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Youth are being “disproportionately” 
impacted by an uptick in new cases 
of  COVID-19 across York Region, 
according to Dr. Karim Kurji, York’s 
Medical Officer of  Health.

In his weekly update on Monday, 
York Region’s top doctor said the recent 
“resurgence” of  COVID-19 across the 

community has put numbers in line 
with what we experienced in the first 
wave last year, but this time there are 
clear demographic trends.

“[We are seeing] case counts in 
recent days similar to those we were 
experiencing at the peak of  the first 
wave of  the pandemic,” said Dr. Kurji. 
“We are expecting this increase will 
continue into the fall and we want 
to remind residents throughout York 
Region that while many activities are 

reopening, COVID-19 is not done with 
us. 

“Some of  the characteristics of  this 
recent increase include cases in each 
of  our nine municipalities over the 
past week, seeing children, youth and 
young adults being disproportionately 
impacted with 53 of  cases in the 
past week being under the age of  29. 
The majority of  these cases are in 
unvaccinated individuals. 44 of  our 238 
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Continued on page 14

Ontario’s Return to 
School plan released
but advocates say it 
doesn’t go far enough

August is a time when most 
parents – and their kids – turn their 
focus on getting back to school.

As planning takes place this 
summer with a little bit more 
certainty in the air, Ontario’s 
Ministry of  Education last week 

Youth being “disproportionately” 
impacted by COVID resurgence

Sam and Frankie get comfortable in front of the Town Park Band Shell last Wednesday, August 4, to enjoy the sounds of Green River Revival, a tribute to 
Creedence Clearwater Revival. It was the latest in the Town’s popular Concerts in the Park Summer Series, and next week will feature “Shania Twin.” For 
more, see pages 13 and 18.                Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Continued on page 9

DISCOVER 
THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Offering JK-12 on 100 acres in King. www.cds.on.ca 
Book your virtual tour today!   905.833.1972  

CDS_earlugs_2020_FINAL.indd   2 2020-07-30   3:01 PM

TAILGATE PARTY – Jhen and Isabella got comfy in the back of their vehicle on Saturday night 
to watch the family classic “The Goonies”, the latest Drive-In Movie presentation hosted by the Town 
at Desjardins Insurance. The series turns into Movies in the Park this Thursday, August 12, with The 
SpongeBob Movie: Sponge on the Run. For more, see Page 14.            Auroran photo by Brock Weir

905-751-0533|14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S.

www.barronshome.net

Barrons
COUNTER STOOLS

BEST PRICES EVERYDAY!

• AMISCO 
• TRICA 
• SUNPAN

100+ 
 On Display

Oakridges

‘

FASHION INC. 14800 Yonge Street | The Aurora Shopping Centre @oakridgefashions.com 905•726•4063

dropping in store now!

BAREFOOT  
IN THE PARK
BAREFOOT  
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Storytelling by
AN ISH INAABE  GRANDMOTHER  K IM  WHEATLEY

PRE -REGISTER  TO  GUARANTEE  A  SPOT

Aurora Town Park - 49 Wells Street

We reserve the right to cancel,  amend or change activities.

For health and safety reasons, pets are not 
able to experience this event.

Service dogs excepted.

Saturday, August 14

905-726-4762 • aurora.ca/listenandlearn

aurora.ca/listenandlearn

10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. | 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

LISTEN & LEARN • OPEN Q & A
FREE BEADING KITS
(available while quanities last)

COVID-19 Protocols in place     

WALK ING  THE  ROAD  OF  RECONC IL IAT ION  THROUGH

INDIGENOUS
STORYTELLING

Kim to take Council leave 
during federal campaign 
as Tory candidate

As local candidates prepare for an 
anticipated Federal election this month, 
a significant change could take place 
around Aurora’s municipal table as 
Councillor Harold Kim prepares to hit 
the campaign trail as the Conservative 
candidate for Newmarket-Aurora. 

The two-term Councillor, who has 
served as Deputy Mayor since the 
2018 municipal election, secured the 
party’s nomination on Thursday night 
at the Newmarket branch of  the Royal 
Canadian Legion.

Once the election is called, Councillor 
Kim says he will seek a leave of  absence 
from Council for the duration of  
the campaign as he faces off  against 
incumbent Liberal Tony Van Bynen 
and candidates from across the political 
spectrum.

Councillor Kim came out on top 
over former MP Lois Brown, who twice 
represented the riding in Ottawa but 
came up short as the party’s candidate in 
the last two Federal elections.

Until recently, the field to challenge 
Van Bynen was more crowded with 
incumbent Aurora Councillor Rachel 
Gilliland in the mix, along with former 
broadcaster Teresa Kruze. Ms. Kruze 
dropped out of  the race earlier this year 
and threw her support behind Brown, 
while Councillor Gilliland’s exit was more 
recent.

“I wish to extend my sincere 
congratulations to Harold on his 
nomination,” said Councillor Gilliland. 
“I had stepped aside from the nomination 
a few weeks ago. I have a lot of  unfinished 
business in Aurora and have been 
encouraged by many residents to stay 
at a municipal level. I look forward to 
continuing to serve my community 
and collaborating with other levels of  
government.”

Despite her long standing as 
Newmarket-Aurora’s Conservative 
candidate, Brown was a more recent 
entry in the field receiving party approval 
to stand for the nomination in early July.

This decision, she said, meant she 
“only had a week” to secure support from 
local party faithful and sell memberships, 
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Direct: 905-895-6886
marioncarcone@gmail.com

Sales Representative

marioncarcone@gmail.com
Direct: 905-895-6886

“Experience isn’t expensive. It’s priceless”

MARION L CARCONE

Northwest Aurora Home

Coveted Tree-Lined Street

Backing On Greenspace

Celebrating 30 Years of Real Estate Service Excellence

MARION L CARCONE
Sales Representative

Experience isn’t expensive. It’s priceless.

Office: 905-726-8558 Direct: 905-895-6886
MarionLCarcone.com marioncarcone@gmail.com

Beautiful 1421 sq ft corner unit! Filled with
natural light. Spacious living/dining area. 2
bdrms, 2 full baths. New laminate floors.
Central Aurora location. Offered at $684,900.

Spacious open concept living & family rooms
with hardwood floors. Spacious eat-in kitchen
walks out to deck & south facing yard.
Walkout lower level. Offered at $929,900.

Spectacular N/W Aurora home with spacious,
cook’s kitchen and large deck for entertaining.
4 bdrms, 2 1/2 baths (all redone). Private yard
with hot tub . Offered at $1,249,900.

Stunning home on tranquil crescent. Large pie-
shaped lot with in-ground pool and profes-
sional landscaping. New designer kitchen.
Gleaming hardwood. Offered at $1,199,900.

‘Highland Green’

Office: 905-726-8558
marionlcarcone.com

Found at the terminus of a graciously curving drive, on a mature 2+ acre hilltop lot, this Aurora estate offers a multitude of interior and exterior 
features including a spacious and bright open concept kitchen, main fl oor offi ce, main fl oor living, dining and family rooms, four generously 
dimensioned  bedrooms upstairs and two additional bedrooms for a granny or nanny suite on the lower level, media and games rooms and 
a dedicated gym.  The welcoming wrap-around porch affords sweeping views of the fairy tale forest fl anked by a perennial stream. A truly 
majestic property in the heart of town, on Aurora’s prestigious Kennedy West. Contact Marion or Kate Carcone, Broker.  Offered at $2,998,000.

Celebrating 32 Years of Real Estate Service Excellence

Kennedy West Icon

Pacific to Atlantic: How an Aurora man travelled across Canada in 42 days 

Jesse Micak took pictures of just about everything along the way, but the ones taken in British Columbia 
where it all started, to the shores of the Atlantic with his family, are his most precious treasures. 
Contributed photo

By Robert Belardi 

Aurora resident Jesse Micak had 
dreamed of  this since he was in his 20s. 

He played this out time and time 
again. He envisioned himself  riding 
his bicycle across Canada, seeing the 
craggy mountains in the west with 
their crowns covered in snow; hearing 
the howls of  wildlife in the middle of  
the night while in his tent; feeling the 
vibration from his bike’s tires, on the 
long-winding roads; tasting the cool-
crisp fresh air emitted from the forests. 

Much of  this imagery was a dream, 
of  course.

36-years-old, married and with 
two young girls to raise, he knew how 
difficult this would be to achieve. 
But once COVID arrived, it came as 
somewhat of  a blessing in disguise. 
Micak spent over a year at home with 
his family while still running his small 
business with his partners. It clicked in 
his mind that maybe this was the time 
to try out this trip, if  he got the chance. 

Earlier in the year, Micak and his 
partners made an executive decision 
to transfer the business to Cushman 
& Wakefield. In doing so, Micak only 
asked for one thing in this transaction.  

“I asked for the time off  in the 
summer to pursue this trip before I 
truly started. They agreed to that,” 
Micak said. 

He began to prepare. First thing’s 
first, he practiced sleeping in a tent 
because it would have been unrealistic 
to sleep in a motel every night unless 
he truly needed a good night’s rest. He 
knew he would have to find campsites. 

“I did practice sleeping in my 
backyard in Aurora before I left. I 
set my tent up. My daughter even 
stayed with me a couple of  nights so 
we camped out,” Micak said. “I tried 
to get used to the concept of  sleeping 
outside.” 

He spoke with his wife and children 
and they agreed to let him go alone. 
He planned to begin out in British 
Columbia.

Micak brought his tour bike that has 
the capability of  holding a lot of  weight. 

He brought a few clothes, some food 
and his tent. He arrived in B.C at the 
most perfect time as restrictions lifted 
June 15 and wildfires had subsided. 

Ideally, he wanted to begin with the 
Pacific Ocean and make his way all the 
way to Halifax, Nova Scotia right off  
the Atlantic. That’s 6,002.7 kilometres 
of  riding.

“BC was the best province to cycle. 
The mountains, the wildlife, the rivers. 
Everything about it was incredible. 
I also lost a lot of  weight in BC 
because of  the climbing. I was in really 
good shape by the time I made it to 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. BC was 
like my training ground.”

Along the way, Micak had dumped 
off  some of  his things to make his 
trip lighter. He also got very creative 
in washing his clothes. He went to 
laundromats and hung his clothes on 
to the back of  his bike with bungie 
cords to dry them off  as he was riding. 

As he crossed this country’s exquisite 
landscape he also saw what he calls the 
“real Canada.”

“Truly the sense of  community and 
the support for small communities that 
people have for one another. It wasn’t 
uncommon for strangers and random 
people come up and talk to me. I had 
several people buy me lunch. Some 
people even gave me cash and said 
‘buy dinner tonight on me.’” 

“Another thing that was very 
relevant in the trip was the residential 
schools and the impact on the different 
communities in Canada as the news 
was coming out. It was very obvious 
there was a lot of  sadness, especially in 
the prairies and in northern Ontario.” 

He classified the GTA, Montreal 
and Vancouver as their own bubbles. 
He saw what he needed to see from the 
rest of  Canada. How people live, how 
they are raised in all aspects of  life in 
the country. Even seeing the sadness in 
communities when news was coming 
out regarding the remains of  children 
being found in unmarked graves, he 
saw the hurt first hand. Here we might 
just see a headline, but there you feel 
the trepidation right before your eyes. 

When he met his family closer to the 

end of  this trip in Nova Scotia on the 
verge of  completing his journey after 
42 days on a bicycle, Micak reflected this 
trip changed him as a person. 

“It gave me some perspective on how 
lucky I am with my family. Being away 
from my two daughters aged six and 
three, as well as my wife Sarah - being 
away from them for 42 days like this, 
really showed me how important they 
are in my life. Also, with Sarah, how 
lucky I am to even attempt this and have 
her support to do it.” 

He had his chance to chase a dream 
and he accomplished it. It was only a 
personal goal. He never raised money 
doing this. 

He hopes to continue spreading this 
message to his two girls as they grow 
up. If  you have a dream, chase it – no 
matter how old you are. Because when 
the opportunity comes, there will be a 
right time to go for it and a wrong time. 
For Micak, this was the only time and 
he’ll look back on this as one of  the best 
experiences he’s had in his life thus far. 

TONY
Van Bynen
Member of Parliament Newmarket-Aurora

Constituency Office: 905-953-7515 • email: Tony.VanBynen@parl.gc.ca • website: vanbynen.ca

Constituency Office: 905-953-7515
email: Tony.  VanBynen@parl.gc.ca
website: vanbynen.ca



THE AURORAN, Thursday, August 12, 2021Page  4

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR

How personal are “personal decisions” these days?
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Region encourages 
shopping local in Stage 3

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

We acknowledge the financial support  
of the Government of Canada

Funded by the  
Government  

of Canada

YEARS

Machell’s Corners

To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email to  

brock@lpcmedia.ca  
Deadline for submissions  

is Sunday at 1 p.m.

As we welcome August and the dog 
days of  summer, York Region continues 
to encourage residents to buy from 
and show support for local businesses 
as we continue through Step 3 of  the 
provincial Roadmap to Reopen.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
had a significantly negative impact 
on businesses in our communities, 
particularly small businesses. As 
restrictions lift and businesses 
welcome patrons again, there are new 
opportunities to support local businesses 
who embody the spirit of  our York 
Region communities.

Choose local for your shopping or 
dining needs. You can support local 
businesses by:

• Ordering takeout from your 
favourite restaurant, enjoying 
a patio or partaking in indoor 
dining, permitted in Step 3

• Shopping in-person or online
• Attending your local Farmers’ 

Market to visit a variety of  local 
vendors all in one place

Shopping local can also benefit our 
York Region communities, some of  
which include:

• Personalized service with small 
business owners going the extra 
mile to enhance your customer 
experience

• Unique products and services you 
won’t find anywhere else

• Support of  the local economy: 
Money spent locally is an 
investment back into the 
community.

To ensure a safe shopping experience, 
many businesses have greatly enhanced 
worker and customer safety through 
new health and safety precautions, such 
as having COVID-19 Safety Plans, 
mandatory masking requirement, 
appropriate physical distancing and 
adhering to capacity limits.

Before setting out to shop local, please 
remember a few things when visiting 
local businesses:

• Always wear a proper-fitting face 
covering or mask

• Follow the rules set out by the 
store, be patient and follow 
directional store signs

• Please be kind; your local 
establishments are working hard 
to serve you and keep everyone 
safe and a simple please and thank 
you can really go a long way

Take the Shop Local YR challenge and 
show us how you support local businesses 
by using the hashtag #shoplocalYR.

For more information on how you can 
support local businesses in York Region, 
visit york.ca/shoplocal.

Regional Municipality of York

Do you ever look back and try to 
pinpoint a single moment or decision 
that grabbed your life and took it in an 
unexpected and worthwhile direction?

For me, a simple coffee table book my 
grandmother kept on a table beside a 
chair in her bedroom, sparked something. 
Leafing through the tome every time we 
visited only served to stoke these early 
sparks into a flame and the fire has barely 
subsided. I never truly outgrew this 
particular interest and as I got older, my 
research into what captured my attention 
only went deeper. It helped me find an 
outlet for this passion, one of  advocacy 
on my own time which continues to stand 
me in good stead to this day. 

Another instance is a decision made 
on my behalf, shortly after I was born.

One of  the very first television 
programs I was ever exposed to sparked 
another enduring passion. It is through 
this interest, which has only gone from 
strength to strength in each passing year, 
that I met so many of  my closest friends. It 
also served as a springboard for so many 
other interests that I can’t imagine what 
my life would be like without my mother 
setting me in that very specific direction.

But the choice to fuel the passion, and 
everything that goes with it, over the last 
35-odd years has been mine.

In my youth, there was one instance 
where I almost drove a teacher to 
distraction, but I maintain it was all 
for the greater good. The teacher, who 
hailed from South Africa, was involved in 
coordinating a small part of  then-South 
African President Nelson Mandela’s 
official trip to Canada in the late 1990s. 

As such, he managed to get a handful 
of  tickets to one gathering for his students 
and I was damned if  I was going to miss 
such a historic event. It wasn’t, of  course, 
a ticket that was going to be handed out 
to anyone who asked. Certain projects 
were devised to essentially weed out, 
for lack of  a better phrase, those who 
were truly interested in being a part of  
something historic or those just looking 
to get the afternoon off.

Those of  us in the former category 
decided the work was worth it and that 
unforgettable afternoon in the presence 
of  greatness – however far away that 
greatness turned out to be on the day in 
question – proved us right.

It was to be just over a decade before 
I was able to set foot in Africa, albeit 
significantly further north than the nation 
over which Mandela presided. In my 
last year of  university, I had the chance 

to take part in the Rwanda Initiative, 
a partnership between Carleton 
University’s School of  Journalism, the 
Government of  Canada, and several 
media outlets in the cities of  Kigali and 
Butare.

The benefits of  working abroad were 
obvious to me, but less so to several loved 
ones who didn’t quite see the value, even 
for a very short period of  time. Despite 
this, I made the decision to forge ahead, 
equipped with solid knowledge of  the 
benefits and risks. 

As far as decisions go, these are 
ultimately very personal ones. They were 
made with eyes wide open and with due 
consideration of  what it would mean to 
me and those around me. 

Try as I might, however, I simply can’t 
see the choice to forego a vaccine of  
COVID-19 as a “very personal decision” 
unless it is one made in consideration 
of  your own medical history and in 
consultation with a qualified medical 
doctor.

Before embarking on that trip to 
Rwanda, I – along with everyone else 
going there – was turned into a veritable 
pin cushion as we were vaccinated 
against all manner of  dreadful-sounding 
maladies and had oral inoculations when 
a simple jab wouldn’t do the trick.

We took them not only to stay healthy 
while we were there, but also in due 
consideration of  what we might bring 
into the country, or back to Canada 
where such health issues are mercifully 
rare – funnily enough thanks to thorough 
medical research – and to our families 
and other loved ones.

There was no question at the time 
that it was the right decision to make, 
but, then again, mass misinformation 
campaigns in 2007 were, by comparison 
to today, pretty embryonic.

There is no such thing in a Global 
Pandemic as a “very personal decision” 
when it comes to vaccines.

Most of  us have done our part by 
getting at least one dose of  a COVID-19 
vaccine, putting our trust in medical 
science over questionable YouTube 
“experts” and people on social media 
posting videos “the experts don’t want 
you to see” – more often than not, it 
seems, recorded from the driver’s seats 
of  their cars and audio courtesy of  a can 
and a string taped to the microphone of  
their cell.

In the fight against a still-invisible 
enemy that has wrought very visible 
havoc on our families, our health care 
system, our neighbourhoods and our 
businesses, every decision we make as 
individuals has very real consequences 
well beyond our bubbles.

Those who have been responsible 
in getting their double jabs have done 
so not only to protect their health and 
the health of  those around them, but 
as citizens of  a greater community, 
one that is collectively looking to get 
back to some degree of  normalcy as 
soon as we possibly can and protect 
our most vulnerable from the Delta 
variant and others that are inevitably 
to come.

Those who haven’t, if  they are 
indeed able to do so, have also made 
a conscious choice, but it is certainly 
not a personal one as it has a direct 
impact on anyone who crosses their 
path. It is a choice to put little value 
on the health, safety and lives of  loved 
ones, neighbours and any stranger 
you might meet through the course 
of  the day. It’s a choice to potentially 
get others sick, possibly very seriously, 
because it is somehow inconvenient to 
walk in off  the street to get a shot.

It’s a choice to disregard the work 
our frontline workers – medical and 
otherwise – have been doing tirelessly 
for more than a year-and-a-half  
simply because…well, the reasons 
presented baffle me, so let’s just say 
“to make a point.”

And it is a “personal decision” the 
rest of  us will be left on the hook for 
in one way or another.

Making difficult decisions is a very 
important rite of  passage for each 
and every one of  us. Some of  them 
are very personal, others not so much, 
but each decision has a consequence 
whether immediately or somewhere 
down the line.

Consider what is well and truly a 
“personal decision” and make sure 
you don’t regret your choice.

www.TheAuroran.com

@TheAuroranNews
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This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of  Ontario Place.

When it first opened in 1971 under 
the leadership of  Premier Bill Davis, 
it was designed to reflect all that we, 
as Ontarians, embodied: our heritage, 
our diversity, our creativity and our 
potential.

Ontario Place is special in the hearts 
and minds of  Ontarians for the many 
wholesome events and activities that 
have taken place there by millions 
over the past 50 years. That is why 
our government recently announced 
that we will redevelop and revitalize 
Ontario Place into a world-class year-
round destination that will attract local, 
provincial and international visitors.

Through the 2019 Call for Development, 
we have been actively searching for 
the best partners from around the 
world to work with us on this unique 
opportunity to redevelop Ontario Place 
in a sustainable way. One that respects 
our historical and natural features 
while at the same time showcasing 
Ontario as the world in one province, 
a true reflection of  our diversity & 
multiculturalism while recognizing its 
strong Indigenous roots.

Three successful participants were 
chosen based on their alignment with 
the government’s vision, concept 
viability, delivery certainty, team 
qualification and expertise, and lastly, 
the costs and benefits to the province.

A new Ontario Place will include 

exceptional attractions by Therme 
Group, specializing in delivering a 
family-friendly health and wellness 
experience with botanical gardens, 
pools, waterslides, and over eight acres 
of  public gathering spaces, outdoor 
gardens, and an expanded and upgraded 
public beach. Other partners involved 
in this historical project are Écorécréo 
Group, to build an outdoor adventure 
and activity park, and Live Nation, to 
bring a brand new, all-season music and 
entertainment venue to Ontario Place.

As we recover from COVID-19, 
a modern, new Ontario Place will 
attract visitors from across Ontario and 
around the world to deliver an exciting 
and inclusive experience for everyone, 
and create unforgettable memories for 
future generations.

Across the site, the public realm will 
be enhanced and brought up to modern 
standards with new parks, promenades, 
trails and beaches. This is only the 

beginning of  the redevelopment. 
Our government is committed to 
engaging and keeping the public and 
stakeholders informed throughout the 
process and as we move forward, their 
input and that of  all Ontarians will be 
critical to support the planning and 
development of  the site. That is why 
starting in August, the government 
will engage with Ontarians through 
Ontario.ca/OntarioPlace – we want 
to hear from the people on what they 
would like to see and experience at a 
redeveloped Ontario Place. We will also 
be holding virtual public information 
sessions in the fall, while planning and 
development consultations related to 
the site-wide environmental assessment, 
heritage, and site servicing will follow in 
early 2022.

On that note, as your representative 
in the Ontario Legislature, my staff  
and I are here to serve you. If  you are 
a resident of  Aurora – Oak Ridges – 
Richmond Hill and require assistance, 
please do not hesitate to contact my 
office with any inquiries you may have, 
and we will do everything in our power 
to assist you. To book your vaccination 
appointment via the online portal, 
please visit ontario.ca/bookvaccine 
or york.ca/covid19vaccine. If  you still 
have a red and white health card, or 
require assistance with booking, call the 
Provincial Vaccine Information Line 
from Monday to Sunday 8:00am to 
8:00pm at 1-888-999-6488. 

Aurora is slowing down.
I don’t mean the economy, or the age 

and mobility of  its citizens, or through 
less hectic lifestyle choices. I mean 
traffic-wise.

The latest example of  this is 
discussions to add a stop sign northwest 
of  Yonge and Wellington to slow drivers 
trying to avoid that main intersection by 
deking down neighbouring side streets.  

To be fair, what Auroran driver hasn’t 
done their best to avoid experiencing 
the busy left-turn chaos of  that 
intersection? But all that extra local 
traffic’s not easy on people who live 
in the area, and who want to be able 
to back out of  their driveways without 
losing a fender, or walk cross the street 
safely.

So, before long, anyone who travels 
through that area will be forced to slow 
down a bit more.

Of  course, the installation of  one 
stop sign is a pittance compared to all 
the calming features added several years 
ago just a stone’s throw away northeast 
of  Yonge and Wellington.  

Cushions, barriers, signs, one-way 
streets, speed humps…and they’re 
apparently still not done, as Council 
grapples with adding more features to 
these streets to negate drivers trying to 
sneak through where it isn’t allowed.

But this inevitable big traffic slowdown 
has been going on for years all over 

Aurora as our population has grown 
faster than our road infrastructure.

Every year there are more bicycles, 
more pedestrians, more pets, more 
lanes closed due to construction, and 
of  course, more cars, both being driven 
and parked on our streets.  

Fortunately for cyclists and 
pedestrians, there are also more trails, 
bike lanes and sidewalks, but these 
only go so far. And even they are not 
necessarily safe according to further 
discussions at Council, where there are 
moves afoot to slow down speedy bike 
riders in the arboretum.  

As for the roads in Town, whether 
travelled on by vehicle or crossed on 
foot, they are used by everyone, and 
there are a lot more “everyones” all the 
time.

The result of  this over the years: 
speed limits have dropped on many 
streets, traffic lights have gone in, stop 

signs have sprouted, speed humps have 
appeared, and signalized pedestrian 
crossings have been added. 

These measures are not limited to 
the two legged pedestrians crossing the 
roads, either.  To go with the previous 
signs warning of  geese, there are now 
flashing hazard lights to advise drivers 
of  potential collisions with turtles.

It’s safe to assume we can expect 
more of  these going in in future, along 
with other features, such as photo radar. 

Unless they moved into Town 
yesterday, residents are aware of  this 
element of  the Town’s growth. So, 
it surprises me when people express 
dismay and outrage when a new 
calming feature is proposed or installed.  

It’s not that we want to be slowed 
down in this element of  our daily lives, 
but wouldn’t we all much rather be safe?

Aurora is only so big and emergency 
vehicles aside, there is nowhere in Town 
that necessitates getting there that fast.

So, take an extra minute to get to the 
404, resign yourself  to the fact someone 
else may get in line ahead of  you at the 
drive-though, and enjoy a more sedate 
pace as you take your kids to their 
practice.  

Slow down. Calm down. Let’s get 
there safely. 

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

THIS WEEK’S NEW POLL
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INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

The Big Slowdown

Parsa’s 
Perspective

Michael Parsa, MPP 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

Since the pandemic hit, many of  
us have become increasingly nostalgic 
for times gone past, finding ourselves 
reconnecting with old school friends 
over Facebook and Zooming with 
relatives we haven’t seen in years. 

Nostalgia can take on a darker 
tone when we revisit books of  our 
childhood. Authors once cherished 
are increasingly being called out for 
careful examination. The most recent 
publicized incident was the decision in 
March 2021 by Dr. Seuss Enterprises 
to cease publication of  six books found 
to have racist and insensitive imagery. 
While Dr. Seuss has been loved by 
millions for his playful rhyming and 
positive environmental and anti-war 
values, rereading these books after so 
many years is a stark awakening.

For libraries, the removal of  
offensive material is complex. Leaving 
books on our shelves is problematic, 
but pulling them from collections can 
be viewed as a form of  censorship. 
Revisiting Dr. Seuss has begun a 
scrutiny of  many childhood classics, 
and libraries around the world are 
having important conversations 
about how to balance core values of  
intellectual freedom with the harmful 
and hurtful stereotypes depicted in 
much of  classic children’s literature.

Some libraries are actively removing 
these books from their shelves; some 
are waiting for the process of  weeding 
to cause a natural death. Some libraries 
with historical literature collections are 
re-cataloging these books for scholars 
undertaking literary research. While 
our approaches vary, libraries agree 
that the number of  titles we will be 
reviewing will most certainly increase.

At my library, we have decided to 
insert bookplates in the remaining 
books in our collections alerting 
caregivers to the issues and inviting 
them to explore titles that encourage 
social justice, anti-racism, diversity 
and inclusion. The books we share 
with our children even at an early age 
matter in shaping their world view. 

Once-charming books have lost 
their glow as we look at them through 
a new lens. There are so many 
wonderful books to share with children 
that I believe these titles will fade into 
a sadly tarnished and harmful past. 
Nostalgia isn’t all it’s been hyped to be 
– at least, not when you live in Library 
Land.

What I’ve been reading:

The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto 
by Mitch Albom
Dual Citizens 
by Alix Ohlin

This One Looks Like a Boy 
by Lorimer Shenher

Eight Perfect Murders 
by Peter Swanson

Reccia Mandelcorn is the Manager, 
Community Collaboration at Aurora Public 
Library. The opinions expressed in this 
column reflect her personal thoughts about the 
engagement of  community with their public 
library.

Welcome to 
Library Land

By Reccia Mandelcorn

Do you support 
vaccine 

“passports”?

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives 

is celebrating…
Leathercraft Day! 

(August 15)

To celebrate Leathercraft Day, we’re 

following up last week’s entry with another 

nod to Aurora’s industrial history. The Collis 

Leather tannery was a landmark and major 

employer in Aurora from its opening in 

1912. This ring of suede samples (989.16.1) 

demonstrates some of the colours available 

in their 1973 lineup. At the time of their 

closing in 1988, Collis was the last remaining 

Canadian producer of calfskin. The factory 

complex on Tyler Street was demolished in 

2015.
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CUSTOM NEW KITCHENS
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES • PERSPECTIVE DRAWINGS 

CABINET REFACING
Servicing the GTA for 30 years

NEW KITCHENS
or REFACING
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OFF13%

Display Cabinetry 
For Sale
Cash and Carry

Display Cabinetry 
For Sale
Cash and Carry

Call or email us today 
905-954-0967  •  416-479-0415  •  705-797-4853  info@cabinetmagic.ca
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Visit Our Showroom 
1100 Gorham St. Unit #20, Newmarket

� e bi� ern�   �  poor quality is remembered long a er the swe	 n�   �  a low price has faded � om memory

BUY
Canadian!

Christine Elliott 
MPP for Newmarket-Aurora

 905-853-9889   1-800-211-1881  
 Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org
 www.christineelliottmpp.ca

REDUCING WAIT TIMES FOR 
SURGERIES AND PROCEDURES 
Timely access to care helps us stay healthy. 
Ontario is investing $324M to help hospitals 
perform thousands more surgeries and procedures, 
ensuring patients can access the care they need. 

Learn more about Ontario’s comprehensive surgical recovery plan to address wait  
times and improve access to care. christineelliottmpp.ca/reducing-waittimes

Virtual sessions will help Addiction Services  
reach more people in need

Some might think not a lot can be 
accomplished in an hour; but 60 minutes 
in the right hands could be a life-saver for 
people in the community struggling with 
addictions.

Addiction Services of  York Region, 
which provides critical services in both 
York Region and South Simcoe, launched 
a new program last week designed to 
reach more people and help get clients the 
help they need over the phone or over a 
computer – anywhere in Ontario.

Addiction Services of  York Region’s 
(ASYR) new virtual single-session 
counselling services are available for adults 
and youth aged 12 and up to get faster help 
for any questions or concerns they might 
have about substance use and addiction.

After answering a few short registration 
questions over the phone, anyone in 
Ontario can book a single-session 
appointment on Tuesday or Thursday 
afternoons. A session typically lasts about 
an hour and is carried out by confidential 
video link or through a traditional phone 
line.

During a session, a trained counsellor 
will provide information and support 
using “techniques based on motivational 
interviewing and cognitive behavioural 
therapy.”

“As an agency, we’re trying our best to be 
as creative as possible with the funding we 
receive from the government to respond to 
the needs of  the communities we serve,” 
says Penny Marrett, Executive Director 
of  the AYSR. “We recognize that not 
everyone can come to in-person services. 
Sometimes it might have to do with where 
you work and where the service is being 
offered. It might be about how your work 
or school schedule is. Being able to offer 
the personal services just adds another 
vehicle for us to be able to offer services.”

Offering these virtual services is a pivot 
that might have come from the global 
pandemic, but it is also a pivot that will 

have ongoing benefits long after the 
pandemic is behind us.

ASYR clients, says Susan McGrail, 
Clinical Director for the organization, 
have come to like the virtual options 
offered over the last year-and-a-half  as 
it has provided options for parents who 
might not be able to find a babysitter to get 
out for an in-person appointment, might 
worry about transportation or transit into 
a clinic, or find it difficult to make that first 
step face to face.

“They like that confidentiality and that 
ease of  access to a professional counsellor 
because our main tool as counsellors 
is conversation,” says McGrail. “We’re 
pretty excited about working that way and 
clinicians and clients are saying they quite 
like that.

“Our clients like to feel safe too from the 
pandemic and the worry of  encountering 
others in a waiting room or going to an in-
person service.”

With that said, however, there are some 
challenges.

Not everyone who seeks out assistance 
from the ASYR have a private and 
confidential spot to sit down and speak to a 
professional worker about their substance 
use issues and concerns. 

“That is a challenge for people having 
that technology and having that privacy to 
be able to do that,” she continues. “For me, 

one of  the challenges is when I am meeting 
somebody new, I really like to maybe show 
them their chair, maybe hold it, maybe 
give them some Kleenex or offer them a 
coffee and bring it to them myself  to make 
them at ease --- just those tiny things. If  
someone, say, has been mandated to come 
and see you by an employer, you can put 
them a lot at ease with things like that. On 
virtual, you have your words and you have 
your smile.”

But having these options available to 
them now is putting smiles not just on 
the faces of  counsellors and professionals 
who work with the ASYR, but clients 
themselves.

On the first day of  their launch on 
August 3, they had immediate uptake. The 
first client was simply someone “looking 
for more information to help them figure 
out what’s better for them in their own 
journey,” but the reasons a potential client 
might reach out are almost limitless.

“We think there might be a lot of  people 
who just aren’t sure of  things and have some 
questions,” says McGrail. “Mom might 
have found some drug paraphernalia in 
her son’s bedroom and just wants to call 
in real quick and ask how concerned she 
should be, how might she approach this 
and what she should do. That coaching 
that you might give someone at the time 
just might give her the tools to address the 

issue and then, if  someone wants to come 
back as a couple or to a parent education 
group, those things can all be explored 
with them. If  we are not 100 per cent the 
right fit, someone calls in and says they 
need supports for their son who is on the 
autism spectrum, we could also steer them 
in the right direction.”

Adds Merritt: “In the end, what we 
want to do is provide the support for the 
individual who is in the session to make a 
decision about how best they feel they want 
to move forward. We will totally respect 
that decision, whatever the decision is. 
If  the decision is to want to have more 
services and the services they’re looking 
for we provide, we will then move that 
forward. If  they decide they want to stay 
where they are, they have some additional 
information and have had a chance to 
talk to someone. They can then make that 
decision, but they know their decision is 
being respected. 

“I think that is really the important 
theme. We’re not there to convince them 
to make a chance that they’re not ready 
for. We’re there to provide them with 
information and support so they can make 
the decision that is the best for them at that 
time.”

For more information about this and any other 
services ASYR has to offer, visit asyr.ca or call 
1-800-263-2288.
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WELCOME TO AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES

www.hyundaiofaurora.ca

905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora
SERVICE & PARTS • OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
7:30AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-NOON
EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS
WEDNESDAY • 7:30AM-8PM

905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora Wellington St.
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MEET “KONA” OUR CUSTOMER
 CARE AMBASSADOR

◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2021 ELANTRA Essential manual with an annual lease rate of 0%. Total lease obligation is $8,901. Weekly lease payment of $62 for a 33-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $0 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment 
amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Lease offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of 
$0.12/km. †Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2021 TUCSON 2.0L Essential FWD/2021 KONA 2.0L Essential FWD models with an annual finance rate of 0%/0%. Cost of borrowing is $0/$0. Selling price is $27,549/$23,249. Weekly payments are $88/$75 for 72/72 months. $0/$0 down payment 
required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include Delivery and Destination charge of $1,825/$1,825, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. *Finance payment shown 
for the 2021 TUCSON 2.0L Essential FWD includes the finance purchase credit of $500. Finance purchase credit is applied before taxes and is calculated against the vehicle’s starting price. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. ♦Price of model shown: 2021 TUCSON Ultimate AWD Magnetic Grey/2021 KONA Ultimate AWD Pulse Red/2021 
ELANTRA Ultimate Intense Blue with Tech package is $40,257/$34,457/$30,357. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,825/$1,825/$1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. ◊†*♦Offers available 
for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit 
www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions. ±Certain restrictions apply. Customers must present their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase 
to receive special price discount off their purchase. Program subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com/military or see dealer for complete details. ™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other 
trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. 

Additional information:

•  Dealers may charge additional fees for administration of up to $499. 
Charges may vary by dealer.

•  Active and veteran military personnel receive up to $750 in price adjustments±. 
Visit hyundaicanada.com/military

hyundaicanada.com

2021 ELANTRA

months◊ on all 2021 ELANTRA models

Get

leasing 

0% 33
for

Standard key features include:
•  Rearview camera with dynamic guidelines
•   8.0" touch-screen display with Apple CarPlayTM

and Android AutoTM

Ultimate model with Tech package shown ♦

Example selling price of $27,549 on the 2.0L Essential FWD

finance
purchase credit*Plus get a $500

2021 TUCSON

months† on all 2021 TUCSON models

Get

financing 

0% 72
for

Standard key features include:
•  Lane Departure Warning with Lane Keeping Assist
•   7.0" touch-screen display with Apple CarPlayTM

and Android AutoTM

Ultimate model shown ♦Ultimate model shown Ultimate model shown ♦

Example selling price of $23,249 on the 2.0L Essential FWD

2021 KONA

months† on all 2021 KONA models

Get

financing 

0% 72
for

Standard key features include:
•  Roof side rails
•  7.0" touch-screen display with Apple CarPlayTM

and Android AutoTM

Ultimate model shown 

on select models 

Lease◊ or finance† from

0 %

PRE ORDER 
IONIC5 & SANTA CRUZ

AVAILABLE TO ORDER AT
AURORAHYUNDAI.CA

Factory

Authorized
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NEW! Fresh Cut Flowers

Big Brothers Big Sisters focuses on wait list ahead of school reopening

With students unable to attend school 
for the most of  the last half  of  the 2020-
2021 school year, not only have they been 
missing out on the camaraderie that comes 
with in-person learning, but others have 
been missing something equally important: 
in-school mentorship.

As the pieces fall into place for the 2021-
2022 school year, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of  York is focused on gearing up their in-
school mentorship program once again, 
initiatives that will also come with a virtual 
component as we get back to some degree 
of  normalcy.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of  York 
(BBBSY) was recently announced as 
one of  30 area non-profits to receive 
funds from the Hoedown Community 
Foundation, a pot of  money established 
by Magna International to benefit 
community partners who would otherwise 

share in proceeds from the annual Magna 
Hoedown, an event which was cancelled 
for the second year running in 2021 due to 
the global pandemic. 

The timing of  this cash infusion was 
“perfect” as they ready this two-prong 
approach, says BBBSY’s Suzanne 
Boucher, while tackling at the same time 
an expansive wait list of  kids looking for 
mentorship.

“Our team has put together multiple 
new virtual mentoring programs as well 
as our original community foundation 
programs,” says Ms. Boucher of  programs 
that have served the community for more 
than 51 years. “This is almost the absolute 
perfect timing when we’re able to get more 
volunteers to help provide these programs. 
Usually every year we serve anywhere 
between 450 and 550 children on average; 
this year, by July, we had already served 
over 560 kids. We’re probably going to hit 
close to double that this year. That is what 
our program is expecting, especially once 
the school year starts again.

“This funding came at such an 
incredible time. Our wait list has been 
growing and we just want to keep the 
momentum going.”

Through various shutdowns, lockdowns, 
and redevelopment of  Ontario’s reopening 
plans, it has been more important than ever 
for BBBSY to ensure existing mentorships 
between adults and youth are maintained 
when meeting up face-to-face has been 
more difficult than ever.

In Step 3, whether they proceed to face-
to-face interaction again or maintain that 
virtual connection is up to the mentorship 

partners, but BBBSY encourages virtual 
interaction right now. 

“In this digital day and age, our kids 
are thriving through the virtual mentoring 
programs because they have the 
opportunity to talk in the chat room where 
they are a lot more open,” says Boucher. “A 
lot of  our in-person mentoring programs, 
some of  them are a little bit shier, don’t 
really speak up as much, but we’re noticing 
a trend online where kids are a lot more 
talkative and they communicate a lot more 
easily. If  they are not having a good day, 
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

How much 
are you paying 
for financial advice? 

As an investor, it’s important that the services you receive 
are worth the fees you pay.  Ask yourself: 

•  Do I know what I pay for investment advice?  
•  Am I getting good value?  
•  Do I understand how my advisor is compensated? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above,  
contact Brendan Black today for a complimentary second 
opinion on your portfolio.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON L4G 1N1

&FINANCE
BUSINESS

Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Making 
a Happy 
Homeowner 
is my 
primary goal.

Roya Doosti Khah
Mortgage Specialist GTA

 647-615-1643    Roya.Doostikhah@bmo.com ®/™ Trademarks of Bank of Montreal. 

• 130-Day Mortgage Rate Guarantee
• Pre-Construction Mortgage
• New Purchase
• Refinance
•  Newcomer and  

Non-Resident Mortgage
• Homeowner ReadiLine®

SAVE THE DATE!
Monday, September 13, 2021

Aurora Chamber of Commerce
Golf Day 

at
Westview Golf Club

 
Complete the registration form in the link

below to secure your spot! 
www.aurorachamber.on.ca/golf-day

905.727.4258 
www.tholiver.com 

 

On Sale! 

Williams student shows a hoodie is more than  
just a hoodie through Summer Business

Abhi Ravipati has no shortage of  fun 
and creative ideas – and an eye for design.

It has been a long simmering passion 
for the Dr. G.W. Williams Student who is 
set to begin Grade 12 this fall, but rather 
than waiting to flex her creative muscles 
back in the classroom this September, she 
has been doing just that over the summer 
and making a difference for South Asian 
women in the Greater Toronto Area, one 
hoodie at a time.

Abhi is one of  several area students 
to benefit from the Summer Company 

program, spearheaded by the Region 
of  York. The program, which is run 
by the York Small Business Enterprise 
Centre (YSBEC) on behalf  of  the 
Provincial Government, fosters youth 
entrepreneurship by helping select students 
not only launch their summer business 
but learn through training programs and 
mentorship opportunities.

Lucky students receive a grant of  up to 
$3,000 each to bring their ideas to fruition 
and this year’s crop included youth looking 
to make their mark in everything from 
drone photography to hand-made fashion 
accessories. 

“One of  the main benefits of  the 
program is that the skills they learn here can 

also help them out down the road should 
they decide to run a business,” says Vivian 
Ho-Tam, Small Business Consultant with 
the YSBEC. “For those who don’t pursue 
entrepreneurship, the skills they learn can 
help them in their academic studies and 
even help them manage a budget. 

“This is the first time we are running the 
program completely virtually. In previous 
years, we would organize a showcase in 
our Administrative Centre and have the 
students promote their businesses, but 
with COVID-19 we had to adjust our 
approach. This year, we have a great group 
of  students that are active, motivated and 
skilled.”

Through her grant, Abhi has founded 
embellishes.ca, which produces custom-
embroidered hoodies celebrating the rich 
tapestry of  South Asian culture. A portion 
of  the proceeds from each sale benefits 
the South Asian Women’s Centre, which 
provides assistance with everything from 
mental health to assisting survivors of  
sexual assault, rape and forced marriages.

“When I first [heard about this 
program] I had so many ideas I would 
love to execute and among them was my 
passion for representing under-represented 
individuals,” says Abhi. “I love making 
things as unique as possible and really 
catering to the individual. I was able to 
create a brand that was really celebrating 
South Asian culture and bringing attention 
to a lot of  the issues South Asians have to 
go through that aren’t really talked about 
a lot.

“When I start designing, for my first 
ones it was about just representing all parts 
of  South Asian culture and bringing it all 
together. I created a minimalistic design so 
it is very modern and anyone could wear 
it. It was about putting together Canadian 
and South Asian cultures and celebrating 
them together and showing appreciation 
for the fact that blending these two cultures 
can make beautiful things. Through that 
process, I come up with a couple of  ideas 
and sometimes I will do some minimalistic 
designs that are one-line artwork and then 
I will do others with more geographic 
shapes and play around with it. From 
there, I will take it to my software so it is 
formatted properly for my embroidery 
machine and test it out through a trial and 

error process before I put it on my hoodie.”
Each hoodie that is produced by 

embellishes.ca is made, packaged and 
shipped by Abhi, along with hand-written 
thank-you notes. She prides herself  on 
being involved in the whole process, along 
with the fact that her garments are versatile 
and appeal to people of  all ages.

She also takes pride in what she has 
learned through the Summer Company 
program, particularly through mentorship 
opportunities with people in the field. They 
have given her savvy tips on marketing, 
connecting with customers and audiences, 
bookkeeping and other essentials for a 
successful business. Mentors, she says, have 
been there for her every step of  the way.

As she prepares to begin her final year at 
Williams, Abhi is focused on her education 
with a goal of  attending university for 
business and entrepreneurship. Along 
the way, she hopes she can continue her 
business part-time as a creative outlet and 
a way to help.

“I value my education and after I’m 
finished, if  I could pursue this long-term 
and really help make a difference among 
the South Asian community, it would be a 
dream come true,” she says. “The designs I 
am creating highlight the various struggles 
and things that South Asians have to go 
through in Canada. It brings a sense of  
representation and a sense of  another 
voice speaking out for the issue at hand.”

Abhi Ravipati has turned her passion for design into a summer business that will help South Asian 
women in Canada. 

Contributed photo
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Investments in school ventilation will  
help students return to normal: Ministry

A further investment on improving 
ventilation in schools will support a safe 
return for students this fall, according to 
the Ministry of  Education.

Education Minister Steven Lecce 
announced an investment of  a further 
$25 million towards upgrading school 
ventilation systems in an announcement 
made in York Region last week.

The focus of  the investment will be to 
ensure “all occupied classrooms, gyms, 
libraries, and other instructional spaces 
without mechanical ventilation” will 
have standalone HEPA filters in place 
when classes resume.

“With yesterday’s [Tuesday, August 
4] release of  health and safety measures 
for schools, students have a safe path 
to return to a more normal in-person 
full-time learning environment, which 
is critical to their mental and physical 
health,” said Lecce. “We are following 
the best expert advice by ensuring all 
schools have improved air ventilation, 
including deploying an additional 
20,000 HEPA units, in total over 70,000 
ventilation devices, to help ensure 
schools remain as safe as possible. With 
the work we have done, I am confident 

we will keep students and staff  safe in 
our schools as we reopen for the 2021-
2022 school year.”

Standalone HEPA filter units, the 
Ministry said, have been identified 
by the Ontario Science Table, as a 
strategy for classrooms and spaces with 
ventilation challenges.

As the filters roll out, the province 
will provide school boards with a 
new reporting tool on ventilation 
improvements which are designed to 
communicate “school-level ventilation 
measures online to ensure that 
information is publicly available across 
the Province, including inspection, use 
of  standalone HEPA filter units, use of  
higher-grade filters and more frequent 
filter changes

“We appreciate the Ontario 
government’s evidence-based 
investment in ventilation and air 
filtration to help reduce COVID-19 
transmission in schools,” said Dr. Karim 
Kurji, York Region’s Medical Officer 
of  Health. “I have always maintained 
reopening schools is the utmost 
priority to support children’s learning 
development and mental health. There 
is benefit to improving ventilation in 
indoor settings to enhance both overall 
indoor air quality and COVID-19 risk 
reduction in schools.”

Education Minister Stephen Lecce announced the investment in York Region accompanied by 
Dr. Karim Kurji, York Region’s Medical Officer of Health, left, and Dominic Scuglia, Director of 
the York Catholic District School Board.                         Contributed photo

From page 1
cases were among children younger 
than twelve who are not yet eligible to 
be vaccinated. Many of  whom were 
household contacts of  unvaccinated 
adults. Unvaccinated young people 
in their 40s are now being admitted 
to our ICUs”

Health officials, he added, “cannot 
stress enough” the importance of  
getting that second dose of  vaccine.

“The COVID-19 vaccines not only 
protect you from getting seriously ill, 
but it also prevents people around you 
from getting sick, too. We must think 
of  each other and our community as 
a whole, including those who can’t get 
vaccinated, like our children, to get 
through this. Please do your part and 
get vaccinated as soon as possible. 
There are ample opportunities for 
our residents to seek out vaccination 
sites and get fully vaccinated.

“I thank everyone who has been 
fully vaccinated so far. In just six 
short months, York Region has made 
incredible progress in administering 
COVID-19 vaccinations. Today, I 
am proud to say more than 81 per 
cent of  York Region’s residents aged 
12 and older have received their first 
dose vaccination and 73 per cent are 
fully vaccinated.”

As businesses and other 
destinations continue the reopening 
process, so too are schools. While 
Dr. Kurji says information from the 
Province on how schools will handle 
outbreaks within their respective walls 
is forthcoming, he said parents and 
kids need to be “proactive” in their 
efforts in ensuring schools resume in 
a way that is as safe as possible.

“The most important thing 
parents can do is get vaccinated 
and ensure youth ages 12 to 17 are 
fully vaccinated,” said Dr. Kurji. 
“For youths to be fully vaccinated 

by the first week of  school they 
need to receive their second dose of  
COVID-19 vaccine at least 14 days 
before schools resume. York Region 
Public Health continues to explore 
more opportunities for [more pop-
up clinics] to more effectively reach 
those individuals who have faced 
barriers in accessing vaccinations, or 
who have not yet been vaccinated. 
This approach allows public health to 
offer clinics in even more convenient 
locations.

“This data shows that vaccines 
continue to be our best defence 
against COVID-19 and in keeping 
ourselves, loved ones, workplaces, 
and our community safe. With 
increased gathering limits and indoor 
activities permitted under Step 3 of  
the Roadmap to Reopen, we know 
COVID-19, especially the Delta 
Variant, can spread quickly amongst 
groups. Residents are reminded it 
is important to continue wearing 
a mask, physically distance from 
others, and follow current public 
health measures, even if  you are fully 
vaccinated.”

LOCAL STATS

As of  Tuesday, August 10, Aurora 
has seen a total of  1,864 cases of  
COVID-19 since the start of  the 
global pandemic, 5 of  which remain 
active.

1,811 cases are now marked as 
recovered, while 48 cases have proved 
fatal.

Of  the 5 active cases, all are related 
to local transmission, close contact or 
unknown exposure.

Between August 2 and August 
9, 7 new cases of  COVID-19 were 
reported within Aurora, 64 per cent 
of  which were among unvaccinated 
individuals 12 and up.

Youth being “disproportionately”  
impacted by COVID resurgence
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The Kitchen Witches aimed to be season opener  
for Theatre Aurora

Their Henderson Drive doors have 
been largely closed to the public for 
more than a year-and-a-half  due to the 
global pandemic, but Theatre Aurora 
has something brewing to make the 
magic happen once again.

Auditions will begin this week for The 

Kitchen Witches, a work by Canadian 
playwright Caroline Smith.

Directed by Kay Valentine and 
produced by Neill Kernohan, The 
Kitchen Witches follows the feud 
between Isobel Lomax and Dolly 
Biddle, two cable-access cooking show 
hostesses with a decades-long beef  over 
a man.

“Circumstances put them together 
on a TV show called The Kitchen 

Witches, and the insults are flung harder 
than the food!” says Theatre Aurora. 
“Dolly’s long-suffering TV producer 
son, Stephen, tries to keep them on 
track, but as long as Dolly’s dressing 
room is one inch closer to the set than 
Isobel’s, it’s a losing battle and the show 
becomes a ratings smash as Dolly and 
Isobel top both Martha Stewart and 
Jerry Springer!”

Auditions for the roles of  two women 
aged 50+, a man between the ages of  
30 and 35, and a man or woman 18+ (a 
non-speaking role) will be held August 
12, August 14, and August 16, from 7 
– 9 p.m.

“We were looking for projects that 
had a small cast and this is also a 
comedy, which we were also looking 
for,” says Kernohan. “Caroline Smith 
has been to Theatre Aurora doing 
adjudication (on their productions) so 
we thought this was the perfect play for 
us to start with.”

The Kitchen Witches is not new 
ground for Valentine, having first 
directed the play for the Halliburton 
Summer Festival. 

“I loved it then and I think it is a 
lovely piece for the actors because it 
is not just a comedy, it also has heart, 
which all good comedies should have,” 
she says. “It has ridiculous stuff  in it, 
it has heartwarming stuff, and the two 
main ladies are polar opposites; one is 
over the top and one is pretty uptight 
and they are great to play off  each 

other.”
As theatre companies, including 

Theatre Aurora, look to the future, 
they are hoping everything will go 
according to plan. Since announcing 
their auditions, Kernohan says not 
many other theatres have kick-started 
this process and there is still some worry 
about what might be coming.

“There is still a feeling of  trepidation 
[in that] we don’t know exactly what 
is coming completely, we feel a little 
worried about what’s next around the 
pandemic situations, but we made the 
decision to forge ahead and live in hope 
that everything will be okay and we’ll 
be able to put this show on in October.”

Adds Valentine: “Live people and 
interaction back and forth – we’re 
desperate for it and I think the actors 
who want to come and audition are 
feeling the same way. They want to be 
involved in their craft. For audiences, 
I want them to leave having had a 
wonderful experience, having laughed, 
having smiled, and I want them to be 
impressed with the professional job 
they just saw and I want them to be 
impressed with the fact that this theatre 
is in our Town and we need to be here 
more.”

For more on how to audition for this fall’s 
Theatre Aurora production of  The Kitchen 
Witches, visit theatreaurora.com/auditions, 
email auditions@theatreaurora.com, or call 
905-727-3669.
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Double Dose of Victories for York United
By Robert Belardi 

York United edged out a 1-0 
victory against Forge FC and earned 
a stunning victory against HFX 
Wanderers this past week. 

Their excellent week with adding 
six more points to their record all 
began with heading out on the road 
to Tim Hortons Field for a rematch 
against Forge FC. 

Ahead of  the game, York United 
got a huge boost. Dominick Zator’s 
red card against Forge FC at York 
Lions Stadium the game before was 
rescinded. He was eligible to play 
and head coach Jimmy Brennan 
didn’t hesitate to insert him into the 
starting 11. 

In the first half, with Forge FC all 
over The Nine Stripes, midfielder 
Tristan Borges earned his club 
a penalty kick on the stroke of  
halftime. Borges stepped up to the 
plate, but Nathan Ingham guessed 
the right way and York walked away 
unscathed. 

Just nine minutes into the second 
half, York forward Alvaro Rivero 
juked Garven-Michee Metusala, 
charged into the box and put one 
past Tristan Henry to break the 
deadlock. 

Ironically, just 10 minutes later 
and for the second consecutive game, 
York were awarded a red card. 

Rivero stood in front of  the ball 
when Forge FC had a free kick. The 
official didn’t like it and showed 
Rivero the red card. 

With 10-men, The Nine Stripes 
held on to the narrow 1-0 victory. 

“Obviously, our home opener 
we ended up losing the game. We 
wanted to come here and disrupt 
their party as well and take three 
points. I thought the boys put in a 
team effort all over the park. They 
defended with their lives and I 
thought we showed good character 
having a player sent off  and sticking 
together the way that they did,” 
Brennan said after the game.

Added Zator: “Today was 
definitely a challenge. But the fight 
from all the boys was spectacular. 
Obviously, an injury with the goalie 
Nate (Ingham) played unbelievable 
first half  and made a penalty save. 
Niko (Giantsopoulos) comes in to the 
job and does brilliantly. Subs coming 
in and doing their job. They knew 
we were under caution with the red. 
Taking three points away it’s just 
brilliant.” 

The Nine Stripes then travelled 
over to Halifax for a date against 
the Wanderers on August 7 and this 
match surely didn’t disappoint. 

In the 21st minute, a lob ball into 
the box saw Jake Ruby charge at it 

and make a diving header to give 
HFX the early lead. 

In the 39th minute York United 
responded. A ball from Isaiah 
Johnston found Max Ferrari alone 
on the left side of  the 18-yard-box 
and Ferrari smashed it into the top 
corner. 

Frustratingly, less than 60 seconds 
later HFX recaptured the lead. Ruby 
found Joao Morelli unmarked at the 
top of  the six-yard-box and Morelli 
tucked it home. 

Heading into the second half, 
York United didn’t back down and 
the Nine Stripes were rewarded. 

Ferrari returned the favour and 
found Johnston at the top of  the 
18-yard-box in the 54 minute and 
the young man slotted home his 
second goal of  the season. 

Then in the 90th minute, substitute 
Lowell Wright received a cross from 
Diyaeddine Abzi and the young 
forward pushed the ball through 
goalkeeper Christian Oxner for the 
game winner.

“We got a strong belief  here we can 
get something out of  games. We felt 
that if  we push forward we will get 
opportunities. You know it was two 
silly mistakes that costs us two goals. 
It’s our own fault that cost us those 
two goals,” Brennan said afterwards.

“Once we started breaking lines, 
we started keeping the ball and our 
movement was better. We put Lowell 
we thought let’s go for this right now 
and we came away 3-2. It was a great 
overall performance by everybody. 
It wasn’t easy today by any means. 
They’re a good side.” 

York United headed out on the 

road for the third straight match 
against Atletico Ottawa this past 
Wednesday and head home this 

Saturday to take on Masters Futbol 
in the Canadian Championship 
preliminary round. 
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When 20-year-old Julia Grosso 
stepped up to the spot to seal Olympic 
gold for Team Canada, I couldn’t 
help but think about the 2006 World 
Cup. 

Italy needed to score one more 
penalty against France to earn 
their fourth World Cup victory. A 
man and quite the Cinderella story 
throughout the tournament, Fabio 
Grosso, stepped up and scored the 
final penalty kick to bring Gli Azzurri 
victory. 

So, when the Vancouver native 
rifled her penalty kick past Chelsea 
FC Women’s goalkeeper and Swedish 
international Hedvig Lindahl, it 
completely justified that anyone 
named Grosso is undoubtedly 
prepared to score a penalty. 

Canada defeated Sweden on 
penalties 1-1 (3-2) to lift their first 
ever Olympic gold. It was a historical 
moment for all 4.4 million national 
television viewers in the country. 
Finally, the ultimate prize after 
coming up short in the past two 
Olympic Games. Finally, defeating 
the United States in the semi-finals 
to have the chance to win it all. It 
was also historical for Canadian 
defender Quinn, who became the 
first transgender athlete to win a gold 

By Robert Belardi 

Canada winning 
gold for the 

first time is the 
reminder why 

women should not 
give up sport 

Robert’s
Rant

By Robert Belardi 

St. Andrew’s College’s top tier 
hockey program and the Greater 
Ontario Junior Hockey League have 
developed a partnership that will 
see SAC take on teams from the 
GOJHL. 

“[We are] just trying to evolve our 
program and continue to find ways 
to challenge our players. So, this 
idea of  developing a partnership is 
something that we thought would be 
mutually beneficial with the league 
that saw the same vision that we 
did,” said David Manning, Head 
Coach of  SAC’s top hockey team. 

“Thankfully for us, the 
Commissioner Brent Garbutt, saw 
what we were envisioning with this 
and we’re able to offer our players 
a collection of  games against junior 
teams.” 

Just months after SAC announced 
the program will be taking on 
elite talent south of  the border in 
their own independent league, the 
program added another element to 
developing its players.

The league that will take place 
will be with Culver Academics, 
Saint Charles Academy, Northwood 
School, Shattuck-St. Mary’s School 

and South Kent School that formally 
became the Prep Hockey Conference 
(PHC). 

According to the press release, 
the Saints will take on five GOJHL 
teams two times throughout the 
year. Clubs like the Ayr Centennials, 
Brantford Bandits, For Erie Meteors, 
Hamilton Kilty B’s and the Thorold 
Blackhawks will be involved. 

Manning confirmed SAC will 
host an event in October and the 
GOJHL U18 All-Star Team will 
participate in the MacPherson 
Hockey Tournament in January. 

“The GOJHL is thrilled to 
partner with a pillar in hockey and 
academic development, SAC and 
coach Manning,” Garbutt said.

“This will allow for increased 
exposure opportunities for the 
players in both organizations while 
allowing our GOJHL Top Prospects 
the opportunity to showcase their 
talent at the prestigious MacPherson 
tournament. It is truly impressive 
what coach Manning and the other 
academies have done with the 
creation of  the of  the Prep Hockey 
Conference.” 

The first game is expected to 
take place Sunday, September 12, 
when the Saints will take on the Ayr 
Centennials. 

SAC hockey and GOJHL  
form partnership

medal at the Olympics.
And better yet, it was a moment for 

two local players from neighbouring 
areas to have the chance to bring this 
memory back to where they grew up. 

King City native and Country Day 
School graduate Adrianna Leon, 
and Caledon East native Ashley 
Lawrence were those two local talents 
to have lifted the trophy along with 
legends Christine Sinclair, Kadeisha 
Buchanan, Janine Beckie and Jessie 
Fleming. 

General Manager of  Brams United 
Melanie Bradley said Lawrence, Leon 
and Buchanan were in their youth 
and she said the word spread fast on 
how talented they were. 

“When I speak to these team officials 
and coaches and club members, they 
tell me they saw this talent at a young 
age and their communities began to 
rally behind them,” Bradley said.

“Representing your country on 
the world stage is not easy. Not as 
glorified as it may seem with all 
these social media posts. There’s a 
lot of  sacrifice and hard work that 
lead to these moments. When you 
look at players like Ashley Lawrence, 
Kadeisha Buchanan and Adrianna 
Leon, when you watch them all the 
field you can see that passion, the 
hunger and drive for what it takes to 
represent your country on the world 
stage.” 

All girls come back to Brams United 
to give back to their communities. 
She said they are leaders and nobody 
had any doubt they would be part of  
the national team one day. 

With Canada’s victory, Bradley 
said she hopes this will shed some 
light on women in sport in Canada. 

According to Canadian Women 
& Sport’s Twitter page, one in four 
girls (aged 16-18) are not committed 
to returning to sport in Canada since 
the beginning of  the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Bradley also hopes that this victory 
is the gateway to opening a women’s 
professional soccer league in Canada. 

“A lot of  us women, we’re hopeful 

this game will open the door for a 
domestic women’s professional league 
here in Canada. It’s something that’s 
been talked about for many years. We 
know it’s needed. But I think, this win 
is going to amplify it,” Bradley said. 

“We see people here waking up at 
4 a.m. to cheer on a women’s team. 
There’s no doubt in my mind that a 
women’s professional league will be 
successful here in Canada. This will 

hopefully impact that as well and that 
we can further those discussions.” 

Canadian women would have 
the opportunity just like the 
men’s Canadian Premier League 
as a stepping stone for further 
opportunities. Keep an eye out for 
articles in the coming weeks on 
further information about the league. 
But for now, enjoy the Olympic gold. 
It’s once in a lifetime. 
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Concerts in the Park welcomes Green River Revival

Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series is coming into August at full speed. On Wednesday, August 4, music lovers greeted Green River Revival (Top and Bottom Left), a tribute to CCR. Among the revellers enjoying 
the show were (top right) Mason, Scarlett, Mackenzie, and Audrey. (Middle Left) Event emcee Anna Kroeplin of the Optimist Club of Aurora helped get the party started along with (Middle Right) 2021 Aurora 
Teen Idol Ysabell Cattle. (Bottom Right) Enjoying their perfect spot were Brien, Robert, Karla, Laura.                     Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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released new guidelines that are 
intended to support a safe return to 
in-person learning this September. 

“All public and private schools will 
return to full-time in-person learning 
for the 2021-2022 school year with 
health and safety measures in place,” 
said the Ministry. “Remote learning 
will continue to be an option for 
students and families. Elementary 
school children will attend school in 
person five days per week. Students 
will be in cohorts, which means 
they will be with the same group of  
children and have one teacher. Other 
programming, such as physical 
education or French, will continue 
while students are in cohorts.

“Students in secondary schools 
will attend school in person five 
days per week. School boards will 
ensure schedules have only two in-
person classes. [School boards] 
might have to make an exception 
to the rule for having two in-person 
classes if  the student goes to a school 
where contact size can be limited by 
cohorting grades or overall size of  
the school is small, making contact 
tracing manageable.”

Students returning to school from 
Grades 1 – 12 will be required to 
wear non-medical or cloth masks 
indoors, including in hallways, 
during classes, and when on school 
vehicles but will not require the 
wearing of  masks outdoors.

Ontario’s Return to School plan doesn’t go  
far enough: advocates

Kindergarten students will be 
“encouraged” to wear masks indoors 
and on school vehicles.

School staff, unless there are 
medical conditions to the contrary, 
must also wear masks outdoors and 
“should” use eye protections like 
face shields or goggles, the Ministry 
notes. 

Once the school year begins, 
health and phys-ed classes will 
resume with high and low-contact 
activities allowed. Clubs and other 
activities will resume and students 
will be able to socialize with other 
cohorts outdoors during recess and 
indoors with physical distancing.

Music programs will resume, as 
will day trips and overnight field 
trips, with students being screened 
for COVID-19 symptoms.

Students, teachers and staff  will 
need to self-screen for symptoms of  
COVID-19 every day before heading 
into school. A Provincially-launched 
screening tool will be in place which 
will determine if  the individual 
should attend school and stay home, 
as well as outline the next steps.

It will be up to schools and school 
boards to “continue to ensure 
adequate ventilation measures are in 
place in all classrooms, [including] 
keeping the windows open, 
increasing fresh air intake, operating 
HVAC systems for longer hours, and 
using standalone HEPA filter units 
to ensure adequate ventilation in 

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

classrooms and other school spaces, 
like cafeterias, gyms and music 
rooms.”

The plan, however, did not get 
a passing grade from teachers’ 
unions, with representatives 
from the Elementary Teachers’ 
Federation of  Ontario (ETFO), the 
Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ 
Association (OECTA) and the 
Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ 
Federation (OSSTF) issuing a joint 
statement stating the measures do 
not go far enough – and do not 
reflect what has been learned over 
the last year-and-a-half.

“For months, teachers and 
education workers have been saying 
that in-person learning is the best 
and most equitable way for students 
to learn,” they said. “Although the 
Ford government is saying the same 
thing, its actions do not back up their 
words. 

“The government’s ventilation 
announcement [of  a further $25 
million to improve ventilation in 
schools] is too little and too late. 
Why wasn’t this investment made 
18 months ago? It’s clear that they 
do not know what schools need, how 
schools operate, nor how to keep 
students and education workers 
safe. They’ve ignored our calls for 
an advisory table and dismissed 
frontline education workers, but our 
offer to be consulted stands.

“By releasing an incomplete 
and inadequate plan, instead of  
assuring families, staff  and students 
that schools will be safe, the Ford 
government has attempted to 
create the illusion or normalcy. 
We are still in a pandemic, with 
the potential of  a fourth wave 
driven by the Delta variant. Entire 
sections of  the guidance document 
are missing at a time when some 
students are already back in class 
and others will be returning within 
four to five weeks, including a plan 
to manage COVID-19 outbreaks 
in schools, learning recovery and 
renewal supports and resources, 
and a comprehensive plan to 
support student mental health and 
wellbeing.”

The plan, they concluded, loosens 
some protective measures, “ignores” 
the need for ongoing funding to 
ensure a safe return to school, and 
is an example of  the government 
“downloading” its responsibility 
to “school boards and local public 
health agencies without providing 
adequate direction, time or funding.”



    THE AURORAN, Thursday, August 12, 2021           Page 15

From page 7 

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Controls needed to stop Machell and Irwin Aves 
from becoming Yonge-Wellington bypass: Kim

Control measures are needed to 
prevent Machell and Irwin Avenues 
in the northwest quadrant of  Aurora’s 
Yonge and Wellington corridor from 
becoming a traffic bypass for the busy 
intersection.

This was the view presented to 
lawmakers recently by Councillor 

Harold Kim.
In a motion, which was approved 

unanimously by Council, stop signs 
should be installed at Machell and Irwin 
to create a three-way stop, he said.

“The residents of  Machell Avenue 
have been living with speeding cars 
for many years,” said Councillor Kim 
in his motion. “Many drivers believe 
that they can bypass the Wellington 
Street and Yonge Street intersection 
by driving north on Machell Avenue 

from Wellington Street and believe 
that Machell Avenue is a local straight-
through or short-cut route to Aurora 
Heights.

“These vehicles speed through 
Machell Avenue going north and 
compromising the safety of  pedestrians 
and other cars driving through the 
three-way intersection.”

The intersection has been an “item 
of  concern” for residents over the last 
two terms of  Council, he added at last 
week’s meeting, but the problem persists.

“Because there is only one stop 
sign going west on Irwin, there’s a lot 
of  confusion on who stops and who 
doesn’t,” he concluded. “The safety 
concern is mainly with the residents 
who live on that street and those who 
park there to use the nearby [tennis] 
courts or fields there. Quite simply, let’s 
get rid of  the confusion and just make it 
an all-way stop sign.”

The Councillor’s motion called for a 
report back to Council this October with 
recommendations on the asks within the 
motion. But staff  said due to the shifting 
traffic patterns related to the global 
pandemic, that might not be sufficient 
time to get a true idea of  traffic in the 
area to see if  volumes are high enough 
to warrant a three-way stop.

“This is the concern I have with the 
volumes,” said Town Planner David 
Waters. “We are in a COVID situation 
and traffic volumes have returned at 
this point in time. I am wondering if  
we can wait and do the traffic counts in 
September or October and then report 
back by the end of  the year. I think that 
would be better information for Council 
at that time.”

While Councillor Kim said he 
preferred to have something back by 
October, other Council members, 
including Councillor John Gallo, said 
the timing was less important to him 
than the correct numbers.

Others, such as Councillor Rachel 
Gilliland, questioned the urgency stating 
she didn’t recall seeing any emails or 
letters on this issue from any residents 
who might be impacted.

Staff, however, said there was an 
email outlining concerns from one 
resident who claimed they represented 
a number of  neighbourhood property 
owners.

“As far as a stop, I don’t know if  
that is something that is going to work 
as a traffic calming measure,” said 
Councillor Gilliland. “I would hope 
to see a bunch of  different additional 
recommendations like whether it is 
additional signage or whatever it is that 
staff  comes back with.”

Above and beyond drivers potentially 
using Machell and Irwin as a Yonge-
Wellington bypass, Mayor Tom Mrakas 
said there are other factors that need to 
be considered with regards to traffic on 
Machell.

“We’re seeing lots of  issues, even in 
the last term before the development 
occurred,” said Mayor Mrakas, 
referencing the stacked townhouse 
development on Yonge Street which 
also backs onto Machell. “There’s 
parking issues, there’s traffic issues, 
we have a lot of  people cutting in and 
out of  there. We recognized those 
problems when that development 
was put in front of  us to discuss.

“We all know that we never met a 
traffic analyst who has said there is 
going to be traffic problems in any 
development application that comes 
before us. We are aware of  what is 
in front of  us right now in that area. 
There is also a lot of  traffic volume 
just from people going into the park 
and they are just parking along there. 
There is actually a lot of  traffic on 
those two streets. I am looking 
forward to seeing what staff  comes 
back with.” 

they will keep their cameras off  where 
they feel a lot more comfortable. 

“We definitely want to keep this 
virtual mentoring program alive. Even 
when we get back to the new normal 
and get our in-person mentoring 
programs back to where they were, we 
definitely want to still build on this virtual 
aspect because this is a way that we can 
connect some of  our young people [in 
different] geographical areas where we 
have volunteers. We want to keep this 
going and build off  of  it to help mend 
our waiting lists so they’re not just on 
there for months and months. Even 
when we’re back to the new normal [we 
want] to at least have some connection 
until we do find somebody within their 
area to have an in-person mentoring 
relationship.”

Helping to foster both the continuation 
of  mentorship programs and the easing 
of  the wait lists will be a return for Golf  
for Kids’ Sake, one of  BBBSY’s signature 
community fundraisers, on August 26. It 
is their first in-person fundraising event 
since COVID-19 put a halt to their Bowl 
For Kids’ Sake events which kicked off  
in February of  2020 and were slated to 
take place in the community through 

March of  the same year..
Not only will this be an opportunity 

to raise much-needed funds for the 
organization, but it is also one that 
is aimed to raise awareness of  the 
fact BBBSY is much more than just 
mentoring programs. 

“This is our fifty-first year in 
York Region and I do find there is a 
misconception with BBBSY in general 
and within York Region: a lot of  
people do know us from the one-to-one 
community match, they meet once a 
week, but we want to bring awareness 
to the fact we have programs thriving 
within the community, especially our 
group programs. Our group programs 
are the number one services we do 
provide, whether it is Go Girls, Game 
On, or in-school mentoring. 

“They are thriving in schools and 
community centres and that is really 
where we need a lot of  volunteers as well. 
We’re really excited to open up to more 
minds that we’re not just the community 
one-to-one anymore.”

For more information on Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of  York, their various 
programs, and how you can volunteer 
to provide mentorship to a local youth in 
need, visit bbbsy.ca.

BBBSY plans tourney this month
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The 1980s family classic, The Goonies, was introduced to new audiences on Saturday night as the Town hosted its last Drive-In Movie at Desjardins Insurance before reviving the Movies in the Park tradition at 
Town Park this week. (Top Row) Alexander, Zoe and Liliana; (Middle Row) Catherine, Olivia, Henry, Dan, Teddy; T.J. and Lianne; (Middle Row) Sarah, Henry and Malcolm; Mayor Mrakas, centre, joined Fatima, 
Hatim, Aziz and Zainab, along with kids Sakina, Adam, Aamir, and Burhanuddin; Faye, Mike, Andreas and Matheos; (Bottom Row) Alana and Garry; Leah, Maya and Noa; cars continued to arrive as dusk 
approached. To register for this week’s or future films, visit aurora.ca/moviesinthepark.                      Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Family classic gains new fans at Drive-In
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Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

CROSSWORD

RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS

THINGS 
You Ought To Know

JULY 30 – AUGUST 31
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle 

Program textile recycling and donation program. In 
the current COVID climate, a greater number of  
people are wanting to donate or get rid of  unwanted 
items, increasing the need for more outlets being 
available to receive the items. This program will 
provide a convenient way for people to donate or get 
rid of  used/unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and 
furniture and will help lessen the amount of  items 
ending up in landfills. Materials that were previously 
perceived as waste will now be seen as a valuable 
resource further encouraging redistribution. The 
items will be recycled in the following ways: To be 
given to individuals who are survivors of  violence and 
are transitioning from shelters into new homes; To be 
sold in our store; To be sold to a textile recycler, which 
makes for an ongoing source of  funding for Abuse 
Hurts enabling them to provide their services to the 
thousands of  people that require them each year. 
When and Where: Monday and Wednesday, every 
week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 30-minute time slots – 
only 1 drop off  per time slot. If  you do not have an 
appointment, we cannot accept your donation. The 
Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham 
St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. Visit 
AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  time slot.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 12
The Town kicks off  its Movies in the Park series at 

Town Park this evening at dusk. All movies are free of  
charge and pre-registration is required. Registration 
details will be provided a minimum of  one week prior 
to each movie date. For more, including registration, 
visit aurora.ca/moviesinthepark.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14
Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. for 

the Aurora Farmers’ Market. With strict COVID-19 
protocols in place, the Market vendors are excited to 
welcome residents and customers once again. For 
more information, visit theaurorafarmersmarket.
com.

* * * * 
Music in the Alley (Machell’s Alley – 15217 Yonge 

Street) continues this week with guitar and bass duo 
James Brown & Clark Johnson. Showtime is 7 – 9 
p.m. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17
Music in the Alley (Machell’s Alley – 15217 Yonge 

Street) continues this week with guitar and bass duo 
James Brown & Clark Johnson. Showtime is 5 – 7 
p.m.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19
The Town continues its Movies in the Park series at 

Town Park this evening at dusk. All movies are free of  

charge and pre-registration is required. Registration 
details will be provided a minimum of  one week 
prior to each movie date. For more, including 
registration, visit aurora.ca/moviesinthepark.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20
Aurora Cultural Centre in the Park presents 

the Heather Bambrick Quintet at 7 p.m. “What 
happens when Ella Fitzgerald meets Carol Burnett 
at a Newfoundland Kitchen Party?” Everything 
from jazz standards and original tunes, to a few 
Newfoundland folk songs, all wrapped up in one 
entertaining evening. Free admission, but pre-
registration required. To reserve free tickets, visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca COVID-19 safety protocols 

in place. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. for 

the Aurora Farmers’ Market. With strict COVID-19 
protocols in place, the Market vendors are excited 
to welcome residents and customers once again. For 
more information, visit theaurorafarmersmarket.
com.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24
Music in the Alley (Machell’s Alley – 15217 

Yonge Street) continues this week with guitar and 
bass duo James Brown & Clark Johnson. Showtime 
is 5 – 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26
The Town continues its Movies in the Park 

series at Town Park this evening at dusk. All 
movies are free of  charge and pre-registration is 
required. Registration details will be provided a 
minimum of  one week prior to each movie date. 
For more, including registration, visit aurora.ca/
moviesinthepark.

AUGUST 27 – 29
Mark your calendars because the tastiest event 

of  the year will be taking place at Machell Park, as 
the rib teams get fired up starting on Friday, August 
27. Not only will there be the tastiest ribs but also 
roasted yams, roasted corn on the cob, beavertails 
and many other dishes for every appetite. Machell 
Park will be fenced with additional procedures 
for the safety of  the attendees, performers, food 
vendors, volunteers and staff. For admission 
requirements, visit aurora.ca/ribfest. Friday, 
August 27 – Admission 4 – 11 p.m. Beer garden 
from 4 – 10 p.m. Saturday, August 28 – Admission 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Beer garden: 12 noon – 10 
p.m. Children’s Activity Zone: 2 – 5 p.m. Sunday, 
August 29 – Admission from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Beer 
Garden: 12 noon – 7 p.m. Children’s activity zone:  
2 – 5 p.m. 
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, but if you want to 

be there when they do...advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory      

Call 905-727-3300   Ext. 102 to book your ad

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

30 yrs. experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 ext. 102

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

“Come On Over” for Shania Twin at Concerts in the Park

Donna Huber had a bustling baking 
business when fate came calling nearly 
30 years ago.

For a long time, people came into her 
bakery and left with their arms groaning 
under the weight of  her tasty treats. But, 
a couple of  years into her venture, the 
feedback from her customers changed. 
It wasn’t that they were left unsatisfied 
by her baked goods. Quite the contrary. 
Instead, they were struck by her 
uncanny resemblance with an up-and-
coming country singer from Timmins.

It was early in the singer career, and 
the name didn’t ring a bell with Donna, 
but she remembers walking into a shop 
one day and seeking myriad magazines 
covered by Shania Twain and it 
was then that she too thought her 
customers might be on to something.

Despite not being all that 
comfortable at the time in getting in 
front of  crowds, something told Huber 
that fate was sending her a signal. She 
plucked up her courage, got her voice 
in fine form, and “Shania Twin” was 
born.

The act, one which she hesitates to 
call a “tribute”, has taken her around 
the world. Now, it is returning her to 
Aurora in one of  her first live gigs 
since health restrictions allowed.

“This opportunity means everything 

for so many different reasons,” she 
tells The Auroran. “Number one, 
because of  COVID, we haven’t really 
played a lot and we’re just getting back 
and really excited about that. I have 
been doing this for a long, long time 
and every show is appreciated. Every 
single show. We just have a really great 
time and love to see smiling faces.

“I just had the feeling that this is 
something I should do. It was a really 
strong feeling and even though it went 
against everything about who I was, 
because I was super-shy and I was 
going to go on stage in front of  people, 
I just knew I had to do it. It was a huge 
calling, if  you want to say that, but it 
took off  very quickly.”

She thought she would do the act for 
a year. Maybe two. But here they are, 
26 years later and feeling “so blessed.”

After doing the show for more than 
a quarter of  a century, Ms. Huber 
is often asked if  she gets tired of  
the music created by the Canadian 
superstar. The short answer is no. The 
Shania Twain songbook, she says, 
is energized music and that is felt by 
both her and the crowd.

“I saw little tiny babies [at my first 
shows] and later on they are mothers 
with kids of  their own and they are 
still coming to the show,” she says. “It 
is so amazing and it is all because of  
Shania. People love her music.”

Shania Twin, the Premiere Tribute 
to Shania Twain, will play Town 

Park next Wednesday, August 18, 
at Town Park. Showtime is 7 p.m. 
Register for your free place in front of  
the bandshell by visiting aurora.ca/
summerconcerts.

“Welcome back to live music!” 

says Ms. Huber. “We’re so excited. 
When my agent called me and said I 
was playing Aurora, I was so happy. I 
remember the last show and we had 
such a great time. We’re back and 
ready for live music again, people!”
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ADVERTISE in THE AURORAN 

CLASSIFIEDS 

(905) 727-3300 EXT. 102

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

YEARS

SERVICES APARTMENT FOR RENTHELP WANTEDARE YOU SEMI 
RETIRED AND 
LOOKING TO KEEP 
BUSY PART TIME?  
Do you enjoy cleaning 
and working in a friendly 
environment?  then
Spar-clean wants to hear 
from you.  
647-333-7397 
Ask for Vicky. 
www.spar-clean.ca

From page 2

C L E A N E R S 
WANTED. A b i l i t y 
to work alone on a 
schedule. Experience 
and asset but not 
necessary. Great pay. 
Car required, km 
paid. Call Amanda 
289-221-5323.

OPEN CONCEPT 1 bedroom basement  
apartment for rent in King City area. 1,000
sq. ft. Private entrance, laundry, parking. 
$1,150.00 all inclusive except for WiFi. No pets. 
Please call 289-383-3121 for more information.

but said she was “undeterred” by the 
challenge.

But there could only be one winner 
and Kim praised his predecessor while 
accepting the party’s nomination.

“I just want to thank Lois,” said Kim 
after being introduced by Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev 
at the August 5 meeting. “It was a hard 
time in the last few weeks even thinking 
about Lois as an opponent because I 
respect her and love her very much as a 
fellow human being and a Conservative. 
She leaves behind a huge legacy.” 
Speaking to The Auroran the afternoon 
following his victory, Kim said he was “still 
in shock” and “absorbing” the reality of  
the situation.

“I have a lot of  work to do,” he said 
about speculation an election could be 
called as early as this week. “It doesn’t give 
our team much opportunity to prepare 
and get all the things done I would like in 
a timeframe we would like. I am conscious 
of  the fact I am really going to have to hit 
the ground running. It’s a daunting task, 

but I am excited about it and the team is 
excited about it.”

Kim says be brought not only fresh 
ideas to the table as a candidate, but also 
a “strong track record” with his Council 
service and a background in banking and 
finance.

“Fiscal responsibility is very 
important,” he said about why he sought 
the Conservative nomination. “In fact, 
everything rolls up under finance or 
budgeting. Everything rolls into the fiscal 
ledger, whether it be environmental policy, 
social policy, health care, economics, 
trade, and I have always felt in most of  
my life the Conservative party was more 
fiscally responsible.

“I think we get this stereotype that we’re 
cost-cutters and we cut programs. For me, 
fiscal responsibility means that you run 
surpluses when you’re in an expanding 
economy and you invest or spend when 
the economy is in recession. There’s 
always that balance. I don’t like the word 
‘spending’ – for me, I feel like ‘investing’ 
in people, investing in the environment, 
investing in social policy because there is 

that investment down the road which will 
lead to a return for all Canadians on that 
investment.”

“I believe in thinking long-term and 
unfortunately [for] a lot of  people in the 
public and government sphere, there is 
the pressure of  having short-term returns 
at the expense of  having long-term gains. 
I believe we can take care of  our budget 
by investing in people because there is a 
return on it.”

Despite coming out on top in the vote 
count while vying for one of  six seats on 
Aurora Council less than three years ago, 
Kim says he was met with a “positive 
response” when he announced his 
candidacy.

He says he feels like he has made 
“positive contributions” to Council and 
he is ready to do the same in Ottawa.

Once the election is underway he says 
he will send “formal communication” 
to the Town Clerk, CAO, Mayor and 
Council that he will be stepping down 
as Deputy Mayor for the duration of  the 
campaign. 

“It is going to be an exciting time 

because the Liberals have been in power 
for the last six years and I think that people 
are ready for a fresh face and I think 
Canada is ready for a lot of  fresh new 
faces, bright ideas, and have pragmatic 
thinking back in the mainstream again,” 
he says. “I think Newmarket-Aurorans 
have a lot to look forward to and we’ll see 
how the election turns out.”

As for Ms. Brown, she tells the Auroran 
she will continue to serve the community 
into the future.

“Congratulations to Mr. Kim on his 
success and I wish him well in the coming 
election,” she said. “It was a great honour 
to serve the people of  Newmarket-Aurora 
as their Member of  Parliament and I 
thank each one for the faith and trust they 
have placed in me.

“I will continue my involvement with 
the Regimental Council for the Queen’s 
York Rangers, St. John’s Ambulance 
Council York Region, and as Vice Chair 
of  an international charity. I look forward 
to continuing to invest in my community 
to keep Newmarket and Aurora the best 
places in Ontario to live, work and play.”

Councillor Kim wins Conservative nomination  
from former MP Brown
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PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU NEED!! CALL TODAY!!239 Main St., Schomberg

H.R. HORIZON REALTY LTD.,
BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated

416-706-0419
HORIZONREALTY.CALtd., Brokerage

SCHOMBERG
$1,598,000 Welcome To 239 Main Street. Great Central Location On Schomberg’s 
Historic Main Street! Just A Short Walk To The Bank, Cafe, Shops And Restaurants. 
Commercial Storefront Plus 5 Residential Apartments. Plenty Of Parking! Great 
Investment Property In High Profi le Location. Additional Shop/Storage Building. 
Call for details.

For Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenAvraamNeo.com  

� inking of Buying 
or Selling Your Home?

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Sales Representative, SRES

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

Avraam Neophytou 

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Neophytou 
905-251-8130

Paul

LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT

TITAN
AWARD

CHAIRMAN’S
AWARD

PLATINUM 
AWARD

HALL OF 
FAME

Realtron Realty Inc., 
Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

t:905.898.1211   c:416.520.3651
anitakotsovos@gmail.com
www.AnitaKotsovos.com

Over 30 years of award-winning Over 30 years of award-winning 
real estate experience!real estate experience!

ANITA KOTSOVOS
R E A L  E S TAT E  S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

Opportunity knocks!  Fabulous 5.67 acre property in the heart of East 
Gwillimbury Minutes to amenities, with a beautiful Executive 2 storey, 
4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home with stunning reno’d kitchen, open concept 
living/dining rooms, family rm w/fi replace!  Bsmt partially fi nished with 
walkup to 2 car garage!  Amazing lot partly cleared and beautifully 
forested! Minutes to everything! Call Anita today for private viewing!

$1,645,000

 COMING SOON TO STONEHAVEN!!

Amazing 5 bedroom, 5 bathroom Executive home in Prime Newmarket 
approx. 3850 sq. ft.!  Beautiful renovated kitchen with island & S/S 
appliances & Granite, huge Living/dining rooms, main fl oor offi ce, large 
family room w/fi replace + fi nished rec room in bsmt!  Lots of living 
space for large family and wonderful spacious mature back yard too!
Call Anita for more info!

$1,725,000

COMING SOON - ATTENTION INVESTORS!!

Excellent investment opportunity - 2 complete apartment units 
in this great semi-detached house in central Newmarket!  
Upper is 3 bedrooms, LR/DR, 1 - 4 pc bath & large kitchen.
Sep. bsmt apartment has large LR/DR & Kitchen,
2 bedrooms, laundry.
Call Anita today for more details!

$685,000

RARE ACREAGE LISTING IN HOLLAND LANDING!

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com
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(NC) Has the pandemic made you think about 
making a big move? If so, you’re not alone — semi-
rural and country life have become more attractive 
to many people craving more space.

In fact, one in three Canadians are considering 
relocating, according to a recent survey by insurance 
company Aviva Canada. If you’re house hunting, 
here are some things to keep in mind:

1OUTDOOR LIVING SPACE. A property with enough 
outdoor space is essential for many families who 

have spent more time enjoying nature lately. Whether 
you need room for entertaining, gardening or a play 
area for kids, make sure you take the time to consider 
if the yard or patio fi ts your vision for outdoor living.

2AFFORDABLE LOCATION. In today’s red-hot 
housing market, affordability is key. Though it’s 

tempting to spend all your savings on the perfect 
place, make sure you can still manage the mortgage 
payments if interest rates rise or there’s a family 
emergency. If you still need to go into the offi ce 
occasionally, factor in higher commuting costs or the 
added expense of an additional vehicle.

3INSURANCE IMPACT. As more people move 
away from large cities, this may come with some 

surprises. Not only are crickets much louder at night, 
but there’s more to think about than just the mortgage 
and property taxes.

“There are insurance considerations when it 
comes to rural versus urban properties,” explains 
Phil Gibson, managing director, personal insurance 
and data science at Aviva Canada. “The age of the 
home, its proximity to fi re hydrants or fi rehalls, and 
fl ood risk are all factors. That’s why it’s best to discuss 
these things with both your insurance broker or agent 
and your realtor before settling on your dream home.”

4 MULTIGENERATIONAL living. More Canadians 
are choosing to live with extended family 

members, whether it’s to help care for aging parents 
or to share housing costs. If this is something 
you’ll need now or soon, make sure any home you’re 
looking at can potentially accommodate everyone, or 
factor in a big renovation budget.

5 Proximity to amenities.Don’t get caught up in 
how beautiful a home is if it’s far from places that 

improve your quality of life. Everyone has their priori-
ties   — whether it’s being near parks, restaurants or 
a local library. If you’re planning a move away from 
the city, think about how often you’ll want or need to 
return to see how far away it’s reasonable to move.

www.newscanada.com

5 factors to 
consider when 

relocating

The summer housing market 
is crazy once again.
SUPPLY IS BEYOND LOW, which has jacked up average 
home prices now.  A semi-detached home’s average 
price is over 1 million, and a detached average price is 
a cool 1.4 million.  Th e cost of housing now has put a 
lot of people out of the market, fi rst-time buyers and 
upgraders.  Th erefore, the number of owners who have 
decided to renovate rather than buy/sell has increased 
quite a bit. 

Every budget is diff erent, but for all levels, 
there are always some aff ordable options for home 

improvements to ensure you maximize your 
Return on Investment (ROI). A warning with 
improvements: these are not foolproof as they are 
subjective. A classic example is installing a backyard 
pool, typically this is a lifestyle decision for the 
family and not the next buyer.  However, as a result 
of the pandemic, pools are back in fashion with a 
lot of city buyers.  However; there are some areas 
that you can focus on that do improve both the 
enjoyment and resale of your home.

A great place to start would be with a minor 
bathroom renovation.  What is minor?  Well, it can 
be as simple as changing the bathroom fi xtures, 
painting, upgrading the lighting, changing the vanity 
and in some really dated homes remove the carpeting! 
Minor projects are those that do not require a lot of 
work and can be done on a weekend.  Th is type of 
upgrade can oft en provide over 100% ROI versus 
doing a major renovation. Major projects such as; 
removing walls, making the room larger, changing 
the location of the shower, will yield about a 93% ROI 
upon resale of your home.  Th e diff erence in return is 
due to increased costs in construction.

Two other big ROI improvements areas to consider 
are landscaping and outdoor entertainment spaces.  
Upgrading or improving the landscaping of your 
home typically will provide you with a 100% ROI.  
Adding or improving a deck or patio space will give 
you an average of 90% ROI.  Th ese are popular options 

as they do not interfere with your indoor living space.
A word of caution, the ROI data is based on the 

“average” fi nishes I discussed. No matter what room or 
area you decide to spend your money on, remember 
this golden rule: Do not spend more than necessary to 
get your investment back! It is a balance.

If you are concerned with ROI rather than your 
enjoyment factor and if you’re not working with a 
Realtor; who can help advise you – call Big Tuna! 
- you can always go online and review previous 
sales that are comparable to your home and in your 
neighbourhood. I always tell my clients to consider the 
next buyer when preparing a home for resale.  Unique 
and extravagant is not always the best option!

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both 

Real Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a 
home please feel free to call or email me directly 

at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 

or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 

What’s the deal with ROI?
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Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora
905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical 
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, 
Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, 
including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE &
LONDON FOG
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A 
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOW
AND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW
JAVA,

MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE
& LONDON FOG

COLOURS

BRAND NEW COLOURS

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED *Faucet extra

Pictured here 
New Bermuda White Colour 
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With only about a month’s supply 
of homes for sale on the market 
to meet the current demand and 
sellers earning well above the 
asking price within about 14 days, 
it’s unlikely the market will soften 
drastically by the fall of 2021. 

With high demand and low inventory of 
homes for sale many Buyers who took 
action and experienced competition when 

off ering to purchase. Oft en many bought homes 
without conditions of inspection and fi nance. 
Regardless of the challenges of lockdowns, 
COVID-19 safety protocols, and safety concerns, 
the real estate market has remained strong in 2021.

Th e supply of homes for sale has been strained 
across not only York Region and the Greater 
Toronto Area but has extended farther due to 
aff ordability and the new reality of many 
professionals now working remotely.  

Take time to research what’s for sale and the 
pricing strategy being used before negotiations 
begin to manage that feeling of Buyer’s remorse.  
Pre-approval from lenders is crucial before 
commencing the search for a home to purchase 
and fi nding the best area that will meet the 
budget requirements. Typically when there’s less 
competition Buyer’s make off ers with more cau-

tion. Th ere are usually more inspection conditions, 
fi nancing conditions or conditions that they sell 
their home in a given period of time fi rst. 

Buyers not only want to love the style of the home 
but will take the time when supply is high to investi-
gate the location thoroughly as it will relate to their 
lifestyle.  Th e home’s location itself can open up con-
siderations like transportation concerns, proximity 
to major highways, public transportation via bus 
and GO Train.  Buyers may need to be in a specifi c 
school zone for their families.  Recreation is a huge 
consideration for many wanting to live near parks, 
trails, sports facilities, library and shopping, restau-
rants and entertainment areas.  Is the home for sale 
near places of worship, is the area safe, clean and 
what about noise pollution?    

 Th e competition will always be a factor for 
some homes that may hit all of the wants of Buyers 
for location, style and price. Book a face-to-face 
discussion with a REALTOR® to plan your next move.

– Written by Connie Power

Connie Power Manager/Real Estate Sales Representative
CNE® Certifi ed Negotiation Expert  

SRS® Sellers Real Estate Specialist 
SRES® Seniors Real Estate Specialist

ABR® Accredited Buyers Representative
with RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd., Brokerage serving 

York region and beyond. EmPOWERing YOU in Real ESTATE!  
Call Connie today to be proactive about your next move. 

(905) 726-0856 or (905) 727-1941.

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Ask A Realtor®Ask A Realtor

Will the real estate market 
continue to be competitive 
this fall? 

Real Estate Market Update – Aurora

Incredible demand to buy homes continues across 
York Region, and typically homes are selling within 
14 days for 105 percent of the asking price in Aurora.  

The median price of all types of homes across Aurora 
remained the same in June and July at $1,170,000 
which is an 18 percent increase from this time last year. 
There were 125 homes placed for sale in July 35 percent 
fewer than last July and by August 1st only 98 remained 
available across Aurora’s 10 neighbourhoods which were 
53 percent fewer than in July 2020; at the current supply 
and demand, there’s just over a month of homes for sale 
to purchase to meet the need.  

In July, 113 Buyers were successful purchasers as 
demand continues to favour Sellers in this hot market 
which is a decrease of 7 percent year over year. The 
average value of a detached home was $1,535,884, Linked 
homes $1,143,000 Condo apartments average price was 
$589,889, semi-detached homes sold for an average of 
$870,200, townhouses cost on average $993,895.  

With so many buyers wanting into this market with such 
low availability of homes for sale, competition continues 

in many cases especially if pricing is under market value. 
It’s crucial to understand the area market values of 
comparable homes prior to making an offer on a home; 
while the market may be continually increasing what 
needs to be uncovered is whether the home has been 
priced below market value, at market value or above 
market value as a pricing strategy to understand whether 
the home being considered is within the budget available.   
Contact a REALTOR®� to discuss the area market trends 
and create a customized action plan together.  

– Written by Connie Power 
Connie Power is the Manager, Real Estate Sales Representative 

CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES®,  for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd.,  
Brokerage serving York region and beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an appointment 
to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto Regional 
Real Estate Board; Summary of Existing home Transactions for all home 
types forJune, July, 2020, 2021 and the Regional Housing Market Tables 

for York region, Aurora June, July, 2020, 2021 as well as from the Statistics and 
Counts for all of Aurora for June, July 2021 for both Freehold 

and condominium Sales of all types of homes.

***Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.
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905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Sales Representative

SUSIE STROM
Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Broker
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Client Care Coordinator
LESLIE JENNINGS

Broker
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
 Contact Us TODAY For Your Free Home Analysis Report!

TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

49 TIMBERLINE TRAIL, AURORA 

SOLD

15455 BATHURST STREET, AURORA 
$1,879,000

63 KINGSTON ROAD, NEWMARKET

SOLD

62 HOGAN COURT, KING CITY 

SOLD

15 SUNMOUNT ROAD, TORONTO 

760 HARRY DOUGLAS STREET, NEWMARKET

SOLD

SOLD

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Bond Head, Many New homes  
being built all around!  

Retail with 32 Condo apartments above.
Call me for Details!

2876 COUNTY ROAD 27
'WALTER GEIKIE HOUSE'

VICTORIAN, C. 1854

4240 COUNTY ROAD 88
'QUAINT HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1865

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

4325 COUNTY ROAD 88
'SIMCOE-WHITESIDE HOTEL'

GEORGIAN, C. 1862

4370 LINE 7
'BRAZEL-CHAMBERS HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1845

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

CALLING ALL  
BUILDERS/INVESTORS

28 McCardy Court, Caledon East 
Must be seen, 2 homes in one! 

Call me for Details!

SOLD IN DAYS!

BACKYARD LIVING: Mosquito free
(NC) Thanks to ever-changing  
lockdown restrictions preventing 
us from enjoying time indoors with 
friends and family, many of us have 
moved activities to our backyards, 
transforming them into kitchens, 
classrooms and living areas.
And this trend isn’t stopping. According to a new 
study, one in two Canadians plan on investing more 
in their outdoor living spaces because of limited 

public activities available. But when it comes to  
redesigning your yard or patio, it’s important to 
safeguard it against pests, including mosquitoes.

CREATING A PEST-FREE OUTDOOR SPACE
Here are some tips to help you and your family  
stay safe from hungry mosquitoes:

PLAN NOW, ENJOY LATER Don’t wait to see mos-
quitoes appear. Treat the leadup to warmer weather 
as an indicator that it is time to start preparing for 
these pests before they become a problem.

ELIMINATE STANDING WATER Areas of untreated  
standing water are havens for mosquitoes because 
they use them as breeding grounds to lay their eggs. 

This includes kiddy pools, lingering storm puddles 
and dripping hoses left unchecked.

PUT YOUR GREEN THUMB TO WORK Some plants,  
like marigolds, have been shown to repel mosquitoes 
with their scent — and look beautiful in a home garden.

SET UP A SHIELD OF DEFENSE Mosquito repellents  
have improved greatly from the days of DEET- 
laden aerosol sprays. For example, Thermacell  
Repellents work to emit an effective, DEET-free wall  
of protection around a stationary device that can  
sit on your patio table or garden. With a sleek  
design, the repellents can discretely fit into any  
contemporary outdoor space or even be hung on 
tents and chairs when camping.

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Stylish
outdoor living ideasoutdoor living ideas

(NC) The pandemic really 
showed what a difference  
outdoor space can make for 
your own well-being, whether 
it’s a backyard, balcony, patio 
or porch. Now that we’re  
able to entertain a little more, 
here are a few tips to transform 
outside space into your  
favourite spot in the home.
THINK COMFORT Make sure to consider your  
outdoor furniture carefully. So much has improved in 
recent years that you can easily find pieces as stylish 
and comfy as what you use in your living room that 
are also built to last through the elements.

THINK LIGHTING Don’t forget modern and stylish  
lighting for your outdoor hideaway. Make use of  
the space into the evening even as the days  
get shorter by using a mixture of solar-powered  
lanterns and torches, plus flickering candles for a 
warm glow. For an effortless way to light, you can  
try BIC’s new EZ Reach Lighter, which has an  
extended wand that makes it easier to light candles 
or your barbecue from any angle.

THINK GREEN From local native plants in 
your garden to cushions made from recyclable  
materials, there are many easy ways to get  
more environmentally friendly outside. Try a 
timed sprinkler that won’t turn on in the rain for a  
set-it-and-forget-it eco-friendly setting.

THINK TEMPERATURE Even as restrictions  
lessen, there’s no reason to stop enjoying the  
outdoor space that’s become so essential to your 
home during the pandemic. Add an outdoor fan to 
give movement to hot, humid air in the summer, 
and invest in a heat lamp, fireplace or cozy blankets 
early so you can enjoy your space into the fall.

THINK CONVENIENCE Any major upgrades 
should make your life easier and fit with how you 
use the space. Whether that means an outdoor 
kitchen setup complete with fridge, sink and grill, or 
an entertainment zone with Wi-Fi and a projector, 
go with what makes your everyday life better.

www.newscanada.com
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Ready to enter the market or sell? 
Give me a call.

Give me a call. Dir. 416-990-0832

30 Foot Hills Rd, Located Kirby & Dufferin Rd. 
This Spectacular Pocket Is AKA

The Mega Lots. This Home Is Incredible! 
True Pride Of Home Ownership. 

Sitting Just Under 3700 Sq. Ft. On A 
Premium 75.4 X 147.6Ft Lot. Attention 
To Detail. Custom Home, Sparred No 
Expenses T/O Property. Entertainers 
Dream Home W/ Oversize Gourmet 

Kitchen, To Your Private, Exclusive Rear 
Yard Oasis Incl. Pool W/ Slide, Cabana 

W/ Fire Pit & Sitting Area W/ Retractable 
Awning 4 Bedroom, 3 Car Heated Garage, 

Sprinkler System, Pool Pump (2021), 
Pool Heater (2020), Extensive Landscaping, 

Surround Sound. Upgraded S/S Viking 
Appliances, Marble Flooring, Wainscotting, 

Cornice Molding, You Can’t Get Better Than This!

108 Villandry  Maple, Ont
Welcome Home To Your Lovely & Fully 

Renovated Detached 3 Bedroom, 4 
Bathroom Home In The Heart Of Maple 

On A Premium Street. Upgrades Include: 
Updated Kitchen With Quartz Countertops 
& Marble Backsplash, Renovated Powder 
Room On Main Floor And Two Bathrooms 

Upstairs, Finished Basement, Hardwood Floor 
Throughout, Newer Roof, New Windows, 

Newly Insulated Garage Door, New Front Door, 
New Back Sliding Door & Large Backyard 

Deck For Your Summer Bbq’s!
Includes: S/S Fridge, Stove, Range Hood, 

Washer & Dryer, All Electrical Light Fixtures, 
Window Coverings, Hot Water Tank (Rental). 
Superb Neighborhood & Close To Schools, 
Restaurants, Vaughan Mills Shopping, Etc.

 4800 sq ft unit for sale.
 Jane st/ Langstaff rd.

Operating Daycare business 
Commercial Condo Unit For Sale 

With An Established Tenanted Daycare, 
Excellent Opportunity To Add To 

Your Portfolio In Obtaining This 4804 Sq. Ft. 
Space, Rarely Offered. A-1 Tenant Running A 

Very Busy Daycare. You Defi nitely 
Will Not Be Disappointed In Making 

This Purchase/Investment. 
Fantastic Location, Close Proximity 

To Ttc. Buses, Vaughan Mills. Do Not Let 
This Opportunity Pass You By.

$2,668,055

104 Hambly Ave, Located In Prestigious 
King City, Ont, Here Is Your Opportunity 

To Move Into This Luxurious, 
Custom Built Home. True Pride Of 

Home Ownership Is Seen Here With 
Impeccable Finishings T/O, Incl 
Engineered Hardwood Floors, 

Coffered Ceilings, Custom Kitchen, 
Panelled Walls & Built-Ins. 

Take This Opportunity 
And Move Your Family To A Turn 

Key Custom Home, In One Of Kings 
Renowned Locations. 

Don’t Sleep On It... Sleep In It…

$2,249,000

48 Linacre. Richmond Hill

Approx 3000 sq ft. 4 b/r, 
fi nished walk up basement. 

King rd/Bathurst. 
Richmond Hill, Ont.

COMING SOON

FOR SALE FOR SALE

(NC) If you’re in the market for a  
new home or follow real estate 
news, you’re likely aware of  
Canada’s new mortgage  
stress test rules that came into  
effect in June. While the new  
rules are designed to help  
cool the country’s overheated  
housing market, they also lower  
a buyer’s purchasing power.

If you’re buying a home, the mortgage stress test  
requires a bank to confirm that you can still make  
your mortgage payment at an interest rate that is higher 
than what you actually pay each month. That qualifying  
rate has increased from 4.79 to 5.25 per cent.

This means that under the old rate, a couple in the 
market for a home with a combined annual income of 
$100,000 and no debts would qualify for a mortgage 
amount of $535,000. With the new qualifying rate, this 
couple now qualifies for a mortgage amount of $510,000.

If you’re currently house hunting and are worried  
that you may not be able to afford a home with  
these new rules, consider land lease. This option is  
increasing in popularity because it allows families to 
purchase their own home without buying the land, 
making homeownership more affordable.

Plus, homes in many land lease communities  
offer several other untraditional benefits. For example, 

Parkbridge, an owner-operator of land lease commu-
nities, offers community management, which includes 
maintaining shared spaces like roads and sidewalks. 
Many Parkbridge communities also come with shared 
amenities including pools, golf courses, lawn bowling, 
fitness centres and more, which are also managed and 
maintained by onsite teams.

As for getting a mortgage, the process for buying a 
land lease home is quite similar to buying a freehold  
home, though you may have to shop around for a  
mortgage specialist who is familiar with land lease. 
With a lower purchase price for the same amount  
of square footage than a freehold home, land lease  
is becoming a more popular way for first-time buyers 
to break into the current housing market.

Find more information at parkbridge.com.
www.newscanada.com

NEW MORTGAGE STRESS TEST RULES  
make home ownership tougher
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From buying a house  From buying a house  
to retiring — planning to retiring — planning 
for life’s milestonesfor life’s milestones
(NC) As we emerge from the pandemic, many 
of us are planning on how to get our lives back 
on track to achieve our goals in life, whether it’s 
buying a house, setting aside money for our kids’ 
education or retiring comfortably.

Whatever stage you’re at in life, proper planning  
can help you successfully navigate life’s 
milestones. Get the ball rolling by following  
these helpful tips and tricks:

YOUR FIRST HOME While about 68 per cent  
of Canadians are homeowners, real estate  
prices been running hot in the country’s major 
markets for the last couple of years, making it 
more difficult for first-time buyers to find a home.

Before you start shopping for real estate,  
it’s a good idea to take a step back and carefully 
plan your purchase. The first step when saving  
for a down payment is to get your finances in order 
and seriously think about what you can afford.

While saving for a down payment should be your 
priority, also put aside some money to cover 
closing costs. Make sure you look into first-time 
homebuyer incentives, as these opportunities  
may make purchasing a house more affordable 
than you think.

YOUR KIDS’ EDUCATION Hundreds of  
thousands of young people are about to head off 
fresh-faced to post-secondary institutions  this fall, 
armed with dorm room posters, stacks  of textbooks 
and… a realistic budget? If the student in your life 
doesn’t have one, it’s not too late to plan.

Include all the costs of student life when making 
a budget; you can find a template online. Think 
about tuition fees, student fees, health insurance, 
books and other course materials, and living  
expenses, then try to make room for some fun in 
there too.

YOUR RETIREMENT If your retirement plans got  
derailed by the pandemic or you’ve had to dip into  
your savings, there’s still at least one source of  
income you can count on. The Canada Pension 
Plan is the foundation for your overall strategy, which  
could also include a workplace-related pension,  
personal savings and investments.

Independent studies have confirmed that the 
CPP will be there when you retire, even for 
those just heading off to university or entering 
the workforce straight out of high school. In fact,  
CPP Investments, the professional investment 
management organization that manages the fund, 
recently reported a record return of 20.4 per cent 
for its 2021 fiscal year, growing the fund by more 
than $87 billion to a total of $497.2 billion.

www.newscanada.com



    THE AURORAN, Thursday, August 12, 2021           Page 25RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS

*base on GCI for Royal Lepage YCR 2018 GCI   **based on GCI for Royal LePage Canada 2018

14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

2017, 2018, 2019

32 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
Top 1% in Canada*

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

Monica Stohr

High demand for homes  
& cottages continues this summer…

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Direct 289.221.1481 Office 905.727.3154 kellyburt@royallepage.ca

JUST LISTED IN KING CITY

A BEAUTIFUL 100’X150’ TIERED LOT IN QUIET  
NEIGHBOURHOOD.  CONTACT ME FOR DETAILS.

MULTIGENERATIONAL HOMES With property prices 
skyrocketing and parents needing more help with the 
kids at home, more families are trying multigenera-
tional living on for size. In fact, according to a recent 
report from insurance company Aviva Canada, this is 
now a reality for 16 per cent of Canadians.

This means houses are being adapted to accommodate 
multiple families under one roof, whether it’s with an 
addition or an in-law suite in the basement. Homes 
that offer this flexibility are in demand, and your 
property value could increase if you decide to adapt 
your home for multifamily living.

CREATIVE CUSTOM ADAPTATIONS While many  
people moved because of the pandemic, others  
preferred to avoid the added stress and have  
modified their current home so it works better.  
A fully independent home office, luxury entertainment 
space and decked out kids’ playrooms are some of  
the most popular renovations. However, keep 
in mind that any changes you make may impact  
your insurance.

“With people spending so much time at home 
last year, it’s no surprise Canadians are changing 
their spaces to fit their current needs. These renova-

tions may change the home’s rebuild value. It’s always  
good practice to check in with your insurance  
broker or agent when considering renovations so  
you are adequately covered,” recommends Phil Gibson,  
managing director, personal insurance and data  
science at Aviva Canada.

OUTDOORS BECOMES ESSENTIAL The outdoors  
has provided a much-needed escape and an  
opportunity to interact safely with friends and  

family. So, it’s no surprise that much more time and 
money are being invested in upgrading our patios, 
balconies and backyards.

Whether it’s a pool, hot tub, firepit, outdoor  
kitchen or even outdoor home movie theatre,  
people are stepping up their outdoor living game. 
Beautiful landscaping, flowers and vegetable gar-
dens are part of this trend, and don’t expect the focus  
on outdoors to go away anytime soon.

www.newscanada.com

How to adapt home spaces to fit the new normal
(NC) Did you take on a big home 
makeover during the pandemic?
Working from home has been the main push for major  
alterations to homes across the country. In fact, nearly 
three in 10 Canadians have adapted their space in  
the past year, slightly higher than those who renovated, 
according to a recent survey by Aviva Canada.

Some of the most popular changes are adaptations  
to a current living space for a workspace, a home gym 
and/or a space for homeschooling. The price tag for  
adapting spaces to better suit living situations during the 
pandemic is similar across the country, with the average 
cost coming in at $783 according to the same survey.

But in our rush to make changes that suit our  new lifestyle, 
many of us may have missed an important consideration — 
insurance. Especially if you’ve invested in a big makeover.

“If you’ve made major modifications to your home, keep  
in mind that finishing a basement, removing structural  
supports or building an addition could impact your  
insurance coverage,” explains Phil Gibson, managing director, 
personal insurance and data science at Aviva Canada.

Only a quarter of those who have made at least one 
change in their homes in the past 12 months say they 
have already, or they intend to, update their content  
insurance. But almost two thirds haven’t.

These changes could affect your home’s rebuild value, so 
it’s essential to make sure your investment is protected in 
case something happens.

“If you’re unsure of your coverage, it’s important to  
discuss your policy with your insurance broker or agent  
to ensure your policy meets the needs of your updated 
home,” says Gibson. “They can help ensure you have  
the right protection.”

www.newscanada.com

How the pandemic  
will have lasting impacts 
on home design
(NC) The last year and a half has not only transformed how we live —  
it’s altered where we live, too. With many of us moving to a totally  
different location or undertaking a major reno, new design trends  
have emerged, which are going to have a lasting impact far beyond 
COVID. Here are the top trends to keep in mind if you’re  
house hunting or planning a makeover.
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*Team Jordan is the #1 Keller Williams Group in Canada based on GCI in 2020.
Not intended to solicit those already under contract.
Lorraine Jordan is a Sales Representative with Keller Williams Experience Realty

FIND OUT
WHY WE’RE
THE #1 TEAM
IN CANADA*

info@teamjordan.ca
call: 705.526.9770
text: 705.527.2007

teamjordan.ca

Since 2007, Lorraine Jordan 
along with her team of real estate 
experts has helped over 9,000 
clients realize their dreams and 
escape to the good life.

Sure, many real estate companies 
can say the same thing, but we are 
a different type of real estate team. 
In an industry that sometimes 
gets a bad reputation, Team 
Jordan is working to change the 
way people think about real 
estate and real estate agents.

We are focused on building 
long-lasting relationships, 
fi nding solutions and sharing 
knowledge – whether it leads to a 
transaction or not.

We are committed to contributing 
to our communities where we live 
and work whether it is through our 
work, volunteering or simply being 
a great neighbour.

It’s the simple things 
that make us #1.

Are you ready to escape to the good life?
Want to realize your dreams and escape to the good life?
Give us a call and talk to us today.
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(NC) If you’ve spent the last several 
months daydreaming about your  
ideal renovation project, you’re not 
alone. Whether it’s a reno for a  
new kitchen, your own spa bathroom, 
a basement media room or a beautiful 
backyard oasis, there’s no shortage  
of dreams to take on.

Here are a few tips to make your vision a reality:
Spend time planning ahead. The more you think 

about your project before you begin, the better you’ll 
understand your wants, needs and priorities.

A great place to start is thinking about why you’re 
doing this project in the first place. Is it to create  
more space? Add functionality? Freshen up décor? 
These questions will help you make the right decisions 
during your project.

Know when to call in the pros. Many home reno 
projects might seem DIY, such as laying tiles and  
flooring. But for anything structural, mechanical  
or electrical, it’s best to hire a properly licensed  

professional. You don’t want to cause any fires or  
leaks that could lead to more time-consuming and 
costly damage to you or your home.

Save on splurge-worthy finishing touches. Add 
creature comforts and finishing touches that make 
completing your renovation all the more rewarding. 
From a luxurious Nespresso espresso machine, to 
the perfect Cuisinart kitchen gadgets, to that coveted  
Napoleon barbecue, you can use Air Miles Reward 
Miles to save big on must-have items for your newly 
renovated space.

Find more information at rewards.airmiles.ca/merchandise.
www.newscanada.com

Rocco Racioppo

90 MARSDEN COURT 
SOLD FOR $1,455,000

144 BOTELHO CIRCLE 
SOLD FOR $3,235,000

638 FOXCROFT BLVD 
SOLD FOR $1,520,000

64 CARDINAL CRESCENT 
SOLD FOR $1,201,000

1 LEITH DRIVE 
SOLD FOR $1,250,000

10 ROSEBANK BLVD 
SOLD FOR $1,000,000

988 LOCKWOOD CIRCLE 
SOLD FOR $2,070,000

28 HYDRANGEA HOLLOW 
SOLD FOR $1,230,000

892 DAMASCUS COURT 
SOLD FOR $1,865,000

1092 STONEHAVEN AVENUE 
SOLD FOR $1,550,000

391 FAIRWAY GARDEN 
SOLD FOR $1,407,000

197 SHEFFIELD STREET 
SOLD FOR $1,150,000

THE MARKET IS
STILL HOT!

LIST NOW AND GET THE RIGHT
R E S U L T S W I  T H R O C C O

9 0 5  8 4 1  4 7 8 7 
SOME RECENT SALES SINCE JUNE 1  2021

RE/MAX REALTRON REALTY INC.,BROKERAGE

Rocco Racioppo
Broker

905-841-4787
Over 40 years of

Award Winning Service!

*Represented by the Buyer

*Represented by the Buyer*Represented by the Buyer

Mould problem? 
DIY TIPS FOR YOUR HOME
(NC) No matter where you live, mould can be found 
around you. Mould is the common word for any fungus 
that grows on food or damp building materials.

People living in homes with mould and damp conditions 
are more likely to have eye, nose and throat irritation; 
coughing and phlegm buildup; wheezing and shortness of 
breath; and worsening of asthma symptoms.

What should you do to make sure this unwanted visitor 
doesn’t stay?

1 Look for damp spots and identify the problem. Check 
basements, closets, windowsills and around sinks, tubs 

and pipes. Dry any surfaces where moisture has collected.

2 Repair water leaks ASAP. Clean up immediately after 
any water leak or flooding.

3 Keep your home well ventilated. Always turn on your 
kitchen and bathroom exhaust fans when cooking, 

showering or bathing. Let the fan run for a few minutes 
after you’re done. Make sure your clothes dryer, stove, 
kitchen and bathroom fans all vent to the outdoors. 

4 Seal tubs and sinks. Make sure the seal is tight, so  
water doesn’t leak into the walls.

5 Throw out basement clutter. Cardboard boxes and old 
clothes are great places for mould to grow. If you need 

to store items, be sure to use plastic bins with lids.

6 Reduce humidity. Keep humidity low, about 50 per cent  
in the summer and 30 per cent in colder weather.  

You can use a hygrometer — an inexpensive tool available 
at most hardware stores — to measure humidity.

7 If needed, use a dehumidifier or air conditioner to  
reduce humidity levels. Clean often. Regularly clean 

and disinfect anything that holds water, like humidifiers, 
dehumidifiers and air conditioners. Clean surfaces affected  
by mould with water and dish detergent. Bleach is not  
necessary to remove mould.

Consider hiring a professional if you have a lot of mould 
(greater than three square metres), it comes back after 
repeated cleanings or someone in your household suffers 
from asthma or other respiratory problems because of it.

Find more information at canada.ca by searching the  
keywords “mould” and “home.”

www.newscanada.com
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How to design your dream DIY reno
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(NC) After a year of working from 
home for many of us, it’s only 
natural to be hitting a rut. 
No matter how great your 
at-home work setup is, 
you might need a refresh.

Here are few tips to make working from home so 
much better:

1. DECLUTTER YOUR WORKSPACE
A lot of work-related clutter can build up over time. 
Take a few minutes to collect any offi  ce items lying 
around the house, such as your video call head-
phones or your loose papers and sticky notes. Th en 
recycle anything you don’t need and store the rest in 
a dedicated location. You’ll feel fresher and ready to 
take on what’s next.

2. UPGRADE YOUR WORKWEAR
Just because you aren’t going into the offi  ce doesn’t 
mean you don’t deserve to feel your best and 
look sharp. If you’re keen on business wear, try 
easing into a new pair of pants or a simple summer 
dress to fi nd a more relaxed summertime vibe. 
If you’ve defaulted to pyjamas and sweats every day, 
consider fi nding the happy medium with a new pair 
of sleek joggers, just for a change.

3. GET OUTDOORS
Take advantage of the season and head outside 
while you can. A quick walk in a local park is a 
great way to take a break or end your workday. 
If you have a backyard or balcony, set up a simple 
internet extender to move the offi  ce outside on 
warm days. Th e fresh air will lift  up your spirits and 
do wonders for your productivity.

4. BOOST ONLINE SECURITY FOR 
YOUR PERSONAL DEVICES 
According to a recent survey, only 18 per cent of 
Canadians are using online identity theft  protection 

tools, and most of us just don’t know where to start. 
With so much online activity taking place, including 
a high volume of info sharing, we’ve become increasingly 
vulnerable to cyberattacks and identity theft , so it’s 
worthwhile to update your security measures for your 
personal devices as best as you can. While no one 
can prevent all identity theft  or cybercrime, using an 
all-in-one solution like Telus Online Security Pow-
ered by NortonLifeLock  an help protect your personal 
devices, online privacy and information. Made for 
consumers, the comprehensive coverage is available 
across Canada (excluding Quebec residents) and 
includes multiple layers of protection that can help 
protect your identity and provide restoration if your 
personal information is ever stolen.Overall, changes 
like these can help bring peace of mind to your 
work-from-home life going forward. Find more 
information at telus.com/onlinesecurity.

www.newscanada.com

3 TIPS FOR UPGRADING 
YOUR VIRTUAL OFFICE
(NC) Many of us hastily switched over to working from 
home when the pandemic took hold. Now that we’ve 
been at it over a year and a half and lots of companies 
are shifting to hybrid options permanently, it’s time to 
ensure your virtual offi ce lets you reach your full potential.

Here are three tips to help you create a better home offi ce:

1. GET THE GOOD CHAIR
If you bought a cheap desk chair at the start of the 
pandemic or have been using one from your kitchen or 
dining room, then it’s time to pick out a better-quality seat 
designed for a full workday.

This is the number one upgrade to make, and one 
that’s worth a splurge if you can afford it. A chair that’s 
comfortable and helps you sit properly will save your back, 
neck, shoulders and hands from everyday aches and 
long-term injury.

2. ENHANCE YOUR VIDEO
Many of us have been relying on low-quality, built-in 
laptop cameras for video calls for months. This risks 
awkward angles, iffy lighting and blurry pictures, not to 
mention requires setting up again every time you move 
your laptop.

There’s only so much a generic background image can 
do. Instead, try using a compact or mirrorless camera, 
such as the Sony ZV1B, for your video calls. You just 
download the camera’s free software on your computer to 
set it up for calls and connect to your laptop. Then you 
can open your video chat and have everyone admire your 
crisp, clear image.

3. UPGRADE YOUR HEADPHONES
A decent pair of headphones can make a major difference 
to your quality of life at work, and they don’t have to be 
expensive. There are so many types, so do your research 
for a pair that fi t your needs. Think about comfort for long 
meetings, durability and how multipurpose you want them 
to be. Noise-cancelling headphones might be worth it if 
you’re sharing a space, while wireless ones can let you 
tidy up your home as you listen to a webinar.

Find more creative tech ideas from experts at henrys.com.
   www.newscanada.com

4 EASY TIPS to make working 
from home so much better  

440 Wil l iam Graham Drive at Lesl ie Street,  Aurora

905 503 5560  • sales@tmoa.ca  • themeadowsofaurora.com

MORE THAN A HOME. A COMMUNITY.

By appointment. Please call 905 503 5560
Monday to Saturday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

Park Tower our next exciting phase is now being offered
at pre-construction pricing. 

Park Tower features 125 superbly designed residences on 7 floors in a wide and stunning range 
of design and suite options. 

If you’re close to considering “condo-style” living for your retirement years, it’s time to consider Park Tower 
at the Meadows of aurora. Come visit and explore our campus today. It’s filled with activity and our 

Sales Presentation Centre along with our in-house café and patios are open. 

Park Tower

905 503 5560905 503 5560

PARK TOWERNOW SELLING

LImItEd

tImE

PRE-CONStRUCtION

PRICING
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(NC) Sear marks are not just for your 
steak — grilled vegetables and fruits 
make for a delicious main, side or 
dessert and shine when charred just 
right with a delicious smoky flavour. 

They are also a great source of vitamins and  
minerals and can be a great way to boost your fibre 
intake, as well as serve as a nutritious and delicious 
alternative to animal foods.

As the summer rolls on, there are many local  
produce options to choose from and you can  
definitely taste the difference local makes. Here,  
Jasmine Kwok, a registered dietitian at Loblaws,  
provides tips to change it up and add more produce 
to your grill.

PUT A SKEWER IN IT. Think local peppers,  
mushrooms, tomatoes, zucchini and more, which 
are in stores from local farmers now. Whether  
marinated with a mixture of fresh citrus, garlic  
and herbs or tossed with a drizzle of olive oil and  
seasoned with a touch of salt and pepper, grilled  
vegetables are always a hit and can be served multiple 
ways. Tip — if you’re using wooden skewers, make 

sure you soak them in water for 30 minutes before 
you start making your kabobs.

SEAR YOUR SALAD. Think outside the box and try 
grilling your salad. Romaine hearts are a great choice 
for the barbecue when topped with Caesar dressing, 
Parmesan cheese and bacon bits. The warmth and 
smoky flavour of the romaine will up your classic 
Caesar salad to a whole new level.

FIRE UP YOUR DESSERT. Grilled fruit is like a magic 
trick. There are so many options available and while 
you likely have had grilled pineapple, why not skewer 
and grill strawberries this weekend? Strawberries are 
currently in season and are delicious on their own. 
You can also try them drizzled with balsamic vinegar 
or a touch of vanilla extract for a new taste. Serve 
with plain Greek yogurt and some crunchy granola 
or a scoop of vanilla ice cream for a real treat.

If you’d like more ideas, connect with a registered 
dietitian for helpful tips and recipes. Offering many 
ways to connect, you can try a free 15-minute initial 
nutrition consultation or check out a webinar on a 
variety of topics at loblaws.ca/dietitians.

www.newscanada.com
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Make fruit and veggies the  
star of the grill this summer

3 lb (1.5 kg) chicken  
drumsticks and thighs
1 jar VH Pineapple Jerk Sauce, divided
2 cups reduced-sodium chicken broth
1 cup short grain rice
4 tsp minced fresh ginger
½ cup red kidney beans, rinsed
1/3 cup diced sweet red pepper
Lime wedges
Sprigs of fresh thyme

DIRECTIONS:  

1   In a large bowl, toss chicken with 1 cup 
(250 mL) sauce; refrigerate at least 1 hour or up 
to overnight.

2   Preheat oven to 425°F (220°C). Arrange 
chicken on parchment-paper-lined baking sheet; 
cook for 35 to 45 minutes or until golden brown 
and cooked through. Brush with remaining sauce.

3   Meanwhile, bring broth to boil in small 
saucepan; stir in rice and ginger. Reduce heat to 
low; cover and cook for 20 minutes or until rice 
is tender. Stir in beans and red pepper. Remove 
from heat. Cover and let stand for 5 minutes.  
Fluff with a fork.

4   Serve chicken with rice and beans. Garnish 
as desired.

Pineapple Jerk Chicken
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 35 minutes 
Serves: 4 

Take a trip around the world from your kitchen
(NC) Lately, we have all found ourselves daydreaming about our next vacation. So why not add 
international flavours to your favourite dishes and bring vacation vibes to your home.

A simple, flavour-rich sauce can add something a little more exciting, fun and exotic. VH sauces 
are proudly prepared in Boisbriand, Quebec and their delicious marinades, dips and stir-fry 
sauces can help add an international flair to any of your home-cooked meals.

Take your taste buds to the tropics with this delicious recipe.
www.newscanada.com
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