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Modern Property 
Standards should 
account for light 
pollution: Council

Light pollution and noise could be 
two factors coming under increased 
scrutiny in a modernized Property 
Standards Bylaw for Aurora.

Council set the wheels in motion 
on a revised bylaw last week following 

Continued on page 14

The continuing climb of  new cases of  
COVID-19, along with the identification 
of  the Omicron variant, has left some 
residents concerned their holiday plans are 
in “jeopardy,” says Dr. Barry Pakes, Medical 
Officer of  Health for the Region of  York. 

But while rising cases are a reality, the 
Region’s top doctor says it is too early to 
determine the true threat of  the new variant.

“As we look to the community, we are 
seeing a gradual increase in cases across 
the province, with the highest case counts 
since May recorded yesterday (Sunday),” 
said Dr. Pakes at the start of  the week. 
“Unfortunately, this is not good news and 
may potentially put some of  your holiday 
plans in jeopardy. If  you haven’t already, 
now is the time to get vaccinated.

“The Omicron variant, which had only 
been identified as a variant of  concern 
last week, has now been found in Canada. 
There are no cases in York Region, but 

processes are underway to ensure we’ll 
be able to detect cases if  they do appear. 
Several countries, including Canada, have 
already implemented travel restrictions 
to limit and prevent the introduction of  
the Omicron variant in the Region. The 
Omicron variant does seem to be more 
transmissible than even the Delta variant 
and has a number of  mutations that may 
make the vaccine less protective. This is only 
speculation at this time and it is going to take 
several more weeks to confirm whether or 

Threat of Omicron variant will 
take “weeks” to confirm: Medical 
Officer of Health

Serving Aurora, 
York Region and 

surrounding  
areas for  
28 years.

tsherin@trebnet.com
905-727-3154     

Terry Sherin 
Sales Representative

905-751-0533|14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S.

www.barronshome.net

Barrons

OPEN 11-5 MON–SAT

Barrons
ChristmasChristmas

DECOR • GIFTS
NAPKINS • GLASSWARE

GREAT SELECTION!

KIDS HELPING KIDS – Erin and Rory stopped by Machell’s Alley on Saturday afternoon 
to help the Aurora BIA and Chartwell Park Place stuff a bus with new, unwrapped toys to benefit 
young clients of Abuse Hurts, a Newmarket-based organization assisting people fleeing domestic 
abuse. For more, see Page 23.       Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

PREMIER DEALERPREMIER DEALER

Napoleon is the only 
manufacturer with government 
approved standing pilot model 

gas fi replaces. ASCENT™ GX 36 GAS FIREPLACEOAKVILLE GDI3N GAS INSERT

NO POWER?
...NO PROBLEM

TOPFIRE.CA

They’re 
back!

Get a 
MOUSE 
in 
YOUR
HOUSE

All proceeds of Tree Mice  
Ornament Sales support  
The Aurora Food pantry

14800 Yonge Street | The Aurora Shopping Centre |         @oakridgefashions.com | oakridgefashions.com | 905•726•4063Oakridges

‘

FASHION INC.

I SOLD My Exclusive Listing In A Multi Million $$$ 
Transaction To My Own Buyer And In Less Than 24 
Hours. I Have A List of Financially Quali� ed Buyers 
Looking To Purchase Properties In Your Area. If You 

Are Thinking Of Selling Your Property 
Please Call Me Right Away.

647-895-6355647-895-6355
www.AnnDuncan.cawww.AnnDuncan.ca

Ann Duncan
Professional Real Estate Broker

Award-winning Hall of Fame 
and Titan Club

Follow us on Instagram & Facebook
#annduncan.ca

2510 17th Sdrd, King
My Professional Real Estate My Professional Real Estate 

Services O� er You:Services O� er You:
Renovation And Repairs, Moving, Renovation And Repairs, Moving, 

Cleaning, Home Design And Staging, Cleaning, Home Design And Staging, 
Advertising Your Property To Local Advertising Your Property To Local 

And International Communities, And International Communities, 
Extensively Marketing Your Property Extensively Marketing Your Property 
On Social Media, Providing You With On Social Media, Providing You With 
Professional Videography, Pictures, Professional Videography, Pictures, 

Drone, Flyers And Many More.Drone, Flyers And Many More.

Wishing you and Wishing you and 

yours a Happy yours a Happy 

Christmas and Christmas and 

much prosperity much prosperity 

in the New Year!in the New Year!

SOLDSOLD

HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS – Hundreds lined Yonge Street on Saturday night as Santa Claus made a welcome return to the parade that 
bears his name. This was the first Santa Under the Stars parade to make its way through the Town’s historic core since November of 2019 due to the global 
pandemic. For more on this year’s family-favourite event, see Pages 18 and 19.                                                          Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• Personal and customized services for every situation
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 20 years of the best care for seniors 

Town looking to expand, 
rotate outdoor rink 
program

If  you’re looking for more chances for 
outdoor skating this winter, you could be 
in luck as the Town of  Aurora looks to 
expand its rink program for the season 
ahead. 

Potential plans were laid out at last 
week’s Council meeting by Al Downey, the 
Town’s Director of  Operations, following 
different ideas floated by Councillors John 
Gallo and Rachel Gilliland.

“We have given some consideration to 
our outdoor ice rinks,” said Mr. Downey, 
responding to Councillor Gallo’s query 
on whether Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Park on John West Way might be an 
option this winter. “We have four pads 
that we bought last year and put two in 
Ada Johnson Park and two in Town Park. 
This year, we’re contemplating something 
different: we’re looking at identifying a 
number of  different locations where rinks 
could be accommodated throughout the 
municipality [and] whether with these 
devices or natural flood rinks.

“Our idea was to use Town Park first of  
all as a home base, so there will always be a 
rink at Town Park [but] move these other 
rinks around to those other locations and 
set up criteria [such as] water and maybe 
parking, certainly looking for a flat piece 
of  ground and rotate these throughout the 
community so it is not only in the same 
four parks year after year.

“The nights are getting colder, they’re 
not there yet, but I would like to see 
them set up sometime around the middle 
of  December, so hopefully we can get 
sustained cold weather and get them 
frozen. That’s our plan for this year and if  
we could find somewhere between a dozen 
to 15 locations, that would be ideal in my 
mind.”

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park is a 
contender for one of  these locations, he 
added, given there is access to water and 
flat ground for flooding. The pads in use 
last year, he added, required “substantially 

less” maintenance than rinks that simply 
flood frozen ground and, ideally, he would 
like to find room in the budget for an 
additional plan.

Outside of  the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Park option, Councillor Gilliland 
weighed in on the Town Park rinks, 
noting that some residents were less than 
satisfied with the ice last year, which were 
configured as an oval skating track rather 
than an open pad.

“Originally you could skate the entire 
surface and at some point we decided we 
would pile the snow in the middle because 
we didn’t want people shooting pucks and 
hitting the glass at the Armoury,” she said. 
“A lot of  residents really prefer having 
the whole rink kind of  open-concept, so 
I wondered if  there is any way we could 
pile the snow in that direction [towards the 
Armoury] to shield it, or put something up 
so that we can have the entire rink open for 
everyone to appreciate.”

Similarly, Mayor Tom Mrakas 
wondered if  a solution might be to move 
the outdoor rink from the north side of  
the park to the south, where the baseball 
diamond lies.

“There’s always a desire to have both 
opportunity for hockey and an opportunity 
for pleasure skating,” said Mr. Downey. 
“We’re looking at that and maybe we need 
to designate times or something along 
those lines. We’re looking at moving the 
structure over to the ball diamond for a 
couple of  reasons: first of  all, it is flatter 
than the ground it was on last year and, 
secondly, it can be lit so that if  we wanted 
to turn the ball diamonds lights on, we 
could have the park illuminated during the 
evening.

“That is one of  the things that we 
are discussing and more than likely [we 
will] either see the rink turn 90 degrees 
from what it was last year because we’re 
concerned about some flat area, or we’re 
going to put it over to the ball diamond 
– and I kind of  prefer the ball diamond 
myself.”

Councillor Gilliland said that was a 
“great idea.”

We at The Auroran were 
sad to learn last week of the 
passing of photographer 
David Falconer, who served 
as our primary image-maker 
for nearly a decade until his 
move to Northumberland 
County in 2016. David’s 
photographs captured the 
human spirit of Aurora, 
from children running 
neighbourhood lemonade 
stands to local lawmakers, 
Premiers and Princes, and 
everything in between. We 
send our sincere condolences 
to his loved ones.

 REMEMBERING
DAVID FALCONER
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Spurring action and fostering momentum
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Machell’s Corners

A “ray of  sunshine” 
departs for the East 
Coast

Joe has been a fixture at the corner 
of  Aurora Heights and Crawford Rose 
for the past three years, but it seems 
like he’s been there for so much longer. 
Everyone who drives past him the 
morning gets a happy wave and smile, 
and those who walk to school, a safe 
crossing and uplifting exchange to carry 
them through the day. 

In short, Joe has been a ray of  
sunshine for those who were lucky 
enough to pass him either en-route 
to school in the morning or in the 
afternoon heading home. His motto: 
“Every day starts as good as you let it.” 
Joe’s mission is to ensure that those who 
cross his path have as good a start to 
their day as possible.

Last Friday, Joe bid adieu to his 
countless fans as he is retiring as one of  
Aurora’s favourite crossing guards. All 
morning and afternoon, people came 
by to take photos and give him cards, 
baked goods and well wishes. Even 
Byng, another long-time crossing guard 
(known for her hat collections) from the 
corner of  Haida and Aurora Heights 
came by to wish him well. Both she and 
Joe agreed that they were not in this for 
the money, but for the people.

But family also ranks high on Joe’s 
list and in the coming weeks, he and his 
wife are moving to PEI to be closer to 
their daughter, two granddaughters and 
great-granddaughter. While he is sad to 
be leaving Aurora, he is very excited 
about what the future holds. 

“We will arrive in time for 
the Christmas holidays and then have 
January and February to unpack and 
get settled.” 

We wish Joe all the best in his next 
adventure, but will definitely miss his 
waves and smiles that served as our 
morning ray of  sunshine.

Kim Sillcox
Aurora

Canadians went to the polls two 
months ago.

As we all know, in the 30 days leading 
up to the election itself, very distinct 
visions of  Canada were offered to voters. 
Promises were made, some previous 
promises were revived, reheated, rehashed 
and repackaged for another round of  
evaluation by the Canadian people. Yet, at 
the end of  the day, for better or worse, not 
a lot changed in the House of  Commons. 

We’re still in a Minority Parliament 
situation where politicos – and those 
who thrive on Canadian politics – are 
on tenterhooks waiting for this particular 
house of  cards to fall at any moment, 
there are a few new faces and voices to 
add to the mix, and the balance of  power 
is much the same.

With the platform and promises of  
Justin Trudeau still fresh in our minds, 
last week’s Throne Speech seemed like it 
was going to be little more than political 
theatre in that there would be a lot of  
dash and flash, but nothing really new 
that we could sink our teeth into.

The biggest variable this time around, 
however, seemed to be a new Governor 
General to read out the speech on 
the Queen’s behalf, a Vice Regal 
representative who, rather than treating 
it like a burden that was forced onto her 
shoulders keeping her from something 
more exciting to do, seems to have a 
respect and appreciation for her office and 
the person and the people she represents.

And, as a variable, she delivered.
It was clear when Mary May Simon 

rolled up to the temporary Senate 
building across the road from Parliament 
Hill, with the Order of  Canada around 
her neck framed by highlights of  purple 
in her hair, that this is not a Governor 
General content to simply go through the 
motions or keep the throne warm.

While it is generally understood that 
the Throne Speech is delivered on behalf  
of  the Federal Government, its words 
crafted behind the scenes to reflect the 
mandate given to it by the people of  
Canada, there is some wiggle room at the 
bookends on either side of  the legislative 
“meat” for the Governor General to add 
some thoughts of  her own.

Given that Ms. May Simon is our 
country’s first Indigenous Governor 
General, words on the ongoing and 
horrific discoveries of  unmarked graves 
associated with Residential Schools would 
have a very personal tone and wouldn’t 
be simple platitudes intended to check the 
needs-to-be-saids off  a list before moving 

onto the legislative program ahead.
Also given the fact that British 

Columbia is going through some of  the 
most demonstratable and undeniable 
effects of  climate change yet seen in this 
country, there was a lot to go over that 
couldn’t be glossed over.

“We cannot hide from these discoveries; 
they open deep wounds,” she said, 
referring to the Residential School tragedy. 
“Despite the profound pain there is hope. 
Already we have seen how Canadians are 
committed to reconciliation. Indigenous 
Peoples are reclaiming our history, stories, 
culture and language through action. 
Non-Indigenous Peoples are coming to 
understand and accept the true impact 
of  the past and the pain suffered by 
generations of  Indigenous Peoples. 
Together, they are walking the path 
towards reconciliation. We must turn 
the guilt we carry into action: Action on 
reconciliation. Action on our collective 
health and wellbeing. Action on climate 
change. Our Earth is in danger. From a 
warming Arctic to increasing devastation 
of  natural disasters, our land and our 
people need help. We must move talk into 
action, and adapt where we must. We 
cannot afford to wait. 

“As you begin this 44th Parliament 
of  Canada, and as we recover from the 
effects of  the pandemic and build a better 
relationship between Indigenous Peoples 
and non-Indigenous peoples, I urge you 
to transform discussion into concrete 
results for us and our country. Listen to 
the diverse voices who speak a multitude 
of  languages and who shape this country. 
Confronting the hard questions will not 
always be easy or comfortable – and it will 
require conviction – but it is necessary. 
The outcome will be a sustainable, united 
Canada for you, for me, for our children, 
and for every generation to come.”

Some of  the Government’s plan to 
address these issues were highlighted, 
including a “renewed” Anti-Racism 
strategy in an effort to “stand up for 

diversity and inclusion.”
“Canadians understand that equity, 

justice, and diversity are the means 
and the ends to living together,” the 
Governor General continued, reading 
the Government’s road map for the 
Parliamentary session. “Fighting 
systemic racism, sexism, discrimination, 
misconduct, and abuse, including in our 
core institutions will remain a key priority. 
This is a moment to rebuild for everyone. 
The government will continue to invest 
in the empowerment of  Black and 
racialized Canadians, and Indigenous 
Peoples. It will also continue to fight 
harmful content online and stand up for 
LGBTQ2 communities while completing 
the ban on conversion therapy.”

Laudable moves all, and not a 
small-time goal by any stretch of  the 
imagination; fighting systemic racism, 
sexism, discrimination, misconduct, and 
more is long overdue, especially from 
the Federal government and many of  
the areas that fall under its expansive 
umbrella. 

But what I would like to see is what the 
Federal Government will do to support 
grassroots solutions to these factors that 
hold us collectively back.

That is not to say a top-down approach 
isn’t welcomed; of  course, it is. Change 
must always come from the top, but 
change from the top, as our history has 
shown us, is slow-going.

Since the National Commission on 
Truth & Reconciliation offered its 94 
Calls to Action, many community groups 
and individuals here at home and across 
the country took it upon themselves to 
review them, compile a shortlist of  which 
ones they could accomplish, and bring 
determined volunteers together to make 
a difference.

Municipalities have also done a lot of  
work on the same front.

Additionally, more recently, we have 
seen community associations spring up 
to spur concrete action on addressing 
systemic racism and discrimination, 
including driving customers to businesses 
owned by members of  racialized 
communities, in order to make a real 
difference.

Community members, including 
grassroots leaders, should be commended 
for doing their level best to try and fill 
gaps in leadership and they should be 
recognized, including support from the 
top to continue the momentum they 
fostered while many of  the powers-that-
be wrung their hands.

To submit a letter to the editor,  

please send your email to  

brock@lpcmedia.ca  

Deadline for submissions  

is Sunday at 1 p.m.

www.TheAuroran.com

@TheAuroranNews
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INSIDE AURORA
Scott Johnston

Do you support the Province's minimum wage increase?
PREVIOUS POLL

Welcome to 
Library Land

By Reccia Mandelcorn

Last week, Council dealt with yet 
another iteration of  a heritage permit 
application at 74 Centre Street.

Once again, the application was 
before Council for review and approval.

As I said at the table, this 
redevelopment is welcomed; however, 
what is not welcomed is a design and 
built form that does not conform to the 
Heritage District Plan.

While a triplex would be a great 
addition to the area as it would add 
more housing stock, including much 
needed rentals, this is in an area that 
has specific built form guidelines that 
must be met.

Leaving aside the fact that this 
proposed redevelopment will need to 
go to the Committee of  Adjustment 
for variances, this application does not 
conform to the requirements of  the 
Heritage District Plan.

Specifically, per section 9.1.2 Overall 
Site and Scale Conditions:

 “Key elements of  scale, massing and 
site which predominate in the northeast 
old aurora neighbourhood and should 
be maintained are as follows:

• The predominant Single 
Detached dwelling form; - Side 
yard driveways and rear or 
flankage yard garages which 
results in generous side-yard 
spacing between buildings; 

• Generous rear yard amenity 
space; - Front yard porches and 
verandas;

• A compatible range of  building 

heights and styles;
• Consistent alignment of  

buildings in the streetscape”
 
This proposed development does 

not conform to multiple elements of  
the guidelines. While some may argue 
that the District Plan is just a set of  
guidelines and it is the zoning that 
is important, I will remind everyone 
that when it comes to heritage permit 
applications heritage trumps planning. 
And that is made clear in the terms 
of  the Heritage District plan where it 
states in section 7.3 Land Use and Built 
Form in the District Policy subsection 
“b”: 

“Notwithstanding 7.3 a., policies 
and guidelines included in the heritage 
district plan which further refine 
standards established in the zoning 
by-law to ensure compatibility with 
the heritage district context shall 
prevail under the authority provided 
by Section 41.2 (2) of  the Ontario 
Heritage Act.”

The key word in that clause is 

“shall.” Not “may,” but “shall” prevail.
So, in other words, the heritage 

district plan supersedes the zoning.
This is why Heritage districts 

are created; to ensure that the built 
form of  new or renovated properties 
continue to keep the character of  the 
community. If  we are simply going to 
disregard the Heritage District Plan 
then why have a plan at all? If  we are 
to protect our heritage properties and 
continue to grow our heritage districts 
in a responsible way, new proposals 
need to conform to the plans that we, 
as a Town, have laid out.

With respect to 74 Centre Street, 
as this application does not conform 
(it might be close, but it does not 
conform), Council in the majority 
moved a recommendation to extend 
the heritage permit for another 60 
days so that the applicant can make 
the necessary changes to conform with 
the Heritage District Plan.

This motion passed 6 – 1 (Councillor 
Gaertner Opposed). I am pleased to 
note that the applicant is willing to 
extend the heritage permit another 60 
days to work with the Town and the 
area residents to come up with a design 
that conforms to the plan.

I am looking forward to when this 
permit application comes back to us so 
that we can move forward with a great 
addition to our Heritage District.

 If  you have any questions about this 
update please contact me by email tmrakas@
aurora.ca or by phone 905-726-4746. I am  
here for you.

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

GETTING  
THINGS DONE

Let’s take a look at some events 
of  the past few months in Aurora 

through that well-known story telling 
device, the limerick.

COVID shots for 5-11-year-olds
When kids get vaccines there are 

fears
Their screaming will rattle your ears

But shots kids don’t mind
And you’ll likely find

Their parents shed most of  the tears

Buying locally  
at the Christmas Market

You shop at a local craft stand
For the right gift made here by hand 

Then soon as you pay
It’s yours right away

And not stuck on a ship from Japan

In-person Santa Under the Stars
The parade’s back in the Town’s 

heart
We’re counting the days till its start

We’ll see you on Yonge
For all of  the fun 

But let’s all keep six feet apart 

Rising prices
Being stuck indoors made us pout
“We’re finally free”, we now shout 

We can eye the prize
But inflation’s rise

Means we can’t afford to go out 

Locals opposed to  
proposed disc golf  course

Neighbours on hearing were jarred
Many of  them took it quite hard

Until they were told
They’d make cash when they sold
All the discs that fell in their yards

Repairs on Yonge completed
It’s news to drivers most pleasin’

After delays for no reason

The roadwork on Yonge
Is finally done

A miracle of  the season

Restrictions being lifted
With vaccines to save us from harm

Things are opening up, that’s the charm
Not just you and me

But the economy
Got a needed shot in the arm

Santa Under the  
Stars charity drive

During the parade a big bus
Was stuffed full of  toys, plus

Treats, gift cards galore
Toiletries and more

Chartwell Park Place thanks all of  us

Minimum wage going up
On paycheques this soon will appear
But those who greet it with a cheer 

Will soon discover
It’ll barely cover

The Town’s tax bump  
coming next year 

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

The Aurora 
Museum & 
Archives is 

remembering…

The Value 

of Things!
This excerpt from a December 3, 

1883 document (77.10.2) details the 
contents of Stephen Willson’s estate. 
The term “Yeoman” indicates that he 

was a land-owning farmer,  
a fact confirmed by the livestock and 
farming implements listed with their 

values. “Harrows” were used to  
break up and smooth out soil that 
had been upturned by ploughing. 

Some may find it harrowing to  
think that all of Stephen’s  

household furnishings added up  
to only $25 (under $700  

in 2021 dollars)!

The streets and laneways of  Library 
Land extend and intersect in surprising 
directions, but most of  us walk along 
the path of  familiarity. Once we find 
our comfort zone, we are reluctant to 
explore new avenues.

Those of  us who work in Library 
Land have tools in our skillset that 
enable us to direct readers to their next 
“read-alike.” Cozy mysteries? We’ve 
got them. Psychological thrillers? 
We’ve got your back (metaphorically-
speaking, of  course). We get to know 
our customers and the genres they 
enjoy.  And just like them, many of  us 
fall into a reading rut. 

My tastes have always veered in the 
direction of  award-winning and classic 
literary fiction. Not to be a snob about 
my reading habits, but mysteries? 
I’d take a pass. Yet over the time of  
COVID, I’d find myself  up at all hours, 
unable to sleep and searching online 
for something to read that would not 
tax my already over-worked thought 
processes. That’s how I discovered the 
magical powers of  Louise Penny and 
Linwood Barclay. 

Now, there are some books that 
just haven’t worked for me. Hard 
sci-fi – not so much. But couple this 
with a humanistic perspective and a 
protagonist I can relate to, and I’m 
on board for the ride. Three of  the 
episodes in the new Netflix animated 
series, Love, Death & Robots, were 
based on short stories by John Scalzi. 
His (2005) novel Old Man’s War 
combines relationships, aging and 
quality of  life with a hard-core story 
of  war for the human colonization 
of  space. Surprising intersections for 
readers not yet into sci-fi.

I have a general rule about how 
much time I will give a book before 
I give up; much like the rule of  how 
many dates it takes to know if  you 
should cut your losses and move on. 
Reading books we don’t like is not fun, 
and unless it’s for work or a course, I 
have no hesitancy to close the cover (or 
hit “return early”). 

So how do you find the unexpected 
turns that lead you off  in new directions? 
You can join a book club. APL hosts 
multiple book clubs, and chances are, 
if  you ask around, you’ll find books 
clubs right in your neighbourhood. 
Some book clubs are very social, 
with wine and nibblies. Interestingly, 
the pandemic has actually sparked 
participation in online books clubs, 
with increasing membership across the 
globe making for great perspectives.

You can ask your friends or family 
what they are reading. When my 
daughter and I get together, we always 
share our current reads. And as her 
reading is much more eclectic than 
mine, I always find nuggets of  gold I 
would not have otherwise seen.

Writers are readers – and 
surprisingly, they often read out of  
their genre. This is how they grow as 
authors. The Toronto Star and CBC 
often feature books Canadian authors 
have on their personal bookshelves. If  
a favourite author mentions what they 
are enjoying, it’s likely going to show 
up on my “to-be-read” list.

This year, I have been consciously 
reading for diversity, looking to 

Year End Limericks

Has the emergence of the  
omicron variant caused you  

to re-think your holiday plans?
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Debate over Centre Street development crossed a line, Councillor contends

Delegations from developers and Centre 
Street residents over a proposed tri-plex in 
Aurora’s Heritage Conservation crossed a line 
in decorum, according to Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner.

Councillor Gaertner last week expressed 
her dismay over words put into the public 
record by neighbours against the property 
owner in question at the previous week’s 
General Committee meeting.

At issue is a proposal to transform 74 
Centre Street into a two-storey triplex, a 
plan which has raised concerns within the 
surrounding neighbourhood, including 

matters of  footprint, massing and density.
Despite their concerns, however, the 

proposal, which has been modified to reflect 
changes requested by local committees and 
resident groups, has received support from 
municipal planning staff  and, largely, from 
members of  the Town of  Aurora’s Heritage 
Advisory Committee.

But Council has been a different story, 
with members divided over whether or not 
the proposal as it stands fits into the historic 
character of  the community.

Sitting at the Committee level on 
November 16, Council referred the proposal 
back to staff  for further input, a decision held 
up at last week’s Council meeting – but not 
before Councillor Gaertner expressed her 
concerns over how the file has been handled.

“I did say if  Council didn’t approve the 
report we would be setting a very bad precedent, 
but I didn’t say why,” said Councillor 
Gaertner on November 23, referencing 
the earlier meeting. “Staff  recommended 
this application to Council and it has been 
modified according to all their concerns 
and those of  the Design Review Panel, the 
Committee of  Adjustment, the Heritage 
Advisory Committee, the guidelines of  
the District Plan, and staff  have said it is 
compatible with the neighbourhood and 
it is good planning and an appropriate use 
of  [zoning]… to allow residents to prevail 
on what good planning is, despite all of  the 
professionals’ comments and volunteers’ 
comments, it is completely contrary to our 
planning policy and our planning process.”

Reviewing the November 16 meeting, 
Councillor Gaertner said several comments 
made during the meeting “really caught my 
attention” including residents’ claims that 
the “developer will simply say whatever he 
thinks will get him what he wants.”

“Those comments are not acceptable 
comments in our Council chambers,” she 
continued, offering her apologies to the 
proponents. “I am saddened myself  I didn’t 
stand up to stop it. I am not going to let that 
happen again. Anybody who comes to our 
Council Chamber in good faith needs to be 
respected and to not be disparaged. It was a 
very difficult meeting to re-watch.”

These views were shared by Councillor 
John Gallo, who expressed some surprise at 
Councillor Gaertner’s strong views on the 
matter.

“I will note in nine years of  sitting on 
Council with Councillor Gaertner, I don’t 
think I have ever once seen her – not that 
she doesn’t like developers – but defend a 
developer, and she is defending statements 
against the developer. Not that she is against 
them, but when she speaks like that, I pay 
attention because I know where she stands. I 
thank her for that and I too felt bad that things 
were said that should have been…stopped, 
or whether they can add to the discussion or 
at least help me make decisions.”

Councillor Sandra Humfryes agreed the 
comments “may have gone too far” and 
conceded “emotions came into play.”

Mayor Tom Mrakas, who chaired the 
meeting in question, however, defended 
Council’s decision to send the matter back 
to staff.

“This actually doesn’t conform to our 
Heritage Plan,” he said, putting specific 
emphasis on scale, massing, a lack of  a 
side yard driveway in the proposal and 
shortcomings in rear yard amenity space, 
elements he said were key parts of  the plan.

“Heritage trumps planning,” he said. 
“It specifically states in our Heritage Plan 
[…] that policies and guidelines included 
in the Heritage Plan, which further refines 
standards established in the zoning bylaw 
to ensure compatibility with the Heritage 
District context, not ‘may’, shall prevail 
under the authority provided [under] the 
Ontario Heritage Act. 

“I understand that staff  recommend this, 
and I understand the Heritage Committee 
might have been somewhat in favour of  
this, I understand that the Design Review 
Panel might have been in favour of  this, 
Council is the authority in decision-making 
with regards to heritage and with regards 
to planning. This does not conform and all 
we’re asking for is to go back and rework 
this and come back with a plan that does 
conform and that we can all agree on. 

“I think all of  us would be happy to 
approve something that will provide more 
housing, that would bring in possibly more 
rentals, but would fit within the character 
of  the community and conform with our 
Heritage District Plan. I think that is all we’re 
trying to do here.”

Nevertheless, Councillor Gaertner 
pointed out a very similar triplex proposal in 
the same area was approved by Council little 
over a year ago.

“A triplex is allowed, there were no 
objections last time,” she said. “With 
respect to staff, when staff  is following 
planning policy, including environmental 
planning policy, I have no beef.”

not the Omicron variant is a significant 
global threat or a threat to Canada and York 
Region.”

But, amid the ongoing uncertainty, a 
bright spot in York Region’s fight against 
the virus has been the uptake of  parents 
booking vaccine appointments for their 
children between the ages of  five and 11.

12,000 vaccine appointments for kids 
were opened up last week by York Region 
Public Health in community, school-based 
and pop-up clinics and Dr. Pakes says he 
was “thrilled” to see 95 per cent of  the 
available appointments booked within the 
first two days – and more appointment slots 
are being made available every day.

“Not only will the vaccine protect 
children from illness and prevent them 
from passing it on to parents and families, 
but it will help them stay in school in-person 

and help bring an end to the significant 
disruption to their lives,” he said. “Children 
who get vaccinated in the coming weeks can 
look forward to their second dose close to 
the end of  January and then be considered 
fully vaccinated by the end of  February with 
all the benefits that brings.”

As of  Monday, November 29, Aurora has 
seen a total of  2,103 cases of  COVID-19, 
2,043 of  which are now marked as 
recovered. There have been 48 fatalities.

Of  the 12 active cases, 8 are attributed 
to local transmission, close contact or 
unknown exposure, 2 to travel, 1 to school 
settings, and 1 to workplace exposure.

91.5 per cent of  Aurora residents aged 12 
and up had received at least one dose of  a 
COVID-19 vaccine by the same date, with 
those receiving two doses standing at 89 per 
cent.

Threat of Omicron variant will take  
“weeks” to confirm: Medical Officer of Health
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Seniors helping spread holiday cheer to fellow 
seniors at Southlake

The holidays can be a time of  isolation 
for seniors.

It is an issue that is not unique to the 
pandemic, but COVID-19 has only 
served to amplify the issue.

This season, however, area seniors 
– and the community at large – are 
teaming up to make the season that 
much merrier for older residents who 
will be spending Christmas at Southlake 
Regional Health Centre.

The Be a Santa to a Senior program 
is being led this year by Home Instead, 
an organization that provides specialized 
care and support for aging adults and 
their families.

A North America-wide organization, 

the local office – and local Be a Santa 
to Seniors Program – is owned by Greg 
Bechard and Brenda Enright who have 
seen the needs of  seniors firsthand.

They are working in partnership with 
the Roxborough, a seniors’ residence 
adjacent to Southlake, to get the program 
off  the ground.

“In partnership, the gifts we collect 
are going to be distributed through 
Southlake’s Emergency Geriatric Unit,” 
says Ms. Enright. “The gifts [requested] 
are more of  the essentials and it is 
actually quite humbling when you look 
at the requests we get. A lot of  the times 
it is blankets, sometimes it could be a 
new pair of  pyjamas, slippers, toiletry 
items like soaps and deodorant, shaving 
cream or shampoo. Usually we also 
get something sweet like a new pair of  
pyjamas and some chocolates, or a new 

hat, mitts and scarf  with some caramels, 
but it is just about the essentials they 
need in day-to-day life.”

As they are in partnership with the 
Roxborough, the Be a Santa to a Senior 
program is definitely based on the idea 
of  “seniors helping seniors,” but it is very 
much focused on the community as a 
whole coming together for the cause.

“People can come into the Roxborough 
Retirement Residence where there are 
ornaments on a tree,” says Ms. Enright. 
“They can collect an ornament, take the 
ornament away with them, and they can 
purchase the gift that is on the ornament 
– it could be that Mary is looking for a 
new housecoat and some chocolates, so 
you would go to purchase the gift and 
bring the gift back unwrapped with a 
tag and leave it at the residence. We have 
volunteers with whom we then have a 
wrapping party.

“There are a lot of  programs out 
there for children at Christmastime, 
but there is just this other demographic 
that is oftentimes overlooked during the 
holiday season and can be forgotten. 
A lot of  seniors are lonely and isolated 
and COVID has certainly increased 
that isolation. Maybe this year it will be 
a little bit better, but it will really be an 

opportunity to give light to a different 
group of  our community members 
who are in need and isolated. This 
might be the only gift they receive at the 
holiday season, but it is a nice, heartfelt, 
warm gesture so that our seniors in our 
community, or aging adults, understand 
and know their community cares for 
them. It is seniors taking care of  seniors, 
but it is a community [and] we really 
want the community to know we want 
them involved in all ages, asking how 
they can really honour and make the 
older adults in their community feel 
valued, appreciated and not forgotten.”

The Be a Santa to a Senior program 
was founded by Home Instead 18 years 
ago and throughout North America they 
have provided over two million gifts for 
in-need and isolated seniors during the 
holiday season.

“A small act of  kindness can make a 
big difference,” said Bechard. “And a 
heartfelt gift brightens the lives of  older 
adults who may feel alone during the 
season. Finding ways to care and support 
one another is important now more than 
ever.”

For more information about the 
program, visit BeaSantatoaSenior.
com or call 905-235-7130. 
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Dan Gallagher, Brenda Enright, Kevin Wilson. 

Contributed photo
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Disc Golf could have future in Highland Gate 
community – if residents agree

If  you have good aim, want to get a 
bit of  exercise, and want to maintain 
social distancing, disc golf  might be 
the sport for you – and it might be 
coming to Aurora if  residents give it 
the green light.

Meeting at the Committee level last 
week, Council considered a proposal 
for a nine-hole disc golf  course, in 
a future park earmarked for the 
Highland Gate community, as part of  
the 2023 Capital Budget.

A disc golf  course for Aurora was 
first proposed last year at Council by 
proponents of  the sport.

Using a frisbee-like disc, the object 
of  the game is to fire the disc into a 
“hole” (more like a cone on a pedestal).

It was floated as a fun and safe 
recreational opportunity in light of  
the global pandemic and received the 
tentative support of  Council.

What has proved more divisive, 
however, is the suggested location, 
with ratepayers in the Highland Gate 
community expressing some concerns 
about the sport coming to their 
backyards.

“The investment into a disc golf  
course goes beyond finding a piece 
of  land and building the course as 
there are several other factors that will 
contribute to whether a course is used 
frequently by the community,” said 
Erin Hamilton, Sport & Community 
Development Specialist for the Town of  
Aurora in her report to Council, which 
recommended the nine-hole course 
in the Highland Gate community be 
included in the 2023 Capital Budget.

Among the considerations outlined 
by Ms. Hamilton were proper signage, 
marketing and ensuring there is a buy-
in for the community.

“Building community awareness 
and sufficient education about the 
sport and course can positively 
impact usage rates,” she continued. 
“Some communities engaged through 
research have not invested in any 
promotion of  the disc golf  course 
which has resulted in low usage rates. 
Knowledge of  the disc golf  course has 
been based on word-of-mouth. A well-
planned and executed communications 
campaign through Town channels 
can increase awareness and interest 
to reach more of  the community. 
Furthermore, opportunities to educate 
the community through try-it sessions 
where they are provided information 
about disc golf  and taught some basic 
skills can encourage usage.”

But community buy-in could already 
be a stumbling block in seeing disc golf  
brought to fruition in Aurora.

Staff  recommend future parklands 
in the Highland Gate community 
as the preferred location if  a course 
is duly approved by Council. Other 
locations considered were the Aurora 
Community Arboretum and the 
associated Lambert Willson Park, but 
those were taken out of  the running 
because making way for the park 
would displace naturalized areas in 
those green spaces.

While Ms. Hamilton noted adding 
a disc golf  course as an amenity is an 
idea that would need to be presented 
to the Highland Gate Ratepayers, 
Councillors said last week that those 
residents are already making their 
positions clear.

“Some residents from Highland 
Gate have been in communication 
with Council [this week] and they 
have some concerns,” said Councillor 
Rachel Gilliland. “In the resolution, 
it does say [staff] will be in discussion 
with them, so I would like to see that 
continue.”

So too would Councillor John Gallo 
who said he couldn’t be supportive of  
moving forward without further input 
from the residents.

“We have already had some 
correspondence from that community 
saying they haven’t been contacted,” 
he said. “We can move it forward, 
but not until we have significant 

communication with that community 
that would be most impacted by this.”

Councillor Gallo put forward an 
amendment to the motion before them 
to ensure that Highland Gate only 
be selected as the preferred location 
“subject to additional consultation 
with ratepayers,” a move that was 
supported by Council.

Outside of  the location, how a 
potential disc golf  course might be 
costed and operated was also subject 
to debate, as was determining a need 
for the sport outside of  the pending 
update to Aurora’s Master Recreation 
Plan.

“The majority of  models that existed 
across the Province were municipally 
owned and operated,” said Robin 
McDougall, Aurora’s Director of  
Community Services. “There are 
some private facilities, but for the most 
part, when you go in the direction of  
a private facility, generally they charge 
a fee. If  we’re looking at opportunities 
and the recommendations put forward 
with regards to it being municipally-
owned and operated, it would allow 
for us to move in a direction where 
it would be a playground-style…and 
it would allow us to provide access to 
a recreational activity that would be 
no cost to residents versus a private 

facility.”
But Council pressed on to make sure 

there was a demand.
“I think since we’re doing this 

Master Plan in 2022, it would make 
sense to wait until we do a review 
to see if  that is something that is of  
demand in the community,” said 
Councillor Gilliland. “As we all know, 
we do lack space for various fields and 
other things. Maybe through this we 
will discover that pickleball or cricket, 
or some other kind of  sport, might be 
something engaging.”

Added Councillor Michael 
Thompson: “I would be a little bit 
more comfortable understanding 
the operating model if  I had a better 
understanding of  what the operating 
costs would be. It says within the report 
that the municipality would take on 
the full responsibility of  building and 
maintaining…the course [but] there is 
reference to the capital cost of  building 
it… and no implications with respect 
to what the ongoing costs would be.”

Staff  responded that the ongoing 
costs – such as grass cutting – would be 
contingent on the site that is selected, 
along with the number of  holes a 
course might have, but Council agreed 
more information was needed.

“From what I know of  Aurora, we 

don’t have many land areas that would 
accommodate disc golf, especially 
nine holes, and I think the Highland 
Gate property is the only place we 
can accommodate it,” said Councillor 
Gaertner. “The Highland Gate 
residents have been through so much 
with the redevelopment of  the property 
and it really would be respectful to 
discuss this with them first before we 
do anything further.”

The investment into  
a disc golf course goes 
beyond finding a piece  

of land and building  
the course as there  

are several other factors 
that will contribute to 
whether a course is  
used frequently by  

the community
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Emily Carriere

Local woodworker among the artisans set for this 
week’s Christmas Market

If  you’re looking to get something 
special for that hard-to-buy-for 
person on your Christmas list and 
want to shop local at the same time, 
you’re in luck as Town Park is set 
to be transformed into a holiday 
wonderland this weekend for the first 
of  a two-weekend Christmas Market.

Hosted by the Town of  Aurora at 
the popular greenspace, festivities 
will kick off  this Friday evening with 
the traditional lighting of  the Town’s 
Christmas Tree and, following the 
ceremony at 5.15 p.m., shoppers 
will be welcomed into the Market to 
browse more than 70 vendors who 
will be spaced out between December 
3 – 5 and again from December 10 – 
12.

The market will run on each of  the 
days between 5 – 9.30 p.m. with no 
admittance after 8.45 p.m.

This Friday, following the Tree 
Lighting at 5.15 p.m., entertainment 
will include fire dancer Scarlet Black 
at 5.30, and Santa is set to arrive at 
6.30 for physically-distanced photos 
with market-goers until 8 p.m.

Entertainment on December 4 
includes Santa’s return from 5 – 6.30 
p.m., Circus Drummer from 7 – 7.30 
p.m., and again from 8 – 8.30 p.m.

Santa returns to close out the 
Market’s first weekend on Sunday, 
December 5, from 5 – 6.30 p.m., with 

the Gingerbread Hoop You show 
from 7 – 7.30 p.m., and again from 
8 – 8.30 p.m.

Virtual activities will be held 
throughout the two weekends at 
aurora.ca/christmasmarket, and 
crafting kits are also up for grabs.

For local artisans, the Market is a 
time not only to sell but also to re-
connect with the community.

Heather McPherson of  Miss 
Mac Woodworking, after making 
her Market debut last year, will be 
returning once again with her unique 
charcuterie boards, blanket ladders 
and more.

“I am just a hobbyist,” says Ms. 
McPherson. “I took a couple of  courses 
at the NewMakeIt (in Newmarket) 
and took another course at Lee Valley 
for woodworking and I thought it was 
something I enjoyed doing and could 
do it out of  my garage. I like working 
with my hands and making things like 
that.

“It took the first few pieces and 
people really saying they liked it [to 
know that it was more than a hobby]. 
I do charcuterie boards, oil boards, 
and blanket ladders, and I started this 
year making some plant stands.”

“It’s nice to meet people,” she 
adds. “I have only lived in Aurora 
for about four years, so it is good to 
get out and meet new people and see 
other vendors. I am always meeting 
new people in the community and 
the added capacity [over the capacity 
limits at last year’s Market] is going 

to be great. I think a lot of  people are 
ready to get outside; it will probably 

be cold as hell, but to get out there 
and seeing people again is great.”

Local artisan Heather McPherson displays some of her woodworking which will be available this 
weekend at the Aurora Christmas Market. 

Contributed photo



    THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 2, 2021           Page 11

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

905.727.4258 
www.tholiver.com 

11992244  --  9977  YYeeaarrss  SSeerrvviinngg  YYoorrkk  RReeggiioonn  --  22002211      

WWaarrmmtthh  wwhheenn  yyoouu  nneeeedd  iitt!!  

Warm up this winter with Craig Cardiff  
and a “cozy” Cabaret

Warm up this winter with a “cozy” 
cabaret next Friday night as the Aurora 
Cultural Centre hosts Juno-nominee 
Craig Cardiff  in an evening of  folk and 
roots music.

Cardiff  takes the stage at 7.30 p.m. on 
December 10 overlooking Town Park’s 
Christmas lights at the Armoury, which 
has served as the Cultural Centre’s 
live music venue since the historic 
Church Street School was closed for the 
duration of  Town Square construction.

“Winter Tunes with Craig Cardiff ” 
will include cabaret seating and virtual 
options.

“Cardiff  sings songs that expose the 
human condition, putting a magnifying 
glass to the clumsier and less proud 
moments,” says the Cultural Centre. 
“He can turn any setting into an 
intimate affair, infusing his music and 
lyrics with uncompromising humanism. 
Cardiff  makes it a point to keep the 
relationship with his fans personal, 
inviting and accepting any opportunity 
to make his audience as much a part of  
the experience as he is.”

These chances to connect with 
audiences and make them a part of  the 
experience have been few since the start 
of  the global pandemic.

Since venues were allowed to re-
open, he and his band have notched just 
a few in-person performances under 
their belts, but they’re eager to hit the 
ground running next week.

“It feels like we’re to be of  service 

and useful again,” Cardiff  tells The 
Auroran. “I have only done a handful 
of  events in person and I have never 
experienced anxiety before. At some 
of  these events, I am breaking out in 
a cold sweat like, ‘What is happening?’ 
Speaking to friends, they have said that 
it is probably a panic attack or anxiety, 
but it is one of  the things of  getting to 
come back and do what you have always 
done, in some new ways. I am working 
through it, it passes quickly, and I am 
so excited about these opportunities 
because it is like you have to keep doing 
them to move through the rust.”

As part of  the cabaret, Cardiff  will 
be sharing selections from his new 
album “All This Time Running,” one 
which was written and recorded during 
live tour dates just before the pandemic, 
and produced and completed during 
quarantine.

This will be one of  the first shows 
in Ontario where they have been able 
to present the record, one he says he is 
very proud of.

“I know it is very un-Canadian 
to brag, but I want people to hear 
it,” he says. “Part of  that is touring 
and connecting with audiences and 
being on stage and there is that extra 
excitement when we get to start. [The 
album] gave us focus when there was all 
this uncertainty. I felt like we were all 
in a bit of  a snowstorm. It was like we 
were holding onto each other working 
our way through a snowstorm and that 
was the focus of  finishing.”

In creating his work, inspiration is 
boiled down to “people and stories.” 
The more people you connect with, 

the more you learn about them, he 
says. It might not shed insight on “all 
the joy, the aches that makes their 
internal universe,” but the simple act of  
connecting can help tell that story. 

“I don’t know what it is like for 
carpenters and people who do really 
fine craftsmanship, but it is the element 
of  bringing out this really unique idea 
or story that is perfect and beautiful 
with just the right number of  words,” 
he says. “Even talking about it I get 
excited.”

“I am mad about lyrics and I love 
words, first and foremost. With this 
album, it is the beautiful skin, muscles 
and bone of  musicians who made the 

songs into something far bigger than 
I would have achieved just doing an 
acoustic release. This will be our test: I 
want the words to stick in [audiences’] 
heads and when people come to the 
show, providing we’re meeting with 
local health directions, I want everybody 
singing along with me because I have 
missed that immensely, the energy 
and vibe of  a room where everyone is 
singing together and connecting is one 
of  the most special things.”

For more information about December 10’s 
Winter Tunes with Craig Cardiff, including 
ticketing options for both the in-person and  
live-streamed performances, visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca.

Craig Cardiff 
Contributed photo
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Step into Truvy’s Salon for laughs, love – and a collaboration 
between Theatre Aurora and Queensville Players on Steel Magnolias

Whether you’ve seen the play or watched 
the film, Steel Magnolias has become 
synonymous with the bonds that can 
exist between women and how humour 
and love can overcome the most difficult 
circumstances.

Humour and love have been essential in 
overcoming myriad difficult circumstances 
wrought by COVID-19 and now it is 
helping the local theatre community get 
back on their feet.

On now through Sunday, December 5, 
the Queensville Players, in collaboration 
with Theatre Aurora, are exploring these 
themes as they bring Robert Harling’s 
iconic play to life on their Henderson Drive 
stage.

The play, directed by Theatre Aurora 
stalwart Neill Kernohan, is a first-of-its-kind 
collaboration for the local theatre company 
and strikes just the right note for theatre-
lovers who are now finding their way back 
to their beloved places in the audiences.

“A lot of  folks coming out of  the pandemic 
said, ‘Let’s do shows that people know, that 
are warm and feel-good that people want to 
come out to,’” says Mr. Kernohan. “They 
wanted to stay away from shows that aren’t 
necessarily comedies but are kind of  fun. 
This is that kind of  show.”

Over the course of  the pandemic, 
Mr. Kernohan says theatre groups from 
across Central Ontario began looking to 
the future. It was soon apparent, he says, 
that companies with theatres to call their 
own, such as Theatre Aurora, were better 
positioned for a post-COVID recovery 
than those that need to find spaces from 
production to production.

The Queensville Players are a group that 
falls into the latter category, often mounting 
productions at Georgina’s Stephen Leacock 
Theatre.

“The Queensville Players weren’t 
allowed to get back into the building [for 
their production of  Steel Magnolias], and 
since I happened to be the person directing 
the show, I said, ‘Come to our theatre!’ 

We’re now in sort of  a partnership, which 
I hope continues, and I am kind of  excited 
about it.”

This excitement is shared by assistant 
director Thanasaki Chionidis.

“There is such good chemistry, too, 
between all of  our actors and us, being the 
production team,” says Mr. Chionidis. “It 
is one of  those shows where you have very 
strong leads and that helps the story come 
along as well. It is also about people relying 
on each other in the good times and the 
bad times and I think people really need 
that right now, especially as we come out of  
the pandemic.”

From Theatre Aurora’s perspective, any 
way they can bring new people – including 
new groups – into their local theatre is a 
cause for celebration. Mr. Kernohan says 
theatre companies can sometimes be “very 
insular” and this collaboration has opened 
up new doors – for them and Queensville.

“For the Queensville Players in particular, 
it is going to bring more traction, especially 
to Queensville, where not many people 
know about the theatre company and it 
is going to help us grow our company as 
we go on,” says Mr. Chionidis. “Having a 
partnership and working with other theatre 
groups getting our name out there a lot 
more is really important to us now more 

than ever. We’re so far north, the furthest in 
York Region, and it gives us an opportunity 
to show others that we’re here, we’re willing 
to work with you, and I think it is nice what 
we have with Theatre Aurora.

“The story is really quite beautiful and 
I am really glad we chose this. They’re in 
for a real treat. We have some amazing cast 
members who put their time and effort into 
this show. You’re going to see some really 
fun comedy parts. There’s a lot of  fun 
comedy in it, but there is also the seriousness 
and that’s where you know you rely on your 
friends with those difficult times. I think 
this is a show that is meant to bring people 
together.”

“And southern accents!” says Mr. 
Kernohan with a chuckle.

“And southern accents,” his creative 
partner agrees. “This story will definitely 
resonate with a lot of  people who have lost 
loved ones during the pandemic and have 
needed the strength of  their friends and 
family. My experience working with Neill 
and the rest of  the cast and crew has been 
incredible. It has been an incredible journey 
to see the growth of  the actors and to see the 
story come together. People are definitely in 
for a treat.”

For tickets to the remaining shows, visit 
theatreaurora.com.

The cast of the Queensville Players’ production of Steel Magnolias is pictured on stage at Theatre Aurora. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Hillary House celebrates new outdoor exhibition, 
grant funding

If  you think Hillary House National 
Historic Site is just a red-brick building 
renowned for its gothic revival 
architecture, you have much more to 
explore.

On a snowy afternoon this past 
Friday, Newmarket-Aurora MPP 
Christine Elliott, Mayor Tom Mrakas, 
and representatives from both the 
Aurora Historical Society and the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation came 
together to both celebrate the opening 
of  A Look Outside Hillary House, a 
permanent and interactive outdoor tour 
of  the Hillary House grounds, and to 
recognize recent grant funding from the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation to ensure 
the building and grounds continue to be 
a community showplace for generations 
to come.

Funding grants recognized last week 
included a Trillium grant to the tune 
of  $36,000 to restore the Yonge Street-
facing verandah, and another through 
the Resilient Communities Fund to help 
the Aurora Historical Society further 
its fundraising endeavours through the 
Hillary House Ball, scotch tastings, 
seminars and more.

“It helped us bring in some 
technology we would not have been 
able to do without that,” said Patricia 
Wallace, President of  the Aurora 
Historical Society. “We are very grateful 
to the Ontario Trillium Foundation for 
helping us navigate through the system 
which gives us very important funding.”

Ontario Trillium Foundation 
representative Shelley Wister Smith 
said the Society (AHS) presented a 
“very strong case” for a grant.

“I am so pleased we could help 
you with our ongoing commitment to 

building awareness of  our history in our 
community,” she said.

This was a sentiment shared by Ms. 
Elliott, who said the funding will help 
ensure Hillary House is “safe and easy 
for our community to access.”

“The COVID-19 pandemic has 
been challenging for many families 
and organizations across York Region, 
including the Aurora Historical Society,” 
said Ms. Elliott. “Our government will 
continue to support you during these 
times as we work to protect the progress 
we have made in our fight against the 
virus.

“Earlier this year, the Society was 
awarded $21,300 through the Resilient 
Communities Fund to help rebuild 

and recover from the effects of  the 
pandemic. This grant has helped the 
Society hire a permanent part-time 
contractor and purchase PPE, AV 
equipment and software to diversify the 
Society’s fundraising and programming 
initiatives. This funding builds on the 
first grant of  $36,000 the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation approved in 
September of  2019 to help improve 
and restore its infrastructure.”

While MPP Elliott heralded the grant 
funding, it was left to Mayor Mrakas 
to formally open the A Look Outside 
Hillary House exhibition, an initiative 
led by AHS curator Kathleen Vahey.

“Thank you to the Minister and 
the Province of  Ontario for these 

important funds which will help Hillary 
House continue to be a vibrant and 
important site in our community,” said 
Mayor Mrakas. “This exhibition [will 
teach] visitors about the architectural 
significance of  Hillary House, the 
importance of  outdoor spaces to 19th 
and early 20th century families, more 
about the history of  Hillary House and 
the families who lived there, and its 
grounds.

“I look forward to seeing the 
Hillary House and Koffler Museum 
of  Medicine continue to flourish, grow 
and be a favourite place to visit in our 
Town. This is an imperative piece of  our 
Town’s history that must be cherished 
and preserved for many years to come.”

Participating in Friday’s unveiling of A Look Outside Hillary House – and in celebrating recent grants from the Ontario Trillium Foundation – were (from left) 
Councillor Rachel Gilliland, MPP Christine Elliott, Mayor Tom Mrakas, Aurora Historical Society (AHS) President Patricia Wallace, and AHS Curator Kathleen 
Vahey. Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Fire Services to continue Cost Recovery Program

A pilot program to help the Central 
York Fire Services recover the costs 
for several types of  calls ranging from 
vehicle collisions to false alarms will 
become permanent in the New Year.

The details of  the pilot program’s 
formal adoption were outlined at 
Council last week by Rocco Volpe, 
Deputy Chief  with the Central York 
Fire Services (CYFS), which covers 
the Towns of  Aurora and Newmarket.

The CYFS rolled out the original 
pilot in 2019 with a specific focus 
on cost recovery related to vehicle 
collisions. The pilot began with a 
24-month program and in its second 
year was expanded to include burning 
complaints, false alarms, natural 
gas leaks, hydro incidents (such as 
downed wires), and matters relating 
to grow-ops and “clandestine labs.”

Once adopted as a permanent 
program effective at the beginning of  
2022, these cost recovery programs 
will be further expanded to include 
elevator rescue and issues related to 

smoke and carbon monoxide alarms 
– along with the expansion of  a 
part-time employee role to run the 
program.

“I am proud to announce to 
all of  you that after paying our 
expenditures, the total net recovery 
for the pilot…for 2020 and 2021 
was $120,000,” Volpe told Council. 
“If  my forecast is correct at year-
end we should be just south of  about 
$140,000. We surpassed the budget 
figure and met our target and I am 
delighted to let you all know that the 
[Joint Council Committee, which 
oversees CYFS from both Aurora 
and Newmarket] approved the report 
to move forward and to make this a 
permanent program”

Upgrading the cost recovery 
program to a permanent part of  
the CYFS was supported by Aurora 
Council, including Councillor John 
Gallo who previously served on the 
Joint Council Committee (JCC). 

“When I looked at this project 
(while on the JCC) I didn’t want just 
another burden, tax or fee to the 
taxpayer solely to generate income,” 
he said. “I think, to your credit, that 

is exactly what has not happened. 
While we’re generating income, most 
of  the income is generated from areas 
that we expended resources and we 
never recouped them. Some are 
recovered by insurance companies, 
some of  the others are given multiple 
chances to correct any issues…before 
there are any charges and I just want 
the public to know.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner noted 
that when the program was first 
brought into place, she expected 
“some anger and some push-
back” from residents who might be 
impacted by it, “but from what you 
said it seems like, at the end of  the 
day, there was a reasonableness in 
responses, or at least acceptance.”

Volpe replied that it was important 

for the CYFS to “demonstrate 
there was a lack of  due diligence 
or a negligence” on the part of  
those being charged before any 
enforcement was considered.

“That has been the case,” he said. 
“Usually we offer programs where 
there is a three-strike rule, three 
chances to correct your behaviour, 
before we would proceed with any 
enforcement. Some of  the programs 
like our cost recovery for motor 
vehicle collisions, there is no three-
strike rule because of  a motor 
vehicle collision happens and…
what happens is we look at the fault 
driver and that is where we seek our 
financials through their insurance 
companies, which we haven’t had 
any resistance from.”

a motion from Councillor Rachel 
Gilliland who said after 22 years and 
a “drastically” changed landscape, it 
was time to bring the bylaw into the 
twenty-first century.

“My investigation was initiated 
by concerns of  light pollution,” said 
Councillor Gilliland, after reading a 
letter of  support from a constituent 
who shared these concerns over light 
pollution. “A lot of  this has been 
caused by the new technology of  
LED lighting and I have also been 
approached by residents who have 
concerns about exposed garbage 
receptacles in view by residential 
areas and vehicles parking on front 
lawns or creating new parking pads 
on their front lawns.

“After discussions with staff, they 
agreed [that] with the emergence 
of  brighter LED lights and other 
growth in technologies that we could 
really benefit from a review… and 
I discovered this hasn’t been dusted 
off  since 1999. A lot has changed 
in Aurora over the last 22 years. 
We’ve seen an increase in residential 
homes, multi-level development and 
business growth, so I kind of  feel now 
is an opportune time in which staff  
can review the Property Standards 
bylaws to reflect our growth and 
modernization. It is not just limited 
to the lighting pollution this resident 
specifically spoke of, but there are 
many different avenues such as 
retaining walls, driveway delineation, 
and I could go on and on. Needless 
to say, this is just to really modernize 
the bylaw [so that] it reflects our 
growth and modernization.”

First out of  the gate to support 
the motion was Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes who said the “timing was 
right” to review policies overall, but 
with particular emphasis on light 

pollution.
“I had a resident who has a small 

bungalow alongside a home that 
was just built [at] two storeys and 
the lights are often left overnight 
and lighting into their homes,” she 
said. “It is causing them some grief, 
so I appreciate this motion and am 
looking forward to hearing what 
staff  have to say.”

Agreed Councillor Harold Kim: 
“It deserves a much-needed review 
given how much time has passed. 
Certainly, in my seven years on 
Council, there are instances where 
certain property standards needed to 
be reviewed.”

Similarly, Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner was in support of  the 
motion, citing both light pollution 
and noise as top priorities.

“In the past, sometimes we have 
put the onus on the residents that are 
disturbed by the light to get better 
screens or X, Y and Z. It really 
shouldn’t be up to the residents 
and…there is no reason they should 
be disturbed by neighbours’ lights 
and it can also be a privacy issue.”

Mayor Tom Mrakas added that 
while he supported the motion, he 
wanted to make sure whatever came 
back for Council’s review had teeth.

“Maybe it is within the report that 
does come back within that Property 
Standards bylaw [that staff] could 
maybe add a little piece talking 
about whether we move towards a 
more proactive approach when it 
comes to property standards and 
just what that would entail from a 
Council perspective,” he said.

Techa van Leeuwen, Aurora’s 
Director of  Corporate Services, said 
her department would “like to do a 
comprehensive review” of  the bylaw 
as it is “outdated” and what will 
come back will be “enforceable.”

Modern Property Standards 
should account for light 

pollution: Council
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The Pine Tree Potters Guild held another successful Empty Bowls event to benefit the community-led Welcoming Arms and Inn from the Cold charities. Empty Bowls is traditionally held at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, but with the Church Street School building closed for the duration of the Town Square redevelopment, the group took their event – and their first pottery sale since the start of the global pandemic – 
to Newmarket’s Old Town Hall space. The event raised $17,000 for the organizations, which provide helping hands to people in need. Event organizer Lisa Marie Oliphant is pictured above with fellow potters 
Debbie, Brenda, Thao, David, and Susan, along with Inn from the Cold volunteer Tara. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

ANOTHER SUCCESS FOR EMPTY BOWLS
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York United have a lot to be proud of and that’s  
not a statement to take lightly

By Robert Belardi 

Heading into this season, York 
United faced a hefty amount of  doubt.

Nobody gave them a chance.  
The Nine Stripes were looked at as 

the babies of  the Canadian Premier 
League. This was the youngest squad, 
a fusion of  young flair with a go-for-
it-all mojo. Of  course, there was some 
old wisdom in the mix and that plays 
its part as well. 

But against all odds and proving 
everyone wrong, York United travelled 
to Tim Hortons Field last Sunday and 
yes, it was for a playoff  match. York 
took on two-time champions Forge FC 
on their home turf  and in this one, it 
was experience that did the trick. 

For Forge FC, they’ve been here 
before and nine minutes into the 
match, their tempo and control of  the 
match immediately dictated how this 
was going to go. 

A neat ball from Tristan Borges 
slipped through Jordan Wilson and 
Chrisnovic N’sa, catching Woobens 
Pacius on the run. The forward tucked 
the ball off  of  the post and into the 
back of  the net to give Forge the lead. 

Skipping all the way to the 38 
minute, York United had a life-line. A 
failed, headered clearance from Daniel 
Krutzen was controlled splendidly 

from Michael Petrasso. Instantly, 
Petrasso caught goalkeeper Triston 
Henry off  his line and swooped the 
ball up and over the goalkeeper to put 
York level. 

“That goal was a life-line for us. 
It gave us that little spark we needed 
going into the half. We were going to 
try and use that as momentum going 
into the second half. We were trying 
to work out things tactically to get 
more shots on target because we didn’t 
have many in the first half,” said York 
United defender Dominick Zator in 
the post-match press conference. 

“Obviously, we had the wind and 
the rain going with us the second half. 
Still Forge made it difficult for us to get 
anything on target.” 

With only four shots forward and 
one hitting the target in the first half, 
York United’s offence was shut down 
completely in the second half  having 
only mustered two shots towards goal.

Joshua Navarro got the go-ahead 
goal in the 66 minute and just seven 
minutes later, Noah Verhoeven scored 
an own-goal that put the match out of  
reach. 

After the game, there was nothing 
but high praise from Zator to the rest 
of  the group. 

“Looking at the whole season, 
just immensely proud of  the boys. 

Everyone counted us out from the start, 
everyone was thinking we’re going to 
finish last. So, the whole season was 
about proving people wrong,” Zator 
said. 

When everybody went back into the 
locker room, this was also the first words 
out of  head coach Jimmy Brennan’s 
mouth. 

“I’m very proud of  them. After the 
match I told them right away I said, 
‘Look guys, what you’ve been through 
as a group. How hard this season was 
to get to the playoffs, it’s been a great 
season for them,” Brennan said. 

“Obviously for them it’s disappointing 
because they wanted to get to the final 
but the good thing is they got a taste of  
it. Especially the young guys, they got a 
taste of  how hard a grueling season can 
be after 28 games. Then they got a taste 
of  playoffs so they gained an awful lot 
of  experience throughout this season. 

As a group, I couldn’t be any more 
proud of  them.” 

Heading into the offseason, Brennan 
said it’s about adding the right pieces. 

A turnover in the offseason for a 
Canadian Premier League club could 
be heavy or it could be filled with 
nothing at all. By the sounds of  it, York 
United will most likely look to keep a 
core group of  players and add a piece 
or two to challenge the title.

For a group that was so young and 
with nothing to lose, they counted 
everyone out. They will surely leave 
everyone with a remark after this season 
and that is to never be counted out 
again.

As for Forge FC, they will be taking 
on Pacific FC in the Canadian Premier 
League final. 

The final will take place at Tim 
Hortons Field on Sunday December 5. 
Kick-off  is scheduled at 4.30 p.m.

York United part ways 
with Jimmy Brennan

By Robert Belardi 

Just two days after a 3-1 loss to 
Forge FC in the semifinals of  the 
Canadian Premier League, York 
United released a statement they 
have parted ways with Head Coach/
Manager and Technical Director of  
the club Jimmy Brennan. 

Brennan became the first head 
coach in club history on July 27, 
2018, since leaving Aurora FC from 
League 1 Ontario. The club has 
decided not to renew his contract, 
which has come to an end. 

Since coming to York United, 
Brennan has led The Nine Stripes to 
a third-place, fifth-place and fourth-
place finish in his three-year tenure. 

“I want to thank Jimmy for 
everything he has done coaching 
this club over the last three years. 
Firstly, there has been his impact on 
the field but it’s imperative that I 
also recognize and applaud the huge 
contribution he’s made off  the pitch. 
Without him, the club is probably 
not here today,” said Angus McNab, 
CEO, President and GM of  York 
United in the press release.

“Additionally, there is no way 
our young players like Max Ferrari, 

Isaiah Johnston and Lowell Wright 
would be thriving as they are without 
Jimmy’s support and guidance. 
There is a strong foundation here 
and we are grateful to Jimmy for 
having been so crucial in building 
it.”

During his time with the club, 
Brennan has been known across all 
of  the CPL for giving young players 
an opportunity to make a name for 
themselves in the league. 

According to the statement, U21 
players played 9,043 minutes under 
Brennan this past year. Also, York 
United defender Diyaeddine Abzi 
received a call-up and made an 
appearance for the U-23 Canadian 
international team. 

Throughout his career, Brennan 
was widely renowned for his 
contributions in Canada’s 2000 Gold 
Cup victory. 

Brennan began his senior career 
with Bristol City in 1996, and went 
on to play for Nottingham Forest, 
Huddersfield Town, Southampton 
and Toronto FC for three years 
before retiring in 2010. 

He began his coaching career 
in 2011 with the Toronto FC U17 
academy.

Contributed photo
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Hundreds of residents lined Yonge Street on Saturday night as the Town hosted its first Santa Under the Stars parade since the start of the global pandemic. (Top Row) Miles and dad Harry 
wait for Santa. Ripley, Grace, Renee and Rowen brought festive headgear to the occasion. The historic Aurora Fire Department vehicle makes its way to the start of the parade at Orchard 
Heights. (Second Row) Margarida, Thomas and Fabio find their place along the route. The Yonge & Wellington intersection was a popular spot for families. Mayor Tom Mrakas, Councillor 
Rachel Gilliand and Councillor Michael Thompson meet the crowds. (Third Row) Phiona and Jayden had fun at the event. Sandy of the Optimist Club of Aurora helped marshal the parade. 
Also participating in the parade were Councillors Harold Kim and Sandra Humfryes.                 Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Hundreds flock to Santa
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Under the Stars parade

The 2021 Santa Under the Stars parade attracted dozens of floats, bands and other participants including MPPs Christine Elliott and Michael Parsa (top, left), MPs Leah 
Taylor Roy and Tony Van Bynen (top right, second row left). Other eye-catching attractions were baton twirlers, a workshop display from New Roots, the CDA Dance 
Academy, ice queens, the St. Andrew’s College Pipes and Drums Corps,  school marching bands, and local hockey players.         
      

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

The Optimist Club of Aurora has been supporting programs for the youth of 
Aurora for 36 years, including healthy snacks for elementary schools, high school 

bursaries, contributing to music and theatre programs and so much more.
For the next 6 weeks we will be selling a variety of Fruitcakes - light and 
dark with nuts and light without nuts. The fruitcakes are $25.00 each.  
We are pleased to be offering these fruitcakes for sale at our retail partners:  

Please stop in and visit these locations and pick up your fruitcake
before they sell out Or contact us – auroraoptimist@gmail.com

FUNDRAISER

Barron's Warehouse,
40 Engelhard Drive, Aurora

Omars Shoes
15620 Bayview Ave, Unit 8

Aurora

Kitchen Accents
Aurora Shopping Centre, Yonge Street

(Corner of Yonge St and Murray Dr.)

Fruitcake

This ad sponsored by

BACK BY

POPULAR

DEMAND

Trureal program launches new program of giving in Aurora
By Robert Belardi 

Horace Thomas emigrated to 
Canada from Jamaica in 1973. 

Growing up in Canada, he aspired 
to become a high school teacher. He 
joined the Peel District School Board 
and taught biology and chemistry. 
But, 14 years ago, what he aspired 
and fought for changed, as if  he had 
an epiphany.

Thomas resigned from teaching 
and turned his talents over to the 
business world. He got involved in 
real estate investments in Central 
America and the Bank of  Barbados 
for a start. 

In 2014, Thomas and Josephine 
Zappone conceptualized an idea 
right at his kitchen table. How can 
they help the food banks? It isn’t 

just simply about making sure the 
homeless and less fortunate families 
are fed. It was about raising food 
quality to provide healthy meals. 

To many families, forking out 
money per month out of  your own 
pocket isn’t something that can be 
done every day. But what if  it was 
a reflex? Something you didn’t even 
have to worry about, but rather, your 
purchasing power as an everyday 
consumer does it for you. 

“What if  you could give to charity 
and never take any additional money 
out of  your pocket and get a tax 
receipt? Would you give to charity?” 
Thomas asked Zappone back then.

She said “of  course I would.” 
Thus, Thomas and Zappone’s 

business was born.
They questioned how they can 

transform the entire charity sector in 
Canada and beyond. 

For the past six years, the co-
founders and Thomas’ eldest son and 
major contributor on the IT side of  
things, Tyler, have been working on 
the platform. They decided Aurora 
was the best launchpad to officially 
announce their business to all of  
Canada. 

“It’s a massive integrated platform. 
We are actually integrated with 9,600 
banks. All of  the networks from Visa, 
Mastercard, AMEX and Discover. 
And you can link any credit card or 
debit card from any of  your banks 
from Canada and the USA,” Thomas 
explained in an interview.

“You can link up to three charities 
to your card from our platform 
because all of  the registered charities 
in Canada – and, by the way, there 
are 86,000 registered charities in 
Canada – they’re integrated on our 
platform, via our partnership with 
Canada Helps, which is the largest 
charity platform in Canada.” 

Trureal optimizes consumer’s cash 
back rewards that often times remain 
unused. Thomas said $16 billion 

dollars of  unredeemed cash back 
rewards currently sit in consumers’ 
bank accounts.

“You can opt in to our platform. 
Link that bank funded card. Shop 
anywhere and then instruct us to 
remove your cash back from that 
bank card to whatever charity you 
want,” Thomas said.

“Now you will not be limited 
to just shopping at participating 
merchants, you can shop anywhere 
in the world. And get a cashback and 
donate to your charity. But it’s when 
you shop at a Trureal participating 
merchant, then you get a second cash 
back that doubles your donation. In 
fact, nobody has been able to crack 
that and the reason we can do that is 
because we have a major integrator 
partner called Plaid.” 

If  your card is cash back or based 
on points, both will be applicable. 
Consumers can donate to a linked 
charity as they wish or they can donate 
to a not-for-profit organization such 
as a local sports team, for instance. 
How you use your cash back rewards 
is entirely up to you and you must 
authorize Trureal to use it.

You can also change your charities 
and not-for profit organizations at 
any time. 

The Town of  Aurora currently hosts 
84 registered charities. If  you include 
all not-for-profit organizations, that 
number is most likely double. It 
was the perfect beginning for the 
company to officially unveil Trureal. 

“We had an opportunity to 
incorporate ourselves in Aurora 
over the last year and a half. The 
first thing we did as a company is 
we became a member of  the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce. After 
meeting with Mayor Mrakas, we 
quickly realized this is a Town that 
leads with purpose.”

Both Thomas and Zappone 
presented Trureal in front members 
of  Council, the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce, staff  of  Sport Aurora, 
a representative from Southlake 

Regional Health Centre, and Mayor 
Tom Mrakas last Thursday at the 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 385. 

“Aurora Town Council and myself  
as Mayor fully support unique and 
forward-thinking initiatives that will 
help our community flourish. And 
will provide assistance to the less 
fortunate,” said Mrakas at the event. 

“As a diverse and vibrant 
community, Aurora celebrates 
business such as Trureal that supports 
the economic and social development 
of  our Town.” 

With all the potential charities that 
can be linked this will have an impact 
on the local economy. Money spent 
turns into money being funded 
back to a charity or a not-for-profit 
entity. 

In turn this business will 
immediately assist local sports 
organizations that are not-for-
profits and will look to continue to 
build up their funding to continue 
to support youth. 

“For Sport Aurora, this will 
help fund our All Kids Can Play 
Program. We want our members 
to join with Trureal and shop at 
Trureal merchants and direct their 
cash back to AKCP so that more 
kids can play in the community,” 
said President of  Sport Aurora and 
Community Engagement Specialist 
with Trureal Ron Weese. 

Trureal is completely free and 
there are no fundraising fees when 
signing up for Trureal. 

When donating to a registered 
charity of  your choice, those 
donations are taxable and you will 
receive a tax receipt. 

According to Thomas, the charity 
sector is the largest in Canada. It 
contributes 8.1 per cent of  the GDP. 
It’s a $151 million-dollar industry and 
84 per cent of  Canadians donate. In 
the sector over 13 million Canadians 
volunteer. 

For more information and to contact 
Trureal, please visit trureal.com.

Trureal CEO and Co-Founder Horace Thomas presents the organization at its launch last Thursday at 
the Aurora Legion.            Auroran photo by Robert Belardi
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Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

CROSSWORD

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

A Christmas Classic.
Happy holidays from all of us at Hockley!

Tigers forward Lee Chiang 
could be Mr. Reliable for 
the rest of the year 

By Robert Belardi 

Your leaders will always be your 
leaders. A cliché’ to say that? 
Undoubtedly. 

In a team breakdown, it’s the 
obvious thing to point out. The 
Aurora Tigers have leaders that have 
fully embraced their roles. Luc Reeve 
was named captain of  the team when 
Greg Johnston took over the head 
coaching job in the offseason. He 
leads the team with 25 points so far 
in 21 games played. That’s one-point 
shy of  his career-best 25 points he 
recorded and, by the way, he did that 
having played a full OJHL season. 

Then there’s Justin Biraben, who’s 
a bulldog out there protecting his 
teammates. There’s William Smith, a 
craftsman on the puck. And Connor 
Van Weelie, a tenacious speedster 
who never takes his eye off  the prize.

These leaders on the Tigers are 
what’s making this team tick. Of  
course, there’s goaltending, too, don’t 
forget. And an incredible supporting 
cast of  boys that are simply gelling 
together with what looks to be 
minimal effort. It all seems natural. 

But there is a name, maybe 
not known for being a leader, but 
someone that any team needs to have 
on their roster. A pure goal-scorer. 
Someone who loves to find the back 
of  the net. Who will get into all the 
dirty areas. That’s Lee Chiang. 

The Stouffville native came over 
from the Toronto Patriots and is 
currently leading the boys in goals 
this year. His 14 goals are five more 
than Reeve who sits in second with 
nine. He is tied for ninth in all of  the 
OJHL’s top scorers so far this year. 

“One of  the main things about Lee 

is he has an amazing quick release,” 
said head coach Greg Johnston. 

“Good players, the puck seems to 
follow them. They always find the 
right body to go to. His anticipation, 
his ability to read the play, read the 
puck and read rebounds. Like a lot 
of  guys, if  someone takes a shot 
from the left side, there’s a likelihood 
where the rebound is going to go. 
Chiang finds those spots. He gets the 
spots and he’s aggressive on the puck 
in front of  the net. He jumps all over 
it.” 

In the team’s 6-3 loss to the 
Milton Menace and 3-2 win over the 
Georgetown Raiders this past week, 
Chiang was responsible for four of  
the seven goals scored. His offensive 
prowess is something to note for this 
team moving forward and he could 
be the Mr. Reliable this group is 
looking for. 

Two seasons ago when the Tigers 
were in a shambles, there was no 
scorer that team relied on.

This brand-new look and the 
revamped roster the club has put 
together this offseason, Chiang is 
a scorer. He’s a like Tyler Toffoli, a 
Brock Boeser, and even a James Van 
Riemsdyk. 

Chiang is also a great stick handler 
and an excellent player in the defensive 
zone according to Johnston. He helps 
lead breakouts out of  the defensive 
end and is tough to knock off  the puck 
when in the offensive zone. 

The Tigers average 3.10 goals per 
game, ranked 13 in all of  the OJHL. 
The boys will get ready to host the 
Stouffville Spirit on Friday at the 
ACC at 7.30 p.m. before heading out 
to Collingwood to battle the Colts 
Saturday night. 
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do...advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory      Call 905-727-3300   Ext. 102 to book your ad

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

30 yrs. experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 ext. 102

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

Renovations
Additions
Finish Basements
Interior Demolition 
Junk Removal

www.greatridgecontracting.ca Tenant/Property Clean-Out 
mscioli@greatridgecontracting.ca                     (437) 234-5521(437) 234-5521

www.greatridgecontracting.ca • mscioli@greatridgecontracting.ca

Renovations
Additions
Finish Basements
Interior Demolition
Junk Removal
Tenant/Property 
Clean-Out

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

From page 5

Submitted to The Auroran 

   It was shovels in the ground on 
Monday, November 22 for the exciting 
launch of  The Meadows of  Aurora next 
building phase—Park Tower.

Construction has begun on 
Park Tower, the Senior Retirement 

Community’s third phase that features 
125 surperbly designed suites on seven 
floors. When completed in late 2023, 
Park Tower owners will join hundreds 
of  other residents who already call The 
Meadows “home”.

The idea of  The Meadows, located 
at 440 William Graham Drive, was 

understand the world through the 
lived experiences of  others. High on 
my list have been books written by 
BIPOC authors (Black, Indigenous 
and People of  Colour). And reading 
the stories (fiction and non-fiction) 
of  the newer immigrant experience 
expands and enriches the canon of  
Canadian literature.

APL offers book clubs, reading 
challenges and curated lists for all 
tastes and ages. Consider taking a 
walk on the wild side. You always 
have the option to swipe left and 
move on.

What I’ve been reading:
• In Five Years by Rebecca Serle
• House Divided: how the 

missing middle can solve Toronto’s 
affordability crisis by Alex Bozikovic 
(and others)

• A Tap on the Window  
by Linwood Barclay

• The Story of  a New Name  
by Elena Ferranta

Reccia Mandelcorn is the Manager, Community 
Collaboration at Aurora Public Library. The 
opinions expressed in this column reflect her personal 
thoughts about the engagement of  community with 
their public library.

spawned over 15 years ago when a small 
group of  like-minded York Region 
residents realized that a faith-based 
community with Christian values could 
transform the idea and vision of  a caring 
community built on the foundation of  
love, respect, trust and dignity.

The 25-acre property includes 14 
acres of  protected forestland with a 
stream that feeds a 1-acre backyard 
pond.

Among amenities at The Meadows 
are a welcoming entrance lobby, 
stunning dining room, concert hall, café, 

library, lounge, outdoor patio, gazebo, 
exercise room, craft room, wellness 
centre, walking trail and salon. 

Believing that seniors prefer to 
remain in a caring community 
near family, friends, church and 
healthcare providers, The Meadows 
has not only created and built  
the finest in independent living 
accommodations, but it is also now 
home to Sandalwood Terrace, for 
assisted living support and Oakdale 
Manor, caring for those with memory 
care challenges. 

Welcome to Library Land

Community continues to grow as Meadows  
of Aurora’s Park Tower construction is launched

Participants in the November 22 event included individuals from The Meadows, Lisgar Construction 
and the Town of Aurora (from left to right) Hank Kampen, Mary Mount, Mike Morale, Clarence Baker, 
Gino Bifolchi, Jim Verkaik, Al Romkema, Pete Ryzebol, Aurora Mayor Tom Mrakas, Simon Frankruyter, 
Dawn Irwin and Bea DenBroeder.                                  Contributed photo
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Thank You Carriers!
for delivering 

THE AURORAN 

during these challenging times.

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

ADVERTISE in 

THE AURORAN

CLASSIFIEDS 

(905) 727-3300

EXT. 102

THINGS 
You Ought To Know

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10
Aurora Cultural Centre proudly presents Juno 

nominee Craig Cardiff  in a cozy evening of  Winter 
Tunes at CFWI Aurora Armoury. With the backdrop 
of  Town Park in full holiday splendour, enjoy a small-
audience experience of  Cardiff ’s folk and roots vibe. 
Cabaret-style seating at small tables with your own 
group – a beautiful kick-off  to the holiday month. 
Tickets $50; concert at 7:30 pm. Also available in a 
live stream from the comfort of  your living room; $15. 
For info, or to purchase, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
The Aurora Historical Society will host A Family 

Christmas today at Hillary House National Historic 
Site from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets are $5 for adults 
and $3 for children. Step back in time and visit Hillary 
House, traditionally decorated for the holidays. Enjoy 
activities for the whole family throughout the house 
and grounds. Visit with Santa Claus in his sleigh, listen 
to a Christmas story, make a craft, enjoy a holiday treat, 
and learn all about how Christmas was celebrated 
in the past. Proof  of  vaccination is required for all 
participants over the age of  12. COVID-19 safety 
procedures are in place. Pre-registration is required at 
aurorahs.com.

THROUGH FEBRUARY 5
The Aurora Cultural Centre hosts the 

Constellations Solo Exhibition and Sale by Emily 
Carriere. Immerse yourself  in the colourful world of  
intricately-cut vinyl and acrylic artworks by award-
winning emerging artist Emily Carriere. Layering 
patterns and shapes with luminescent resins – many 

in a circle shape – Carriere places value in the creation 
process, often rescuing vinyl offcuts from heading to 
the landfill. Most works available for sale, starting 
at $75. Enjoy a fascinating stroll through the online 
exhibition, which is installed at Aurora Town Hall. To 
visit, head to auroraculturalcentre.ca/constellations.

ONGOING
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle 

Program textile recycling and donation program. In 
the current COVID climate, a greater number of  
people are wanting to donate or get rid of  unwanted 
items, increasing the need for more outlets being 
available to receive the items. This program will 
provide a convenient way for people to donate or get 
rid of  used/unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and 
furniture and will help lessen the amount of  items 
ending up in landfills. Materials that were previously 
perceived as waste will now be seen as a valuable 
resource further encouraging redistribution. The 
items will be recycled in the following ways: To be 
given to individuals who are survivors of  violence and 
are transitioning from shelters into new homes; To 
be sold in our store; To be sold to a textile recycler, 
which makes for an ongoing source of  funding for 
Abuse Hurts enabling them to provide their services to 
the thousands of  people that require them each year. 
When and Where: Monday and Wednesday, every 
week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 30-minute time slots – 
only 1 drop off  per time slot. If  you do not have an 
appointment, we cannot accept your donation. The 
Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham 
St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. Visit 
AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  time slot.

BIA SUCCESS

Aurora’s Downtown Business Improvement Asssociation's (BIA) Stuff-A-Bus event in conjunction 
with Chartwell Park Place, benefiting Abuse Hurts, was another success story. In addition to the toy 
donations, to which Vyolet (top) contributed, live entertainment included the Flailing Shilaleighs (above) 
and a visit from Santa.          Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger 
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