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From medication 
management  

and personal care  
to meals and laundry,  
we are here to help! 

905.251.2696

www.heretohelphomecare.ca

905-751-0533|14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S.

www.barronshome.net
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so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 20

www.livingassistance.ca
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REGAL ADDITION – James, Tyler and Sarah are pictured out for a skate at Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park on Sunday, February 6. On the same day, 
the Queen marked the start of her Platinum Jubilee year marking 70 years as Head of State and the park might see a new addition to commemorate the 
milestone. For more, see Page 7.            Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Frustration shouldn’t get in the way 
of  recognizing the impact “common 
sense measures” have had in preserving 
our economy, says Dr. Barry Pakes, York 
Region’s Medical Officer of  Health. 

In his weekly update on the local fight 
against COVID-19, the Region’s top 
doctor touched upon protestors who have 
clogged the streets of  Ottawa for more 

than a week and, this past weekend, took 
their convoys to Toronto to press for an 
end to all COVID-19 measures.

“It is important not to confuse frustration 
with some measures that have impacted 
businesses and many of  the things we 
enjoy with the common-sense measures, 
such as masking and vaccination, which 
have saved our society and our economy, 
and continue to be critical to our ability to 
re-open,” said Dr. Pakes.

“There is a consensus that reopening is 
critical to our mental health and the social 

fabric of  society and our economy. As we 
gradually reopen, many businesses in the 
hardest-hit sectors are the most positively 
impacted. We can now go to restaurants, 
gyms and many other settings, but we 
owe it to them to protect this recovery, to 
continue to wear masks, and adhere to 
measures in these settings – and, of  course, 
get your booster so this re-opening can 
stick.”

As protests continued into this week, Dr. 
Pakes said the overall COVID-19 situation 

Frustration shouldn’t cloud measures 
that have been “critical to re-opening,” 
says Medical Officer of Health

SHINING LIGHT ON INJUSTICE – Grade 12 student Natalie Pineda conveys a powerful message in this sculpture of a shoe, 
which takes pride of place at the Mayor’s Celebration of Youth Arts, now on display at the Aurora Cultural Centre’s temporary gallery space 
at Town Hall. Natalie’s work is a tribute to Black Lives Matter and features the names of many prominent individuals who have lost their 
lives, including Tamir Rice, Samuel Dubose, and Freddie Gray. The Mayor’s Celebration of Youth Arts is a cornerstone of the Centre’s winter 
and fall visual arts program. For more on their recently-announced season, please see Page 13.       
                                                      Photo courtesy of the Aurora Cultural Centre
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FOR THE AURORA ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

SEEKING ADDITIONAL
BOARD MEMBERS

The Aurora Economic Development Corporation (“AEDC”) on
behalf of Council provides strategic leadership and coordination
of community economic development to strengthen and diversify
existing business, attract new business investment, and other
strategic initiatives to the Town.
You are encouraged to the read the Terms of Reference and AEDC
Skills Matrix before applying to serve on the AEDC Board.
More information and applications available at aurora.ca/aedc.
 

To apply, please visit aurora.ca/committeeapplication.
Application deadline is Friday, March 4, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. 

TO W N O F A U R O R A 
P U B L I C N OT I C E

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Town of 
Aurora (the “Town”) is providing notice of its intention to pass a     
by-law, pursuant to Report No. Report No. PDS21-165 – Property 
Matter Metrolinx, for the purpose of declaring as surplus and selling 
parts of lands described as:

• Part of PIN 03670-0722 being Part 2 on 65R-38201, with an           
  approximate size of 2.8 squared meters;

• Part of PIN 03644-0003 being Part 1 on 65R-38293, with an    
  approximate size of 99.0 squared meters;
  
The by-law will be brought forward to a future Council meeting 
and made available on the Town’s website, located at 
aurora.ca/municipalpropertynotices.

For further information, please contact Lisa Hausz, Acting Director, 
Planning & Development Services by email at lhausz@aurora.ca.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS A BY-LAW
TO DECLARE AS SURPLUS AND SELL

MUNICIPAL LANDS

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1  •  aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

Black History Month doesn’t have to be 
just a time to reflect upon trailblazers who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice in the fight for 
racial justice and equity, it should be a time 
to celebrate people young and old who 
are still fighting the fight and achieving 
significant milestones, according to Phiona 
Durrant, founder of  the Aurora Black 
Community (ABC) Association.

This was a message Ms. Durrant 
delivered alongside colleagues from the 
Aurora Black Caucus and the Town’s Anti-
Black Racism and Anti-Racism Task Force 
at Town Hall last Tuesday to mark the start 
of  Black History Month and the raising of  
the Pan-African flag outside the municipal 
offices.

“We know there is oppression involved 
[in Black History] but that does not define 
who we are,” she said. “Black is awesome, 
Black is beautiful, courageous, intelligent. 
We are authors, presidents, teachers, 
lawyers, house cleaners (and I love to clean 
a good house!), we’re everything! So, today, 
when we celebrate Black History month, 
I hope you don’t remember just the ones 
who were killed; just remember we’re 
excellent [and] we’re filled with potential.

“No matter what you’re fighting for, 
someone is going to stand against it. ‘What’s 
the difference between raising this flag and 
everything else? What will change? The 
flag will be raised, everybody will get their 
photos, and we will go back to our beds, 
roll over, and nothing happens.’ I am telling 
you what will change. What will change is 
you finding the courage to speak up. I don’t 
care if  you’re White – don’t tell me you’re 
White so you can’t speak – this flag is not 
just raised for Black people. Jean Augustine 
(the first Black Canadian woman to serve 
in Federal Cabinet) says, ‘Black history is 
Canadian history, not only Black people.’ 
When you make excuses, for your colour, 

Black History Month should be time for celebration, 
reflection: organizers

for why you don’t speak and show up, I 
forgive you.”

Dozens of  people from all different 
backgrounds attended last week’s 
ceremony, including MP Leah Taylor Roy, 
MPP Michael Parsa, Mayor Tom Mrakas, 
and Councillors Wendy Gaertner, John 
Gallo, Rachel Gilliland, Sandra Humfryes, 
Harold Kim, and Michael Thompson.

Taking her chance to speak up, Taylor 
Roy said that as proud as Canadians are 
of  their history, “there are things about our 
history we’re not as proud of.”

“I think acknowledging that and moving 
forward to make sure that those things don’t 
happen again, that we really fight hard to 
ensure there is no more discrimination, that 
we all work together, and that those of  us 
who are allies realize that the work that has 
to be done is not for the Black community 
alone – it is for all of  us,” she said. 

Added Parsa: “All forms of  racial 
injustice and inequality should never be 
tolerated anywhere. This should be the 
focus of  not just the month of  February but 
every single day of  the year. I encourage 
all of  you to reflect and learn about the 
contributions Black Ontarians have and 
continue to have in our Province. We must 
all find ways to contribute and make our 
communities free from racism, inequality 
and discrimination.”

Stories of  contributions made by 
everyday Black Ontarians were shared by 
Mark Lewis, Chair of  the Town’s Anti-
Black Racism and Anti-Racism Task Force. 
He shared poignant stories of  the pioneers 
in his own family, including his educator 
father, mother, and grandfather. 

“Black History Month is a time to reflect 
upon and celebrate the accomplishments 
of  our ancestors,” said Lewis. “While we 
push forward and build upon their legacy, 
it is important to recognize not only the 
pioneers in our struggles to achieve equality 
in society but our hometown heroes.”

His grandfather was a teacher and 
principal in The Grenadines prior to 

coming to Canada. His father followed in 
his footsteps as a high school teacher after 
achieving his Engineering degree from 
McGill University.

“An engineering degree from McGill 
carries a lot of  clout in this country, but 
for a Black man in the sixties, it did not 
guarantee employability due to racism,” 
he shared. “It was at this point my dad 
followed in their footsteps and taught in 
the North York Board of  Education for 
two years before going back to school to 
earn a Masters Degree in Education from 
Queen’s University.

“His hard work, coupled with the drive 
of  my hard-working mother, who was a 
middle school English teacher and librarian 
in East York, one of  the most diverse and 
low-income neighbourhoods in the GTA 
– their work afforded my sister and I the 
privilege of  growing up in Markham in the 
80s, a town at the time not unlike Aurora, 
about to experience exponential growth 
and struggle.

“I am proud to be an Aurora resident. 

I am also proud of  the struggles of  my 
parents that shaped my development. 
It is important for us to take time and 
reflect upon the legacies of  our forefathers 
and mothers. As Nelson Mandela once 
elegantly stated, ‘The history of  struggle 
is rich with the stories of  heroes and 
heroines. Some of  them leaders, some of  
them followers, all of  them deserve to be 
remembered.’”

For Milton Hart, head of  the Aurora 
Black Caucus, these leaders include Durrant 
as well as Jerisha Grant-Hall, Chair of  the 
Newmarket African Caribbean Canadian 
Association.

“These women are doing a fantastic 
job and will go down as part of  Canadian 
history,” said Hart. “It should be Black 
History Year. It should also be a situation 
where Black history is woven into our 
curriculum. It should be woven into every 
facet of  our media. There is a very simple 
truth I want to convey here: Black history is 
indeed Canadian history. Yes, we can talk 
about racism. We should indeed talk about 
the atrocities of  the past. But we cannot 
forget Viola Desmond. We should talk 
about societal ills, but we can’t forget about 
someone like Garrett Morgan, whose work 
gave us the three-light stoplight. We can 
talk about the atrocities of  the past, but we 
should never forget Lewis Latimer, whose 
work gave us the electric bulb.

“I’m here because some folks, White, 
Black, people from every race decided not 
to settle. I am here because people from 
ever race decided to stand up so that I could 
run. They decided to sit so I could move 
around. Let’s learn from Black history in 
order to bring honour to the stalwarts on 
whose shoulders we stand on. Indeed, we 
stand on the shoulders of  giants. Indeed, 
we stand on the shoulders of  people who 
just wouldn’t settle, people who resisted. 
Every single civil rights movement that we 
have come to know only gained traction 
because people from every single race 
decided to stand up.”

Mark Lewis, Chair of Aurora’s Anti-Black Racism 
and Anti-Racism Task Force, speaks at Town Hall 
on February 1 to mark the start of Black History 
Month.      Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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APARTMENT STYLE LIVING, 
INDEPENDENT LIVING  

& ASSISTED LIVING

BOOK YOUR PERSONALIZED  
TOUR TODAY.

opening soon

905-503-9505  |  DELMANOR.COM

Hailing from a Persian background, 
local book lover Loba Fallah knows all 
too well the importance of  highlighting 
and promoting diverse voices – and 
that’s exactly what she’s doing at 
Bookworms & Company. 

Bookworms & Company, a bookstore 
located in St. Andrew’s Village at 
the corner of  Yonge and Orchard 
Heights Boulevard, opened this past 
fall challenging the idea of  a traditional 
bookstore.

Her aim was to create “a little home 
for people locally where they can come, 
where they can chat,” and, once COVID 
restrictions are fully lifted, where they 
can gather to celebrate a love for the 
written word and eclectic voices.

“I don’t want to just necessarily be 
a place where you can come and pick 
up a book and it’s a faceless store,” says 
Fallah. “We want it to be a place where 
people get to know each other, where 
people can have book clubs, reading 
time, story time, and just a social hour 
for parents or teenagers, and everyone 
else as well.”

It is through this idea of  creating a 
space where people can get to know 
each other that Bookworms & Company 
became involved with the Aurora Black 
Community Association (ABC).

Throughout Black History Month, 
the store is sharing an array of  books 
written by Black voices, with 10 per cent 
of  the proceeds from each sale through 
February going to the ABC’s I Can 
Swim program.

“In Canada, immigrants are less 
likely to learn to swim or to participate 
recreationally,” says the ABC of  the 
initiative. “Most Canadian newcomers 

come from Asia, Africa and the 
Caribbean. With the stereotype that 
most assume that coming from the 
Caribbean coming from water, we must 
all be fish or expert swimmers [but] 
that is not the reality. We aim to fund 
swimming lessons for ten families – 
adults and children – who want to learn 
swimming, a life skill that all should 
have.”

Fallah’s aim is to not only support the 
program but introduce local readers to 
voices they might not have previously 
enjoyed.

“This just came naturally to also be 
able to promote Black History Month 
and bring over all the diverse voices, 
from fiction to non-fiction, to children, 
to everything else – even a jigsaw puzzle 
I found,” she says. “We want to help 
the community and work with local 
organizations and companies; I have 
been doing that anyway with a lot of  

other things as well in terms of  trying to 
feature local authors, local makers and 
artists and everything else as well, so this 
just came naturally.

“I have lived in Aurora for seven 
years. I am still learning about all the 
different organizations. People come 
in and suggest different things and I 
understand it more and understand this 
may be in line with what I want to do 
and go forward with it.”

Among the books highlighted in their 
display are “28 Days: Moments in Black 
History that Changed the World” by 
Charles R. Smith, “The Black History 
Book: Big Ideas Simply Explained”, 
“Becoming,” the memoir of  former 
U.S. First Lady Michelle Obama, “The 
Autobiography of  Malcolm X”, and 
two of  her own personal favourites, 
“What I Know for Sure” by Oprah 
Winfrey and “The Momba Mentality: 
How I Play” by the late basketball great 

Kobe Bryant.
“I only have three books on my 

bedside table and two of  those are 
‘What I Know for Sure’ and ‘The 
Momba Mentality,’” says Fallah. “They 
are filled with little life lessons you can 
pick up and read a little bit every day. 
Both of  those books are the types you 
can crack open to any page and find 
something that resonates with you. It 
gives you a little more insight and takes 
you away from your current problems 
and makes you step back and look at 
it from a different perspective. That’s 
what I find good about these books, 
‘Momba Mentality’ especially because 
of  the way he approaches life – and 
with Oprah, the amount of  adversity 
she went through just to become who 
she is now.”

For more on Bookworms & Co. visit www.
bookwormsco.com or call 905-750-0130.

Local bookstore highlighting diverse voices, 
supporting Black Community

Loba Fallah, owner of Bookworms & Co., a bookshop at the St. Andrew’s Village, offers an array of titles selected for Black History Month with 10 per cent 
of sales this month going towards the Aurora Black Community Association’s I Can Swim program.    Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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In last week’s Auroran, February 
3, 2022, the Letter to the Editor 
by E. Evans raised some excellent 
concerns about safety issues of  having 
289 unregistered, not declared safe, 
2-unit secondary suites on the Town 
registration list.

And an article by Brock Weir in 
which Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
expressed the need to Council for 
improved communications with 
residents over various issues including 
minor variances in neighbourhoods 
also drew my attention.

Having responded along with other 
neighbours in early December to a 
notice of  application for minor variance 
to approve two additional basement 
suites on a neighbouring property, I do 
feel the frustration and anger referred 
to in Mr. Weir’s article with the lack of  
adequate staff  feedback and reporting 
on the application.

We eventually found out it was denied. 
On further questioning, I learned that 
the staff  report, to guide the decision of  
the Committee of  Adjustment, made 
no mention that the “second set” of  
two secondary suites already installed 
were illegal. The staff  report to the 
Committee concluded that these extra 
two units met the general intent of  a by-
law allowing one extra unit.

Would it not be Council’s job to make 
these policy decisions and not staff ?

I want to make it clear that I am aware 
of  the need for more affordable housing 
in Town, but agree that landlords must 
adhere to safety issues and By-laws 
enforced; or why have them?

P. Ashby
Aurora

It arrived with minimal fanfare on 
Sunday, a far cry from similar anniversaries 
10, 20, and even 45 years ago.

Thanks to the global pandemic and 
some alarming shifts in global affairs and 
public discourse, 2022 is a very different 
world compared to the everyday realities of  
2012, 2002, and 1977.

2012 wasn’t immune from seismic shifts 
in the decade that preceded it. If  you put 
the  2002 yearbook side by side with that 
of  1977, it might be easier to point out the 
differences than the similarities. And yet, 
throughout it all, has been Queen Elizabeth 
II.

70 years ago this past weekend, upon 
the death of  her father George VI, while 
she was on an official tour, spending the 
night in a treehouse overlooking the wild 
animals of  Kenya as they gathered around 
a watering hole, Princess Elizabeth became 
Queen of  this and many other countries.

While her accession to the throne was 
a global event, the very moment of  the 
transition from one reign to the next, passed 
silently. 

The Queen marked the 70th anniversary 
of  her remarkable reign, her Platinum 
Jubilee, with a small reception just before 
the anniversary, spending the day itself  
quietly, privately, as she always has, in quiet 
contemplation of  her father.

While it is easy to recognize February 6 
as a celebration of  her reign, it should be 
considered that, for Elizabeth II, it is also a 
day for a daughter to remember her father.

The Queen has often been lauded as 
a living symbol of  continuity in a rapidly 
changing world, yet also a person who has 
balanced continuity with deftly shifting 
and evolving with the times, perhaps even 
pivoting, to serve her people.

“I declare before you all that my whole 
life, whether it be long or short, shall be 
devoted to your service and to the service 
of  our great imperial family to which we 
all belong,” said Princess Elizabeth in a 
broadcast from South Africa to mark her 
21st birthday in 1947.

The aforesaid “imperial family” 
has come and gone, replaced with the 
Commonwealth Family of  Nations, yet she 
remains, an historic, and dare I say iconic, 
figure who somehow remains as relevant 
today as ever.

Take, for instance, global speech our 
Head of  State made in April 2020 when 
the world was still grappling with a virus 
keeping us all indoors, an invisible enemy 
of  which we knew precious little.

At a time of  uncertainty and fear, a 
time when words from our politicians were 

doing equally precious little to comfort the 
masses, millions of  people from around the 
world were compelled to gather around 
their televisions, their radios, and their 
devices to hear their monarch. They might 
not have been able to pinpoint just why they 
felt the need to take it in, but feel it they did.

“Together we are tackling this disease, 
and I want to reassure you that if  we remain 
united and resolute, then we will overcome 
it,” she said. “I hope in the years to come 
everyone will be able to take pride in how 
they responded to this challenge. 

“Across the Commonwealth and around 
the world, we have seen heartwarming 
stories of  people coming together to help 
others, be it through delivering food parcel 
and medicines, checking on neighbours 
or converting businesses to help the relief  
effort. And though self-isolation may at 
times be hard, many people of  all faiths, 
and of  none, are discovering that it presents 
an opportunity to slow down, pause and 
reflect, in prayer or meditation.

“While we have faced challenges before, 
this one is different. This time, we join with 
all nations across the globe in a common 
endeavour. Using the great advances of  
science and our instinctive compassion to 
heal, we will succeed, and that success will 
belong to every one of  us. We should take 
comfort that while we may have more still 
to endure, better days will return: we will be 
with our friends again; we will be with our 
families again; we will meet again.”

Her message was universal and one, 
it seemed, many leaders felt difficult to 
articulate. But this was not the Queen’s 
first kick at the can. Time, wisdom and 
experience came together to reassure 
people on a very different level than our 
other leaders – and judging from the 
response I saw from even some unlikely 
quarters on how these words moved them 
both tears and resolve, it couldn’t have been 
firmer on point.

After nearly 70 years on the throne and, 
yes, ensconced in the safety of  her “bubble” 
within a castle, she was, in my view, never 
closer to citizens of  her realms or closer 

to the pulse of  everyone throughout the 
Commonwealth.

Elizabeth II is an extraordinary woman 
who has reigned through extraordinary 
times. She continues to do so through 
times that were, perhaps, never more 
extraordinary than they are now. As such, 
this extraordinary anniversary, in my 
view, should be marked in extraordinary 
ways throughout our communities, 
whether through public art, infrastructure 
improvements, facilities dedications, or 
even the establishment of  scholarships 
and bursaries in her name.

In the Golden and Diamond Jubilees, 
the Government of  Canada followed the 
lead of  the United Kingdom by issuing 
commemorative medals to honour unsung 
community builders and the everyday 
heroes around is. 

As we still work towards coming 
out of  our extraordinary public health 
circumstances, I personally can think of  
no better way to mark this extraordinary 
milestone of, yes, an extraordinary 
leader by creating a medal in her name 
to honour the extraordinary heroes who 
have worked tirelessly each and every day 
for the past two years to keep us safe, fed, 
and employed.

It’s often said that true superheroes 
don’t have to wear capes. True superheroes 
don’t have to wear crowns, either. What we 
have seen over the past 24 months is that 
our superheroes also wear medical scrubs, 
they wear aprons, they wear grocery store 
name tags accompanied by creatively-
personalized PPE, and they even sport 
wrinkles in the seats of  their pants, a 
testament to their long hours behind the 
wheel to keep our supply chains flowing.

Last week ended with a dire warning 
from Toronto police to our frontline 
heroes – our tireless and dedicated doctors 
and nurses – to avoid wearing anything 
that gave away their profession lest they 
be attacked with any form of  abuse from 
a small group of  individuals in Toronto 
apparently intent on ending public health 
mandates.

It’s a far cry from where we were in the 
spring of  2020 when such uniforms were 
almost universally celebrated and before 
the rainbows that decorated our windows, 
so movingly described by the Queen in 
her April 2020 address, sadly dried up.

To honour an extraordinary woman 
and her extraordinary reign, I can’t think 
of  a better tangible way to honour our 
Platinum-plated frontline heroes than a 
medal in her name.

It’s not too late to make it happen.

To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email to  

brock@lpcmedia.ca  
Deadline for submissions  

is Sunday at 1 p.m.

www.TheAuroran.com

@TheAuroranNews

Bylaws should be 
enforced on second suites

Don’t all Aurorans 
deserve to live in safety?

Since last week, I have learned that 
the Town’s on-line list of  Registered 
“Two-Unit”, or basement apartments, 
does include the ones with PR 
numbers.

It still leaves 190, or 64% of  all units 
unregistered  and therefore not safe as 
per requirements.

It seems to me this would require the 
Town to update its processes to ensure 
that all listed units are approved in 
timely fashion. There are units still on 
this list from more than twenty years 
ago.

Please, Council, before we 
consider three-unit suites, how can 
we solve the issues surrounding 
these unregistered two-unit suites? 

E. Evans
Aurora

Machell’s Corners
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I would like to start by wishing 
the members of  our Newmarket—
Aurora community a happy and 
healthy Lunar New Year! May the 
Year of  the Tiger bring you peace 
and prosperity as we look to the 
future with ambition and confidence.

Thanks to the efforts of  Ontarians, 
we are starting to see glimmers 
of  hope. With key public health 
and health care indicators starting 
to show signs of  improvement, 
Ontario is beginning to cautiously 
and gradually ease public health 
measures.

I recently had the honour of  
meeting some of  the externs at 
Southlake Regional Health Centre. 
Ontario’s extern program gives 
nursing and health professional 
students the chance to work in 
hospitals, while building up the 
province’s health care workforce to 
ensure patients can continue to access 
the health care they need when they 
need it. There are over 3,100 externs 
across the province, including 93 who 
are currently participating in the 
program at Southlake. It was great to 
hear about their experiences and the 
work they’re doing to provide high-
quality care to patients and families 
in our community.

Our government continues to 
work with communities across the 

province to support families, workers, 
and businesses, including those in 
Newmarket—Aurora. Locally, this 
includes a number of  organizations 
in our community that have received 
grants through the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation.

The John Howard Society of  
York Region is a valued part of  
our community, supporting families 
during difficult times and helping us 
to build a strong and safe Ontario. I 
recently met with them to learn more 
about the impact of  two Ontario 
Trillium Foundation grants that 
combined, provided them with over 
$405,000. These grants were used 
to expand their programming for 
youth and adopt new approaches, so 
that members of  our community can 

continue to access the services they 
rely on during the pandemic and in 
the future. 

I also met with representatives 
from CAYR Community 
Connections, a local non-profit that 
creates safe and inclusive spaces for 
people in York Region to access the 
specialized services and care they 
need. In 2020, CAYR Community 
Connections received a $45,300 Seed 
Grant through the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation to build programs 
that connect pregnant women and 
mothers living with HIV, ensuring 
they have the support they need and 
empowering them on their journey 
to wellness.

These are just two of  the non-
profit organizations that have played 
a key role in our community. I want 
to extend my sincere thanks to all 
the organizations and non-profits 
who work hard every day to ensure 
that members of  our community can 
continue to access the supports they 
need during the pandemic and in the 
future. Our government is proud to 
call you valued partners in our work 
to build strong, healthy communities.  

Should you have any questions 
about this update or other provincial 
matters, my constituency office is 
available and can be reached at 905-
853-9889.

Senior Scape
Christina Doyle

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

This month with Valentine’s Day 
quickly upon us, I have noticed that 
when my heart is filled with gratitude, 
I can cope with what changes in my 
life may occur.

The hymn Amazing Grace was 
never more beautifully sung than by 
Elvis Presley.

A hymn written in the 1700s by 
and about the experience of  John 
Newton, who was an English poet 
and clergyman, who was earlier 
pushed into slave trading. It was 
heard throughout the world and gave 
people hope and faith that a change 
was coming.

Living with grace is that we will 
and have had many a challenge in our 
lives, but it is a gift that can allow you 
to grow spiritually. It is possible to live 
gracefully, even though the world is 
in so much chaos.  There is no better 
time than the present.

Let’s not try to control outcomes 
that may be beyond our own influence. 
I know that this isn’t easy because 
we all want to control our future to 
some degree. But, you can create the 
future you would like to enjoy through 
gratitude and grace.

Grace is available for each of  us 
every day; it is our spiritual bread but 
we must live with a grateful heart to 
carry us through any challenges along 
the way. Beauty in all forms begins 
with grace.  Grace has the potential 
to change lives and turn any negative 
situation into a positive one. To not 
be reactive but active in kindness, love 
and acceptance.  Grace costs nothing, 
it’s free and accessible to everyone, at 
any moment. And doesn’t have to be 
connected with one single religion.

Where all hope is lost and people 
are dismal in sadness, it takes only one 
person to stand up in grace and show 
them there’s a positive path forward. 
An act of  grace such as a warm hug, 
a hot chocolate, and a blanket gives 
grace to those cold and hungry in 
winter.

You may have witnessed an act 
of  grace in your building, your 
neighbourhood or on television.  
Grace is the older sister at war who 
gives her only portion of  food to her 
younger siblings and although hungry, 
goes without. 

Grace can be a reminder that even 
after years of  someone passing, their 
legacy of  grace continues.

I was one of  those people who 
witnessed Princess Diana get married 
on television in the early hours of  
the morning one day. She was the 
perfect epitome of  grace. She walked 
with honesty and integrity, even when 
times were difficult. She used those 
hard times to change the lives of  
others. She hugged those with HIV/
AIDS when little was known about 
the disease and showed the world it 
was safe to reach out to others.  She 
walked through land mines in Angola 
and met with survivors, who had lost 
their limbs. 

Grace puts the power back in your 
hands, and shows us all that there is 
a choice to live in peace and clarity. 
A way that isn’t forceful but through 
trust and faith, we can do so much 
better.

Here are some pointers to walk in 
grace:

Let your heart guide you  

and take the time to listen

Take good care of  yourself, rest,  

sleep and eat right

Practice kindness and compassion

Limit drama and embrace peace

Live simply, don’t let the things you own,  

your schedule or people suffocate you

Focus your attention on what you find useful, 

beautiful and meaningful and let the rest just go!

Spend time in nature, just breathe it in  

or take a picture to preserve the memory

Happy February, dear hearts! 

For those readers interested in 
politics, 2022 has already proven to 
have surprises with the unceremonious 
termination of  Erin O’Toole as federal 
Conservative Party Leader.

While Candice Bergen has been 
elected as the interim CPC Leader, the 
party membership will choose a new 
leader sometime this year.

Then, on June 2, there will be a 
provincial election and this October 
the municipal election will take place in 
Town.

Political junkies will certainly be 
happy with all the activities. 

On a different, but related note, 
many trees have been felled in the 
study of  democratic renewal and re-
invigorating both our electoral process 
and our public institutions. There has 
been a myriad of  reports, studies, focus 
groups and polling done on this issue. 

But whether or not we have good 
government fundamentally comes 
down to the occupants of  the elected 
seats. 

We don’t necessarily need to be 
governed by the best educated or by 
those with the highest incomes.

In fact, if  you look at the experience 
of  our contemporary leaders, they come 
from many different backgrounds. The 
current Prime Minister is a teacher 
by training, while the last one was an 
economist. The Premier of  Ontario 
was an operator of  the family business.

We do need, however, to elect people 
who represent and reflect the best 
qualities of  our community.

This is especially true given the 
municipal election this fall. Aurora will 
elect Council members for the first time 
using a ward system. The community 
will elect a Mayor and six Councilors, 
where each councilor will represent a 
specific ward.

It will be interested to see if  any 
of  the incumbent councilors end up 
seeking the same ward seat as one of  

their current seat mates.
With the introduction of  a ward 

system, it will be easier for first time 
candidates to seek a Council seat as 
they will only have to campaign over a 
smaller geographic area.

I expect to see some fascinating 
Council races this fall.

We need people who truly are of  
our community, in our community, and 
for our community. They need to put 
the Town’s interest ahead of  their own 
narrowly defined self-interest. And the 
people we elect should have as their 
goal simply quality of, and selflessness 
of  service, rather than longevity of  
service. 

Our Council needs people from all 
walks of  life, who have enthusiasm and 
energy to burn, and who, although 
possessing strong opinions are, at the 
same time, consensus builders, who 
work hard and get things done. 

This fall, when I am looking for 
someone to support, I begin the process 
by reviewing the brochures or simple 
pamphlets produced by the respective 
candidates. 

I look for information on four 
broad areas: education, professional/
vocational background, volunteer 
endeavors and accomplishments 
and the issues and answers that the 
candidate has identified as important. 

We should be looking at the whole 
person. For instance, someone might 
not have much of  a formal education, 
but their professional/vocational or 
volunteer accomplishments would 
make up for it. Or their stance on 
three or four important issues may be 
particularly compelling.

Regarding education: Do they have 
any post-secondary training? If  so, in 
what area? Do they have any specialized 
knowledge, (i.e. energy, public safety, 
health, social work, education)?

What have they done in their private 
life? What type of  career have they 
had? Do they belong to any professional 
organizations?

Have they participated in any 
volunteer activities? If  so, for how long 
and in what capacity? Are they or have 
they been in the past a coach, referee or 
administrator for any of  the local sports 
organizations?

If  not presently a member of  
Council, have they attended any of  the 
public Council meetings? Do they sit on 
any of  the community committees? Are 
they part of  any ratepayer group?

Have they taken the time to write 
letter(s) to the editor on a particular 
issue in the past? What was the issue 
that made them write?

And finally, what are the key issues 
that they are seeking office on?

The brochure does not necessarily 
need to be expensive or ornate, but 
it should be visually appealing to the 
eye and should attempt to provide a 
balanced view of  the candidate.

For those who are seeking office for 
the first time, spend time on making the 
brochure/pamphlet a good one. For 
many candidates it is the first point of  
contact with the voting public, and as 
my mom always said, first impressions 
are important. 

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

CHRISTINE'S 
CHRONICLES

Christine Elliott, MPP 
Newmarket-Aurora

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is celebrating...

With a cup of tea!
It’s always a good idea to have a hot cup of tea to drive away that 

wintery cold weather! This selection from our collection (86.62) 

features a white base with blue stylized flowers with purple stems and 

green leaves, and is a registered design from July 18, 1853. This set was 

given to Ann Woodrow (1938-1890) by her family on her marriage in 

1860 to George Norman.

Living in Grace

For those first timers seeking a Council seat

Supporting a Resilient Community
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35TV’S 
(formerly Artisan)

BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH 

Regular Order 
second one 

1/2 PRICE
T IPSY GOOSE

T H E
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The Town of  Aurora is proud to be taking 
steps to renew and strengthen its relationship 
with Indigenous communities and residents. 
As part of  this commitment, in partnership 
with The Town, The Auroran is providing 
this space to Anishinaabe Traditional 
Grandmother and Cultural Consultant Kim 
Wheatley to share insights, storytelling and 
teachings with the Aurora community.

In the season of  winter, we 
have begun the celebration that 
acknowledges the importance of  
families and relationships that 
support inclusion, both at home 
and in the workplace. Family Day 
historic research reveals this day is 
supposed “to reflect the values of  
family and home that were important 
to the pioneers who founded Alberta”, 
and to give workers the opportunity to 
spend more time with their families.

It was introduced in Saskatchewan 
in 2007 and in Ontario in 2008.

This Google search leaves me, and 
I am sure many families wondering 
about the intention of  this now-

adopted holiday right 
here in Ontario. If  its 
original and seemingly 
unchanged intention 
was for pioneers then 
where do all the other 
folks in this province fit 
in? 

As an Indigenous 
person of  Anishinaabe 
ancestry I am not a 
pioneer, nor are my 
ancestors… or are 
they? After all, what is a 
pioneer? Well according 
to the dictionary, it is 
“a person who is among the first to 
explore or settle a new country or 
area.”

I think we can all agree that First 
Nations were the first people to explore 
and settle the continent of  North 
America. In fact, we even named it 
Turtle Island and honoured every 
square inch of  the land, above, below 
and around it, in lots of  profound ways 
that had nothing to do with personal 

As Ontario continues to cautiously
reopen, keep up-to-date on the
latest public health guidelines

Stay informed to protect yourself and your community from COVID-19

Learn more at york.ca/preventcovid19

Together, let’s keep our public health indicators
trending in a positive direction

MAINTAIN A
PHYSICAL DISTANCE

WASH
YOUR HANDS

MONITOR
YOUR HEALTH

WEAR A MASK
OR FACE COVERING

ISOLATE
IF SICK

GET
VACCINATED

lineage names or from 
place names imported 
across the oceans. The 
names Indigenous 
People used to name 
the lands reflected 
an understanding 
of  the topography, 
geography, seasonality 
and sacredness of  the 
lands around us. The 
names allowed others 
to understand how to 
interact in any given 
area with deep respect 

and reverence always.
We taught our children and they 

taught theirs what these names were 
and why they were significant. The 
names we used told one about the land 
itself  such as significant features or 
usage. We taught those that eventually 
arrived on our various shores what 
we called our Great Island and the 
many places therein including how 
to interact with the land, our Earth 
Mother in a good way.

Many cautions were also shared 
especially about ONLY taking what 
you needed and leaving enough for 
others. We assumed that everyone 
understood the Earth to be sacred 
and we are all responsible for a 
good relationship with her. This was 
demonstrated through the practice of  
ensuring that the lands, waters and 
air were in perfect condition for those 
that would come long after us, in fact, 
at least for the next seven generations. 
Our long vision of  responsibility was 
founded on the principle of  ensuring 
that any decision we make today would 
not cause harm for seven generations 
from now. 

Indigenous communities kept 
detailed accounts of  everything…
in every region amongst all Nations. 
These shared details directed and 
informed how settler folk were 
encouraged to live on Turtle Island 
ensuring there was enough for all. 
Settlers were shown where to harvest 
and when, how much should be 
gathered and how much should 
remain untouched.

By introducing a two-eyed way of  
seeing the world around us we still 
encourage Canadians to embrace 
these values and powerfully significant 
practices…after all, it is home to us 
all!

Indigenous Nations across North 
America shared and continue to share 
the values of  stewardship, ceremonies, 
teachings, and resource management 
demonstrating how to live in a 
good way that was founded on love, 
respect, humility, bravery, honesty, 
truth and wisdom as commonly 
referred to today as the 7 Sacred 
Teachings. This practice served 
centuries of  inhabitation on Turtle 
Island successfully without depleting 
anything that sustained us.

All Indigenous Nations taught their 
children to “never take more than you 
need” and “honour your relatives”, 
which includes the mineral world, 
the plant world, the animal world, 
the elements, the sky world and our 
ancestors always, in ALL ways. 

Not only did our ancestors teach us 
this …they lived it all the time. These 
Nations understood that the Earth 
was living and lifegiving, hence the 
respectful term “Mother Earth” who 
was, and is, capable of  supporting 
our life in every way. There was food 
to eat, building materials for homes, 
medicine for healing, sacred spaces 
for celebrations, clean drinking water 
everywhere, clean air and healthy 
landscapes for a really good life.

A deep understanding of  the 
cyclical nature of  relationships and 
honouring the transitions so that 
nothing was depleted, destroyed or 
harmed was basic life training for all 
ages. The firm belief  held by all was 
that there was enough for everyone. 
No commodification practices could 
ever replace the integral value of  the 
life support systems that surrounded 
us. 

These values, these practices are 
now something of  historic recollection 
but certainly not of  supported value 
or practice for the most part today. 
How much green space is there in 

By Kim Wheatley
Anishinaabe Traditional 

Grandmother  
& Cultural Consultant

WALKING THE 
SWEETGRASS 

ROAD

Family Day
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Queen’s Platinum Jubilee to be commemorated  
with concert, bench and more

A musical tribute and a place to sit 
and reflect are just two ways the Town of  
Aurora is looking to commemorate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this year.

On Sunday, February 6, Queen 
Elizbeth II marked the 70th anniversary of  
her accession to the throne. In a statement 
released over the weekend, the long-serving 
Head of  State re-iterated her commitment 
to the Commonwealth.

“As we mark this anniversary, it gives me 
pleasure to renew to you the pledge I gave 
in 1947 that my life will always be devoted 
to your service,” she said. “As I look 
ahead with a sense of  hope and optimism 
to the year of  my Platinum Jubilee, I 
am reminded of  how much we can be 
thankful for. These last seven decades 
have seen extraordinary progress socially, 
technologically and culturally that have 
benefited us all; and I am confident that 
the future will offer similar opportunities to 
us and especially to younger generations in 
the United Kingdom and throughout the 
Commonwealth.

“As I look forward to continuing to serve 
you with all my heart, I hope this Jubilee 
will bring together families and friends, 
neighbours and communities – after some 
difficult times for so many of  us – in order 
to enjoy the celebrations and to reflect on 
the positive developments in our day-to-
day lives that have so happily coincided 
with my reign.”

Celebration will be the order of  the 
day when Aurora commemorates the 
anniversary.

At a date to be determined this spring 
or summer, one Wednesday in the Town’s 
popular Concerts in the Park series will be 
dedicated to the Jubilee with a “Last Night 
at the Proms” style concert.

A more permanent reminder of  
the milestone will be the placement of  
a commemorative bench at Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee Park, in addition to other 
ideas that are contingent on receiving a 
grant from the Federal Government.

“One of  the concerts will be dedicated 
to A Night at the Proms to honour the 
Jubilee year,” says Lisa Warth, Manager of  
Recreation for Town of  Aurora. “The other 
thing we’re hoping to do, even without a 
grant, is a bench dedication at Jubilee Park, 
with some sort of  commemorative plaque 
[recognizing] the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee.

“We’re thinking of  doing something to 
commemorate the occasion in the Canada 
Day Parade, either specially-decorated 
float or a banner we could have volunteers 
carry. We want to have a tea at the Seniors’ 
Centre [similar to one held in 2015 to mark 
the Queen becoming the longest-reigning 
monarch] just to have a free event seniors 
could attend. That would likely be in the 
spring.”

The start of  the Platinum Jubilee Year 
was marked across the country on Sunday 
with the unveiling of  Canada’s official 
Jubilee Emblem, a definitive stamp from 
Canada Post, and a new coin from the 
Royal Canadian Mint. 

A flag bearing the Platinum Jubilee 
Emblem was also raised at Queen’s Park in 
a virtual ceremony overseen by Lieutenant-
Governor Elizabeth Dowdeswell with a 
special message from Premier Doug Ford 
“as we celebrate her 70 years of  service to 
the Commonwealth and its people.”

“The Commonwealth is built on 

the highest qualities of  the spirit of  man, friendship, 
loyalty and the desire for freedom and peace,” he said. 
“Her Majesty has demonstrated this spirit throughout 
her lifetime of  leadership and public service, and as 
she has never wavered to her dedication, devotion and 
duty to serving the people since ascending the throne 
in 1952. Her enduring leadership, perseverance and 
the values she champions have helped and inspired 
millions of  people here in Ontario and around the 
world. On this special day, I would like to thank  
Her Majesty the Queen for everything she’s done to 
make Canada, the Commonwealth and the world  
a better place.” 

(LEFT) The Queen is pictured at Queen’s Park in 2010. She marked 
the 70th anniversary of her reign on Sunday and the milestone 
is slated to be celebrated in Aurora this spring or summer with 
a special presentation. (ABOVE) A photo collage entitled “Her 
Majesty” by Aurora artist Deborah Campo. (BOTTOM) The Federal 
Government released Canada’s official Platinum Jubilee emblem 
on Sunday.



THE AURORAN, Thursday, February 10, 2022Page  8

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

&FINANCE
BUSINESS

Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

From page 6

 Get 2022 off to a great start!

Raise your marketing to 
the next level with 

customized branded products.  

Visit Promotionalmarketing.ca
for inspiration and information.

 905-841-0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

Shop Local!

We’re Here to Support You!
Virtual Appointments Available! 905-727-3777
www.rncemploymentservices.ca

This Employment Ontario service is funded 
in part by the Government of Canada and the 
Government of Ontario.

RNC           Employment
 Servi ces

REGISTER NOW! 905-727-3777
222 Wellington Street East, 
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 4:30 pm  
The views expressed in the publication are the views of the Service 
Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Province. The 
Government of Ontario and its agencies are in no way bound by the 
recommendations contained in this document

Our expertise, career counselling, 
programs and services will help you 
conduct a successful job search!  
l Support Job Seekers and Employers
l Hiring and Training Incentives*

l Job Postings              l Job Fairs
l Career Counselling   l Job Development       
l Workshops     l Info Sessions     
* Eligibility Guidelines Apply

Council leans towards single gymnasium  
for the SARC

A new gymnasium could soon 
become a reality at the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex.

Council this month is set to approve 
the construction of  a single gymnasium 
after giving it the tentative green light at 
the Committee level last Tuesday. 

If  ultimately approved, the single gym 
would cost $11.3 million and go towards 
meeting an already identified shortfall 
of  gymnasium facilities in Town. The 
finished product would sport a 24-foot 
ceiling and span 8,500 square feet.

The single gym was one of  two options 
presented to Council, the second being a 
16,600 square foot double gymnasium 
at a cost of  $18.8 million. But although 
a double gym is what local sports 
organizations have been pushing for, 
according to municipal staff, the double 
option proved difficult for many reasons. 

“One of  the main things that came out 
of  [consultation with organizations] was 
a strong desire for a double gymnasium 
because it would allow for competition 
use, particularly with volleyball and 
basketball,” said Lisa Warth, Recreation 
Manager for the Town. “They told 
us they would not be able to run 
tournaments and that type of  thing with 
just a single gymnasium. It would allow 

for a full game, but it wouldn’t allow for 
any type of  tournament use or that sort 
of  thing.”

While the budget was a factor 
standing in the way of  a double gym, 
environmental concerns were at issue. 

The gym is slated to be constructed 
in the southwest corner of  the SARC 
adjacent to the entrance of  the David 
Tomlinson Nature Reserve. A single 
gym will encroach slightly onto 
environmental lands, but will not be a 
significant concern, staff  said. A double 
gym, however, could have an impact on 
provincially significant wetlands.

“I just don’t see [the double gym] 
as a viable option,” said Mayor Tom 
Mrakas. “We know it would be needed, 
it is in demand, we know it is something 
our sporting organizations would like 
to utilize and would attract [as] a sports 
tourism site, but I don’t think the site is 
viable…if  it is encroaching.”

Councillor Rachel Gilliland said she 
was “disappointed” at the feasibility 
of  the double gym, recognizing sports 
groups’ desire to have more tournament 
options within Aurora, but added one 
gym would still help the Town meet 
demand.

“We need a single gym, but essentially 
we need five,” she said. “I am happy 
to support the single gym [as] it seems 
the double gym would be extremely 
complicated…because of  parking, the 

wetlands and land acquisition and it 
doesn’t seem like it will be in our favour. 
We have to fulfil some of  the demand 
and this facility that already has a lot of  
other things on offer for the community, 
it makes sense for it to be all in one spot.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner had a 
similar view.

“I know [the sports community] 
would love a double gym [but] we have 
an economic and environmental reality 
that we do have to deal with and we 
would have to deal with in a second 
gym,” she said. “I don’t think it is in the 
range of  possibility for this Town and I 
apologise for the disappointment [the 
sports community] must have.”

This “economic reality” was enough 
for Councillor John Gallo to oppose the 
project. While he stressed he was not 
against building these types of  facilities, 
he said he didn’t think it was the right 
time for Aurora with significant capital 
projects currently underway, including 
the ongoing construction of  Aurora 
Town Square.

“I do not think we should be going into 
even more debt,” said Councillor Gallo 
on the project’s plan to debt finance 
the gym build and pay it off  through 
incoming development charges. “This 
Council will be borrowing, if  this moves 
forward, somewhere around $50 million. 
Never in the history of  Aurora have we 
put this corporation into that much 

debt in one term. That is somewhere 
around $800 for each resident. I’ll make 
a prediction right now that this is going 
to be a $15 million project. This is the 
history of  how these projects grow (in 
Aurora).”

In response, Mayor Mrakas said when 
the SARC was first built, adding a gym 
onto the building at the time would cost 
less than $5 million and the decision to 
not proceed then has cost the Town in 
the long-run.

“It has been left to us now with an 
incredible cost increase but we have to 
make these decisions,” he said. “We’re 
not making a decision tonight; what 
we’re looking at is let’s get that final 
design and get absolute value for our 
community. We can’t just look four years 
down the road; we have to look 15, 20, 
30 years down the road, long after any 
of  us will be sitting here. We have to do 
what’s best for the community.”

Similarly, Councillor Michael 
Thompson said he too shared concerns 
over cost-increases, but stated upcoming 
plans will underscore the need to move 
forward.

“We did recognize there was a need 
in 2016 and I am sure the new Parks & 
Recreation Master Plan will reiterate the 
need,” he said. “As we go through the 
Official Plan and look at the population 
increase, it is going to reinforce the fact 
we need that as well.”

comparison to concrete, asphalt and 
landfill just in this province alone not 
even addressing the whole continent? 

Climate change is a direct response 
to the disengagement of  humans to 
the planet herself.

There is a giant dollar sign applied 
to every square inch of  land and water 
on this planet. There is OWNERSHIP 
by someone or something. There 
is no space held for respect of  our 
Earth Mother. How can we celebrate 
Family Day without going back to 
the 1st Mother, the Earth herself ? 
She has continuously birthed all 
that we have always needed without 
judgement. NO sick days, lazy days or 
absenteeism from her. 

It makes me wonder who still 
remembers HER and who gives 
thanks, and honour for all that the 
Earth does for each one of  us every 
single day. Are we still teaching 
children this important lesson and 
do they understand its lifetime 
significance?

Why would we hurt our Earth 
Mother in any way? Is money more 

important than air and water?
We must ask ourselves if  800-year-

old trees are better turned into 
lumber for a home when their ancient 
genetics will not repeat themselves for 
centuries. Should the ocean, lakes and 
streams be a suitable dumping ground 
for human garbage? Is this how we 
honour our children who will require 
all of  these resources in a healthy 
format for the rest of  their lives just as 
all of  our future generations will need 
these too?

It’s time to put into context the 
deeper meaning of  recognized and 
celebrated holidays that are inclusive 
of  many things. True Pioneers... of  
change, of  historic contribution… 
history did not begin with the arrival 
of  European farmers, tradesmen and 
voyageurs. It is older than that… 
always has been.

On this Family Day take time to 
disrupt the historic amnesia that still 
exists and encourage your families to 
include all “family members” such as 
the mineral, plant and animal world. 
Be kind, introduce yourselves and 
build really good relationships!

WALKING THE SWEETGRASS ROAD
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A Valentine’s Profile

After meeting in the world of  television 
more than 25 years ago, Sandy and Stu 
Bundy came to Aurora not only to plant 
family roots, but to make a difference.

With a passion for sport – Stu is 
a former player with the Edmonton 
Eskimos – along with youth and health, 
they first made an impact on Aurora 
by opening up a fitness centre for 
women. But, in the intervening years, 
the couple have devoted countless hours 
to organizations supporting the causes 
close to their hearts, including the Aurora 
Optimist Club, the Aurora Sports Hall 
of  Fame, and the local branch of  the 

Royal Canadian Legion.
“We both wanted to get involved,” 

says Sandy, a former president of  the 
local Optimist chapter, who is still as 
involved as ever in the organization, 
serving on its Board along with Stu. 
“We have three children, so youth are 
very important to us and they have done 
a lot of  good work for the youth in the 
community.”

In fact, their children can take some 
of  the credit for introducing them to 
the organization. Their youngest child 
played Opti Hockey and they saw 
firsthand the difference the club has 
made in the lives of  youth. 

When they were asked to become 
more involved, there was no hesitation.

“We were able to get involved right 
into the grassroots of  seeing what was 
going on and where the money was 
actually going,” says Sandy. “It wasn’t a 
huge, big organization; it was just small 
enough that we worked for the money 
and then decided where the money was 
going to go.”

Next week, on February 19, they 
will help the Optimist Club usher in 
their next chapter of  giving with a new 
program called “Fill the Freezer,” in 
conjunction with No Frills on Yonge 
Street at Murray Drive. 

Prior to the pandemic, the Aurora 
Food Pantry received their very first 
walk-in freezer and Optimists decided 
they would band together to create 
a program to keep the freezer well-
stocked. 

The program was somewhat sidelined 
by COVID-19, and now that we’re in a 
different phase of  the pandemic, Club 
members are throwing themselves into 
the cause once again.

“The pandemic had started and the 
trucks weren’t coming in and weren’t 
able to give them all the product they 
needed,” Sandy explains. “They would 
say to us, ‘We need 35 bags of  milk and 

“Optimistic” attitude keeps Sandy and Stu Bundy 
involved as community builders

100 pounds of  potatoes,’ and we would 
go to the grocery store, buy the groceries 
and then take them directly to the food 
bank. We were able to really help out 
by getting exactly what they needed a 
couple of  days before they needed it. 
That turned into spearheading Fill the 
Freezer.

“We got involved with No Frills, which 
had been a partner of  ours before, and 
they kindly donated $1,000-worth of  
frozen foods as well as offering cash 
register donations. The Food Bank has 
told us what they needed as far as meat, 
vegetables, whatever, and we will be able 
to deliver it directly to their freezer. This 
is one project we hope will be ongoing.”

Another program they are heavily 
involved in is KIND (Kids in Need 
Delivered). Serving four local schools 
through which the Optimists run 
breakfast clubs, they approached 
educators to see what kids needed. It 
might be something for lunch, but it 
could be a pair of  mittens, a set of  pencil 
crayons, or even a water bottle.

“A lot of  times parents don’t get these 

items for the kids or they are unable 
to,” says Sandy. “What the teacher or 
educational assistant is able to do is 
if  they see a kid who comes without a 
lunch bag or without markers, they just 
give us a call, we purchase the product 
and we drop it off  – no questions asked. 
If  the kid needs something, they will get 
what they need.”

Adds Stu: “We believe in the 
organization because we get to see 
where the money goes. Our secret [for 
25 years] is we both had our own careers 
and both of  us worked all day, and we 
came home and would share a story 
about our day. That’s pretty average for 
most people, isn’t it?”

“I personally think it is having things 
that you do together, but also having 
things that you enjoy separately and 
supporting each other,” Sandy continues. 
“Almost every volunteer opportunity I 
get into, I end up pulling Stu in somehow 
and I will help him with his as well. It’s 
nice that we can go off  and do these 
things and we can come together and do 
the Optimist Club together.”

Sandy and Stu Bundy flew the proverbial flag for the Optimist Club last week to mark National  
Optimist Day.                     Contributed photo
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Former York Lion brings Grey Cup home

By Robert Belardi 

With no punting in overtime in the 
CFL, rookie Marc Liegghio stood on 
the sidelines and watched his Blue 
Bombers go to work.

His team just scored a touchdown 
and a two-point conversion. It was all 
up to the defence to seal the victory.

He watched Jeremiah Masoli begin 
to march down the Tim Hortons Field’s 
turf. He saw Masoli’s pass tipped twice 
and fall into Kyrie Wilson’s arms. It was 
over.

In his first year in the League, he 
became a Grey Cup Champion.

He sprinted on to the field in 
jubilation. He hugged anyone with a 
Bombers jersey that he could find. He 
showed respect to Tiger-Cats kicker 
Michael Domagala on the other side 
of  the field for his incredible game on 
the field. But when he went into the 
locker room and the Grey Cup in the 
team’s hands, he said it is something 
indescribable. 

“Going into the changeroom 
after and seeing all the champagne 
everywhere, it was such an amazing 
feeling. It’s something you can’t write,” 
Liegghio said. 

“I literally couldn’t imagine [winning 
the Grey Cup] at all. Going in there, I 
just wanted to do my job well. I wanted 
to make a name for myself  and then, by 
the time we got to the playoffs, I said, 
wow, we’re 11-3 right now. We’re the 
hunted team. We’re the ones favoured 
to win the cup this year. We came this 
far. We’re going to finish our job. There 
was no thought of  it, we won the Grey 
Cup in 2019. We wanted to win it this 

year.” 
The Woodbridge, ON, native, who 

was drafted by the Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers 45 overall in 2020, brought 
the Grey Cup last Wednesday to the 
Aurora Sports Dome; his former 
stomping ground with the York Region 
Lions.

He had previously brought the 
Grey Cup to his former high school, 
Bill Crothers, and was going to bring 
the Cup back home to his family in 
Woodbridge as well. 

With total euphoria behind his 
speech, Liegghio said he is also humbled 
by this victory and was adamant on 
bringing the Cup to every place that 
had the most impact on where he is 
today. 

“It still hasn’t hit me. It still feels like 
it’s a surreal feeling to be at this part of  
my life. Seeing little kids come up to me 
and look up to me. I just want to give 
back now. I’ve reached my goal and my 
goals [are] going to keep growing I’m 
not done yet,” Liegghio said. 

“Just seeing all the youth coming up 
to me and wanting to be taught, it’s such 
an amazing feeling. It hasn’t even hit 
me yet that I’m a professional football 
player. Looking at the Cup on the table 
and looking at everyone look at me, it’s 
starting to sink in a little bit. But, you 
know, there’s always work to be done 
and I’m going to get better every year.” 

Liegghio greeted many local fans, 
took pictures and signed autographs 
for the youth in the dome, many of  
whom were motivated by his latest 
accomplishment. 

A multi-sport athlete in his youth, 
Liegghio began playing soccer and 
eventually moved on to play hockey and 

rugby as well. 
In high school, his friend’s father 

recommended he play football. He 
began kicking, but made his way around 
each and every position. 

Around the same time, Liegghio 
joined the York Region Lions football 
program. He began learning how to 
kick the right way. 

At an OFSAA tournament with Bill 
Crothers, Western University recruited 
Liegghio.

He helped the Western Mustangs 
secure a Vanier Cup in 2017. In 2019, 

Liegghio lead all U-Sports punters and 
set an OUA record, averaging 47.5 
yards per punt. That same year, he was 
a first-team all-Canadian for kicking 
and punting and also broke the record 
for the most field goals in a career. 

Then, in 2020, he was selected by 
the Blue Bombers in what he calls the 
highlight of  his life.

Liegghio thanked all of  his coaches 
that have made a difference and thanked 
the York Region Lions program for an 
incredible experience in helping shape 
him to where he is today.

Marc Liegghio of the Winnipeg Blue Bombers brought the Grey Cub to the Aurora Sports Dome last 
week, a sporting venue that has special meaning for him. 

Auroran photo by Robert Belardi
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Aurora 
Tigers 
rusty  
in return 
to action

By Robert Belardi 

The Aurora Tigers have some gears 
they need to oil. 

Following a month-long hiatus from 
hockey due to the previous restrictions, 
the Tigers went out on the road against 
the Burlington Cougars and the 
Stouffville Spirit respectively. 

In Burlington last Friday, it was 
simply a game to forget. The Tigers fell 
8-3 against the West Division leaders. 

Thomas Lenart gave the Cougars 
the lead 16:09 into the first period on 
the power play and it seemed as if  that 
was enough to spark the opposition. Just 
32 seconds later, Matt Franzoi added a 
second goal. 

In a seconds-game, just 22 seconds 
later, Tyson Doucette got the Tigers 
on the board. These rapid sequences 
of  events weren’t finished as, 1:12 later, 
Matthew Zebedee restored the two-
goal lead. 

Nathan Naves extended the lead 
early in the third period, but Tigers 
captain Luc Reeve retaliated with a 
valiant effort short-handed to keep the 
game in reach. 

The Cougars were relentless, as Joel 
Chauvin and a second goal from Naves 
on the power play forced head coach 
Greg Johnston to pull Nolan Boyd from 
the net. Since his arrival, Boyd has 
never been pulled from goal mid-game. 

Glen Crandall entered the game and 
gave up a late, third-period power play 
goal to Lenart.

Matthew Godwin scored the third 
goal for the Tigers in the final frame and 
Cougars forward Keegan Decaluwe 
added insult to injury late. 

The next night in Stouffville, 
Crandall would get the start, putting in 
some great work in goal. 

In the first period, however, the 
Spirit got on the board first thanks to 
a goal from Carson Whitson. Just a few 
minutes later, the Tigers would get one 
back thanks to Anthony Drekopoulos. 

Reeve gave the Tigers the lead in the 
second period, but vice versa, the Spirit 
pulled one back thanks to Ryan Cutler’s 
effort. 

This game went to overtime and the 
extra gameplay solved nothing.

Spirit goaltender Ayden Bulmer 
stood on his head, stopping 37 of  the 
Tigers’ 39 shots. This one would end in 
a tie. 

The Tigers took on the Spirit once 
more at home this Tuesday.

The boys will host the Collingwood 
Colts this Friday. Puck drop is at 7:30 
p.m. at the Aurora Community Centre. 

Francis Pegahmagabow, a 
member of  the Wasausking First 
Nation, earned fame in the First 
World War as the most effective 
sharp-shooter in the conflict 
– and became Canada’s most 
decorated Indigenous soldier in 
the process.

His story has inspired 
generations, and has been 
commemorated in books, awards 
and even in the form of  public 
monuments, and local audiences 
will have a chance to learn more 
about his life through music as the 
Aurora Cultural Centre virtually 
hosts Sounding Thunder.

Sounding Thunder: The 
Song of  Francis Pegamagabow 
began streaming through the 
Centre on Thursday, February 
3, and culminates this Thursday, 
February 10, with a virtual 
reception with its creators – 
including the Canadian hero’s 
grandson.

“The question is how do we 
bring this powerful story to our 
community?” says Kalaisan 
Kalaichelvan, Performing Arts 

Producer for the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. “We wanted to make 
this work accessible virtually 
so that people can watch it and 
engage with it, and there’s also a 
documentary piece that gives the 
work context on how it was put 
together and the musicians that 
were involved in creating this 
beautiful work.

“We didn’t want to just feed 
content to our audience; we 
wanted people to understand the 
ethos of  why this was built and 
it was important to hear from 
the artists directly. That’s why 
we reached out [to the creators 
– the Festival of  Sound] to walk 
us through how this composition 
was built and understand the 
ethos of  it.”

Sounding Thunder, he says, 
is underscoring heroes for a 
community “that isn’t often given 
that focus by the media, the way 
we’re taught our stories.”

“These are the kinds of  stories 
that we don’t hear enough about 
and I think that will resonate 
with the community: here is 
someone who accomplished so 
much from around here that 
we don’t hear so much about 
because of  the stories we’re fed,” 

says Kalaichelvan. 
“This highlights what we 

should be discussing in our 
curriculum, what we should 
be discussing in our cultural 
programming, what we should 
be sharing with each other in our 
art. There is something about 
Francis that makes him such a 
complex figure because he was 
also a man with a lot of  empathy 
and compassion and here he is 
fighting in the trenches, and then 
coming back acting as an activist 
for his community and what 
those shifting of  hats means. I 
think a lot of  people find a lot of  
value in that.”

For more information on Thursday’s 
virtual reception, which begins at 7 
p.m., visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

Sounding Thunder: The Song  
of Francis Pegahmagabow  
closes Thursday with reception

Francis Pegahmagabow
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Every artist is in a different place than 
they were in 2020. Those who are ready 
to move forward were able to and we 
had to look a little more locally because 
international travel and international artists 
aren’t as available. We’re unable to make 
up for that lost time. It’s lost and what we 
try to do in a pandemic is find moments of  
connection where we could. We have seen 

that emotional transformation with people 
as they watch the shows, so we’re really 
ready to be back in that room again with 
audiences and artists working together to 
have an experience.”

For more on the complete Winter and 
Spring line-up from the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 
905-713-1818.

“Arts are better together,” says Cultural Centre in season launch

Kathy Qu, a Grade 12 student from Aurora High School delivers her “Life In Delivery” installation to the 
Cultural Centre’s temporary gallery space at Town Hall. 

Photo courtesy of the Aurora Cultural Centre

We’re out of  lockdown, stores are 
opening back up, and the Aurora Cultural 
Centre has hit the ground running in rolling 
out programming.

“It’s like a dream come true – we’ve 
been waiting for this time and we’re super-
excited to be working with our team to build 
out each of  our programs,” says Suzanne 
Haines, Executive Director for the Aurora 
Cultural Centre.

The Centre formally launched its 2022 
season last week under the banner “The 
Arts are Better Together.”

The season is underway right now in 
both their Performing and Visual Arts 
programs.

On now through February 10 is a virtual 
continuation of  their Great Artist Music 
Series with “Sounding Thunder,” which 
culminates this Thursday with a virtual 
artist reception at 7 p.m.

Commissioned by the Festival of  Sound 
in 2018, Sounding Thunder is a musical 
journey into the life of  renowned Ojibwe 
World War I sniper Francis Pegahmagabow, 
composed by Tim Corlis and written by 
Ojibwe poet Armand Garnet Ruffo.

“The performing arts was, for the 
Centre, the biggest impact,” says Ms. 
Haines of  the pivots that resulted from 
COVID-19. “It continued to be dogged by 
COVID as we have tried to gather with our 
community and we’re [returning] in a very 
calculated way.”

This week also marks the formal launch 
of  the Mayor’s Celebration of  Youth 
Arts, a collective of  Grade 12 art students 
from Aurora’s five high schools, which 
has become a tradition for the Centre. 
Last year, due to COVID, the celebration 
was a virtual-only affair, but under new 
guidelines, the Centre is looking forward to 
welcoming limited numbers of  patrons into 
their temporary gallery space at Town Hall 
to see the creativity our local youth want to 
share with the world.

“Our gallery has been online for so long 
and the opportunity to open that space up 
to visitors to see the art at such an incredible 
show is such a great way to open back up 
with the families and youth of  Aurora,” 

says Ms. Haines. “It’s an unbelievable 
opportunity.”

Art-lovers can pre-book a time slot to 
take in the work in the Mayor’s Celebration 
of  Youth Arts through March 21, with 
the online exhibition continuing through 
March 25.

The gallery space will be handed over 
to a small group exhibition from March 
28 – April 22 called “Portraits of  Personal 
History,” which will see the participants 
“explore their personal stories through 
portraiture.”

Closing out the gallery for spring will 
be an exhibition of  the work of  Andrew 
Cheddie Sookrah entitled “Backstories: 
The Researching Artist as Traveller and 
Interviewer,” which runs from May 9 
through July 15. 

Following Sounding Thunder, the 
Cultural Centre will take the show on the 
road – this time to Theatre Aurora – with 
Kattam and his Tim-Tams, a Family Day 
presentation on February 21 that is part 
of  the Kaleidoscope Family Series. Trinity 
Anglican Church plays host to the Centre 
as the Great Artist Music Series presents 
Sarah Hagen with “Perk Up, Pianist!” on 
March 11.

On April 7, the Centre will present 
First Nations musician Leela Gilday at the 
Aurora Armoury, and they will return on 
April 23 with Carousel Players Presents: 
Pop! Pop!, a part of  the Centre’s Meridian 
Magic Carpet Series.

And there’s much more to come.
“We felt (the theme of  Arts Are Better 

Together) was important to re-opening 
because that is what we have heard all 
through the pandemic,” says Ms. Haines. 
“While our patrons are seasoned arts-goers 
for the most part, they have missed the 
opportunity to be a part of  artistic activity 
and that is a common narrative. It’s one 
that has come up over and over: the arts 
are better together. That shared experience, 
we know, is transformative. The ability to 
hear someone laughing, watch someone 
respond to what they are seeing with you, 
to learn something with someone else and 
to witness and discuss the art that is in front 
of  you, that is really a cornerstone of  how 
we, as humans, interact with artistic entities. 
We want people to have that feeling again.

“It feels like a completely new world. 
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Mavrinac and Wellington development nears Council approval

A condominium townhouse 
development planned for the northwest 
and southwest corners of  Mavrinac 
Boulevard and Wellington Street East is 
nearing Council approval.

Meeting at the Committee level last 
week, local lawmakers gave the green 
light to approve in principle a site plan 
that will create 210 townhouse units in 
the area, plus a one single detached unit, 
on the vacant lots.

Plans for a six-storey seniors’ residence 
to complete the northeast development 
will be subject to its own approval process.

The subdivision has been in the works 
since 2017.

“The townhouse buildings framing 
both development blocks, including 
‘dual frontage’ units to provide a strong 
urban edge along Wellington Street 
East and Mavrinac Boulevard,” said 
Stephen Corr, Senior Development 
Planner for the Town of  Aurora in a 
report to Council. “The back-to-back 
townhouses are internalized to the site 
ensuring that the denser housing forms 
are transitioned from the adjacent 
surrounding low-density developments. 
Adequate pedestrian and vehicular access 
are provided to both development sites, 
including the provision of  an internal 
sidewalk network throughout the sites.

“Both development sites include 
a private parkette to provide shared 
amenity space and playgrounds for 
residents. Additionally, adequate amenity 
space is provided for each unit in the form 
of  traditional rear yards for the detached 
dwelling and internal townhouse blocks 
(not abutting Wellington and Mavrinac), 
enlarged terraces on the dual frontage 
townhouse blocks and balconies on the 
back-to-back units.”

Speaking to the development last 
week, consultant David Stewart told 
Council that they were supportive of  the 
recommendations in the staff  report.

“This project is intended to provide 
a wide range of  housing,” he said. “We 
have got a wide range of  townhouses 
and the singles in the subdivision. 
The townhouses will be developed by 
condominium and there will be a one-
sided single-detached home as part of  
the condominium project. 

“The townhouses are quality 

townhouses with a mix of  materials, with 
brick, stone accents, hardy board-type 
wood treatment…the project is ready 
to go. If  you have been out there, the 
earthworks have already commenced 
and we’re hoping to start construction 
sometime this summer on the houses.”

The development in question was last 
before Council in June of  2021.

There, the issue was to amend the land 
from its previous zoning of  Business Park 
lands to low to medium density residential. 
Concerns were also raised about the 
height of  the proposed seniors’ residence 
and how it might impact the views of  the 
existing Mavrinac community.

“Nobody will see the apartment 
building from the north side of  Kane,” 
said consultant Don Given. “It is not an 
imposing building and will not become 
an intrusion into the neighbourhood 
visually. [This] is a genuine effort on 
the part of  my client to fit into the 
neighbourhood. We have responded to 

the concerns raised by the neighbours.”
Neighbours voiced few concerns at 

the time, but among the issues raised 
by Council included parking, and a 
perceived shortage of  parkland in 
relation to the number of  residents that 
will call this area home.

“The number of  people who live 
there, the dense housing, the park 
needs to be much bigger – I know there 
are bigger parks in the area, but this is 
going to be the neighbourhood park 
and we would not be serving our future 
residents well to give them [so small] a 
park,” said Councillor Gaertner at the 
time. “I probably won’t be on Council 
when the residents are living in these 
homes. I predict that a lot of  people 
are going to be very unhappy and they 
will be coming to Council with their 
complaints. I know we are supposed to 
be doing intensification, but, to me, this 
is way too intense development and I just 
think it is wrong.”

THINGS 
You Ought To Know

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Aurora’s Family Day tradition, Arctic Adventure, 

returns beginning this evening with virtual programs 
before in-person activities at Town Park on Saturday 
and Monday. Tonight, enjoy a Family Trivia Night over 
Zoom from 6.30 – 7.10 p.m. Registration is required. 
Sign up for Family Jeopardy, Card Bingo and more. 
All you need is a standard deck of  cards! For more 
information, including registration, visit aurora.ca/
arcticadventure.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Aurora’s Family Day tradition, Arctic Adventure, 

continues today with in-person and virtual programs.  
The fun begins this morning at 11 a.m. with a free 
Family Zumba class held virtually until 11.45 a.m. Enjoy 
Latin rhythms and easy-to-follow dance moves to create 
a dynamic workout that will blow you away. In-person 
activities return to Town Park from 6 – 8 p.m., with live 
entertainment, bonfires, skating and more. For more 
information, including registration, visit aurora.ca/
arcticadventure.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Arctic Adventure programs continue virtually today 

with free virtual Family Zumba classes beginning at 11 
a.m., with a second family trivia game from 6.30 – 7.10 
p.m. For more information, including registration, visit 
aurora.ca/arcticadventure.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Celebrate Family Day in person at Town Park today 

with Aurora’s Arctic Adventure. Running from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., enjoy outdoor games like snow tubing, mini-
curling, igloo building, barrel races, Nerf  axe throwing, 
fire jugglers, buskers, wildlife shows and more. For 
further information, visit aurora.ca/arcticadventure.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series 

presents historian and archaeologist Dr. Amy Barron 
virtually as she explores the captivating history of  
archaeology during wartime. What do archaeologists 
do when the world is at war? Surprisingly, many of  
them turn spy. During wartime, archaeologists on all 
sides have become involved with military intelligence, 

turning their in-depth knowledge of  the land and the 
peoples they studied to support their countries at war. 
This was no more apparent than in the Middle East 
where prominent archaeologists played a very political 
game during the First World War. Some of  these names, 
such as T.E. Lawrence, also known as Lawrence of  
Arabia, would become legendary. Others, when the 
war was over, simply went back to their museums and 
their excavations. 7 p.m. via Zoom. Tickets are $8.50 for 
society members and $10.50 for non-members. Tickets 
can be purchased on the AHS website: aurorahs.com/
digger-teacher-soldier-spy-0.

CONTINUING
Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les 

ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones aux débutants 
capables de converser) - qui cherchent à mettre en 
pratique leurs compétences Conversationnelle en 
français. Over Zoom with a nominal fee of  $2.50. RSVP 
by visiting meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. For more 
information, email partagez.york@outlook.com.

* * * * 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle 

Program textile recycling and donation program. In the 
current COVID climate, a greater number of  people 
are wanting to donate or get rid of  unwanted items, 
increasing the need for more outlets being available to 
receive the items. This program will provide a convenient 
way for people to donate or get rid of  used/unwanted 
clothing, blankets, linens and furniture and will help lessen 
the amount of  items ending up in landfills. Materials that 
were previously perceived as waste will now be seen as 
a valuable resource further encouraging redistribution. 
The items will be recycled in the following ways: To be 
given to individuals who are survivors of  violence and are 
transitioning from shelters into new homes; To be sold in 
our store; To be sold to a textile recycler, which makes for 
an ongoing source of  funding for Abuse Hurts enabling 
them to provide their services to the thousands of  people 
that require them each year. When and Where: Monday 
and Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 
30-minute time slots – only 1 drop off  per time slot. If  
you do not have an appointment, we cannot accept your 
donation. The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 
Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. 
Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  time slot.

An artist’s concept of how the northwest corner of Wellington and Mavrinac will look once the development is complete.                       Contibuted photo
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At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS FINANCIAL SERVICES PEST CONTROL

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do...advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory      Call 905-727-3300   Ext. 102

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

INVESTORS
Earn 6% to 8% on minimum

$500,000 investments
Guaranteed secured mortgage investments

Minimum 1 year term
King/Vaughan Area

For more information,
please email: pacifico@bellnet.ca 647.200.2687

SERVICES HELP WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

HIGH SCHOOL 

MATH 
TUTOR 

In person or via ZOOM.  
Teaching Calculus, and advanced 
function. Call 416-708-7454 or 
email: lilianausvat@yahoo.com

THANK  
YOU 

Carriers!  

for  

delivering  

THE 

AURORAN  

during 

these  

challenging  

times.

UNWANTED GUNS??? Properly 
Licenced Buyer (PAL), Guns, Cabinets, 
Collections, Handguns. 705-795-7516.

Advertise in  
THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Call 905.727.3300 
Ext. 102
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At General 
Committee last week, 
there were a few items 
before Council for 
discussion but one that 
stuck out and deserves 
some discussion – 
the report about the 
future gymnasium at 
the SARC.

By way of  
background, during 
the 2021 capital 
project deliberations, Council approved 
a budget of  $8.2m. As a result, staff  
commenced the design phase of  the 
project by hiring a firm to develop final 
designs and a Class A estimate for a new 
gymnasium to be added to the SARC 
and report back to Council for final 
approval.

During the initial part of  the design 
phase, staff  were also tasked to consult 
with the public and sports organizations 
to get feedback on their needs – what 
type of  gymnasium do they need for 
their various activities.

During the consultation, users 
identified a need for a double gym. 
Specifically, “the double gymnasium 
would allow for more practice play, 
competitive play and access for the 
community. A double gymnasium 
would also be well utilized for Town 
programming, where multiple activities 
could be going on at the same time in the 
space.”

Given that users identified a need for 
a double gym, staff  paused the design 
work to bring that feedback to Council 
and obtain direction on appropriate 
design for a single or double gym.

Unfortunately, the site has limitations 
with respect to what can be built.  The 
size of  the building footprint needed 
for a double gym would encroach on 
Provincially significant wetlands and 
would require more land to provide 
additional parking.

Given these significant limitations, 
the option presented and recommended 
by staff  was to continue with the single 
gym option as was originally directed by 
Council and move towards final designs.

As I stated at the table, the decision 
before Council was simple: Do we 

continue design and 
cost estimates for the 
single gym option as 
originally approved, 
or do we pivot and 
move to a double 
gym option. With site 
limitations, the best 
course of  action, in my 
opinion is to continue 
with work towards final 
design and true costs 
for the single gym; then 

Council will have all the information it 
needs to determine if  there is value for 
our community in proceeding to tender.

This project is an example of  the 
financial impact of  short- versus long-
term planning considerations when it 
comes to the development of  community 
amenities.

It’s interesting to note the history of  
this project.

When the SARC was being developed 
and voted on back in 2004 the original 
plans had included a gymnasium on the 
south west corner of  the building. The 
cost to add the gym to the project was 
just under 2 million at that time.  Despite 
a clearly identified need, the gym was 
removed from the plans. That decision 
may have “saved” money at that time, 
but it didn’t eliminate the need for the 
gym.  And now, here we are once again 
considering the building of  a gym but 
the costs are now over five times more – 
closer to $11 million – to build the same 
gym that was planned in 2004.

As a Council, we need to look 
at current and future needs of  our 
community to ensure we get value for 
taxpayer dollars. What looks like a 
savings today can – and usually does – 
prove costly in the future.

I am proud to say that this Council as 
a whole has been proactive not reactive 
in its approach to decision-making. We 
have made financially sound decisions 
for the future of  Aurora, ensuring that 
we are well positioned to meet the needs 
of  our residents today, tomorrow and 
beyond.

If  you have any questions about 
this update, please contact me by 
email tmrakas@aurora.ca or by phone 
905-726-4746. I am here for you.

is improving in both York Region and 
across Ontario.

COVID-19 signals in the Region’s 
wastewater data continues to show signs of  
decreasing “very slowly,” but it still remains 
“far above any previous wave.”

“It is a long way down in such a 
high peak, but it is reassuring,” he said, 
cautioning that the reopening will likely 
coincide with an increase in cases. 

This increase, he added, “will not be 
dramatic because of  the 55 per cent of  
eligible York Region residents who have 
received their booster dose after being fully 
vaccinated, and the 88 per cent of  our 12+ 
population with at least two doses.”

“Thank you to everyone for adhering 
to the measures and helping to lessen the 
impact on our acute care system,” said 
Dr. Pakes. “[On the hospital front], acute 
care and ICU admissions are down, but 
unfortunately still far too high and far too 
full to begin again doing the important non-
COVID work we need them to do and for 
people to get the care they need. Though 
we continue to see a gradual decline in 
admissions, there are still approximately 
2,300 patients with COVID-19 in Ontario 
hospitals right now. This is very close 
to our peak in Wave 3, but the trend is 
tenuous and the transition back to regular 
operations is still a challenge.

“We all want to see the end of  this 
pandemic and the return to normal. 
Many, many York Region and Ontario 
residents have trouble understanding why 
the re-opening cannot occur immediately. 
One only needs to look at the hospital care 
sector to see the answer. We have made 
many good decisions as individuals and 
as a society, leading up to one of  the best, 
if  not the best and balanced pandemic 
responses in the world. We need to keep it 
up for just a while longer and make the best 
decision for a return to normal that we can 
make: getting a booster dose. Getting your 
booster dose is key to preventing severe 

illness and hospitalization from COVID-19 
as individuals and collectively.”

LOCAL STATS
The number of  Aurora residents lost 

to COVID-19 now stands at 60, as of  
Monday, February 7.

The latest fatality was a 68-year-old 
female who died Wednesday, January 19, 
at Southlake Regional Health Centre, 
the Region reported on Friday. She first 
felt symptoms on Tuesday, January 4 
before testing positive on January 11. Her 
exposure to the virus is unknown.

By the start of  the week, Aurora was 
grappling with 23 confirmed active cases 
of  COVID-19, but, as York Region Public 
Health notes, this number is an under-
estimate.

“With rapid transmission of  Omicron 
and recent provincial changes in testing 
eligibility and case management, case 
counts and outbreaks reported through 
the COVID-19 in York Region interactive 
dashboard are an under-estimate of  
the true number of  individuals with 
COVID-19 and outbreaks in York 
Region,” the Region stated at the start 
of  January, adding case counts should 
be treated with caution. “Public Health 
units across Ontario are prioritizing case 
management of  high-risk individuals 
and settings. Workplace outbreaks are no 
longer reported.”

The Region is no longer reporting 
source of  exposure for active cases.

Since the start of  the global pandemic, 
York Region Public Health had been 
able to confirm 4,114 PCR-confirmed 
cumulative cases of  COVID-19 in Aurora 
as of  February 7. 4,031 cases are now 
marked as resolved and there have been 
60 fatalities attributed to the virus.

89 per cent of  Aurora residents aged 5 
and up have received at least one dose of  
a COVID-19 vaccine, while 85.7 per cent 
had received two doses by the start of  the 
week.

From page 1

Frustration shouldn’t cloud measures 
that have been “critical to re-opening,” 
says Medical Officer of Health

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

Getting  
Things Done



THE AURORAN, Thursday, February 10, 2022Page  18



    THE AURORAN, Thursday, February 10, 2022           Page 19RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS

Ann Duncan
Professional Real Estate Broker

Follow us at Instagram & Facebook 
annduncan.ca

Award-winning Hall of Fame and 
Titan Club

My Professional Real Estate Services My Professional Real Estate Services 
O� er You Renovation And Repairs, O� er You Renovation And Repairs, 

Moving, Cleaning, Home Design And Moving, Cleaning, Home Design And 
Staging, Advertising Your Property To Staging, Advertising Your Property To 

Local And International Communities, Local And International Communities, 
Extensively Marketing Your Property Extensively Marketing Your Property 
On Social Media, Providing You With On Social Media, Providing You With 
Professional Videography, Pictures, Professional Videography, Pictures, 

Drone, Flyers And Many More.Drone, Flyers And Many More.

647-895-6355
www.AnnDuncan.ca

3185 16th Sideroad, King 15276 Keele St, King
SOLDSOLDSOLDSOLD

michele@micheledenniston.com

micheledenniston

King | Schomberg | Tottenham | Caledon | Adjala-Tosorontio | Bradford | & More

www.micheledenniston.com

Scan me

Direct:

F E R L I S I
R E A L E S TAT E

Angelo Ferlisi
Broker 

AWARD WINNING REALTOR IN KING
416-896-9333 |  angelo@foresthillcollection.com

www.ferlisirealestate.ca

MARKET UPDATE – JANUARY 2022   

– Provided by Key Advantage Team Royal LePage RCR Realty 
Susie Strom, Sales Representative
www.KeyAdvantage.ca  |  905-836-1212  |  info@KeyAdvantage.ca
* Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.

*The statistics provided were obtained from the Toronto Regional Real Estate Board’s Market Watch January 2022;  
Summary of Existing Home Transactions for All Home Types + Focus on the MLS Home Price Index for Composite for York Region’s Aurora and King.
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COOKIE MONSTER, are congratulations in order?  
I hope that this potential relocation is something  
you are looking forward to! 

Yes, that is true, while listing your home in January, 
February, or March may not be the ‘hot’ time to buy 
and sell in cold climates, such as Aurora, I would not 
be discouraged. 

Historically and logically, sellers prefer to list their 
homes during the peak market time. For example,  
the spring and fall months. However, the market  
right now is quite different than in the past.  COVID 
has somehow changed the game quite a bit.  The de-
mand for affordable and not so affordable homes is 
very HIGH! 

Supply is dwindling all around the GTA, and in turn,  
this is driving home prices up. Compared to 2020, the 
number of properties that were listed at this time is  
down by 21%. It was a buyer’s market in 2017-2019  
where supply exceeded demand, and we are now seeing 
a very strong trend towards a seller’s market once again.
Properties that are priced right, well maintained, and are 

located in good neighbourhoods, are selling at strong 
prices regardless of when the home is listed. Compar-
ing December 2020 to 2021, the average home sale price 
grew by 17.7% and there were 28% more homes sold. 
These numbers should be encouraging to you! While 
life does not always line up perfectly to market trends, if 
you have to list in the calmer time of the year, given the 
current trends, you will still get top dollar for your home.  
Additionally, it seems that this year will also be another 
big year.  Home prices are expected to soar by another 
whopping 11% across the GTA.  However, we are expect-
ed to see several mortgage rate hikes this year, so it will be 
interesting to see if this will slow the market in any way.
If you need to sell, give me a call and we can discuss all 
the options. You will have a lot of things you will need 

to worry about with relocating, and you should work 
with a Realtor who can take the stress out of selling 
your home. Let me do that heavy lifting! Good luck.

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both Real 

Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a home 

please feel free to call or email me directly 
at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 

alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 
or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

Continued lack of inventory is fuelling multiple offers and competitive bidding situations. Pre-emptive offers are also 
becoming commonplace which is why Buyers need to be paired with a professional working in their best interests 
so that they are well represented and kept apprised of ever changing market conditions. Conversely for sellers,  
it has never been a better time to sell.  
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Dear Julien, I may have to relocate for my work, and if I do, I cannot afford to keep my property here in  
Aurora and another in the new city, given how much houses are right now. This makes me kind of nervous 
because if I have to list my property, it will not be in one of the ‘hot’ markets. Could you provide some insight? 

Thank you in advance, Cookie Monster.

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 
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5 COMMON home buyer questions

Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical Supplies, Vanities and 
Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE, 
BERMUDA WHITE, 
LONDON FOG, 
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available 

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOWBUY NOW
AND SAVEAND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
*Faucet extra

Pictured here 
Sandstone colour 

BRAND NEW COLOURS
SANDSTONE & 
RIVERSTONE
Sizes up to 48” available

The Michele Denniston team  
has twenty-plus years of collective 
real estate experience in the  
King and surrounding regions.  
During our time servicing our  
clients have come across frequently 
asked questions by our buyers  
and are here to highlight them and 
provide you with the answers.
What should I look for in an investment property?
Whether or not you are looking for a quick reno and flip or 
a more long-term landlord position, our team emphasizes 
the importance of location, location, location. You can build 
the most beautiful and functional rental unit, but if it is in 
the wrong neighbourhood, targetting the wrong type of  
demographic, your investment will not make you the  
return you are looking for. Consulting with a realtor who 
knows the region is a great first step to purchasing an  
investment property. 

How much money should I set aside for closing costs?
Closing costs can range from 1 to 4% of the home’s  
purchase price, and closing costs will include lender fees, 
escrow, title insurance, land transfer tax and inspection 
charges. For example, on a $500,000 property, closing 
costs can range from $7,500 to $20,000, so you will need 
to keep this in mind during your home search. We assure 

to remind our buyer clients to budget for this at our initial 
consultation because we want to ensure every client has  
a smooth and stress-free buying experience with no  
surprise fees. It’s your realtor’s job to communicate these 
lesser-known aspects of the buying process. 

I’m buying my first home; where do I start?
Your number one priority should be getting pre-approved 
for a mortgage. This first step lets you know how much you 
can spend on a house while securing you at a fixed interest 
rate for up to 90 days. Once you complete a pre-approval, 
you can shop with confidence in your budget and get the 
help of a qualified local realtor. 

Should I buy or continue to rent?
This question is unique to the client’s lifestyle and goals. 
Many people can get panicky once they see the added 
expenses, commitment and additional chores of buying a 
home. However, owning is an excellent way to create a 
permanent home that will appreciate over time. A qualified 
realtor will happily work with first-time buyers, their budget 
and criteria to find them a perfect first home or property.

Is there a “Best Time of Year” to buy a home?
In short, no. Home prices will fluctuate depending on  
inventory, demand, and other market conditions, and the 
intensity of these changes will differ from city to city. 

Call Our Team for Top Tier Local Real Estate Service Today!

We hope highlighting these commonly asked questions 
and providing answers will give our clients more knowledge  

and confidence when entering the market this winter and 
coming spring!

If you are looking to buy or sell in King and surrounding 
areas or have any other burning questions, give our team 
a call at (416) 433-8316 for a free home estimate or to 
discuss your wants with Michele Denniston today!

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Direct 289.221.1481 Office 365.500.8800 kellyburtrealtor@gmail.com
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905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Living & Working 
In Your Neighbourhood

• 40+ Years of Combined Experience with Multi-Award Winning Service
• Ranked: Top 1% Nationally of over 19,000 Royal LePage Agents (2015-2021)
• Complimentary Home Consultation & Staging
• Professional Photography & 3D Tours
• Expert Negotiators, Exceeding your Expectations

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Broker
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Broker
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Licensed Client Care Coordinator
MELISSA POURGOUTZIDIS

Sales Representative 
SUSIE STROM

Broker
CAROLINE BAILE

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

SELLERS MARKET !!! 
GET TOP $$$ NOW

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS LOOKING TO PURCHASE YOUR HOME!
Put my 35 years of successful trusted Real Estate experience top negotiator  
in your corner, more than ever you don’t want to leave money on the table.  

Call me if you would like to know the value of your home today.

(NC) With all the news about the  
hot housing market and interest  
rates, you may be thinking about  
your mortgage. 
Should you put your house on the market? Consider 
switching lenders to get a better deal? Should you go with a 
fixed or variable rate? A longer- or shorter-term mortgage?

If breaking your mortgage is factoring into your decision, 
make sure you understand the pros, cons and associated 
costs of doing so.

The cost to break your mortgage contract depends on 
whether it’s open or closed. An open mortgage allows you 
to break your contract without paying a prepayment pen-
alty. But if you break your closed mortgage contract, you 
normally have to pay a penalty that can cost thousands 
of dollars. You may also have to pay other fees such as 
administration fees, appraisal fees, reinvestment fees or a 
mortgage discharge fee.

Here are some pros and cons of breaking a mortgage:

PROS 
• You may get a lower interest rate, which you can lock in 
for the new term of the mortgage.

 • You may be able to pay off your mortgage faster if you 
keep your payments the same.

CONS 
• You could end up paying more in the long run because of 
fees and a prepayment penalty.

• You may no longer qualify for a mortgage under the cur-
rent economic conditions.

By breaking your contract, you may also have to repay any 
cash back you received when you first signed up for it. Cash 
back is an optional feature where your lender gives you a 
percentage of your mortgage amount in cash. Read through 
your current mortgage contract carefully and speak with 
your bank about your options.

Find more tips and resources at canada.ca/money.
www.newscanada.com

When Canada’s 
housing bubble 
pops, what will 
happen next!
The price of Canadian homes 
has increased faster than those 
of any other member of the 
OECD. Rising interest rates  
now threaten to bring  
the market down.
According to a recent report, between January and 
August of last year investors were responsible for a 
quarter of house purchases in the province.

These speculative investments are, of course,  
driving up prices. They are also creating major  
problems for the economy as a whole because the 
rising cost of housing has increased the amount of 
private debt held by individuals. While interest rates 
have remained low this debt has been sustainable.  
The possibility of hikes now threatens to bring  
Canada’s housing market crashing down.

The Bank of Canada is warning that a “frenzy of 
real estate investment,” combined with impossibly 
high levels of household debt, “could destabilize the 
economy as rates start to rise.” The central bank’s 
deputy governor Paul Beaudry suggests that a 
reckoning is fast approaching because the Bank of 
Canada now plans to increase interest rates. 

A key concern here is that financially stretched 
households have little breathing room to absorb 
any disruption to their income. A job loss could  
force many to drastically cut their spending to keep 
servicing their debt.

The cause of this instability is the commodification 
of housing, and unimpeded it will lead to further 
indebtedness on the part of private buyers and 
threaten millions with economic dislocation. It also 
drives up rents, forces precarious housing on many.
It’s clear that only a real challenge to the commodifi-
cation of housing can make a meaningful difference 
in this situation. In the wake of the dislocations and 
hardships that were triggered by the pandemic, 
many politicians have paid lip service to the need 
for a “just recovery.” 

“With the housing supply issues facing the country 
having only gotten worse to start 2022, take any 
decline in sales early in the year with a grain of  
salt because the demand hasn’t gone away, there 
just won’t be much to buy until a little later in this 
spring, But when those listings eventually start to 
show up, the spring market this year will almost  
certainly be another headline grabber. If you’re  
thinking about jumping into the market as either a  
buyer, seller or both, I have the information and  
guidance you will need to navigate the market in  
these unprecedented times,” Ann Duncan, Broker 
With Sutton Group Admiral Realty. 

For More Information And  
A Free Market Appraisal  
Evaluation Contact  
ANN DUNCAN TEAM: 
647-895-6355
annduncanteam@gmail.com
www.annduncan.ca
Follow Us on Instagram  
& Facebook 
ANNDUNCAN.CA

Know the cost of  
breaking your mortgage

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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 Are you ready to List?
Give me a call. Dir. 416-990-0832

219 Woodgate Pines Dr., 
Kleinburg

30 foothills rd., 
vaughan

Please call me for a market analysis

Happy Valentines Day Let’s Buy Your Loved One 
a Beautiful Home!

SCORE A TOUCHDOWN SCORE A TOUCHDOWN 
WHEN YOU USE STEPHEN ONGARO WHEN YOU USE STEPHEN ONGARO 

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.
Have a great Super Bowl weekend. Have a great Super Bowl weekend. 

(NC) The new year is a great time  
to revamp your home with  
fresh new décor and design.  
Get inspired by checking out  
these easy and affordable ideas.

1  GROW YOUR GREENERY Outside, winter can be 
dull and lifeless. But at home, you can make your home 
lively and cheerful by bringing nature indoors. Choose 
beautifully patterned and trending plant varieties, like 
satin vine, silver leaf monstera and banana plant.

2  WOW YOUR WALLS Statement walls are having 
a moment, with creative ways to decorate plain walls 
becoming increasingly popular. On a smaller wall 
in your hallway or bathroom, test out some funky 
prints with wallpaper, which is back in style. Or try 
some wall stencils or stickers to brighten up your 
home office space.

3  SHOW OFF YOUR SHELVES Floating shelves are a  
cool and contemporary way to display some of your 
favourite items while squeezing in some open storage 
solutions. Place treasured photos in rustic frames next 
to wicker baskets with lids and accent with candles 
and dried flowers. For premium floating shelves in a 
variety of finishes, lengths and depths explore Kitch’s 
affordable options.

4  FIX UP YOUR FURNITURE Older pieces can get a  
second life with a little elbow grease and DIY energy.  
A fresh coat of paint and new hardware can transform a  
vintage dresser. A dated wrought-iron side table can  
become an eclectic work of art by gluing leftover mosaic 
tiles on the tabletop. Use your imagination and go online  
for ideas.

5  CREATIVITY FOR YOUR CABINETRY Refreshed 
cabinetry in your kitchen and bathroom can add an  
air of luxury and help you stay organized. For a  
budget-friendly option, work with Kitch to modify  
your existing cabinets.

“We specialize in creating fronts and accessories for 
popular IKEA products for a personalized and tailored 
look,” explains founder Andrew Hibbs. “It’s the perfect 
way to design the kitchen or bathroom of your dreams 
at an affordable cost.”

www.newscanada.com

 5 simple ideas 
 to breathe new life 
 into your home

Barristers & Solicitors
Margaret Black    Professional Corporation

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

Tel: 905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate ❖ Wills ❖ Estates

Probate ❖ Family ❖ Immigration

www.blacklawoffi ce.ca

RESALE 
HOMES
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32 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
Top 1% in Canada*

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

Beautifully renovated 2.5 storey Heritage home nestled on a private premium 132’ deep South 
facing lot on coveted Kennedy St West! Exuding charm & character w/ covered wrap-a-round 
porch, original trim & doors, hardwood fl rs thru-out, family rm addition w/heated fl r, smooth 
ceilings & potlites, open concept kitchen with centre island & st steel appls, 5 bdrms, large 
2nd fl oor enclosed porch off bdrm, new windows, furnace, shingles, C/A, CVAC, 4 car driveway 
& more! Exclusive opportunity to purchase - not on MLS! $1,588,000.  Contact Monica Stohr.

RENOVATED CHARMER IN AURORA VILLAGE

33 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
Top 1% in Canada*

2017-2019

14799 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 1N1

Direct: 416-618-1714 
www.monicastohr.com
*As per gross closed commissions 2019 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

Monica StohrMonica Stohr
Sales Representative

MARIA
GUADAGNOLO
BROKER, SRS, CLHMS

Direct: 416.418.8303
www.MariaGuadagnolo.com

Focused on Delivering Results Beyond Clients’ Expectations!

Se Volete Vendere o Avete Intensioni di Comprare Una Casa,
Chiamatemi E Vi Prometto Che Rimarrete Soddisfatti!

“Chiamatemi, 
Parlo Italiano!”

9100 JANE STREET

7-CAR GARAGE BUNGALOW
In-Ground Pool, Walk-Out Basement With In-Law Suite

Nestled on a 2.1 Acres Country Setting Overlooking Conservation, 
this 3 Br + 3 Custom Built Bungalow features exquisite fi nishes, Hardwood Floors, 

9’ Ceilings, Gourmet Kitchen, Walk-Out Basement complete with a Magnifi cent, 
Self-Contained In-Law Suite, Loggia, 3-Season Solarium, 

In-ground Pool, and so much more! 

2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016,

2017 & 2019

Never underestimate the power of good lighting. 
Nothing says luxurious quite like the perfect mood 
lighting of beautiful fixtures. From gallery-style  
recessed lighting to illuminate your artwork, to pot 
lights built into a rustic piece of reclaimed wood for 
hanging over your dining table, light fixtures are a 
fun and functional way to create ambiance and show 
off your personality.

Accessorize with high-quality investment pieces. 
Achieve an expensive look by carefully curating  
accessories and decorative items. For example,  
some plump throw pillows and a plush area rug  
can elevate your living room. You can also try  
hanging curtains from ceiling to floor, even if your 
windows are small — this will elongate your walls 
and draw the eye upward. Splurge on custom  
framing to showcase your favourite photographs on 
a gallery wall or floating shelf.

Learn how to achieve the handmade look for less. 
Anything custom-made says luxury because  
it’s uniquely tailored, fitting your style and space  
perfectly. But customizing anything from scratch 
can be prohibitively expensive. Fortunately, there are 
many ways to get the same results on a budget.

For premium and tailored cabinetry in your  
kitchen and bathrooms, try working with Kitch.  
The company specializes in making high-quality 
doors, drawer fronts and accessories for popular  
IKEA systems. The result is fabulous and unique  
cabinetry that’s personalized for your home, style and  
organization needs.

Find more design inspiration at mykitch.ca

www.newscanada.com

(NC) It seems like everyone is making over their home these days,  
from small additions to complete teardowns. Although it sounds pricey,  
there are ways to transform your home while sticking to a budget.  
Here are some renovation tips to help you get started:

Reno tips to  
make your home  
look like an expensive 
custom build

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

(NC) Household appliances like  
your dishwasher, range, washer 
and dryer are essential for making 
everyday life easier. To help get  
the most out of them and avoid  
unnecessary surprise repairs,  
keep the following in mind:

Pay attention to regular maintenance guidelines set 
out by the manufacturer. For example, you may be  
surprised to find that your washing machine tub needs to 
be cleaned regularly. Just like the grimy stains left behind 
on a bathtub, dirty water lags at exiting the drain in your 
washing machine so it winds up drying up and clinging 
to the enclosure. If not cleaned, it can be detrimental to 
the longevity and performance of your washing machine.

Always follow the instructions to prevent unintended 
damage. You may be tempted to scrape off the burnt 

cheese from the bottom of your oven with a sharp metal 
scraper, but this can damage the surface. Instead, the 
instructions usually suggest using a plastic scraper, 
sponge or non-scratch scouring pad to help clean the 
surface without damaging it.

Use an authorized service provider to maintain and  
repair your appliances. Many companies have authorized 
service provider networks of recommended partners  
that know how to care specifically for their machines. 
Brand-recommended partners often receive extensive 

training to diagnose, maintain and repair these appliances.

Look for a flat rate for out-of-warranty support to minimize 
the cost of repairs. For example, LG’s Out of Warranty 
program is a unique and exclusive program that allows 
customers to pay a flat rate for both parts and labour for 
appliances that are considered out of warranty.

Find more information at lg.com/support/warranty. 

www.newscanada.com

Tips for extending the life of your home appliances
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Resort Style
Living

OUR NEXT PHASE OF 65+ INDEPENDENT LIVING SUITES

CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY – ACT NOW

Amazing
Community 

Concert
Hall 

Health &
Wellness

A CAREFREELIFESTYLE IS WAITINGOur next phase of independent living, Park Tower, is now under construction. Book your tour today.  

EXPERIENCE OUR5 STAR DININGYour purchase of a Park Tower suite comes with 500 3-course meals in our elegant dining room.  

EARLY INCENTIVESARE AVAILABLEPurchase by March 1 and receive $10,000 off. Phases 1 & 2 are sold out. Phase 3 is40% sold. Don’t delay.

440 William Graham Drive
Aurora, ON L4G 1X5

905 503 5560

tmoa
sales@tmoa.ca

Fo l l ow us  on  
Facebook

The Meadows of Aurora is a Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community.

1  Not getting a home inspection before closing  
the sale. Once you’ve found the perfect place, it’s  
understandable to want to own it as soon as possible.  
And in a tough market you may be tempted to forego 
due diligence like a home inspection in order to present 
a more attractive bid. But an inspection can pinpoint 
red flags of a future money pit or indicate costly repairs, 
so you can decide before committing to the property.

2  Not taking measures to secure your new property.  
According to a survey by Aviva Canada, one of  
Canada’s leading insurers, most Canadians have  

not implemented additional proactive security  
measures to help protect their homes against events 
like weather catastrophes and home invasions.

Aside from preparedness for fire with items like 
fire alarms and fire extinguishers, less than 25 per 
cent of Canadians have other protective measures 
in place such as home security systems, video  
surveillance and water detection systems. With severe  
weather events and overland water damage being  
the top cause of loss, consider leveraging technology 
 to keep your home safe. You can talk to your broker  

to understand if there are discounts available if  
you have smart devices installed to help protect  
your home.

3  Not changing your address once you move.  
After you’ve made your big purchase, it’s important 
to update your address with all official documents 
such as your health card, driver’s license and auto 
insurance. Not doing so and misrepresenting your 
address to insurance companies can be considered 
fraud and have major consequences down the road.

You could face higher premiums, invalidated coverage  
and cancelled policies, or even be denied future  
coverage. You may think it’s no big deal, but accurate  
information is key for an insurance company to  
accurately assess your risk, and therefore the correct 
coverage and premium.

www.newscanada.com

(NC)One of the outcomes of the 
COVID-19 pandemic has been 
soaring home prices. Many  
first-time buyers across Canada 
are wondering whether now is 
the right time to invest in a home, 
or if they should wait.
But it’s important to carefully think through the 
choice between renting and owning, and to fully  
understand the costs of taking on a mortgage.

Renting and owning can both have benefits. The 
right choice depends on your financial situation, 
priorities and long-term goals.

Owning your home can give you:

1  a feeling of pride that you’ve made an investment, 

2  independence from a landlord’s choices about 
the future of the property, and

3  the ability to make permanent renovations or 
decorate to suit your own tastes.

In comparison, renting can give you:

1  a feeling of independence,

2   the ability to move easily to pursue opportunities, 
such as a new job, and 

3  freedom from the responsibilities of maintaining 
a home.

Remember, while financial calculations are essential 
in any decision to buy a home, many people will find 
that the emotions and values they place on owning 
or renting will influence their choices. Find resources 
to help you understand what each option will cost 
and decide what’s best for you at canada.ca/money.

www.newscanada.com

RENTING  
vs. BUYING  

in the current  
housing market

(NC) Buying a new home is an exciting time but it also includes lots 
of homework and new responsibilities to consider. If you’re not 
careful, you can end up with issues that haunt you for years to 
come. Here are some of the top pitfalls:

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Top pitfalls to avoid during 
the home buying process
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Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

LUXURIOUS 20 ACRE TREED ESTATE! $10,900,000
Approx. 20 acres on private treed estate with large pond. 

Two homes both with private pools. Bungaloft is approx. 11,000 sq. ft 
with large terrace overlooking 4-acre pond. Second home is 

approx. 1,900 sq. ft bungalow. Call Rocco today!

UNIQUE OPEN CONCEPT BUNGALOFT! $2,888,000
Unique approx. 3-year-old open concept bungaloft. Approx. 3,400 sq ft plus walk out 
basement. Situated on quiet court. Backing onto ravine with sunny south exposure. 

Approx. $100,000 in landscaping. 8 Car Parking. 9Ft ceilings plus cathedral ceilings. Smooth 
ceilings on main fl oor. 4 Bdrm plan. Open concept kitchen & family. Call Rocco today!

37.6 ACRE PRIVATE TREED ESTATE! $7,500,000
Attention Investors/Developers. Here is an opportunity to own a 37.6 Acre Private Treed 
Estate with a stream running along south border of lot. Approx. 4,000 Sq ft renovated 

bungaloft with 4 bedrooms plus ground fl oor 2-bedroom nanny or in-law fl at with its own 
entrance and inground saltwater pool. In town location in Newmarket. Call Rocco today!

APPROX. 17 ACRE ESTATE! $2,875,000
Approx. 17-acre estate Almost 6,000 sq. ft of luxurious living space 
including fi nished one bedroom basement apt w/separate entrance. 

4 car tandem garage. In-ground saltwater pool & 60’ x 40’ outbuilding. 
Mins to Highway 404. Call Rocco today!

RENOVATED BUNGALOW 2.6 ACRE TREED LOT! $2,158,000
Recently renovated Bungalow with Approx. 3,500 Sq Ft 

of Luxurious Living Space, Situated on Approx. 2.6 Acres private treed lot 
with Seasonal Views of Lake Simcoe. Minutes To Friday Harbour. 

Sauna In Basement. Call Rocco today!

TOTALLY RENOVATED HOME! $1,988,000
Totally renovated home approx. 4,400 sq ft of luxurious living space, 

Including 2-bedroom apartment with separate entrance from garage, 
inground saltwater pool, gazebo, stunning kitchen with island. Quality 
fi nishing’s throughout. Walking distance to Yonge. Call Rocco today!

RENOVATED HOME WITH PREMIUM LOT! $1,899,000
Renovated home (over 5,000 sq ft of luxurious living space). 
Premium private approx. 60x 200 ft treed lot south exposure. 
Mature cedars, trees and fi shpond, minutes to all amenities. 

Hardwood fl oors throughout main fl oor and upper hall. Call Rocco today!

25904 MAPLE BEACH ROAD SOLD FOR $2,850,000
Sold $100,000 over asking in 2 days! 

Call Rocco for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME! $725,000
Build your own dream home on this 3/4-acre lot minutes to Georgian Mall, 

Highway 400, Springwater Golf Course & Ski Resorts. 4 separate Lots available. 
Lot 7, Lot 10, Lot 12, Lot 14 $725,000 for each Lot. Call Rocco today!

LAND
FOR 
SALE

25 KENNEDY LANE SOLD FOR $2,818,000
Thinking of selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

24 QUEENSBOROUGH COURT SOLD FOR $2,070,000
Thinking of selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

20 PHEASANT DRIVE SOLD FOR $1,888,000
Thinking of selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

(NC)The new year is a great  
opportunity to give your home  
a facelift. So, take advantage  
of the wintertime urge to nest  
by transforming some of your 
favourite rooms. With a few 
creative changes and strategic 
investments, giving your home  
a fresh new look and feel is  
easy and affordable.
FOR THE BEDROOM When it comes to the space 
where you spend at least a third of your life sleeping,  
creating a sense of calm and security is key. Crisp 
new linens or throw pillows in bold or cheerful  
colours can revitalize the whole room. Adding  
candles and new artwork or photographs on the 
walls are simple ways to freshen up the aesthetic 
while showcasing your personality.

FOR THE DINING ROOM Remember how much 
you loved setting a festive table during the holidays?  
Keep this indulgence alive to give your dining room 
an extra oomph, and encourage your family to use 
this space throughout the year. Splurge on some re-
ally nice table linens in colours you love and make 
a fun DIY centrepiece with elements from nature — 
check online for tutorials and ideas.

FOR THE HOME OFFICE After a couple of years 
working remotely, most of our office spaces could 
use an upgrade. Get a new calendar that you’ll love  
looking at, whether it’s photos of dogs or inspira-
tional quotes, and change up your picture frames  
to reflect more recent memories.

Since the key to any office is great electronics,  
consider your current needs. With the right device, 
you can easily take your workstation to another 
room or even outside. Try the LG gram 17” ultra-
lightweight laptop designed to meet the heaviest  
demands of our data-rich world. An immersive 
16:10 display and long-lasting battery life will take 
you through the day.

Wherever you choose to work, take some time 
to make sure your space is set up ergonomically  
and that your chair and monitor are positioned to 
eliminate strain on your eyes, wrists and back.

www.newscanada.com

Home décor tips to 
refresh your space

Sweet 
dreams 
are made of these: 
3 designer tips for  
a dreamy bedroom

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

(NC) Getting a restful night’s sleep isn’t 
just important to our energy, it plays 
a key role in our overall well-being. 
To help you create a bedroom that 
encourages you to rest and relax, 
Sharon Grech, Benjamin Moore 
colour and design expert, shares her 
top tips for a serene space.

MAKE SPACE FOR SWEET DREAMS. If your goal 
is a tranquil bedroom, decluttering is a good place 
to start. “It’s easier to feel calm and relaxed when 
your space is free from clutter,” says Grech. To help  
store your favourite items, consider adding smart 

storage solutions into your space. “Bed frames with 
storage drawers and even using a chest of drawers  
as a nightstand are clever ways to add concealed  
storage to your bedroom.” Once you’ve tucked  
away all the items you need, but don’t need to see, 
out of sight you can focus on highlighting just a few 
favourite pieces for a calming, intentional esthetic.

CHOOSE COLOURS THAT SUIT YOUR MOOD. Whether 
you want a space that gives you a spark to wake up, 
or a bedroom that invites you to cocoon under the 
blankets, there is a colour that can help create the 
ideal ambiance.

“If you want to relax and unwind, consider soft, 
warm colours like Pale Moon OC-108 that are  
often used for cozy and intimate spaces, or cool hues  
like Hint of Violet 2114-60 that create calm, yet  
refreshing atmospheres,” suggests Grech.
Looking for a bedroom that gives you energy to get 

out of bed in the morning? “Deeply saturated paint 
colours such as Mysterious AF-565 or Wild Flower 
2090-40 energize and envelop.”

CONSIDER THE FIFTH WALL. When it comes to  
the bedroom, the ceiling is often overlooked. While 
classic white paint is a perennial favourite, a pop of 
colour on the ceiling enhances a bedroom’s character.

“Contrary to popular belief, painting a ceiling  
with colour can visually expand a room, especially 
with blue that nods to the open skies,” says Grech. 
For professional results at home, she recommends 
Waterborne Ceiling Paint, which dries to a flaw-
less finish so you can transform your bedroom in  
one weekend.

www.newscanada.com
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