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Residents urged to “go back to basics” 
on prevention as school gears up

Home Sweet Home! 
And, the Safest Place to 
Be Now for Seniors!

Contact now Brian Porter, 
Director, Living Assistance 
Services, for advice and care 
at home at 416.483.0070

www.laservices.ca
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Highly Qualified to Handle Your 
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Over 25 years of Award Winning service!

Your Community Realty, Aurora 
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Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks 
are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins 
du Québec, used under licence.

Richard Gong, Agent
15342 Yonge St
Aurora ON L4G 1N8
905-727-6333 
richard.gong@desjardins.com

Service 
with Trust 

and  
Integrity.

ERIC SKILLINS
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

416.988.0209
DIRECT

Call Now !
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Cologna

Melody 
Cara

Melody Cara  416-884-7348 | Melody@caramortgages.ca
Carol Cologna 905-953-6902 | carol.cologna@mortgagegroup.com

 URGENT!
If you are not income qualifying 

call us for your options

More than 20 
new cases linked  

to wedding
By Brock Weir

As York Region elementary and 
secondary students enrolled for in-class 
learning prepare to head back to school 
this Thursday, September 10 in a staggered 
back-to-school week, York Region Public 
Health is encouraging the community to 

“get back to basics” to keep community 
transmission of  COVID-19 down.

“As numbers of  new cases of  
COVID-19 decrease, the risk of  
transmission decreases and the risk of  
outbreaks in the schools decrease, so it 
is incumbent that we go back to basics 
– and the basics are: physical distancing 
by two metres or more, ensuring that we 
wear masks in indoor public places and on 
transit, that we wash our hands frequently 
and we stay home if  we’re sick,” said 
Dr. Karim Kurji, York Region’s Medical 

Officer of  Health, in his Monday update. 
“The latter point cannot be emphasized 
more.”

His update came less than a week after 
York Region residents were warned about 
two instances of  possible exposure to the 
virus.

More than 20 individuals who attended 
a series of  wedding events in Whitchurch-
Stouffville, Markham and Toronto 
between August 28 and August 29 have 
now tested positive for COVID-19, 

905-751-0533|14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S.

www.barronshome.net

Barrons

OPEN 10-5 
Mon.to Sat.

Hand Sanitizer
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$399FACE MASKS
Washable 2 Ply Cotton

$199

Continued on page 17

By Brock Weir

This September 20, Aurorans were 
due to lace up and head outdoors to 
mark the 40th anniversary of  Terry 
Fox’s Marathon of  Hope by taking 
part in Terry Fox Runs held across the 
country.

While in-person, communal 
gatherings to pay tribute to Fox and 
continue his efforts to raise millions of  
dollars for cancer research will have to 
wait due to COVID-19, Hope is set to 
carry on virtually this year. 

#TryLikeTerry 
Terry Fox Run marks 

milestone anniversary – 
virtually

Offering JK-12 on 100 acres in King. www.cds.on.ca 
Book your virtual tour today!   905.833.1972  
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14800 Yonge Street  |  The Aurora Shopping Centre | 905. 726. 4063  |  www.oakridgefashions.com
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NEW SEASON •   NEW DRESS CODE
Casual. Comfortable. Coordinated.

With the world in fl ux, we’re grateful 
to be here to serve you.Thank you for your loyalty.

~ Serving you Instore & Online. ~

14845 Yonge Street, Unit 2&3, Aurora, Ontario, Canada, L4G 1N1
T: 905-841-8593    F: 905-841-6430

PLUS CAA Members 
receive an ADDITIONAL 
3% back in CAA Dollars®

Dulux.ca

THERE’S
A BETTER
WAY
Talk to the experts at your 
local Dulux Paints store

QUICKER. BETTER. SMARTER.

Buy one, get one  
FREE*

See store for details

Dirusha and Asher lean in for a selfie ahead of 
the Town of Aurora’s popular Concerts in the Park 
music series at Town Park. A socially-distanced 
affair this year, the concerts wrap this Wednesday, 
September 9, with Glenn Marais and the Mojo 
Train. But that won’t be the end of the music – 
on Saturday, the band shell will be the scene of 
Aurora’s redesigned Multicultural Festival. For 
more, see Page 16. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

STEPPING UP TO SAVE A LIFE – Mayor Tom Mrakas joined members of the Central 
York Girls Hockey Association Orange Crush Peewee Hockey Team at Town Park on Wednesday 
evening to dedicate a new SaveStation, a defibrillator purchased through the team’s fundraising 
efforts. For more, see Page 12.                                                   Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

Students have several opportunities 
for learning but online learning is 
one of  the fastest growing ways for 
high school students to earn credits.  
ASK Online Canada is an Ontario 
accredited, private high school 
(Grades 9-12) that offers students 
opportunities to study online 
credit courses toward the Ontario 
Secondary School Diploma (OSSD).  

 The benefits of  online studying 
are plentiful; students can start at 
any time and learn at their own pace, 
they can study when their schedules 
permit, they can take as much time 
or as little time as needed to complete 
their credits and they can study from 
anywhere.  Students  strengthen their 
responsibility and time management 

skills while working toward course 
completion. Upon completion, 
students enjoy a great sense of  
achievement and success.  Students 
can study full time or supplement 
their courses by studying part-time.  
Final reports are sent to the student’s 
home school upon completion 
and will be added to the student’s 
transcript. Caring, experienced 
teachers are always available to help! 

 With over 65 interactive, engaging 
credit courses to choose from, 
students can sharpen their skills and 
get ahead.   

 If  you have any questions at all, please 
just ASK! info@askonlinecanada.ca / 
416-735-5547 

ASK Online Canada 
Engages High School 
Students for Success

Advertorial

Eric Jolliffe aimed to be agent of change at York Regional Police

By Brock Weir

Eric Jolliffe wanted to be an agent of  
change – not just change for change’s sake, 
but in a way that transformed policing at 
the community level.

That was his vision when he sat down 
for the job interview that resulted in his 
appointment as Chief  of  York Regional 
Police just over a decade ago and now, 
settling into his retirement, it is an 
achievement he looks back on with pride.

Jolliffe retired from the force after more 
than 30 years in policing this past spring.

It has been a long journey for the 
Thornhill native and former student of  
St. Andrew’s College (including a stint 
serving in Edmonton where one of  his first 
assignments was guarding Wayne Gretzky 
at a fan event when The Great One was 
with the Oilers) but a journey that was as 
rewarding at its conclusion as it was at the 
start.

“When I first applied here, there was 
no room at the inn,” says Joliffe of  his first 
flirtation with the YRP. “Then I saw an 
opening with the City of  Edmonton…and 
I desperately wanted to be a police officer 
and trucked halfway across the country to 

fulfil my dream.”
He found fulfilment in living the dream, 

but says he always wanted to come home.
“I loved working out there, but my heart 

was always here,” he says.
Eventually, an opportunity to come 

back to his roots presented itself  and soon 
he was a frontline police officer in Aurora, 
Stouffville, King and Newmarket.

He worked on the frontlines for 
approximately six years until a change in 
command.

Before heading off  to Edmonton, 
Jolliffe began studying criminology at 
York University before Alberta beckoned 
halfway through his undergrad. As he 
forged ahead with his career, he made a 
commitment to himself  to finish his degree 
whenever he could, and this personal 
pledge ultimately stood him in good stead.

“The [incoming] Chief  of  Police found 
out I had a degree; I didn’t think anything 
of  it because it was a personal commitment 
and I didn’t realize I was the only YRP 
member with a university degree,” he says.

This was in 1986 and now Jolliffe 
estimates that 95 per cent of  the people 
that join the YRP have degrees.

That is a change that has come with 
time, and it is a change he has tried to 

foster after taking the helm, which he did 
after rising through the ranks of  Inspector, 
then Deputy Chief  of  Operations, and 
a further four years as Deputy Chief  of  
Administration.

Then, the opportunity came to take that 
final step.

“I felt I had an opportunity to offer 
change for the organization – not realizing 
I would be hanging out for 10 years,” says 
Jolliffe of  the beginning of  his tenure. “My 
fingerprints are all over the organization in 
terms of  how it is placed in our industry 
and York Regional Police is seen as one of  
the foremost leading police agencies in the 
country, and it wasn’t that way 25 years ago.

“I promised (the York Regional Police 
Services) Board a few things: I told them 
that York Regional Police would be woven 
into the fabric of  this community, that 
York would be technically innovative in 
its approach to solving crime, that York 
Regional Police would be a Top 100 
Employer in Ontario – and I didn’t even 
know what that meant, but it sounded 
good. I told the Board on my last day that I 
held to my promises.”

Weaving the York Regional Police “into 
the fabric of  the community” is one of  the 
cornerstones of  his time at the head of  the 
force, and, at its roots is a simple philosophy.

“If  you ask any investigator, they don’t 
solve any crime without someone from 
the community offering a hand, and if  
you haven’t built that relationship with the 
community, you’re not going to get the 
information required to solve crime,” says 
Jolliffe. “My day to day job was running 
YRP and its 2,500 employees and its $370 
million budget, but my evenings were about 
connecting to the community seven nights 
a week.”

Demonstration of  this philosophy in 
action can be seen all around York Region, 
from outreach programs to the continued 
development of  the Community Safety 
Village in Whitchurch-Stouffville, to, here 
in Aurora, the YRP’s headquarters on Don 
Hillock Drive.

“When you’re able to bring in young 
people and teach them about traffic safety, 

bicycle safety, internet safety, stranger 
danger, the stuff  around drugs, we have 
seen over 400,000 young people in this 
Region [come through the Safety Village]. 
Year after year, I was able to go to the Police 
Services Board and say, ‘I’m no scientist, 
I’m no mathematician, but one might think 
having 400,000 young people interact with 
its Police Service might pay off  down the 
road.

“When we built this headquarters, 
the intent of  the atrium was to invite the 
community into the organization. It doesn’t 
matter if  it is Black Heritage Month, Asian 
Heritage Month, 500 people from our 
community here are interacting with their 
police service. It has built tremendous 
relationships in our communities.”

Next Week: How this relationship building has 
paid off  during a time of  police scrutiny outside York 
Region

Recently retired York Regional Police Chief Eric Jolliffe is pictured at the YRP’s Aurora headquarters in 
August.                   Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Street sign change is 
“scandalous”

Leave Evelyn Buck alone, 
says reader

Projects like Library 
Square should come 
down to referendum

(Re: New street signs represent inclusivity 
without name change)

I cannot refrain from stating how 
scandalous it is provoking Ms. Buck, 
former Mayor and long serving Town 
Council member, by attaching the 
rainbow colours to her named street 
sign; a despicable thing to do.

If  her statement about the 
Rainbow Crosswalk was damaging 
to the LGBTQ group, avenues are 
available for them to address that, 
including legal ones.

Town Council should not be the 
group’s representative in condemning 
it or even interfering in it.

Viewing this, strictly from a 
taxpayer’s perspective, Town 
Council has gotten itself  into a 
highly controversial scenario with 
unpalatable decisions, totally 
absconding its neutral/impartial 
position- taking requirement. 

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora

(Re: Evelyn Buck Lane residents call for 
street name change, August 13)

I want to say, I think it is disgusting 
the way Evelyn Buck is being criticized. 
All she did was speak her mind. You 
let demonstrators upset everyone, but 
we can’t speak our mind or have an 
opinion. I agree with her. I’m sick of  all 
the complaints from the LGBT and their 
flags, parades and now crosswalks. We 
know they’re here and that’s fine, but 
they don’t need to shove it in our face and 
exploit it so much.

We don’t ask for special privileges 
because we are heterosexual.

We accept their choice but we are sick 
of  their complaints. Just live and let live.

So I say, leave Evelyn Buck alone and 
don’t change the street name. She 
earned it.

M. Flynn
Aurora

Hats off  to Linda Landman for her letter 
of  August 13, 2020.

She hits the nail right on the head. 
“Council needs to know the difference 
between a need and a want.” Linda says 
this is not the right time for a legacy project 
like Library Square considering the current 
unemployment picture, residents in need, 
and unknown future COVID fallout. After 
all, she says she didn’t vote for higher taxes. 
I agree. Why do we need this project at this 
time?

We have seen our Mayor and some 
Councillors push grandiose plans before 
without regard for the residents of  low 
income who are unable to afford greater 
financial burden. And what will the final cost 
be to we, the taxpayer? At first I heard $51 
million, then $57 million, but maybe it will 
be over $70 million considering the rise in 
materials cost such as lumber and unforeseen 
other increases.

Projects like this should be decided by 
referendum to determine if  there is a demand 
and a willingness to pay for such undertakings 
rather than dictating your plan to us.

This Council could sink some taxpayers 
into poverty for years to come.

Ron Miller
Aurora

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

It was hard not to be overwhelmed by 
your surroundings; there wasn’t a single 
place on which you could set your eyes 
without suddenly staring something of  
significance square in the face.

In some ways, it was a museum. In 
other ways, and quite by design, it was 
a gallery space.

Honeyed wood panelling and 
glistening chandeliers lent the place 
a sense of  both history and gravity, 
but other furnishings, art pieces, and 
photos of  contemporaries scattered on 
desktops and behind cabinet glass were 
just modern and current enough let you 
keep one foot in the present.

As I waited for my name to be called, 
I had enough time to scan the room.

Between the panels and gilded 
furniture, there were vivid paintings 
and photographs from artists from 
all across Ontario. There were hand-
drawn sketches sent in by youngsters 
from places as varied as Thorold and 
Thunder Bay. If  you had any questions, 
sometimes all you needed to do was 
lean in just a little closer to see a little 
sign or pamphlet interpreting just what 
you were looking at – and usually the 
text made you even more awe-struck 
than you were before.

Then my name was called and I was 
ushered up a portrait-lined stairway, 
ascending each step as the great and 
good of  this Province’s history looked 
down. With a knock on the door, my 
besuited escort turned the knob and I 
was instantly put at ease.

Just through the door was David 
Onley, who was taking time out of  his 
busy final few weeks in office to share 
his reflections on leaving his post as 
Lieutenant Governor of  Ontario. 

As he neared the end of  a highly 
successful term as the Queen’s 
representative in Ontario, the obvious 
lead question was what was going 
through his mind as he prepared to 
close a hugely significant chapter in his 
already storied life.

There were, of  course, mixed 
feelings, he said; and there was also a 
bit of  housekeeping left to do before he 
turned the keys over to his successor (and 
the incumbent) Elizabeth Dowdeswell. 
What struck me though was how Onley 
brainstormed and came to re-shape 
and define the position itself.

While the grand floor reception 
rooms of  the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
Suite at Queen’s Park and the grand 
stairway just behind me were steeped in 
history, he wasn’t content to maintain 

the status quo and preserve the Crown 
in amber. Rather, Onley saw the office 
as one adaptable to meet both the needs 
and expectations of  Ontarians today.

“One of  the things I have committed 
myself  to doing as Lieutenant-
Governor [is] to reflect the relevance 
of  the office to the community and 
the culture of  Ontario,” he said. “I 
felt enhancing [the position] to the 
community was fairly straightforward 
because you accept invitations to attend 
events, people see you and you get some 
kind of  recognition [but enhancing] the 
role of  the office to the culture was a 
different situation. We strove to become 
involved with communities and groups 
that hitherto weren’t involved at all or 
involved marginally. 

“We have tried to be involved as 
we can in a whole range of  areas…
knowing full well it has to be done in an 
apolitical way.”

Little over a year later, I had the 
chance to interview his successor, albeit 
in significantly less-grand surroundings: 
the bottom of  a stairwell – completely 
free of  any sort of  art let alone a 
portrait – at Fort York following the 
newly-minted Lieutenant-Governor 
assuming command of  the Queen’s 
York Rangers.

“Every Lieutenant-Governor is 
always a little different and I think 
what motivates each of  us is our duty 
to ensure the integrity of  the Crown 
in Canada, but a real opportunity to 
serve Ontarians as well in a variety 
of  ways,” she said. “First of  all, there 
is a lot of  learning that goes on and 
I was looking forward to that, the 
opportunity to honour and understand 
Ontarians and how ordinary people 
can do extraordinary things in their 
communities.

“To honour them and reward them 
is certainly a very important part of  
the role, but it is also an opportunity to 

transcend politics, to be able to shine 
a light on important issues and bring 
people together in a way that mobilizes 
them to do something important for 
their province or country.”

This is certainly something that Her 
Honour has stuck with over the past 
seven years, as had her predecessor, and 
they are right – it only could have been 
done by someone in a position that is 
a part of  the political system yet very 
much removed from politics.

This is, in my opinion, the beauty 
of  the system and something that is 
rather lost amid the ongoing furore 
surrounding Ms. Dowdeswell’s Federal 
counterpart, Governor General Julie 
Payette. 

Since taking office as The Queen’s 
representative in Ottawa back in 
2017, Her Excellency has brought an 
increased profile to the office which has 
also led to increased focus both of  the 
office and the person occupying it – 
and, of  course, increased scrutiny.

This is nothing new. Although the 
previous Governor General, David 
Johnston, steered the position through 
some choppy water with a steady hand, 
both Michaelle Jean and Adrienne 
Clarkson had their fair share of  critics.

The present situation, however, is 
markedly different.

Serious and yet-to-be-proven 
allegations of  workplace harassment 
and other questionable behaviour will 
be born out through investigations 
but, until answers are forthcoming, a 
cloud remains hanging over the office 
and questions are being raised over its 
relevance to Canadians today.

Regardless of  the allegations at 
hand, the person and position should 
be viewed through two separate lenses.

To some, the position of  the 
Governor General might be seen as 
little more than a rubber stamp, but the 
reality is through the apolitical nature 
of  the office, the Governor General 
(and the Crown they represent) is a 
unique, important and valuable player 
in our cultural and constitutional life.

As they do not represent government 
policy, they have the ability to be a 
unifying force, the ability to represent 
Canadians writ large at home and 
abroad, and the ability to be both part 
and a reflection of  the Canadian story. 

The office is bigger than the person 
occupying it. This is a reality that 
previous office holders have embraced 
and it is a reality that Canadians should 
consider and embrace as well. 
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Well, with kids returning to school 
this week, I just wanted to remind 
everyone to have some patience.

This is a stressful time in normal 
times. And during this pandemic it 
will be even more stressful as everyone 
works to make sure that all protocols are 
followed, and everyone remains safe.

I would like to thank the incredible 
work of  our educators and custodians 

for getting classrooms ready and 
prepared to ensure that not only will 
our children by safe, but that all the 
teachers, and staff  at the schools will 
remain safe.

So remember, if  you are not feeling 
well please stay home. Wash your 
hands, maintain physical distance and 
wear your mask. We will get through 
this together.

That’s all for this week. As always, if  
you would like to get into contact with 
me please feel free to do so anytime 
by phone 905-727-3123 ext. 4746 
or by email tmrakas@aurora.ca and 
if  you would like to sign up for more 
newsletters and Council updates, please 
let me know and I will add you to the 
growing list of  Aurorans that are staying 
informed. I am here for you.

THIS WEEK’S NEW POLL
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My first time

Time Travellers 
Diary

By Jacqueline Stuart 

Are you happy with Council’s decision regarding Library Square?
PREVIOUS POLL

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

When I was strolling around Alexandra 
Park the other week it occurred to me 
that Alexandra’s husband (assuming that 
the subdivision was named for the lovely 
and much-loved Queen Alexandra) had 
had some connection with Aurora. A bit 
of  searching into the life of  Edward VII 
uncovered the brief  encounter between the 
then future king and our Town. How brief? 
About fifteen minutes.

One hundred and sixty years ago Queen 
Victoria’s eldest son carried out the first 
major royal visit to North America. Prince 
Albert Edward had not quite turned 
nineteen. He was accompanied by the 
Duke of  Newcastle, the British secretary 
of  state for the colonies. (A few years later 
the Prince of  Wales would have an affair 
with the duke’s daughter, one of  many such 
relationships the prince would have over his 
lifetime.)

Prince Albert reached Toronto in early 
September. The local program included 
an excursion to Collingwood, using the 
Northern Railway line which ran through 
Aurora. The Duke of  Newcastle’s secretary 
wrote later that “No village . . . failed to 
present its own special address, and to 
erect its own special arch in honour of  
the Prince.” (Not surprisingly, the Prince 
gave the same response to all addresses.) 
The ceremonial arches, often erected by 
fraternal organizations, were something of  
a problem. It had been made known that 
the Prince would not countenance any 
displays by the Orange Order, as the royal 
family did not wish to appear to support 
an organization which was seen as anti-
Catholic.

I had to be part of  this occasion! So, after 
hopping into the Time Machine bound for 
early in the morning of  September 10th, 
1860, I joined the crowd at the Aurora 
railway station. Some said there were well 
over two thousand present, in a village with 
a population of  under one thousand. There 
had been great preparations for the fleeting 
visit, including the construction of  no fewer 
than three arches over the railway track. 
Nicholas Woods, special correspondent for 
the Times of  London, reported that “one 
[erected by the Mechanics Institute] was 
simple and pretty; another was Masonic 
and unintelligible; the third was Orange.” 
The Masonic arch was so substantial that 
it supported the Town band and a group of  
ladies, probably members of  the Order of  
the Eastern Star.

Very impressive, but oh-oh! It would 
be impossible for the Prince to avoid the 
Orange arch across the track except by 
disembarking from the train and rejoining 
it farther north. But that would draw too 
much attention to something that Albert 
wanted to ignore. I did not see this myself, 
but some said that the prince directed the 
Duke of  Newcastle’s attention to the arch, 
with a smile; others said that he frowned. In 
any case an address of  welcome was duly 
acknowledged, and onward the royal rain 
proceeded.

The local celebrations continued and I 
joined many others in following the band as 
it marched around Town. Unfortunately, I 
was not among those invited to the Masons’ 
sumptuous lunch. There was to be a pot 
luck supper for all in the evening, but as I 
had brought nothing to contribute I decided 
that I, like the Prince of  Wales, should move 
on, and I came home.

Do you think there will be  
a second lockdown due  

to COVID-19?

A few weeks back I read that this 
newspaper will celebrate its twentieth 
anniversary in November. 

Well done!
Surviving twenty years is extremely 

impressive, in any business.
I have lots of  fond memories as I 

think about the people involved with this 
newspaper from Ron Wallace, Diane 
Buchanan to Scott Johnston and Brock 
Weir.

Two weeks ago, I shared a memory of  
my interaction with the former publisher/
editor Ron Wallace.

Today, I share a story that I wrote in 
2008, about going to an Aurora Town 
Council Meeting for the first time. (And 
believe it or don’t, but I do miss not having 
this on Channel 10 on Tuesday nights. I 
wouldn’t watch the whole meeting, but I 
would catch enough of  it to see what the 
big issues in Town were.

This past week something special occurred.
It was my first time.
No, not THAT first time.
It was my first time attending an Aurora 

Town Council Meeting in person.
I have been in the building many times for 

various meetings and I have attended a couple 
of  provincial and federal election all-candidates 
campaign events in the Town Council Chambers.

I have also watched – in between viewing 
replays of  the 1972 PGA Tour’s Greater 
Greensboro Open on the Golf  Channel – parts 
of  the televised version of  the Council sessions, 
but this writer had never attended one in person.

(As an aside, and for those who care, the late 
George Archer won the Greater Greensboro title 

for the second time that year, having also won the 
tourney in 1967.)

I wanted to show up this particular night for 
two reasons; to get an idea of  what an actual 
Council meeting is like, and a specific item of  
interest to me was up for discussion.

I arrived at 6:40 pm for the 7:00 pm start 
time and I joked to one of  the Councillors present 
that, as this was my first time in attendance, I 
was a Council “virgin”.

I then picked up a copy of  the agenda and 
settled into my seat to watch the nights’ festivities.

It was nice seeing nearly a full house when 
Mayor Phyllis Morris called the meeting to order 
at about 7:05 pm. 

The first order of  business was the declarations 
of  pecuniary interest by any of  the Councillors, 
followed by the approval of  the Agenda.

Then there were a couple of  presentations 
done by the Mayor, which took about an hour.

The first involved the members of  the 
Aurora Tigers Peewee “A” Division Winners 
of  the 2008 Silver Stick Hockey tournament 
in Michigan. It was the first such title for an 
Aurora based team in, if  memory serves, over 20 
years. Each of  the players was given a certificate 
by the Mayor and some had their photo taken 
with her.

Then presentations were made to the nine 
Ontario Heritage Trust Community Recognition 
Program Award winners for 2008. Listening to 
the various citations, it was clear we have some 
very special residents in our community who 
really do care about preserving our community’s 
past. 

We were also shown a short, but tremendously 
done video, about David Tomlinson and the work 
of  the environmentalists in our community. This 
should be a must see for every high school student 

in Aurora.
There were also some public service 

announcements and then a deputation was made 
regarding energy related matters that took up, 
including the question and answer session that 
followed, most of  the rest of  the evening.

The public portion of  the meeting ended at 
10:52 pm, with the Councilors going into a 
closed session to discuss some issues.

A long night for all, to be sure.
My earlier happiness at seeing a nearly full 

Chamber had long ago disappeared as soon as 
the various awards were bestowed. By the time 
the video was shown there were only eight of  us, 
and by the end of  the evening there were three of  
us remaining in the visitors’ gallery, not counting 
my columnist colleague Dick Illingworth.

I asked Dick what’s the usual average 
attendance for a Council meeting and he said 
eight to ten people. I was astonished. 

While the House of  Commons gets all the air 
time in the large media outlets, the things that get 
decided within the halls of  the Council Chamber 
have an immediate, and probably bigger impact 
on our everyday life and do more to shape or 
change our community than what is done in 
Ottawa. 

I can’t really sit here at my computer and write 
that more people should be attending the Town 
Council Meetings when your humble scribe 
doesn’t attend. But I do hope that once in a while 
you are watching the proceedings on television.  
You can get the Agenda off  the Town website the 
Friday afternoon before to follow along.

Just remember, your community is what you 
make of  it.

Stephen can be contacted at 

stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

Getting  
Things Done

The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating…Back to School!
This image shows students c.1900 on the steps of Aurora’s first purpose-built high school, Aurora High School, which is located on Wells Street. Whether 
it is in-person, virtual or homeschool, the Aurora Museum & Archives would like to wish all students, teachers, support staff, parents and caregivers a safe 
and successful return to classes!

Underneath  
the Arches
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Resident steps up to cover remaining cost of 
Rainbow Crosswalk

By Brock Weir

As a father of  three, Dan Kagan has 
raised his kids to believe that everyone 
is equal and important and that love 
ultimately trumps hate.

It is a philosophy he and his wife 
try to live by every day, and now it is 
a philosophy that has resulted in a 
tangible reminder for the community at 
large.

Last week, following an anonymous 
donation made earlier in the summer to 
help make Aurora’s Rainbow Crosswalk 
a reality, Mr. Kagan has stepped up to 
the plate with a donation of  $2,600 to 
cover the remaining balance of  the new 
Yonge and Wellington landmark, which 
was unveiled last month.

As a result, the Rainbow Crosswalk’s 
entire price tag of  $12,600 has been 
completely covered by private donation.

“We’re seeing a rise in intolerance and 
I don’t know if  it is due to COVID or 
people just starting to become a lot more 
vocal on social media and other media 
with just about everything from racial 
intolerance to bad attitudes towards 
different sexual orientations, I thought 
right now in the Town of  Aurora… it 
is such an important statement to let 
everyone know that this is a home for all 

and a place where everybody can feel 
safe,” Mr. Kagan tells The Auroran.

Indeed, the strong community 
reaction to the Rainbow Crosswalk 
on social media following its initial 
proposal and its completion in August 
spurred him to reach out to Mayor Tom 
Mrakas to see how he could help.

“There seemed to be a lot of  pushback 
from the taxpayers that they didn’t think 
it was the best use of  taxpayer money 
and so on and at that point I reached 
out to Tom directly to see if  it would 
be easier through private donations 
because it is such a big deal to me. With 
the overall representation of  what it is, 
I said if  money is standing in the way 
I would be happy to get involved with 
whatever denomination you need.”

It is a big deal to him simply because 
he’s a dad, he says. His children have 
friends who are members of  the 
LGBTQ community and it is an issue 
that hits close to home. Before making 
his donation, he says they sat down as a 
family to discuss the contribution.

“Let me state this: the negativity [on 
social media and elsewhere] wasn’t 
necessarily around the crosswalk itself, 
but the funds being put forth for the 
crosswalk where residents felt their tax 
dollar can go further elsewhere and they 
felt, at this time, it wasn’t something 

they felt needed to be done, nor was it 
something that they felt they should have 
to pay for it. When I made the decision 
to get involved financially – and I have 
always been involved emotionally, I sat 
my kids down and explained to them 
why I felt it was so important. I felt, for 
them, that it means a lot as a symbol of  
inclusion.

“They all embraced it and they all 
agreed. My wife and I always brought 
up our children to agree that everybody 
is important; we’re an inclusive family 
and we bring people up to love not hate 
and this was just an opportunity to get 
out in front of  it and put some financial 
support out there so people can see we 
wanted to be a part of  this.”

He became a part of  it last week, 
meeting with Mayor Mrakas in Council 
Chambers to formally present the 
donation.

“Dan’s support for Aurora’s 
commitment to inclusivity and diversity, 
and his donation in support of  York 
Region’s first Rainbow Crosswalk 
is a testament to our community’s 
proud history of  being welcoming and 
accepting of  all,” said Mayor Mrakas in 
a statement.

Looking back, Mr. Kagan says he 
hopes his donation will encourage 
people to “open up their minds and 
their hearts to the things that just might 
not be the norm for them” and “educate 
themselves.”

“If  my investment does that, I think 
it is money well spent,” he says. 

“It is not about the financial 
investment, it is about getting behind 
something that helps to send a message 
back to the broader community that we 
care, that we want to make this place 
that we live in an open-arms-for-all 
and now more than ever because after 
we saw the crosswalk go up, less than 
24 hours later it was vandalized. As a 
community, and even though we’re 
sheltered from the larger ecosystem 
in the GTA and considered a smaller 
town, we’re growing up very fast and 
cultural diversity, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, always leaves a window 
open for bullying, abuse and so on. The 
more we get ahead of  this and the more 
we educate, especially the youth that 
are growing, the more we can kind of  
beat out hate from the minds of  people 
that are either being taught wrong or 
are reading the wrong materials.”

Mayor Tom Mrakas accepts a $2,600 cheque from resident Dan Kagan to fund the Town’s recently-
installed Rainbow Crosswalk.                   Contributed photo
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WELCOME TO "THE NEW" AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES

Factory

Authorized
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†Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2020 Elantra Preferred Auto IVT models with an annual finance rate of 0%. Cost of borrowing is $0. Selling price is $22,434. Weekly payments are $62 for 
84 months. $0 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include Delivery and Destination charge of $1,710, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, 
PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. ◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2020 Elantra Essential manual/2020 Venue Essential Auto IVT with an annual lease rate of 0%/2.49%. Total 
lease obligation is $9,315/$11,054. Weekly lease payment of $60/$45 for a 36/48-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $0/$1,595 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and 
Destination charges of $1,710/$1,810, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Lease offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance 
per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. ΩPrice adjustments are calculated against the vehicle’s starting price. Price adjustments of up to $4,000 available on cash purchase only of all new in-stock 2020 Tucson models. Amount available on the 2020 Tucson 
Ultimate AWD. Price adjustments applied before taxes. Offer cannot be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. ♦Price of model shown: 2020 Elantra Ultimate Intense 
Blue/2020 Venue Ultimate Fiery Red/2020 Tucson Ultimate AWD Aqua Blue is $29,642/$27,042/$40,192. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,710/$1,810/$1,810, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, 
PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. †◊Ω♦Offers available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. 
and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer cannot be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.
hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions. ±Certain restrictions apply. Customers must 
present their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase to receive special price discount off their purchase. Program subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com/military or see dealer for complete details. ∇Android Auto™ 
is compatible with Android phones running Android Lollipop or newer. Android Auto may not be available on all devices and may not be available in all countries or regions. Additional apps may be required. Visit www.android.com for further 
details and any applicable limitations. Subject to app compatibility. Android and Android Auto are trademarks of Google Inc. ‡Apple CarPlay™ works with iPhone 5s, iPhone 5c, iPhone 5 and later models running the latest version of iOS 7 
and above. Apple CarPlay™ may not be available on all devices and may not be available in all countries or regions. Visit www.apple.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Subject to app compatibility. Apple and Apple CarPlay are trademarks of Apple Inc. ™/®The 
Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

hyundaicanada.com
Additional information:

•  Dealers may charge additional fees for administration of up to $499. 
Charges may vary by dealer.

•  Active and veteran military personnel receive up to $750 in price adjustments±. 
Visit hyundaicanada.com/military

100,000 km
Emission Warranty

100,000 km
Powertrain Warranty 

100,000 km
Comprehensive Limited Warranty†† 

Unlimited km
Roadside Assistance Program†† 

MEET “KONA” OUR CUSTOMER
 CARE AMBASSADOR

Ultimate model shown ♦Ultimate model shown ♦

Example selling price on the Preferred Auto IVT: $22,434

Preferred Auto IVT features include:

•  7.0" touch-screen display with rearview camera
•  Android Auto™∇ and Apple CarPlay™‡

•  Blind-Spot Collision Warning with Rear Cross-Traffic 
Collision Warning

2020 ELANTRA

months† on all modelsfinancing

0% for 84

Key Tucson features include:

•  Available HTRAC™ All-Wheel Drive
•  Standard Android Auto™∇ and Apple CarPlay™‡

• Available Surround View Monitor

2020 TUCSON

in price adjustmentsΩ

Amount available on the 2020 Tucson Ultimate AWD

$ 4,000
Get up to

Standard key features include:

•  8.0" touch-screen display with rearview camera
•  Android Auto™∇ and Apple CarPlay™‡

• Dual-level cargo floor with new integrated cargo cover

2020 VENUE

for 48 months 
with $1,595 down◊

Lease the Essential Auto IVT for: 

weekly

$ 45 at 2.49%

SENIORS MEN’S 
    HAIR CUTS

Sept 3rd- Sept 19th

$16
                                                       A&F Hair Elite |14800 Yonge St.  L4G 1N9 |Tel: 905-727-6212

Tuesday to Saturday

Trailblazer Music Festival returns to Armoury for Culture Days
By Brock Weir

Aspiring York Region elementary 
and secondary school musicians are 
invited to apply to be a part of  the 
Trailblazers Music Festival, set to 
take place next month at the Aurora 
Armoury.

A collaboration between the 
Aurora Museum & Archives and 
area musician Jared Stafford, the 
Trailblazers Music Festival is a revival 
of  an initiative that took place in the 
same location as part of  Canada 150 
celebrations in 2017.

“When we started this in 2017, 
we had ambitions of  making it an 
annual event,” says Michelle Johnson 
of  the Aurora Museum & Archives. 
“With the renovation of  the Aurora 
Armoury, it was put on hold for a little 
bit and this is the first year we can do 
it again, albeit modified.”

This year, the festival will take 

place over two evenings – October 2 
and 16 – on the patio of  the Armoury, 
now home to the Niagara College’s 
Canadian Food & Wine Institute.

The Canadian Food & Wine 
Institute will offer a ticketed option 
providing food and drink, but similar 
to the Town’s popular Concerts in the 
Park summer music series, squares for 
social bubbles will be drawn out on the 
grass of  Town Park just beyond the 
patio gate where people can register 
and enjoy the music for free.

“It is still being developed and 
headliners are bring finalized, but 
we knew we wanted to offer this live 
performance opportunity because 
of  COVID and we wanted to be 
able to extend these performance 
opportunities to new and upcoming 
musicians who might just be starting 
to find their place and their footing,” 
says Ms. Johnson.

The call is now open for performers 
to get in touch with the Aurora 

Museum & Archives via curator 
Shawna White (swhite@aurora.ca) 
to begin the application process. In 
addition to filling out the application 
form, musicians will be asked to 
include a link to an online video 
showing off  their talents.

“The call-out is specifically for 
students in York Region who are in 
elementary or secondary school and 
we’re really looking for students who 
can hold their own,” says Ms. Johnson. 
“We’re looking for solid performers 
who are really itching to get back to 
performing live. As much as they are 
aching to perform live, there are a lot 
of  people who want to watch a live 

performance. The audience will be 
captivated and very enthusiastic about 
watching them perform because it 
is something everyone has missed 
incredibly. 

“This will bring live music back to 
the Armoury. As we know from our 
research, live music was always part 
of  the Armoury. There would be 
garden parties, bands, dances – it was 
really that multipurpose space where 
the community came. We are just 
really happy again to bring live music 
back to the Armoury and continue 
that Live at the Armoury idea.”

The deadline to submit your 
application is September 14.

By Robert Belardi 

Sport Aurora has delayed their Breakfast of  
Champions until 2021.

“The health and welfare of  our athletes, 
their families and friends, patrons, staff, and 
volunteers remain the utmost of  importance,” 
said Executive Director of  Sport Aurora 
Laurie Mueller wrote. “Given the continued 
uncertainty of  COVID-19 relating to when 
groups can gather safely and without restriction, 
the Breakfast of  Champions Committee and 
its board felt that postponement was the most 
responsible decision.”

This multi-sport annual event celebrates the 
latest achievements from players and coaching 
staff  who have won Provincial Championships 
and other notable trophies through the course of  
the year. 

The 9th annual event was set to be hosted at 
King’s Riding Golf  Club on October 24.

“The committee chose a long, long time ago 

that October seemed kind of  smack-down in 
the middle. Those who had late championships, 
if  we can get them in on time, they can be 
included, or they were included in the following 
year,” Mueller said. 

Next year’s celebration will include 2020 
winners Redbirds Midget Box Lacrosse team 
and the Aurora Barbarians RFC U-17 girls’ 
team. The rugby club won the Ontario U-17 
Club Championship. Both clubs received these 
honours pre-COVID-19. 

Sport Aurora proposed the idea within the 
organization to potentially explore a virtual 
opportunity for this event. However, with the 
postponement of  sports, the committee says 
2021 is the better alternative. 

With social distancing measures continued 
to be enforced within communities and to 
host teams, players and parents all in one, it 
would be quite the stretch to host everyone 
in one venue safely. 

Around 220 athletes, parents, coaches 
and VIP guests were expected to attend.

Breakfast of Champions 
delayed until 2021

Mayor Tom Mrakas accepts a $2,600 cheque from resident Dan Kagan to help fund the Town’s  
recently-installed Rainbow Crosswalk.

Contributed photo 
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Library Square line of credit up for Regional  
review this month

By Brock Weir

A construction line of  credit recently 
approved by Council to help fund the 
redevelopment of  Library Square will be 
up for review and approval by the Region 
of  York this month.

Council approved a revised financial 
strategy for the expansive redevelopment 
of  Library Square last month, including 
the public gathering space between the 
Aurora Public Library and the Church 
Street School, the addition onto the 
historic landmark and a bridge to connect 
the two buildings over the Square itself.

This revised strategy included a 
construction line of  credit which 
municipal staff  said would allow for the 
“greatest cash flow flexibility at minimal 
cost to the Town.”

But this construction line of  credit must 
be secured by the Regional Municipality 
of  York, according to Rachel Wainwright-
Van Kessel, Aurora’s Treasurer and 
Director of  Finance.

This approval is scheduled to reach 
the Regional Council table this month, 
following approval at the municipal level 
on August 25.

“It is a requirement of  the Municipal 
Act that the upper tier must secure the 
debt,” she said of  the Region. “The upper 
tier municipality also has a credit rating 
which is why they are actually able to issue 
debt and they [do so] on behalf  of  local 
municipalities. Their process is it must be 
approved by the local level first before it is 
approved by the Region.”

But the stipulation the Town had 
to sign off  on the debt before it is even 
approved by the Region raised concerns 
from Councillor John Gallo.

“It seems a little odd to me that they 

are relying on an upper tier municipality 
to underwrite it, yet they wait for us to 
approve it first – and we are approving 
this, once again, subject to their approval,” 
said Councillor Gallo.

The Councillor suggested the wording 
of  the motion be changed to “subject to” 
the Region’s approval but the Treasurer 
said it was “very unlikely” that approval 
would not come based on her “experience 
in working at the Region.”

“I appreciate that, but they have not 
approved it,” Councillor Gallo continued. 
“They have not officially approved it and 
the appropriate thing for us to do is, if  they 
need our approval, we, like we always do…
we approved it subject to them approving 
it and underwriting it. That is not what is 
before us. We are approving this outright 
and crossing our fingers hoping they will 
do it, but if  they don’t, then we don’t have 
approval.

“Under normal circumstances, you’re 
probably 100 per cent right. In today’s 
environment, I bet 99.9 per cent of  the 
people in March, if  I told them there was 
going to be a global shutdown they would 
laugh in my face. We have to take that into 
account. We can’t ignore it. Obviously, 
I can’t agree to this on principle. How 
could I agree, sitting here as a Council 
member, to $38 million, knowing full well 
the Region has to underwrite it in order 
for us to get it and their meeting is in 
September?”

Other Council members, however, 
were more comfortable moving forward.

Responding to further questions 
from Councillor Rachel Gilliland, Ms. 
Wainwright-Van Kessel said the line of  
credit is similar to a home equity line 
of  credit that can be drawn upon on an 
as-needed basis rather than taking all 
the money up front like in a traditional 
mortgage.

“The advantage of  this with the $38 
million ceiling is we are able to take our 
money and invest it during that period 
of  time and that continues through the 
period of  time when we hit substantial 
completion,” said Ms. Wainwright-
Van Kessel. “At that point, we have to 
convert that Line of  Credit into either a 
floating rate capital loan or into a long-

term debenture. We are proposing going 
forward with that floating rate capital loan 
for a period of  up to five years and that is 
also at a variable rate.

“If  we were to take just for a round 
example, $20 million and invest it for over 
the next 18 months we could earn a rate 
of  return of  1.7 per cent on that amount, 
which would, after we pay the interest on 
the loan, would be earnings of  $300,000, 
based on the current rates that we have 
today.”

This was key in Councillor Michael 
Thompson’s support for the financial 
plan.

“Since we were first presented with the 
fiscal strategy back in March 2019, I am 
sure we have all taken the time to speak 
to staff, ask questions, explore alternatives 
[and gain] a strong understanding of  
what is being proposed and why,” he 
said. “I know I did and I am satisfied that 
our highly experienced, qualified, and 
knowledgeable staff  have done their due 
diligence and have presented us with the 
best fiscal strategy to pay for this project, 
manage the day to day operations of  the 
Town, and to minimize the impact to the 
taxpayer. 

“Even when this project is finished and 
the line of  credit is paid off, we will still 
have over $70 million total in our reserve 
accounts. The money is already in the 
bank and we can afford this project without 
any undue pressure to the taxpayer. As 
for your taxes, the past five years we 
have adhered to our budget principles of  
inflation plus 1 per cent for growth. This 
means from 2016 – now the average tax 
increase has been 2.95 per cent over that 
period of  time and we have planned to 
maintain taxes around 3 per cent for the 
foreseeable future…This decision was 
made by Council before COVID and will 
not, in my view, increase substantially after 
COVID. 

“In terms of  real dollars, the tax 
pressure from Library Square accounts 
to, on average, $12 or, if  you divide that 
pressure on 2021 and 2022, $6 a year. I 
can assure you that everyone around this 
table will be looking for savings and ways 
to mitigate that pressure so there is no 
additional increase to your taxes.”

September 20
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

$20 

Aurora Chamber
Car Wash

Sponsored by The Exterior Carwash 
Company, in support of The Aurora 

Chamber of Commerce and 
Addiction Services of York Region.

The Exterior Car Wash Company
15783 Yonge Street Unit C, 

Aurora, On

snapd.at/pewdxnb
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1324 Wellington St. W., King City   905-727-2392
WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City  
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem
Engineered to circulate air through natural 

convection, the Valor Smart Fire 
is a highly effi cient fi rpace without 

a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Burn Clean Engineered Green.
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even during a power failure.
Burn Clean Engineered Green.

No Power, 
No Problem

Engineered to circulate air through natural 
convection, the Valor Smart Fire is a highly 
effi cient Fireplace without a fan – providing 
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From page 1
including 18 residents of  York Region.

Confirmed cases can be tied to 
August 28 celebrations at a private 
residence in Whitchurch-Stouffville, 
at Toronto’s Rexdale Singh Sabha 
Religious Centre, and at the Lakshmi 
Narayamandir Temple, also in Toronto, 
as well as an August 29 celebration at a 
private residence in Markham.

“To assist with contact tracing, York 
Region is asking all individuals who 
attended an event associated with this 
wedding…to monitor for new signs 
and symptoms related to COVID-19 
until Saturday, September 12 (14 days 
after last possible exposure),” said York 
Region Public Health. “If  you are 
currently experiencing symptoms, self-
isolate immediately, call York Region 
Public Health at 1-800-361-5653 
and seek assessment and testing at a 
COVID-19 Assessment Centre.”

Transit users are also being urged 
to stay vigilant after an individual who 
travelled on a Viva Blue bus on the 
Yonge Street corridor tested positive 
for the virus.

The person in question took Viva 
Blue from Yonge and Finch to Bernard 
Avenue in Richmond Hill between 12 
noon and 2 p.m. on Sunday, August 
30. Anyone who was on Viva Blue 
within that window is asked to monitor 

for new signs and symptoms related to 
COVID-19 until Sunday, September 
13 – 14 days after the last possible 
exposure.

“In compliance with YRT’s 
mandatory face mask or covering 
bylaw, the individual wore a mask 
during the bus trip, which reduces the 
transmission of  the virus to others,” 
said the Region.

At the start of  the week, Aurora 
was grappling with 7 active cases of  
COVID-19 within the community. Of  
these active cases, all are related to close 
contact or local transmission. There are 
two active outbreaks, one at Chartwell 
Aurora where two health care workers 
had tested positive for the virus, and 
one at Safehaven Aurora, a residence 
for youth with complex care needs. 
Here, one caregiver has tested positive 
for the virus. To date, no residents at 
either place has tested positive. 

Since the start of  the outbreak, 
Aurora has seen a total of  153 cases of  
COVID-19, 15 of  which have proved 
fatal. 131 cases are now marked as 
recovered.

Region-wide, there are 131 active 
cases of  the virus as of  September 8, 
with 253 deaths related to COVID-19. 
In total, the Region has seen 3,573 
cases since the outbreak began with 
3,189 cases now recovered.

Caregivers test positive for COVID-19
Capital projects to be reviewed  
following Library Square approval

By Brock Weir

The path forward on several 
municipal building projects, including 
a proposed expansive aquatics facility, 
will be part of  an update and review 
by Council next month.

Large-scale capital projects came 
into focus on August 25 as Council 
voted 4-3 to move forward on a $51 
million tender for the redevelopment 
of  Library Square.

With the project set to be paid 
for largely by reserves – including 
the Town’s Hydro funds – some 
Councillors questioned how spending 
the money for the build might impact 
longer-term projects, including 
recreation facilities planned to address 
future population growth.

“Library Square is a great example of  
giving some benefits to the community, 
but we also have an aquatics feasibility 
study that is showing a definite need 
in our community, amongst maybe 
some other things [like] community 
centres,” said Councillor Rachel 
Gilliland, who sought information on 
how the spend might impact service 
levels elsewhere.

In response, Town Treasurer 
Rachel Wainwright-Van Kessel said 
a Capital Plan Review is in the works 
for October, with a revised fiscal 
strategy related to reserves coming in 
the Spring.

“Through our Capital Planning, we 
need to do a better job in projecting 
what some of  these larger-scale 
capital projects could be,” said the 
Treasurer, adding doing so helps the 
Town plan for the allocation of  future 
development charges (DCs), which 
are paid to the Town by developers to 
account for growth spurred by their 
plans. 

“For example,” she continued, “a 
new aquatics facility would be a growth-

related project. If  we understand the 
size and scope of  these projects earlier 
on, we can plan for them through 
our development charges and ensure 
that we’re recovering the appropriate 
amount from growth. We do have 
an opportunity every five years to 
redo our DC bylaw and it gives us an 
opportunity to re-set those rates to 
reflect what the latest information is 
and update those capital projects.

“We do have a service level constraint 
on DCs. Unfortunately, they are not 
a very simple thing to calculate, but 
we do [have] a consultant that helps 
us with that and we would take that 
information we have to re-evaluate 
those on an ongoing basis and we 
need to [ensure] those growth projects 
are accurately reflected over time.”

An aquatics facility, she noted, 
can be considered a growth-related 
item, but some of  the funds to make 
it a reality will have to come from “a 
non-development charge source of  
funding, so we would be looking at 
possibly tax or some other reserve to 
use.”

Without the lion’s share of  Hydro 
Funds in municipal reserve coffers 
once Library Square is finished, this 
caused some concern for Councillor 
Gilliland.

“If  we are going to be investing in 
some of  these bigger capital projects 
and [not have those Hydro Funds], I 
know it is used for community benefit, 
but it is important to understand we 
could be looking at impacting our tax 
levy, our service levels, [or something] 
down the road, and that is something 
we need to be mindful of.”

Ms. Wainwright-Van Kessel noted, 
however, that it will still take “a couple 
of  months” for Library Square to 
be underway and this will allow the 
Town to have “the financial tools in 
place before we start getting into some 
of  those larger capital expenditures.”

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5  .  T: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

WHO WILL YOU BE?
cds.on.ca/whowillyoube

Every child has a future waiting to emerge. A passion ready to ignite. We offer the possibilities that 
make it happen. A place where they are known, supported and inspired. Track shoes, theatrical 
costumes, or robotics code? A song, a goal, or a speech? With us, students discover themselves. 
They fi nd big, dreamy answers to the most important question of all:

Join us for a Join us for a Join us for a Join us for a Join us for a Join us for a 
Virtual Open House on Virtual Open House on Virtual Open House on 

Saturday, September 26th Saturday, September 26th Saturday, September 26th 
at 10amat 10amat 10am

DISCOVER
THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

BOOK A 
VIRTUAL TOUR 

TODAY!

www.cds.on.ca/admissions
905.833.1972

admissions@cds.on.ca

CDS_KWS_2020-09-04_FINAL.indd   1 2020-08-21   3:47 PM
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Reopening 
schools safely 
matters to 
everyone 
That’s why the government 
of Ontario has worked with 
health o�cials, school 
boards and educators to 
develop a comprehensive 
plan to keep kids and sta� 
safe. 
• Physical distancing 
measures will be 
implemented such as desk 
separation, signs, floor 
markings and one-way 
hallways.

• Face coverings will be 
required for sta� and 
students in Grades 4-12. 

• Hand hygiene will be 
enabled with hand 
sanitizer and hand 
washing. 

• More nurses will be in 
schools.

• School cleaning will be 
enhanced. 

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Visit ontario.ca/ReopeningSchools

(From Left) Chris Neal of Neal Brothers Foods, Michael Croxon, President & CEO of New Roads 
Automotive, Tyler Chalk of Southlake Regional Health Centre, and Health Minister, Deputy Premier and 
Newmarket-Aurora MPP Christine Elliott.          Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

New Roads and Neal 
Brothers raise $30,000  
for Southlake

By Brock Weir

By the middle of  spring, countless 
signs dotted lawns across our 
community thanking frontline 
workers for their efforts in keeping us 
safe, healthy and fed when the world 
first began grappling with the realities 
of  COVID-19.

Some were homemade, some 
were more colourful than others, but 
each one was heartfelt – and some 
helped raise money to help those very 
frontline workers the signs thanked.

One such initiative was spearheaded 
by New Roads Automotive and Neal 
Brothers Foods, and both companies 
were saluted by Health Minister 
Christine Elliott last Wednesday 
morning as they presented a cheque 
of  more than $30,000 to Southlake 
Regional Health Centre.

Coming together, the two 
companies carried out the fundraising 
campaign, which, in exchange for 
a donation to what was ultimately 
presented to the hospital, signs were 
printed and installed by members of  
the New Roads team.

“We’re celebrating a great coming 
together of  two groups – New Roads 
as well as Neal Brothers Foods – to 
do a wonderful thing for Southlake,” 
said Ms. Elliott, MPP for Newmarket-
Aurora. “With your sign campaign 
and the connections and networks 
that you have, [you have been] 
able to raise $30,000 for Southlake, 
our crown jewel of  healthcare in 
Newmarket-Aurora who are doing an 
amazing job in helping heal people 
who have contracted COVID-19 and 
to set them back on a path to health 
and wellbeing.

“This is something we take for 
granted, that our frontline workers are 
just going to go out and do that work, 
but they need to have protection, they 
need to have the masks, ventilators, 
face shields, gowns and all of  that. 
They are going to be able to do that 
with $30,000 and this is huge for 
them.”

People often think that there is 
money at the ready for these resources, 
but this isn’t always the case, said Ms. 
Elliott, who noted the struggle in the 
early part of  this pandemic to source 
enough proper pieces of  Personal 
Protective Equipment, particularly 
N95 masks, to help Ontario hospitals 
safely fight the virus.

This point was underscored 
by Southlake’s Tyler Chalk who 
said there was “anxiety, fear, and 
uncertainty every day” at the start of  
the pandemic.

“Things were changing and we 
didn’t know how to treat this disease, 
we didn’t know what the best practices 
were, and we were creating them on 
the fly,” said Chalk. “One of  the 

things that made a huge impact and 
continues to make a huge impact, 
is the support the community has 
provided.

“One of  the really unique things 
that made a huge difference that I 
hear about from our physicians and 
staff  all the time is people seeing 
those signs on the way into work in 
the morning and when you’re heading 
into your shift and you’re nervous 
or scared about what is happening 
and seeing those signs really put our 
staff  and our physicians with more 
confidence to know the community 
was by their side. At the end of  that 
shift, when they are heading home 
late at night or in the morning, 
depending if  they were overnight, 
no matter how hard that day was, no 
matter what they saw or the difficult 
situations they were in, seeing those 
signs on the way home also put them 
in that good standing to go back to 
their families. It was almost like these 
signs were a bookend at the morning 
and at the end of  the day.”

For New Roads, stepping up to help 
Southlake Regional Health Centre 
in this time of  global emergency 
was a natural step in keeping with 
the company’s values and pillars, 
according to New Roads President & 
CEO Michael Croxon. Their initial 
thought was, he said, “How do we 
best support our community in this 
time of  crisis?”

“We scrambled because lots of  
people were doing lots of  things, we 
did some stuff  in terms of  using our 
resources to deliver food to those 
who couldn’t get out of  their house 
through various organizations,” he 
said. “We organized through the 
efforts of  Kelly Broome (Manager 
of  Community Relations for New 
Roads) to pull off  our New Roads 
Ride to the Lake in a virtual fashion, 
which was a success and resulted in 
a separate contribution to Southlake 
in the Spring. When my friend Chris 
Neal came up with the idea, he said, 
‘Somebody delivered a sign to my 
lawn. It is not really that well made 
but this is something you guys could 
get behind,’ it just seemed like a no-
brainer. 

“I credit Chris the marketing guy 
with the idea and I credit the rest of  
our organization with the execution 
which, after a few bumps, really 
came together. It was through Kelly’s 
leadership and initiative and many 
of  our associates’ efforts that got 
signs delivered all over the northern 
905 when people would go on the 
website… Thank you, Kelly. It was 
amazing to see people who were on 
layoff  were putting up their hands to 
come in and deliver signs and that is, 
I think, a reflection of  the spirit of  
New Roads and the type of  people 
we have working here.”
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NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.
Unit 1, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7B3

Inquiries@fl oorsDirectnorth.ca

Your friendly local fl ooring experts
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BOOKKEEPING • PAYROLL
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28 Barrie St., Box 84, Bradford, ON L3Z 2A7  (905) 775-0361
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York9 FC is coming back to Ontario after 
Charlottetown’s Island Games

York9 FC midfielder Christopher Manella surges through the Cavalry FC midfield here as the club’s best 
efforts were not enough to remain in the competition.

Photo courtesy of Canadian Premier League/Chant Photography

By Robert Belardi 

It’s a ubiquitous feeling in the 
dressing room. Expectations were so 
high and the result is nowhere where 
it should have been. 

That’s the part that hurts the 
most: knowing you could go far until 
soccer’s precarious wasp, for lack of  
a better metaphor, stings you. It’s not 
one a sting that remains for a day. Its 
duration passes on into the next year 
and the next season. 

That’s what the Nine Stripes could 
be forgiven for feeling right now. In 
the final week of  the Island Games 
tournament held in Prince Edward 
Island, manager Jimmy Brennan 
stated the goal was clear: Defeat FC 
Edmonton to start and then challenge 
an incredibly tough Cavalry FC side 
with everything you’ve got. 

Against FC Edmonton last 
Tuesday, the Nine Stripes walked 
away with a 1-0 victory. Captain 
Manny Aparicio stepped up to the 
dead ball in the 44th minute and 
zinged his free kick past Dylan 
Powley’s short post. 

That was his second free-kick 

goal in consecutive matches, and the 
club’s fifth set piece goal in three 
games. 

“Manu’s great in the dressing 
room. He leads by example on and 
off  the pitch. The way he trains and 
plays he expects everyone else to do 
so. We’re lucky, because we have a 
lot of  experience in that dressing 
room,” said head coach Brennan 
after the match. 

York9 ultimately walked away with 
the 1-0 victory against an Edmonton 
club in last place. Christopher 
Manella finally made his first 
appearance in that game following 
an injury that sidelined him for the 
tournament. 

Heading into Saturday’s crucial 
tilt with Cavalry FC, this would 
have been the first time in the entire 
bubble York9 would be a healthy 
squad. 

Manella and Michael Petrasso 
came into the final match healthy. 
That was a positive sign. 

The negative of  course, is the 
Nine Stripes lost to Cavalry 1-0 and 
with a Pacific FC win against FC 
Edmonton on the final match-day, it 
was all over for Y9. 

The club didn’t play poorly by any 
means, but execution has seemingly 
bit them in the behind once again. 

In the final four matches of  the 
tournament, York9 did not score a 
goal in free play. 

Managing Consultant Angus 
McNab delivered a hear-breaking 
message to fans via Instagram:

“Our time in Charlottetown may 
have ended prematurely but there 
were plenty of  uplifting moments we 
can be proud of: some spectacular 
goals from our captain Manny 
Aparicio and recent signing Alvaro 

Rivero, Luca Gasparotto continuing 
to make CPL history by playing every 
available minute for our club, the 
solidarity and eloquence displayed 
by our group in raising awareness for 
Black Lives Matter and sharing their 
own experience of  racism,” McNab 
wrote. 

There will be more to come next 
week from the club and a look at 
the biggest takeaways in York9’s 
involvement in the Island Games. 

The finals of  the Island Games is 
set to be played on September 19 at 
2:00 p.m. EST. 
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‡Off our current ticketed prices. Offer valid through The Home Depot Home Services in Canada only. Not valid in combination with any other offer or Local Pro. Offer applies only to the basic labour component of 
any In-Stock and Special Order hardwood, engineered hardwood, laminate and luxury vinyl flooring product when purchased and installed through The Home Depot in single-family, residential homes. Offer valid 
on measures sold between September 10 and September 23, 2020. Installation must be completed by November 23, 2020. Regular basic labour rates apply to installations over 1,000 sq. ft. Basic installation 
labour excludes delivery fee, underlay, diagonal installations, custom and optional labour, such as moving furniture, removal and haul-away of existing carpet or flooring, or installation on steps and stairs. This offer 
cannot be applied to prior purchases or combined with any other offer except The Home Depot Consumer Credit offers. Some exceptions may apply. No substitutions or rain checks. See store associate for details.

15%
WE’RE HERE TO HELP 2 WEEKS ONLY

Thursday, September 10 to Wednesday, September 23, 2020

OFF‡

BASIC HARDWOOD, ENGINEERED  
HARDWOOD, LAMINATE AND LUXURY  
VINYL FLOORING INSTALLATION
when purchased and installed through Home Services. Product sold separately at The Home Depot. Some exceptions may apply.

LIMITED 
TIME OFFER

Thursday, September 
10 to Wednesday, 

Septermber 30, 2020

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN:
18 months* on any purchase of $299 to $4,998.99 (including taxes), or 

24 months* on any purchase of $4999 or more (including taxes)
on any single-receipt, in-store or online Flooring, Major Appliances or Installed Project Purchase  (product and labour) when you use your 

Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card from Thursday, September 10 to Wednesday, September 30, 2020. Payments required. No annual fees. 
*Important terms and conditions apply. See page 7 for details. 3

12" x 24" Vermont Graphite Rectified Porcelain Tile 
(1001387723) Covers 15.5 sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

$269 24" x 24" Domani Bianco Polished and Rectified 
Porcelain Tile (1001387711) Covers 15.5 sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

$298

EXCLUSIVE TrafficMASTER™ 12mm Canadian Walnut 
Laminate Flooring (1001382620) Covers 17.72 sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

$148

EXCLUSIVE HOME DECORATORS COLLECTION® 4-7/8" x 1/2" 
Smoked Hickory Engineered Hardwood Flooring (1000831259) 

Covers 25.83 sq. ft.per sq. ft.

$398

24" x 24" Majorca Fog Polished and Rectified 
Porcelain Tile (1001385225) Covers 15.5 sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

$298

EXCLUSIVE HOME DECORATORS COLLECTION® 12mm 
Winter Oak Laminate Flooring (1001045564) Covers 18.94 sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

$168

NORTH CREEK 7-1/2" x 3/4" Oak Graphite Engineered 
Hardwood Flooring (1001320271)  Covers 19.43 sq. ft.

EXCLUSIVE TrafficMASTER™ GripStrip 3.8mm 
Brushed Oak Taupe Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring 
(1000804649) Covers 24 sq. ft.

save 20%

WAS $2.48
per sq. ft.

$197
EXCLUSIVE LIFEPROOF™ 7mm Sterling Oak 
Waterproof Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring 
(1001099360) Covers 20.06 sq. ft.

save 10%

WAS $3.98
per sq. ft.

$357

12" x 24" Statuario Polished Porcelain Tile 
(1001051846) Covers 16 sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

$298

per sq. ft.

$499

VINYL

LAMINATE

HARDWOOD

RENEW YOUR SPACE
TILE

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500
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905.727.4258 
www.tholiver.com 

1924 - 95 Years Serving York Region - 2019   

Shop fabulous furniture on consignment 

SAVE 13% OFF
on Saturday, September 19th only.

*now accepting Christmas decor on consignment

40 Englehard Drive, Aurora
themillionairesdaughter.com

SALE

Proudly serving Aurora for 7 years!

The 
Millionaire’s 

Daughter 
is celebrating their 

Maureen Barnes 
Business Owner

7th 

 Anniversary

Woodland 
Towers

York Region’s best 
retirement living value

• below market, life-lease purchase
• includes dinner package options
• caring and vibrant community
• multiple dining, lounge, social,
fitness and wellness amenities

• on-site pond and green spaces  
One (+ den) and two-bedroom suites still available

Call 905 503-5560 today

MOVE IN Next Spring

themeadowsofaurora .com

400 William Graham Drive, Aurora

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

Presentation Centre Hours                                                  
Monday-Friday 10:00am-4:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-3:00pm
Appointments preferred. Drop-ins welcome. 

DINNERS INCLUDED 
                                                                                                         with Purchase
DINNERS INCLUDED 
                                                                                                         with Purchase

CYGHA Orange Crush hockey team installs second 
SaveStation

Mayor Mrakas cuts the ribbon on the new SaveStation while the CYGHA Orange Crush team  
looks on.              Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

 
By Robert Belardi 

Cardiac arrest is something hard 
to contemplate, let alone being put 
in a position of  saving someone’s life 

for the very first time. It’s tragic and 
nerve-wracking.

Imagine stepping into the fold with 
someone down and you’re the only 
hope until the ambulance arrives. You 
might get cold feet and hope the person 

lives or you can feel empowered to step 
in and save a life with full confidence. 

The Central York Girls Hockey 
Association (CYGHA) Orange Crush 
Peewee hockey club celebrated their 
second installation of  a SaveStation, 
this time in Town Park last week. 
The defibrillator is stationed at the 
washroom pavilion near the splash 
pad. 

Mayor Tom Mrakas formally cut 
the ribbon, unveiling a device that 
anyone is able to use. You don’t need a 
certification card to ever perform CPR 
and you don’t need any certification 
to operate this device. 

Team manager Trish Murphy 
says it meant a lot to fundraise the 
installation of  a second device.

“It means a lot because to see a 
community come together even just 
for the girls to raise the amount of  
money to put Save Stations within the 
community,” Murphy said. 

“We’re passing on and educating 
people about cardiac arrest.” 

The girls’ hockey team was 
inspired by a courageous act during 
a Newmarket hockey game last year. 
Scorekeeper Raychel Gillis saved the 
life of  a man who suffered cardiac 
arrest on the ice. 

The Newmarket-based hockey 
club joined the Chevy Good 
Deeds challenge and made clear 
their intention to raise money for 
a SaveStation and educate the 
surrounding community on cardiac 
arrest while encouraging further 
education on how to save a life. 

President of  SaveStation Deb 
Hennig told The Auroran last 
month the girls had raised over 
$10,000 to install their first device 
at the Newmarket River Commons. 
The installation inspired the Hewy 
Christmas Classic organization to 

donate to the crowd funding platform 
to help the girls pay for a second 
station in Aurora. 

Their donation was in memory 
of  Kyle Hewitt, who passed away in 
2017 due to cardiac arrest.

According to SaveStation, 
approximately 40,000 Canadians 
annually suffer from cardiac arrests. 
Only 10 per cent of  people survive. 
However, with the immediate use 
of  an AED (Automated External 
Defibrillator), the chances of  survival 
increase up to 75 per cent. 

This advanced form of  technology 
is available in Europe and has slowly 
been making its way to Canada. 

When citizens call 9-1-1 in an 
emergency, the dispatcher will be able 
to direct you to the nearest SaveStation 
if  available. 

Within the station, lays a QR 
code. When opened, users can scan 
the barcode, prompting a video to 
be played on their cell phones. This 
video will instruct the user on how 
to perform CPR and how to use the 
defibrillator inside. 

Now in Aurora, Murphy says 
her team would love to keep the 
momentum going and will continue 
to raise money to install more in local 
communities. 

“We just talked about keeping this 
momentum going and reaching out to 
other communities. The idea is to put 
them out in the community, in outdoor 
hockey rinks and sporting facilities. 
When someone goes through cardiac 
arrest we can recognize where these 
are.” 

Murphy says little ceremonies such 
as this educates the public. What is 
happening right now is an education 
for everyone in the local area. 

For more information, you can visit 
SaveStation.ca. 
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David Kim 
Salon de Beauté
STRONG NATURAL 

PRODUCTS

15171 Yonge Street, Aurora 
416-994-8888 | 905-726-4184 | david_salon_aurora www.davidsalon.ca

We carefully follow all 
Covid-19 regulations for your safety!

YOUTH
For You:
Target Ri�e Shooting, 
Biathlon, Orienteering,
Geocaching, Camping,
Sports & Fitness, Band,
Canoeing, First Aid, 
Rock Climbing &
Abseiling, Travel,
Summer Camps,
and lots more!

Ages 12-18

For Your Parents:
Free Uniforms

Free Weekend Activities
Free Summer Camps
No Registration Fees!

 

Serving York Region
Since 1965

 

John Graves Simcoe Armoury, 215 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora

(905) 726-8600   2799army@cadets.gc.ca
www.rangers2799.com

Leadership - Citizenship - Physical Fitness

Register Online by October 30, 2020.

By Brock Weir

The Auroran was founded in 2000 as a 
hyper-local newspaper with every column inch 
dedicated to Aurora residents and the issues 
impacting their own backyards.

But, in our first year of publication, 19 years 
ago this Friday, the world forever changed and 
our pages were opened up to an international 
tragedy, examined through a local lens.

In our September 18, 2001 edition, The 
Auroran featured first-hand accounts of the 
tragic events of 9/11 by people close to 
the scene who had long-lasting ties to the 
community – and still do, including Aurora 
Wallace, daughter of Ron Wallace, founder 
of The Auroran, and long-time Aurora resident 
and ongoing volunteer George Gonsalves. 

AURORA’S LINK TO NEW YORK

The daughter of an Aurora councillor 
watched in horror last Tuesday morning as the 
first of two jets slammed into the side of the 
World Trade Centre in New York City.

Aurora Lynn Wallace, 31, only daughter of 
Councillor Ron Wallace, was walking south on 
Fifth Avenue when the plane flew over her head 
and smashed into the building.

“Everyone looked up because the plane 
was so low and had no business being there,” 
she said.

A professor at New York University, Dr. 
Wallace was about a mile away from the Trade 
Centre when the plane struck the building.

“I just stood there and stared. I was 
dumbfounded,” she said. “I just couldn’t believe 
what I was seeing.”

She managed to get an e-mail to her father 
shortly before 11 a.m. that morning, but lost all 
lines of communication after that.

“I watched both buildings (the two towers) 
fall down right before my eyes,” she wrote. 
“Jesus.”

When the towers crumbled, the earth shook 
under her feet, she said.

Wallace said he attempted to call his 
daughter on her cell phone and via land line, 
but neither was working.

The cell phone tower that would have linked 
his daughter’s phone was located on the top of 
the trade centre.

The 110-storey twin towers of the trade 
centre are located south and west of the 
university, which is in Greenwich Village in 
Washington Square.

Dr. Wallace finally returned to her home 
shortly after 11 p.m. that night, and in a follow-
up email, said her day had been “harrowing.”

Meanwhile, only 30 minutes prior to the 
first hit, Aurora’s George Gonsalves, husband 
of Aurora Chamber of Commerce General 
Manager Rosalyn Gonsalves, followed his 
usual path to work, right through the World 
Trade Centre complex.

LOCAL REACTION

Coverage of the aftermath of 9/11 continued 
into the week of September 25, 2001, with 
our front page anchored by members of what 
was then the Aurora Fire Service – now, post-
amalgamation with Newmarket, the Central 
York Fire Services – carrying out an act of 
solidarity.

“Members of the Aurora Fire Service, Jim 
Allen, left, and Jeff Rempel, secure Canadian 
and American flags to the top of a pumper truck 
at the Aurora Fire Hall, while flags fly at half-
mast. Fire service members are paying homage 
to the more than 300 firefighters missing in the 
World Trade Centre attack two weeks ago. The 
Town has proclaimed October 7 as Firefighter 
Memorial Day, the first such proclamation 
made in the Province.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Residents of Aurora quickly shared their 
perspective on the attacks, including American 
expatriates, students, and individuals for 
whom their daily routines were now clouded 
by uncertainty.

“To the wonderful citizens of Aurora, my 
home for 10 years, thank you so much for 
being so compassionate and supportive to 
all your American neighbours, not only south 
of the border but directly next door to you 
on your own street,” wrote Y. Murphy. “I am 
an American and have been away from my 
country for 12 years now. I have never seen 
such a show of compassion and support as 
I have seen since the terrible attack on my 
homeland…this past week.

“My American friends here in Aurora and 
I have cried together. We have also been 
proudly flying the Star-Spangled Banner and 
wearing red, white and blue ribboned pins 
to honour the many victims of the terrorist 
attack. I thought we were alone in our grief 
and sorrow until I started hearing from my 
precious Canadian friends. They, too, felt 
pain along with us. 

“Everywhere I go, I see the God Bless 
America outside your businesses all over 
Aurora and tears well up in my eyes from 
the emotion of it all. God bless you for that.

“I walked into the Town of Aurora offices 
and what did I see but my flag flying in 
honour of the victims along with a candlelit 
vigil and a book to sign any thoughts to the 
Americans. I picked up the pen and wrote a 
thank you to you, my Aurora neighbours and 
all citizens of Canada for such an outpouring 
of love for us, your American friends. You are 
incredible.

“Thank you again for making me feel so 
blessed to live in your beautiful country. You 
have shown in action why Aurora is a place 
I will always be proud to call my home.”

A POEM TO THE COMMUNITY

Jessica Williams, a student at Dr. G.W. 
Williams Secondary School, closed Page 
5 with a poignant poem for the community 
entitled “Crooked Halos, Broken Wings”

What is the place coming to
The world that we live in?
Men with bombs and knives and guns
The peaceful cannot win.
A somber voice from speakers
Shattered silence through the school
Telling us the deeds of men 
That are both merciless and cruel.
They hijacked planes, turned them around
Had destinations in their minds.
One plane hit, and then another
Not one had time to hide.
The towers rocked and swayed.
Sent shivers up your spine
When people started jumping 
My heart began to pine.
While many watched in horror
Another plane had struck.
The world had no idea.
For sure, this was the worst of luck.
Frantic people ran about.
Searching desperately for life.
Searching very hopefully
For son, husband, child, wife.
The shock that rippled the nations
Was way beyond belief
Silence draped across the streets

You’d hear the falling of a leaf.
I saw many people weep
For the loss that just occurred
It happened, oh, so suddenly.
Posthaste my eyes were blurred.
I cried for all the victims,
Whose hearts rest amidst the rubble
I turned by thoughts to God, 
Quiet prayers that I did mumble.
Why did those who caused such pain, 
Show no mercy in the end?
Why was such hatred in their hearts,
Did they not have a friend?
Someone to show them wrong from right
Or the sadness that death brings.
Their actions hurt the holy, 
Crooked halos, broken wings.
So for those of you who share
All the sadness in this day
My prayers & thoughts go out to you
In each, their special way.
I mourn for those who lost,
For those who will not heal.
I still cannot believe,
All the horrors of this day are real.
Always will I remember,
This day will never leave my mind.
And in memory,
Innocent souls today did die.

         Celebrating our                Year!

AURORA’S LINK TO NEW YORK LETTER TO THE EDITOR

LOCAL REACTION

20th

 The Auroran      
  at 20: 
   When the       
    world  
     forever     
      changed

 

        BRITISH PUB         has come to Aurora
OPENING 
SOON!!!

The patio and inside
dining is available

Join us for a pint,
Classic British 
Dishes or Pizza!!!

Watch your favourite sport 
with friends and family!!!

15420 Bayview Ave, Aurora  905 503 6700
(Canadian Tire Plaza)

Authentic

NOW HIRING ALL POSITIONS  themoodycowpub@gmail.com

A POEM TO THE COMMUNITY
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Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

Drive-In helps kick off 
Labour Day Weekend

PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.  E & O.E.

A master planned community by FLATO®

WELCOME TO LIFE 
AT YOUR OWN PACE.

Presenting Carriage House, another flagship FLATO® community that brings 
together a small town feel with a variety of amenities. Offering heritage-style 
detached homes up to 2,860 sq. ft. with modern interiors, near restaurants, 
recreation centers, a library, hospital, and more, all near major highways.

R E G I S T E R  N O W
CARRIAGEHOUSEDUNDALK.CA

LIMITED RELEASE OF DETACHED HOMES

BOOK AN APPOINTMENT FOR AN IN-PERSON VISIT
INFO@CAPTAINREALESTATE.CA              4168482000

COMING SOON TO DUNDALK
Model: Palomino-C

Aurora’s Movies in the Park series came to a close on last Friday night, September 4, with  
a drive-in screening of Disney’s live-action remake of Aladdin at the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex. Pictured here, top, families maintain their social bubbles as they gather for the movie, which 
was beamed onto a gigantic screen, and which they were able to listen to through their car radios. 
(Middle) Kira, Zoe and Ava. (Bottom) Amanda, Craig, Kimberly and Nyah.       

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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CROSSWORD

BALLANTRAE CUSTOM 
CABINETS INC.

HOME OFFICES, CLOSETS 
MURPHY BEDS, WALL UNITS 

KITCHENS

5906 KING ROAD, NOBLETON 905-558-2227
www.ballantraecustomcabinets.ca

Proudly locally manufactured.
Family owned and operated.

Custom designs created and 
built  just for you

www.thefreewebsiteguys.com/free-site

  Thank you for choosing us
#1-15221 Yonge St. Aurora | 905-503-5004 

Nuts & 
Dried Fruits

Packed and sealed in Canada
You pay for a healthy value

Nuts and dried fruits are nutritious
High quality, from the Nature

 NOW OPEN

NUTSLAND

Into the conference finals we go 
By Robert Belardi 

It’s finally now down to four teams 
in this year’s NHL playoffs.

All four clubs will be playing their 
final games of  hockey in Edmonton. 

Sometimes you wonder how 
the League got here. The league 
battles a pandemic, plans hub cities, 
structures out a new playoff  format 
all in the span of  a few months and 
so far, knock on wood, it has all been 
successful and every player in the 
bubble is coronavirus free. 

In this year’s final four, the Las 
Vegas Golden Knights will be taking 
on a tenacious Dallas Stars squad in 
the west, while the pesky and resilient 
New York Islanders go up against a 
stormy Tampa Bay Lightning club, 
looking to get back into the Stanley 
Cup finals for the first time since 
2015. 

If  you had it scripted any other 
way then it’s not your fault. But two 
of  the favourites are here and two of  
the non-favourites have it made this 
far. 

Let’s take a look at the matchups. 

Dallas Stars  
vs Vegas Golden Knights 

Off  of  the stick of  defenceman 
John Klingberg, the Stars took game 
one. This club has been itching to 
get back into the Stanley Cup finals 
since their infamous victory in 1999 
against the Buffalo Sabres. 

Now, the Stars have been surging 
towards another appearance, and 
after falling short of  the finals last 
season, losing to the St. Louis Blues 
for the western conference title, 
there’s no question Tyler Seguin and 
captain Jamie Benn want to get in 
there. 

Sophomore defenceman Miro 
Heiskanen leads the way for the Stars 
with 21 points; the most among any 
defencemen.  

In front of  them, is a Golden 
Knights team, juggling goaltenders 
and a mighty offensive prowess at 
the fore. 

Defenceman Shea Theodore leads 
the way with 17 points and forward 
Mark Stone isn’t far behind with 
15. The key to this series is going 
to come down to goaltending. After 
starting game one, can Marc Andre 
Fleury and/or Robin Lehner carry 
Vegas and can Anton Khudobin be 

consistent for the Stars? 
It’s a tough pick. 

Prediction: Golden Knights in 7. 

New York Islanders  
vs Tampa Bay Lightning 

Tampa Bay, the moment is finally 
here. The Lightning have seemingly 
dominated the NHL for years only to 
fall short of  expectations. They can’t 
be proud of  that. 

What they can be proud of  is an 
8-2 victory to open up the series 
against the Islanders Monday night, 
chasing Thomas Greiss, who got the 
go-ahead to start this one. 

Brayden Point has amassed 23 
points in these playoffs, including a 
five-point night in Game One. 

He will look to go head-to-head 
against Matthew Barzal of  the 
Islanders in an interesting tilt to look 
out for. 

In this series, the Lightning have 
a few advantages on defence and 
goaltending. The Islanders don’t 
have a sure-fire number one stud on 
the back end and the Lightning have 
Victor Hedman, Mikhail Sergachev, 
Ryan McDonagh, Kevin Shattenkirk 
and Zach Bogosian. 

The reigning Vezina Trophy 
winner in goal, Andrei Vasilevskiy 

has just three losses in the playoffs. 
Although this is the first time since 

1993 the New York Islanders are 
making it to the conference finals, 
the Lightning just might be too much 

to handle. 
Prediction: Lightning in six. 

All statistics were correct as of  
Tuesday of  this week. 
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

AIR CONDITIONING + KITCHEN  ACCESSORIES

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

PROPANE

WATER

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

AIR CONDITIONING 
WATER TREATMENT
SERVICE AND INSTALLATION

REDUCED RATES due to COVID-19
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Rick: 416-500-1614  Stan: 647-883-8952

10 
YEARS

EXPERIENCEPlease mention this ad when you call!
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Annalise Rickman
Independent Consultant

AnnaliseInTheKitchen@gmail.com
www.pamperedchef.ca/pws/annaliserickman

(647) 808-5786
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Annalise Rickman
Independent Consultant

AnnaliseInTheKitchen@gmail.com
www.pamperedchef.ca/pws/annaliserickman

(647) 808-5786

Classic Canadiana for 
Concerts in the Park

The penultimate installment of the Town’s Concerts in the Park summer series featured the iconic 
Canadian sounds of Gordon Lightfoot with John Stinson’s Classic Lightfoot Live (above). The September 
2 concert was emceed (Left) by Trish Murphy, Manager of the CYGHA Orange Crush Hockey 
Team, which earlier unveiled a new SaveStation at Town Park, alongside Deb Hennig, President of 
SaveStation. (Below Left) Among the 100 ticketholders enjoying the concert in-person were Councillor 
Rachel Gilliland, Dawn Gallagher Murphy, and Newmarket-Aurora MPP Christine Elliott. (Below Right) 
Shelley Ware, Special Events Coordinator for the Town of Aurora, was on site with Mayor Tom Mrakas. 
Music will continue at Town Park this Saturday, September 12, with Flamenco, Italian and Brasilian 
dancing as part of the Town’s two-weekend Multicultural Festival. For more information, visit aurora.
ca/multiculturalfestival.         Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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One
Book

One
Aurora

One
Book

One
Aurora

 Photography Contest
In her novel Scarborough Catherine Hernandez offers a glimpse into a community  

that finds dignity in unexpected places. COVID-19 has madeus look at community in new ways. 
The Challenge: Submissions must respect the physical distancing we are currently practicing to keep our community safe.  

Send your entry to: brock@auroran.com  Contest Deadline: Friday October 30, 2020

RULES, TERMS & CONDITIONS: 
There are two categories:  

Yough (Agees 14-17) and Adult (Ages 18+)

Photographs can be raw or digitally  enhanced,  
but must be high-res for print

Winning photographs will be published in THE AURORAN
Winners will be announced at OBOA  

grand finale on November 14, 2020 
APL Employees/Board members/Judges and their immediate  

families are ineligible to win

1st Place in each category: $50 Gift Certificate 
2nd Place in each category: $25 Gift Certificate

AURORA
PUBLIC
LIBRARYAurora’s Community Newspaper

THE AURORAN

From page 1

ADVERTISE IN 
THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS   
(905) 727-3300   

EXT. 102

FOR SALESERVICENOTICE

HELP WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

S H E R W O O D 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
GROUP. Trusted 
Tree Maintenance and 
Removal. Free estimates. 
647-400-6998 or 647-
323-1913 Specializing in 
Aerial Pruning, Arborists 
reports, urban tree and 
stump removal and much 
more!

ASK
ONLINE CANADA
ONTARIO ONLINE HIGH SCHOOL

CREDITS AND PREPARATION
COURSES

www.askonlinecanada.ca
                  416-735-5547AS

K 
ON

LIN
E C

AN
AD

A HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS!Online 
Study from anywhere,

       anytime!

Thank 
You, 

Carriers!
for delivering  
The Auroran

through
 these  

challenging
 times.

“One Day. Your Way” is the theme of  this 
year’s Terry Fox Virtual Run and you can help 
by running, walking, or cycling around your 
community.

“On Sunday September 20, we ask that 
you continue to support cancer research by 
participating in and fundraising for your Virtual 
Run,” says The Terry Fox Foundation. “We leave 
it up to you to choose how to celebrate your 
Terry Fox effort – walk, run, dance, hike – on a 
favourite route and with your favourite people. 
Most importantly, we need you to honour the day 
by fundraising for cancer research.

“Today, 40 years later, we’re in a year that’s 
challenging us more than we could have ever 
expected. We have to think outside the box to 
make the best of  our 2020 participation. We can’t 
think of  anything that Terry would appreciate 
more.”

Here in Aurora, fundraising and organization 
efforts are being carried out by Greg Smith and 
Robin Taylor Smith.

The couple have long been involved with the 
local run, which has, in recent years, taken place 
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre and Community 
Arboretum.

Although they have participated in numerous 
events in the past, this is their first year at the 
helm.

“Cancer has definitely affected both [sides] of  
our family,” says Greg, who lost his father to lung 
cancer, the same diagnosis which took Robin’s 
brother at the age of  just 34. “We decided we 
wanted to help out and keep moving it forward.”

Over the past seven years, Smith has served 
as emcee of  the event and has helped shape its 
recent growth.

This year, present circumstances have made 
organization a challenge, but they are forging 
ahead.

“The COVID challenge is very interesting and 
all the [Foundation] asks is that we try like Terry 
and persevere through an unusual year,” says 

Greg. “The tagline they are using is ‘One Day. 
Your Way’ and the idea is they want participants to 
unite in spirit and not just in person. The concept 
is wherever you are around your neighbourhood, 
backyard, or even down the street, you walk, ride 
or run.”

Greg and Robin are planning to take a long 
walk to participate but if  you’re not able to get 
out, or if  you simply want to support the cause, 
many individuals are donating $40 in honour 
of  40th anniversary of  the marathon by visiting 
terryfox.org and finding their local walk or 
favourite registered participant.

“We plan to take our dogs and go for a nice 
long walk to just reflect on Terry Fox and what he 
has meant – and he is, in my opinion, the greatest 
Canadian of  all time,” says Greg. “I never really 
had given it a lot of  thought until this year. When 
I actually followed his path and the number 
of  days running until he had to give up his 
Marathon of  Hope in northern Ontario, when 
you realize that day after day after day he ran 26 
miles, that is a marathon every single day. Just the 
sheer magnitude of  that – I know of  people who 
participate in marathons and, after they run it, 
it takes time for them to recover. These are able-
bodied people with two legs and it is just quite 
incredible the determination that this man had 
and I think his impact on Canada is never going 
to go away. His legacy will live on. 

“The sad part is we’re not going to all be 
able to get together, but the good part of  it is it 
is not early in the morning on Sunday, people 
can participate at their leisure, whatever time 
and however they see fit, and I think that that 
provides an opportunity for a lot of  new people 
to participate and be involved and it can be just 
something as simple as signing up, making a 
donation and going for a walk with your family, 
and maybe talking a little bit about Terry Fox, 
his legacy. This year’s hashtag is #tryliketerry 
and I think that is a message for all people: no 
matter what you do, give it your best shot and  
give it a try.”

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
Amnesty International’s Aurora-Newmarket Group holds their monthly 

meeting tonight from 7:30-8:10 p.m. to discuss current human rights issues 
and write appeal letters. Held online via Zoom currently – all welcome! Free. 
For more information contact Renee at reneeandlen@rogers.com,or see www.
amnesty.ca, amnestyaurora.wordpress.com

SEPTEMBER 11 - 12
The Aurora Branch of  the Royal Canadian Legion will hold a bottle 

fundraising event on Friday from 2 – 8 p.m. and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Contactless drop-offs at the Legion’s north side banquet hall door. (105 
Industrial Parkway North)

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
Vibrant cultural performances will take place at Town Park (49 Wells 

Street) this morning from 9 a.m. to 10.15 a.m., and 11.15 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 
as the Town of  Aurora hosts the first part of  its two-weekend Multicultural 
Festival. A variety of  cultural performances will be showcased. Pre-
registration is not required, however due to the limit in the size of  public 
gatherings, limited space is available. The performances will be live streamed 
on Aurora’s Facebook page and YouTube account. Focusing on celebrating 
our community’s roots while embracing new cultures, lively music, vibrant 
traditional clothing and wonderful dancing from around the world, this event 
will take you on a one-of-a-kind cultural tour; all in one location, all in the 
same day. Be dazzled and awed as you experience how other cultures celebrate 
song and dance with a fully-packed entertainment line-up. Performances 
today will represent the cultures of  Spain, Italy and Brazil. The fun continues 
next Saturday, September 19, and virtual experiences can be found at aurora.
ca/multiculturalfestival.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
The Aurora Legion’s Catch the Ace is starting up again. The first draw 

will be today at 4 p.m. When it was put on hold the Jackpot was around 
$8,000.  $5 tickets are available from the Branch at 105 Industrial Parkway 
North from Wednesday through Sunday between 2 – 6 p.m. You can also 
purchase from Aurora Home Hardware on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
at Round Two Consignment Boutique (15228 Yonge Street – rear of  building 
– beside back door of  Aw, Shucks) Tuesday through Saturday from 12 noon – 
4 p.m., and at MR Menswear, 15117 Yonge Street (Dates, locations and times 
are subject to change).

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Vibrant cultural performances will take place at Town Park (49 Wells 

Street) this morning from 9 a.m. to 10.15 a.m., and 11.15 a.m. to 12.30 
p.m. as the Town of  Aurora hosts the second part of  its two-weekend 
Multicultural Festival. A variety of  cultural performances will be showcased. 
Pre-registration is not required, however due to the limit in the size of  public 
gatherings, limited space is available. The performances will be live streamed 
on Aurora’s Facebook page and YouTube account. Focusing on celebrating 
our community’s roots while embracing new cultures, lively music, vibrant 
traditional clothing and wonderful dancing from around the world, this event 
will take you on a one-of-a-kind cultural tour; all in one location, all in the 
same day. Be dazzled and awed as you experience how other cultures celebrate 
song and dance with a fully-packed entertainment line-up. Performances 
today will include Hawaiian, Asian and Belly Dancing. Virtual experiences 
can be found at aurora.ca/multiculturalfestival.

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Anyone with claims, prior 
to December 23, 2019 
against Richard J. Goodwin, 
of 77 Devins Drive Aurora,  
Ontario L4G 2Z5.please 
submit information to SVLaw, 
P.O. Box 1240, Guelph, 
Ontario N1H 6N6 Attention: 
N. Melchers. By the final 
date of October 9th, 2020.

Terry Fox Run marks 40th 
anniversary with virtual event
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Now this is great  
Canadian beer!

Like many of us, Hockley beer has a bit of European heritage, but  
we are proudly Canadian through and through. That’s why we’re so  
excited to be part of the just-launched Canadian Case. Look for  
outstanding Hockley selections in the new case at your favourite  
beer retailer. To build your own virtual case or to learn where you can 
find the Canadian Case, please visit www.TheCanadianCase.ca

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU NEED!! CALL TODAY!!239 Main St., Schomberg

H.R. HORIZON REALTY LTD.,
BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated

416-706-0419
HORIZONREALTY.CALtd., Brokerage

NOTTAWASAGA
$799,000 The Spacious ‘Monet’ Model Features Living Room W/Soaring Vaulted 
Ceiling, Bright Picture Windows & Gas Fireplace, Main Floor Master Suite W/Access To 
4 Pce. Bath, Spacious Eat-In Kitchen W/Granite Counter Tops, Stainless Steel 
Appliances & Walkout to Deck Overlooking The Golf Course. Other Features Include 
Extended 2nd Floor Loft With 3 Pce. Ensuite & Juliette Balcony, Fully Finished Lower 
Level Family Room W/Above Grade Windows, 2nd Fireplace & 3rd Bdrm.

SOLDFor Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenAvraamNeo.com  

� inking of Buying 
or Selling Your Home?

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

(Elena) Avraam Neophytou,
Sales Representative, SRES

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Office 905-727-1941
Cell 647-609-2744
lwhicher@rogers.com

Leslie Whicher,J.D.

RARE AND BEAUTIFUL 2-ACRE OPTIONS IN KING!

Integrity in Real EstateOutstanding King Township family home in a golf course community  
is completely reno’d to the finest quality & taste! 4+1 bedrooms,  

6 baths, home office on over 2 acres! 
$2,880,000

Stunning 2-acre cul-de-sac lot  
backing onto ravine, to build  

your dream home!
$1,849,000

 Classic King country home on  
2.58 spectacular acres features extensive 

updates, rear loggia with outdoor 
dining area & many walk-outs to  

gardens and property. $2,599,900

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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(NC) With many of us spending more time at home, 
this summer is the perfect opportunity to reinvigorate 
your house with inspiring design that welcomes you. 
Sharon Grech, Benjamin Moore colour marketing 
expert, shares her top tips on how to boost your 
home’s curb appeal.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS COUNT. The front door sets 
the tone for your entire home. Whether it’s a new coat 
of paint to freshen up a well-loved hue or adding a 
new pop of colour to your front door, don’t be afraid to 
make a statement with your entryway.

“A richly saturated sapphire blue, like Blue 
Danube 2062-30, will add interest and elegance to 
your front door,” says Grech. Looking to take your 
transformation one step further? “Painting the ceiling 
of a covered porch in a coordinating colour is a great 
way to add even more visual interest and appeal to 
your front entrance.”

THE DIFFERENCE IS IN THE DETAILS. Not ready 
to repaint your whole exterior? Choose small but 
impactful areas to update. A fresh coat of paint to 
exterior shutters or window and door trim can instantly 
elevate curb appeal. Brighten up an otherwise neutral 
look with a vibrant new shade, or add neutrals to 
complement bolder hues. “Benjamin Moore Aura 
Grand Entrance paint is a perfect choice for 
Canadian home exteriors because it ensures a 
beautiful and resilient fi nish that will last for years,” 
says Grech.

BRING THE INDOORS OUT. Get the most out of 
the summer months by creating inviting outdoor 
living spaces that refl ect the style and comfort of your 
home. “Simple additions like a welcome mat, outdoor 
rug or cozy throws and cushions for your outdoor 
furniture are ideal ways to add texture. Adding 
fl owers, plants and herbs in your own hand-painted 
pots will bring more colour and a seamless sense 
of indoor/outdoor living.”

YOU DON’T HAVE TO DIY. Don’t want to do it 
yourself? Consider hiring a professional painting 
contractor who can achieve a fl awless fi nish on your 
home’s exterior. Hiring a professional will help you 
achieve beautiful results and has the added benefi t 
of supporting small businesses in your community.

www.newscanada.com

Dear TRR; I am about to 
undergo a minor renovation 
of my property to make it 
more appealing for resale 
in this HOT market. 
What are some key things 
to consider when undergoing 
a renovation? 
Thanks, Stressed owner.
HI STRESSED OWNER. Th ere is nothing to be too 
stressed about when renovating your home, in fact, it 
can be quite fun if you have your ducks in a row! Some 
things to consider are never accepting a quote over 
the phone when hiring a contractor, a good contrac-
tor will always need to see what is needing to be done 
before quoting the job. Have a plan and set a clear 
budget with wiggle room built-in for the upgrades and 
unexpected issues that arise. Also, if you require hir-

ing tradesmen it is your right to request to see their 
certifi cations and credentials before work commences. 

Finally, should you require anything to be sig-
nifi cantly altered an architect or engineer may be re-
quired, be sure to check your local bylaws to see when 
this may be the case. Hiding your head in the sand and 
not being aware of what is happening with all aspects 
of the project is what causes stress and unneeded ex-
pense. If you have your fi nger on the pulse it will hope-
fully decrease your stress level. Once your renovation 
is complete, I hope you will call me so we can market 
your upgrades correctly.

Dear Big Tuna; 
My husband just opened 
a wall and we are unsure 
if the wall is load-bearing, 
how can we tell? 
Sincerely, Negative Nancy  
HELLO NEGATIVE NANCY, if you are in doubt 
you should stop what you are doing and seek out 
a professional before moving forward with your 
renovation dreams. 

However, in the spirit of education, there are a 
couple quick, but not defi nite ways to identify a 
load-bearing wall. 

Should you open up the wall and fi nd the wall was 
built with 2 x 6 lumber instead of 2 x 4’s, it is likely LB. 
Or if when you open that same wall and you fi nd a 
steel post or beam; it is most certainly load bearing. 
Finally, if the wall in question has another wall directly 
above or below it on the other fl oors of your home, 
it could be LB. It is important to note, LB walls can 

be moved but a permit is needed and plans must be 
draft ed by an architect or engineer and summited to 
the town of Aurora for permit approval before pro-
ceeding with the project. Also, once the work is com-
pleted, your work will have to be inspected before you 
can close up the walls with drywall. 

Th ere are many factors to consider when removing 
walls and it takes some serious knowhow, these are 
just some very quick and simple ways to identify load-
bearing walls to avoid major issues that could arise. If 
you don’t have the skills or know-how it isn’t worth 
risking your biggest asset. Hire a professional!

 Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna is a local 
Real Estate Sale Representative with 

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora. 
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both 

Real Estate and Renovations and has been 
involved in this community for over 20 years. 

If you have a question for my monthly article or 
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a 
home please feel free to call or email me directly 

at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by 
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca 

or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 

Boost your home’s 
curb appeal with colour
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Direct 289.221.1481 Office 905.727.3154 kellyburt@royallepage.ca

Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora
905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical 
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, 
Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, 
including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE &
LONDON FOG
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A 
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOW
AND SAVE

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW
JAVA,

MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE
& LONDON FOG

COLOURS

BRAND NEW COLOURS

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 
CLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED *Faucet extra

Pictured here 
New Bermuda White Colour 

(NC) 2020 has been a year of  
unexpected challenges and 
change. Now more than ever,  
it’s essential to make time to relax 
and rejuvenate, especially in the 
comfort and safety of your home.

As the weather cools and we spend more time in-
doors, fall is the perfect season to create a soothing 
oasis at home with calming shades. Drawing from 
natural tones of stone and sky can help destress and 
ground you. Here, Sharon Grech, Benjamin Moore 
colour and design expert, shares her designer tips to 
help you create room for relaxation. 

Uplift your mood with lighter hues. A sense of 
space and light can instantly lift your spirits, as we 
head into the colder months of the year. “Choose a 
light neutral palette to visually expand a room and 
soothe the senses,” says Grech. “Using Benjamin 

Moore Dune White CC-70, Collingwood OC-28 
and Mount Saint Anne CC-710 throughout your 
home will create unified and harmonious spaces for 
comfort and relaxation.”

Add soft textiles to bring comfort to the space. Piec-
es such as curtains, throw pillows or a cozy area rug 
in similar hues to complement a neutral palette and 
create an environment that encourages you to slow 
down and make time to unwind. Choosing touchable 
accents with natural fibres is a simple way to bring 
warmth and comfort to any room and establish a uni-
fied and calming atmosphere throughout your home.

Bring balance to your work-from-home space. 
Opt for soothing colours that support focus and calm 
all workday long, even during your most stressful 
moments. The green family is known to be the most 
comfortable for your eyes to process, especially if you 
spend most of your day looking at a screen.

Need another reason to add this colour to your 
home office? “Shades of green, like Louisburg Green 
HC-113 and even the more subtle Flora AF-470, en-
courage focus and productivity,” says Grech.

www.newscanada.com

Room for relaxation: 
Designer tips to create 
calming spaces

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Sales Representative

SUSIE STROM
Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Sales Representative
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Client Care Coordinator
LAUREN ROBINSON

Sales Representative
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

48 MEADOWBROOK LANE, 
MARKHAM
$1,325,000

27 CRANBERRY LANE,
AURORA 

35 BILBROUGH ST.,
AURORA

SOLD

37-776 HARRY SYRATT, 
NEWMARKET

SOLD

48 ARLINGTON DR.,
NEWMARKET

SOLD

38 BUTTONWOOD TRAIL,
AURORA

SOLD
SOLD

65 DR. JONES DR., 
SCHOMBERG 

SOLD

127 WILLOW FARM LANE, 
AURORA 

SOLD

52 CLIFF GUNN RD., 
NEWMARKET

SOLD

52 DEERHORN CRES., 
AURORA

SOLD

1 RAMSDEN CRES., 
EAST GWILLIMBURY

$1,199,000

47 HAMMOND DR., 
AURORA

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

446 Lake Drive South, Georgina

JUST LISTED

212 Hill Farm

SOLD

326 Major Mackenzie

SOLD

409 Timothy

UNDER CONTRACT

My buyers 
can’t wait 

to call  
this home

Barristers & Solicitors
Margaret Black    Professional Corporation

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

Tel: 905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate ❖ Wills ❖ Estates

Probate ❖ Family ❖ Immigration

www.blacklawoffi ce.ca

(NC) Back-to-school is going to look different for many 
of us this year. And students of all ages will be doing 
more learning at home, so it’s important to ensure they 
have a workspace that will help your child thrive.

Here, Sarah Gunn, designer and former teacher, 
shares her top tips for a productive space:

1 Create an inspiring environment. The first thing 
to keep in mind is how your child likes to work. 
Are they easily distracted, or do they enjoy the 

company of working around other people? Choose a 
space that bests suits their learning style – whether it 
is a secluded spot, or a corner in the kitchen, dining 
room or living room.

2 Get everyone in on the setup. Involve your chil-
dren in preparing their at-home workspace. Be 
sure to include a large work surface, a comfy seat 

and task lighting. Staples Canada is a great resource 
for modern workspace options. Once you have the 
basics, personalize the area with items like a favourite 
stuffed animal, photos of friends or their artwork. 

3 Stock up for success. Have all the tools your 
child needs within easy reach and use colour-
ful containers to keep supplies organized. If they 

work in a shared area, like the dining room table, des-
ignate a large container to store materials out of sight 
when they aren’t in use.

Find more ideas at staples.ca/backtoschool.
www.newscanada.com

3 steps for creating an  
at-home workspace for kids

Re-paint your walls and cupboards. Adding 
a fresh coat of paint to hallways or key gathering 
spots is a simple way to brighten your home. Try 
sticking to timeless, neutral colours that won’t clash 
with your furniture – think crisp whites, rich blues 
or warm greys. Another great way to update your 
home is to paint outdated cupboards. Chalk paint 
is a fun option for doodling notes, and it doesn’t re-
quire any primer or sanding.

Update light fixtures and bulbs. Light fixtures 

from another time can age a home. By swapping 
out frosted glass fixtures and tasseled lampshades, 
you can quickly modernize your space. As long as 
existing wiring is in place, changing light fixtures 
is a simple DIY project. While you’re at it, why not 
swap out bulbs for new, energy-saving LEDs? White 
lighting can make a space feel stark, whereas LEDs 
can bring out warmer tones.

Change your kitchen backsplash. The thought 
of a kitchen renovation has “cha-ching” ringing in 

most of our ears, but there are quality peel-and-
stick tiles that can transform your space at a low 
cost and with little expertise required. Use online 
tutorials to help and make sure you make measure-
ments precise, keeping in mind any lighting or elec-
trical outlets you may have to cut around. 

Review your insurance policies. While updating 

your home, why not make sure your insurance is up 
to date? Having the appropriate insurance to cover 
your needs is an important part of homeownership.  
PC insurance will consult up to nine different com-
panies to compare your policy, so you can get the 
best rate. Find more information at pcinsurance.ca.

www.newscanada.com

(NC) Ready for a refresh but in need of inspiration?  
Below are some easy DIYs that make a big impact:

Easy home  
improvement projects

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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OUR #1 GOAL IS SATISFIED CLIENTS – CALL US TODAY FOR RESULTS

• Amazing Potential for Renovation or Build
• 80’X 124’ Lot With Walk-Out Elevation
• Bright Open Concept W/O To Large Deck
• Walk to Restaurants, Shops, Rec Centre

• Private 140’ x 203’ Lot w/ Mature Trees
•  Updates incl. Furnace, Windows, Doors, 

Kitchen, Bathroom, Shingles, Water System
• Excellent Exposure for Home-based Business

West Realty Inc., Brokerage
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Susan, Dave & 
Stephanie Zacchigna 
Sales Representatives

Tel: 416-399-1050 Direct
       905-857-7653 Bolton
       905-607-2000 Kleinburg

www.TeamGTA.com

@Zacchigna Team GTA

SCHOMBERG

SOLD

WASAGA

SOLD

COLGAN

SOLD
NOBLETON BUNGALOW

$998,000
CALEDON BUNGALOW

 $838,000

VAUGHAN TOWNHOME 
LEASE - $2800/MONTH

• Brand New • 3 Bedroom + Den
• Rooftop Terrace • Underground Parking
• Amazing Location Jane & Hwy 7
• Steps from Subway & Bus

ORILLIA OPPORTUNITY 
$588,000 

•  Amazing Location: Steps to Lakehead 
University Campus, Costco & All Amenities 

• 4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, 9 ft Ceilings 
• Hardwood & Ceramics on Main Floor 

8AM YARD SALES: 
SAT. SEPT. 12TH

50 ELLIS AVE, NOBLETON 
25 NORMAN AVE, NOBLETON  

2107 CON RD 8, COLGAN

COMMUNITY EVENTS

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Ask A Realtor®

Seems Like Everyone is  
getting more money than  
the asking price lately, and  
there’s so much competition  
going on it’s intimidating.
Help us understand  
what’s going on.

Signs and ads bragging that homes have sold above 
asking price are very common in Seller’s markets.  
More investigation should occur before you be-

lieve the headlines.  Did the Seller’s yield $100 above the 
asking price of a home selling at market value or $200k 
above an asking price that was substantially underval-
ued in the area? Hire a REALTOR® you trust that will 
make the buying success story all about you.

Demand has been higher across Toronto and the 
Greater Toronto Area (GTA) and the supply of homes 
for sale has been limited to meet the pressure. The 
asking price for the home is just that.  A Buyer’s Rep-
resentative Specialist ABR® should probe further for 
the actual range of value for the home being sold and 
uncover the Seller’s strategic pricing approach taken to 
generate a response from the market.  Before taking 
action to buy, it’s best to review a detailed comparative 
market assessment report of the neighbourhood and 
town being considered.

Buyer’s captivated by the marketing promotion still 
need to be able to afford the home and pre-approval 
is absolutely necessary before placing an offer on any 
home. In every market, there are a variety of ways to 
price a home.

One strategy Seller’s consider is to go for it, pricing 
at a high-value amount regardless of the comparable 
market analysis. There is no crystal ball that says this 
way of pricing won’t work but the home will likely ex-
perience less exposure from qualified Buyers.  If the 
price is much higher than the average price in the area 
many of the REALTORS® or Buyer’s independently 
online searching may not be searching at the high 
price. Showing appointment activity, interest and of-
fers may be low priced or non-existent no matter how 
great the marketing is until a price reduction occurs.  If 
the home is financed and sold for a high above market 
value, the concern is whether the home will appraise 

and whether the Buyers will have the money to bridge 
the shortfall in their financing. 

Another marketing plan is to price at comparative 
market value, understanding the positives and nega-
tives within the home compared to recent sales in the 
area.  More showings and action may take place and 
competition may still occur which may also drive 
the sale to above-asking price values. Expect that the 
Buyer may still try to negotiate lower and that’s OK, 
the value of the home will be clearer based on the mar-
ket assessment and this can be communicated by the 
Buyer’s REALTOR®. Buyers and Sellers may come to 
a mutual agreement quicker creating a win-win result 
when the asking price is easily justified.

Another approach is pricing below where the recent 
estimated market value for the property has been in an 
effort to generate multiple bid competition.  There is 
no guarantee that multiple buyers will be interested in 
taking action or offering above the lower asking price.  
If competition does take place, researching market 
value is necessary before offering so that Buyers know 
where the price should be and understand in advance 
whether this price is affordable for them. In compe-
tition some Buyers opt to omit conditions on financ-
ing, inspection, insurance etc. and the risks of doing 
so must be discussed in advance before placing this 
type of offer in writing. Some Buyers feel this tactic is 
in poor taste setting up a false expectation of low value 
as opposed to pricing at fair market value.

Book an appointment with a REALTOR® today to 
create a comprehensive Buyer Action plan towards 
buying firm.

– Written by Connie Power
Manager,  Real Estate Sales Representative  

CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES® for RE/MAX Hallmark  
York Group Realty Ltd.,  Brokerage serving York region and beyond.  

Empowering you in real estate!

**Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract

Real Estate Market Update – Aurora

Across Aurora’s 10 neighbourhoods 140 homes 
were sold in August; that’s a 103 per cent improve-
ment over August 2019 and 18 more than in July of 

2020.  The  average home price was 14 per cent stronger 
at $1,039,666 than at the same time last year.  Typically 
Seller’s received 100 per cent of their asking price and 
sold 37 per cent faster year over year on average taking 
22 days to sell.

The number of homes currently for sale at the current 
demand is at a very low 2.4 months supply continuing the 
trend that it’s a Seller’s market in Aurora.  There were 252 
homes placed for sale in August and 262 were available 
for sale for September 1st Buyer’s action.  

Year to date sales activity in Aurora is almost even to 
2019 lagging by 2 per cent incredibly as the pandemic has 
been such a new experience to live through as we con-
tinue our efforts together to flatten the COVID-19 curve.   

If shopping for a new home is on the radar in the com-
ing months, please continue to follow Health and Safety 
Protocols and speak to a real estate sales professional 
to get a better understanding of how to safely experience 
homes virtually and in person.   

– Written by Connie Power 

Connie Power Manager / Sales Representative CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES® 
for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd.,  Brokerage serving York 

region and beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 
Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an  

appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto Real Estate 
Board; Regional Housing Market Tables; York Region, Aurora for August 

of 2019, 2020 and the Summary of Existing Home Transactions of all  
home types, August 2019, 2020 for all TREB Areas.

***Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Summer Sales Peak

FOR 
SALE

SOLD
OVER ASKING
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Call for a FREE Market Evaluation! 905-841-4787 
You Get The “Right Results” With Rocco.

Serving Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, King, Stouffville, Richmond Hill & Surrounding Areas

905-841-4787 • www.roccoracioppo.com
List with one of Canada’s Top Producers, 

ranked # 72 in Canada out of approx. 21,000 RE/MAX Agents in 2017.

Rocco Racioppo
BROKER

Rocco Racioppo
REALTRON REALTY INC.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED BROKERAGE
REALTRON REALTY INC.

OVER 7 ACRES! $1,438,000
Private lot with trees and pond. Very peaceful setting!

CUSTOM BUNGALOW ON ONE ACRE! $2,850,000
Custom built Bungalow, approx. 5,5000 sq. ft home, 

situated on 1 acre lot, 4 car garage!

Rocco RacioppoRocco Racioppo

25 ACRES WITH POND! $2,498,000
Large custom Bungalow, approx. 8,000 sq. ft 

of living space minutes to highway 404!

PRIVATE TREED LOT IN SHARON HILLS! $1,778,000
¾ Acre lot with many recent renovations. Approx. 4500 sq ft of luxurious living 

space including fi nished walked basement with inground pool, hot tub!

2 STOREY FAMILY ROOM! $ 1,698,000
Over 5,000 sq. ft of living space including fi nished 

walkout basement on premium lot backing onto conservation!

RENOVATED 2 STOREY HOME ON ACRE LOT! $2,850,000
Renovated home on acre lot in prestigious “Preston Lake Community” with ac-

cess to private lake. Approx. 4800 sq. ft 2 storey home with 2 storey dinning room!

94 ACRE HORSE FARM! $2,988,000
Minutes from Newmarket & highway 404. 

Complete with riding arena & 2 barns! 

AMAZING ESTATE RESIDENCE! $12,950,000
2 Houses situated on just under 20 acres minutes from Aurora/ Newmarket with gated 
entrance 11,000 sq. ft of total living space, inground pools & huge pond on property!

BACKS ON TO RAVINE! $1,690,000
Open concept plan, walkout basement. 

Backyard oasis including inground pool!

WELL MAINTAINED HOUSE IN THE HEART OF RICHMONDHILL! $1,180,000
Perfect home in North Richvale. Finished One Bedroom Basement with 

Kitchen and Separate Entrance. Minutes to Hwy 400/404, Go Train!

TOTALLY RENOVATED 2 STOREY HOME! $988,000
Totally Renovated 2 Storey Home Approx. 2300 Sq. ft 

plus fi nished basement!

MINUTES TO HIGHWAY 404! $975,000
Approx. 2,200 sq. ft plus fi nished basement apartment!

NEW LISTING IN DEMAND LOCATION! $939,900
Large lot 100 x 150 ft in demand area in Sharon. Minutes to the Go Train, Highway 
404 and Southlake Regional Hospital. 3 Bedroom bungalow with large solarium!

TOWNHOME WITH FINISHED WALKOUT BASEMENT! $675,000
Townhome with fi nished walkout basement. Steps to Pickering College, 

Newmarket High, Bogart. Open concept living & Dining!

SOLD FOR $1,680,000
Call today for a free market evolution!

SOLD FOR $1,640,000
Call today for a free market evolution!

SOLD
SOLD

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

(NC) In recent years, water 
damage from fl ooding has 
become increasingly common 
across Canada. In fact, the 
Insurance Bureau of Canada 
says that water damage accounts 
for nearly half of all insurance 
claims, and the frequency and 
cost of these claims has risen 
dramatically in recent years. 

Some of this increase in property water damage is 
due to climate change, with strong storms becoming
more frequent and lasting longer. Infrastructure 
in many areas is old or inadequate and unable to 
handle the volume of water associated with these 
new storms as well as fl ash fl oods or snowmelt.  

Sewer backups are also occurring more oft en, 
both with old systems and with newer ones that are 
designed to handle both rain and sewer water. Faulty 

plumbing is another factor that can contribute 
to water damage, especially in aging, poorly 
constructed or poorly designed buildings. 

Despite these concerns, a poll from the Insur-
ance Bureau of Canada revealed that more than 
a quarter of people don’t know if their property 
insurance policies cover fl ooding, while anoth-
er 45  per cent  only “think” they do. Not know-
ing whether you have coverage for water damage 
can be costly.   

Fortunately, according to Aviva Canada, one 
of Canada’s largest insurance providers, there are 
things you can do to help protect your property: 

•  Perform regular maintenance on plumbing 
systems, including sanitary lines and hot water 
tanks. Have water and sewer lines scoped to 
reveal damage from tree roots. Test shut-off  valves 
to ensure they will work in an emergency.

•  Pay attention to your building envelope. Roof 
leaks are one of the most common causes of 
water damage, especially in areas that are prone 
to freezing weather, strong winds and hail.  So, 
it’s important to maintain the condition of your 
roof and clear your downspouts and drains of 
obstructions. Caulk your windows to ensure 

an adequate seal, and make sure grading slopes 
away from your premises. 

•  Is your water hard or soft ? Depending on where 
you live, the quality of water can aff ect your 
appliances and plumbing systems, causing 
them to deteriorate much more quickly. Water 
soft eners are available for hard water areas, but 
you could consider using a soft ener for soft  water 
areas too, as soft  water can lead to corrosion of 
copper piping. 

•  Technology can monitor and even reduce issues 
related to fl uctuations in building temperature. 
Water detection and shut-off  systems can prevent 
damage from burst pipes due to freezing or 
leaking of your hot water tank. Installing these 
systems can help eliminate or reduce loss to 
your property,  particularly when you’re not there. 

•  Talk to your insurance broker about what level 
of water damage your current homeowner’s 
insurance covers and what additional insurance 
you might need.  Find one in your area today at 
aviva.ca/en/fi nd-a-broker. 

www.newscanada.com

Water damage is on the rise – 
is your home protected? 

Tips to prepare 
your home for 
the unexpected

(NC) While spending more time at home, it’s criti-
cal that you take the necessary steps to help ensure 
your family is prepared in the event a home fi re or 
carbon monoxide (CO) leak occurs.

CO is the number one cause of accidental poi-
soning in Canada and, according to the Canadian 
National Fire Information Database, 80 per cent of 
fi re deaths occur in homes without working smoke 
alarms. Make sure your home is ready for anything 
with the following tips and tools.

Alarm your home. Most of us are under-protected 
and unprepared when it comes to fi re and carbon 
monoxide safety, according to a nationwide survey 
conducted by First Alert. Even if you have smoke and 
CO alarms, you may not be suffi ciently protected if 
you don’t have enough alarms throughout your en-
tire home. The National Fire Protection Association 
recommends installing alarms on every level of the 
home, inside every bedroom and outside each sleep-
ing area.

Test, maintain and replace. In addition to install-
ing alarms, proper alarm placement, regular mainte-
nance and replacement are essential for protecting 
your family and home. Test alarms regularly and 
change the batteries every six months. To make 
battery replacements a thing of the past, upgrade to 
10-year sealed battery alarms, which eliminate low-
battery chirps and battery replacements for a decade. 
Also, if you can’t remember the last time you installed 
an alarm, chances are it’s time for a new one. Alarms 
need to be replaced at least every 10 years.

Double up on safety. While many homeowners 
know the importance of protecting their property from 
the threats of smoke and fi re, studies show that fewer 
households are equipped with CO alarms.  Carbon 
monoxide is an invisible, odourless gas that is re-
sponsible for an average of 300 deaths each year, 
and it’s impossible to detect without an alarm. For ul-
timate home safety, install alarms for two-in-one pro-
tection, such as combination smoke and CO alarms 
from First Alert that are equipped with 10-year sealed 
batteries for long-lasting protection. 

www.newscanada.com
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Stephen Ongaro
Intercity Realty Salesperson

Direct 416-990-0832

Thinking of buying, selling, 
investment properties?
Call me at any time to

discuss your specifi c goal, 
and I will help you get there!

FEATURED PROPERTY

4065 LLOYDTOWN-AURORA RD. ~ $8,288,8884065 LLOYDTOWN-AURORA RD. ~ $8,288,8884065 LLOYDTOWN-AURORA RD. ~ $8,288,8884065 LLOYDTOWN-AURORA RD. ~ $8,288,8884065 LLOYDTOWN-AURORA RD. ~ $8,288,8884065 LLOYDTOWN-AURORA RD. ~ $8,288,8884065 LLOYDTOWN-AURORA RD. ~ $8,288,8884065 LLOYDTOWN-AURORA RD. ~ $8,288,888
This Spectacular Custom Home Is Like No Other. Everything In This Fully Upgraded House 
Is Completely Finished From Top To Bottom. The Execution From Design, Construction And 
Finishings Are Impeccable!! Fantastic Layout And Great Energy Flow Through This Masterpiece 
Sitting On A Picturesque 12.07 Acres. Peace, Tranquility, Serenity Surrounds Your Private Setting 
Here. Entertain Family, Friends With Your Private Custom Cabana, Pool, Pond. Fully Finished 
Basement Complete With 3 Bedrooms, 3 Washrooms, Laundry Rm, Kitchen, Theatre Room! 
Also Your Own 4000 Sq Ft Separate Garage/Workshop!! Endless Opportunity Here. Make This 
Your Oasis!! It Awaits You!

FOR MORE INFORMATION:   STEPHEN ONGARO, Sales Rep stepheno@intercityrealty.com   www.intercityrealty.com

SOLD PROPERTIES

12 MIZUNO, KLEINBURG

22 RED TREE, KLEINBURG

54 WATCH HILL, KINGSCROSS ESTATES

10 CALGARY GARDENS, WOODBRIDGE
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD


