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KEY TO 
THE TOWN 
Newly-minted Stanley Cup 

champion, and Aurora native, 

Barclay Goodrow of the Tampa 

Bay Lightning received the Key 

to the Town last week from 

Mayor Tom Mrakas at Town 

Hall. For more on the athlete’s 

homecoming, see Page 12. 
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We’re “staring down the barrel” of 
another lockdown: Premier
New restrictions 
now in effect

Ontario is “staring down the barrel” 
of  another lockdown and further 
restrictions to battle this second wave of  
COVID-19 could be coming in order to 
fatten the curve, according to Premier 
Doug Ford.

These were the words delivered to 
Ontarians on Friday afternoon as the 
Government announced York Region 
would join other jurisdictions into the 
Red (Control) Zone in response to rising 
cases of  the virus.

York Region entered the Red (Control) 
zone of  the Province’s new COVID-19 
framework at 12.01 a.m. on Monday 
morning. As such, individuals living in 
these areas are encouraged to work from 
home, avoid visiting other households 
and limit trips outside the home wherever 

possible.
These “essential” trips include getting 

to work and school, getting groceries, 
keeping medical appointments, and 
exercising.

Additionally, under the Red (Control) 
measures, gatherings for all organized 
social and organized public events are 
now limited to 10 people indoors and 
25 people outdoors; face coverings are 
required in all indoor public spaces and 
workspaces with few exceptions; and 

Vaccine 
announcement 
factors into 2021 
Budget outlook

Aurora’s financial outlook could 
return to a further degree of  normalcy 
near the end of  2021, should a 
COVID-19 vaccine be rolled out in the 
New Year.

Council began its deliberations over 
the Town’s 2021 Operating Budget last 
Monday, November 9, just hours after 
Pfizer announced promising results for 

Continued on page 3

905-751-0533|14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S.

www.barronshome.net

Barrons
Candlelit Nights
Candles both Real & LED

Great Price & Selection
 Thursday Nov 19-26  5-8pm

aurora’s 
top sales 
producer*

lenard@lindrealty.ca
905-841-0000

lenard lind, broker of record

15105 Yonge Street, suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3
(2 Blocks south of Wellington  on the East Side)

www.lindrealty.ca

*Based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices

ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

    

$2,999,888

3374 SF magnificent custom-built stone & brick 
bungalow on picturesque, prof. landscaped lot 
with total privacy on quiet child-safe exclusive 
court amongst multi-million dollar homes in 
exclusive executive enclave!  Soaring 10 ft. 
ceilings!  Open concept plan!  Gourmet centre 
island kitchen!  Inviting master With enticing 
ensuite!  Prof. finished open concept lower level!  
Enchanting backyard oasis!

 KING CITY 1/2 ACRE MAGNIFICENT 
BUNGALOW & POOL

$2,598,888

  

$4,280,000

SIMPLY SPECTACULAR 
5500 SF MANSION!

North Richmond Hill masterpiece construction 
with pool-sized lot!  Shows to perfection!  
Soaring 10 ft. ceilings!  Open concept floor plan!  
Extensive trim work & accents!  Gourmet centre 
island kitchen!  Entertaining-sized principal rms!  
Inviting ensuites to all bdrms!  Prof. landscaping 
including loggia w/fireplace!  Upgrades galore!  
It’s a beauty!  

AURORA SHOWSTOPPER!  5000 SF, 
POOL & FINISHED BSMT!

50 ft. x 200 ft. lot total privacy!  Curb appeal & much 
more!  Masterfully constructed with expert trim 
work!  Soaring 9 ft. ceilings!  Open concept plan!  
Gourmet centre island kitchen w/custom extended 
cabinetry, granite cntrs & quality SS appli open to 
spacious family rm w/custom B-I fpl surround!  
Nanny quarters/studio!  Master with w/o to balcony 
o/l oasis backyard w/loggia!  Prof. fin open concept 
lower level w/theatre & wet bar!  
A beauty!  

specializing inYork Foot Orthotics & Bracing

• Custom Orthotics 
• Custom Knee Braces
• Ankle Braces

We continue to provide  
a clean and safe  

environment  
during COVID-19.   
Flexible hours, 

call me to book your 
appointment.

FOOT PAIN/KNEE PAIN

FAST 
TURNAROUND 

in 3 days if needed. 
York Foot Orthotics and Bracing

14 Wellington Street East, Suite 4, Aurora  905-841-3838   
deanmwoodcock@gmail.com

905.900.0094 
info@auroramusicacademy.ca  

Ask about our complimentary
GROUP LESSONS

MUSIC 
LESSONS
in person and online!

for a pint! 

Classic 
British  Dishes

Join us

 Wood 
  Oven 
PIZZA!

• • •

15420 Bayview Ave, Aurora  
905 503 6700 (Canadian Tire Plaza)

    
Monica Stohr

#1 Individual in Aurora* 
#7 Individual in Canada*
Top 1% in Canada*

#1 Individual in Aurora* 
#7 Individual in Canada*
Top 1% in Canada*

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

31 Award Winning Years 
National Chairman’s Club

2017-2019

*As per gross closed commissions 2018 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

Sales Representative

14799 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 1N1

www.DougandAngela.ca

2019
DOUG SABISTON 
Sales Representative 
416.899.1083
doug@sabiston.ca

ANGELA JONES
Sales Representative 
905.717.6027
avkjones@gmail.com

doug@sabiston.ca

Wondering how to take advantage of this Fall Market? Ask Doug and Angela
Complimentary... Staging  •  Photography  •  Evaluations  •  Consultations

Learn more:
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Secure your future
Apply now 

for September 2021

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract. 

117 Wellington St East, Aurora L4G 1M9
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean 
Herbinson 
Broker

WE WILL  
REMEMBER THEM 
Naval veteran Cliff Davies, 93, leads 
his fellow veterans to their places of 
honour last Wednesday afternoon as 
the Royal Canadian Legion hosted a 
social-distanced Remembrance Day 
ceremony at the Aurora Cenotaph. For 
more on the service, which was scaled 
down due to the global pandemic, see 
Pages 14 and 15. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger



THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 19, 2020Page  2



THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 19,  2020           Page 3

From page 1

PARK 
TOWER  

RETIREMENT RESIDENCES

AT THE MEADOWS

NOW SELLING

400 Wil l iam Graham Drive at Lesl ie Street,  Aurora

905 503 5560 • sales@tmoa.ca 

themeadowsofaurora.com

MORE THAN A HOME. A COMMUNITY.

By appointment only. Please call 905 503 5560
Monday to Friday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Saturday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

AurOrA’S NEWEST rETIrEmENT rESIdENcE 
fOr INdEpENdENT LIvING

 

Consider our “Continuum of Living” approach to  
retirement living, the full range of amenities available, along 

with our caring Christian community and our park-like setting.
 

Sales are happening now and feature both  
pre-construction pricing and a 3%  

“Early purchaser’s discount” that could translate  
up to $32,900 in savings for you.

their COVID-19 vaccine.
Should this or any other vaccine 

reach wide circulation next year, more 
“normal” operations could resume 
from a municipal perspective by the 
last quarter.

As The Auroran reported last week, 
Aurora residents can expect to see the 
municipal portion of  their tax bill 
increase by 2.9 per cent as the Town 
looks at ways to mitigate the ongoing 
impacts of  COVID-19.

This tax increase, which is lower 
than the 3.4 per cent hike tentatively 
approved last year as part of  the 
Town’s new multi-year budget 
program, will translate to an increase 
of  $70.13 for the average property 
assessed at $800,000, and a further 
$72.16 in 2022. The average water 
bill of  54 cubic metres per quarter, 
will see an increase of  $21.39 for 2021 
and $8.07 in 2022.

That is, if  the new figures presented 
to Council last week are ultimately 
approved as-is by lawmakers.

Council took its first formal sweep 
of  the 2021 Operating Budget, the 
portion of  the budget that has the 
most immediate impact on the tax 
bill, last week.

The projected figures represent 
realities stemming from the global 
pandemic and makes some key 
assumptions on where the global 
pandemic will stand at this point next 
year.

“The COVID-related pressures 
are offset by a one-time savings 
and also from the funding that we 
received from the Provincial and 
Federal Government,” said Rachel 
Wainwright-van Kessel, Treasurer 
and Director of  Finance for the 
Town. “Some of  the bigger items 
that contributed to this [savings] 
were compensation adjustments, 

which also include adjustments from 
benefit savings and the full rollout 
of  any changes to compensation, 
plus also some changes to gapping 
assumptions.”

Additional services that contribute 
to this reduction from 3.4 to 2.9 per 
cent include deferred costs for a new 
firehall, which is now forecasted for 
2023.

Given the news of  the day, the 
search for a vaccine factored into a 
look-ahead as to what the revised 
budget means for community services.

“Our team had to look ahead 
through 2021 and make some basic 
assumptions based on where we are 
[today] and what we anticipate,” said 
Robin McDougall, Aurora’s Director 
of  Community Services. “In speaking 
with other Regional directors, getting 
a sense of  what other municipalities 
may be doing, it gives us a sense of  
some ballparks.

“We are all hoping and assuming 
that sometime in 2021 a vaccine 
will be coming forward. Therefore, 
we…work backwards with the hopes 
that by Q4 we will see hopefully a 
vaccine and ultimately our operations 
returning to more of  a normal way. 
Therefore, the first three quarters of  
the year, our team [is] working up 
towards Fall 2021 being more ‘usual’ 
for typical years.”

Over the course of  2020, facility 
rentals have seen a significant loss 
in revenue. While this trend is set to 
continue for the first two quarters of  
the new year, Ms. McDougall said they 
do anticipate “some improvements to 
that in the spring” but not a full return 
to ice rentals until the summer.

“[We’re] also making some 
assumptions about an increase in 
cleaning protocols that will be moving 
forward on how we operate our 
facilities and ultimately increased 

screening protocols,” said Ms. 
McDougall. “If  you have visited our 
centres, we have customer service 
representatives redeployed to…
the entrance of  the building. We 
anticipate that model going forward 
at least for the first three quarters of  
the year.

“We have made some assumptions 
[for programs] for the first three 
seasons of  the year, anticipate a lower 
registration generally across the board 
for our programs, with each season 
incrementally rising particularly due 
to…some basic parameters. With the 
required physical distancing, with 
capacity limits, based on the space of  
our rooms – and just a general sense 
from public members, even though 
we’re open they’re still cautious 

to return and we have made some 
assumptions on that. 

“Pre-booking registration, for all of  
our drop-in, even public skates, public 
swims, lane swims and at the gym, 
we require everyone to pre-register 
and we have heard feedback from the 
public [that] it is troublesome for them 
and they have ultimately chosen to 
stay away. It is an inconvenience, but 
it is something we have to achieve.”

Budget deliberations were 
expected to continue this week with 
presentations from Central York Fire 
Services, the Aurora Public Library, 
Aurora Historical Society, and Aurora 
Sports Hall of  Fame. 

Talks will continue this Saturday, 
November 21, at 9 a.m. in a virtual 
meeting.

Finance department forecasts operations 
turnaround later in 2021
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Forging ahead with 
Library Square should be 
“considerable concern” 
to taxpayers: reader

Take your dog poop 
home, says resident

Continued on page 14

While the world battles insurmountable 
consequences of  the COVID-19 
pandemic, news from around the globe 
is filled with stories about the urgent and 
critical need for significant cutbacks and 
unnecessary spending by politicians.

But, in the midst of  the most unimaginable 
economic global chaos comes headlines 
from Aurora: “Construction for a $51.6 
million dollar Library Square will soon be 
underway.” If  this spending binge wasn’t 
bad enough, another $7.5 million was 
subsequently announced for the purchase 
of  3 properties to be incorporated with the 
Square.

The Mayor and three of  six 
Councillors, state “this is the time to do 
this”, and their feeble attempt to justify 
this unconscionable expenditure to very 
concerned taxpayers: the money has been 
scrounged from numerous reserves and a 
20-year debenture. 

Without exception, this is the most 
insensitive ostentatious announcement 
to flaunt at a time when the economic 
impact of  the pandemic is causing untold 
destruction to the financial well-being of  
society struggling to survive.

This excessive project includes a 300-
seat theatre, an amphitheater, rooftop 
reading garden, a water feature, skating 
loop and much more. And, it appears costs 
for COVID-19 modifications and future 
coronavirus diseases, to ensure the safety 
of  the public, have not been included.

Warnings from the World Health 
Organization reports “COVID-19 
is the most recently discovered 
coronavirus infectious disease.” The long-
awaited vaccine for COVID-19 does not 
assure coronaviruses will cease to be a threat. 
The history of  human coronaviruses shows 
they were first characterized in the 1960s. 
Since 2003, with the outbreak of  SARS, 
at least five new human coronaviruses have 
been identified and health experts say this 
infectious disease is not going away, “the 
reality is this pathogen is here forever, it 
isn’t going anywhere.”

To the credit of  Councillors, Gallo, 
Gaertner and Gilliland, they presented 
sound reasoning against pushing approval 
of  this project forward at this time of  the 
world’s greatest economic upheaval. One 
could only imagine the public uproar 
if  the City of  Toronto put out such a 
declaration, which undoubtedly would 
draw national and international media 
criticism.

The astounding dogged determination 
shown by the four aforementioned to ignore 
the valid concerns made by Councillors 
Gallo, Gaertner and Gilliland and 
countless highly-educated, knowledgeable 
residents that presented their indisputable 
concerns over several months this year, 
ought to be of  considerable concern to all 
taxpayers.

 J. B. Watson 
Aurora

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

It was almost impossible not to 
practice social distancing.

Standing in a small cemetery in the 
equally small community of  Greenbank, 
just northeast of  Uxbridge, it was just me 
and my mother as we got out of  the car 
and walked a direct line to a pink granite 
marker just 20 or 30 metres away.

Despite having been put in place 
less than 90 years ago – a relative 
newcomer by the standards set by 
markers bookending this tiny landmark 
– it seemed more weathered than the last 
time we had stood in front of  it about 10 
years ago.

The letters once immediately jumped 
out at me when I began climbing the 
more distant branches of  my family 
tree. The names were familiar from my 
research. The birth and death dates 
helped fill in the blanks. The full picture 
helped fit a few missing pieces into the 
jigsaw puzzle of  my own family history.

But, as I have previously written in 
this space, it knocked a few pieces out of  
place as well.

While the first two names on the stone, 
now considerably faded as the black paint 
within the pink grooves has either flaked 
off  or been camouflaged by a coppery 
moss, denoted the final resting place of  
one set of  great-great grandparents, it 
was the final name on the stone which 
captured both my attention and my 
imagination: Allen Lloyd Smith.

His was a name not already known 
to any living member of  my family, so 
the story goes. His name sadly, and 
avoidably, lost to the mists of  time. But, 
why? If  I had known about him earlier, 
I would have shouted his name far and 
wide.

He is not buried beneath the stone 
now bearing his name. Instead, his 
body now lies in an unidentified grave 
somewhere in France, having been killed 
alongside all too many of  his comrades 
in the Battle of  the Somme.

The fact that no one in my immediate 
circle could remember his name ever 
passing the lips of  an ancestor seems 
baffling as further research shone a light 
on what was undoubtedly a long-lasting 
influence.

My great grandmother, a nurse by 
trade, enlisted for The Great War just 
days after her brother signed up to 
pay what was, in the end, the ultimate 
sacrifice for King & Country.

Did this collective sense of  duty from 
brother and sister play any factor in the 
decision my grandfather, his nephew, 
made to follow them into conflict at the 

earliest outset of  the Second World War?
It is impossible to know, but I like to 

think it did.
With many of  our traditional avenues 

of  Remembrance either discouraged or 
cancelled outright this year due to the 
global health crisis, some of  us looked 
for new and creative ways to pay our 
respects to the generations that paid the 
ultimate sacrifice for us.

Although we didn’t start the day 
headed for Greenbank, there was, in 
my opinion, no more fitting place to end 
up than paying tribute to an individual 
member of  the fallen who, until relatively 
recently, had lain forgotten wherever he 
happens to lie.

My day actually started at the 
Aurora Cenotaph to cover this year’s 
Remembrance Day ceremony.

This was set to be an invitation-only 
affair to keep numbers under control 
due to the pandemic, with the rest of  the 
community encouraged to observe the 
ceremonies remotely via live-stream.

Perhaps it is a strange thing to say 
about so solemn an occasion, but 
Remembrance Day is one of  my 
favourite regular events to cover. While 
the pomp and circumstance that comes 
with time-honoured tradition never 
fails to sweep me away, more than that 
I think it is the communal aspect of  
people from all walks of  life coming 
together for a common purpose – to 
make sure we remember our history so it 
is not repeated – is what makes it a truly 
singular occasion.

It’s an observance not driven by faith, 
although elements of  many different 
faiths have, in many cases, become 
inextricably part of  the proceedings. Nor 
is it driven by vague concepts for which 
we find surrogate idols to give it any 
degree of  tangibility. Every single one us 
has been personally impacted by what 
we gather to observe. We all observe for 
own reasons and to remember different 

individuals. Moreover, we do so with 
respect for why the person standing next 
to us is there, even if  we don’t know their 
personal circumstance.

Having conversations with individuals 
with direct connections to our military 
and veterans ahead of  time, I have to 
say I was somewhat skeptical that event 
organizers would achieve their goal of  
having such a limited amount of  people 
at the Peace Park for the eleventh hour 
of  the eleventh day of  the eleventh 
month. Those who have made the 
Aurora Ceremonies a family tradition 
for as long as they have lived in this 
community seemed determined to be on 
site to remember the fallen come hell or 
high water.

What I observed, however, was not 
something I would soon forget.

Standing near the Cenotaph a stone’s 
throw away from where members of  
the local regiment stood vigil at the four 
corners of  the monument, I looked out 
on a sea of  social distance.

Veterans stood or sat in their well-
earned places of  honour while local 
dignitaries from all three levels of  
government stood at their demarcated 
places on the lawn, alongside other 
community leaders who had been 
tapped to lay wreaths in person.

Beyond them, as the sun beat down 
on an unseasonably warm November 
11, the people did indeed come.

Young men and women with friends 
currently serving with the Canadian 
Forces around the world came in a 
show of  solidarity. Mothers and fathers 
brought their children, perhaps for the 
first time, to pay their respects. Others 
took their work break to make the short 
walk down Yonge Street to this evocative 
green space.

With no muss, no fuss, they found a 
plot of  land to form their temporary 
bubbles and, from what I could see from 
my vantage point, did so with remarkable 
uniformity.

They didn’t stay home; they came out 
to participate in this unique communal 
event but did so safely and responsibly. 
If  only all members of  the community 
could learn from their example as we 
settle into another round of  restrictions 
related to the global pandemic.

As we do so, we should continue to 
remember – remember the fact that the 
men and women who returned home 
from 1918 did so amid another global 
pandemic and they knuckled down and 
got it done. And so can we, if  we all work 
to follow their example. 

We acknowledge the financial support  
of the Government of Canada
Funded by the  

Government  
of Canada

To Responsible Dog Owners – Thank 
you very much for taking your dog’s poop 
bags home for disposal! And, of  course 
you do – it’s the responsible and respectful 
thing to do!

To the rest of  you: Hey, it’s not okay 
to leave your dog’s poop bags all over the 
place; in people’s green boxes; in people’s 
recycling boxes; at the edge of  people’s 
property; in people’s leaf  bags; on forest 
paths; on local trails; at the edge of  paths 
and trails; in a Hallowe’en pumpkin that 
was at the entrance to a local trail;  hanging 
on a tree about four feet from the ground 
in clear sight – in that case someone had 
walked about 15 feet through the long 

YEARS
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THIS WEEK’S 
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Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

Getting  
Things Done

Following the U.S. Presidential Election,  
do you feel more or less optimistic about the next four years? 

PREVIOUS POLL

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

What I am seeing happening in the 
multinational corporate big box stores/
malls is – in my opinion – a troubling 
disconnect.

Our local small businesses are being 
asked to restrict capacity and the ability 
to earn a living for the betterment of  
all us as we fight this virus. But when 
we look at the corporate big box stores 
and malls there are no capacity limits as 
per the red zone classification; they’re 
merely asked to “Consider limiting 
capacity …during winter holiday 
season.” Yet, every other sector has a 
limit of  10 people regardless of  the size 
of  the facility. This is unacceptable.

The virus is real.
The health impacts of  the virus are 

real.  
But, the economic impacts are also 

real. 
We need to address both impacts if  

we are to move forward in a way that 
protects the health and safety of  our 
residents at the same time as protecting 
the viability of  the small businesses that 
are the lifeblood of  our community.

Our small businesses are run by 
our friends, our neighbours, our good 
community partners – they are our 
family. We need rules and guidelines 
that protect us all – safely and 
equitably.

If  we are capping patrons in 

businesses, it should be across all 
sectors – not limited to restaurants 
and gyms and not by way of  a “one 
size fits all” approach either. 

As I have stated many times before, 
capacity limits should be based on 
the size of  the business and not just 
an arbitrary number – such as “10 
people per restaurant” – and it should 
be applied across ALL sectors.

We absolutely need to put 
appropriate health and safety protocols 
in place to ensure that the transmission 
rate is minimized. But the rules and 
guidelines should be the same for 
multinational big box stores as they are 
for our small local businesses.

Let’s do what we all need to do to 
get through this, but let’s truly do this 
together as a community.

The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating…
(November 24)

The opening of new St. Andrew’s College buildings

A staple of the Aurora community since its move here from Toronto in 1926, St. Andrew’s College (SAC) has grown in scope and in size in much the same 
way as the Town has. Shown here is the program (81.44.4) from the November 24, 1962, opening ceremony of two new buildings, each being dedicated 
to a prior headmaster – Drs. D. Bruce MacDonald and Kenneth G.B. Ketchum. The Great Hall, in honour of Dr. MacDonald and his family, was primarily 
a dining hall, but also contained teacher residences and a barber shop. The Ketchum Auditorium was part of a substantial new wing that also included a 
basement rifle range for use by the cadets.

Will you get a COVID-19  
vaccine once able to do so?

Look back to May 2006

A Division  
in Aurora

Recently, I did a bit of  research for a 
friend who wanted to know the history of  
his Temperance Street property. Most of   
my time-travelling was “virtual” – such a 
trendy term – as I was just looking through 
old documents online.

To my surprise I found that the property 
concerned had once been on Division Street.

There are scores of  Division Streets 
across North America, and usually they 
seem to have been so named because they 
marked a division between two areas: two 
townships; the east and west sides of  town; 
official urban and rural designations; and 
so on. I suspected that was not the case in 
Aurora. One short block west of  Yonge? 
What could it divide?

Our Division Street had a quite different 
source, and its later name provided the clue: 
temperance. The Aurora branch of  the 
Sons of  Temperance was officially chartered 
in 1850 and was given the number Division 
106. The Sons of  Temperance (which did 
admit women) was a rapidly growing order, 
one of  several advocating the temperate use 
of  alcohol or, usually, complete abstinence. 

The division probably met first in the New 
Connexion Methodist Church building, on 
the west side of  Division/Temperance, just 
south of  Wellington and immediately north 
of  what is now Bijoy’s Restaurant. When the 
New Connexion moved to a new building 
on Mosley Street in 1857, the Sons of  
Temperance purchased the former church.

This was not a grand building, but had 
a simple dignity: a single storey, clad with 
narrow boards, its wide triangular gable end 
facing the street, and the central front door 
flanked by a sizeable window on each side. 
It resembled possibly hundreds of  other 
church and school buildings across Ontario. 

The Sons of  Temperance Hall served 
not only as a meeting place for Division 
106 but also as a rentable facility for other 
organizations or for travelling entertainers, 
speakers, and the like – and thus as a source 
of  income for the division.

Over time, however, fewer references 
to such uses or, indeed, to the Sons of  
Temperance themselves were seen in the 
local papers. At a provincial meeting in 
1883, Aurora was mentioned as one of  
the dormant divisions, and in 1885 the 
hall property was sold to the neighbouring 
Fleury foundry. The old hall stood until 
1942, serving as a storage area.

But when was Division Street replaced 
by Temperance Street? The new name 
appeared in the assessment rolls as early 
as 1864. Division Street did continue to 
appear in legal instruments concerning 
land ownership, probably just repeating 
an earlier legal description. The paper trail 
for one property finally conceded, in 1910, 
“Division Street (now called Temperance 
Street).”

Can Division Street be found anywhere 
other than in property deeds? I found the 
original plan of  subdivision (the plan that 
gives you your official lot number, as opposed 
to your street number), dating from 1843. 
Unfortunately, the plan had been brought 
somewhat up to date when it was finally 
registered more than twenty years later, and 
the street name had already been changed 
on the print I saw. 

But I did notice another puzzle on the 
plan: where was Tyler Street? Another name 
change, and a story for another time.

The Auroran newspaper is celebrating 
its 20th anniversary. 

I have been, periodically, over the past 
few weeks sharing some thoughts and 
reminiscences of  special moments that 
have occurred during my time writing 
for this paper.

This is the last installment in this series 
of  look back columns.

It is appropriate that as I write this 
column it is November 11, or as we know 
it, Remembrance Day.

The title of  the column was “Litter at 
the War Memorial.”

From May 2006: 

Located across from the Canadian Tire store 
in the southern part of  town is the local war 
memorial.

As I walked eastbound across Veterans’ Lane, 
I was struck at once by both the magnificence 
and also the simplicity of  the two structures that 
comprise this edifice. 

For your writer, the cenotaph is a place of  
reflection, solitude and introspection. The valor 
and selflessness of  the fine men memorialized 
there is most humbling.

As you make your way along the path looking 
due east you only see the monument and the trees 
behind it; during the summer not a building is in 
sight. This lends an aura of  serenity to the place, 
even though it is located on Yonge Street.

The park has been well maintained; the grass 
was recently cut and the trees have full leaves.

There are identical sets of  three wreaths 
near the flagpoles that flank both sides of  the 
monument.

The small asphalt path that bisects the park 

leads to three stone steps and then to the first 
monument, which bears the large inscription, 
“Altar of  Sacrifice 1939 – 1945.”

There are fifty-five names engraved on the 
granite marker. Each of  these names had a life, 
a story. Did these men perish in battle or while 
training or while serving in another capacity? 
Which battle? How old were they? Did any or 
all of  these men have a wife? Any children?

There are two men with the last name 
Dawson and two with the last name of  King. 
Any relation?

Unlike the Korean War Memorial in 
Brampton, which, if  memory serves, lists the 
ages of  the deceased and the date on which 
they died, this one does not. This leads to more 
questions.

On the side of  the granite tablet is inscribed 
the battles, which these men fought and died in. 
Dieppe. The Invasion, D Day. The Battle of  the 
Bulge. Sicily. Monte Casino. The list goes on. 
Reading them reminds us that Canadians were 
at all the major engagements in the European 
theatre of  World War II. 

Situated directly behind stands the World 
War I monument. The inscription reads “Their 
name Liveth for evermore 1914 – 1919”. The 
structure is slim and stands erect – like a soldier. 
Standing at its base, on an absolutely beautiful 
morning, makes one think of  our freedom and the 
enormity of  their sacrifice. 

The dedication reads “To the honoured 
memory of  the men of  the Town of  Aurora and 
the Township of  King and Whitchurch who died 
in the Great War and in grateful tribute to all 
who shared its dangers.”

The names of  seventy men are listed; unlike 
the other commemorative, which had two sets of  
men with the same last name, there are six such 
sets here. The names of  the battles are familiar 
to anyone who has watched the history channel 
– Ypres, Somme, Passchendaele, Hill 70, Vimy 
Ridge.

In its entirety, the structures are a simple and 
regal monument to those, as Billy Bishop was 
once described, who had “the courage of  the 
morning sun”.

What struck and also really angered me that 
morning was the thoughtlessness of  some of  our 
fellow citizens. For at the back of  the cenotaph 
was a vast collection of  fast food wrappers. And 
although I don’t work for CSI, one could tell that 
at least two or three people had been eating there 
in the recent past.  What’s worse is that a refuse 
receptacle was less than seventy feet away.

I have never seen such litter at either a 
cemetery or at a church. Why should it be any 
different here?

It is a given that wearing a poppy and 
observing a minute of  silence at 11 am each 
November 11 is a very small token of  our respect 
and affection for our Veterans. But let us go one 
small step further.

If  you have the urge to eat at the cenotaph, sit 
at one of  the two park benches. If  you see some 
litter at the war memorial pick it up!”

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Time Travellers 
Diary

By Jacqueline Stuart 
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religious services, including weddings 
and funerals, are limited to 30 per 
cent capacity indoors and 100 people 
outdoors.

Restaurants and bars now have a 
maximum number of  patrons permitted 
to be seated indoors at 10 (a limit of  four 
per table) with a minimum of  two metres 
between tables, and such premises will 
have to close by 10 p.m. 

“Based on current projections, 
intensive care units could be overwhelmed 
in six weeks,” said the Premier in Friday’s 
update. “The impact on our hospitals 
would be absolutely devastating. As 
Premier, I can’t accept that and I won’t 
accept that. We must do whatever it takes 
to slow the spread of  this virus. We must 
do whatever it takes to stop our hospitals 
from being overrun. So, we’re here 
today to take action. We’re here today to 
protect the health of  Ontarians.”

The updated COVID-19 framework 
sets new thresholds and offers new 

guidelines for people in Red (Control) 
Zones like York Region. In addition to 
limiting trips at home with exceptions for 
the above-mentioned essentials, further 
measures could be introduced next week, 
the Premier noted.

“I know this will be difficult,” he 
continued. “You have already sacrificed 
so much, but we need to be clear about 
what is at stake: We’re staring down the 
barrel of  another lockdown and I will 
not hesitate for a second if  we have to go 
further because our number-one priority 
now is getting these numbers down. But 
here’s the good news: we can change the 
course, we can bend the curve and get 
this virus under control.

“Each of  us have a role to play. Every 
one of  us has a role to play in preventing 
a lockdown. We need to continue 
following public health advice, we can’t 
become complacent. We need to fight 
and continue fighting. Please don’t 
lose hope. Never in our lifetimes, in a 
generation, has so much depended on 

our collective action. Never has so much 
depended on us coming together as a 
people, as a Province. Together, we can 
and we will get through this.”

Joining the Premier at Friday’s 
announcement was Deputy Premier, 
Health Minister and Newmarket-Aurora 
MPP Christine Elliott. This, she said, is a 
“crucial” time in fighting the pandemic.

“Cases continue to rise around the 
world and here at home,” she said. “We 
have seen cases increase 45 per cent week 
over week. Positivity rates are increasing 
dramatically across the Province. We 
have now hit 4.4 per cent, compared to 
3.2 per cent last week with concerning 
increases in hotspots. Outbreaks are also 
increasing in more regions, across more 
types of  organizations. Over the past 
seven days alone, our Province has seen 
71 deaths in long-term care homes.

“As the COVID-19 epidemic 
continues to evolve, our government’s 
response must evolve with it. Today, it is 
clear we need to take action to stop the 
further spread of  COVID-19 to keep 
our schools open, to maintain health 
system capacity, and to protect our most 
vulnerable. That is why in consultation 
with the Chief  Medical Officer of  Health 
and the Public Health Measures table, 
our government is taking immediate 
action to reduce the risk and protect the 
health and wellbeing of  Ontarians.”

The revised framework came just 
a day after alarming projections were 
released by the Province. Modelling 
indicated that if  no further measures 
were taken Ontario could see more than 
6,000 new cases of  COVID-19 per day 
by the middle of  next month.

“We are at a very critical time in 
our Province,” said Dr. Dave Williams, 
Ontario’s Chief  Medical Officer of  
Health. “We know how difficult these 
past few months have been for everyone, 
but we need to get these numbers down 
to protect the health and safety of  
Ontarians and to protect our healthcare 
system from being overwhelmed. This 
challenge before us will be difficult but 
it is not impossible to overcome. We 
flattened the curve before and we can do 

it again. It will take all of  us to do our 
part. 

“Throughout this pandemic, 
Ontarians have demonstrated their 
willingness to follow pubic health 
measures, to keep their loved ones and 
community safe. I know you’re getting 
tired. I know you want to see your 
friends and family and gather together 
like you used to. After months of  dealing 
with COVID-19, this is completely 
understandable but these gatherings 
have meant that people are having too 
much contact with each other and this 
contact has resulted in COVID-19 cases.

“Several of  our Public Health Units 
are managing cases of  COVID-19 
related to large Halloween parties 
and others are following up on cases 
because of  wedding celebrations where 
proper masking and physical distancing 
practices were not followed. These 
interactions have had an impact on the 
health and safety…of  our loved ones, 
on the community and on our most 
vulnerable. It takes all of  us together to 
stop the spread of  COVID-19. Everyone 
has a role to play.”

From a Regional perspective, the 
Province’s announcement was a “stark 
reminder” that the virus is “a persistent 
threat,” said York Region Chair Wayne 
Emmerson and Dr. Karim Kurji, York 
Region’s Chief  Medical Officer of  
Health, in a joint statement on Friday 
afternoon.

“Throughout the COVID-19 global 
pandemic York Region has remained 
committed to protecting the health 
and safety of  all residents while taking 
prudent measures to stop the spread of  
this virus,” they said. “Now, more than 
ever, we must continue working together 
to keep our families and our communities 
safe. It is vital we follow public health 
measures, including staying home as 
much as possible, especially when feeling 
ill, maintaining physical distancing, 
washing your hands frequently with soap 
and water, limiting gatherings to those in 
your immediate household and wearing 
a face mask or covering when physical 
distancing is not possible.”

Christine Elliott 
MPP - Newmarket-Aurora

 905-853-9889    1-800-211-1881   

 Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org

 www.christineelliottmpp.ca

If you must leave the house, practise 
physical distancing – stay 2 metres 

away from others.

 
 
 

Wash your hands often with soap 
and water or alcohol-based  

hand sanitizer.

Wear a face covering in indoor  
public spaces and when physical  

distancing is a challenge.

“We must continue working together to keep families 
safe,” says Region

Photo L To R.  Raymond Fong, Mayor Tom Mrakas And Maurice Lau

Starks Barber Company is now open in Aurora, and Raymond and Maurice are ready to 
serve the community!  Starks Barber Company offers traditional barbering services in an 
upscale and sophisticated setting. They are looking forward to meeting their customers 
and answering any questions they may have about their products and services. Located at 
15440 Bayview Ave. Aurora.

NOW OPEN
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Aurora surpasses 300 cases of COVID-19

Aurora has surpassed 300 cumulative 
cases of  COVID-19 since the start of  the 
global pandemic.

The community passed this grim 
milestone over the weekend, with 33 cases 
remaining active.

Since the first case of  COVID-19 was 
reported locally this past March, Aurora 
has seen 322 cases of  the virus since the start 
of  the pandemic as of  November 17. Of  
the remaining active cases, 22 are related to 
local transmission or close contact. 9 further 
cases are related to institutional outbreak, 
and a single case each related to workplace 
cluster and travel.

On November 11, an outbreak of  
COVID-19 was declared at Chartwell Park 
Place. The outbreak was first declared after 
a caregiver tested positive for the virus. At 
press time this week, 2 of  the residence’s 
complement of  40 caregivers had tested 
positive, as had 8 of  their 65 residents.

There are, at press time, no schools 
within Aurora with active outbreaks or 
under surveillance for the virus.

15 of  Aurora’s 322 cases have proved 
fatal, and 274 recoveries are now reported.

As the community settles into the new 
Red (“Control”) Zone of  the Ontario 
Government’s plan to re-open the 

Province, Dr. Karim Kurji, York Region’s 
Chief  Medical Officer of  Health, urged 
continue vigilance as we settle into colder 
temperatures and approach the holiday 
season.

“We’re seeing…a rise in cases in 
neighbouring health units as well as, of  
course, in the U.S. and internationally,” he 
said. “We’re not an island unto ourselves, 
so that, again, is a problem. We are also 
entering the season where we tend to buy 
gifts for our friends and families. Shopping 
is going to be a big concern, particularly 
crowding that occurs in stores with Black 
Friday being just around the corner. Please, 
I appeal to businesses, to make sure that 
they ensure that there is no crowding in 
their stores and for every individual who 
goes shopping, you have to take personal 
responsibility to extract yourselves from 
places where you see crowding occur. 

“That having been said, we have to 
get across this winter safely. There is 
hope around the corner with a number 
of  effective vaccines coming onto the 
market. We now have to go back to what 
we used to practice in the early days of  
the lockdown, so stay home wherever 
possible, only go out for essential visits, 
and you’ll remember those essential visits 
were visits to your physician, getting your 
medications, getting groceries maybe 
once a week.

“Make sure that you’re able to do much 
of  your shopping online, if  that is possible, 
and do not socialize with members outside 
your household as much as possible.”

Random Acts of Kindness can help 
spread some Christmas cheer: YRPA

Have you ever had your morning 
commute made a little bit brighter by pulling 
up to the drive-thru window and finding the 
driver ahead of  you covered the cost of  your 
coffee?

That simple act can put a spring in your 
step for the rest of  the day, and the York 
Regional Police Association and Jewel 88.5 
have teamed up to spread these Random 
Acts of  Kindness far and wide this Holiday 
Season.

Now through Sunday, November 22, you 
can nominate a York Region individual and 
family who might be in need at this time of  
year for a little bit of  extra holiday cheer.

Nominations are open to anyone from 
York Region who could use some help or 
a pick-me up. According to organizers, it 
may be a single parent working two jobs 
and having a hard time making ends meet, 
someone you know who recently lost a job, 
or a family struggling through the realities of  
what COVID-19 has brought.

Through the program, the York Regional 
Police Association (YRPA) will use money 
from member dues to cover anything from 
gifts under the tree to a hand paying the 
heating bill, proving that a little bit can 
indeed go a long way.

“In the past, we have helped out with 
rent, there may be gifts that some people 
might have on their list… but because of  
the situation they are going through it might 
be single parent, loss of  job, and obviously 
COVID, we’re able to find something that is 
going to make that individual’s Christmas for 
them,” says YRPA President Rob O’Quinn. 
“During Christmastime, frontline officers 
are always going around to all of  these 
different peoples’ houses. We might see there 
is so much need in the community, so for us 
to give back knowing the types of  challenges 
people face, especially during the holidays, 
and then to have the nomination come from 
somebody that person knows [adds] to the 

beauty of  what this idea is.”
This is the third year the YRPA has run 

the Random Acts of  Kindness program, but 
even in that short period of  time, they have 
seen changing needs in the community; 
this has only been accelerated by COVID. 
There is job loss, more people struggling to 
make ends meet, even questioning whether 
they will be able to make their monthly rent. 
Government assistance, says O’Quinn, is 
often simply not enough.

“People may want to go out and buy that 
Christmas dinner and they just don’t have 
the funds for that. We can provide a gift card 
for them to go and shop for whatever it is they 
want to have for their Christmas. We have 
in the past provided rent so that somebody 
could pay their rent for a month or longer, 
if  we are able to do that within the confines 
of  what the drive is doing. We also have 
children who are now doing most of  their 
learning at home, so maybe a single parent 
has a child that is doing the online learning 
and they don’t have their own device and we 
can assist them with getting a device for that 
child. There are just so many things that are 
twisting now because of  COVID. 

“The simplest act can brighten someone’s 
day and reinforce the true meaning of  
Christmas. That’s all we’re trying to do: 
bring that magic back for someone. If  it is 
for one child, to touch that one person’s life, 
that’s a win and we’ll take it.  It is to pay it 
forward.

“If  you have been in that situation and 
you remember what it felt like, pay it forward. 
Don’t forget what it was like for you, pay it 
forward. If  you can even imagine what that 
would be like, pay it forward. It comes back 
to that on a regular basis. How many of  us 
have been in a Tim Hortons and someone 
paid for your coffee—how amazing do you 
feel getting a free coffee? Imagine what it is 
like for a child to receive a gift at Christmas. 
Pay it forward.”

To nominate a deserving individual and family 
in the community, visit jewel885.com. For further 
information, visit the link or contact the YRPA at 
yrpa.ca. 
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FULL SERVICE FACILITY

SALES SERVICE PARTS

PRICES INCLUDE TAXES, FUEL AND LICENSE CHARGES ARE ADDITIONAL.
2020 Outlander GT S-AWC/2020 Outlander PHEV SE S-AWC model shown has a selling price of $47,017.26. Vehicles are shown with optional equipment and/or accessories. 1 0% purchase financing available through Mitsubishi Motors Financial Services on approved credit until November 30, 2020 for 
up to 84 months on the purchase of select new 2020 Outlander/2020 Outlander PHEV trims (terms vary by model trim) from participating retailers. Representative example: 2020 Outlander PHEV SE S-AWC with MSRP $43,998 and with a selling price of $48,924; 182 bi-weekly payments of $268 based 
on a 84-month contract and a retail value of $48,924 with $0 down payment or equivalent trade-in. 2 $1,500 consumer cash is available on the purchase/finance of a new 2020 Outlander PHEV delivered between November 03 and November 30, 2020, and is combinable with MMFS subvented finance 
rates. The amount will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. See dealer for details. 3 $7,500 consumer cash is available on the purchase of select new 2020 Outlander PHEV trims purchased and delivered between November 03 to November 30, 2020. The consumer cash is available on 
cash and non-MMFS deals and will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes and will take place at time of purchase. See dealer for details. Other conditions apply. 4 $5,000 consumer cash is available on the purchase of select new 2020 Outlander purchased and delivered between November 
03 to November 30, 2020. The consumer cash is available on cash and non-MMFS deals and will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes and will take place at time of purchase. See dealer for details. Other conditions apply. 5 Offer available from November 03, 2020 to November 30, 2020 
for eligible and qualified customers on the purchase/finance (Mechanical Breakdown Protection) of a 2020 Outlander PHEV valued at up to $2,600. Limited-time extended warranty coverage is offered through Mitsubishi Motors Diamond Care ancillary product suite. Mechanical Breakdown Protection 
(purchase and finance only) covers air conditioning, electrical systems, fuel delivery, trip interruption roadside assistance and more for up to 120 months/160,000 km, whichever comes first. A $250 deductible per repair visit applies during the limited-time extended warranty period. Other warranty term 
options may be available. Certain terms and conditions apply. Extended warranty is transferable to the next private purchaser (fees apply). Visit your local dealer for complete offer and coverage details. The above summary is for informational purposes only. The Extended Warranty product is described 
in greater detail in the service contract. Please read carefully the terms and conditions for the product as they set out the contract requirements, important definitions and exclusions. †Provincial Government EV rebate of up to $2,500 available for eligible vehicles and subject to change at any time. 
Rebate is not administered by Mitsubishi Motors. Rebate would apply to the negotiated price including applicable fees and taxes. Other conditions apply. See dealer or provincial government to learn more and how you can apply. Government of Canada incentive of $2,500 available for new, eligible 
[2019/2020] [Outlander PHEV] purchased or leased on or after May 1, 2019. Incentive applied to retail price, after applicable fees and taxes. Lease incentive will be prorated based on length of lease. Limit 1 Government of Canada incentive per individual, per calendar year. Federal incentive is in addition 
to any available provincial incentive offers. Rebate is not administered by Mitsubishi Motors. Other conditions apply. See your local dealer or visit the Government of Canada website to learn more and how you can apply. *Actual efficiency will vary depending on conditions such as external elements, 
driving behaviours, vehicle maintenance and lithium-ion battery age. Based on Natural Resources Canada’s testing methodology. **Whichever comes first. Regular maintenance not included. See dealer or mitsubishi-motors.ca for warranty terms, restrictions and details. Some conditions apply.
2020 RVR GT AWC/2020 Eclipse Cross GT S-AWC model shown has a selling price of $41,819.26/$44,418. Vehicles are shown with optional equipment and/or accessories. 1 0% purchase financing available through Mitsubishi Motors Financial Services on approved credit until November 30, 2020 for up 
to 84 months on the purchase of select new 2020 RVR/2020 Eclipse Cross trims (terms may vary by model trim) from participating retailers. Representative example: 2020 Eclipse Cross ES S-AWC with MSRP $28,298 and with a selling price of $35,291; 182 bi-weekly payments of $194.39 based on a 
84-month contract and a retail value of $35,291 with $0 down payment or equivalent trade-in. See dealer for details. 2 $3,000 consumer cash available on the purchase of select new 2020 RVR/Eclipse Cross trims purchased and delivered between November 03 to November 30, 2020. The consumer 
cash is available on cash and non-MMFS deals and will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes and will take place at time of purchase. See dealer for details. Other conditions apply. *Whichever comes first. Regular maintenance not included. See dealer or mitsubishi-motors.ca for warranty 
terms, restrictions and details.
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2020 ECLIPSE CROSS 2020 RVR

New outbreak reported  
at Chartwell Park Place
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Smart Centres business park set to move forward
Development will 
include two car 
dealerships,  
self-storage

The next phase of  Smart Centres’ 
footprint in Aurora near Wellington 
and Highway 404 is set to move forward 
next week.

Council is poised to give the final 
sign off  on amendments to the Town’s 
Official Plan to pave the way for the 
development after signalling their 
approval at the Committee level earlier 
this month.

Their approval will allow new uses on 
the site, which was previously designed 
for specific use as a business park. 
Changes include two auto dealerships, 
including a new BMW showroom and 
a multi-storey self-storage building, 
SmartStop, which also offers flexible 

office space.
A retail block of  three buildings on 

the southeast corner of  Wellington and 
the future Goulding Avenue, just east of  
Leslie Street, is also part of  the revised 
plan.

Smart Centres currently owns more 
than 110 acres of  land in Aurora and 
has built over 575,000 square feet of  
space, said Allan Scully, Vice President 
of  Development for Smart Centres, 
pitching the amendments to Council, 
noting that last year they paid more 
than $2.7 million in “local property 
taxes.”

Mr. Scully said he supported the 
recommendations put forward by staff, 
which reflect comments previously 
raised by lawmakers.

“The BMW dealership and the 
SmartStop will be the only additional 
uses permitted on the business park 
lands by way of  this application,” he 
said, adding that the parcel of  land 
in question is 32.5 acres, with the two 
buildings accounting for only four-and-
a-half  acres. “There is ample room on 
site to build out the business parklands 
as envisioned by the Town. “We have 
started construction of  Goulding and 
this internal road on the hope that this 
Committee and Council will approve 
the application. To meet BMW and 
SmartStop’s timelines, we need to 
complete the road grading work prior 
to winter so we can then come back in 
the early spring to complete Goulding 
and commence construction on the 
buildings themselves.”

The value of  the two deals, he said, 
amounts to $7 million and both BMW 
and SmartStop need to be part of  the 
plan.

“I can tell you we are in advanced 
discussions with a local tech firm who 
are interested in locating on the lands 
immediately east of  the proposed 
Smart Stop,” Mr. Scully added. “While 
I do understand they are looking at one 
other site which may or may not be in 
Aurora, I am hopeful, I am confident 
we will be successful in bringing them 
to this site and keeping them in Aurora, 
but again without Goulding Avenue 
we won’t be able to proceed with this 
opportunity.”

Once complete, he concluded, the 
development could bring in $2.96 
million in property taxes each year 
based on current rates.

Although Council approved the 
application at the Committee level 
this month, the approval did not come 
without question.

Councillor Wendy Gaertner, for 
instance, said she was “a little wary” of  
such a large chunk of  the development 
being allocated to retail as the land 
was intended on bringing “good jobs” 
(defined as full time jobs with pensions) 
to the community. 

“The whole point of  a designated 
business area is to attract those jobs 
that will, at least it was Aurora’s intent, 
to attract jobs that are full-time with 
benefits and pension,” she said. “That is 
not what’s going to be happening here.”

David Waters, Planner for the Town 

of  Aurora, said there has been “debate” 
over the definition of  a “job” within the 
context of  employment lands.

“It doesn’t really depend on benefits 
and what have you,” he said. “I think 
what is important to remember in this 
development is the official plan target is 
40 jobs per hectare. This development 
is going to contribute over 100 jobs per 
hectare to the Town’s economy.”

Councillor Michael Thompson, on 
the other hand, said he was in support 
of  the application and said that the 
intent of  the land has evolved over the 
last 10 years since the Official Plan was 
approved.

“The hope was as they expanded 
the lands to the eastern part that it 
would bring in more office buildings 
before more retail and really that is 
what brings us here today. I am sure 
that the applicants have tried their best 
to attract employment jobs and office 
settings and so forth to the lands, but 
as we have talked about last time and 
the time before this, it is not an easy 
challenge,” he said. 

“We’re left to deal with what is before 
us tonight. From my perspective, I 
appreciate the work that staff  and the 
applicant have done. As we all know, 
this application came to us in February 
under the Planning Act, we have 120 
days to render a decision. We’re well 
past that, but the applicant and staff  
have continued to work to address 
some of  the concerns raised by myself  
and other members of  Council and it 
is before us tonight to make a decision. 
I appreciate some of  the changes they 
have made to make it a little more 
acceptable – in my eyes – and to adhere 
to some of  the concepts and tenets we 
talked about back in 2010 in terms of  
how much retail there is going to be 
and [making sure] we still had room for 
future office.”

Support was also offered by 
Councillor Rachel Gilliland, who 
singled out the flexible office space as 
a “forward-thinking” measure in light 
of  COVID-19, as well as Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes who saw the benefit 
in construction jobs that will come 
from the build, and Councillor Harold 
Kim who cited the potential for further 
offices in the area.

“We’re looking at 100 jobs per 
hectare, also the possibility of  a tech 
company headquarters being located 
here and the applicant is saying they 
are confident in that,” added Mayor 
Mrakas. “I am looking forward to that 
coming to fruition. When you look at 
what is estimated, it is the taxes that 
would be coming in off  this property. 
$2.9 million a year in taxes. We 
always talk about…an employment 
or a commercial-base to alleviate the 
burden on the residential portion of  
the tax base, this is important to help 
provide that alleviation to the residents. 
The ratio between the employment and 
commercial… this is going to go a long 
way in helping that. It is encouraging 
to see, I’m looking forward to it, I am 
looking forward to a lot of  jobs coming 
into the area.”
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UPCOMING VIRTUAL EVENTS AT RICHMOND HILL RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

PLEASE CALL TO RSVP 905-770-4704 | 70 BERNARD AVE. RICHMOND HILL, ON L4C 0W7 | verveseniorliving.com 

Please contact Richmond Hill 
Retirement Residence to learn about 

our complimentary community events.

Instructions on how to join these webinars 
will be sent prior to the event. If you do not 

have a computer or digital device, ask a 
family member or friend for help. We 

look forward to seeing you 
soon through  the web!

Join Disiree in this winter wonderland fun-filled Christmas 
décor making event, you do not want to miss out on! Very 
easy to make Christmas globe craft that will make your 
Christmas centerpiece look cozy and elegant for the 
holidays. Supplies provided - limited seats so call today!

Christmas Craft with Disiree
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 AT 2:30 PM

‘Tis the season to fill your afternoon with holiday music, love, 
and cheer. Join Richmond Hill virtually and watch the classic 
performance by Dean Martin and Frank Sinatra. Call to RSVP  
and receive your goodie bag with treats for the show.

Christmas Classic Special: 
Christmas with The Martins & The Sinatras
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 AT 2:30 PM 

 

PRE BLACK FRIDAY             

Thursday, November 19 - Sun  22            
Up to 70% Off Everything 

& Thank YOU for shopping local

15117 Yonge St. (Downtown Aurora) 905-713-1501/ www.mrmenswear.ca

4 DAY SALE

MR MENSWEAR

Working from home could cause Town additional 
budget pressure: Mayor

Having municipal staff  continue to work 
from home could cause additional budget 
pressures for the year ahead, according to 
Mayor Tom Mrakas.

The Town kicked off  deliberations over 
the 2021 Operating Budget last week and, 
at the outset, the Mayor said additional 
factors might need to be considered before 
Council can have a full picture of  how 
COVID-19 might impact the Town’s 
financial situation.

“Due to the pandemic, we could be 
asking those staff  who can work from home 
[to] continue to do so until at least June,” 
he said. “In light of  this, I have spoken to 

our CAO and have asked staff  to look at 
ways to mitigate the potential for additional 
financial burden to the Town as a result of  
COVID-19 in 2021, which would include 
the potential moratorium of  some hiring.

“With the unique circumstances this 
pandemic has created on the Town, we 
need to turn over all the stones and ensure 
that the budget we pass helps residents 
today while not risking the future for our 
Town.”

After getting this out of  the way at the 
start of  the meeting, he told Councillors 
that although there are eight new hires 
accounted for in the 2021 budget, 
discussions related to these positions should 
be kept to a minimum until updated 
information comes forward.

But new hires ultimately figured in this 

first go-round, including a new position 
related to the booking of  municipal facilities.

“We have had a decrease in bookings 
in community service, a mild increase the 
following year, and then another decrease,” 
said Councillor Rachel Gilliland. “I am 
looking at…more rationalizing [for] that 
position right now when our community 
service levels are going to be running very 
low. Maybe it would be more prudent on us 
to make a hold on this position.”

Responding to this concern was 
Robin McDougall, Aurora’s Director of  
Community Services.

The position in question, she said, was 
based on growth projected last year.

“We recognize in 2020 we have had an 
interesting year for sure based on COVID, 
but I will say with each of  the adaptations 
[on pivoting municipal programs and 
services to meet the most up-to-date health 
measures] there is a significant amount of  
work with every change…the Province 
comes out with. In fact, our team is 
continuously busy with every adjustment 
and sometimes in a very short turnaround 
time to adapt to latest orders, including the 
most recent as an example of  having to 
adjust to the 28 [days in Stage 2] but then 
the pullback ended after only being three 

weeks.”
Trying to bring those programs back 

online and adjusting other factors keep the 
team “very busy” she said.

“It is tough to understand, but I have 
seen this team in action and every dialogue 
back and forth with the user groups… 
there is constant adjustments being made, 
so I certainly have more detail I can 
provide Council through email if  that is 
an additional support for you,” she told 
Council. “But, at this time, we feel a need 
for this position going forward.”

Replied Councillor Gilliland: “It is good 
to know you have been adapting. Perhaps 
it is more of  a short-lived adaptation 
we’re going through with the Provincial 
changes, maybe those pressures ease over 
the summer… maybe it is better to look 
at that position a little bit later, that is all I 
am suggesting. If  it is something we could 
wait till 2022 as opposed to 2021, like that 
extra year until we have a handle on what 
the pandemic… if  we get that vaccine 
[announced by Pfizer last Monday], maybe 
things will go back to normal and we can 
see a reason to look at that. I think we’re 
all learning, we’re all kind of  overworking 
in other areas. It could just be a temporary 
measure.” 

FOOD PANTRY DONATION – Mary Rourke, Senior Investment Advisor for Hollis Wealth on 
Industrial Parkway South, right, made a donation to the Aurora Food Pantry last Thursday as part of 
the company’s drive to give back to the community. Accepted by Sandra Seepaul, left, the Food Pantry 
continues to serve local residents in need through this challenging time. For a list of current needs and 
donation times, visit aurorafoodpantry.ca.                                                Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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CALL 905-841-2777 OR VISIT KINGSWAYAURORA.COM

“Recently, I was scheduled for knee replacement surgery and I decided it would
be in my best interest to spend a few weeks in respite care at a retirement residence.
I chose Kingsway Place. From day 1 I was made to feel comfortable; the food was
excellent and the friendly staff were amazing! Activities and entertainment helped
make my stay anything but boring. I would strongly recommend Kingsway Place to
anyone who needs an alternative place to stay or wants to try out retirement living.”
- Sheila Gilroy

RECUPERATE WITH OUR RESPITE
& SHORT STAY PROGRAMS

VIRTUAL
 TOUR

AVAILABLE

Welcoming new residents with COVID-19 safety protocols in place.

WOOD  GAS FIREPLACES  STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City  
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem
Engineered to circulate air through natural 

convection, the Valor Smart Fire 
is a highly effi cient fi replace without 

a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Burn Clean Engineered Green.

L

Santa looking forward to re-thought Christmas parade

November is a time of  year Santa Claus 
always looks forward to. 

Taking a break from making toys 
and fulfilling wish lists at his North Pole 
workshop, Aurora is a top destination 
as he takes centre stage in the Town’s 
traditional Santa Under the Stars parade 
along Yonge Street.

He looks forward to seeing the smiling 
faces of  generations as he makes the trek 
from Orchard Heights Boulevard in the 
north to Murray Drive, collecting letters 
and cards along the way.

When it was clear this year the parade 
wasn’t going to be able to take its traditional 
form, Santa says he was “devastated,” but 
event organizers at the Town of  Aurora set 
to work to make sure this family favourite 
could happen in a new way – and he is 
thrilled with what they have come up with. 

The 2020 Santa Under the Stars parade 
will take place on Saturday, November 28, 
from 6 – 8 p.m., this time at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex on Industrial 
Parkway North.

Rather than a traditional parade where 
revellers line the streets waiting for floats 
and bands to walk by, this is a “stationary” 
parade where it is up to you to drive past 
the floats, participants – and Santa himself. 

While it is a way to stay healthy in this 
challenging time, there are a few added 

bonuses, including getting to stay warm 
in your car while greeting the man of  the 
hour!

Ahead of  the November 28 event, 
which is open now for pre-registration, 
Santa spoke exclusively to The Auroran 
about the new parade and the season 
ahead.

THE AURORAN: It is wonderful that 
you’re going to make it to Aurora before 
the big day after all! Did you have any 
worries that it might not happen?

SANTA CLAUS: To be honest, I was 
feeling complete devastation, but once 
there was a plan to move forward, there 
was excitement immediately. It is going to 
be new and exciting, and I am just thrilled 
it is going to be happening. 

TA: What went through your mind 
when the Town pitched a stationary 
parade?

SC: I wanted to make sure there 
was still a way to communicate with the 
passing cars because normally I am able 
to project out and yell onto the street, so 
I was concerned and hesitant at first. But 
now I understand there will actually be a 
radio channel they can tune into and I am 
going to be able to speak to all the people 
who come to the parade through their car 
radio!

TA: Have you practiced your Ho-Ho-
Ho for new radio audiences?

SC: Not only that, but I actually get to 
speak and share more information, too! 
Normally, when you’re at a traditional 
parade, I ride by on my sleigh and it is just 
a quick “Hello!” and “Merry Christmas!” 
As you drive around the actual parade, 
I will actually have more time to engage 
with people. 

TA: What else are you doing to get 
ready?

SC: There are many new challenges 
this year, and we’re excited to find new 
solutions. I’ve already found a great mask 
that fits over my beard! I am focused on 
keeping everyone – including myself  and 
the elves – safe. I’m actually coming to 
Aurora solo for the parade, so in a sense, 
I will be on my own, but I am okay with 
that because I get to see all my favourite 
children come by. I want to see their 
excitement, I want to see them at ease and 
ready to embrace the happiest time of  the 
year.

TA: I know you see a lot of  kids coming 
back year after year, but what would you 
say to new kids on the block, so to speak, 
who now call Aurora home but haven’t 

had a chance to take in a parade?
SC: Well, this is going to be the warmest 

parade of  the season. Next year, hopefully 
people will be able to line up in Aurora’s 
beautiful downtown core. This year, which 
we have never really had before, not only 
is it going to be the warmest parade of  the 
year, but it is going to be completely safe. 
I really hope that seeing all the different 
special guests, floats and decorations is 
just going to warm the hearts of  all those 
in their vehicles and they will leave the 
Leisure Complex completely at ease and 
in one very, very happy mood. 

TA: Is there anything you hope kids 
and families bring to the parade? 

SC: Just enthusiasm, patience and 
flexibility as we all adapt to this completely 
new experience. I know people like to 
hand me letters on the parade, but that 
can’t happen this year. Before you leave 
the house to come to the parade, pop your 
letters in the closest mailbox and I will be 
sure to get them up in the North Pole! 

For more information on the new stationary 
Santa Under the Stars parade, including how to pre-
register for the event, visit aurora.ca/santaparade.

Santa traditionally heads down Yonge Street in the lead-up to this holiday season, but he will be 
stationed at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex this month for a re-thought Santa Under the Stars 
parade.                             Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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www.fl oorsdirectnorth.cawww.fl oorsdirectnorth.ca

NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.
Unit 1, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7B3

Inquiries@fl oorsDirectnorth.ca

Your friendly local fl ooring experts

T: 905-235-4400  |  F: 905-235-4411

Now Open Online 
Flooring Store. 

Now Open Online 
Flooring Store. 
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Sophistication2

New look. 
Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

YEARS

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE AURORA, ONTARIO 
905-726-4500

12" x 12" Fontana Silver Ceramic 

Tile (1001509937) Covers 13.56 sq. ft. 

While quantities last.per sq. ft.85¢

EXCLUSIVE LIFEPROOF™ 7mm Sawn Oak 

Grey Waterproof Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring 

(1001015599) Covers 19.8 sq. ft.

save 10%

WAS $3.98
per sq. ft.

$357

EXCLUSIVE TrafficMASTER™ 8mm 

Shaded Oak Laminate Flooring 

(1001002827) Covers 20.11 sq. ft.per sq. ft.98¢

EXCLUSIVE HOME DECORATORS COLLECTION® 7"x 48" 

Wilshere Willow Waterproof Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring 

(1001544705) Covers 23.8 sq. ft.per sq. ft.

$298

EXCLUSIVE TrafficMASTER™ 12mm Sugared Maple 

Laminate Flooring (1001542833) Covers 17.24 sq. ft. 

While quantities last.per sq. ft.

$148

EXCLUSIVE HOME DECORATORS 

COLLECTION® Cordless Blackout 

Cellular Shade • 48"W x 48"H 

(1000739802)

$9598
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12" x 24" Aviva Bianco Polished and Rectified 

Porcelain Tile (1001538771) Covers 16 sq. ft. 

While quantities last.per sq. ft.

$199

LAMINATE

TILE

VINYL

RENEW YOUR SPACE

GET IT INSTALLED

2 WEEKS ONLY
Thursday, November 19 to Wednesday, December 2, 2020 

25%
OFF

‡

SELECT CUSTOM ORDER  
WINDOW COVERINGS
purchased in-store OR when purchased  
and installed through Home Services‡‡  
(discount not applicable to labour). 
Excludes Lutron® and MyBlinds products.

INCLUDES 

MOTORIZED

OPTIONS

‡Off our current ticketed prices. See store associate for details.
‡‡Offer valid through The Home Depot Home Services in Canada only. 
Discount not applicable to the labour component of this service. Not valid in 
combination with any other offer or Local Pro. Offer valid on contracts signed 
between November 19 and December 2, 2020. Installation must be 
completed by April 2, 2021. Offer for single-family residential homes only. 
Certain conditions may apply. See store associate for details.

4   Get it motorized

4   Convenience of a 
push of a button

4   Great for hard-to-
reach windows

11/19/20
(FW-42) 13

***Price Guarantee Terms and Conditions
Items from Retail Stores: If you find a current lower price on an identical, In-Stock 
item from a local retailer’s store or website, we will match the price and beat it by 10%. 
Items from Online-Only Stores: If you find a current lower price on an identical, 
In-Stock item from a Canadian online-only retailer’s website, we will price match only. 
Items from online-only retailers are not eligible for the 10% discount. 
Validation required. In-Stock, new products only. Exclusions include: Rebates,  
free offers, gifts with purchase, gift cards, prepaid cards, bundle offers, financing offers, 
display merchandise, rentals, Home Services, taxes, shipping (including items with 
inflated shipping charges), delivery, auction/bid pricing, discontinuation and close-out 
prices, volume/wholesale/trade quote pricing, items sold via third party or discount site 
(including marketplaces), fraudulent prices or typographical errors/misprints. Other 
Terms: Price match only available at time of purchase. Prices for online items will be 
matched to localized online prices if available and must be available to ship to your 
location. Discount applied before any taxes and fees. We reserve the right to limit 
purchases to reasonable requirements. Cannot be combined with any other offer.  
See homedepot.ca/priceguarantee for complete details.
1Offer valid at The Home Depot Canada to Canadian residents only. Not valid in 
combination with any other offer. Some exceptions may apply. Selection and price may 
vary by store; not all products and services shown are available at all stores. Please call 
your local store to confirm availability. Quantities are limited. No substitution or rain 
checks. We reserve the right to limit quantities to an amount reasonable for 
homeowners and our regular contractor customers. Product warranty details available 
in-store. For further details, see store associate or visit homedepot.ca

Up to 24 months financing*  
Only on eligible purchases (including taxes) when you use your Home Depot® 
Consumer Credit Card. Valid to Wednesday, December 2, 2020. Payments required.  
No annual fees.

*NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN PROMOTIONAL PERIOD:
18 months on single-receipt purchases of $299-$2,998.99 (including taxes), or
24 months on single-receipt purchases of $2,999 or more (including taxes)
when you use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card. Limited time offer.  
Payments required. No annual fees.

Interest accrues from the purchase transaction date and will be waived if each 
minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period is paid in full by 
its payment due date and the purchase price is paid in full by the plan expiration 
date. If not, interest will be charged at an Interest Rate of 28.8% per annum in 
accordance with the Consumer Cardholder Agreement.

On approved credit. Financing provided by Citi Cards Canada Inc. This offer is valid 
at The Home Depot Canada locations outside of the Province of Quebec. Offer not 
available to Quebec residents. 

©2020, Home Depot International, Inc. All rights reserved.  
®Registered trademark of Home Depot International, Inc.  
Used under license.

St. Andrew’s football stars confirm university commitments 

By Robert Belardi  

St. Andrew’s football players 
officially confirmed their university 
commitments this past week.

Linebacker Liam Taylor is off  to 
Western University and quarterback 
Cameron Mitchell is moving out east 
to St. Mary’s. 

Taylor, a three-sport athlete since 
Grade 8, has balanced lacrosse, first-
team hockey and football with the 
Saints. 

“I chose football over hockey and 
lacrosse as my sporting route in 
university because of  the love for 
the game of  football as well as the 
opportunities I received to play at the 
next level.  When I’m on the football 
field it feels like home,” Taylor told 
The Auroran. 

The 17-year-old also based his 
decision on education.

Coach Marcello Lio always tells 
his players to envision a school where 
they can both play their sport and 
excel academically. 

Taylor has been eye-catching to 
many schools including Concordia 
University and Wilfrid Laurier, 
who were close to offering him a 
scholarship for his ability to cover in 
space. 

But, other than his game-tape 
and an appearance at the Canada 
Football Chat prospects camp, coach 
Lio believes a former SAC alumnus 
helped out Taylor with his decision. 

“One of  our alumni, Fraser 
Solpik, who is now in the CFL with 
the Calgary Stampeders, who also 
played that position, was a guest 
coach a couple of  times. He was 
helping out our linebackers following 
protocol with his mask etc.… He 
really vouched for him. He loved 
what he saw, I think that, with the 
film, landed him an offer,” Lio said. 

Taylor has been in touch with 
coach Kevin MacNeill and coach 
Adam Grandy since September. 
Taylor looked very closely at other 
programs but ultimately had decided 
on sticking with family ties. 

“I’m excited to be following in the 
steps of  my grandfather who played 
at Western back in the day,” Taylor 
said. 

Taylor, will look to spend quality 
years at Western with the hopes 
of  being drafted into the CFL one 
day, will earn a Business Degree 
simultaneously. His goal is, of  course, 
to win the Vanier Cup. 

As for Mitchell, coach Lio says he’s 
worked hard to be where he is today. 

Mitchell entered the program raw 
and after years of  training with Lio 
in and outside of  the program, Lio 
says he’s gotten better every year. 

“Even through COVID, I’m 
a quarterback guy; I played the 
position and I’ve been coaching it 
for 20-plus years, and ever since he’s 
stepped on campus the only thing 
he’s done is get better.” 

He never missed a session with Lio 
and says it has paid dividends in his 
development. 

“St Mary’s began scouting me 
around the time COVID hit and 
were excellent throughout the whole 
recruiting process. We were in 
constant contact virtually and even 
talked almost every day through text. 
Despite the fact I have still not yet 
been able to see the campus because 
of  COVID, I really feel like it’s the 
right place,” Mitchell said. 

Mitchell commended coach Lio’s 
intelligence both as a competitor 
and an academic leader en- route to 
being a well-prepared athlete for the 
university level. 

“It’s not often you get a head coach 
as a quarterback coach, especially at 
the level that he coaches at. He has 

taught me a lot about the university 
game and has given me a leg up 
on a lot of  my competitors. As an 
academic advisor he has supported 
me since Grade 11 and guided me 
towards the ‘complete man’ which is 
what we strive for at St. Andrews.” 

Mitchell, has always idolized 
Russel Wilson’s style of  play and 
mirrors his quarterback play after 
his. He says every player’s dream is 
to move on to the professional level 
and that’s something he aspires to 
do. 

Both players are immensely excited 
for their football journey to unfold at 
their respective universities.  

SAC athletes Cameron Mitchell and Liam Taylor made their university commitments last week. 

Contributed photos
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The solution
to COVID-19 is
in your hands.

• Wear a face 
covering.

• Keep 2m apart 
from anyone 
outside of your 
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contact to your 
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• Wash your hands 
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Currently at University of Toronto, 
studying Political Science, Annie Yang 
is grateful for the online experience she 
had before attending post-secondary.  “I 
chose to study high school online courses 
so I could accelerate my courses and 
ASK supported my goals.” She further 
suggests that studying online courses 
helped to promote the skills she needs to 
be successful in university studies.  “In 
university, we have to organize our time 
and complete assignments independently 
and that’s what I did when I studied 
online high school.  I feel more prepared 
and I feel like I am more on top of my 
studies compared to my classmates.” 

Raymond Tse is studying Business 
at University of Western Ontario. He 
says that the close connections he built 
with his ASK Online teachers gave him 
the confi dence he needed to stand out 

in his university classes.  “My English 
online teacher was so patient and spent 
so much time answering all my questions.  
She encouraged me to think beyond the 
stories and make connections to my life 
and our society.”  He further indicates 
that his online experience helped prepare 
him for the online studies he is currently 
doing in university. 

Michaela Clarke, now at McMaster 
in Sciences, says that her writing skills 
signifi cantly improved by taking ASK 
Online high school courses.  “By studying 
online high school, I had to focus more on 
my written communication skills and that 
helped me be better prepared for university 
studies where most of the communication 
is in written format.”  

Former ASK Students Grateful for 
the Online High School Experience

ASK
ONLINE CANADA

For more information and to register 
go to www.askonlinecanada.ca

Stanley Cup champion 
receives Key to the Town 

By Robert Belardi 

Mayor Tom Mrakas reached out to 
the Goodrow family to set up a time to 
meet the recent Stanley Cup champion 
and former Aurora resident Barclay 
Goodrow. 

Goodrow happily went to meet the 
Mayor and had no idea about the gift 
he was going to receive. 

“Showing up there I had no idea I 
was going to be presented with the 
Key to the Town and it was really nice 
meeting with Mr. Mrakas and for him 
to present me the key to the Town. It 
was pretty special,” Goodrow told The 
Auroran. 

He becomes the third person to 
receive such a prestigious memento. 
The only other persons to have received 
the key to the town is last-year’s Stanley 
Cup champion Robert Thomas and 
Magna founder Frank Stronach.

Of  course, it is every NHLer’s dream 
is to bring home the cup. But Goodrow 
never anticipated the reaction and 
how it would impact so many people 
following the playoffs. 

“You never envision the reaction 
you’ll get from your hometown or the 
Mayor. The number of  people that 
are following along your career, and 
especially when playoffs hit. It’s a pretty 
cool feeling to know how many people 
are watching and following along. And 
to drive back into Aurora, a place where 
I’ve lived since I was two-years-old and 
to see your name on the (Town’s) sign – 
it is pretty cool.” 

The Lightning defeated the Dallas 
Stars in six games this past year in one 
of  the most unique playoffs to date. 

Goodrow came to the Lightning at 
the trade deadline along with Blake 
Coleman from the New Jersey Devils, 
and he says right from the moment he 
was dealt he knew the players within 
this group mean a lot to each other. 

“Right from the trade, everyone was 
super welcoming, super accepting. I got 
a text from (Steven) Stamkos and (Victor) 
Hedman right away. Jon Cooper called 
me. It was just very welcoming and I 
knew it was going to be a very tightly 
knit group and that’s what you need to 
win the Stanley Cup and playoff  series. 
You need a team that’s going to go the 
extra mile for each other.” 

Goodrow was brought in to this 

team and slotted into the third line with 
Yanni Gourde and Blake Coleman. He 
says the line was a given a role to play 
and that had done so successfully.

Now at home in Canada, Goodrow 
says the farther the team went in the 
playoffs the better the sacrifice was 
of  eating restaurant food and being 
sequestered from everyone else.

He still has yet to experience the 
lifestyle in Tampa Bay, having just 
moved into his new home on the day 
the season was cancelled in March. 

When his parents, Janice and John, 
going into the bubble to watch the team 
play and be a part of  the Inside the 
Bubble series, celebrating this Stanley 
Cup win with his family was something 
he will never forget. 

“It was pretty special. Just knowing 
what they have done to put me in this 
position to be able to play a sport that I 
love for a living. It wouldn’t be possible 
if  it weren’t for them. I know there was 
a lot of  hoops and hurdles they had to 
cross to get into the bubble. I think they 
would have done it no matter what they 
had to do,” Goodrow said. 

“When that moment came to 
celebrate with them, it was pretty 
special. It’s a moment I think none of  
us will forget for the rest of  our lives.” 

As for the rest of  the offseason, 
Goodrow is happy to be back in Canada 
with the family, training here north of  
the border and enjoying some home-
cooked meals. 

He says he will return to Tampa 
Bay when the time is right as the NHL 
tirelessly works to put the players back 
out on the ice. 

The NHL is looking to return in 
January. 

It’s a pretty cool feeling to  
know how many people are 

watching and following along. 
And to drive back into Aurora,  
a place where I’ve lived since  
I was two-years-old and to  
see your name on the sign  

– it is pretty cool.
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Country Day School student puts new spin on  
online learning programs

By Robert Belardi 

Back in March when students made the 
challenging transition from the classroom 
to online learning, Sophia Joffe wasn’t 
fazed. The Country Day School student 
(in Grade 11 at the time), was intrigued 
with the concept of  learning from home. 
However, marvelling at the new norm 
didn’t last long. 

“It was really saddening for me to realize 
that this was the future for me and for a 
long time. There was a lot of  uncertainty 
of  when it would stop,” Joffe said. 

She couldn’t believe this was the next 
step in education. She thought following 
the two-week closure she would be back in 
the classroom – and look how that turned 
out. 

She began to notice disparities with 
online learning.

Joffe’s schedule isn’t based on semesters. 
She was juggling seven courses per day. 
She began researching comprehensive 
educational sites to help out with some of  
her classes and, after looking at government 
resources, she quickly learned there wasn’t 
much help in Canada and the United 
States. 

“The difference between the way I felt 
and my emotion between in-school and 
online is the lack of  social interaction and 
not be able to talk about different things 
with my teachers and my peers and just the 
people around me; just having a routine, 
waking up and going to school and doing 
my homework,” she said. 

“It’s something that we take for granted 
and we don’t realize how important it is to 
have a routine until it’s taken away from 
you.” 

She concluded online classes were too 
much for her. She assumed it would be too 
much for everyone. By the time the end of  
the school year rolled around, Joffe wanted 
to make a difference and fill a hole that was 
the uncertainty of  this learning method. 

In the summer, Joffe contacted the 
CEO of  Airtable expressing her interest 
in changing the game for online learning. 
The company agreed and provided a free 
subscription. 

Joffe began to organize reliable 
sources for online learning from Junior 
Kindergarten all the way to post-secondary 
school. 

She developed a website to promote her 
content using Carrd, and is the founder of  
elearn.fyi. 

She sought another free subscription 
with the software BombBomb, which 
enables a user to embed a video inside of  
an email without the use of  a hyperlink. 
She sent her pitch off  to many other 
companies and media, getting an idea who 
might be interested. 

She began to develop more contacts and 
became tightly woven with the company 
Meltwater. She emailed the CEO Jorn 
Lyseggen and the company provided a free 
subscription to the site to help her grow her 
entity and build connections. What was 
normally a $15,000/year subscription for 
this site was all at her disposal. 

“I have an advisor they paired me 
with. Someone who is into not-for-profit 
organizations and she helped me find 
these contacts and gave me a lot of  advice 
and move forward with what I was doing,” 
Joffe said. 

Joffe earned herself  a spot in the New 
York Times. She began marketing further 
with the help of  Meltwater. Over 3,000 
emails later, something did come out of  it. 

Her concept blew up. It took a while, 
but she did it and landed interviews with 
various media companies across the 
country and in a special segment on CBS. 

The Thornhill resident, and now 
Grade 12 student, says she has over 10,000 
visitors in over 90 countries and over 1,000 
cities. Her setup on AirTable has over 250 
websites and tools for online learners to 
use. 

“It’s so crazy to see how big this has 

gotten and it just made me realize how 
much of  a need there is for this. It’s really 
changed me as a student and changed my 
perspective on online learning and the 
pandemic,” Joffe said. 

“I think I found a sliver of  hope and 
I found a good part in everything bad. I 
think that it’s a lot of  hope for people and it 
shows there’s something good to be made 
in every bad situation. That’s a very big life 
lesson that I’ve learned and I’m glad I’m 
able to help so many people.” 

Joffe says governments can adapt to 

online learning methods in the same 
fashion companies such as Netflix cater to 
users’ interests. 

There are platforms out there and 
she says online learning is here to stay. 
Adapting to the new way of  education 
might change the minds of  politicians 
to cultivate a beneficial system for young 
learners who are experiencing educational 
losses because of  the virtual switch. 

And if  this is here to stay it’s time to 
make it better, for the good of  all young 
learners. 

Sophia Joffe
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From page 4Listen to the
voice of reason.
First-time homeownership
is more than a dream in Barrie.

Register to receive updates and book a virtual appointment.

MyUrbanBarrie.ca

*Low deposit structure valid for Urban Towns only, totalling a down payment of $50,000 spread over 18 months after deposit
of $5,000 on signing. See website for details. Offer valid until the product is sold out. Prices & specifications subject to change
without notice. Renderings are artist's concept only. E. & O. E. © PACE Developments 2020. All rights reserved.

FROM THE LOW

EASY DEPOSIT STRUCTURE
STARTING AT

$500s
Towns in Barrie

right beside the GO Train

$5,000
DOWN + 18 x $2,500/month*

Low-interest rates

Presentation centre temporarily
closed due to social distancing.

It's now easier to qualify for a mortgage and 
own a 3-bedroom home for less than renting 
a 1-bedroom apartment in the GTA.

2024 closings
Secure today's price and see your investment 
grow in value over time while you save until 
your new home is ready. 

First-time buyer incentives
There are many options available, such as 
tax-rebates and the opportunity to use your 
RRSP for your deposit. 

grass beside the trail to intentionally hang 
the bag on a small branch sticking out from 
the tree trunk.

So, they’d rather tramp through deep, 
dense grass to hang it on the tree. They’d 
rather do that than carry the bag back with 
them to their car.

That was yesterday, and on the walk in 
from the car we’d already seen five poo 
bags on or beside the trail in various states 
(tramped on, broken open, etc.).

Up until recently, when there has been 
such an increase in them, I’ve thought 
“Oh well, they’re probably on their walk 
and will pick it up on their way back out 
to their car.”

But the state of  the bags, and in 
particular the one in the tree and in the 
pumpkin (and, of  course, the ones in the 
green bins, etc.) make it quite clear that 
they have no intention of  taking their dog’s 
poop home!

I’m super-tired of  seeing dog poop bags 
all over the place.

Thanks again to those of  you who act in 
a mature, decent manner. Unfortunately, 
the others could lead people to have less 
than positive feelings about dog-owners, 
which is very, very sad.

Kathryn Lloyd
Aurora

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR

Wednesday, November 11, was a very different kind of Remembrance Day at the Cenotaph as the Royal Canadian Legion and Town of Aurora hosted a ceremony for a limited number of participants due to the 
global pandemic. As Aurorans unable to attend dialled up the live-streamed ceremony, invited participants answered the call to remember the fallen. (Top Row) Nursing veteran Dorothy Gummersall. Placing 
the wreaths. Legion president Lori Hoyes leads the service. (Second Row) Participating in the ceremony were Newmarket-Aurora MPP Christine Elliott, Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev, 
Newmarket-Aurora MP Tony Van Bynen, members of the Queen’s York Rangers, who also formed an honour guard, Mayor Tom Mrakas, King Councillor Avia Eek and Whitchurch-Stouffville Councillor Ken 
Ferdinands. (Third Row) A dove release was picture-perfect. The Royal Canadian Legion Colour Guard marched on and (below) off the grounds to signal the beginning and end of the ceremonies. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Aurorans gather to Remember the fallen
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Edgewood Suites by FLATO Developments will have spacious 
STUDIOS, ONE-BEDROOM and TWO-BEDROOM RENTALS 
available right here in Grey County’s Dundalk.

Be surrounded by nature and close to everything you need in town. 
Stay in and enjoy the building’s incredible amenities and activities.

RESERVE NOW!

EdgewoodSuites.ca

Experience the lifestyle you’ve always dreamed about!
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Have you been 
dreaming about 
retirement and 
wondering how  
to stay in the place 
you’ve always  
called home?

Now you can!
Artist’s Concept  

All renderings are artist’s concept. Prices and specification subject to change without notice. E. & O. E. 

Email: INFO@CAPTAINREALESTATE.CA Phone number: 416-848-2000

BALLANTRAE CUSTOM 
CABINETS INC.

HOME OFFICES, CLOSETS 
MURPHY BEDS, WALL UNITS 

KITCHENS

5906 KING ROAD, NOBLETON 905-558-2227
www.ballantraecustomcabinets.ca

Proudly locally manufactured.
Family owned and operated.

Custom designs created and 
built  just for you

“It is so easy to forget, but we try to keep our 
memories clear”
Aurora Remembers 
amid global 
challenge

“What do they say? Old soldiers 
don’t die, they just fade away.”

These were the poignant words 
shared by Carl Bedal as he waited for a 
very different kind of  Remembrance 
Day observance to get underway at 
the Aurora Cenotaph last Wednesday 
morning.

Remembrance Day is often a very 
busy day for the Naval veteran of  the 
Second World War.

A frequent speaker at local schools 
to teach up-and-coming generations 
about the realities of  conflict, he has 
spent the last few years at special 
services held at the nearby Rick 
Hansen Public School alongside his 
fellow veterans residing at Chartwell 
Hollandview Trail.

As these services were cancelled 
to outside guests this year due to the 
global pandemic, Mr. Bedal joined a 
number of  his fellow veterans at the 
Aurora Cenotaph for a very different 
kind of  ceremony reflecting our 
current reality.

Hosted by the Royal Canadian 
Legion, the local service was open 
to 25 invited guests with the public 
encouraged to watch proceedings 
from home via live-streaming. With 
a number of  wreaths pre-laid at the 
War Memorial by Legion members, 
invited guests including local MPs 
Leona Alleslev and Tony Van Bynen, 
MPP Christine Elliott, and Mayor 
Tom Mrakas, stood in assigned places 
on the Peace Park lawn waiting for 
their turn to pay tribute to the fallen.

As they assembled, Mr. Bedal was 
in a reflective mood.

“I am glad to see these traditions 
carry on,” he said. “It is one way 
that we remember the past.”

Before heading out for the 
commemorations, he stopped to 
look at a photograph included in a 
special display curated by staff  at his 
residence.

“There were 21 of  us,” he says 
of  his fellow veterans in the photo. 
“There are now seven. That’s the 
way it goes with us. What do they 
say? Old soldiers don’t die, they just 
fade away.”

Fortunately, Mr. Bedal is showing 
no signs of  simply fading away.

Rather than going back to 
the Legion for the traditional 
Remembrance Day lunch, another 
casualty of  the pandemic, his 
afternoon was booked for a remote 
talk with GTA students.

“I am going out to a school via 
Skype, so it is possible [to reach 
students this time of  year], but it 
is not easy to do that,” he shared. 
“What I want them to remember 
is we lost a lot of  young men and 
women in that war and we don’t want 
them forgotten. There is no glory to 
war anymore. It is a dreadful thing. 
They might as well know the reality 
of  that. That is the important thing 
– it is so easy to forget. So easy. But 
we’ll try to keep our memories clear 
enough.”

As she prepared her wreath, 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
MP Leona Alleslev was doing the 
same.

A retired member of  the Royal 
Canadian Air Force herself, 

Remembrance Day is an occasion 
which has personal and immediate 
resonance. 

“Obviously, this is challenging 
because we, as a community, want 
to Remember together, and the 
act of  Remembrance is something 
we do in the company of  others 
as much as we do on our own,” 
she shared. “That is a significant 
piece that is missing [this year] but 
it doesn’t in any way diminish the 
importance and the necessity of  the 
act of  Remembrance. We can all 
keep those who served and all those 
who do serve for the freedom in our 
hearts and take a moment to pause 
and reflect.”

Ms. Alleslev said she was going 
to particularly reflect on the life of  

Navy Lt. Chris Saunders who served 
on HMCS Chicoutimi. A friend of  
hers, he was on the minds of  many as 
his mother represented generations 
of  parents in Ottawa as this year’s 
Silver Cross Mother.

“I think the most important part 
of  our act of  Remembrance is not 
only remembering what they fought 
and died for, but to protect and 
preserve it because it was a gift 
that they gave us and it is now our 
responsibility to hold the torch high 
and to protect and preserve those 
freedoms, democracy, our way of  life 
for the next generation,” said Ms. 
Alleslev. “It is easy to forget when 
we’re in times of  peace, but peace is 
fragile and we must be vigilant or we 
risk losing it.”

Veteran Carl Bedal, second from left, salutes alongside comrades after laying a wreath at the Cenotaph on Wednesday.    Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Cultural Centre continues redevelopment of season 
after initial successes

It was a return to some degree of  
normalcy as a limited number of  music 
lovers found their seats at the historic 
Aurora Armoury last month for a 
concert from musician Royal Wood.

Seated in small groups for music and 
a meal, it was the first indoor ticketed 
event of  the Aurora Cultural Centre’s 
2020-2021 Fall Season, the first of  what 
they hoped would be many indoor and 
live-streamed events for the community.

But, just a couple of  weeks later, new 
health restrictions from the Province in 
response to the global pandemic all but 
scuttled the plans the Centre had in place 
once again, and they’re now working 
diligently to re-think their performing 
and visual arts season as socially-distant 
in-person classes continue.

“There was a joy in people being able 
to come back again in arts expression,” 
says Jane Taylor of  the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. “It was palpable at both our 
outdoor event [for Culture Days in 
September] with Tribal Vision Dance 
and indoors with Royal Wood. Royal 
Wood was a big step for us. We just had 
a phenomenal response back from the 
public saying, ‘I have no suggestions to 
make [in order to make it] feel like a 
better or safer event. This felt normal 
after so many months.’”

Nobody, she says, complained 
about having to wear masks when not 
eating or drinking, nor being unable 
to accommodate all their friends at the 
same table. Instead, there was a sense 
of  gratitude from artists and ticket-
holders alike.

“It has been something of  a mutual 
admiration society, saying, ‘We have 
taken every step to hopefully make this 
as safe as possible, but we’re also in a 

go-forward position,’” says Ms. Taylor, 
adding live-streaming, a new option 
for the Aurora Cultural Centre, proved 
particularly popular. “It was a thrill… 
seeing and hearing from our audience 
across North America and seeing 
their comments on the joy of  seeing a 
beloved artist. By the same token, my 
live audience said how proud they were 
that Aurora was being beamed across 
North America. 

“The other surprising thing for 
me was how many locals chose the 
livestream option. It makes perfect 
sense because when you’re delivering 
in-person programming, it is for people 
who are ready to return to in-person 
programming. It was telling how many 
people in Aurora chose this option.” 

Despite the success of  this season 
launch, which included all health 
protocols, and a few extras, including 
creative videos made by the Aurora 
Cultural Centre to drive these protocols 
home, they are now in a holding pattern 
for live entertainment as new cases of  
COVID-19 surge in a second wave.

According to Cultural Centre 
Executive Director Suzanne Haines, 
they are eyeing virtual performances 
this December, including one classical 
concert and one Christmas concert 
to ring in the season, including fan 
favourites.

“Jane and I planned these incredible 
concerts that we have had to either 
push back or cancel – and that is okay, 
we understand the situation, so now we 
are down to two possible concerts event 
in December,” says Ms. Haines. “That 
is the reality we face. In this time, we are 
looking at a virtual concert experience: 
what can we do that is just purely a 
virtual experience for our emerging 
artists? We have a number of  emerging 
artists we have worked with through the 
years, and we would love to be able to 

support these live artists by getting a fee 
into their hands for them to be doing 
a concert for Aurora, York Region and 
anyone who wants to access it virtually. 

“Overall, I would say our timelines 
seem to have shrunk. We need to pull 
something together in three weeks when 
we’re used to programming twelve to 
eighteen months in advance, and that is 
significant for in-person events.”

But programming continues. Their 
virtual galleries are still running, giving 
a digital look at exhibitions that have 
been installed in the Centre’s temporary 
gallery space at Town Hall, which is also 
waiting for the moment they are able to 
open back up to the public. In-person 
arts classes are also continuing at a very 
limited capacity at the Armoury.

“When we set up our in-person 
education classes, we had already limited 
the size of  those classes to nine, so luckily 
the in-person education programs at 
the Armoury have been able to move 
forward,” says Ms. Haines. “What we 
found [after we finished our first group 

classes] is we had such a positive and 
incredibly emotional response to the 
fact people can get back into the kind of  
artistic practice they have enjoyed with 
us. All of  our protocols are vetted by 
York Region Public Health, which raises 
our confidence. The education program 
is still moving forward cautiously. With 
Stage 2 with only 9 people we are still 
able to move that program ahead.

I have these surges of  pride as we 
work together and build something. 
We’re in uncertain times, so the ability 
to live and work within that uncertainty 
and be flexible and understanding and 
willing to come back to the table over 
and over again with new information 
– kudos to the team that everyone is 
willing to do that and I think it is a very 
special group of  people, highly skilled, 
and just with this incredible acumen 
around their own roles that make it 
really slick. It is not painless, but with 
joy and with a real interest in serving 
the community. A super-special group 
of  people.”

Royal Wood, left, is pictured performing at the Aurora Armoury last month, the kick-off to the Aurora 
Cultural Centre’s indoor fall season.                 Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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CROSSWORD

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
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Aurora moving towards recording 
closed-door meetings

Aurora is making tentative steps towards 
recording closed-door meetings of  Council. 

Council is set to consider a 
recommendation from staff  this week to 
proceed with the recording of  closed session 
meetings following the approval of  a motion 
from Councillor Michael Thompson this 
past summer to report back on the logistics 
of  doing so for all closed session meetings in 
the future.

This is an idea that has been around 
the Council table multiple times before, 
but Councillor Thompson cited 
recommendations from the Ontario 
Ombudsman stating that recordings of  all 
meetings – both open and closed – ensure 
a complete record and help closed meeting 
investigators review proceedings if  anything 
is called into question.

“Obviously, we always try to conduct 
meetings in [the] open as much as possible,” 
he said, noting some of  the circumstances, 
such as land acquisitions and matters 
pertaining to identifiable individuals, where 
Closed Session meetings are required 
under the Municipal Act. “But sometimes 
there are concerns expressed with regards 
to whether or not there are any untoward 
actions or concerns with regards to it, 
maybe people aren’t really supportive of  the 
decision and they question that… anybody 
can go to the Ombudsman or a member of  
the public can ask for a meeting investigator 
[to look at] whether or not Council properly 
followed the rules.

“I have talked about this from the first 
term on and put this forward that I think it 
is in our best interest to ensure that, should 
we ever be the unfortunate subject of  an 
investigation, whether warranted or not, 
we have the ability to defend ourselves 
properly by audio recording the meeting so 
that there is no question that we’re following 
the advice of  our Solicitor, our Clerk, and 
our CAO that the meeting was conducted 
properly under the appropriate [section of] 
the Municipal Act.”

Underscoring the history behind his 
motion, Councillor Thompson referenced 
other local lawmakers, including 2006-
2010 councillor Alison Collins Mrakas, 
who advocated for such recordings, as well 
as staff  reports from 2015 by the Town’s 

former solicitor outlining the pros, cons 
and concerns surrounding the recording of  
meetings.

“I think all of  that needs to be addressed,” 
Councillor Thompson continued, “but 
year after year I have seen more and more 
municipalities within Ontario moving 
towards audio and/or video recording of  
Closed Session and they have been able to 
adopt policies and practices to address all 
of  those concerns. From my perspective, I 
don’t see any reason why we cannot take a 
look at those and adopt some of  those best 
practices to address some of  those concerns 
and put the Town in the best light to ensure 
there are no questions when we go into 
Closed Session with regards to the validity 
and legality of  doing so.”

Although Council approved the motion 
on the table, they said they were looking 
forward to seeing the information that will 
be provided in the subsequent report now 
due to come back to the table before the end 
of  2020, before making a final decision.

“I do like the fact it is a recommendation 
on policies and it was more around security, 
investigative and more protection of  
making sure that we’re doing our jobs and 
the integrity of  what we’re being elected 
to do,” said Councillor Rachel Gilliland. 
“I would be interested in knowing the 
appropriateness of  the situation from staff  
[so] it is not necessarily something we’re 
enacting, it is coming back with a report 
with the recommendations [on] what would 
make sense for us.”

Added Councillor Harold Kim: “I 
would be in support not only with having 
audio recordings [to] help protect the Town 
and its citizens, but it also protects us as 
individual Councillors, as well.”

Mayor Tom Mrakas also noted his 
support, which extends back to his first term 
on Council from 2014 – 2018.

“I think it is something important,” he 
said. “As I stated earlier [in a discussion 
around a property acquisition related to 
Library Square] what is said back there 
is exactly what I would say out here. It is 
protection not only for Council members, 
[but] for residents and for the Town as a 
whole.

“I think it is something we need to do. 
It is the right step and I am glad that we’re 
hopefully [moving] in this direction after the 
motion this evening.”
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At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, but if you want to 

be there when they do... advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory      

Call 905-727-3300   Ext. 102 to book your ad

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

PROPANE

RENOVATION

WATER

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Home Remodeling • Electrical Plumbing  
Kitchen & Bathrooms
Finished Basement  

All Flooring Tiles • Hardwood Laminate
..Drywall • Painting 

Deck & Fences 

A&A IDEAL 
RENOVATION

416-219-4530  
Alex 416-625-4441

No job to small! 

Fully licensed and insured 
One year warranty on all labour

THINGS 
You Ought To Know

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25
Towns of  York Toastmasters will hold a Zoom 

meeting this evening from 7 – 9 p.m. Towns of  York 
Toastmasters is an Inclusive, Supportive, Welcoming 
and Fun Toastmasters Club with a track record 
of  Distinguished Club Achievements and Award-
Winning Members. We foster Leadership and Public 
Speaking skills which build confidence and success. 
We meet on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Wednesday of  the 
Month from 7 – 9 p.m. Visiting a club is the exciting 
first step to building a better you and you can still visit 
us from the comfort of  your own home! Guests are 
always welcome to attend. If  you are interested, please 
contact us to plan your first online visit by emailing 
our VP of  Membership Kevin Grellette at vpm@
townsofyork.org. By providing your email address, we 
can send a link that will allow you to join our meeting.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28
SANTA UNDER THE STARS – Don’t miss the 

annual night time tradition of  the Santa Under the 
Stars Parade. Witness the parade like never before 
from the warmth and comfort of  your very own car. 
On November 28 between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m., take 
a trip around the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
parking lot to see beautifully decorated floats and, of  
course, the jolly Man in Red himself. To learn more 

about the parade, including how to register for your 
time slot, visit aurora.ca/santaparade.

DECEMBER 4 – 6
Celebrate the magic of  the holiday season with 

your family and loved ones at the first of  two weekends 
for Aurora’s Christmas Market presented by Healthy 
Planet. This year’s market will be in the Aurora Town 
Park for two weekends in December. The market 
will be filled with good cheer, fantastic vendors and 
so much more! Make sure to come back each day to 
explore a new selection of  festive vendors. December 
4 – 6 from 5 p.m. 9.30 p.m. For more information 
on Aurora’s Christmas Market, please visit aurora.ca/
christmasmarket.

DECEMBER 11 – 13
Celebrate the magic of  the holiday season with 

your family and loved ones at second of  two weekends 
for Aurora’s Christmas Market presented by Healthy 
Planet. This year’s market will be in the Aurora Town 
Park for two weekends in December. The market 
will be filled with good cheer, fantastic vendors and 
so much more! Make sure to come back each day to 
explore a new selection of  festive vendors. December 
11 – 13 from 5 p.m. 9.30 p.m. For more information 
on Aurora’s Christmas Market, please visit aurora.
ca/christmasmarket.

The Government of  Canada has 
made investments to promote the 
use of  electric vehicles locally and 
to further protect drinking water 
as flooding continues to increase in 
York Region.

Last week, Newmarket-Aurora MP 
Tony Van Bynen announced the Feds 
had made an investment of  $350,000 
to help fund 70 chargers for electric 
vehicles in all nine York Region 
municipalities.

“It is about giving Canadians the 

Feds invest in charging stations, water improvements
confidence that buying these vehicles 
won’t mean giving up convenience or 
limiting their range of  travels,” said 
Mr. Van Bynen in the announcement, 
which was made over Zoom on 
November 9. It is a key part of  
our government’s commitment to 
building a cleaner economy.

“Transportation is essential to 
[this] because 25 per cent of  Canada’s 
greenhouse gas emissions come 
from vehicles we drive. That is why 
we have set an ambitious goal that 
by 2040, 100 per cent of  light duty 
vehicles sold in Canada will produce 
zero emissions. Today is part of  the 

$600 million we have announced 
over the past four years to transform 
the way we power vehicles that 
move our people and goods around 
our towns and cities and across our 
country. This includes investments to 
build a national network for charging 
stations for electric vehicles as well 
as establishing hydrogen stations in 
metropolitan centres and natural gas 
refuelling stations along key freight 
corridors.”

Heralding last week’s 
announcement was York Region 
Chair Wayne Emmerson who said 
it dovetailed with the Region’s key 
strategic priority of  achieving zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2051.

“As an organization, we have 
long been a leader in taking steps to 
reduce energy consumption through 
innovation and forward-thinking,” 
he said. “Over the last several years, 
Regional Council has invested in 
green technology to reduce our 
carbon footprint. With the support 
of  our Federal partners and the 
Canadian Urban Transit Research 
and Innovation Consortium, York 
Region has been piloting six electrical 
buses to reduce fuel consumption and 
gain hands-on experience in the field 
of  electric transit vehicles. We are 
also taking steps to integrate hybrid 
and electric plug-in vehicles into 
our corporate fleet. We believe in a 
clean energy future for our growing 
population.

“Today’s investment is part of  
a $900,000 infrastructure project 

to support public demand for zero 
emission vehicles. The 70 charging 
stations to be installed at various 
locations across the Region will be 
available to anyone, including York 
Regional staff  and the public.”

This investment wasn’t the only 
measure made by the Federal 
Government last Monday towards a 
greener future for York Region.

$18.1 million will be coming to York 
for measures related to protecting 
local water supplies from extreme 
weather. The funds are earmarked 
from the Federal Government’s 
Disaster Mitigation & Adaptation 
Fund (DMAF), with the Regional 
Municipality of  York contributing a 
further $27 million.

“The northern York Region’s water 
supply, which is primarily sourced 
from lake water, is regularly impacted 
by extreme weather,” said the Region 
in a statement. “The investment in 
groundwater treatment upgrades 
will improve the long-term reliability 
and robustness of  the interconnected 
local groundwater supply system that 
is located in four communities.”

Added Mr. Emmerson: “Like most 
communities around the world, York 
Region is experiencing the impacts of  
climate change. Through the support 
of  our federal partners, we continue 
to invest in critical infrastructure 
improvements to build resiliency in 
York Region’s groundwater supply 
system while also safeguarding the 
health of  residents today and in the 
future.”
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FOR SALE

SERVICES DEATH NOTICE

WANTED

HELP WANTED

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

S H E R W O O D 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
GROUP. Trusted 
Tree Maintenance and 
Removal. Free estimates. 
647-400-6998 or 647-
323-1913 Specializing in 
Aerial Pruning, Arborists 
reports, urban tree and 
stump removal and much 
more!

Offer valid through December 31 2020. Not to be used with any other offers.

Save $100 

www.askonlinecanada.ca
info@askonlinecanada.ca   416-735-5547

ASK
ONLINE CANADA

Over 50 courses Grades 9-12. Globally accepted by universities and colleges. 
Teachers available to help on your schedule. FROM HOME!

Your accredited online   
Learning Partner

WANTED: a stationary 
bicycle and treadmill.  In 
good working condition. 
Call 905-751-9817

4 SNOW TIRES no 
rims, Michelin used 2 
years  215/60R17/96T. 
Call 905-751-9817.

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

A L T E R A T I O N S : 
King City area. Providing 
alterations for any leather 
goods, sheepskin coats, 
bags etc. I do pick up and 
delivery if  necessary. For 
more information, please 
call 416-703-4663

YEARS

Dorothy “Dody” Lorrayne Fry was born June 27th, 1929 in Toronto Ont. She attended high school in Timmins Ontario. 
After university she moved to Aurora at the age of 26 & started her family. She raised three children & lived the rest of 
her life in the Aurora community. She passed away peacefully on October 29th, 2020 at the age of 91. She was 
physically in remarkable health, but sadly the horrid disease of Alzheimer’s robbed her of all willingness to live any 
longer. 

DOROTHY “Dody” LORRAYNE FRY

 Dody lost her father, Frederick Fry to complications from Malaria when she was two years old. Her mom, Katherine Maria (Kit) Fry-Beadman (nee 
Horlock) for most of Dody’s early life was a single mother & worked relying on Dody’s older siblings Robert (Bob) Fry, Edward (Ted) Fry, & Kathleen (Kay) 
Henderson-Cross to help. As a young girl Dody spent summers with her sister Kay & husband Russ in their cabin near Virginiatown, Ont. swimming, 
canoeing & annual climbs for blueberry picking around Mt. Cheminis. This all helped shape her like of salty, rustic outdoorsy characters. She had a deep 
love & connection with nature, animals & gardening. Her mother remarried when Dody was in elementary school to Phillip Beadman & relocated to the 
mining town of Timmins, Ont.  In 1950 Dody graduated high school & enrolled in nursing school at Western University. She enjoyed the camaraderie 
of her dormitory friends while living in Brescia Hall. Nursing was a perfect profession & set her on a life-long path of service with appreciation for & the 
expression of human empathy. She moved to Montreal to intern at The Royal Victoria Hospital & thrived in her new career as a pediatric nurse. Her life 
evolved from career-minded to family-centered after meeting a charismatic young man & soon to be husband, Leonard Rosenberg. Putting her career 
goals aside she raised a family of three children. Dody was actively engaged in her children’s schools, the Aurora community & tirelessly supported her 
husband’s career as an independent businessman & accountant. 

Dody is survived by her children Cyndy Skillins (nee Rosenberg) husband Peter, David/Jake Fry wife Beth Seaton & Richard (Ric) Fry wife Ghretta 
Hynd & grand daughters Kate Fry & Macy Fry. She also had close ties with her nieces & nephews, Kathy Robertson, John, Rob & Russ Henderson, Ryan 
Henderson, Bobbie Fry & Barbara Burger who all stayed close with her throughout their lives.

When her children grew up & left for university Dody started helping friends design & decorate their homes. This hobby turned into a full-time business 
after her divorce which she pursed into her 70’s. Dody lived a full life during these years. She built her own log cabin home with the help of her sons. She 
also enjoyed a few summer years on Bone Island, Georgian Bay in a small A-frame cottage she built. Filled with her love of gardening, animals & family 
gatherings, Dody poured her heart into her home creating a welcoming sanctuary. 

Memories were a constant focus of Dody’s life. She loved family stories: Robert’s mining exploits, Ted’s career as Fire Chief in Toronto, her sister’s 
lifelong energy as well as all her nephews & nieces’ lives. It is with great irony that her last years deprived her of all memory.  We, her children, would 
like to send sympathy & courage to all who suffer from Alzheimer’s Disease. We have found this to be a cruel & heartless experience for our mom.  We 
wish her & everyone else suffering likewise, some peace. 

 
Dody is buried in the Aurora Cemetery aside her mom. In the Spring Dody’s favourite season the family hope to have a celebration of life.

The family would like to thank all who have been supportive & good friends to our mother.  

Special thank you with great appreciation is sent to Memory & Company in Markham Ontario.Thank You 
Carriers for delivering 

THE AURORAN 
during these  

challening times
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Helping men dance 
since 2002.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA


