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Contact now Brian Porter, 
Director, Living Assistance 
Services, for advice and care 
at home at 416.483.0070
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Beverley Varcoe   905-727-3154

Highly Qualified to Handle Your 
Real Estate Needs with 

Over 25 years of Award Winning service!

Your Community Realty, Aurora 
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“We’re here today to make a change”
More than 1,000 take part in Solidarity 
Walk against anti-Black racism

By Brock Weir

They knew they couldn’t sit still and it 
was time to take a stand.

This was the feeling shared by Chloe 
and Keenan Hull, Jordan Cangombe, Léa 
Robertson, Julia Frappier, and Elizabeth 
White when they set out to organize a 
community walk in solidarity with the 
Black Lives Matter movement.

At the start, they thought they might 
bring out a handful of  people outside of  

their immediate circle to send a small but 
mighty message. But hundreds of  others 
felt they too had spent too long sitting still.

On Sunday, nearly 1,000 people filled 
Yonge Street sidewalks and Town Park 
for a Solidarity Walk, a response not only 
to the police killing of  George Floyd in 
Minneapolis last month, a murder that 
has sparked anti-racism demonstrations 
around the globe, but to countless other 
“senseless killings” that have taken place in 
recent years. 

“This is an issue that is not just 

happening out there, it is happening 
at home,” Ms. Hull told The Auroran 
as supporters rallied at Yonge and 
Henderson before marching northward to 
Town Park. “We wanted to do something 
in Aurora because it effects people living in 
Aurora as well. We just knew we couldn’t 
sit still. We’re just a group of  kids, but we 
wanted to stand up to social injustice and 
discrimination.

“We started planning this, thinking it 
would just be the six of  us with our parents, 

A SHOW OF SOLIDARITY – (Top) Organizers and supporters of Sunday’s Solidarity Walk are pictured at the bandshell at Town Park 
at the start of the rally, following the march up Yonge Street from Henderson Drive. From left: Leah Robertson, Elizabeth White, Daveisha 
Francis, Jordan Cangombe, Keenan Hull, Julia Frappier, and Chloe Hull. (Above Left) Over 1,000 people filled Town Park for the event. (Above 
Right) Xavier sends a powerful message at the start of the trek. For full photo coverage, see Page 24.                 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir and Glenn Rodger
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YOUR NEW MEN’S CLOTHING DESTINATION

MENSWEAR

                 Temporary HOURS:Tue–Sat 10am–3pm (1 on 1 only) and for your convenience, by appointment anytime before or after hours 

15117 YONGE STREET | DOWNTOWN AURORA | 905-713-1501 | mrmenswear.ca

The last few months have been tough 
for everyone, but it has been everyone 
working together to stay safe that has 
been helping us all get through this. 

I want to thank all my customers who have 
contacted me through these times and now 
that we have re-opened your support is 
greatly appreciated. 

That is what community is all about. 

For your safety and everybody else’s safety, 
please note that it is a 1 on 1 service for the 
next couple of weeks. Either call ahead and 
make an appointment, or, if you decide to stop by, 
you won’t have to wait long. 

I have gloves, masks and hand sanitizer. 

All the best to you and your families and stay safe.

THANKS AGAIN for your SUPPORT. 
Get an additional 15%* added to any Gift Card purchased. 
*Eg. you pay $200/the GC is worth  $230

we are

OPEN
for business
(Just in time for Father’s Day)

905.727.4258 

Curbside filter pick up available call now! 

www.tholiver.com 

We are here if you need us. 

Curbside filter pick-up available. Call now!

School board should chip  
in on student safety at 
Aurora Heights P.S.: Council

By Brock Weir

The York Region District School 
Board should step up to the plate to help 
fund new measures designed to protect 
the safety of  students walking to and from 
Aurora Heights Public School, according 
to Council. 

Meeting at the Committee level last 
week, local lawmakers gave a tentative 
green light to several safety proposals 
stemming from a working group tasked 
with reviewing pedestrian safety for 
students and families in the area.

These recommendations include a 
layby lane on the east side of  Tecumseh 
Drive along the frontage of  Aurora 
Heights Public School and prohibition 
of  parking at all times on the south and 
east sides of  Kitimat Crescent near the 
school.

Should these new measures receive 
final approval at Council at the end of  
this month, $125,000 for construction of  
the layby lane will be included in Aurora’s 
2021 Capital Budget, but Council is 
hoping they will have a partner in this 
endeavor in the local school board.

“If  I were to pick and choose the 
projects [outlined by the working group], 
this is one I feel is going to solve the 
problem at hand with the amount of  
children safely being dropped off  at 
school,” said Councillor Rachel Gilliland 
voicing her support for the layby.

The layby was also supported by 
Councillor John Gallo, but not necessarily 
the funding model suggested by staff.

“I can see where there’s an argument 
that kids going to that school are Aurora 
residents, they are our kids and we have 
an obligation to make sure they are safe 
[but] I don’t know where the line is 
drawn in terms of  responsibility for this 
type of  project,” said Councillor Gallo 

of  the layby. “We don’t build schools 
and while obviously we are in favour of  
safe transportation of  our children to the 
schools, where does the responsibility lie? 
Does it lie [with] the school boards to 
make sure their school grounds are safe, 
or is it incumbent upon us? 

“I don’t remember doing something 
like this before. I don’t remember paying 
for something like this before. I am just 
throwing it out there that I think it is a 
great idea and it should be done. I just 
don’t know whether it is our responsibility 
to do it, I don’t know whether it is our 
taxpayers’ responsibility to pay for this. 
We don’t build schools; it is the Board’s 
responsibility to make sure their schools 
are safe.”

As Councillor Gallo said he was 
concerned that footing the full bill could 
set a precedent for Aurora, Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner offered a similar view.

“Our responsibility is to take care of  
the children and to make sure they’re safe, 
but I don’t think it is our responsibility to 
be doing this financially,” she said. “It 
just does not sit well. We’re all tight for 
money.  We’re asking all the residents of  
the Town to take over this responsibility. 
It belongs to the school board and it is up 
to the school board to improve the safety 
of  their schools.”

Mayor Tom Mrakas said he too was 
concerned about setting a precedent with 
the school board.

“A lot of  the schools that have been 
built a long time ago have probably fallen 
into some similar situation,” he said. “So, 
what is going to happen is we’re going to 
start paying for laybys. At minimum, the 
conversation shouldn’t even begin unless 
it is looking at splitting the costs. That 
should be the starting point, and let’s 
work towards where we go from there. It 
shouldn’t be the Town that’s on the hook 
for full construction costs.”

By Brock Weir

Residents of  the Aurora Heights 
community might soon be asked about 
the viability of  temporary one-way traffic 
on Kitimat Crescent as the Town and 
the York Region District School Board 
look at ways of  improving pedestrian and 
student safety in the area.

The idea of  one-way traffic on Kitimat 
as a temporary relief  measure was floated 
to Council last week by area residents 
Leslie Jennings and Dan Elliott in a 
written delegation to the June 2 General 
Committee meeting.

In their delegation, the residents said 
they “accepted” Council’s decision to 
implement sidewalks on the street “despite 
its personal financial impact” to residents 
and supported the recommendations 
from a stakeholder working group for a 
layby lane. But they contended this is only 
a part of  a solution for area traffic woes.

“Despite the current No Parking 
restrictions in front of  the school and 
the Town’s current enforcement, every 
school day parents choke that curb lane 
while dropping off  or, worse, waiting 
for their children after school,” they 

said. “This line of  parked cars restricts 
travelling…to pretty much only a single 
lane of  traffic, particularly when a truck 
or a school bus is trying to get through. 
This makes getting through that area 
very frustrating for drivers going in both 
directions. Without the layby, the single 
lane scenario will continue. 

“Since the layby is not yet designed 
and won’t be [built] until next year, we 
ask Council to consider making Kitimat 
Crescent a one-way street from the 
school until the layby is completed. Doing 
so will eliminate the parents from making 
dangerous U-turns and three-point turns 
on blind corners and narrow streets on 
Kitimat, as well as reduce the congestion 
of  traffic at the crosswalk corners by 
eliminating traffic trying to exit Kitimat 
there. Several neighbours are supportive 
of  a temporary-one way street as part of  
the solution.”

This proposed temporary measure 
piqued the interest of  Council at first 
blush, but Town Planner David Waters 
urged some caution, noting that staff  first 
got wind of  the proposal earlier that day.

“We’re concerned about increased 
vehicle traffic speeds on Kitimat 

One-way traffic considered  
on Kitimat until safety  

situation is solved
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www.hyundaiofaurora.ca

905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora
SERVICE & PARTS • OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
7:30AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-NOON
EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS
WEDNESDAY • 7:30AM-8PM

905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora Wellington St.
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WELCOME TO "THE NEW" AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES

MEET “KONA” OUR 
CUSTOMER CARE AMBASSADOR

SALES EVENT

SHIFT INTO 0%
financing†

on ALL models

Get  

6-MONTH PAYMENT DEFERRAL^

Based on monthly payment frequency. On promotional finance 
purchases of new Hyundai vehicles, with the exception of the 
down payment, if applicable^^. Restrictions apply.

SHOP FROM HOME 

with Hyundai Express Shopping
INTEREST RATE REDUCTIONS
on some of our most popular vehicles.

2 
meters

2 
metres

Practice safe distancing 

2 
meters

2 
metres

Hourly surface disinfectant 

2 
meters

2 
metres

Drop-off services availableSAFEANDSOUND

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE.

†Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2020 Elantra Preferred Auto IVT/2020 Tucson 2.0L Essential FWD models with an annual finance rate of 0%/0%. Cost of borrowing is $0/$0. Selling price is $22,434/$27,984. Weekly payments are $62/$77 for 84/84 months. $0/$0 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down 
payment amount. Finance offers include Delivery and Destination charge of $1,710/$1,810, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. ◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2020 Kona 2.0L Essential 
FWD with an annual lease rate of 2.99%. Total lease obligation is $14,055. Weekly lease payment of $60 for a 48-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $1,495 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,810, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Lease 
offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. ^0 payments (payment deferral) for 180 days is available on promotional finance offers of in-stock 2020 Hyundai models. Payment deferral applies to 
only promotional finance offers on approved credit and proof of income may be required. If the payment deferral offer is selected, the original term of the finance contract will be extended by 5 months (150 days). Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. will pay the interest during the first 5 months (150 days) of the finance contract, after which the purchaser will pay all principal and interest 
owing in equal installments over the remaining term of the contract. Payments on finance contracts are paid in arrears. ^^For finance contracts payable on a weekly and bi-weekly basis, purchasers who select the payment deferral offer may have to make their first weekly or bi-weekly payment sooner than 180 days from purchase. Down payments are not subject to the payment 
deferral offer, and are due on the date the contract is signed. Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. Ask your dealer for details. ♦Price of model shown: 2020 Elantra Ultimate Intense Blue/2020 Kona Ultimate AWD Tangerine Comet/2020 Tucson 
Ultimate AWD Aqua Blue is $29,642/$34,392/$40,192. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,710/$1,810/$1,810, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. †◊^♦^^Offers available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation 
without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer cannot be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.
hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions. ±Certain restrictions apply. Customers must present their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase to receive special price discount off 
their purchase. Program subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com/military or see dealer for complete details. ∇Android Auto™ is compatible with Android phones running Android Lollipop or newer. Android Auto may not be available on all devices and may not be available in all countries or regions. Additional apps may be required. Visit 
www.android.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Android and Android Auto are trademarks of Google Inc. ‡Apple CarPlay™ works with iPhone 5s, iPhone 5c, iPhone 5 and later models running the latest version of iOS 7 and above. Apple CarPlay™ may not be available on all devices and may not be available in all countries or 
regions. Visit www.apple.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Apple and Apple CarPlay are trademarks of Apple Inc. ™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 

hyundaicanada.com

Dealers may charge additional fees for administration 
of up to $499. Charges may vary by dealer.

Active and veteran military personnel receive up to
$750 in price adjustments±. 

hyundaicanada.com/military

2020 TUCSON
Get for

months†financing
0% 84

on ALL 2020 Tucson models 
Example selling price of $27,984 on the 2.0L Essential FWD

    7.0" touch-screen display with rearview camera
   Android Auto™∇ and Apple CarPlay™‡

   Forward Collision-Avoidance Assist

2.0L Essential FWD features include:

2020 ELANTRA
Get for

months†financing
0% 84

on ALL 2020 Elantra models 
Example selling price of $22,434 on the Preferred Auto IVT

    7.0" touch-screen display with rearview camera
   Android Auto™∇ and Apple CarPlay™‡

    Blind-Spot Collision Warning with Rear 
Cross-Traffic Collision Warning

Preferred Auto IVT features include:

2020 KONA

   7.0" touch-screen display with rearview camera
   Android Auto™∇ and Apple CarPlay™‡

    Air conditioning with manual 
temperature control

Key features include:

Lease the 2.0L 
Essential FWD for only at for

weekly
2.99% 48$60

months with 
$1,495 down◊

Year††5 Warranty
Year††5 Warranty

Province begins loosening restrictions as local 
COVID-19 numbers stabilize

By Brock Weir

As the Province moves forward with 
a staggered approach to the second 
stage of  their plan to re-open Ontario, 
local cases of  COVID-19 have shown 
signs of  stabilizing.

At press time this week, 13 active 
cases were still being addressed within 
Aurora, a figure that remains static 
from last week. By Tuesday, 4 new cases 
had been reported within the previous 
seven days.

The most recent case, reported June 
9, is classified as “local transmission, 
close contact, or unknown exposure.”

As things stand, Aurora has seen 
a total of  106 confirmed cases of  
COVID-19, 79 recoveries and 14 

deaths.
Chartwell Aurora (formerly 

Resthaven), which was Aurora’s 
sole institutional outbreak thus far, 
continues to grapple with 3 active cases 
as of  Tuesday, with 40 of  its 54 cases 
marked as resolved. 11 residents have 
succumbed to the virus.

The slowing rate of  new cases comes 
as the Province moves on to Stage 2 
of  its plan to get Ontario back up and 
running.

On Monday, Premier Doug Ford 
announced the easing of  restrictions 
in “communities where it is safe to 
do so, based on trends of  key public 
health indicators, such as lower rates 
of  transmission, increased capacity in 
hospitals and progress made in testing.”

While Aurora, as part of  the Golden 

Horseshoe, didn’t make the cut of  “safe 
to do so,” the community will benefit 
from other restrictions loosening.

Effective Friday, June 12, a 12.01 a.m. 
limits on social gatherings will be raised 
from 5 to 10 people across the Province. 
Additionally, all places of  worship 
Province-wide will be permitted to 
open with physical distancing in place 
and attendance at no more than 30 per 
cent building capacity. Day care centres 
are also able to open up with safety 
measures in place.

“We are able to make this 
announcement today because of  the 
extraordinary effort of  our frontline 
workers and every other person in the 
province who helped to stop the spread 
of  this deadly virus,” said Premier 
Ford in a statement. “Entering Stage 

2 means parts of  the province will see 
more people back on the job and an 
opportunity to get back together with 
friends and family. Although this is 
extremely encouraging, I urge everyone 
to exercise caution and continue to 
follow public health advice as we are 
not out of  the woods yet.”

These words were echoed by Dr. 
Karim Kurji, York Region’s Chief  
Medical Officer of  Health, in his semi-
weekly briefing on Monday afternoon.

“As the Province opens up for business 
and York Region is aligned with the 
Provincial decision-making, the threat 
for COVID-19, though greatly reduced, 
is still there,” he said. “This threat will 
continue until the majority of  us have 
been immunized against COVID-19 
once a vaccine is available.”
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It is easy to become overwhelmed 
by what we see today.

Hardly a day goes by without 
turning on the computer, pulling out 
a phone, logging onto social media, or 
flipping on the TV and being exposed 
to something that can have a domino 
effect on your emotions.

If  continuing – albeit important 
– coverage of  the ongoing global 
pandemic doesn’t make you feel like 
you’ve reached your saturation point 
or the end of  your personal bandwidth, 
there’s something else just waiting to 
have a go at you.

In this job, the last few months have 
given me, possibly out of  pure necessity, 
something of  a suit of  armour when 
covering the pandemic. It was a rough 
go at first, but it has become easier to 
adapt and roll with this unfortunate 
reality with each passing week.

Seeing demonstrations in the 
United States at the start of  last week 
following the murder of  George Floyd, 
however, was altogether more difficult.

Having been glued to the coverage 
with mounting anger and frustration, I 
had reached my “personal bandwidth” 
by the time evening arrived on 
Tuesday and the time came where I 
had to firmly change the channel, 
pronouncing to anyone within earshot 
that I was taking a “24-hour break” 
from it.

But almost as soon as I flipped 
to something a bit more uplifting 
and tossed the remote aside with an 
excessively dramatic flourish, I was left 
with a different kind of  uneasy feeling 
and I couldn’t quite put my finger on 
it. The restless night that followed 
helped zero in on what the problem 
was: it was me.

Flipping that channel was easy. Too 
easy. Shutting out that reality, even for 
just 24 hours, is a luxury that sadly 
too few of  us have in our day-to-day 
lives. All too many live this reality each 
and every day and that metaphorical 
remote control is out of  reach. 

It was an embarrassing reality 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
CONTEST

In her novel Scarborough Catherine Hernandez  
offers a glimpse into a community that finds 
dignity in unexpected places. COVID-19 has 
madeus look at community in new ways. 

The Challenge: Submissions must respect  
the physical distancing we are currently  
practicing to keep our community safe. 

Send your entry to: brock@auroran.com   
Contest Deadline: Friday October 30, 2020 

RULES, TERMS & CONDITIONS: 
There are two categories:  

Yough (Agees 14-17) and Adult (Ages 18+)

Photographs can be raw or digitally  
enhanced, but must be high-res for print
Winning photographs will be published  

in The Auroran

Winners will be announced at OBOA  
grand finale on November 14, 2020 

APL Employees/Board members/Judges  
and their immediate families are ineligible to win

1st Place 
 in each category: $50 Gift Certificate 

2nd Place  
in each category: $25 Gift Certificate

AURORA
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

One
Book

One
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check, but it was a reality check all the 
same, and it certainly stuck with me 
throughout Sunday afternoon.

I am writing this on Sunday evening, 
just a couple of  hours after returning 
from Town Park from what was, in my 
opinion, a historic moment for our 
community.

Close to 1,000 people filled Aurora’s 
historic greenspace for a rally following 
a Solidarity Walk in the spirit of  Black 
Lives Matter. Organized by young 
Aurorans, the event brought hundreds 
from all demographics together to 
march down each side of  Yonge 
Street and drive home a very powerful 
message: enough is enough and it is 
time to step up and make a difference.

“I have some advice for White 
people,” said activist Heather Tillock, 
a Stouffville-based mom of  two 
teens, who spoke powerfully from the 
bandshell. “Number One: You have to 
educate yourself. You have got to show 
that you’re an ally. You cannot be on 
the fence. The fence – it’s done.”

“You have to understand that you 
have privilege,” she continued. “You 
have privilege and you have to be 
accountable to that privilege. You 
have to understand how that privilege 
contributes to a system of  inequality 
and just be honest about that. Talk 
to us about that. Be part of  the 
conversation. Until you recognize the 
privilege and the place that you hold, 
we won’t be able to move that needle. 
No more excuses, guys.

“The reality is George Floyd died 
because he’s a Black man. Were he not 
a Black man, he would still be alive. 
Were he not a Black man, we would 
not all be at this park today.

“This conversation is about race, 
so we have to acknowledge that race 
is at the heart of  what is happening 

here. There’s lots of  diversity and 
difference, we all have things that 
make us different from one another, 
but race is the thing that is dangerous 
and is killing society. You have to 
speak up when you see injustice. You 
have to ask questions when you’re not 
sure. Silence is not an option. You 
have to challenge the status quo. You 
have to question your parents, your 
coworkers, your family, and you have 
to be ready to have the uncomfortable 
conversations. Nobody is suggesting 
these conversations are easy to have, 
but we have to have them. Silence is 
not an option.”

These sentiments were echoed 
by Chloe Hull, co-organizer of  the 
Solidarity Walk.

“I want to challenge our allies today 
to take action,” she said. “First, do 
some self-reflection. Really examine 
your privilege, your unconscious 
biases, and acknowledge them. Work 
them out and work towards learning 
about and understanding Black people. 
Read a book, take a course, seek out 
resources to learn and participate in 
our communities. Talk to me, talk to 
my family, talk to my friends, your 
neighbours, your coworkers. Whatever 
it takes. Listen.”

I think a lot of  eyes and ears were 
opened Sunday afternoon.

I can only imagine that a lot of  
allies came out to Town Park to show 
that they stand shoulder to shoulder 
with their brothers and sisters in this 
fight, but I also think they probably 
came away with questions on just how 
they fit into the puzzle and what they 
can do to make a difference.

I know I did.
It is not enough to just show up. 

We do indeed have to ask those 
uncomfortable questions and listen 
to those answers that probably are 
equally uncomfortable to hear.

We have a lot of  time on our hands 
at the moment, so now is the perfect 
opportunity to challenge ourselves to 
do better.

An Open Letter to 
supporters and friends 
of  the Aurora Farmers 
Market

We would like to thank the Town of  
Aurora for supporting the Aurora Farmers 
Market (AFM) in its difficult and bumpy 
ride to get the Market open this year.

Our Mayor, Tom Mrakas, our Council 
liaison, Sandra Humfryes, and many of  
the Town employees have gone above and 
beyond to help us.

We would also like to thank our many 
volunteers without whom we couldn’t 
function.

Thank you to the people of  Aurora for 
coming out, supporting the Market, and 
being respectful of  the vendors and each 
other.

Finally, a great big thank you to York 
Region Public Health for their guidance 
and assistance and to the Market Board for 
their hard work and helpful suggestions.

We live in the best Town.
Everyone’s combined dedication and 

willingness to adapt has resulted in a step 
toward the normalcy we have all been 
missing. 

We continue to work toward getting 
the rest of  our vendors back with us as 
the restrictions are loosened. Our artisan 
vendors are missed and we hope to have 
them back with us soon. Thank you all for 
your continued efforts!

Cathy Williams
AFM Chair

Accidents can happen in a split second. 
I was two-years-old when I ran into the 
path of  a riding lawn mower and lost my 
right leg below the knee.

I grew up in The War Amps Child 
Amputee (CHAMP) Program and I help 
pass on the Association’s PLAYSAFE 
message. With lawn cutting season here, I 
want everyone to know that kids should not 
ride, operate or play near lawn mowers.

I accept who I am today, but I wouldn’t 
want anyone else to go through what 
I did. I hope that by sharing my story, it 
will prevent even just one child from being 
injured. Lawn mowers are tools, not toys.

The War Amps video, Lawn Mowers 
Are Mean Machines, focuses on the 
dangers of  lawn mowers and is a valuable 
resource for families and educators. 
Please take some time to watch the video 
at waramps.ca/playsafe.

Adam Kingsmill
Smithers, BC

Accidents can happen 
during lawn-cutting 
season: War Amps
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Some continued personal and local 
observations regarding the ongoing 
COVID-19 situation, picking up where 
I left off  last time.

 
May 10
A rare Mother’s Day away from 

family. Along with a couple of  birthdays 
that passed while in social isolation, we 
will add this to the list of  events to be 
celebrated in person when restrictions 
ease at a hopefully sooner than later 
date.

May 12
Shortly before the shutdown, I 

received a $25 card valid for in-store 
purchases at a certain chain. Of  
course, I haven’t been able to use it 
due to the pandemic, even for curbside 
pickup, and it expires shortly. A call to 
their Aurora store says they understand 
completely, and that their head office 
will provide an extension to the expiry 
date. A subsequent call to the head 
office yields a response that boils down 
to, even though their stores are closed, 
it’s not their fault I haven’t been into 
one of  them to redeem it.  

May 14
Now that I’m wearing a mask in 

public, I realize how impersonal it is. 
Kind of  ruins the spontaneity of  the 
moment when you have to tell someone 
you’re smiling at them.

May 15
The Canadian and American 

cartoonists’ convention was supposed 

to be held in Ottawa this week-end. 
Since we can’t meet face-to-face, a 
Zoom conference was held, attended by 
about 50 people. Good to see everyone 
again, no matter how distant they may 
be. A sign of  the times; there were a lot 
more beards amongst the men than I 
remember.

May 16
Hardware stores are open!  
After checking with one and 

confirming their quietest time to avoid 
lineups is around dinnertime, I went 
then to find 40 people waiting outside. 
After 10 minutes in line during which 
no one was allowed in, I gave up and 
went home. It was still very busy the 
next morning, but I was successful just 
walking right in…at 6:15 am.

May 20
Most stores were allowed to open 

yesterday for the first time in months. 
Despite that, curbside pickup still seems 
to be the norm.

May 25
Since you can’t get them through an 

ATM, I had to go into a bank branch 
to get some five and ten dollar bills. 
Normally, I could get that change 
in any store with a purchase, but no 
retailers seem to want to accept cash 

anymore.
Never thought I’d ever have to wear 

a mask to obtain money from a bank – 
felt like I was in an old heist movie.

May 28
The “where can I find” pleas on 

social media suggesting a lack of  
specific garden plants this year prove 
accurate as based on our visit to a 
couple of  large garden centres – there’s 
much less variety available.

May 29
Amongst juggling school, work, and 

who knows what other commitments, 
one of  the university students on our 
street, like many selfless folks in our 
community, has been making and 
donating masks to local groups and 
facilities that need them. She made a 
few for us, so we’re now free from using 
the disposable ones when going out.

June 3
With many grocery stores no longer 

allowing customers to bring in their own 
reusable cloth bags, our house is now 
overflowing with plastic bags we can’t 
find uses for. I worry the environment 
is filling up with them, as well.

On the plus side for the environment, 
less driving and industry mean fewer 
carbon emissions, and better air quality.  

Overall, it’s a small plus amongst 
many COVID-19-related negatives, 
but we’ll take it.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

COVID Chronicle – Part 4

Unprecedented Fight Continues

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Welcome to 
Library Land

By Reccia Mandelcorn

Parsa’s 
Perspective

Michael Parsa, MPP 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is 
celebrating…

Sewing Machine Day!
(June 13)

This children’s sewing machine was 
manufactured by Singer and is made out 
of cast iron, which makes it very heavy. The 
company first launched their line of children’s 
sewing machines in 1910 and they were 
wildly popular. The machine was manual and 
young sewers would operate it by turning 
the hand crank wheel at the back.

On a weekly six-foot social distance walk 
I enjoy with my daughter, a question we 
ask that tells us what’s occupying our time 
and headspace is what we are reading. I 
live amongst books; I raised a reader and 
we both write. So, the question comes as 
no surprise. But this time, in the midst of  
pandemic reading lists, I considered my 
response in more depth.

My preference for reading format has 
definitely been co-opted by the virus. No 
longer able to select print for in-bed reading 
and ebooks for travel and mealtimes, 
I have moved exclusively to the digital 
format after devouring the remaining 
unread print books on my shelves. Perhaps 
this is a temporary shift due to access, or 
alternatively, a canary in the mines for 
future collection development.

The cost to libraries for ebooks has been 
a subject of  great contention. Libraries 
have been advocating for more reasonable 
prices and terms from multinational 
publishers, who charge us as much as three 
to five times more for ebooks than the 
consumer price, while caps and time limits 
on use cause havoc for librarians managing 
collections.

During the pandemic, several publishers 
have lifted their embargo on the number of  
copies of  new titles libraries can purchase 
as well as lowering costs.  Living in Library 
Land, I wonder what will emerge when we 
enter a new normal and entertain different 
purchasing models with the publishing 
industry and changing preferences by 
consumers.

As an avid reader, ebooks have been 
my salvation during this pandemic. But 
when we are back to a new normal, what 
will this mean for my reading habits? Will 
the shift be to a preference for digital? And 
as studies consistently show that reading 
on screen differs from reading on paper, 
I wonder about the changes in how our 
brains will interpret and process narrative 
and poetry.

When sheltering at home, I had great 
expectations for my pandemic reading list. 
I knew that at this stage of  my life, I would 
not be conquering James Joyce’s Ulysses, 
but I had hoped to immerse myself  in 
complex literary works and political 
treatises that I always said I would read “if  
only I had the time.”

I have learned that working from 
home doesn’t mean more time; it means 
different time. So days and hours blend, 
and I find myself  unable to concentrate 
on heavy reading. In fact, reading for me 
has become a welcome escape from the 
daily headlines. I have made room on 
my digital shelves for mysteries, memoirs 
and historical fiction. I have rediscovered 
favourite Canadian authors like Mordecai 
Richler and enjoyed new finds like Cherie 
Demiline and Laisha Rosnau. 

I know when I am back at work, I will 
be asked what I was reading during the 
great pandemic. I will say that my reading 
taste has been surprisingly eclectic. I 
found myself  exploring the perspectives 
of  disability activist, Amanda Leduc, and 
Indigenous author, Alicia Elliott. And I 
will also say how grateful I am for Louise 
Penny and Elizabeth Gilbert, whose fiction 
transported me to alternate landscapes that 
got me through this most challenging time. 

Reccia Mandelcorn is the Manager, Community 
Collaboration at Aurora Public Library. The 
opinions expressed in this column reflect her personal 
thoughts about the engagement of  community with 
their public library.

As you are reading this, we are 
approaching the third month of our 
challenging and

unprecedented fight against 
COVID-19.

Like other countries and jurisdictions 
around the world, we have taken some 
strong measures, and made some 
painstaking sacrifices, to combat this 
threat.

The choices we have made have 
not been easy, and have undoubtedly 
led to difficulties that have never 
been experienced before; however, 
it is precisely because of these tough 
decisions, and difficult measures, that 
we currently lay on the precipice of 
defeating the spread of this virus, and 
safeguarding the lives of thousands, if 
not millions.

Since I last wrote to you, we were in 
the midst of re-opening the province in 

a phased and gradual manner.
Well, I am happy to report that 

following our consultations with the 
Chief Medical Officer of Health and 
local health officials, the government 
is moving forward with a regional 
approach to Stage 2 of reopening the 
province.

A full list of the re-opening regions, 
businesses, and services can be found 
on the Ontario.ca website.

I should also note, as of this Friday, 
June 12, 2020 at 12:01 a.m., the 
province will increase the limit on social 
gatherings from 5 to 10 people across 
the province, regardless of whether a 
region has moved to Stage 2.

Additionally, all places of worship 
in Ontario will also be permitted to 
open with physical distancing in place 
and attendance limited to no more than 
30 per cent of the building capacity to 

ensure the safety of worshippers.
I know that the last several months 

have been profoundly difficult for all 
Ontarians, and words cannot begin to 
describe the challenges that so many 
have had to endure.

There have been no easy choices, but 
we are beginning to see the light at the 
end of the tunnel, both in Ontario, and 
around the world.

As we continue to gradually progress 
towards a state of normality, please 
continue to follow the public health 
guidelines, and continue to practice 
physical distancing.

As always, my staff and I are here to 
serve you.

Please do not hesitate to contact my 
office with any inquiries you may have; 
we are working hard to answer your 
questions as they come in, and address 
any concerns you may have.

THIS WEEK’S NEW POLL
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Previous poll results
Do you agree with the Province's decision to keep schools  

closed through the end of June?

Is now the time for Ontario to move forward  
with the second stage of re-opening in this area?
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Thank you to all of the essential workers in Newmarket-Aurora  
for working tirelessly to keep our community safe and healthy. 

Christine Elliott 
MPP - Newmarket-Aurora

 905-853-9889    1-800-211-1881   

 Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org

 www.christineelliottmpp.ca
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FREE!

Digital Pride Festival launches Friday with A Night 
of Love and Kindness

By Brock Weir

A global pandemic isn’t going 
to stop organizers beyond the York 
Pride Festival from spreading love and 
acceptance.

The local organization, which 
has spearheaded a growing roster of  
family-friendly Pride activities for 
the past 20 years, was set for a big 
celebration this year to mark their 
milestone. Due to present restrictions 
surrounding COVID-19, however, 
those celebrations will be back and 
bigger than ever for 2021, but the 
countdown to next year’s party will 
kick off  this week.

“We decided we would postpone our 
20-year celebration to next year due 
to physical distancing components, 
and that includes the Pride Parade, 
the concert, community fair, art 
exhibitions and the list goes on,” says 
York Pride’s Jacob Gal.

This year, York Pride planned on 
spearheading more than 20 events, most 
of  which were partnered or affiliated 
events, with four key signature events, 
including the previously planned parties 
at Riverwalk Commons. While they 
were only able to pull off  one of  these 
signature events before the pandemic 
hit – Skate with Pride in Georgina on 
Family Day – they decided to plan the 
balance on a month-to-month basis 
for the remainder of  the year while 
uncertainty reigned.

“We were pretty much ready to not 
do anything and completely cancel 
everything until next year,” says 
Gal. “But we decided to do reduced 
programming and live streams every 
Wednesday and Friday from 7 – 8 
p.m. EST. In that programming, we 
wanted to include a launch party, a 
closing party, a Pride Day celebration 
on June 20 planned with Main Street 
(Newmarket) businesses, and then we 
would do a Netflix party, a Zumba 
interactive night, and a Kahoot trivia 
night to mark our 20 years.”

The Launch Party will take place 
this Friday, June 12, coinciding with A 
Night for Love and Kindness.

“In 2016, the Pulse Nightclub 
massacre happened in Orlando, FL 
and that year they started a United 
Orlando Day for Love and Kindness,” 
explains Gal. “What we wanted to do 
was focus on youth – young minds, 
young hearts – and we wanted to start 
building a platform for them to have 
an open stage and encourage them to 
claim and create spaces that allow them 
to be themselves and feel comfortable 
with their spaces, and use this as an 
opportunity to remind people about 
what happened in Orlando and how 
hate can be a really deadly thing in our 
community.

“In the end, when educating, when 
creating spaces and platforms for 
people, ultimately love, acceptance 
and understanding can surpass hate 
and help create a more stable society.”

Partnering with the City of  Orlando 
and the One Pulse Foundation, they 
are sharing a live-stream of  the latter’s 
broadcast while bringing in a local 
emcee to host for a full hour of  local 
and international content.

“One of  the things we wanted to 
keep in mind was a part of  being a 
growing organization, a small Pride 
that is trying to become bigger and 
more of  a household name in York 
Region, we have to be constantly 
pushing to be engaging and interact 
with our residents in York Region,” 
says Gal. “We live in a Region with 
1.2 million people and some very rural 
communities, so it can sometimes 
be extremely hard to reach people. 
Coming up with content and activities 
for people is important because the 
more we can continue to keep people 
engaged, the more connections we’ll 
be able to make in the long-run.

“At the end of  the day, it is the fact 
we are limited by our budget. We have 
some amazing partners like Mike’s 
Music Machine, which is going to be 
doing the live stream with us. They 
have done our lighting and sound 

every year at Pride since 2015. It is 
important we support our suppliers 
who are LGBT. Mike has been through 
quite a lot in their life and we love the 
fact we can support somebody in our 
own community while they support us 
back. This gave us an opportunity to 
not only pay their company to run the 
live stream, but also gives us the chance 
to engage more queer artists and put a 
spotlight on LGBT talent.”

Following the Launch Party and A 
Night of  Love & Kindness on June 
12, additional events include Voguing 
for Vitality with an interactive Zumba 
experience hosted by Robert Halley, 
the Kahoot trivia contest on June 19, 
where three winners will receive prizes 
courtesy of  Skip the Dishes, a Netflix 
party where people can chat and have 
fun while watching a film related to the 
2SLGBTQ community, and a closing 
party on June 26, featuring live bands, 
drag queen performances, interactive 
hosts, and prizes courtesy of  Starbucks. 

For more, including a complete roster 
of  events and how you can interact, visit 
yorkpridefest.ca or follow them on Facebook. 

York Pride’s Jacob Gal and Brianne Evelyn are pictured with the York Regional Police at a Val-
entine’s Day event this past February. Due to COVID-19, local celebrations, which kick off this 
Friday, are going virtual. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 11, 2020THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 11 , 2020Page  6             Page 7

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

*See Dealer for details. Finance and lease rates offers through Toyota fi nancial services OAC. Lease based on 16,000KM a year.

2020  TOYOTA 
                CAMRY SE
SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER
SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER

REAR SPOILER

DUAL EXHAUST

SIDE SKIRTS

SPORTS SUSPENSION

PADDLE SHIFTERS

APPLE CARPLAY / ANDROID

 HEATED SEATS

DYNAMIC RADAR CRUISE CONTROL

PRE-COLLISION SYSTEM

FOR 39 MONTHS

LEASE
@0%*

INCLUDING A 
39 MONTH 
PLATINUM TOYOTA 
SERVICE PLAN!

BRAND NEW!

FOR 
ONLY$379+HST

/MONTHLY

ONLY 
14 UNITS 

AVAILABLE!



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 11, 2020THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 11 , 2020Page  8             Page 9



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 11, 2020THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 11 , 2020Page  8             Page 9



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 11, 2020THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 11 , 2020Page  10             Page 11

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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Aurora Cares secures $100,000 in donations, Premier 
joins Business Continuity Task Force meeting

Ford joins business 
leaders with 

encouraging words
By Brock Weir

The Aurora Cares Community 
Action Team, a task force established 
by the Town of  Aurora in the wake 
of  the COVID-19 pandemic, has 
secured more than $100,000-worth 
of  donations for Aurora’s most 
vulnerable, according to Mayor Tom 
Mrakas.

Mayor Mrakas provided Council 
with an update on the work of  Aurora 
Cares, as well as the Aurora Business 
Continuity (ABC) Task Force, at last 
week’s General Committee meeting.

Among the initiatives being taken 
on by Aurora Cares is securing the 
donations of  two thermometers 
to Chartwell Aurora (formerly 
Resthaven), which recently came out 
of  a two-month institutional outbreak 
of  the virus which claimed the lives 
of  11 residents. The committee has 
also secured and purchased iPads 
for vulnerable citizens – and the 
organizations that lend them a hand 
– through working with Apple and 
Rogers.

“The thought was we can provide 
this technology to one of  our residents 
as well as our senior population who 
might not have access so they can 
keep in touch with their families in 
these difficult times,” said Mayor 
Mrakas.

The Mayor also highlighted work 
carried out by the group and, in 
particular, committee member Erin 
Cerenzia, Manager of  Magna’s 
Neighbourhood Network, in 
compiling a comprehensive and easy-
to-read list of  important resources 
throughout the community. 

“This document is going to live 
on past [the pandemic],” said Mayor 
Mrakas. “Anything that anyone can 
think of, any type of  service that 
anyone could need is listed – from 
food, to mental health, to facilities 
that people might need to visit. It 
is going to grow and become even 
bigger. 

“Four applications have already 
come in [to the Committee] and 
have been approved to help residents 
in our community who have fallen 
into financial hardship. The Task 
Force will continue that. Through 
these task forces, we’ve utilized over 
$100,000 in funds and I would just 
like to point out that not one penny 
is tax dollars. That’s how generous 
our community, our corporations, 
our businesses in the Town of  
Aurora are. They have stepped up to 
the plate and have donated close to 
$100,000 for us to utilize to help our 
vulnerable residents. Kudos to all of  
them for stepping up.”

Council members added onto this 
kudos. 

“COVID-19 has been a terrible 
situation and caused so much 
hardship in so many ways, but it is 
wonderful to hear these very positive 
initiatives that have come out of  that 
for our community and hopefully 
a lot of  other communities,” said 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner. 

Added Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes, “Aurora Cares has been 
almost overwhelming in terms of  
some of  the things they have done. 
I am finding a lot of  similarities 
[between the two task forces] and it is 
all sort of  intertwined that all of  these 
areas need the same type of  support 
and the same type of  guidance and 
resources.”

On the business front, the ABC 
Task Force has been working with 
the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce 
on a Shop Local campaign to support 
local businesses as they recover from 
the economic downturn and get back 
up to speed.

“The [ABC] was also developed as 

a check list for all of  the businesses 
in our Town on how they can better 
prepare as they start to re-open and 
as that re-opening phase comes to 
fruition,” said the Mayor. “We want 
to make sure they are fully prepared, 
so [a] checklist is going out, as well 
as a poster that they can put in 
the front of  their store saying that 
they’re following certain guidelines 
and suggestions from the Province 
and the Town of  Aurora to make 
sure that not only their workplace is 
safe for their employees, but also that 
it is safe for the residents to come, 
visit and shop, and continue to shop 
local.”

The work of  the ABC Task Force 
received a vote of  confidence from 
Premier Doug Ford, who joined the 
weekly conference call on Friday 
morning. 

Following the meeting, Premier 
Ford provided The Auroran with the 
message he delivered to local business 
leaders.

“Our government has been laser-
focused on doing all we can to support 
people and businesses that have been 
hard hit by the health and economic 
impacts of  COVID-19,” he said. 
“I know many small businesses are 
struggling. They are the backbone 
of  our communities and the core of  
our economy – so we have to support 
them through this.

“That’s why we provided $10 
billion in tax deferrals, WSIB 
premium relief, and other business 
supports. It’s why we’ve been working 
with the Federal government to 
deliver commercial rent relief  for 
small businesses. We launched the 
first stage of  our reopening to allow 
seasonal and recreational businesses 
to open, as well as certain retail stores 
to open with restrictions. And, early 
next week, we’ll be sharing more 
details about Stage 2 so businesses 
can start preparing.

“We have also been working day 
and night to make sure employers and 
employees can have the confidence 
to return to work. I want to thank all 
of  the businesses who have stepped 
up by retooling to make PPE or help 
those in need. I really appreciate that 
Ontario spirit and we’ve got your 
backs. We’re 100% committed to 
supporting Ontario business owners, 
so you can get back on your feet 
quickly.”

Premier Doug Ford is pictured checking into the Aurora Business Continuity Task Force meet-
ing on Friday morning.

 Photo courtesy of the Premier’s Office
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Local parents share their children’s lives without sport
By Robert Belardi 

It’s the routine. It’s the social aspect. 
It’s the drive to reach new heights playing 
something they love. 

When a child enters sport, these are only 
a few of  the elements within its package. 
Now, children are bereft of  the very 
environment that motivates them day in 
and day out. 

Recently, as part of  Sport Aurora’s 
Return to Play online engagement series, 
Sport Aurora President Ron Weese hosted 
four parents in front of  its largest audience 
yet. 

With 37 people in attendance, these 
parents from local areas expressed their 
opinions on how COVID-19 has affected 
their children in sport and what the 
foreseeable future may entail. 

Laura Lueloff  has volunteered with 
Weese in the past and has represented 
multiple sport organizations in Aurora. Her 
12-year-old daughter is with Aurora Soccer 
Club. 

James Thornley, a head coach, has two 
daughters involved in Redbirds lacrosse 
and hockey with the Central York Panthers. 
This summer was the first rep opportunity 
for his eldest daughter in lacrosse and he is 
still waiting for a start time. 

Barrie resident Aaron Lutes’ 17-year-
old daughter plays volleyball for the 
Aurora Storm and has been playing at the 
provincial level for the past five years. 

Aurora resident Chris Purcell has been 
volunteering in sport with the Redbirds 
and the Central York Panthers for 15 years. 

His eldest daughter, a graduate of  both 
organizations, has returned to coach house 
league lacrosse while his youngest daughter, 
he says, is disappointed with the lack of  
sport. 

On behalf  of  their children, all parents 
were asked a series of  questions by Weese. 
It was clear all parents were on a similar 
wavelength. Everyone wants to get back 
out there and play. But the question is 
how and when will it happen? 

In the session’s first question, Weese 
asked how important it was to be back out 
on the field. 

Luleloff  paved the way for this answer 
first, mentioning the social aspect of  the 
game is what her daughter is missing the 
most. 

“For her, a big miss has been the social 
and they’re all scattered throughout 
Aurora, so we’ve been doing Zoom calls 
to keep them connected,” Lueloff  said. 

Lueloff  also touched on athletes 
playing at a high level, and with the 
season coming to a halt, what that would 
mean for these players.

The other three parents expounded 
on their children’s social frustrations, 
disruption to their routines and the 
development of  their children’s talents. 

With Ontario currently in Phase One 
of  reopening businesses, there is no telling 
when there will be a return, but there are 
barriers that will keep sport in limbo. 
Whether it be internal or external, it is 
a prominent issue to analyze and each 
parent went in depth with their opinions. 

“I think, moving forward [with] a plan 
with Plan A, B, C, even if  any of  those 

plans go through, I think communication 
is big for us,” Thornley expressed. 

It seems logical. Lutes is concerned for 
his daughter being indoors and playing 
volleyball, while Purcell is concerned 
with time management implications to 
complete the season. Lueloff  brought 
forth safety concerns in comparison to 
Thornley and Lutes. 

So, what are the next steps? What can 
sports organizations do to prepare? 

“When it comes to problem solving, 
how to be able to get kids engaged again 
is to understand that there’s things that we 
can learn from other organizations to be 
able to get things going,” Lutes explained. 

With professional entities such 
as the NHL, NBA and the English 
Premier League announcing their 
plans, organizations can figure out the 
groundwork. Purcell and Thornley 
expressed that communication is of  the 
utmost concern while Lueloff  suggested a 
survey be sent out to all parents. 

“My message back to the respective 
organizations I have certainly worked with 
is even if  you don’t have a guideline issued 
yet, an organization still should come up 
with a game plan,” Purcell added. 

Via email or text there are plenty of  
channels to filter messages through to the 
parents. 

While the parents keep their 
conversations open in their households 
regarding COVID-19, every child is 
aware of  the ramifications of  this virus 
and the potential of  their year in sport 
being reduced.

All parents have been active with their 
children through online schooling and 
have counselled them through the agony 
and disappointment. 

As the recreational sports organizations 
continue to wait for the green light, it is 
apparent these parents have set the tone 
for other parents with the same concerns 
at home. Everyone wants to play, but for 
now, we all must wait. 

By Robert Belardi 

Aurora resident and founder of  
Imagine Ride Meghan Seybold has 
recorded 600 kilometres in distance. 

She is currently riding in partnership 
to raise money for Jack.org to support 
youth and mental health awareness. 

After one week, she is already over a 
quarter of  the way to accomplishing her 
goal of  riding 2,200 kilometres; a feat 
she says, she will have accomplished by 
the week of  June 28. 

She virtually rides on Facebook Live 
and Zwift on Mondays and Wednesdays 
and on the weekends, she will be outside 
riding on a path. 

When asked how the first week felt, 
Seybold told The Auroran everything 
felt so great. 

“I feel really good about the distance 
that was covered,” she said. “You 
know it’s one thing to train indoors on 
a trainer and it’s really different to be 
out on the road. You’re not prepared 
for things like the wind and the heat. 
Saturday was a really windy ride.”

She felt tired and sore come Tuesday.
On Sunday while out on the road, 

Seybold turned a corner on a path she 

was winding down and encountered 
another group of  cyclists. She didn’t 
have enough time to pull her foot out 
of  the clip and she crashed down hard 
on her knee and her hip. 

She says she is continuously aware 
of  her surroundings and this unlikely 
incident left a “goose egg” on her knee. 
She chuckled describing the incident. 

Imagine Ride raised $25,000 prior 
to the first week and since then, has 
amped up the grand total to $28,685. 

“I think what amazes me is the 
support from the people I don’t know. 
Donations, coming in from across the 
province. Eastern Ontario and western 
and a mix of  local, such as friends 
and some large contributions from my 
neighbourhood and I am so grateful for 
that.” 

What also amazed Seybold is how 
her neighbours and childhood friends 
stepped up. Some friends participated 
in the virtual ride this week, stepping on 
to an extra bicycle to ride with Seybold. 
A childhood friend, her husband’s 
friend and her husband, came out on 
Sunday with her outdoors. 

“You underestimate the value and 
how much support means. They’ve 
been out every night [riding] with 
me on Mondays and Wednesdays,” 

Seybold said with gratitude. 
Off  the bike, Seybold is well prepared. 
“I drink a case of  beer a day,” she 

joked when asked how she prepares 
ahead of  riding. 

She ensures she gets adequate sleep, 
loads of  water and stretches daily; all 
pertinent to riding for hours. 

She has also made a connection with 
the owner of  Athletify in Aurora.

Scott Dunne heard what Seybold 
was trying to accomplish and offered 

her a NormaTec product, designed to 
be a muscle relaxer for your legs.

Seybold uses this product pre and 
post ride. This recovery mechanism 
pressures the leg and releases fluids 
within creating more blood flow around 
the muscles it is soothing. 

She calls them spaceman legs. 
Seybold is excited to see how the 

next month will unfold and is extremely 
appreciative of  everyone around her 
showing their love and support.

Imagine Ride posts successful first week on vitrual road



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 11, 2020THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 11 , 2020Page  12             Page 13

More kilometres.  
With the safety  
you expect.
THE NEW MICHELIN® DEFENDERTM TIRE.

STOP IN TODAY!

Life never stops moving. So take on every kilometre – and be 
there for every moment – with MICHELIN’s longest-lasting tire.*

* Based on commissioned third-party wear test results in tire size 225/55R17 97H vs. Goodyear® Assurance® TripleTred™ All-Season and  
Continental® TrueContact™ tires in size 225/55R17 97H, and Pirelli® P4™ Four Seasons+ tire in size 225/55R17 97T on a 2016 Chevrolet Malibu; 
and in tire size 205/55R16 91H vs. Bridgestone® Turanza™ Serenity Plus tire in size 205/55R16 91H on a 2015 Honda Civic. Actual on-road results 
may vary.  © 2017 MNA(C)I. All rights reserved. The Michelin Man is a registered trademark licensed by Michelin North America, Inc. (C14952)

Count on us to keep you on 
the go with our expert service 
and the long-lasting value of 
MICHELIN® tires.

Dealer Name
000-000-0000
123 Address Line 1
City,  State ZIP Code
www.website.com

Promotional Copy
 Aurora Tire is here for you during times of Crisis to keep you safe on the road.

905-727-8473  
180 Wellington St., East

AURORATIRE.CA  

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY

Owners Thai Pham and Bianca Martins welcomed Mayor Tom Mrakas to the physical-
ly-distant grand opening of their new store Replenish General Store at 15231 Yonge 
Street. “The purpose of the store is to reduce the single-use plastic problem,” say 
owners. “Our wide range of carefully-selected as-local-as-possible sustainably sourced 
products make eco-friendly living easy and convenient.” For more information, visit 
ReplenishGeneralStore.com.
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Stouffville contracting company raises $10,000  
for Welcoming Arms

By Brock Weir

The team at Powell Contracting is a 
competitive one. They like to challenge 
each other and spur each other on – and 
this competitive streak has paid dividends 
for Aurora’s Welcoming Arms.

Last week, the Whitchurch-Stouffville-
based business presented Welcoming Arms 
volunteers with a cheque for $10,000.

The money will be used by the 
ecumenical organization to support their 
weekly meal programs – Welcome Table 
and Martha’s Table – as well as their 
Bridging the Gap program, which provides 
assistance to Aurora’s most vulnerable 
residents.

“We had the resources and energy to 
do something internally here at Powell 
Contracting, but we didn’t know where 
to focus our energy,” says Phil Breault, 
Sustainability Manager at Powell. “We 
reached out to Mayor Tom Mrakas and, 
through some guidance, he pointed us in 
a couple of  directions. After doing some 
research, we fell onto Welcoming Arms as 
the charity we wanted to help.

“We have a fairly large office with a 

lot of  employees and some of  them are 
actually fairly familiar with the program, 
and it has either helped them through 
somebody they knew or somebody closer. 
Just the fact it was a very rooted program 
that has been helping people in need for a 
while now really resonated with us and that 
is why we chose them.”

The team set out on a four-week 
fundraiser. Through games, activities and 
challenging each other, they were able 
to raise $5,000, with a further matching 
donation from Powell itself.

“We have a pretty competitive nature 
just in the staff  that we have,” explains 
Breault. “We ran tallies week over week 
and kind of  had a game to see who was 
in the lead, then we challenged each 
division to try to beat one another. It was 
a friendly competition that played to our 
competitive sides.”

This commitment only intensified 
as they learned more about the work 
Welcoming Arms does.

At the outset, Breault says they were 
focused on helping get at least one of  
their three core programs back up and 
running. As a result of  COVID-19, they 
had to scale back their operations and 
the Powell team wanted to help them get 
back up to speed.

“Our objective was to bring at least 
one back, but in an ideal world all of  
those programs would be back online,” 
he says. “Speaking for myself, I was 
very excited and motivated to generate 
as much as possible. As the numbers 
came in, we were extremely excited. We 
shared updates in our weekly newsletter 
to staff, kept them engaged and focused, 

building on that sense of  competition – 
but also the sense of  pride by helping 
such a strong community program. It 
was awesome to see week over week the 
numbers keep going up and the entire 
staff  is very proud.”

And they were very proud to welcome 
the Welcoming Arms team to their 
business last Monday to hand over the 
funds. 

“I want to thank all of  the staff  who 
participated – we took this to heart,” says 
Breault. “We’re very proud of  everything 
that we have done and being able to 
help out Welcoming Arms. We would 
like to thank them because they have 
been great to work with and we’d also 
like to thank the Mayor and Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes who joined us and is a 
proponent of  Welcoming Arms.

“Everybody is sitting back a little bit 
in these pretty uncertain times, but if  
I had anything to suggest [for other 
companies to challenge their employees 
in supporting a community group at this 
time], it would be: just try it. I think a 
huge hurdle is actually taking the first 
step in doing something.

“We have similar challenges in our 
organization, a lot of  people have 
opinions, but there is a difference 
between an opinion and an idea. Craft 
an idea. Most of  the ideas we’re working 
from are employee-led or suggested, so 
we have a very easy one-page template 
to get an idea going, then we vet that 
through our committee of  about four 
individuals. My suggestion is simply to 
just do it, try it; stop talking about it and 
actually put some pen to paper.”

Welcoming Arms volunteers, Mayor Tom Mrakas and Councillor Sandra Humfryes, joined staff at Powell Contracting to receive a $10,000 do-
nation to the local charity, funds raised by staff and matched by the company. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Getting  
Things Done

This past weekend, we saw 
Aurorans stand together…
apart ...in support of  a global 
movement for positive change.

We listened to the voices of  
people with lived experiences 
and left knowing that more 
work is needed to end systemic 
anti-black racism here in 
Canada.

But we took a powerful, 
positive step. 

I want to thank everyone 
for peacefully and respectfully 
exercising their right to 
protest -- while wearing a 
mask and making every effort 
to respect physical distancing. 
This speaks volumes about the 
type of  community we are.

I also want to thank the 
organizers for a well run and 
well thought out plan that 
allowed for our Town to have 
their voices heard and stand 
in solidarity.

In the spirit of  respecting 

our shared responsibility for 
the safety of  our community, 
I would ask that everyone who 
participated in the weekend’s 
event to be especially alert for 
any symptoms of  COVID-19 
and please be particularly 
mindful of  interacting with 
anyone who is elderly or has 
underlying medical issues.

Consider self-isolating for 
14 days or go get yourself  
tested.

Please stay safe and look 
after each other. And, as 
always, if  you would like 
to get into contact with 
me, please feel free to do 
so anytime by phone 905-
727-3123 ext. 4746 or by 
email tmrakas@aurora.ca, 
and if  you would like to sign 
up for more newsletters and 
Council updates, please let 
me know and I will add you to 
the growing list of  Aurorans 
that are staying informed.

#blacklivesmatter

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Aurora Museum & Archives packs up for a big move

The Aurora Museum & Archives has been busy preparing the artifact and archival collection for off-site storage while the development of Library Square is 
underway. Artifacts are secured in custom archival trays that will also be used to optimize space when they are unpacked a couple of years from now. (Top 
Left) Boards are prepared to provide a cushion inside of the crates; (Top Right) hand planes and blades are secured in custom archival trays; (Second Row, 
Left) ice skates of various designs resting on an archival tray before being secured; (Second Row, Right) crates are filled with boxes of itemized archival ma-
terial; (Third Row, Left) very fragile ceramics carefully placed in a box; (Third Row, Right) trays of agricultural and woodworking artifacts ready to be boxed 
up; (Bottom Row, Left) a very fragile mirror is secured before being packed; (Bottom Row, Right) boxes have multiple custom trays that are arranged to 
ensure artifacts are stable and safe. 

Photos courtesy of the Aurora Museum & Archives
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TMS Class of 2020
Meet just a few of our incredible 

Grade 12 Graduates.

Gauthaman Ramesh 
Athletics Chair

Alisa Faingersh
Head of Houses & Valedictorian
• Attending McMaster University, 
   Arts and Science, Fall 2020
• Career Aspirations: Art 
   Conservation and Preservation
• Joined TMS in Grade 8
• TMS highlights: TMS band 
   and house council

• Attending Rochester Institute of 
   Technology (RIT), Finance and 
   Varsity Baseball, Fall 2020
• Career Aspirations: Investment 
   Banking
• Joined TMS in Grade 4
• TMS highlights: house captain and 
   athletics chair

“TMS has taught me to seek opportunity.  I plan to approach university 
 and life with this attitude that TMS nurtured within me.”

Abby Marks
Head Girl
• Attending Queen’s University, 
   Health Sciences, Fall 2020
• Career Aspirations: Medicine
• Joined TMS at 18 months
• TMS highlights: drama, field 
   hockey, and  student council. 

“TMS has allowed me to embrace my inner leader.  I am so grateful 
  for the opportunities given to me and the leadership skills that I will 
  use throughout the rest of my life.”

“During my time at TMS, I've learned how to be a better leader 
  through my roles on student council as well as in Athletics.”

Providing Families with Peace of Mind
By providing quality, personalized private care our trained staff will ensure a level of professionalism that allows for 
healthy, safe and positive interactions. We provide a variety of services to suit the needs of you and your loved ones.

We specialize in, but are not limited to, providing live-out 
support including short-term postoperative care. We also 
organize and assist clients with daily activities to help 
stimulate their mind and enrich their interests. We are 
fl exible in building a care plan that is best suited for our 
clients.

Caring for loved ones can be a full-time job – we recognize it 
can be exhausting at times. When you need a rest, our team 
is here to relieve you. Our staff is able to provide 24-hour care 
in the comfort of our client’s own home.

Our team of skilled professionals provides both medical and 
personal home care services. In addition to helping maintain 
personal hygiene, we also regulate and provide medical 
services such as bloodwork, medication administration, and 
accompanying clients to appointments.

Private Homecare

Respite Care

Home Medical Services

Private Homecare

Canada’s Birthday Town goes virtual for  
red-and-white celebration

By Brock Weir

Aurora is not letting restrictions 
surrounding COVID-19 tarnish its 
reputation as Canada’s Birthday Town. 
Instead, Aurora will be defending the 
crown in a virtual way this Canada Day.

While favourite Canada Day activities 
like the Yonge Street parade, day-long 
festivities and fireworks at Lambert Willson 
Park are now fully on ice until the summer 
of  2021, plans are shaping up for a week-
long virtual Canada Day celebration that 
looks back at our past, celebrates our 
present and looks forward to the future.

Canada Day Celebrations will kick 
off  later this month with the launch of  a 
Canada Pride window and front lawn 
decorating contest, encouraging people to 
go all out in red and white. 

“Through social media, we want to 
compile a ‘flipping parade’ where you can 
flip through these photos and see all these 
houses and decorated windows,” says 
Shelley Ware, Special Events Coordinator 
for the Town of  Aurora. “We want to have 
this parade experience ready by June 30 
so people can decorate their homes in the 
one-to-two weeks prior to that, building up 
the excitement leading to those activities.”

As organizers compile the “flipping 
parade”, curators and staff  at the Aurora 
Museum and Archives will also launch a 
video illustrating how Aurora earned the 
moniker of  “Canada’s Birthday Town” in 
the first place. 

“A lot of  people see the photos and logos, 
but they don’t know the nuts and bolts as to 
how it came to be,” says Ms. Ware. “We’re 
hoping for that to be a very entertaining 
piece. This year is also the 40th anniversary 

of  O Canada becoming our National 
Anthem so we want to have a little bit of  
fun with this by involving our members of  
Council and hopefully seeing what their 
musical talents might be.”

Traditionally, Canada Day festivities 
kick off  with Dance in the Park, a party 
organized by the Rotary Club of  Aurora at 
Town Park, on June 30. While the dance is 
not happening this year, the date will be the 
springboard to further online celebrations. 

“We are moving forward with a 
virtual fireworks experience as well as 
some programming such as fire juggling 
and an aerialist performance and other 
entertaining features,” says Ms. Ware. 
“We’re going to have a really strong online 
presence for interactive activities, which we 
hope will be very actively engaged by the 
community for the entire week of  Canada 
Day, not just on the one day.

“On Canada Day Morning, we will be 
starting with a greeting by the Mayor and 
that is when we will have the Museum’s 
video of  our history. We know that Ottawa 
is going to be doing a noontime broadcast 
between 12 and 1 p.m., so we will be staying 
quiet on our social media channels during 
that time and then in the afternoon we will 
be having a huge variety of  activities voted 
onto our website, which will be designed by 
Aurora as well as the Federal Government.

“Some of  these activities will be a DIY 
Learn How To Paint. For the foodies, 
there will be Canadian recipes they can try 
to work through. There will be activities 
based on the symbolism and history of  
Canada. Our team has come up with 13 
customized crossword puzzles, one for 
every single province and territory, which 
is quite educational. Not just your ordinary 
colouring sheets, but we’ve made one 

customed to each Province and Territory 
with their historical landmarks, facts and 
claims to fame. We have pulled together a 
montage of  experiences which come with 
a relaxed timeline that enables families to 
tune in when they choose to and also, when 
they’re not, there’s lots of  physical activity 
and wellness activities they can actually go 
out and be active with.”

These are unusual circumstances, to be 
sure, and the response from the Town in 
making sure the show does go on is unusual 
as well, but Ms. Ware says she and her team 
are enjoying rising to the challenge.

“There was a lot of  effort and passion 
in trying to put together not just online 
activities but meaningful online activities,” 
she says. “They know that families have 
had lots of  screen time recently, so we 

wanted to make sure that what we load up is 
meaningful, interesting and that everybody, 
regardless of  age, learns something about 
Canada, because it is our national holiday 
to celebrate, but it is also our holiday to be 
proud and learn about ourselves. 

“Hopefully through some of  these online 
experiences, people will learn, be engaged, 
and hopefully have fun with what we have 
planned.  Virtual experiences, obviously, 
are limited in what you can and cannot do 
and, of  course, everything has been quick 
timelines to be able to pull things together – 
but it is not just pulling things together; we 
want it to be meaningful, which has been 
the number one objective all along.”

For more on Aurora’s virtual Canada Day 
Celebrations, visit aurora.ca/canadaday.

Museum doc “Boldly” goes 
straight to awards podium

By Brock Weir

The Queen’s York Rangers have 
racked up many battle honours in their 
storied history that spans more than two 
centuries, but their heritage garnered a 
very different kind of  honour last week.

The Aurora Museum & Archives 
was named as one of  the winners in 
the 41st Annual Telly Awards for their 
documentary film “Swift & Bold: The 
Queen’s York Rangers.”

Produced by Mountain Goat Film 
Company, “Swift and Bold” – along with 
the associated physical exhibition of  the 
same name – charted the Regiment’s 
history in Canada and the World, but 
also its very intimate connections to 
Aurora, where the corps is based out of  
the Lieutenant-Governor John Graves 
Simcoe Armoury on Industrial Parkway 
South.

“The relationship between the 
Queen’s York Rangers and the Town 
of  Aurora is historic and enduring,” 
said Shawna White, Curator of  the 
Aurora Museum & Archives, following 
the win. “We are very fortunate that we 

were able to work with Mountain Goat 
Film Company to bring this story to life 
through the medium of  film.”

Mountain Goat Film Company 
said they too were “delighted” to be 
recognized for “Swift & Bold”.

“We would like to thank the Aurora 
Museum & Archives for choosing 
us to tell this story of  the Queen’s 
York Rangers through film and to all 
our interview subjects and military 
re-enactors for participating in this 
project,” said Tom and Tracy Stmad 
of  Mountain Goat in a statement. 
“We hope that this film will remain a 
testament to the bravery and dedication 
of  all the men and women who have 
ever served as a Queen’s York Ranger.”

Swift & Bold: The Queen’s York 
Rangers can be viewed online at 
auroramuseum.ca.

The Telly Awards honour video and 
television across all screens. Established 
in 1979, the awards body receives over 
12,000 entries from five continents. 
Entrants are judged by more than 200 
industry experts, including production 
companies, television networks, and 
advertising agencies.
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We’re Making 
a Di�erence 
to Keep Each 
Other Safe from 
COVID-19

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus

Wear a face covering 
when physical 
distancing is a 
challenge

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

Practice physical 
distancing.
Stay two metres 
away from others

2 m

Wash hands 
thoroughly 
and often

As businesses begin to reopen, we 
all need to continue our e�orts to 
protect each other.
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Sexual health and harm reduction in focus for Pride Month
By Brock Weir

Many things have been paused 
or stopped all together as a result of  
COVID-19, but sex isn’t one of  them, 
according to CAYR Community 
Connections, formerly the AIDS 
Committee of  York Region.

And this is an issue that will be 
tackled head-on by CAYR and the 
Aurora Public Library next week to 
mark Pride Month.

On Friday, June 19, the CAYR and 
the APL will host Q&Gay: A Pride-
inspired sexual health event on safe 
sex and harm reduction as it relates to 
communities in York Region.

Two sessions, one for youth between 
the ages of  12 and 16, and one for 
those 17 years-of-age or older, will 
offer each demographic the chance 
to ask questions in a safe virtual space 
moderated by CAYR.

“This is a safe space where folks 
will be able to celebrate who they are, 
ask questions about queer life, about 
sexual health, their physical health, 
and it will be an outlet to allow the 
community to come together again,” 
says CAYR’s Lorcan O’Donnell, who 
says it has been a challenge to find 
spaces online and otherwise that are 
affirming to York Region’s 2SLGBTQ 
community. “Pride is one of  those one 
weeks of  the year where folks get to 
really be themselves, be celebrated and 
recognized as the vibrant and beautiful 

community we are. We want to make 
sure there was still a space to celebrate 
that this year, even though it would not 
be happening in the traditional sense.”

The APL has long been such 
an affirming space, with events 
and initiatives for the 2SLGBTQ+ 
community a regular feature of  Pride 
month and all year round. Before the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit, the APL was 
set to host a record number of  events, 
but the ongoing health emergency 
forced a significant re-think.

“We had to think about how we 
could pivot some of  our programs for 
an online experience where everybody 
could both celebrate, learn and 
remember,” says Reccia Mandelcorn, 
Manager of  Community Collaboration 
for the APL. “Conversations went back 
and forth and, thanks to our partners 
who have the knowledge, they came up 
with this idea.

“We totally ran with it because we 
especially love that in involves two 
demographics because we know there 
are different questions they will have, 
different conversations. We did our 
part with posters and marketing, we 
talked about content, but we’re giving 
it over to the experts and we’re so 
delighted to be allowed to be part of  
this celebration with our partners.”

Promoting sexual health and harm 
reduction has been a key mandate of  
CAYR Community Connections since 
its inception for both men and women. 
It is a matter of  education, says Mr. 

O’Donnell, and addresses gaps in 
education that can be found elsewhere.

“When Queer folks in particular are 
growing up, they don’t get the same 
type of…safe sex education like a lot 
of  the general population,” he says. 
“A lot of  it is focused on men and 
women having sex and procreating 
to have a baby when there isn’t a lot 
of  time given over to the intricacies 
of  Queer sex and how Queer people 
are disproportionately represented 
in terms of  HIV rates and substance 
abuse. We’re trying to bridge the gap 
so they are informed about their sex life 
and able to make empowered decisions 
about the sex that they want.”

Since the June 19 event was 
announced last week, question from 
both age groups have been rolling in.

Safety is a key aspect, say organizers, 
as are questions about relationships 
and intimacy.

“Day in and day out, young 
people in particular are asking about 
consent, which is a big issue,” says 
Mr. O’Donnell. “People are asking 
about navigating online spaces and 
navigating hookup apps, navigating 
social media and just general safe sex 
questions about accessing things like 
PrEP for folks that are trying to avoid 
contracting HIV.”

Harm reduction is also a particular 
focus. Given the geographic and 
demographic diversity of  York Region, 
reaching out to the community as a 
whole in this regard hasn’t always been 
easy. Before the pandemic, people 
would come to the CAYR office for 
harm reduction supplies like condoms, 
needles and meth smoking kits. While 
these items, of  course, can’t be handed 
out in a virtual setting, the new format 
allows CAYR to reach wide groups 
and, given the fact one can turn off  
their camera before coming into the 
virtual session, create a safe and, if  
needed, anonymous space.

“After finishing these talks, there 
is a huge sense that the work we are 
doing is really important and the work 
that we’re doing isn’t being done by 
other organizations and we’re really 
filling a space here where young folks 
in particular are in need of  non-
judgemental spaces, non-judgemental 
and open conversations where they 
feel comfortable enough to maybe ask 
questions they haven’t been able to 

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

Quarter Valley Stables   
15134 Dufferin Street, 

 King City,  Ontario   
L7B 1K5

We are excited to accept new boarders and students at our newly upgraded facility.  
It boasts an 150 x 220 outdoor arena. And a 80 x 200 indoor arena with a large  

heated viewing room/ lounge to provide a comfortable area for parents and siblings  
to sit and watch lessons. We have trails and numerous paddocks for our horses  

to enjoy some grass and relax.

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Look for us on Facebook and  
Instagram

PLEASE DROP BY FOR A VISIT.

ask before. When you provide a space 
where people are feeling comfortable, 
you really do come away with a sense 
that the work is really worth doing.”

This is a sentiment to which Ms. 
Mandelcorn agrees.

“We went online because we didn’t 
have a choice because of  the current 
pandemic, but I think for some people 
this will actually be a good thing 
because you can be seen or not seen, 
you don’t have to come out, and you 
can ask in a non-judgemental space 
and get important answers,” she says. 
“In some ways, I would like to see even 
when we’re back in ‘real people time’ I 
would love to see some of  these things 
continue online because I think there 
are people who need this online in the 
safety of  their own homes as well.”

Q&Gay: A Pride-Inspired Sexual 
Health Event will take place Friday, June 
19. Session 1 for individuals 17-years-of-
age or older, will take place from 12 noon 
to 1.30 p.m. Register at bit.ly/2XnuqkG. 
Session 2, for individuals between the ages 
of  12 and 16, will take place from 4 – 
5.30 p.m. Register at bit.ly/2BUKD4. 
Questions can also be submitted 
anonymously at bit.ly/2XntKf8. 

Residents will be asked to 
weigh in on proposal
Crescent and Tecumseh because of  
the one-way traffic,” he told Council 
following a motion from Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner to proceed with the 
residents’ recommendations. “It results 
in an increase of  travel distance as well, 
particularly for emergency vehicles, and 
we’re also concerned about compliance 
and the presence of  York Regional Police 
in terms of  any enforcement. We’re not 
sure they will actually enforce the one-way 
signage because they have other issues to 
deal with. I think, at the end of  the day, 
we’re concerned about creating another 
Centre Street and that’s cars travelling the 
wrong way and residents upset about it 
and we’re back at the table with a solution 
to…something that could be avoided just 
by remaining a two-way street.”

Following Mr. Waters’ opinion, Council 
agreed that fine details needed to be 
hammered out, but it was still an idea worth 
exploring – and finding out if  neighbours 
agreed with the delegates in the first place.

“I am always concerned when we put 
forward traffic amendments or changes 
without getting staff  to weigh in and 
provide their professional opinion,” said 
Councillor Michael Thompson. “If  
Council [wanted] to consider the various 
options, then, at a minimum, it should be 
referred back to staff  so they can provide 
us with their input and their expertise.”

Councillor Harold Kim agreed, noting 
he was “appreciative” of  the residents’ 

suggestions.
“At the surface level, it may seem like it 

was wisely thought out, but I had the same 
internal discussions with staff  and what Mr. 
Waters has stated to me… I can’t support 
the one-way street. It is no different from 
residents saying ‘we should change the 
width of  a road from eight metres to six 
metres’ – those are things that we want the 
professionals and our staff  to weigh in and 
they have weighed in.”

But Councillor John Gallo said he was 
interested in getting a fulsome report.

“I don’t have an issue sending it back to 
staff  to review it and come back to us with 
a formal report and, perhaps, some sense 
of  if  the community wants this or not, or 
how effective it will be,” he said. 

Councillor Gaertner supported this, 
putting forward a motion that a one-way 
option be sent back to staff  for further 
consideration, along with a traffic study 
to determine whether such a pilot project 
should remain temporary or be made a 
long-term measure.

But, while the motion passed, some 
Councillors were unconvinced – including 
Councillors Kim and Rachel Gilliland.

“I feel like we’re swaying our attention 
in a whole other direction and opening up 
a different can of  worms that may require 
a different kind of  focus,” said Councillor 
Gilliland. “I really, truly believe we need 
to be using our resources on the layby and 
the sidewalk – what we were originally 
discussing here today.”
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CELEBRATING THE 
TMS CLASS OF 2020

RECEIVED OVER 170 OFFERS 
FROM COMPETITIVE PROGRAMS 
IN LEADING UNIVERSITIES 
AROUND THE WORLD.

TMS GRADUATES ARE CONTINUING THEIR 
JOURNEY TOWARDS SIGNIFICANCE. 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE TMS JOURNEY AT:

TMSSCHOOL.CA

RESILIENT • POSITIVE • ENTREPRENEURIAL THINKERS

33
GRADUATES

XTMS CLASS OF 2020

END TMS JOURNEY

START LIFETIME ADVENTURE
TMS GRADUATES

33

COMPLETED UNPRECEDENTED FINAL YEAR CONTINUING A JOURNEY OF SIGNIFICANCE

ALGOMA UNIVERSITY|BROCK UNIVERSITY|CARLETON UNIVERSITY|WILFRID LAURIER 
UNIVERSITY|MCGILL UNIVERSITY|MCMASTER UNIVERSITY|NIPPISSING UNIVERSITY|OCAD 

UNIVERSITY|QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY|RYERSON UNIVERSITY|TRENT UNIVERSITY|UNIVERSITY OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA|UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH |UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA|UNIVERSITY OF 
TORONTO|UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO|UOIT|WESTERN UNIVERSITY|YORK UNIVERSITY 
CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY|MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE|NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY

PURDUE UNIVERSITY|RIT|UC BERKELEY|UC DAVIS|UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA|UNIVERSITY 
OF ILLINOIS|UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST|UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME|KING’S COLLEGE LONDON|UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH
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The planning process is one 
of the most exciting parts of 
a home renovation project, 
and with social distancing 
keeping us indoors, now is the 
time to dream big and get ready. 
Whether it’s a basement makeover, a pool addition 
or even building a new house from scratch, here are 
some tips to get started:

1Factor in your lifestyle. Th ink about your pri-
orities and lifestyle – do you work from home 
without a proper home offi  ce? Do you enjoy 

cooking and entertaining? Is your backyard living 
up to its potential as an extension of your home? 
Asking these kinds of questions can help you deter-
mine the most benefi cial focus for your next project. 

2Educate yourself. Take advantage of this extra 
time you have to learn about materials, pro-
cesses and new innovations. You can make 

smarter purchasing decisions by fi nding out the 
answers to key questions, such as: Is this material 
mold-resistant? How long will it last? Is this a pass-
ing fad or will it stand the test of time?

3Consider sustainability. Products and mate-
rials that reduce your carbon footprint don’t 
just help the planet —they’re oft en better 

for your wallet, too. When doing your research, 
look for energy-effi  cient appliances, windows, walls 
and more to build a greener home that will last 
longer and save you money in the long run. 

4Disaster-proof your design. Th e pandemic 
has taught us that sometimes the worst can 
happen. From natural disasters to fi res and 

fl ooding, we need our homes to off er as much 
protection as possible. Whether you’re planning 
an extension to your home, pools and spas for 
your backyard or a custom-built home, insulated 
concrete forms from Nudura are a smart invest-

ment.An eco-friendly alternative to traditional 
materials like wood, ICFs are disaster resilient, de-
signed to withstand wind, fi re, tornados, and more. 

5Budget for smart splurges and savings. 
Budgeting is one of the most important parts 
of the planning process because you want 

to spend your hard-earned money wisely. You’ll 
want to splurge on items that will boost your 
property value, like energy-effi  cient features, creating 
more living space and a solid foundation. Upcycling 
and repurposing furniture, DIY-ing simpler 
projects like painting, and spending more on nicer 
hardware but less on cabinets are clever ways to save.

Find more information at nudura.com.

PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU NEED!! CALL TODAY!!239 Main St., Schomberg

H.R. HORIZON REALTY LTD.,
BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated

416-706-0419
HORIZONREALTY.CALtd., Brokerage

NOTTAWASAGA
$799,000 The Spacious ‘Monet’ Model Features Living Room W/Soaring Vaulted 
Ceiling, Bright Picture Windows & Gas Fireplace, Main Floor Master Suite W/Access To 
4 Pce. Bath, Spacious Eat-In Kitchen W/Granite Counter Tops, Stainless Steel 
Appliances & Walkout to Deck Overlooking The Golf Course. Other Features Include 
Extended 2nd Floor Loft With 3 Pce. Ensuite & Juliette Balcony, Fully Finished Lower 
Level Family Room W/Above Grade Windows, 2nd Fireplace & 3rd Bdrm.

Our backyards are some 
of the best places to spend 
the summer months, especially 
if you’re practicing social 
distancing and are tired of 
being cooped up indoors.
Fortunately, it’s possible to 
transform your outdoor 
living space into a secluded, 
open-air retreat. 
Bring the indoors out. We often hear about bringing 
the outdoors inside, but the reverse is also true when 
designing a luxurious extension of your home. Homey, 
lived-in touches can take your outdoor space from ster-
ile and unfi nished to cozy and inviting. Think patterned 
throw pillows, fl uffy blankets for chilly evenings, outdoor 
rugs, colourful lanterns, and  decorative accessories 
like painted terracotta pots or metal tins. 

Invest in comfy furniture. What’s the best part of 
your living or family room? Chances are it’s your 
comfortable couch or recliner. To recreate the same 
feeling, splurge on some soft furniture that will 
make you want to stay outside for hours reading a 
book or working remotely. It doesn’t have to break 
the bank either — you can DIY a cozy lounging 
bench with reclaimed wood and hand-sewn cushions 
with outdoor stuffi ng and fabric.

Add a relaxing pool or spa. Water has a calming 
effect and is often linked to our favourite memories 
at the cottage or on vacation. A pool or spa can 
help transport you somewhere far away without 
leaving your home. A pool can help you and the kids get 
some exercise while swimming laps, while a spa can 
soothe tired muscles after a long day hunched over 
your laptop. To reduce energy costs and increase 
longevity, consider using Nudura insulated concrete 
forms, which provide superior insulation. ICF pools 
also can be custom-made to accommodate any 
design, making them a very versatile and effi cient 
way to build pools.

Go wild with greenery. Live plants can help you 
feel connected with nature, and tending to them can 
help you feel relaxed yet productive during isolation. 
A vertical garden can add visual interest, while trees 
and shrubs can provide shade and character. Aromatic 
herbs like lavender or rosemary offer pleasant scents 
and can spice up your cooking. And don’t be afraid 
to cut some fl owers from your garden to place in vases 
or pots for beautiful fi nishing touches.

Find more information at nudura.com. 

Creating your own 
backyard oasis

SHOWROOM: 
OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
CURBSIDE SAMPLE PICK-UP AVAILABLE

Email: showroom@DPScountertops.com
905-503-2222 

16650 Jane Street, King 
G R A N I T E  .  Q U A R T Z  .  P O R C E L A I N

DPScountertops.com

I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS FOR PROPERTIES IN KING! 

Direct: 416-418-6683      Office: 905-727-1941
JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com

Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Julianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

SUMMER IS NOW  
THE SPRING MARKET,  

THINGS ARE HEATING UP!
Don’t get left behind, buying or selling, give me a call!

It’s not business as usual...buying and selling homes  
is still very possible, in an entire new way.

I can guide you through this process with the utmost attention  
to ensuring the safety of both sellers and buyers.

If you’re interested in knowing the current  
market statistics in any specific area CALL ME!

Tips to prepare for your 
next big home project

RESALE HOMES COLLECTION
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BEING COOPED UP IN YOUR HOME during the lock-
down has probably given you time to look around and 
notice little things you can do to improve your home 
that does not cost a lot but would have an impact on  
enjoyment. Or, if you are like me, you cannot just sit still.
Regardless of the reason, if you are looking for some 
simple renovation projects you can do yourself, I have 
a few ideas for you.

A LAUNDRY ROOM UPGRADE. 
Typically, washer and dryers are in the basement or in 
a part of the home that goes unseen.  It tends to be 
the room where we throw a lot of belongings that we 
have no idea what to do with.  However, with minimal 
investment, you can spruce it up yourself and make 
your house more appealing when you go to sell.  Buy-
ing prefabricated countertops and cabinets from the 
big box stores will save you money and give you a big 
impact.  They are designed with the DIYer in mind, so 
with a few tools, you can install them yourself.  Every-
one loves an organized, clean-looking laundry room!

LED LIGHTING.
Switching all your lightbulbs to LED’s is an excellent 
improvement for your home.  This is a perfect time to 
tackle this task, as it does not take a lot of effort and it 
can help you save some money. I suggest making a list 
of all the bulbs you would need. You can either take a 
picture of each bulb or write down the wattages and 
style of the lightbulb and then head to a big box store 
and buy the comparable LED replacement.  Typically, 
LEDs are brighter than their incandescent counter-

part, so be sure to consider that when buying. LED 
lights come in various hues, the most common are 
bright white, sunlight, and warm.   The warm hue best 
resembles the light of an incandescent bulb.

NEW BATHROOM ACCESSORIES. 
Replacing some of the fixtures, such as faucets, vanity 
lighting and even the towel bars, can give a dated bath-
room a bit of a lift. Don’t let installing a new toilet, fau-
cet or towel rack overwhelm you.  You don’t need a lot 
of tools and there are lots of videos online to guide you 
through it.  I remember when I installed a toilet for the 
first time.  I actually was surprised at how simple it was 
and how fast it can be done! Take your time and find 
items that you find appealing and not too expensive.  
There are lots of high-priced fixtures that aren’t nec-
essarily better quality but are brand names that have 
made a name for themselves.  

Don’t be surprised that you want to keep renovat-
ing! A frequent side effect of a small renovation is a 
bigger one!  Be ready to keep on renovating as you will 
love the new looks you are creating! 

This global pandemic has been difficult for a lot of 
us, however, sometimes just staying busy in our homes 
can help us feel productive and in turn, may help re-
duce stress and anxiety levels. 

It seems our new normal for a while will be staying in 
our homes so why not spruce it up a bit and keep busy.       

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna, is a local  
Real Estate Sale Representative with  

Royal LePage Your Community Realty in Aurora.  
I am a real estate agent who has expertise in both 

Real Estate and Renovations and have been  
involved in this community for over 20 years.  

If you have a question for my monthly article or  
if you are considering buying, selling or leasing a 
home please feel free to call or email me directly  

at (416) 402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca or by  
alternatively visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca  

or Facebook page @bigtunarealty
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Keep Busy Projects

How to design a  
fitness room at home

By Julien Laurion 
The Big Tuna of Real Estate 

People exercise for many  
different reasons. Exercise  
can improve one’s appearance, 
reduce the risk for illness,  
alleviate stress or anxiety,  
and even help pass some  
time. Exercise is often a social  
activity, but in the wake of social 
distancing guidelines issued in 
response to the COVID-19  
outbreak, many people have 
found themselves looking for  
ways to exercise at home.

Building a home fitness room has never been a  
more timely project, and such a project can continue  
to provide rewards even when life returns to some  
semblance of normalcy. Here’s how to successfully 
stock a home gym.

FIND A DEDICATED SPACE. A home gym will be 
limited by the amount of space that can be devoted 
to workouts. Possible fitness room locations include a 
spare bedroom, a garage, a basement, or an enclosed 
patio. Measure the space so you can pick and choose 
equipment that will fit. Leave some floor space empty for 
movement exercises or mat activities.

KEEP THE SPACE BRIGHT. Darkness can sap  
energy levels, so invest in mirrors and adequate  
overhead lighting to make the space inviting. Natural 
light can make the exercise area more enjoyable.

CONSIDER THE FLOORING. New flooring can protect 
against damage and make an area more conductive  
to working out. Rubber mats can offset echoes and  
reduce the noise of running on a treadmill or setting 
down heavy weights.

USE SPACE-SAVING EQUIPMENT. A home gym 
space will likely not be as expansive as the space  
inside a traditional fitness centre. Thankfully, many  
activities do not require a lot of space or equipment. 
Classic exercises like squats, lunges, push ups, and 
sit ups require little gear but still produce results.  
Figure out which equipment you like the most and  
invest in two or three key pieces. Dumbbells of various 
weights, a medicine ball and a yoga mat can be all you 
need to create a versatile, effective workout. A TRX 
system and a door-mounted pull-up bar also are great 
space-saving options.

HAVE A TV HOOKUP. A home gym may benefit from a 
smart TV that you can use to stream workout videos or 
catch up on the latest news while running the treadmill 
or using the stationary bike.

A home gym is beneficial year-round, and can be  
especially valuable when social distancing guidelines 
are put in place. 

For Insider Tips Visit: 
HelenAvraamNeo.com  

� inking of Buying 
or Selling Your Home?

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Email: HelenAvraamNeo@RoyalLePage.ca

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

(Elena) Avraam Neophytou,
Sales Representative, SRES

Helen
(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES

Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

24 LAVENDAR VALLEY RD., KING

*base on GCI for Royal Lepage YCR 2018 GCI   **based on GCI for Royal LePage Canada 2018

14799 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N1

2017-2019

Exceptional Detail In This  
Stunning 3900 Sqft Home with  
162 ft deep lot overlooking 
sunset vistas. Upgrd T/Out 
W/Designer Decor Boasting 
Herringbone Entry,  
Formal Dng Featuring Wine Rm,  
Lrg Family Rm W/Waffled 
Ceilings & Gorgeous Custom  
B/I Media Cabinet W/6Ft Frpl. 
Open To Chef’s Kitchen W/ 
16Ft Cove Clng, Thermador 
Appls, Butler’s Pantry, Waterfall 
Edge Island! W/O To New  
Composite Deck W/Glass 
Railings To Enjoy The Views.  
$2,088,800

*As per gross closed commissions 2018 from Royal LePage Services Corp.

30 Award Winning Years
National Chairman’s Club
#1 Individual in Aurora*

#7  Individual in Canada*

Top 1% in Canada*

Direct: 416-618-1714  
www.monicastohr.com

Monica Stohr

Direct 289.221.1481 Office 905.727.3154 kellyburt@royallepage.ca
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Many perfectly imperfect homes sell every year 
however due diligence on the buyer side is 
always recommended. Gaining a scope of 

what may pose an immediate threat, concern or cost 
would be advisable. Speaking to a REALTOR® who 
has experience with rural properties is a great start 
because the conditions and clauses and requirements 
that would be added to an off er to purchase would be 
more in depth and detailed for this type of home or 
recreational use purchase.  

Hiring a qualifi ed licensed home inspector to assess 
the home and provide a comprehensive report would 
be an important step and worthwhile expense.   If 
there is a septic system the Buyer agent would ask 
for records but some homes don’t have these records 
for reference. Th e Seller can obtain septic records if 
they exist by calling the township and can pass them 
along to the Buyer. It would be prudent to include 
a septic inspection and request a representation that 
the septic has been in working order.  Additionally, 
if the rural property is on a well, water potability or 
safety will need investigation and testing through the 
health unit and the home inspector can also test the 
fl ow rate of water output. For added assurance UV 
fi lter systems are also available to purchase so that 
water safety is always in check.  It would be benefi cial 
to add a note to the off er that the Seller represents 
the condition of the well listing multiple concerns to 
ensure it’s been in good working order.  

If there are improvements required contacting the 
town in question planning department would also 
be prudent to understand the ease or process and 
challenges that come with improvements such as ac-
cessibility, expanding the footprint of the home and 
decks and outbuildings for instance. If the land this 
rural home is situated on has conservation authori-
ties also noted having a say in improvements, a call to 
their specifi c planning department would be advis-
able for further guidance as it relates to the address 
in question. Th ere would be specifi cs also that could 
be shared with respect to landscaping and what can 

and cannot be done around waterways. Typically, 
some improvement proposals are approved by the 
conservation authority fi rst, then brought forth to the 
town for a further seal of approval.  

Speaking to a lender is important depending on 
how much fi nancing is required; lending guidelines 
vary between types of properties and should be 
understood before placing an off er to purchase. 
A real estate lawyer will appreciate and prescribe 
extra steps taken for due diligence so the Buyer(s) 
are fully aware of the challenges if any that may come 
with the address in question.  Title insurance through 
a lawyer will not cover all concerns that may come 
with the ‘as is’ home described and some lawyers 
off er home warranty programs which additionally 
may provide added coverage for heating, electrical 
and plumbing but may not cover for all concerns. 
If seeking additional insurance coverage for the 
home all fi ne details should be reviewed to eliminate 
misinterpretation, each insurance coverage provider 
and policy is diff erent.

Once due diligence has been completed create the 
action plan for the home and assign the proposed 
costs and time it would take for upgrades and 
improvements. How much of the work can be 
done with sweat equity and how much will need to 
be purchased and or contracted out?   Is the chal-
lenge going to increase the equity in the home, will 
the changes an improvements be aff ordable? Will 
this be a fi x and fl ip home or the best start towards 
a forever home?  Proceeding with caution is the best 
path, discuss the fi nal decision with your REALTOR® 
if wanting to negotiate for purchase or move on to 
fi nding a diff erent opportunity.

– Written by Connie Power

Connie POWER Assistant Manager / Sales Representative 
CNE® Certifi ed Negotiation Expert, SRS® Seller’s Representative 

Specialist, ABR® Accredited Buyers Representative,  SRES® Seniors 
Real Estate Specialist with RE/MAX Hallmark YORK Group Ltd., 

Brokerage.  Buying or Selling in YORK region or beyond call Connie 
directly at (905) 726-0856 to book a face to face consultation.  

*not intended to solicit anyone under contract.

905.836.1212 | info@KeyAdvantage.ca | www.KeyAdvantage.ca

Sales Representative

SUSIE STROM
Broker

CAROLINE BAILE

Sales Representative
LORRAINE MACDONALD

Sales Representative
SHREEMA TALSANIA

Sales Representative 
MARISSA WHITE

Client Care Coordinator
LAUREN ROBINSON

Sales Representative
LINDSAY STROM

Operarations Manager
KERRI FILLIER

Wonder What YOUR Home is Worth?
TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER

72 HARRISON AVE., AURORA
$ 999,900

178 SAWMILL VALLEY, NEWMARKET

49 TRILLIUM DR, AURORA 
$1,400,00

324 PETHERAM PLACE, NEWMARKET

SOLD

65 ALBERT ST., CANNINGTON 90 ASPEN SPRINGS DR., CLARINGTON

78 CHARING CRES, AURORA 77 WOODBURY CRES., NEWMARKET
$975,000

19 PARK LANE CIRCLE, RICHMOND HILL
COMING SOON TO MLS

COMING SOON

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

Ask A Realtor®

A buyer’s guide 
to home air 
conditioning systems
Few experiences provide as 
much relief as walking into a 
cool room on a hot summer day. 
Air conditioning systems make 
such experiences possible, and 
homeowners’ decision regard-
ing which one to install in their 
homes is signifi cant.

Homeowners may not know where to begin when 
fi nding the right air conditioning system for their home. 
According to the Air-Conditioning, Heating, & Refrig-
eration Institute, the best systems provide steady, 
dependable performance for many years when sized 
correctly for the home. Correct installation and routine 
maintenance also can ensure homeowners’ air condi-
tioning systems withstand the test of time.

HOW DO I KNOW WHICH SIZE IS BEST?
When shopping for new air conditioning systems, 

homeowners must consider a host of factors to 
ensure they get the best match. The AHRI notes 
that the home’s age, the number and quality of its 
windows, how well it’s insulated, the number of 
stories it has, and its square footage are among the 
factors to consider. Homeowners can benefi t from 
working with trained technicians who can investigate 
each of these factors and recommend the correct 
system. The AHRI recommends homeowners ask 
their technicians to perform a Manual J analysis, 
which is a standardized formula that can help 
homeowners get the perfect system for their homes.

WHAT ABOUT ENERGY EFFICIENCY?
Energy effi ciency is an important consideration 

when purchasing a new air conditioner for a home. 
Energy rates vary depending on where a person 
lives, but rates remain pretty high across the board. 
The Energy Information Association notes that 
residential electricity rates increased throughout 
the United States by about 15 percent between 
2009 and 2019. An energy-effi cient unit can help 
homeowners save considerable amounts of money, 
so homeowners can ask their technicians to 
recommend energy-effi cient units that suit their 
homes. A unit that adequately cools a home without 
consuming a lot of costly electricity should be every 
homeowner’s goal. The U.S. Department of Energy 
employs the Seasonal Energy Effi ciency Rating, 
or SEER, to inform consumers about the effi ciency 
of each air conditioner. This rating is noted on the 
Energy Guide® label on each unit, and the higher the 
number, the more effi cient the unit.

Home air conditioning systems are costly. But 
the right choice of unit can keep homes cool without 
costing homeowners a fortune in energy costs. 

We came across a rural home 
for sale. It’s being sold ‘as is’ 
and we have concerns about 
making the many improvements 
needed for it.  
What should we do?
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Schomberg
Home hardware

Aurora
Home hardware

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora
905-727-4751

As well as...
Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical 
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies, 
Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair. 
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items, 
including Lawn & Garden Supplies.
We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

Your Community Hardware Store

*Faucet extra

JAVA, 
MIDNIGHT BLUE 
& LONDON FOG
CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A 
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ 
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.
24” to 72” sizes available

Come and see 
the difference

BUY NOW
AND SAVE

*Faucet extraCLASSIC BRANDS HANDLES & KNOBS INCLUDED

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES 
AVAILABLEBRAND

NEW
JAVA, 

MIDNIGHT 
BLUE & 

LONDON FOG
COLOURS

BRAND NEW COLOURS

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation 

Dogs love spending time 
outdoors. Dog owners with 
yards know that dogs benefi t 
greatly from some exercise 
in the backyard. While that 
time might be great for dogs, 
it can take its toll on lawns.

Dog urine and feces can adversely aff ect the look 
and health of a lush green lawn. Nitrogen is essential 
to healthy soil, but only at certain levels. When those 
levels are exceeded, the result can be lawn damage. 
According to Th e Spruce Pets, an advisory site 
that off ers practical tips and training advice to pet 
owners, this is what happens when pets frequently 
urinate on grass. Urine is naturally high in nitrogen, 
so when pets urinate on lawns, the grass might turn 
yellow or brown due to the excess nitrogen content. 
Nitrogen also is present in lawn fertilizers, further 
exacerbating the problem for pet owners who fertil-
ize their lawns. 

In addition to urine damage, dogs can trample 
frosted grass, contributing to problems that may not 
become evident until spring, and get into areas like 
gardens where they wreak additional havoc.

Pet owners who want to let their dogs run free 
in the yard but don’t want damaged grass may be 
tempted to put their pooches in diapers or confi ne 
them to crates when letting them outside. But such 
an approach isn’t necessary. In fact, some simple 

strategies can be highly eff ective at preventing 
dog-related lawn damage.

SPEAK WITH A LANDSCAPER 
ABOUT PLANTING NEW GRASS
Certain types of grass, such as Bermuda grass, can 
withstand dog damage better than others. Local cli-
mate will dictate which types of grass are likely to 
thrive in a given area, so speak with a professional 
landscaper about the viability of planting new grass.

INSTALL FENCING
Pet owners with expansive yards can install fencing 
that allows dogs to spend time exercising outdoors 
without granting them access to the entire property. 
Large dogs will need more room than small ones, but 
try to build fenced-in areas that allow dogs to run 
freely and get the exercise they need to stay healthy.

WORK WITH A DOG TRAINER 
Dog trainers might be able to work with dogs so they 
only urinate in certain areas of the yard, greatly re-
ducing the damage they can cause to a lawn. Trainers 
also might help curb digging and clawing behaviours 
that can damage lawns as well as gardens.

CONSIDER HARDSCAPING 
Hardscaping might be most eff ective for pet owners 
with small properties. Hardscaping does not include 
grass and can add visual appeal to a property while 
saving pet owners the headaches of dealing with 
dog-related lawn damage.

Dogs need time outdoors, and homeowners can 
take various steps to protect their lawns from dog-
related damage.
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Simple ways to prevent 
dog-related lawn damage 
Barristers & Solicitors

Margaret Black    Professional Corporation

Experience and Integrity
You Can Trust

King City, Vaughan, and
New Tecumseth, Ontario

Tel: 905-833-9090
Fax: 905-833-9091

Email: info@blacklawof�ice.ca

Real Estate Transactions
Corporate ❖ Wills ❖ Estates

Probate ❖ Family ❖ Immigration

www.blacklawoffi ce.ca
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905-833-0111
www.trendsrealtyinc.com

Is it a Sellers Market?
The stats speak for themselves! 

Ana Pronio, Broker of Record
C.  416.528.0330

ana@trendsrealtyinc.com

Jasmine Smith, Sales Representative
C.  416.993.7173

jasmine@trendsrealtyinc.com

Sal Zappulla, Sales Representative
C.  416.562.6846

sal@trendsrealtyinc.com

Lucy Brocca, Sales Representative
C.  905-833-0111

lucy@trendsrealtyinc.com

Franca Malfara, Sales Representative
C.  416-605-5378

franca.malfara@gmail.com

Ra� aele Tomasone, Broker
C.  416-896-2911

ra� aele@trendsrealtyinc.com

Felicia Jones, Sales Representative
C.  647.525.0516

felicia@trendsrealtyinc.com

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH?
Call us for a “Virtual” 

Current Value Assessment 

KING LUXURY LIVING
Buy or Sell with

Re/Max Hallmark Trends Group Realty
Your Source for Everything King

511 Leacock Drive, Barrie
Sold by Sal Zappulla this March for 97% of asking price!

608 Richmond St. W. Unit 910 Toronto
Sold by Lucy Brocca this May for 103% of asking in 9 days! 

906 Cresswell Rd.,  Kawartha Lakes
Sold by Ana Pronio this March for 99% of asking price! 

5180 Yonge St. #710, Toronto
Franca Malfara turned over keys to this beauty  this May for 98% of asking price!

157 Curtis Cres. King City
Sold by Jasmine Smith this May for 94% of asking price! 

2087 Fairview St. Unit 1902 Burlington
Sold by Felicia Jones this March for 98% of asking!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD! LEASED!

 158 East Humber Dr. King City
Sold by Jasmine Smith this March for 102% of asking!

SOLD!

SOLD! SOLD!

Real Estate Market Update – Aurora

There continues to be  a very low supply of homes 
for sale in Aurora with only 2.9 months of supply of 
homes to meet the current demand.  The pandemic 

continues to be a major factor of consideration for sellers 
wanting their homes to come out on the market as safely 
as possible and more home owners are considering  
placing their homes for sale as summer approaches  
and COVID-19 Restrictions ease. 

There were 41 home sales in the month of May 
throughout Aurora and the average price of a home was 
$950,573 and 110 homes were placed on the market  
for sale.  On average it took 29 days for homes to sell  
taking into account that some of the homes may have 
been placed on the market more than once. Sellers  
yielded on average 97 per cent of their asking price.  

The bulk of sales in May were for the purchase of  
detached homes at a median price of $1,177,500  when 
you exclude the highest and lowest sale for the month.  At 
the start of June there were 183 homes  of all types for 
sale and of that number 138 were detached homes. 
The average price for a townhome was $797,286, 
semi detached homes average pricing was $740,967, 
condo townhouses average price was $487,000  

and one condo apartment sold in May for $487,000.
When compared to 2019 there was actually an  

increase in home sale pricing by nearly 8 per cent. Fur-
ther proof that while this is an unprecedented time in real  
estate home values held steady in May of 2020. High end 
home sales continue to be the slowest moving and no 
sales occurred above $2 million in May. 

Discuss your real estate needs with a REALTOR® 
today including a review of COVID-19 safety protocols 
including the use of Personal Protection Equipment in 
advance of meeting in person. 

– Written by Connie Power 

Connie Power is a Real Estate Sales Representative  
CNE® SRS® ABR® SRES®, Assistant Manager, Sales Representative 

for RE/MAX Hallmark York Group Realty Ltd.,  Brokerage serving  
York region and beyond in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 

Empowering you in Real Estate, Call Connie today to make an  
appointment to discuss your next move at (905) 726-0856.

*The statistics provided herein were obtained from the Toronto Regional 
Real Estate Board; Regional Housing Market Tables; York Region, Aurora 
for May of 2019, 2020 and the Summary of Existing Home Transactions of 

all home types, February 2019, 2020 for all TRREB Areas.

***Not intended to solicit those currently under a real estate contract.

Home Values Strengthen

SLICING INTO THE FIRST TOMATO OF THE SEASON is a 
much anticipated moment for gardeners. Tomatoes are 
among the most popular fruit or vegetable plants grown 
in home gardens. Much of that popularity may be credited 
to the fact that red, ripe tomatoes have a delicious, juicy 
flavour that serves as the basis for all sorts of recipes. And 
since tomatoes can just as easily be grown in a full backyard 
garden or in a container on a patio or balcony, tomatoes ap-
peal to gardeners regardless of their living situations.

While tomatoes are relatively easy to grow, they are prone 
to certain problems and pests. Knowledge of what to expect 
when planting tomatoes and how to start off on the right foot-
ing can help produce a season’s worth of delicious bounty.

WAIT UNTIL AFTER THE LAST AVERAGE FROST DATE. 
Tomatoes can be grown from seeds outdoors in warm ar-
eas, but tomato gardeners often find success starting seeds 
indoors six to eight weeks before the last frost date. Grad-
ually introduce seedlings to the elements for a few hours 

each day, increasing the duration of time outside. Then 
they can be transplanted outdoors when temperatures are 
consistently over 60 F.

CHOOSE A SUNNY SPOT. Tomatoes love to soak up sun-
light, according to The Home Depot. Place the plants in a 
sunny spot so they can thrive.

SPACE OUT PLANTS. The experts at Better Homes and 
Gardens say to leave anywhere from 24 to 48 inches be-
tween plants to accommodate for growth and ensure the 
plants will not get stunted.

PLANT DEEPLY. Tomatoes tend to root along their stems. 
If transplants are long and lean, dig a trench and lay the 
stem sideways in the dirt, and then bend the top of the 
plant upward. Snip off the lower branches and cover with 
soil up to the first set of leaves. This will produce extra 
root growth and stronger, more vital plants.

GIVE THE PLANTS SUPPORT. Tomato cages or stakes  
can help keep the leaves and fruit from touching  
the ground, which can cause rot and, eventually, death to 
the tomato plant.

LAY DOWN A LAYER OF MULCH. Tomatoes grow best 
when the soil is consistently moist. Mulch can help retain 
moisture from watering and rain. Mulch also will help 
prevent soil and soilborne diseases from splashing on the 
leaves and plants when it rains. While you amend the soil, 
make sure that it drains well and is slightly acidic. 

PRUNE AWAY SUCKERS. Tomatoes produce “suckers,” 
which are leaves that shoot out from the main stem. Re-
moving these leaves promotes air circulation and keeps 
the plant’s energy focused on growing fruit.

Tomatoes are a rich addition to any garden. A few simple tricks 
can help even novice gardeners grow delicious tomatoes.
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Tips to successfully grow tomatoes

Container  
gardening tips
GARDENING IS BENEFICIAL IN VARIOUS WAYS. The 
AARP states that some of the health perks associated with 
gardening include improved mood, increased vitamin D  
levels (which benefits bones and immune system) and  
reduced risk of dementia. In addition, if gardening efforts  
include growing herbs, fruits and vegetables, it can be a 
cost-effective way to eat healthy. 

For gardeners without sufficient space or for those with 
mobility issues, container gardening can be an ideal way to 
grow everything from flowers to vegetables. Better Homes & 
Gardens says most plants are not fussy about the containers 
in which they grow so long as some of their basic needs are 
met. This means watering correctly for the type of plant, and 
ensuring sufficient drainage. 

The following are some other ways container gardening 
efforts can prove successful.

WATCH WATER. Planet Natural Research Center says plants 
with thin leaves typically need ample water, and plants with thick 
leaves need less. Use this as a guideline too gauge water needs.

SIZE CORRECTLY. Plants should be sized to the container. Con-
sider dwarf varieties of certain plants if your containers are small.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT SOIL. Fill containers with a commer-
cial potting soil rather than soil from the garden. Garden soil 
can dry into a solid mass, while commercial mixtures have 
amendments like peat moss, vermiculite, compost, and oth-
er ingredients to help with soil texture and moisture retention.

MIX IT UP. When planting containers of flowers and other 
greenery, Good Housekeeping says to include “a thriller, a 
spiller and a filler” as a good rule of thumb. The thriller is the 
focal point, the spiller a trailing plant, and a filler has smaller 
leaves or flowers to add bulk and colour.

POKE HOLES. Drainage holes are essential so that soil will  
not become waterlogged. Holes don’t need to be large,  
but there should be enough of them so that excess water 
can drain out readily.

SELECT THE RIGHT CONTAINER MATERIAL. Container 
materials may be affected by gardeners’ budgets, personal 
taste and other factors. For those who live in hot climates, 
selecting a light-coloured container can help prevent further 
soil heat absorption.

Container gardening is a healthy and enjoyable activity 
that can pay dividends in various ways.
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

CLEANERS

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, but if you want to 

be there when they do... advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory      

Call 905-727-3300   Ext. 102 to book your ad

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

PROPANE

WATER

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE
25 yrs. experience

905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Honks of support from countless passing cars greeted the 1,000 of individuals marching up Yonge Street sidewalks carrying evocative signs en route to a rally at Town Park. There, speakers 
included Heather Tillock (Centre Left) and Caron Morgan (Centre Right). 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Solidarity Walk attracts more than 1,000
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com
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(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

SERVICES

DEATH NOTICE

HELP WANTED

S H E R W O O D 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
GROUP. Trusted 
Tree Maintenance 
and Removal. Free 
estimates. 647-400-
6998 or 647-323-1913 
Specializing in Aerial  
Pruning, Arborists 
reports, urban tree and 
stump removal and 
much more!

Thank You, Carriers!
for delivering The Auroran

through these challenging times.

but it is incredible to see the support from 
our community.”

As she spoke those words, numbers at 
the marshalling point continued to swell 
and by the time the march reached Town 
Park, very few patches of  grass were left 
uncovered as individuals took a stand while 
attempting to maintain social distancing.

“We are so blown away with how many 
people turned out,” she told the thousand-
strong crowd, which included Newmarket-
Aurora MP Tony Van Bynen, Mayor Tom 
Mrakas, and several Council members. 
“This was just a dream we had three days 
ago and… I am absolutely blown away 
with how much support we have from 
the community. It is even more crazy that 
even during COVID-19 that we’re still 
here [and] it just shows how important 
this issue is to our community that we’re 
still here, even during a pandemic, to show 
what’s right and stand up for what’s right.”

They were standing for George Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor, Trayvon Martin, Eric 
Garner and countless others who are 
no longer able to do so. They were 
remembered with two minutes of  silence.

“Through this [planning] process, we 
have learned so much – both good and 
bad,” she continued. “We have learned 
that there are some people in Aurora who 
don’t support our effort. We have learned 
that there are some allies who criticize 
our involvement and engaged in white-
splaining to us how we should be doing 
this or how we should be advocating for 
ourselves. We learned there are some 
fantastic Black people in Aurora who have 
been very supportive and have given us 
sound advice. Thank you.

“I give respect to all Black people who 
are here today. I thank all allies. We are 
overwhelmed with the response. We’re 
here today to stand up, we’re here to 
celebrate being Black, and we’re here 
today to make a change.”

But they were also there to share a hard 
reality, a reality that is lived every day by 
some members of  Sunday’s crowd, and 
incomprehensible to others. To underscore 
this, Chloe shared the experiences of  her 
brother Keenan.

“He felt different,” she said of  growing 
up in Aurora. “He was reminded he 
was different. At times, he was treated 
differently by peers, teachers, business 
owners, employers and, right here in 
Aurora, it continues today. We tried to fit 
in. It was a struggle. He felt lonely, he was 
angry and sad. At times, he was not proud 
to be who he was, despite the support he 
received from our dad and other great 
Black people who were role models in 
our lives. [At school] he met some great 
friends and through these relationships 
and experiences he can say he is a proud 
young Black man and this journey has 
brought him here today.”

Others stepped up to share their shared 
– and unique – journeys and offered some 
insights on how individuals can collectively 
“move the needle forward” on race.

Heather Tillock, a Dominica-born 
resident of  Whitchurch-Stouffville said 
she moved to the York Region community 
soon after her second child was born 
thinking this move north from Toronto 
would give her kids better opportunities.

“I don’t think I was actually expecting 
to experience racism in Stouffville, but I 
did – every day I got up was a day that 
something happened that reminded me I 
was Black, and I don’t need a reminder,” 
she shared. “It made me realize I am not 
doing enough. Moving my children to 
Stouffville wasn’t enough. We, I, have to 
do better.

“Maybe these times are necessary. 
We’re all consumed by this COVID 
pandemic, but the reality for Black people 
and people of  colour is we have a much 
bigger virus to be concerned about, we 
have a much bigger virus that is killing us. 
It is not COVID that is killing us; it is the 
brutal virus that we call racism.”

Following the death of  George Floyd, 
Ms. Tillock said she was “devastated, hurt, 
angry, and full of  rage.” But something 
shifted.

“I started to watch the world pay 
attention. It made me think that maybe 
this is an opportunity. Maybe finally there 

is an opportunity here: the stars aligned, 
COVID forced us all to be at home, 
COVID forced us all to be on our phones, 
our devices, so we watched the brutality 
and the death of  a Black man. We all saw 
it, it wasn’t hidden, and now we have an 
opportunity. There is an opportunity move 
the needle, finally. There is an opportunity 
to speak up for justice, finally. There is an 
opportunity for every single one of  us to 
hold each other accountable, finally.”

Silence is not an option in holding each 
other accountable, she noted.

Addressing White people in the crowd, 
she said it’s time to get off  the fence.

“The fence is done,” she said. “You 
have to understand that you have privilege. 
You have privilege and you have to be 
accountable to that privilege. You have to 
understand how that privilege contributes 
to a system of  inequality and just be honest 
about that. Talk to us about that. Be part 
of  the conversation. Until you recognize 
the privilege and place that you hold, we 
won’t be able to move that needle. No 
more excuses, guys.

“You have to speak up when you see 
injustice. You have to ask questions when 
you’re not sure. Silence is not an option.  
You have to challenge the status quo. 
You have to question, your parents, your 
co-workers, your family, and you have 
to be ready to have the uncomfortable 
conversations. Nobody is suggesting these 
conversations are easy to have, but we 
have to have them.”

She also offered advice to the Black 
community.

“Give yourself  permission to feel all 
those feelings. We have a right to be angry. 
We have a right to feel like we need to be 
violent. We have a right to get an outlet 
in terms of  how we’re feeling and all of  
these emotions that we’re feeling. Give 
yourself  permission to feel those things. 
Stand together, sit together, be together, 
work together, problem-solve together. We 
have to be part of  this solution, too. We 
have to stand together. Don’t let anyone 
else tell you what success looks like. Don’t 
let anyone else order your steps. We 
have got to order our steps. We have got 
to take back our success. We have to get 
some of  the control back. We have to be 
accountable too. 

“We truly have to stay woke. Make 
your voice count. Respond in that second. 
Have you ever been in a situation where 
someone says something to you, it feels a 
little bit uncomfortable, they walk away 
and you’re still left feeling really gross 
and you didn’t say anything, and then 
you’re thinking to yourself, ‘I wish I said 
something.’ Don’t let any more of  those 
opportunities pass. Every single time 
you’re left to feel uncomfortable, say 
something. Respond… We cannot let 
these opportunities pass. We all have a 
responsibility to not be afraid to speak up.

“Black is beautiful. Black girls rock. 
Black boys rock. Yes, of  course, Black 
Lives Matter.”

From page 1

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

“Black is beautiful. Black girls rock.  
Black boys rock. Black Lives Matter”

HOBBS, LARRY (Lawrence George) 

HOBBS, LARRY (Lawrence George) Passed away peacefully on Friday, 
June 5, 2020 in his 88th year. Larry bravely fought various forms of  cancer 
for several years, always facing each challenge with a positive attitude. He 
had a successful and long career in the geological mining exploration 
field as a Professional Engineer. Larry was a man who loved the outdoors 
(fishing, camping, canoeing, hiking, cycling, gardening, etc.), woodworking, 
photography and other creative activities. He has touched the lives of  many 
people. Loving father of  Graham (deceased 1977), Brian, Lauren (Scott), 
Alan (deceased 1991) and Chris (Cindy), and step-father of  Bob (Sherri) 
and Stefani (Steve). Beloved “Poppa Larry” to Jessica, and step-grandfather 
to Madison, Samantha, Sean and Simon. Predeceased by brother Gordon 
(Susie). Larry was fortunate to be married to two wonderful women, Elaine 
and Hedy, over the course of  his life. He will be sadly missed by all other 
extended family members and friends. Many thanks to Dr. Rana and all the 
other healthcare professionals at Southlake Hospital, Central LHIN and SRT 
for the excellent care and compassion they provided. Cremation to take place 
through Thompson Funeral Home in Aurora. A Celebration of  Life service 
will be held in the near future. In memory of  Larry, please consider a donation 
to the Southlake Hospital Foundation - the Regional Cancer Program. 
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TMSSCHOOL.CA
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Founded in 1961, TMS is a leading, 
accredited independent school 
that offers a uniquely designed 
framework that combines the 
Montessori and International 

Baccalaureate (IB) programmes. 

Our co-ed student population 
of over 775 thrives in academics 

while developing the life-changing 
mindsets of entrepreneurial 

thinking, positivity, and resilience 
that build a foundation for 
Significance at university, 

and in life.

GET TO KNOW US
www.tmsschool.ca

TMS Lower School

TMS Upper School

Congratulations to our TMS 
Graduating Class of 2020!  

Our graduates have 
received offers from unique 

and competitive programs at 
universities around the world!  

Read more inside ...


