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Lampshades 
& we can arrange 

for installation

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10AM - 6PM 
SATURDAY 10AM-5PM CLOSED SUNDAY

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
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IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

1000S

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

of Lighting ideas from

OPEN

905-751-0533|14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S.

www.barronshome.net

Barrons

Timothy’s 24 Pk

Newmans 12Pk

$1299

$899

K-CUPS
Service 

with Trust 
and  

Integrity.

ERIC SKILLINS
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

416.988.0209
DIRECT

MAURO BUCCI
BROKER

ANGIE VALLELUNGA
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL 416.998.9891 & START PACKING!

MAURO BUCCIMAURO BUCCI
BROKER

AWARD WINNING TEAM since 2009

Team Offi ce Coming Soon 
to 28 Wellington St. W.

Serving Aurora, 
York Region and 

surrounding  
areas for  
28 years.

tsherin@trebnet.com
905-727-3154     

Terry Sherin 
Sales Representative

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Raz and Mae Khamissa, along 
with their daughter Saarah, closed a 
significant chapter in their lives last 
week when they closed the doors of  
Omar’s Shoes for the last time.

It was the end of  an era for the 
popular shoe store, which has been 
a mainstay at the Aurora Shopping 

Centre on Yonge Street at Murray 
Drive for nearly 52 years.

Omar’s announced their decision 
to close this past spring after being 
unable to come to a resolution with 
their landlord over rent relief  for 
businesses left struggling due to 
the global pandemic. But, at the 
eleventh hour – this past Thursday, 
to be exact – relief  came when the 
business secured a new space to re-
open this December.

And, most importantly for the 
family, a new location in Aurora.

“Our origins are in Aurora, so it 
was killing is that we couldn’t find 
a spot in Aurora,” says Raz, who 
co-owns the business started by his 
father, Omar, more than 50 years 
ago with his wife, Mae.

“At one point, we decided that 
maybe we’ll just call it quits and 
we’ll find something else to do,” 

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Continued on page 6

Indigenous storyteller 
brings culture and 
“seeds of  hope”  
to Town Park 

Kim Wheatley has always been struck by the 
beauty of  Town Park.

The historic green space was once an everyday 
destination for the former Aurora resident, but last 
month it was the scene of  mourning and memory 
as she led the community in a show of  solidarity 

Community gave Omar’s Shoes owners 
“courage” to fight to stay in Aurora

Continued on page 19

A NEW CHAPTER – After more than 51 years in business at the corner of Yonge and Murray Drive, the Khamissa family closed their doors for a final 
time. Believing earlier this summer that last week’s closure would be the end of the road for them in Aurora, they are excited to be carrying on the tradition in 
Aurora’s bustling Bayview Avenue corridor. Pictured here Monday in front of their soon-to-be-home just south of L.A. Fitness are Nazia Khamissa, Shehzaed 
Saidoo, Saarah Khamissa-Saidoo, and Raz, Mae and Mikail Khamissa.                  Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Sobeys Plaza 15480 Bayview AveSobeys Plaza 15480 Bayview Ave  

990055--550033--77888888

Sunday & Monday  11- 8 pm
Tuesday - Thursday 11- 9 pm 
Friday & Saturday   11-10 pm 

NEW HOURS: 

TAKE OUT ONLY

Inquire Now
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

NEW GRADE 5 CLASS ADDED

Limited space also available in
Grade 2 for September

Napoleon Prestige BBQ
P500RSIBNSS natural gas BBQ

P500RSIBPSS propane BBQ

IN STOCK IN STOCK
LIMITED 

QUANTITIES

ORDER NOW WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!

KAMADO JOE LUMP CHARCOAL IN STOCK

905.727.1941  ⎜ info@susancowen.com
www.SusanCowen.com

A name you know... people you trust!

Continually Referred!
Top 1% in RE/MAX Canada!

Over 40 Years Combined Experience!

SUSAN COWEN ANDREW COWEN
Experience Pays!

Call us to
day!

WALKING THE ROAD OF RECONCILIATION – Anishinaabe Grandmother Kim 
Wheatley will lead the community in Indigenous storytelling next Saturday, August 14 
at Town Park from 10.30 – 11.30 a.m., and from 1.30 – 2.30 p.m. 
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Council & Committee Meetings

What’s Happening

What’s Happening

What’s Happening

Date Time  Location  Meeting
Thursday, August 12 7 p.m.  Video conference  Committee of Adjustment

No meetings week of August 16

No meetings week of August 23

No meetings week of August 30

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/livecouncilmeeting

Seniors Centre Without Walls (SCWW)
Seniors Centre Without Walls (SCWW) is a free program, 
providing community outreach to seniors and adults via 
telephone and Zoom. 

Check out the monthly schedule online at aurora.ca/scww.

Heritage Advisory Committee and Anti-Black 
Racism & Anti-Racism Task Force Openings
Help make a meaningful impact in our community! We are 
recruiting members for the Heritage Advisory Committee & 
Anti-Black Racism and Anti-Racism Task Force. 

Apply by August 20. More details at: aurora.ca/committees.

Town of Aurora terminates State of 
Emergency
On Tuesday, July 27, Aurora Mayor Tom Mrakas terminated  
the Town’s State of Emergency that was declared on        
March 18, 2020 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

“This is a huge milestone for our community, signaling 
light at the end of the COVID-19 tunnel,” says Mayor Tom 
Mrakas. “I declared the State of Emergency to give our 
staff and organization the agility and flexibility to address 
the unprecedented nature of the challenges posed by the 
pandemic. I am thrilled that, in light of the drop in case 
numbers and the high vaccination rates in our community, we 
are able to make this next step towards a state of new normal.”  

This emergency declaration followed the Ontario government’s 
announcement that a province-wide state of emergency was 
in place and allowed the Town to access additional resources 
and funding where needed to help control the spread of the 
virus.  

“I want to caution everyone that although we are in a very 
positive position, we must all continue to play our part in 
maintaining our low rate of infection and in supporting our 
community’s recovery from the pandemic,” continues Mayor 
Mrakas. “Wash your hands and respect all the guidelines 
established by health authorities. Be smart, be safe, and be 
healthy.”

For more information and updates, please visit                 
aurora.ca/reopen.

Fall 2021
Program Guide
Our Fall 2021 Program Guide 
has arrived, including both 
in-person and virtual programs 
for all ages. The guide can be 
viewed online at 
aurora.ca/recguide.

Pre-registration is required for all 
programs and drop-in activities 
at aurora.ca/eplay.

Club Aurora Now Open
Club Aurora Fitness Centre is now open. Pre-registration is 
required. Full details available online at aurora.ca/clubaurora. 

Check out our fitness programs and classes online at     
aurora.ca/fitness.

Registrations are now open for Recreation programs. Register 
for Aquatics programs starting on August 30.

Aurora Family Leisure Complex Drop-Ins    
and Skating Activities 

Recreation centres are now open for indoor sports activities. 
Pre-registration is required. 

For AFLC Drop-In schedule, please visit aurora.ca/aflcdropin.

For Skating Activities schedule, please visit aurora.ca/skating.

CONCERTS
IN THE
PARK

A U R O R A ’ S  2 0 2 1

F R E E  E V E N T

Town Park - 49 Wells Street

Pre-registration is required. Limited space.
For series line-up and to register, please visit

aurora.ca/summerconcerts

Livestreaming of concerts brought to you by

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

905-726-4762 • #AuroraConcerts

AUGUST 11, 18, 25
SEPT 1

7 P.M. TO 9 P.M.

Food donations for the Aurora Food Pantry are greatly appreciated.

For your seating comfort, please bring your own lawn chairs.

P R E S E N T S

AbbamaniaAUGUST 11
AUGUST 18 Shania Twin

The Premier Tribute to Shania Twain

Event sponsor

Community Services
F a l l  2 0 2 1  P r o g r a m  G u i d e

aurora.ca

REGISTRATION
STARTS JULY 26

PROGRAMS
FOR ALL AGES

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition
Artist: Eva Folks
For the month of August, Aurora’s Online Skylight Gallery is 
featuring works by artist Eva Folks in a series called “Journeys 
into Imagination”. The artist strives to create bodies of work 
that are original, narrative and imaginative in nature. Using 
acrylic pouring techniques as backgrounds for her paintings, 
she creates fantasy worlds which allow her mind to wander 
free of everyday life, exploring new ideas and processes. These 
mixed media landscapes are where the imagination can dwell; 
feeding the artistic mind and allowing the viewer to open up to 
an alternate form of thinking. Do you believe other dimensions 
exist? Eva Folks does, and her artwork is the gateway to these 
other realities she sees.

View this online gallery at aurora.ca/skylightgallery.

15th
Anniversary

FANTASTIC ENTERTAINMENT ALL  WEEKEND
DELICIOUS FOOD VENDORS ON SITE

* Ribs, Roasted Corn & Yams, Churros, 
Ice Cream, Scones & More!

Visit aurora.ca/ribfest for continual
updates and entry details.

905-726-4762 • aurora.ca/ribfest • #AuroraRibfest

** BEER GARDEN presented by Aurora Rotary Club

* A nominal fee applies   ** Various times of operation

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

For health and safety reasons, pets are not able to experience 
Aurora’s Ribfest, service dogs excepted.

A U R O R A ’ S

RIBFEST
The Tastiest Event of the Year

AUGUST 27-29, 2021
FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

4 p.m. to 11 p.m. 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

MACHELL PARK
2 A  A U R O R A  H E I G H T S  D R I V E ,  A U R O R A
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COVID-19 Protocols in place     

Event Partner: Event Sponsors: Rental Sponsor:

F R E E  A D M I S S I O N

LIMITED CAPACITY

A U R O R A’ S

MOVIES
IN THE

PARK

AUGUST 12, 19 & 26

FREE EVENT

Pre-registration is required.

All movies start at dusk

For more details and to see
what’s playing visit

aurora.ca/moviesinthepark

905-726-4762 • #AuroraMovies
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Notice Board
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BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

250 Harding Blvd. West, 
Suite 102A, Richmond Hill

647-360-5738

Call to schedule your appointment today!

Purchase a pair of Advanced level 
hearing aids, and get a FREE upgrade 
to Premium level technology!*

(approx. $2000 in savings)

TECHNOLOGY 
UPGRADEFREEFREE

* Some conditions apply.  See in-clinic for details.  Offer expires August 31, 2021 

Receive $200* OFF your hearing aid purchase 
when you book a complimentary hearing test 

by August 31st, 2021

Artists come together to spark community 
Conversation

Lillian Michiko Blakey sees a silver 
lining in just about every cloud.

For her, art is a healing path, and 
it can also help chart a path forward.

Her art piece, Silver Linings, 
dominates almost an entire wall, 
showing black and silver drops raining 
down on a monochromatic image of  a 
young Japanese girl – her sister.

“Silver Linings is a statement about 
nuclear war and how it should never 
happen again,” she says, noting that 
the piece was, in part, inspired by 
survivors of  the atomic bomb that 
was dropped on Hiroshima. “Three 
days later, it rained and it rained black 
rain on the people again – and this 
is also about the pandemic and how 
it has come down on us. The silver 
in the piece suggests there is a silver 
lining; as my people got through the 
worst times in their lives, so we shall 
survive as well.”

Silver Linings is one of  two large 
works that take pride of  place on the 
second floor at Town Hall as part of  
The Conversation, a group exhibition 
and sale hosted by the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, in conjunction with 
the Uxbridge Studio Tour.

The collective work, which was 
installed last Thursday and Friday, 
is being shown through an online 
exhibition with plans to open up 
the doors of  the Cultural Centre’s 
temporary exhibition space at Town 
Hall to the public as soon as health 
restrictions allow.

Representing several different 
media, participating artists joining 
Ms. Blakey are Lynn Bishop with 
Tom Loach, Ann Cummings, D. 
Ahsén:nase Douglas, Jean Eng, 
Fly Freeman, Dorsey James, Bert 
Liverance, Lynne McIlvride, 
Francis Muscat, Christl Niemuller, 

Mark Puigmarti, Saundra Reiner, 
Ernestine Tahedl, Gayle Temple, 
Judith Tinkl and co-curator Carmel 
Brennan, who came up with the “In 
Conversation” theme. 

“In my experience, I found various 
forms of  art, and some of  them are 
unapproachable, you don’t know what 
to ask, what to know, and why the 
artists are doing what they are doing,” 
says Ms. Brennan. “The whole point 
of  this is The Conversation. I was 
looking for people who have real 
substance in their work, who are 
growing consistently, and these are 
the people who are in here.

“I sent out questions to each artist 
[for our catalogue] and each artist had 
six questions, different ones, asking 
them about where they got their ideas, 
how they came about, what makes 
them think about different forms of  
art and that is what we started with.”

Art brought together to spark 
this conversation includes paintings 
created in memory of  the more than 
1,000 Indigenous children whose 
bodies have been recently discovered 
in unmarked graves near former 
sites of  residential schools, sculptural 
pieces, art made from reclaimed 
materials, a cabinet of  curiosities and 
even a lamp!

In continuing her healing artistic 
exploration of  the Japanese-Canadian 
experience, particularly during and 
immediately after the Second World 
War, Ms. Blakey’s second piece used 
paint to create more than 22,000 
grains of  rice to represent the 
number of  Japanese-Canadians who 
were interred or displaced due to the 
conflict.

“My father always used to say 
you shouldn’t waste a grain of  rice, 
so I decided to use the rice image 
because… you don’t waste a single 
person, either,” she says. “There’s 
no record of  the number of  people 
who died during the interment. My 

parents always taught me not to hold 
any anger [but] I don’t want this 
to happen to any other Canadian 
citizen.”

Essential to this is dialogue and that 
is exactly what the Aurora Cultural 
Centre hopes to foster through The 
Conversation, whether virtually 
in their online gallery and video 
interviews with participating artists, 
and, if  health restrictions are loosened 
prior to the exhibition’s close on 
October 23, in person at the gallery.

“I hope our audience stays and 
adds to this because it is called The 
Conversation and a conversation 
can’t be fulsome without that two-way 
collaborative point with the audience,” 
says co-curator Stephanie Nicolo of  
the Aurora Cultural Centre. “I want 
the audience to be able to feel they 

are participating in it. We will have an 
opportunity [to do so] with our virtual 
component and all comments will be 
relayed back to the artist so they can 
answer back to it.

“There are so many points of  
conversation starters. This exhibition 
can really be the start of  multiple 
conversations: from the environment 
to Indigenous affairs, to residential 
school, recycling, going through the 
experience of  trauma in the past year 
of  COVID – so many themes that 
we can participate in. That is what I 
would hope comes from our audience 
members.”

To join the conversation about 
The Conversation, to tour the virtual 
gallery and enjoy video Art Bytes, 
visit auroraculturalcentre.ca/event/
the-conversation.

Stephanie Nicolo and Caitlin Plestid of the Aurora Cultural Centre welcomes artists Lillian Michiko 
Blakey and Carmel Brennan to their temporary gallery space at Town Hall. Brennan is curator of The 
Conversation, a show and sale that is currently being delivered virtually but, as health restrictions shift, 
is hoped to be the Centre’s first in-person show since early 2020. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir. 
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Canadian storytelling 
matters, says reader

One-act play festival  
is back on

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

We acknowledge the financial support  
of the Government of Canada

Funded by the  
Government  

of Canada

YEARS

Machell’s Corners

To submit a letter  
to the editor,  

please send your  
email to  

brock@lpcmedia.ca  
Deadline for  
submissions  

is Sunday at 1 p.m.

These days, when I open my 
newspaper, I’m always wondering 
whether it’s the last time I’ll get to 
read my favourite column or get a 
story about what’s happening in our 
community.

Due to years of  government 
inaction and the hostility of  big 
foreign players, Canada’s news 
industry is dying.

Here’s the thing, though: Canadian 
storytelling matters. Whether it is 
on screens or in our newspapers, 
whether it is about a new initiative 
to support local businesses or about 
a new after school program — our 
stories tell us who we are as a society.

So, if  these stories disappear, so do 
we.

An election will be called any day 
now. I want our candidates to know 
that my vote comes at a price: if  you 
don’t offer substantive solutions to 
the Canadian news crisis, you can 
forget about my vote.

I hope my fellow readers, my fellow 
community members will join me in 
demanding more from our elected 
officials.

Dwayne King
Aurora

Terrific news from the manager of  
Newmarket’s Old Town Hall: We can 
stop crossing our fingers and biting our 
finger nails – it’s on! Tell your friends, 
relatives, next door neighbour, by 
standers, stop someone on the street, 
put it on your social media, friends…
bang on a drum or pot make some noise 
after 18 months its finally on!

The Newmarket International 
Festival of  One Act Plays (NIFOAP) in 
the first week of  September. It opens 
with a Gala on Thursday, September 
9, with a VUTC Young Company 
matinee on Saturday Matinee.

The NIFOAP may just be the first 
live indoor theatre performances in 
Ontario or Canada!

Get your tickets now at www.
oneactplayfestival.com

On second thought Keep your fingers 
crossed just in case and keep praying.

 
John Dowson, Chair

Festival Artistic Committee
Newmarket International Festival of  

One Act Plays

The 24-hour news cycle is a funny thing.
There are some stories that come out 

that do indeed warrant coverage which 
might, on the surface, receive excessive 
hour-after-hour coverage; but, over the 
course of  each 60-minute interval, new 
nuggets of  information are found, new 
perspectives are offered by new experts, 
and, given any tidbit, the news landscape 
can drastically change.

This, of  course, will start the cycle all 
over again with people either glued to it 
every minute or quickly looking elsewhere 
to find out what else is going on around the 
world or, at worst, seeking out a distraction 
from the harsh realities that are around us.

This past week, I had the chance to 
speak to an Anishinaabe elder for a story 
that appears elsewhere in this week’s edition 
of  The Auroran.

The purpose of  the interview was to 
discuss an upcoming story circle at Town 
Park where, just a few short months ago, she 
led the community in a show of  solidarity 
following the discovery of  the remains of  
215 Indigenous children in the grounds of  
the former Kamloops residential school.

It was, as we all know, the first of  many 
such discoveries around the country, 
leading to some tough questions on the 
darker parts of  our past.

The next discovery of  a like number 
of  remains at another site continued to 
capture the attention of  Canadians still 
reeling from Kamloops. The further 
uncovering of  more than 700 further 
graves near a former residential school in 
Saskatchewan was a further gut punch to a 
still tender bruise.

Despite sure knowledge that what has 
been uncovered so far is just the tip of  
the iceberg, the results of  further work of  
First Nations communities with ground-
penetrating radar appears to be hitting the 
general population a bit differently. 

Perhaps because the individual numbers 
of  graves in each batch haven’t crossed the 
tragically staggering threshold of  700, that 
it somehow seems less impactful might be 
a sad reality for many. But it doesn’t need 
to be.

“It is such a horrible time for us and they 
are not even talking about it anymore on 
the news and still more bodies have been 
discovered,” said elder Kim Wheatley of  
Turtle Clan. “[Shows of  solidarity] planted 
a seed of  hope because I feel Canadians 
have not done their best in this instance. 
These are babies. There should be no 
fatigue in this instance.

“Every child matters and we can’t let 
this become a fatigue news item. We need 

to do our best to help protect the rights 
of  children in this country – all children, 
but specifically Indigenous children and 
women. We’re the most vulnerable in this 
country and the ones still experiencing the 
most harm.”

The solution? “Do your best to learn 
about it and offer meaningful support 
where possible, whether with dollars or 
actions, or petitions, and be in your own 
community spreading the word, doing 
something collectively that is really powerful 
and change-making.”

This change, it is often said, comes from 
the top, and I hope Canadians – Indigenous 
and settler alike – feel the pride that so many, 
including myself, felt last Monday morning 
when Mary Simon became Canada’s first 
Indigenous Governor General.

Some might still question the relevancy 
of  the Governor General’s office in this 
day and age; after all, the powers they 
hold on behalf  of  the sovereign are largely 
ceremonial. But therein, in my view, lies 
its true power. It is influence, however 
symbolic, that is designed to represent the 
Canadian people without being beholden 
to divisive party politics, a specific mandate 
that could make the office holder beholden 
to other interests. When it functions best – 
and, admittedly, the aborted term of  Julie 
Payette is a perfect example of  the office 
not functioning at its optimum level – the 
Governor General is beholden to two 
parties: the sovereign they represent and 
the citizens of  this country.

This time around, however, responsibility 
to the latter group is particularly stronger 
given the crossroads we find ourselves as a 
nation.

“Where we gather today is of  enormous 
significance to me,” said the newly-minted 
Governor General in her first speech in 
the position from the temporary Senate 
chamber across the street from Parliament 
Hill. “39 years ago, when this was the 
Government Conference Centre, I worked 
with other Indigenous leaders and First 

Ministers to have our rights affirmed in the 
Constitution of  Canada. That moment 
made this one possible.”

The daughter of  an Inuk mother and 
a father she describes as “from the south”, 
she said her upbringing helped she and her 
siblings live in two worlds: “the Inuit world 
and the non-Inuit southern world.”

“This foundation of  core values has both 
served and shaped me through my life, and 
I believe helped me get to an important 
turning point as a young girl, when I 
stopped being afraid,” she said. “It took 
time before I gained the self-confidence 
to assert myself  and my beliefs in the non-
Indigenous world. But when I came to 
understand that my voice has power and 
that others were looking to me to be their 
voice, I was able to let go of  my fear.”

A further guiding force, she says, is the 
“importance of  promoting healing and 
wellness through all forms of  education, 
from creating public policy, to legislative 
reform, to improving school curricula, to 
advocating for human rights.”

“Since the publication of  the Truth & 
Reconciliation report six years ago, we have 
learned as a country that we need to learn 
the real history of  Canada. Embracing this 
truth makes us stronger as a nation, unites 
Canadian society and teaches our kids that 
we must do our best, especially when it is 
hard.

“The discoveries of  unmarked graves 
on the grounds of  residential schools in 
recent weeks has horrified me, along with 
all Canadians. A lot of  people think that 
reconciliation will be completed through 
projects and services. All Canadians 
deserve access to services. My view is that 
reconciliation is a way of  life and requires 
work every day. Reconciliation is getting to 
know one another.”

As a Canadian, I look forward to getting 
to know Mary Simon more as she settles 
into her new role. Turning to the Prime 
Minister in a tongue-in-cheek moment 
during her installation ceremony, Her 
Excellency said her Inuk name translates to 
“Bossy Little Old Lady” in English and I, 
for one, welcome this. To paraphrase Tina 
Fey and Amy Poehler – and to sanitize it a 
little bit because this is a family newspaper, 
after all – “Bossy little old ladies get stuff  
done,” and Ms. Simon comes to the table 
with an unparalleled wealth of  insight and 
experience to do just that.

We need somebody like her to ensure 
the momentum we have as a country to 
confront our past doesn’t slow, doesn’t 
become a subject of  fatigue, and ultimately 
results in action.

www.TheAuroran.com

@TheAuroranNews
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Speculation is rampant that the Liberals 
will call a federal election soon leaving 
Canadians across the country asking 
“why?”

Canada, by law, has a fixed election date 
every four years. The Liberals have yet to 
provide a compelling reason to justify the 
over $500 million cost to taxpayers to go 
to the polls after only two years. There is 
nothing that they have been unable to 
do because a minority Parliament has 
prevented them. There is no overarching 
“ballot” question that demands a mandate 
from Canadians. Instead of  expending 
money and energy on an election, this 
government should reprioritize and 
restructure key federal programs to secure 
Canada’s future in a rapidly changing post 
– COVID-19 world.

Reprioritize
The pandemic has accelerated shifts in 

the global balance of  power. Increasingly, 
allies and adversaries alike are using trade 
as a weapon to gain political, economic 
and national strategic advantage. 

Canada experienced this firsthand as it 
found itself  at the mercy of  other countries 
for critical items not produced domestically. 
The resulting shortages of  personal 
protective equipment, vaccines, and other 
medical supplies and essential consumer 
goods, exposed key vulnerabilities that 
jeopardized both the health and economic 
security of  Canadians.

The trend for countries to adopt a 
“national interest first” approach won’t 
end with COVID-19. In particular, 
Canada’s largest trading partner, the US, is 
aggressively reprioritizing toward domestic 
capabilities. 

The US comprehensive “on shoring” 
strategy includes: increased emphasis on 
Buy American, $60 million research and 
funding investment for domestic advanced 
manufacturing of  pharmaceuticals, 
targeted programs to diversify supply 
chains for rare earth metals to address 

shortages in semi-conductors, home 
building and construction, transportation 
and agriculture and food and a “Trade 
Strike Force” to combat unfair trade 
practices from other nations, to name a 
few.

Canada, too, must reprioritize national 
self-sufficiency and invest in domestic 
capabilities in health, food, information 
technology, and resource and energy 
infrastructure. Canada must also 
reprioritize international relationships to 
increase trade with like-minded partners 
to mitigate our dependence upon nations 
whose values and objectives are in direct 
conflict with our own.

Restructure
COVID-19 has laid bare many of  

the cracks that previously existed within 
Canada’s economic and social structures. 
From the “quality” of  jobs, to health 
care access, to housing availability and 
climate change, to the effectiveness of  tax 
programs and consumer protection, many 
of  Canada’s national systems are severely 
out of  balance and in need of  fundamental 
restructuring.

Over a third of  Canada’s working 
population is precariously employed; 
unprotected by basic labour laws, left 
without workplace health and safety, sick 
days, or vacation time, at risk of  being 
terminated without notice, cause or 
compensation. This uncertainty has left 
68% of  Canadians believing their children 

will be financially worse off  than their 
parents’ generation.

Universally, Canadians feel that our 
tax system is unfair, compromises our 
global competitiveness and that there are 
no consumer protection mechanisms to 
defend against rising predatory corporate 
practices.

Canada requires “Comprehensive Tax 
Reform”, that incentivizes the development 
of  “quality” jobs, supports increased global 
competitiveness, and modernizes social 
programs to meet today’s needs. Federal 
consumer protection that was virtually 
destroyed in 1995 with the elimination of  
the Minister of  Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs needs to be reinstated.

The gap between Canadians in need 
of  mental health support and access to 
available care is widening. The Canada 
Health Act must be expanded to include 
a minimum universal standard for mental 
health and long-term care. 

The shortage of  affordable housing is 
rapidly increasing. A National Housing 
Strategy that addresses sustainability, 
availability and reduces the effects of  
money laundering in the real estate market 
is critical to provide all Canadians with a 
stable roof  over their head. 

Canada, despite a price on carbon, 
has had the worst performance in (GHG) 
emissions in the G7 with an increase of  over 
3% between 2016-2019. Canada must 
enact an Environment plan that not only 
ensures GHG emissions reductions, but 
also requires increased energy efficiency, 
clean water conservation, and prohibits 
the dumping of  raw sewage

Complicated structural change will not 
be quick or easy. However, if  done properly, 
it will enhance Canada’s competitiveness 
and deliver social programs that reflect 
Canadian values.

Now is the time to take on big, difficult, 
strategic change to secure a future where 
tomorrow is better than today.

Located across from the former 
Canadian Tire store in the southern part 
of  town is the local war memorial. 

As I walked eastbound across Veterans’ 
Lane, I was struck at once by both the 
magnificence and also the simplicity 
of  the two structures that comprise this 
edifice.

For your writer, the cenotaph is a place 
of  reflection, solitude and introspection. 
The valor and selflessness of  the fine men 
memorialized there is most humbling.

As you make your way along the 
path looking due east you only see the 
monument and the trees behind it; during 
the summer not a building is in sight. This 
lends an aura of  serenity to the place, 
even though it is located on Yonge Street.

The park has been well maintained; 
the grass was recently cut and the trees 
have full leaves.

There are identical sets of  three 
wreaths near the flagpoles that flank both 
sides of  the monument.

The small asphalt path that bisects the 
park leads to three stone steps and then 
to the first monument, which bears the 
large inscription, “Altar of  Sacrifice 1939 
– 1945”.

There are 55 names engraved on the 
granite marker. Each of  these names had 
a life, a story. Did these men perish in 
battle or while training or while serving in 
another capacity? Which battle? How old 
were they? Did any or all of  these men 
have a wife? Any children?

There are two men with the last name 
Dawson and two with the last name of  
King. Any relation? 

Unlike the Korean War Memorial in 
Brampton, which, if  memory serves, lists 
the ages of  the deceased and the date on 
which they died, this one does not. This 
leads to more questions.

On the side of  the granite tablet 
is inscribed the battles, which these 
men fought and died in. Dieppe. The 
Invasion, D Day. The Battle of  the Bulge. 
Sicily. Monte Casino. The list goes on. 
Reading them reminds us that Canadians 
were at all the major engagements in the 
European theatre of  World War II. 

Situated directly behind stands the 
World War I monument. The inscription 
reads “Their name Liveth for evermore 
1914 – 1919”. The structure is slim and 
stands erect – like a soldier. Standing at its 
base, on an absolutely beautiful morning, 
makes one think of  our freedom and the 
enormity of  their sacrifice. 

The dedication reads “To the honoured 
memory of  the men of  the Town of  
Aurora and the Township of  King and 
Whitchurch who died in the Great War 
and in grateful tribute to all who shared 

its dangers.”
The names of  seventy men are listed; 

unlike the other commemorative, which 
had two sets of  men with the same last 
name, there are six such sets here. The 
names of  the battles are familiar to 
anyone who has watched the history 
channel – Ypres. Somme. Passchendaele, 
Hill 70, Vimy Ridge.

In its entirety, the structures are a 
simple and regal monument to those, as 
Billy Bishop was once described, who had 
“the courage of  the morning sun”.

What struck and also really angered 
me that morning was the thoughtlessness 
of  some of  our fellow citizens. For at the 
back of  the cenotaph was a collection of  
fast food wrappers. And although I don’t 
work for CSI, one could tell that at least 
two or three people had been eating there 
in the recent past. What’s worse is that 
a refuse receptacle was less than 70 feet 
away.

I have never seen such litter at either a 
cemetery or at a church. Why should it be 
any different here?

It is a given that wearing a poppy and 
observing a minute of  silence at 11 am 
each November 11 is a very small token 
of  our respect and affection for our 
Veterans. But let us go one small step 
further.

If  you have the urge to eat at the 
cenotaph, sit at one of  the two park 
benches. If  you see some litter at the war 
memorial pick it up!

  Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com
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Are you following the Tokyo Olympics this year?
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Litter at the local war memorial 
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Stephen Somerville

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP 

Aurora-Oak Ridges–Richmond Hill

Have you ever seen something that 
has instantly sparked a memory from 
your childhood?

While going through some photos 
for a project I stumbled across an 
image of  some old roller skates which 
immediately took me back to the 
late 1980s when roller rinks were 
the birthday party destination. As 
I explored more of  the photos and 
artifacts, I was surprised to learn about 
the lengthy history of  roller skating 
here in Aurora.

Having learned of  a rink from 1885, 
I decided to set my target for that year. 
With a few punched buttons of  our 
trusty Time Machine, I swirled towards 
my target: Mr. Geo. Wilkinson’s new 
roller rink. 

Opening in 1885, the first public 
skate took place on a Friday night 
and the local paper reported that the 
building was literally packed with 
skaters and spectators. 

It seems Mr. Wilkinson went all out 
for the new rink. Over the course of  
the night, it is said that over a hundred 
pairs of  skates were let out, with many 
people being turned away.

As I stroll around the rink area, I 
grab a cool drink from the convenient 
refreshment stand. Taking a seat and 
tapping my foot along to the music 
provided by local bands, I watch 
Aurorans of  all ages skating around 
this custom indoor rink. Heading 
towards the rink to don my skates and 
take a whirl around, I marvel at the 
display of  Chinese lanterns which were 
illuminating the space and providing a 
unique ambiance. 

Off  to the side I see a large placard 
with sixteen rules and regulations 
including: “no skater should stop, 
even for an instant in circuit, except to 
assist a lady.” With a follow up of  “A 
cheerful compliance with the above, 
and a careful regard for the comfort 
and enjoyment of  others is respectfully 
requested.”

After a couple of  rounds of  the rink 
I decide to head back to the Time 
Machine and return home.

Perhaps it’s time to dust off  my old 
skates. Or perhaps I should heed the 
dire warning of  the “dangers of  roller 
skating” introduced in the Health 
Notices section of  an 1885 issue of  the 
paper.

The article warned “all recreation 
may have their dangers if  carried to 
the excess. This new and popular one, 
like all others, needs to be used more 
wisely and conscientiously.” Despite 
this warning, it is certain that the sport 
of  roller skating was greatly enjoyed in 
the Town of  Aurora. 

If, you like me, are interested in 
learning more about some of  the sports 
that have taken place in Aurora for 
decades check out the Aurora Museum 
& Archives online exhibition A Legacy 
of  Sport: auroramuseum.ca/a-legacy-
of-sport.

Time Travellers 
Diary
By Alicia Cherayil

Collection & Exhibitions Coordinator
Aurora Museum & Archives

Rollin’  
on the Rink

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives  

is celebrating…
Dollar Day! (August 8)

A buck doesn’t buy much these days! Back during the 1963 
Aurora Centennial celebrations, $1.00 would buy you one of these 
commemorative dollars (2020.5.11) made out of cowhide by local 
tannery Collis Leather. Although they couldn’t be exchanged for 
anything, they remain a unique keepsake and a reminder of Aurora’s 
industrial past.

Do you support 
vaccine 

“passports”?

Securing Canada’s Future: Reprioritize and Restructure 
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Indigenous storyteller brings culture and  
“seeds of hope” to Town Park
following the discovery of  the remains of  
215 children in unmarked graves on the 
grounds of  a former Kamloops residential 
school.

Over the last two months, that number 
has tragically only swelled, and on 
August 14, Ms. Wheatley, a Traditional 
Anishinaabe Grandmother and member 
of  the Turtle Clan, carrying the Sprit 
Name “Head or Leader of  the Fireflower” 
will return to Town Park with traditional 

stories and music she hopes will provide 
“seeds of  hope” and change for the 
community.

At 10.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m., in 
conjunction with the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market, Ms. Wheatley will invite members 
of  the public to sit down with her as she 
shares her culture.

“People come out to events in Aurora 
in large numbers and they bring their 
whole families, whole groups, and I was 
really struck by that whole experience of  

the whole community and I wanted to 
be able to insert authentic Indigenous 
voice into some of  the work that was 
being undertaken,” she says of  programs 
hosted by the Town, the Aurora Museum 
and Archives, and other organizations. 
“Public presentation is something that I 
have done for three decades and it is a way 
to truly connect our hearts on the road to 
reconciliation at this time, directly. If  we 
can touch the hearts of  just one person 
in the work that we do, that seed we have 
planted can ripple out far beyond any of  
the realms that we would be able to access 
personally and individually.”

The “heart of  Aurora” is something 
Ms. Wheatley says really resonates with 
her and is something she wants to “support 
in its journey of  learning.”

In her presentations, Ms. Wheatley 
says she tries to offer something that is 
multi-generational, often stories and song, 
that can be “interspersed with nuggets 
of  information that might nudge you 
into thinking or doing, or maybe having 
discussions in your circle.”

“I want to plant the best seeds possible 
and leave it to you to grow your own 
garden,” she says.

The first lesson one learns in life, she says, 
is that of  relationship – and forging these 
relationships and connections is essential 
moving forward, and also in repairing 
relationships that have been broken.

“That is where I am going to start; 
relationship-building can be done in how 
you perceive a nation of  people,” she 
says. “I don’t just get to be Grandmother 
Kim, I get to be Kim, the Anishinaabe 
Grandmother who represents an entire 
nation. When you think about me, what 
you experience from me, paints a wide 
brush across the nations at large, so I want 
to do my best. I want you to feel better than 
when you came. I want to inspire you. I 
want to address some of  the questions 
you might have. I want to interact 
meaningfully and I want to speak from my 
heart to your heart – and that is beautiful 
relationship-building. With that, you’re 
not compartmentalizing to one area of  
speaking, you can speak about everything 
broadly if  you build it on relationship first.”

For her, music, particularly singing and 
drumming, is a universal language that 
gives a person a chance to “decompress, 
relax, slow down, get comfortable, and 
open up your listening spaces and heart.” 
Her songs are “medicine that help heal the 
spirit” and restore balance not only in spirit 
but also body and mind. From there, come 
the stories. 

“I just feel the audience,” she says. 
“Who is there? Are there a lot of  children? 
Should I tell more comical stories? Should 
I tell one with very obvious morals? I just 
pick and choose, but my stories are always 
about the natural world because those are 
our first teachers, and that is where lessons 
can come from whether you are in school 
or not. I want [participants] to bring their 
hearts so they can be present in the sharing. 

“I would love for people to remember 
that we’re still here and our resilience 
has allowed that to be, that we’re going 
to continue pushing forward, nudging 
Canadians into acknowledging our 
sovereign status and our immense 
contributions to this country and our 
immense sacrifices. I want them to take 
that away and make it their dinner table 
conversation, to make that actionable 
items moving forward, to make that a 
priority in how they make choices in every 
day life as a result of. Those are the seeds 
I hope to plant in the hearts of  those who 
attend. I know the people who attend 
come with their hearts and I experienced 
that firsthand. I have great hope and I am 
also honouring a great commitment to the 
Town of  Aurora and its citizens in the best 
way that I can in this time. 

“Every child matters and we can’t let 
this become a fatigue news item. We need 
to do our best to help protect the rights 
of  children in this country, all children, 
but specifically Indigenous children and 
women. We’re the most vulnerable in this 
country and we are the ones still currently 
experiencing the most harm. Do your 
best to learn about it and offer meaningful 
support where possible whether with 
dollars, or actions, or petitions and be in 
your own community spreading the word 
doing something collectively that is really 
powerful and change-making.”

ADDITIONAL CHARGES LAID RELATED TO 
HISTORICAL SEXUAL ASSAULTS

More charges have been laid in connection to an ongoing historical sexual assault investigation by 
the York Regional Police. Steven Wolfer, 58, a Markham resident was arrested on June 4 and charged 
with sexual assault and sexual interference of  a child under 14. On June 22, 2021 another individual 
came forward and said that he had been “sexually assaulted on multiple occasions by the same suspect 
in 1983 when he was 14 years of  age,” said Constable Maniva Armstrong. “The victim knew the 
suspect from a church and associated school he attended in the area of  Yonge Street and King Road. 
The suspect was a volunteer at the church and he was a sport coach at the school.” Wolfer, who was 
a mentor with Big Brothers Big Sisters of  York in 1989, a volunteer with the Boy Scouts in the mid-
1980s, a supply elementary school teacher in the YCDSB from 2002 to 2004, and previously served as 
President of  Theatre Aurora, faces two charges of  sexual assault and two charges of  gross indecency. 
The charges have not been proven. Investigators are urging any victims or anyone with information to 
please come forward. 

Briefly
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440 Wil l iam Graham Drive at Lesl ie Street,  Aurora

905 503 5560  • sales@tmoa.ca  • themeadowsofaurora.com

MORE THAN A HOME. A COMMUNITY.

By appointment only. Please call 905 503 5560
Monday to Friday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm  Saturday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

Park Tower our next exciting phase is now being offered 
at pre-construction pricing. 

Park Tower features 125 superbly designed residences on 7 floors in a wide and stunning range  
of design and suite options. 

If you’re close to considering “condo-style” living for your retirement years, it’s time to consider Park Tower 
at the Meadows of aurora. Come visit and explore our campus today. It’s filled with activity and our  

Sales Presentation Centre along with our in-house café and patios are open. 

Park Tower

905 503 5560
Come

and VISIT

oUR Pond

and GaZeBo

PARK TOWERNOW SELLING

Continued on page 18
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Constituency Office: 905-953-7515
email: Tony.  VanBynen@parl.gc.ca
website: vanbynen.ca

Over the course of  2020, more than 
8,000 area women and men were given a 
hand by Abuse Hurts with planting down 
new roots after fleeing troubling situations.

It might seem like a lot – and it is 
certainly nothing to sneeze at – but 2020 
was anything but a normal year. If  it were, 
the number of  people receiving help from 
the local non-profit Abuse Hurts would 
have been significantly higher, and they’re 
back on track to delivering assistance 
where it is needed most.

Reaching these higher figures is not an 
objective of  Abuse Hurts – after all, not 
having to provide this kind of  assistance 
of  any kind is the ultimate goal of  any like 
organization – but numbers are on the rise 
once again and thanks to your help, and 
the help from Magna International, they 
are able to rise to the occasion and meet 
the new realities of  the new normal.

Abuse Hurts, founded in 1993, is aimed 
at reducing the “incidence and impact 
of  abuse through education and public 
awareness.” Raising awareness about 
the true cost of  neglect and abuse within 
the community, they not only provide 
supportive and healing programs for those 
leaving abuse, but deliver furnishings, 
appliances and other essentials to women 

and men who are setting up much-needed 
new homes.

The organization was recently named 
one of  30 recipients of  the Magna 
Hoedown Community Fund, which was 
established earlier this year to support 
charities that would have otherwise 
benefited from the fundraising efforts of  
the Magna Hoedown, an event which was 
cancelled for the second year running in 
2021 due to the ongoing pandemic.

With this much-needed cash infusion, 
Abuse Hurts will be able to provide new 
mattresses for people seeking their services, 
along with new pillows, new bedding, and 
sourcing other important items needed to 
get back on their feet.

“We’re able to buy items we can’t take 
as donations,” says Abuse Hurts founder 
Ellen Campbell, referencing mattresses as 
a particular item of  interest. “For example, 
if  we have an order and we’re able to fill 
everything but we don’t have a toaster 
oven, now we can go out and buy a toaster 
oven. We’re able to subsidize what we 
don’t have. We’re going to be able to buy, 
and that is huge for us. It has always been a 
problem when even if  we can provide the 
bed and the rails [through donation] we 
can’t give our clients a used mattress.

“The Hoedown funds also help us 
with emergency funding. For instance, we 
recently had a First Nations lady who just 
left a situation that was pretty drastic up 
north. We can’t send furniture up there, 
so we sent money so she could shop at 
the Salvation Army. There’s more that 
the emergency funding can do; we can 
buy gas cards, pharmacy cards because 
we’ve had some cases where women need 
medication and have to decide between 
medication and food, and baby items that 
we can’t have used like a crib.”

But the items that the community has – 
and continues to donate – are essential for 
Abuse Hurts.

Now based in Newmarket after a 
long stint in Aurora, they are now able 

Abuse Hurts helping to break the cycle by 
completing Full Circle

to re-open their space for donations of  
everything from furniture and textiles that 
can help set people on the right path. Even 
electronic donations are being accepted, 
which Abuse Hurts is able to recycle and 
turn into cash which is then folded back 
into emergency funding. It’s all part of  
their Full Circle program.

“Over the pandemic, women who 
might have been able to slip out and go 
to Tim’s to meet with a counsellor isn’t so 
easy,” says Ms. Campbell. “We don’t get 
the calls directly; all of  ours come through 
an agency. They will say, ‘Don’t call me 
back. Don’t text me.’ They have to keep 
reaching out to the shelter when it is safe 
because they are stuck at home with their 
perpetrator. The other troubling thing 
[we’ve seen] is there are hardly any calls 
for children, but the problem is kids aren’t 

at school and they are trapped. There is no 
chance to report. There is not a lot of  child 
abuse cases reported because they aren’t 
able to tell their teacher.

“The numbers have just gone up through 
the pandemic. There is definitely a greater 
need and now that we’re in a different 
stage, I am hoping we’ll be able to reach 
more people. You can’t wait two months 
or a month and you don’t have a pot or 
bedding in your apartment. We would 
get the order and deliver it, or someone 
would pick it up. Now that we’re in Step 
3, women will be able to come in and pick 
up their stuff, which is the best. We didn’t 
realize as soon as we said we were open for 
donations, we filled up the warehouse fast. 
Now we don’t have room for a lot more 
furniture [we can share with groups like 

Ellen Campbell of Abuse Hurts is pictured in her 
Newmarket office last week. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community
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Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Making 
a Happy 
Homeowner 
is my 
primary goal.

Roya Doosti Khah
Mortgage Specialist GTA

 647-615-1643    Roya.Doostikhah@bmo.com ®/™ Trademarks of Bank of Montreal. 

• 130-Day Mortgage Rate Guarantee
• Pre-Construction Mortgage
• New Purchase
• Refinance
•  Newcomer and  

Non-Resident Mortgage
• Homeowner ReadiLine®

SAVE THE DATE!
Monday, September 13, 2021

Aurora Chamber of Commerce
Golf Day 

at
Westview Golf Club

 
Complete the registration form in the link

below to secure your spot! 
www.aurorachamber.on.ca/golf-day

www.thefreewebsiteguys.com/free-site

Trureal Community Program helps business owners, 
customers connect with charity

The last year-and-a-half  has, for some, 
redefined what it means to be a member 
of  a community – and highlighted needs 
that might have previously gone unnoticed.

As the community looks to get back on its 
feet with the global pandemic hopefully on 
the way out, the Markham-based Trureal 
Inc., is making inroads into the Aurora 
area aimed at connecting local businesses 
– and their customers – to charities and 
non-profits across the country.

Coconut Village Nails & Spa, a salon 
on Wellington Street, immediately west 
of  Yonge Street, is the first local business 

to become a member of  the Trureal 
Community Program.

The program allows customers to shop 
locally while participating businesses can 
direct a portion of  their sales to some of  
the many charities and non-profits that 
serve the local community and the country 
as a whole.

“The whole idea is you can’t have 
economic development without social 
development,” says Horace Thomas, 
Chairman of  Trureal. “The idea of  being 
able to shop locally or nationally and have 
a portion of  your spend directed to the 
charity of  your choice is really important 
for every community. It becomes a win-
win for all participants”

The program is essentially a loyalty 

program driving dollars into the hands of  
charities and non-profits without anyone 
having to take money out of  their pocket.

Trureal gets its own revenue through 
fees from participating merchants and 
businesses, meaning charities receive 100 
per cent of  all donations made at the point 
of  sale.

Customers can choose up to three of  
more than 86,000 registered charities 
across Canada to benefit from their 
purchases and businesses in turn can set up 
to five per cent of  each sale to be directed 
to their clients’ chosen charities.

“This goes naturally with what I am 
about as a person and a business owner,” 
says Phiona Durrant, owner of  Coconut 
Village Nails & Spa. “It’s all about giving 
and I am a social worker by profession, so 
when I can encourage people to donate 
towards Rose of  Sharon Services for 
Young Mothers or Yellow Brick House, 
this is an opportunity for my business to 
do that, make it convenient and a platform 
like this is perfect. We always say it takes a 
village and this is a little piece that one can 
do.”

As a woman who knows what it is like 
to be a single mom and to deal with an 
unplanned pregnancy, Ms. Durrant is 
well aware of  the importance charities like 
Rose of  Sharon have in the community 
but people sometimes don’t know how to 
take that first step towards giving. 

A platform like this, she says, removes 
some of  the guess-work.

“When I heard about this program, 
there is so much it can do,” she says.

Adds Mr. Thomas: “Consumers want 
choice. They don’t want to be dictated as to 
who they want to give to. Maybe a merchant 
wants to give to what is important to the 
merchant, but if  a merchant or a business 
wants to connect far more deeply with a 
customer, this gives them the option to give 
to whom they want to give to. Trureal has 
democratized consumer choice, by giving 
them the option to use any card they want, 
support any merchant they want, give to 
whatever charity they want, and that is 
really revolutionary.

“Trureal is putting significant resources 
into really scaling up the Town of  Aurora 
in concert with the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce, Sport Aurora, and we want to 
be able to have the Town of  Aurora and 
the Economic [Development Board] to 
be a part of  this. At the end of  the day, it 
is about re-starting every community. We 
know COVID-19 has really exacerbated 
a decline in charitable giving and at the 
end of  the day I think all stakeholders, be 
it Sport Aurora, the Chamber, Businesses, 
non-profits, charities have come together 
under one collective will called Trureal to 
make a win-win scenario for all peoples 
involved.”

To learn more, visit trureal.com.

There are over 
600 bands and over 
2,000 First Nations 
reserves across 
Canada - each 
one with a distinct 
history that shaped 
their particular 
cultural identity.

The Town of  
Aurora is located 
in the traditional 
territory of  
the Wendat, 
H a u d e n o s a u n e e 
and Anishinaabe Peoples, whose 
presence continues here to this day. 

The Anishinaabe Peoples, like 
other Indigenous peoples, have strong 
oral traditions passing their histories, 
legends and family remembrances 
down through storytelling.

As we walk the road of  
Reconciliation together, moments of  
listening and sharing thus become 
even more important to reflect upon 
and learn the history, sacrifices, 
cultures, and contributions of  First 
Nations.

It is in the spirit of  reconciliation 

and with an open 
heart and mind, that 
I invite you to join us 
for an engaging and 
educational session 
of  storytelling 
with Anishinaabe 
G r a n d m o t h e r 
Kim Wheatley, 
an accomplished 
author and 
highly respected 
A n i s h i n a a b e 
Cultural Consultant.

Taking place on 
Saturday, August 14, at Aurora Town 
Park, Grandmother Kim Wheatley 
will be leading two storytelling 
sessions, sharing the traditional 
stories of  the Anishinaabe Peoples. 
Each session will be followed by a 
short Q&A. For session times and to 
reserve your family’s space, please 
visit: aurora.ca/listenandlearn

This is a family event that is great 
for all ages. Children that attend will 
also receive a Take Home Craft for 
further learning and reflection.

This is our opportunity to listen 
and learn. I hope you will join me.

Sharing 
through story

Coconut Village Spa is the first Aurora business to join the Trureal Community Program, which helps 
businesses devote a certain percentage of each sale to thousands of non-profits across the country. 
Pictured here are Horace Thomas of Trureal, spa owner Phiona Durrant, Trureal’s Josephine Zappone, 
and Seanna Murray of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce.                        Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Apartment Style, Independent & Assisted Living
Limited Two Bedroom Suites Available

905-503-9505  
Presentation Centre
14993 Yonge Street Unit 102, Aurora
delmanor.com

FRESH M ARKET

As vaccination numbers continue 
to rise, York Region Public Health has 
begun the process of  winding down its 
mass vaccination clinics in favour of  a 
more targeted approach to delivering 
shots to fight the spread of  COVID-19.

By Monday, August 2, 81 per cent 
of  York Region residents ages 12 and 
up have received at least one dose of  a 
COVID-19 vaccine. Those who have 
received second doses and are now fully 
vaccinated is not far behind at 71 per 
cent.

“As the percentage of  vaccinated 
residents continues to increase for 
first and second doses, the need for 
large-scale immunization clinics is 

decreasing,” said Dr. Richard Gould, 
Associate Medical Officer of  Health for 
the Region of  York, on Monday. “Rather 
than continuing to operate these mass 
COVID-19 vaccination clinics, York 
Region Public Health is beginning 
[the move] to smaller mobile and pop-
up clinic models to more effectively 
reach those individuals who have faced 
barriers in accessing vaccinations or 
who have not yet been vaccinated.

“This approach allows Public Health 
to reallocate resources to support 
mobile and pop-up clinics in even more 
convenient locations like shopping 
malls, schools and other well-frequented 
locations across York Region. It will 
also help to target more specific 
immunization efforts in areas of  the 
Region where vaccination rates may be 
lower.”

The closure of  the mass vaccination 
clinics, he added, will be done on a 
“staggered” approach with the goal of  
having them all shuttered by the end of  
August.

If  you have a second dose appointment 
already booked for a mass vaccination 
clinic, Public Health encourages you to 
re-book an earlier dose or simply walk 
into a clinic to get your shot. 

“Individuals who have second dose 
appointments currently booked for later 
this summer or early fall are encouraged 
to rebook an earlier appointment or 
walk into one of  the open clinics as 
soon as possible,” said Dr. Gould. 
“Individuals no longer need to wait 16 
weeks before appointments and should 
take advantage of  the opportunity to 
receive the second dose of  vaccine any 
time after 28 days from the time they 

received their first vaccine. 
“With mass immunization clinics 

closing, now is the time to receive your 
first or second vaccine dose. Most York 
Region COVID-19 vaccine clinics 
now accept walk ins for both first and 
second doses for eligible individuals and 
appointments are still available for those 
who prefer to book one in advance.”

As of  Tuesday, August 3, Aurora 
was dealing with 6 active cases of  
COVID-19.

5 of  the active cases are attributed 
to local transmission, close contact or 
unknown exposure and 1 related to 
travel.

To date, Aurora has seen a total of  
1,859 cases of  the virus, 1,805 of  which 
are now marked as resolved.

There have been 48 deaths attributed 
to COVID-19 locally.

Region winds down mass vaccination sites in favour 
of targeted approach
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Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.

19
20

94
5C

N

Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION 

The Town of Aurora is in receipt of the following Complete Applications under the Planning Act:

APPLICATIONS: The Town of Aurora has received complete applications for an Official Plan Amendment, Zoning 
By-law Amendment, and Site Plan Approval. The purpose of the subject applications are to permit and facilitate 
the development of a six-storey residential apartment building with 155 units on the subject lands.

PROPERTY: 271 Holladay Drive

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

Block 140, Plan 65M4519, Town of Aurora 

APPLICANT: Shimvest Investments Limited  .    

FILE NUMBERS: OPA-2021-04, ZBA-2021-05, and 
SP-2021-10

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Town Hall is currently closed to the public and 
additional information and material regarding 
the proposed applications may be requested by 
contacting the Planner for this file, Matthew 
Peverini of the Planning and Development Services Department, at 905-727-3123 extension 4350 or at 
MPeverini@aurora.ca. 

Should you wish to provide comments, they may be provided by mail to the Planning and Development Services 
Department at the same address above, by fax to 905-726-4736 or by email to planning@aurora.ca prior to 
the meeting. Please quote the File Name and Number.

A Statutory Public Meeting to obtain input on the proposal will be scheduled in the future.  Notice of the Public 
Meeting will be provided in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13.

INFORMATION ABOUT PRESERVING YOUR APPEAL RIGHTS:

If a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of the Council of the Town of 
Aurora or the Regional Municipality of York, as the case may be, to the Ontario Land Tribunal but the person or 
public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Town of 
Aurora or Regional Municipality of York, as the case may be, before the proposed Official Plan Amendment, or 
Zoning By-law is adopted, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment or Zoning By-law is adopted, the person or 
public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless in 
the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Council of the Town of Aurora, or the Regional Municipality of 
York, as the case may be, on the proposed Official Plan Amendment, or Zoning By-law Amendment, you must 
make a written request to the Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning and Development 
Services.

PERSONAL INFORMATION COLLECTION NOTICE:

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 
M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public record and may 
be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, 
presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The 
Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal 
code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about 
this collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON 
L4G 6J1 905-727-3123.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 5th day of August, 2021.

Show and Tell for Grown Ups teases out and 
inspires personal stories

We all remember the days of  standing 
in front of  our classmates with something 
really cool in hand, sharing the wide-eyed 
tale of  how you got it and what it means.

But age doesn’t mean it’s time to put away 
the wonderment; it’s alive and well within 
grown-ups as the Aurora Public Library, 
in association with the Aurora Museum & 
Archives launches Show & Tell for Grown-
Ups – and here your “classroom” is your 
screen over zoom. 

“Back in March, we were looking at 
programming that we could offer the 
Library and the community a chance to 
really connect with one another because 
that has really been missing,” says Kathryn 
Stark of  the Aurora Public Library. “We 
know the Library is a social place for so 
many of  our users who want to come in 

and chat with the staff  members and other 
patrons and [as we] really had no idea 
what the future would bring, we wanted 
something that would transition from a 
virtual program to maybe a hybrid in-
person program at some point.”

People in Aurora have “fascinating” 
histories and using objects near and dear to 
their hearts as a springboard for discussion 
is a chance to share and learn about 
everything from family history to travel 
destinations.

Ahead of  the program launch, Ms. 
Stark says she anticipated people bringing 
anything from antiques to baked goods 
perfected during pandemic downtime, or 
even flowers or “gigantic vegetables” from 
the garden.

In the first iteration last week, Ms. Stark 
brought a locket that was a wedding present 
to her great-grandmother (and namesake) 
that is very close to her heart, while 
representatives from the Aurora Museum 

& Archives brought a stereoscope which is 
akin to a Victorian Viewmaster.

“The locket is not actually worth 
anything other than sentimental value 
to myself  because it has pictures of  both 
my great-grandparents in it and as I was 
named after her it really has a special 
connection,” says Ms. Stark. “It is about 
that connection to my past, to be able to see 
the family resemblance in the pictures of  
my great-grandparents, my grandmother, 
my father, myself  and now my children 
and having that connection to the past is 
hopefully something I will be able to pass 
onto my children in the future. 

“We really want people to be able to 
share items that are of  importance to them. 
People might not have had the chance to 
really connect with people outside their 

households for the past 16 months, so we 
really want people to be social and be able 
to share something and really strike up 
conversations with people outside their 
immediate household. 

“It might even be a photograph. Fewer 
and fewer people are printing out their 
physical photographs, so even if  someone 
had a few pictures from their vacation ten 
or 15 years ago, I think that would make 
for a fantastic item to show as it brings out 
a whole wealth of  conversation: the places 
you’ve been, the physical experience itself, 
as well as the memories that are attached 
to it.”

The next Show and Tell for Grown Ups 
sessions will take place on August 9 and 
September 13 from 10 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
To book your place, visit bit.ly/3v4Sfwb.

Global Pet Foods at the Aurora Shopping Centre recently welcomed members of the Ontario 
Provincial Police to teach customers and passers by about pet safety in vehicles. Pictured here 
are Auxillary Constable Acosta, Taylor MacLennan and Scott MacLennan of Global Pet Food, and 
Sergeant Brown.         Auroran photo by Brock Weir

BE ANIMAL SAFE 
THIS SUMMER
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NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
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York Foot Orthotics and Bracing
14 Wellington Street East, Suite 4, Aurora  905-841-3838  ⎜ 

deanmwoodcock@gmail.com

specializing inYork Foot Orthotics & Bracing
FOOT PAIN/KNEE PAIN

• Custom Orthotics 
• Custom Knee Braces
• Ankle Braces

FAST 
TURNAROUND 

in 3 days if needed. 

as an essential medical 
service; I am here to help 

you!  All Covid safety 
measures are in place

WE ARE STILL 
OPEN

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
Street art enhances our experience of a place. Whether it is urban graffiti, sculpture or yarn bombing, public art interrupts our 
daily routine, surprising and delighting passersby. This year’s One Book Aurora photography contest, hosted by The Aurora 
Public Library and The Auroran newspaper invites your photos of art in unexpected places.

One
Book

One
Aurora

AURORA
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

For rules and guidelines, visit onebookoneaurora.com  |  Send submissions to brock@lpcmedia.ca
Contest deadline is Friday, October 1, 2021.

Aurora athletes 
making their  

mark in  
The Olympics 

By Robert Belardi 

While you might be getting ready 
for bed or trying to find something to 
watch on Netflix, your local heroes 
are making your Town and Canada 
proud. 

When Roland Varga was younger, 
his family emigrated from Hungary 
into Canada. His family decided to 
reside in Aurora. 

The Aurora resident and his 
partner, Connor Fitzpatrick, earned 
themselves a spot in the finals to fight 
for a medal in Canoe Sprint, an event, 
which took place Tuesday in case you 
missed it.

On Sunday, both Varga and 
Fitzpatrick finished in third in the 
quarter finals, booking a ticket to 
the semi-final competition this past 
Monday where they both didn’t 
disappoint. 

In a nail-biting semi-final thriller, 
Varga and Fitzpatrick finished in 
third once again to earn their spot 
in the finals. They finished behind 
Fernando Jorge and Serguey Torres 
of  Cuba who finished in second 
spot, and Sebastian Brendel and Tim 
Hecker of  Germany. 

The other Aurora native, Stephen 
Maar, made Canada proud in men’s 
volleyball at the Olympic Games. 

The 26-year-old and Team 
Canada, bowed out of  the Olympic 
Games losing to the Russian Olympic 
Committee (ROC) three sets to none. 

In the preliminary round, Canada 
didn’t have the greatest start to the 
competition. The Canadians fell 
to Italy three sets to two in the first 
match and subsequently fell to the 
hosts Japan 3-1. 

Inevitably, Canada needed wins 
and the men got to work to remain 
alive. The team shut-out Iran and 
Venezuela 3-0 respectively but fell to 
Poland in the final game 3-0. 

The boys scraped through to the 
quarterfinals and ultimately fell to 
ROC 25-21, 30-28 and 25-22.

Sports Hall of Fame will see new event 
experience for Induction Celebration Dinner

By Robert Belardi 

If  there’s one thing this past year has 
taught all of  us it is the ability to think 
outside the box.

It’s been a test of  our ingenuity and 
we have been at our wits to plan around 
the unpredictable. Who knows what will 
come next?

Approaching this year’s Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame Induction Celebration 
Dinner, set for November 18, Hall 
President and Chair Javed S. Khan 
and Event Strategist, Cortney Cassidy 
of  Cassidy Event Management, have 
a formula for event planning that has 
worked quite well in the past. But with 
this new event experience also comes a 
new location. This year the Induction 
Celebration Dinner will be held at the 
Royal Venetian Mansion located on 
Industrial Parkway South. 

“With COVID in mind, we’ve now 
chunked out the night. We have our 
welcoming reception with food served, 
removing a sit-down dinner. We’ve also 
decided not to do a live auction and moved 
to a fully digital auction. Our presentation 
is solely focused on the four inductees and 
the amazing things they have done over 
their career,” Cassidy said. “There will 
likely be theatre style seating. That part is 
an elevation of  the stories of  the inductees 
and the things that make Aurora a great 
place. Then we’re going to have a post-
induction reception, and everyone will 
be hosted with entertainment, more 
food and beverage so people can actually 
mingle and enjoy the euphoria. This 
is now, let’s talk about the experience 
together with some live music and enjoy 
being together.” 

Cassidy explained this method is quite 

effective for many people who might not 
want to stay the whole night. Attendees 
can pick and choose which part of  the 
night they would like to begin with. If  
they choose to skip the initial food and 
beverage offerings at the beginning they 
can attend the ceremony itself. It is an 
open-ended event and guests are welcome 
at any time. 

Of  course, with distancing measures 
and masks in place, food will be served at 
various stations. Instead of  a traditional 
full-course meal, attendees can visit 
various food stations in The Venetian in 
a marché style approach. 

Tickets for the event are on sale now. 
You can purchase tickets for the 

Induction Celebration Dinner at 
this URL: tickets.ticketwindow.ca/
ASHoFInductionDinner. 

By the time November comes around, 

if  the Province of  Ontario does decide 
to lockdown or if  any other restrictions 
are introduced that would prohibit 
the gathering of  people, Cassidy said 
there is a back-up plan. The event will 
become virtual or a hybrid model will be 
introduced.

“One thing we’ve learned in the 
event world is to make changes to plans 
last-minute. We have a contingency A, 
contingency B. We have a few different 
options,” Cassidy chuckled. 

“We will be putting on this event. 
Period. It will be a grand event and ticket 
holders will receive some benefit from 
their tickets whether we have to switch to 
virtual or hybrid. It will be a phenomenal 
event no matter what the restrictions 
are. We will not be cancelling the 2021 
Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame Induction 
Celebration Dinner.”

2021 Aurora Sports Hall of Fame inductee Lois  Thompson was 
nominated for 40 years of volunteer service in the community and was 
involved in girls’ softball programs for 25 years. 

Photo by Merk Photography
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Assisted Living

440 Wil l iam Graham Drive at Lesl ie Street,  Aurora

905 503 5560  • sales@tmoa.ca  • themeadowsofaurora.com

By appointment only. Please call 905 503 5560
Monday to Friday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm  Saturday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

sAndALwood 

Terrace
MORE than a home…   
                        A COMMUNITY

•	60	meticulously	finished	assisted		
	 living	suites

•	Development	of	care	plans		
	 based	on	individual	needs	and		
	 preferences

•	Beautiful	walking	trails	and		
	 our	unique	natural	pond

•	Tailored	personal	care	support		
	 and	options	that	include		
	 medication	management,		
	 housekeeping	services	and	more

•	Exclusive	access	to	Sandalwood		
	 Terrace	spaces	and	services

•	Gourmet	meals	in	a	stunning		
	 dining	room	over-looking	nature		
	 and	our	pond

•	Full	access	to	the	entire	Meadows		
	 campus	and	range	of	incredible		
	 amenities

•	Activities	and	programs	to	
	 enhance	quality	of	life	for		
	 Sandalwood	Terrace	residents

•	A	community	of	residents	and		
	 staff	fully	committed	to	a	culture		
	 of	dignity	and	respect,	based		
	 on	Christian	values	

Living at Sandalwood Terrace includes:

limited suites available • contact us today

Fleetwood Petty Nicks wows crowd on Aurora return

Fleetwood Petty Nicks, a tribute to the music of Fleetwood Mac, Tom 
Petty and Stevie Nicks, (left, top and bottom) wowed the crowds at 
Town Park last Wednesday, July 28, when they returned to the Band 
Shell for the Town’s popular Concerts in the Park summer music series.

Enjoying the music were (Top Right) Charlie, Patti, Dianna and Lissa, 
(Middle Right) event emcee Lori Hoyes, President of the Aurora branch 
of the Royal Canadian Legion, and (Bottom Right) Yulia and Tim. 
Upcoming shows include Abbamania on August 11, Shania Twin (A 
Tribute to Shania Twain) on August 18, Leisa Way starring in Opry Gold 
on August 25, and finally The Fab Four on September 1. All shows 
begin at 7 p.m. For more information, visit aurora.ca/summerconcerts.

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Openi ng in  August

MeMory Care

440 Wil l iam Graham Drive at Lesl ie Street,  Aurora

905 503 5560  • sales@tmoa.ca  • themeadowsofaurora.com

By appointment only. Please call 905 503 5560
Monday to Friday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm  Saturday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

oaKDaLe 

Manor
MORE than a home…   
                        A COMMUNITY

•	Development	of	care	plans		
	 based	on	individual	needs		
	 and	preferences

•	Total	cognitive	care	in	a	loving		
	 environment	where	dignity	and		
	 respect	are	the	highest	priority

•	A	full	team	of	dedicated	and	
	 highly-trained	health	care		
	 professionals	delivering		
	 around-the-clock	support	

•	Activities	and	programs	to		
	 enhance	quality	of	life	for		
	 Oakdale	Manor	residents

•	Meticulously	finished	suites		
	 dedicated	to	memory	care

•	A	community	of	residents		
	 and	staff	fully	committed	to			
	 a	culture	of	dignity	and	respect,		
	 based	on	Christian	values	

Living at Oakdale Manor includes:

limited suites available • contact us today

Drive-In Movies set to give way to Movies in the Park

Aurora’s Drive-In Movie series continued last Saturday with the family classic Honey, I 

Shrunk The Kids. This Saturday, the Town will present the last drive-in of the series, which 

has been hosted in the parking lot of Desjardins Insurance, with another family favourite: 

The Goonies. The July 31 show was the penultimate event before the show hits the road 

to Town Park beginning on Thursday, August 12 with “Movies in the Park.” Drive-ins will 

resume on Friday, September 3 and Saturday, September 11 – back at Desjardins (333 

Commerce Drive). Turning out to see Rick Moranis shrink the kids over the weekend were 

(Top Row) Annette, Frank, Cecilia and Gracen, Peter, Natalie, Christian and Alex – who 

were welcomed by Mayor Tom Mrakas. (Second Row) Wayne, Sunny, Alan and Felix, 

and Nolan, Pat and Lily. (Bottom Row) Brandy was on hand to make sure things went 

smoothly. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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The moment I arrived 

at York Lions Stadium 
Friday night, I saw what I 
have not seen in two years. 

There were fans, 
draped in York United 
kits and scarves. From 
the parking lot, I heard 
the P.A. announcer in the 
stadium going over new 
sales and promotions to 
the supporters. 

As I approached 
Gate 2B, I picked up my 
press pass for the rest of  
the Canadian Premier 
League season. I was 
stoked as I called for the 
elevator to take me to the fourth floor. 

As the doors opened, I saw the field from 
the glass window. I saw the players standing 
for the national anthem. I saw, 1,710 fans 
standing all together as one. 

As I sat down inside the press box, it had 
felt surreal. As if  it was my first time coming 
to a game as a reporter. Goosebumps trickled 
down all over my body in excitement. 

I heard the songs being sung from the 
Forge FC away supporters. I heard the chants 
from the York United supporters. What 
better way to kick off  the first game with fans 
than with an effusive bunch in the stands. 

But, of  course, I am reporting on York 
United and the club didn’t get off  to a hot 
start. As a matter of  fact, it was Forge FC, just 
four minutes in who got on the board. A neat 
ball into the box was chested down Molham 
Babouli and the forward tucked the ball into 
the net to make it 1-0. 

York hadn’t found their footing in the first 
half. There were nerves for sure in more ways 
than one. In the 41st minute, things didn’t 
get any better as York defender Dominick 
Zator had been awarded a red card for his 
challenge against 22-year-old winger Tristan 
Borges. 

Everyone in the press box, including 
myself  questioned the call. Borges had 
embellished it and because Zator was the 
last-man back it almost left the official with 
no other choice. 

In the second half, York turned on the 
jets with 10-men. Max Ferrari had shifted to 
right-back and Michael Petrasso had come 

on returning from his 
hamstring problem. He 
almost put one in the net 
in the 88-minute. 

The game finished 
1-0. 

“I think for the first 
fifteen-twenty minutes 
of the game the occasion 
got the better of  us. We 
made the simple things 
very difficult. We were 
making passes that we 
shouldn’t have passed. 
Played everything 
straight,” head coach 
Jimmy Brennan said 
in the post-match press 

conference. 
“In the second half, I can’t fault the team’s 

effort. We ended up putting two up top. We 
played a 4-3-2. We didn’t want to bunker 
in. I thought we had a chance here getting 
forward. The guys adapted to the situation 
it was unfortunate we couldn’t nick one in at 
the end.” 

Brennan alluded to the fact that the fans in 
the stands were nice and he said you could feel 
how excited the players were to be back and 
in front of  supporters once again. Hearing 
voices in the stands was a lot better than the 
silence of  the bubble and in Winnipeg. 

“I guess the crowd got to us. Nothing 
crazy, but we were just slow off  the bat. I 
think maybe that has to do with playing all 
those games in 25 days in Winnipeg. But we 
built into the game and we competed the 
whole 90,” said York midfielder Max Ferrari 
after the game. 

“We’re very close on and off  the field. We 
all work for each other. We want the same 
thing we have the same goals. We push each 
other and for 90 minutes we pushed each 
other.” 

For York United, Terique Mohammed 
and Lowell Wright came off  injured 
throughout the match. Wright’s was a 
simple cramp but Mohammed seemed to of  
tweaked his knee. 

York took on Forge at Tim Hortons 
Field this past Wednesday. The boys will be 
on the road for three straight games before 
returning home to take on Masters Futbol in 
the Canadian Championship August 21.
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Experience Ontario 
all over again.
There’s so much to rediscover in Ontario. From endless 
parks and trails to bustling cities and local businesses.

Let’s get back to exploring Ontario.

Get started today at destinationontario.com

By Robert Belardi 

Going to a game  
was like seeing  
an 8th Wonder 

Robert’s
Rant

Homeless shelter partnering 
with Cardinal Golf Club  

for tourney
By Robert Belardi 

Homeless organization Inn 
from The Cold in Newmarket and 
Cardinal Golf  Club have planned a 
golf  tournament set for August 12. 

With Canadian Tire as the lead 
sponsor, the tournament will last a 
full day. It will cost $150 per player 
or $600 for a foursome. In the 
foursome purchase, karts, dinner 
and lunch are included.

“This is our first of  which 
we hope will be an annual golf  
tournament. We have a very 
significant fundraiser in the winter 
called Coldest Night of  the Year, 
Walk For The Homeless. We’ve 
always wanted to do something 
in the summer,” said Inn from 
the Cold Executive Director Ann 
Watson. 

“We’ve thought about golf  
tournaments in the past and we 
didn’t really have any people on 
our staff  or volunteer contingent. 
This year, we do have someone on 
staff  who has a contact at Cardinal. 
He started to explore that and they 
were very willing to help us out. In 
fact, they’ve been incredibly helpful 
along the way.” 

Watson acknowledged over 
the past two years it has been 
tough for people to get out. With 
this golf  tournament, there is an 
opportunity for people to enjoy a 
beautiful day while supporting an 
important cause in the community.

100 per cent of  day’s proceeds 
will go directly to Inn From The 
Cold. 

“We’re always trying to raise 
awareness about the issue of  
homelessness and housing 

insecurity in York Region. We’re 
constantly trying, through our social 
media, and including fundraising 
events, to wrap people’s heads 
around the fact that York Region 
has a huge housing insecurity and 
homelessness problem,” Watson 
said. 

“It’s not insurmountable by any 
stretch of  the imagination, but York 
Region is expensive and everyone 
knows that.” 

With home ownership becoming 
more difficult by the year and a 
tight-rental market that is brutally 
expensive, Watson said that a lot of  
people who work service jobs can’t 
even afford to rent a place out. 

For those who cannot live with a 
friend or their parents are too far 
away, some come to Inn From The 
Cold to sleep. This includes people 
of  all ages but mainly seniors who 
had a home and are now priced out 
of  the market. 

These fundraisers are 
opportunities to raise this issue. 

“Inn From The Cold is doing 
some pretty important work in 
that area. We started a transitional 
housing program and we’re 
expanding that program. We have 
a head-lease program that we’re 
launching where we can work with 
landlords and allow group living 
situations in a manageable way,” 
Watson explained. 

To register for this tournament 
and support Inn From The 
Cold you can head to cardinal.
golfems2.com/event/inn-cold. For 
sponsorship inquiries, those may 
contact Darren at (905)-836-3086. 

For all other questions you may 
contact info@innfromthecold.ca. 
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Gardens of Joy plants firms roots in  
Aurora community

Aurora gardening enthusiasts Cindy Hubble and Deb Wilson-Smith met as moms at Devins Drive 
Public School and soon found a way to channel their passion into a business, one which was recently 
honoured by the Aurora Chamber of Commerce.                                Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Business founded by local 
moms recognized  
by Chamber of Commerce

Cindy Hubble and Deb Wilson-
Smith always loved gardening – but for 
many years it was just a hobby.

For the last eight years, however, their 
passion has been transformed into a 
business, Gardens of  Joy, and this same 
passion has been noticed by the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce with their 
Home-Based Business Award, part of  
their 2021 Business Excellence Awards.

Not bad for a business venture which 
started quite by chance.

“We met when our kids were at 
school,” says Wilson-Smith of  how she 
first crossed paths with fellow Devins 
Drive Public School mom Hubble. 
“Our youngest sons were headed into 
high school and we were both looking 

to do something a little bit different 
from our normal day jobs. We both 
love gardening; a friend of  ours put 
us together, helped us come up with a 
name and it just went from there.”

Gardens of  Joy quickly blossomed, 
picking up clients through word of  
mouth throughout the GTA. 

One such client in Markham was, for 
Hubble, a sure sign that they did indeed 
take the right career path.

“They were parents of  a local family 
in the area of  Devins Drive,” she recalls. 
“They had a big, beautiful home, lots 
of  gardens, but they were aging. We did 
their vegetable garden, their beautiful 
planters, and they were so pleased. For 
me, that is the moment when I realized 
‘This is fun. I really like this.’ I have 
a bit off  PSW experience, so I love 
working with seniors and now we have 
customers who work with us, too. It is 
about having those conversations out in 
the garden.”

For Wilson-Smith, that “ah-ha” 
moment was when people simply asked 

them organically to look after their 
gardens.

“It was realizing people want our 
help and are appreciative of  the work 
we do.”

It is a two-way street and this 
relationship between they and team 
with their customers is paramount to 
their success.

“It’s really important to listen,” she 
continues. “Early on, we heard a lot 
of  stories from clients who had people 
come in, they didn’t listen to what 
they asked or gave them something 
they didn’t ask for. For us, it was the 
realization that listening to our clients 
was going to be the most important 
thing. We want to build a relationship. 
We get to know our customers, we get 
to know what they like, what they don’t 
like and it gives us the opportunity to go 
above and beyond and give them more 
than they were expecting.”

Adds Hubble: “When they drive into 
their driveway, even if  there is a weed at 
the curb, I am going to grab that weed. 
Maybe we don’t have to, but it is the 
first thing they are going to see and I 
don’t want them to see that first. It is the 
whole picture.”

From its humble beginnings, Gardens 
of  Joy incorporated in February and as 
their team grows, the company founders 
are hoping to continue to grow as well, 
moving into design and opening up new 

Gardens of  Joy locations throughout 
the GTA. 

“When we first started, we thought 
it would just be until our boys were 
out of  high school but we put a lot of  
blood, sweat and tears into this,” says 
Hubble. “It has to mean something. We 
were at four years [when they were out 
of  high school] and now we’re at eight. 
We have grown and it is exciting how 
much further we can take this. It is also 
exciting to build the team. When it was 
just Deb and I, it looks a lot different 
now that we have a staff  of  eleven less 
us. We’re learning every single day how 
to make it better next week and next 
year.”

Adds Wilson-Smith: “We have had a 
lot of  support from people who aren’t 
our clients but have appreciated the 
work that we do. We need to say a big 
thank you to them because we know 
we do a great job for our clients, but 
it is really nice when other people are 
noting us as well and we’re very grateful 
for all the support. Now that we have 
this [Chamber] award, it feels really 
good, like we’re doing something here 
– we’re growing, we’re part of  the 
community, doing our jobs, building 
beautiful gardens and ultimately when 
we’re doing our jobs we’re in our happy 
place.”

For more on Gardens of  Joy, visit 
gardensofjoy.ca.
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New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Council pushes for heritage buildings to become 
part of new development

The remaining buildings 
associated with the Sisman Shoe 
Company which was, for more than 
half  a century, one of  Aurora’s largest 
employers, have won a temporary 
reprieve from development. But 
lawmakers are looking for a solution 
that could offer the best of  both 
worlds.

As The Auroran reported last 
week, the future of  the Sisman Shoe 
Company, which is represented today 
by two former factory buildings at 
34 and 38 Berczy Street, is up in the 
air as municipal staff  consider its 
heritage status.

The Town’s Heritage Advisory 

Committee (HAC) received a staff  
recommendation to de-list these 
properties – as well as two plots just 
to the north that are now occupied 
by two detached homes – to pave the 
way for a large condominium and 
townhouse complex.

As 34 Berczy in particular scored 
significantly high on an evaluation 
of  its heritage and cultural value 
to Aurora, the recommendation to 
delist the building and commemorate 
its heritage through documentation 
and a plaque raised significant 
concerns from committee members. 

The process to get to this point, 
which included the heritage 
evaluation recommending its 
designation being pushed to the 
backburner rather than brought to 
Council for ratification, was also a 

key concern around the table.
HAC suggested that rather than 

let the 34 Berczy meet the wrecking 
ball, that it be restored and integrated 
into whatever is ultimately built on 
the site.

Berczy Street’s proximity to 
the Aurora GO Station, an area 
identified by the Province of  Ontario 
for growth as a Major Transit Station 
Area (MTSA) means the area will 
likely have to be re-developed to meet 
the Ontario Government’s plan, but 
the “how” of  redevelopment will be 
key going forward.

Although a report on the building’s 
future as a heritage building is 
not, according to municipal staff, 
coming to the Council table in or 
before September, local lawmakers 
addressed HAC’s concerns at the 

last Public Planning meeting before 
the summer recess, calling for more 
work to be done before it next comes 
to their attention. 

“I am not happy with this 
development for a number of  reasons: 
the massing is far too large, nothing 
more than four storeys [should be 
allowed] from my perspective,” 
said Councillor Sandra Humfryes, 
who also serves as Council’s 
representative on HAC. “One of  the 
things that was concerning [at HAC] 
that I find extremely upsetting is [we] 
performed a heritage evaluation on 
the properties and #34 scored very 
high at 85 per cent. For whatever 
reason there was a misunderstanding 
in a staff  report and that report 
evaluation was not accounted for.”

Only Council, she said, can provide 
direction to change policy and the 
buildings up for consideration were 
“extremely important to the heritage 
of  Aurora.”

“It needs to be incorporated 
and honoured,” she said of  the 
development proposal.

These were concerns also shared 
by Councillor Wendy Gaertner, who 
has previously sat on HAC. 

“I agree that the Sisman factory, 
which is now being used by Kerry’s 
Place, is very important,” said 
Councillor Gaertner, referencing 
the primary tenant of  the buildings, 
which have since been converted 
largely for office space. 

Addressing the issues raised 
by Council, Town Planner David 
Waters said that although HAC 
scored the building higher, his 
department wanted to make sure 
that score “was defensible at the 
end of  the day.” Also playing a part 
in this decision was an additional 
heritage evaluation provided by the 
developer.

“We had these two competing 
opinions,” said Mr. Waters. “Our 
intention was to make sure the 
HAC recommendation was solid, 
so we ended up peer reviewing [the 
assessment] from the applicant, 
which is why there was a delay 
in the implementation of  the 
recommendation from HAC in 
terms of  the score.”

This did not sit well with 
Councillor Humfryes who said it is 
important that staff  “go back and 
look at the policies and processes” 
when heritage is involved and these 
evaluations should be given due 
consideration.

“This Council is the only governing 
body that is allowed to change policy 
and that cannot be done by staff  
alone,” she concluded. “We need to 
make sure we continue to be diligent 
in this and I do believe that this was 
missing; I really believe we need to 
make sure we’re firm, that we’re 
consistently using processes and 
policies that are in [place] today.”

That being said, however, she said 
further work will get “an amazing 
plan going forward.”

From Mayor Tom Mrakas’ 
perspective, a future plan should 
include elements of  Aurora’s 
heritage.

“This building meets everything 
that is required to possibly be 
designated,” he said. “I think 
ultimately what we need to look at 
and what the applicant needs to 
do is go back, sharpen their pencil 
and look at how we incorporate this 
building…I think when you take this 
building, try to refurbish it, bring it 
back to is original glory and maybe 
possibly use that as lofts surrounded 
by stacked townhomes… I think that 
is… what would be appropriate for 
the area where we intensify. 

“This is an area we want to 
intensify but it is about appropriate 
intensification. I propose we continue 
to hold strong on what makes 
us unique and have appropriate 
development in our community.”
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On Sale! 

JULY 30 – AUGUST 31
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full 

Circle Program textile recycling and donation 
program. In the current COVID climate, a 
greater number of  people are wanting to donate 
or get rid of  unwanted items, increasing the need 
for more outlets being available to receive the 
items. This program will provide a convenient 
way for people to donate or get rid of  used/
unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and furniture 
and will help lessen the amount of  items ending 
up in landfills. Materials that were previously 
perceived as waste will now be seen as a valuable 
resource further encouraging redistribution. The 
items will be recycled in the following ways: To 
be given to individuals who are survivors of  
violence and are transitioning from shelters into 
new homes; To be sold in our store; To be sold 
to a textile recycler, which makes for an ongoing 
source of  funding for Abuse Hurts enabling them 
to provide their services to the thousands of  
people that require them each year. When and 
Where: Monday and Wednesday, every week, 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m., with 30-minute time slots – only 
1 drop off  per time slot. If  you do not have an 
appointment, we cannot accept your donation. 
The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is located at 1208 
Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading 
dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  
time slot.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series continues 

this evening at 7 p.m. at Town Park. Due to the 
limited capacity of  200 concert attendees, Aurora 
residents need to pre-register for each concert 
(using a program code). Aurora Town Park will 
be fenced and social distancing markers indicated 
on the grass, as well as additional procedures for 
the safety of  the attendees, performers, volunteers 
and staff. Registration will open on e-PLAY the 
Friday before each concert. Each concert 
will be announced the week prior. For more 
information, including registration. Visit aurora.
ca/summerconcerts.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 

p.m. for the Aurora Farmers’ Market. With 
strict COVID-19 protocols in place, the Market 
vendors are excited to welcome residents and 
customers once again. For more information, visit 
theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

* * * * 
Music in the Alley (Machell’s Alley – 15217 

Yonge Street) continues this week with guitar 
and bass duo James Brown & Clark Johnson. 
Showtime is 1 – 3 p.m. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 12
The Town kicks off  its Movies in the Park 

series at Town Park this evening at dusk. All 
movies are free of  charge and pre-registration is 
required. Registration details will be provided a 
minimum of  one week prior to each movie date. 
For more, including registration, visit aurora.ca/
moviesinthepark.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14
Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 

p.m. for the Aurora Farmers’ Market. With 
strict COVID-19 protocols in place, the Market 
vendors are excited to welcome residents and 
customers once again. For more information, visit 
theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

* * * * 
Music in the Alley (Machell’s Alley – 15217 

Yonge Street) continues this week with guitar 
and bass duo James Brown & Clark Johnson. 
Showtime is 7 – 9 p.m. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17
Music in the Alley (Machell’s Alley – 15217 

Yonge Street) continues this week with guitar 
and bass duo James Brown & Clark Johnson. 
Showtime is 5 – 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19
The Town continues its Movies in the Park 

series at Town Park this evening at dusk. All 
movies are free of  charge and pre-registration is 
required. Registration details will be provided a 
minimum of  one week prior to each movie date. 
For more, including registration, visit aurora.ca/
moviesinthepark.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 

p.m. for the Aurora Farmers’ Market. With 
strict COVID-19 protocols in place, the Market 
vendors are excited to welcome residents and 
customers once again. For more information, visit 
theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24
Music in the Alley (Machell’s Alley – 15217 

Yonge Street) continues this week with guitar 
and bass duo James Brown & Clark Johnson. 
Showtime is 5 – 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26
The Town continues its Movies in the Park 

series at Town Park this evening at dusk. All 
movies are free of  charge and pre-registration is 
required. Registration details will be provided a 
minimum of  one week prior to each movie date. 
For more, including registration, visit aurora.ca/
moviesinthepark.
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DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do...advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory      
Call 905-727-3300   Ext. 102 to book your ad

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

WASTE DISPOSAL

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

30 yrs. experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Bin sizes:
8, 14, 18, 20, 30

and 40 yards

Also Available -
Top Soils and Gravels

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 ext. 102

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010
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Abbamania brings popular tribute back to Town Park

They’re one of  the few tribute 
shows to headline Roy Thomson 
Hall.

Now, the popular Abbamania 
tribute show, which has been wowing 
audiences for more than 20 years, is 
set to make another return to Town 
Park as part of  Aurora’s Concerts in 
the Park Summer Series.

The show, which celebrates the 
music of  1970s hitmakers ABBA, 
will take over the Band Shell next 
Wednesday, August 11.

With few chances to perform before 
a live audience since the start of  the 
global pandemic, the group has hit 
the ground running since restrictions 
were lifted, and now have 20 shows 
booked around Ontario this summer.

“It was like taking Christmas away,” 
says producer Garry Lichrach of  the 
band not being able to perform before 
an audience for nearly a year-and-a-

half. “They are dedicated musicians 
and the best at what they do. We play 
all over the world with symphonies, 
everywhere from Malaysia, India, 
Cayman Islands, and the U.S., and 
they are the number-one ABBA 
production in the world. We have 
the best look, all the people sound 
exactly like the record, we go into 
great detail – note for note, chord for 
chord, sound for sound, to recreate 
it as if  you were watching the real 
ABBA in concert. It’s all the hits 
like Waterloo, Mamma Mia, S.O.S., 
Gimme Gimme, Fernando, Super 
Trooper and it goes on and on!”

Unlike many performers who 
easily pivoted to livestreaming shows 
when they were unable to find a 
stage, it hasn’t been as easy a shift for 
tribute performers, says Lichrach. If  
you’re going to go online to watch a 
tribute to performers like ABBA or 
Elvis, there is always the option, after 
all, of  heading over to YouTube to 
see the real thing for free.

But now they’re once again able to 
wow the crowds in person and this 

well-oiled musical machine is more 
than ready to pick up where they left 
off.

“We have been together for 20 
years and we do over 200 concerts 
a year,” says Lichrach. “They are 
employed in 200 shows a year and in 
20 years that is more concerts than 
the Beatles, Elvis, Michael Jackson 
and Madonna combined. The 
Beatles only played 117 times in their 
history. We do that in three quarters 
of  a year. From the vocals, the sound, 
the costumes, the dialogue, the 
precision everyone takes in learning 
their part – from the head engineer 
on – to recreate the sound where 
people go, ‘You’ve got to be kidding 
me.’ They’re blown away!

“This [performance] will show 
how incredible our singers are. When 
this band sells out Roy Thomson Hall 
four times, that is something. Tribute 
bands don’t play Roy Thomson Hall. 
Now Massey Hall wants us there next 
year and we will be the only tribute 
band to play Massey Hall. Come out 
[to Town Park] and see a great show. 

And even people who aren’t ABBA 
fans come out, they say, ‘Wow, I’m 
such a fan now.’”

Abbamania will play Town Park 
on Wednesday, August 11, beginning 
at 7 p.m. For more information, 
including registering for a free spot 
in Town Park and all the health 
protocols that will be in place, visit 
aurora.ca/summerconcerts.

360 Kids] and we want to aggressively let 
people know we have furniture here – we 
would really love to start getting furniture 
out to people who really need it.

To learn more about Abuse Hurts, their many 
programs, how to donate furniture, appliances and 
other items, and to book your time to do so, visit 
abusehurts.ca.

Abuse Hurts helping 
to break the cycle 
by completing  
Full Circle
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ADVERTISE in
 THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

(905) 727-3300 
EXT. 102

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

YEARS

SERVICESARE YOU SEMI 
RETIRED AND 
LOOKING TO KEEP 
BUSY PART TIME?  
Do you enjoy cleaning 
and working in a friendly 
environment?  then
Spar-clean wants to hear 
from you.  
647-333-7397 
Ask for Vicky. 
www.spar-clean.ca

HELP 
WANTED
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adds Mae. “But we thought of  
our staff. We thought of  Adam and 
Gemma who have been with us from 
ABLE Network (an organization 
which, among other services, finds 
job placements in the community 
for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities) for more than 15 years. 
Our customers said, ‘You can’t give 
up.’”

A welcome development came 
from Mike Rice of  The Rice Group, 
a company which has several 
commercial developments in the York 
Region community, including on 
Aurora’s Bayview Avenue corridor. 
Rice, a long-time customer of  Omar’s 
Shoes, reached out to the family after 
several leads for other spaces within 
Aurora fizzled, with a few options 
on units that weren’t on the leasing 
market just yet but would be in short 
order.

Some of  the potential units they 
looked at were too small, others were 

too far away from customers, but 
the unit they ultimately secured in 
the L.A. Fitness plaza on Bayview 
Avenue, just south of  Pedersen, ticked 
all the right boxes – but moving from 
the older part of  Aurora to an area 
which has grown exponentially over 
the last decade was not an easy one.

“With anything, location is 
important,” says Mae. “We were 
really stressed that we needed to be 
where there was lots of  traffic, but our 
customers told us, ‘You don’t have to 
be. We’ll find you. You’ve got a brand, 
you’ve got the name, so find a place 
and we’ll find you.”

“Here,” she adds, gesturing towards 
their new unit, “has great traffic, has 
exposure, and the traffic is on this 
side of  Town. We wanted to stay on 
the other side of  Town, but a lot of  
our customers said, ‘Listen, we live 
on this side of  Aurora but remember 
something: most of  us who are on this 
side of  Town will still come to you, but 
there is a difference – our kids have 

grown up and moved away, so you 
don’t have that traffic, but younger 
families are at that end of  Town. 
You’ll have us and you’ll gain newer 
families,’ and that is how we came to 
our decision.

“We have had staff  with 20-odd 
years with us, they were all in distress 
[about closing] saying, ‘This is where 
we come to be with our other family.’ 
They were so anxious over the last few 
months, texting and calling, asking 
if  we found something. ‘Did we find 
something?’ We. At the end of  last 
week, when finally everything was 
okay with the Rice Group, we called 
them all in together, we had a huge 
family meeting and just the happiness 
in the room was amazing.”

The Khamissas plan to fully re-
open Omar’s Shoes in their new 
Aurora home this December, just 
in time for holiday shopping. In the 
meantime, as their new space is 
readied, their landlords have offered 
them a temporary smaller unit in the 

plaza which they hope to operate as 
a pop-up store as early as September.

They are also brainstorming 
how to ensure the next chapter of  
Omar’s honours the one that has 
just closed. They aim to incorporate 
many mementos into the new store as 
possible that were recently uncovered, 
some long forgotten, as they packed 
up 51 years of  memories in their old 
location.

“I think it is really exciting that it 
can continue,” says Saarah, the third 
generation to join Omar’s. “That is 
mainly why I got into this business and 
wanted to help run the business with 
my parents and take over because it 
meant so much to me to be able to 
carry on my grandfather’s and dad’s 
legacies and everything they have 
done. I am excited this story hasn’t 
ended in Aurora and we can continue 
our story here.

“No matter what, Aurora will 
always be our home and we’re very 
happy to still stick around here.”

Community gave Omar’s Shoes owners “courage”  
to fight to stay in Aurora
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