails is just minutes to the town’s historic downtown,  

boutique shopping on Yonge Street and your connection to the rest of the GTA via  

Highway 404. Centrally-located and well-connected at Wellington Street East and 

Mavrinac Boulevard, Aurora Trails is steps to phenomenal schools, parks, trails, golfing, 

shops and superb dining. Everything your family needs is right outside your front door.

C O M I N G  S O O N  T O  A U R O R A

AN EXCLUSIVE COLLECTION  OF
42’  LUXURY SINGLES

REGISTER NOW FOR PRIORITY ACCESS

2 MIN

GO STATION

10 MIN

404

HWY

16 MIN

400

HWY UPPER CANADA
SHOPPING MALL

15 MIN

LAKE WILCOX
PARK

8 MIN

TORONTO

34 MIN

FROM THE $2M’s

ParadiseDevelopments.com Prices and specifications are subject to change.
All images are artist’s concept. E. & O. E.

Stay Connected
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