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Lampshades 
& we can arrange 

for installation

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10AM - 6PM 
SATURDAY 10AM-5PM CLOSED SUNDAY

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!
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In-person learners 
welcomed back for 
2021-2022 school year

It was a busy Wednesday afternoon as 
parents collected their kids from St. Jerome 
Catholic School.

Cars lined Hollandview Trail until the 
bell rang – mothers, fathers and guardians 
all waiting for the verdict from their 
youngsters on the first day back at school 
since classes were forced to shutter due to 
the global pandemic.

www.DougandAngela.cawww.DougandAngela.ca

DOUG SABISTON 
Sales Representative 
416.899.1083
doug@sabiston.ca

ANGELA JONES
Sales Representative 
905.717.6027
avkjones@gmail.com

Choosing the right Realtor DOES make a difference
  Complimentary Staging • Photography • Evaluations • Consultations

 

BREAKFAST CREPE
Potato and fried onion roll crepe + Coffee ($5.99)

Eggroll crepe + Coffee ($7.99)
Egg and spinach roll crepe + Coffee ($8.99)

Mix fruit crepe + Coffee ($12.99)
Autumn Bubble Tea Days: 

25% off on Tuesdays and Thursdays

ALL DAY

14834 Yonge Street, #7&8, 
Aurora, L4G 1N2

Tel: 905.503.5121
www.sufi cup.ca

905-751-0533|14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S.

www.barronshome.net

Barrons
COUNTER STOOLS

BEST PRICES EVERYDAY!

• AMISCO 
• TRICA 
• SUNPAN

100+ 
 On Display

    

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

2017-2019

*As per gross closed commissions 2019 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative

“Opening Doors To Your Dreams”

Helping residents for 32 years

Who would they have 
let die? asks NDP 
candidate

Aurora residents had a chance to 
see their candidates on both sides of  
the riding border field questions and 
challenge each other in an all-candidates 

debate hosted virtually by the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce.

With the exception of  the 
Conservative candidates – Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill incumbent 
Conservative candidate Leona Alleslev 
said she was unable to fit the debate 
in her schedule but attended a similar 
event the following evening hosted by 
the Richmond Hill Board of  Trade – 
individuals who have stepped up to be 
on the ballot next Monday, September 

20, shared views and volleys for nearly 
two hours. 

As the event was hosted by the 
Chamber, many of  the questions were 
posed to candidates through a business 
lens, including how each party’s platform 
will address the national deficit and the 
how the deficit impacts local businesses 
and business owners. 

First to tackle the issue was People’s 
Party of  Canada candidate Anthony 

Candidates spar over COVID 
spending in Chamber debate

Crossing guard Sandy Jackson welcomed back students at St. Jerome Catholic Elementary School 
and Northern Lights Public School last week.                                       Auroran photo by Brock Weir

905-841-0000
lenard lind, broker of record

15105 Yonge Street, suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3
(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

905-841-0000
lenard lind, broker of record

15105 Yonge Street, suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3
(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

www.lindrealty.ca

*Based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices

ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

Quality Leasehold Improved ‘Yonge’ Street Office/Retail 
Suite(s)! Inc  All Utilities,Taxes, & Maintenance! 45 Parking 
Spots!  Transit At The Door! 5 Minutes To Hwy 404! Nine 
Foot Ceilings! Bright Ceiling To Floor Windows! Large 
Open Business Area! Signage On Yonge Street Pylon! Secure 
Building After 8PM! Onsite Management! Numerous Office 
Uses! Can Be Combined With Other Available Suites Up To 
2000Sf If Needed!

YONGE STREET OFFICE/RETAIL 
1ST & 2ND FLOOR FOR LEASE!

 Starting $14/sq ft

lenard@lindrealty.ca

  

3750 SF ‘Stone’ Executive Home Quality 
Constructed & Upgraded! Soaring 9Ft Ceilings! 
Smooth Ceilings! Large Entertaining Sized Rm! 
Main FLR Den! MBR W/Sitting Area & Inviting 
Ensuite! 2nd Ensuite in 2nd BR! Big BRs! Bright 
Prof Fin W/O Open Concept Lower Level! 
Separate Entrancce. 103’ x 413 FT Pool Sized 
Totally Private Lot.

RICHMOND HILL! TWO FAMILY! W/ ELE-
VATOR! BACKS TO RAVINE! 1.33 ACRES!

$2,998,888

aurora’s 
top sales 
producer*

  IN TOWN AURORA 
COUNTRY ESTATE LOT 3.2 AC

One of A Kind! Attention Builders or ‘Ultimate’ 
Home Lot Searchers! Picturesque Privacy at 
Yonge & St. John’s Sd Rd! Mature Trees! Scenic 
Views over Mckenzie Marshland! Services on St. 
John’s 200FT Frontage! Sunny Southern 
Exposure!

 $2,195,000

Inquire Now
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

APPLY NOW
for 2022/2023
JK – Grade 12

1324 Wellington St. W., King City   
905-727-2392

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City  
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem
Engineered to circulate air through natural 

convection, the Valor Smart Fire 
is a highly effi cient fi rpace without 

a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Burn Clean Engineered Green.

WOOD • GAS • 

Engineered to circulate air through natural
convection, the Valor Smart Fire

is a highly efficient fireplace without
a fan – providing reliable heat,

even during a power failure.
Burn Clean Engineered Green.

No Power, No Problem
Engineered to circulate air through natural convection,  

the Valor Smart Fire is a highly efficient Fireplace without  
a fan – providing reliable heat, even during a power failure.  

Burn Clean Engineered Green

CULTURE CELEBRATED – The cultures that call the Town home were celebrated at Town Park on Saturday at Aurora’s Multicultural Festival. 
Entertainment at the band shell included the Norman Dance Company representing the culture of China (above), along with the sights and sound of South 
Asia, the Caribbean, Korea, Hawaii, and more. For full coverage, see Page 12.           Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

14800 Yonge St.Auora On. L4G 1N3  905.727.6212
 ~ Since 1970 ~

In the Aurora Shopping Centre Next to No Frills

A & F HAIR ELITE
Barbershop & Hairstyling

Tuesday to Friday 
9am - 6pm 

Saturday 8am - 4pm   
Sunday Closed 
Monday Closed

  OPEN

Come in 
to get a  

HAIR CUT
& STYLE 

A & F HAIR ELITE
Barbershop & Hairstyling

905.727.4258 
www.tholiver.com 

 

On Sale! 

Ron Wallace, former Council member 
and founder of  The Auroran Newspaper, 
was known during his lifetime as “Mr. 
Aurora” – and now generations of  Aurora 
residents will see this moniker, one he so 
loved, every time they visit Town Park. 

On Sunday afternoon, a permanent 
memorial to Mr. Wallace, taking the form 
of  an engraved rock beneath a mature 
tree near Town Park’s band shell, was 

unveiled during a special celebration of  life 
following his death last November. 

Emceed by former MPP Frank Klees, 
he was eulogized by his wife, Patricia, 
Mayor Tom Mrakas, former mayor Tim 
Jones, Auroran editor Brock Weir, Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce representative 
Lisa Knappett, and a host of  friends.

Also in attendance were Councillors 
Rachel Gilliland, Sandra Humfryes and 
Michael Thompson, former mayor Geoff  
Dawe, and former councillors Allison 
Collins-Mrakas, Steve Hinder, Grace 
Marsh, Bob McRoberts, and Damir 

Saturday Night Fever set  
to take over Yonge Street

Are you ready to feel the fever?
The Town of  Aurora and Aurora’s 

Downtown BIA sure hope so as they 
prepare to close down Yonge Street just 
south of  Wellington Street for Saturday 
Night Fever on Yonge Street this 
Saturday from 4 – 11 p.m.

A night of  dancing to live music and 
a chance to browse all that local shops 
in the downtown core have to offer, the 
event will kick off  with live performances 
at 4.15 by Beverly Mahood & Friends, 
followed by Soul Benefit at 6.30, Night 
Fever: A Tribute to The Bee Gees at 
7.30 and the ever-popular Abbamania 
closing out the night beginning at 9.30 
p.m.

“We are extremely pleased that 
Mayor Mrakas and Town staff  are 
bringing this event to Yonge Street, 
right in the centre of  the BIA, and we 
are proud to support and participate in 
the event,” says Joanne Russo, Chair 
of  the BIA. “It gives the community an 
excellent opportunity to come together 
and celebrate all of  the support and hard 
work we have all had to endure during 
the pandemic. And while we’re not in 
the clear yet, any way we can support 
small business is welcomed.

“As the BIA works to build value for 
members, we are also the voice of  the 
entire downtown area. This event will 
be a fun way to reconnect with residents 

and visitors and welcome people back to 
the downtown. We are at the beginning 
of  an exciting transformation and look 
forward to continuing to build the 
momentum.”

Additionally, participants will have 
an opportunity to give back to the 
wider community by participating in an 
expansive silent auction, the proceeds 
for which will benefit the 30 community 
charities, non-profits and groups that 
will benefit from Magna’s Hoedown 
Community Fund, a pot of  money 
established by Magna International 
earlier this year to ensure partner 
organizations will be able to meet 
fundraising and programming goals 
after Hoedown was cancelled for the 
second year in a row.

Saturday’s party will take place on 
Yonge between Wellington and Mosley 
Streets.

All COVID protocols will be in place 
for the event and anyone who enters the 
stretch of  Yonge will need to complete 
a screening and contact tracing process 
through a QR code at the entrance. 
This screening, the Town notes, can also 
be done verbally or on a printed paper 
copy.

Masks will be required at the event 
except when eating or drinking, masks 
will also be available upon request. 

All are welcome to attend and there 
are no age restrictions.

Nor is any registration required, but 
organizers note when capacity is met no 
one else will be permitted in the space. 

Permanent memorial to Ron Wallace unveiled at Town Park
Vrancic.

“Today, we gather to celebrate and 
commemorate the life of  Mr. Aurora 
himself, the one and only Ron Wallace,” 
said Mayor Mrakas. “There is so much to 
celebrate about Ron and what he did for 
this Town he loved so much. Ron gave 
back to Aurora in so many ways. From 
serving his community for three terms as an 
Aurora Town Councillor to founding the 
beloved Auroran, the source for Aurora’s 
news and community happenings for over 
two decades now, to his work as a devoted 
member of  the Rotary Club.

“His service to community has been 
recognized with many awards, including 
the highest honour we can give an Auroran: 
Citizen of  the Year. Ron did so much more 
than can be recognized by awards, and 
that is evident in the impact he has had on 
all of  us standing here today. The positive 
impact he has had on generations of  
businesses, residents, and people he loved, 
ensures that his life, his legacy, will be felt 
for decades to come.

“It is fitting we celebrate Ron Wallace’s 
life in front of  this tree: a tangible symbol 
of  lasting strength and protection. What 
makes a tree strong? It’s its roots, spanning 
deep into the ground providing stability, 
strength and growth for generations to 
come. I can’t think of  a better tribute to Ron 
Wallace. This tree, a living testament to a 
man who put down deep roots in Aurora 
and continues to give to the community he 

loved.”
Wallace, who had been battling an 

atypical parkinsonism-related disease 
for nearly a decade, lost his battle on 
November 22, 2020. He was 76.

He is survived by Patricia and daughter 
Aurora.

A memorial to Auroran founder Ron Wallace, unveiled Sunday at Town Park, includes his affectionate 
“Mr. Aurora” moniker, his personal philosophy and, at the bottom, a nod to his newspaper career 
with “-30-” indicating the end of the story.                                            Auroran photo by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 16, 2021Page  4
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Democracy in the blink of an eye
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Ruck to stop at Legion

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir
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of the Government of Canada

Funded by the  
Government  

of Canada

YEARS

Machell’s Corners

To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email to  

brock@lpcmedia.ca  
Deadline for submissions  

is Sunday at 1 p.m.

The Aurora Legion will be taking part 
on September 19 in the 8th annual (in 
Canada) “Ruck to Remember” walk, in 
support of  homeless veterans.  (A “Ruck” 
is a march with a weighted backpack also 
known as a rucksack)

This year’s Ruck will go from Mississauga 
to Toronto to Pickering to Richmond Hill 
and then end in Aurora.

They will cover 130km, which is 2km 
for every veteran, police officer, paramedic, 
firefighter that died the previous year, in 
2020.

The purpose of  the Ruck is to raise 
funds to ensure that no Canadian veteran 
is ever homeless.

At the moment we are planning a 
steak barbecue for dinner at 6 p.m. for the 
Ruckers and would encourage you, and 
all those you know (spread the word) to 
purchase a ticket where part of  the funds 
will go to the March.

The dinner ticket price will be $20 and 
include steak with oven-roasted potatoes, 
mushrooms, and salad, along with cream 
pie for dessert. 

Please purchase by September 17 at the 
latest.

There are many definitions of  a veteran.
A favorite is: “A veteran is a person who 

at one time, signed a blank cheque to the 
Government and People of  Canada for an 
amount up to and including his life.” No 
person should ever be homeless.

Thank you for helping our veterans.

Lori Hoyes
President, Aurora Legion

It seems like this election has gone  
by in a blink of  an eye 

Of  course, the women and men who 
stepped up to the plate to represent 
their parties in this Federal election 
might have a decidedly different 
viewpoint on how fast this campaign 
flew by.

For some who were ready to hit the 
ground running as soon as the writ 
was dropped, they might be ready to 
pass the proverbial post with just a few 
beads of  sweat on their foreheads.

Others who might have been 
scrambling that Sunday afternoon, or 
those who answered the call at the last 
minute, not thinking just a few months 
previous that their names might be on 
the ballot, just to ensure that residents 
of  their riding have the opportunity 
to vote for the party they belong to, it 
might have been a shorter duration but 
a longer slog. 

Wherever you find yourself  on 
this scale, thank you for putting 
yourselves forward in the interests of  
our democracy and for giving residents 
the chance to vote for the platform that 
best represents the Canada they want 
to see at this critical crossroads.

We knew this election was coming 
long before Justin Trudeau made the 
short walk to Rideau Hall to meet with 
newly-minted Governor General Mary 
Simon to ask for the dissolution of  
Parliament. We might not have wanted 
one in the height of  a pandemic, but 
we had ample notice to be braced for 
what was to come.

We also had ample notice to get up 
to speed on what each party offered 
Canadians – and there has certainly 
been no shortage of  options. 

Judging by the line-ups I passed at 
the end of  last week as advance polls 
opened, it seems like many of  you have 
already made your choice. And good 
on you – you’ve performed your civic 
duty. And, as I have stated previously 
in this column space, I hope you 
exercised your civic duty by making as 
informed a choice as possible for the 
Canada you want to see emerge from 
this pandemic.

From a personal standpoint, I still 

like the thrill of  standing in line at my 
polling place on Election Day, pencil 
at the ready, primed and pumped to 
place my “X” beside my candidate of  
choice alongside others keen on doing 
the same.

Voting days before the rest of  the 
country follows suit or simply popping 
a ballot into the mailbox simply doesn’t 
feel the same to me.

Is it the better course of  action 
during a lingering global pandemic to 
go the mail-in ballot route rather than 
finding a place outside your designated 
school or community hall on Monday 
with the others? Most likely – but after 
the most recent Federal Election in the 
United States, a mail-in seemed less 
palatable than it has in the past, despite 
all the obvious practical benefits.

But, I digress.
Whichever method you use to cast 

your vote, I sincerely hope that you did 
so in an informed manner.

Party leaders, for the most part, 
have mercifully shied away from 
claiming this is our “most important 
election ever,” a refrain which seems 
conspicuous by its near-absence 
compared to just about every other 
campaign I can remember. 

Yet, in many cases, it is.
This is the first election in nearly 100 

years that is taking place during what is 
hoped to be a global pandemic’s final 
act.

The world has, as we know all too 
well, changed drastically in the 22-or-
so months since we were last at the 
polls.

Many of  the issues that decided the 
fate of  the former Liberal majority-
cum-minority were pushed to the 
backburner and our elected officials on 
both sides of  the aisle did their utmost 
to address the needs of  residents when 
these needs were often unfathomable 
when they last hit the hustings.

Their actions have come to define a 
very important moment in our history 
and the government that Canadians 
elect over the next few days will have 
the unenviable job of  defining our 
recovery, another factor that will 
continue to define the decade ahead.

Incumbents are running on a 
record that was unforeseeable on their 
personal checklists as they began their 
last term. Others on the campaign 
trail who were not part of  the latest 
government or opposition have, in 
turn, had the tall task of  trying to 
prove to voters that they could and can 
do better.

As far as tasks go, it was not an easy 
one with so many unforeseen variables 
and hypotheticals, but it has given 
voters a lot to consider.

And hopefully they have done just 
that.

By the time most of  you receive this 
on Thursday, there will be little more 
than three days left until polls open 
across the country.

If  you have not taken advantage of  
mail-in ballots or advanced polls, you 
still have some time to bone up on the 
Federal leaders, the local candidates, 
and party platforms, most of  which are 
now fully costed and ready for public 
consumption.

There is ample time left to make 
sure your decision is an informed one 
and best reflects your own vision for 
the future of  this country.

And that, at the end of  the day, is 
what it is at stake.

It is not about maintaining a riding’s 
standing or turning it Red, Blue, 
Orange, Green or Purple.

It is about identifying the Canada 
you want to see tomorrow and making 
the best decision today in order to get 
there.

If  men and women can put 
themselves forward to further this 
vision, it is incumbent on all of  us to sit 
up, listen, take notes, and ask questions 
before making that very important 
decision.

After all, it’s a decision we will all 
have to live with for a while and could 
have ripple effects for years to come.

www.TheAuroran.com

@TheAuroranNews
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One
Book

One
Aurora

AURORA
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
Street art enhances our experience of a 

place. Whether it is urban graffiti, sculpture or 
yarn bombing, public art interrupts our daily 

routine, surprising and delighting passersby. This 
year’s One Book Aurora photography contest, 
hosted by The Aurora Public Library and The 

Auroran newspaper invites your photos of art in 
unexpected places.

For rules and guidelines, visit 
onebookoneaurora.com

Send submissions to brock@lpcmedia.ca
Contest deadline is 

Friday, October 1, 2021.
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It is a privilege to be able to communicate 
with you and provide you with updates on 
our government’s most recent initiatives.

As students return to their classrooms 
to learn and reunite with their classmates, 
I want to take this moment to wish them, 
their teachers, and their families the best 
of  luck and success moving forward. This 
year’s return to class was something that our 
government prepared for thoroughly, and 
we made sure to leave no stone unturned. 
That is why we followed the expert advice 
of  Sick Kids Hospital, Ontario’s Science 
Table, and the Chief  Medical Officer 
of  Health to create a plan focused on 
strengthening mental and physical health 
and supporting learning recovery in math 
and reading. This is news that should bring 
comfort to the hearts and minds of  parents 
and guardians across our community, 
whose priority will always be the wellbeing 
of  their children. We worked tirelessly with 
our partners and stakeholders to achieve 
this plan, and on August 3rd, the province 
provided guidance to school boards, 
students and parents on health and safety 
protocols, including major upgrades to 
school ventilation and air quality. 

As Premier Ford and Minister Lecce 
have stated, we will do everything we can 
to protect the health and wellbeing of  
our children and youth and to continue 
keeping our schools as safe as possible. 
That is why our government announced 
more than $1.6 billion in resources to 
school boards for the 2021-22 school year 
and $600 million in investments to improve 
ventilation throughout the province.

This will provide schools with access to a 
wide range of  supports for student mental 
health, hiring of  additional staff, school-
focused nurses in public health units, 
barrier-free testing, remote learning 
technology, and supporting health and 
safety measures in student transportation. 
We have also deployed High-Efficiency 
Particulate Absorbing (HEPA) 
units into every kindergarten class, 

into every learning space without 
mechanical ventilation, and many school 
boards have gone even further by 
placing HEPA units in every classroom. Our 
plan is cautious and it is designed to minimize 
disruption while maximizing safety so 
that your children can continue learning 
throughout the year.

While our students are safely returning 
to their classrooms to learn and grow, the 
province is continuing its fight against the 
Delta variant of  COVID-19.

For nearly 19 months, our government 
has been crystal-clear about its 
commitment to keep people safe, protect 
our hospitals and minimize disruptions to 
businesses. As a result of  that commitment, 
there has been a new development that will 
serve as yet another tool to encourage even 
more Ontarians to receive the vaccine 
and protect those who are already fully 
vaccinated.

As of  September 22, 2021, Ontarians 
will need to provide proof  of  vaccination 
along with photo ID to access certain 
venues and facilities. This approach focuses 
on higher-risk indoor public settings with 
large numbers of  people and where face 
coverings cannot always be worn. I want 
to emphasize that at no time will people 
be denied medical care, food from grocery 
stores or basic medical supplies based on 
their vaccination status. 

This new measure that our government 

is implementing is meant to encourage 
every last eligible Ontarian to get their 
shot, which is critical to protecting the 
province’s hospital capacity, while also 
supporting businesses. Requiring proof  of  
vaccination in these settings reduces risk 
and is an important step on our way out of  
this pandemic. 

Currently, Ontarians have access to a 
paper or PDF vaccine receipt that includes 
all relevant information to prove that they 
are fully vaccinated. As of  September 22, 
Ontarians will be required to show their 
vaccine receipt when entering designated 
settings along with another piece of  photo 
identification, such as a driver’s licence or 
health card. In the meantime, Ontario 
will develop and implement an enhanced 
vaccine certificate with a unique QR code 
and accompanying verification app that 
will allow users to verify their vaccination 
status securely and safely when scanned. 
The enhanced vaccine certificate, as well 
as a verification app to allow businesses 
to read the QR code will be available 
beginning October 22. Until then, you 
can be assured that our government’s top 
priorities continue to be the wellbeing of  
our communities and our businesses, and 
we will always do what is necessary to 
safeguard them.

On that note, as your representative in 
the Ontario Legislature, my staff  and I 
are here to serve you. If  you are a resident 
of  Aurora – Oak Ridges – Richmond 
Hill and require assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact my office with any 
inquiries you may have, and we will do 
everything in our power to assist you. To 
book your vaccination appointment via 
the online portal, please visit ontario.ca/
bookvaccine or york.ca/covid19vaccine. If  
you still have a red and white health card, 
or require assistance with booking, call the 
Provincial Vaccine Information Line from 
Monday to Sunday 8.00am to 8.00 pm at 
1-888-999-6488.

It is rather ironic that while this writer 
can barely boil water, I do enjoy watching 
various television programs on the food 
channel. My particular favourites have 
been the Iron Chef  series and Licensed 
to Grill. 

Maybe it has something to do with 
the old adage that: “I love work - I could 
watch it all day”. In my case it would be, 
“I love to cook - I could watch someone 
else do it all day!”

I am continually amazed by the ease, 
speed and diversity of  the menu that 
these chefs can produce. Makes my 
complete repertoire of  spaghetti, tacos 
and shake n’bake chicken seem rather 
pedestrian. (Ok, rather pathetic!) 

A while back, the food channel 
featured an hour-long show about a rib-
cooking tournament. There was a cook-
off  somewhere down in a southern US 
city and many teams were competing for 
first prize. 

The teams were from all over the US. 
I couldn’t believe the size of  some of  the 
barbecue grills that were being utilized, 
some similar in size to a Winnebago.

The amount of  time, love and 
seasoning that went into the preparation 
of  the ribs bordered on the ridiculous. In 
some cases, the meat was slowly cooking 
for sixteen hours! 

I was getting very hungry watching 
the program, so I made my own special 
delicacy: crackers with melted cheese 
heated for exactly thirty-two seconds in 
the microwave. I await the call from the 

producers of  the Iron Chef !
In the end, they crowned a winner, 

who was given a trophy, and, if  memory 
serves, $10,000 and a new barbecue. 

I can certainly understand the cash 
component, but I don’t understand 
presenting the winner with a new 
barbecue as first prize. It is like winning 
a new driver for the longest drive at a 
corporate golf  tourney; you won the 
prize using your existing driver, why 
don’t they give you a putter or pitching 
wedge instead? But, I digress.

Aurora Ribfest 2021 was held last 
weekend at Machell Park. It was very 
convenient of  the organizers to have this 
event in close proximity to my home – 
thank you!

The timing of  the event couldn’t 
be better: the weekend before Labor 
Day, thus assuring big crowds. And the 
weatherman co-operated for the most 
part, ensuring fantastic weather for large 
parts of  the weekend!

Friends of  mine joined me on Friday 
afternoon at Machell Park for dinner. 
We had a number of  cooking companies 
to choose from, so we simply decided 
based on who had the largest and most 
trophies in front of  their station (the 
trophies could have said “Best Dad” for 
all I know!) 

No chance for price shopping as all 
teams priced the full rib tray the same. 
I guess collusion is not limited to Major 
League Baseball and the NFL after all!

We ended up sampling a couple of  the 
different types of  ribs, had the barbecued 
corn on the cob, and ice-cold lemonade. 
The food was excellent and well worth 
the price!

Well done to all the volunteers for 
making it happen!

Quite some time ago, I wrote a 
column regarding the top ten reasons 
that I love Aurora. The tenth reason 
was “Aurora has an abundance of  parks 
and green spaces. There are also some 
magnificent trails that our family takes 
advantage of ”. 

I wrote that the number one reason 
that I loved Aurora was, for self-
preservation purposes, my wife.  For 
those same self-preservation reasons, 
my wife will remain atop the standings. 
So, the Aurora Ribfest obviously isn’t 
number one but it’s somewhere in the 
top ten for sure!

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com
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Will schools remain open for the duration of the 2021-22 school year?
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Aurora Ribfest 2021 

Parsa’s 
Perspective

Michael Parsa, MPP 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is celebrating…

International  
Talk Like a Pirate Day 

(September 19)
Avast, all ye landlubbers and seafarers from around the world! Nearly 

everyone enjoys a good pirate story and the 19th is the perfect day to let out 

your inner Blackbeard, Captain Kidd, or Ching Shih (a 19th century pirate 

queen)! This Treasure Hunt board game (989.41.3) made in the 1950s by 

Ontex Canada would be a welcome diversion from swabbing the deck and 

hoisting the mains. Arrr!

No One Knows 
Meat Like 
Knowles

My time machine hovered low over 
Aurora, its cloaking device unnecessary as 
the afternoon sun was clouded with thick, 
obscuring smoke.

I saw the flicker of  approaching red lights 
on the windows of  surrounding buildings, 
and the wail of  sirens grew louder.

I accelerated vertically to escape the 
haze.

From my new vantage point I could see 
that it was the old Knowles Butcher Shop 
that had caught ablaze. I was in no position 
to assist the skilled firefighters who had 
begun crowding the scene, so I zipped back 
more than a century to see what I could 
learn about this old building. 

William J. Knowles was already 
operating a butcher shop on Yonge St. 
when he opened a new location in 1885 
at 9 Wellington St. East. This was an ideal 
location to sell prime meats to the citizens 
of  Aurora, just steps from the town’s 
foundational intersection, and a fine place 
to raise a family who could live above the 
shop. 

Wanting to learn more, I settled into 
Time-Lapse mode, and spun the years 
forward, watching Knowles story develop, 
slowing to real-time to watch the details.

The shop became quite popular: bustling 
with foot traffic as well as through William’s 
popular delivery service.  A horse-drawn 
carriage, or sleigh in the winter, would 
bring meat to farms around the region, the 
driver blowing a bugle to signal his arrival. 

In April of  1886, I saw a commotion in 
the stable behind the shop: William’s young 
assistant, John Crockart, had been kicked 
in the forehead by one of  the horses! 

William got some help and took the 
bleeding man to Medical Hall where he 
was bandaged up.

It seems horses were the cause of  
considerable trouble for Mr. Knowles: two 
years later he was lucky to avoid injury 
when a horse drawing his meat delivery 
sleigh became frightened by something 
and bolted away into the snow, greatly 
damaging the sleigh.

William began to become involved in 
local politics, serving 13 years on Council 
and 13 as Reeve, also stepping in as Mayor 
in 1906 when Francis Daville resigned. 
All the while, he maintained the shop and 
raised his family in the apartment upstairs.

Management of  the shop would go to 
his son John Reginald, who would pass it 
to his son Doug.  

Doug finally retired in 1977 and sold the 
building and business to another butcher 
named Perkins, who sold it in 1981 to 
become Caldwell’s, who then sold it in 
1987 to become Tayson’s Meats.

When Tayson’s closed in 2002, it ended 
a 117-year tradition of  a butcher shop on 
the site.

While the building served other 
purposes since then, the apartments above 
remained occupied. 

I had reached the end of  the Time-
Lapse and was back in the present – it 
looked like the fire was under control, 
but in the setting sun I could see that the 
damage to the roof  and second floor was 
grievous.

I hope that this part of  Aurora’s history 
can be saved. 

Did you cast your 
Federal vote 

in advance polls this year?

Time Travellers 
Diary

By Jeremy Hood, Museum Assistant,  
Aurora Museum & Archives
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Visit Our Showroom 
1100 Gorham St. Unit #20, Newmarket

� e bi� ern�   �  poor quality is remembered long a er the swe	 n�   �  a low price has faded � om memory

BUY
Canadian!

Direct: 905-895-6886
marioncarcone@gmail.com

Sales Representative

marioncarcone@gmail.com
Direct: 905-895-6886

“Experience isn’t expensive. It’s priceless”

MARION L CARCONE

Northwest Aurora Home

Coveted Tree-Lined Street

Backing On Greenspace

Celebrating 30 Years of Real Estate Service Excellence

MARION L CARCONE
Sales Representative

Experience isn’t expensive. It’s priceless.

Office: 905-726-8558 Direct: 905-895-6886
MarionLCarcone.com marioncarcone@gmail.com

Beautiful 1421 sq ft corner unit! Filled with
natural light. Spacious living/dining area. 2
bdrms, 2 full baths. New laminate floors.
Central Aurora location. Offered at $684,900.

Spacious open concept living & family rooms
with hardwood floors. Spacious eat-in kitchen
walks out to deck & south facing yard.
Walkout lower level. Offered at $929,900.

Spectacular N/W Aurora home with spacious,
cook’s kitchen and large deck for entertaining.
4 bdrms, 2 1/2 baths (all redone). Private yard
with hot tub . Offered at $1,249,900.

Stunning home on tranquil crescent. Large pie-
shaped lot with in-ground pool and profes-
sional landscaping. New designer kitchen.
Gleaming hardwood. Offered at $1,199,900.

‘Highland Green’

Office: 905-726-8558
marionlcarcone.com

Two completely separate units just steps to Yonge Street amenities. 
2 bedroom/2 bath on lower, 1bedroom/1 bath on upper. Separate 
parking, separate entrances.                        Offered at $1,299,900.

2+ acre estate on a hilltop lot. Charming wrap-around porch with sweeping 
views. 4 bedrooms up plus 2 on lower for granny or nanny suite. Truly 
majestic property in the heart of Aurora.             Offered at $2,998,000.

Amazing 3+ bedroom Aurora semi-detached with legal lower suite. 
Perfect for 2 families or move in upstairs and rent out the apartment. 
Updated kitchen. Parking for 6 cars.                    Offered at $799,900.

‘Aurora Village’ Duplex

Kennedy West Icon

Gorgeous open concept kitchen/family room with upgraded appliances 
and gas fi replace, hardwood, crown mouldings and vaulted ceilings, 
entertainer’s lower level and 3-car garage.         Offered at $1,599,900.

Stunning Aurora Bungalow

Legal Basement Apartment

Celebrating 32 Years of Real Estate Service Excellence

STILL NEED YOUR
COVID-19 VACCINE?

THERE'S A POP-UP
CLINIC NEAR YOU!

Find a clinic near you at
york.ca/covid19vaccine

Pop-up clinic locations
are updated weekly.

Walk-ins are always welcome
for a first or second dose.

“It was strange – I had to wear a mask, 
but I actually got to see my friends,” said 
Ethan Ahle, a Grade 6 student, on what it 

was like to settle back into the classroom.
Mom Trish said they were both looking 

forward to a return to in-class learning after 
a long time of  learning at home.

“We were looking forward to him 

getting him back to a regular routine,” said 
Trish. “We have an older child as well in 
high school and it was rough on them not 
to be around their friends. We were looking 
forward to getting back to school and to 
some normalcy again, so we are pretty 
excited.”

As a work-from-home mom, Trish joked 
that one of  the benefits of  a return to in-
class learning was not having the kids at 
home all day long, but it was more about 
the social interaction – as long as doors 
remain open.

“We’re just going day by day, to be 
honest with you,” she said. “If  they tell us 
we’re off  again, we’re off  again, and we’ll 
do what we need to do. It’s just part of  our 
lives right now.”

Sharing this sentiment was parent Bill 
Rogers, whose son Aaron just started 
Grade 5 at St. Jerome.

Aaron took the first day in his stride, 
saying it felt basically the same to the 
previous in-class experience, but for Bill 
it was a return to some much-needed 
instruction.

“For my youngest child at this school, 
being in class is very important to him,” he 
said. “He’s not able to learn properly while 
on remote learning and the concentration 

level just isn’t there. My eldest son, who is 
in high school, can learn from home, but 
we sent him back [to St. Max] because he 
needs interaction with other kids.”

In the lead-up to getting his kids back 
into the classroom mindset, Bill said it was 
a matter of  making sure the students knew 
what was expected of  them from a social 
distancing and health standpoint, and 
“just being aware of  following through on 
everything we have had them do for the last 
year-and-a-half.”

But while Aaron gave his first day back 
a resounding thumbs-up, there were some 
challenges for Bill on the horizon.

“My oldest son came home [from high 
school] and said he didn’t feel safe, that 
there were far too many kids in his class with 
no social distancing and that he walked into 
something that he wasn’t expecting to walk 
into,” he said.

“We’re going to listen to how he feels,” 
he added, when asked if  this feedback may 
have prompted a re-think on the merits 
of  in-class vs. remote learning. “We don’t 
know whether or not it is just an anxiety 
thing in terms of  not being in that situation 
for two years, whether it is legit and if  he 
still has the same feelings in two weeks. We 
might have to adjust our thinking.”

LOCAL SCREENING TOOL  
IMPLEMENTED BY REGION

A local screening tool has been launched by York Region Public Health as 
local students begin their first full week at school. According to Dr. Richard 
Gould, Associate Medical Officer of  Health for the Region of  York, additional 
symptoms added to the screening tool that would prevent attendance at 
school and day care include runny nose, sore throat, extreme tiredness and 
muscle aches. “The decision to have an enhanced local screening tool comes 
out of  an abundance of  caution given previous school childcare and other 
outbreaks amongst children, youth and teens where cases had these minor 
yet common symptoms for their age group,” said Dr. Gould.

As of  Tuesday, September 14, Aurora has seen 1,987 cases of  COVID-19, 
1,925 of  which are now marked as recovered. There have been 48 fatalities. 
Of  the 14 active cases, 13 are attributed to local transmission, close contact, 
or unknown exposure, while 1 case is related to schools. 69 per cent of  new 
cases between September 7 and September 14 were among the eligible but 
unvaccinated population.

Briefly

Grade 6 student Ethan Hale and mom Trish are pictured on Ethan’s first day back at St. Jerome last 
week.       `                     Auroran photo by Brock Weir

In-person learners welcomed back for 2021-2022 school year
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Food Network’s Compost Hub 
continues COVID growth

Being at home more often than ever 
before during COVID has spurred 
a renewed interest in gardening and 
growing your own food.

As such, the York Region Food 
Network (YRFN) stepped up to the plate 
not only on how to grow the vegetables 
to put on it, but also what to do with the 
scraps.

The YRFN’s Compost Learning Hub 
is just one successful initiative that has 
been borne out of  the pandemic. Held 
virtually from the outset, the program is 
showing no signs of  slowing down into 
the fall as people from across York Region 
– and from all cultural backgrounds – 
continue their quest to learn.

The Compost Learning Hub is 
designed to educate participants about 
waste reduction, how to turn this waste 
into black gold for the garden, and share 
experiences along the way.

“This has been a huge success and a 
hit with a lot of  people,” says YRFN’s 
Jessica Tong. “There is a lot of  interest 
throughout COVID with gardening, 
growing your food, and obviously with 
people working in their own gardens. 
We have a good variety of  workshops, a 
screening of  a documentary with a panel 
discussion afterwards, and things like 
that really get people interested. If  they 
are not so into the garden side of  things, 
we have had preservation workshops, 
how to re-use your coffee grounds, and 
we even had a bio-artist who presented 
her work with microbes in the mud, the 
soil and how she made that into artwork. 

“We really tried to reach out to as 
diverse a group as possible with all of  
our topics and I think that really helped 
to bring as many people as possible in.”

The Learning Hub has also gone a 
long way in dispelling many of  the myths 
and misconceptions that swirl around 
composting, including one Ms. Greavette 
says is fostered from residents all the 
way up to elected officials: that outdoor 
composters are not well-maintained, 
stink, attract pests and are otherwise a 
“negative for the community.”

“That is something we have heard 
again and again,” she says. “I think 
through the workshops we have done 
a good job of  encouraging people to 
understand composters in a different 
way. If  it does attract rodents, it means 
the composter is not being maintained 
as well. If  it is outrageously smelly, that 
means there is a problem.

“What we have been doing is 
troubleshooting so if  people are 
experiencing any of  these symptoms in 
their composters, we have videos, we 
have facilitators, staff  who are there to 
help people walk through that, and a 
lot of  the education is just letting people 
know that yes, we all make mistakes 
as we strive to reduce our waste, but 
it is learning from those mistakes and 
carrying it forward.

Although the Compost Learning Hub 
will continue virtually for the remainder 
of  2021, YRFN Executive Director 
Kate Greavette says they are hopeful 
participants will able to get their hands 
dirty together in 2022.

“We will be offering tours of  our 
demonstration site where people can 

either have a guided or self-guided tour 
and we will be looking at opportunities 
to really engage young kids and young 
families,” says Ms. Greavette. “There 
could be scavenger hunts or different 
opportunities for people to do some 
self-learning within the space as well. 
We’ll also be offering some hands-on in-
person training and that can be things 
like making your own vermicomposter 
(composting with help from worms), to 
making a do-it-yourself  gift. 

“We’re looking to have a really wide 
mix of  engagement strategy to fit every 
single age and demographic.”

What they have come up with so far 
for the virtual realm, however, has proved 
to fit every single age and demographic 
as well.

“We’re so fortunate to have such a 
diversity of  cultures in this area and 
what we have learned throughout all of  
our food programming is every single 
ethno-cultural group has different ways 
of  understanding localities, seasonality, 
food waste and food practices,” says 
Ms. Greavette. “One of  the things that 
regardless of  who the presenters are, 
regardless of  staff, regardless of  who 
is at the table, having that diversity of  
cultures really allows these conversations 
to flourish. Something I do having 
grown up in Aurora might be in a 
different context than someone who has 
grown up somewhere in Japan. We find 
that offers a really good base… to foster 
engagements and also learn from one 
another.”

Upcoming learning opportunities 
from the York Region Food Network 
include a workshop this Tuesday, 
September 21, from 1 – 2 p.m. on 
Garlic in the Garden: how to plant and 
maintain your garlic, as well as how 
to harness its powers in the kitchen. 
Further opportunities include a session 
on October 5 on putting the garden “to 
bed” and closing it for the season.

For more information, visit yrfn.ca.

The area by the 
train tracks on Yonge 
Street has been 
problematic for more 
than a decade.

The high 
groundwater table 
consistently damages 
the road pavement 
structure and has led to 
the sinkholes forming 
in the road. Last year, York Region 
started a project to reconstruct and 
improve this section of  Yonge Street to 
prevent damage to the road.

When construction began in May 
2020, contractors soon found traces of  
zinc in the construction site requiring 
York Region to stop work and obtain 
approvals from the Ministry of  the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks 
(MECP). Working closely with York 
Region, staff  from the MECP reviewed 
the project and advised the work could 
resume.

Construction resumed in November 
2020; however, the contractor 
encountered much larger than expected 
volumes of  groundwater. The contractor 
was not able to sufficiently lower the 
groundwater table to the level required 
for construction work to proceed.

That brings us to today, and I know 
that, over the last little while, no work 
has been taking place and this has 
been frustrating for residents. However, 

residents may not be 
aware that while this 
pause in construction 
was occurring, York 
Region investigated 
how best to remove 
the large amounts of  
groundwater from the 
site on a continuous 
basis both during and 
after construction.

The result is a revised plan to install 
drainage facilities at a shallower depth, 
which will address the problem of  
sinkholes in the short- to medium-term.

The good news is that this work is 
anticipated to begin in the coming weeks 
and to be completed this fall.

So  – yes –  you will see workers on 
site very soon and we will be back to 
a fully open road that will be new and 
improved.

Through my many conversations 
with York Region, they recognize this 
work has taken longer than expected and 
has been disruptive to the community. 
They wanted to thank all residents, 
motorists and local businesses for their 
patience and understanding throughout 
this project and are committed to get 
this done ASAP.

As always, I encourage residents and 
businesses to reach out to me at any time 
either by phone 905-727-3123 ext 4746, 
email at tmrakas@aurora.ca, through 
social media or in-person.

Rosa of the York Region Food Network is pictured 
leading a workshop. 

Contributed photo
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Sisko (Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill) who said that Liberal leader Justin 
Trudeau, as Prime Minister, has created 

a deficit that has ballooned beyond any 
of  his predecessors. 

“We need to move forward 
responsibly because that is why housing 
is so expensive, because the Canadian 
dollar has been debased,” he said. 
“Now, a house is $1 million – not for 
our parents though. The Canadian 
Dollar needs to be restored. We need to 
really hone in on what it means to pay 
down this deficit. We as the PPC need 
to hold taxes as it is. Moving forward, 
our first mandate will be to lower taxes 
– for everyone, for business, for income. 
It is insulting to go out and say this 
administration hasn’t been completely 
reckless with our money that we have 
earned collectively.” 

While the Liberal candidates 
would go on to challenge this idea 
of  “recklessness”, next up to speak 
was Newmarket-Aurora independent 
candidate Dorian Baxter who said 
tackling the deficit would be his first 
priority if  elected.

“It is a situation whereby our 
children’s children and their children 
are going to be enslaved,” said Baxter. 
“The time has come for all of  us to 
stand on guard for this country of  ours 
financially.”

Libertarian candidate Serge 
Korovitsyn (Aurora-Oak Ridges- 

Richmond Hill) said he was for small 
government and said a way to lower the 
debt would be to “fire 90 per cent of  the 
government ministries and government 
offices.”

“We have been, as a country, creating 
more ministries, more government 
employees and everything can be 
run by the private sector,” he said. 
“Once we do that, we have to stop our 
government babysitting everyone and 
getting into the lives of  the citizens of  
Canada.”

Following the Libertarian candidate, 
Liberal candidate Leah Taylor Roy 
(Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill) 
took the PPC candidate’s claims head-
on, stating the incumbent government 
tackled “the largest economic crisis” 
to face the country since the Great 
Depression and “had Canadians’ 
backs.”

“We went into debt for Canadians 
who couldn’t do it,” she said. “You 
were criticizing this – would you have 
let people go hungry? Would you have 
let all these small businesses fail? We 
had to do this. We did the right thing 
by taking this on. The money wasn’t 
squandered. The money was spent and 
we already see our economy starting 
to come back, our jobs returning more 
quickly, because we did keep money in 
the economy.”

Added Newmarket-Aurora Liberal 
candidate Tony Van Bynen: “The 
hardship our economy has suffered 
over the last 18 months has never been 
seen before. A responsible government 
is one that makes sure we look after our 
citizens, we look after our businesses… 
those that feel we shouldn’t have done 
anything are only reflecting that they 
truly do not understand the scale and 
the scope of  this country and the values 
we stand for. I am not one to turn my 
back on those values.”

Closing out this debate issue were 
Aurora’s two NDP candidates – Yvonne 
Kelly of  Newmarket-Aurora and 
Janice Hagan of  Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill – and Newmarket-
Aurora Green Party candidate Tim 
Flemming.

Kelly said she agreed with Taylor 
Roy and Van Bynen, and asked a 
provocative question of  the other party 
candidates: “I would like to know what 
people would have done if  they had 
been in power and who they would 

have let die?”
“I think that deficits and debt are 

also not something that we just arrive at 
as a result of  the pandemic,” she said. 
“Part of  what we haven’t looked at is 
revenue sources. The NDP have said 
the weight of  this pandemic cannot be 
borne on the back of  those who have 
been hit hardest. We need to raise 
revenues and not cut our programs and 
services. For many years, we have been 
told by Liberals and Conservatives 
both that if  we hand out tax cuts to 
corporations that will translate into 
business investment and good jobs, and 
that just doesn’t happen. We’re talking 
about a fiscally responsible approach, 
which is to bring back the corporate 
tax rate to pre-2010 levels, raise the top 
marginal tax levels just over $200,000 
by two points, and add a wealth tax 
in. We also saw corporations in this 
country become $78 billion richer in 
the last year and a half  since the first 
lockdown. That is insane and it is not 
okay.”

Added Hagan: “We go into debt to 
get a house, we go into debt to put our 
kids through university or college, we go 
into debt to build a better future. I have 
been hearing for the last 40 – 50 years 
people telling us that our children will 
be slaves. It is 50 years later and it is not 
true. The economy has to keep moving 
and the best way to do that is a fair tax 
system. Business used to pay 2/3 of  the 
taxes and individuals just about 30 years 
ago paid the other third and now it is 
like 80-20 in favour of  business. It is just 
outrageous that they come here and get 
free health care for their workers, free 
training, all the benefits that they don’t 
have to pay for, and yet move to another 
country as quick as they can if  they can 
do it cheaper.”

Flemming agreed that the deficit was 
“on an extremely high rate” before the 
pandemic.

“It is our kids and it is our grandkids. 
That’s why an old guy like me is sitting 
here very, very concerned. We are on 
the cusp of  a real difficult situation. 
The Bank of  Canada continues to 
look at their navel because they have 
to, because we are sitting at a one per 
cent rate. When that changes, forget the 
discussion around inflation and housing 
– that damages us significantly.”

For further coverage of  the Aurora Chamber’s 
All Candidates Meeting, visit theauroran.com.

Candidates spar over COVID spending  
in Chamber debate

DAY OF ACTION – Ahead of the September 20 Federal Election, York Region climate 
activists spent September 8 participating in Canada is on Fire: A National Day of Action. The 
demonstration demanded politicians take “climate emergency action” including a “moratorium 
on new fossil fuel expansion and enact a sweeping transition.” 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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delmanor.com

Wednesday September 22nd - 2:30 pm

The Golden Era Live Concert in the Bandshell  
of The Aurora Town Park with Kid Crooner 

Join Delmanor Aurora when they host Kid Crooner. He will be 
performing the classic’s from the Golden Era. Door Prize to be won, 
please bring your own lawn chair and your dancing shoes!

Covid-19 pre-cautions in place, please social distance and wear a mask.

Kid Crooner 

RSVP to Keri or Julie by September 21st (905) 503-9505.

Hosted at Town Park - Bandshell
49 Wells St., Aurora

Canada’s standing in the world highlighted in final heat of election

Depending on who you ask, Canada’s 
standing in the world has either flourished 
or diminished over the last few years.

In this, our final topic to Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill and Newmarket-
Aurora candidates of  the 2021 Federal 
Election, we invited individuals hoping to 
be Aurora’s next Members of  Parliament 
to look at the current state of  Canada’s 
place on the international stage.

AURORA-OAK 
RIDGES-RICHMOND HILL

From the perspective of  NDP candidate 
Janice Hagen, Canada has been consistently 
praised for its quality of  life (affordability, 
education, jobs, income equality, safety and 
health care) and has consistently ranked 
at or near the top of  all the nations in the 
world. 

That being said, however, while “social 
programs are obviously making a big 
difference” and we’re “privileged to live 
in a large, resource-rich country”, Canada 
is also “number one in the production of  
waste, number five in electricity use and 
number seven for carbon emissions.”

“Yes, we are privileged but we are 
squandering that privilege,” says Hagan. 
“We must do more to keep Earth as #1 for 
the best planet to live on. We need to keep 
our emission reduction promises to the rest 
of  the world and start sooner. More than 
most countries, we have the money and 
technology to be innovative and do better. 
This will create jobs and secure a future for 
generations to come. 

“We also need a strong and 
[principled] foreign policy based on 
human rights, global peace and security. 
As climate change advances, more land 
will become uninhabitable and this will 
be even more important. We will need 
to increase international aid, alleviating 
poverty and food insecurity, developing 
Canada and other countries with green 
infrastructure. Canada is not an island. Our 
survival and standard of  life is tied to all 
other countries, whether we like it or not.”

Conservative candidate Leona Alleslev, 
however, has a very different perspective, 
stating “Canada has never been more 
alone.”

“The outcome of  Canada’s bid for a seat 
on the UN Security Council must serve as 
a wake-up call,” she says. “Canada’s quick 
and decisive loss is a reflection of  the world’s 
report card on Canada’s current place and 
standing under this Liberal government. 
The world needs more Canada, so why did 
the world say, ‘no thanks’?”

Canada’s economy, she says, “may soon 
fall out of  the Top 10”, and she notes that 
the renegotiation of  NAFTA left Canada 
worse off  with “managed” trade rather 
than “free” trade.

“At the same time, Canadians are proud 
to be a nation that defends the rule of  law 
and human rights including LGBTQ+ 
rights, but Trudeau compromised these 
core Canadian values by failing to condemn 
anti-gay laws in Senegal and Uganda or 
challenge authoritarian regimes for their 
blatant disregard for the rule of  law.

“Canada has been known for “punching 
above our weight” but since 2015 the 

number of  Canadian peacekeepers and 
peace-keeping missions has fallen to its 
lowest number in 60 years. Canada is among 
the lowest NATO defence contributors and 
our allies have threatened to stop sharing 
critical intelligence since Trudeau has failed 
to ban Huawei.”

Canada’s “declining international status 
is of  grave concern” and Canada must 
change with a changing world, she says. 

“The Conservative Canada’s Recovery 
Plan will advance the national interests 
of  Canada, with every decision on 
the world stage prioritizing: security and 
sovereignty of  Canadians; prosperity of  
our people and our partners; and the 
democratic values that define us. Canada’s 
Conservatives will adopt a foreign policy 
that seeks new and strengthened alliances 
with democratic allies and economic 
partners who share our values. We will 
establish a Canadian National Interest 
Council to implement our long-term 
security and economic priorities and 
grow Canadian strategic and economic 
influence. We will take a principle-based 
approach with the Chinese Communist 
Party, standing with the Chinese people 
and promoting greater freedom for them.  
We will be unwavering champions for 
human rights, dignity, and transparency. 
In cooperation with our Five Eyes allies, 
we will build Canadian capabilities to 
contribute to foreign intelligence focusing 
on closing current gaps in understanding 
international threats of  economic coercion, 
digital threats, and foreign interference. 
Canada’s Conservatives will make capacity 
building, economic reconciliation, and 
sovereignty expression core priorities of  our 
approach to the North.”

Liberal candidate Leah Taylor Roy says 
her party’s government has “worked hard” 
over the last six years to establish Canada 
as a world leader – “and that status was 
elevated over the course of  the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

“We weathered this storm better than 
most, and that’s no accident,” she says. 
“We rolled out one of  the most successful 
vaccination campaigns in the world, with 
almost 85% of  eligible people vaccinated 
with their first dose and over 75% fully 
vaccinated - ahead of  schedule. We took a 
leading role in galvanizing the international 
response to the pandemic, including 
mobilizing over $2.5 billion in international 
assistance and facilitating the donation of  
40 million doses to vulnerable populations 
through COVAX. We also made 
investments in international assistance 
to help trusted partners on the ground 
working to fight COVID-19 across the 
globe, helping to ensure equitable access 
to vaccines, as the Liberal government 
continues working to build a better and 
more resilient world.”

The world’s eyes, she says, are on Canada 
now and “We need to continue leveraging 
that.”

“Our Liberal government will continue 
to advance Canada’s interests abroad, 
including to further sustainable development 
and address the impacts of  climate change, 
and to promote the Canadian values of  
peace, freedom, democracy, and human 
rights as we move forward in a time 
of  global uncertainty. More than ever, 
Canada believes that multilateralism is the 

way forward and the Liberal government 
will continue to be actively engaged on the 
world stage in order to address the global 
challenges that we face.”

NEWMARKET-AURORA
Liberal candidate Tony Van Bynen says 

Canada is “generally viewed as a leader 
on issues like climate change, economic 
equality and other issues that impact 
anyone.” While Canada is the smallest 
member of  the G7, he says Canada plays 
an “important role in the world.”

“We’ve led global efforts to phase out 
coal and end the use of  child soldiers, for 
example,” he says. “Leaders like Presidents 
Obama and Biden, President Macron, 
and Chancellor Merkel have all spoken 
about how important it is to have Canada’s 
voice at the table, and about how much 
they value Mr. Trudeau’s leadership, in 
particular. The suggestion from some of  
the folks on the blue team that Canada’s 
standing in the world has been diminished 
is nonsense, in my view.

“It’s important that we continue to 
use our voice to speak up about things 
like environmental protection, inequality, 
protecting refugees, and other issues that 
we can play an outsized role on. We’ll 
obviously never carry the same weight 
as countries like the United States or the 
United Kingdom, but when Canada 
speaks, people listen, and it’s important that 
we use that voice as often as we can.”

Conservative candidate Harold Kim, on 
the other hand, offers a different viewpoint, 
stating that under the leadership of  Justin 
Trudeau, Canada has “lost the respect of  
international allies.”

“Our country has a wealth of  natural 
resources but our tax rates drive investment 
out of  the country and jobs flock south,” 
said Kim. “When other countries decide 
to pull out of  agreements, provinces are 
decimated and the effects are felt across 
the country. And when our citizens travel 
abroad to do business or help our troops, 
we are powerless to help them get out, 
fawning behind others and they are left to 
languish either in prison or hiding in fear 
of  their lives.

“We need to restore a strong, credible, 
principled leadership with a reputation 
for delivering on its promises. Canada 
needs to get its own house in order - have 
an emergency plan, restore provincial 
relationships, get the economy back on 
track and invest in Canada and Canadians. 
When the world sees a rapid recovery plan 
enacted and Canada, revitalized, refusing 
to deal with corrupt regimes, we will be 
able to hold our heads high again at G7 
meetings and on the world stage. Because 
the world will know Canada is a country 
that puts its people first, understands the 
wealth of  natural resources, including its 
talented people, has integrity in its decision-
making and a plan for our future.”

NDP candidate Yvonne Kelly says 
Canadians are “proud of  our role in the 
world and want a government that will 
make the right choices to help people, 
particularly the most vulnerable.”

At the same time, however, she says that 
under successive Conservative and Liberal 
governments, Canada is “often on the 
wrong side of  important global issues.”

“Under the current government, even as 
we face unprecedented global challenges, 

Canadian international assistance 
spending has fallen to the lowest levels in 50 
years, and this threatens our credibility as a 
global leader on humanitarian issues,” she 
says. “As a nation, we also have a number 
of  things in our own house to get in order 
such as our failure to enact honest truth and 
reconciliation efforts with our Indigenous 
Peoples and our inadequate commitments 
to Canadians on issues of  income inequality, 
food security, housing and homelessness.”

In addition to addressing ongoing issues 
for Indigenous peoples, the NDP will look 
at “how we as a country have failed on 
meeting our UN commitments to food 
security and housing for Canadians.

“We will restore Canada’s commitment 
to international aid by increasing our 
international development assistance 
contribution to 0.7 per cent of  our Gross 
National Income,” she says. “We must stand 
up to China with a strong and coherent 
strategy to defend Canadian interests at 
home and abroad. New Democrats will 
call out human rights abuses by China, 
stand with Hong Kong pro-democracy 
asylum seekers, and provide support for 
those facing threats by Chinese entities here 
in Canada.

“Under an NDP government, 
Canada will be a force for peace. We will 
support nuclear disarmament, recommit 
to peacekeeping, and make sure that 
Canadian-made weapons are not fuelling 
conflict and human rights abuses abroad. 
Recognizing the right to live in safety and 
security, we will work towards a just and 
lasing two-state solution between Israel and 
Palestine that respects human rights and 
upholds international law. Canada must 
also take a global leadership role in helping 
low-income countries deal with the impacts 
of  climate change. This should include 
climate financing to help protect the people 
who are most vulnerable as well as living up 
to new, robust emissions reductions targets 
at home.”

From the perspective of  Green Party 
candidate Tim Flemming, Canada has 
a role “to demonstrate the strength of  
a representative democracy that can be 
admired the world over.”

“This government can be dually 
attentive to the needs of  their own citizens 
and demands throughout the planet with 
responsible planning and care,” he says. 
“Regrettably, partisan decision-making 
and a significant leadership void has 
damaged our position relative to many 
of  our fellow global citizens. Our actions, 
through a series of  mandates, has led to 
an erosion in faith that Canada can be a 
country to count on.

“Canada can return and exceed their 
prior lofty-perceived position through a 
number of  acts. However, first and foremost, 
in any theatre, we must think deeply what 
we say we can do, ‘and then simply do it.’ 
This comes down to leadership: the will 
and insight to reasoned decision, the bold 
will to act, and, most important, leaders 
that apply an integrity lens to all of  their 
work.  Citizens do not expect perfection, 
but intent, thought and truisms. Specifically, 
with our natural resources like fresh water, 
unparalleled diverse human force and 
a democratic engaging spirit, Canada, 
including York Region can make a huge 
difference well into the next century.”
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Hillary House Ball

EDITION

Saturday October 23

2021

Virtual Event

 When Saturday October 23, 2021

 Where At YOUR House!

 Tickets $89.25 per person 

You’ll enjoy— 
a delicious culinary package delivered to your home,  
exciting entertainment through our event link,  
an inside virtual look at Hillary House,  
a stunning online auction and more!

TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
visit our website,  

call or scan this QR code!

Hillary House National Historic Site
15372 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 1N8 
905-727-8991                           www.aurorahs.com

Gift in Kind  Gift in Kind  
SponsorsSponsors

Allegra Printing

Auroran

Silver SponsorsSilver Sponsors

Condor Properties

Delmanor Aurora

Gibson Group

Magna International

Eric McCartney,  
Century 21

Artistic Dance Studio

Mosley Street Music

Food in Motion

Bronze SponsorsBronze Sponsors

BDO Canada LLP

Laurion Law

McLaren Doors

Westview Golf Club

Roberts & Company,  
CPA

Title SponsorTitle Sponsor

Friends of 
RON WALLACE

Event PartnersEvent Partners

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

Meet the Candidates: Leona Alleslev, Conservative

In her third Federal election 
campaign, Conservative candidate 
Leona Alleslev has noticed something 
different on the campaign trail: a 
wave of  emotion from many residents 
as soon as they open the door.

“They are feeling fatigue,” says 
Ms. Alleslev. “They are feeling 
worried. There are still a lot of  
people who are struggling with the 
uncertainty, with the challenges that 
have resulted from COVID [and 
voting] is one more thing for them to 
try and deal with, manage, and think 
about.”

When she’s face to face with these 
voters, the incumbent candidate says 
she encourages everyone to realize 
“this is the opportunity to shape the 
future direction of  the nation,” a 
future she would very much like to 
be a part of  as Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill’s next Member of  
Parliament.

“The reason I got into politics 
in the first place was because I am 
actually quite concerned with the 
future of  the country and being able 
to protect the things we have and 
shape the future for the world as it 
changes, and our place in it,” she says. 
“That is even more true today than 
it was six or seven years ago when 
I started. If  the constituents [of  the 
riding] are still willing to place their 
trust in me, then I believe I still have 
a contribution that I can make to the 
future that citizens and the country 
hope that we can achieve.”

As she enters the home stretch of  
the 2021 Federal Election campaign, 
one which culminates in Election 
Day on Monday, she says she is 
proud to take the Conservative 
Party’s platform to the electorate. 
It is a platform she says she has had 
the opportunity to influence and 
one plank she says she is particularly 
proud of  is addressing climate 
change.

“I think it hits exactly the right 
balance between makings sure 
that Canada can be contributing 
to addressing urgently climate 
change and doing our part as global 
citizens, but also encouraging other 
countries to meet some of  the 
highest environmental standards 
that Canada has, and to lead the 
way on that,” she says. “I am proud 
of  our mental health and long-term 
care [strategies]; I think COVID has 
shown that different provinces have 

different standards of  care and we 
collectively decided as Canadians 
that we wanted a minimum universal 
standard for health care so that it 
didn’t matter where you lived in 
the country you were able to access 
the same level of  care. To now talk 
about mental health supports and 
protections, as well as standards for 
seniors in long-term care homes into 
the Canada Health Act, I think that 
is really important.”

Physical and mental health is a key 
theme Ms. Alleslev says she has been 
hearing from residents, along with 
issues of  precarious employment. 
A conversation needs to be had, 
she says, on how to increase the 
number of  quality jobs, not simply 
the quantity, particularly addressing 
contract workers or those who may 
not have any hours to work in a given 
week.

“Zero hours in a week for me 
doesn’t mean that you have a job 
but we have to work to be able to 
communicate that and to do more so 
that people have not only employment 
but quality employment,” she says.

Quality manufacturing is also a 
top-of-mind concern for Ms. Alleslev 
who comes into the race as a retired 
member of  the Royal Canadian Air 
Force, and with a background in 
procurement in both the public and 
private sectors.

“Canadians are very proud of  being 
able to punch above our weight,” she 
says. “For the pandemic to show that 
we’re not actually able to look after 
ourselves as we thought [in areas of  
health, critical goods manufacturing, 
food supply and information 
systems] has had a significant impact 
on our psyche and I have heard it at 
the doors. To be able to look at some 
critical things, investing in domestic 
manufacturing and that, in turn, 

offering more quality of  jobs, and in 
turn addressing the Consumer Price 
Index and affordability of  life, that 
is really resonating at the doors as 
well.”

A topic which has been a passion 
for her in previous campaigns has 
been comprehensive tax reform and 
that is still close to her heart as she 
works to make sure Aurora’s south 
riding stays a Conservative blue. 
If  she is re-elected to the House of  
Commons, this will be an area of  
focus as part of  Erin O’Toole’s team.

“Leaders are important, teams 
are important, ideas are important 
and the ability to get things done is 
also important,” says Ms. Alleslev 
on why Conservative leader O’Toole 
is the right person to lead Canada 
in a new parliament. “We’re 
lucky that we have a leader who 
can lead, a team of  competent, 
wise, experienced candidates and 
Members of  Parliament to support 
that, an incredibly well-thought-out, 
detailed, balanced, costed plan and 
a commitment and a track record 
of  actually getting things done as 
opposed to merely talking about it 
and then not being able to.”

As she looks back on the first few 
weeks of  the election campaign, Ms. 
Alleslev says the Conservative party 
has been branded by other parties 
“in a way that is not an accurate 
reflection of  the party.” They are a 
party, she says, that is a reflection 
of  the Canadian population – 
“inclusive” and “celebrating the 
diversity of  all the communities 
in our country and what they have 
brought to us in the past and what 
contributions they will make in the 
future.”

“Your voice does matter and please 
get out,” she says. “Our country is 
worth it and our future is worth it.”

Conservative candidate Leona Alleslev is pictured 
at the Aurora Cenotaph on Friday. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Aurora Tigers home opener free of charge October 1
By Robert Belardi 

The Aurora Tigers have provided fans 
an incentive that is totally irresistible: the 
home opener on Friday, October 1 against 
the Stouffville Spirit is completely free of  
charge. 

“We’re allowed 500 people opening 
night, which is 50 per cent of  the stadium. 
My wife and I are welcoming everybody 
back so we thought we would put a free 
event on for the town, for the kids and say 
come and enjoy a Friday night back in the 
hockey arena,” said Team Governor of  
the Aurora Tigers Jim Thomson.

“We’re giving away to the first 300 
people a Tigers t-shirt. Just happy to be 
back.” 

Howard Jewellers, located right on 
Yonge Street in Newmarket, will be the 
head sponsor for opening night. They 
assisted the Aurora Tigers in covering costs 
for the evening to make this event possible. 

“Thank you to Sam at Howard’s 
Jewellers for doing that. It makes our 
job way easier in giving back to the 

community.” 
Thomson says he is very excited to 

introduce his new team to the local 
community, one that is vastly different 
from last season. 

In his seventh year as owner, he says 
they are blessed and happy to be back in 
the rink and doing what they love. 

In more recent news, the Aurora Tigers 
announced the signing of  new goaltending 
coach to the staff, David Goverde. 

Goverde was selected 91 overall in the 
1990 NHL Entry Draft by the Los Angeles 
Kings.

The former teammates came to an easy 
agreement when meeting.

Thomson remembers him as an 
excellent man with a resume that simply 
speaks for itself.

Goverde appeared in the OHL for the 
Windsor Compuware Spitfires and the 
Sudbury Wolves before reaching the NHL. 

He went on to make appearances in the 
IHL, NHL, AHL, CoHL, ECHL, WCHL 
and WHA2 respectively. 

With this latest addition to the club, he 

becomes the third member of  staff  with 
prior NHL experience. Head coach Greg 
Johnston was a former Toronto Maple 
Leafs and Boston Bruins forward. 

“A lot of  knowledge there. When I say 
knowledge and experience, it’s to help 
these kids and put them in good positions.” 

The Tigers and the OJHL, which had 
undergone a season-long hiatus, finally 
return to the ice in what will be a vital 
season for the league. 

Following many attempts to get back to 
the ice last season, the OJHL continued 
to run into roadblocks due to provincial 
restrictions. 

But now, Thomson said, for mental 
health purposes, this season is huge. 

“These kids didn’t ask to have their life 
taken away. None of  us did. I know when 
I played hockey, if  you took hockey away 
from me, I would have been devastated. 
To have everything come back to us is truly 
amazing.” 

The Tigers, took on the Spirit in two 
exhibition games over the weekend.

On Friday, the boys defeated the Spirit 
5-2 and earned a thrilling overtime victory 
on Saturday night 3-2. 

To register for a ticket to enter the 
building October 1, please register you 
and/or your family by clicking the link 
in the club’s Instagram biography. Please 
search @tigersjra.

By Robert Belardi 

Alvaro Rivero’s lightning struck twice 
as York United earned a disappointing 
draw against HFX Wanderers and an 
exhilarating victory against Forge FC. 

In a tale of  the good, the bad and the 
ugly, York, who have just one win in their 
last five CPL matches, were left without 
a choice but to defeat Forge following 
their last-minute collapse in Halifax. 

Diyyaedine Abzi got the lads on the 
board thanks to a crafty set-piece and a 
goalkeeping error that had York looking 
confident.

Just 12 minutes after scoring the 
opening goal, German forward Julian 
Ulbricht finished tucked in the second 
goal thanks to a neat through ball from 
Michael Petrasso. 

Subsequently, York United found 

themselves in horror as defender Jordan 
Wilson conceded what looked like two 
weak penalties that put HFX back into 
the game in the final ten minutes.

In the 90th minute, a deflected kick 
from goalkeeper Christian Oxner fell 
to the feet of  Spanish forward Alvaro 
Rivero and the Madrid native fired it 
home from half  to give The Nine Stripes 
the lead ahead of  the final whistle. 

But a strong surge from HFX in the 
end and an own goal from Abzi led to 
York’s demise as the lads ended in a 3-3 
draw. 

When asked post game on closing out 
games, head coach Jimmy Brennan said 
they have been working on it. 

“We did work at it. To concede two 
penalties that quick, the first one Jordan 
doesn’t need to go in. Player is going 

York United one win and one draw,  
sit fifth in the league

C
o

n
tr

ib
u

te
d

 p
h

o
to



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 16, 2021Page  12

The diverse cultures that make up Aurora were out in full force on Saturday 
as the Town hosted the Aurora Multicultural Festival at Town Park. (Top) 
Panwar Music & Dance Productions represented South Asian cultures. 
(Second Row) The Festival provided an opportunity for residents to get up 
close and personal with wildlife native to a variety of continents including, 
from left, Finlay with a silvery-cheeked hornbill, a skunk, and a sugar 
glider. (Third Row) The Norman Dance Company represented the culture 
of China while the Flamenco Festival Dancers added a Spanish flare to the 
proceedings. (Forth Row) The Hawaiian Pacific Magic Dance Ensemble. (Fifth 
Row) The Spice Island Performers. (Sixth Row) SanulNori Canadian-Korean 
Drummers. The Wonderful World of Circus. (Seventh Row) The Brazilian 
moves of Hips Don’t Lie bookend dancers representing the traditions and 
folklore of Mexico. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Multicultural Spectacular at Town Park
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Newmarket-Aurora
Meet the Candidates: Tim Flemming – Green Party of Canada

As a resident of  Aurora and Newmarket 
for more than 35 years, Tim Flemming 
has raised his family here, is seeing his 
grandchildren flourish, and is taking an 
active role in fighting for the change he 
wants to see as Newmarket-Aurora’s Green 
Party candidate in the September 20 
Federal Election.

Heading door to door in the final heat 
of  the campaign, he is doing so with a 
particular focus on climate change. In the 
last election, it was an “important” issue for 
the community, but things have changed 
over the past 20 months.

“What has become a very important 
issue is now an imperative,” he says. “The 
platform of  the Green Party is the most 
aggressive and assertive in addressing a 
very severe condition for the country, for 
the world, and right here at home.”

The Green Party’s plan is, he says, a 
“very well-balanced, well-thought out” 
platform that he is proud to take to local 
voters – and integral to the climate platform 
is an emphasis on the “renewal economy.”

“Places like Newmarket, Aurora, and 
Richmond Hill are uniquely positioned to 
actually be leaders in this space,” he says. 
“We certainly have a lot of  very bright 
minds, a reasonably progressive thinking, 
we have some interesting technology 
[developments] going on and renewable 
platforms already. We have a healthy and 
educated workforce and the conversion to a 
renewable energy economy is going to take 
all of  those factors. 

“I think we can make a real difference 
and not only establish some exceptionally 
good jobs for a lot of  the young folks out 
there. I think we have a chance to be a 
leader in hydroelectric transportation.”

Aurora and Newmarket are communities 
that have grown rapidly and are on track to 
continue to do so. Growth is not something 

Mr. Flemming says he opposes, but it 
is something that could be done “more 
efficiently” in terms of  construction to 
address both environmental and cost 
factors.

“Folks are very much concerned about 
the disparity of  housing and in costs,” he 
says, touting a National Housing Strategy 
that will go towards addressing these 
concerns. “In many ways, we do have 
the same homelessness challenges to a 
lesser degree in Town. We do have people 
who need help and, to me, that is what a 
government – and governing – is all about. 
While we’re also going to build them, I 
think we need to reassess. About two years 
ago, the government of  the day installed 
the stress test and this has made it extremely 
difficult [as] the math says it almost cuts the 
value of  someone investing and starting a 
home in half. It is worthy to take a look at 
that.”

Immediate action, he adds, must be 
taken on Canada’s recovery from COVID. 
Mr. Flemming personally believes strongly 
in double vaccinations, but he said he 
also respects the choice of  individuals on 
vaccines, rapid testing and masking. 

“When people live together, they also 
have to share the space,” he says. “We 
have to protect individuals [but] there is a 
balance. There probably needs to be some 
level of  sustained continued fiscal support 
from the government.”

That being said, however, he says some 
supports need to be reassessed.

“Long-term, I have a lot of  faith in our 
community, in our folks, in our employees, 
and I believe generally in people,” he says. 
“I don’t believe people are malingerers; 
people aren’t aspiring to operate at the 
$10.50 an hour they’re going to get from 
CERB. They want to get back in their 
community, put food on the table, and we 

need to continue but wean off  of  it.”
A “financial guy” by day, Mr. Flemming 

says he is conscious of  the issue of  
affordability beyond housing and CERB, 
straight down to families putting food on 
the table and gassing up to get where they 
need to go. 

“I don’t think we need government 
intervention, but we do need to have 
potentially the right stimulus or the right 
support around background things,” he 
said, making specific reference to supply 
chain and transportation elements. “Maybe 
there is a slight lift in short-term taxation 
relief, but I do know that more problematic 
of  many things is we have gone through a 
decade of  less than two per cent inflation; 
our economy has not developed to run a 
3.5 or 4 per cent. That will be a challenge.”

All too often it is said that a vote for the 
Green Party is essentially throwing your 
vote away, a notion that Mr. Flemming says 
he often encounters – and counters – at the 
door. 

“I highly value my vote – my personal 
vote and the joy and honour of  being 
in a democracy like Canada,” he says. 
“You make the choice that works most 
appropriately for you – matches your 
morals, your values…and you don’t walk 
a mile in one step but move in the right 
direction. The Green Party doesn’t exist 
solely to be able to have the necessary 170+ 
seats. It would be wonderful if  [party leader] 
Annamie Paul could, but the reality is we 
have a role and responsibility to continue to 
educate, to highlight, and make our elected 
officials, whoever they be, accountable. 

“In Canada, in our current democracy, 
accountability comes on September 20. 
Honour your choice, do what you think is 
appropriate, and I always think wherever 
you place your vote, I never see it as a 
throwaway.”

Newmarket-Aurora Green Party candidate Tim Flemming. 
Contributed photo
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At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, but if you want to 

be there when they do...advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory      

Call 905-727-3300   Ext. 102 to book your ad

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

30 yrs. experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 ext. 102

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

CSDA will be offering classes in September
By Robert Belardi 

The Canadian Speech and Debate 
Academy will finally be launching their 
classes virtually since the business was 
founded a year ago. 

Aurora native and 2016 World Debating 
and Public Speaking Champion Natalie 
Ganzhorn co-founded the business with 
British Columbia’s Top Speaker in 2016 
Jay McCauley. 

McCauley and Ganzhorn have known 
each other since meeting each other 
through public speaking. Having been 
friends for eight years since the Junior 
National Championships, McCauley is a 
senior coach and Ganzhorn is the head 
coach at the academy. 

Classes will be launching this September 
to coincide with the beginning of  the school 
year. 

“I’ve had so many incredible 
opportunities come out of  speech and 
debate,” Ganzhorn said. “I started this 

academy to be able to teach that skill to the 
next generation of  young speakers and to 
really help young people recognize what a 
valuable life skill public speaking really is.”

Ganzhorn, who is also two-time 
Junior National Champion and two-
time International Champion, says the 
academy will be offering both private 
and public lessons to those interested. 
These lessons will range all the way from 
the fundamentals of  public speaking to 
the advanced private lessons needed for 
competitive speakers. 

Classes will be offered on a monthly 
basis every Saturday. Everything is going 
to be virtual right now until both she and 
McCauley can open up in-person learning 
in Toronto and across the GTA. 

“It can be a fantastic stepping stool into 
getting into top tier universities or private 
high schools. These are a group of  kids 
that seek out the coaching that we give,” 
Ganzhorn said. 

“The other group of  kids that need to 

THINGS 
You Ought To Know

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. for 

the Aurora Farmers’ Market. With strict COVID-19 
protocols in place, the Market vendors are excited 
to welcome residents and customers once again. 
For more information, visit theaurorafarmersmarket.
com.

* * * * 
Break out your fascinators, it’s Tea Time! Treat 

yourself to a delicious afternoon tea with a harvest 
twist at the 2nd Annual Victorian Harvest Tea on 
September 18, hosted by the Aurora Historical 
Society on the beautiful, tree-lined grounds at Hillary 
House National Historic Site. In addition to your pot 
of tea, sandwiches, scones, and desserts, enjoy a free 
tour of Hillary House to learn about the unique history 
of this beautiful National Historic Site in Aurora. Pick 
from two seatings: 12.30 pm or 2.30 pm. Tickets are 
$31.50/person and can be purchased on the AHS  
website:aurorahs.com/victorian-harvest-tea-1.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Join former Olympic skier Karen Stemmle 

virtually as she discusses how a shy girl, growing 

up in Aurora, made it to the largest sporting stage in 
the world and recently had the biggest honour of her 
life – being inducted into the Aurora Sports Hall of 
Fame. Part of the Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker 
Series. Karen enjoys reminiscing about growing up in 
Aurora, ski team life and has some funny stories about 
being on the road and finding the courage to hurl  
herself down a mountain at over 135 kph. Join us 
for /Life Adventures from 0 to 140 km/h with KAREN 
STEMMLE, 2016 Aurora Sports Hall of Fame 
inductee. Presentation in partnership with the Aurora 
Sports Hall of Fame. Tickets are $10.50 and can 
be purchased on the AHS website: aurorahs.com/
karen-stemmle-adventures-0-140-kmh-0.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
Come out to Town Park from 12 noon to 3 p.m. 

and be a part of Culture Days in Aurora!  You can 
participate in this free Raku event. Glaze a piece of 
pottery made by members of the Pine Tree Potters’ 
Guild and watch it being fired in a Raku kiln.  Then 
you can take it home!  Quantities are limited so be 
sure to come early. For more information visit www.
pinetreepotters.ca or www.Aurora.ca/culturedays.

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

be more persuaded to understand how 
valuable of  a skill it is, we pitch it by saying 
our slogan, ‘Discover Your Voice, Achieve 
Your Dreams.’ That’s the crux of  our 
teaching philosophy. When you are able 
to express yourself  eloquently, thinking on 
your feet, interacting with people in both 
a professional and casual setting and not 
being afraid to speak up and voice your 
opinion, it’s really invaluable.” 

Ganzhorn has experienced multiple 
levels of  speaking throughout her 
competitions. She has gone through 
persuasive speaking, impromptu speaking, 
dramatic reading and parliamentary-style 
debate. 

While pursuing a competitive speaking 

career, the 23-year-old, has also become a 
well-known actress, most notably for her 
role in Scary Stories To Tell In the Dark 
produced by Guillermo Del Toro. 

Although the filming of  the movie’s 
sequel has been put on hold due to COVID, 
she currently balances life between Toronto 
and Los Angeles to continue her acting 
career. 

She has worked with the likes of  Eugene 
Levy, Andrea Martin, Jason Priestley and 
Dean Norris.

For anyone who is interested in signing 
up their children, they may head to www.
csdacademy.ca and will receive a 20 
per cent discount on pricing should you 
mention you saw this in The Auroran. 
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YEARS

SERVICES
ROOM FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

DEATH NOTICE DEATH NOTICE

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL  
SUB-CONTRACTORS NEEDED

Must carry own WSIB liability insurance
Looking to cover Aurora, Stouffville, 

Richmond Hill area.

647-333-7397 
Ask for Vicky. 
www.spar-clean.ca

CDS is hiring for a: 
Junior School

Associate Teaching Position
Commencing Immediately

Posting closes Sept. 17, 2021
The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment

CDS is hiring for an: 
Assistant to the Athletics

& Phys Ed Dept.
Permanent, Full-time, August-June

Commencing Immediately
Posting closes Sept. 24, 2021

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment

BAYVIEW & HOLLANDVIEW 
TRAIL area. Furnished room. Own 
Bathroom. Price reasonable. Internet/
cable access included. Suitable for 
Senior. John 416-704-5635.

Victoria Bachlowa, born on February 4, 1956, passed away very peacefully, after a lengthy battle with 
cancer, on September 8, 2021 in Newmarket, Ontario.

Victoria was a beloved and only sister to her four brothers:  Victor (Mary), Alec (Cordelia), Peter, and 
Andrew.  Loving Aunt to:  Adam (deceased) and Julian;  Faith, Melody (Scott),  Justin and Scarlett;  Timothy 
and Nicholas.   Godmother to Julian.

Special thanks go out to her lifelong best friends – Janna and Sheryl – who were always there for her, 
unconditionally, right to the very end.  Thanks also go out to Shana, who Vicky regarded with great fondness.

Victoria enjoyed a successful career in real estate.  She travelled the world and had many exciting 
experiences.  Vicky was passionate about all types of  music – writing songs, singing, as well as playing many 
different musical instruments.  Her favourites were playing the viola, violin and the piano.  A party girl at heart, 
jamming with friends and family was her best-loved pastime throughout her entire life.

Memories of  Vicky…

You used to bring me flowers,
When life was full of  hope.

I sang songs about you, and life stood still.
I had to die and be reborn.

I’ve got to be free!
I’m wonderful, you’re beautiful!
Although the rain makes me cry!

I know I may never pass this way again.
I love you now, as much as I did then.

From deep within my heart, I wish you all the best!
XOXO

Funeral arrangements entrusted to Peaceful Transition in Aurora.   
Cremation has taken place.  A memorial service will be held at a later date.

 Victoria Alexandra Bachlowa

 
Passed away September 8, 2021 at Sunnybrook Hospital  

with his loving family by his side.
“Wonderful” husband of Marina and proud dad of his beloved  

“Knuckleheads”, Cameron and Thomas. “Daddy”  
and relentless boaster of the “smartest” and “most beautiful”  

German Shepherd Dog in the world, Kona.
“Better-looking” brother of Dean (Millie) and uncle of Lindsay (Joe)  

and Bryan (Laura).
Predeceased by his parents, Jim and Noreen Moir. 

Son-in-law of Alex Van der Veen and the late Doris Van der Veen.
Brother-in-law of Lydia Van der Veen (Kaido Nipernado)  

and “Tickle Monster” to nieces Laura and Emma.
Dennis will be missed by many cousins, particularly Lynn and Mark,  

his closest friends, especially “Weasel” (John Kane) and “Girl”  
(Victoria Young) as well as many cherished friends and former colleagues: 

 Ian, “Farmer” (Mark), and many others with unpublishable nicknames,  
at Mount Pleasant Group,  

where he worked for over 46 years before his well-deserved  
retirement in 2017.  

Devoted and long-time volunteer with Polo For Heart and the  
Etobicoke Sports Hall of Fame.   

Dennis leaves behind a fleet of aging vehicles and vessels  
that will miss his passion for detailing 

(Endearments and nicknames in quotations listed above  
either self-described or allocated by Dennis.)

 
“We hold you close within our hearts,

And there you shall remain,
To walk with us throughout our lives,

Until we meet again…”
 

Private cremation has taken place. Due to Covid-19,  
a memorial gathering will take place at a later date.   

Please see www.kanejerrett-thornhill.ca for further updates.
 

 Donations can be made in Dennis’ name to the  
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada.

Moir, Dennis James 
November 1, 1952 – September 8, 2021

GARAGE SALE 
MARY LAKE  

MONESTARY GROUNDS
September 17, 18 & 19 
September 24, 25 & 26
October 8, 9, 10 & 11th. 

OPEN Oct 11th - Thanksgiving
13760 Keele St. and 15th Sideroad 

North of King Road.

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED | FOR RENT 

FOR SALE | SERVICES  

IN MEMORIAM | NOTICES

 MISSING PETS 

...just about anything!

905-727-3300 EXT 102

Thank 
You 

Carriers !
for delivering  

THE AURORAN  
during these  
challenging 

 times.
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This is what a re-elected Liberal government will mean for Aurora:

Affordable Childcare:
Making $10/day childcare a reality for families in our community, 
and creating 125,000 new spaces.

Affordable Housing: 
Building, preserving, and repairing 1.4 million new affordable 
homes in the next four years; introducing a rent-to-own program; 
banning blind-bidding and temporarily banning new foreign 
ownership of homes.

A Stronger Economy:
Creating one million new jobs, and taxing the big banks to help 
pay for the pandemic recovery.

Finishing the Fight Against COVID-19: 
Making vaccination mandatory to travel on planes and trains
in Canada, and making sure you have access to booster shots if 
you need them.

Better Healthcare: 
Investing in and protecting Canada’s world-class public healthcare 
system to make sure it’s always there when you need it.

Tackling the Climate Crisis:
Building on Canada’s fi rst real climate plan, which is reducing 
our emissions by 40-45% and surpassing our Paris targets.

Leah Taylor Roy, Tony Van Bynen, and the Liberal team will invest in 
our community, make sure the economy recovers from the pandemic, 

and keep Canada moving forward for everyone.

Vote
LEAH TAYLOR ROY
Aurora - Oak Ridges - Richmond Hill 

289-210-0308 / leahtaylorroy.liberal.ca
Leah@SupportLeah.ca

Vote
TONY VAN BYNEN

Newmarket - Aurora 
289-802-4415 / VoteVanBynen.ca

Tony@VoteVanBynen.ca

Vote for progressive leadership in Aurora on Election Day!
Monday, September 20, 2021  9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

For more information on your voting location or what identifi cation 
you need to bring with you, visit how2vote.ca

NEWMARKET - AURORA

Authorized by the Offi cial Agent for Leah Taylor Roy   |    Authorized by the Offi cial Agent for Tony Van Bynen

LEAH TAYLOR ROY
AURORA - OAK RIDGES - RICHMOND HILL
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Riders are getting in gear, organizers 
and volunteers are setting plans in 
motion, and at every turn, anticipation 
is mounting for the comeback of  the in-
person NewRoads LakeRide in support 
of  Southlake Foundation, taking place 
Sunday, September 19.

This year, participants chose to ride 
virtually on September 4, ride their own 
way throughout the month of  September, 
or join the upcoming live event.

Michael Croxon, President and CEO 
of  The NewRoads Automotive Group 
is one of  those who can’t wait to hit the 
streets!

Not only is NewRoads the event 
organizer, but Michael and a group 
of  employees are riding and another 
large contingent of  NewRoads staff  are 
volunteering to make sure this year’s return 
to the pavement is a huge success.

The NewRoads Team is proud that this 
event will help the Southlake Foundation 
reach its own finish line.

Just $2 million away from its $7.5 
million goal, 100% of  funds raised at 
the NewRoads LakeRide will support 
the .Better begins today Mental Health 
Campaign for Southlake Regional Health 
Centre. The campaign will transform 
Southlake’s Mental Health Program by 
building the healing spaces that patients 
and families deserve including a new 
Emergent Mental Health Assessment 

Unit and a 12-bed expansion of  the Adult 
Inpatient Unit that will help more than 
400 new patients a year

As part of  the Philanthropy Cabinet 
at the Southlake Foundation, Michael 
Croxon understands how important 
this campaign is to the communities his 
business has called home for the past 20 
years. “Every one of  us is either personally 
touched, or are just one connection away 
from someone who is working through 
mental health challenges,” he says. 
“COVID has exacerbated an already 
over-taxed need for mental health services. 
We need to raise that final $2 million so 
Southlake’s Mental Health Program can 
get where it needs to be.”

NewRoads participates in a number 
of  community events each year. Six years 
ago, NewRoads took the lead to organize 
the LakeRide and has done so every year 
since. Croxon’s belief  in community giving 
stems back to growing up watching his 
father be active and engaged in many 
important causes. For Michael, saying 
yes to Southlake years ago was an easy 
decision.

“It is Southlake!” he says. “There is 
no organization more important to the 
community, both from a healthcare and 
an employment aspect.” 

Of  course, it also helps that he is an avid 
road biker, even encouraging friends he 
rides with, many from the Toronto area, 
to raise funds for the LakeRide and ride 
along with him on the 80K route.

“I tell them, who knows, you could 
require care at Southlake one day so you 
should think ahead and help make this 
great organization even better!”

He also sees the NewRoads LakeRide as 
a fantastic event for NewRoads employees 
to rally around. 

“We have about 75 people from our 
seven automotive dealerships volunteering 
their time, staffing the various rest stations 
along the way, circling the routes in pickup 
trucks helping those who need assistance, 
and providing refreshments and cheering 
on participants at the finish,” he says. 
“Whether riding or helping out, this is a 
fun day for all of  us.”

This year’s scenic NewRoads LakeRide 
routes, lead by World Cup Gold Medalist 
Ed Veal, will depart from the NewRoads 
Performing Arts Centre in Newmarket. 
With 20K, 45K, 80K and 125K route 
options, riders of  all abilities can enjoy 

On September 19, 
all roads lead to the 
NewRoads LakeRide  

for Southlake

their pursuit while raising funds for Mental 
Health at Southlake.

The virtual ride, completed on 
September 4, was led by Canada’s 
only three-sport Olympian, Georgia 
Simmerling, who just returned from the 

Tokyo 2020 Olympics, bringing home 
the bronze in the Team Pursuit Cycling 
Women’s Finals! 

Hop on a bike and join us on 
September 19. For more information, 
visit newroadslakeride.ca.

away from goal. The second one I don’t 
feel it was a penalty. Didn’t look like it was a 
penalty from where we were. Then you get 
one back you’re up 3-2. Abzi’s got to clear 
to the stands there they get a corner. Ball 
comes in, big scramble, I think Ozzy flicks 
it on, not that he meant to and they have a 
free header,” Brennan said. 

“This is what we talked about. We 
worked this week on closing out games. I 
thought we were good going forward at 
times and got our goals. But to concede two 
penalties like that, it’s not good enough.” 

In the next match against Forge at Tim 
Hortons Field in Hamilton, a little bit of  
karma was served in favour of  The Nine 
Stripes. 

In the 17th minute, Abzi was brought 
down in the penalty area but Forge keeper 
Triston Henry kept the ball out. 

But, in the 60th minute, one of  the 
hardest working players in the league in 
Max Ferrari reminds us all why hard work 
pays off. 

Ferrari plunged through Forge defenders 
on the right side of  the 18-yard box and just 
when everyone thought the angle was too 
tight, he found a whole and knocked the 
ball off  the side of  the post and into the net. 

“Noah just gave me the ball at the top 
of  the box, I took a big touch and I kind 
of  just hit it. Luckily, it went in off  the post 
and I’ll claim it as a shot,” Ferrari said post 
game. 

Two minutes later, Ferrari fed the ball 
to Isaiah Johnston. The young midfielder 
had his effort saved but the rebound fell to 
Rivero’s feet to make it 2-0. 

“Huge three points for us. We battled 
the whole 90. Especially that result we had 
last week, I’d say as a group we were pretty 
disappointed and to come here on the road, 
it’s very tough team and a good crowd. To 
get the three points is massive,” Ferrari said. 

York United took on Atletico Ottawa 
Tuesday night in Student Night at York 
Lions Stadium. The lads also take on HFX 
Wanderers this Saturday. Kick-off  is at 2 
p.m. 

From page 11

Includes medication management, personalized 
care packages and more!

SOUTHLAKE
SNAPSHOT

York United one win and one draw,  
sit fifth in the league
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With the 
support of many 

teachers, 
coaches, and 
an exceptional 

university 
placement 
director, 

our daughter just graduated 
as a confi dent, well-rounded, 

student – ready to 
take on the future and 

fi nd out who she will be.”
– Suzanne Millar,

CDS Parent

‘‘

When we fi rst 
visited CDS, we felt 
an overwhelming 

sense of 
community. 

We saw it in the faces 
of the teachers and students. 

Then we heard the words 
‘education with balance.’ 

What more could we hope 
for as parents?” 
– Ken Whitmell 

CDS Parent

‘‘

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5   T: 905-833-1972  www.cds.on.ca

VISIT CDS  We would love to show you how far we 
have come in our fi rst 49 years and invite you to be part of our future.
Call us today at 905-833-1972 to book a virtual tour!

DISCOVER AN 

EDUCATION WITH BALANCE
AT THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

The teachers 
are one of the 
greatest things 

about CDS. 
As our coaches, teachers 
and mentors – they are 

so inspiring and do 
everything they can to 
help their students.”

– Ali and Vanessa ’19 
Student Council Co-Presidents

‘‘

JOIN US AT 
OUR NEXT VIRTUAL 

OPEN HOUSE: 
SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 2 

AT 10:00 AM
www.cds.on.ca/openhouse

905.833.1972
admissions@cds.on.ca

CDS_KWS Gatefold_OBC_2021-09-13_FINAL.indd   1 2021-09-10   3:45 PM
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PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU NEED!! CALL TODAY!!239 Main St., Schomberg

H.R. HORIZON REALTY LTD.,
BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated

416-706-0419
HORIZONREALTY.CALtd., Brokerage

SCHOMBERG
$1,598,000 Welcome To 239 Main Street. Great Central Location On Schomberg’s 
Historic Main Street! Just A Short Walk To The Bank, Cafe, Shops And Restaurants. 
Commercial Storefront Plus 5 Residential Apartments. Plenty Of Parking! Great 
Investment Property In High Profi le Location. Additional Shop/Storage Building. 
Call for details.

For Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenAvraamNeo.com  

� inking of Buying 
or Selling Your Home?

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Sales Representative, SRES

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

Avraam Neophytou 

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Neophytou 
905-251-8130

Paul

LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT

TITAN
AWARD

CHAIRMAN’S
AWARD

PLATINUM 
AWARD

HALL OF 
FAME

Realtron Realty Inc., 
Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

t:905.898.1211   c:416.520.3651
anitakotsovos@gmail.com
www.AnitaKotsovos.com

Over 30 years of award-winning Over 30 years of award-winning 
real estate experience!real estate experience!

ANITA KOTSOVOS
R E A L  E S TAT E  S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTING IN SHARON!!

Just listed exclusively with Anita, call today to view this gorgeous 
4 bedroom Executive home on almost 1/2 acre lot!  Spectacular 
landscaping, mature trees for privacy and stunning backyard oasis 
complete with pool and also hookup for hot tub!!  3 car garage, 
beautiful modern eat-in kitchen, reno’d bathrooms, rec room, very 
spacious family room and so much more!

$1,788,000

 COMING SOON TO STONEHAVEN!!

Amazing 5 bedroom, 5 bathroom Executive home in Prime Newmarket 
approx. 3850 sq. ft.!  Beautiful renovated kitchen with island & S/S 
appliances & Granite, huge Living/dining rooms, main fl oor offi ce, large 
family room w/fi replace + fi nished rec room in bsmt!  Lots of living 
space for large family and wonderful spacious mature back yard too!
Call Anita for more info!

SOLD OVER 

ASKING PRICE!

SOLD OVER 

ASKING PRICE!
LIST: $1,725,000

Opportunity knocks!  Fabulous 5.67 acre property in the heart of East 
Gwillimbury Minutes to amenities, with a beautiful Executive 2 storey, 
4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home with stunning reno’d kitchen, open concept 
living/dining rooms, family rm w/fi replace!  Bsmt partially fi nished with 
walkup to 2 car garage!  Amazing lot partly cleared and beautifully 
forested! Minutes to everything! Call Anita today for private viewing!

$1,575,000

RARE ACREAGE LISTING IN HOLLAND LANDING!

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com

RESALE 
HOMES
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(NC) Fire can spread rapidly through your home, 
and the National Fire Protection Association predicts 
you may only have as little as one or two minutes to 
escape safely once smoke alarms sound.

“We encourage everyone to evaluate their level of 
preparedness against potential dangers,” says Ashley 
Gocken of First Alert, a leading fi re safety brand. 
“It’s imperative that people develop and practice a 
fi re escape plan and install, maintain and regularly 
test smoke and carbon monoxide alarms. These are 
life-saving practices that can make a real difference.”

To ensure you and your family are prepared and 
protected, follow these steps:

CHECK YOUR ALARMS.
Early detection is critical to preventing tragedies. Install 
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms in every bedroom 
and on every level of your house, including the base-
ment. Test them regularly and change the batteries ev-
ery six months. To eliminate battery replacements for a 
decade, upgrade to 10-year battery alarms.

MAP YOUR HOME.
Involve everyone in your household when developing 
escape routes. Walk through your home and inspect 
all possible exits. Identify two ways out of each room, 
including windows and doors. Make sure everyone in 
the home understands the plan.

PRACTICE YOUR PLAN.
Conduct fi re drills at least twice a year during the day 
and night, making it as realistic as possible. Allow 
children to master the fi re escape routes beforehand. 
The objective is to practice, not to frighten, so telling 
children there will be a drill before they go to bed can 
be as effective as a surprise drill.

HAVE A MEETING LOCATION OUTSIDE.
Choose a designated outside meeting place a safe 
distance from your home. Once you’re out, stay out. 
Under no circumstances should you ever go back into 
a burning building. If someone is missing, inform the 
fi re department dispatcher when you call. Firefi ghters 
have the skills and equipment to perform rescues.

Find more home fi re safety tips at fi rstalert.ca.

www.newscanada.com

How to prepare your family 
for fi re emergencies

Recently, I was having a chat with 
someone at Longo’s, and she asked; 
what do I do as a Realtor other than 
the obvious? I thought this was such 
a great question, and I decided to 
share my thoughts both on paper 
and in a video for my website 
and social media outlets.
One thing to keep in mind is that even though Realtors 
in Ontario are a part of brokerages, we are independent 
contractors. Th us, we run our own business but must 
abide by the values and principles of our brokerage. 

Saying that I can only speak to what I ‘do’ since every 
Realtor’s business model is diff erent.

Th e obvious answer is I help trade real property 
in Ontario. I help clients and customers buy and sell 
homes! However, there is a lot more to the job than just 
touring clients around homes.  

When a Realtor has a listing, they have to create 
and distribute all marketing materials, whether it be in 
print or digital form.  For example, you will see an ad in 
this paper with all my active listings. Th is takes careful 
thought, insight and consideration of your marketplace.   
In today’s world, I make sure that I use social media 
as a key part of my marketing strategy.  In addition to 
this, I have to help clients prepare their homes for sale.  
How your home looks to a prospective buyer can make 
the diff erence between a quick sale for top dollar or a 
prolonged sale period for potentially less money.  Doing 
things such as, decluttering the living space and 
closets, putting a fresh coat of paint in important areas 
of the home and getting around to those minor 
upgrades and repairs that have been ignored can 
have a huge transformational impact your home 
makes when that prospective buyer fi rst walks through 
your door. You want the buyer to easily picture 
themselves living in your home.  

When a sale or purchase agreement is signed, 
that is not the end of a Realtor’s job. I continue to serve 
as the point person helping all parties to communicate 
and help facilitate a smooth closing, as well as 
providing advice and guidance for my clients. Avid 
readers should remember from a past TTR article 
that conditional clauses are a common part of a pur-
chase and sale agreement so clearing those conditions 
is an ongoing responsibility that the Realtor assists with.  

 Additionally, I spend A LOT of time creating 
content to market your home. Th is includes writing 
articles, fi lming video clips for my social media and 
YouTube accounts, creating digital ads for Facebook 
and Google etc., photographs and blog posts. 
Sometimes I even use my drone to create captivating 
action shots of the property.  Th is is especially 
important for the marketing of cottages or rural 
properties.  It is the quality of the content that helps to 
diff erentiate between Realtors.  You can see for yourself 
the diff erence good quality marketing content makes in 
promoting interest and activity in the sale of a property. 
I have no doubt that you have seen marketing material 
of some properties where the pictures are blurry or they 
are dark and do not do the property justice.  You don’t 
want that to be how your home is marketed!  Th ere 
are over fi ft y thousand registered Realtors in the GTA, 
so you want to select the right one.
 Th ere is so much more to what I do, and I’m not able 
to fi t it all in a half-page article. So please, check out my 
YouTube channel or website www.bigtuna.ca, where 
you can fi nd my latest video and where I get more 
in-depth on this topic.!

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both 

Real Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a 
home please feel free to call or email me directly 

at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 

or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 

What do I do for you?



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 16, 2021Page  20 RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS

Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora
905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical 
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, 
Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, 
including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE &
LONDON FOG
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A 
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOW
AND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW
JAVA,

MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE
& LONDON FOG

COLOURS

BRAND NEW COLOURS

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED *Faucet extra

Pictured here 
New Bermuda White Colour 

Real Estate Market Update – Aurora

The year-to-date push to invest in Aurora real estate 
before September rose by 59 percent for Buyers 
taking action compared to 2020.  

Of the 1053 homes sold so far in 2021, many homes 
sold in 14 days for about 105 percent of the Sellers asking 
price.  While in the month of August, home sales across 
Aurora were a little quieter than in July, with only 107 
homes sold in this month. Inventory was extremely low 
once again, with only a one-month supply of choices for 
home purchasers of all home types to meet the demand.  

The highly motivated Buyer purchases caused home 
values to continue to rise, resulting in the median price 
increasing by almost 10 percent month over month to 
$1,085,000.  Year to date, the median price of a home 
was $1,160,000 when we take out the highest and lowest 
sales; that’s a 23 percent welcome spike since last year.

Competition is a common result when supply remains 
so low, coupled with low lending rates.  As fall approaches, 
the housing market is typically strong for those taking 

action. For those with children heading as safely as 
possible back to school, more time may be available for 
homeowners to prepare their homes for sale and fi nd 
the right size for their next homeownership opportunity. 
For anyone else considering selling, call a licensed 
REALTOR®  and have a virtual or safe face-to-face meeting 
to discuss strategies in these challenging times to decide 
if now is the ideal time to sell as safely as possible.  

– Written by Connie Power 
Connie Power is the Manager, Real Estate Sales Representative 

CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES®,  for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd.,  
Brokerage serving York region and beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an appointment 
to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the 
Toronto Regional Real Estate Board; Summary of Existing home Transactions 

for all home types for July, August 2020, 2021 and the Regional Housing Market 
Tables for York region, Aurora July, August 2020, 2021 as well as from the 

Statistics and Counts for all of Aurora for July, August 2021 for both 
Freehold and condominium Sales of all types of homes.

***Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Buyers Push for Aurora Homes

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Overwhelmed 
trying to prepare 
a deceased family 
member’s home for sale, 
what do you suggest?

Ask A Realtor®

Having to enter a family member’s, well lived-in 
home and remove the contents can be over-
whelming, while going through the stages of 

mourning, things can get even more challenging when 
needing to prepare a loved one’s home for sale.

Th ere may likely be a need to deep clean, remove 
excess debris, decor and collectibles, pack away what’s 
not needed, repair and paint in order to sell. Th e 
challenge of doing this preparation in advance of 
the home being placed for sale on the market would 
be worth tackling so that the home is in the best 
condition for Buyers to view. 

 Call a REALTOR® and ask for a virtual or safe 
face-to-face meeting as the fi rst step who may be able 
to assist you with service providers and a core action 
plan to follow during this preparation process. Th ey 
may be able to discuss with you multiple options of 
how the home can be shown in the best way possible to 
potential Buyers.  REALTORS®  oft en can provide area 
service professionals as needed to help eliminate many 
of the to-dos on the action plan.  Alternatively, as a 
value add service the REALTOR® selected may be able 
to manage the preparation and staging of the home or 
refer other service professionals who can.  

Th e process of preparing the home for sale can take 
as little as a week to many months depending on the 
way it has been maintained and cleaned. Once there 
is legal permission granted for the preparation of 
the home to sell, a well-designed plan will help you 
navigate the situation and save time and energy. 

Ideally, divide the home’s contents into various 
categories when moving room by room to manage 
what’s remaining in the home, what is being donated 
to family, friends or a worthy cause and what will 

be disposed of. Ask the REALTOR®  if they can 
recommend online auction companies, or downsizing 
professionals to be contracted for the clear-out of the 
home contents. 

Consider the causes that meant a great deal to 
the family member who has passed and to their 
family and friends; there may be clues on how 
they may have appreciated their goods distributed. 
Did the family member attend a place of worship, 
support group, volunteer or donate annually to certain 
causes?  Many places of worship, shelters, nonprofi t 
organizations will gladly accept household goods, 
clothing, tools and electronics with much appreciation. 
Drop boxes are oft en located throughout communities 
designated for clothing or household goods as well 
as managed drop-off  sites at Salvation Army, Value 
Village Th rift  Stores and Habitat for Humanity 
RE-Stores to name a few.  It’s best to check online 
on how items will be considered and accepted as 
protocols during COVID-19 times may change. 

Keep personal safety as the priority during this 
transition when meeting any strangers and when 
attempting the physical work required in preparing 
a home for sale.   Beyond family and friend support 
there are so many professionals and services available 
to assist home sellers to reach the goals needed prior 
to selling loved ones home.

– Written by Connie Power

Connie POWER Manager/Sales Representative CNE®  Certifi ed 
Negotiation Expert, SRS® Seller’s Representative Specialist, 

ABR® Accredited Buyers Representative,  SRES® Seniors Real Estate 
Specialist at RE/MAX Hallmark YORK Group Realty Ltd., Brokerage  

Call Connie direct to discuss your next real estate move at 905.726.0856.

***not intended to solicit those already under a real estate contract
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905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Sales Representative

SUSIE STROM
Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Broker
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Client Care Coordinator
LESLIE JENNINGS

Broker
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
 Contact Us TODAY For Your Free Home Analysis Report!

TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

15455 BATHURST STREET, AURORA 

63 KINGSTON ROAD, NEWMARKET

SOLD

74 TRIBBLING CRESCENT, AURORA

SOLD

78 TYLER STREET, AURORA
$1,375,000

596 BONDI AVENUE, NEWMARKET

SOLD

179 TREEGROVE CIRCLE, AURORA 
$3,299,000

SOLD

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Bond Head, Many New homes  
being built all around!  

Retail with 32 Condo apartments above.
Call me for Details!

2876 COUNTY ROAD 27
'WALTER GEIKIE HOUSE'

VICTORIAN, C. 1854

4240 COUNTY ROAD 88
'QUAINT HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1865

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

4325 COUNTY ROAD 88
'SIMCOE-WHITESIDE HOTEL'

GEORGIAN, C. 1862

4370 LINE 7
'BRAZEL-CHAMBERS HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1845

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

CALLING ALL  
BUILDERS/INVESTORS

28 McCardy Court, Caledon East 
Must be seen, 2 homes in one! 

Call me for Details!

SOLD IN DAYS!

How to plan your dream backyard makeover
(NC) There are many things to love 
about the summer, and spending 
time outdoors is high on that list. 
So, why not create the outdoor 
living space of your dreams?
Here are some tips and tricks to 
help you get started:
DO SOME RESEARCH
Updating your yard or patio is probably a good 
investment, so don’t rush into it. Take your 
time and think about what works best for your 
house and your wallet. Look at diff erent options 
and think about what you and your family would 

get the most benefi t from. Is it a water feature or an 
outdoor kitchen? A gazebo or storage shed?

HIRE AN ARBORIST
If you have any trees in your backyard that you 
want to remove, call a certifi ed utility arborist. 
Th ey will have all the necessary tools to ensure the 
work is done in the safest way possible and that 
no powerlines are aff ected.

Contacting a utility arborist is a good idea even 
if you only want to prune trees that are growing 
close or into powerlines. Never take chances 
with powerlines because electricity can jump to 
you and your tools. Touching a tree that’s near or 
in contact with a powerline could result in an 
electric shock. Remember to keep three metres 
back from a powerline.

CONSIDER A POOL
If you have the space for it, a pool could make 
your backyard more enjoyable for the whole family. 
Start by choosing the type of pool based on your 
unique space. Above-ground pools may not seem the 
most attractive, and some digging might be required 
to level the ground, but the installation is super easy. 
Plus, they tend to cost much less than in-ground pools.

On the other hand, in-ground pools require a lot of 
work and can be expensive, but it also gives a facelift  
to your property. Th ere are thousands of options to 
choose from, and for a little extra money, you can 
customize it the way you want.

www.newscanada.com
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Most popular Most popular 
spaces to renovate spaces to renovate 

and their costsand their costs
(NC) After spending so much time 
at home last year, it’s no surprise 
many of us are changing our 
spaces to fi t our current needs. 
CANADIAN HOMEOWNERS who renovated this 
past year spent an average of $4,525, according to 
a recent report by insurance company Aviva Canada.

Thinking about improving your home? Check out 
how much Canadians have spent on average for 
the most common renos, and with costs coming in 
lower than you might think, it’s time to fi nd some 
inspiration for your next project:

ADDITION — $10,800 
Creating more livable space with an addition can 
boost the resale value of your home. There are 
plenty of options, including a kitchen bump out, new 
mudroom or small second-storey deck outside the 
primary bedroom.

BACKYARD — $6,200
With outdoor hangouts becoming a safer option 
for gathering with friends and family, many invested 
in sprucing up their yard or patio. Firepits, hot tubs 
and comfy outdoor furniture are great ways to 
make your outdoor living space more useful and 
enjoyable throughout the year.

ENTERTAINMENT — $3,800
As leisure activities undergo rotating shutdowns, 
we’ve all had to fi nd our fun at home. The basement 
is a prime spot for creating a recreation hub, whether 
it’s soundproofi ng and lighting upgrades to create 
a home movie theatre or splurging on old-school 
video games and fresh fl ooring for an 80s arcade.

OFFICE — $2,800
While most of work-from-home arrangements were 
intended as short-term measures, today many 
offi ces are embracing permanent remote work or 
hybrid models. This means it’s worth fi xing up your 
makeshift home offi ce with a fresh coat of paint, 
ergonomic furniture and some inspiring artwork.

PLAYROOM — $2,250
Many families chose to help their kids enjoy spending 
more time at home by creating a playroom with fun 
activities to do and creative stations. Experiment 
with fun colours, soft rugs and double-duty pieces to 
create different zones for tactile play, arts and crafts, 
board games and more.

If you’re planning to make major changes to your 
home, keep in mind that fi nishing a basement, 
removing structural supports or building an addition 
could impact your insurance coverage.

“These renovations may change the home’s rebuild 
value,” explains Phil Gibson, managing director, 
personal insurance and data science at Aviva 
Canada. “That’s why it’s always good practice 
to check in with your insurance broker or agent 
when considering renovations so you are 
adequately covered.”

www.newscanada.com
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388 Muskoka Road, Sundridge 
MLS #40158543 on the Barrie/Muskoka Lakelands Board

Ken Pratt CSP 
Salesperson

Offi ce: 905-936-2121 Direct: 705-796-6753
kenpratt@century21.ca • www.century21.ca/KenPratt

A Northern escape property for under 1 million. Located just off of Highway 11 

and minutes from Lake Bernard, Sundridge, and  Huntsville,  24.8-ac. property 

of mixed forest and meadow, with large 4 bedrooms, 3 bath modern home, 

heated by hydronic wood/propane-fueled, radiant fl oor heating, and 

on-demand hot water.  Visit http://www.388Muskoka.com/ To book a 

showing or more information contact Ken Pratt Century 21 Heritage Group LTD. 

Brokerage 705-796-6753,  Ken.Pratt@century21.ca or Barry Jackson,  Muskoka 

Real Estate Services INC., Brokerage, Bracebridge brjackson@cogeco.ca 
MLS # X5351027

www.388Muskoka.com

$949,000

S u p p o r t i v e  l i v i n g

440 Wil l iam Graham Drive at Lesl ie Street,  Aurora

905 503 5560  • sales@tmoa.ca  • themeadowsofaurora.com

By appointment. Please call 905 503 5560
Monday to Saturday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

suites available • contact us today

•	Care	plans	based	on	individual		
	 needs	and	preferences

•	Tailored	personal	care	support	

•	Gourmet	meals	in	a	stunning		 	
	 dining	room	over-looking	nature		
	 and	our	unique	pond

•	Full	access	to	the	entire	Meadows		
	 campus	and	range	of	incredible			
	 amenities

•	Activities	and	programs	to		
	 enhance	quality	of	life

•	A	community	of	residents	and		 	
	 staff	fully	committed	to	a	culture		
	 of	dignity	and	respect,	based		
	 on	Christian	values	

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

MeMory  
Care

assisted  
Living

S u p p o r t i v e  l i v i n g

noW oFFeRinG suppoRtive livinG

(NC) No matter the size of your 
home, the kitchen is likely the  
hub of your everyday life.  
It’s where you gather for meals, 
experiment with recipes and  
maybe even host impromptu  
dance parties. Since it’s the  
centre of your home, why not  
make it your favourite room too? 
ADD A TV
Consider installing a TV so you can catch up on the news 
at breakfast or follow along with a cooking show for testing 
out a new meal.

A smaller TV is ideal as you don’t want to overcrowd the 
space. Before installation, ensure the unit is away from your 
oven and other electrical equipment. If you find a perfect 
spot but there isn’t an outlet close by, don’t worry. You can 
hire a licensed electrical contracting (LEC) business to  
install an extra outlet for you, hide wires from view and 
make sure your space is safe from electrical harm.

But be careful when hiring someone to work in your  
home. Sometimes, unlicensed contractors offer their  
services for a lower cost. Always remember that in  
Ontario, only a LEC business can be hired to do electrical  

work in your home. So before getting started, verify their 
ECRA/ESA licence number to ensure they are authorized  
to do electrical work.

TURN UP THE VOLUME
Larger kitchens allow for a variety of social gatherings, like 
having extended family help make a holiday meal together, 
or entertaining guests for a celebration. Setting up a sound 
system can add extra ambiance for relaxing music, pod-
casts or even party tunes. Choose a spot away from the 
sink to put speakers and any other equipment, so moisture 
doesn’t affect any wires or cause a fire.

MAJOR APPLIANCES FOR A FACELIFT
If you’re planning to fully renovate, dedicate some time for 
choosing the best appliances to fit your style and needs. 
Before putting everything in place, make sure you have the 
right electrical outlets. Some appliances like microwave 
ovens, refrigerators and dishwashers require dedicated 
circuits to protect you from potential accidents caused by 
overheating or overloading.

Use a ground fault circuit interrupter outlet for anything less 
than 1.5 metres from the sink. Hire a LEC business to assist 
with any electrical installation and be sure that they file a 
notification of work with the Electrical Safety Authority when 
the work begins.

With the right resources and expert help, small or big chang-
es can transform your kitchen and make it your favourite 
room. Find more electrical safety tips at esasafe.com/safety. 

www.newscanada.com
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Direct: 416-618-1714 
www.monicastohr.com

2017-2019

*As per gross closed commissions 2019 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

Monica StohrMonica Stohr
Sales Representative

14799 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 1N1

    

Opening Doors Opening Doors 
To Your DreamsTo Your Dreams

As a veteran 
realtor with over 
32 years experience 
in the Top Tier, Monica 
has the expertise to guide 
you through all your 
real estate needs

Today’s market we have LOW inventory 
creating HIGH demand! Let’s talk...

Direct 289.221.1481 Office 905.727.3154 kellyburt@royallepage.ca

SOLD 
KING CITY

A BEAUTIFUL 100’X150’ TIERED LOT IN QUIET NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

(NC) This season, it’s time to 
embrace a “more is more” 
design philosophy with the 
return of maximalism. To help 
you bring this season’s hottest 
interior trend home, Sharon Grech, 
Benjamin Moore colour and design 
expert, shares her top three tips to 
go all out with maximal style.

BE BOLD.
Saturated colour, vibrant prints and a mixture of 
furniture from diff erent eras and styles help defi ne a 
maximalist esthetic. Looking for colour inspiration?

“Look to the exuberant colours of the 70s and opt for 
jewel tones and striking hues of mustard yellow or a bright 
turquoise like Deep Ocean 2058-30,” suggests Grech.

SHOW OFF YOUR STYLE.
Maximalism gives you permission to show off  and 
celebrate your prized possessions throughout your space. 
If you enjoy collecting items, and tend towards a more 
eclectic, glamorous look, this trend will help bring out the 
best in your space.

However, don’t give into the temptation to clutter every 
surface. “Allow your favourite pieces to shine by creating 

styled vignettes throughout your space following the 
designer trick of grouping objects in threes,” says Grech.

HIGH DRAMA IN SMALL SPACES.
Not ready for a full house of dramatic colour? Choose a 
small room to make a maximalist splash. “Powder rooms 
are the ideal space to experiment with bold hues and 
dramatic accents,” says Grech.

Create a mirror-selfi e-worthy powder room by selecting 
a bold hue in a matte fi nish, using humidity-resistant 
paint such as Aura bath &amp; spa and pairing it with 
an extravagant mirror for instant drama in the smallest 
of spaces.

www.newscanada.com

(NC) After so much time at home, it’s no surprise 
if you’re in need of a creative boost. One of the 
great things about working from home is that 
you’re much freer to personalize your workspace. 
This means you can decorate to boost your mood 
and motivation.

Here are some updates for your virtual home offi ce 
to help get the juices fl owing:

1FRESH VISUALS Swap joyful artwork on your 
desk or walls regularly to keep your environ-

ment fresh. Better yet, install a gallery shelf above 
to house easily changeable prints, family photos 
and knickknacks that inspire.

2PRETTY PLANTS Bring the outside in with any 
plant you like. Choose air purifying ones like 

snake plants for the full benefi ts, but even a fake 
plant is better than nothing since green is said to 
be a colour that promotes productivity.

3POINT OF VIEW Change your perspective 
and activate your imagination by adding 

another seating area to your workspace if you 
can. A comfy chair is a great alternative for when 
you feel chained to your desk. You can even try 
stacking books for a makeshift standing desk to 
achieve new heights for a new outlook.

4THE RIGHT GEAR Sometimes it’s old tech 
that’s getting in your way. Whether it’s adding 

a second monitor like you had at the offi ce or up-
grading your old camera to the latest from Sony 
for enhanced video calls, livestreams or media 
projects, new tools can expand your possibilities. 
Even little things like a mini tripod, a grip for hands-
free camera control or studio lighting can also im-
prove your output.

Find tips on choosing the best camera gear and 
accessories at henrys.com.

www.newscanada.com
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*Team Jordan is the #1 Keller Williams Group in Canada based on GCI in 2020.
Not intended to solicit those already under contract.
Lorraine Jordan is a Sales Representative with Keller Williams Experience Realty

FIND OUT
WHY WE’RE
THE #1 TEAM
IN CANADA*

info@teamjordan.ca
call: 705.526.9770
text: 705.527.2007

teamjordan.ca

Since 2007, Lorraine Jordan 
along with her team of real estate 
experts has helped over 9,000 
clients realize their dreams and 
escape to the good life.

Sure, many real estate companies 
can say the same thing, but we are 
a different type of real estate team. 
In an industry that sometimes 
gets a bad reputation, Team 
Jordan is working to change the 
way people think about real 
estate and real estate agents.

We are focused on building 
long-lasting relationships, 
fi nding solutions and sharing 
knowledge – whether it leads to a 
transaction or not.

We are committed to contributing 
to our communities where we live 
and work whether it is through our 
work, volunteering or simply being 
a great neighbour.

It’s the simple things 
that make us #1.

Are you ready to escape to the good life?
Want to realize your dreams and escape to the good life?
Give us a call and talk to us today.
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Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

LUXURIOUS 20 ACRE TREED ESTATE! $ 10,900,000 
Approx. 20 acres on private treed estate with large pond. Two homes 

both with private pools. Bungaloft is approx. 11,000 sq. ft with large terrace 
overlooking 4-acre pond. Second home is approx. 1,900 sq. ft bungalow!

BUNGALOFT IN THE HEART OF OAK RIDGES! $1,998,000
Quality built bungaloft on quiet court backing onto a ravine lot. 

Approx. 2,700 sq. ft plus unfi nished walk-out bsmt. 9 ft ceilings on main. 
Hrdwd fl oors throughout. Close to Wilcox Lake, parks, 

hiking trails and all amenities. Call Rocco today!

892 DAMASCUS COURT SOLD FOR $1,865,000
Sold over asking! 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

1015 CREEBRIDGE CRESCENT SOLD FOR $1,648,000
Thinking of Selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

25904 MAPLE BEACH ROAD SOLD FOR $2,850,000
Sold $100,000 over asking! 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD

144 BOTELHO SOLD FOR $3,235,000
Thinking of Selling? 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

STUNNING 2.2 ACRE PRIVATE ESTATE WITH TENNIS COURT! $3,088,000
Stunning 2.2 Acre private treed estate. Approx. 3,300 sq ft bungaloft 

in Stouffville. Completely renovated within the last year. 
Professional tennis court put in the last year. Call Rocco today!

17 ACRE ESTATE! $2,999,900
Mins to Highway 404. Almost 6,000 sq. ft of luxurious living space including 
fi nished one bdrm basement apt w/separate entrance. 4 car tandem garage. 

In-ground saltwater pool & 60’ x 40’ outbuilding. Call Rocco today!

OUTSTANDING NEW CUSTOM-BUILT BUNGALOW $2,188,000
Situated on a quiet court, built in 2021. Siding onto conversation. 

Approx. 2,600 sq. ft w/fi n’d bsmt. Open concept plan w/9 ft ceilings on main. 
Quality fi nishes thru-out incl. hrdwd and ceramic fl rs, 

smooth ceilings & crown mouldings!

PRESITIGOUS STONEHAVEN HOME! $1,618,000
Approx. 3,600 sq ft of luxurious living space with open concept plan 
in prestigious Stonehaven. Approx. 13 years old with 9-foot ceilings. 

Call Rocco today!

STUNNING CUSTOM BUNGALOW WITH BACKYARD OASIS! $3,875,000
Custom-Built Open Concept Bungalow on a Quiet Cul-De-Sac. 

Approx. 11 Yrs Old 3900 Sq ft W/10Ft Ceilings & rare 4 bedrooms on main 
fl oor.  Gorgeous Custom Kit W/Centre Island, New Counters & Large Chef’s 

Pantry. 9Ft Ceilings in Huge Unfi nished W/O Bsmt. Private 2.2 Acres!

RENOVATED 2 STOREY HOME $1,388,000
Reno’d 2 storey home in College Manor. Just under 2,900 sq. ft plus fi n’d bsmt. 

New hrdwd fl oors, powder room & light fi xtures. Freshly painted interior. 
Backyard includes stone patio, 2 tier deck & gazebo. Call Rocco today!

(NC) Ready to repaint but not sure 
how to pick the perfect neutral? 
Benjamin Moore colour and 
design expert Sharon Grech 
shares her top four tips to 
help you choose the perfect 
white paint for your space.
KNOW YOUR EXPOSURE.
Overall lighting and the orientation of your room are 
the most important considerations when choosing 
paint colours, especially when it comes to selecting the 
right tint of white. Whether your room faces north, 
east, south or west, there is a white paint designed to 
bring out the very best in your space’s natural light.
“If you have a north or east exposure, opt for warmer 

whites. Look for options with cooler tones to counter-
balance south and west exposures, such as Decorator’s 
White OC-149.”

If you’re in a space with limited natural light such 
as a basement or small den, consider Chantilly Lace 
OC-65, a bright designer favourite to bring an added 
sense of space and light to any room.

PAY ATTENTION TO THE UNDERTONE.
When selecting neutral paints, one of the key 
diff erences to keep in mind is the undertone. From 
pink to green and everything in between, you can 
fi nd a white paint with an undertone to suit your 
space. When selecting a white paint, consider the 
colour of the furniture and fl ooring in your space 
— if you tend towards warmer hues, opt for a white 
paint with a warm undertone to create a cohesive feel.

EXPRESS YOUR SENSE OF STYLE.
From modern to traditional, white paint can bring 
out the best in a range of design styles. Express your 

personal taste and give your neutral space a warm 
and inviting feeling by adding texture with throw 
blankets, cushions and rugs in natural fi bres. To 
accentuate architectural details and add extra 
dimension to neutral walls, Grech suggests painting 
details such as trim, mouldings and even furniture 
in a high-gloss sheen to add a striking contrast to 
matte or eggshell walls.

TEST BEFORE YOU PAINT.
Sharon’s top piece of advice? “Always test a few 
variations of white paint on your walls before 
painting the whole room.” A white paint that looks 
perfect in the store could look totally diff erent 
once it’s in your space. Once you’ve found your 
perfect tint, make sure to prime your walls if 
you’re painting over a bold colour. Choose a 
paint like Regal Select interior paint to achieve 
professional results and fl awless coverage.

www.newscanada.com

DESIGNER

(NC) This year’s home must-have is an offi ce space 
that offers fl exibility to go seamlessly from video calls 
to virtual classroom to everything in between. To help 
you create a workspace that works for you, Sharon 
Grech, Benjamin Moore colour and design expert, 
shares three affordable tips to create a stylish offi ce 
no matter your style or budget.

CHOOSE COLOURS THAT 
PROMOTE PRODUCTIVITY.
Struggling to fi nd focus when working from home? 
Your wall colour can help promote a sense of calm 
and concentration to help you through your busi-
est days. “Tints and shades of green such as Spa 
AF-435 or Flora AF-470 can help foster a sense of calm 
and support your productivity,” recommends Grech.

Giving your home offi ce a coat of green paint is 
a project you can do yourself, and the increased 
focus and reduction in eye strain will help you work 
smarter all year long.

MAKE ROOM FOR YOUR WORKSPACE.
If you don’t have a dedicated home offi ce, you 
can easily create a place where you can focus by 
making a work area in your home. A fl oating shelf 
or a side table can double as a compact desk in 
small spaces. Once you select where you want to 
set up your workspace, clean up any clutter that 
could be distracting. Grech suggests shopping 
your home for baskets, mason jars and catch-alls 
to store offi ce supplies such as notebooks, pens 
and loose papers.

CREATE A CHIC BACKGROUND.
On video calls all day? You can create an envy-
inducing backdrop in just one weekend by painting 
out a bookcase, including the backs of shelves, 
in one solid hue like Amazon Soil 2115-30. Grech 
recommends choosing a durable paint designed 
to adhere to wooden surfaces such as Advance 
interior paint for results as professional as your 
new offi ce. Once dry, position your bookcase, with 
styled shelves of books and decorative objects, 
behind you for a put-together background.

www.newscanada.com

advice for choosing the right WHITE PAINT

3 a� ordable ways to 
create a home o�  ce that 

works for you 

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 16, 2021Page  26 RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS

Aurora’s Most Appealing 
65+ Active Lifestyle 
Community

Now SeLLiNg
Suites in our next phase of 
independent living – Park Tower

Pre-construction prices are in 
effect for a limited time. Act now.

From the high $600,000s
Up to 1,430 sq ft
905 503 5560 or sales@tmoa.ca  
Book your appointment today. 

Our Presentation Centre is open Monday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm
440 william graham Drive at Leslie Street, Aurora

themeadowsofaurora .com

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

Dining 

ACtivitY 

nAtUre 

COMMUnitY

Dining 

ACtivitY 

nAtUre 

COMMUnitY

Dining 
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Julien Laurion
direct 416-402-5530 o�  ce 905-727- 3154

julien@bigtuna.ca

bigtuna.ca

Located in the heart of Lake Muskoka in one of the most desirable locations only 1.5 hours north of 
Toronto. � is breathtaking island estate is constructed on the northern point of the island with elevated 
views and multiple sun exposures boasting over 4600 feet of frontage on over 23 acres of land. Hitting 
all the checkmarks of exceptional design and traditional Muskoka architecture, all day sun, shallow and 
deep water, private beaches, hiking, privacy and long lake views. � e main cottage boasts approximately 
7000 sq � . of � nished living space, geothermal energy, 4+1 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, including the 
connected coach house. � e stunning main cottage is 
complemented by a dry boathouse and a 1.5 storey two 
boat-slip boathouse. � is estate is being o� ered turnkey with 
furnishings. � e possibilities for expansion into a spectacular 
family compound are endless at this very private island 
hideaway. Mainland access is only a few minutes away. Please 
visit bigtuna.ca for a complete slideshow, virtual tour and survey. 
ASKING PRICE $8.395 MILLION

Welcome to Kingsford Point

A 1 Bedroom W/locker Approx. 500 Square 
Feet  Of Interior living space + balcony. � is 
unit comes fully furnished with all the amenities 
in the sought-a� er Parc Lo� s. � is Unit Has 
A Balcony Of Your Dreams With included 
Gas Bbq! Best Finishes In � e City! Includ-
ing Stone Counters, S/S Appliances, Gas Stove, 
hardwood � ooring, under cabinet Lighting 
& Spa-Like Bathroom. 24Hr Streetcar Route, 
Variety Stores, Grocery & Stanley park. All you 
need to do is move in and enjoy!
LEASE $2500 MONTHLY

Perfect for a young professional

� is beauty of a 1 bedroom condo is located 
in a prime area of Markham. Close to all the 
amenities you could ask for! Shopping, York U, 
restaurants, Kung-fu tea, public transit, hwy 7 & 
407 and schools. � e building has an amazing 
gym, indoor pool, billiard room, media rooms 
and well-kept lobby area with a 24hr concierge. 
Talk about convenient and easy living; � is unit 
is a great investment property, � rst-time buy 
or pied-à-terre.
ASKING PRICE $595,000

Welcome home!

(NC) With Canada’s housing market 
hotter than ever, saving up a down 
payment can feel impossible.  
But wise spending and saving  
decisions can add up over time.  
Here, Vanessa Bowen, money expert 
and accountant, offers simple yet  
effective ways to save for the  
home you’ve had your eye on.

ENSURE YOU HAVE A GOOD CREDIT SCORE
A better credit score means that you can qualify for 
lower interest rates and loans that you may require 

when investing in a future property. Working to  
improve your overall credit score, such as by  
avoiding late bill payments, will help make your  
savings go further as you look towards purchasing 
the house or condo of your dreams.

CONTRIBUTE LUMP-SUM PAYMENTS  
TO YOUR SAVINGS
Large annual payments such as a work bonus or  
your tax return can be added as lump-sum  
contributions to your savings. Contributing larger 
sums helps you reach your end-goal more quickly, 
so remember to save these payments. It’s money  
you don’t count on in your day to day anyway, so  
it’ll be easier to set aside and watch your savings 
steadily grow.

SWITCH TO A NO-FEE BANK ACCOUNT
A small step that you can take that will add up to  
big savings in the long run is switching to a no-fee 

bank account. The PC Money Account is the bank 
account reimagined with no monthly fees and  
opportunities to earn PC Optimum Points on every 
dollar spent everywhere you shop. Now, instead of 
having to pay monthly banking fees, you can put 
your hard-earned money towards saving up for a 
house or condo.

CUT DOWN ON UNNECESSARY SPENDING
Try cutting back on expenses such as takeout food 
and shopping for things you may not actually need, 
like subscription services. Instead, put this money, 
which could potentially add up to thousands each 
year, towards a significant investment opportunity, 
such as a future home.

www.newscanada.com

(NC) One of the outcomes of the COVID-19 
pandemic has been soaring home prices. Many 
first-time buyers across Canada are wondering 
whether now is the right time to invest in a home, 
or if they should wait.

But it’s important to carefully think through the 
choice between renting and owning, and to fully 
understand the costs of taking on a mortgage.

Renting and owning can both have benefits. The 
right choice depends on your financial situation, 
priorities and long-term goals.

Owning your home can give you:

1a feeling of pride that you’ve made  
an investment, 

2 independence from a landlord’s choices  
about the future of the property, and

3 the ability to make permanent renovations or 
decorate to suit your own tastes.

In comparison, renting can give you:

1 a feeling of independence,

2 the ability to move easily to pursue  
opportunities, such as a new job, and 

3 freedom from the responsibilities of  
maintaining a home.

Remember, while financial calculations are  
essential in any decision to buy a home, many 
people will find that the emotions and values  
they place on owning or renting will influence  
their choices. Find resources to help you  
understand what each option will cost and decide 
what’s best for you at canada.ca/money.

www.newscanada.com
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We cannot wait to “show” you around! 
Choose one or more of our options 
and book your virtual visit today at 
www.cds.on.ca/planyourvisit.

• Schedule a Virtual One-on-One 
 Family Tour
• Book a Virtual Private Conversation 
• RSVP for our Virtual Open House 
 Saturday, October 2 at 10:00 am

Or contact us at 905-833-1972 or 
admissions@cds.on.ca to learn about 
more options! 

The Country Day School has been part of the fabric of 
King since 1972. While our facilities and population have 
grown exponentially since then, our faculty and staff continue 
to provide the same warm and nurturing atmosphere that 
has always defi ned CDS. It is within this wonderful sense of 
community that our students thrive and learn. Come see for 
yourself what we mean by an education with balance. 

CDS offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational 
environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King. 

www.cds.on.ca

JOIN US 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2 

AT 10:00 AM FOR A 

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE!

CDS_KWS Gatefold_Front_2021-09-13_FINAL.indd   1 2021-09-13   10:26 AM
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OUR VISION  

The Country Day School is committed to offering 
a superior educational experience that is 

sensitive to the needs of each student, enables 
learning and equips students for life.

780
STUDENTS ENROLLED 

IN GRADES JK-12

100
ACRE CAMPUS 

IN KING

18
AVERAGE 

CLASS SIZE

88
GRADUATES IN THE 

CLASS OF 2021

99%
UNIVERSITY ACCEPTANCE
FOR THE CLASS OF 2020

AP
A VARIETY OF COURSE 
OFFERINGS AVAILABLE

65
ATHLETIC TEAMS COMPETE 

ACROSS 24 SPORTS 

3
DRAMATIC PRODUCTIONS 

EACH YEAR 

40+
CLUBS AND 

EXTRACURRICULARS 

1800
ALUMNI 

WORLDWIDE 

CDS 
QUICK FACTS 
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