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THAT’S A WRAP, PARTNER! – Young Benjamin Watts, joined by Brian and Claudia, 
put a western spin on Hallowe’en to help the Aurora Farmers’ Market draw a curtain on their 
2020 Outdoor Market season. For more on the Market’s final day of the year, see Page 15.   
                   Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Bloomington land offered for long-
term care residence: Province
Government move 
“concerning,”  
says Mayor

Surplus land owned by the 
Province near the northwest corner of  
Bloomington and Yonge could be the 
site of  a future 128-bed long-term care 
home.

Last week, the Province announced 
its intentions to put the land on the 
market for the construction of  a new 
seniors’ residence.

“We are delivering on our 
commitment to transition our seniors 
from waitlists to modern long-term 
care homes, providing a warm and safe 
environment with the quality of  care 
they deserve,” said Minister of  Long-
Term Care Dr. Merrilee Fullerton in a 
statement. “This new home will allow 
our loved ones to enter long-term care 

homes sooner and ease hallway health 
care in local hospitals.”

The announcement was also heralded 
by Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
MPP Michael Parsa, who said, “This 
is an exciting announcement that will 
bring additional long-term care beds 
to our community. The additional beds 
will provide the care that our seniors 
need and deserve.”

The land in question has long been 
eyed by the Town of  Aurora.

Service 
with Trust 

and  
Integrity.

ERIC SKILLINS
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

416.988.0209
DIRECT

Community rallies 
to send poignant 
cards to soldiers

If  this were an ordinary year, people 
from across the community, including 
students sitting at their desks, would be 
diligently setting pen to paper – or, more 
accurately, setting pen to card.

As has been the case year in and year 
out for more than decade, they weren’t 
Christmas wish lists or class assignments; 
rather, they were poignant holiday 
greetings for members of  the Canadian 
Armed Forces stationed at home and 

Continued on page 13

Oakridges
FASHION INC.

‘

Here to help you 
with your holiday shopping

14800 Yonge Street  |  The Aurora Shopping Centre  
905 726.4063  |  www.oakridgefashions.com

Boxes • Wrapping • Gift Cards.

Let the Giving Begin

DISCOVER 
THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Offering JK-12 on 100 acres in King. www.cds.on.ca 
Book your virtual tour today!   905.833.1972  

CDS_earlugs_2020_FINAL.indd   1 2020-07-30   3:01 PM

14845 Yonge Street, Unit 2&3, Aurora, Ontario, Canada, L4G 1N1
T: 905-841-8593    F: 905-841-6430

October 26 - November 22

learn more at Dulux.ca

of Dulux Lifemaster Interior products.

See store associate for more details. 
At participating locations only.

© 2020 PPG Industries, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Dulux and Lifemaster are registered trademarks of AkzoNobel 

The Multi-Colored Swatches Design is a registered trademark of PPG Architectural Finishes, Inc. 
The Clean Air Choice is a registered trademark of the PPG Group of Companies

and are licensed to PPG Architectural Coatings Canada, Inc. for use in Canada only. 

Buy One, Get One 
50% O� ®

On Delux® Lifemaster®

905-751-0533|14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S.

www.barronshome.net

Barrons
Candlelit Nights
Candles both Real & LED

Great Price & Selection
 Thursday Nov 19-26  5-8pm

Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333

Call me today.
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Two policies. One place.
Bundle your car and home insurance. 

BRACES FOR ALL AGES 
Aurora Family Dentistry

Book an appointment call 
905-751-0009

Quality dental care from 
Aurora Family Dentistry

Straighten your smile!
We create great smiles for all ages 

15955 Bayview Ave. Unit-2. Aurora 
South-East corner of Bayview & St. Johns Side Road

www.aurorafamilydentistry.ca

so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 

Beverley Varcoe   905-727-3154

Highly Qualified to Handle Your 
Real Estate Needs with 

Over 25 years of Award Winning service!

Your Community Realty, Aurora 

BROKER, FRI, CRES, SRES 
MVA Market Value Appraiser

Call for a SELLER or BUYER package

bvarcoe@royallepage.ca
www.beverleyvarcoe.com

On November 11, Canadians 
marked Remembrance Day in 
very different ways this year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
– and Aurora residents Louisa 
and Douglas Moores are no 
exceptions. Douglas, 97, a 
Royal Navy veteran who served 
at Normandy, and Louisa, 94, a 
member of the Women’s Land 
Army, put their lives on pause 
for King & Country and found 
love along the way. Having 
celebrated their remarkable 75th 
wedding anniversary this past 
February, the couple, pictured 
Saturday morning outside their 
home at Chartwell Park Place, 
share their story on Page 10. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

HEROES 
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TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING FOR THE OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW 

You are invited to view a Public Planning Meeting of Council which will provide an update on the Official Plan 
Review. The Official Plan Review is an exciting project that will explore and update the policy framework that 
guides growth and physical change across the Town to 2051.

Where:  Online Via the Town of Aurora YouTube page

When:   Tuesday, December 8, 2020

Time:   7:00 p.m.

What is an Official Plan?
The community’s vision for growth and development is implemented through an Official Plan, which is a land 
use planning document for the entire municipality. The Official Plan sets out the goals, objectives and policies to 
manage and direct physical change and the effects on the social, economic, built and natural environment of the 
municipality. 

Why does Aurora need to update the Official Plan now?

The Town of Aurora is initiating a review of its 2010 Official Plan in accordance with Sections 17 and 26 of the 
Planning Act to make sure the policies conform with changes to provincial plans and documents and to ensure 
they continue to reflect the changing needs of the Town.

Dialogue is encouraged
If you wish to speak at the meeting or make a written submission, please contact the Clerk’s Office (contact 
information below). Persons wishing to delegate will be asked to submit a delegation request form, available 
through the Clerk’s Office, no later than 12 p.m. on the day of the meeting. 

Contact
Any inquiries should be directed to Planning and Development Services at 905-727-3123 extension 4226, 
Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., to Edward Terry, Senior Planner via email at ETerry@aurora.
ca. Please visit engageaurora.ca/OPR for more information on the Official Plan Review. 

Personal Information Collection Notice
Comments and feedback, including personal information, collected by the Town in relation to planning proposals, 
studies and applications is collected for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public.  
The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its 
Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Questions about this collection should be directed to 
the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora ON L4G 6J1 905-727-3123.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 12th day of November, 2020.

What’s your plan, Aurora?

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE

TAKE NOTICE THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Aurora intends to 
designate the following property as a property of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter 
O.18, as amended.

28 Wellington Street West
Alfred Love House

Lot 2, Plan 36
Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality of York

The building at 28 Wellington St. West known as “Alfred Love House” was constructed c. 
1883. For nearly seventy years it remained the residence of Alfred Love. The building has 
design or physical value as a fine example of the Second Empire Style of architecture for 
small scale residences. This style is prominently displayed along the main thoroughfare of 
Wellington Street. Its setting has changed little over the past century and a half, which 
makes it one of the finest of the five remaining examples of this architectural style in the 
Town of Aurora.

The building has historical or associative value due to its long connection with Alfred Love 
who served on the Town Council for one year in 1893, and then as the Trustee for the 
local high school. He was also appointed a Justice of the Peace or Magistrate in 1896 and 
worked for the Town in the capacity well into the 20th century. In addition to his work as 
the Magistrate, he performed duties as an assessor and collector for the Town’s taxes. Love 
was noted in a county biographical record published in 1907 for his superb career as a 
public servant. He served on the Public School Board as its Secretary from 1916 until 1941, 
only two years before his death.

The house has some contextual value because of its location within a block of the historic 
down town. At one time, the house’s location along Wellington Street would have made it a 
landmark because of the large lawn at its front and its high location across the street from 
the Fleury Foundry, one of the foundational industries of the Town in the late 19th century.

DETAILED REASONS FOR THE PROPOSED DESIGNATION CAN BE OBTAINED BY 
CONTACTING THE UNDERSIGNED.

Pursuant to Section 29 (5) of the Ontario Heritage Act, any person may, before 4:30 p.m. on 
the December 12, 2020, (within 30 days of the publication of this notice) send by registered 
mail or deliver to the Town Clerk, Notice of Objection to the proposed designation, together 
with a statement setting out the reasons for the objection and all relevant facts. If a Notice 
of Objection is received, the Council of the Town will refer the matter to the Conservation 
Review Board for a hearing.

Further information respecting the proposed designation(s) is available from the Town 
Clerk’s Office upon request.

DATED at Aurora this November 12, 2020.

Michael de Rond, Town Clerk
Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1

AURORA’S

2020 

DECEMBER 4 to 6

DECEMBER 5 AND 12

NEW FESTIVE
VENDORS EACH DAY FAMILY ACTIVITIESHANDS ON

VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS
SPECIAL SURPRISES AND MORE!

DECEMBER 11 to 13
5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. | Aurora Town Park

For admission details and schedule of daily features,
please visit: aurora.ca/christmasmarket

905-726-4762 | #AuroraChristmasMarket
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Proudly sponsored by

AURORA TOWN PARK
49 Wells Street

Presented by
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Deck the Halls
TO U R

AURORA’S  2020

Do you like to decorate for the festive season?
 Can you untangle lights like no other? 

Why not register your home or business in
Aurora’s first ever Deck The Halls Tour.  

The Tour will take place between
December 12 to December 19,

but in order to compete you need to register
by    November 20, 2020

You can win big prizes for this friendly
community-wide competition, which is open

for all residents.
Whether you decorate a house, apartment or

business storefront, you are eligible to register.

aurora.ca/deckthehalls 
905-726-4762 • #AuroraDeckTheHalls

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Holiday Inn Express brings first hotel in a decade to Aurora

OPEN FOR BUSINESS – Participating in the grand opening of Aurora’s new Holiday Inn Express & Suites on Eric T. Smith Way on Thursday afternoon 
were, from left, InterContinental Hotels Group’s Oscar Fernandes, Anto Vrdoljak and Jonathan Lund, Mayor Tom Mrakas, Councillor Michael Thompson, Aldo 
Gottardo (Gottardo Hotel & Resort Inc), and Councillors Rachel Gilliland, Sandra Humfryes and Harold Kim.                                Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Aurora had been without a hotel 
for nearly a decade, but that dearth 
for places to stay came to an end 
Thursday afternoon with the grand 
opening of  the 110 room Holiday Inn 
Express near Highway 404.

Mayor Tom Mrakas, members of  
Council and representatives from 
the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce, 
helped Gottardo Hotel & Resorts 
and InterContinental Hotels Group 
(IHG) formally cut the ribbon on the 
hotel, which first welcomed guests 
just before Thanksgiving.

“This is truly a very exciting 
moment, I think, for the Town as a 
whole,” said Mayor Mrakas at the 
ribbon cutting. “It has been more than 
10 years without a hotel and, first and 
foremost, I would like to thank Aldo 
[Gottardo] for believing in our Town 
and bringing an incredible hotel [to 
the community]. Having a hotel is 
a small piece, I think, of  our overall 
economic development strategy, 
and also part of  our sports tourism 
strategy, to entice major corporations 
and their headquarters to come here 
and open up in the Town of  Aurora, 
you need a hotel and this is an 
exceptional hotel that has been built.”

According to Holiday Inn Express 
and Suites, the new hotel, which is 
located on Eric T. Smith Way, near 
Leslie Street and Don Hillock Drive, 
will “fill the needs of  corporate 
business, leisure and sports travellers 
to York Region.”

The design, they say, was devised to 
offer a “fresh, energetic” atmosphere 
and include amenities to fit the needs 
of  all travellers.

The hotel features an open, pod-
style desk area, flexible seating in 
what they describe as a “great room” 
including community tables with 
built-in wired and wireless charging 
stations, fully equipped guest rooms 
in a variety of  configurations, 
a swimming pool, board room, 
ballroom, fitness area, and an area for 

continental breakfast.
Although ground was broken on 

the hotel well before COVID-19, 
the finished product incorporates 
measures with reduced contact at 
check-in, touchless transactions, 
front desk screens, sanitizer stations, 
visible verification of  sanitized items 
in each guest room, and regular deep-
cleaning of  high-touch surfaces and 
high-traffic areas.

“I just happened to check the guest 
satisfaction scores for Canada and 
this hotel came up #10 in Canada 
and I was just thinking, ‘They just 
opened, how can they already go that 
high?’ It is not only the team, but also 
the product,” said Jonathan Lund, 
Regional VP Canada, Franchise 
Performance Support for IHG, at 
Thursday’s ceremony. “It is not only 
the team but also the product. You 
have done a fabulous job building 
this. I love coming to visit new hotels 
like this. You come in and go ‘wow.’ 
Actually, when you drive up you go, 
‘Wow,’ and then when you arrive this 
great sense of  arrival here – it just 
makes you feel welcome. It is a great 
product and I am so delighted you 
have chosen our brand family.

“This is about getting confidence 
back in travel. We have had a couple 
of  conversations around how do we 
get people feeling good about getting 
back to hotels. As you see, you can 
see visible signs all the way through 
the hotel of  IHG’s efforts to make 
sure everyone feels comfortable 
and confident coming back in – the 
Perspex screens, the sanitizer stations, 
the decluttering of  the guest rooms, all 
of  those things are designed to make 
you feel good. Behind the scenes, 
we have worked with the Cleveland 
Clinic to make sure the chemicals 
we’re using are up to speed so you can 
feel really safe staying in a hotel. At 
the end of  the day, this is the thing we 
have to do the most now to really give 
confidence to our travellers.”

Aurora’s new Holiday Inn Express 
is a first for Gottardo Hotel & Resort, 
Inc., a family-owned business based in 
Toronto. According to Mr. Gottardo, 

when they turned their sights to 
Aurora, they had “confidence they 
had the right spot, the right location, 
and what it took to put a good building 
up and run it properly” – including 
assembling the team led by General 
Manager Guylaine Hache.

“We’re very happy and I am really 
proud of  the building, the way it has 
come out to look, and the operation 
that Guylaine and her cohort have 
put into place,” said Mr. Gottardo. 
“Obviously, we’re all in very difficult 
situations. It is not the most ideal 
situation to be coming out with a hotel, 
but at the end of  the day, this will pass 
and…we will get through this and, as 
a team, we will get through this.

“We look forward to support 
from yourselves, from anyone, quite 
frankly. We are open for business and 
we just have to work together and get 
through this whole scenario.”
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Neighbourhood makes 
Hallowe’en special

Last chance for Aurorans 
to “raise their hands” to 
protect forest: Group

Continued on page 13

Amid COVID-19, families were 
looking to celebrate Hallowe’en a 
little differently and make it special for 
their kids. One such neighborhood to do 
this was Petermann Street in Aurora.  A 
pumpkin carving contest was arranged 
and held on Friday, October 30. 

Sandra Manherz
Aurora

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

It is going to be hard getting used 
to sleeping without the dulcet tones 
of  CNN murmuring softly in my ear. 
As I write this on Sunday evening, 
I look back on the week that was, 
where sleeping with one ear open 
made doing the same thing with one 
eye relatively passe.

I’m sure I’m not alone in this.
When last week’s edition went to 

press on November 3, it seemed all 
but certain that the evening would 
bring anything but uncertainty; 
but who could have foreseen this 
uncertainty would be dragged out as 
long as it was?

Well, there was an inkling and I 
was prepared. It was going to be a 
long slog, so provisions were secured 
well before hand. A footlong sub, a 
bit of  dessert (hey, it was going to be 
the end of  a long work day, election 
or not) and the makings for a few 
adult beverages were all on hand. 
Everything seemed to be set.

That seems laughable in retrospect.
We can all agree that no matter 

your political or philosophical stripes, 
the lead-up to the decision that was 
hoped for last Tuesday was a wild 
ride. We saw political fortunes rise 
and fall, candidates – and their family 
members – weathering personal 
attacks that were unprecedented 
prior to 2016, unbridled levels of  
misinformation and blatant attacks 
on truth, reality and basic decency, 
were just the tip of  the iceberg. 
COVID-19 in this context merits a 
column of  its own, but not this week.

As we neared the finish line, one 
can’t be blamed for feeling some 
degree of  exhaustion.

Nor can one blamed for feeling 
even more dragged out by the middle 
of  Saturday morning.

Tuesday was a rather sleepless 
night after turning in earlier than 
planned (around 3 a.m., truth be 
told) when results seemed to be a 
foregone conclusion. Tucking myself  
in and setting my alarm for what then 
seemed like an ungodly hour (I’m still 
of  this opinion), CNN was turned 
on, the volume set at the absolute 
minimum – just enough to doze off  
while still training an ear to John 
King and the slightest development 
from his so-called magic wall.

Evidently, the volume needed to 
be a bit higher than “1” as the tide 
began to turn overnight and I slept 
through it. That wasn’t going to 

happen again.
For the next few days, American 

network news stations were my 
constant companion as the numbers 
trickled in at a painfully slow pace.

One of  the few respites from 
watching live videos of  volunteers 
shifting ballots from one stack to 
another was the grand opening of  
Aurora’s new Holiday Inn & Suites. As 
dreary as it was outdoors, it was nice 
to have a break from the uncertainty 
– but that only lasted as far as the 
drive over to Eric T. Smith Way. On 
site, it was clear that a good number 
of  the people in attendance for the 
ribbon cutting had been following a 
similar pattern. Not only was it the 
hot button topic of  conversation, the 
TV installed in the entrance, which 
still had that elusive fresh lobby smell, 
was a gathering space as we awaited 
any news on CP24.

No dice.
By Friday, a decision seemed 

nigh. It was clear that the trajectory 
of  votes slowly coming in clearly 
favoured the now President-Elect 
Joe Biden and tentative plans were 
made with American friends to have 
virtual Happy Hour over Zoom to 
decompress, whatever the outcome.

That Zoom meeting came and 
went without anything to celebrate 
or decry, and just before 1 a.m. on 
Saturday morning, we called it a night 
– and went back to bed where we were 
collectively lulled into slumber by the 
now-exhausted but still miraculously 
fresh anchors on CNN and MSNBC.

There were high hopes that 
somebody would get all the marbles 
by morning. I had an appointment 
at 11 a.m. I was particularly 
looking forward to, and having 
that cloud of  uncertainty on that 
unseasonably warm and sunny day 
was not something I particularly 

relished – nor did I relish the fact 
that something vital, important and 
historic might happen when I was out 
after committing to the long haul.

So, what to do?
After getting a lift to Chartwell 

Park Place (formerly Park Place 
Manor) for the appointment in 
question, I made a simple request: a 
signal of  three quick honks from the 
nearby parking lot if  the former Vice 
President ultimately prevailed.

Remembrance Day mask from 
the Royal Canadian Legion firmly 
in place, my temperature taken 
upon arrival, and other health 
screening measures carried out, I 
had the pleasure of  sitting down with 
Normandy veteran Douglas Moores 
and his wife of  75 years, Louisa – 
herself  a “Land Girl” so integral 
to the Commonwealth’s war effort, 
for a chat ahead of  this week’s very 
different Remembrance Day.

Settling into my place on their 
Yonge Street patio while the lovely 
couple came from their apartment 
for a socially-distant interview on 
their wartime contributions, I hoped 
I wouldn’t be distracted by what was 
going on in the rest of  the world.

I wanted to bring 100 per cent to 
the table, just as they had done during 
six unimaginably arduous years of  
the Second World War.

Ultimately, it wasn’t a worry at 
all. As they settled into their seats, 
the couple, accompanied by their 
daughter, held me spellbound as 
they shared their stories. It wasn’t 
lost on me that I was in the presence 
of  heroes and I hung on their every 
word.

It took but a moment to forget what 
had been the primary focus of  my 
week. These were the moments that 
mattered. Theirs were the lessons we 
can all learn from and take to heart. 
These are the people to whom we 
owe unfathomable thanks.

It was about 20 minutes before I 
heard the three quick honks blare out 
from just a short jog away.

Seated at a table with two 
individuals who worked tirelessly for 
the peace, freedoms, and democratic 
principles we enjoy today and 
sometimes take for granted, there 
seemed no more fitting place to 
be when we all learned the results 
of  perhaps the most important 
demonstration in recent memory of  
these principles in action.

We acknowledge the financial support  
of the Government of Canada
Funded by the  

Government  
of Canada

On Tuesday, November 24 at 10 
a.m., the nine-day Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) hearing to 
decide the fate of  the Henderson 
forest will begin. The event will 
be in the form of  a video hearing, 
presenting residents the opportunity 
of  attending virtually and, 
importantly, showing their support 
for the ongoing protection of  these 
lands simply by logging on via a 
video link or phoning in on that first 
morning.

The appellant’s representatives will 
be arguing why four environmental 
sections of  the Zoning By-law 
which protect the entirety of  these 
mature woodlands and Species at 
Risk habitat from site alteration or 
development should be waived in 
order to allow the construction of  
two large estate homes.

The Town, as the opposing party, 
will be challenging this argument, 
supporting the Committee of  
Adjustment’s well-reasoned, 
unanimous decision to refuse these 
applications in May 2019. 

The community has been 
fighting these applications since 
May 2017 due to the significant 
predicted environmental impacts 
which include: the destruction of  
protected mature woodland with the 
certain loss of  hundreds of  mature 
trees; destruction of  protected 
endangered bat habitat, including 
removal of  high quality maternity 
roosting trees; harassment and 
displacement of  wildlife, including 
endangered bats returning from 
hibernation and the “Special 
Concern” Snapping Turtle which 
migrates through the subject lands; 
disruption to protected valleyland; 
drastic levelling of  its protected 
landform; and encroachment into 
the protected buffer for Tannery 
Creek. 

Aurorans have historically 
recognized the value of  preserving 
the urban forests that serve our Town 
but which are fast disappearing. The 
challenge is how to stand up to the 

YEARS
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THIS WEEK’S 
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www.theauroran.com
More  Less  Unsure

Tony Van Bynen, MP 
Newmarket - Aurora 

MP'S REPORT

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Do you support restaurants and gyms re-opening  
under the Province’s new framework?

PREVIOUS POLL

I miss choir, I miss singing, and my 
voice has changed! 

Sounds weird, right? Well, I spend 
some of  my time broadcasting the news 
and weather for a local radio station. 
During that time, I have noticed my 
voice has changed and I don’t think for 
the better.

It sounds deeper and not as light as it 
has been on air before.

Since the pandemic began, all 
activities at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre 
had come to a grinding halt including 
my choir. I have stopped singing.

American musician Billy Joel once 
said, “Music in itself  is healing and 
an explosive expression of  humanity. 
It’s something we are all touched by. 
No matter what culture we’re from, 
everyone loves music.”

Well, most of  us would agree with 
this statement, but there is a tremendous 
therapeutic return in music. You already 
knew that, right? Though you may sense 
that music helps you feel better somehow, 
only recently has science begun to figure 
out why that is.

Listening to music lights up many 
areas of  the brain. In fact, almost no 
brain center is left untouched.

Besides the improvement in health 
and wellbeing, researchers have been 
looking for applications in health care.

For example, helping patients during 
post-surgery recovery or improving 
outcomes for people with Alzheimer’s. 
In some cases, music’s positive impacts 
on health have been more powerful than 
medication!

Can listening to music actually help 
prevent disease? Some researchers think 
so. Do you remember listening to music 
while you studied either in high school 

or university? It helped me, that’s for sure. 
I could actually remember chemistry 
equations better and singing the equations 
to myself  in a sing song way.

There is evidence that music helps with 
memory, especially for those populations 
that have suffered memory loss due to 
illness.

So, given the deep connection we 
have with music, it is unsurprising that 
numerous studies have shown it can 
benefit our mental health.

A 2011 study by researchers from 
McGill University in Canada found that 
listening to music increases the amount 
of  dopamine produced in the brain — a 
mood enhancing chemical — making it 
a worthwhile treatment for depression.  
With this in mind, researchers are 
increasingly investigating whether music 
may aid memory recall in the early stages 
of  dementia.

Just think back to your wedding song, 
or any song that triggered an emotional 
response. We have a deep connection 
to music because it is hardwired in our 
brains and bodies.

If  music was a drug, it would be 
marketable. Music is a non-invasive, 
safe, cheap intervention that should be 
available to everyone undergoing surgery. 
Music therapy is now being encouraged 

in health-care settings, as well.
I can hear some of  you: “But I can’t 

sing, I am tone deaf.” Well, have you ever 
hummed while doing something? You 
hum when you feel good and you feel 
good when you hum.

One thing we know for sure is that 
the more you hum, the better you feel. 
It will help you feel calm and relaxed 
and you may begin to experience the 
healing ability of  your own sound. How 
wonderful is that!

Lastly, please remember you don’t 
have to be a musician in order to hum. 
You don’t even need to be able to carry a 
tune in a bucket. All you need is a voice…
your voice!  So ‘tra, la, la,’ down your hall 
and sing sister, sing!

HAPPENINGS AT THE  
SENIORS’ CENTRE

The Seniors’ Centre is still open, but 
we are on a limited schedule and there 
are very specific safety rules once you 
enter the building. Here are some of  the 
activities that are happening:

Mondays at 9:30 a.m.  
Knotty Knitters
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Movies
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.  
Walking Club (outside)
Thursdays at 1 p.m.   
Creative Colouring
Fridays at 12:45 p.m.  
Bingo

You have to be a member (which can 
be arranged) and you have to reserve 
your spot in advance. You may reserve it 
for two weeks at a time. 

To reserve your spot, phone 905-
726-4767 between 9 am and 3:30 pm 
Monday to Friday.”

The Aurora Museum & Archives 
is celebrating…

Pickle Day 
(November 14)

Pickling has been a food preservation method for over 4,000 years, employed by cultures around the globe to extend the life of 

their harvest. Just about anything can be pickled, with H.J. Heinz Co. advertising their “57 Varieties” of pickles as early as 1896. This 

textured, full-colour “pickle bookmark” pictured here (83.12.11) was an advertising effort by the Heinz Company at the turn of the 

20th century, and shows a young girl clutching her jar of sweet pickles. The Aurora Museum & Archives would like to wish a Happy 

Pickle Day to all the cornichon connoisseurs out there – celebrate the day with a briny bite!

SENIOR
SCAPE
Christina Doyle

Following the U.S. Presidential Election 
are you more or less optimistic  

about the next four years?

COVID Chronicle – Part 8

A Thank You  
to Canada’s 

Veterans
Remembrance Day was first observed 

in 1919, on the eleventh hour of  the 
eleventh day of  the eleventh month – one 
year after signing the Armistice Agreement 
that ended World War 1. Back then, it was 
called Armistice day, but in 1931 the federal 
government passed a bill changing the name 
to Remembrance Day.

Many of  us have a history of  family 
members who have served with the 
Canadian Armed Forces, with some of  
our stories dating back generations. It is 
important to continue sharing these, to keep 
their memories alive.

Public ceremonies are important as 
well, although this year’s services across the 
nation will be limited as we exercise caution, 
and respect COVID-19 physical distancing 
guidelines. We can, of  course, honour 
our veterans in a very personal way, and I 
encourage all Canadians to do so. 

Like many Canadians, before and after 
us, my family’s path to this country was 
paved by war. I was born in the Netherlands, 
but we left shortly after the Second World 
War and came to a nation that has always 
welcomed refugees fleeing the devastation 
of  far-flung conflict.

Our family owes so much to Canada, 
and to the veterans who helped liberate the 
Netherlands. 

In mid-September 1944, allied forces 
launched Operation Market-Garden and 
it would take until May 5, 1945 before the 
entire country was liberated. Canadian 
troops were central to this liberation effort, 
and more than 7,600 of  them died in the 
effort to free The Netherlands.

How does one pay their respects or 
say “thank you” to those who paid the 
ultimate price defending our values and 
freedom, and protecting those in need? We 
remember their sacrifice, defend the values 
for which they fought, and tell their stories so 
generations will remember those brave men 
and women. 

Let us remember the 7,000 Canadian 
volunteers who fought in our nation’s 
first overseas conflict – the South African 
War (1899-1902). Let us pay tribute to 
650,000 men and women from Canada 
and Newfoundland who fought in the 
First World War. And honour the 66,000 
veterans who died defending freedom. 
Let us pay our respects to the one million 
Canadians and Newfoundlanders who 
defended our values and those of  our Allies 
in the Second World War. And let’s never 
forget the 45,000 Canadians who died, and 
the 55,000 wounded. 

Let us never forget the 26,000 Canadians 
who fought in The Korean War, or the loss 
of  life and the wounded Canadians.  Let us 
remember the loss of  1800 Canadian lives 
since 1947 (not including the Korean War) 
and the important role of  Canadian Armed 
Forces in peacekeeping missions around the 
world; the humanitarian work provided to 
nations in need and here at home. 

As I reflect on Remembrance Day 2020, 
I will do so with gratitude, respect and love 
for a nation, and for the brave men and 
women of  Canada’s armed forces. And I 
will think of  my parents and siblings, and a 
life changed by the courage and sacrifice of  
so many young Canadians. I will remember 
our veterans and the current members of  
our military, and honour the ideals they so 
courageously defend. 

Some continued personal and local 
observations regarding the ongoing 
COVID-19 situation, picking up where I 
left off  last time.

October 9
The number of  COVID cases peaks 

in Ontario at 939, far more than the peak 
during the First Wave.

October 10
York Region, which seems to be ranked 

number four pretty much every day when 
COVID stats are announced, just misses 
the cut as Toronto, Peel and Ottawa enter 
a modified Stage 2. 

October 11
Traditional Thanksgiving extended 

family gatherings take a hit when after 
much seeming indecision amongst 
officials, it is noted that celebrations 
should be limited to those who currently 
live under the same roof.

October 13
The Town continues its inventive ways 

of  holding events during the pandemic. 
It’s announced that this year the Santa 
Under the Stars parade will take place 
with stationary floats and bands, while 
spectators drive by in their cars. 

October 14
Canada’s Medical Officer of  Health 

announces that there’s no reason Trick 
or Treating can’t occur this Hallowe’en, 
as long as people take appropriate 
precautions. It will be interesting to see 
how many kids are out that night, and if  
they’ll be able to refrain from pushing and 
shoving their ways in packed mobs to get 
at people’s front doors.

October 15
There seem to be COVID cases 

reported every day in Aurora – another 5 
today.

October 16
A real estate agent came door-to-door 

through our neighbourhood. Watching 
him move along the street, not many 
people seemed to be answering their 
doors for him. Perhaps it was because he 
wasn’t wearing a mask.

October 17 
Ten new cases in Aurora today. 

Hopefully, our numbers don’t continue to 
double every two days.

October 19
The inevitable happens, with York 

entering a modified Stage 2. Indoor 
dining, bars, fitness places and theatres are 
all closed for four weeks.

October 22
Although Hallowe’en trick-or-treating 

may be impacted, residents have done a 
great job decorating their houses. Thanks 
to everyone who provided everything from 
jack-o-lanterns to elaborate lawn displays 
for getting into the spirit of  the season.

October 24
While it seems counterintuitive to 

hold an event indoors during COVID, 
especially one that is traditionally held 
outdoors, it sounds like the Town has 
gotten the Haunted Forest right. This year, 

starting today, it is a week-long numbers-
controlled Haunted Greenhouse taking 
place at the Joint Operations Centre.

October 25
Continuing a worrying trend of  

increasing COVID numbers, the 
province records over 1,000 cases in 
one day for the first time. It looks like 
despite recommendations to do so, folks 
didn’t stay home two weeks ago during 
Thanksgiving.

October 29
Aurora reaches a grim milestone, with 

250 people having been infected with 
COVID-19 since the beginning of  the 
pandemic. Of  these, 15 have died.

October 31
With Hallowe’en falling on a Saturday 

and with beautiful weather and a full 
moon, this should have been a banner 
year for trick or treaters. At our house, 
despite a welcoming porch light, carved 
pumpkins, and goodies set outside for self-
pickup we had zero kids this year – a first. 
On the plus side, presumably they were 
inside being safe.

November 1
With Halloween over, retailers eagerly 

start their Christmas advertising and sales 
blitz. Provincial COVID numbers top 
1,000 again, as medical experts predict 
this trend will last to at least December. 
At the same time, political efforts ramp 
up to start opening up early those services 
currently closed in the modified Stage 2.

I fear the proverbial “interesting times” 
are ahead for all of  us. For now, please be 
COVID-aware and please keep (safely) 
supporting our local businesses.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:  
machellscorners@gmail.com
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Surveys aren’t enough for Council to make decision 
on aquatics centre

More public input is needed before 
Council can make a decision on a new 
aquatics facility to serve the community, 
according to lawmakers.

Last week, while sitting at the 
Committee level, Council received an 
update on a feasibility study to determine 
whether or not Aurora needs a new 
pool or, looking at the big picture, a 
standalone aquatics facility to serve as a 

sports tourism draw.
According to a report from Recreation 

Manager Lisa Warth, the Town received 
109 responses to an online survey 
designed to be a barometer on whether 
or not a new facility is warranted.

43 per cent of  those who took the 
survey said they currently use an aquatics 
facility outside of  Aurora, with 30 per 
cent using pools in Newmarket. 80 per 
cent of  those who filled out the survey 
indicated that aquatics facilities were very 
important – with 87 per cent indicating 
they were between somewhat satisfied 

and very satisfied with the Town’s current 
aquatics offering.

66 per cent of  respondents said they 
strongly supported new facilities, with 
just 9 per cent indicating they either 
opposed or strongly opposed additional 
swimming spaces.

88 per cent of  respondents were 
Aurora residents.

The Town of  Aurora engaged a 
consultant to carry out an aquatics 
feasibility study earlier this year and, 
in addition to the online surveys, have 
carried out virtual meetings with 
stakeholders to look at current pool 
programs and look at the pros and cons 
of  either a 25 metre pool or a 50 metre 
training or competition pool.

The study also looks at whether or not a 
new pool could be accommodated at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
or would best serve the community as a 
standalone facility.

“In order to determine the size and type 
of  aquatic facility to build and operate, 
the Town needs to have further discussion 
on sport tourism in general,” said Ms. 
Warth, noting the recommendation from 
staff  that the matter be referred to a 
roundtable meeting specifically discussing 
sport tourism. “With other sport and 
recreation facilities currently under 
consideration, including a gymnasium 
addition to the SARC and other sports 
field development, the Town needs to 
determine which facilities to invest in to 
drive sport tourism.

“Investment in sport facilities will also 
require Council to make a decision on 
service levels and affordability. The size 
and type of  future facilities will depend 
on the Town’s desire to further sport 
tourism. A 50-metre pool is not required, 
nor sustainable for only community use 
(ie: Learn to swim, leisure swims, water 
sports, aquatic exercise, training, etc.). 
A 50-metre pool would only be built if  
Council wanted to provide a facility for 
elite athlete training and hosting high-
level competitions along with some 
community use. 

“The Town will not be successful in 
the sport tourism realm without suitable 
facilities. Additionally, the Town may 
want to explore potential partnerships 
for the construction and operation of  
any facility capable of  hosting high-level 
sporting events as there will be a Regional 
benefit to having these facilities.”

But, according to Council members, 
the survey results presented to them last 
week were far from convincing in terms 
of  demonstrating a need.

“It is the Aurora residents who are 
going to pay for this,” said Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner. “A survey of  109 
people, I don’t really think that it merits 
much attention, I am sorry to say. I don’t 
think it is a valid survey, I don’t think it 

really tells us that much.”
Councillor Michael Thompson held a 

similar view.
“It is always good to get that feedback 

and to share that with Council, but in all 
honesty, 109 respondents, of  which only 
88 per cent are Aurora residents…it is less 
than one per cent of  not just the people 
who voted but significantly less than our 
taxpayers,” said Councillor Thompson. 
“I would be cautious in allowing 100 
users to dictate policy and/or influence 
the decision-making process. Have the 
information presented to us, but there 
are some statements in here with regards 
to ‘strong indication of  a new facility 
based on the response of  the survey’ and 
that is not really representational of  the 
community.

“The report does put an awful lot 
of  weight on our surveys. I know we 
struggle with getting engagement from 
the community, but, as we have seen time 
after time, I think with our budget survey 
we only had 89 people respond. We 
need to figure out a better way to get the 
community involved in these processes.”

Robin McDougall, Director 
of  Community Services for the 
Town, contended that the potential 
aquatics facility would be a matter 
up for consideration during Council’s 
deliberations on the 2021 Capital Budget, 
but they were at “a bit of  an impasse” 
without discussing it in the context of  
sports tourism.

“It is a big decision and we just didn’t 
want to present a budget and have [the 
decision] simply based on budget,” she 
said. “We felt there was a discussion 
required around sport tourism and the 
desire of  Council within sport tourism.”

Yet, after nearly two years of  a 
potential new facility being considered, 
there were a lot of  “ifs” from Councillor 
Thompson’s perspective.

“I am concerned this will be the Library 
Square of  this term and we’ll have more 
meetings and more discussions and the 
next thing you know it is 2022 and it is 
too late,” he said. “I think rather than 
watching the facility be frozen in place 
while we continue to debate and discuss 
this particular issue [it is valuable] to make 
some nominal gesture about how much 
money we want to put into the SARC or 
this capital budget to indicate if  there is 
any desire at all to move forward rather 
than see another year go by with more 
discussion and conversation around this.

“Out of  that capital discussion I would 
like to see some indication that this is 
truly a path Council wants to proceed 
and is going to allocate either funds or 
some sort of  sign that this is worthwhile 
to continue pursuing. If  not, there may 
be other things we want to [do] with the 
SARC. I just don’t want to see it frozen 
in time.”
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If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may find that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you find the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-inflammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
efficient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, inflammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a  
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased flexibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
efficacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

Advertorial

WE ARE OPENAdvertorial

Aurora hits record high of 
COVID-19 cases
York Region Public Health 
sees positive signs

Aurora hit 30 active cases of  
COVID-19 for the very first time over 
the weekend.

This grim statistic, although numbers 
have since declined, came as the Province 
reported a one-day record of  more than 
1,300 new cases of  the virus on Sunday 
morning.

At press time this week, the community 
was grappling with 27 active cases of  
COVID-19, bringing the total number 
of  cases recorded in Aurora to 290. 248 
cases are now marked as resolved and 
there are currently no active outbreak 
situations.

Of  the 27 active cases, 24 are related to 
local transmission or close contact, with 
1 case each attributed to institutional 
outbreak, workplace clusters and travel. 

Yet, despite rising numbers across 
Ontario, Dr. Karim Kurji, York Region’s 
Chief  Medical Officer of  Health, saw 
some positives on the horizon.

“Last week, the Province released 
its framework keeping Ontario safe 
and open,” said Dr. Kurji in his weekly 
briefing on Monday. “This particular 
framework contains colour-coded 
levels that can change according to our 
metrics. In addition, the Province has 
provided indicators so that this complete 
transparency with respect to businesses 
and the public knowing exactly where 
we stand. This particular framework is 
a balance between livelihoods and the 
health impacts of  COVID-19.

“Our case numbers and outbreaks 
continue to be high. However, we are 
noticing a plateauing in the numbers 
of  cases. If  we were to remove the 
institutional cases from the total number 
of  cases, we actually find signs of  

decline in most municipalities in York 
Region. However, there is no room for 
complacency for either businesses or 
individual residents. This is going to 
continue for some time, so we need to be 
very vigilant.”

Dr. Kurji also hailed the 
announcement from Pfizer that their 
COVID-19 vaccine trial has shown 
promising results.

“We have some hope around 
the corner as one of  the vaccine 
manufacturers has just announced 
some remarkable developments,” said 
Dr. Kurji. “In the meantime, I think 
it is important for us to go back to the 
basics. The basics, again, are keep your 
physical distance of  two metres from 
others. If  you cannot keep that distance, 
indoors in particular, make sure that 
you wear a mask, particularly where it is 
required by law as well, wash your hands 
frequently, have your usual cough and 
sneeze etiquettes, do not go out and do 
not mingle if  you have any symptoms of  
COVID-19 and avoid social gatherings 
with people outside your household.

“In addition to all that, please 
download the COVID-19 app, make sure 
you get your flu shot, and go for testing if  
you have any symptoms of  COVID-19 
or you have been a close contact of  a 
case. We can make a difference, as you 
have already demonstrated.”

Since the start of  the global pandemic, 
York Region has seen 7,932 cases of  
COVID-19, 973 of  which remain active. 
There have been 6,671 recoveries and 
288 fatalities.

At press time, no Aurora school was 
experiencing an outbreak, although 
one remains under surveillance: St. 
Andrew’s College with one student case. 
Schools under surveillance are those 
where a laboratory-conformed case of  
COVID-19 has been identified among 
staff, students or visitors, but “there is 
currently no evidence of  transmission 
within the school.”

WELCOME TO "THE NEW" AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES

www.hyundaiofaurora.ca
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†Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2020 Elantra Preferred Auto IVT models with an annual finance rate of 0%. Cost of borrowing is $0. Selling price is $22,449. Weekly payments are $62 for 84 months. $0 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include 
Delivery and Destination charge of $1,725. Any dealer admin. fees, registration, insurance, PPSA, fees, levies, charges, licence fees and all applicable taxes are excluded. ◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2020 Elantra Preferred Auto IVT/2021 Tucson 2.0L Essential FWD/2021 Venue Essential Auto IVT with an 
annual lease rate of 0%/2.49%/3.49%. Total lease obligation is $10,789/$15,270/$11,779. Weekly lease payment of $69/$65/$50 for a 36/48/48-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $0/$1,695/$1,295 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges 
of $1,725/$1,825/$1,825. Any dealer admin. fees, registration, insurance, PPSA, fees, levies, charges, licence fees and all applicable taxes are excluded. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. °$500 Winter Tire Credit available on the finance, lease or cash purchase of in-stock 2020 Venue/2021 
Venue/2020 Kona/2021 Kona models. The Winter Tire Credit cannot be applied to any Kona Electric models. Customer may decline the Winter Tire Credit and instead apply the credit amount to the purchase price of the new vehicle. Winter Tire Credit applied before taxes. Offer can be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer 
is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Tire installation and balancing are not included in the offer. See your local Hyundai dealer or visit hyundaicanada.com for details. ♦Price of model shown: 2020 Elantra Ultimate AWD Intense Blue/2021 Tucson Ultimate AWD Aqua Blue is $27,799/$38,299/$25,199. Price includes Delivery 
and Destination charges of $1,725/$1,825/$1,825. Any dealer admin. fees, registration, insurance, PPSA, fees, levies, charges, licence fees and all applicable taxes are excluded. ̂ 0 payments (payment deferral) for 90 days is available on promotional finance offers of in-stock 2020/2021 Hyundai models. Payment deferral applies to only promotional finance 
offers on approved credit and proof of income may be required. If the payment deferral offer is selected, the original term of the finance contract will be extended by 2 months (60 days). Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. will pay the interest during the first 2 months (60 days) of the finance contract, after which the purchaser will pay all principal and interest owing in 
equal installments over the remaining term of the contract. Payments on finance contracts are paid in arrears. ̂ ^For finance contracts payable on a weekly and bi-weekly basis, purchasers who select the payment deferral offer may have to make their first weekly or bi-weekly payment sooner than 90 days from purchase. Down payments are not subject to the 
payment deferral offer, and are due on the date the contract is signed. Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. Ask your dealer for details. †^◊^^♦°Offers available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without 
notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer cannot be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit 
www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions. ±Certain restrictions apply. Customers must present their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase 
to receive special price discount off their purchase. Program subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com/military or see dealer for complete details. ™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other 
trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners.

Additional information:

•  Active and veteran military personnel receive up to $750 in price adjustments±. 
Visit hyundaicanada.com/militaryhyundaicanada.com
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Includes:
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Stable Neighbourhoods guidelines up for debate next week

Design guidelines on new builds 
within Aurora’s so-called “stable 
neighbourhoods” will be up for Council 
discussion on Tuesday, November 17.

Council was due to discuss the 
proposed guidelines at last Tuesday’s 
General Committee meeting, but 
voted to delay the debate until the next 
meeting after impacted residents said 
they were provided with out-of-date 
information before they could formally 
express their concerns.

“Last week, we had asked for hard 
copies of  this item so that we could go 
over it, delegate and address the issues,” 
said Rebecca Beaton representing the 
Regency Acres Ratepayers Association, 
who made a delegation to Council by 
phone last week. “Unfortunately, we 
received an incorrect report. It was 
actually the report from June of  this 
year and it was too late to get in touch 
with staff.”

Ms. Beaton requested the deferral, 
which was ultimately granted by 
Council, but some residents were 
already prepared to weigh in.

Two written delegations were 
received and these residents identified 
a number of  what they felt were 
shortcomings in the recommendations 
up for approval, particularly the fact 
that these guidelines are just that and 

might not have the teeth necessary to 
make a difference.

Dave and Lenore Pressley, for 
instance, identified that some pockets 
on the outskirts of  the Town Park area 
were left off  the map and questioned 
provisions with the recommendations 
that indicate new buildings should be 
comparable in height, massing and 
placement on the lots if  in proximity 
to heritage buildings and should also 
be “complimentary” in style, materials 
and details. 

“We notice that multiple older 
homes in the southeast Aurora area 
have been demolished, only to put up 
homes that look like subdivision homes 
and after, of  course, cutting down all or 
nearly all of  the trees in the property,” 
they said. “We now have streets with 
few heritage homes on them looking 
like they’re stuck in new subdivisions. 
That’s compatible? 

“Promoting this as a quaint, historic 
area to entice visitors to Library Square 
will be a lie by the time it is finished. 
Since the new size bylaws allowing 
4,000 square foot homes – the only 
thing that has changed is the demolition 
and rebuilding happens more rapidly. 
We can only assume that these words 
are to make it sound like something is 
being done to protect our area when, 
in fact, nothing will change. It appears 
as though Council is more interested in 
developers’ opinions [above] the people 
who live in the area. Since Council 

only talks the talk but doesn’t walk the 
walk, in our opinion there is no point in 
discussing the urban design guidelines. 
They are only guidelines and like 
suggestions it is up to the individual 
developer what they envision. If  they 
don’t want to make the changes, they 
won’t as there is no way [they] want to 
lose any income.”

Aurora Heights resident Peter Smith 
echoed many of  these concerns, as well 
in a written delegation.

He questioned some of  the 
suggested guidelines, particularly 
those concerning the Regency Acres 
community, deeming them “relatively 
new” builds.

“Since when are 60-year-old buildings 
described as ‘new’?” he questioned. 
“Regency Acres has at least two distinct 
characteristics based on building dates 
and styles which are not recognized in 
the report. This needs to be added.

“Compatibility is a theme that runs 
throughout the report and yet is both 
erroneous and unachievable at this 
late stage of  development. Design 
guidelines are not enforceable and will 
undoubted be tested to the limit by 
developers. The damage has already 
been done by the new zoning bylaws 
that allow monster homes to be erected 
in the stable neighbourhood area. The 
zoning bylaws were a blanket approach 
which did not take into account the 
distinctive characteristics of  each stable 
neighbourhood. The current exercise 
seems like an attempt to close the gate 
after the horse gets out.”

Council last discussed the proposed 
stable neighbourhood design guidelines 
in July.

At the time, they had a difference of  
opinion on whether or not the proposals 
were either too lenient or too restrictive.

Councillor Wendy Gaertner, for 
instance, questioned whether these 

guidelines would have any impact if  
other provisions on the books allow for 
4,000 square foot homes on smaller lots.

“If  we just take the Aurora Heights 
[neighbourhood], the description is 
mature trees, large building setbacks, 
feel of  the neighbourhood, consistency, 
privacy, space for light and landscaping 
– I don’t know how this can possibly be 
achieved if  we put a 4,000 square foot 
home next to a home that has 1,000 
or 1,200 square feet,” she said. “They 
often remove the beautiful, mature trees 
that are there. Certainly, a house of  this 
size is going to have a major effect on 
privacy, light, etc.

“[The guidelines] are very well 
done…but I don’t think they are going 
to do much to help, considering the 
zoning that we have put in place.”

Councillor Michael Thompson 
also had concerns, but he questioned 
whether the guidelines were too 
prescriptive in some cases – specifically 
when the document “wades into 
building materials and what things 
should be used and look like.”

“To me, that is an area where there 
may be differences of  opinion, whereby 
the homeowner or builder wants to use 
something in particular and Council, as 
the final arbiter, is not in agreement,” 
he said.

Indeed, Councillor Thompson 
questioned how the process would look 
if  the Town and property owners did 
not see eye-to-eye on the guidelines. 

“We often talk about it in Public 
Planning meetings where we get 
applications that don’t conform to our 
Official Plan or don’t conform to our 
zoning bylaws and those applicants are 
looking for exceptions and variances,” 
he said, noting that applications 
would then come forward through the 
planning process itself  for Council and 
public alike to have their say.
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Urban design guidelines will provide “clear expectations”  
on new builds in Stable Neighbourhoods

Urban design guidelines will set “clearer 
expectations” for those looking to build new 
homes in Aurora’s stable neighbourhoods.

At least, that is the hope of  consultants 
if  Council approves such guidelines for the 
Regency Acres, Town Park, Aurora Heights 
and Temperance Street communities this 
month.

Urban Design Guidelines for Aurora’s 
so-called “stable neighbourhoods” are due 
for Council consideration next week.

In the works since June of  2019, the 
Urban Design Guidelines “represent 
a planning tool that establishes clearer 
expectations for those designing and 
building new homes and additions” within 
the designated Stable Neighbourhoods.

“Even though the Town’s Official Plan 
includes general Urban Design principles 
[they] are not specific to neighbourhoods 
with single detached dwellings,” said 
Edward Terry, Senior Policy Planner 
for the Town of  Aurora. “The Stable 
Neighbourhoods Urban Design Guidelines 
identify key attributes that contribute to 
the character of  the host community and 
provide a framework to guide the design 
of  new builds, additions and landscapes 
that: reconciles compatibility with diversity, 
while avoiding both monotony and harsh 
contrasts; respects and reinforces the 
existing character of  the neighbourhood; 
and promotes a contextual design approach 
that considers the adjacent and surrounding 
development while fostering pedestrian-
scaled streetscapes while allowing for 
and encouraging appropriate flexibility, 
innovation, and diversity in design, essential 
to evolving communities.

“Design guidelines will help 
communicate clearer expectations for 
those designing and building projects 
within Stable Neighbourhoods. Moreover, 
the guidelines complement the policies of  
the Official Plan and provide additional 
direction on means to achieve the objective 

and vision through building design, 
orientation and materials.”

If  approved, the guidelines will work 
alongside existing zoning bylaws to 
address placement, scale and design of  
new buildings, as well as look at planning 
applications through the “context” of  the 
neighbourhoods in question.

It is important, according to planners, 
that the guidelines ultimately adopted 
by Council when the time comes do not 
supersede zoning requirements. Rather, 
they are based on existing zoning measures.

“As such, they are inherently flexible,” 
said Wai Ying Di Giorgio of  The Planning 
Partnership who co-authored the draft 
provisions, while presenting them at Council 
over the summer. “While zoning deals with 
specific setbacks and building envelopes 
within the site to shape height, massing 
and lot coverage, the guidelines speak 
to character and context within a much 
larger area. Design guidelines, on the other 
hand, are qualitative aspects of  looking at 
[what] the surrounding context fabric looks 
like, not only from a planned perspective, 
but also the streetscape perspective where 
the majority of  development will be 
experienced by the public.”

In developing the proposed guidelines, 
the Planning Partnership looked at the four 
key stable neighbourhoods individually for 
their specific contexts, as well as how they 
compared to each other.

“In understanding compatibility to 
existing context, we first have to understand 
what is the context that we’re dealing with,” 
said Ms. Di Giorgio. “A part of  that is the 
establishment of  identification of  a distinct 
character. The guidelines start with all four 
neighbourhoods, an analysis of  what is the 
character of  all four neighbourhoods we’re 
dealing with, and it breaks it down [further 
to] pattern of  lots, the pattern of  streets, 
what are the predominant built forms that 
we find in the neighbourhood, what are the 
complimentary landscape elements that 
go together to combine and make this a 
complete, whole comprehensive picture.”

Aurora Heights was the starting point 

of  the study – an area deemed a newer, 
mid-century community where the 
streetscape is curvilinear and “organic” 
with comparatively large lots.

“Lot coverage and the landscape creates 
this sense of  openness and low profile about 
the neighbourhood,” she said. “Similar to 
that, the Regency Acres neighbourhood 
has a very similar character in terms of  
being a newer development and a newer 
neighbourhood with a mix of  lower profile 
homes as well as two storey homes. In this 
instance, we have generous landscaping, 
front lawns and trees that create a sense of  
[an] open, lower neighbourhood.”

Older neighbourhoods such as 
Temperance Street and the streets 
around Town Park offer their own unique 
challenges.

Temperance, for instance, is smaller-
scale but also directly connected to the 
Town’s historic downtown core. This, said 
Ms. Di Giorgio, has an impact on how it is 
“experienced” by the community.

“Smaller setbacks, tighter streets, and 
predominantly 1.5 – 2.5 storey houses, 
together with prominent porches, mature 
trees and generous landscaping,” is how 
Ms. Di Giorgio characterized Temperance 
Street. “Most noteworthy here [compared 
to Aurora Heights and Regency Acres] is 
it has quite a few older historic houses that 
make up the neighbourhood and quite 
a few of  them are listed on the heritage 
[register].

“It is characterized by a very eclectic mix 
of  homes on relatively large lots. A variety 
of  architectural styles, prominent elements 
within the built form such as porches, 
porticos, stoops, and then we also find this 
community, in particular, has significant 
mature-lined streets and rich landscaping 
within the private realm.”

Following the neighbourhood analyses, 
the planners developed guidelines based 
on height and massing, landscaping, forms, 
styles and materials used in proposed new 
builds and elevations. 

Recommendations on height and 
massing look at the character of  
neighbourhoods from a street perspective.

“When we travel and move through 
neighbourhoods and our sense of  these 
places are really from the perspective [from] 
a car, as a pedestrian, as a cyclist…within the 
guidelines, we’re indicating that streetscape 
is one of  the most important aspects of  
character-defining elements within each 
of  these neighbourhoods,” said Ms. Di 
Giorgio. “It is important to maintain the 
rhythm, the height and the massing along 
the street and also to maintain the rhythm 
of  the driveways, location of  entrances and 
the actual streetscape, not only within the 
public realm but within the area of  private 
lawns that create the transition between 
public and private. All of  those things 
together combine to create that sense of  
holistic character within the public realm as 
experienced by the public.”

1.855.337.2999
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if you lose your
dental benefits. 

DawsonDental.ca133 Pedersen Dr, Aurora
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Dec. 31st!
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Briefly
COVID FUNDING FOR AURORA

Aurora will receive $517,306 from the Province through its new COVID-19 Resilience Infrastructure Stream 
program, which is designed to help “build or renovate health and safety-related projects in long-term care, 
education and municipalities.” The funding flows through the Province from the Federal Government’s Investing 
in Canada Infrastructure Program. Eligible projects in this stream include community, recreation, health and 
education renovations (including retrofits, repairs or upgrades to long-term care homes, publicly funded schools, 
and co-located childcare centre facilities, etc.), COVID-19 response infrastructure, active transportation (including 
parks and trails), and flood mitigation. “This funding will ensure residents have access to updated and safe childcare 
centre facilities, recreation centres and shelters,” said Newmarket-Aurora MPP Christine Elliott. “Protecting 
the health and wellbeing of  Ontarians is our top priority, and that includes making sure our communities are 
supported and have the infrastructure needed to keep everyone safe.” Added Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill MPP Michael Parsa: “Now more than ever, it is imperative that we focus on rebuilding Ontario’s economy. 
Through the new COVID-19 Resilience Infrastructure Stream, we are investing more than $12 million in key 
projects which will help us build and repair roads, bridges, health infrastructure and more.”
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• Wash your hands 
often. 

Stopping the spread starts with you.
Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus to learn more

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Local couple found enduring love 
while serving King & Country  
in Second World War

Douglas Moores 
served at Juno 
Beach

2020 marked the 75th anniversary of  
the end of  the Second World War, a time 
of  jubilation around the world. It was a 
moment that defined a generation after 
six years of  struggle and left many with 
memories they would rather forget.

But, along with the struggle there 
was also hope – and Aurora residents 
Douglas and Louisa Moores are perfect 
examples of  finding joy amid the 
sorrow.

The couple, residents of  Chartwell 
Park Place (formerly Park Place 
Manor) celebrated their 75th wedding 
anniversary this past February and 
they are notable not only for their 
remarkable marriage but for their 
service and heroism as well.

Douglas, who was born in Canada 
97 years ago, was working for Vauxhall 
Motors in the United Kingdom when 
war broke out in 1939. Drawn by the 
sea, he declined an opportunity to 
enlist in the Army, and although he 
didn’t know how to swim, he made the 
unlikely decision to join the Royal Navy, 
where he enlisted in April 1942 before 
beginning active service that June.

“It was just one of  those things,” says 
Douglas when asked why he opted for 
service on the sea rather than theatres 
of  war over land. When asked where he 
saw service, he replies with a chuckle, 
“Have you got a long piece of  paper?”

The Royal Navy took him to 
India, Singapore, Malaysia and other 
locations in the Pacific Theatre, but 
it was his service in Europe which 
became an inextricable part of  his life 
in countless ways.

He saw active service in Normandy 
the day after D-Day. A machinist with 
Vauxhall before the Navy, he was a 
“Stoker First Class” working to keep 
flotilla ships in service.

“We were there to help guide 
the troops and the soldiers in and I 
don’t know what else,” says Douglas 
with what daughter Carol Corporon 
describes as typical modesty, noting 
that whilst in France he had the difficult 
task of  burying his best friend who was 
killed in the conflict.

Despite his modesty, he proudly bears 
the honours of  service, including the 
Legion of  Honour from the President 
of  France.

While Douglas saw active 
service abroad, Louisa was making 
contributions of  her own.

A native of  a coal-mining village 
in south Wales, Louisa was an active 
member of  the Women’s Land Army, 
whose ranks became known as The 
Land Girls.

The Women’s Land Army was 
formed to pick up the work when 
farmers had been called off  to war.

“I was digging up spuds just to get 
us out there,” says Louisa, now 94. 
“We just wanted to help in different 
situations that were needed. We gave 
the farmers help in this, that and the 
other.”

One of  nine children, Louisa found 

herself  at a farm in Penzance at the age 
of  16 or 17.

In addition to tending the “spuds”, 
she put her needlework skills to good 
use repairing soldiers’ uniforms 
before taking on additional work in a 
munitions factory, working on bombs.

“I was frightened, mind you,” she 
says with a wave, but she went where 
she needed to be.

As did Douglas, and, during his 
service, his ship docked in Penzance for 
naval exercises.

“We came ashore and while we were 
walking along the dockside, these two 
girls came along,” he recalls, adding 
that he and his fellow sailor sped up 
to catch up with the girls and secured 
themselves a double date. “I said to 
him, that Welsh girl is mine!”

“Well, it was a thing about me – I 
did like sailors for some reason!” says 
Louisa, picking up the thread. “I liked 
his face, we got chatting and the next 
thing you knew, we had a date and 
here we are. I took him home and my 
mother liked him right away. She took 
me into a corner, pointed her finger and 
told me I better behave myself  because 
he is a nice boy. I had so many guys 
that I talked to or was only a couple 
of  weeks with – she knew what I was 
like and she said, ‘Just behave yourself. 
That is a lovely man you’ve got there. I 
better not hear another word from you 
about going out with someone else.’ It 
was good advice.”

Indeed it was – and Douglas beams 
when Louisa tells her side of  the 
courtship.

One of  the things that brought them 
together was dancing – “I wanted 
to show off  my sailor,” says Louisa – 
and, after war’s end, Douglas re-joined 
Vauxhall and was presented with an 
opportunity to join their Canadian 
operations.

He was reluctant to return to 
Canada at first, but Louisa was much 
keener to cross the pond.

“There was a bit of  adventurism in 
her!” he says with a smile.

As they sit in the Park Place garden 
surrounded by poppies made by 
residents, a colourful alternative way 
of  remembering when members of  the 
public are discouraged from attending 
in-person events this year due to the 
global pandemic, Remembrance Day 
brings out mixed emotions for the 
couple.

They remember the friends and 
family they lost, they remember the 
worry of  being apart from each other 
in the dying days of  the war, they 
remember the contributions they 
made. Perhaps something that, to 
them, was simply a matter of  them 
doing their duty, but for us is nothing 
short of  heroic.

“It has been a very new experience 
for me because my parents never 
talked about the war,” says Carol, 
adding they never really opened 
up about their experiences before 
Douglas received the Legion of  
Honour. “It was like everything 
started to pour out of  [my father]. I 
am just so proud of  them. They went 
into the war because they thought it 
was going to be adventurous and it 
changed their lives. I am very grateful 
for that because my life was easy 
because of  them.”

Douglas and Louisa Moores are pictured here during the Second World War. 

Contributed photos
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What’s it like to be a female coach in a man’s league? 
Ask Irene Skanderis

By Robert Belardi 

Irene Skanderis has always loved 
baseball. She’s played the game since 
her high school days in Toronto. 

As a young athlete and the eldest 
of  four children, Skanderis has 
always had a lot of  male friends. She 
was an athlete in a man’s game. She 
not only knew how to play baseball. 
She was good at it. That earned her 
respect while playing in the Princess 
Margaret baseball league, setting the 
tone for the co-ed division. 

She watched the Toronto Blue 
Jays and praised the energetic 
persona of  club legend Joe Carter. 
She says that’s her in a nutshell 
when on the diamond. Her energy 
and competitive drive define her 
everyday living. 

Skanderis always wanted to remain 
a part of  the sport. She signed up 
to be a coach, and studied in her 
applicable courses. She completed 
13 courses and has trained to be a 
regional and provincial coach under 
the National Coaching Certification 
Program (NCCP) through Baseball 
Canada. 

There was no caveat, no document 
to headline what was to lay ahead. 
She signed up for the Aurora-King 
house league program six years ago 
and there began to experience her 
first count of  discrimination.  

“It happened in King during 
a house league game,” Skanderis 
began to explain. “They were 
chirping me from the bench. Saying 
such things such as, ‘what does 
she know about baseball?’ I was 
on the field as a third base coach. 
The opposing coach stood directly 
behind me near the base while I was 
coaching. My players were confused 
because he was wearing a blue jacket 
as I was. When you’re coaching, and 
you are on defense, you should be 
inside the dugout, and definitely not 
in the other coach’s way when they 
are coaching. This is an unwritten 
rule. I called timeout. I didn’t even 
want to engage with him. I knew 
how to handle such situations, and 
personalities. I proceeded to discuss 
the situation with the umpire and he 
was told to move.”

Coaches swore at her. Even worse, 
parents would throw in their two 
cents following the coach’s remarks. 
She filed a complaint to the president 
of  Aurora-King at the time and no 
action was taken. 

She isn’t the retiring type. Not 
the one to be toyed with. She has 
an earnest conviction on being 
successful and these incidents 
motivated her to be a better coach 

and a better role model. 
She became an assistant coach with 

the Select program (now disbanded) 
three years ago and transitioned into 
head coach of  the rep program the 
year after with Aurora-King. It was 
an easy one. The children knew who 
she was and her coaching style: have 
fun.

She told “lame jokes” according to 
some of  her players, but they were 
jokes nonetheless. She believed that 
rep ball needed to be fun. It can’t be 
taken seriously all the time.

In house league, Skanderis thought 
the remarks were all left behind. In 
Aurora-King they were. A lot of  the 
coaches in the York-Simcoe division 
became her friends. Everything 
rolled in the right direction. There 
was respect in her two years as 
manager. 

That didn’t discount other leagues 
and in a west Mississauga tournament 
last year, one coach didn’t shake her 
hand before the game. 

“I was shocked. It’s 2019. A 
mother on our team who took all 
the photos for our team said ‘Coach, 
come look at this.’  I knew something 
was going on.” 

Skanderis didn’t take it to heart. 
Her team won the game. 

In her two years of  head coach 
in the rep division, Aurora-King 
remained in the top two or three 
position in the standings consistently 
throughout the season during the 
Minor Bantam/Bantam levels. 

Last year, the Aurora-King Jays 
lost in the York Simcoe championship 
game after a hard-fought round robin 
of  elimination games throughout 
three very tiring days. 

Yet, in all three years of  working in 
a higher level of  baseball, something 
eluded Skanderis’ eyes the entire 
way. 

“I’ve never coached against a head 
coach that was female in my three 
years as head coach across Ontario.” 

It’s not something she was surprised 
about. She feels a lot of  women are 
intimidated to join a man’s league. 
Skanderis says programs should be 
placed for women to get into the 
game. She encourages women to 
be more involved. If  it can happen 
professionally, why can’t it happen 
here? 

Becky Hammon has been with 
the San Antonio Spurs with Gregg 
Popovich since 2014. Katie Sowers 
has been an offensive assistant coach 
with the San Francisco 49ers since 
2017. Alyssa Nakken has been an 
assistant coach with the San Francisco 
Giants since 2017, becoming the 
first full-time female coach in Major 
League Baseball history. 

Skanderis is unsure what lies 
ahead.

As a teacher and real-estate agent, 
she’s always had a “go-getter” 
mentality; hustling to succeed. 
Winning it all in anything she does 
is what drives her to be better. 
Winning it all in anything she does 
is what drives her to be better. And, 
as a coach, she’s learned she can do 
anything she puts her mind to. 

Right now, however, she has most 
enjoyed watching her son with the 
Aurora Titans this past year. Finally, 
she gets to know the parents from a 
different angle and spend time with 
her husband (who was previously her 
score keeper). 

She is thankful for her time in 
the dugout and glad to of  had an 
influence on many young lives along 
the way.
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BY BROCK WEIR
EDITOR 
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between
challenging students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be
applied to their university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students
develop valuable skills, including:

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed
program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as
ethical, compassionate and values-based decision-makers.

• leadership and mentorship

• dialogue, communication and 

   presentation

• design, invent and problem solve

Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School
Since 1842 | JK to University Preparatory
16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON
905-895-1700 ext. 259 | admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

• advanced academic ability

• time management and self-reliance

• strong research and writing

• critical thinking abilities

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

Learn more about PC!

Register now:
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Wednesday, November 18
9:00 a.m.

Empty Bowls and local restaurants keep local 
fundraiser alive

A hearty bowl of  soup goes a long way to 
warming the heart – but ladling it into 
a hand-crafted bowl while helping the 
community at the same time goes even 
further towards warming the soul.

This has long been the philosophy 
of  Aurora’s Pine Tree Potters Guild 
as they work with local restaurants 
on Empty Bowls, a collaboration 

which regularly helps raise more than 
$20,000, divided equally between 
Welcoming Arms, a local ecumenical 
organization providing help to Aurora’s 
most vulnerable citizens, and Inn from 
the Cold, a Newmarket-based non-
profit working with the homeless.

For the past 10 years, ticketholders 
have been able to gather at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre to pick out a ceramic 
bowl hand-made by Guild members, 
have it filled by one of  nearly a dozen 

local restaurants, and enjoy their meal 
with friends and family accompanied 
by live music.

Although COVID-19 has put Empty 
Bowls’ traditional format onto the 
backburner for 2020, the fundraiser 
is set to continue in a new way on 
Saturday, November 28, with a bowl 
sale.

Tickets are on sale now for the 
event, which will see bowl selections 
take place at Trinity Anglican Church 
from 11 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., 1 p.m. to 
2.30 p.m., and 3 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.

For the last year, Guild members 
have been hard at work crafting 
more than 600 ceramic bowls, all of  
which will be up for grabs. With each 
ticket purchase, a coupon book will 
be available with vouchers for local 
restaurants, which may be exchanged 
for an appetizer, a percentage off  your 
meal, or, in the true spirit of  Empty 
Bowls, a bowl of  scratch-made soup.

“We knew we couldn’t do a sit-down 
meal with COVID going on, but we 
still wanted to do something fabulous,” 
says Cathy Harris of  the Pine Tree 
Potters Guild. “We also needed to do 
this fundraiser because Welcoming 
Arms and Inn from the Cold need the 
funds – probably more this year than 
ever before.”

Welcoming Arms, which is based out 
of  Trinity, will host the bowl sale and 
Guild members have been making sure 
they have all health protocols in place 
before welcoming new and returning 
Empty Bowls patrons in. 

“Our members have made more 
bowls this year than ever because both 
our spring and fall sales got cancelled 
due to COVID,” says Ms. Harris. “We 
have over 600 bowls to choose from, 
so there are three time periods when 
people can come in, choose one or two 
bowls depending on how many tickets 
they have, and instead of  having the 
chefs come in, we asked participating 

chefs if  they would still like to 
participate [in this new way] and they 
were thrilled to do it. 

“We were so happy they still wanted 
to do it and we’re still able to raise the 
funds. Obviously, we won’t be able to 
raise as much money as we had in the 
past. We were giving $10,000 to each 
organization before.”

This year, the Guild hopes to raise 
$12,000, which will be split between 
the two charities.

Tickets are still available and 
organizers say this is not only a great 
way to give back, but the perfect way 
to find unique holiday gifts as well.

“If  anyone wants a nice hand-made 
pottery bowl, they can come in and 
get one for $40, plus they get all the 
coupons to go with it,” says Ms. Harris. 
“Having said that, if  you purchase 
a ticket for $40, you get the coupon 
booklet but once you’ve already 
purchased your ticket you can buy an 
additional empty bowl for $30. You’re 
able to take it home, have your own 
soup, and help your community at the 
same time.”

Tickets for the 11th Annual Empty 
Bowls Fundraiser are on sale now and 
must be secured in advance. They can 
be purchased from Meridian Credit 
Union (297 Wellington Street East) 
during regular business hours.

Participating restaurants include 
Vintage Spice, The Kitchen by Food 
in Motion, State and Main Kitchen 
and Bar – Aurora, Romy’s Restaurant 
and Lounge, Rockford’s Bar and Grill 
- King City, Ristorante Orsini, Pine 
Farms Orchard, Maunders Food Shop, 
La Brehandaise Market, Graystones 
Restaurant, Dorio’s Kettleby Italian 
Bakery, Catharina’s Kitchen, Cachet 
Supper Club, Bijoy’s Restaurant, and 
Aw Shucks Oyster Bar and Bistro.

Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  
www.pinetreepotters.ca.
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

From page 1

Ask you Doctor to email us your 
prescription and we will prepare it 

for you, you don’t even need 
to get out of your car,

we will bring it out to you.
OR

We will deliver it right to your house. 

STAY SAFE
    PHARMASAVE 

...your LOCAL 
PHARMACY for over
25 years!

Need something 
at PHARMASAVE?

With

www.pharmasave.com/aurora 
905-841-2133  | 126 Wellington St. W., AuroraTel: 905-727-6401

www.nyhp.on.ca
8 Industrial Pkwy. S.

Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

1324 Wellington St. W., King City   905-727-2392
WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City  
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem
Engineered to circulate air through natural 

convection, the Valor Smart Fire 
is a highly effi cient fi rpace without 

a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Burn Clean Engineered Green.

WOOD • GAS • 

Engineered to circulate air through natural
convection, the Valor Smart Fire

is a highly efficient fireplace without
a fan – providing reliable heat,

even during a power failure.
Burn Clean Engineered Green.

No Power, 
No Problem

Engineered to circulate air through natural 
convection, the Valor Smart Fire is a highly 
effi cient Fireplace without a fan – providing 
reliable heat, even during a power failure. 

Burn Clean Engineered Green

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City  
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem
Engineered to circulate air through natural 

convection, the Valor Smart Fire 
is a highly effi cient fi rpace without 

a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Burn Clean Engineered Green.

WOOD • GAS • 

Engineered to circulate air through natural
convection, the Valor Smart Fire

is a highly efficient fireplace without
a fan – providing reliable heat,

even during a power failure.
Burn Clean Engineered Green.

abroad who would likely be away from 
their families during the festive season.

But, as we know, this isn’t an ordinary 
year.

Dropping off  – and picking up – cards 
and notes from such places as schools, 
seniors’ centres and businesses – is, of  
course, a more difficult process, but that 
isn’t stopping Aurora’s Dianne Harrison 
from making sure thousands of  cards 
are sent off  this month for their intended 
recipients.

And she’s doing so with an assist from 
the Optimist Club of  Aurora.

“I believe our military has had one of  
the toughest years,” says Ms. Harrison. 
“They have had to pivot in so many 
situations with COVID. They’re in 
different countries right now and we 
really have no idea what our military is 
up against with COVID going rampant. 
It is our duty as Canadians to honour 
these people. If  it weren’t for them, we 
wouldn’t have our freedom. It is up to us 
to teach our children.”

Now in its 15th year, Ms. Harrison 
spends this season of  Remembrance 
hard at work raising awareness for this 
card-writing campaign.

Her goal is to distribute thousands of  
blank holiday cards to various locations, 
pick them back up and deliver them 
free of  charge through the Forces all 
around the world. She visits countless 
schools throughout York Region and 
surrounding communities distributing 
not only cards but also colourfully-
decorated drop boxes in public places to 
make the process as easy and visible as 
possible for anyone hoping to participate.

In 2018, she set a target of  distributing 
2,000 cards to Canadian service 
personnel and collected a whopping 
6,500. Last year she collected close to 
10,000 messages.

There were high hopes for this year’s 
targets, but COVID-19 got in the way.

“This year, we had 7,500 cards 
donated to us,” says Ms. Harrison, 
noting that local business owner Steve 
Falk of  Prime Data also stepped up to 
the plate to donate an equal number 
of  envelopes free of  charge. “So many 
people have stepped up to bat this year 
because they know it is a difficult time. If  
we send out 3,000 or 5,000, regardless of  
what we send out, we’re going to make it 
work this year. It has to work.”

With restaurants and gyms allowed 
to re-open November 7 under the new 
health framework announced last week 

Optimists, local business collaborate to ensure cards 
for soldiers program continues

Currently at University of Toronto, 
studying Political Science, Annie Yang 
is grateful for the online experience she 
had before attending post-secondary.  “I 
chose to study high school online courses 
so I could accelerate my courses and 
ASK supported my goals.” She further 
suggests that studying online courses 
helped to promote the skills she needs to 
be successful in university studies.  “In 
university, we have to organize our time 
and complete assignments independently 
and that’s what I did when I studied 
online high school.  I feel more prepared 
and I feel like I am more on top of my 
studies compared to my classmates.” 

Raymond Tse is studying Business 
at University of Western Ontario. He 
says that the close connections he built 
with his ASK Online teachers gave him 
the confi dence he needed to stand out 

in his university classes.  “My English 
online teacher was so patient and spent 
so much time answering all my questions.  
She encouraged me to think beyond the 
stories and make connections to my life 
and our society.”  He further indicates 
that his online experience helped prepare 
him for the online studies he is currently 
doing in university. 

Michaela Clarke, now at McMaster 
in Sciences, says that her writing skills 
signifi cantly improved by taking ASK 
Online high school courses.  “By studying 
online high school, I had to focus more on 
my written communication skills and that 
helped me be better prepared for university 
studies where most of the communication 
is in written format.”  

Former ASK Students Grateful for 
the Online High School Experience

ASK
ONLINE CANADA

For more information and to register 
go to www.askonlinecanada.ca

Advertorial

by the Ontario Government, more 
avenues have opened up for distribution. 
In the meantime, the Optimist Club 
has been one of  the heaviest hitters. 
As of  press time, the service club has 
distributed close to 3,000 cards around 
the community.

“We should be able to do at least 
5,000,” says Ms. Harrison.

Still, they can’t do that without your 
help.

“It is important for mom and dad to 
sit with their kids and do cards because 
how do you know the person at the 
receiving end of  these cards doesn’t have 
a child at home? This just brings joy to 
them. You are thanking them – and most 
people who are out there probably have 
families and they are not going to see 
them for Christmas, so this is just a way to 
let them know we are a caring and loving 
country that has respect and honour for 
our military.

“During COVID, people have the time 
to write a card. You can’t tell me you don’t 
have the time. You can take a half-hour 
out of  your day and leave the TV and 
phones alone and instead of  spending 
your time on social media take 30 minutes 
and thank our military.”

For more information on writing 
holiday cards for Canadian soldiers, 
including the drop-off  and pick-up of  
blank and completed cards, contact 
Dianne Harrison at bdharrison2012@
gmail.com. Cards can also be dropped 
through the mail slot at the main entrance 
of  Town Hall on John West Way. The 
first batch of  cards will be delivered to the 
Canadian Armed Forces on November 
20, with a final round on November 30. 

enormous influence of  developers. 
In this instance, Aurorans can act on 
November 24 at 10 a.m. by showing 
their concern via the following 
video link: global.gotomeeting.
com/join/180385245 or by calling 
an audio-only telephone line: 1-888 
299-1889 (Access code: 180-385-
245)

While you will not be able to 

speak, LPAT will see how many of  
us are watching and listening. So 
please demonstrate your interest 
in the outcome of  this critical 
environmental case by logging on 
via the above link or phoning in. 
You can make a difference.

George Skoulikas
President

Henderson Forest  
Aurora Ratepayer Association (HFARA)

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR

Dianne Harrison is pictured at the Aurora Cenotaph 
last fall.                        Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, but if you want to 

be there when they do... advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory      

Call 905-727-3300   Ext. 102 to book your ad

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

PROPANE

RENOVATION

WATER

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Home Remodeling • Electrical Plumbing  
Kitchen & Bathrooms
Finished Basement  

All Flooring Tiles • Hardwood Laminate
..Drywall • Painting 

Deck & Fences 

A&A IDEAL 
RENOVATION

416-219-4530  
Alex 416-625-4441

No job to small! 

Fully licensed and insured 
One year warranty on all labour

For nearly a decade, the Town has 
lobbied to secure the acreage from the 
Province for recreational use. These 
ideas have ranged from the development 
of  several sports fields to address long-
identified shortages within Aurora, 
to a new recreation centre to account 
for future growth, to a centre of  sports 
excellence, to a possible location for a 
standalone aquatics facility, the latter of  
which was discussed further by Council 
last week.

Although Mayor Mrakas says the 
Town does not dispute the need for 
long-term care beds in the community, 
the Province’s decision to leave the 
Town out of  the loop on their plans was 
“concerning.”

“Obviously, the need for long-term 
care facilities and an improvement in 
that area is welcome,” he says. “The 
unfortunate part is these are lands 
the Town has expressed interest in for 
many years [for] recreational purposes. 
I think, truly, the unfortunate part is 
they have gone ahead and put forward 
a Ministerial Zoning Order (MZO) on 
the lands without any consultation with 
the Town.

“It seems…the Province has basically 
sidestepped the public planning 
process and it is a little bit much. It 
is very concerning from a municipal 
standpoint. Planning and zoning 
changes need to be dealt with at the 
municipal level.”

Since last week’s announcement, 
Mayor Mrakas said his office has 

reached out to Aurora’s two MPPs – Mr. 
Parsa and Deputy Premier Christine 
Elliott – on the matter and they have 
said putting the property on the market 
it is a matter of  getting “feelers out 
there to see what’s out there and what 
proposals would come back.”

“At that point, they would come and 
sit down with myself  and the Town, 
and while I appreciate that, I do feel 
that step has come one step too late,” 
says Mayor Mrakas.

“I have always talked about the fact 
that we have our official plans, we have 
our zoning for our community, we have 
all that stuff  in place for a purpose 
because we understand what the vision 
is for our community.”

NEW MEASURES FOR 
AT HOME SUPPORTS

Local seniors will receive enhanced 
at-home supports to delay the need for 
long-term care.

York Region was named one of  five 
Ontario communities that will be part 
of  the Community Paramedicine for 
Long-Term Care program, which, 
according to the Ontario Government, 
will “help seniors on long-term care 
waitlists stay safe in the comfort of  their 
own homes and communities longer.”

The program will rely on the skills of  
paramedicine practitioners to alleviate 
hallway healthcare and “provide 
additional and appropriate care for 
seniors.” This includes enhanced at-
home supports.

The Community Paramedicine 

Program will be delivered by local 
paramedic services, including York 
Region EMS, to provide seniors with 
round-the-clock access to health services 
through in-home and remote methods, 
provide home visits and in-home testing 
procedures, ongoing monitoring of  
changing or escalating conditions to 
prevent or reduce emergency incidents, 
and provide connections for participants 
and their families to home care and 
community supports.”

The announcement was lauded by 
Ms. Elliott and Mr. Parsa.

“I am excited that York Region 
has been chosen as one of  the first 
communities to participate in the 
paramedicine program,” said Mr. 

Parsa. “This 100 per cent provincially 
funded long-term care program will 
provide our seniors, their families and 
caregivers peace of  mind while waiting 
for a long-term care bed.”

Added Ms. Elliott: “Our government 
is proud to support innovative models 
of  care that help more patients access 
the care they need, when they need it. 
The new community paramedicine 
for long-term care program in York 
Region is a great example of  innovative 
solutions that move us closer to our 
shared vision of  building a modern and 
connected health care system, ending 
hallway health care and helping more 
seniors stay safe in the comfort of  their 
own homes.”

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!
Long-time Auroran Eileen MacDonald, 
a resident of Chartwell Park Place, 
celebrated her 100th birthday on 
October 24 with a greeting from 
The Queen to mark her special day. 
Ms. MacDonald, who was born in 
Norfolk, England, to Scottish parents, 
emigrated to Canada with her 
parents and six siblings in 1930, and 
she and her husband Murdo “Red” 
MacDonald, married in Aurora over 
80 years ago.

        Contributed photo

Province launches paramedicine programs locally



THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 12,  2020           Page 15

FOR SALE

SERVICES

WANTED

HELP WANTED

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

S H E R W O O D 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
GROUP. Trusted 
Tree Maintenance and 
Removal. Free estimates. 
647-400-6998 or 647-
323-1913 Specializing in 
Aerial Pruning, Arborists 
reports, urban tree and 
stump removal and much 
more!

Offer valid through December 31 2020. Not to be used with any other offers.

Save $100 

www.askonlinecanada.ca
info@askonlinecanada.ca   416-735-5547

ASK
ONLINE CANADA

Over 50 courses Grades 9-12. Globally accepted by universities and colleges. 
Teachers available to help on your schedule. FROM HOME!

Your accredited online   
Learning Partner

WANTED: a stationary 
bicycle and treadmill.  In 
good working condition. 
Call 905-751-9817

4 SNOW TIRES no 
rims, Michelin used 2 
years  215/60R17/96T. 
Call 905-751-9817.

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

A L T E R A T I O N S : 
King City area. Providing 
alterations for any leather 
goods, sheepskin coats, 
bags etc. I do pick up and 
delivery if  necessary. For 
more information, please 
call 416-703-4663

YEARS

Retired/near retired contractor/handy 
person with own company to work at our 
67 unit townhouse complex in Aurora. 
Guaranteed 16 hrs/wk contract, with 
possibility of occasional o/time/projects.  
Unit maintenance, ordering supplies, etc.  
Must have own insurance, WHIMIS and 
criminal check. Please email your resume/
company profile and phone number to 
machells@bellnet.ca .  Resumes with no 
phone number will not be contacted.  We 
thank everyone for their interest but we 
will only be contacting those who meet 
our requirements.

CONTRACTOR/HANDY 
PERSON NEEDED

The Aurora Farmers’ Market’s 2020 Outdoor Season came to an end at Town Park on Saturday, October 31, just in time for Hallowe’en. Market-goers and vendors turned out for the sunny outing in their best 
costumes and some even participated in two costume parades. Among those getting into the spooky spirit were (Top Left) flowers Emily and Allison, and baby bee Jocelyn Tam, with Jessica and Eric. (Top Right) 
Josie, Wynter and Jonald. (Bottom Left) Sasha Haughian of Sasha’s Sweets, had more than a few chips on her shoulders. (Bottom Right) The Force was with Anthony Garramone. (Centre) Nolan embraced 
firefighter Marshall from PAW Patrol.                                                                   Auroran photos by Brock Weir       

A SPOOKY END TO THE MARKET SEASON
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FREE REGISTRATION

We may not be able to celebrate the 98th anniversary of 
The Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in person this year, 
but we’ve put together something special for 2020 and 
it’s all FREE. 

The Royal Agricultural Virtual Experience features live 
content every day in The Royal Auditorium Presented by 
OLG, so set your calendars to make sure you tune in. 
If you’re a home cook looking to take your skills to the 
next level then catch the Burnbrae Farms Culinary 
Series. If you’re missing The Royal Horse Show then 
settle in every evening with some of the world’s very best 
equestrian athletes in our Fireside Chats Presented by 
Henry Equestrian. If you’re interested in the state of 
agriculture in Ontario and where it’s headed then the 
Rural Ontario Institute has information for you. We’ve 
got wine-pairings, a Celebration of 4-H, farm fi nancial 
advice, Amber Marshall, and for the fi rst time, an 
opportunity for anyone to participate in the Education 
Symposium Presented by the University of Guelph and 
so much more.

NEW THINGS TO SEE AND LEARN EVERY DAY

AGRICULTURE • EQUESTRIAN SPORT • FOOD • EDUCATION

SEE THE FULL SCHEDULE AT ROYALFAIR.ORG/VIRTUAL

ONCE A CENTURY,
THE ROYAL COMES 
TO YOUR HOUSE
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
The Middle School program 

guides students to refine their 
learning skills and work habits 
to prepare them for success in 

the Upper School. Middle School 
students enjoy daily recess as 
well as a full complement of  
extracurricular, after-school 

programs including supervised 
homework room and tutorials.

UPPER SCHOOL
Learning at Villanova is exciting, 

engaging and enduring. Small class 
sizes, the Teacher-Advisor Program, 

the Guided Learning Centre and daily 
tutorials are just some of the ways 

that our caring faculty give students 
the individual attention they require 

to reach their full potential. Villanova’s 
educational program prepares 

students for university and for life by 
providing outstanding educational 

experiences and a breadth of 
extracurricular activities.

ATHLETICS
The VC athletics program is based 
on a philosophy of personal growth 

nurtured by skilled and caring 
coaches. Developing a spirit of 

teamwork, sportsmanship and fair 
play is essential at all levels. Our 
student athletes enjoy state of  

the art facilities including a new  
turf field, indoor running track and  
17, 000 sq. foot triple gymnasium.

ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT 
PROGRAM

Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses allow motivated 
students to study at a  

higher level and intensity  
in academic areas in which  

they have interests and 
strengths, preparing them  
for the most competitive 

academic programs at the  
top universities in Canada  

and worldwide.

ARTS
Our comprehensive arts program 
includes Instrumental and Vocal 

Music, Drama, Fine Arts and 
Media Arts and is integral to 

our commitment to develop the 
whole person. Students have the 
opportunity to imagine, create, 

perform and develop self-worth. 
Participation in the arts serves to 
broaden the lens through which 

our students see the world.

GRADES 4-12 CO-ED  •  KING CITY, ON

STEM PROGRAM
The Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) Program at 
Villanova College is an exclusive, four-
year academic enrichment program.

Students will take an enriched math 
and science program in grades 9  
and 10 to prepare them for the 

Advanced Placement (AP)  
program in grades 11 and 12.

SOCIAL OUTREACH  
& LEADERSHIP

One of the most important aspects 
of the Villanova experience is the 

opportunity to transform compassion 
into action through service activities. 

VC students share their own talents and 
resources with those in need in ways 
which have included overseas mission 
trips, weekly sandwich patrols, Habitat 

for Humanity builds and countless  
other social outreach projects.

REGISTER FOR AN UPCOMING VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE:  
NOVEMBER 18, 20, 24 & 26

905-833-1909  •  admissions@villanovacollege.ca  •  www.villanovacollege.org

WE ARE VC
Villanova College is an 
independent Catholic 

Augustinian school 
committed to excellence 

and dedicated to the 
education of young 

people engaging  
them in their spiritual, 
intellectual, physical  

and social development.

* Photos taken pre-pandemic
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PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU NEED!! CALL TODAY!!239 Main St., Schomberg

H.R. HORIZON REALTY LTD.,
BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated

416-706-0419
HORIZONREALTY.CALtd., Brokerage

SCHOMBERG
$1,998,000 Completely Updated Quality Built Normerica Post & Beam Home On 
Beautifully Treed Private 2.5 Acres W/View Of Neighboring Pond. Features: Cstm.
Cabinetry, Spacious Leathered Granite Centre Island Kitchen W/Walkout To Covered 
Wrap Around Porch & Patio, Top Of The Line Stainless Appliances, 3 Fireplaces, Natural 
Pine Floors & Beamed Ceilings, 3 Bdrms. W/Vaulted Ceilings & Double Closets. Bright 
Custom 4Pce. Washroom W/Walk-In Rain Shower Overlooking Backyard!  

For Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenAvraamNeo.com  

� inking of Buying 
or Selling Your Home?

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

(Elena) Avraam Neophytou,
Sales Representative, SRES

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

NANCY FAGAN
Sales Representative

CELL: (905) 626-1359  |  OFFICE: (905) 907-5464

www.nancyfagan.ca
Email: sold@nancyfagan.ca

9050 Yonge St., Suite 100, Richmond Hill, ON  L4C 9S6

6074 Hwy 9, Caledon $2,278,000 15370 11th Concession, King $2,795,000*The Daryl King Team consists of 43 registered Sales Representatives. 
Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another Brokerage.

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

 AURORA/KING 
       VOLUME 8, ISSUE 11

Senior Account Executive 
ZACH SHOUB 

zach@auroran.com

Senior Account Executive 
DOUG SHERRITT 

 doug@lpcmedia.ca

Senior Account Executive 
DIANE BUCHANAN 
diane@auroran.com

Art Director 
SARAH DIDYCZ

Published By:

(NC) Today, many families are focused on improving 
their homes instead of spending money on vacations 
and entertainment outside. With autumn as your last 
major chance to renovate before the winter, here are 
some of the best projects to tackle now for maximum 
enjoyment of your space.

UPGRADE YOUR KITCHEN 
The kitchen is the heart of your home, and where you’ll 
be spending lots of time cooking for the holidays and 
entertaining your small social circle. So, give it a facelift 
to make sure it’s a bright and welcoming environment. 
A great DIY project is painting the cabinets in a bold or 
warm shade and updating the hardware in a metallic 
neutral. You can also invest in sleek, energy-efficient 
appliances for a clean, modern aesthetic and get fresh 
seasonal linens for your tablescape.   

FINISH YOUR BASEMENT
A finished basement extends your living space and 
has an excellent return on investment. It’s also the 
perfect place to turn into a spacious dedicated home 
office, so you can finally stop working on your dining 
table or couch and boost your productivity and comfort.  
But whether you want to turn your basement into that, 
a rec room or in-law suite, the first step is installing a 
high-performance subfloor. The best option for this 
is Dricore subfloor panels, which are designed with 
air gap technology to help protect against mould and 
moisture and keep floors dry, comfortable and cozy all 
year. It’s an easy DIY project, as the panels are easy to 
install and a room only takes half a day to do.

ELEVATE YOUR EXTERIORS
Not only does the exterior of your home make the 
first impression, it can also extend your living space 
– which is crucial when we’re working, living and  
playing at home. Make the most of it with areas you 
can spend time in even when the temperature drops. 
For example, you can create a sitting area to relax in  
or host smaller outdoor get-togethers for your social 
bubble by screening in your porch or installing an  
awning over your backyard patio. Laying down Dricore  
panels can work here too, as they will make cold  
surfaces feel warmer, softer and cozier for your feet. 
Complete the space with a heating lamp and you’ll be 
able to enjoy your exteriors almost all year-round.

www.newscanada.com

HI CLARA, congratulations on starting your home 
search! It can be both overwhelming and exciting.

Upgrades can be tricky and are subjective. They 
require consideration for both the seller and the  
potential buyer. It is no secret that certain upgrades, 
like updated kitchens and bathrooms, typically do  
add value to a home. However, some upgrades may 
actually decrease the value of the home and others  
just justify the asking price.  Specifically, if the upgrade 
is specific to that current homeowner.   

For example, as a long-time reader, you probably 
read my article about the shower beer fridge. This is 
a rather unique item that may not have a lot of appeal 
to other homeowners so it would not likely increase 
the value of the home. In addition, if this shower 
fridge was not properly installed, or if it is difficult  
to remove, it could potentially decrease the value of  
the home. Pools are also a great example of an  
improvement that does not increase the value of 
a home. Some buyers will be pleased to have a pool 

in the back yard and won’t be put off by it. However, 
some buyers are turned off by a house that has a pool 
and find pools a burden and an extra expense they  
do not want to take on. In fact, I have a close family  
member who bought a house because of its great  
location, and then had the pool filled in!

In your question, you mentioned composite  
decking. This is often a positive upgrade for a home.  

When I see composite decking in a home, it tells  
me that the current owner cares for the home and 
has invested in it. Composite decking is much more  
expensive compared to wood alternatives. This is 
a feature I would point out to my clients as we are  
assessing the total package offered in the home if we 
were to extend an offer to buy it. But like everything, 
there is not a single perspective.  One of the downsides 
to composite decking is that it tends to be warmer  
on the feet in the summer months. I recently had a  
client who stated that they did not like this feature.  

Clara, it is pretty simple. If you walk into an unkempt  

home that has not been updated, the price you pay 
should reflect this. Typically, a home that needs a 
lot of improvements is going to sell at a lower price  
than a fully renovated home.  However, if the home 
is clean and cared for with thoughtful upgrades, then  
it may make sense for you to pay close to the listing 
price. As I said, upgrades are tricky and subjective so it 
is best to work with a Realtor like me to help navigate 
those waters.  Happy house hunting!

 Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both 

Real Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a 
home please feel free to call or email me directly 

at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 

or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 

Top home renovations  
to invest in this fall

Hi Julien, I am a long-time reader and I very much enjoy your articles  
and social media! Julien, I am a renter and I am starting to look into  
buying a home since it seems we will be spending lots more time indoors. 
I’ve noticed some listings will say things like ‘new composite decking’  
or ‘new 25 year shingles’. Are these important to consider?  
Thank you in advance, Clara.

RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS
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Direct 289.221.1481 Office 905.727.3154 kellyburt@royallepage.ca

Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora
905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical 
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, 
Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, 
including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE &
LONDON FOG
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A 
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOW
AND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW
JAVA,

MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE
& LONDON FOG

COLOURS

BRAND NEW COLOURS

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED *Faucet extra

Pictured here 
New Bermuda White Colour 

This inspection is your chance to document any 
items that are damaged, incomplete or missing   
before moving  in.  Here’s what  new homeowners 
need to know about the process:

1The inspection should take between 45 minutes to 
an hour per 1,000 square feet of a home – plenty 

of time to be thorough without feeling rushed. 

2 Bring a copy of the Pre-Delivery Inspection  
Checklist along. This helpful document is available 

for free from Tarion, the organization that provides 
warranty assistance for new home buyers. It gives you 
an idea of what items to inspect – and which issues  
to watch out for – in every part of the home. 

3 This is also an opportunity to learn about how  
to operate and maintain the home’s systems, such 

as heating and cooling. Don’t be afraid to ask ques-
tions – the builder’s representative is there to help. 

4 Make sure any issues are documented on the 
PDI form that the builder’s representative  

will fill out. Include any items that have been  
substituted for others without your consent, such 
as kitchen cabinets or countertops. Although  
this isn’t an official warranty form, it does serve as 
an important record of issues that existed before 
you moved in.

5 Keep your own documentation records of any 
issues  identified. Don’t be afraid to take photos 

and/or videos as a part of this process.

6 Feel free to bring someone along, like a parent,  
realtor or home inspector. Just remember that 

whoever joins in should not try to interfere with the 
builder’s process.

7 If you’re not able to attend, someone can go  
on your behalf. Just remember to notify the 

builder in advance by filling out the Appointment 
of Designate form. 

8 PDIs happen in all seasons and weather condi-
tions, which may pose some challenges. If you’re 

not able to inspect a part of the home, make a note 
of it and remember to look at it as soon as possible. 

9 If anything is reported on the PDI form but  
hasn’t been resolved by the time you move in,  

report it to the builder. You can also submit a  
warranty form to Tarion.

10 Understand that guidelines and procedures 
may be affected by whatever COVID-19  

measures are currently in effect.
www.newscanada.com

(NC) If you’ve purchased a new build house or condo, the pre-delivery  
inspection – or PDI – is your first opportunity to explore your new 
home. It’s also a very important step in the new home-buying journey.

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

about pre-delivery 
home inspections

10things to know 

RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS
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905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Sales Representative

SUSIE STROM
Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Sales Representative
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Client Care Coordinator
LESLIE JENNINGS

Sales Representative
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

51 GLASS DR., AURORA
$1,329,000

149 KENNEDY ST. W., AURORA
$2,375,000 

27 ASPEN LEAF CRT., AURORA 
$1,799,000 

48 MEADOWBROOK LANE, MARKHAM
$1,299,000

1341 LORMEL GATE AVE., INNISFIL 
$779,000

5 LENSMITH DR., AURORA

964 ELGIN ST., NEWMARKET 149 DEERWOOD CRES., RICHMOND HILL 56 RICHARDSON DR., AURORA

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD. 154 Maple

SOLD

4072 2nd Line

SOLD

326 Major Mackenzie

SOLD

409 Timothy

SOLD

446 Lake Drive

SOLD

212 Hill Farm

SOLD
My buyers 
can’t wait 

to call  
this home

COMING SOON
Awesome Townhouse Schomberg

(NC) You don’t have to wait  
for a change of season  
to tidy up your wardrobe.  
Go through your clothes  
and accessories one by  
one in order to have an  
accurate count and take  
the opportunity to donate 
what you don’t want  
anymore. This will help  
you develop an estimate of 
what your closet is worth. 
In the future you can save 
your receipts to update your 
inventory with new items.
USE ONLINE TOOLS
Some insurance providers such as Belairdirect offer  
user-friendly forms to help you. They will speed up 
the process and make it easy to keep it updated,  
organized and accessible. 

RENT WITH PEACE OF MIND
Even if you are a tenant, it is important to make 
an inventory of your belongings. Whether it’s the 
fridge your aunt gave you when you moved out, 
your grandmother’s sofa or your parents’ old bed 
that furnishes your home, all your belongings  
must be listed so that you have an accurate  
replacement cost for all your household goods 
should anything happen.

After all the hard work you’ve done, it’s important  
to stay on top of your list with check-ins every year 
or each time you make large purchases.

Find other tips and learn more about the  
importance of an up-to-date personal inventory at 
belairdirect.com.

www.newscanada.com

CLEAN 
OUT YOUR 
CLOSET

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

5 tips for creating your own gallery wall
(NC) With more people spending time at home and 
postponing vacations this year, many of us are taking 
on more DIY projects. A fun thing you can try is a 
gallery wall, which is a great way to display memo-
ries and decorate your space.

Gianmarco Bernaudo from Fujifilm Canada recom-
mends these top five tips for making a flawless gal-
lery wall at home:

PICK A SPACE: An important first planning step is 
identifying the square footage you have to work with. 
Think about the corners and spaces that are often 
overlooked, as these can make great places to display 
photos.

WORK WITH A THEME: To make your wall more aes-
thetically pleasing, identify elements you want to 
consistently show, such as colour schemes or sub-
jects like travel or family photos to tell a story.

SELECT AND PRINT: Once your space and theme are 
selected, it’s time to start printing. Consider the me-
dium you want to use, like standard prints in frames 
or on canvas. Finally, look for user-friendly printing 
services such as Fujifilm Printlife, which allows you 
to order prints from the comfort of home.

MAP YOUR ARRANGEMENT: Before you start putting 
holes in your wall, test your design on the floor to 
pick the best layout. You can use tape or the printed 
photos to trial.

ADD NON-PHOTO ELEMENTS: Consider adding 
whimsical items like a clock, baby shoe or succulent 
planter to create a more eclectic vibe, or pay tribute 
to a treasured memory with a sentimental item, such 
as dried flowers from your wedding.

Find more tips on photo printing and creating gal-
lery walls at fujifilmprintlife.ca.

www.newscanada.com

RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS



THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 12 , 2020Page  22
ttttttt/

North York,
semi-detached 2 family home 

perfect for 1st time
buyers / investors!

$798,000

Nobleton,
stunning showcase home

� nished from top to bottom
on a huge premium lot!

$1,948,000

Kleinburg,
almost 1 acre property

with potential for
2 or 3 lots!
$1,998,000

King, 6 majestic treed rolling 
acres with beautifully

renovated ranch bungalow in 
sought a� er location!

$2,388,000

FOR RENT: Totally renovated
5 bedroom country home, mins. 
from Nobleton! Available imme-
diately! $3,500/mth plus utilities.

B R O K E R  o f  R E C O R D

ttttttt/

A  T RU S T E D  R E A LT O R  S I N C E  1 9 8 8

T H E  B E S T  M O V E  Y O U  C O U L D  M A K E

O�  ce: 416-884-1221
Direct: 416-617-1724

jsaraceni@trebnet.com

JOE SARACENI

West Signature Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

FOR RENT:
King City 4 bedroom home 

with King Rd. exposure,
available immediately!

Low interest rates    |  Low inventory
High demand    |   Upward trend in prices

SELLER’S 
MARKET

If you are thinking of selling your property this may 

be the best time to do so.  Call me today

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Ask A Realtor®

Should we 
buy now 
or wait?

The desire to buy a home expands beyond dollars 
and cents and current global concerns, including 
the pandemic. Buying a home is a personal 

decision. Motivation varies for every individual based 
on multiple factors.

Low-interest rates have sparked the urge for Buyers 
to take action now rather than wait once they’ve done 
the calculations to uncover what they can aff ord. 
More homeowners have considered refi nancing 
their mortgages at a lower rate or pulling equity 
from their current home to use for renovations. 
Other Sellers have been preparing their homes for 
sale due to persistent Buyer demand that has caused 
it to be a Seller’s market across the Greater Toronto 
Area. Some Sellers based on current home values may 
be relocating outside of the neighbourhood, perhaps 
even outside of the region.

If uneasy about what to do next, think about why 
a move may make sense in the fi rst place. What is 
the reason behind the desire to purchase a home? 
Is this your fi rst home? Has there been a change in 
the family which could include health concerns, 
employment changes, marriage, baby(s), divorce or 
death are common and very real reasons to move. 

Is the purchase for investment purposes as a vacation 
property or income property?

Is the idea of moving linked to wanting a lifestyle 
change to be closer to public transit, family or friends, 
to be in a specifi c school district, to have a shorter 
work commute, to be near more amenities, or to own 
more property? Assessing how you envision living in 
and around the home for the next fi ve years is a great 
exercise to complete in advance of taking action.

Once motivation has been uncovered with a 
REALTOR® who ideally has an Accredited Buyer’s 
Specialist (ABR®) designating the plan towards 
achieving the customized goals. It is easier to map 
out, and actions can follow more smoothly in this 
competitive and heated housing market.  Attention 
to budget, location and style of home is the next 
consideration. If the ideal home is found aft er all of 
this self-assessment, it makes sense to take action 
and commit to buying sooner than later. 

– Written by Connie Power
Connie Power  - Manager, Sales Representative 

CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES® for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty 
Ltd.,  Brokerage serving York region and beyond. 

Empowering you in real estate!
**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract

 (NC) With cooler evenings and falling leaves around the 
corner, we can look forward to seasonal comforts like getting 
cozy by the fi re and cooking warm and hearty meals. And 
after months spent outdoors, now’s the perfect time to revisit 
and organize the kitchen, starting with your pantry. 

“A well-stocked pantry is my best friend,” says Andrea 
Buckett, food expert and content creator on andreabuckett.
com.  “I review recipes, make lists and stock up on essen-
tials regularly; it really helps with easy weekday meals and 
is also budget-friendly.”

Don’t know where to start?  These simple tips will help 
you save money and stress in the kitchen. 

1Organize what you have. Start by listing what you have, 
identifying what you use and what you don’t, grouping 

items together in different categories. Then, purge what you 
don’t use and donate it to your local food bank.

2Review recipes and make your list. Flip through cookbooks 
and write down pantry staples from your favourite recipes. 

Beans, pasta, oils, spices, canned vegetables and legumes 
are all key ingredients to make easy weekday meals. Want 
to try something new but always missing that certain spice? 
Add it to your grocery list. Shop your list and avoid impulse 
purchases so you stay organized and on budget.

3Stock up on value. Pantry items have a long shelf life, 
so when a key staple that you use goes on sale, it’s a 

good idea to stock up. Olive oil, spices and pasta sauces 
are good items to purchase on sale. It’s also a time to turn 
to a brand like No Name, offering quality products at a great 
value.  Baking experts love the brand’s cocoa powder – it’s 
one of many baking ingredients you’ll fi nd always stocked 
in their pantry.

4Freeze frame. Frozen fruits and vegetables are a must 
in your freezer pantry. Add colour and nutrition to meals 

in a fl ash. Think frozen fruit for morning smoothies, yogurt 
bowls or fruit-fi lled muffi ns. Frozen vegetables can also 
be easily added to sheet pan dinners, stir-fries, soups, pot 
pies or pasta dishes.  Or whip up a quick veggie side dish – 
just heat, add butter and season with dried spices or herbs.

www.newscanada.com

Barristers & Solicitors
Margaret Black    Professional Corporation

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

Tel: 905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate ❖ Wills ❖ Estates

Probate ❖ Family ❖ Immigration

www.blacklawoffi ce.ca

PANTRY 101
Top tips on how to 
stock successfully
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Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

LUXURIOUS 20 ACRE TREED ESTATE $12,950,000
Approx. 20 acres on a magnifi cent private tree estate with 4-acre pond. Two homes both 
with private pools. Bungaloft is approx. 11,000 sq. ft with large terrace overlooking pond. 

Second home is approx. 1,900 sq. ft bungalow. Property secured with gated entrance!

TOTALLY RENOVATED HOME IN PRESTIGIOUS STONEHAVEN! $1,699,900
Approx. 4,000 sq ft totally renovated home in Stonehaven with 3 car tandem garage. Improve-
ments include new roof shingle, garage doors, new marble fl oor, hardwood on main fl oor, new 
bathrooms with heated fl oors on 2nd fl oors, new stucco exterior on front, new furnace & Cac!

94 ACRE HORSE FARM! $2,988,000
Approx. 94 Acre Equestrian Farm with farmhouse. Minutes from Newmarket And 
Hwy 404. Complete With indoor riding arena, 5 fenced in paddocks and 2 Barns 

with 18 stalls, tack room, lounge area, sanding riding area and 2 insulated shops!

CUSTOM BUNGALOW ON 1.01 ACRE LOT! $2,850,000
5,500 sq. ft open concept bungalow with 12 ft ceilings on a 
private one acre, south facing lot. 9 ft ceilings in basement, 

walk-up to backyard & 4 car garage! 

RENOVATED 2 STOREY HOME ON 1.26 ACRE LOT! $2,850,000
Renovated 2 storey home on 1.26-acre lot in prestigious Preston Lake 

community with access to private lake. Approximately 4,800 sq. ft home with 
2 storey dining room, large kitchen & family room with 2-sided gas fi replace!

PRESTIGIOUS STONEHAVEN HOME! $1,598,000
With 9Ft ceilings on main fl oor with 2 storey living room open 

to above, open kitchen and family room, four spacious bedrooms, 
2 Full Ensuites and Recent Improvements!

PREMIUM PIE SHAPED LOT ON CUL-DE-SAC! $1,198,000
Premium pie shaped lot on quiet Cul De Sac, minutes to all amenities including French 

immersion school. Private backyard with inground pool. Approx. 3,600 sq. ft of luxurious 
renovated living space including walk up bsmt. Heated insulated garage.

FOUR LEVEL BACKSPLIT HOME ON QUIET COURT! $958,000
Four level backsplit on premium pie shaped lot on quiet court. 

Minutes to Upper Canada Mall, Southlake hospital and Go Transit. 
Potential for in-law apartment or nanny quarters with side entrance.

OPEN CONCEPT HOME IN PRESTIGIOUS STONEHAVEN! $1,498,000
Private lot with south exposure backing onto park. Open concept home with 9 ft 
ceilings, 2 staircases to basement, potential for in-law suite or nanny’s quarters. 

3 car garage. Many recent improvements including 2 outstanding new bathrooms!

SHOWS LIKE A MODEL HOME! $1,338,000
Modern “Open concept” home in Prestigious Stonehaven, only 10 years old 

loaded with extras and upgrades($300,000), 9 ft ceilings on main fl oor. Approx.
 2,700 sq ft plus large cabana with hot tub patio and fi re pit, quarts countertops!

108 MORTON AVE
SOLD FOR $1,700,000

Call Rocco today for a free evaluation!

SOLD

575 HOLGATE CIRCLE
SOLD FOR $1,600,000

Call Rocco today for a free evaluation!

SOLD

333 THOMAS PHILIPS DR
SOLD FOR $1,485,000

Call today for a free market evaluation!

SOLD

740 VALLEY GREEN TR
SOLD FOR $1,360,000

Call today for a free market evaluation!

SOLD

197 ASPENWOOD DR
SOLD FOR $975,000

Call today for a free market evaluation!

SOLD

334 PRIMROSE LANE
SOLD FOR $855,000

Call today for a free market evaluation!

SOLD

JUDY KENDALL 
Sales Representative

Heritage group Ltd.
Brokerage*

416-258-9579
century21.ca/judykendall

11160 Yonge St, Richmond Hill, ON L4S5H1

Call Judy Kendall to view...416-258-9579

Looking for an investor wanting a long-term family wanting to stay in this lovely 3 bedrooms, end unit 
townhouse. Located in the lovely community of Glenway in Newmarket, close to Upper Canada Mall, easy 
access to HWYs 400 and 404.

17 HESWALL LANE, NEWMARKET

$765,000

Real Estate Market Update – Aurora

Home Buyer’s 
urge to live in Aurora
The push to live in Aurora continued in the month of 

October for 138 home purchasers leaving a bare 
minimum of 2.1 months of inventory to meet the 

current demand. Last year at the same time measured 
there were 64 percent fewer home transactions on 
record. There were 176 homes placed for sale during the 
month and 192 homes total were available at the start of 
November for purchase.  Seller’s yielded on average 99 
percent of their asking price within 20 days on market.  

The average price of a home including all home types 
was $1,052,457 and when the highest and lowest sale 
for the month are removed from this comparison a me-
dian price of $949,300 was the factor to note in October.  
When looking at the median pricing for detached homes 
the price rose to $1,225,000, for those shopping for a 
freehold semi-detached home or townhouse  the me-
dian price was between $792,000 and $793,500 and for 
a condominium townhouse $691,500. For those home 
hunting for a condominium apartment, $510,000 was the 
new normal median price in October 2020. 

Open homes have not been permitted in York region 
and this has not deterred sales. Buyers can experi-

ence homes virtually more than ever with Selling real 
estate Registrants having the ability to share up to 
40 photos, virtual tours, virtual open houses, multiple 
attachments like fl oor plans, home features, disclosures 
and more online.  

Call a REALTOR® today to book your virtual or in-
person appointment following COVID-19 safety proto-
cols wearing personal protective equipment (PPE) and 
discuss how home values have continually improved for 
Seller’s across the ten core Aurora neighbourhoods. 

– Written by Connie Power 

Connie Power is the Manager, Real Estate Sales Representative 
CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES®,  for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd.,  

Brokerage serving York region and beyond 
in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an 
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto Regional 
Real Estate Board; Market Watch Report Summary of existing home 
Transactions for October 2020 for Aurora and the Regional Housing 

Market Table Report for York/Simcoe for October 2020.

***Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

(NC) As many of us continue to work  remotely, 
having a functioning home offi  ce is essential. 
From lighting to storage  to décor, there are several 
factors to consider, so  it’s  easy to overlook safety. 
Here are  some  key steps to help ensure  your 
new workspace is safe as well as productive.

SAFEGUARD YOUR COMPUTER.  With hackers 
exploiting the increase in remote working, it is 
critical to keep operating and anti-virus packages up 
to date. Perform frequent updates to help prevent 
malicious soft ware from invading your computer 
and network. Change your passwords regularly and 
back up your fi les.

AVOID OVERLOADING OUTLETS.  Each year, 
electrical malfunctions account for 35,000 home 
fi res, according to the Electrical Safety Foundation 
International. Make sure your outlets contain arc 
fault circuit interrupters (AFCIs), which can 
prevent fi res caused by damaged or overheated 
wiring or electrical devices. In case of an emergency, 
keep the easy-to-use  First Alert EZ Fire Spray  in 
your home offi  ce to quickly defuse small electrical 

fi res. Th e light aerosol can design makes it easy to 
hold, use and store.

SET UP A CLUTTER-FREE SPACE. Keep your work 
area organized to prevent potential hazards. Avoid 
injuries by keeping scissors, staplers and all sharp 
or heavy offi  ce tools away from edges of the desk, 
especially if you have children or pets. Secure all 
phone lines and electrical cords along a wall or 
under a desk to keep them away from heat sources 
and high-traffi  c areas.

INSTALL AND MAINTAIN ALARMS. Beyond the offi  ce, 
installing smoke and carbon monoxide (CO) alarms 
will help protect your entire home. For optimal 
protection, install working smoke and CO alarms 
on each level of the home, inside every bedroom 
and outside each sleeping area. To properly maintain 
your alarms, test them regularly, change the 
batteries every six months and replace the units 
every 10 years.

Find more home fi re safety tips at fi rstalert.ca.

www.newscanada.com

RESALE 
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Safety reminders 
for your home offi ce

RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS
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14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

2017-2019

32 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
#1 Individual in Aurora*

Top 1% in Canada*

Monica Stohr

LOCATION LOCATION!

Fabulous family neighbourhood of Bayview Greens! Stylish renovated 4 bdrm home features updated  
Bistro style white kitchen with centre island, granite counters, pantry & lrg breakfast rm with bay window 
overlooking family rm w/ gas frpl. Stunning designer lvg & dng rms with wainscot and crown mldng, Hrdwd 
flr, hrdwd stairs, new carpet on 2nd level, spacious bdrms, updated baths, finished bsmt w/ rec rm,  5th bdrm, 
bath, office, exercise area & more! Inviting front porch & large interlock patio surrounded by perennial grdns. 
Steps to all amenities, parks, schools, walking trails. Will not last!  $1,099,00

PENTHOUSE LIFESTYLE

Enjoy this 3 year new Penthouse in The Arbors lowrise condominium with spectacular South & West views  
overlooking treed conservation backdrop!Minutes to all amenities in Aurora as well as a 2 minute drive to 
HWY404, this fabulous penthouse suite features 10 foot ceilings, sleek kitchen with granite counters, centre island,  
glass backsplash & stainless steel appls, laminate floors, walk out to balcony with sunny Southwest views,  
4 piece ensuite & ensuite laundry.  Amenities include stylish lobby, guest suite, large shared outdoor terrace with 
BBQ area, party room with bar/kitchen, billiards rm, exercise & yoga rm, pet mudroom/bath. $478,800

MODERN FARMHOUSE SHOWSTOPPER

Enjoy your “Happily Ever After” in style with complete luxury in this one of a kind bungalow nestled on a  
picturesque half acre mature lot in Aurora! This rare offering exemplifies exceptional detail & craftmanship from 
16’ vaulted ceilings with custom beams to a showpiece 25x20 ft kitchen that jumps off the pages of a magazine! 
10’ island, white oak plank Hrdwd flrs, 14’ bdrm vaulted clngs, 8’ solid doors, walk up finished open concept  
basement, triple heated garage with parking for 9 cars! Gorgeous entertainer’s patio, nightscape lites, irrigation 
syst & so much more!! $2,988,000

*As per gross closed commissions 2018 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

BUNGALOW TOWNHOME

Rarely offered 2 bedroom bungalow townhouse in the heart of Aurora within steps to all amenities. This  
beautifully renovated home offers stunning new white kitchen with quartz counters, huge island and new  
stainless steel appls. Family rm with vaulted ceiling & gas frpl, wide plank hardwood flrs throughout main level,  
new carpet in fin. bsmt, Master suite with vaulted ceiling & gorgeous new ensuite with large shower & glass  
enclosure, sleek black hardware and barn door feature, stylish new front door & wainscot entry, new trim  
& baseboards. Offered at $818,000

Home Sweet Home! Country Living At It’s Finest! Perfectly 
Appointed On 15.63 Acres, Overlooking Apple Orchards 
Sits This Lovely Custom Built Family Home! Breathtaking 
Views From Every Room, Multiple Walk-Outs, Wrap Around 
Porch! Three Wood Burning Fireplaces,Perfect For These 
Cool Fall Evenings. Call today to arrange a private viewing!  
Anne Hilliard/Broker 416 795-4920.

At The End Of This Pretty Covered Lane, Nestled Amongst The 
Trees, On 51 Acres, Sits This Grand Ol’ Dame In All Her Glory, 
Overlooking King’s Prettiest Countryside! Lovingly Maintained, 
Updated & Renovated Over The Years! The Perfect Location 
For Peaceful Country Living, And Great Exposure for Your 
Home Business, Just a Few Minutes North Of Nobleton or 
South Of Schomberg! Call today to arrange a private viewing!  
Anne Hilliard/Broker 416 795-4920.

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

annehilliard.ca
anneh@ronanrealty.com

c: 416.795.4920

5870 KING ROAD
NOBLETON, ONt: 905.859.4477  |  f: 905.895.4478

ANNE HILLIARD
B R O K E R

Opening Doors for You
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

annehilliard.ca
anneh@ronanrealty.com

c: 416.795.4920

5870 KING ROAD
NOBLETON, ONt: 905.859.4477  |  f: 905.895.4478
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Opening Doors for You

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

annehilliard.ca
anneh@ronanrealty.com

c: 416.795.4920

5870 KING ROAD
NOBLETON, ONt: 905.859.4477  |  f: 905.895.4478

ANNE HILLIARD
B R O K E R

Opening Doors for You

$1,899,999 $2,499,900

EXTERIOR
Empty exterior pipes: To keep your pipes from 

freezing and bursting, empty all exterior taps and 
shut off  the valves until next spring.

Inspect gutters, roof and exterior walls: Empty 
leaves or any other debris from gutters, and make 
sure they’re still fi rmly attached. Now is the time to 
replace any shingles on your roof that are broken or 
loose to avoid any leaks that could happen when the 
temperature drops with a pile of snow on the roof. 
Inspect all walls for developing cracks that need to 
be sealed to keep water out; the freezing and thawing 
of water can cause major damage.

Clean and store outdoor furniture: If you haven’t 
already, ensure your patio tables, chairs and 
barbecue are cleaned and stored away. Avoid rust on 
your grills by brushing them with vegetable oil and 
wrapping them in newspaper.

INTERIOR
Protect pipes from extreme cold: Water expands 

in the cold, which means when a severe cold snap 
hits, pipes can be at risk of bursting. Seal any air leaks 
surrounding plumbing indoors to keep out cold draft s. 
On very cold days, keeping faucets running just enough 
to drip can prevent water from freezing inside the pipes.

Insulate doors and windows: If you feel a draft  
around door and window frames, it may be time to 
install (or replace) the weather-stripping. You may 
also want to seal windows with inexpensive yet 
eff ective weather-strip fi lm.  You can fi nd DIY 
insulation fi lm at your local hardware store.

Clean heating and ventilation systems: Before turn-
ing your heat on, clean electric baseboards to prevent 
bad odours when they come back on and test each one 
to ensure they’re all working properly. If you have an 
air exchanger, clean it before using it too, or you’ll fi nd 
yourself in a house full of the dust that’s accumulated 
in the ductwork over the summer months. 

Now is also a good time to check in with you 
home insurance provider to make sure your optional 
coverages account for your needs. Th is can include 
risks like water damage from in-ground or above-
ground sources and water service pipe damage. 
But rest assured, if you run into problems, your 
insurance provider will be with you every step 
of the way. Some providers like Belairdirect even 
off er home claim forgiveness, which can protect your 
premium from increasing aft er your fi rst claim.

Find more information at belairdirect.com.

www.newscanada.com
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Follow these tips to 
winterize your home and stay warm

(NC)  The weather is getting colder and with Old Man Winter 
around the corner, it’s important to make sure you and your 
home are prepared. Use these tips to stay cozy and know 
you’re protected until the spring thaw.

RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS
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INTRODUCING

PARK TOWER  
RET IREMENT  RES IDENC ES

AT THE MEADOWS

N OW  S e l l i N g

AurOrA’S NeWeST reTiremeNT reSideNce fOr iNdepeNdeNT liviNg
Park Tower features 125 superbly designed retirement residences in a wide and stunning range of design and suite options. 

The 7-storey building will be located immediately adjacent and linked to Woodland Towers and is beautifully sited to  
take full advantage of our amazing park-like setting and complement our green environment. 

 

The Meadows invites you to consider our “Continuum of Living” approach to retirement living, the full range 
of amenities available to you along with our caring Christian community.

 

featuring both pre-construction pricing and a 3% “early purchaser’s discount”  
that could translate up to $32,900 in savings for you.

400 Wil l iam Graham Drive at Lesl ie Street,  Aurora

905 503 5560  • sales@tmoa.ca  • themeadowsofaurora.com

MORE THAN A HOME. A COMMUNITY.

By appointment only. Please call 905 503 5560
Monday to Friday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm  Saturday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

(NC)  From family meals to intimate 
gatherings with friends, the right 
ambiance can instantly elevate 
any occasion. To create a warm, 
welcoming space, start by 
choosing colours that invite you 
and your guests to the table.

Drawing from a palette inspired by fall’s warm 
hues and turning leaves, you can make your dining 
space the best seat in the house. Here, Sharon Grech, 
Benjamin Moore colour and design expert, shares 
her professional advice to help you create memorable 
dining moments at home.

BRING THE RESTAURANT EXPERIENCE HOME. 
Th oughtfully pair the colours in your dining space 
with food. “To emphasize the art behind every dish, 
shades of red are always a great choice,” says Grech. 
“Favourite reds from Benjamin Moore such as 
Rosy Apple 2006-30 and Caliente AF-290 will make 

food look almost too good to eat, and ensure your 
family and friends are left  craving more.”

CHOOSE COLOURS THAT SPARK CONVERSATION.
For fans of intimate dinner parties that last into the 
evening, Grech recommends incorporating rich, 
earthy hues such as Caponata AF-650 and Warmed 
Cognac AF-235, as these comfortable and convivial 
shades will encourage your guests to linger at the 
table just a little bit longer.

VISUAL EFFECTS CREATE A SEPARATE DINING ROOM. 
If you don’t have a designated dining room, you can 

easily create a space that celebrates dining at home 
by colour-blocking a portion of a wall. Just as a plate 
focuses the eye on the meal, colour blocking can help 
focus the eye on one specifi c section of the space 
and create a defi ned area, even when you have an 
open-concept fl oorplan.

“Painting a colour block is a great weekend project, 
and Aura Waterborne Interior Paint helps you 
achieve professional results at home so you can 
always dine in style.” 

www.newscanada.com

MEMORABLE 
DINING MOMENTS: 
Set the tone with inviting colours

RESALE HOMES COLLECTIONS
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FALL VIRTUAL 
OPEN HOUSE 

DATES
NOV. 18 & 24 - GRADE 9

NOV. 20 - GRADES 4 - 6 

NOV. 26 - GRADES 4 – 8

GRADES 4-12 CO-ED  •  KING CITY, ON

Please 
Join Us!

• STEM & AP Programs

• University Preparatory

• Catholic Tradition of 
Academic Excellence

• Tuition Assistance

• Grade 7 and Grade 9 
Entrance Scholarships

Please register at  
www.villanovacollege.org 

or call 905-833-1909

* Photos taken pre-pandemic
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GRADES 4-12 CO-ED  •  KING CITY, ON

VC by the  
Numbers

Service hours completed annually 
by VC Upper School students

ENROLMENT 

Grades
4-12

 
ACRE  
CAMPUS  

16:1 
Average Student  

Teacher Ratio

U N I V E R S I T Y 
P L A C E M E N T

12,000

650  
UNIVERSITY ACCEPTANCE 

OFFERS FOR CLASS OF 2020

A
V

G
.


