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A second pop-up vaccination clinic is 
set for the Aurora Community Centre 
this weekend.

Led by the Ministry of  Health, 
this pop-up will run Saturday, July 10 
through Monday, July 12, between 9 a.m. 
and 7 p.m., with first and second doses 
available for individuals 12 years of  age 

and older who live, work or go to school 
in York Region. 

Second doses will be offered to 
individuals aged 12 and up following a 
28-day interval between their first and 
second doses.

Spots for the weekend pop-up 
can be booked online at York.ca/
COVID19vaccine.

This is the second pop-up vaccination 
clinic to be held at the Aurora Community 
Centre. The first one, which was held the 

last weekend in May almost exclusively 
for first doses of  Pfizer attracted 1,515 
individuals, including 839 youth between 
the ages of  12 and 17.

The Aurora pop-up will come at the 
end of  a busy week for York Region’s 
vaccination efforts.

On Monday, 25,000 first- and second-
dose appointments were made available 
and, at press time, a further 33,000 slots 
were expected to become available as of  

Culture: Popping  
up at a corner  
near you! 

Music lovers might have a long wait 
before they can enjoy a performance 
inside the Aurora Cultural Centre once 
again, but keep your eyes peeled because 
the Aurora Cultural Centre’s musicians 
could soon be coming to you.

This month, the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, which has seen its traditional home 

Weekend pop-up clinic will 
offer first and second doses
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‘
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Canada Day looked very different once again this year, but Aurora got into the spirit of the occasion with a number of in-person and virtual activities. 
The day began at a special Thursday edition of The Aurora Farmers’ Market, which included favourite vendors and the painting of tiles which will form a 
future mosaic. (Main) Mark, Savannah, Tristan, Austin, and Melanie donned orange for the occasion in a sign of solidarity. (Inset Left) Adrianno, Arianna, 
Alessandra, Ethan, and Mia gather around a maple leaf at Town Park. (Inset Right) Gloria and Jane participate in a drive-thru lunch hosted by the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. For more, see Page 15.                                    Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

A  
DISTANCED 
CANADA  
DAY

MOVIE NIGHT IN AURORA – Mayor Tom Mrakas welcomes Miriam, Mason, Makayla 
and Mike to the parking lot of Desjardins Insurance for the kick-off of the Town’s Drive-In Movie/
Movies in the Park season. For more on this screening, and what’s to come, see Page 9. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Council & Committee Meetings

What’s Happening

What’s Happening

What’s Happening

Date Time  Location  Meeting
Thursday, July 8 7 p.m.  Video conference  Committee of Adjustment
Tuesday, July 13 9:30 a.m.  TBD    Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, July 13 5:45 p.m.  TBD    Council
Wednesday, July 14 7 p.m.  Video conference  Aurora Cultural Centre Board

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/livecouncilmeeting

In-Person Outdoor Fitness Classes
We’re heading outside! Club Aurora will be offering a few group 
fitness classes in-person and outdoors this summer.  

Full details and schedule can be found online at 
aurora.ca/outdoorfitness.

New community gathering place named
Aurora Town Square
The Library Square project, the centerpiece of the Town’s 
ambitious downtown revitalization plan, will now be known 
as Aurora Town Square. The new name, approved by Aurora 
Council following a public engagement process, was carefully 
chosen to reflect an age-old desire for communities to share a 
space of belonging and celebration. 

“I believe Aurora Town Square is the perfect name for the 
reimagined Library Square. It speaks to what it is – the heart 
of a revitalized downtown core, a focal point for community 
gatherings in this great town of ours. Aurora Town Square is 
a name that speaks to the small-town charm our community 
has but with big city amenities such as those that the square 
will provide. It will be at the centre hub of future growth as our 
downtown core continues to revitalize,” says Aurora Mayor 
Tom Mrakas. 

Since 2018, Town staff have taken numerous steps to find a 
new name for the facility as the name Library Square no longer 
captures the full extent of the cross-sectoral and collaborative 
nature of this project. While the Aurora Public Library remains 
a backbone organization, this project includes many other 
local and regional stakeholders that will work together to 
animate the space once open. 

Officially opening in 2022, it will feature outdoor and indoor 
cultural spaces that offer unlimited possibilities.

Aurora Town Square will become the new place to be for 
Aurora residents and visitors alike to enjoy the arts, theatre, 
music, community events and activities all year around. 

For more information on Aurora Town Square visit 
aurora.ca/auroratownsquare. 

Join us for some outdoor fun with our Play in the Park 
summer workshops for ages 6 to 12. Morning and afternoon 
times are available.

View full details online at aurora.ca/playinthepark.

Register online at aurora.ca/eplay.

Fall 2021
Program Guide
Our Fall 2021 Program Guide 
has programs and activities 
for all ages. The guide will 
be distributed to all Aurora 
households with The Banner 
on July 22. Online registration 
starts on July 26. 

Full details available at 
aurora.ca/recguide.

Aquatics Leadership Programs
Aquatic Leadership Programs will be available in the summer. 
Classes will include both virtual and in-person instructions.   

View all programs and course details online at 
aurora.ca/aquatics.

Virtual Fitness Classes
Club Aurora offers weekly virtual fitness classes to keep you 
physically active while working out at home. Check out our 
schedule online and learn how you can register for our virtual 
fitness classes at aurora.ca/aquatics.

Recreation at Home
It’s easy to stay actively engaged at home with our Recreation 
at Home webpage. There are activities for all ages.   

For more details, visit aurora.ca/recathome.

Seniors Centre Without Walls (SCWW)
Seniors Centre Without Walls (SCWW) is a free program, 
providing community outreach to seniors and adults via 
telephone and Zoom.  

Check out the monthly schedule online at aurora.ca/scww.

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition
Artist: David Johns
For the month of July, Aurora’s Online Skylight Gallery is 
featuring works by artist David Johns in a series called 
“Natural Impressions”. David’s photographs, paintings and 
monotypes reflect a fascination to natural shapes and colours 
found in the environment. As seen in his pieces, the Elderly 
Leaves Series feature the elegant beauty with characteristic 
shapes and detail of autumn leaves. The Weeds & Grasses 
Series show the other flowers in the city, photographed in 
silhouette. His silkscreen paintings, using silk dyes, are a 
celebration of garden flowers. The monotypes are inspired by 
shape and presented with coloured backgrounds, which was 
influenced by the post-impressionist painters. These pieces 
are produced using a hand operated, cylinder press.

View this online gallery at aurora.ca/skylightgallery.

CONCERTS
IN THE
PARK

A U R O R A ’ S  2 0 2 1

F R E E  E V E N T

Town Park - 49 Wells Street

Pre-registration is required. Limited space.
For series line-up and to register, please visit

aurora.ca/summerconcerts

Livestreaming of concerts brought to you by

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

905-726-4762 • #AuroraConcerts

JULY 7, 14, 21, 28 | AUGUST 4, 11, 18, 25 | SEPT 1

Food donations for the Aurora Food Pantry are greatly appreciated.

For your seating comfort, please bring your own lawn chairs.

7 P.M. TO 9 P.M.

P R E S E N T S

Community Services
F a l l  2 0 2 1  P r o g r a m  G u i d e

aurora.ca

REGISTRATION
STARTS JULY 26

PROGRAMS
FOR ALL AGES

The world pandemic stopped live performing and visual artists from meeting their public in 
person.  This has been the largest crisis to hit a particular sector, and one that is reeling without 

clarity on when things will fully reopen.  Join the Aurora Cultural Centre and a panel of artists to 
hear about their careers, how they changed during COVID-19 and what they see as the next steps 
to rebuild their career and place in the world’s stage. Questions and your insights welcomed after 

the presentation. Offered over Zoom.

July 20, 2021 7 – 8:30pm EDTFree Virtual Series

Register today for this free event at: AuroraCulturalCentre.ca/arts-talk/

M O D E R A T O R

Jane Taylor
Artistic Director and  

Communications Professional

P A N E L I S T 

Barbra Lica
Jazz Artist

P A N E L I S T

Salman Khattak
Visual Artist and Instructor

P A N E L I S T  

Charles Richard-Hamelin 

Classical Pianist

From an Artist’s Viewpoint:  
Art during - and emerging from – COVID

Arts Talk
T H E  A U R O R A  C U LT U R A L  C E N T R E 

P R E S E N T S :

#AuroraOntario    aurora.ca/roadconstruction

Notice Board
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Independent Lifestyle
Includes meals, housekeeping, activities and more!

Personalized Care Plan
Includes medication management, assistance

with personal care and more!

Pet friendly

Call to book your personal tour 905.853.4573 

1 Roxborough Road, Newmarket, ON | verveseniorliving.com 
Across from Southlake Regional Health Centre

Move into The Roxborough where
life can be social, safe and secure. 

IN-PERSONTOURS
NOW

AVAILABLE

GEN NEXT is all about the future for  
Canadian Federation of University Women

CFUW  members presented $500 cheques to Newmarket, King Township and Aurora foodbanks from donations received at their Care-to-Share end-
of-year event. (From Left) Adrian Bain, Executive Director of Newmarket Food Pantry, Janis Bell, CFUW A/N President, Lynn Bird, Chair of CFUW A/N 
Outreach Committee, Meline Beach, Board Secretary of King Township Food Bank, Sandra Seepaul, Executive Director of Aurora Food Pantry, and Carolynn 
Schiller, CFUW A/N Social Chair.                 Photo by Anne Marie Devine

For nearly 65 years, the Aurora and 
Newmarket chapter of  the Canadian 
Federation of  University Women has 
been focused on empowering women’s 
lives and promoting education.

Now boasting more than 220 
members and becoming one of  the 
network’s largest clubs in Canada, the 
organization is focused firmly on the 
future with the launch of  GEN NEXT, 
a new virtual community specifically 
designed for young women 18+.

GEN NEXT was officially launched 
by the Canadian Federation of  
University Women Aurora-Newmarket 
(CFUW) last Monday, June 28, with 
an online meet-and-greet and keynote 
address by business leader Leah Taylor 
Roy.

“Our GEN NEXT vision is to 
empower women in their lives through 
friendship, through education, through 
outreach and advocacy,” says CFUW’s 
Grace Cantarutti. “Our members 
are active in many disciplines: public 
affairs, working to raise social, 
economic and legal status of  girls 
and women, as well as improving 
education, the environment, peace, 
justice and human rights. Our goal is 
to get younger women engaged in this 
vision that we all share.”

GEN NEXT, she says, is focused on 
three key pillars: Learn, Achieve and 
Lead and they hope to only grow from 
there.

“We want to develop an ambassador 
program and mentorship program with 
some of  our more established members 
mentoring these young ladies as they 
move forward,” says Ms. Cantarutti. 
“We have a lot of  accomplished women 
in their careers from many walks of  
life and I believe being able to provide 
mentorship [is important]. I know as 
a former Guidance Department head 
I often heard young ladies say, ‘I just 
wish I had a mentor, someone I could 
go to to help me as I go through my 
early stages of  career and education.’”

The seeds for the GEN NEXT 
initiative were planted by just one such 
young woman.

The CFUW has a charitable trust 

raising money to provide awards to 
secondary school students.

One of  last year’s award recipients 
said they wanted to stay engaged and 
involved in the group and that, in turn, 
sparked a conversation about just how 
to achieve that.

“We’re finding this is an opportunity 
to get some of  the younger ladies in 
the community involved,” says Ms. 
Cantarutti. “Hopefully our girls are 
learning as well through our speaker 
series and attendance is one of  our 
measurable goals. If  at the end we 
see them leading and taking on new 
projects that are of  interest to them and 
developing new skills, new projects, 
events and interest groups, then we will 
know we’ve probably been met with 
some success.”

The CFUW hopes to meet monthly 
and have speakers lined up that will 
speak to such varying subjects as 
wellness and self-care, mental health, 
managing finances, and how to prepare 
for success in the job market.

“Our tagline is, ‘Do you want to 
make a difference?’ and I think that is 
going to be the focus. We want these 
[young women] to be part of  a vibrant 
conversation around change and 
having read their applications for these 
awards, these are all young women 
who definitely have the skills already 
to make change in their communities. 
That’s the pitch for potential new 
members: ‘Do you want to make a 
difference and do you want to be a 
voice of  change?’”

GEN NEXT is just one of  several 
ongoing initiatives of  the CFUW. In 
addition to their focus on education, 
members recently hosted a Care-
to-Share dinner and virtual cooking 
class where more than 130 Federation 
members, members of  the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, and community 
members at large purchased meals that 
included a $10 food bank donation 
benefiting the Aurora Food Pantry, 
King Township Food Bank and the 
Newmarket Food Pantry, each of  
which received a donation of  $500 
from the cause.

“Food insecurity has had an impact 
on the residents of  York Region, so we 
felt compelled to support the families 
who struggle to put good food on 

the table because of  layoffs and the 
economic downturn caused by the 
pandemic,” said CFUW Aurora-

Newmarket Social Committee Chair 
Carolynn Schiller.

This year’s Care-to-Share dinner 
was once again held remotely and 
featured a three-course meal and 
lessons on French cuisine led by Chef  
Martial of  Le Brehandaise Market.

“The support and generosity made 
this event a great success – it was the 
perfect way to end our year,” said 
Anne Marie Devine, Communications 
Chair for the Group. “We appreciate 
how our members and the community 
rallies behind our fundraising events to 
support projects like this as well as our 
scholarship program.”

For more on the Canadian Federation of  
University Women Aurora/Newmarket, as well 
as GEN NEXT, visit cfuwauroranewmarket.
com. 
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“Give us the details,” 
says reader to  
Town Staff

Public should remain 
vigilant over caterpillars

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

We acknowledge the financial support  
of the Government of Canada

Funded by the  
Government  

of Canada

YEARS

Machell’s Corners

After a riveting article in the June 
24th Auroran, “Curator out at Museum 
& Archives,” We can be silent no more.

Shawna White “is out”, our 
municipal CAO not disclosing any 
details.

I would like details. I cannot believe 
this departure could have anything to 
do with ruffled feathers over her article’s 
coincidental link to Aurora church 
groups and the BC residential school 
some 100 years ago.

Please, Mr. CAO, give us details.

Bill Hack
Aurora 

We tend to associate the damage 
caused by these caterpillars to deciduous 
trees—namely maples, oaks, birches, 
poplars, etc.

On a recent walk, I noticed a 
large white pine beside the Case 
Woodlot trail entrance (on Henderson 
Drive) that looked dead or dying. On 
closer inspection, the tree was covered 
with caterpillars.  Pine needles that 
would normally be 3-4 inches long were 
reduced to stubs measuring less than 
one inch.

Good photo opportunities are present 
to support the observations.

Gardeners, horticulturists and the 
public should be made aware of  the 
seemingly new food source and to the 
potential damage to their trees caused 
by these critters. 

Peter Smith
Aurora 

One of  my earliest memories is 
reaching for a pen. Not an ordinary blue 
or black Bic, mind you, but one of  those 
snazzy four-pronged pens that offered 
not only the standard blue or black, but 
red and green as well.

We all know the ones. They were once 
a hot commodity among students of  all 
ages before snazzy electronic gizmos 
were more commonplace and, in turn, 
affordable.

On this particular day, I woke up on 
a sunny summer morning, reached for 
the pen but couldn’t find it. Before even 
opening up the blinds to fully greet the 
day, I clamored out of  bed to find out 
where it went, rifling through the drawer 
of  my bedside table (nothing), ripping 
open the top drawer of  my dresser where 
anything but clothing was kept (nothing), 
before flinging open the doors of  my 
double-decker Fisher Price cupboard set 
that made me feel like a peewee hotshot.

Aha! There it was – and just below 
that was the other thing I was looking 
for: a piece of  creamy-white construction 
paper.

Three or four years old on this 
particular July 1, I felt I couldn’t truly 
start that momentous day without 
scratching out a few half-baked thoughts 
on the paper with the red prong of  that 
four-way pen which, if  truth be told, 
also made me feel like a hot shot at my 
Montessori school.

While I can’t remember exactly what 
I wrote, I remember the sentiments 
expressed beside a crudely-drawn maple 
leaf, which, in retrospect, probably more 
resembled Bullwinkle than the Canadian 
icon known the world over: giving thanks 
for the true north strong and free.

I guess it was in the blood because 
my own personal love for Canada Day 
never really wavered.

Maybe as a youngster, before I fully 
knew what it meant, I was drawn to 
donning the colours of  our two-tone 
flag, belting out a rousing rendition of  
O Canada despite my clear lack of  any 
kind of  singing prowess, learning more 
about the heroes and heroines that made 
our country what it was and, as I got 
older, learning more about the cultures 
that came together to make Canada 
what it is today.

We were fed a steady biographical 
diet of  men and women who displayed 
unparalleled acts of  courage during 
battles at home and abroad, of  the 
men (and, alas, we did learn primarily 
about the men) who drafted key pieces 

of  legislation that paved the way for 
our Constitution and our Charter of  
Rights and Freedoms, learned folk 
songs handed down from generation to 
generation from province to province, 
and had cursory lessons on Indigenous 
art and culture from people who by and 
large, given the benefit of  hindsight, 
really had no business teaching these 
things to us.

Okay, I’ll get right to the point: 
taught to us almost exclusively by 
settlers who took their cues from 
textbooks researched, written and 
published by almost exclusively the same 
demographic.

There were a few bumps along this 
road paved with patriotism, however. 
With each passing year, new tidbits of  
information came forward suggesting 
that there was more to our shared 
history than what was presented to 
us in textbooks and by well-meaning 
elementary and secondary school 
teachers of  the 90s and early aughts. 
But, like many of  us, I forged ahead, 
content to celebrate this vague notion of  
“Canada”.

As passionate student of  history 
in elementary and high school, I was 
heartened by seeing more and more of  
the culture of  our Indigenous peoples 
rightly playing an increasingly prominent 
role and redefining what Canada Day 
means to the nation writ large.

Now, here we are with another 
Canada Day behind us; one which has 
arguably, more than any before it, been 
about redefining what the day – and the 
nation behind it – means to us all, and 
what it should mean in the future.

For those of  us who previously revelled 
in the occasion, it was undoubtedly an 
unusual experience as many people 
struggled not only with the meaning of  
the day itself  but almost every minute 
detail of  the day we previously hadn’t 
afforded a second thought.

The idea of  donning red and white, 
once a given, was seen as insensitive in 
light of  recent tragic national events and, 
in my opinion, rightly so. Instead, we 
were respectfully asked to wear orange, 
or black at the very least, in solidarity 
with our Indigenous peoples and people 
of  all backgrounds collectively grieving 
for the same reason.

Many communities cancelled 
whatever celebratory events they were 
able to plan in consideration of  present 
public health restrictions, particularly 
fireworks, lest it minimize the solemnity 
being felt from coast to coast to coast. 
Again, rightfully so, in my opinion. 

I wish I could count on one hand the 
number of  friends and acquaintances 
on social media who thought it 
appropriate to vent their spleens over 
the last few days through their social 
media channel of  choice about how 
they felt “uncomfortable” with how 
uncomfortable they felt celebrating 
Canada Day. But, unfortunately, I would 
have to have a few more sets of  hands 
and feet to innumerate them all.

And that, to me, is a rather sad state 
of  affairs.

We settlers had every reason to feel 
uncomfortable celebrating Canada Day 
as if  it was business as usual. This Canada 
Day was anything but business as usual. 
Those of  us who had some idea of  the 
horrors that went on behind the walls of  
residential schools were still grappling 
with the gut punch that the true extent 
was beyond what many of  us feared. 
Those who were content to consign 
the impacts of  residential schools to the 
scrapheap of  history had the rug pulled 
out from under them when they were 
forced to confront the reality that it is still 
very much a part of  our present, a reality 
that needs to be fully addressed by the 
Canada of  today. And those previously 
ignorant of  residential schools? Well, the 
less said the better.

There is a prevailing notion these 
days, particularly as so many seek out 
digital echo chambers, that experiencing 
discomfort is necessarily a bad thing. It’s 
not. For many, comfort can also lead to 
complacency.

Discomfort is a feeling that action of  
some kind, however small or personal it 
might seem, is necessary to right the ship 
in the hopes of  feeling that comfort once 
again.

We should all be feeling discomfort 
right now and we should all be looking 
at ways to make things right.

One
Book

One
Aurora

AURORA
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
Street art enhances our experience of a place. 

Whether it is urban graffiti, sculpture or yarn 
bombing, public art interrupts our daily routine, 
surprising and delighting passersby. This year’s 
One Book Aurora photography contest, hosted 
by The Aurora Public Library and The Auroran 
newspaper invites your photos of art in unexpected 
places.

For rules and guidelines, visit 
onebookoneaurora.com

Send submissions to brock@lpcmedia.ca
Contest deadline is 

Friday, October 1, 2021.
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Summer has arrived and like many 
of  you, I’m enjoying the sunny and 
warm weather. I’ve always said that 
Newmarket and Aurora have some of  
the most beautiful trails in the province, 
and I encourage everyone to go outside 
and explore the things that make our 
community so unique. 

Now that the Legislature has risen for 
the summer and Ontario is safely and 
gradually reopening, I have been able 
to spend more time in our community. 

Last week, I had the opportunity 
to meet with some of  our seniors at 
the drive-thru barbeque at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre.  It was great to connect 
with so many wonderful individuals and 
discuss their hopes for the near future. 
Our seniors have done a wonderful 
job supporting each other and our 
community, and it’s always a pleasure 
to see their happy faces.

I also made a trip to the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market. If  you haven’t had 
a chance to visit it yet, take some time 
to do so and enjoy the variety of  fresh 
food, unique crafts and tasty treats. 
The past year has been challenging for 
many of  our local businesses, and it’s 

important that we continue to support 
them as our community recovers from 
the impacts of  COVID-19. 

It’s great to be able to walk around 
the community and meet so many 
families and local business owners. Part 
of  the reason we can enjoy things like 
this is because of  the improvements 
we are seeing in key public health and 
health system indicators, including the 
provincewide vaccination rate. Last 
week, we reached another exciting 
milestone in our vaccine rollout with 
over five million Ontarians aged 12 and 
over fully vaccinated.  This includes 
over 40 per cent of  adults aged 18 and 
over. As of  July 6, over 15 million doses 
of  the COVID-19 vaccines have been 
administered.

I know that it has been a difficult year, 
but we know that there are brighter days 
ahead. All Ontarians aged 12 and over 
are now eligible to book an appointment 
to receive their second dose sooner, and 
we anticipate that Ontarians will benefit 
from a two-dose summer. 

Thank you to the members of  our 
community for rolling up your sleeves 
to get your shots and continuing to 

follow public health measures. Every 
dose brings us closer to the things we 
miss, such as catching up with family 
on a patio, taking personal time to get 
a haircut or enjoying a concert in the 
park with friends. 

Finally, I want to share a short 
message for the 2021 graduates in 
Newmarket and Aurora. While this 
year’s graduation may have looked 
a little different from previous years, 
that doesn’t change how incredibly 
proud you should be. Your hard work, 
determination and achievements will 
continue to shape you in the coming 
years and set you up for success. I 
encourage you to pursue your dreams, 
embrace the opportunities presented to 
you and be confident in your abilities. 
No matter what challenges you face, 
you are capable of  rising above and will 
always have a strong community ready 
to support you. Congratulations!

I look forward to seeing you in the 
community this summer.  

Should you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact my office at 905-853-9889 
or by emailing Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org.

The other day I had occasion to drive 
south of  Aurora on Yonge Street for the 
first time in months. I was surprised to 
see that there was still a large pool of  
very liquid mud underneath the railway 
bridge. Well, not all that surprised . . .

A century ago, in July of  1921, it was 
announced that the railway level crossing 
on Yonge just south of  Aurora would be 
replaced by a bridge for the train tracks 
and a subway (we would say underpass) 
for the highway and for the tracks of  the 
radial railway, the streetcar-like railway 
which ran from North Toronto to Lake 
Simcoe. The work would be completed 
in time for the 1922 summer travel 
season. 

A temporary level crossing for road 
traffic was created west of  Yonge Street. 
The radial railway already crossed the 
steam railway on an overpass east of  
Yonge (one of  the supporting piers 
can be seen in the parking lot of  the 
Thompson funeral home). 

By October of  1921 Yonge Street 
had been scooped out under the railway. 
The rail line was supported by one new 

concrete abutment and some temporary 
supports while the abutment on the 
other side was under construction.

Problems with quicksand had been 
encountered from the outset, thanks to 
artesian springs in the area. It was hoped 
that a new drainage system would be 
effective and that the subway would 
open in the summer of  1922, as planned.

A year passed. In October of  1922 
it was announced that a device which 
could shoot cement seventeen feet into 
the ground – the level at which firm 
ground could be felt under the quicksand 
– would be used to provide a sound base 
for construction.

It was time for me to do some 
travelling. I put myself  into a Grand 
Trunk train on its way north to Aurora. 
We had a long wait at the temporary 
level crossing, where a truck was stuck 
on the tracks. Another passenger said 
that there were constant problems with 
the dreadful temporary roadway. At last 
the truck was pushed over the tracks and 
our train inched ahead. The carefully 
slow crossing of  the bridge allowed me 

to look down and see the same sort of  
pool of  liquid mud that I would see 
almost a century later. At the Aurora 
station I left the train and the past. 

Back in the twenties, time moved on. 
Was the subway open for summer travel 
in 1923? No. Or in the spring of  1924? 
No.

At last: August of  1924 and 
automobiles and the radial cars were 
about to be able to glide under the 
railway. Then on the very day the tracks 
for the radial cars were to be installed 
the road suddenly caved in. Some 
all-important drainage pipes simply 
disappeared into the goo below.

With new drainage, new paving, and 
a postponement of  the installation of  
the radial railway tracks, the subway 
finally opened just a few days after this 
disaster, and three years after the work 
began.

That railway bridge was replaced 
in 1940 – a date stone survives – and 
today’s bridge dates from 2009. And 
Mother Nature has seen it all and is still 
making her presence felt.

THIS WEEK’S NEW POLL
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Senior Scape
Christina Doyle

That Sinking Feeling

The one fact that I would cry from  
every housetop is this: the Good Life  

is waiting for us-here and now.                  
                                          –B.F.Skinner

What makes a life well-lived?
Well, the definition of  happiness 

changes depending on the individual 
and their values, goals and cultural 
beliefs. 

According to Business Insider, “If  
you regularly remark about how happy, 
safe and satisfied you feel in your 
personal and professional lives, you 
most likely have a pretty high quality 
of  life.” However, for seniors, it is a 
different matter.  One of  many surveys 
completed have found that more than 
half  of  seniors have desire to be close 
to their families. They want to see their 
children and grandchildren grow up.

Another interesting point is that 
the surveys revealed that seniors felt 
their quality of  life was high and that 
they were overly optimistic about their 
health.  As it turns out, this factor alone 
ranks higher in their perceived quality 
of  life.

Dear readers, as we age and have 
long since retired, this is most important 
to enjoy your life.  You are much wiser, 
people’s opinions do not easily fluster 
you, you are much more comfortable in 
your own skin, your kids have left home 
and you have the freedom to do all the 
things you want to do.

Enjoying your life is a significant 
contributor to healthy aging.  Exercise 
and physical well-being is a great way 
to start.  Exercising lifts your spirit and 
energy levels making you feel better. 
This is because your body releases feel-
good hormones known as endorphins, 
plus it’s never too late to start.

Start slowly and then advance if  you 
can into a more challenging activity. 
Make sure you are with a friend or a 
family member to keep each other 
motivated on those lazy days. Always 
consult your doctor before joining any 
exercise program.

Here are some simple suggestions for 
living less stressfully,

• Do the best you can, whatever arises;
• Be at peace with yourself;
• Find a hobby you enjoy;
• Live in simple conditions, housing, food, 

clothing and get rid of clutter;
• Contact nature every day;
• Take physical exercise if you can through 

gardening or walking;
• Don’t worry, live one day at a time;
• Take time to wonder at life and the world, see 

some humor in life;

• Be kind to creatures;

If  we all live these suggestions every 
day, not just think about them, we 
would soon realize that the good life is 
truly here and now!

You have survived much in your life, 
dear reader, and yet here you are – alive! 
Take a deep breath and with sprinkles 
of  gratitude, make the most of  the time 
you have. Smile more and think less and 
let go of  hurts, they don’t do you any 
favors. 

May this month be a renewal of  
spirit and an awakening of  your soul, 
to live-really live your life as best as you 
can. Nothing is perfect, however, it can 
be perfect within.

CHRISTINE'S 
CHRONICLES

Christine Elliott, MPP 
Newmarket-Aurora

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is celebrating…

7-11 Day!  (July 11)
Have you found yourself eating foods that lack important vitamins and minerals? 

It’s not a new problem. This bottle of Rx 7-11 Dietary Supplement (994.5.13) 

made by the long-defunct Vitamineral Laboratories in Toronto, may have provided 

its users with those missing nutrients. 

Will a federal election 
be called before 

September?

Time Travellers 
Diary

By Jacqueline Stuart 
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CUSTOM NEW KITCHENS
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES • PERSPECTIVE DRAWINGS 

CABINET REFACING
Servicing the GTA for 30 years

NEW KITCHENS
or REFACING

W KITCTCT HENS
OFF13%
OFF13%

Display Cabinetry 
For Sale
Cash and Carry

Display Cabinetry 
For Sale
Cash and Carry

Call or email us today 
905-954-0967  •  416-479-0415  •  705-797-4853  info@cabinetmagic.ca
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Visit Our Showroom 
1100 Gorham St. Unit #20, Newmarket

� e bi� ern�   �  poor quality is remembered long a er the swe	 n�   �  a low price has faded � om memory

BUY
Canadian!

250 Harding Blvd. West, 
Suite 102A, Richmond Hill

647-360-5738

Call to schedule your appointment today!

Purchase a pair of Advanced level 
hearing aids, and get a FREE upgrade 
to Premium level technology!*

(approx. $2000 in savings)

TECHNOLOGY 
UPGRADEFREEFREE

* Some conditions apply.  See in-clinic for details.  Offer expires August 31, 2021 

Receive $200* OFF your hearing aid purchase 
when you book a complimentary hearing test 

by August 31st, 2021

St. Anne’s to welcome first Grade 9 students  
in September 2022

St. Anne’s, a new independent girls’ 
school in Aurora, will welcome its first 
Grade 9 students in September of  2022.

Instead of  beginning their secondary 
school education at St. Anne’s new 
campus built in and around a Jacobean-
style manor house on St. John’s Sideroad 
between Yonge Street and Bathurst 

Street, the first crop of  “Cygnets” will 
begin their secondary school education at 
St. Andrew’s College until their campus 
is completed and able to welcome 
students from Grades 5 through 10 the 
following year.

The school announced the new 
timelines last Wednesday, June 30, 
noting their temporary home on the St. 
Andrew’s College (SAC) campus, The 
Cygnet Centre, “will house separate 
teaching and learning spaces but allow 

Photo by Paul Mosey/Lazy P Creative

the sharing of  facilities as we work 
towards opening our permanent campus 
at 306 St. John’s Sideroad.”

St. Anne’s students will have access to 
SAC facilities “to ensure they meet their 
academic, athletic, co-curricular and 
leadership passions.”

This first crop of  students could be 
welcomed into St. Anne’s permanent 
home as early as next fall, once complete.

“There is no better time than right 
now for young women to be given 
the opportunity to participate in an 
educational experience that will be 
life-changing,” said Sabrina D’Angelo, 
Head of  St. Anne’s School (SAS), in a 
statement. “At St. Anne’s, students will 
be exposed to unique learning strategies, 
encouraged to embrace the arts, 
explore athletics, and [be] called upon 
to be leaders while developing life-long 
friendships.

“What an extraordinarily unique 
opportunity the First Cygnets will 
experience as members of  the very first 
class at SAS. What excites me the most is 
the active voices these young women will 
have in shaping the strategic framework 
of  the school. Creating a comprehensive 
plan for the future, including mission, 
vision, values, programmatic ideals, and 
cultural expectations, the First Cygnets 
will lead the way.”

Indeed, this first group of  students will 
be definitive on SAS’s future.

“When we talk about the founding of  
St. Anne’s School 100 years from now, 
we will speak of  these incredible young 
women, their defining moments and 
their connection to the development 
of  the school’s mission, principles and 
values.”

The foundation of  St. Anne’s School 
was announced by St. Andrew’s College 
last fall.

Once complete, it will be the first 
independent school for girls in York 
Region, offering day classes for more 
than 350 young women.

The St. John’s Sideroad home 

that will serve as its nerve-centre was 
previously owned by SAC parents Anne 
and Andrew Dunin and is in the heart 
of  the Shining Hill development that is 
in the northwest quadrant of  Yonge and 
St. John’s Sideroad.

The space boasts facilities that can 
lend themselves perfectly to classrooms, 
offices, a gymnasium, dining facilities, 
and outbuildings that have the potential 
to be transformed for a variety of  uses, 
including makerspaces for girls to work 
on engineering, design, robotics, coding 
and other STEAM-related areas. 

It will be a school for “exceptional 
young women and girls who welcome 
a challenge, strive for distinction, create 
community, build character, own their 
own voice, imagine the future and build 
a better world.”

“This is St. Anne’s School: a school 
with its own bold approach to girl-
centred learning that encourages the 
curiosity of  emerging scientists and 
mathletes, honours young innovators, 
inspires creative artists, elevates budding 
entrepreneurs, celebrates driven athletes 
and sharpens the voice and vision of  
young women who will lead the next 
generation,” said the school.

“There has never been a better time 
for strong, female-centred educational 
environments and likewise there has 
never been a more crucial time for 
understanding across the various divides 
of  identity. That’s why St. Anne’s and St. 
Andrew’s are setting a new gold standard 
for independent education. It is a unique 
and revolutionary arrangement: two 
distinct schools right across each other 
from Aurora – one all-girls, the other 
all-boys – in partnership but on their 
own paths, in partnership but on their 
own paths, close enough to inspire new 
perspectives and allow elasticity of  
outlook, yet far enough apart to develop 
a powerful sense of  self.”

For more on St. Anne’s School, visit www.
stannees.ca.
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WELCOME TO AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES

www.hyundaiofaurora.ca

905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora
SERVICE & PARTS • OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
7:30AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-NOON
EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS
WEDNESDAY • 7:30AM-8PM

905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora Wellington St.

Jo
hn

 W
es

t W
ay

M
ar

y 
St

.

Ba
yv

ie
w

 A
ve

.

N

◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2021 TUCSON 2.0L Essential FWD/2021 ELANTRA Essential manual with an annual lease rate of 0%/1.49%. Total lease obligation is $11,295/$10,955. Weekly lease payment of $79/$50 for a 33/48-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $0/$495 and first monthly payment 
required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,825/$1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Lease offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 
km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. †Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2021 TUCSON 2.0L Essential FWD/2021 KONA 2.0L Essential FWD models with an annual finance rate of 0%/0%. Cost of borrowing is $0/$0. Selling price is $27,549/$23,249. Weekly payments are $88/$75 for 
72/72 months. $0/$0 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include Delivery and Destination charge of $1,825/$1,825, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. 
*Finance payment shown for the 2021 TUCSON 2.0L Essential FWD includes the finance purchase credit of $500. Finance purchase credit is applied before taxes and is calculated against the vehicle’s starting price. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. ♦Price of model shown: 2021 TUCSON Ultimate AWD Magnetic Grey/2021 KONA Ultimate 
AWD Pulse Red/2021 ELANTRA Ultimate Intense Blue with Tech package is $40,257/$34,457/$30,357. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,825/$1,825/$1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. ◊†*♦Offers 
available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit 
www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions. ±Certain restrictions apply. Customers must present their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase 
to receive special price discount off their purchase. Program subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com/military or see dealer for complete details. ™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks 
and trade names are the property of their respective owners. 

Additional information:

•  Dealers may charge additional fees for administration of up to $499. 
Charges may vary by dealer.

•  Active and veteran military personnel receive up to $750 in price adjustments±. 
Visit hyundaicanada.com/military

hyundaicanada.com

on select models 

Lease◊ or finance† from

0 %

Example selling price of $27,549 on the 2.0L Essential FWD

finance
purchase credit*Plus get a $500

2021 TUCSON

months† on all 2021 TUCSON models

Get

financing 

0% 72
for

Standard key features include:

•  Lane Departure Warning with Lane Keeping Assist

•   7.0" touch-screen display with Apple CarPlayTM

and Android AutoTM

Example selling price of $23,249 on the 2.0L Essential FWD

2021 KONA

months† on all 2021 KONA models

Get

financing 

0% 72
for

Standard key features include:

•  Roof side rails

•  7.0" touch-screen display with Apple CarPlayTM

and Android AutoTM

2021 ELANTRA

for 48 months 
with $495 down◊

Lease the Essential manual for: 

weekly

$ 50 at 1.49%

Standard key features include:

•  Rearview camera with dynamic guidelines

•   8.0" touch-screen display with Apple CarPlayTM

and Android AutoTM

Ultimate model shown ♦ Ultimate model shown ♦ Ultimate model with Tech package shown ♦

MEET “KONA” OUR CUSTOMER
 CARE AMBASSADOR

sales event

Shift into

drive
Hurry, offers end August 3!

Ensemble Made in Canada’s latest nets another  
Juno win for Aurora’s Norbert Kraft

Canada is a cultural mosaic, something 
that has been immortalized in visual art, 
poetry and on our screens. But it has also 
been immortalized in music, including by 
Ensemble Made in Canada through their 
latest album, Mosaique.

Mosaique, which is the culmination 
of  the ensemble’s project of  the same 
name, brings together 14 separate 
Canadian composers of  all backgrounds 
representing Canada’s different provinces, 
territories and regions, who were each 
tasked with penning something “distinctly 
representative” of  their region. 

This landed Ensemble Made in Canada 
the 2021 Juno Award for Classical Album 
of  the Year (Solo or Chamber) – and 
another win for producer Norbert Kraft.

“Thank you to The Juno Awards for 
this incredible honour and our 14 amazing 
composers, whose music brought this 
project to life,” said the group. “Thank 
you to our producer/engineer Norbert 
Kraft, our graphic designer Marc Lafoy, 
Western University, Chamber Factory, the 
Canadian Music Centre, Factor, Canada 
Council for the Arts, Ontario Council and 
Toronto Arts Council – and to Virginia 
Atkin and all the individual donors and 
presenters that made this possible, as well 
as to our families – we are so grateful,” 
said pianist Angela Park, who is joined in 
Ensemble by violinist Elissa Lee, violaist 
Sharon Wei, and celloist Trey Lee.”

Mr. Kraft, a long-time resident of  
Aurora, says he knew as soon as the tracks 
started to be recorded at CBC’s Glenn 
Gould Studio in Toronto that he was 
working on a very special project.

“Ensemble Made in Canada is four 
female musicians who are, in their own 
individual rights, wonderful players,” 
says Mr. Kraft. “As a group, they played 
traditional repertoire by standard 
composers, but as a project they undertook 

this initiative commissioning 14 separate 
Canadian composers… to do something 
quite distinctly representative of  a 
particular region.

“It is a huge diversity of  styles ranging 
from very atonal and contemporary-
sounding music, right down to the folksy. It 
is really accessible and eye-opening music 
– really fantastic stuff.”

Once the project was completed, 
Ensemble Made in Canada took their 
album on tour, incorporating visual 
elements into the show depending on their 
venue or the landscape in which they were 
playing.

“I kept nudging them saying it was time 
to record this before you forget to play, 
so it finally came about,” he says. “They 
got the granting, had lots of  support both 
individually and [from] corporate and 
government support, to do a magnificent 
recording and that is what this is. The 
recording experience was wonderful. We 

set aside four days, which is somewhat 
generous, but given the complexity of  the 
nature of  the music, it was not too much 
time at all. We had time to do lots of  detail.

“They are not just four musicians that 
get together now and again. These people 
are so well-knitted together and seeking 
the same musical directions at every 
moment so every moment has something 
to say. There are classical musicians who 
are really great players technically and it 
is really great to see how they execute the 
piece, then there are others who where 
every moment, every phrase, every little 
thing has some kind of  spark or direction 
to it and it pulls you in as a listener. That is 
what these women have. It is thoroughly 
engaging, always. 

“It was evident to me that this was not 
only a special project, especially from a 
diversity standpoint, but most of  them 
represented so many different aspects of  
musical styles that, in a sense, it almost 

sums up the 20th century of  serious music. 
It’s like a little encyclopedia of  what serious 
music has gone through in the past 120 
years.”

With their first Juno win in hand, Mr. 
Kraft says he is excited for what the future 
holds for Ensemble Made in Canada, and 
says the accolade will only propel the group 
towards greater success.

“It’s an affirmation of  the incredible 
work they have done,” he says. “It is 
incredibly difficult music for them to play. 
Contemporary music is not often the kind 
of  thing that can be easily programmed, 
but because of  this award I think many, 
many sponsors will want to hear the whole 
group and they will be touring with this 
actual show, which is so meaningful, which 
has been so much work not only from the 
composers but the players themselves.”

For more on Ensemble Made in Canada, visit 
www.ensemblemadeincanada.com.

Ensemble Made in Canada’s new Juno-winning album, Mosaique, was produced by Aurora’s Norbert Kraft. 
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Getting  
Things Done
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Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

A VIRTUAL HUB

Social Media Marketing | Website Design/Paid Ads
Email Marketing | Financial Support

Strategic Planning

Are you a local business owner
looking for help with digital

marketing, finances or
strategy?

Created by Sponsored by

CHECK OUT

Instructional videos
curated by York University
Success tip videos from
local business leaders
Drop-in & Ask An Expert
Virtual Sessions
An opportunity to enroll in
Foundations  Certificate in
Business Management
offered by York University
(a $2000 value)

FEATURING

ALL AT NO COST TO BUSINESS OWNERS

Join us for our first 

Register now at:
www.acceleratebusinessrecovery.ca

In Partnership with

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © 2019 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 19_90409_H7L_005

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

How much 
are you paying 
for financial advice? 

As an investor, it’s important that the services you receive 
are worth the fees you pay.  Ask yourself: 

•  Do I know what I pay for investment advice?  
•  Am I getting good value?  
•  Do I understand how my advisor is compensated? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above,  
contact Brendan Black today for a complimentary second 
opinion on your portfolio.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON L4G 1N1

Council discussed 
and finalized the 
renaming of  the 
most exciting project 
this Town has ever 
had.

E f f e c t i v e 
immediately, the 
Library Square 
project, the 
centerpiece of  the Town’s ambitious 
downtown revitalization plan, will 
now be known as Aurora Town 
Square. The new name, following an 
extensive public engagement process, 
was carefully chosen to reflect an age-
old desire for communities to share a 
space of  belonging and celebration.

As I have said before, I believe 
Aurora Town Square is the perfect 
name for the reimagined Library 
Square.

It speaks to what it is – the heart of  
a revitalized downtown core, a focal 
point for community gatherings in this 
great Town of  ours.

Aurora Town Square is a name 
that speaks to the small-town charm 
our community has but with big 
city amenities such as those that the 
Square will provide. It will be at the 
centre hub of  future growth as our 
downtown core continues to revitalize.

Officially opening in 2022, Aurora 
Town Square will feature outdoor 
and indoor cultural spaces that offer 
unlimited possibilities:

A vibrant, 
29,000-square-foot 
outdoor community 
space animated by a 
skating track in winter 
that can be turned 
into a water feature 
in the summer, 
an amphitheatre/
performance space, 

art installations spaces, community 
event space, and an enclosed bridge 
between the Library and the Church 
Street School addition.

A spectacular 23,000-square-foot 
addition to the beloved Church Street 
School facility will feature a flexible 
performance hall with seating for up 
to 250 patrons in theatre-style and 
new multi-purpose arts programming 
spaces.

Some major updates including a 
new entrance and other new public 
spaces at the Aurora Public Library, 
which will make it even more 
accessible, and user-friendly.

It will become the new place to 
be for Aurora residents and visitors 
alike to enjoy the arts, theatre, music, 
community events and activities all 
year around and to enjoy the company 
of  fellow Aurorans!

If  you have any questions about this 
update, please contact me by email tmrakas@
aurora.ca or by phone 905-727-3123 ext. 
4746.

Why Aurora? Businesses 
leaders set to make pitch 
for – and to – community

Aurora is a community where many 
business leaders live, work and play.

Some have brought their businesses 
here to grow, while others make Aurora 
their base for work further afield.

Whatever their story, prominent 
business owners will be asked to share their 
stories about why they planted personal 
and business roots in Aurora as part of  a 
plan to make the Town a draw for others.

Council has approved a plan 
spearheaded by the Aurora Economic 
Development Board to produce a series of  
videos with business leaders pitching the 
Town as a place to live, work and play.

The project will be funded with a budget 
of  $20,000 from reserves initially set aside 
for the Town’s Community Improvement 
Plan.

“The marketing campaign proposal 
is designed to engage resident business 
leaders and share their message about 
‘Why Aurora’ as a place to live, work 
and play,” said Lisa Hausz, Manager of  
Economic Development and Policy for 
the Town, in a report to Council last week. 
“The proposed video and social marketing 
campaign are described as an innovative 
style of  conversation with resident business 
leaders in a variety of  business sectors, 
who all reside in Aurora. The intent is to 
capture unique stories of  those residents 
that have started and/or are a growing 
business in Aurora, as well as capturing 
interesting perspectives of  business success 
from resident experts in their respective 
field of  work.

“Both categories of  residents (living in 
Aurora and doing business in Aurora, or 
living in Town and working elsewhere) will 
be selected and invited by the committee to 
share their view of  ‘Why Aurora’ as a place 
where other innovators, entrepreneurs and 
thought leaders can connect and grow.”

Council, sitting at the Committee 
level on June 15, gave the tentative green 
light to the plan, but sought assurances 
that approving the budget from a nearly-
defunct reserve would not lead to any 
duplication of  work already being carried 
out by the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce, 
the Downtown Aurora BIA, and other like 
organizations.

“I just don’t want to…make it seem 

like we’re doing the same thing,” said 
Councillor Rachel Gilliland.

In response, Ms. Hausz said what is 
intended is a “unique project” that will not 
be duplicating other areas of  work. The 
only place where there might be cross-over 
is the sectors that are being targeted.

“This connects with those business 
leaders they have identified to build those 
relationships and grow that network,” she 
said. “We are looking for a number of  
our business leaders who have a unique 
story, that would be a mix of  businesses… 
people who have started their business 
and grown it here from Day One; other 
businesses who have moved here; business 
leaders who gather roots and grew from 
there in the last 40 years or so; immigrant 
business owners; female business owners… 
a real mix and collection of  people. Those 
are the unique stories we want to get out.

“We want to get those stories about 
why they have selected the Town, what 
is unique, and what recommendations 
they would give to other business leaders 
in looking at Aurora for their business 
location.”

From the perspective of  Councillor 
Michael Thompson, going down this path 
would underscore the issues that matter.

“I love the concept; identifying these 
stories helps you pick out what matters most 
to business owners and leaders in being 
able to relay those stories to everyone,” he 
said. “It helps resonate and I think it is a 
different tact than what we have taken in 
the past. Instead of  just facts, figures and 
numbers, and so forth. I am optimistic 
about the program and supportive of  it.”

So too was Councillor Harold Kim who 
said the Town and Council has “come a 
long way” in the last few years in terms of  
economic development and marketing the 
Town to others.

“If  you look at previous packages Aurora 
had to give out to potential businesses who 
wish to expand in Aurora, it was really 
just one little pamphlet that gives you the 
demographics of  Aurora – that we have an 
educated population, it talks about taxes 
and things of  that nature – but what we’re 
doing here is more than just a pamphlet. 
It is more than just a one-time marketing 
opportunity. This is something we can 
use for years and years that can be the 
foundation of  something larger.”

Council approved the plan 6 – 1 with 
Councillor John Gallo the opposing vote.

The Aurora Branch of the Royal 
Canadian Legion marked Canada Day 
by, in addition to a lunch, playing 
an Indigenous version of O Canada 
and lowering the flag, honouring 
the individuals whose remains have 
recently been found in unmarked 
graves on the grounds of residential 

schools.

Auroran photo  
by Brock Weir
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After its first screening was scrapped due to rain, Aurora kicked off its Drive-In Movie season with a “new” film – Aliens in the Attic – and a new location on Saturday evening. Welcoming ticket-holders to 
the makeshift cinema at the parking lot of Desjardins Insurance were (top left) Mayor Tom Mrakas and Wayne of Desjardins. (Top right) Yi, Zuna, Quin and Chloe arrive to enjoy the show. As did (bottom left) 
Winston, Winnie and Edwin. Checking people in were (bottom right) Andrea and (centre) Ava. The next film, the title of which will be announced Friday, will take place on July 17 and you can reserve your 
spot at aurora.ca/moviesinthepark.                                      Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES
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Making 
a Happy 
Homeowner 
is my 
primary goal.

Roya Doosti Khah
Mortgage Specialist GTA

 647-615-1643    Roya.Doostikhah@bmo.com ®/™ Trademarks of Bank of Montreal. 

• 130-Day Mortgage Rate Guarantee
• Pre-Construction Mortgage
• New Purchase
• Refinance
•  Newcomer and  

Non-Resident Mortgage
• Homeowner ReadiLine®

Foundations set at Town Square as governance solidifies

As the concrete foundations of  Aurora 
Town Square solidify, so too does the future 
governance and operations of  the gathering 
space formerly known as Library Square.

Council has approved the latest 
governance update on the $60 million 
redevelopment project, one which outlines 
responsibilities on booking the facility, 
which is set to include a 200-seat black box 
theatre, and collaboration on IT services 
across the Aurora Cultural Centre, Aurora 
Public Library, Aurora Museum and 
Archives, and other community groups 
that will call the area home.

Council last year approved a not-for-
profit/hybrid model for Town Square 
and, following that decision, three working 
groups were formed with Town staff  and 
representatives from the Library and 
Cultural Centre to “develop strategies and 
build consensus regarding the optimal 
delivery of  programming” within the 
finished product,” said Project Manager 
Phil Rose.

Council later approved a number of  
guiding principles to steer this collaboration 
forward, including an agreement that 
program and service delivery “is a shared 
responsibility that can be understood as a 
pathway and a continuum; that partners 
work together to design engaging programs 
for people of  all ages and abilities; that 

each stakeholder brings expertise and 
experience to the table; and an ongoing 
need to collaborate.

The latest step is an agreement that 
bringing IT services together for all partners 
in the Town Square project will foster 
collaboration and increase efficiencies 
across the board.

“Given the importance of  this project, 
it is vital that the Town provide integrated 
technology across the entire complex so 
that visitors can take advantage of  an 
accessible Wi-Fi no matter what space they 
are in,” said Mr. Rose. “Moreover, each 
of  the meeting and programming rooms 
available to the Town, stakeholders, and 
user groups should provide common A/V 
hardware and software and unified access, 
and a single support contact. 

“An integrated approach to technology 
will result in enhanced customer 
service, operational efficiency and staff  
productivity.”

While Council was supportive of  
the move, there was still room for more 
information, according to Councillor 
Michael Thompson, who said the report 
before them was “a little bit light” on how 
the proposal would result in cost saving.

“The intent here is to be in a position 
to support one unified network across 
the entire complex,” replied CAO Doug 
Nadorozny. “The Cultural Centre basically 
contracted out, for lack of  a better term, 
their IT to our IT department to achieve 
that same kind of  synergy and to enable us 

to support one network as opposed to two 
separate ones for the Cultural Centre. 

“When we look at the expanded 
Complex, there are a number of  systems 
that have been on independent networks 
in the past and we are certainly looking 
to make sure that’s an all-in-one network 
as we look to manage the entire complex: 
our security systems, our HVAC control 
systems, other pieces of  technology that 
we use. Some are on the Library network, 
others were on the Town network and 
the intent is to standardize those as well. 
In terms of  cost savings, we haven’t really 
got to that level of  detail. We would expect 
to do a service level agreement with the 
Library in this case and look at which 
savings we could potentially take over 
from the Library on their behalf  and what 
services they would want to maintain on 
their own… Some of  the other technology 
will be less expensive to support would be 
if  all the meeting rooms were on the same 
platform. When we set up for presentations 
and perhaps conference-type use when 
there are breakouts into four different 
meeting rooms, it would be much more 
advantageous to have all of  those meeting 
rooms running on the same network.”

Despite some lingering questions, 
Councillor Rachel Gilliland said she 
reached out to both the Library and 
the Cultural Centre each of  which 

offered their support, particularly of  new 
measures on how facilities will be booked.

The plan approved by Council will 
see facility bookings for the entire Town 
Square complex done through Town Hall 
rather through each partner individually.

“Throughout the governance review 
process, a common message has been 
that the Town should obtain a degree of  
control over various aspects of  the day-to-
day operations,” said Mr. Rose. “Another 
prevailing message has been that as the 
Town collaborates with stakeholders to 
implement the not-for-profit/municipal 
hybrid model, any duplication of  services 
must be addressed.”

Benefits of  this approach to have the 
Town book all facilities excluding meeting 
rooms adjoining the Library include, he 
said, reducing the potential for confusion 
and duplication and could also allow the 
Town to offset the final price tag of  Town 
Square through booking revenue.

Existing programs and services 
currently provided by the Library and 
Cultural Centre will be accommodated, 
he notes.

“They were really happy to see that part 
in the report and hopefully this will create 
a very seamless booking experience and 
make it consistent throughout for not only 
programming but also for the pricing,” 
said Councillor Gilliland.

Work continued on Aurora Town Square last week with the pouring of concrete. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.
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York Foot Orthotics and Bracing
14 Wellington Street East, Suite 4, Aurora  905-841-3838  ⎜ 

deanmwoodcock@gmail.com

specializing inYork Foot Orthotics & Bracing
FOOT PAIN/KNEE PAIN

• Custom Orthotics 
• Custom Knee Braces
• Ankle Braces

FAST 
TURNAROUND 

in 3 days if needed. 

as an essential medical 
service; I am here to help 

you!  All Covid safety 
measures are in place

WE ARE STILL 
OPEN

Four ‘Try Me’ 
Multisport events 
in collaboration 
with local sports 

organizations!
Focusing on recreational 

(non-competitive) 
sport and fundamental 

sporting skills.

For more info:
sportaurora.ca

Like us • Follow us FOR
AGES

6+

No equipment to 
purchase

No long-term
commitments

No pressure,
just fun!

Note: Sport Aurora will only 
proceed with advice from York 

Region Public Health

November 13th:
Morning: 9:00am-12:00pm

(3 sports)
Afternoon: 12:30pm-3:30pm

(3 sports)
Where: Location to be

announced

Try out a WIDE VARIETY of Sports
Visit bit.ly/all-sport-one-day to find out more!

Registration
is FREE

    Where
Sport Matters

Sport Aurora complies with all Public Health 
protocols to ensure sport is safe!

To register: bit.ly/all-sport-one-day

Thank you to
Storm

Volleyball
for their

generous
donation!

August 14th:
Morning: 9:00am-12:00pm

(3 sports)
Afternoon: 12:30pm-3:30pm

(3 sports)
Where: Aurora Family 

Leisure Complex

October 9th:
Morning: 9:00am-12:00pm

(3 sports)
Afternoon: 12:30pm-3:30pm

(3 sports)
Where: St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Catholic High School

Registration opens
JULY 14th!

All Kids Can Play receives $1,350 in community donations

By Robert Belardi 

You know what they say about 
generosity? 

It permeates within communities. 
It creates unity. It releases feel-good 
chemicals in the human brain. It bolsters 
the idea that in a community there are 
more fortunate people that can make a 
difference. 

If  making a difference is what it is all 
about, it most certainly speaks volumes 
when funds are provided to a vanguard 
that distributes it equally and provides the 
outlet for those who cannot do it on their 
own.

Cue in Sport Aurora, as the Town’s 
vanguard and cue the children part of  
families who are unable to enroll their 
beloveds into recreational sport. 

Since Sport Aurora began in 2012, the 
numbers most certainly paint a colourful 
story.

The All Kids Can Play program has 
received $70,000 in donations from 
citizens, businesses and corporations in 
the Town and over 259 children have had 
the pleasure to lay their itching feet on to 
green grass, the ice rink or the hard court. 

Recently, and throughout a period full 
of  trepidation and anxiety, AKCP received 

$1,350 from two sources to support the 
program. 

Just as Ontario continues to show 
flashes of  opening up and moving towards 
some sort of  normalcy in the near future, 
it is hoped this will assist many children 
this summer and into the winter season. 

Players and parents from the Aurora 
Tigers and other local teams led by Tracy 
Powers helped raise $850 dollars. 

“Thank you, Tracy and to the team of  
dedicated parents who have contributed 
to making the program thrive and helping 
our athletes get back to the sports they 
love,” said Laurie Mueller, Executive 
Director of  Sport Aurora, in a statement.

Along with Powers, a $500 dollar 
donation was made by the Athletic 
Council at Dr. G.W Williams Secondary 
School on Dunning Avenue. The council 
of  students raised the money by using 
online platforms, initiatives and challenges. 

“Their idea was to find a (local) 
organization that provides for kids who 
can’t typically participate. What we would 
have spent on a plaque for each of  the 
kids at an athletic banquet, let’s put that 
money towards a donation for All Kids 
Can Play,” explained Natalia Mann, 
physical education teacher Williams in a 

Aurora making its mark at the 
Maple Leaf Junior Golf Tour

By Robert Belardi 

Three Aurora junior golfers 
participated in the first tournament of  
the season on the Maple Leaf  Junior 
Golf  Tour’s Mini Tour last week at 
Turnberry Golf  Club in Brampton. 

This competition featured six age 
divisions of  boys and girls from 8U all 
the way up to 12-years- old. 

Representing the 8U division was 
none other than Aurora native Kingston 
MacPherson and the youngster didn’t 
disappoint. 

MacPherson took home first place 
in his division shooting a 68 – 12 shots 
over par. 

He finished 11 shots better than 
second place finisher Caleb Kennedy 
who scored a 79. 

This isn’t MacPherson’s first rodeo 
taking home the top prize in his Mini 
Tour career. Last August, MacPherson 
took home first place at Wyndance 
Golf  Club in Uxbridge. 

In the girls’ division of  the same age 
group, Aurora native Angelina Chang 
finished on the podium, finishing three 
shots behind Toronto native Soleil 
Lindholm, who shot 91. 

The final Aurora native who finished 
one-shot shy of  a podium position 
in the Boys 11-12 division was Luke 
Deplaedt. 

Deplaedt, who scored a 73 in his 
round, recorded a +17 on the day. His 
best highlight was on the par three on 
the seventh hole. Deplaedt recorded his 
only birdie. 

Players will be reporting to Turnberry 
Continued on page 19

statement. 
For those who are interested or for 

patrons who know of  anyone interested 

you may head to Sport Aurora’s website to 
donate or you may contact Mueller directly 
at executive.director@sportaurora.ca 

Contributed photos
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Direct: 905-895-6886
marioncarcone@gmail.com

Sales Representative

“Experience isn’t expensive. It’s priceless”

MARION L CARCONE

Northwest Aurora Home

Coveted Tree-Lined Street

Backing On Greenspace

Celebrating 30 Years of Real Estate Service Excellence

MARION L CARCONE
Sales Representative

Experience isn’t expensive. It’s priceless.

Office: 905-726-8558 Direct: 905-895-6886
MarionLCarcone.com marioncarcone@gmail.com

Beautiful 1421 sq ft corner unit! Filled with
natural light. Spacious living/dining area. 2
bdrms, 2 full baths. New laminate floors.
Central Aurora location. Offered at $684,900.

Spacious open concept living & family rooms
with hardwood floors. Spacious eat-in kitchen
walks out to deck & south facing yard.
Walkout lower level. Offered at $929,900.

Spectacular N/W Aurora home with spacious,
cook’s kitchen and large deck for entertaining.
4 bdrms, 2 1/2 baths (all redone). Private yard
with hot tub . Offered at $1,249,900.

Stunning home on tranquil crescent. Large pie-
shaped lot with in-ground pool and profes-
sional landscaping. New designer kitchen.
Gleaming hardwood. Offered at $1,199,900.

‘Highland Green’

Office: 905-726-8558
marionlcarcone.com

Immaculate, one-of-a-kind townhouse on quiet court. New custom eat-
in kitchen w/ upgraded appliances. Stunning engineered hardwood. 
Crown mouldings.Walk to shops and GO train. Offered at $649,900.

Spacious and sensational end unit townhome on quiet crescent backing 
on gated park. Special touches and upgrades throughout. Hardwood 
flooring, wainscotting and extensive pot lighting. Offered at $699,900.

Spectacular 3+1 bedroom home with upgraded kitchen, spacious living room 
with corner fireplace & entertainment centre. Laminate flrs, California shutters, 
finished lower with games room and 4th bedroom.     Offered at $799,900.

Aurora Court Townhome

Luxury Newmarket Townhome

Stunning 3 bedroom, 3 bath Aurora home that has been renovated top to 
bottom. Brand new appliances, top of the line laminate flooring. Main floor 
family room walks out to private covered deck.       Offered at $849,900.

Quiet Cul-De-Sac Semi

End Unit Newmarket Townhome

Celebrating 32 Years of Real Estate Service Excellence

at the Church Street School temporarily 
closed not only due to the pandemic but 
ongoing construction related to Aurora 
Town Square, will take the show on the 
road with a series of  surprise pop-up 
concerts throughout the community.

The series was inspired, in part, by 
musicians coming together to perform 
live for people waiting for their turn at 
mass vaccination centres in New York 
City.

“The idea for them in New York was 
to be playing for a half-hour or so in a 
vaccination clinic and then allow other 
artists to come in and do the same,” says 
Suzanne Haines, Executive Director 
of  the Aurora Cultural Centre, noting 
the idea was first pitched to her by 
Communications & Events Manager 
Jane Taylor. “We reached out to York 
Region Public Health and there was 
some real concern about adding people 
to vaccination clinics who didn’t need 
to be there, I completely understand 
it, so we started to think about who in 
our community has been most deeply 
affected by this pandemic? We already 
have connections with our long-term 
care facilities, so we reached out to them 
and asked, ‘How would you feel  about 
musicians being outside your venue, 
playing music?’ They have just been so 
affected by this pandemic and there was 
a real surge of  warmth and welcoming 
around the idea and we all recognized 

that we needed to wait until there was 
an opportunity.

“At the same time, we were thinking 
about where else we could be. Because 
the Centre is closed and under 
construction, our whole intention and 
strategic direction over the two years 
we were not going to be in the building 
was to be all around Town and try and 
generate an audience and really help 
them understand who we are.”

Integral in making this idea a reality 

is Kalasian Kalaichelvan, who recently 
joined the Aurora Cultural Centre team 
as Producer for the Aurora Pops Up 
program.

“We wanted the program to reflect 
the diverse and changing landscape 
of  Aurora,” says Mr. Kalaichelvan. 
“Aurora is a fast-growing community 
and a fast-changing community. We’re 
looking at a pool of  a broad range of  
emerging and established artists based 
around the GTA with very diverse 
practices in music and movement that 
usually you’re not seeing in theatres or 
large-scale wealth resource places. The 
question we keep going back to is how 
can we empower the brilliant artists 
of  our community and revitalize the 
relationship between the public and the 
artist – because that is a relationship 
that has been challenged, tested and 
unsettled in so many ways over the 
last year. There are just so many 
interesting [questions] about what 
does programming mean? What does 
staging mean? How do we find new 
ways to present art that intersects with 
the way people need? How do we bring 
art to public spaces? More importantly, 
how do these everyday spaces – street 
corners, outdoor dining patios, parks – 
become cultural hubs of  their Town?

“What’s really exciting about what 
we’re doing right now is the model we’re 
developing for performance experiences 
can also provide a roadmap for the 
broader re-entry into the performing 
arts for York Region.”

To keep building on the excitement, 
the Cultural Centre is not giving the 
slightest hint on where these pop-ups 
might take place. You might see one at 

Town Park during the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market, or at Machell’s Alley near 
Yonge and Wellington, at your favourite 
neighbourhood patio, adjacent to your 
nearest retirement residence and maybe 
even outside your office window. What 
you will know, however, is a bit about 
the artists. All you need to do is keep 
your eyes peeled.

“A big part of  this is we want audiences 
to start learning about the artists 
themselves,” says Mr. Kalaichelvan. 
“Over the course of  publicizing these 
concerts, while we may not be giving 
away the location and the time, we 
will be teasing the artists and the work 
they do. A big goal with this is how 
can we expand the kind of  art we’re 
presenting and the kind of  art forms 
we’re shedding a light on – and how we 
can also [engage] audiences with things 
they haven’t seen or heard before.

“You can expect a lot of  artist 
engagement with our social media 
platforms and a lot of  the collateral that 
comes with that, being mindful again of  
public health standards and keeping the 
surprise element of  it is a big part, for 
sure.”

Adds Ms. Haines: “We continue to 
find ways to connect with the community 
and I am thrilled this is a live action we 
can take. It feels like a long time coming 
and there is a real sense of  waiting for 
something like this. If  there are any 
artists who would like to be a part of  
it, please join us. We are delighted the 
community is responsive and interested 
in this, and we look forward to getting 
to know new people where they are.”

For more, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

Culture coming to a corner near you! – Centre launches  
pop-up performance series

Kalaisan Kalaichelvan has recently been appointed by the Aurora Cultural Centre as producer of their upcoming Aurora Pops Up! series. 

Photo courtesy of the Aurora Cultural Centre
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A member of Kreston International  |  A global network of independent accounting firms 

krestongta.com | 905.713.1173 | 66 Wellington Street East, Aurora, Ontario

Serving Aurora businesses 
for over 20 years

- Corporate year end taxes 

- Financial statement preparation 

- Accounting and bookkeeping 

- Business and personal tax planning 

- Personal tax preparation 

- US tax preparation

- Estate planning

To set up a free consultation, 
please call or email us: info@krestongta.com

Kreston GTA, Chartered Professional Accountants 

905.727.4258 
www.tholiver.com 

 

On Sale! 

Garbage bag tags could cost residents $5 apiece

An Aurora-wide bag tag program 
for waste collection could be ready 
to launch as early as January.

That is the timeline being eyed by 
Council this week, along with a price 
of  $5 per tag.

Should the dates and costs of  the 
program be accepted by lawmakers, 
single family dwellings and secondary 
dwelling units will be allowed up to 
three garbage bags without tags and 
three additional bags with tags for a 
maximum of  six come January 1.

The bag tag program was last 
before Council on February 23, 
leading to a request for further 
information before the final 
ratification of  the new system. 

“Fewer complaints and positive 
feedback from residents suggest 
impacts of  three-bag limit collection 
are acceptable and solid waste going 
into landfill has been reduced,” said 
Jim Tree, Acting Manager of  Public 
Works, in a report to Council this 
week.

“Aurora’s waste collection 
contractor was instructed to 
discontinue collection of  more 

than three garbage containers/
bags commencing January 1, 2021, 
and as of  March 1 we received an 
additional 60 calls which included 
12 complaints with the new limits 
and 12 requests for additional waste 
to be collected that had been left by 
the collection contractor. It became 
apparent that the effort put forth 
to educate and notify our residents 
had resulted in fewer complaints 
and a significant rate of  78 per cent 
compliance was observed by our 
staff.

“This compliance rate was based 
on the results of  a formal audit of  
2,684 households prior to and again 
following the implementation of  the 
three-bag limit during the month of  
January. Since the three-bag limit 
remains in effect and the number of  
calls and complaints have plateaued, 
this would indicate that the impacts 
associated with limiting the amount 
of  waste per household are generally 
acceptable.”

As far as waste collection goes, 
Mr. Tree said that waste collection 
between January and March of  this 
year was down by 393 metric tonnes 
compared to the same time period as 
the year before, resulting in a savings 
of  $37,278. Between January and 

May of  2020, approximately 2,776 
tonnes of  waste were collected. 
Between the same months in 2021, 
this was reduced to 2,382.72 tonnes.

“This is a positive trend that we will 
continue to monitor and we remain 
confident that with further education 
and communication, reductions will 
continue to be realized,” he said. 

Pending Council’s approval, 
Aurora is currently the only one of  
York Region’s Northern Six (N6) 
municipalities that does not offer a 
bag tag program. Other communities 
within the N6 are Newmarket, 
King, Whitchurch-Stouffville, East 
Gwillimbury and Georgina.

East Gwillimbury, for instance, 
sells their tags for $2 with a limit 
of  up to three tagged bags for a 
maximum of  five. Georgina’s buck-
per-tag program allows up to four 
items with a maximum of  five. King 
Township sells their regular tags at 
$10 per five tags, while Newmarket 
sets their price at $15 for a package 
of  five and Georgina for a toonie 
apiece.

Mr. Tree’s report notes that Aurora 
is currently the highest contributor 
per capita on solid waste amongst all 
of  the N6 municipalities with lack 
of  enforcement of  waste programs 

citied as a “major contributor” to 
this distinction.

Should the program be approved 
by Council this week, the process of  
getting things in place will begin in 
September with enforcement kicking 
in with the New Year.

It won’t be all smooth sailing, 
however, with secondary suites 
such as basement apartments an 
outstanding concern.

“A significant challenge to date is 
managing the waste collection limits 
per dwelling unit is the residential 
dwelling where there are multiple 
apartments within a single home,” 
said Mr. Tree. “Further challenges 
arise when the non-registered 
apartment units enter the picture. 
To date, staff  have identified 319 
registered legal apartments within 
residential homes in Aurora. We have 
been in contact with many of  the 
property owners to advise them as 
well as their tenants on how to place 
their waste at the curb. Additionally, 
our waste collection contractor 
has been provided with the list of  
multi-residential addresses and the 
contractor has been cooperative 
in ensuring that the waste being 
collected from these locations follows 
the limits.”

The boardwalk on the southwest 
corner of  Yonge Street and St. 
John’s Sideroad has been an enticing 
visual for residents for months – and 
residents will soon be able to set foot 
on it.

The trail link, which passes 
through portions of  St. Andrew’s 
College and Willow Farm, now 
owned by the independent school, 
and connecting to other parts of  
the local trail system, including the 
Nokiidaa, is set to open this month. 

Just a few finishing touches stand 
in the way of  the boardwalk and the 
most avid trail users.

The trail extension in question 
has been in the works for more than 
a decade, starting with an easement 
when the property was owned by 
Kwik Kopy. Although construction 
of  the boardwalk itself  was largely 
completed early this past spring, a 
delay in some building materials has 
kept it under wraps.

“We had some issues with regards 
to the supply of  material,” said 
Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of  
Operations. “At the corner of  Yonge 
and St. John’s, there’s a guardrail 
that needs to be installed and we’re 
having difficulty in obtaining that. 

I believe that is going to be secured 
fairly soon. We also have a gate that 
we need to install going into the 
St. Andrew’s property prior to it 
opening it up to the public… and 
we’re probably looking at a July 
opening.”

Other outstanding work includes 
signage closest to St. Andrew’s, 
but Mr. Downey said that delay 
will not impact the opening of  the 
boardwalk.

“We want to get the boardwalk 
open but we can’t do it until we 
secure the public going into the 
St. Andrew’s property and, of  
course, making sure it is safe with 
the guardrail. It looks great and I 
appreciate people wanting to walk 
on it.”

A prominent proponent of  the trail 
link has been local advocate Klaus 
Wehrenberg. When the boardwalk 
was last up before Council on June 
22, Mayor Tom Mrakas paid tribute 
to Mr. Wehrenberg’s tenacity.

“It looks absolutely stunning, 
so kudos on Klaus for pushing for 
that,” said Mayor Mrakas. “He kept 
pushing for it and some people didn’t 
want it.”

Added Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner: “It is really such a big 
story that also involves maybe losing 
funding if  we didn’t do it on time. It 
is good to see it in place.”

St. Andrew’s College trail  
expected to open this month

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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CANADA DAY
commemorated across Aurora

It was still a little bit of a different kind of Canada Day than we’re used to, but there was certainly a 

greater degree of normalcy in the air as the Town marked Canada Day both with in-person and virtual 

events. The day started off at Town Park with a special Aurora Farmers’ Market, which included tile-

painting, the results of which will form a future mosaic. Taking part in the fun were (top row) Natasha, 

Mark, Arianna, and Adrianna; Abigail, Avery and Nate; (second row) Lisa, Paul and dog Lando; and 

Aaliyah and Mike. (Third Row) Newmarket-Aurora MPP Christine Elliott settles in to create her mosaic 

tile. Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MPP Michael Parsa meets vendor Filomina. (Fourth Row) Mayor 

Tom Mrakas chats with Marilyn, Alex, Mia, Susan and Lynda who brought a special “Canada’s Birthday 

Town” flag with them. Alex and Anna flex their creative muscles at the mosaic painting. (Fifth Row, 

Left) MPP Christine Elliott meets residents Don and Henrik at a drive-thru lunch hosted by the Aurora 

Seniors’ Centre. (Fifth Row, Right, and Sixth Row) Celebrations concluded with a drive-thru fireworks 

display hosted in the parking lots of the Aurora Family Leisure Complex. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Residents in Aurora’s Downtown 
Core have come together to oppose a 
redevelopment application which, if  
ultimately approved, would transform a 
single-family home on Centre Street into 

a four-plex.
Next-door neighbours Steve Armes 

and Rebekah Murdoch have started a 
petition on Change.org to underscore 
their concerns about the redevelopment.

“While we support the redevelopment 
of  the property, this proposed 
redevelopment does not reflect the nature 
and the history of  the historic Aurora 

Residents oppose redevelopment of Centre Street 
home into four-plex

Male & Female Family Doctors

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Partners in

Value beyond numbers

Brian Roberts 
CPA, CGA, LPA

Your Business

North East Quadrant, nor does it reflect 
the ‘stable community/neighbourhood’ 
initiatives,” said proponents of  the 
petition, asking for the Town’s Committee 
of  Adjustment to deny the variances and 
also for further public engagement on “a 
more suitable option which better reflects 
the style and nature of  the community 
and street.”

Speaking to The Auroran, Mr. Armes 
added they hope to highlight their issues 
to Council this week.

“There has to be a happy medium,” 
he said. “Everyone in this neighbourhood 
we’ve talked to and responded to the 
petition [said] ‘How about a nice, 
appropriate duplex? Something that 
fits in?’ It needs to be appropriate in the 
amount of  space it takes up, it needs to 
be appropriate to the environmental 
concerns around it – to heritage and 
historical.”

The present proposal, however, 
received the support of  the Town’s 
Heritage Advisory Committee, with the 
property owner/developer answering 
questions and concerns raised by 
members, and Council this week is 
facing a recommendation to approve the 
heritage application to make way for the 
double duplex.

“There is an existing 1.5 storey arts 
and crafts bungalow on the property 
constructed circa 1873,” said heritage 
planner Carlson Tsang in his report 
to Council. “The building has been 
subject to extensive renovations over 
the years, including a front addition and 
the replacement of  siding. The original 
elements of  the style may have been either 
removed or covered due to alterations. 
There is a significant tree located at 
the front of  the existing building that is 
considered significant for the historical 
streetscape.”

The future of  the property has been 
in question since 2014 when the then-
owner applied to demolish the building, 
an application which was approved by 
Council the following year. The property, 
however, was sold and another demolition 
and redevelopment application came, 

was approved, and went.
The present owner has applied to 

build a two-storey double duplex and four 
parking spaces. 

“The proposed double duplex 
represents a homestead-style building 
which is considered compatible with the 
character of  the host neighbourhood,” 
said Mr. Tsang. “[It is] characterized 
by a steep gable roof, simple details, 
square-headed openings, sash windows 
and clapboard finishes. This type of  
architectural style is common on Centre 
Street and is considered compatible with 
the character of  the host neighbourhood.”

The proposed building originally had a 
height of  10.5 metres, but following staff ’s 
request, the plan has been reduced by 1.5 
metres and “staff  are satisfied” with the 
massing. Additional changes to the plan 
include an additional verandah feature to 
be more in the style of  the surrounding 
neighbourhood and the total depth of  the 
proposal has been reduced.

“The application was presented 
to HAC [which] echoed staff ’s initial 
concerns with the proposed development 
respecting building depth and the number 
of  windows on the front façade,” said 
Mr. Tsang. “HAC also suggested to the 
applicant that the front verandah, which 
initially was only present on the west half  
of  the building, be extended across the 
entire façade to achieve a more compatible 
front elevation. The applicant was also 
asked to consider appropriate measures 
to mitigate the impact of  the parking 
spaces on the adjacent property to the 
north. HAC requested the applicant to 
address all the concerns before bringing 
the heritage application to Council for a 
decision.

“The applicant reduced the overall 
depth of  the building and the number 
of  windows on the front elevation. The 
verandah has been extended across the 
entire front façade. The parking area 
has been adjusted to accommodate 
a landscape buffer with pyramidal 
cedars along the rear property line to 
help lessen the impact on the adjacent 
property to the north.”

Theatre Aurora has reaffirmed 
its commitment to “being a safe 
space for all” following criminal 
charges levied against its past 
president Steven Wolfer.

Mr. Wolfer, 58, a resident of  
Markham, was arrested on June 
4 following an investigation that 
began in April.

“A victim came forward 
and reported that he had been 
sexually assaulted on two 
occasions by an older male in 
1989 when he was approximately 
12 years of  age,” said York 
Regional Police Constable 
Laura Nicolle. “Through the 
investigation, officers learned 
that the accused was a mentor 
with Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of  York Region in 1989 and 
volunteered with the Boy Scouts 
in the mid-80s. He was also 
a supply elementary school 
teacher with the York Region 
Catholic School Board from 
2000 to 2004 and had access to 
children in those roles.”

He faces charges of  sexual 
assault and sexual interference 
of  a child.

The charges have not been 
proven and he is expected to 
appear before the Ontario Court 
of  Justice on July 16.

In addition to his work with 
the above organizations, Wolfer 
has long been active in local 
theatre and has previously 
served as President of  Theatre 
Aurora.

On Monday, incumbent 
president Jason Silzer, responded 
to the allegations.

“Theatre Aurora expresses 
its surprise and sadness at the 
recent news of  criminal charges 
against its past-president, Steven 
Wolfer,” he said. “Mr. Wolfer is 
not currently an active member 
of  Theatre Aurora. Beyond that, 
we will not make any comment 
specific to this case or the parties 
involved.

“Theatre Aurora is committed 
to providing a safe, creative 
space for all. For a number 
of  years, we have maintained 
a supportive-space policy 
covering sexual and workplace 
harassment, intentional 
discrimination, and workplace 
violence. Additionally, it is our 
practice to require background 
checks of  our youth leadership 
team.”

Theatre Aurora reaffirms 
commitment to being 
“safe space” following 
charges against past 
president
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905-841-6411
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Library, additional services partially  
re-open in Step 2
8 a.m. on Wednesday, July 7.

“We continue to make tremendous 
progress as we continue our vaccination 
efforts across the Region,” said Dr. Kurji 
on Monday. “Nearly 80 per cent of  York 
Region’s residents aged 12 and over have 
received one dose of  COVID-19 vaccine 
and more than 45 per cent have received 
both doses. We thank everyone who has 
made it a priority to protect themselves, 
their loved ones, and the greater 
community by getting vaccinated.

“Offering the protection of  the 
vaccine [to residents] 12 and older is a 
significant milestone in the fight against 
COVID-19 and, as of  today (Monday), 
individuals 12 to 17 can book a second 
dose appointment or an earlier second 
dose appointment at any of  York Region’s 
vaccination clinics. York Region will be 
administering Moderna for all first and 
second dose appointments booked by 
individuals aged 18+ through to at least 
Sunday, July 18, 2021. Individuals aged 
12 to 17 remain exempt from this change 
and will be vaccinated with the Pfizer 
vaccine. Both the Pfizer and Moderna 
mRNA vaccines are over 90 per cent 
effective at preventing serious illness and 
death due to COVID-19.

“The National Advisory Committee 
on Immunization (NACI) considers these 
mRNA vaccines to be interchangeable if  
the same product is not readily available. 
The Ministry of  Health encourages 
all people living in Ontario to get the 
second dose as soon as possible due to 
the recent increased circulation of  the 
Delta variant throughout the Province. 
If  the vaccine you received for your 
first dose is not available at your second 
dose appointment, it is recommended 
you receive the mRNA vaccine that 
is available rather than delaying your 
second dose.”

STEPPING INTO STEP 2
The community continues to get into 

the swing of  things as Ontario settles into 
Stage 2 of  the Province’s Roadmap to 
reopening Ontario.

The latest step in the re-opening took 
effect Wednesday, June 30.

“I feel we are finally getting to a 
place where we can get back to a more 
normal sense of  life for our residents and 
businesses,” said Mayor Tom Mrakas 
in a statement. “Everyone has struggled 
through this pandemic, but I am pleased 
that the Premier has moved Ontario 
into Step 2 earlier. Over 30 per cent of  
Ontario’s population are fully vaccinated, 
which is impressive, and while we still 
need to be cautious and follow public 
health guidelines, we are starting to see 
the light in the darkness. This is a time 
to celebrate. We have all worked so hard 
to get here and have sacrificed so much. 
I hope you all continue to support our 
local businesses, enjoy the nice weather, 
and spend some time with your loved 
ones reconnecting.”

Locally, the Aurora Public Library 
re-opened on Monday with capacity 
limits for computer access, printing, and 
individual study tables. Browsing the 
collection is not yet permitted and, as 
such, the holds pickup window service 
will continue.

Outdoor fitness programs at the Club 
Aurora fitness centre are being provided 
once again, games and sports leagues 
are allowed to return to municipal fields, 
and Aurora’s Patio Expansion Program 
(aurora.ca/businesssupport) continues to 
be available.

LOCAL STATS
As of  Tuesday, July 6, Aurora 

continues to deal with a single active 
case of  COVID-19.

Between Tuesday, June 29 and 

Tuesday, July 6, just 1 new case in 
Aurora was reported by York Region 
Public Health.

Since the start of  the pandemic, 
the community has seen 1,842 total 
cases of  COVID-19, 1,793 of  which 
are now marked as recovered. There 

have been 48 deaths attributed to the 
virus. 

750 of  the total cases have been 
linked to variants of  concern.

The 1 remaining active case is 
attributed to local transmission, close 
contact, or unknown exposure.
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At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS RENOVATIONS

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there when they do... 
...advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory      
Call 905-727-3300   
Ext. 102 to book your ad

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE
WATER

WASTE DISPOSAL

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

30 yrs. experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Bin sizes:
8, 14, 18, 20, 30

and 40 yards

Also Available -
Top Soils and Gravels

Home Remodeling • Electrical Plumbing  
Kitchen & Bathrooms
Finished Basement  

All Flooring Tiles • Hardwood Laminate
..Drywall • Painting 

Deck & Fences 

A&A IDEAL 
RENOVATION

416-219-4530  
Alex 416-625-4441

No job to small! 

Fully licensed and insured 
One year warranty on all labour

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 ext. 102

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

THINGS 
You Ought To Know

JUNE 28 – JULY 30
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle 

Program textile recycling and donation program. In the 
current COVID climate, a greater number of  people 
are wanting to donate or get rid of  unwanted items, 
increasing the need for more outlets being available 
to receive the items. This program will provide a 
convenient way for people to donate or get rid of  
used/unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and furniture 
and will help lessen the amount of  items ending up in 
landfills. Materials that were previously perceived as 
waste will now be seen as a valuable resource further 
encouraging redistribution. The items will be recycled 
in the following ways: To be given to individuals who 
are survivors of  violence and are transitioning from 
shelters into new homes; To be sold in our store; To be 
sold to a textile recycler, which makes for an ongoing 
source of  funding for Abuse Hurts enabling them to 
provide their services to the thousands of  people that 
require them each year. When and Where: Monday 
and Wednesday, every week, starting June 28, 10 a.m. – 
4 p.m., with 30-minute time slots – only 1 drop off  per 
time slot. If  you do not have an appointment, we cannot 
accept your donation. The Abuse Hurts Warehouse is 
located at 1208 Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - rear 
unloading dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop 
off  time slot.

THURSDAY, JULY 8
PARTAGEZ LE FRANÇAIS – Ce groupe 

accueille les ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones 
aux débutants capables de converser) - qui 
cherchent à mettre en pratique leurs compétences 

CONVERSATIONNELLES en français. Les locuteurs 
natifs et les locuteurs plus doués, sont encouragés 
à partager leurs compétences en langue française. 
RSVP: www.meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. 
Nominal fee: $2.

SATURDAY, JULY 10
Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. for 

the Aurora Farmers’ Market. With strict COVID-19 
protocols in place, the Market vendors are excited to 
welcome residents and customers once again. For more 
information, visit theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 14
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series continues this 

evening at 7 p.m. at Town Park with The Pheromones. 
Due to the limited capacity of  200 concert attendees, 
Aurora residents need to pre-register for each concert 
(using a program code). Aurora Town Park will be 
fenced and social distancing markers indicated on the 
grass, as well as additional procedures for the safety 
of  the attendees, performers, volunteers and staff. 
Registration will open on e-PLAY the Friday before 
each concert. Each concert will be announced the week 
prior. For more information, including registration. 
Visit aurora.ca/summerconcerts.

SATURDAY, JULY 17
Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. for 

the Aurora Farmers’ Market. With strict COVID-19 
protocols in place, the Market vendors are excited to 
welcome residents and customers once again. For more 
information, visit theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

* * * * 
The Town of  Aurora’s Drive-in Movie program 

will continue in the parking lot at Desjardins Insurance 
this evening, with showtime starting at dusk. All movies 
are free of  charge but pre-registration is required. 
Registration details will be provided a minimum of  one 
week prior to each movie date. To register and for more 
information, visit aurora.ca/moviesinthepark.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series continues this 

evening at 7 p.m. at Town Park. Due to the limited 
capacity of  200 concert attendees, Aurora residents 
need to pre-register for each concert (using a program 
code). Aurora Town Park will be fenced and social 
distancing markers indicated on the grass, as well as 
additional procedures for the safety of  the attendees, 
performers, volunteers and staff. Registration will 
open on e-PLAY the Friday before each concert. Each 

concert will be announced the week prior. For more 
information, including registration. Visit aurora.ca/
summerconcerts.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 28
100 Women Who Care Central York Region will 

host their next virtual evening this evening from 7 
– 8 p.m. Join the group in supporting local charities 
to make a difference in our community. For more 
information, visit www.100womencyr.ca or email 
100womenwhocarecentralyorkregion@gmail.com.

* * * * 
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series continues this 

evening at 7 p.m. at Town Park. Due to the limited 
capacity of  200 concert attendees, Aurora residents 
need to pre-register for each concert (using a program 
code). Aurora Town Park will be fenced and social 
distancing markers indicated on the grass, as well as 
additional procedures for the safety of  the attendees, 
performers, volunteers and staff. Registration will 
open on e-PLAY the Friday before each concert. Each 
concert will be announced the week prior. For more 
information, including registration. Visit aurora.ca/
summerconcerts.

SATURDAY, JULY 31
The Town of  Aurora’s Drive-in Movie program 

will continue in the parking lot at Desjardins Insurance 
this evening, with showtime starting at dusk. All movies 
are free of  charge but pre-registration is required. 
Registration details will be provided a minimum of  one 
week prior to each movie date. To register and for more 
information, visit aurora.ca/moviesinthepark.
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ADVERTISE in
 THE AURORAN 
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(905) 727-3300 
EXT. 102

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

YEARS

SERVICESARE YOU SEMI 
RETIRED AND 
LOOKING TO KEEP 
BUSY PART TIME?  
Do you enjoy cleaning 
and working in a friendly 
environment?  then
Spar-clean wants to hear 
from you.  
647-333-7397 
Ask for Vicky. 
www.spar-clean.ca

PERSONAL
Mature lady seeks 
housekeeping in 
exchange for room 
with a profess ional 
couple.  blessings 
devine@gmail.com

Residents call for answers on Curator’s departure

Residents want answers on the departure 
of  Shawna White from her position of  
curator of  the Aurora Museum and 
Archives.

As The Auroran reported last week, Ms. 
White, who had led the museum since its 
re-establishment in 2015, was no longer 
with the Town as of  June 23, despite several 
ongoing projects being carried out by the 
Museum and its staff.

“I can confirm that Shawna is no longer 
with the Town of  Aurora,” said Municipal 
CAO Doug Nadorozny on Friday. “As this 
is a personnel matter, I am sure you can 
appreciate that it would not be appropriate 
for me to disclose any details.”

Ms. White declined to speak on her 
departure other than a brief  statement to 
the paper.

“I am sad most of  all to be leaving the 
wonderful people of  Aurora who put 
their trust in me to share their stories and 
document their history.”

But for many people in the community 
who worked with the Aurora Museum 
& Archives on projects ranging from 
Reconciliation to Black History, these brief  

statements were not enough.
A petition at Change.org has been 

launched by Shruti Kalyanaraman and 
Phiona Durrant, both members of  the 
Aurora Black Community Facebook group. 
Both women worked with Ms. White on 
several community initiatives, including 
highly successful virtual programming for 
Black History Month as well as an Every 
Child Matters demonstration of  solidary 
held last month at Town Park following the 
discovery of  the remains of  215 Indigenous 
children in unmarked graves at the former 
Kamloops Residential School.

While they say they know the petition 
won’t bring Ms. White back to the museum, 
they are calling for an apology from staff  
and a recognition from Council of  the 
work she provided the community.

“Shawna’s work for the Town included 
supporting social justice and equality 
through information and archiving,” they 
say, noting she has been a “great ally” for 
people of  colour and marginalized families 
across Aurora.

“Beverly Daniel says, ‘We all have a 
sphere of  influence. Each of  us needs to 
find our own sources of  courage so we 
can begin to speak.’ Shawna White was 
that sphere of  influence who welcomed 
all stories, all voices to bridge cultures in 

Aurora with the Indigenous community, 
the Aurora Black Community, and all other 
diverse groups.”

Ms. White, they say, “restored hope 
in our community during this cry against 
racism and racial injustice.”

Speaking to The Auroran following the 
launch of  the petition, Ms. Durrant spoke 
of  the impact Ms. White has had on her 
personally as well as to the Aurora Black 
Community. 

“It was everything,” says Ms. Durrant of  
Ms. White stepping in to help organize a 
series of  programs in time for Black History 
Month in February, building a celebration 
from the ground up and in very little time. 
“When I saw how impactful those sixteen 
programs we put on for the community, 
right now there are people building on 
what we already did. We have people 
building groups and working together now, 
collaborating just because Black History 
Month was done and brought these people 
together who’ve never met each other 
before. There’s a lot happening.

“[Her departure] felt too close to home 
for me even though I don’t know Shawna 
so much other than the work we do. She 
was always, ‘What can we do from the 
Town perspective?’ I couldn’t even tell you 
how I feel. I can’t find words enough to 

explain who Shawna is. She did not just say 
‘yes’ to make you feel comfortable. She was 
not that person. She wants everybody to be 
represented and heard.”

Junior golfers  
make mark

Golf  Club again on July 13 and July 
26 before heading over to Markham 
Executive Golf  Club on August 3.

Golfers will then return back to 
Turnberry before finishing off  the season 
at the Mini Tour National Championship 
at Tsawwassen Springs August 19 and 
20, as well as the finale at Whispering 
Ridge Golf  Course on August 28. 

The other winners included Kaeleigh 
Chung from the girls’ 9-10 division, 
Nathan Dai of  the boys’ 9-10 division, 
Kaprice Park for the girls’ 11-12 division 
Andy Dai from the boys’ 11-12 division.

For more information to keep up with 
Canada’s number one golf  tour and the 
only one in the country run exclusively 
by the PGA of  Canada professionals, you 
can check out their website at maplejt.
com. 
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