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Canada Day is normally a day for some 
time off, but for many businesses this year, 
it is a time to hit the ground running.

Ontario moved to Step 2 of  its 
Roadmap to Reopen on Wednesday, June 
30.

This latest step, which was announced 
June 24, will allow more businesses to re-
open as the number of  new COVID-19 
cases continue to decline.

“Because of  the tireless work of  our 
health care heroes, and the record-setting 

success of  our vaccine rollout, we are able 
to move into Step Two ahead of  schedule 
on June 30 with the support of  our public 
health experts,” said Premier Doug Ford 
in a statement. “We are proceeding safely 
with the re-opening of  our province and 
will continue to work around the clock 
until the job is done.”

Under Step 2, limited indoor services 
are allowed to move ahead, along with the 
resumption of  more outdoor activities.

Outdoor social gatherings and 
organized public events are now limited 
to up to 25 people, while indoor social 
gatherings and organized public events 
will be limited to a maximum of  five.

Essential and other select retail is now 
permitted at 50 per cent capacity, with 
non-essential retail limited at 25 per 
cent capacity. There is also a 25 per cent 
capacity limit on personal care services 
where face coverings can be worn at all 
times – meaning now is the time to book 
that elusive haircut.

Outdoor dining is now allowed with 
up to six people per table, while indoor 
religious services, including weddings and 
funerals, will be permitted at up to 25 per 
cent capacity of  the designated room.

As for staying active, outdoor fitness 
classes will be limited to people who 

Reopening takes Step forward  
just in time for Canada Day
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A JOB WELL DONE 
Dr. G.W. Williams students Sheyla Basalic, left, and 
Lily Lamanna, celebrate their graduation from the 
local high school on Friday. Williams was among 
the secondary schools to hold outdoor walk-
through/drive-through graduation ceremonies for its 
graduating Grade 12 students after another unusual 
school year. For Mayor Mrakas’ message to grads, 
see Page 17.                   Photo by Sabrina Starkovski

Meet Your 2021 Teen Idol!

1 5 - y e a r - o l d  A u r o r a 
student Ysabel Cattle, 
foreground, has been 
named Aurora’s 2021 Teen 
Idol. Cattle, who secured 
the win through a virtual 
competition, received her 
sash alongside first runner 
up Julia Romanelli, right, 
outside Petch House last 
week. For more with 
Ysabel and Julia, see  
Page 11. 

Auroran photo  
by Brock Weir
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Christine Elliott 
MPP for Newmarket-Aurora

 905-853-9889   1-800-211-1881  

 Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org

 www.christineelliottmpp.ca

Constituency Office: 16635 Yonge Street, Unit 22, Newmarket, ON L3X 1V6

Wishing you a happy
CANADA DAY

As we enjoy the warm weather with family and friends this Canada Day, I am 
pleased to share with you an update on the government’s progress on its  
made-in-Ontario approach for procuring equipment and supplies needed to  
fight COVID-19. Last year, the government launched a $50 million Ontario 
Together Fund to support the development of proposals submitted by  
businesses and individuals to pivot their operations to support the 
manufacturing and innovation for goods and services critical to the  
health, safety, and security of Ontarians. 

Businesses across the province came together to help protect one another, 
support our frontline workers and inspire our communities.

Thank you to everyone who is supporting  
our province and our country.  

Your efforts represent the best of who we are  
and meaning of the Ontario Spirit.

The government is investing an additional 
$50 million in the Ontario Together Fund in 
2021–22. This is in addition to the $50 million 
we invested when we launched the Ontario 
Together Fund in April 2020. This will continue 
to support local businesses to further enhance 
domestic supply chain capacity,  
help to get us through this pandemic and  
ensure we are prepared for future challenges.

The renewed Ontario Together Fund will focus 
on supporting homegrown manufacturing 
and innovation to combat COVID-19 and 
provide other goods critical to the health, 
safety, and security of Ontarians under the 
following strategic pillars: 

1. Strengthening Ontario’s domestic 
  manufacturing capacity;

2. Supporting homegrown technologies  
  and innovative solutions;

3. Strengthening Ontario’s  
  MedTech ecosystem.

In 2020, through the Ontario Together Fund, 
the Ontario government funded the Canadian 
Manufacturers and Exporters Ontario Made 
program to establish strong retail and 
industrial partnerships designed to raise 
consumer awareness of Ontario made goods. 
The CME received $500,000 to create point 
of sale Ontario made marketing materials, 
an online marketing campaign and a website 
(supportontariomade.ca) where companies 
can register their products to help Ontarians 
identify and search for goods made  
in the province.
 
To date the results of this program have 
been excellent: 2,347 manufacturers 
have registered 10,426 products and 388 
retailors are participating in the program. In 
addition over 5,141 Ontarians have registered 
for the monthly newsletter and there have 
been over 530,000 website pageviews.
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Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

Crews from the Central York Fire Services monitor the Knowles Building at Wellington and Yonge on Friday night following a blaze that fire fighters believe 
started on the roof. (Inset) CYFS crews scale the building to bring the fire under control. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger and Brock Weir

Fire causes extensive damage to downtown building

Roof  maintenance is suspected to be 
the cause of  a Friday afternoon fire that 
has caused extensive damage to a historic 
building in Aurora’s downtown core, 
according to the Central York Fire Services.

Central York Fire Services (CYFS) 
responded to a call at 9 Wellington Street 
East, just steps from the Yonge Street 
intersection.

CYFS Deputy Chief  Jeremy Inglis said 
the call was for smoke within the building 
but a fire on the roof  was soon found.

“They were doing some roof  maintenance 
and it looks like that is what started it up,” 
said Inglis, noting that it took fire crews, 
including supports from outside fire services, 
approximately two hours to get the fire 
under control.

“The roof  has multiple layers to it and the 
fire has been stubborn to put out,” Inglis told 
The Auroran on Friday evening. “We’re still 
chasing hot spots. We have crews on the roof  

cutting holes and looking to see where we’ve 
got extension into. We’ll probably have one 
crew on the scene all night because of  the 
difficulty with building construction.

“The second floor and the roof  have 
heavy fire damage and the main floor has 
heavy smoke and water damage.”

Although Inglis said it is too early to say 
whether the building will be able to remain 
standing, extensive renovations will be 
required. 

The building, which is currently home to 
Aurora Denture & Implant Centre, was built 
in 1885 and began life as Knowles Butcher 
Shop.

Mayor Tom Mrakas, in a statement 
posted to social media, said it was “another 
sad day” for local heritage.

“Another sad day for heritage in our 
downtown core as the Knowles Butcher Shop 
building has most likely been irreparably 
damaged due to fire,” he said. “I am hoping 
it will be able to be repaired. This will be a 
significant loss to our downtown if  it cannot 
be repaired. I do want to thank Central York 
Fire Services for working to put the fire out 

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE TO AMEND THE ZONING BY-LAW 
LIFTING OF THE HOLDING (H) SYMBOL 

AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will consider the passing of Amending By-law 
under Section 36(4) of the Planning Act to remove the Holding (H) Symbol on:

July 13, 2021 at 7pm

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of The Town of Aurora will consider an Amending 
By-law under Section 36(4) of the Planning Act to remove the Holding “H” Symbol for the lands 
described below.

1. An Application by York Region Christian Seniors Homes Inc., File Number: ZBA(H)-2020-01, has 
been submitted to Amend the Zoning By-law to Remove the Holding “H” Symbol. The lands are 
located at Block 5, PLAN 65M-4442, municipally known as 460 – 480 William Graham Drive.  
The conditions for Removal of Holding “H” Symbol as set out in By-law 6000-17, as amended, have 
been fulfilled. The Holding ‘H’ Symbol was established to ensure the development received servicing 
allocation, adequate transportation services, logical order of progression of the development and 
compliance with 2C Secondary Plan (OPA. 73).  The Removal of the Holding “H” Symbol will allow the 
development of 125 independent residential living units.  

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Any inquiries should be directed to Rosanna Punit of the Planning and Development Services 
department at  905-727-3123 Ext. 4347. Please quote the File Name and Number.

PERSONAL INFORMATION COLLECTION NOTICE:
The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to 
Town Council and/or its Committees.  The Town collects this information to enable it to make 
informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations 
or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s 
website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as 
your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request 
the Town to remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are 
authorizing the Town to collect and use the above-noted information for this purpose.

If you make a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording 
you and Town staff and may make these audio recordings available to the public.

Please direct any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk at 905-727-3123

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 1st day of July, 2021.

The Aurora Museum & Archives is 
now without a curator.

The Town of  Aurora confirmed 
long-time curator Shawna White was 
no longer in the position.

The Auroran understands her 
departure came on Wednesday, June 3.

“I can confirm that Shawna is no 
longer with the Town of  Aurora,” said 
Municipal CAO Doug Nadorozny on 
Friday. “As this is a personnel matter, 
I am sure you can appreciate that it 
would not be appropriate for me to 
disclose any details.”

Ms. White declined to speak on her 
departure other than a brief  statement 
to the paper.

“I am sad most of  all to be leaving 
the wonderful people of  Aurora who 
put their trust in me to share their 
stories and document their history.”

Ms. White had been with the Town 
since 2012, beginning with a contract 
position, before taking the helm of  
the Aurora Museum & Archives in 
2015, steering its development within 
the Church Street School and taking 

museum programming beyond its 
walls.

Her departure comes at a busy time 
for the Museum, which currently has 
two books in the works – one on the 
centenary of  the Aurora Horse Show 
and the other on the lasting legacy 
of  the Fleury family in Aurora, an 
upcoming online exhibition on St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, the 
design contest for a Korean War 
Memorial slated for the Aurora Peace 
Park, an exhibition on Canadian 
immigration entitled “Journey to the 
Crossroads”, events for Culture Days 
this September, as well as ongoing 
work on Reconciliation, with Black 
History Month programming, and 
with the Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame.

Lori Hoyes, President of  the Aurora 
branch of  the Royal Canadian Legion, 
a partner in the development of  the 
Korean War Memorial, said she was 
“shocked and saddened by the news.”

“She was a friend but also an integral 
part of  so many things in this Town,” 
said Ms. Hoyes in a public post on 
social media. “She was knowledgeable 
and had a passion for the history and 
preservation of  everything Aurora. I 
and many others will miss you.”

Curator out at Aurora Museum & Archives

quickly and ensuring that residents in the 
area remain safe.”

There were no injuries to the building’s 
tenants, bystanders or firefighters.
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(An open letter to area MPs)

My name is Tristan Coolman, 
President of  Pflag Canada York 
Region.

We are one of  the many LGBTQ2 
support, education and resource 
organizations in York Region with 
an over 25 year history of  supporting 
our residents.

I am writing to you, one of  our MPs 
from the region, to encourage your 
vote in favour of  Bill C-6 allowing it 
to move into the Senate for further 
review. 

Through this journey you would 
have had access to extensive research, 
data and first-hand accounts via 
witness testimony from the Standing 
Committee on Justice and Human 
Rights to better understand these 
practices.

These practices are happening 
in Canada as you read this letter. A 
vote against this bill is a vote to allow 
these practices to continue through 
forms of  physical and psychological 
torture that may be unimaginable for 
some but is an unfortunate reality for 
many. A vote against this bill is a vote 
to allow these torturous practises to 
continue within the borders of  this 
country. A vote against this bill will 
allow families who are ignorant of  
today’s LGBTQ2 lived-experiences 
to force their loved-ones into these 
practices internationally. 

Conversation “Therapy” is a 
fraud and anyone who claims they 
can change the sexual orientation or 
gender identity of  an individual is 
not someone who is acting in the best 
interests of  the individual, the family 
or our country.

The LGBTQ2 rights movement 
has always relied upon its allies who 
know better to assist us in affirming 
our lived experiences and granting 
us rights. It is an unfortunate reality 
to say that marginalized groups like 
LGBTQ2 individuals still need our 
rights need to be “granted” or further 
affirmed. After reviewing the bill, it 
is our feeling this piece of  legislation 
is written with great intention, holds 
those who would harm LGBTQ2 
individuals accountable and protects 
current and future generations of  
LGBTQ2 people from this harmful 
practice. 

Our chapter will be watching 
today’s vote, as are many Canadians 
and particularly survivors of  the 
fraud of  Conversion “Therapy”. 
It is your opportunity to vote on 
the right side of  history and to 
vote in support of  and in allyship 
with LGBTQ2 individuals, their 
families, friends and loved-ones.  
 

Tristan Coolman 
President, Pflag Canada York Region

(Editor’s Note: Bill C-6 was ultimately 
passed by the House of  Commons 263-
63, with support from the Liberals, NDP, 
Bloc Quebecois and many Conservatives – 
including Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill MP Leona Alleslev (Conservative) and 
Newmarket-Aurora MP Tony Van Bynen 
(Liberal))

The pandemic has been rough on all 
of  us, some being sadly impacted more 
adversely than others. If  we look hard 
enough, however, there are silver linings 
to be found.

As the light at the end of  the tunnel 
we’ve been told so much about continues 
to grow ever-brighter, we are looking 
towards what that future might entail.

We will likely be coming into the latest 
edition of  our new normal with a re-
discovered appreciation for our entire 
force of  frontline workers – from doctors 
and nurses to mail carriers and grocery 
store employees – with a very clear idea 
on what they sacrificed of  themselves, 
and continue to do so, for us.

Those of  us who are lucky enough 
to work from home, although it can feel 
trying here and there, might emerge 
with a renewed appreciation of  how 
fortunate we have been with four walls 
to keep us safe and warm during these 
challenging times.

As such, we might also emerge with 
a new understanding of  our neighbours.

Where it was once commonplace to 
have close bonds with the people who 
live on your street, opportunities to get to 
know the people around you were once 
few and far between as we all went about 
our busy day-to-day lives. Over the last 
16 months, they have not just been your 
neighbours, but the ones who organized 
neighbourhood food drives to benefit 
those experiencing food insecurity. 
They are the ones who have dusted 
off  their sewing machines to churn out 
incalculable non-medical masks. In my 
case, there were even some talented 
teens the next street over who kept 
their creative muscles flexed by holding 
distanced driveway concerts to benefit 
food banks. And I’m sure you each have 
your own examples in your respective 
neighbourhoods.

This week would have ordinarily been 
one of  celebration, commemorating 
the 154th anniversary of  Canada’s 
Confederation, but present circumstances 
have resulted in observances being 
noticeably muted or cancelled altogether. 
And, of  course, as we know, not just due 
to COVID.

The fact that Canada Day festivities 
in many communities across the country 
are being cancelled altogether speaks 
not to our health circumstances, but 
the tragic crossroads we once again find 
ourselves at as a nation.

Perhaps there’s another silver lining 
coming out of  the pandemic: No longer 

can any of  us claim that we don’t have 
time enough to pause, reflect, and focus 
on how we can move forward together.

The fact that the recent discovery 
the graves of  215 children at the 
former Kamloops Residential School 
underscored an overall lack of  education 
on residential schools as well as the 
comparative lack of  work in fulfilling 
the 94 Calls to Action coming out of  the 
Truth & Reconciliation Commission, 
should have been an alarm bell of  its 
own. The even more recent re-discovery 
of  751 further graves near the former 
Marieval Indian Residential School in 
southeast Saskatchewan has served to 
amplify that bell for anyone who has 
found comfort burying their heads in the 
proverbial sand.

“As Indigenous peoples, we knew 
there would be more ‘discoveries’ 
now that we had access to the ground-
penetrating radar technology that would 
help us search the lands where our old 
ones have told us children were buried,” 
said Lori Campbell, Associate Vice 
President of  Indigenous Engagement, 
for the University of  Regina. “Even so, 
I didn’t know that any of  us could have 
prepared ourselves for what was to come 
with the recent announcement from 
Chief  Cadmus Delorme of  Cowessess 
First Nation.

“Four years ago, I was told by my old 
ones that things are going to get much 
more difficult for Indigenous peoples 
before they will get better. I do not know 
if  this was what they were speaking of, 
but I do know that Saskatchewan had the 
largest number of  children in residential 
schools and as the ground penetrating 
radar searches continue throughout the 
province and across Turtle Island, it is 
clear we all are facing a very difficult 
journey ahead.

“As I keep my smudge burning, 
my prayers go out to Chief  Delorme, 
members of  Cowessess First Nation, 

others who have close ties with Marieval 
Residential School, and Indigenous 
communities and nations across Turtle 
Island as we collectively grieve and 
come together to support one another. 
It is because of  the undeniable strength 
and perseverance of  our ancestors that 
we are here to answer the calls of  the 
children who never stopped calling out.”

Now is our time to call out as well. 
As much as there has been inaction on 

the Calls to Action, one specific call was 
answered last week with amendments 
to Canada’s Oath of  Citizenship to 
include oaths to the treaty rights of  our 
Indigenous peoples, receiving Royal 
Assent.

“Canada’s Oath of  Citizenship is 
more than mere words. It is a public 
declaration of  belonging,” said Marco 
Mendicino, Canada’s Minister of  
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship. 
“It is an acknowledgement of  newly-
gained rights and newly charged 
responsibilities. It is a commitment to 
Canada – past, president and future.”

“The new Oath of  Citizenship 
recognizes that Indigenous rights are 
both enshrined in Section 35 of  the 
Constitution Act, 1982, and that they 
derive from Indigenous peoples’ presence 
on this land since time immemorial.”

The new Oath of  Citizenship is as 
follows:

I swear (or affirm) that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth the Second, Queen of  
Canada, Her Heirs and Successors, and that 
I will faithfully observe the laws of  Canada, 
including the Constitution, which recognizes 
and affirms the Aboriginal and treaty rights 
of  First Nations, Inuit and Metis peoples, 
and fulfil my duties as a Canadian citizen. 

A tradition in so many community 
gatherings to mark an ordinary Canada 
Day is to stand shoulder to shoulder and 
take advantage of  the opportunity to 
recite the oath as a reaffirmation of  the 
principles contained within it.

As we stay distanced for yet another 
July 1, it is a shame that this simple yet 
all-important change to an oath, which 
is so important to our national fabric, 
cannot be stated as a collective – even 
in a symbolic gesture of  moving forward 
together on the same path.

Perhaps you will take a moment to 
reaffirm this Thursday even if  there is 
no one around to watch. I know I will. 



    THE AURORAN, Thursday, July 1, 2021           Page 5

After almost 154 years, historic firsts in 
Canada are rare. But on June 21, the 
Liberals made history – and it’s not good 
news. The Trudeau government filed 
an application in Federal Court to 
sue the House of  Commons Speaker 
Anthony Rota to block a House order to 
produce documents to a Parliamentary 
committee.  Never before has the authority 
of  Parliament been challenged in this way.

The government has attempted to 
downplay the issue as an inconsequential 
debate over where sensitive documents 
should be provided.  Unfortunately, it 
is much more serious than that. The 
issue is not only about Canada’s national 
security; it also strikes at the heart 
of  Parliament’s ability to hold the Prime 
Minister and the executive branch in 
check. Canada’s system of  responsible 
government is in the cross hairs. 

The pandemic has exposed 
global vulnerabilities to biological 
threats and shown that progress in 
biotechnology could be exploited for hostile 
ends. That is why the security breaches 
at Winnipeg’s National Microbiology 
Lab must not be ignored. Two scientists 
were fired from this lab after the 
Canadian Security Intelligence Service 
recommended that their clearances be 
revoked.

Furthermore, scientist members of  
China’s People’s Liberation Army were 
granted access to work in the lab and 
deadly Ebola and Henipah viruses 
were transferred from this lab to the 
Wuhan Institute of  Virology.  The 
House of  Commons committee 
on Canada-China relations decided 
to review these national 
security breaches. The government 
was ordered to provide over 250 pages 
of  critical unredacted documents to 
this committee to support the study, but 
refused to do so.  

Instead, Trudeau directed the 
President of  the Public Health Agency of  
Canada (PHAC), Iain Stewart, to 
provide the documents to the National 
Security and Intelligence Committee 
of  Parliamentarians (NSICOP). But 
NSICOP is not a House of  Commons 
committee, governed by the rights, 
accountability and transparency of  
Parliament. Instead, it is an arm of  the 
executive branch acting solely as an 
advisory committee to the Prime Minister. 
The Prime Minister appoints the members, 
dictates what they study, and approves 
all reports before they are published. 
NSICOP is a committee that the Prime 
Minister controls and can subsequently 
silence.  

I am honoured that the Prime Minister 
appointed me to serve as a member 
of  NSICOP to advise him and the cabinet 
on national security policies and 
approaches. But by law, NSICOP 
has no authority to act as a check and 
balance on executive power or to hold 
the government to account. NSICOP 
is prohibited from reviewing active 
investigations and is not where national 
security breaches, like those incurred at 
the Winnipeg National Microbiology 
Lab, can be investigated. 

Trudeau’s argument that the 
documents can’t be released to a House 
of  Commons Committee for national 

security reasons is wrong. There is no 
higher authority than Parliament and 
clear security protocols to protect sensitive 
information were defined as part of  the 
House order.

Furthermore, sending the documents to 
NSICOP rather than the Canada-China 
Committee was not the Government’s 
decision to make. Statutory committees 
do not take priority over the rights of  the 
House.  

As a result, a House majority vote 
found the government in contempt and 
directed Mr. Stewart to appear before 
Parliament with the records. He appeared 
but did not provide the documents. He has 
been found in contempt of  Parliament, 
but the Speaker has not yet ruled on the 
consequences.

This has led to the unprecedented 
move by Trudeau to challenge the 
authority of  Parliament in court to ensure 
the documents never see the light of  day. 

This is now a battle between the Prime 
Minister and Parliament’s representative, 
the Speaker.

To his credit, Mr. Rota has stated that 
“the Speaker’s office will defend the rights 
of  the House. The legal system does not 
have any jurisdiction over the operations 
of  the House. We are our own jurisdiction. 
That is something we will fight tooth and 
nail to protect.”  

This government has shown 
their contempt for Parliament and 
disregard for the longstanding rights 
and responsibilities of  MPs. The Prime 
Minister cannot simply cast aside orders 
directed by Parliament.

He must abide by the will of  
Canadians as exercised by their 338 
elected representatives. The court must 
deny Trudeau’s request and protect 
our responsible government. Canada’s 
national security and the future of  our 
democracy depends upon it. 

Aurora is under siege.
I don’t mean by the microscopic 

coronavirus, although that’s certainly 
been the case over the past 16 months.

I mean by more visible intruders; 
invasive species.

The most obvious one these days is 
Lymantria dispar dispar, more commonly 
known as the Gypsy moth.

Native to Europe, they’ve been 
around our area for a number of  years, 
but in 2021 these caterpillars have really 
taken over. You can see them crawling 
over every exposed surface, bungee 
jumping on their silk threads from trees 
onto innocent pedestrians, and raining 
caterpillar poo onto everything under 
the tree canopy.

When it’s quiet you can even hear 
them munching away on the leaves.

Our main defence, the humble burlap 
sack jauntily tied scarf-like around 
tree trunks, has done nothing to stem 
the tide. It seems there’s hardly a tree 
in Town whose leaves don’t resemble 
Swiss cheese.

Also continuing to cause damage is 
last year’s poster insect, the Emerald 
Ash Borer. This Asian species has been 
destroying ash trees throughout southern 
Ontario, and despite treatments of  the 
chemical TreeAzin, continues to take a 
toll on our local tree populations.

But it’s not just insect life that making 
itself  at home here in Aurora. We’re 
also being overrun by plants from other 
parts of  the world.

European common reed, Japanese 
knotweed, garlic mustard and dog 

strangling vine, just to name a few, can 
be found in Town.

The problem with a lot of  these 
invaders is they crowd out native 
species, reducing diversity, and 
negatively affecting the ecosystem. On 
land, this could impact local species 
such as Monarch butterflies and 
trilliums. Reductions in pond levels 
associated with the invasive reed could 
harm everything from frogs and turtles 
to invertebrates.

And once these non-native species 
establish themselves, it’s hard to get rid 
of  them.

Take the caterpillars. There are only 
a few types of  native birds that will 
willingly eat them, and with far more 
bugs than avian stomach capacity, the 
biological balance is permanently out 
of  whack. There are sprays that can 
be used against them, but it’s hard to 
implement these on the scale necessary 
to make a difference.

Plants are similarly challenging to 
remove, as many are unpalatable to 
local herbivores, such as deer. Also, 

they can spread by a number of  means, 
and establish dense root systems that 
often promote further growth, even if  
the above ground part of  the plant is 
removed.

Apart from impacting our already 
fragile local ecosystems, these invaders 
can be physically harmful. Two non-
native plants that are thriving in 
Aurora are the giant hogweed and 
wild parsnip, the sap of  each of  which 
when it touches human skin, can cause 
painful burns and blisters, as well as 
scars that can remain for many years.

As can be expected, once they have 
a toe-hold, trying to remove these 
pests can be a big challenge.  A recent 
proposal has come forward for the 
Town to get residents to help eradicate 
some of  these plants through an 
Invasive Weed Cleanup day, perhaps as 
early as next year.

In the meantime, our best defence is 
education. The Town’s Invasive Species 
webpage has information on these, and 
there are a number of  other resources 
online. If  we can learn to recognise the 
species that aren’t supposed to be here, 
we can at least try to keep our own 
properties invader-free.

It may seem like a bit of  an 
uphill battle, but it’s a start.  And, 
being besieged by everything from 
development to climate change to 
invasive species, Aurora’s precious 
natural environment can sure use a 
hand.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com
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Have you secured your second dose of a COVID-19 vaccine?
PREVIOUS POLL

Under Siege

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP 

Aurora-Oak Ridges–Richmond Hill

BIPOC (Black, Indigenous and 
People of  Colour) authors are painting 
our literary canvases with fresh new 
strokes. Where once CanLit reading 
lists celebrated a rather monolithic 
backdrop of  narratives, new voices 
from racialized and Indigenous people 
are shifting our reading habits in new 
directions, bringing once marginalized 
voices to centre stage; acknowledging 
that CanLit is more than a singular 
space.

I have always believed that there 
was a symbiotic relationship between 
reading and social activism. Storytelling 
opens the reader to an understanding 
of  the human condition: Awareness 
sparks compassion and compassion 
can become a catalyst for change.

New voices expand a somewhat 
stodgy landscape of  Canadian writing 
to spaces where diverse authors tell 
their stories through lived experience, 
redefining narratives and creating 
awareness.  In changing the scope 
of  our cultural experiences, BIPOC 
writers are telling their stories, fearless 
and creative.

I’ve thought about this over the past 
year when I consider the writing that 
most excited me and expanded my 
world view. While legendary greats like 
Margaret Laurence, Mordecai Richler 
and Gabrielle Roy have not lost their 
meaning for me, as a lifelong reader, 
I have never before experienced a 
literary energy that is so truth-telling 
and inspiring.

The Writers’ Union of  Canada 
brings published authors to libraries 
through their National Public Readings 
Program. On October 28, the Writers’ 
Union of  Canada and the League 
of  Canadian Poets will be hosting 
a digital conference for emerging 
BIPOC authors. This conference will 
provide feedback from distinguished 
published authors, as well as an 
industry panel discussion. Application 
is free; registration through the Writers’ 
Union of  Canada (BIPOC Writers 
Connect). 

This is an exciting time for readers 
as BIPOC writers raise their voices and 
take their place in the literary canon 
of  CanLit. And as the landscape in 
Library Land is repainted with fresh 
colours, cultivating new ideas and 
inspiring positive change, I could not 
be happier.

A primer of  some my favourite 
Canadian BIPOC authors:

Andre Alexis (Fifteen Dogs)

David Chariandy (Brother)

Farzana Doctor (Seven)

Michelle Good (Five Little Indians)

Catherine Hernandez (Scarborough)

Nalo Hopkinson  

(The New Moon’s Arms)

Eden Robinson (Trickster)

Drew Hayden Taylor 
   (Chasing Painted Horses)

 
Reccia Mandelcorn is the Manager, 
Community Collaboration at Aurora Public 
Library. The opinions expressed in this 
column reflect her personal thoughts about 
the engagement of  community with their 
public library.

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is 
enjoying…

Sunglasses Weather!
Stop squinting! Celebrate the long days of summer with 

this pair of classic circular blue-lensed Willson Goggles 

(988.21a,b), made after 1929. While the Willson company 

is best known today for their early 20th century side-

shielded motorcycle goggles, they were pioneers in early 

industrial safety eyewear, and later expanded into fashion 

sunglasses.

Welcome to 
Library Land

By Reccia Mandelcorn

Canada’s Responsible Government  
is in the Cross Hairs  

Will a federal election 
be called before 

September?
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York Hills tackles youth mental health wait list 
through Provincial funding

Before the start of  the global 
pandemic, more than 28,000 children 
and youth across Ontario were on wait 
lists for mental health services. Here 
in Aurora, those wait lists to get the 
help so desperately needed can often 
top the two-year marker – a situation 
only exacerbated by the realities of  
COVID-19.

This is a reality faced every day 
by York Hills Centre for Children, 
Youth and Families and thanks to 
an investment of  $543,900 from the 
Provincial government, they will soon 
be able to lessen the wait times faced 
by those seeking their services. 

The investment was part of  a 
larger announcement made by 
Health Minister Christine Elliott and 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
MPP Michael Parsa at York Hills’ 
Bloomington Road headquarters on 
Friday morning. Also benefiting will be 
Family Services of  York Region, which 
will receive $64,600 for counseling 
and prevention work with diverse and 

marginalized communities, $18,500 
to Newmarket’s Cedar Centre for 
counselling and prevention work, 
$38,500 to Southlake Regional Health 
Centre to support crisis counselling, 

and $3,000 to Addiction Services of  
York Region to help high-needs clients.

York Hills’ share of  the money will 
bring in at least five new full-time 
clinicians to serve high-needs families 
and underserved communities, 
including BIPOC child and youth 
clients.

“COVID-19 has had an impact 
on all of  us and when children and 
youth are struggling, families and 
communities are struggling,” said Ms. 
Elliott.  “This funding will improve 
access to specialized mental health 
services and shorten waitlists and wait 
times so children and youth can access 
the care they need when and where 
they need it.”

York Hills is the largest children’s 
and mental health centre in York 
Region, helping youth up to the age 
of  18. As such, they serve over 5,000 
clients each year.

“As our children and youth return 
to on-site schooling in the fall, the 
demand for mental health treatment 
will grow exponentially,” said Dean 
Rokos, CEO of  York Hills. “Services 
such as ours and those of  Family 
Services of  York Region that are 
currently taxed will be even further 
inundated.

“Wait lists in York Region have easily 
topped the two-year marker and they 
are growing exponentially. Here at York 
Hills alone, we have over 500 families 
on wait lists and the list is growing by 
the day. Furthermore, families in York 
Region have faced particularly long 
wait times and barriers to accessing 
care as funding does not fully reflect 
the high population growth in our 
community in recent years. This fact 

creates even more barriers to accessing 
of  services and many equity-seeking 
and newcomer families are truly 
struggling.”

In welcoming Friday’s 
announcement, York Hills’ Board 
President Steven Rebellato cited a 
recent Ipsos survey which found 60 per 
cent of  parents had noted behavioural 
changes in their child since the start 
of  the pandemic, ranging from 
outbursts to extreme irritability, to 
drastic changes in mood, behaviour, 
or personality – including difficulty 
sleeping and persistent sadness.

“Significant changes such as these 
can be signs of  mental illness and 
poor mental health,” he said. “Not 
surprisingly, child and mental health 
care services like York Hills and Family 
Services of  York Region are seeing a 
higher demand for services and more 
severe mental illness in children. Here 
at York Hills, our wait list represents 
some of  the neediest members of  
our community who are desperately 
waiting for much-needed mental 
health services we provide. We know 
when working with our acute care 
partners that youth are increasingly 
being admitted to pediatrics or the 
emergency department after self-harm 
or a suicide attempt as opposed to 
seeking psychiatry services, meaning 
their attempts are much more severe 
or require medical intervention.

“The funding provided today will 
assist organizations like York Hills in 
reducing wait times that can mean 
the difference between life and death, 
in particular during this challenging 
period where support for families is 
needed most.”

On hand for Friday’s funding announcement to support mental health programs and tackle long wait lists were, from left: Steven Rebellato, President of 
York Hills Centre for Children, Youth and Families, Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MPP Michael Parsa, Health Minister Christine Elliott, Dean Rokos, CEO 
of York Hills, and Susan Warren, Director of Inclusivity and Community Development for Family Services York Region. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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COMMUNITY NOTICE
ANNUAL VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Every year, CN is required to clear its right-of-way of any vegetation that may pose a safety  
hazard. Vegetation on railway right-of-way, if left uncontrolled, can contribute to trackside fires 
and impair proper inspection of track infrastructure. The spray program is not being done for  
aesthetic reasons.

For safe railway operations, CN will conduct its annual spray program on its rail lines in the  
province of Ontario. A certified professional will be applying herbicides on and around the railway 
tracks (primarily along the 16 feet graveled area/ballast). All product requirements for setbacks  
in the vicinity of dwellings, aquatic environments and municipal water supplies will be met.

CN may use the following herbicides and active ingredients: VP480 (Dow), Esplanade (Bayer),  
Overdrive (BASF), Detail (BASF), Arsenal (BASF), Navius (Bayer), Gateway (Corteva), VisionMax 
(Bayer) using Glyphosate (480g/L or 540g/L), Indaziflam (200 g/L), Diflufenzopyr (20%), Dicamba 
(50%), Saflufenacil (29.74%), imazapyr isopropylamine (26.7%), Metsulfuron-methyl (12.6%), Amino-
cyclopyrachlor (39.5%), Paraffinic Oil (586 g/L), Alkoxylated alcohol non-ionic surfactants (242 g/L)

CN only uses herbicides that have been approved for use in Canada and in the Province within 
which they are applied.

The program is expected to take place from June to October 2021.

Visit www.cn.ca/vegetation to see the list of cities as well as the updated schedule.

For more information, contact the CN Public Inquiry Line at contact@cn.ca or 1-888-888-5909.

Making 
a Happy 
Homeowner 
is my 
primary goal.

Roya Doosti Khah
Mortgage Specialist GTA

 647-615-1643    Roya.Doostikhah@bmo.com ®/™ Trademarks of Bank of Montreal. 

• 130-Day Mortgage Rate Guarantee
• Pre-Construction Mortgage
• New Purchase
• Refinance
•  Newcomer and  

Non-Resident Mortgage
• Homeowner ReadiLine®

As businesses continue to re-find their 
feet in this new normal, the Aurora 

Chamber of  Commerce, in conjunction 
with York University and York’s Schulich 
School of  Business, are coming together 
to lend their expertise to help ensure 
success. 

The Chamber recently announced 

Accelerate Business Recovery virtual hub will  
be resource to businesses in return

the Accelerate Business Recovery 
Hub, a program sponsored by the 
Aurora-based Desjardins Insurance in 
partnership with York’s programs, the 
Town, and the Government of  Ontario.

Launched at 
acceleratebusinessrecovery.ca, it is 
designed to be an “all-in-one self-serve 
website rich with content” including 
instructional videos to help businesses 
“as they emerge from the pandemic.”

“The instructional videos housed in 
the Knowledge Centre will be curated 
by York University [and] Schulich 
School of  Business professors covering 
key areas of  digital marketing, strategic 
planning, and financial planning,” said 
Sandra Ferri, President & CEO of  the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce. “The 
short instructional videos in the Success 
Tips section were provided by local 
business leaders with hands-on, topic-
specific suggestions. New videos will be 
added regularly to keep business owners 
engaged and learning. As part of  the 
Hub, we engaged a business consultant 
who will be available to support local 
businesses facing challenges.”

The consultant, Raffi Sethian, is billed 
as “a serial entrepreneur who spent the 
first part of  his career in accounting, 
investment banking and private equity.”

“He’s also a mentor and coach 
supporting small businesses and start-
ups,” says the Chamber. “Raffi has 

started and successfully exited three 
businesses and knows what it takes to be 
an entrepreneur.”

Part of  his mandate, they say, will be 
to hold monthly roundtable meetings 
with other consultants in a casual 
setting so businesses owners can drop 
in with their questions “and have them 
answered right on the spot.”

“The richness of  the hub doesn’t 
stop there,” said Ms. Ferri. “Our 
partnership with York University’s 
Schulich School of  Business will allow 
us to offer 100 business owners free 
enrolment and a foundation certificate 
in business management. Designed and 
delivered by… professors, this online 
program provides a solid foundation 
in running a business. The program 
is valued at $2,000 and will be free to 
100 business owners whose businesses 
have been impacted by COVID-19. We 
have committed a significant number 
of  viable seats for women and BIPOC 
business owners.”

The launch of  the Accelerate 
Business Hub is just one initiative 
recently launched by the Chamber to 
support businesses in their COVID 
recovery. They are also distributing 
rapid testing kits free of  charge to all 
Aurora businesses.

“Keeping our businesses safe and 
open is a key part of  our economic 
recovery,” says Ms. Ferri.

HONOURED BUSINESSES – The pride continues for winners of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce’s 2021 Business Excellence Awards. Seen here with their trophies are (clockwise from top 
left) Sara and Andrew of Warner Roofing (Young Entrepreneur Award), Lorris Herenda, CEO of Yellow Brick House, which was honoured with the Resilience Award, and Phil, Scott and David of Apple Self-
Storage and Suites (Community Influencer/Leadership Award).                    Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Serving Aurora businesses 
for over 20 years

- Corporate year end taxes 

- Financial statement preparation 

- Accounting and bookkeeping 

- Business and personal tax planning 

- Personal tax preparation 

- US tax preparation

- Estate planning

To set up a free consultation, 
please call or email us: info@krestongta.com

Kreston GTA, Chartered Professional Accountants 

Food security in focus around Council table with 
potential Food Charter

Food insecurity is a problem that 
often flies under the radar in Aurora, 
but it is prevalent nonetheless – and 
Council is laying the groundwork to 
tackle the issue head-on.

Last week, Council unanimously 
approved a motion from Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, one which calls on 
the Town to look at the possibility of  
developing a Food Charter for Aurora 
and the creation of  a Food Security 
Advisory Committee with an aim of  
facilitating “better access to quality, safe, 
nutritious, and culturally appropriate 
food for all residents.”

These goals include expanding 
community gardens throughout Aurora 
and looking at programs to make home 
gardening, including window gardening 
for those who don’t have a yard, easier 
and more accessible.

Such a committee, Councillor 
Humfryes added, would “foster support 
for local food security initiatives such 
as backyard gardening programs and 
container gardening programs that 
ensure greater food security and food 
literacy in Aurora.”

“This speaks to how we, as a 
community, can work together to 
meet our social, environmental, 
health and wellness goals,” she said. 
“[A Food Charter] can be with the 
citizen-led volunteer group or advisory 
committee.”

Through her work at Welcome 
Table, a weekly meal program for 
low-income Aurorans facilitated by 
volunteers from several local churches 
as well as community members at large, 
Councillor Humfryes says she has seen 
the prevalence of  food insecurity within 
the community and anything one can 
do to help is a win.

Supporting the motion was Kasie 

Colbeck, an Aurora resident who is co-
lead of  Project Let-Us, a multi-phase 
project aimed at fostering community 
gardening at all levels, increasing 
education on food security, and giving 
residents the tools they need to not only 
grow food for themselves but share the 
excess with residents in need through 
food pantries.

“Food security means the ability 
to access healthy food that you need 
when you need it,” said Ms. Colbeck. 
“Project Let-Us helps to foster 
food security and food literacy by 
increasing access to fresh produce for 
more people. It also builds a sense of  
community through shared learning.

“We hope to increase awareness 
of  local food insecurity, develop a 
better understanding of  where our 
food comes from and really create a 
good sense of  community and giving 
back, as well as a sense of  pride and 
increased education. I am looking 
for the Town of  Aurora to essentially 
adopt this program, like other 
municipalities have, in future years 
and help promote and raise awareness 
around gardening and giving back.”

Councillor Humfryes’ motion was 
unanimously approved by Council, 
with members agreeing that there is a 
renewed appetite to learn more about 
food production and gardening.

“I think it is very good educationally 
for people to know how to grow their 
own food,” said Councillor Rachel 
Gilliland, noting that community 
groups such as the York Region Food 
Network are working towards the 
same goal. “Maybe there is some 
collaborating with the York Region 
Food Network.”

The possibility of  developing a seed 
bank, she added, was an idea worth 
exploring but she sought assurances 
that the Town going down this road 
wouldn’t end up competing with 
businesses that provide like services.

“It is a delicate balance of  how the 
municipality gets involved and what 
that looks like,” she concluded. “At 
the same time, I think teaching people 
how to be self-sustaining and being 
able to grow their own food is great. 
If  this is strictly about that, this is 
great. As far as collaborating, I would 
hope that staff  would look into other 
local organizations that already do 
something like this and how the Town 
can collaborate with [other groups].”

In supporting the motion, Mayor 
Tom Mrakas placed particular 
emphasis in the development of  the 
potential Food Charter.

“It is time the Town of  Aurora 
looks at developing a Food Charter. 
At the end of  the day, a Food Charter 
is just a statement of  values, principles 
and priorities for sustainable food 

systems… and food security for all,” 
he said. “I think it is important that 
our Town has that implemented. 

“We need to move in this direction 
and I like the idea of  how we can 
provide a seed program. I think 
some of  the things we heard from 
the delegate today about how we’re 
working with those who are less 
fortunate in our communities, such 
as Welcoming Arms, and providing 
them with the knowledge of  how 
they can grow food and provide them 
with the start-up to do that, I think 
is an exemplary way to speak about 
that – what the Town is about and 
how we can make sure that all of  us 
work together as we move forward – 
especially at this time. I am looking 
forward to seeing what comes back 
from staff.”

Mayor Tom Mrakas, centre, formally cut the ribbon at the grand opening of Agora Prep Academy, a 
new learning centre on Wellington Street West which takes a different approach to education. Joining 
Mayor Mrakas were Principal, Founder and visionary behind Agora Prep Sylvia Martignani, right, and 
Seanna Murray of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce.                        Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

OPEN FOR LEARNING
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HAPPY CANADA DAY

MICHAEL PARSA, MPP
Aurora–Oak Ridges–Richmond Hill

905-773-6250
michael.parsaco@pc.ola.org

TONY
Van Bynen
Member of Parliament Newmarket-Aurora

Constituency Office: 905-953-7515 • email: Tony.VanBynen@parl.gc.ca • website: vanbynen.ca

let us refl ect on the enormous potential we have as 
a nation.  But in doing so, let us also remember 
that our past harbours many horrifi c tragedies that 
need to be addressed in a spirit of cooperation, 
understanding, truth and respect.

And as we refl ect on our past, and the possibilities 
for the future, let us do so  with love, compassion and 
understanding of Indigenous Peoples in Canada 
and their important role in defi ning our future.

Let us embrace diversity, value culture, celebrate 
our differences, and respect the vast mosaic that 
is Canada.  Together, we can make a difference.

This Canada Day This Canada Day 
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TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Town of Aurora passed municipal-wide development charges amending By-law No. 6357-
21 on the 22nd day of June, 2021 under section 2 (1) of the Development Charges Act, 1997, S.O., 1997 c. 27, as amended; 

AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or organization may appeal to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal under section 14 of the 
Act, in respect of the development charges by-law, by filing with the Clerk of the municipality of the Town of Aurora on or before 
the 1st day of August, 2021 a notice of appeal setting out the objection to the by-law and the reasons supporting the objection.

The schedule of development charges imposed by the amending by-law, which came into effect on June 22, 2021, is as follows: 

NOTICE OF PASSING:MUNICIPAL-WIDE 
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES BYLAW

A copy of the complete development 
charges by-law and its amending by-

law is available for review upon request 
by contacting the Town Clerk.

NON-RESIDENTIAL

Single and Semi-
Detached Dwelling Multiples Apartments - 

Large
Apartments - 

Small

Special 
Care/Special 

Dwelling Units

(per sq.ft. of Gross 
Floor Area)

(per sq.m. of Gross 
Floor Area)

Town-Wide Services:
Municipal parking spaces 13                                 10                         8                           5                           4                           0.01 0.11

Fire Services 943                               701                       569                       390                       291                       0.39 4.20

Parks and Recreation Services 15,536                          11,550                  9,383                    6,432                    4,787                    0.69 7.43

Library Services 1,614                            1,200                    975                       668                       497                       0.07 0.75

General Government 821                               610                       496                       340                       253                       0.34 3.66

Total Town-Wide Services 18,927                          14,071                  11,431                  7,835                    5,832                    1.50 16.15
Town-Wide Engineered Services

Services Related to a Highway 6,495                            4,829                    3,925                    2,690                    2,002                    2.70 29.06

Wastewater Services 777                               578                       469                       322                       239                       0.32 3.44

Water Supply and Distribution Services 399                               297                       241                       165                       123                       0.17 1.83

Total Town-Wide Engineered Services 7,671                            5,704                    4,635                    3,177                    2,364                    3.19 34.33

GRAND TOTAL 26,598                          19,775                  16,066                  11,012                  8,196                    4.69 50.48

Service

RESIDENTIAL 

DATED at Aurora this 22nd day of June, 2021. 
Michael De Rond, Town Clerk.

Town of Aurora
100 John West Way, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1 
905-727-1375

AURORA.CA/PUBLICNOTICES

Ysabel Cattle named Aurora’s 2021 Teen Idol

Music has always been a passion for 
Ysabel Cattle.

The 15-year-old Aurora resident, who 
just finished Grade 9 at Richmond Hill’s 
Alexander Mackenzie High School for 
the Performing Arts, always has her eyes 
set on stepping stones on the road to 
fulfilling her dreams as an artist.

She found just that close to home at 
the 2021 Aurora Teen Idol competition 
where the first-time participant 
ultimately took home the crown.

Ysabel, along with first runner up 
Julia Romanelli of  Richmond Hill, were 
presented with their sashes at Town Hall 
last week.

In an ordinary year, the finals for 
Aurora Teen Idol would have been 
near the culmination of  Canada 
Day Celebrations. But, once again, 
this is not an ordinary year and the 
2021 competition took place over 
Zoom – a different way to connect 
with an audience, but an intimate one 
nonetheless.

“I have always just loved to sing,” says 
Ysabel. “I saw the contest was running 
and thought it was a perfect opportunity 
for me to share my passion with everyone 
and a perfect venue. It was my first time 

really doing a singing competition and it 
was a really cool experience.”

Music and singing are passions Ysabel 
shares with her mother, who is also her 
vocal coach. Together they found a 
perfect song for the contest, one which 
combined Ysabel’s love of  country music 
as well as pop: “Blue” by LeAnn Rimes.

“It’s such a unique song and sung 
so beautifully,” she says of  the original 
track. “It really connected with me. I 
listened to the song, sang it through a 
bunch of  times, talked to my siblings and 
parents just trying to breathe and relax, 
made some jokes to my parents, and by 
the time my turn came I just held my 
mom’s hand and sang through it as best 
as I possibly could and put my whole 
heart and soul into it.”

The Aurora Teen Idol competition 
wasn’t the first singing contest tackled by 
Julia. A recent participant in the Long 
& McQuade Singing Contest, she found 
the Aurora competition online and was 
thrilled to take part.

“The song I chose was ‘Anyone’ by 
Demi Lovato,” says Julia. “I have a lot 
of  experience with that song and it really 
connects with me. I know Demi wrote it 
about her addiction, but personally I feel 
alone a lot and I feel people don’t really 
understand me and this song is about 
that, not being understood. 

“Seeing all these other singers – they 

were all so good. I was literally so shocked. 
I saw the judges faces and thought, ‘Oh, 
my God, I’m actually doing good,’ and 
I definitely learned a lot from hearing 
other people singing. It just made me 
feel really humbled because they were so 
good.”

Ysabel had a similar reaction to the 
judges’ feedback and says her takeaway 
from the competition is to always keep 
working through challenging parts of  a 
song and “instead of  focusing on how it 
sounds, focus on how you feel singing it.”

“It is about just sticking to my heart 
and sticking to what I really want to do 
and not what others tell me to do; just 
singing because I love it and not because 
everyone is telling me to do so,” she says. 
“Just knowing how to breathe, sing the 
first few bars, it’s all going to be okay – 
you’re good just the way you are and to 
just go for it. I just want to perform and 
share my love of  music with everyone 
and just get my name out there. I really 
just love to sing, share it with everyone 
and tell my story – and stories through 
song. It is really exciting just to be able to 
stand in front of  a stage and perform.”

It remains to be seen just when 
Ysabel and Julia will have the chance 
to stand on stage and perform in front 
of  live audiences given current health 
restrictions, but both are hopeful there 
will be many opportunities for them in 

Aurora in the year ahead.
Such opportunities could include 

performing at Town-run events, such 
as Movies in the Park, and potentially 
a revived Concerts in the Park series, 
should circumstances allow.

Steering those events is Shelley Ware, 
Special Events Coordinator for the 
Town of  Aurora, who says she is eager 
for these young singers to show the 
community what made them rise to the 
top.

“Going virtual was different, but what 
we really saw amongst the contestants 
was a level of  support you don’t see in 
the in-person setting,” says Ms. Ware. 
“Each person was cheering each other 
through Zoom and sending notes of  
encouragement. I found it actually to 
be a more bonding experience and I 
think we got to learn more about each 
of  the individual participants than we 
would have otherwise in an in-person 
setting. In an in-person setting there is a 
stage and a distance between it and the 
audience. Virtually, there didn’t seem to 
be that distance.

“Both Ysabel and Julia were 
phenomenal and years beyond their 
age in terms of  handling their vocal 
instrument. We really look forward to 
watching the Teen Idol and Runner Up 
at upcoming events when safe and able 
to do so.”

Receiving their sashes at Petch House last week were 2021 Teen Idol Ysabel Cattle, left, and First Runner Up Julia Romanelli.                                                                                          Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Move over, Library Square: “Aurora Town Square”  
is new name for downtown project

Church Street Square: Canned.
Constellation Square: Fizzled. 
Aurora Junction: Questioned.
There could only be one, and “Aurora 

Town Square” is now the official name for 
the downtown revitalization project which 
has, for the past four decades, been known 
as Library Square.

Council formalized the decision last 
week on a vote of  5 – 2, with Councillors 
John Gallo and Rachel Gilliland voting 
against the motion.

“This is a long time coming, a long 
history behind this square,” said Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, who formalized an 
amendment to include the name of  the 
Town in the final branding. “We started 
calling this ‘Town Square’ for a very long 
time and at one point jokingly ‘The Piazza’ 
in 2010 when some of  us were first elected. 
I have heard many, many comments [and] 
feedback that Town Square sounds old, 
doesn’t sound ‘with it’, but for me, a ‘Town 
Square’ means a place of  gathering, a place 
to go, a place where everything happens. I 
think this is the best name for our Square; 
it is going to be incredible, it is going to be 
full of  life, and that is the name I think is 
best suited.”

The majority of  Council ultimately 
agreed with her, but the final choice may 
not have been as “with it” as Councillor 
Gilliland envisioned.

Councillor Gilliland, who previously 
said the short list of  names presented 
to Council was “basic,” reiterated her 
position, and expressed disappointment 
that a “tournament” style process to 
engage the public on the best name for 
the $60 million project wasn’t actively 
considered.

“We had some emails back around 
some of  the questions [raised] at the last 
GC (General Committee meeting) about 
whether or not we could do a call for 
renaming and some of  the implications 
around whether or not we were to wait and 
I didn’t get an answer back,” she said. “I am 
not sure that was even presented tonight, 
but it was a tournament-style presentation 
where a couple of  names would be 
presented [for] the general public [to] vote 
on one of  these two names and it would be 
like a process of  elimination. I thought it 
was a pretty neat idea to expedite it a little 
bit and I still like the idea of  having ‘other’ 
in there and whether or not it was staff  
would consider to put in a pool of  process 
of  elimination of  the two. You could do 
that in just a few weeks. I thought it was 
a great way to have the public engaged or 
at least feel like they have been part of  the 
naming process.”

While the public did have a say in the 
shortlist presented to Council, Councillor 
Gilliland argued that that round of  public 
consultation took place before the final 
vision for Library Square was voted on 
by Council last year and the four ultimate 
options did not fully reflect the project that 
is now under construction.

As far as that round of  public consultation 

went, she pointed out that much of  it took 
place over PlaceSpeak, the Town’s now-
defunct online engagement platform and 
the new portal, Engage Aurora, provides a 
better opportunity to reach residents.

Also among her concerns were the 
timing of  the re-brand, particularly as it 
relates to securing corporate sponsorship 
for the development.

“I wasn’t sold on the idea that they 
couldn’t go ahead and start marketing 

this now without having a specific name,” 
she contended. “I think they are more 
than capable of  selling the vision and 
the dream of  what it is and encompass 
the way it is presented and maybe there 
is some opportunity within that with the 
name selection. Obviously, we are going 
to think about naming the Square, which 
I didn’t even think was an option because 
as far as I was concerned that wasn’t an 
option. Needless to say, I don’t believe that 

the name will slow anything down and 
whether or not people will donate to the 
place. 

“I would love the opportunity to at least 
have a hand in this tournament to take 
place and give the public that opportunity. 
I think it is a great way to move things up 
and who knows, maybe it will end up being 
Town Square, but at least we can say we 
did reach out to the public and give them 
that opportunity.”

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

Angelic Treasures Christian Daycare at 126 Wellington Street West celebrated its grand opening on Saturday by hosting Mayor Mrakas and a host of other 
dignitaries. For more information, visit angelictreasuresdaycare.com.                                         Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
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Disc Golf course takes another 
step forward in Aurora

 By Robert Belardi 

Aurora Town Council passed a 
motion from Councillor Harold Kim last 
week to continue looking into opening a 
disc golf  course in the Town. 

Staff  are expected to bring back a 
report on the matter this October. 

This proposal was first introduced 
back in February by Jeff  MacKeigan, 
his business partner Cara Hovius and 
Aurora resident and disc golf  player 
Todd Billo. 

MacKeigan and Hovius were 
responsible for installing a beginner-
friendly disc golf  course at Marilyn Bell 
Park and in Scarlett Woods in Toronto. 

They have received supportive 
remarks from Toronto Mayor John Tory 
and touching comments from the local 
patrons for the course they have built.

Council was very impressed with 
their presentation and loved the fact that 
anyone is able to play disc golf  at any time 
and at any point throughout the year. 

MacKeigan said that many players 
play disc-golf  at night by installing lights 
on the disc. It is also a sport that can be 
played in the winter as well. 

Typically, to install a disc golf  course, 
MacKeigan explained it does not need to 
be constructed on a flat piece of  land. 

“Disc golf  is incredibly diverse. We’ve 
played in disc golf  courses in the middle 
of  the forest, we’ve played in Iceland, 
we’ve played in Hawaii, we’ve played in 
Arizona, we’re going to a course on the 
weekend that is hidden away in a forest,” 
MacKeigan said. 

“One of  the things that we pride 
ourselves on is developing a course that 

will have various topographical features 
that will be available for us.” 

A beginner disc golf  course would 
range between half-an-acre to one full 
acre per hole.

MacKeigan and Hovius suggested to 
begin small to test how the community 
would react to the newest addition. 

Working with over six designers across 
Canada, areas that have boomed with 
the development of  disc golf  courses 
include Windsor, Thunder Bay, Sudbury, 
Whitby, Oshawa, Barrie, Midland and 
others. 

The growth and the demand for disc 
golf  course is encouraging many patrons 
to get out and get active in a COVID 
friendly space. 

One of  the areas that lacks disc golf  
courses is of  course York Region and 
MacKeigan and Hovius would like to 
change that. 

“I think it would help that sense of  
hope and excitement that’s in the air 
right now. It would allow the community 
to rally around something and get them 
excited about,” MacKeigan said.

“For a long time, people have been 
inside and afraid to read the news. I guess 
it’s time for people to get up and have 
something to cheer about.” 

Following a unanimous decision from 
Council, staff  will review this further. 

MacKeigan and Hovius say they are 
optimistic and hope the time to speak 
about this comes a lot sooner than 
expected. They would love to provide an 
inclusive activity to get the community 
involved. For them, it’s all about the 
people. And whatever it takes to make 
them happy.

Aurora Tigers slot in some more changes
By Robert Belardi 

It’s been busy in the jungle for the past few 
weeks. 

The Aurora Tigers announced a new 
assistant coach, new captain, new assistant 
captain and a new player, all while the 
Ontario Junior Hockey League confirmed 
via press release, Board Governors have 
approved an October 1 start date for the 
upcoming season. 

The Tigers got things started when 
Team Governor and General Manager Jim 
Thomson caught wind that assistant coach 
Robert Powers had been speaking with a 
gentleman named Joseph Piccone. 

“I said I know this guy. When we looked at 
his resume and saw he is a former Tiger who 
won the RBC Cup here and was interested 
in coming aboard, it was a no brainer,” 
Thomson. 

“He won the national championship in 
the dressing room. He brings a lot of  history 
and a lot of  belief  back to Aurora.” 

Piccone recorded 12 points in 21 playoff  

games en-route to winning the cup back in 
2007. He is excited to be returning to Aurora, 
which he praises as one of  the best hockey 
towns around.

“Aurora has been a place where 
champions have been built. The 04 Tigers 
were a machine and in 07 we were a strong 
team too. That winning culture is what 
has embodied the Tigers for a long time,” 
Piccone said. 

“And ultimately, it’s also how the Aurora 
community circles around the team. We 
were always welcomed everywhere we went. 
Seeing what Jim does within the community, 
that spirit is still alive today. To see that 
consistency over the last 15 – 20 years is 
incredible and speaks volumes about the 
organization.” 

Shortly after Piccone was named to 
the bench, the Tigers named defenceman 
Jonathan Balah the club’s captain for this 
year via Instagram. 

The 19-year-old Barrie native led the team 
in points in his first year with the group. He 
recorded 10 goals and 26 assists. Coach Greg 
Johnston also announced Luc Reeve and 

Tommy Kloepfer will be the team’s assistant 
captains. 

The club, which has continuously 
revamped the roster and the front office over 
the past year, has continued to put their best 
foot forward in chase of  a title. 

The group finished second last in the 
season pre-COVID-19, with a 7-43-4 
record. 

Approaching this upcoming season and 
with pretty much a completely different 
roster, the jungle recently welcomed 
18-year-old left-winger from Hopeville, 
ON, Connor Van Weelie to the team. 

Van Weelie will be entering the OJHL 
for the first time in his young career. He 
previously spent the past two seasons with 
the Kirkland Lake Gold Miners in the 

NOJHL, recording a total of  37 points (24 
G, 13 A) in 61 total games played. 

On approach to the start of  the season 
that every OHL player and member of  
staff  have been waiting for, Piccone says 
that this office has a lot of  experience that is 
beneficial to the players.

“Top to bottom in our office, we have 
some incredibly experienced hockey 
players. Jim Thomson played at the highest 
level. Coach Johnston played at the highest 
level. Coach Powers played pro and was an 
NCAA standout and he won a title with 
Stouffville. I’m coming in with the least 
amount of  playing experiences but we all 
believe in the same thing. Put your work on 
the line. Be disciplined. Have the desire and 
the will to win and you will succeed.”

Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.
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Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333
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refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
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Funeral Home
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Sports Hall of Fame’s Class of 2021 welcomed by Council

They hit the ice and the grass, built local 
sports from the ground up, and shared 
athletic success stories on our airwaves – 
and now they are set to be inducted into 
the Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame as the 
Class of  2021.

Inductees in the Athlete category are 
NHL star Steve Vickers and Canadian 
tennis champ Brendan Macken and, in 
the Builder/Contributor category, Lois 
Thompson of  the Aurora Diggers softball 

team and broadcaster Colin Graham.
“Colin had many, many years of  

involvement with the Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association, very well-known in 
that particular sport,” said Stephen Forsey 
of  the Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame. “In 
fact, the Town in 1985 awarded him what 
was then the Bob Harman Memorial 
Award for Sports Involvement, a very 
gracious recipient of  that and certainly 
lots of  contributions. He served for a time 
as the President of  the Aurora Minor 
Lacrosse Association in 1983 to 1991 and 
many of  you will know that he hosted the 
Aurora Sports Beat television show with 

honoured member Lowell McClenny for 
25 years, certainly a well-known face in the 
community.”

Thompson, he said, has a name 
that is synonymous with softball in the 
community, and was instrumental in the 
development of  the club’s house league 
program.

“She has contributed a lot and she 
has done everything in that sport from 
organizing fields and permits and getting 
umpires and referees and just arranging 
finances,” said Forsey. “She was a terrific 
and continues be to be a terrific supporter 
of  that sport. She has also served as a 
Board member on the Provincial Women’s 
Softball Association for more than 25 years. 
[The House League development] allowed 
the sport in the Town to grow quite a bit. 
Her contributions as a sporting volunteer 
were recognized by the last administration 
for Town Council and they bestowed on 
her a 40-year volunteer recognition award. 
That is significant and we are pleased to 
welcome Lois Thompson as an Aurora 
Sport Hall off  Fame inductee.”

Another long-time Aurora resident, 
Steve Vickers began his 10-year NHL 
career with the New York Rangers and 
stayed with the team for a decade. 

“Those of  you who follow hockey as I 
do, know that is quite an anomaly to have 
all of  your career in one spot,” said Forsey. 
“He was such a good player that in the 
1972 – 73 season, he won the NHL Rookie 
of  the Year, which is the Calder Memorial 
Trophy. An unknown fact about Steve’s 
playing in the NHL, in 1972, he was 
actually the first rookie to score a hat trick 
in two consecutive games and that is quite 
unusual. An excellent player, certainly 
played on some very good lines and some 
good teams. He was actually a two-time 
participant in the NHL all-star games.”

In the immediate post-war years, the 

eyes of  many tennis fans across the country 
were on the Brendan Macken, who died 
last March in his 97th year, as he began 
his storied career in tennis – one which 
took him around the world – and back to 
Aurora.

“Brendan was a long-time resident of  
Aurora as well, owned a business here in 
the early years and then later moved his 
family,” said Forsey. “In 1950, he was the 
Canadian Open Men’s Singles Champion 
and then he also was part of  the doubles 
team and did very well in that regard, but 
he was also the top-ranked singles player 
in Canada in the years 1946, 48, and 52. 
His contributions to the sport of  tennis are 
well-known and he was inducted into the 
Canadian Tennis Hall of  Fame in 1981.”

The inductees were applauded by 
Council members, particularly Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner who added a tidbit on 
Thompson: “Lois conducted bingos at our 
local bingo hall to support the Diggers and 
I can tell you that is not an easy job. I don’t 
know when she had any free time at all and 
I thank her.”

The Class of  2021 will be inducted into 
the Hall of  Fame at a formal dinner set for 
November 18 at the Royal Venetian on 
Industrial Parkway South and tickets will 
be on sale soon.

“Congratulations to all the inductees,” 
said Mayor Tom Mrakas. “I am looking 
forward to November – I know everyone is 
– and maybe the most important part has 
been skipped over: the fact we’re looking at 
having an in-person dinner and that is very, 
very exciting. I think the word needs to get 
out there and I think everyone in this Town 
will be very excited to have an in-person 
event. Obviously, we have our fingers 
crossed, we’re all hoping that’s exactly 
where we’re going to be. I am confident 
we will be and it is going to be a great, fun 
evening.”

Know what to look for: Education 
campaign could tackle invasive species

Invasive species are all around us, but 
many people don’t know what to look for.

That could change if  an education 
campaign from the Town of  Aurora gets 
off  the ground.

Council last week approved a motion 
from Councillor Rachel Gilliland calling 
for the Parks Department to work with the 
Aurora Community Arboretum on rolling 
out in-person pop-up education events to 
teach residents about the safe handling and 
disposal of  invasive plants and insects.

Pending a further report from staff, 
this idea could be expanded to future 
community clean-up days where invasive 
species will be targeted along with garbage.

“Everyone concludes that actionable 
education is top of  the list in terms of  
how to mitigate the spread of  invasive 
species in our Town and in our parks and 
on our trails,” said Councillor Gilliland on 
consultation with Arboretum leaders and 
other stakeholders. “I was very fortunate 
to have a tour of  the Arboretum with 
John and Irene [Clement] who helped 
me identify some invasive species such as 
garlic mustard, buckthorn, dog-strangling 
vine to name a few – and they taught me 
a lot about phragmites (a type of  reed) and 
how rampant that is. Invasive species are 
becoming more and more rampant and 
what the general public probably doesn’t 
realise is our parks, trails and natural areas 
are facing ecological collapse if  we don’t do 
something more proactively.

“Although the crux of  my motion is really 
around invasive species, it is important to 
capture invasive insects at the same time. I 
truly believe with a hands-on approach is 
something that really helps people identify 
and ask questions and be a part of  the 
solution.”

You might pass by garlic mustard every 
day and not know it, she added, and once 
you know what to look for, you’re likely to 
see it all the time – and know what to do 
about it.

Council received the idea with 
enthusiasm, although some questions 
remained about the safety of  residents if  
they’re tasked with tackling them during 

clean-up days.
“This is an excellent way to educate 

everybody and take advantage of  the 
Farmers’ Market and other events to get 
the word out and help explain to people,” 
said Councillor Michael Thompson. “My 
only concern really is the coordination of  a 
weed cleanup day with the Town. I would 
prefer to get a report back for us to just help 
answer some of  those questions.”

Mayor Tom Mrakas also said a report 
would help answer questions related to the 
clean-up days.

“I think education is vitally important for 
us to provide residents so they have a full 
understanding of  what’s out there,” he said.

While Councillor Wendy Gaertner said 
she wasn’t sure the battle against invasive 
species “is a fight we can win,” she said it 
was important to make the effort.

“One of  the reasons I am supporting 
this is some invasive species are being sold 
in garden centres and online,” she said. 
“We need to educate the public [because] 
some of  them are very pretty and people 
don’t recognize them as invasive species. 
Any way we can get the public educated 
and perhaps help with this battle – it is 
pretty overwhelming.”

Added Councillor Harold Kim: “I think 
the education of  our population on invasive 
species is critical to the next step, which 
is trying to do something about it. If  we 
can remove even one stem of  an invasive 
species then that is a great thing.”

The intent of  the motion also received 
the backing of  Director of  Operations 
Al Downey who said it was a “great way 
for people to get into identifying invasive 
species” and knowing their impacts, 
particularly if  done in coordination with 
the Arboretum, a partnership Councillor 
John Gallo said was critical in his support.

“Phragmites is something the 
Arboretum has been dealing with for a 
number of  years,” said Mr. Downey. “They 
have tried a number of  methods to deal 
with [it but] haven’t been successful yet – 
but that doesn’t stop them from trying and 
I think that is what we really need to do: 
continue to try and work towards, first of  
all, educating and then identifying what 
the impacts of  these are and any steps we 
can take towards removal and reducing the 
impact is a good thing.”
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905.727.4258 
www.tholiver.com 

 

On Sale! 

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

Getting  
Things 
Done

Dear graduates of  2021: 
Congratulations!

What a fantastic achievement. 
All your hard work has paid off  
and you now get to celebrate that 
achievement. Well done!

I know, that the celebration 
is not going to be what you had 
imagined. It’s going to look a lot 
different for you and your family 
and friends; celebrating together, 
but apart.

But that doesn’t diminish the 
significance of  your achievement. 
In spite of  the difficulty you 
have faced, you have successfully 
completed a year of  openings and 
closures and uncertainty that no 
other has ever had to deal with, 
I am sure your family and friends 

are extremely proud.
None of  us know what the 

future will bring, but you have 
already demonstrated over this 
past difficult year that you have 
the skills needed to meet whatever 
challenges the future may bring.

I hope that in the coming 
months you can reflect on what 
you have already accomplished as 
you give thought to your goals for 
your future.

Lastly, remember to support and 
stay connected with your fellow 
classmates, family and friends.

Whether entering High School, 
College/University or beginning a 
career, I wish you the best of  luck 
next year and in your future.

Aurora is proud of  you!

Residents of Kingsway Place had a welcome return to near-normalcy on June 19 with the Thornhill 
Cruisers. Members of the car club brought their classic vehicles to the Murray Drive retirement 
residence for a “drive around” car show which allowed residents to view the hot rods from the 
comfort of their rooms, socially-distanced on the patios, and even from the front entrance. 

Contributed photos

A CLASSIC SHOWCASE
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From page 1

CROSSWORD

When it comes to tackling any project, having the 

right tools can make a huge difference. With more 

than 14,000 types of equipment available for rent, 

Sunbelt Rentals is here to help you Make It Happen. 

Easily reserve what you need online or by phone. 

Curbside pick-up is available. Don’t know exactly 

what you need? Let our team help. 

800-667-9328 or sunbeltrentals.com

WE BRING MORE “YES” 
TO YOUR PROJECT

can maintain three metres of  physical 
distance. Non-contact outdoor sports can 
proceed with no specified limit on number 
of  people or teams participating. Outdoor 
sports facilities can reopen at 25 per cent 
capacity, as can outdoor fairs, festivals, 
rural exhibitions and other activities.

Outdoor concert venues, theatres 
and cinemas can operate at 56 per cent 
capacity as well.

“Due to a continued improvement in 
key indicators, Ontario is ready to enter 
Step Two of  our Roadmap, allowing 
us to safely and gradually ease public 
health measures while continuing to stop 
the spread of  COVID-19,” said Health 
Minister Christine Elliott. “Thank you to 
the Ontarians who rolled up their sleeves 
to help us reach this exciting milestone. 
Every dose administered brings us one 
step closer to the things we’ve missed, so 
please sign up to receive the vaccine when 
it is your turn.”

Vaccines were key in acceleration of  
the previously-announced timeline to get 
to Step 2.

The Province set the goal posts at 
a minimum of  70 per cent of  adults 
receiving their first dose of  a COVID-19 
vaccine and 20 per cent of  the eligible 
population with their second doses for at 
least two weeks. As of  Wednesday, June 
23, this rate stood at 76 per cent of  eligible 
Ontarians receiving their first dose and 
29 per cent with their second.

“Before entering Step Two, the 
Province also needed to see continued 
improvement in key public health 
and health care indicators, including 
hospitalizations, ICU occupancy and the 
weekly cases incidence rates,” said the 
Ontario Government. “After entering 
Step One, during the period of  June 11 
to 17, the Provincial case rate decreased 
by 24.6 per cent. As of  June 22, the 
number of  patients with COVID-19 in 
ICUs is 305, including 10 patients from 
Manitoba, as compared to 450 two weeks 

ago. The Province expects these positive 
trends to continue over the coming days 
before entering Step Two.”

Here in Aurora, the early arrival 
of  Step Two was greeted with muted 
enthusiasm by local leaders.

“I applaud the Province’s efforts in 
taking a cautious approach to ensure 
we remain safe as we continue to fully 
vaccinate residents and it is welcome news 
that the Province has just announced we 
are moving to Step Two,” said Mayor 
Tom Mrakas on Thursday morning. 
“This will allow for personal care services 
to reopen with the proper protocols in 
place, which I have advocated for.

“However, while I am pleased with the 
progression, with the vaccination progress 
and the reduction in hospitalizations, I 
feel this roadmap is overly cautious. We 
need to be looking at moving to Step 3 as 
all of  the Province’s previously-indicated 
requirements have been met. Moving to 
Step 3 is not rushing as the entire Province 
has met the requirements of  Step 3 and 
as it is as restrictive as the former ‘Red 
Zone’, this is the proper balance and 
cautious approach that continues to 
keep everyone safe while we allow our 
businesses to begin to recover. The data 
supports this opening and the time is now 
to make this move.”

LOCAL STATS
As of  Friday, June 25, Aurora has seen a 

total of  1,839 cases of  COVID-19, 1,790 
of  which are now marked as recovered, 
and the active case count dipping to just 
1.

The single active case has been 
attributed to local transmission, close 
contact or unknown exposure.

There have been 48 deaths attributed 
to the virus.

747 cases have been linked to variants 
of  concern.

Figures following the weekend were 
not available from York Region Public 
Health at press time.

ella
H a i r  S t u d i o
formerly known as Giampierre’s 

has been in business in Aurora for over 42 years.
Unfortunately due to COVID we had closed down 
but we are happy to announce that we have now  

moved to Bradford and Keswick!

We look forward to hearing from you,
Peter, Teresa and Becky

Call: 905-727-1369  
Text: 647-377-1926 

   Email: tcellitti@hotmail.com
               gcellitti55@gmail.com

WE HAVE MOVED!Aurora ends week with single 
active case of COVID-19
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS RENOVATIONS

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there when they do... 
...advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory      
Call 905-727-3300   
Ext. 102 to book your ad

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE
WATER

WASTE DISPOSAL

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

30 yrs. experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Bin sizes:
8, 14, 18, 20, 30

and 40 yards

Also Available -
Top Soils and Gravels

Home Remodeling • Electrical Plumbing  
Kitchen & Bathrooms
Finished Basement  

All Flooring Tiles • Hardwood Laminate
..Drywall • Painting 

Deck & Fences 

A&A IDEAL 
RENOVATION

416-219-4530  
Alex 416-625-4441

No job to small! 

Fully licensed and insured 
One year warranty on all labour

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 ext. 102

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

THINGS 
You Ought To Know

JUNE 26 – JULY 3
The Town of Aurora will host a 

series of in-person and virtual events to 
celebrate Canada Day this year, with 
virtual programming running through 
the weekend. For full details, including 
scheduling and registration for the whole 
family, visit aurora.ca/canadaday.

JUNE 28 – JULY 30
Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope 

Full Circle Program textile recycling and 
donation program. In the current COVID 
climate, a greater number of people are 
wanting to donate or get rid of unwanted 
items, increasing the need for more outlets 
being available to receive the items. This 
program will provide a convenient way 
for people to donate or get rid of used/
unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and 
furniture and will help lessen the amount 
of items ending up in landfills. Materials 
that were previously perceived as waste will 
now be seen as a valuable resource further 
encouraging redistribution. The items will 
be recycled in the following ways: To be given 
to individuals who are survivors of violence 
and are transitioning from shelters into new 

homes; To be sold in our store; To be sold 
to a textile recycler, which makes for an 
ongoing source of funding for Abuse Hurts 
enabling them to provide their services to 
the thousands of people that require them 
each year. When and Where: Monday and 
Wednesday, every week, starting June 
28, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 30-minute time 
slots – only 1 drop off per time slot. If you 
do not have an appointment, we cannot 
accept your donation. The Abuse Hurts 
Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham St, 
Unit 4, Newmarket - rear unloading dock. 
Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off 
time slot.

THURSDAY, JULY 1
Start Canada Day off right with a special 

edition of The Aurora Farmers’ Market at 
Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more 
information, visit theaurorafarmersmarket.
com.

* * * * 
Be one of more than 400 Aurora 

residents to flex their creative muscles in 
transforming a 4-square-inch tile into a 
beautiful piece that will become part of a 
community mural mosaic. Activities will 
take place at Town Park with a virtual 
option as well. For more information, 
including registration, visit aurora.ca/
canadaday.

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre will host a 

drive-thru seniors picnic today for residents 
55+. Each registrant (aurora.ca/canadaday) 
will receive a free picnic lunch and activity 
pack between 11.30 a.m. and 1 p.m. To 
register, call 905-727-3123 x3614.

* * * 
Close out Canada Day with drive-in 

fireworks at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex. Pre-registration is required. For 
more, visit aurora.ca/canadaday.

SATURDAY, JULY 3
Come out to Town Park from 8 

a.m. to 1 p.m. for the Aurora Farmers’ 

Market. With strict COVID-19 protocols 
in place, the Market vendors are excited 
to welcome residents and customers 
once again. For more information, visit 
theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

THURSDAY, JULY 8
PARTAGEZ LE FRANÇAIS – Ce 

groupe accueille les ADULTES / 18+ (des 
francophones aux débutants capables 
de converser) - qui cherchent à 
mettre en pratique leurs compétences 
CONVERSATIONNELLES en français. 
Les locuteurs natifs et les locuteurs 
plus doués, sont encouragés à partager 
leurs compétences en langue française. 
RSVP: www.meetup.com/Partagez-le-
francais. Nominal fee: $2.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 28
100 Women Who Care Central York 

Region will host their next virtual 
evening this evening from 7 – 8 p.m. 
Join the group in supporting local 
charities to make a difference in our 
community. For more information, 
visit www.100womencyr.ca or email 
100womenwhocarecentralyorkregion@
gmail.com.
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BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

ADVERTISE in
 THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

(905) 727-3300 
EXT. 102

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

YEARS

SERVICESARE YOU SEMI 
RETIRED AND 
LOOKING TO KEEP 
BUSY PART TIME?  
Do you enjoy cleaning 
and working in a friendly 
environment?  then
Spar-clean wants to hear 
from you.  
647-333-7397 
Ask for Vicky. 
www.spar-clean.ca

PERSONAL
Mature lady seeks 
housekeeping in 
exchange for room 
with a profess ional 
couple.  blessings 
devine@gmail.com

Drive-In Movies set to launch July 3 with 
Aliens in the Attic
Desjardins is new 
venue for family film 
attraction

Aurora’s Drive-In Movies series was 
set to kick off  July 26 with a packed 
screening of  Jurassic World and now 
the drive-in concept, which was revived 
at the height of  the global pandemic to 
offer some socially-distanced family fun.

Threatening skies, unfortunately, put a 
damper on the Jurassic World screening, 
but the film series is set to truly get off  
the ground this Saturday with the early 
aughts film Aliens in the Attic.

The 2009 movie, which focuses on a 
family defending their home against a 
group of  invading aliens, will unspool 
in a new venue: the parking lot of  
Desjardins Insurance, near Wellington 

Street East and Highway 404.
“Desjardins as an entity has been 

a huge supporter not only with the 
Town’s special events but also our 
facility programming,” says Shelley 
Ware, Special Events Coordinator for 
the Town of  Aurora. “They were a 
sponsor of  our drive-in movies we had 
last year at the SARC. However, this 
year, with our facilities hopefully open 
and operating [this summer] being able 
to do a drive-in there wasn’t as certain. 
Desjardins said. ‘We’ve got a lot, a lot of  
our staff  are working from home, come 
up and join us!’ Their lot is beautiful, the 
perfect landscape and a lot more space 
that can accommodate more vehicles.”

This extra capacity can only be a 
good thing as the free Jurassic World 
screening was fully booked shortly after 
pre-registration opened.

If  you were left disappointed by last 
Saturday’s last-minute cancellation, 
however, there are plenty of  opportunities 
to catch a flick under the night sky.

“We’re offering two completely 

different streams of  experience this 
year,” says Ms. Ware. “We’re doing 
six drive-in movies and three Movies 
in the Park. Both offer a very different 
experience.”

The final two Drive-In features 
will take place at Desjardins (333 First 
Commerce Drive) on Saturday, July 17 
and Saturday, July 31, beginning at dusk. 
Pre-registration is required.

Movies in the Park will kick off  at 
Town Park (49 Wells Street) on Thursday, 
August 12 with further screenings 
planned for August 19 and August 26.

Following the last Movie in the Park of  
the season, there will be two more drive-
ins at Desjardins on Friday, September 3 
and Saturday, September 11. 

Due to licensing agreements, the 
names of  the scheduled flicks can’t 
be released until the week prior to the 
screening.

The Town is also limited in planning 
pre-film activities until further 
clarification is handed down by the 
Province on just what is allowed under 

Stage 2 of  Ontario’s Roadmap to 
Reopening.

“If  and when we’re able to have a bit 
more hands-on interaction, we will go 
for it,” says Ms. Ware. “Right now, if  
restrictions stay as they are, we can only 
offer the movie experience of  people 
arriving just before the movie starts and 
experiencing the movie.

“Come out and try a new experience 
and create a new memory for your 
family. We know there’s not a drive-in in 
Town, so pack the family, join some fun 
in a completely different setting. A lot of  
people haven’t been up to the Desjardins 
Head Office. It is a beautiful landscape 
up there. Make a new memory and see 
a movie a different way. A lot of  people 
are tired of  their streaming services 
at home, so we’re just offering you a 
completely different experience which 
hopefully will shake up your routine.”

For more information on how you 
can shake up your routine, peruse the 
movie schedule, and book your place, 
visit aurora.ca/moviesinthepark.
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