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Mayors call for “predictability” on 
what will follow stay-at-home order

Continued on page 12
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TIME TO SAY GOODBYE? – Omar’s Shoes has been an Aurora landmark for more than 
50 years. But owners Raz, Mae and Saarah Khamissa say it could soon be the end of the line for 
the boutique.                       Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Mayors from across the Greater Toronto 
and Hamilton Area are calling on the 
Province for greater “predictability” when 
it comes to Ontario’s current stay-at-home 
orders. 

The current stay-at-home orders are set 
to expire on May 20 and with numbers 
being what they are and health officials 
stating it is unlikely things will begin 
opening up by that date, lawmakers are 

seeking more answers from the Ontario 
government.

“Today, Mayors and Chairs from the 
11 largest municipal governments across 
the Greater Toronto and Hamilton 
Area (GTHA) held their regular weekly 
meeting to discuss the ongoing response 
to COVID-19 across the Region,” they 
said. “The GTHA Mayors and Chairs are 
asking the Province to provide predictability 
for the current Provincial stay-at-home 
order and what is to follow. As the Victoria 
Day long weekend approaches, people 

and businesses have begin to ask perfectly 
reasonable questions as to where things 
will stand as of  that time, so they can make 
plans of  all kinds – business and pleasure.

“Accordingly, we think it is important 
that the Ontario government communicate 
clearly and as soon as possible whether or 
not its order will be extended further or 
modified based on public health advice.”

The uncertainty of  when the stay-at-
home order will be lifted – and, indeed, 
what will follow – is not the only question 

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
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Continued on page 9

Omar’s Shoes 
fighting to stay  
in Aurora

Omar’s Shoes has been operated by 
the Khamissa Family for over 51 years.

For more than half  a century, the 
popular boutique founded by community-
builder Omar Khamissa has been based 
out of  the Aurora Shopping Centre at 

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract. 

117 Wellington St East, Aurora L4G 1M9
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean 
Herbinson 
Broker

Beverley Varcoe   905-727-3154

Highly Qualified to Handle Your 
Real Estate Needs with 

Over 25 years of Award Winning service!

Your Community Realty, Aurora 

BROKER, FRI, CRES, SRES 
MVA Market Value Appraiser

Call for a SELLER or BUYER package

bvarcoe@royallepage.ca
www.beverleyvarcoe.com

Counting the days 
to re-opening!

Until then...
Shop online, by telephone 
and at front door.
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Offering JK-12 on 100 acres in King. www.cds.on.ca 
Book your virtual tour today!   905.833.1972  
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Two policies. One place.
Bundle your car and home insurance. 

BRACES FOR ALL AGES 
Aurora Family Dentistry

Book an appointment call 
905-751-0009

We create great smiles for all ages 

15955 Bayview Ave. Unit-2. Aurora 
South-East corner of Bayview & St. Johns Side Road

www.aurorafamilydentistry.ca

MAURO BUCCI
BROKER

ANGIE VALLELUNGA
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL 416.998.9891 & START PACKING!

MAURO BUCCIMAURO BUCCI

Team Offi ce Coming Soon 
to 28 Wellington St.W.

AWARD WINNING TEAM since 2009
realty
SPECIALISTS
brokerage

Home Sweet Home! 
And, the Safest Place to 
Be Now for Seniors!

Contact now Brian Porter, 
Director, Living Assistance 
Services, for advice and care 
at home at 416.483.0070

www.laservices.ca

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BARBARA! – Staff at Kingsway Place, Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MPP Michael Parsa, and daughter Joan came 
together on May 6 to give a socially-distant congratulations to Barbara Robson who celebrated her 104th birthday! For more, see Page 4.               

Contributed photo
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Council & Committee Meetings

What’s Happening

What’s Happening

What’s Happening

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition
Artist: Anita Niemeyer-Archibald
For the month of May, Aurora’s Online Skylight Gallery is 
featuring works by artist Anita Niemeyer-Archibald in her show, 
“Silent Reflections”.

Working with oils on wood panel, Anita’s paintings are created 
with special consideration to precision. By focusing much of 
her attention to the smallest detail, the viewer is drawn into 
the intricacies of her work. The gentle ripples of a calm lake 
as it laps around the ankles of her young daughter, who is 
contemplating a dip in the refreshing waters. The sunlight 
busily bouncing and reflecting in the swirling eddies of a 
stream while her son gazes with his back to the viewer, deep 
in thought.

Water, in its many natural forms, holds particular fascination 
for Anita Niemeyer-Archibald as she observes and captures it 
with sublime sensitivity and immediacy, producing paintings 
that are realistic and engagingly composed. Dynamic light and 
shadow treatments are prominent statements in her paintings. 
Emphasizing these two elements has enabled her to create 
powerfully expressive still lifes and bold compositions.

View this online gallery at aurora.ca/skylightgallery.

Recreation at Home
It’s easy to stay actively engaged at home with our Recreation 
at Home webpage. There are activities for all ages.  

For more details, please visit aurora.ca/recathome.

Date Time  Location  Meeting
Thursday, May 13 7 p.m.  Video conference  Committee of Adjustment
Tuesday, May 18 6 p.m.  TBD    Special Meeting of Council
Tuesday, May 18 7 p.m.  TBD    General Committee
Wednesday, May 19 7 p.m.  Video conference  Anti-Black Racism & Anti-Racism
       Task Force
Wednesday, May 19 7 p.m.  Video conference  Aurora Public Library

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/livecouncilmeeting

Club Aurora Virtual Group Fitness Classes
Join us for a Group Fitness Class in the comfort of your own 
home by pre-registering for one of our exciting virtual classes. 

Learn about our virtual programs and view the schedule online 
at aurora.ca/fitness.

Seniors’ Centre Without Walls (SCWW)
Seniors Centre Without Walls (SCWW) is a free program, 
providing community outreach to seniors and adults via 
telephone and Zoom.  

Check out the monthly schedule online at aurora.ca/scww.

IDOL
20212021TEEN
AURORA

Aurora residents
between the ages
of 12 and 17 are

eligible to participate
in the competition.

Applications are available at
aurora.ca/teenidol
or call 905-726-4762

REGISTER BY
FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 2021

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9, 2021

THURSDAY, JULY 1, 2021

AUDITIONS

FINAL COMPETITION

905-726-4762 • aurora.ca/teenidol
#AuroraTeenIdol

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

CALL FOR
BUSINESS

INPUT

Deadline for feedback May 17

aurora.ca/Business

Complete our brief online interview
to help us better understand Aurora’s

business community needs.

The insights you share will help us better understand
the key issues you face and the types of supports

that will be most helpful.

BRINGING BUSINESS TO THE TABLE
INVOLVED AURORA:

Become a lifeguard
in just 2 months!

aurora.ca/aquatics
905-727-3123 ext. 3119 | #ZerotoHero

COST: $50
LIMITED SPOTS

AVAILABLE

The Town of Aurora is looking for motivated individuals 
who are interested in becoming a certified Lifeguard by the
end of this summer.

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

This course includes Lifesaving Society Bronze Medallion,
Standard First Aid with CPR “C”, Bronze Cross and 
National Lifeguard: Pool.

June 28 to September 1, 2021
Monday – 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday – 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday – 3 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Interested individuals must be at least 16 years of age by 
September 3, 2021 and be able to swim at least 2 lengths
of the pool and tread water for 1 minute.
Interested candidates can register via aurora.ca/ePLAY 
starting May 17th (resident) and May 25th (non-resident).
Barcode # 22358.

The course is designed to take individuals with moderate
swimming experience and teach them the skills, fitness, 
knowledge and judgement to work as a lifeguard starting 
in September 2021.

ZERO
TO HERO
LIFEGUARD
PROGRAM

STAFF

LIFEGUARD

From May 3 to 24
Share your thought and ideas at:
engageaurora.ca/inclusionmural

WHO and WHAT do you think
should be represented?

DIVERSITY AND 
INCLUSION MURAL

AWESOME RACE KITS
AND

PRIZES TO BE WON!

Please note, we reserve the right 
to cancel, amend or change activities.

aurora.ca/cycleaurora
For registration details, please visit:

#cycleaurora

*Riders participate
at their own risk.

*Helmets are highly
encouraged.

Let’s ride forward together
and experience the wonders of

Aurora’s trails and the great outdoors!

All challenges can be done virtually
at home, or distanced on the trails.

Cycle through a series of challenges
to compete and win great prizes!

ALL AGES
WELCOME!

Registration Deadline May 31, 2021.
Limited Space.

REGISTRATION OPEN
SIGN UP TO PARTICIPATE

CELEBRATING AURORA’S SCENIC TRAILS

2021

JUNE 5
TO

JULY 1CYCLE
AURORA

Notice Board
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50% of eligible adults 
have received first dose

York Region residents born in 1981 
or earlier are now eligible to register for 
their COVID-19 vaccinations.

York Region Public Health set out 
their timelines on Friday just over a 
week after the Province stated that all 
Ontarians would be eligible to register 
for their shots by May 24.

Starting this week, all eligible groups 
40 years of  age or older will be able to 
book their appointments, along with 
health care workers and individuals 
with at-risk health conditions.

As of  this Monday, May 17, the 
eligibility will drop to all York Region 
residents born in or before 1991. By the 
following Monday, May 24, all eligible 
age groups will be able to join the line.

“We are starting to see the 
slowing of  new COVID-19 cases 
in our communities, but we need 
to remain vigilant,” said Dr. Karim 
Kurji, York Region’s Medical Officer 
of  Health, in a statement. “We are 
at a critical juncture in our fight 
against COVID-19 and variants of  
concern. The sooner we can get as 
many York Region residents vaccinated 
as possible, the sooner we can look to 
reopen our businesses and our schools 
and return to a way of  life many of  us 
are missing.”

The timelines announced Friday are 
in line with what the Province previously 
announced, but the Region has left the 
door open to these timelines shifting as 
vaccine supply dictates.

“Should York Region receive 
additional vaccine supply, every effort 
will be made to further advance 
vaccinations and open eligibility 
sooner,” said the Region. 

As of  Friday, more than 478,000 
York Region residents have received at 
least one dose of  a COVID-19 vaccine, 
equating to “approximately” 49 per 
cent of  total eligible residents.

The Region’s last expansion of  
eligibility requirements took place May 
5 when appointments were opened to 
residents 50+, individuals aged 18+ in 
16 high priority areas, and people who 
can’t work from home. Other recently-
added eligible groups include licenced 
child-care staff  and special education 
staff  who live and work in York Region 
(with appropriate documentation).

Criteria for individuals with highest 
and high-risk health conditions (and 
one essential caregiver) were expanded 
to include pregnant individuals, 
while registration was opened to staff, 
essential caregivers and any residents 
of  long-term care homes, retirement 
homes, congregate care settings, and 
First Nations elder care homes who 
hadn’t yet received a first dose.

Vaccinations can be booked at 
York.ca/covid19vaccine or through 
local pharmacies selected to distribute 
vaccines. Although the Province is 
currently spearheading a pilot project 
distributing the Pfizer vaccine in select 
pharmacies in Toronto and Peel, and 
Moderna in select pharmacies in 
York, Durham, Hamilton, Ottawa and 
Windsor, Aurora’s 11 participating drug 
stores were distributing AstraZeneca 
until the Province announced 
Thursday it was suspending first doses 
of  AstraZeneca out of  an abundance o 
caution.

Aurora locations include:

• Aurora IDA Pharmacy  

(25 William Graham Drive)

• Care Drugs  

(24 Orchard Heights Blvd, Unit 103)

• Family Drug Mart  

(9 Borealis Avenue, Unit 5)

• Loblaw Pharmacy  

(15900 Bayview Avenue)

• Pharmasave Aurora  

(126 Wellington Street West, 

Unit 105)

• Shoppers Drug Mart  

(14729 Yonge Street)

• Shoppers Drug Mart  

(446 Hollandview Trail)

• Sobeys Pharmacy  

(15500 Bayview Avenue)

• Wal-Mart Pharmacy  

(135 First Commerce Drive)

• Wellington Pharmacy  

(300 Wellington Street East, 

Unit 2)

• Wellness Clinical Pharmacy 

(15450 Yonge Street, Unit 2)

For a complete list of  participating 
pharmacies, including how to book an 
appointment at each location and how 
they have been affected by Tuesday’s 
announcement visit covid-19.ontario.
ca/vaccine-locations and select 
Aurora from the drop-down menu.

POSITIVE MILESTONE

York Region passed the 50 per cent 
mark in reaching all eligible adults 
with their first doses, the local public 
health unit announced Sunday. 
That milestone was passed just as 
the Region’s 500,000th dose was 
administered.

“This milestone is a testament to 
the dedication of  many individuals 
and partners who continue to advance 
York Region’s mass immunization 
plan forward as quickly as vaccine 
supply allows,” they said. “York 
Region is grateful for the significant 
contributions made by York 
Region’s COVID-19 Vaccine Task 
Force, hospital partners, physician 
and partner-led clinics and many 

more. We are making big gains in 
our community, and as eligibility 
continues to expand, we look forward 
to more vaccines and more great 
progress.

“We need a large percentage of  
the population to become immune to 
COVID-19 to really slow the spread 
of  the virus. Achieving high levels 

of  immunity through vaccination 
is our best approach for allowing 
individuals, families and businesses to 
safely resume normal life.”

LOCAL STATS

As of  Monday, May 10, Aurora 
has seen a total of  1,716 total cases 
of  COVID-19. 1,594 cases are now 
marked as resolved and there have 
been 45 deaths attributed to the virus.

Of  the 77 active cases of  
COVID-19 within the community, 73 
are attributed to local transmission, 
close contact or unknown exposure, 
three to the workplace and 1 to 
institutional outbreak.

607 cumulative cases have been 
attributed to variants of  concern with 
566 of  unknown lineage.

Residents 40+ eligible for vaccines this week,  
18+ at pharmacies

Achieving high levels of  
immunity through vaccination  

is our best approach for  
allowing individuals, families  

and businesses to safely  
resume normal life
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Time for Pine Ridge 
victims to get their due: 
readers

Readers weigh in on 
Library Square renaming

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

We acknowledge the financial support  
of the Government of Canada

Funded by the  
Government  

of Canada

YEARS

Machell’s Corners

In the past three months, the Mayor 
has acknowledged his support for the 
following groups on his social media 
platforms: Orthodox Christians (Easter), 
First Responders (First Responders Day), 
Canadian Jewish Heritage, Asian Heritage, 
those injured and killed in the Workplace, 
Muslims (Ramadan), Christians (Easter 
and Good Friday), those with Autism 
(World Autism Day), Greeks (Greek 
Independence Day), those with Epilepsy, 
Jews (Passover), Iranians, Afghanis, and 
Kurds (Nowruz), Victims of  Domestic 
Violence, Women (International Women’s 
Day), Blacks (Black History Month) and 
those who are Bullied. 

Throw in lovers and those who like to 
drink green beer on Valentine’s Day and St 
Patrick’s Day.

Commendable all, and yet, he is 
completely silent about the victims and 
survivors at the former Pine Ridge Institute 
as outlined in several recent stories in the 
local media.

We talked to the Mayor in November. 
He told us he knew all about what had 
happened at Pine Ridge. Silence. We later 
wrote the Mayor. Silence. He attended the 
recent Heritage Committee meeting, as 
reported on April 22. Silence. Maybe it’s 
more difficult to acknowledge what’s right 
on your doorstep.

The Mayor’s media platforms are 
peppered with postings about diversity, 
heritage and acknowledgment. 

May is Community Living Month in 
Ontario.

Appropriately enough for our Town, 
May 6 has been dubbed “Shine the Light 
“ day, when public buildings are to be lit 
up and people are encouraged to wear 
the Community Living colours of  blue 
and green to celebrate the people with 
intellectual disabilities who live among us.

We look forward to seeing Mayor 
Mrakas acknowledge this special day, and 
the victims and survivors of  Pine Ridge.

Len Bulmer
Aurora

Kathy Kantel
Aurora

The Junction is out. Reminds of  west 
end Toronto with not a great reputation.

Constellation too far a reach.
Church St. Square has possibilities, 

but why not call it what it is: Town 
Square.  In the heart of  Aurora where 
town squares are.  Right on Yonge St., 
the most significant street in the GTA.

Carole Bell
Aurora

I think that it should be called: Aurora 
Town Square.

Town Square is a good name but a 
little bland by itself.

Aurora Town Square says it all!

Joan Martin Brownlow
Aurora

As we look forward to an influx of  
vaccine supply this month, and thus taking 
a very welcome step towards a return to 
normalcy, we’re well on our way to realising 
the normal we’ve only been able to imagine 
and reimagine for the last 15 months.

Around this time last year, I think it is 
fair to say that the return to normal we all 
wanted was, well, a return to the normal 
we had previously enjoyed. Now, however, 
I think we’re looking a bit further outside 
of  the box.

Many of  the things we previously 
considered normal and necessary have 
proved to be anything but. We have re-
evaluated our necessities versus nice-to-
haves. We’ve re-thought and reconfigured 
the office. We’ve learned that despite 
previously going out every morning with 
gritted teeth to begin the daily commute, 
it is not the necessary evil we once thought 
it was. Perhaps most importantly – and 
this isn’t a novel thought to be expressed 
in this space – we have given significant 
reconsideration of  the persons who are 
essential in our everyday life.

We have rightfully celebrated the doctors, 
nurses and health care practitioners who 
have gone above and beyond the call of  
duty to keep us healthy and safe in this 
extraordinarily challenging time. But, by 
the same token, we have stripped back 
many a stereotype to realise the downright 
Herculean efforts made by our grocery 
store workers, our postal carriers, cashiers, 
to name just a few, who are also working 
tirelessly to achieve the same goals, with 
significant personal sacrifice.  

In the first and second waves, we saw the 
average citizen go the extra mile to salute 
these frontline workers. And while the third 
wave might be underscoring the frustration 
we’re all experiencing at the moment, 
something which might be tempering the 
public displays of  enthusiasm and support 
that were a bright and shining light in the 
very dark early hours, I don’t think our 
gratitude has diminished in any way.

Considering the potential new “new 
normal” that waits for us on the other side 
of  this now-oft-mentioned light, it is time for 
us to also consider how we will permanently 
honour the remarkable work that has been 
carried out for our greater good – without 
question, without complaint and, in many 
cases, without the supports that are so 
desperately needed and called for.

While appropriate tributes might 
include wage increases commensurate 
with the work that has been carried out, 
let’s leave politics out of  the equation and 
focus on lasting, tangible tributes to these 

extraordinary people who have risen to 
extraordinary challenges in extraordinary 
times.

We’ve already seen several ideas bandied 
about, from street murals and other forms 
of  public art dedicated to our frontline 
heroes to scholarship and bursary funds to 
support the children of  these remarkable 
individuals as they seek opportunities at 
higher education. Laudable efforts all 
around, but there is a prime opportunity to 
honour these individuals in a very special 
and unique way lying just around the 
corner.

Recent buzz from our nation’s capital 
is that Canada will not follow the lead 
of  other Commonwealth nations next 
year in issuing a medal in honour of  the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – that is, the 70th 
anniversary of  her accession to the throne.

This decision, albeit a decision that is 
not yet final, would be a break in tradition 
from 1977, 2002, and 2012 when the 
Government of  Canada issued medals for 
voluntary service for the Monarch’s Silver, 
Golden and Diamond Jubilees respectively. 

The Silver Jubilee medal was established 
by the Government to honour Canadian 
citizens “who have been deemed to have 
made a significant contribution to their 
fellow citizens, their community or to 
Canada” with efforts made to ensure 
residents of  all provinces and territories 
were equally represented in the honours 
list. 25 years later, the Golden Jubilee 
medal was awarded under much of  the 
same criteria with an extra proviso allowing 
organizations, particularly those reliant on 
the work of  tireless volunteers, could make 
nominations of  their own.

The Diamond Jubilee medal followed a 
similar template, but 60,000 medals were 
awarded across the country in honour of  60 
years, making this honour wider-reaching 
and more accessible than ever before.

And yet, in 2022, any potential plans 
for a Platinum Jubilee medal appear to be 
collecting dust on a shelf.

In my opinion, however, honouring 
those who have served us so well during 
this hopefully once-in-a-lifetime heath 
crisis with a medal struck to commemorate 
another once-in-a-lifetime event, albeit one 
that will be a cause for celebration, is just 
the ticket.

“The last time there was a jubilee medal 
in honour of  an extraordinary anniversary 
was 2012, and since then this country 
has gone through some extraordinary 
transformations, including coming to 
terms with part of  our darker history, in 
particular a national effort to reconcile 
the country’s relationship with Indigenous 
peoples,” wrote John Fraser and Nathan 
Tidridge in an opinion piece published by 
the Globe and Mail on New Year’s Day. 
“This period also covers a time in which a 
concentrated attention to address overt and 
unwitting racism has led to efforts to be a 
more equitable nation.

“We are also in the midst of  a pandemic 
that hopefully will have been conquered 
by the time the jubilee anniversary begins, 
and there is a general recognition that key 
people in many occupations who have 
been working so diligently to keep us safe 
deserve to be honoured. These occupations 
are a microcosm of  our country: health 
workers of  all descriptions, but also grocery 
store shelf  stocker and army rescuers, civil 
servants, and foreign agricultural workers, 
teachers and technology innovators.

“So, a jubilee – and this particular 
Platinum Jubilee – is not just about 
recognizing the extraordinary sense of  
duty and service of  the Queen to Canada, 
but it is also manifestly about recognizing 
the service and sacrifice made by so many 
Canadians.”

I couldn’t agree more, and I wager 
that if  you look back over the last 15 
months there is at least one person you 
have encountered on the frontlines of  this 
“war” for whom you would be proud to 
see a medal pinned to their chest – from 
the teachers who have been risking their 
health day in and day out to educate 
our youth and being forced to pivot 
back and forth between in-person and 
virtual learning, the hospital orderlies and 
grocery store clerks performing their vital 
roles while juggling kids learning from 
home, and the everyday people who have 
come up with extraordinary solutions to 
very new problems.

Let’s ensure those plans for a medal are 
dusted off  and this unique opportunity to 
honour these unique heroes isn’t wasted. It 
may not be enough to show our gratitude, 
but it’s a damned good start.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BARBARA – Staff at Kingsway 
Place and Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MPP 
Michael Parsa came together on May 6 to give a 
socially-distant congratulations to Barbara Robson 
who celebrated her 104th birthday! Barbara 
Caulfield Robson was born in Toronto on May 
6, 1917, and “is most known for her beautiful 
smile that greets everyone who meets her. She is 
loved and admired by her children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, great-great-grandchildren, 
extended family, friends and caregivers who have 
been part of her life. Barb has experienced the 
1918 Spanish Flu pandemic, WW1, the Great 
Depression, WW2, SARS, the Eaton empire and 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Barb’s secret to her 
longevity lies in her inner strength, courage, 
compassion and wisdom that have guided her 
through all of her life’s challenges. Barb would 
like to thank everyone at the Kingsway Place 
Retirement Residence, Aurora and Southlake 
Hospital for the remarkable service and loving 
care that she has received.”     Contributed photo

ON THE FRONT
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Municipal Term Limits and an Aurora Wellness Index

Should virtual learning  
be offered in a  

post-pandemic world?

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

With the help of  public health units, 
hospitals, pharmacies and other health 
system partners, our government 
continues to make great strides in 
Ontario’s vaccine rollout. As of  May 11, 
over 6.3 million doses of  the COVID-19 
vaccine have been administered, and over 
50 per cent of  all adults in York Region 
have received at least one dose of  the 
COVID-19 vaccine! 

This is exciting news, and the light 
at the end of  the tunnel grows brighter 
each day with every dose of  the vaccines 
administered. 

For this month’s Chronicle, I want to 
take a moment to share an update on 
Ontario’s vaccine rollout.

Now that Ontario is receiving a stable 
and reliable increase in vaccine supply 
from the federal government, we continue 
to expand eligibility to book a COVID-19 
vaccine appointment to more Ontarians 
through the provincial booking system or 
directly through public health units that 
use their own booking system. This will 
ensure that we can get as many vaccines 
into arms as quickly and safely as possible, 
with a focus on protecting those at the 
greatest risk.

Through our collective efforts, we are 
on track to administer first doses to 65 
per cent of  all adults by the end of  May, a 
very exciting milestone, and we anticipate 
individuals aged 18 and older will be 
eligible to book through the provincial 

booking system as early as the week of  
May 24, 2021. 

I encourage everyone to book your 
vaccination appointment as soon as you 
are eligible.

As we receive more vaccines, our 
government is committed to working with 
our local municipal partners to ensure an 
effective and efficient vaccine rollout for 
our communities and to mobilize every 
available channel for vaccine delivery. 

On May 6, I met with the Small Urban 
GTHA Mayors alongside Solicitor 
General Sylvia Jones and Dr. Homer 
Tien, Chair of  the Ontario’s Vaccine 
Distribution Task Force, to provide an 
update on Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccine 
rollout. This year has been challenging for 
our GTHA communities that have been 
hit hard by the third wave of  COVID-19 
driven by variants. By working together 
and continuing to focus on getting 

vaccines in the arms of  those most at 
risk, we can quickly reduce the impact of  
COVID-19 in these communities, protect 
hospital capacity and save lives. 

That is why we continue to rapidly 
ramp up our rollout to support our 
most at-risk communities, allocating 50 
per cent of  vaccine shipments to hot 
spot communities, including those in 
York Region, during the weeks of  May 
3 and May 10. This targeted, time-
limited approach is designed to reduce 
COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and 
deaths in our most at-risk communities 
that face a disproportionate impact from 
the virus.  At the same time, this approach 
does not impact the allocations for public 
health regions with fewer designated 
hot spots, which remain the same as 
previously planned and will increase later 
this month.

Thank you to the members of  our 
community for continuing to do your 
part to stop the spread of  this virus and 
support our community as we fight this 
terrible virus. Our government continues 
to use every tool at our disposal to address 
the challenges facing our health system 
and protect the health and wellbeing of  
all Ontarians.

We will rebuild and be stronger than 
ever before, so that we can continue to 
say that Ontario, including our wonderful 
York Region community, is the best place 
to live, work and raise a family.

There are two topics that I would like to 
briefly address this week.

First, the question of  municipal term 
limits.

Napoleon is alleged to have once said 
that the battlefields are littered with the 
bodies of  irreplaceable soldiers. He could 
just have easily been speaking about 
modern day politics. 

Since it seems that many public figures 
stay well past their “best before” date, we 
need to help the politicians help themselves. 

Mandating term limits is one way to 
lend assistance.

Ontario municipal council terms are 
four years.

A councillor should be limiting to serving 
two terms. 

Mayors should also be limited to two 
terms. 

Provincial members, other than the 
Premier, should be limited to two terms or 
eight years, whichever comes first. In the 
case of  minority governments, a member 
should have a maximum of  three terms. 

If  an individual becomes party leader 
after already having served two four year 
terms, they should then be granted the 
right to serve two four year majority terms 
or three minority terms. 

The same rules should apply at the 
federal level.

There are merits to the system employed 
in both California and Texas for governor; 
each state limits their respective governor 
to two terms. Even the President of  the 
United States is limited to two terms. 

I think renewal trumps experience. Look 
at former US Presidents, Ronald Reagan 
and Bill Clinton, two vastly different men, 
representing different parties and ideology. 
They were riding incredibly high in public 
opinion when they left office, but left they 
did after two terms.

It is well known that incumbents enjoy a 
significant advantage in name recognition. 
There are lot of  good men and women in 
our society who can serve, but the barriers 
to entry can be quite high, especially against 
incumbents who have been in office for a 
while.

Public life is fundamentally about the 
nobility and selflessness of  public service. 

It should not be about longevity; it should 
simply be about service. 

The second item happens to do with the 
health of  our community. While I read the 
local papers and I talk to my neighbours, 
I really have no idea if  our community is 
“doing well”. I suspect it is, but it would be 
good to have some confirmation on this.

Roy Romanow, former Premier of  
Saskatchewan and former commissioner 
on the future of  Health in Canada, was 
the chair of  a project called the Canadian 
Index of  Wellbeing or CIW.

The CIW seeks to “chart and report on 
how our lives are getting better or worse – 
in areas that matter to us: health, standard 
of  living, environmental quality, the way we 
use our time, education and skill levels, the 
vitality of  our communities, participation 
in the democratic process, the state of  our 
arts and culture.”

Something similar to the CIW may be 
needed in Aurora.

What type of  information or metrics 
should be included in such a document? 

This writer suggests having performance 
measures in each of  the following broad 
categories, financial, community health, 
individual wellness, and say, environmental 
sustainability.

The individual metrics under the above 
four categories could include things like: 
number of  people using the food pantry, 
number of  affordable rental housing units, 
percentage of  children participating in 
community sports, percentage of  voter 
turnout, percentage of  high school kids not 
completing high school, number of  people 

using the public leisure complex and public 
skating/swimming, percentage of  people 
who possess a library card, and capacity 
utilization of  the VIVA buses in Aurora.

The key is that the numbers and trends 
should provide us with a well-balanced 
view of  how our community is doing.

The statistics alone certainly don’t tell 
the whole story, but they are the basis upon 
which to begin any meaningful dialogue 
and real debate about whether we are 
meeting the priorities of  this community or 
even if  we have the right priorities in the 
first place.

If, for example, all the scorecard targets 
are met, then our community should be in 
good shape. However, in the event that all 
targets were met and the community did 
not seem any better off, this would signal 
that it’s time to rethink the metrics being 
utilized.

The scorecard should be easy to read 
and to understand. It should have a number 
of  charts and graphs, and not a lot of  text.   

The trends would also show how we 
compare against other similarly-sized 
communities. It should also include 
comparisons against Newmarket. Although 
Newmarket has a much larger population 
than Aurora, there is a commonality, based 
on proximity, community make-up and 
shared interests.

It would be nice if  the good folks at 
the Aurora Town Hall produced such a 
document. But it would be even better if  our 
fellow citizens published this information. 

This committee could be comprised 
of  ten to fifteen citizens, including 
representatives from the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce, various rate-payer 
associations, and volunteer organizations. 
This group would hold a couple of  
meetings and decide upon the important 
metrics that should be included. 

They could then hand over the quarterly 
production of  this to Town Hall.

The Aurora Community Wellness 
Index (ACWI) could then be produced 
quarterly by Town Hall and published in 
The Auroran. 

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

As I stumble and process what I 
am seeing, I am pleasantly surprised 
to hear the whinny and braying of  
hundreds of  horses and the laughs 
and cheers of  the crowd. It worked! 
My trip back in the time machine has 
taken me to the heyday of  the Aurora 
Horse Show. 

Although not unfamiliar with horse 
shows in general, starting my work 
at the Aurora Museum & Archives 
has had the unexpected benefit to 
connect to my professional roots with 
agricultural fairs.

Research into the event has exposed 
a fascinating history including the 
mystery regarding the first show. 

But reading about it is one thing, 
seeing it is another.

As I walk away from the time 
machine and stroll down the pathway, 
I am surrounded by the sights and 
smells of  a real community festival.

With midway rides zooming around 
me and the laughter and groans of  
guests trying their hands at carnival 
games ringing in my ears I walk 
towards my goal: the horse ring. I can 
see the riders prepping off  to the side. 
Readying their steeds as they wait 
their turn to enter the ring.

I have made it in time to see the 
Jumpers in action. There he is: Pieces 
of  Eight, a magnificent horse rode by 
Olympian Jim Elder. As he rounds the 
jump, my heart races; will he make 
it? A resounding cheer. Why was I 
worried?! Of  course, Elder and Pieces 
of  Eight took the jump as if  it were no 
more than a twig on the ground, easily 
winning The Town of  Aurora Shield!

I recall reading about this event in 
the Aurora Banner and the author 
called it a “faultless performance” and 
I could not agree more (June 7, 1967). 

It’s amazing to see the amount of  
people strolling through the grounds.

From its humble roots of  an 
audience of  2,000 the show grew by 
leaps and bounds over the years. It 
was not surprising that in 1971 it had 
to move from its home in Town Park 
to Machell Park.

As I walk through the site on my 
way back to the time machine, I 
cannot help being in an awe of  the 
event run primarily by volunteers and 
organized by the Aurora Agricultural 
Society. You can really see how the 
entire community rallied together to 
create something bigger than itself.  

But not all things are meant to last 
forever and in 2006 the show came to 
an end.

The spirit and joy that I experienced 
in my time travelling adventure though 
has not fully been extinguished.

In commemoration of  what would 
be the 100th anniversary in 2022, 
the Museum is working on a new 
publication and you can help! We are 
looking for memories, photos, videos, 
programs, trophies, anything to help 
us tell the story of  this significant 
event.

Please reach out to acherayil@
aurora.ca if  you have anything you 
would like to loan or donate. 

CHRISTINE'S 
CHRONICLES

Christine Elliott, MPP 
Newmarket-Aurora

Time Travellers 
Diary
By Alicia Cherayil

Collection & Exhibitions Coordinator
Aurora Museum & Archives

A Neigh of   
an Event! 

Then Aurora Museum  
& Archives  

is celebrating…
Visit Your Relatives Day! 

(May 18)
Many of us are missing seeing our relatives and 
video calling hasn’t been filling the void. On May 
18, we celebrate Visit Your Relatives Day, and 
this year we look forward to hopefully being able 
to gather in person once again. This photo of a 
group of Reynolds family members (81.65.135) 
was taken at William and Hannah’s 50th Wedding 
Anniversary party in 1920, and included members 
of the original wedding party as well as the 
Reverend who married them.
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Christine Elliott 
MPP - Newmarket-Aurora

 905-853-9889   1-800-211-1881  
 Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org   www.christineelliottmpp.ca

CELEBRATING NURSING WEEK
Nurses are a vital cornerstone of our health care system. 
Thank you for making a tremendous difference in the lives of 
countless patients and families in our community every day.

3/4 Page Ad: 8.283” x 10.5”

Men’s emergency shelter eyed for south Aurora

For more than 40 years, Porter Place in 
East Gwillimbury has been York Region’s 
emergency shelter for men. But now 
that the building is nearing the end of  its 
practical life, the Region is looking to lay 
the foundations of  a purpose-built shelter 
in Aurora’s south end.

The Region is eyeing 14452 Yonge 
Street, located on the west side of  the 
road just south of  the railway bridge, as a 
possible location for the shelter, one which 
would be built in conjunction with a new 
regional pumping station.

Officials made their pitch to Aurora 
Council last week, stating that the facility, if  
realized to its full vision, will not only be a 

shelter for men in need but also a resource 
to help them get back on their feet. 

“With the current facility, there is limited 
opportunity for expansion and program 
enhancements,” said Monica Bryce, Acting 
General Manager of  Social Services for 
the Region of  York. “Transit is also limited 
at the current location and so to get to 
work or training, many choose to walk 
along Highway 11 towards Green Lane. 
Since early 2012, we have been shifting 
our model in the Region away from the 
traditional shelter model to a more holistic 
model that includes a wider range of  
programming to meet a wider variety of  
needs, including transitional housing. It is 
not just about emergency shelter; it is about 
helping people settle into housing. 

“Homelessness is a reality for only a very 
small portion of  York Region residents and 

there is no single contributing factor to 
homelessness.”

A “typical” Porter Place client is “a 
Canadian citizen, roughly middle age, 
who has experienced either a housing 
breakdown, an illness, job loss, or has been 
impacted by the rising housing costs in York 
Region,” she said.

The majority of  clients have a one-time 
stay and are able to connect with resources 
during their time there that can help ease 
their housing stability.

The new Aurora facility would be 
designed on three key pillars: preventing 
homelessness before it starts, providing 
inclusive, client-centred programs to 
support recovery, and ending homelessness.

“The intention is not to move Porter 
Place…a new facility will be intentionally-
designed to help men find and keep 
housing, address the reason for their 
homelessness, find stability in their lives, 
and maintain that stability by continuing 
to provide support, even once they have left 
the emergency housing facility.”

This approach, she added, is similar 
to that carried out by Belinda’s Place, the 
Newmarket-based shelter for women – and 
will be operated by a third party as well. 

“By finding an operator who can support 
the men who come to the new facility, we 
can have the same success as we have seen 
at Belinda’s Place. Safety and security are 
important features of  the design and to 

EST. 1972

905-727-3210
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

make sure the physical space lets people 
feel secure both inside and outside the 
facility; we will engage a safety and security 
specialist to perform a comprehensive 
security assessment of  both the physical 
location and surrounding community, and 
provide recommendations to promote 
safety for all.

“It is our goal always not just to be a 
good neighbour but to be an excellent one 
and all the concerns from the community 
are always considered when we go into the 
planning of  our services.”

To that end, public engagement will be 
carried out over the next 12 months.

“One of  the key factors we bring to 
Housing York Region (HYR)’s model 
is we have a functional design,” said 
Josh Scholten, Director of  Housing 
Development and Asset Strategy. “From 
a building perspective, we want to make 
sure it works for the folks who will live there 
and it also work for the community as well. 
That means something that is appropriate 
scale too, right-sized for the community.”

The Region has been looking at options 
to replace Porter Place since 2018.

$15 million has been set aside by the 
Region of  York for the project.

The property in question was purchased 
in 2019 to build the Henderson Pumping 
Station, but it became clear there was an 
option to co-locate both the station and the 
shelter on the same site.

“We do have confidence we can fit it 
there,” said Mr. Scholten. “It is centrally 
located site with access to transit. It is 
sufficient to fit the facility here and, from a 
public perspective too, we have services at 
the site, which is a good use for public funds 
for purchasing the site.”

Responding to the Region’s proposal, 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner said co-
locating both facilities on the property 
might work, but said zoning issues needed 
to be worked through. Councillor Rachel 
Gilliland said it was also important to 
consider “connectivity” and ensure active 
transportation is part of  the plan. 

“Hearing feedback from residents, I 
think this is a good opportunity for Aurora 
to play a role in helping to support those 
who need it and look forward to continuing 
this journey with you and seeing the 
outcome.”

The Region hopes to have building 
approvals complete by the end of  July 
2022, the pumping station by the Spring of  
2023, and the potential shelter by the end 
of  2024.

For more information, visit York.ca/menshousing.

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983
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Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.
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Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

Student steps up to help local food banks address 
“period poverty”

Neyla Kirby
Contributed photo

It’s an issue that not many people 
talk about, let alone young people, but 
Country Day School student Neyla 
Kirby hasn’t been afraid to tackle the 
issue of  “period poverty” head-on, and 
has mobilized her peers to help make a 
difference.

Neyla, a Grade 12 student, has been 
working tirelessly to underscore the 
cost of  – and sometimes lack of  access 
to – feminine hygiene products both 
around the world and here at home.

Through her Social Justice Club, 
she has been leading efforts to collect 
and purchase tampons, pads, and cups 

for food banks in Aurora, King and 
Vaughan, breaking down stigma along 
the way.

“This is an issue that is not really 
talked about,” said Neyla of  what led 
her to want to address period poverty 
from a local level. “A lot of  organizations 
are working on it in Toronto, based 
downtown, and seeing how so many 
people have been financially affected 
by the pandemic, it is insane how 
nobody is really working on it around 
me. If  you’re in a low-income family 
or anyone who has a tight budget right 
now, it is definitely hard to afford those 
products and spend $30 - $50 a month 
depending on if  you have daughters 
or it is just yourself. The organizations 
working on it now in Toronto are 

amazing, but I had women in my area 
in mind.”

Neyla was initially hoping to do a 
period product drive at her school, 
similar to a food drive, where the needs 
of  local food banks were identified 
allowing students to answer the call, 
whether in the from of  gift cards, 
financial donations, or the products 
themselves. They have had to change 
the execution somewhat due to present 
circumstances, but they are no less 
determined to forge ahead.

“Speaking to a few of  the local food 
banks, I asked them if  they needed 
tampons, pads or period cups – and even 
what sizes they need, and a lot of  them 
just said, ‘Whatever people can donate.’ 
Before I started this project, I didn’t even 
think of  the fact that homeless women, 
or even low-income women, needed 
the products. It doesn’t really cross your 
mind if  there is a supply drive for a food 
bank to bring in pads and tampons, so 
I think there is a little bit of  a stigma 
surrounding menstruation, which is one 
of  the biggest issues for food banks to 
get the supplies they need.

“When you have a large number of  
people who just kind of  avoid the topic 
of  menstruation, these food banks are 
not really getting what they really need. 
I think the stigma around periods is one 
of  the things stopping these women 
from getting essential supplies and they 

are either uncomfortable donating the 
products or people don’t even know 
there is an issue there and women 
actually need these on a monthly basis.”

So far, the response has been very 
positive. With the money donated, 
Neyla and a teacher plan to purchase the 
necessary period products in bulk – and 
she will be busy at home transforming 
some of  them into personalized “period 
packs” for the women who will be on 
the receiving end of  these donations.

“At one of  the food banks I talked 
to, they were so excited when I told 
them we were going to be making little 
packages with a letter and a piece of  
chocolate and although I know I won’t 
be able to see the women actually pick 
them up, I just think they are going to be 
able to enjoy that and know that people 
are thinking about them and they are 
not being overlooked. I think that is just 
going to make me really happy.

“The main thing for me is the fact 
when there is something you don’t know 
all that much about, or even if  you’re 
not a woman or you don’t menstruate, it 
is just so important to educate yourself  
and then also do as much as you can 
to support people who are struggling, 
whether or not you can relate to those 
struggles. I think it is really important if  
you are in this position to help people 
do everything you can to make that 
possible.”

FR

OM CHEF TO TABLE

C
A

T
E
R
IN

G@NONNAFRANCESCAS.C
O

M

FRESH M ARKET



THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 13, 2021Page  8

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Continued on page 14

&FINANCE
BUSINESS

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © 2019 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 19_90409_H7L_005

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

How much 
are you paying 
for financial advice? 

As an investor, it’s important that the services you receive 
are worth the fees you pay.  Ask yourself: 

•  Do I know what I pay for investment advice?  
•  Am I getting good value?  
•  Do I understand how my advisor is compensated? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above,  
contact Brendan Black today for a complimentary second 
opinion on your portfolio.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON L4G 1N1

905-727-3777    info@rnces.ca    RNCemploymentservices.ca    This Employment Ontario service is 
funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

The views expressed in the publication are the views of the Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Province. 
The Government of Ontario and its agencies are in no way bound by the recommendations contained in this document

Aurora
Employment ServicesRNC

Maunders is opening a second location on May 20th. Only committed 
candidates apply who are able to start training immediately.  As an 
essential service, the new store will open regardless of shutdown. 
TO REGISTER you must provide your name, email address and phone 
number. A ZOOM link will be emailed to RNC registered applicants. 

Friday, May 14 @ 10 am - 12 pm
Hiring Permanent, Full-time Positions
l Butcher   l  Butcher Counter Sales   l Cooks 
l Sales Associates   l Dishwasher / Cleaner

    905-727-3777                         222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.ca  l

This Employment Ontario service is 
funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

Canada - Ontario 
Job Grant 

Funding provided by the Government of Canada through the Canada 
Job Grant Programs delivered by the Government of Ontario

The views expressed in the publication are the views of the Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Province. The Government of Ontario and its agencies are in no way bound by the recommen-
dations contained in this document

COVID-19 SERVICE DELIVERY  -  We are here to support your training 
needs!  RNC is delivering services and programs remotely. 

Financial support may be available for eligible 
businesses to purchase short-term training 
for existing employees and new hires.

Email info@rnces.ca
Call 905-727-3777 press 0
www.RNCemploymentservices.ca
Or Employment Ontario contact 
1-800-387-5656 or TTY 1-866-533-6339

Aurora Chamber of Commerce re-brands, launches new site

The global pandemic has changed 
the face of  business, and the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce has given itself  
a facelift of  its own.

The Chamber unveiled a brand-new 
logo and website on Thursday, each 
designed to reflect a “fresh and user-

friendly design.”
“As part of  the rebranding exercise, 

the Aurora Chamber [has launched] a 
new logo, designed to reflect the forward 
motion of  the Chamber as we ramp up 
support for local businesses in Aurora,” 
said Sandra Ferri, President & CEO of  
the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce in a 
statement. “The Aurora Chamber held 
a contest earlier this year and a long-

standing Aurora resident and graphic 
designer, Miguel Gómez-Arboccó, 
owner of  gmzart came forward with the 
successful design.

“Miguel was born in Peru, his mother 
was an artist and his father an engineer. 
Miguel’s wife saw the call to action ad 
in The Auroran Newspaper requesting 
design ideas and encouraged him to 
enter. He says he doesn’t need accolades 
or fanfare – ‘helping out community is 
good enough for me’ – but we would like 
to thank Miguel for all the hard work 
that went into producing the logo. We 
are excited to be launching it this week 
along with our new website.

“T h e  C h a m b e r  r e c e i ve d  6  
submissions of  new logos and this 
one was chosen because it was fresh, 
modern, and had clean lines.  The 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce is 
thrilled to have an easily recognizable 

logo that symbolizes our forward 
thinking as the Chamber looks to the 
future.”

The Chamber’s new website located 
at aurorachamber.on.ca is intended 
to be easier to navigate for Chamber 
members.

The Chamber’s online portal not 
only offers services to members, but 
informative blog posts, a directory of  
local businesses to make Shop Local as 
easy as possible, and an ever-growing list 
of  virtual events, including a Network 
& Learn Breakfast on May 27 on a 
theme of  “The Rise of  Ransomware” 
and a Women of  Influence meeting on 
Tuesday, June 8.

The Chamber’s annual Business 
Excellence Celebration will take place 
virtually this year on Thursday, June 10 
from 4 – 6 p.m. honouring the best in 
local business.

Machell’s Alley will welcome visitors 
to Downtown Aurora this summer

As work continues on Library 
Square, a new temporary downtown 
space will serve as a gathering place 
in Aurora’s historic downtown core.

Work is set to get underway on 
Machell’s Alley, a transformation 
of  a vacant lot just north of  the 
Clocktower/Post Office building on 
Yonge Street.

As reported by The Auroran 
last month, the space, donated 
by Yonge Developments Inc., has 
been spearheaded by the Aurora 
Downtown BIA and will serve as 
a place for residents to congregate 

before and after frequenting local 
businesses, all the while practicing 
social distancing. 

“The Machell’s Alley revitalization 
is an excellent example of  
collaborative efforts to support local 
businesses,” said Mayor Tom Mrakas 
in a statement. “By working together, 
we can continue to build awareness 
of  Downtown Aurora while providing 
a vibrant and inviting space for 
residents and visitors to enjoy.”

Once work transforming the site 
is completed, it will have open-air 
seating for residents to not only enjoy 
local food, but entertainment as well 
– and its new name has been chosen 
as a tribute to early trailblazers who 

Sandra Ferri, President and CEO of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce, and graphic artist Miguel 
Gómez-Arboccó unveil the new logo and branding for the Chamber. 

Photo courtesy of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce
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Omar’s Shoes looking for new home after 51 years
with us.”

Raz estimates that over the past 15-or-
so months of  the global pandemic, they 
have been closed for over six months. It 
has been devastating for the business 
financially, having to continue to pay 
$25,000 per month for their space. 

“What has gotten us through this time 
is curbside. Our customers have been 
coming to us whether or not they needed 
the shoes. They have been coming to try 
and support us to help us get through 
it. They have been doing it with local 
restaurants, they have been doing it with 
local stores, they have been trying to help 
us independents get through this. When 
we have been doing curbside fittings, the 
sentiment has been the same: ‘I hope you 
can get through this. We love coming to 
your store. You treat customers so well.’ It 
gives us great pride to hear that and it kills 
us to think what is going to happen.”

For Mae, the hardest part will be leaving 
these “phenomenal customers” behind. 

“They are just incredible people that 
we have become friends with – that’s what 
makes us come in every day,” she said. 
“We have phenomenal staff  and the staff  
have built incredible relationships with 
customers.

“I think of  what my father-in-law 
started here and what this place meant to 
him,” she said. “He came with nothing in 
his pocket and started this. In the 80s and 
90s people told him, ‘Omar, you have to 
open up at the mall,’ and he said, ‘I will 
never leave this plaza. Aurora is my home, 
you can offer me what you want, but I 
am never going to leave this place.’ I just 
remember his words and I remember him 
telling me, ‘This is my home, these are 
my people and this is where I am staying. 
They supported me from Day 1 and I am 
not leaving.’ 

“That hurts a hell of  a lot because it 
was his legacy. This is part of  not just our 
family, but all the families over the years 
that came to us, supported us, and kept 
on telling us how they preferred coming 
here because we took the time to give 
them customer service. Another element 
that hurts is we have two adults from 

The Able Network (an Aurora-based 
organization giving work opportunities 
for adults with intellectual disabilities) – 
Adam and Gemma, and Adam has been 
with us close to 15 years now – and this is 
where they come to work. This was part 
of  their life. They are looking forward to 
coming back. This was part of  their lives, 
too, and they are part of  our family. It is a 
chain-reaction for so many, including our 
staff  who have been with us 20 years or so. 
There have been so many sleepless nights 
because that is all we talk about and think 
of.”

Added Raz: “We’re not giving up. 
We’re just thinking, ‘What’s next?’”

Omar’s Shoes is planning to have a 
closing sale as soon as health restrictions 
allow, with a target date at press time of  
May 20. 

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Bathroom & Kitchen Accessories

Yonge and Murray, spurring a second 
store in East Gwillimbury under the 
leadership of  his son Raz and daughter-
in-law Mae.

Now, the family is fighting to keep their 
business in Aurora.

This week, the Khamissa family 
announced they will be closing their 
flagship location after being unable 
to resolve issues related to rent relief  
programs ahead of  a new lease.

“The financial strain that the COVID 
pandemic has put us through has been 
tremendous,” said Raz and Mae in a letter 
sent out to long-time loyal customers. 
“Through all of  this time, we just kept 
thinking that we will give it our best to 
get past this. We have not given up on 
finding a compromise or maybe another 
location in Aurora, but only time will tell. 
We take consolation in knowing that we 
will continue our business in our location 
in Newmarket [and] our daughter Saarah 
will continue our story there.

“We would like to thank all of  our long-
time loyal customers and friends that have 
supported us over all these years. We have 
seen three generations of  families that have 
trusted us to look after them. We always 

felt that if  you live in your community 
they will support you and, in turn, we 
supported local charities, fundraisers, and 
sports teams. Aurora has been a wonderful 
Town to be a part of  and we have been 
proud Aurorans since 1968.”

Omar Khamissa emigrated to Canada 
from South Africa and, before too long, 
planted roots in his adopted hometown 
bringing high quality shoes to customers 
in Aurora and beyond.

It was a time when business was sealed 
with a handshake and word was taken as 
bond.

Although Omar has since passed on, 
this is a legacy that has been continued by 
two generations that have followed him.

The Khamissas invited The Auroran 
into their store, which has been closed to 
the general public due to present health 
restrictions, last week to share their story 
– and their sadness that this is a decision 
they have been forced to make. 

“We feel after all this time we might 
be considered a landmark and it is just 
unfortunate – upsetting, unfortunate, 
disappointing all at one,” said Raz. “If  
we find something else, we would love to 
open back up. If  there’s anybody looking, 
we would love to have them touch base 

Raz, Mae and Saarah are the second and third generations of the Khamissa family to own and operate 
Omar’s.                    Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario

Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccine 
plan is helping to stop 
the spread and save lives. 
Thousands of people across 
the province are getting 
vaccinated every day.
As vaccinations continue, we need to stay 
the course to protect those we love. Wear a 
mask. Wash your hands. Keep your distance.

Find out when, where and how to get 
vaccinated at ontario.ca/covidvaccineplan 
or call 1-888-999-6488 for assistance in more 
than 300 languages.
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It has been a passion project for local 
historians and veterans, and now the 
public’s help is being sought to make 
the dream a reality.

The Town of  Aurora, in conjunction 
with the Aurora branch of  the Royal 
Canadian Legion, is looking for the 
public’s feedback on a memorial to the 
Korean War, one which will be placed 
at the Aurora Peace Park alongside the 
Cenotaph honouring the residents of  
Aurora, King, and Whitchurch who 
fell in the First World War, the Altar 
of  Sacrifice commemorating local men 
who lost their lives in the Second World 
War, and the decommissioned LAV 
placed there to remember the men and 
women who served in Afghanistan.

“We are asking the public to submit 
their design ideas for a fitting monument 
to honour the soldiers from Aurora, 
King and Whitchurch-Stouffville who 
fought in the Korean War,” said the 
Town of  Aurora in a statement. “The 
winning design will be submitted as 
part of  a grant application to Veterans 
Affairs Canada’s Commemorative 
Partnership Program for Community 
War Memorial funding to cover some 
of  the costs.

“Amateur artists are welcome to 
submit. This design call-out is open 
to any resident of  Aurora, King or 
Whitchurch-Stouffville. We are looking 
for concept drawings that can be as 
simple as a pencil sketch to provide 
the inspiration and general idea for a 
suitable memorial rather than formal 
design drawings and specifications. The 
memorial should not contain any names 
of  soldiers who fought in the war and 
must be in both English and French.”

The top three memorial designs 
submitted by the deadline of  May 28 
will be placed on the Town’s online 
communications platform, Engage 
Aurora, for public input and voting 
on the preferred design. The designer 
behind the winning submission will be 
invited to unveil the monument once it 
is completed and receive a gift card of  
$250.

“Remembrances of  Canada’s 
contribution to the Korean War effort 
can be found in many municipalities 
across this country,” said the Town. 

“Aurora’s War Memorial Peace Park 
solemnly pays tribute to those… who 
served and were lost in the two World 
Wars and the Afghan war. There is, 
however, no similar recognition of  the 
Korean War.”

A Korean War memorial was first 
pitched to Aurora Council this past 
winter by local historian Bill Newman, 
who was inspired to pursue the project 
after a visit to Seoul in 2016. 

While there, he toured the 
demilitarized zone (DMZ) and took 
in memorials recognizing the conflict, 
including a memorial to Canada’s 
contributions at the Korean War 
Memorial and Museum. When he came 
back home, he realized there wasn’t that 
same recognition in his hometown and 
began his research with an assist from 
the Aurora Museum & Archives.

Today, memorials to Canada’s 
contributions to the Korean War can 
be found at monuments from coast 
to coast, but Aurora is one of  the 
exceptions. Although no Aurorans are 
known to have lost their lives in the 
conflict, Mr. Newman says it is “timely 
and fitting” to recognize what they did 
to fend off  “yet another threat to the 
freedom and right of  self-determination 
of  the world’s peoples.”

“We are requesting through this 
presentation the involvement of  the 
Town and its staff  to design and locate 
a fitting memorial at the Peace Park to 
our Korean War veterans,” he said. “We 
understand the funding for the memorial 
may be obtainable through Veterans 
Affairs Canada’s commemorative 
partnership program for a community 
war memorial funding. Your favourable 
consideration of  this request would 
provide overdue recognition to those 
from our community and surrounding 
area who served in what is being termed 
as ‘Canada’s forgotten war.’

“When one of  the Legion members 
heard about this proposal to Council, 
he remarked with almost a tear in his 
eye, ‘This is for you, dad.’ May we 
always remember them.”

For more information on the 
project, visit engageaurora.ca/
koreanwarmemorial.

Public’s help sought in 
designing Korean War 
Memorial

Local historian Bill Newman has been one of the leading advocates for a Korean War 
memorial.                    Auroran file photo by Brock Weir
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Aurora resident joining Team Canada in  
Tokyo this summer

Photo by Vence Vekassy

By Robert Belardi 

Aurora resident Roland Varga will be 
competing in Canoe-Kayak for Team 
Canada in the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. 

The news was officially made public 
last week and the 30-year-old was almost 
at a complete loss for words. 

“Words can’t describe it. It feels surreal. 
It still hasn’t sunk in. 18 years of  hard 
work -- it wasn’t in vain. I’m very proud 
and happy to represent Canada and fulfil 
my dreams,” Varga said effusively. 

He will be heading to Japan with Nova 
Scotia native Connor Fitzpatrick as his 
partner in July.

Born in Hungary, Varga says canoe-
kayaking is one of  the most popular sports 
in the country. While in elementary school, 
the coach of  the local club arrived in the 
gym with a unique recruiting method that 
immediately garnered the 12-year-old’s 
attention. 

“He offered one kilogram of  gummy 
bears for whoever joins the club,” Varga 
recalled. 

“I have a sweet tooth. It was a good 
bargain for me. Most of  my friends were 
already canoeing so I gravitated towards it 
and fell in love with it.” 

With a love for being outdoors and with 
friends, Varga instantly enjoyed being a 
part of  the atmosphere in the club. But 
when push came to shove and he got 
behind the paddles. That was ultimately a 
different story at the time. 

“When I first started, I wasn’t very 
talented. My technique wasn’t the best. I 
was pretty stubborn. I remember my first 
race. I came in last and started crying. I 
wanted it more than everyone else and I 
made it a goal to prove [to] myself  that I 
belong there.” 

Following his loss, the coach of  the 
local club sat Varga aside and reminded 
the young man that in order to win you 
must work hard. You must train. You must 

sweat every ounce of  your being behind 
those paddles. Little did he know he was 
motivating a future Olympian. 

In 2004, when Varga was just 14 he 
won his first title in Hungary. Varga 
finished in first place in the 1000m C4 
and first place in the 500m. With the sport 
having originated in Canada, Varga said 
the initial “C” stands for Canadian and 
the number stands for how many paddlers 
in the boat.

When he turned 15, his family 
emigrated to Canada and resided in 
Richmond Hill with his uncle. While living 
there before moving to Aurora, he joined 
Team Ontario. The provincial team loved 
his versatility as a sprint and endurance 
paddler fused into one. 

In the 2008, all the way to 2010 
Canadian Championships, Varga finished 
in a podium spot in C1 and C2 1000m, 
500m and 200m races. 

Leading up to the Olympics in Rio 
2016, Varga and his former partner Paul 
Bryant were notified of  the news that 
the paddlers from Moldova had been 
disqualified for doping. Unfortunately, 
they weren’t permitted to travel to Rio 
and the chance to represent Canada had 
slipped away.

Now with his partner Connor 
Fitzpatrick, Varga is training in Nova 
Scotia and he is ready to bring home a 
medal. 

This trip to Tokyo will not be Varga’s 
first time visiting the city. He won’t be 
distracted by the city’s vibrant bright 
lights and sights to see. He is pedal to the 
metal with his partner and no matter the 
obstacle and even no matter the fact he 
hasn’t raced internationally since 2019, 
they are both ready to give it everything 
they have. 

Varga would like to personally thank 
Richmond Hill Canoe Club coach Igor 
Nikitovic and parents Helen and Bryant 
in supporting him throughout his career 
thus far. 
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Former Central York Panthers forward found her 
way back to the ice 

By Robert Belardi 

When Julia Cuccia was away at 
Brock University studying psychology, 
there was a lot that was missing. She 
had no true university experience due 
to COVID-19, but most of  all hockey 
had seemed like a distant memory and 
that was something she was ready to 
change. 

“I wasn’t sure if  I wanted to play. Not 
even being able to have the chance to 
play this past year made me realize this 
is a big part of  my life and I didn’t want 
to give it up,” Cuccia said. 

“And even with my mental health 
and everything I had to step back and 
take care of  myself  before I can go on 
with hockey and with life. That was 
really important. My coaches helped 

me realize that and even Central York, 
they’re all about mental health and 
speaking up.” 

The Central York Panthers, who she 
remained with for most of  her young 
hockey career, officially announced that 
Cuccia would be joining the USports 
OUA York University Lions women’s 
hockey team last week.

Cuccia is also changing her program 
to Criminology, aspiring to become 
a police officer and detective one 
day. Now she gets to enjoy both her 
education and being back on the ice. 

With the help of  Lions head coach 
Dan Church and Panthers junior coach 
Steve Dempsey, this became possible. 
She says she is excited to join a well-
coached program. 

“The idea of  what they’re coaching 

over there, I really like it. It suits my 
style as a hockey player and I thought it 
would be the best fit.” 

As a young girl, Cuccia began playing 
hockey after seeing her brothers play. 
She initially joined the Richmond Hill 
Stars as the lone girl on the team and 
immediately enjoyed what it meant to 
be a part of  a team. 

Since joining the Central York 
Panthers organization from minor 
bantam onward, Cuccia has thrived 
in the program. She initially played 
defence until she was moved to play 
wing in the middle of  a tournament 
and it stuck ever since.  She moved up 
to begin playing junior women’s hockey 
when she was in grade 10 (15-years-
old), and played for three seasons. 

Playing hockey has developed her 

both as a player and a person. She was 
shy, but the sport brought forth her 
confidence both on the ice and in the 
real world. 

Off  the ice, Cuccia has made quite 
the impact in the local community with 
the Panthers. 

“The association would set up 
programs for the hockey team and we 
went to a woman’s shelter and we helped 
out there. It felt unselfish and giving. I 
would participate in community service 
and volunteering for younger children’s 
hockey programs. It makes me feel like 
I’m giving back and helping people. I 
love to help out and assist the younger 
generation.”

Cuccia is expected to begin in 
September of  this year with York 
University. 

being asked of  the Provinces. Calls 
are growing louder from municipal 
lawmakers – particularly Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown – to allow 
outdoor sports and athletic activities 
to re-open, citing lack of  evidence that 
these outdoor pursuits are contributing 
to the still-high case numbers of  
COVID-19.

The Small Urban GTHA Mayors 
group consists of  the Mayors of  

Aurora, Bradford West Gwillimbury, 
the Township of  Brock, the City 
of  Burlington, the Towns of  East 
Gwillimbury, Halton Hills, King, 
Newmarket, Orangeville, the Townships 
of  Scugog and Uxbridge, and the Town 
of  Whitchurch-Stouffville.

The group met last week virtually 
with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on 
May 7 to raise concerns on the vaccine 
rollout, travel bans, the licensing of  
cannabis facilities and more.

“It is only through open dialogue 
and communication with our Federal 
partners that municipalities can 
respond to concerns as a result of  
changes in legislation impacting our 
communities,” they said. “We are 
grateful to the Prime Minister and 
our Federal Members of  Parliament 
for their continued partnership 
and support and look forward to 
continuing to work together in 
response to the issues raised today.”Header:

(Cutline)
Area mayors met virtually with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau last week. 
Contributed photo 

Mayors call 
for degree of 

certainty after 
lockdown

Contributed photo
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Hybrid voting system eyed again for 2022 election

The next municipal election is less than 
18 months away, and preparations are 
underway for the 2022 vote.

This month, Council is poised to 
endorse a hybrid voting model, one which 
will once again give eligible Aurora voters 
a chance to cast their votes for Mayor, 
Council and Trustee online or in person. 
But, along with endorsing this model, a 
reduction in in-person polling stations 
could be in the offing, a possibility which 
raised some eyebrows around the General 
Committee table last week.

“Staff  are proposing to use internet 
voting in the advanced voting period, with 
paper ballot voting being available on 
specific nights in the advanced period, and 
as the only option on election day,” said 
Town Clerk Mike de Rond on his report 
to Council, noting this will follow much 
the same pattern as the 2018 municipal 
election. “While some may have considered 
the 2018 election to be a transition for the 
Town going from only a paper ballot in 
2014 to full internet voting in 2022, the 

evidence suggests that the paper ballot is 
still popular in Aurora with two-thirds of  
voters choosing that option in 2018.

“Should the hybrid method be adopted, 
the election model will be very close to 
what residents experienced in 2018. Staff  
would aim to start the internet voting 
about 10 days before the election, while 
simultaneously offering a paper ballot 
option three to four nights during the week 
of  October 16 – 22, 2022. On election day, 
staff  expect to have between 15 – 20 voting 
locations in the Town where only a paper 
ballot will be provided.”

Should Council forge ahead with staff ’s 
recommendations, procedures for voting 
in a situation where the global pandemic is 
still prevalent are also accounted for. 

“While staff  are hopeful that the current 
pandemic will not significantly affect the 
2022 municipal election, it is important 
that a plan be in place for the safe casting 
of  votes at polling locations should this 
pandemic, or any other one, cause the 
need for safer distance measures than 
what would normally be in place,” said 
Mr. De Rond. “Maintaining the secrecy 
of  elections at physical polling locations 
requires significant space to ensure the 

voter is making their decision without 
worrying about being observed, which 
helps mitigate against physical distancing 
concerns. The pandemic plan will be 
focused on lineup control, routing of  
electors through polling locations and any 
contingency plans that need to be in place 
should a lockdown situation be in effect. 
The foremost concern will be to keep 
staff  at polling locations as well as Town 
residents safe. Further to this, staff  expect 
internet voting to help mitigate against 
larger-than-necessary crowds at voting 
locations.”

When the plan came before Council 
members last week, a number of  concerns 
were addressed. While Councillor John 
Gallo questioned the fact that staff  are 
recommending a single-source contract 
to get the job done – in this case, with 
Dominion Voting Systems –  and ensuring 
systems were in place in the event of  a 
by-election, Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
focused her questions on ensuring the vote 

was as accessible as possible.
“There is a thought of  removing some 

of  the customary polling stations to save a 
little bit of  money,” she said. “You have to 
keep in mind that the way they are now has 
really been considered to be accessible…
and a lot of  people are still going to do in-
person voting. I still think it is important to 
the residents.”

Mr. De Rond says analysis hasn’t 
yet been completed on which polling 
stations should stay and go, but said that 
there weren’t “too many lines” in the last 
municipal election or where there too may 
complaints.

“It’s not that we want to have lines, that’s 
for certain, but we thought there might be 
an opportunity to remove some locations,” 
he said. “We had some that were within a 
kilometre of  each other, sometimes even 
closer than that. We’re talking between…
one in four, probably. Hopefully not as 
many to cause an impact to the service 
level.”

Traffic was snarled last week after a trailer rollover near the intersection of Leslie Street and Wellington 
Street West. The incident took place on Thursday morning.               Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger 
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started businesses in Machell’s Corners, 
the community that sprang up around 
Yonge and Wellington that eventually 
became known as Aurora.

“The location at 15217 Yonge Street 
has a fascinating history being the site 
of  a blacksmith shop in the 1870s,” said 
the Town. “This early shop was torn 
down and a new building erected in 
1908 which housed Philip De La Haye’s 
Blacksmith Shop, John Morning’s 
Garage, Wilson’s Hardware, North 
York Heating, Plumbing & Electrical, 
and finally a second-hand furniture 
store before being torn down in 1991.

“Machell’s Alley is a nod to all the 
early trailblazing entrepreneurs in the 
area and a symbol of  the support for 
current business owners during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

From page 8

Cultural Centre brings arts into the home with 
virtual series

The Aurora Cultural Centre may 
not be able to welcome residents 
into the Church Street School due to 
Library Square construction, or into 
their temporary gallery space at Town 
Hall due to the global pandemic, but 
curators are ready to bring the arts to 
you.

This Tuesday, May 8, the Aurora 
Cultural Centre (ACC) will launch a 
new Arts Talk series, featuring various 
topics of  interest, all tied together by 
the arts.

The first topic will be Arts Education & 
Mental Health, with subsequent events 
including Building Arts Programs for 
our Community on June 18, Addressing 
Questions on Diversity & Inclusion in 
the Arts on July 20, and How Are They 
Doing? Checking In with Artists as We 
Emerge from the Pandemic on August 
17.

Arts Education & Children’s Mental 
Health will feature panellists Tania 
Marie DeSilva, Clinical Director, 
Behaviour Matters; Marji Chud, 
Professor and lead at Young People’s 
Theatre; Patty Jarvi, Professor and 
Program Manager for Listen Up!; 
and in the role of  moderator, George 
Vellathottam of  the York Region 
District School Board.

“The effects of  arts education on 
a child’s mental health is vital at the 
best of  times,” says the ACC. “Over 
the past year, in-school arts programs 
have either been drastically scaled 
back or temporarily eliminated due to 
health and safety guidelines. Join [us] to 

discover the benefits of  arts education 
to a child’s mental health and sense of  
community-building, how they view the 
challenges of  the past year, and the way 
forward as we re-engage children in the 
arts.”

Adds Suzanne Haines, Executive 
Director of  the ACC: “Arts Talk is a 
new initiative for the Aurora Cultural 
Centre to engage in conversation with 
our community on relevant arts topics.  
Over the next four months, we will 
welcome expert panelists opening new 
doors to shared learning in the arts.  The 
first event is on May 18 at 7 p.m. We 
are inviting the community to join us at 
the panel discussion to hear about how 
the arts affect a child’s mental health, 
what impact this past year in children’s 
mental health given the pandemic 
and the change in programming, the 
benefits of  arts education, and opinions 
on what more we can all do to support 
arts activities in schools.”

ABOUT THE PANEL

Tania DaSilva
Tania DaSilva holds an Honours 

Bachelors of  Arts and Science 
Degree majoring in Psychology and 
Sociology. She is certified in Cognitive 
Behavioural Therapy, Solution-Focused 
Therapy, and Narrative Therapy 
from OISE University of  Toronto. 
She holds an Honours Advanced 
Child and Youth Care Diploma from 
Humber College, specializing in 
counselling, interventions, treatment, 
and therapeutic activities. Tania has 
also received certification in Applied 
Behavioural Analysis for Educators 
through the Geneva Centre for Autism 

and Neuroscience Psychology accredited 
by the CCE. She also specializes in 
Emotional Intelligence and is certified 
to administer the renowned EQ-i2.0 
assessment. Tania has taken countless 
workshops in modalities such as DBT, 
Art Therapy, and Mindfulness. She 
has worked at The Dunblaine School, 
a school dedicated to students with 
various developmental and learning 
disabilities. Within the TDSB working 
with the entire population, but more 
specifically with children with special 
needs and those in need of  emotional 
and behavioural assistance. She was 
also part of  the multi-disciplinary team 
at the North York General Hospital in 
the Psychiatric Unit, specifically in the 
eating disorder day program.  Tania 
DaSilva has a passion for mental health 
awareness, which is apparent in her work 
as well as in her media appearances; she 
is a regular Child, Youth, and Family 
Therapist expert on CP24, Global 
News, CTV, Breakfast Television, The 
Social, Forbes, Marilyn Denis, Omni 
TV, Toronto Sun, Toronto Star and 
more. Tania was diagnosed with an 
anxiety disorder as a teenager which 
gives her a unique edge in her work. 
Her passion for the field and personal 
experience has led her to create a space 
like no other for the children, youth, 
families, individuals, and corporations 
Behaviour Matters services. 

 
Marjie Chud

Marjie is a professional theatre artist, 
artist educator and arts administrator.  
She is currently the Resident Artist 
Educator, Lead at Young People’s 
Theatre (YPT) where she has held 
other leadership positions including 

Acting Associate Artistic Director, 
Education; Education & Participation 
Curriculum Associate; Interim 
Community Volunteer Manager 
and Interim Drama School Director. 
She has also been a Resident Artist 
Educator and the Director of  the 
Junior Ensemble at YPT for several 
years. Along with facilitating arts-based 
school and community programming, 
Marjie has focused the last several years 
on supporting established teaching 
artists with program development 
and mentoring emerging teaching 
artists. She is currently a professor in 
the Arts Education and Community 
Engagement Graduate Certificate 
program at Centennial College and 
was recently selected to participate 
in the international Teaching Artist 
Leadership Lab at the Lincoln Center 
Education in New York City. As an 
active member of  the Ontario College 
of  Teachers, she works as an occasional 
teacher and collaborates with educators 
to integrate drama into other subjects 
in the Ontario curriculum and to 
support social literacy in schools. She 
is passionate about exploring ideas, 
questions and social issues through 
drama and devising theatre with youth.

 Patty Jarvis
Patty has worked for more than 30 

years with arts organizations, schools and 
communities in developing meaningful 
partnerships and programs that support 
accessible and relevant arts engagement. 
Past positions include; Interim Associate 
Director, Education and Outreach, 
Canadian Opera Company; Executive 
Director, Prologue to the Performing 
Arts; Director of  Education/Outreach 
- Canadian Stage. Patty was the co-
author (with Creative Trust) of  The 
Performing Arts Education Overview 
Report (2011), a first-time analysis of  
arts education programming in arts 
organizations in the City of  Toronto. 

Affiliations: Co-founder/Past Chair 
of  Professional Arts Organizations 
Network for Education; Board 
member Cultural Pluralism in the Arts 
Movement in Ontario and Studio 180 
Theatre; Advisory Committee member 
of  the Canadian Network for Arts and 
Learning, Past Chair of  the Toronto 
Theatre Alliance (now TAPA); Past 
Board member of  Ontario Presents.  
Patty is currently the Program Manager 
for Listen Up! – a multidisciplinary, 
year-round arts education project and 
teaches in both the Arts Management 
and Arts Education and Community 
Engagement Programs at Centennial 
College.

 George Vellathottam
George is a K-12 system Principal 

with the York Region District School 
Board. He has a strong commitment 
to anti racism and social justice. Key 
areas of  system work include the arts, 
culturally relevant pedagogy, as well as 
learning design and development.

To register for the free Arts Talk series, visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca/arts-talk.

BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Gathering space  
is joint effort
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CROSSWORD

Mother’s Day  
at the Market

As far as days out in Aurora go at the moment, the Aurora Farmers’ Market at Town Park 

each Saturday morning is the only game in Town – and families flocked there this past 

Saturday on the eve of Mother’s Day. (Top) Jordan, Osyrio, Tyame, and Chance. (Second Row) 

Celine, Stella, Turas, and Minny the dog. (Third Row) Dmitri, Kristin, Matesim. (Fourth Row) 

Newmarket-Aurora MP Tony Van Bynen and wife Roxane. (Fifth Row) Brandon and Katie 

with Gary and Mabel. 
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Back alleys are traditionally not 
where most people want to hang out, 
but increasingly cities and towns across 
North America and around the world 
are revitalizing them to provide vibrant, 
outdoor spaces in these underutilized 
areas teeming with untapped potential.

These activations have been met 
with huge success by their communities 
who benefit from increased public 
space and rejuvenation of  areas that 
in turn benefits the local economy. 
This is why I am thrilled to share that 
Aurora will be joining this list as we 
prepare Machell’s Alley for residents 
and visitors to enjoy this summer.

The result of  an innovative, multi-
organizational collaboration, Machell’s 
Alley is a temporary donated 

greenspace in the 
vacant lot at 15217 
Yonge Street, in the 
heart of  Downtown 
Aurora’s historic 
district.

The property owner, 
Yonge Developments 
Inc., is providing the 
space for public use 
while waiting for social 
and economic conditions to warrant 
the development of  a new, exciting 
building in this location.

Machell’s Alley will be used 
as an open-air seating space for 
downtown visitors to enjoy local food, 
entertainment and ambience. Staff  are 
working hard to prepare the space with 

signage, beautiful 
greenery, hanging 
lights and picnic 
tables with brightly 
coloured umbrellas. 
The space is 
anticipated to open 
by the end of  May, 
pending COVID 
restrictions and 
health measures.

The Machell’s Alley revitalization is 
an excellent example of  collaboration 
to support local businesses and would 
not have been possible without the 
Aurora Economic Development 
Corporation, Yonge Developments 
Inc., the Downtown Aurora BIA, 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce, 

Explore Aurora and Central Counties 
Tourism. By working together, we 
can continue to build awareness of  
Downtown Aurora while providing a 
vibrant and inviting space for residents 
and visitors.

I look forward to seeing many 
familiar faces as we all enjoy Machell’s 
Alley this summer!

That’s all for this week. As always, 
if  you would like to get into contact 
with me please feel free to do so 
anytime by phone 905-727-3123 ext. 
4746 or by email tmrakas@aurora.
ca and if  you would like to sign up for 
more newsletters and Council updates, 
please let me know and I will add you 
to the growing list of  Aurorans that are 
staying informed.

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
CLEANERS

RENOVATIONSCREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

CONSTRUCTION

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be 

there when they do... ...advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory      

Call 905-727-3300   Ext. 102 to book your ad

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE

WATER

WASTE DISPOSAL

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

30 yrs. experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

CONSTRUCTION

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Bin sizes:
8, 14, 18, 20, 30

and 40 yards

Also Available -
Top Soils and Gravels

TORONTO       MONTREAL       NEW YORK

www.castellanoconstruction.ca

416-832-4399
info@castellanoconstruction.ca

• Design
• Underpinning 
• Build
• Remodel
 Project  
 Management

• Custom Cabinetry
• Demolition
• Waterproofing
• Forest/Land  
 Rehabilitation

From underpinning to new builds and  
everything in between, we are homes.

Home Remodeling • Electrical Plumbing  
Kitchen & Bathrooms
Finished Basement  

All Flooring Tiles • Hardwood Laminate
..Drywall • Painting 

Deck & Fences 

A&A IDEAL 
RENOVATION

416-219-4530  
Alex 416-625-4441

No job to small! 

Fully licensed and insured 
One year warranty on all labour

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

Getting  
Things Done
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ADVERTISE IN 
THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS   

(905) 727-3300  EXT. 102

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

YEARS

HELP WANTED

APARTMENT WANTED

SERVICES

SINGLE PROFESSIONAL looking 
for pet friendly one bedroom unit close to 
amenities and transit in Aurora, Richmond 
Hill areas.  Please contact nathananthony1 
@hotmail.com. (226) 338-7447

King City Cemetery
2580 King Road, King City, Ontario L7B 1J7

905-833-5680

The King City Cemetery is looking to hire a

MANAGER
The position is part-time. Two years relevant experience required.

DUTIES INCLUDE:
Client-facing skills; general managerial duties; report to
the Board of Directors; ensure regulations and by-laws are
followed; ensure property is maintained; sale of plots;
interments; monument foundations and markers;
payments, coordinate with Secretary/Treasurer.

Please contact
Laura Karabin at

cemeterykingcity@gmail.com
https://king-city-cemetery.business.site/

THINGS 
You Ought To Know

MAY 1 – 29
The Aurora Farmers’ Market will host a virtual 

dinosaur egg hunt during each market day on Saturdays 
between 8 a.m. and 12.30 p.m. Bring your family to the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market Saturday and have your kids 
look for dinosaur eggs to “hatch”. Bring your dinosaur 
to the Brainy Games booth for a reward. For more, visit 
dinohunt.fun.

THURSDAY, MAY 13
Amnesty International’s Aurora-Newmarket Group 

holds their monthly meeting the second Thursday of  the 
month (January-May, September-November) from 7.30 
to 8.10 p.m., to discuss current human rights issues and 
write appeal letters. Held online via Zoom currently – all 
welcome! Free. For more information contact Renee at 
reneeandlen@rogers.com, or visit www.amnestyaurora.
wordpress.com

* * * * 
PARTAGEZ LE FRANÇAIS – Ce groupe 

accueille les ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones 
aux débutants capables de converser) - qui 
cherchent à mettre en pratique leurs compétences 
CONVERSATIONNELLES en français. Les locuteurs 
natifs et les locuteurs plus doués, sont encouragés 
à partager leurs compétences en langue française. 
RSVP: www.meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. Nominal 
fee: $2.

SATURDAY, MAY 15
Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the 

Aurora Farmers’ Market. With strict COVID-19 protocols 
in place, the Market vendors are excited to welcome 
residents and customers once again. Due to health rules, 
only food and produce vendors will be on site at this time. 
For more information, visit theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

* * * * 
The Aurora Community Arboretum will host a 

virtual bird talk this morning at 10 a.m. To register for this 
free event, hosted over Zoom, email auroraarboretum.
register@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 22
Come out to Town Park from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the 

Aurora Farmers’ Market. With strict COVID-19 protocols 
in place, the Market vendors are excited to welcome 
residents and customers once again. Due to health rules, 
only food and produce vendors will be on site at this time. 
For more information, visit theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

SUNDAY, MAY 23
PARTAGEZ LE FRANÇAIS – Ce groupe 

accueille les ADULTES / 18+ (des francophones 
aux débutants capables de converser) - qui 
cherchent à mettre en pratique leurs compétences 
CONVERSATIONNELLES en français. Les 
locuteurs natifs et les locuteurs plus doués, sont 
encouragés à partager leurs compétences en langue 
française. RSVP: www.meetup.com/Partagez-le-
francais. Nominal fee: $2.

GARDINER REQUIRED Balantrae 
area: weeding, transplanting, watering - will 
pay $15/20 per hour. Cash. Hours per week 
to be discussed. Call 905-640-2535 evenings. 

Thank You 
Carriers !

for delivering 

THE AURORAN 
during these 
challenging  

times.
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WHO and WHAT do you think  
should be represented?

From May 3 to 24 
Share your thought  

and ideas at: 
engageaurora.ca/
inclusionmural

Town of Aurora and the Aurora Legion are seeking community input for the design of a new memorial to the Korean 
War which will be added to Peace Park in Aurora.

CALL FOR DESIGN SUBMISSIONS! 
We are asking the public to submit their design ideas for a fitting monument to honour those from Aurora, King 
and Whitchurch-Stouffville who fought in the Korean War. The winning design will be submitted as part of a grant 
application to Veterans Affairs Canada’s Commemorative Partnership Program for Community War Memorial Funding 
to cover some of the costs.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
This design call-out is open to any resident of Aurora, King or Whitchurch-Stouffville. We are looking for concept 
drawings that can be as simple as a pencil sketch to provide the inspiration and general idea for a suitable memorial. 
No intricate professional designs needed, we are looking for creative and thoughtful efforts. Amateur artists welcome! 
The memorial should not contain any names of soldiers who fought in the war, and must be in both English and French.

Deadline: 
Please submit your designs by Friday, May 28, 2021 via email to swhite@aurora.ca.

The top three designs will be published here on engageaurora.ca/koreanwarmemorial for public input and 
voting on the preferred design for the memorial. The designer of the winning submission will be invited to unveil the 
monument at a future date and will also receive a gift card in the amount of $250.

Korean War Memorial

From May 3 to 24
Share your thought and ideas at:
engageaurora.ca/inclusionmural

WHO and WHAT do you think
should be represented?

DIVERSITY AND 
INCLUSION MURAL
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PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU NEED!! CALL TODAY!!239 Main St., Schomberg

H.R. HORIZON REALTY LTD.,
BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated

416-706-0419
HORIZONREALTY.CALtd., Brokerage

SCHOMBERG
$1,998,000 Completely Updated Quality Built Normerica Post & Beam Home On 
Beautifully Treed Private 2.5 Acres W/View Of Neighboring Pond. Features: Cstm.
Cabinetry, Spacious Leathered Granite Centre Island Kitchen W/Walkout To Covered 
Wrap Around Porch & Patio, Top Of The Line Stainless Appliances, 3 Fireplaces, Natural 
Pine Floors & Beamed Ceilings, 3 Bdrms. W/Vaulted Ceilings & Double Closets. Bright 
Custom 4Pce. Washroom W/Walk-In Rain Shower Overlooking Backyard!  

For Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenAvraamNeo.com  

� inking of Buying 
or Selling Your Home?

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

(Elena) Avraam Neophytou,
Sales Representative, SRES

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Direct 289.221.1481 Office 905.727.3154 kellyburt@royallepage.ca

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

AURORA/KING
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This might be an odd statement 
to hear coming from the 
Renovating Realtor, however, 
in my opinion, this is not the 
time to renovate unless 
it is necessary.
THIS PANDEMIC has made prices increase in most 
consumer products.  However, some of the highest 
price increases are in the housing sector.  As we all 
know, home prices in the GTA and elsewhere have 
skyrocketed.  Th is has led to many homeowners 
fi xing their homes up either in hopes of obtaining a 
higher price when they sell or to avoid the steep cost 
of moving to a larger home in this frantic market. 

Stay at home orders have caused homeowners to look 
more closely at their homes and want to improve 
them.  Th e result of all of these factors is that the desire 
for home improvements has never been greater.

As a result, homeowners are fl ocking to hardware 
and supply stores to make improvements to their 
homes or seeking out a good contractor to do the 
work.  When they do, the universal reaction is shock.  
Little projects can cost a fortune.  

Th e cost of lumber is unbelievable. Lumber has 
increased by nearly 40% from last year. According to 
Natural Resources Canada, Eastern spruce-pine-fi r 
two-by-fours were selling for $1,400 per thousand 
board feet in March 2021, and Western spruce-pine-fi r 
two-by-fours for $1,200.  In March 2020, these prices 
were between $550 and $600 per thousand board feet.  
Th is is a huge increase that will drastically change 
the budget of your renovation or new home build. 
New homes in the GTA are expected to add close to 
$36,000 to new builds due to the increased cost.

On top of high costs, the supply chain is currently 
unreliable. Tile, electrical components, tools, trim, 
windows, insulation etc. are not available in the same 
way they were before the pandemic. Th is can result in 
materials not arriving on time or even at all during a 
renovation.  For example, there is currently a surge in 
demand for drywall despite the huge price increase 
and, the big box stores cannot keep it on their shelves 
and cannot restock it fast enough to meet demand. 
Th erefore, simple things like hooking up new breakers
 in your panel could take months instead of hours. 
All these delays compound and add up to more and 
more time your renovation may take to complete.

Lastly, trades are charging more for two reasons.  
First, the demand for contractors is very high so 
securing a good contractor means that you will be 
paying them a lot more than what you would have 
paid when there was less demand.  Second, doing a 
renovation in today’s climate takes much more work 
and planning.  For example, dealing with curbside 
and phone-in orders adds a lot more time, which is 
charged to the customer.  

My advice to you if you’re thinking of doing a 
renovation, (advice I never thought I would give) is 
to postpone an optional renovation. Wait until supply 
and pricing stabilize, which is expected to occur in 
2022.  Once you start a renovation, you’re pretty much 
committed to its completion. Th e last thing you would 
want to do is take a bathroom offl  ine for months 
when it should normally have been weeks. However, 
if your situation permits and you can handle the 
overages and time delays, then go for it!  Just make 
sure you know what you’re getting into before the fi rst 
hammer goes through the drywall.   

 Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both 

Real Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a 
home please feel free to call or email me directly 

at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 

or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 

3 hacks to help you 
say goodbye to 

allergens in the home

This might 
NOT be the time 
to renovate!

(NC) Battling the sneezes 
and sniffl es is never easy, 
but a few simple tricks can 
help keep allergies to a 
minimum this year.
CLEAN AIR
You probably focus your energy on dusting surfaces 
and even hitting those high-up shelves, but are you 
making time to clear the dust from your vents? Air 
conditioning vents and separate units gather dust 
quickly, which get scattered into the air we breathe 
when we start to blast the AC. Make dusting your 
vents part of your weekly clean-up.

CLOSED WINDOWS
A nice breeze can feel refreshing, but it’s not 
always worth it if it leaves you sneezing and feeling 
congested. Keep an eye on pollen reports from your 
local weather site and close your windows on 
high-pollen days. If you must have your windows 
open, consider investing in an air purifi er to help fi lter 
out allergens.

FRESH FABRICS
You wash your clothes, so why wouldn’t you wash 
household fabrics? Fabric traps allergens and can 
trigger allergies. If your throw pillows or furniture have 
removable covers, consider washing and vacuuming 
them a couple of times a year. Also try to wash your 
bed linens once a week and duvet covers bi-weekly.

Investing in an effi cient washer and dryer can be the 
fi rst step towards an allergy-friendly home. The LG 
WashTower is a great solution, easily tackling allergens 
with its specially designed wash cycle with steam 
technology. Learn more about its sanitizing and 
cleaning capabilities at lg.ca.

www.newscanada.com
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Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora
905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical 
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, 
Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, 
including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE &
LONDON FOG
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A 
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOW
AND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW
JAVA,

MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE
& LONDON FOG

COLOURS

BRAND NEW COLOURS

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED *Faucet extra

Pictured here 
New Bermuda White Colour 

Congratulations on purchasing a home in 
such competitive times. Th e more organized 
home Buyers can be as closing day on a home 

purchase nears the better. Aft er successfully buying 
the home with an accepted Agreement of Purchase, 
and Sale provide the lawyer and lender with all 
paperwork required without delay. Th e REALTOR®  
contracted for the purchase can help in this process. 
Contact the utility companies to inform them of the 
closing date and changeover required, and complete 
necessary transition paperwork. Contact the post 
offi  ce to inform them of a change of address required.
 Many of the services needed can be accessed online. 

Check the town or city website for extra infor-
mation available for residents moving to the area. 
Th ere will be resources for parks and recreation, 
garbage and recycling collection, fi re permits, 
building planning, dog licensing, property taxes, 
fi re and rescue services, parking and other by-laws 
and much more.  

Purge unnecessary and unused or forgotten 
items in advance of the move, so there’s less to pack. 
Donate items where possible and trash the remaining 
where necessary in advance of closing day. At each 
buyer visit the home may look diff erent, and creating 
a to-do list of changes, plans, measurements, 
and ideas will help when the list is later prioritized 
by importance.

Fragile goods, priceless items, jewelry and 
other valuables should be boxed separately and 
kept safely with the Buyer(s) to move on their own 
to limit risk. Keep all identifi cation documents 
in a safe, accessible location as these documents 
will be needed again before closing day. 

When boxing up belongings work room by room 
and label as thoroughly as possible, which may 
help speed up the unboxing and organizing in the 
new space. Movers or moving helpers should ideally 
be booked aft er the offi  cial closing date in case the 
offi  cial closing doesn’t occur until late in the day.  

 While the home purchased may be left  tidy and 
in broom swept condition cleaning each room to 
exacting standards and freshening up the air will 
be much easier while the home is empty. Arriving 
with cleaning supplies and equipment to get fl oors, 
surfaces and cabinets, washrooms and more shining 
before you unload belongings will already improve 
the moving experience.  Buyers planning changes 
to wall colour, fl ooring and beyond fi nd it easier 
to fi nish these home improvements prior to moving 
in offi  cially.

If the weather is warmer, plan to enjoy the yard 
and assess if decks and fences will need refi nishing 
or repair for the safety of those living in the home. 
Check if the gutters require cleaning and if extenders 
will be needed to divert precipitation collection 
away from the home.   

Closing day is a perfect day to change batteries 
in smoke detectors, and each fl oor should have a 
working unit that has not expired. Th e laundry area 

gets so much use, and initially, if there is an existing 
dryer, pull the unit away and thoroughly clean the 
dryer vent duct area from the machine to the home 
exterior. Lint collects in these vents and is highly 
fl ammable. Th is is oft en the time when buyers may 
opt to additionally have their air ducts cleaned to 
improve the quality of airfl ow in the home.  

Personalizing the house will make it feel like a 
home in no time, and the hard work in moving will 
be well worth the time and organized eff ort.

– Written by Connie Power

Connie Power is Manager,  Real Estate Sales Representative CNE® 
SRS® ABR® SRES® for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd., 

Brokerage serving York region and beyond.  Empowering you in real estate!

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract

Ask A Realtor®

Congratulations on purchasing a home in 
such competitive times. Th e more organized 

Purge unnecessary and unused or forgotten 
items in advance of the move, so there’s less to pack. 

 While the home purchased may be left  tidy and 
in broom swept condition cleaning each room to 

Our offer was accepted, 
and we are anxious to move, 
but we don’t know where to start. 
What do you recommend?

RESALE 
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905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Sales Representative

SUSIE STROM
Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Broker
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Client Care Coordinator
LESLIE JENNINGS

Broker
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
 Contact Us TODAY For Your Free Home Analysis Report!

TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

10 RED OAK DRIVE, RICHMOND HILL 
$1,788,000

79 TREEGROVE CIRCLE, 
AURORA

760 HARRY DOUGLAS STREET, NEWMARKET 
$2,249,000

46 SIMMONS CRESCENT, 
AURORA 

62 HOGAN COURT, KING CITY 
$2,949,000

412 BOTSFORD STREET, NEWMARKET
CALL FOR DETAILS

365 KENNEDY STREET WEST, AURORA 
CALL FOR DETAILS

350 ELYSE COURT, AURORA
CALL FOR DETAILS

634 GAGNON PLACE, 
NEWMARKET

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Must be seen! Quaint Schomberg location,  
Main street Schomberg has so much to offer, 

walk to Coffee shops, Pubs, library etc. 

LISTED
6 Church Street Schomberg

Bond Head,  
Many New homes  

being built all around!  
Retail with 32 Condo 
apartments above.

Call me for Details!

2876 COUNTY ROAD 27
'WALTER GEIKIE HOUSE'

VICTORIAN, C. 1854

4240 COUNTY ROAD 88
'QUAINT HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1865

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

4325 COUNTY ROAD 88
'SIMCOE-WHITESIDE HOTEL'

GEORGIAN, C. 1862

4370 LINE 7
'BRAZEL-CHAMBERS HOUSE'

GEORGIAN, C. 1845

4324 COUNTY ROAD 88
'THE CLARK SISTERS HOUSE'

GOTHIC REVIVAL, C. 1884

CALLING ALL  
BUILDERS / INVESTORS

RIchmond Hill

SOLD
OVER ASKING IN 2 DAYS!

Home organization 
hacks you can 

tackle in 15 minutes
(NC) Home improvement 
projects enhance your living 
spaces, but it can be hard 
to fi nd the motivation to 
tackle bigger ones. As many 
of us have been spending 
more time at home recently, 
here are some ideas for 
smaller tasks you can do 
that have a big impact.
REPURPOSE CARDBOARD We’ve all been 
shopping online more than ever and probably have 
plenty of extra boxes lying around. Upcycle them 
by cutting into strips to serve as drawer divider 
inserts that can organize everything from folded 
clothes to kitchen utensils.

ORGANIZE FACE MASKS We all have reusable 
face masks lying around and keeping them tidy can 
be hard especially if you have a big family. Hanging 
shower curtain hooks on a rod on the wall by your 
entryway or clothes hanger in the front hall closet is a 
great way to store them neatly.

REVIEW YOUR INSURANCE An essential part of 
putting your home in order is making sure you have 
the right insurance coverage to protect your property 
and belongings.

“If you plan to make improvements to your living 
space while working from home, it’s important to 
take the time to review your insurance contract 
with your broker or agent to make sure you have 
the coverage you need,” says Kristen Gill, head of 
personal insurance at Aviva Canada.

“For example, if you plan to renovate your basement, 
consider asking about coverage for basement 
fl ooding and how to reduce water damage risk by 
including a sump pump or backwater valve.”

INSTALL A DESK PEGBOARD  After nearly a year 
of working and learning remotely, most of us have 
created a setup that works. But if you have papers, 
pens and charge cords lying around, a pegboard 
can help you get organized. Paint it in a fun colour 
that matches your décor, and hang rods, hooks and 
planters to sort your trinkets.

www.newscanada.com

(NC) No longer just for utility or 
something to hide behind closed 
doors, the laundry room has 
evolved to become a multifunc-
tional space designed to be both 
beautiful and effi cient. To help 
you refresh yours, Jane Lockhart, 
award-winning designer, shares 
her top design trends:

FUNCTIONALITY FIRST
Before you decide to experiment with colours and 
various textures, you’ll want to think of the main tasks 
you need to complete while in this space. Th e number 
one request designers get asked when upgrading a 
laundry room is counter space. Whether you add a fl at 
surface on top or beside the machines, having a clean, 
large expanse to spread out and fold laundry is a must.

MULTIPURPOSE FIXTURES
Th e laundry room is now used for much more than 
washing and drying clothes, and is becoming the clean-
ing hub for the entire home. We’re seeing larger, raised 
sinks installed with shower fi xtures for dog washing, 
full-sized showers to clean up before entering the rest 
of the house and, of course, storage for the mudroom.

SPACE-SAVING APPLIANCES
Th ere’s an increasing demand to bring full-size capacity 
laundry units to compact spaces, which is exactly what 
the LG WashTower is designed for. Th e sleek single unit 
is shorter than conventional stacked units, allowing it to 
fi t into nearly any laundry space. Unlike conventional 
stacked pairs, the control panel is perfectly positioned 
to be easy to reach, with both washer and dryer controls 
in the middle of the set.

HAVE FUN AND PERSONALIZE
Treat your laundry room like any other room in your 
home. Update fl oors with attractive luxury vinyl, then 
decorate with a colourful rug, hardy plants and cheerful 
art. To brighten up the space, move your laundry 
room to a sunny area in the house for natural lighting. 

If that’s not an option, recessed lights on dimmers are 
a great solution that let you set the ambience.

ADD ENTERTAINMENT
Th e laundry room can even appeal to your sense of 
sound. Wireless audio speakers fi t into the palm of 
your hand, taking no space at all. So, bring music or 
audio books with you while folding the laundry or 
waiting for the spin cycle to fi nish.

Find more information at lg.ca.
www.newscanada.com

Designer tips for your laundry room
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Dianne King  
SRS, SRES, RENE, ABR, SALES REPRESENTATIVE

DIRECT: 905-751-9332
dianne.king@darylking.com

www.diannekingrealtor.comwww.diannekingrealtor.com

#1 TEAM IN YORK REGION*** | TOP 10 TEAM IN CANADA****

FOR SALEFOR SALE

365 BENNET DR., KING CITY365 BENNET DR., KING CITY
King City ranch style bungalow on ½ acre lot in Springhill Gardens, 3 + 1 bedrooms, 
oversize living room, private dining room, bright family room, custom hardwood fl oors, 
fi nished basement with large offi ce, salt water pool surrounded by mature trees, perfect 
for entertaining. Fabulous location close to parks, walking trails, GO station, schools, 
community centre, businesses & much more. Endless opportunities!  

Looking to Buy or Sell?Looking to Buy or Sell?    
Call for a COMPLEMENTARYCOMPLEMENTARY Evaluation

*The Daryl King Team consists of 43 registered Sales Representatives. **Based on closed and pending transactions from Jan 1 to Mar 31, 2021. 
***All data compiled by RE Stats Inc. from TREB for closed transactions +/-2.5% on volume basis in 2017. ****Based on data collected 

within ReMax network in Canada in 2020. Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another Brokerage.

JUDY KENDALL 
Sales Representative

HERITAGE GROUP LTD.
Brokerage*

416-258-9579
century21.ca/judykendall

11160 Yonge St, Richmond Hill, ON L4S5H1

Prestigious Windermere Estates, 3300 sq ft, 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 2 bedroom 
newly built, fully fi nished basement apartment wth walk-up and private patio. 
Fantastic area close to the hospitals and universities. Well kept grounds, underground 
sprinkler system, hot tub and much more. This home will not last long. 

Co-Listed with Kyla Cook, C21 First Canadian Corp., cell 519-520-9557 
Judy Kendall, C21 Heritage Group Ltd.,  416-258-9579

ARE YOU THINKING OF A MOVE TO NORTH-END LONDON?

      3 TIPS FOR Abetter yard

Using a network of troughs and downspouts, deck 
drainage systems divert water away from a deck, 
protecting the area underneath and allowing it to be 
outfitted with everything from furnishings to ceiling 
fans, lighting and entertainment components.

Here are four ways to embrace the space beneath a deck.

1  Dine al fresco. An open-air dining area takes  
any meal from ordinary to extraordinary. Think  
beyond the traditional grill and patio furnishings  
to create an elegant gathering spot below the deck 
complete with a large dining table and cozy area  
for post-meal stargazing. Incorporate soffit lights 
into the ceiling to enhance ambiance and extend  
the usability of the space.

2  Grill in the great outdoors. From birthday parties to 
barbecues, there’s no need to miss a moment of fun with 
a fully equipped outdoor kitchen. With the Trex Rain 
Escape system, which installs above the joists of the deck,  
gas lines and electrical wiring can be run safely and  
discreetly between the deck surface and a soffit ceiling 
to accommodate whatever may be on the menu.

3  Watch TV whatever the weather. Outdoor fun 
is no longer at the mercy of the weather. Whether 
you’re looking to catch a big game or indulge in the 
latest must-watch binge, nothing beats an open-air 
entertainment area outfitted with all the comforts of 
home and situated just steps away from refreshment 
refills and a restroom.

4  Store with style. When properly shielded  
from the elements, the space beneath a deck is ideal 
for storage. Seasonal items such as pool equipment, 
patio furniture and yard games can be safely tucked 
away — impervious to animals, insects and moisture.
Depending on size, this space can even be used to 
house lawnmowers, bicycles and recreational vehicles.

Find more ideas and inspiration at trexrainescape.com.

www.newscanada.com

space beneath your deck
4 ways to embrace the

(NC) Many of us don’t realize that the space below a deck can offer  
tremendous potential. With a little creativity and the simple addition  
of an under-deck drainage system, the area can be used for any  
number of purposes, from storage to additional living space.

Barristers & Solicitors
Margaret Black    Professional Corporation

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

Tel: 905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate ❖ Wills ❖ Estates

Probate ❖ Family ❖ Immigration

www.blacklawoffi ce.ca
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(NC) A healthy yard is a beautiful way 
to add value to your property. It also 
enhances the environment by filtering 
rainwater, attracting birds and good 
insects, and absorbing pollution.
Regular maintenance and a watchful eye for potential 
problems are ways to make the most of your personal  
oasis while contributing to a beautiful, vibrant urban  
environment. Here are some tips to help make your  
outdoor space one of the best on the block:

MOW HIGH. Keeping the blade of the lawnmower raised 
for a 2.5 to 3-inch cut is best because it helps a strong root 
system develop in the lawn and discourages weed growth.
DON’T WATER TOO OFTEN. By watering deeply and  
infrequently you can encourage deep root growth. Water in 
the morning and you’ll lose less moisture to evaporation.

KEEP AN EYE OPEN FOR PESTS. A small number of  
weeds or bugs is nothing to worry about, and if you catch  
a problem before it gets out of hand you will have an  
easier time dealing with it.

If your problem reaches a point where you need to use a 
pesticide, just follow the label. Products on store shelves 
are approved by Health Canada before they are made 
available to consumers to ensure they’re safe for people, 
pets and the environment. Be sure to avoid creating or 
using homebrews that have not been evaluated for safety.

www.newscanada.com
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CURBSIDE SAMPLE PICK-UP AVAILABLE
VIRTUAL VIEWING OF SAMPLES AVAILABLE  

Email: showroom@DPScountertops.comEmail: showroom@DPScountertops.com
905-503-2222 

16650 Jane Street, King  
G R A N I T E  .  Q U A R T Z  .  P O R C E L A I N

DPScountertops.com

BY APPOINTMENT ONLYBY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Welcome to 3855 2nd Line, Cookstown! A Beautiful Custom Built 
Timber Frame Home With Impeccable Design & Quality Finishes Is A Must See! Gourmet Kitchen/Great Room With 16’ Cathedral 
Ceiling, Porcelain Stone Flooring & Hand Scraped Hardwood Throughout! Finished Lower Level For Home Office, In-Law Or Nanny 
Suite, Exercise Room, Games Room or Fourth Bedroom, Two Geothermal Heat/AC Systems, An Oversized 2 Car Attached Garage PLUS 
a 40X45’ 3 Car Detached Garage/Workshop W/Oversized Doors and Large Paved Driveway! Minutes to Hwy 400/27 & Hwy 89, Less 
than an hour to Pearson Airport & Toronto & GTA Make This the Ideal “Work From Home” Country Retreat!  View The Virtual Walk 
Through & 3D Tour at annehillliard.ca, Call Today to Request A Private Viewing!

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

annehilliard.ca
anneh@ronanrealty.com

c: 416.795.4920

5870 KING ROAD
NOBLETON, ONt: 905.859.4477  |  f: 905.895.4478

ANNE HILLIARD
B R O K E R

Opening Doors for You
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

annehilliard.ca
anneh@ronanrealty.com

c: 416.795.4920

5870 KING ROAD
NOBLETON, ONt: 905.859.4477  |  f: 905.895.4478

ANNE HILLIARD
B R O K E R

Opening Doors for You

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

annehilliard.ca
anneh@ronanrealty.com

c: 416.795.4920

5870 KING ROAD
NOBLETON, ONt: 905.859.4477  |  f: 905.895.4478

ANNE HILLIARD
B R O K E R

Opening Doors for You

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

annehilliard.ca
anneh@ronanrealty.com
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ANNE HILLIARD
B R O K E R

Opening Doors for You

Real Estate Market Update – Aurora

Vigorous Home sales continued in April, ending the 
month with 190 homes sold fi rm in Aurora, 3 more 
than last month and a whopping 375% increase in 

purchases over last year when many froze from taking 
action in the real estate market to purchase in wake of 
COVID-19 concerns.  

The median price for all home types in Aurora was 
$1,200,000, marginally up from March.  At the end of the 
month, there were 152 homes available to purchase, with 
268 homes placed on the market in total.  Approximately 
15 percent fewer homes were placed for sale in April com-
pared to March. This, in part, maybe due to the COVID-19 
stay-at-home order across the province of Ontario. What 
we can see is Buyers are still taking action, and Sellers in 
April typically received 105 percent of their asking price 
with homes selling on average within 10 days. What were 
the average prices for detached homes in Aurora? There 
were 125 detached homes purchased, and 95 of them 
were two storeys at a median price of $1,350,000.  

Year-to-date sales numbers are up by 110 percent 
over 2020. There have been 575 sales in Aurora at a 

median price of $1,165,000 for all home types compared 
to $889,000 at the end of April 2020, and homes are 
on average selling ten days sooner at 13 days on the 
market. There have been 71 percent more homes 
available to choose from for sale in 2021 as well, so 
with safety top of mind in these COVID-19 challenging 
times and vaccination roll-outs steadily improving more 
homes may be placed for sale in the coming months.

– Written by Connie Power 

Connie Power is the Manager, Real Estate Sales Representative 
CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES®,  for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd.,  

Brokerage serving York region and beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 
Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an 

appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto Regional Real 
Estate Board;  Regional Housing Market Tables for York region, Aurora for 
March 2021, April 2020, 2021 as well as from the Statistics and Counts for 

Aurora for April 2021 for Freehold detached, two-storey homes sold. 

***Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Steady Push For Home Sweet Home

(NC) Spring is a time for refreshing and 
renewing, and that includes the spac-
es in your home. As you declutter and 
reorganize, here are some essentials 
every home needs this season: 
FRESH PAINT COLOURS 
A quick fi x to instantly revitalize any room is a new coat of 
paint, so be sure to have some on hand. A small can for 
touch-ups is great to have on standby, as well as some 
bold or pastel colours to upcycle an old dresser or fl ower-
pots for an easy way to achieve a new look. 

BASKETS OF ALL SIZES 
Most of us are doing some tidying now, and that means 
you’ll need to sort the items you end up keeping so they’re 
easy to fi nd and don’t look messy. Baskets of all shapes, 
sizes and materials are great organization tools that work 
in the bedroom, living room, bathroom and kids’ play area. 
Keeping extras at home so you don’t have to go to the 
store each time you need one is also a timesaver.     

COVID CARE ITEMS  
Our must-haves have expanded recently to include sanitizer, 
wipes and masks, so make sure you have plenty of these at 
home so you’re not scrambling when you run out. With all of 
us washing our hands more frequently, a good moisturizer 
is also indispensable. Made from a deeply hydrating natural 
substance found in sheep’s wool, Medela’s Purelan lano-
lin cream is a great option for protecting your skin’s outer 
layer while rebalancing natural moisture levels from within. 

Find more information at medela.ca.
www.newscanada.com

Top outdoorliving trends

(NC) With more time being spent at 
home, people are reimagining how 
to maximize the comfort and function 
of their exterior spaces. In fact, 
outdoor living design has never been 
more inventive. Here are the top 
trends expected to shape backyards 
across the country this summer:

OUTDOOR OFFICES As working and learning from 
home continue, contractors report increased interest 
in outdoor spaces that can accommodate professionals 
and students. Requests for stylish sheds, cottages and 
pergolas are on the rise.

A relatively easy addition, a pergola creates the look 
and feel of an outdoor room while adding a distinct 
architectural element. Of course, its main purpose 
is providing shade — essential for enhancing 
visibility of laptops and devices, as well as off ering 
relief on hot days.

TAKE THE PLUNGE Between travel restrictions and 
closings of community pools, homeowners are taking 
the plunge and installing swimming pools, hot tubs 
and ponds in their own backyards. To give these 
additions a fi nished look, surround them with 
high-performance composite decking such as Trex. 
Unlike wood, this low-maintenance alternative won’t 
rot, warp, stain or fade and never needs sanding, 
staining or sealing.

LUXURY STAYCATION Fueled by the drastic decline 
in travel, interest in replicating the sophisticated style 
and comforts of luxury hotels and resorts has grown. 
From plush towels and plumped pillows to outdoor 

accents like fi re tables, water features and industrial-
style railing, commercially inspired designs can give any 
outdoor space the essence of an extravagant staycation.

GIVE IT A TRY WITH DIY Th e DIY category has 
exploded, with more people rolling up their sleeves 
and tackling even the most challenging home 
improvements. Ambitious DIYers are turning to 
YouTube and sites like decks.com for inspiration, 
motivation and how-to tips, saving time and money in 
the process and earning some serious bragging rights.

One popular and doable DIY project is building or 
resurfacing a deck with hassle-free composite mate-
rial. In most cases, it can be completed over the course 
of a weekend with just a little know-how and the help 
of some friends.

Find more outdoor living inspiration at trex.com.
www.newscanada.com
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...outdoor living design has 
never been more inventive...

Household 
must-haves 
for spring
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*Team Jordan is the #1 Keller Williams Group in Canada based on GCI in 2020.
Not intended to solicit those already under contract.
Lorraine Jordan is a Sales Representative with Keller Williams Experience Realty

FIND OUT
WHY WE’RE
THE #1 TEAM
IN CANADA*

info@teamjordan.ca
call: 705.526.9770
text: 705.527.2007

teamjordan.ca

Since 2007, Lorraine Jordan 
along with her team of real estate 
experts has helped over 9,000 
clients realize their dreams and 
escape to the good life.

Sure, many real estate companies 
can say the same thing, but we are 
a different type of real estate team. 
In an industry that sometimes 
gets a bad reputation, Team 
Jordan is working to change the 
way people think about real 
estate and real estate agents.

We are focused on building 
long-lasting relationships, 
fi nding solutions and sharing 
knowledge – whether it leads to a 
transaction or not.

We are committed to contributing 
to our communities where we live 
and work whether it is through our 
work, volunteering or simply being 
a great neighbour.

It’s the simple things 
that make us #1.

Are you ready to escape to the good life?
Want to realize your dreams and escape to the good life?
Give us a call and talk to us today.
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 Are you ready to List?
Give me a call. Dir. 416-990-0832

441 Clinton St, Toronto
Wonderful Opportunity To Renovate.

 Large 2 1/2 Storey Home In Seaton Village. 
Steps To Bloor St. Restaurants, Pubs, 

Christie Park, Wonderful Neighbourhood 
That You Can Walk Or Bike To All Amenities. 

Basement Has Second Kitchen And Third Floor 
Has Plumbing For Small Kitchenette.

Sold for 1,685,000

28 Chaiwood Crt, Vaughan
Welcome To 28 Chaiwood Crt. This Rarely 

Offered Executive Customized, 3 Story, 
4+1 Br Home Is A Defi nitely Must See. Large 
Principal Rooms Thru/Out, Large Gourmet 
Kitchen O/L Family Rm W/Garden Door To 

Large Rear Deck, Over 3700 Sqft Of Luxury Living. 
Located In Highly Coveted Area Of Rutherford Rd 

& Bathurst. Excellent Opportunity To Move 
In A Highly Desirable Area. 

LEASED

*base on GCI for Royal Lepage YCR 2018 GCI   **based on GCI for Royal LePage Canada 2018

Monica Stohr

Fabulous 2700 square foot 5 Bedroom Home 
On A Premium 162’ Private Lot Nestled At The 
End Of A Court Overlooking Treed Conservation!  
This Beautiful Home Boasts Spacious Open 
Concept Design W/9’ Ceilings On Main &  
Separate Entry To Finished Bsmnt W/In-Law 
Suite incl rec room, huge 6th bedroom, 4 pc bath  
& kitchen. Newer 8’ Executive Door Entry 
& Windows, Hrdwd Flrs, Quartz Counters In  
Kitchen & Baths, Huge Master Suite, Prof. 
Painted W/Fresh Designer Palette. Plenty 
of room for the entire family & extra home  
workspace. Enjoy Nature in style on your large 
deck with hot tub! $1,488,000

14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

2017, 2018, 2019

*As per gross closed commissions 2018 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

32 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
Top 1% in Canada*

So happy for my additional Buyers who I helped navigate  
successful purchases in this competitive market.

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

SOLD

68 MAPLE WAY, SHARON

SOLD

27 DUNCAN WOOD, AURORA

SOLD

147 CHELSEA CRES., BRADFORD

SOLD

179 DEERGLEN TERRACE, AURORA

SOLD

75 HOLLIDGE BLVD, AURORA

SOLD

6 BRIDGEFORD STREET, RICHMOND HILL

SOLD

91 CASHEL COURT, AURORA

SOLD

32 MILLCLIFF CIRCLE, AURORA

SOLD

197 ROMANELLI CRES, BRADFORD

162’ CUL DE SAC LOT

MARCH-APRIL LISTINGS SOLD

(NC) With regional travel on 
the rise, the cottage has become 
the ultimate destination for 
staycations or working remotely. 
If you’ve just purchased a 
cottage or are looking for land 
so you can start from scratch, 
here are some tips to help 
make your dream a reality. 
If you’re starting from scratch: 

MAP OUT YOUR VISION.  
Before building, map out a plan and consider  the 
location. Are you looking for a waterfront retreat or the 
perfect south-facing sunny spot? Also,  consider how 
close you want your neighbours to be.  

FIND THE RIGHT LOCAL PARTNER.  
Taking your dream cottage from blueprint to full 
build is a big job.  Th at’s why it’s so important to 
fi nd a building partner who not only has all the 
materials you need to customize your vacation home 
but is also close to the jobsite and understands the 
terrain and local challenges.  

To get the right support, consider a full service 
like Home Hardware’s Beaver Homes & amp; 
Cottages program. Available across Canada, a local 
dealer can help you choose from 119 pre-designed 
models or create a fully customized plan from scratch.

To enhance your current cottage:  

CREATE A FOUR-SEASONS RETREAT. 
Maximize time at the cottage with all-season winter-
proofi ng. Th ink long  term  to transform your once
“summer  hotspot”  into  a  warm and comfortable 
year-round  retreat. Consider all-season insulation, 

upgrading windows and doors and wildlife proofi ng
by fi lling in holes in walls and cupboards. Purchase
the right storage solutions for garbage and gardening 
products, and don’t forget to protect seasonal fi xtures 
and toys with the  appropriate  coverings for the 
cold winter months.

CONSIDER SIMPLE UPGRADES. 
Small, budget-friendly upgrades can go a long way 
towards enhancing your cottage. Refresh tired walls 
with a new coat of paint or update door handles and 
dresser knobs to renew old furniture. Improve the 
ambiance by incorporating decorative pillows, throw 
blankets and accent lighting. Bunkie or shed kits 
are both turnkey ways to expand your space while 
updating your property. 

www.newscanada.com
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(NC) With regional travel on 
the rise, the cottage has become 
the ultimate destination for 

MAP OUT YOUR VISION.  
Before building, map out a plan and consider  the 
location. Are you looking for a waterfront retreat or the 
perfect south-facing sunny spot? Also,  consider how 
close you want your neighbours to be.  

upgrading windows and doors and wildlife proofi ng
by fi lling in holes in walls and cupboards. Purchase
the right storage solutions for garbage and gardening 
products, and don’t forget to protect seasonal fi xtures 
and toys with the  appropriate  coverings for the 

      CREATE YOURdream cottage retreat
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440 William Graham Dr.

Downtown

Aurora

William Graham Dr.

440 Wil l iam Graham Drive at Lesl ie Street,  Aurora
905 503 5560  • sales@tmoa.ca  • themeadowsofaurora.com

MORE THAN A HOME. A COMMUNITY.

Woodland ToWers
•  A m a z i n g  A m e n i t i e s  •

A Christian Seniors 
Lifestyle Community

aurora’s neWesT reTiremenT residence for independenT living

HOME
SUITE

HOME

BOOK YOUR 
PERSONALIZED
TOUR TODAY!
905 503 5560

There’s no other way to say it—especially now.
If you’re close to considering “condo-style” living for your retirement years, consider the 

Meadows of Aurora—right now. We have a few remaining, fully-completed suites in Woodland Towers 
that are available for occupancy within a month. That’s right …within a month!

  We’re also offering, at pre-construction pricing, Park Tower which features 125 superbly designed 
residences in a wide and stunning range of design and suite options. The 7-storey building will be 

located immediately adjacent and linked to Woodland Towers and is beautifully sited to 
take full advantage of our amazing park-like setting and complement our green environment. 

MID

$600’s
FROM THE
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Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

LUXURIOUS 20 ACRE TREED ESTATE $12,950,000
Approx. 20 acres on a magnifi cent private tree estate with 4-acre pond. 
Two homes both with private pools. Bungaloft is approx. 11,000 sq. ft 

with large terrace overlooking pond. Second home is approx. 1,900 sq. ft bungalow. 
Property secured with gated entrance!

BACKING ONTO CONSERVATION! $1,668,000
: Backing onto Conservation/Ravine Approx. 10-Year-Old open concept home. 

Approx. 3000 Sq Ft with 9Ft ceilings on main fl oor. Open concept kitchen/family room 
with granite counters in kitchen. Most of main fl oor has hardwood, 

2 Full Ensuites on 2nd fl oor and Oak Staircase!

878 NORSAN COURT SOLD FOR $1,860,000
Sold over asking! 

Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

CUSTOM BUNGALOW WITH 
AMAZING BACKYARD OASIS! $3,800,000

Approx. 10-year-old gorgeous custom bungalow. Just under 4,000 sq ft 
situated on quiet court with 2.2-acre lot with amazing backyard oasis!

OPEN CONCEPT HOME IN PRESTIGIOUS STONEHAVEN! $1,588,000
Approx. 13-Year-old open concept home in prestigious Stonehaven with 

9 ft ceilings on main fl oor. Recent renovations, new garage doors, new hardwood, 
crown mouldings, kitchen w/island & granite tops, marble backsplash, 
stone accent wall around fi replace, oak staircase, wrought iron pickets!

829 LOCKWOOD CIRCLE SOLD FOR $1,718,000
Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

DEMAND LOCATION IN AURORA! $3,380,000
Stunning 1 year old approx. 5,600 sq ft open concept 2 storey home with 

fabulous views of the 4th hole at Magna Golf Course. Custom fi nishing’s throughout 
including “Bloomsbury Kitchen”, 10 ft smooth ceilings on main fl oor. 

9 ft ceilings on 2nd and bsmnt. 4Bdrm + loft area, 4 full Ensuites!

PRIVATE BACKYARD OASIS! $1,538,000
Renovated 2 storey home with private premium pie shape lot with fi nished walkout 

basement. Newly renovated kitchen. Private backyard oasis with inground pool!

445 MCCAFFREY ROAD SOLD FOR $1,710,000
Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

BUNGALOFT SITUATED IN THE HEART OF OAK RIDGES! $1,880,000
Quality built bungaloft on quiet court backing onto a ravine lot situated in the heart of Oak 
Ridge’s marine. Approx. 2,700 sq ft plus unfi nished walkout basement 9 ft ceilings on main 
with open concept kitchen/ 2 storey family room. 3 full Ensuites w/large walk-in closets. 

Hardwood fl oors throughout. Close to Wilcox Lake, parks and hiking trails and all amenities!

RENOVATED LUXURIOUS HOME! $1,428,000
Approx. 4,500 sq ft of luxurious living space with recent renovations. Private backyard. 

Minutes Upper Canada Mall and the Newmarket Go Station. Close highway 400!

33 MONKMAN COURT SOLD FOR $1,631,000!
Sold over asking! Call Rocco today for a FREE Market Evaluation!

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

(NC) Most of us are putting off 
vacations for another year, which 
means our homes have to work 
double duty to provide that sense of 
escape and fulfi ll our wanderlust. 
Create a space that inspires your 
imagination by following these tips:
UPDATE YOUR DÉCOR Adding some new decorative ele-
ments is a fun, budget-friendly way to completely change the 
look of your home and evoke a dream destination. Wishing 
you could visit Paris? Hang some black and white photos of 
iconic scenes from beloved French fi lms in your living room. 
Fantasizing about a Caribbean beach trip? Crisp white 
linens, some teal throw pillows and colourful artwork in 
your bedroom can quickly transport you far away.

CREATE AN AMBIANCE Music has a way of completely 
transforming your surroundings and taking you somewhere 
else, so play it often when you need a moment of escapism. 
Enjoy commercial-free music and artist-dedicated channels 
from Tom Petty, U2, Diplo, Willie Nelson and more on 
the SiriusXM app. Or, if you feel like turning your living 
room into a comedy club, you’ll also fi nd the best of talk, 
entertainment and comedy programming.

EMBRACE YOUR OUTDOORS Finding new uses for 
outside areas can help you maximize your living space 
and create a mini getaway on your property. Add a wicker 
chair and bold outdoor area rug to your porch to make 
it a cozy place to read a good book. Set out a bistro 
table on your patio or balcony to enjoy breakfast al fresco 
before logging into work. Or convert your shed into a 
hobby room where you can paint or practice yoga.

Learn more about music, podcasts and entertainment 
programming at siriusxm.ca.

www.newscanada.com

Easy DIYs that instantly 
transform any space: 
3 projects you can do in a weekend
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(NC) The return of warmer weather 
doesn’t just mean the start of summer, 
it’s also the kickoff to home improve-
ment season. Every home deserves a 
light, airy refresh to embrace a brighter 
season ahead.Fortunately, transforming 
your  space doesn’t mean you need 
a big budget or a lot of time.

Elevate your home in just one weekend with these 
easy DIY projects inspired by Sharon Grech, Benjamin 
Moore colour and design expert.

GO FOR FAUX WALLPAPER From painting one wall 
a bold colour or adding interest with a stylish painted 
arch, there are endless options for creating a focal point 
in your space with colour. Th is season, accent walls are 
going graphic and taking inspiration from wallpaper — 
with a lot less fuss.

“Whether you choose polka dots, thin lines or an 
intricate pattern, this transformation is an easy way to 
give any space personality,” shares Grech. “Th is project 
is perfect for those looking to get creative — use a 
stencil for fl awless results in no time.”

MAKE A STATEMENT WITH YOUR STAIRCASE It can 
feel daunting to paint an entire room, especially if you 
want to do it yourself. Instead, look for small projects 
that make a signifi cant impact, such as painting your 
stair risers. Whether you want to add an unexpected 

pop of colour or take a tonal approach by alternating 
between shades of grey like Feather Gray 2127-60 and 
Pike’s Peak Gray 2127-50, Advance interior paint deliv-
ers a durable, furniture-like fi nish on wood surfaces so 
that you can achieve professional results in a weekend.

WELCOME WITH VIBRANT DOORS Painting your front 
door is an easy way to boost your home’s curb appeal, 
but who says you can’t make an immediate impact by 
painting your interior doors?

“If you lean towards a neutral palette, painting a door 
in an energizing hue like Marblehead Gold HC-11 can 
help you incorporate a splash of colour into your home 
without committing to an entire wall,” explains Grech. 
If you’re hesitant to introduce a vibrant colour, she 
suggests Palladian Blue HC-144 for a subtle facelift .

www.newscanada.com

Easy ways to 
transform your space 
for summer at home
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