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Films shine light on 
“forgotten” elements 
of  Canada’s Black 
History

From a former slave who became 
a ranching titan in Canada’s prairies 
to students at a Montreal university 
fighting against racism, Canada 
has a rich history of  Black pioneers 
and trailblazers who sometimes get 
lost amid their more prominent 

Continued on page 14

As the Province prepares to lift many 
restrictions stemming from a return 
to a modified Step 2 on Monday, the 
community has seen seven residents 
lost to the latest COVID-19 outbreak at 

Chartwell Aurora.
Over the course of  the last week, York 

Region Public Health has reported the 
deaths of  eight residents due to COVID-19, 
seven of  whom resided at Chartwell 
Aurora (formerly Resthaven), located near 
George Street and Wellington, and range 
in age from 65 to 96.

On January 11, a 92-year-old 
asymptomatic female lost the battle with 
COVID-19 after receiving a positive test 
result on January 6. On the same day, a 

90-year-old male, also asymptomatic and 
testing positive on the same day, lost the 
fight.

A further death was reported on 
January 13, this time a 90-year-old male, 
asymptomatic, who tested positive on 
December 28.

An 86-year-old woman, who tested 
positive and experienced her first symptoms 
on January 6, died on January 15 and, the 
following day, an asymptomatic 96-year-

Eight more residents lost to virus as 
Province prepares for Monday re-opening

Poet George Elliott Clarke will speak virtually about his new book, Where Beauty Survived, in  
a talk hosted by the Aurora Public Library next Thursday, February 3. For more on Clarke’s poignant 
story, see Page 15. Coverage of upcoming initiatives related to Black History Month begins on  
Page 13.                      Contributed photo
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  KN95 BLACK & WHITE

$7.99
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of 5

so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 20

www.livingassistance.ca

Data potentially moving in 
positive direction, says Pakes
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I’M HERE to safely serve you. Helping you is what we do.

Over 35 years  
experience in Aurora 

          SALES REPRESENTATIVE   905 717 0203 izzipopat.com   izzipopat@rogers.com

BUY WITH SUCCESS...
SELL WITH CONFIDENCE

For Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenAvraamNeo.com  

Thinking of Buying  
or Selling Your Home?

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Sales Representative, SRES

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated
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ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Neophytou 
905-251-8130

Paul

jeffgordonproperties.com

 

Jeff Gordon
Sales Representative

Direct:  416 712-4071

Choosing  
the right  
realtor  
DOES  
make  
a difference

Aurora artist Vicki Carruthers, whose work has been inspired by Canada’s natural beauty, particularly around Georgian Bay, will lend her talents to a 
colourful new mural that will become a landmark in Aurora’s Yonge Street corridor this spring. (INSET) Carruthers joins Mayor Tom Mrakas in pointing out 
the currently-blank space outside of Chartwell Park Place which will serve as the mural’s canvas. For more on the public art project, including a rendering of 
the finished work, see Page 7.                              Auroran photos by Brock Weir

BLANK BLANK SPACESPACE
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Betty White Challenge sees more than $100,000 
donated to local animal charities

Thousands of  dollars have been 
raised for local animal charities and 
organizations in the name of  beloved 
actress Betty White. 

Betty White, star of  The Golden 
Girls and The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show, was a prominent animal welfare 
advocate. Following her death on 
New Year’s Eve at the age of  99, 
a social media campaign dubbed 
#thebettywhitechallenge tasked fans 
the world over to celebrate what 
would have been her 100th birthday on 
January 17 by making a donation of  at 
least $5 (or whatever was manageable) 
to the animal organization of  their 
choice.

“The Ontario SPCA and Humane 
Society received over $120,000 
in donations through the Betty 
White Challenge,” says Melissa 
Kosowan, Associate Director of  
Communications, for the Ontario 
SPCA, which is based in Whitchurch-
Stouffville near Woodbine and Mulock 
Drive. “We are so thankful to everyone 
who made a gift in Betty’s honour to 
change the lives of  animals in need.”

Dog Tales Animal Rescue and 
Sanctuary saw similar successes.

They received several donations 
after raising awareness of  the challenge 
online.

“Let’s all honour an amazing woman 
who had a strong passion for animals,” 
said the organization on January 17. 
“Do your part by donating towards an 
animal rescue of  your choice in Betty’s 
memory. We would like to thank 
everyone who has donated to Dog 
Tales or other rescues on this special 
day. Your support means the world to 
us and our furry friends.”

On January 18, they added: “The 
donations yesterday were significant 
in both the number of  donations and 
overall amount.”

As The Auroran reported earlier 
this month, White had strong ties to 
the community of  Aurora.

It is the birthplace of  her 
grandmother, Ettie Lundy, who 
married the Danish born Christian 
White in theirfamily home which 
still stands on the southwest corner 
of  Yonge and Reuben Streets. 
Significantly altered since it was first 
constructed, it is now the base for 
Carruthers Financial.

Following their deaths in Illinois 
in the 1930s and 40s, the remains of  
both Ettie and Christian White were 

brought home to Lundy family plot 
and continue to rest in the northwest 
quadrant of  Aurora Cemetery.

Restaurants and gyms will be 
able to welcome patrons once again 
on Monday following re-opening 
plans announced by the Province 
last week. 

These businesses will be allowed 
to re-open at 50 per cent capacity, 
along with retailers that do not fall 
under the banner of  grocery stores 
or pharmacies, cinemas, meeting 
and event spaces, recreation 
facilities, and shopping malls.

Additionally, spectator areas at 
arenas will once again be opened.

Other restrictions will remain 
in place until at least February 21, 
which is when the Province has 
targeted the removing of  capacity 
limits in indoor public settings where 
proof  of  vaccination is required, 
including restaurants, permitting 
spectator activity at sporting events, 
concert venues and theatres at 50 
per vent capacity, and increasing 
social gathering limits to 25 people 
indoors and 100 people outdoors.  
March 14 is pencilled in as the next 
step in the re-opening plan, with 
the lifting of   limits in all indoor 
public settings while maintaining 

proof  of  vaccination requirements 
in existing settings.

“The evidence tells us that the 
measures we put in place to blunt 
the transmission of  Omicron are 
working,” said Premier Doug 
Ford in a statement. “We can be 
confident that the worst is behind 
us and that we are now in a position 
to cautiously and gradually ease 
public health measures. While 
February will continue to present 
its own challenges, given current 
trends these are challenges we are 
confident we can measure.”

Added Dr. Kieran Moore, 
Ontario’s Chief  Medical Officer of  
Health: “Thanks to the efforts of  
Ontarians going to get their booster 
dose and adhering to current 
public health and workplace safety 
measures, we are in a position where 
we can begin planning to gradually 
and cautiously ease restrictions.

“The months ahead will 
require continued vigilance, as we 
don’t want to cause any further 
disruption to people’s everyday 
lives. We must continue to prevent 
the transmission of  COVID-19 
in our communities by following 
the measures in place and by 
vaccinating those who have not yet 
received their doses.”

Gyms, restaurants set to  
re-open Monday with further 
easing eyed for March

Thousands have been raised for local animal organizations in the name of beloved actress Betty White 
in honour of the centenary of her birth on January 17.                Photo by Thomas J. Watson
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Machell’s Corners

Before you take your bow, Al Downey, 
I have to wonder what you consider as 
successful when it comes to the Town’s 
response to the LDD caterpillars last 
year, or Gypsy moths as most of  us refer 
to them.

You are quoted as stating, “It was 
successful and people really appreciated 
the fact that we were doing something 
to address the caterpillars.” I saw no 
response from the Town. None at all. 
Many houses in my neighborhood 
were using duct tape, vapor barrier 
tape, plastic wrap and myriad of  other 
homemade solutions to protect the 
trees on our property, and including the 
many trees on the boulevard which I 
would remind you are the Town’s trees 
and therefore the Town’s responsibility 
to protect and look after.

We saw no notices of  a burlap 
program being available. We received 
no automated phone calls from the 
Town notifying the taxpayers that a 
solution or kit was available. Nor did 
we see any interest from the Town to 
prevent further infestation on the trees 
in the boulevards. Your response could 
best be described as “being developed 
but lacking in the implementation”.

I have personally been aware of  the 
Gypsy moth problem and its inevitable 
march northward since the early 1970s. 
The reality is it will be very difficult to 
control in the woodlots of  the Town 
and our streets, if  at all possible.

We have already seen how difficult it 
is to control the tent caterpillar and the 
emerald ash borer from the province.

While encouraged by the news 
of  a virus that might attack the 
caterpillars, relying on that might be 
a little premature at this time. I think 
more effort could be spent educating 
the public and notifying the public of  
assistance from the Town if  it is indeed 
available.

We’ve earned it.
Mark Reeves

Aurora

Let’s cast our minds back for a 
second to 2005.

A simpler time and place, perhaps?
Well, it depends on who you ask.
Just a few years out of  the tragic 

events of  9/11, we were, along with 
our allies in the heat of  the Afghanistan 
conflict while, here at home, on both 
sides of  the border, the debate raged on 
whether or not we should be there in 
the first place. Our biggest allies in the 
United States and the United Kingdom 
went a step further and took the fight 
to Iraq based on dubious evidence 
and, in the midst of  all that chaos, and 
conflicting sources of  information, 
there emerged the widespread coining 
of  the term “truthiness.”

Popularized by comedian and late-
night host Stephen Colbert on The 
Colbert Report, it was a comment on 
the apparent prevalence of  leaders 
peddling ideas that were essentially 
truth-adjacent rather than the truth 
itself. And while that is alarming in and 
of  itself, it was greeted at the time with 
no small splash of  humour.

“It used to be everyone was entitled 
to their own opinion, but not their 
own facts,” Colbert told The A.V. 
Club at the time. “But that’s not the 
case anymore. Facts matter not at all. 
Perception is everything. It’s certainty. 
People love [then-president George W. 
Bush] because he’s certain of  his choices 
as a leader, even if  the facts that back 
him up don’t seem to exist. It’s the fact 
that he’s certain that is very appealing 
to a certain section of  the country. I 
really feel a dichotomy in the American 
populace. What is important? What 
you want to be true, or what is true? 

“Truthiness is, ‘What I say is right, 
and [nothing] anyone else says could 
possibly be true.’ It’s not only that I 
FEEL it to be true, but that I feel it to 
be true. There’s not only an emotional 
quality, but there’s a selfish quality.”

We don’t have to look very far beyond 
the presidency of  George W. Bush, or 
just one side of  the border, to see that 
the idea of  “truthiness” is not simply 
observational humour but something 
that seems to have taken very strong 
root in our own culture.

The last two Presidential elections 
in the United States have shown that 
the tenets of  “truthiness” have sadly 
become mainstream in public life. It 
didn’t matter whether what people felt 
was in any way based on fact, but the 
fact they felt it gave it impenetrable 

clout. And if  they needed something 
to back it up, why starting rumours 
in echo chambers seemed to do more 
than just the trick.

If  someone said something that 
challenged their worldview or their gut-
feeling, it, of  course, was wrong, maybe 
seen as personal attack, and certainly 
not something worth a second look. 
The person with the different outlook 
was wrong, plain and simple.

We saw slightly less severe but no 
less worrying signs of  “truthiness” in 
our public discourse in our own last 
Federal election, so we’re certainly not 
immune to it, but I feel a new lack of  
information is setting the table for a 
resurgence of  “truthiness.”

In my opinion, this new brand of  
“truthiness” is being fostered by a 
concerted and unnecessary lack of  
information – or, the very least, a 
torrent of  information that has sadly 
slowed to a trickle.

As students this Friday complete 
their first full week back at school for 
in-person learning since the winter 
break, they and their families are doing 
so with a woeful lack of  information. 
This is not a lack of  information that 
can be laid at the foot of  an educator’s 
desk; rather it is a systemic breaking 
down of  a previously-vital information 
stream.

School is currently underway 
without any formal public record being 
kept of  how many cases of  COVID-19 
are in schools, how many students per 
day are exposed to the virus, how many 
are bringing the virus home to their 
families, and how many student cases 
will subsequently contribute to further 
spread.

Aside from a few bold teachers who 
have decided to buck the trend and 
share anecdotal information of  what 
is truly going on in their classrooms, 
parents are essentially sending their 
children into the unknown each day, 

just hoping that the decision that was 
made that morning was not one that 
would be regretted in the evening.

They have little choice in the matter 
and my heart goes out to each and 
every person who faces this dilemma 
each day. Yet it doesn’t have to be this 
way. A simple reporting of  the true 
figures would go a long way in helping 
parents make the correct decision for 
their families.

But true numbers might belie 
assurances made by our leaders that 
schools are safe for students and 
teachers.

Given an apparent lack of  testing 
resources, we’re not given an accurate 
accounting of  just how many active 
cases of  COVID-19 there are in our 
communities. Instead, we’re given the 
official numbers confirmed by local 
health units with the caveat that each 
day’s release is almost certainly an 
undercounting of  the actual numbers.

No actual numbers means the 
layman can’t actually see trends in just 
how we’re doing fighting the invisible 
enemy and now the ones we trust to 
give us projections are left to analyse 
wastewater to monitor trends.

Whether it’s a lack of  resources or 
not, it also seems like we’re living in 
a COVID phase that is reflective of  
the early days of  the pandemic when 
the number of  deaths were tragically 
reported as mere statistics. We’re told 
only “X” amount of  children have 
been hospitalized with COVID, as if  
one wasn’t already too many; that we’re 
seeing some positives when just under 
300 people in Ontario alone lost their 
battle with COVID between Sunday 
and Sunday, and just “X” of  the people 
who lost the fight were under the age 
of  “X.”

I don’t know about you, but I don’t 
find any of  those numbers comforting. 

What I do find reassuring are 
accurate numbers and apparent trends 
that do not leave room for “truthiness” 
to hit the comeback trail.

But, on the positive side, unlike when 
the Province was so intent on blocking 
the previous government’s health 
curriculum they set up a snitch line 
for parents and students to report any 
teachers who dared teach it, we’re not 
seeing a similar reporting system set 
up for teachers who are bold enough 
to give parents an accurate picture of  
what’s going on in their classrooms.

At least not yet.

Reader questions  
Town’s LDD moth plan

Cartoon nailed 
Boardwalk issue: reader

My go-to page in The Auroran is 
page four.

So, what’s on page four? Well, 
three things: the Letters to the Editor; 
Machell’s Corners; and Brock’s Banter.

There is a fourth section, a fine 
printed recurring section some may 
need a pair of  reading spectacles to 
see. Spectacles? Who uses the word 
spectacles nowadays?

I admit, I have read everything 
“Sherlock Holmes”, and I know 
everything about spectacles. I like it 
better, just a more eloquent word as 
opposed to reading glasses.

Now to the point.
I want to comment on Scott 

Johnston’s boardwalk cartoon from 
December 9, 2021 found on page four. 
Scott nailed it. It is funny, yet it depicts 
the true nature of  the new wooden 
structure along Yonge Street just south 
of  St. John’s Sideroad.

Next time you walk on this boardwalk, 
you can spectate “the existing sidewalk 
that runs next to it only a few metres 
away.”  The boardwalk is part of  the 
Kwik Kopy Trail, years ago budgeted 
at $150,000 and now ballooning under 
this Council term to $927,900, with the 
boardwalk alone at $630,000.

$630,000 for an approximately 360 
metre long boardwalk, about 10 meters 
away from a perfectly usable and more 
accessible sidewalk. How about the 
future maintenance, repair and liability 
costs?

Anna Lozyk Romeo
Aurora



    THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 27, 2022           Page 5

Let me begin by wishing everybody a 
healthy, safe new year.

I remain optimistic in our recovery 
from this pandemic and believe we 
will experience a more normal year 
in 2022, with fewer restrictions. As a 
nation, we have made great strides in 
the fight against COVID-19, but the 
Omicron variant continues to be a stark 
reminder that the battle isn’t over. We 
are seeing indications that this variant 
might be slowing down, but the impact 
on our hospitals and health care system 
remains at an overload level. 

Since the beginning of  the pandemic, 
the federal government has readily 
responded to the needs of  our provinces 
and territories – this month providing 
140 million rapid tests, with deliveries 
well underway. 

We know that vaccines, along with 
adhering to public health guidelines, 
will get us through this pandemic. 
We also know Omicron will continue 
posing a severe challenge on many 
fronts. As Dr. Theresa Tam, Chief  
Public Health Officer Canada, noted 
recently: “With several weeks of  very 
intense activity expected to come, 
these updated modelling forecasts 
underscore the importance of  doing 
our best now to help limit the size of  
the Omicron surge in order to maintain 
the health system and critical functions 
of  society. To mitigate the impact, we 
need sustained public health measures 
and good adherence with individual 
practices, while getting COVID-19 
vaccine protection up-to-date across 
the population, including boosters as 
eligible and recommended. We can all 
help by staying the course, with caution 
and consistency, to get through this 
difficult period sooner.”

As we continue our fight against the 
pandemic, we must all remain vigilant, 
following the preventative measures 
that have kept us safe from the start. 

Rebuilding and growing our economy, 
avoiding future lockdowns, getting 
Canadians back to work in all sectors, 
and making life more affordable are at 
the heart of  what we intend to do. 

The Mandate Letters
On December 16, the Prime 

Minister released the mandate letters 
to his Cabinet members. These outline 
each minister’s priorities, while at the 
same time revealing the themes that 
will define our government’s work. The 
mandate letters are available to the 
public and are worth reading for anyone 
with a keen interest in government. 
There are consistent themes within 
them, reflecting the election platforms 
while also addressing specific outcomes 
within the cabinet minister’s portfolio. 
You can access the mandate letters at: 
pm.gc.ca/en/mandate-letters

Advocating for Seniors
On Thursday, January 20, the 

York Region Liberal Caucus and the 
Honourable Kamal Khera, Minister 
of  Seniors, hosted a Seniors Townhall. 
York Region Federal Liberal Caucus 
MPs invited community members 
and organizations from ridings across 
York Region to hear about the federal 
government’s work and to share 
with Minister Khera issues that are 
important to seniors. 

Organizations spoke about safer 

conditions in long-term care homes, 
better working conditions for personal 
support workers, the impact of  the 
pandemic on the mental health of  
seniors, support for low-income seniors, 
and helping seniors age well at home. 

The Minister shared her priorities 
and identified a common thread, 
focused on the ongoing support for 
seniors with greater financial, health, 
and social needs. Before the pandemic 
and throughout, the Liberal government 
has been increasing support for seniors.

Since 2015, our government has 
worked to ensure they have a dignified 
and secure retirement. We restored the 
age of  eligibility for Old Age Security 
(OAS) and Guaranteed Income 
Supplement (GIS) to 65 from 67, putting 
thousands of  dollars back into the 
pockets of  seniors and restoring benefits 
they rely on. Early into the pandemic, 
we provided one-time payments of  
$300 to OAS pensioners and an 
additional $200 to GIS recipients. We 
have also increased the GIS by 10 per 
cent for individual seniors, created the 
Age Well at Home Initiative to help 
low-income seniors live longer in their 
homes, and decreased the poverty rate 
among seniors by 20 per cent. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
exposed long-standing issues affecting 
seniors, their families, and the 
hardworking people who care for them. 
It is our collective responsibility to 
ensure they get the support they need to 
age with dignity, while supporting their 
needs for health, independence, and 
appropriate care. Local organizations 
provide seniors with key supportive 
services, and we share the goal 
of  ensuring safer and better care. 
Discussions with these organizations 
help guide the work of  the federal 
government, and provide a forum to 
speak directly with the Minister on the 
issues that impact those they serve.

THIS WEEK’S POLL
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FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Now that the federal election has taken 
place and the Liberals have won a minority, 
what’s in store for the Federal Conservative 
Party?

Unlike after the 1993 election of  Liberal 
Jean Chretien when the Progressive 
Conservatives were left with two seats 
nationally, the Federal Conservatives are 
in relatively good shape today, holding one 
hundred and nineteen seats out of  the three 
hundred and thirty-eight seats in the House 
of  Commons. This is roughly the same 
number of  seats they held after the previous 
election, when the party was headed by 
Andrew Scheer.

As the Conservatives did not win 
the election, and according to the party 
constitution, a leadership vote is supposed to 
take place between now and the next election. 

As of  now, that event is set for August 
2023, which is a long way off.

I was hoping that all Party members 
would have the opportunity to vote on the 
leadership question, but again, according 
to my reading of  the party constitution, 
each riding association will elect delegates to 
attend a national convention (at a location yet 
to be determined) where they will vote on the 
leadership question.

At the same time as Party members 
consider the leadership vote, they must also 
continue the hard work of  strengthening 
itself; recruiting new party members, raising 
funds and developing policy alternatives for 
the next election.

Speaking of  policy, I am very interested to 
see how the Party develops policy alternatives 
going forward.

My hope is that all Party members will 
have the opportunity for their say on policy 
going forward and that we have learned our 
lesson from this electoral setback.

I think the federal Conservatives should 
take a historical page from their Ontario 
cousins.

Back in the early 1990s the Party developed 
a plan that was discussed and debated within 
the various riding associations, and then 
at regional policy workshops before final 
resolutions were adopted after rigorous 
debates at a province-wide policy meeting. 
These final policy resolutions became part of  
the Party’s platform.

The Federal Conservative Party should 
adopt this approach.

Party volunteers were energized, as they 
had the opportunity to make and influence 
Party policy. This certainly did not mean 
that they won everything that they wanted – 
as the Leader and his campaign team craft 
a campaign strategy and theme out of  the 
policy resolutions – but the grassroots were 
consulted, and listened to.

So, why is all this important to me here 
in Aurora in the early part of  2022 as Mr. 
Trudeau’s Liberals will be holding power 
with a good-sized minority for potentially the 
next couple of  years?

It is important for the simple reason that 
a democracy best functions when you have 
Opposition parties that are ready and able to 
potentially govern.

Knowing that the other guy can do the job 
is a great way to keep the incumbents on their 
toes.

This is especially important now, given the 
state and the challenges in our economy from 
COVID.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

“Simplicity is so attractive and so profitable 
that it is strange that so few people lead truly 
simple lives.”

- Leo Tolstoy

Remember the days when we were 
working and tried to imagine a simpler 
life than the one we were living?

Nearly every moment was scheduled, 
we relied on things like convenience 
foods to keep us fed when we were too 
busy with work to shop or cook. Soccer 
practices, dance lessons, meetings with 
your child’s teacher. Yes, just the thought 
may bring some happy memories but it 
comes with a torrent of  rushing, waiting, 
hurrying, missing appointments, etc.

Those were the days, and, now dear 
readers, we need to bring our focus this 
New Year to Simplicity.

Is there anyone who doesn’t yearn for 
a simpler life? The more things we own, 
the more responsibilities we have, the 
more we need to feed our ego and the 
less freedom we can truly enjoy.

2022 is upon us and I am making 
a pledge to myself  that I will focus 
on what is most important to me and 
letting go of  the rest.

Come on everyone, jump on board! 
There are so many wonderful things 
that I discovered since the onset of  the 
pandemic. Walking, walking and more 
walking. During the summer and fall 

months, seeing our garden make the 
slow transition into a deep winter’s 
sleep has brought my husband and I joy. 
When you take a stroll outside, even for 
a few minutes, it may sound boring at 
first, but just looking at the clouds and 
the still and quiet air that this season 
brings calms my heart. 

Since retirement, I have to come to 
terms with myself. First, there’s the link 
between simple living with minimalism. 
In other words, having less stuff. Yes, it’s 
time to declutter that closet.  Believe me, 
it will do you a lot of  good emotionally 
and spiritually. The good life is the 
simple life.

Two centuries of  industrialisation, 
population growth and a frenzied 
economy has covered us all in smog, 
polluted lakes and deforestation, 
extinction of  plant and animal species 
and global warming. The idea of  living 
a simple life may be our answer for 
reversing these trends and preserving 
our planet in more ways than one. 
However, if  we don’t strive for 

simplicity soon, we may be forced to 
live a significant degree of  simplicity in 
the future. 

Therefore, simplicity is about being, 
not doing.

It can only be attained by peeling 
away the clutter so that you are left 
with what truly matters. Think for a 
moment, are you living in the past? 
Then, without a doubt, your life will 
feel heavy.

“If  you worry about what might be, 
and wonder what might have been, you 
will ignore what is.” – Unknown

We don’t know what could happen 
tomorrow. All that we have is this 
moment. When we sink into what is 
happening in the here and now, our life 
becomes less complicated.  A simple life 
and negativity don’t mix well.  Get rid 
of  energy vampires in your life – the 
people who are constantly complaining 
and the sucking the life from you.

Today, just think about how amazing 
simplicity can be.  Visualize a bouquet 
of  bright yellow daffodils in a white 
milk jug on a pine mantel or sunlight 
streaming through clean windows.

Every day offers us simple gifts when 
we are willing to search our hearts for 
the place that’s right for each of  us.    

Your New Year awaits you with 
a pause and an appreciation for the 
smallest of  things. 

Tony Van Bynen, MP 
Newmarket - Aurora 

MP'S REPORT

New Year 2022

The Aurora Museum & 
Archives is getting…

All the Wrinkles Out!
When one’s fine fabrics require flattening or frilling, a stationary goffering 

iron such as this (W95a,b) may be of service. The tube is hollow, and would 

be heated by the long iron rod, permitting two-hand manipulation of fabrics 

as they are worked into their desired form. Originally collected by Aurora 

Mayor and historian J.M. Walton, primitive versions of irons such as these 

were in use as early as the 16th century, and used particularly to shape the 

dramatic neck-ruffs worn at the time.

Does Aurora have enough retail 
space in the Yonge 

and Wellington corridors?

The Federal 
Conservative 

Party: Where do 
we go from here?



THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 27, 2022Page  6

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Continued on page 18

Visit Our Showroom 
1100 Gorham St. Unit #20, Newmarket

GORHAM ST

LESLIE ST

N
ICH

O
LSO

N
 RD

FRED
 H

AG
AN

 CT Follow us
BUY

Canadian!

GORHAM ST

FR
ED

 H
AG

A
N

  C
T

LE
SL

IE
  S

T

N
IC

H
O

LS
O

N
  R

D

Call or email us today  905-954-0967  |  info@cabinetmagic.ca  |  www.cabinetmagic.ca 

TThhee  bbiitttteerrnneessss  ooff  ppoooorr  qquuaalliittyy  iiss  rreemmeemmbbeerreedd  lloonngg  aafftteerr  tthhee  sswweeeettnneessss  ooff  aa  llooww  pprriiccee  hhaass  ffaaddeedd  ffrroomm  mmeemmoorryy

CABINET REFACING 
Servicing the GTA for 30 years

CUSTOM NEW KITCHENS 
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES • PERSPECTIVE DRAWINGS

OR

Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.

19
20

9
4
5
C
N

Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

From page 1

TONY
Van Bynen
Member of Parliament Newmarket-Aurora

Constituency Office: 905-953-7515 • email: Tony.VanBynen@parl.gc.ca • website: vanbynen.ca

Consittuency Office: 
905-953-7515 
email:  
Tony.VanBynen@parl.gc.ca 
website: vanbynen.ca

old female who tested positive in New 
Year’s Eve, succumbed to the virus. 

A further loss at Chartwell Aurora was 
reported January 20, this time a 65-year-
old female who first tested positive on 
January 11 before exhibiting her first 
symptoms two days later. She lost her fight 
on January 18. 

Outside of  Chartwell Aurora, a 
78-year-old male, who first tested positive 
on January 12, the same day he first 
experienced symptoms, died the following 
day at Southlake Regional Health Centre. 
York Region Public Health stated his 
exposure was due to local transmission.

Despite this spate of  deaths, York 
Region’s Medical Officer of  Health, Dr. 
Barry Pakes, pointed to some positive signs 
on Monday in his weekly COVID update.

“The Omicron variant has now been 
dominant in Ontario and York Region for 
over a month. It has dramatically changed 
everything we knew and how we respond 
to the pandemic, as well as raised many 
unknowns,” said Dr. Pakes. “Fortunately, 

thanks to the work of  York Region Public 
Health staff  and global scientists, we now 
have some very positive news to share.

“First, several studies in the U.S. and the 
United Kingdom last week have made it 
clear how important the third dose booster 
of  the vaccine is. These studies show 
that while two doses of  vaccine provided 
45 to 65 per cent protection against 
hospitalization, the booster dose protected 
almost 90 per cent. Since hospitalization 
and health system capacity are the most 
significant challenges of  the Omicron 
surge, it has never been more important to 
get your third dose for your own protection 
and to contribute to a speedy reopening. 
We look forward to data from across 
Ontario and our own York Region data 
to confirm these findings in the coming 
days.”

At the same time, Dr. Pakes said 
there are signs that cases in York Region 
and Ontario-wide are showing signs of  
stabilization and “may be beginning to 
decrease.”

While actual case numbers are not a 

useful metric since the testing guidance 
changed several weeks ago, the test 
positivity rate as well as our wastewater 
signal are both stabilizing and may be 
moving in a positive direction. These very 
tentative but hopeful indications are the 
reason the Province has announced plans 
to gradually ease the modified Step 2 
restrictions we are currently in.”

As of  January 31, many businesses, 
including restaurants and gyms, will be 
able to re-open at 50 per vent capacity. 
Capacity limits will be reviewed and 
adjusted with further easing of  restrictions 
planned for February 21 if  things continue 
to move in a positive direction. 

“While this is positive news, hospital 
admissions remain very high and ICU 
occupancy continues to increase slowly,” 
said Dr. Pakes. “Unfortunately, we are 
seeing many deaths. We must remain 
cautious and vigilant to help decrease the 
surge of  omicron. Even when restrictions 
are slightly lifted, please know this variant 
is highly transmissible. Observing the 
continuing restrictions has a direct 
impact on our hospitalization and ICU 
admissions. It is very important to protect 
the most vulnerable in the community and 
preserve our healthcare symptoms. If  you 
have symptoms, remain at home. Assume 
you are positive and notify your close 
contacts right away.”

Vaccinations will also be key in the 
continuation of  in-person learning, he 
added.

While in-person learning has positive 
impacts on a students’ social, physical 
and mental health wellbeing, Dr. Pakes 
admitted it will “take some time for parents 
and students to get used to the new normal” 
in schools and “it is understandable to still 
have some concerns.

“Cases will no longer be reported in 
schools and cohorts will no longer be 
dismissed,” he said. “However, vaccine 
coverage continues to increase. Rapid 
tests have been distributed for use in 
symptomatic children and other safety 
measures remain in place that will help 
limit the spread of  COVID-19 in schools.”

LOCAL STATS
As of  Monday, January 25, Aurora was 

grappling with 72 confirmed active cases 
of  COVID-19, but, as York Region Public 
Health notes, this number is an under-
estimate.

“With rapid transmission of  Omicron 
and recent provincial changes in testing 
eligibility and case management, case 
counts and outbreaks reported through 
the COVID-19 in York Region interactive 
dashboard are an under-estimate of  the true 
number of  individuals with COVID-19 
and outbreaks in York Region,” the Region 
stated at the start of  January, adding case 
counts should be treated with caution. 
“Public Health units across Ontario are 
prioritizing case management of  high-
risk individuals and settings. Workplace 
outbreaks are no longer reported.”

The Region is no longer reporting 
source of  exposure for active cases.

Since the start of  the global pandemic, 
York Region Public Health had been able 
to confirm 3,985 cumulative cases of  
COVID-19 in Aurora as of  January 24. 
3,855 cases are now marked as resolved 
and there have been 58 fatalities attributed 
to the virus.

88.3 per cent of  Aurora residents aged 
5 and up have received at least one dose of  
a COVID-19 vaccine, while 84.2 per cent 
had received two doses by the start of  the 
week.

Seven residents lost in latest outbreak at Chartwell Aurora

Mayor renews calls for 
land planning changes

Mayor Tom Mrakas has renewed his 
calls for changes to the land planning 
process at the Provincial level.

He will bring forward a motion 
to Aurora Council on February 22 
calling not just for his fellow Council 
members to support the dissolution of  
the Ontario Land Tribunal, but for the 
Province’s 443 other municipalities to 
follow suit as well.

The Tribunal (OLT) “has the 
authority to make a final decision on 
planning matters based on a ‘best 
planning outcome’ and not whether the 
proposed development is in compliance 

with municipal and provincially 
approved official plans or consistent 
with provincial plans and policy,” says 
Mayor Mrakas in his motion, which was 
released January 20. “Ontario is the only 
province in Canada that empowers a 
separate adjudicative tribunal to review 
and overrule local decisions applying 
provincially approved plans.”

The motion calls on the Government 
of  Ontario to immediately dissolve the 
OLT “thereby eliminating one of  the 
most significant sources of  red tape 
delaying the development of  more 
attainable housing in Ontario.”

“Far too often we hear governments 
talk about ‘cutting red tape’, ‘streaming 
the approval process’ for new housing,” 
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Canadian wilds will bring “hopeful” message  
to Yonge Street

The beauty of  Canada’s untamed 
wilderness has inspired generations 
of  artists, including Vicki Carruthers.

Now, the Aurora-based artist, who 
is renowned for her interpretations on 
the beauty of  nature, hopes her work 
will inspire fellow residents as she 
lends her work to a new downtown 
mural. 

Ms. Carruthers’ work will this year 
grace a municipally-owned retaining 
wall on Yonge Street, steps north 
of  Kennedy Street, just in front of  
Chartwell Park Place retirement 
residence.

The mural is part of  a vision first 
proposed to Council by Mayor Tom 
Mrakas with an aim to transform 
otherwise plain walls of  concrete 
into colourful showcases of  public art 
designed to inspire and draw people 
back to Yonge Street.

“I have been an artist my whole life 
and you reach a point where you start 
to think about other opportunities and 
other dreams,” says Ms. Carruthers. 
“I always wanted to have an outside 
permanent installation somewhere 
and when this came up, I thought 
what a better place to do it than your 
own hometown? A great opportunity 
right here in Aurora.”

The mural was originally set to be 
installed less than a block north of  
the Park Place site, but maintenance 
work caused the Town to look for 
alternative locations. In a twist of  
fate, the new and final location just 
happens to be directly across the 
street from her husband’s business, 
Carruthers Financial.

“My art is all about spreading joy 
and happiness and living each day,” 
says Ms. Carruthers. “The painting’s 

title is Stay Strong, so you believe in 
yourself  and never give up on your 
dreams. That is kind of  my life-long 
inspiration. I have worked hard, I’ve 
struggled, and now things are coming 
to me with just never giving up.”

Vicki Carruthers’ work is based 
on landscape, shape and colour. Her 
joy is Georgian Bay and she finds 
particular inspiration in the trees, 
water and sky. To her, it is Canada – 
and this love is very much reflected 
in what will become an Aurora 
landmark this summer.

She learned art at her 
grandmother’s knee and picked up 
her first paintbrush at the age of  four.

She pursued her passion through 
university and an art show about 
20 years ago where everything sold 
the first night inspired her to not 
only keep going with her passion but 

propel her forward.
“It is humbling,” says Ms. 

Carruthers on being chosen to be a 
part of  the mural program. “It’s such 
a joy and something I never actually 
expected. You might see a beautiful 
mural when you’re travelling and say, 
‘Wow, I love that!” but this is very 
humbling and it will be very exciting 
to see it come to life.”

This enthusiasm is shared by Mayor 
Mrakas who says revitalization efforts 
like these are an “exciting” time for 
the downtown core.

“We’re excited that not only is the 
mural project going to be happening, 
but we’ll have our first one up and 
done in the spring and it will also 
be by what I believe is one of  our 
most famous artists in the Town of  
Aurora,” he said. “I’ve seen [the 
rendering of  the mural] so many 

times and it just pops at you. To me, 
it shows light, sun, enjoyment – I 
think it makes you happy and that 
is a good feeling to have on a wall 
in the downtown and as people are 
walking by, to have those kinds of  
feelings when they see something.”

In the next few weeks, the mural 
will be translated into a 35 – 40 
foot vinal wrap that will be applied 
directly to the retaining wall once 
weather allows for it. It has to be at 
least 15 degrees outside for that to 
happen, so the Town is looking at 
an installation in May or June with a 
community celebration dedicating it 
in the summertime.

The budget for the mural stands 
at $10,000 with half  coming from 
the Town of  Aurora and the other 
half  from Enbridge Gas’ community 
grant program.

A tentative rendering of Vicki Carruthers’ new mural, which will grace the west-facing retaining wall at Yonge and Reuben Streets. 

Contributed photo
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ATTENTION STUDENTS!
Are you interested in writing and having a chance to win a $2,500 scholar-
ship?  The Optimist International’s Essay Contest is now accepting your 
700 - 800 word essay on the theme, "How Does an Optimistic Mindset 
Change My Tomorrow?”

Your application and essay must be submitted to 
auroraoptimist@gmail.com by February 16, 2022 for consideration to the 
next level.   Please email us to receive an application along with the rules 
& regulations.

We encourage all the young writers out there to get creative and submit 
their work.   

Note:  open to students under the age of 19 as of October 1, 2021
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Modified apartment plans for Yonge Street 
heritage area presented to Council

The historic Knowles/Readman 
House, a two-storey brown brick building 
between Hillary House National Historic 
Site and Horton Place will see new life as a 
single-family home, should an apartment 
building proposal for the rear of  the site 
be approved by Council.

Lawmakerd considered a renewed 
and revised proposal for the property at 
a Public Planning meeting last week. First 
floated in 2017, the plan has undergone 
significant changes to bring it more in 
keeping with its heritage surroundings.

Should the four-storey building come 
to fruition, it will include 35 apartment 
units behind the Readman House with 
two levels of  underground parking, all of  
which will be accessed through a shared 
driveway with Hillary House at Yonge 
Street.

“The proposal [is for] a single access 
point off  Yonge Street,” said Brashanthe 
Manoharan, Planner for the Town of  
Aurora. “Mutual easements on the 
Hillary House lands do require consent 
from the Hillary House property as well 
as approval from the Ontario Heritage 
Trust (OHT).”

The applicant proposes site-specific 

amendments to the Promenade 
Downtown Shoulder zoning, and 
approval of  using a small portion of  
environmental protection lands for the 
rear of  the building.

Since it was first proposed, the 
proponent has worked with the Aurora 
Historical Society, owners of  Hillary 
House, the OHT, Aurora’s Design 
Review Panel and area stakeholders to 
make sure the plan is more in keeping 
with the neighbourhood. Changes 
include a reduction of  the building by one 
storey, the elimination of  rooftop features 
to reduce shadowing and massing on 
the surrounding neighbourhood, and 

changes in building materials to make it 
more “sympathetic” to the community.

“We are keeping the Knowles-
Readman house,” said Wayne Morgan, 
a Heritage Planner associated with the 
project. “We’re integrating it into the 
development and conserving it. It will be 
retained and restored as a single detached 
residence and restoration will include 
some interior work. The front yard was 
identified as being of  important heritage 
value and we are conserving that front 
yard condition. The rear yard was not 
identified as having significant landscape 
features from a heritage standpoint 
and that will accommodate the new 
development.”

The history of  the building will be 
noted in a plaque on the front of  the 
property, he added.

Several residents, many of  whom have 
voiced concerns over a larger apartment 
complex just south of  the land in question 
– at Yonge and Irwin – raised concerns 
over the plan last week, citing worries 
over on-street parking, run-off  from the 
development, and how construction 
might impact their older homes.

The plan also got mixed reviews from 
Council.

“The Readman House has been left to 
decay for too long and I am so thrilled this 
developer is going to be bringing it back 
to its glory and having it as a residential 
home,” said Councillor Sandra Humfryes 
who sits on the Town’s Heritage Advisory 
Committee.

Renovations to Horton Place on the 
northwest corner of  Yonge and Irwin into 
an insurance office brought the building 
back to life, she said, and contributed to 
the “vibrancy” of  the area.

“I know it is not going to be easy to 
go through this,” Councillor Humfryes 
continued, addressing residents, “but I 
believe you’re going to live in the most 
alive and vibrant part of  Town. I can’t 
wait for more to happen.”

Similarly, Mayor Tom Mrakas hailed 
the work that has been done so far in re-
shaping the proposal to better fit the area.

“Ultimately there has been a lot of  

progress on what has been presented to 
us,” he stressed, noting the motion on 
the Public Planning table is just the next 
step in the process and not the outright 
approval of  the development. “There’s a 
lot of  good things, but I think there are 
still concerns from residents and what 
we’re asking for as a Council….is we 
want the applicant to work with residents, 
to continue to work with them, and 
see if  there are any minor adjustments 
they can make. I think it is important 
to hear what the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority has to say. They 
are the experts. Once we have that report 
in the next meeting, we’ll have a better 
understanding.”

The environmental impact of  the 
development was a primary concern for 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner who said she 
objected to the proposal “going onto the 
Environmental Protection area.”

“I still think it is too large for the area 
that it is,” she said. “For underground 
parking to go into an EP area, to me that is 
completely unacceptable.”

Parking of  a different sort was a top-
of-mind issue for Councillors Rachel 
Gilliland and Harold Kim. Building on 
the concerns raised by residents about 36 
parking spots for apartment owners and 
two visitor spaces being hardly enough 
for a development of  its size, Councillor 
Gilliland suggested opening Machell 
Avenue to Aurora Heights might be 
something Council should consider to 
alleviate area traffic.

“For a municipality to be asking for more 
parking spots is not an option, but we as a 
municipality have a responsibility to ensure 
that new residents are not just parking their 
cars on the street, you need a road parking 
plan that will mitigate overflow parking,” 
Councillor Kim added. “It seems clear, 
too, that residents are concerned during 
the construction phase because it will be 
busy with two active projects. The onus will 
be on the builder in conjunction with staff  
to ensure there is constant communication 
and education on what mitigation will be 
used to assist residents in this transition 
period.”

The Readman House, left, has been languishing for well over a decade, but could find renewed life as 
a single-family home with, right, a 35-unit apartment building constructed behind the heritage home. 

Photos courtesy of the Town of Aurora
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Residents worried about apartment proposal  
for historic property

They spoke out on the potential 
impacts a proposed apartment complex 
at Yonge and Irwin would have on their 
older homes, now residents are once 
again raising their voices on a similar 
proposal just steps away.

Council, at last week’s Public 
Planning meeting, considered a revised 
plan for a four-storey apartment 
building behind a heritage brown brick 
home that lies just south of  Hillary 
House National Historic Site.

In the works since 2017, the 
proposal has undergone a number of  
changes since it was first floated, but 
for neighbours on Machell and Irwin 
Avenues, not enough has been done 
to ensure the development won’t 
negatively impact their properties.

“If  the project moves forward, 
one of  the questions my neighbours 
and family have is what plans do the 
builder and developer have to protect 
our property from the construction 
process – dirt, debris and privacy 
concerns?” asked resident Glen Payne, 
who tempered his concern with praise 
for the developers for reducing the 
overall scale of  the proposed building. 
“This isn’t a building in the middle of  
nowhere, it is a neighbourhood and 
seeing it is such a deep property it is 
going to negatively affect a lot of  us for 
a long period of  time.”

In addition to dirt and debris, the 
proposal would loom over his backyard, 
he says, and what was on the table 
failed to meet minimum landscape 
standards put in place by the Town.

“We want to be involved in these 
design choices,” he said. “It is very 
important to us.”

Similarly, Sadisha Galappati voiced 

worries about the impact long-
term construction might have on his 
70-year-old home nearby as well as the 
environmental consequences of  such a 
build.

“The proposal suggests the rezoning 
of  an environmentally-protected piece 
of  land being converted to Downtown 
Promenade Shoulder, which is 
concerning for myself  and all my 
neighbours as well,” he said. “My main 
concern would be about capacity that 
is going to be increased on the sewage 
and the stormwater connection, as 
well as the stormwater run-off  which 
is coming down the hill. Now is not 
the best time to be disregarding the 
environment.”

Parking was also at issue for Mr. 
Galappati who said the one parking 
spot per unit plan, plus two visitor 
spots, as proposed, was not enough.

“The parking situation is becoming 
very difficult to deal with,” he said. 

This was an issue highlighted as 
well by Bonnie Chan Bynoe, who said 
construction vehicles would likely have 
to park on Irwin and Machell, making 
an already difficult traffic and on-street 
parking situation worse.

“As a long-term [view], if  the 
project actually does go through, we’d 
like to know what’s happening with 
the parking,” she said. “There is not 
enough parking spaces for the amount 
of  people that will move in. When they 
run out, where are they going to park? 
They’re not going to be able to park 
on Yonge; they will park on Irwin and 
inevitably they will park along Machell 
as well, and there is only a limited 
amount of  space on Machell.”

Added Ben Pourdad: “We all have 
small kids and we are really concerned 
about the traffic and parking spots. 
Especially in the summer time, I have 
never seen my front yard without 

any cars during the day and night. 
Whenever we raised this issue with 
Bylaw, the answer I got is they are 
taxpayers as well. What about us? We 
are taxpayers and I can never use my 
front yard to park my cars or my guest 
cars. It is going to be the same issue 
when we have another big project. We 
all know that each family nowadays 
needs more than two cars and one 
parking spot is not enough for one 
unit.”

Proponents of  the plan assured 

residents that a construction mitigation 
plan is required for all development 
applications and will be reviewed by 
the Town. Construction is slated to take 
place over a span of  12 to 16 months 
and will include vibration monitoring 
equipment to mitigate impacts on 
existing homes. 

Parking at nearby Our Lady of  Grace 
Catholic Church for construction 
vehicles in the church’s off  hours is 
also an opportunity being explored, 
they added.

What sets a Pickering College education apart? What sets a Pickering College education apart? 
It’s belonging to a warm and welcomingwarm and welcoming  school communityschool community that supports your child every 

step of the way through their academic journey. It’s a place where students are encouraged 

to discover who they are as individuals, and are guided to identify what they are passionate 

about so that they can thrivethey can thrive as values-based decision makers. It’s developing students into 

innovative, courageous and compassionate global citizens who go beyond theory and take take 

action to make changeaction to make change. It’s instilling in our students an ability and a responsibility to make a ability and a responsibility to make a 

differencedifference in the world and leave the community better than they found it. It’s more than a 

school – it’s a community. Find your place at PC.
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Briefly
INVESTIGATION CONTINUES INTO FLEURY STREET FIRE

Central York Fire Services (CYFS) continue to investigate the cause and origin of  a fire that caused extensive damage 
to a home on Fleury Street on January 16. The CYFS was called to the fire at 1.48 a.m. and found flames visible on the 
exterior of  the two-storey home upon arrival. Five occupants of  the home were alerted to the fire and self-evacuated 
prior to arrival. “Fire crews initiated an aggressive interior attack on the fire and the call was immediately upgraded to a 
second alarm incident. The crews working on the interior of  the home faced heavy smoke and high temperatures in the 
basement of  the dwelling. The floor in the single-storey addition is compromised due to fire damage in the basement. 
Crews completed primary and secondary searches in the house with no additional occupants found. Fire damage is 
extensive to the addition at the rear of  the dwelling. Smoke damage is throughout the home. There is no estimate of  fire 
loss, however, damage to the house is significant.”

LEVEE THIS SATURDAY
Mayor and Council will host a traditional New Year’s Levee at Town Park this Saturday, January 29. “Aurora’s levee 

will be a festive opportunity for the community to meet with Mayor and Town Council while enjoying a live concert 
featuring the Flailing Shilaleighs at 11.15 a.m. followed my outdoor family activities. The temperature might be crisp, 
but the warmth of  the community will be cozy. COVID protocols will be in place, some of  which include attendees 
wearing masks and remaining seated during the concert. Contact tracing information will be collected.” For more 
information, visit aurora.ca/levee.
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Save the Date: February 1 the OJHL  
is back in action

By Robert Belardi 

It has felt like half  a year 
since hockey has taken place in 
communities. The good news is, 
players, fans and hockey lovers 
won’t have to wait much longer. 

The Ontario Junior Hockey 
League, confirmed their three-week 
hiatus is officially over and the 
league will resume play Tuesday, 
February, 1. 

The league confirmed it has 
extended their regular season play 
until April 7 to accommodate all 
postponed games. 

The OJHL has been shut down 
since January 5, seeing 125 total 
games closed due to the province’s 
restrictions. 

“The OJHL Board of  Governors 
were unanimously in favour of  
extending the OJHL regular season 

to allow for our players to play 
the full 54-game season,” OJHL 
Commissioner Marty Savoy said a 
League statement.

“When the provincial government 
announced the shutdown, our teams 
immediately started the process 
with the league of  rescheduling 
games in an effort to have as many 
scheduled once the league resumed 
play.”

This announcement comes nine 
days after the OJHL expanded 
their First Assist Program, offering 
mental health support virtually and 
to alumni players. 

All arenas will be opening up to 
50 per cent capacity or up to 500 
people depending on the size of  the 
venues. 

Proof  of  vaccination continues 
to remain as a requirement to enter 
arenas. Wearing masks indoors is 
also mandatory as well. 

It was another pulsating NFL playoff  
weekend and the divisional round saw all 
of  our jaws drop down to the floor. Three 
out of  the four visiting teams earned their 
way to the next round and on the same 
day both No. 1 seeds were sent home for 
the first time since 2010. 

Let’s begin. 

Packers held to 55 yards  
in the second half  

Following a well-calculated opening 
drive that saw A.J. Dillion punch the ball 
into the end zone, the Green Bay Packers 
never looked the same. Sure, Aaron Jones 
completed a 75-yard catch and run on the 
cusp of  halftime. But the Packers failed to 
go up by 10, as the ensuing field goal was 
blocked. 

Heading into the second half  in a tough 
defensive matchup between the No. 6 seed 
49ers and No. 1 seed Green Bay Packers, 
the 49ers held the Packers offence to 55 
yards. Dillion reportedly broke his rib in 
the second half  leaving the Green and 
Yellow with only Jones as their running 
option. Deguara dropped an open pass 
and Adams was double teamed, leaving 
Rodgers with very little moving forward. 

The 49ers who were also stifled 
offensively, did move the ball well in the 
second half  versus the first half. Despite 
scoring their only touchdown thanks to a 
blocked punt, it was enough to give kicker 
Robbie Gould the chance to win at the 
end and he did just that. 

Ryan Tannehill cost the Titans 

Between the No. 1 seeded Tennessee 
Titans and the No. 4 seeded Cincinnati 

Bengals in the AFC, this 
game came down to one 
player: Ryan Tannehill. 

Although it was the 
return of  Titans star 
running back Derrick 
Henry, NFL analyst 
Mina Kines and 
former Dallas Cowboys 
defensive end Marcus 
Spears had said the 
Titans cannot win this 
game solely on their 
running game. Rather, 
they had to do this 
through the air. 

But the 33-year-old, 
Lubbock, TX, native threw for three 
interceptions on the day. With just under 
30 seconds in the game, Logan Wilson 
picked off  Tannehill near the 50-yard-
line and Joe Burrow gave rookie kicker 
Evan MacPherson the chance to put the 
game away. The Bengals kicker sealed the 
game. 

For Cincinnati, this is the first time 
since 1988-89 season the Bengals will be 
appearing in the AFC Championship 
game. For Burrow, he becomes the first 
quarterback drafted first overall to win a 
divisional round playoff  game within his 
first two seasons. 

Rams survive 4 turnover day 

If  there’s one thing we all understand, 
it is the fact you can never count on Tom 
Brady. 

The Los Angeles Rams walked into 
Raymond James Stadium in Tampa Bay 
on a mission to take down the Buccaneers.

In the past nine meetings dating back to 

when the franchise was 
in St. Louis, the Rams 
went into this game 7-2 
against the Buccaneers 
since 2010. 

The Rams survived 
a wild ending earning 
the franchise’s eighth 
victory in the past 10 
meetings; and second 
victory against the Bucs 
this year, with a 30-27 
win. With just under 
three minutes left to 
go in the third quarter, 
the Rams were up 27-
6. All-pro receiver and 

winner of  the Triple Crown, Cooper 
Kupp, fumbled the ball near midfield 
giving Tampa Bay momentum. Brady 
went down the field and made it 27-13. 

It was a series of  events as Von Miller 
strip-sacked Brady at the beginning of  the 
fourth quarter.

Tampa Bay failed to convert on multiple 
fourth-downs. But with the Bucs hanging 
on for dear life, Brady gave the Bucs hope 
with a 55-yard bomb to Mike Evans to 
make it 27-20. Then Leonard Fournette, 
with under a minute left, rushed the ball 
into the end zone to tie it up. 

But, of  course, that left Matthew 
Stafford and Cooper Kupp too much 
time on the clock. Stafford threw up a 
prayer and Kupp hauled it in to complete 
a 44-yard gain and a chance for Mat Gay 
to win it on a field goal and he did. 

Bills vs Chiefs one of  the best 
playoff  games ever 

If  you know anything about football, 

you’ll know that the battle between Josh 
Allen and Patrick Mahomes is one that 
will be remembered for years to come in 
the AFC. You’ll also know this was one of  
the greatest playoff  games we have ever 
seen. 

Sunday night’s highly anticipated 
matchup saw three lead changes inside 
the last two minutes of  the game. Bills 
took a 29-26 lead with 1:54 left. Chiefs 
took a 33-29 lead with 1:02 left. The 
Bills regained the lead 36-33 with just 
13 seconds remaining. Mahomes flew 
two amazing passes to Tyreek Hill and 
Travis Kelce to get in field goal range and 
Harrison Butker tied the game up at 36 
with no time on the clock. That’s good for 
25 points in the final two minutes of  play.

This one needed overtime to solve 
it and the Chiefs ultimately pulled off  
the 42-36 victory to move on the AFC 
Championship game. 

Allen threw for 329 yards with four 
touchdowns and posted 68 yards on the 
ground. Mahomes threw for 378 yards 
and three touchdowns adding 69 yards 
rushing. 

It was also a historic game for wide 
receiver Gabriel Davis who became 
the first NFL wideout to score four 
touchdowns in a single postseason 
game. Davis finished the day with eight 
receptions for 201 yards and four scores. 

The Chiefs will move on to host their 
fourth straight AFC Championship game 
next Sunday. 

Conference  
Championship Predictions 

Rams defeat 49ers 31-23 
Chiefs defeat Bengals 35-31. 

By Robert Belardi 

NFL Divisional 
Round Takeaways

Robert’s
Rant

The Aurora Tigers are eager to get back on the ice.                                              Contributed photo
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Cultural Centre re-tooling programs amid COVID 
uncertainty

One of  the few things certain in a 
global pandemic is uncertainty, and the 
Aurora Cultural Centre is rolling with 
the punches.

As some facilities gear up to welcome 
visitors once again at the end of  this 
month, the Cultural Centre has grown 
adept to making quick pivots in order 
to make sure the show can indeed go 
on.

“We’re getting better with uncertainty, 
and we’re getting better at quick moves, 
flexibility, and how we talk within the 
organization and with our artists,” says 
Suzanne Haines, Executive Director of  
the Aurora Cultural Centre. “There’s 

always pain and it takes courage to 
move through that; it is how do we build 
through this? As a team, we all sigh 
because it is painful to lose something 
we programmed. We thought that the 
very first time in March of  2020 and…
now we have some precedent to look at 
on what possible health protocols might 
be in place, what that might look like, 
and what we might need to consider.

“We have learned a lot and that 
learning has helped us in where we can 
communicate, where we can commit, 
and what we think is possible for the 
community.”

Being able to translate their gallery 
programs to an online platform has 
been a significant factor in maintaining 
arts delivery in Aurora. 

When the latest lockdown was 

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca
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Aurora, Ontario
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all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

announced, plans for their annual 
Mayor’s Celebration of  Youth Arts was 
one of  the first elements of  the program 
that needed to be retooled.

Students, says Ms. Haines, were 
excited about coming in and hanging 
the show themselves as they customarily 
did pre-COVID, but the latest health 
restrictions rendered that impossible.

Staff  were tasked with hanging the 
show ahead of  its formal launch next 
week, but students have been able to 
participate in showing their work even 
in a digital format.

“If  it has to stay that way for the 
entire show, that’s okay, that’s what 
we need to do,” says Ms. Haines of  
the show, which is slated to take over 
their temporary gallery space at Town 
Hall – a venue which is yet to fully 
open back up to the public. “The next 
show we look at is whether we can 
have it in person. The gallery has that 
foundational program that continues to 
drum along. 

“Education and performing arts are 
different. We’re hoping for a full in-
person education term like we had in 
the fall and what we’re hoping is we 
might still be able to do that. We have 
pushed that off  later into February.”

Not all educational programs, she 
adds, are able to translate to virtual 
simply for practical reasons, but 
performing arts programs continue.

“Our first digital concert is February 
10 with Sounding Thunder,” says Ms. 
Haines. “We’re thrilled that is going 
forward. It is part of  our Great Artists 
music series and it is an incredible 
show we were hoping to run last year. 
It’s going to be a performance like we 
have done in the past where we have it 
available for a week and on February 
10 there will be a digital reception with 
the artists. “

Sounding Thunder is based on the life 
of  Francis Pegahmagabow, a member 

of  the Ojibwe nation, who became 
Canada’s most decorated Indigenous 
soldier and the most accomplished 
sharpshooter in the country.

“There’s an incredible story and 
beautiful music that is tied to it and 
spoken word attached to it. It is quite 
a compelling piece,” says Ms. Haines, 
adding an in-person concert with 
Cultural Centre favourite John Sheard, 
previously scheduled for February 10, 
was moved to later in the year, along 
with a family concert that was supposed 
to take place on Family Day.

As much as it has been a challenge 
to continually pivot to a digital format 
– and to pivot back again with little 
notice –has allowed the Cultural 
Centre to open its programs to patrons 
well beyond Aurora.

Going online has allowed the Centre 
to tap a broader base of  arts educators 
to facilitate programs and, in turn, reach 
students and participants from across 
the country – and even internationally.

“When we moved to digital last time, 
we had people from all over the world 
join us,” says Ms. Haines. “Because we 
don’t offer materials, we put up material 
lists and people came in prepared in 
whatever country they were in. That is 
really fascinating we have that kind of  
draw and I think it speaks to the quality 
of  instructors and what we’re doing 
is we had this interesting mix. What a 
benefit for those other students who are 
meeting people from all over the world 
for workshops and classes.

“What an opportunity for the Aurora 
Cultural Centre to have that kind 
of  impact around the world, which 
we really didn’t understand would 
be the outcome. We saw that in our 
performing arts as well when we went 
virtual. We will see that with Sounding 
Thunder. Those who can’t access us 
normally because of  location, that 
barrier is gone.”
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This February, you are invited 
to celebrate with us, another 
empowering Black History Month 
(BHM) program happening virtually.

This is not a Black people event, 
Black History Month events are for 
all. We all need to become aware of  
the history and its importance. Once 
we understand that it’s everyone’s 
responsibility, we can all take 
initiatives, take actions, and do the 
work!

The first time many Canadians 
learn about Black people is through 
the oppressive lens of  slavery. 
Oppression has influenced Black 
histories, but it does define Black 
history.

This year, we will be highlighting 
Black Excellence, achievements, and 
courage that resonates with the Black 
community. These include Black arts 
appreciation and entertainment, 
historical engagement with inspiring 
speakers, Black history educational 
presentations, grants and awards 
for Black and other marginalized 
communities, and so much more.

The Hon. Jean Augustine, the first 
Black Canadian woman to serve as 
a Federal Minister for the Crown, 
has agreed to be a part of  this 
celebration. We all know how this 
exemplary Member of  Parliament has 
championed legislation to recognize 
February as Black History Month in 
Canada. We are truly humbled.

On February 1, 2022, the Town 
of  Aurora will hold a Flag Raising 
Ceremony in partnership with 
the Aurora Black Community 
Association to commemorate Black 
History Month.

This, in itself, is historical as a flag 
has never been raised in Aurora in 
honour of  Black History Month by 
centering the initiative of  community 
organizations like ours. This 
partnership is also in line with how 
other exemplary towns and provincial 
leaders are centering Black History 
Month celebrations by empowering 
community organizations across 
Ontario and stand against all form 
of  performative action.

We are committing in ensuring 
that our Town’s intent mirrors its 
commitment “to center community” 
in action because Black communities 
are working towards partnerships 
that do not take away ownership and 

labour from the community – and we 
are grateful that the leaders or our 
Town are in agreement with us.

For us, to see the change that’s 
needed for diversity it takes more 
than just talking about it in February. 
It has to be a year-round commitment 
and ACTION. We have the following 
programs planned for the community 
to build awareness and cohesiveness:

COMMUNITY AWARENESS 
BHM LAWN-SIGN INITIATIVE: 
An on-going initiative where 
individuals, families, businesses, and 
leaders in Aurora can either sponsor 
a lawn sign or get one free. It’s a 
reminder that, as Canadians, we are 
committed to understand and learn 
about Black History. Black History is 
not just for Black people, it’s Canadian 
history that needs to be understood 

by all. We hope all communities will 
commit to respecting resilience and 
leadership of  Black Canadians.

BLACK HISTORY OPENING 
CELEBRATION: 

February 5, 6 – 7.30 p.m. – This 
virtual celebration will focus on 
Black leadership and excellence 
and their contributions to what 
Canada is today. We trace stories 
of  struggles, accomplishment 
and aspirations for the future

PAINT & WRITE NIGHT: 
February 20, 7 p.m. – We will work 
with Shelley Ware of  the Town of  
Aurora & Nelia Pacheco from the 
Aurora Film Circuit. We plan to 
select a movie or documentary for 
participants to watch. Followed by 
creative expressions through written 
poems, songs, letters or a painting to 
demonstrate personal interpretations 

of  the movie as it relates Black History.
CALL-OUT FOR RECIPES: 

This is an ongoing initiative where 
we aim to blend culinary traditions. 
We aim to collate more than 75 
ethnic dishes and embrace foods 
of  many nations: our very own 
food revolution that breaks the 
barriers of  race. Whether you cook 
seasonally, are on a budget, or a 
vegetarian, there’s something here 
to inspire everyone. For example, 
there is Jamaican cuisine with its 
rich culinary influences from various 
cultures, including Africa, Asia, and 
Europe. As a Jamaican, I call this “to 
break bread” with someone. This is 
referring to the way that food brings 
people together and is important in 
our relationships. Food provides an 
important link to our cultural heritage

By Aurora Black  
Community Association

Aurora Black Community Association rolls out full 
programming for Black History Month

Lawn signs are now available from the Aurora 
Black Community Association. Contributed photo

Continued on page 18
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WE DON’T BREW OUR 
BEER FOR THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue his dream of reconnecting 

with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where 

he procured the alchemy that would drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to Krefeld, Germany, working 

in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Hockley Ads_2020_TAB.indd   1 2020-03-30   11:34 AM

counterparts.
But, as we approach February’s 

Black History Month, the Aurora 
Public Library (APL) is hoping to 
shine a light on homegrown heroes 
through a series of  virtual film 
screenings held in association with 
the National Film Board of  Canada.

On Sunday, February 6, the APL 
will screen John Ware Reclaimed, 
“an examination of  the mythology 
surrounding John Ware, the Black 

cowboy who settled in Alberta before 
the turn of  the 20th century.” The 
series continues on February 20 with 
Ninth Floor, “the story of  the most 
dramatic and violent racial conflict 
in modern Canadian history when 
a group of  students at Sir George 
Williams University accused their 
professor of  racism, triggering an 
explosive student uprising.”

“There is so much that has 
been written about Black history 
from an American perspective, 

but the history of  Black people in 
Canada is typically untold, mis-
told, mythologized or covered up,” 
says Reccia Mandelcorn, Manager 
of  Community Collaboration for 
the APL. “Certainly, when I was in 
school, I did not learn very much 
about Black history. Most of  what I 
learned has been in recent years. I 
think in order to understand where 
we are and where we want to go, 
we need to acknowledge and learn 
about our history.”

Films shine light on “forgotten” 
elements of Canada’s Black History

The films look at two very different 
elements of  Canada’s Black History.

John Ware Reclaimed examines 
the Black diaspora in Canada’s 
prairies that dates back to the 1800s, 
and profiles the pioneering Ware, 
whose life as a successful rancher 
has often been interpreted through a 
White lens.

“Nobody even knows if  that was his 
name, if  it was the name of  the last 
owner or a previous owner – nobody 
even knows exactly which part of  the 
States he came from and research 
is still trying to figure this out,” 
explains Ms. Mandelcorn. “What we 
do know about him is limited to a 
single book called John Ware’s Cow 
Country and it was written by Grant 
McEwan in 1960. From the film, you 
find that Grant was well-meaning, 
but he was a White man and has been 
criticized in the Black community for 
what is now understood to be racist 
stereotypes of  Black masculinity that 
was in his book.

“Filmmaker Cheryl Foggo, who is 
also a playwright, set out to reclaim 
not just John Ware’s story from mostly 
biased history books, but really to tell 
the story of  the rich history of  Black 
Canadians on the Prairies. Cheryl 
humanized an important but often 
unknown figure in Canadian history. 
When I first saw this story last year, 
it kind of  enlarged my vision of  
the people who built this country. 
It wasn’t only John Ware; it was his 
wife, his children, his community – 
there was a richness in life and most 
people don’t know that, but they will 
when they see these films!”

As much as John Ware Reclaimed 
celebrates a Canadian pioneer, 
Ninth Floor looks at a 1969 student 
protest that too has been forgotten in 
many quarters, having taken place 
at Montreal’s Sir George Williams 
University, which has since been 
renamed Concordia.

“It began when six Black students 
complained they were not being 
marked equally as fellow White 
students were for work of  the same 
quality,” says Ms. Mandelcorn. 
“This was in biology class. Initially 
when the original charges were laid, 
there wasn’t a protest; there was a 
trust that due process would occur 
within the university administration. 
Ten months later, that didn’t happen 
and the students staged a peaceful 
sit-in that lasted almost two weeks. 
The administration then dismissed 
the charges of  racism and the protest 
escalated into a rampage that resulted 
in riot police occupying the occupied 
ninth floor of  the computer building.

“There was a million dollars’ 
worth of  damage, computers were 
thrown out the window, computer 
cards shredded like snowflakes, it 
was incredible. There was the arrest 
of  97 students. In this film, the 
filmmaker looks back on these events 
that not only spoke of  Black history 
in Canada, current Black history, 
but really how the events shaped the 
student activist movement.”

Some of  the participants went 
on to become key leaders in their 
communities, including a Prime 
Minister of  Dominca (Rosie 
Douglas), and the first Black person 
appointed to the Canadian senate 
(Anne Cools).

“We want to celebrate all the 
good things we have in life, we want 
to celebrate our education system, 
we want to celebrate our freedoms, 
our accomplishments, but we really 
have to look back on the people who 
sacrificed in order to give us these 
celebrations,” says Ms. Mandelcorn. 
“Knowing our history and 
acknowledging our history is part 
of  what allows us to celebrate what 
we have now and to work towards 
making an even better future.

“People themselves are telling 
their stories. They’re looking at their 
history and now the rest of  us have 
the opportunity to learn from them 
and it is empowering. That is what 
I hope people will take away [from 
these screenings]: some insights into 
Canadian history.”

To register for the screenings, visit 
aurorapl.ca.

Image courtesy of the National Film Board of Canada
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George Elliott Clarke has written 
extensively about his father.

The award-winning writer and poet, 
who served as Toronto’s Poet Laureate 
from 2012 to 2015, has often found 
inspiration in his life, growing up in 
Nova Scotia’s Black community.

But in a new memoir covering the 
first two decades of  his life, Where 
Beauty Survived, Clarke brings a 
very personal story to light – warts 
and all – in an examination of  Black 
excellence and the impact it can have 
on a complicated family dynamic.

Clarke brings his story virtually to 
the Aurora Public Library (APL) next 
Thursday, February 3, at 7 p.m., in 
a special evening of  discussion over 
Zoom. 

“I have written quite a bit about 
my father, even in terms of  fiction, 
but never really talked about my 
mom,” says Clarke. “It was a good 
time to reflect upon her life and 
the challenges she faced, as well as 
her accomplishments, which were 
prodigious for a Black woman of  her 
time.”

Talking about yourself  can be a 
difficult task, and indeed this was the 
case for Clarke who threw out his first 
draft. His long-time editor tasked him 
with narrowly focusing on the first 
20 years of  his life – but that too was 
difficult.

“It’s hard because you’re trying to 
balance how much of  yourself  are you 
willing to expose? How many warts? 
How many wounds do you want to 
put before the general public? What 
is the potential lesson being gathered 
from displaying those stitches, cuts and 
bruises – not just of  one’s own doing, 

but rather those that impact the family, 
one’s parents, one’s siblings, friends, 
lovers, girlfriends, boyfriends. How 
much of  anyone’s life can you really 
afford to talk about frankly?

“There’s a lot there, and a lot of  
private stuff  is made public, not for the 
sake of  trying to parade all my sins, 
faults and crimes of  omission, but to 
talk about how I became a poet. I try 
to explain how I developed the interest 
and what was behind the psychology 
that made me decide as a 15-year-old 
on July 1, 1975 that I was going to be 
a songwriter and in short order, only 
a few months later, I understood in 
order to be a good songwriter I had to 
be a good poet.”

In following his dream he contended 
with what he describes as the dynamic 
of  “folks who are Black coming from 
the framework that many of  us on 
Turtle Island come from: a history 
of  slavery and enslavement and/
or colonialism and imperialism, that 
our ancestors had to go through hell 
in order to survive, in order for their 
descendants to have a chance in order 
to be successful, to triumph, and to 
meet what other challenges life might 
offer… and to face them vigorously, 
imaginatively, and to overcome.”

Both sides of  his family descend 
from former slaves whose children 
and grandchildren eventually came 
to Nova Scotia for better lives. They 
thrived in the province. His great-
grandfather becoming a preeminent 
African-Canadian Chaplain during 
the First World War, eventually 
becoming a radio pastor regularly 
reaching audiences of  1 million down 
the east coast of  Canada and the 
United States. 

His great-grandfather, in turn, 
raised a number of  notable achievers, 
including Portia White, who was the 

first African-Canadian to achieve 
international stardom in the 1930s.

“As a child growing up in the 1960s 
in Halifax, these were the people we 
were connected to. Therefore, much 
was going to be expected of  us; we 
couldn’t afford to become delinquents, 
hoodlums, or anything of  that sort. 
We needed to be on the straight and 
narrow and look to achieve, or at the 
very least be responsible, respectful 
citizens, holding up the family honour,” 
he says. 

“That was all great, but there is 
a downside to that too: sometimes, 
as I saw in looking at my extended 
family, the pressure to achieve and the 
pressure to excel and the pressure to 
prove that you are as good as anybody 
in society by essentially showing that 
you are better than they are in a whole 
lot of  realms – athletics, art, worship 

and faith, or politics… the pressure 
to be better than others, the pressure 
to excel can also have a deleterious 
impact on family feelings. It can cause 
division, separation, suffering. That is 
the other side of  the coin.”

Much is written today, he says, on 
the subject of  Black Excellence, but 
Clarke says he believes young Black 
people – and younger people in 
general – might not appreciate how 
important these early trailblazers were 
in establishing this idea “when the 
obstacles facing them were far greater 
than what the obstacles facing us now 
may be.”

His father, despite his “great 
intellect”, was unable to translate 
these skills into work that was 
“commensurate with his talent,” he 
says. It was frustrating and he took this 
frustration out on his wife and family. 

“Even though my father was a 
working-class man, my mom was 
a teacher and so they were a good 
match in that sense,” he says. “We 
benefited from having parents that 
were very cosmopolitan in their 
outlook, making sure we understood 
the world was far larger and far more 
fantastic than simply our household, 
simply our neighbourhoods, simply 
Halifax, Nova Scotia and Canada. 
There was a big world full of  exciting, 
interesting dynamics and art-making 
that was available to us. That was such 
a fundamentally terrific inheritance to 
receive from them which I try to pass 
on, with the help of  her mum, to my 
daughter.”

Next Week: These cosmopolitan 
influences set George Elliott Clark up 
to blaze his own trail.

For more on Where Beauty Survives at the 
Aurora Public Library, visit aurorapl.ca. 

"Where Beauty Survives" explores Black Excellence 
in personal memoir

Contributed photo
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CROSSWORD

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

www.thefreewebsiteguys.com/free-site

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Pandemic’s impact on 
gender and participation 
examined through  
sports lens

The global pandemic has affected 
just about every aspect of  our lives, 
including sports participation. 

As the Town of  Aurora continues 
the development of  its Sport Plan, 
it’s being looked at through a new 
lens: how the pandemic has impacted 
participation in sport, particularly for 
women.

Erin Hamilton, the Town’s lead on 
developing the Sports Plan, presented 
her latest update to Council this month 
and noted that due to public health 
restrictions participation is down right 
across the board. But, she said, it is 
being felt particularly strongly in one 
specific area.

“It is unclear if  the reduction in 
participation rates is going to be 
a permanent reduction or if  they 
are temporary until more people 
are comfortable returning to sport 
once we move further out from the 
pandemic than we currently are,” said 
Ms. Hamilton. “Although the report 
done by Canadian Women in Sport 
shows that 25 per cent of  females that 
were involved in sport pre-pandemic 
have no intention of  returning to 
sport post-pandemic. That stat right 
there is a concern as participation 
rates amongst females was lower to 
begin with.”

To help address this problem, three 
initiatives have been spearheaded by 
her department.

The first is a sport leadership 
course for female high school students 
facilitated online in conjunction with 
the school ASK Online. Targeted 
at Grade 12 students, participating 
youth receive a high school credit 
and a variety of  training certifications 
along the way, including in coaching, 
first aid training, and lesson planning.

“If  we can provide them with the 
tools and resources, as well as some 
community experience, it will increase 
their confidence to be able to step into 
those roles once they move out of  their 
athlete roles,” said Ms. Hamilton. 

Secondly, local sports organizations 

have launched Female Only programs 
with focuses on sport and physical 
literacy, as well as building connections, 
friendships and confidence. This goes 
hand in hand with the third pillar, See 
What She Can Do, which looks at 
the various challenges experienced by 
female coaches.

“We continue to monitor what is 
happening in the pandemic, supporting 
our sport organizations as best we can 
under the circumstances, and looking 
at the rest of  the winter season, we’ll 
look for spring and summer, what they 
will be permitted to do (under present 
public health guidelines)? What 
percentage of  members will return 
and how do we plan adequately for 
our upcoming season? We’ll focus on 
partnership development, re-engaging 
the community in sport…and build 
some awareness of  our opportunities 
that exist [for] sport in the community 
and share with people that it is safe 
to get back into sport and encourage 
people to get active.

“We’ll continue to work on and 
have a report coming in the next few 
months as it relates to our Sports 
Tourism Strategy, sport for persons 
with a disability, in particular persons 
with physical disabilities is a major 
gap in the community, so how do we 
engage them in sport?”

The latest update was received 
warmly by Council, with Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner praising Ms. 
Hamilton and her team for keeping 
things going “despite the hardship of  
the time.”

“It is a very impressive list of  work 
that has been done, especially during 
these challenging times when so 
much is going on and so many things 
are challenged these days,” echoed 
Councillor Michael Thompson.

Added Mayor Mrakas: “The 
work you have done with regards to 
gender equity is just outstanding. I 
sat in on some of  those meetings and 
discussions and it is just incredible 
what we’re doing; another example 
of  how we’re leading the way and we 
have no one to thank but you and the 
rest of  staff  for the work you guys are 
doing.”
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS FINANCIAL SERVICES

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when 

they do...advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory      

Call 905-727-3300   Ext. 102

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year GuaranteeCountry Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 

Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

INVESTORS
Earn 6% to 8% on minimum

$500,000 investments
Guaranteed secured mortgage investments

Minimum 1 year term
King/Vaughan Area

For more information,
please email: pacifico@bellnet.ca

THINGS 
You Ought To Know

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26

The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series presents 
historian Dr. Olivier Courteaux virtually as he dives into 
the fascinating history of  The Opium Wars.  Those who 
opposed the British military expeditions in China called it 
the “Opium War”. A war to impose a drug on a reluctant 
Chinese government? For trade? To force China to open up 
to the world? In China, the two conflicts which opposed Great 
Britain and France to China between 1839 and 1860 have 
been perceived, since the 1920s, as the start of  the “Century 
of  Humiliation”, which only ended with the Communist 
Revolution of  1949. A look at the “Opium Wars” to help 
us gain a better understanding of  China’s ongoing search 
for global influence. 7 p.m. via Zoom. Tickets are $8.50 
for society members and $10.50 for non-members. Tickets 
can be purchased on the AHS website here aurorahs.com/
opium-wars-1839-1860-0.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27
The Aurora Public Library will host Changing the Way 
Housing Can Work, a virtual event with former Aurora 
resident Alex Bozikovic. Bozikovic unpacks the housing 
affordability crisis and offers innovative ideas for creating 
housing for all ages and demographic groups, posing tough 
questions about the issues that will make or break our 
communities. House Divided was shortlisted for the Speaker’s 
Book Award of  the Legislative Assembly of  Ontario. Alex 
has also written for journals including Azure, Architect, 
Architectural Record, Dwell, Frame, Landscape Architecture 
Magazine, and Spacing. 7 – 8.30 p.m. To register, visit 
aurorapl.ca.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29
Mayor and Council will hold a New Year’s Levee at Town 
Park today from 11 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. It will not only be 
a festive opportunity for the community to have a meet 
and greet with Council, but there will also be a live concert 
featuring The Flailing Shilaleighs, followed by some family 
activities. The temperature might be crisp, but the warmth 
of  the community will be cozy. Free. Everyone entering the 
park must complete contact tracing and masks are required 
at all times – and are available upon request. For more, visit 
aurora.ca/levee. 

THROUGH FEBRUARY 5
The Aurora Cultural Centre hosts the Constellations Solo 
Exhibition and Sale by Emily Carriere. Immerse yourself  
in the colourful world of  intricately-cut vinyl and acrylic 
artworks by award-winning emerging artist Emily Carriere. 
Layering patterns and shapes with luminescent resins 

– many in a circle shape – Carriere places value in the 
creation process, often rescuing vinyl offcuts from heading 
to the landfill. Most works available for sale, starting at $75. 
Enjoy a fascinating stroll through the online exhibition, 
which is installed at Aurora Town Hall. To visit, head 
to auroraculturalcentre.ca/constellations.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series presents 
historian and archaeologist Dr. Amy Barron virtually as 
she explores the captivating history of  archaeology during 
wartime. What do archaeologists do when the world is at 
war? Surprisingly, many of  them turn spy. During wartime, 
archaeologists on all sides have become involved with 
military intelligence, turning their in-depth knowledge of  the 
land and the peoples they studied to support their countries 
at war. This was no more apparent than in the Middle East 
where prominent archaeologists played a very political game 
during the First World War. Some of  these names, such as 
T.E. Lawrence, also known as Lawrence of  Arabia, would 
become legendary. Others, when the war was over, simply 
went back to their museums and their excavations. 7 p.m. 
via Zoom. Tickets are $8.50 for society members and $10.50 
for non-members. Tickets can be purchased on the AHS 
website: aurorahs.com/digger-teacher-soldier-spy-0.

ONGOING
 
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle Program 
textile recycling and donation program. In the current 
COVID climate, a greater number of  people are wanting 
to donate or get rid of  unwanted items, increasing the need 
for more outlets being available to receive the items. This 
program will provide a convenient way for people to donate 
or get rid of  used/unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and 
furniture and will help lessen the amount of  items ending 
up in landfills. Materials that were previously perceived 
as waste will now be seen as a valuable resource further 
encouraging redistribution. The items will be recycled 
in the following ways: To be given to individuals who are 
survivors of  violence and are transitioning from shelters into 
new homes; To be sold in our store; To be sold to a textile 
recycler, which makes for an ongoing source of  funding for 
Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their services to the 
thousands of  people that require them each year. When and 
Where: Monday and Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m., with 30-minute time slots – only 1 drop off  per time 
slot. If  you do not have an appointment, we cannot accept 
your donation. The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located at 
1208 Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. 
Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  time slot.

said the Mayor in a statement. 
“I agree. But the way to achieve 
that is to, finally, recognize the 
authority of  municipalities to 
uphold their Provincially approved 
Official Plans. If  we had a process 
that recognized the authority 
of  municipalities in land use 
planning decisions, then thousands 
of  housing units could be built 
immediately. Permits could be 
issued tomorrow! Much needed 
supply could be increased by simply 

building what is allowed. No more 
endless battles, pitting developers 
against communities, over and 
over again at a cost of  millions of  
dollars and untold wasted time. 

“If  a provincial government 
is serious about cutting red tape, 
streamlining the planning process 
and increasing housing supply, 
the simple solution is to limit the 
scope of  powers of  the Ontario 
Land Tribunal and recognize the 
authority of  municipalities to 
uphold their Official Plans.”

Mayor renews calls for land 
planning changes

ON THE ICE: 
An ongoing initiative in 
partnership with Sport Aurora. We 
want to encourage individuals and 
families of  colour, new immigrants 
and new residents of  Aurora to 
enjoy winter sports like ice skating
GRANT AWARD & CLOSING 

CELEBRATION: 
February 26 – Two persons 
will be awarded through our 
I Believe grant, the Aurora 
Black Community Association’s 
flagship grant to encourage new 
initiatives and self-development 
activities of  community members

This February, we will also 

launch our new I CAN SWIM 
program. In Canada, immigrants 
are less likely to learn to swim or 
to participate recreationally. Most 
Canadian newcomers come from 
Asia, Africa and the Caribbean. 
With the stereotype that make 
most assume that coming from the 
Caribbean surrounded by water, 
we must all be fish, or expert 
swimmers. That is not the reality. 
With your support we aim to fund 
swimming lessons for ten families, 
adults and children, who want to 
learn swimming, life skill that all 
should have.

For more information on each of  
the events or if  you wish to donate and 
sponsor any of  our events, please visit 
us at www.aurorablackcommunity.com.

ABC rolls out full programming  
for Black History Month
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Thank You Carriers!  

for delivering  
THE AURORAN  

during these challenging times.

SERVICESFOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

ADVERTISE in THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS 
(905) 727-3300  EXT. 102

B A S E M E N T 
APARTMENT: one 
bedroom, walkout, 
laundry room, 
parking, all inclusive 
except TV and WIFI. 
No pets, no smoking. 
Close to Go Train 
- central King City. 
Single person: $1500. 
Contact 289-383-
3121.

HIGH SCHOOL 
MATH TUTOR 

In person or via ZOOM.  
Teaching Calculus, and advanced 
function. Call 416-708-7454 or 
email: lilianausvat@yahoo.com

At General Committee this month, 
we discussed the Policy Directions 
Report and Aurora Promenade/
MTSA Discussion Papers.

These reports are part of  our 
Town’s OP review and update and an 
important part in the development of  
our final OP that is to be passed later 
this year.

As residents know, the OP – our 
Town’s Official Plan – sets the vision 
for our community for the future, and, 
in particular, how and where we grow 
as a municipality.

Per Provincially-determined 
growth targets, Aurora is expected 
to continue to grow over the next 
decade. Consequently, in order to 
continue to protect Aurora’s rich 
natural and built heritage features 
and respect the character and history 
of  our community, we will need to 
balance that growth and proposed 
intensification targets appropriately.

That means that it is 
critical that we identify 
where, what and how 
we grow; what type of  
development and built 
form – height, density 
– is most appropriate in 
respective areas of  our municipality. 
At the same time, we also need to 
ensure greater availability of  the 
type of  housing our residents want 
and need; ensuring that infill and 
future developments provide a diverse 
housing stock for our community 
to better increase access to more 
affordable housing.

The Policy Directions Report 
and Aurora Promenade/MTSA 
Discussion Papers are an integral piece 
of  this process as they are specific to 
the downtown core and the MTSAs 
(Major Transit Station Area) – the two 
key areas in Town that are projected 
to see the majority of  growth.

Given the 
importance of  the 
Downtown core to 
our revitalization 
efforts, it is vital 
that we get this 
right; that we plan 

in a way that respects, promotes our 
heritage while building for the future. 
The work done by staff, the steering 
committee, Council, and the public 
has been tremendous.

They have struck that balance and 
I believe we will have an Official Plan 
and vision that at a high level meets the 
requirements of  the province through 
the provincial policy statement and 
the Growth Plan, but has dug into 
details and specifics that reflect the 
uniqueness of  what makes Aurora the 
incredible community it is.

Municipalities spend a great deal 
of  time and hundreds of  thousands 
of  tax dollars developing official plans 

that meet all the growth targets to 
ensure that our communities grow 
responsibly, provide a diverse housing 
stock, intensify in the right areas, all 
while respecting the uniqueness of  
the community.

And while we in Aurora are on 
the right path with the OP update 
and a revitalized vision for our Town 
that is truly exciting, all this work is 
meaningless if  we continue to be 
subject to an outdated legislative 
planning appeals process that 
regularly results in overturned 
Council planning decisions; planning 
decisions that support our OP.

There is a need for change with 
the planning appeals process if  we 
are to ensure that our municipalities 
can uphold these plans that meet 
all the targets from intensification, 
transit and infrastructure, but do it 
specifically in a way that meets the 
vision for our specific communities.

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

GETTING  
THINGS DONE
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