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WINDOWS INC. HOME PRODUCTS

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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Continued on page 20

Seniors raise safety 
concerns on  

John West Way

By Brock Weir

Aurora is looking at new safety and 
traffic measures along John West Way 
after concerns were raised by members 
of  the Aurora Seniors' Centre last week. 

This month, Council is poised to 
approve a four-way stop on John West 
Way at Amberhill Way, just north of  
Town Hall and the Aurora Seniors' 
Centre.

The $800 project received the 
tentative green light at last week’s 
General Committee meeting following a 

COMMUNITY DIALOGUE – Musician Glenn Marais has spent years going into local 
classrooms teaching students about equity and inclusivity. Next Thursday, February 20, he 
joins a panel of York Region leaders for Being Black in Canada, a community discussion 
hosted by the Aurora Public Library to mark Black History Month. For more, see Page 11.
 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Continued on page 22

By Brock Weir

Mayor Tom Mrakas’ motion to 
reduce the size of  Regional Council 
from its current slate of  21 members, to 
just a Regional Chair and York Region’s 
nine mayors fizzled last week, but further 
representation for Aurora is set for 
further discussion later this month. 

If  passed, Mayor Mrakas’ motion 
would have produced a report on the 
viability of  shrinking the size of  Regional 
Council in favour of  a new system where 

each Mayor would have a single vote 
weighted according to the population of  
their respective municipalities.

Members sitting at the Committee 
of  the Whole last week voted against 
sending the motion to staff  on a vote 
of  13 – 5, effectively pouring cold water 
on the idea before Regional Council 
another look at further composition 
options on February 27.

Among the many other scenarios 
approved by Committee for further 
consideration at the end of  the month, 
however, included adding another 

Regional Councillor to represent those 
communities with only one member at 
the Region.

York Region municipalities currently 
represented by one Regional member – 
their respective mayors – include Aurora, 
King, Whitchurch-Stouffville and East 
Gwillimbury. 

Mayor Mrakas’ initial motion, he said, 
was a bid to achieve better representation 
at the Region with just one member per 
municipality.

“In order to complete a thorough 

Aurora’s Regional representation reviewed by York
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THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Offering JK-12 on 100 acres in King. www.cds.on.ca 
Call today to book your personal tour!   905.833.1972  
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sizes of Dulux Diamond interior latex paints.

more details. At participating locations only.

14845 Yonge Street 
Unit 2-3, Aurora  
905-841-8593

15218 Yonge St, Aurora, ON L4G 1L9
(905)503-7669 | www.romys.ca

Refi ned 
Classics & 

New Flavours

Open for 
Lunch 

Tues - Fri 
Dinner 

Tues - Sat

NOW OPEN
RESTAURANT + LOUNGE

14800 Yonge St., Aurora L4G 1N3 | 905 726 4063 | www.oakridgefashions.com

SPRING ‘20 
FASHION SHOW

Thursday, April 2nd 2020
Oakridges

FASHION INC.

‘

We’re marching our Fashion Show over to...
The Armoury

Tickets $50 
Call or visit Oakridge Fashions for tickets

14800 Yonge Street 
The Aurora Shopping Centre: 

905 726 4063

Joseph Gurgis and Sandra Younan recreated a pose captured on canvas by Christina Younan, right, Wednesday night at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre’s opening reception for the Mayor’s Celebration of Youth Arts. Christina, a Grade 12 student at Aurora High School, was inspired 
by a photo of the young couple taken at a recent wedding and the painting now takes pride of place at the Centre’s Red Gallery through 
the end of the month. For more on the exhibition, which brings together work from Grade 12 students from across the community, see  
Page 12.               

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

IN THE PICTURE
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Council & Committee Meetings

What’s Happening

What’s Happening
Date  Time  Location    Meeting

Tuesday, February 18 5:45 p.m. Holland Room   Council Closed Session (if required)

Tuesday, February 18 7 p.m. Council Chambers   General Committee

Wednesday, February 19 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library   Aurora Public Library Board 

Thursday, February 20 7 p.m. Holland Room   Community Advisory Committee

Tuesday, February 25 5:45 p.m. Holland Room   Council Closed Session (if required)

Tuesday, February 25 7 p.m. Council Chambers   Council 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit aurora.ca.

What’s Happening

Spring & Summer 2020 Community Services 
Program Guide coming soon! 
 
Look for your copy of the Spring & Summer 2020 Community 
Services Program Guide delivered with The Banner Newspaper 
on Thursday, February 20. Visit aurora.ca/recguide for 
more information. 

Club Aurora Wellness Seminar on Fitness 
Machines 101

Register today for Club Aurora’s Wellness Seminar - Fitness  
Machines 101. Session dates are: February 23 and March 
15. For more information, visit aurora.ca/fitness.

Learn more about Aurora’s priorities for 
2020 at the Annual Mayor’s Luncheon

Join us for the Annual Mayor’s Luncheon hosted by the Aurora 
Chamber of Commerce on Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
at the Royal Venetian featuring Mayor Tom Mrakas. Join us to 
learn about the Mayor’s exciting projects for 2020 and beyond! 
To buy your ticket(s), visit aurorachamber.on.ca.

905-727-3123 ext. 3128             aurora.ca/leadersoftomorrow          

APPLY TODAY FOR THE 
John West Memorial ‘Leaders of Tomorrow’

Scholarship Award

Questions About Applying? 

The Town of Aurora believes in recognizing our Leaders of Tomorrow,  
who have made a positive impact in our community and inspire and  
give us hope for the future. This award honours youth contributions  

to the advancement and well-being of our community. 
   

To Be Considered:

• Submit a completed application by the deadline
• Be a graduating secondary student and a resident of Aurora
•  Be entering your first year of full-time secondary study (college, university or equivalent)

How To Apply:

• Applications can be downloaded from aurora.ca/leadersoftomorrow
• Completed applications can be submitted to the Department of Community Services at      
    Town Hall, 100 John West Way, Aurora ON, L4G 6J1, Attention: Youth Division

DEADLINE TO APPLY:  
MAY 1, 2020$1,000

Graduating Students who are residents of Aurora can win  

Free public skate and leisure swim on  
February 17 

Join us on Monday, 
February 17 for FREE public 
skating from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and leisure swim from 
11:15 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
sponsored by Brookfield 
Residential.  
 
The free public skate and 
leisure swim sessions are 
located at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex. 

For full schedules, please visit aurora.ca/fitness.

Register for Spring & Summer 2020  
Recreation Programs & Summer Camps 
 
Starting February 24, Aurora residents can register online or  
in-person for our exciting Spring & Summer Recreation 
programs. In addition, you can also register for your favourite 
summer camps. 

Please check out the Spring & Summer 2020 Program Guide for 
details or visit aurora.ca/recguide. 

Family Day Holiday Schedule
aurora.ca • 905-727-1375

MUNICIPAL OFFICE • 100 John West Way

AURORA PUBLIC LIBRARY • 15145 Yonge Street
Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED on Monday, February 17 and reopen on 
Tuesday, February 18 at 9:30 a.m. For more information, please visit  
aurorapl.ca or call 905-727-9494.

WASTE COLLECTION

For Town-related emergency situations such as flooding, 
watermain breaks or downed trees, please call 905-727-1375 or  
905-727-3123 and follow the voice prompts. 
FOR ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES, CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY 
SERVICES

RECREATION CENTRES
Recreation centres including the Aurora Family Leisure Complex and the  
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex will be operating with modified 
hours. For a full list of hours of operation and program opportunities includ-
ing fitness classes, pool, gymnasium, rock wall and The Loft hours, please visit              
aurora.ca/familyday. 
 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre will be CLOSED for the Family Day holiday from 
February 15 to 17.

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED on Monday, February 17. 
Town Hall will reopen on Tuesday, February 18 at 8:30 a.m. 

If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off 
box 24-hours a day outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in the 
boxes and remember to include your payment stub. Alternatively, you can pay your 
bills through an ATM or your bank’s online banking service. Parking tickets can be 
paid online at paytickets.ca

Waste collection will not be affected during the Family Day holiday. Please consult 
your 2020 Waste Management Guide and Recycling Calendar for more details.

Early bird registration for summer camps 
starts on February 24

Register early and you can save 10% off select summer camps 
from February 24 to March 6. Check out the summer camps 
insert within the Spring & Summer 2020 Program Guide. Visit 
aurora.ca/summercamps for more information.

Road closure for Arctic Adventure event
 
There will be a temporary road closure on Monday, February 
17 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Wells Street between Mosley 
Street and Metcalfe Street for Aurora’s Arctic Adventure event. 
We appreciate your cooperation. Thank you! 

Notice Board
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TOWN OF AURORA
 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1
aurora.ca/publicnotices •  905-727-1375

NOTICE OF PASSING OF BYLAW

TAKE NOTICE THAT on January 28th, 2020 Aurora Town Council passed By-law 
6236-20 to designate the following property to be of Cultural Heritage Value or 
Interest:

136 Wellington Street East
Railroad Hotel

Lots 1, 2 and 3, 1st Range South of Centre Street, East of Rail Road on Registered 
Plan 107, designated as Part I on Plan 65R-38758, being part of PIN 03641-0819 
(LT), Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality of York.

A copy of this Bylaw is available by contacting the Town Clerk upon request.

DATED at Aurora this 13th day of February, 2020.

By Brock Weir

A 32-year-old Aurora man is facing 
manslaughter charges following the drug-
related death of  a 23-year-old last June. 

“On June 8, 2019, York Regional Police 
were called to a residence in the area of  
Stone Road and Bayview Avenue after a 
23-year-old man was found deceased,” 
said York Regional Police Constable 
Laura Nicolle. “York Regional Police 
began an investigation into the death and 
learned the victim had died as a result 
of  the use of  drugs laced with fentanyl. 
Officers continued the investigation and 
determined the identity of  the dealer who 
sold the drugs to the victim.”

32-year-old Stanley Silvera of  Aurora 
was charged Thursday, February 6, 
with manslaughter and trafficking of  a 
Schedule 1 substance. The charges have 
not been proven.

“This is one of  several recent 
investigations where an individual has 
been charged with manslaughter in York 
Region after a death has occurred as a 
result of  fentanyl,” said Constable Nicolle. 
“It is now well-known that fentanyl has 
caused thousands of  deaths across Canada. 
Anyone trafficking, sharing or providing or 
lacing other drugs with fentanyl is putting 
the lives of  others at risk and can expect to 
face serious criminal consequences.”

The York Regional Police is one of  
several community partners behind the 
York Region Opioid Action Plan, along 
with York Region Public Health. The 
plan was drafted with feedback from those 
with lived experience with opioid use and 
focuses on prevention, harm reduction, 
treatment, first response and enforcement.

“Opioids are usually prescribed to treat 
pain, cough and opioid addiction,” they 
say. “Examples include fentanyl, morphine, 
methadone, oxycodone, codeine and 
hydromorphone. Even when taken as 
prescribed, opioids can lead to dependence 

or addiction. At high doses, opioids can 
also lead to overdose and death. Opioids 
can be obtained illegally with varying and 
unpredictable levels of  toxicity.

For example, illegal fentanyl is sold in 
many forms including patch, powder, pill 
and liquid and with inconsistent potency. 
Other illegal drugs such as cocaine or 
heroin can be contaminated with fentanyl 
resulting in unexpected exposure to 
opioids and/ or making them more toxic, 
increasing the risk of  overdose and death.

“Opioid overdoses happen to those 
who are opioid dependent, first time users, 
youth, adults and older adults. People 
who use opioids as prescribed and those 
who misuse them can experience opioid 
harms. In addition to overdoses and 
loss of  life, other opioid impacts include 
dependence or addiction, hospitalization, 
lost productivity, enforcement costs dealing 
with illegal opioids, infectious diseases 
commonly associated with substance use, 
psychological trauma experienced by 
first responders and others who witness 
overdoses and devastation to families and 
friends who lose loved ones.

“Managing the opioid crisis has 
become a priority for governments, non-
governmental organizations, health and 
safety agencies and communities. Solutions 
require multi-sector coordination and 
collaboration, commitment, evidence-
based action and involvement from those 
with lived experience.”

Anyone with information on this 
incident is asked to contact the York 
Regional Police #1 District Criminal 
Investigations Bureau at 1-866-876-5423 
x7141. Anyone with information on the 
trafficking of  fentanyl is asked to contact 
the Organized Crime Bureau – Guns, 
Gangs & Drug Enforcement Unit at 
1-866-876-5423 x7817, or call Crime 
Stoppers anonymously at 1-800-222-
TIPS. Anonymous tips can also be left 
online at 1800222tips.com.

Aurora man charged with manslaughter following 
fentanyl death near Bayview and Stone Road

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

Are you ever asked a perfectly 
simple question, one where, at first 
listen, you’re sure you have the perfect 
answer that will address all the points 
raised – only to find that as soon as you 
open up your mouth, the once-perfect 
answer has somehow escaped you?

Regular readers of  this column 
know that I am a fan of  one particular 
classic television show, along with 
everyone who came together just at 
the right time to capture lightning in 
a bottle.

A few weeks ago, at a small gathering 
held at a friend’s house, one of  the 
attendees who was perfectly aware of  
my “fandom” asked just how I became 
such an ardent admirer of  both the 
television show and, more importantly, 
its redheaded star.

“Ah-ha!” I thought, my brain telling 
me that I had a two-hour TED talk on 
the tip of  my tongue, one that would 
surely make this individual a convert 
and serve to plant the seeds of  a 
fandom even greater than my own. 

“Well,” I began, before pausing 
indefinitely.

I had several answers ready to roll, 
but, in the moment – and maybe it 
was the pressure of  such an intimate 
gathering, or a feeling that something 
so dear to my heart was set for scrutiny 
– they all seemed woefully inadequate.

Did I want to focus on the star’s 
trailblazing career, one which saw her 
rise from a chorus girl to arguably the 
very first female studio mogul? It was a 
start, but anyone with an appreciation 
of  classic film and television already 
knows that story.

Did I want to focus on the style of  
comedy offered on screen, one which 
still serves as a blueprint for today’s 
entertainers? Maybe, but that is 
evident for all to see, if  one takes the 
time to look.

Would it be better if  I focused on 
what the show and its star meant to me 
personally, paying particular focus to 
the hugely positive benefits both have 
had on me as a person, as unlikely as it 
seems? That probably would have been 
as good a lead as any, but it wouldn’t 
really have the universal impact I was 
looking for.

At a multi-pronged fork in the 
road, I babbled something which, in 
retrospect, was probably a little bit 
rambling. When I was finished, I had 
little idea of  what I said, but I knew 
that whatever it was failed to capture 

my true feelings.
I was reminded of  this on Sunday 

night while watching the 92nd annual 
Academy Awards.

While much of  the focus coming 
out of  last week’s ceremony is rightly 
focused on the milestone win of  the 
South Korean film Parasite, the first 
foreign language film to ever nab the 
Best Picture trophy, an accolade I 
enthusiastically agree with, I would 
like to take a moment to discuss Renee 
Zellweger’s Best Actress speech.

Ms. Zellweger, after a relatively 
long absence from high-profile feature 
films, returned to our screens in a big 
way, debuting her portrayal of  Judy 
Garland at the Toronto International 
Film Festival last September. Having 
attended the second TIFF screening 
the morning after the big premiere, I 
have been rooting for her sympathetic 
and heartfelt portrayal of  The Wizard 
of  Oz star in the final year of  her 
troubled life.

Her portrayal wasn’t without its 
controversy; while critics almost 
universally lauded her performance, 
the most ardent of  Judy Garland fans 
took umbrage that Ms. Zellweger, 
who bears little physical or vocal 
resemblance to the star, had the gall to 
take on the challenge.

But, the Academy spoke, and she 
took the stage with a particularly 
poignant observation.

“This past year of  conversations 
celebrating Judy Garland across 
generations, across cultures, has been 
a really cool reminder that our heroes 
unite us, the best among us who inspire 
us to find the best in ourselves,” she 
said. “When they unite us, we look 
to our heroes, we agree, and that 
matters. Neil Armstrong, Sally Ride, 
Dolores Huerta, Venus and Serena, 
and Selena, Bob Dylan, Scorsese, 
Fred Rogers, Harriet Tubman. We 
agree on our teachers and we agree 

on our courageous men and women in 
uniform who serve. We agree on our 
First Responders and firefighters. We 
celebrate our heroes. We’re reminded 
of  who we are as one people, united. 

“Now, Judy Garland did not receive 
this honour in her time [but] I am 
certain this moment is an extension 
of  the celebration of  her legacy that 
began on our film set, and it is also 
representative of  the fact of  her 
legacy of  unique exceptionalism and 
inclusivity and generosity of  spirit 
[that] transcends any one artistic 
achievement.”

While my star in question is not 
Judy Garland, I found that Zellweger’s 
remarks perfectly encapsulated what 
I felt when asked that question a 
few weeks ago – and I suspect this 
is a feeling many of  us share for our 
“teachers”, however we define the 
term. 

But I also think she 
underscored something we’re 
increasingly losing sight of. 
Look to the political disarray that 
is currently the hallmark of  the 
government to our south.

Look to the political situation 
here at home – both at Queen’s Park 
and Ottawa – where the business of  
government, including who should 
form that government, is becoming an 
increasingly personal matter, focusing 
on the individual flaws of  whoever you 
define as your opponent versus what 
you plan to bring (or are currently 
bringing) to the table as an alternative.

Look to our own day-to-day personal 
lives where we seem to give inordinate 
weight to the faceless profiles on 
various social media platforms and 
website comment sections.

We are all too often focused on the 
issues – and personalities – which serve 
to divide us, and sometimes serve to 
divide us by design. As a consequence, 
we’re becoming increasingly distant 
and removed from the heroes among 
us who have the potential to serve as 
unifying forces, those individuals who 
transcend the myriad artificial divides 
that are once again becoming all too 
commonplace, the individuals who 
perform great works that benefit us 
all, whether their platform is local, 
provincial, national and international.

They are still out there, doing 
what they do best, and it is our job 
to reconnect with them – and move 
forward together. 

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Seeking Your Heroes

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com. 
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Main number 905-727-3300  •  Fax number  905-727-2620

Subscriptions available within Canada and U.S.
email: administration@auroran.com

Founder 
Ron Wallace  

Publisher Emeritus 
Rosemary Schumaker 

EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors  
and letter writers are not necessarily those of  The  
Auroran. Letters must include name and 
phone number, although number will not be  
published. Letters may be edited or refused. All  
contents protected by copyright.

ADVERTISING POLICY
Publisher is not liable for slight changes or  
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of  an  
advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the  
attention of  the publisher prior to the following edition. 

Aurora’s Community Newspaper 

The Auroran Newspaper Company Ltd. 
15213 Yonge Street, Suite 8, Aurora, L4G 1L8 

ADVERTISING
Rachael Magee
rachael@lpcmedia.ca

EDITOR
Brock Weir
brock@auroran.com

GENERAL MANAGER
Zach Shoub
zach@auroran.com

TODAYS NEW HOMES
Zach Shoub
zach@auroran.com

CLASSIFIEDS
905-727-3300 ex.102
cynthiap@lpcmedia.ca

MOTORING
Heather Erwin
heather@caledoncitizen.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Cynthia Proctor
cynthiap@lpcmedia.ca

PHOTOGRAPHY
Glenn Rodger
grodger@rogers.com

ADVERTISING
Zach Shoub
zach@lpcmedia.ca

ADVERTISING
Doug Sherritt 
doug@lpcmedia.ca

ADVERTISING
Diane Buchanan
diane@auroran.com

To submit a letter to the editor, 
please send your email 
to letters@auroran.com
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THE AURORANTHE AURORANTHE AURORAN

(Re: Town should “enhance” diversity 
and inclusion in workplace:  
Councillor Kim, February 6)

I find it quite surprising that 
Councillors bring this issue up about 
what to do to promote diversity and 
inclusion and what action to take is 
available in the city.

The Town of  Aurora joined the 
Coalition of  Canadian Municipalities 
Against Racism and Discrimination 
established by the Canadian 
Commission for UNESCO back in 
2009. (I did the deputation then as a 
member the Commission)

Most municipalities in York Region 
are members.

Today, over 70 cities in Canada 
belong to the Coalition.

The project was started by UNESCO 
in 2005 after the UN World Conference 
against Racism and Discrimination in 
Durban, South Africa in 2001.

UNESCO established three global 
sections; Canada and the U.S are part 
of  the Europe. 

It is accepted that most people, 
where private or public, interact at 
the municipal level and issues of  
discrimination and racism are prevalent 
at that level.

There are 10 different action plans 
that are provided a city to promote 
diversity and provide opportunity for 
all citizens for equal treatment and 
enhance a cohesive community.

Contacting the Canadian commission 
for UNESCO can provide the city with 
an update on the action plans that can 
be reviewed and implemented. 

Art Hagopian
Aurora

UNESCO plans could help 
Aurora address diversity 
and inclusion

Reader offers his “two 
cents” on Ward Review

I thought I would add my two cents 
on the Town of  Aurora’s Electoral 
System Review.

I worked for the city of  Toronto for 
30 years and when some of  my clients 
needed help and would reach out to 
their Councillors, the problem was 
and still is, that many would not return 
phone calls or emails. 

So, basically, like any government 
service, you could reach whomever 
would respond.

A good friend of  mine got her 
problem resolved by then-Councillor 
Rob Ford, who, in some ways, would try 
and help whoever.

As his ward was Scarborough and 
she lived roughly in the Jane Street area, 
as her Councillor never responded, 
she reached out to him and was very 
successful.

And I was good friend with some 
Councillors in Toronto at the time.

I would contact them for assistance 
for people as several never, ever returned 
calls or emails.

And if  it was voted against in last 
election, I’m not sure why Aurora 
Council wants to push it through.

I personally don’t think it will matter.

Anthony Garramone
Aurora
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Sweet February Leap Year,

This is our grace year, as I live

Quick now! This foolish heart of mine,

Seize thy prerogative! 

-  Walter De La Mare

Ok, you can call me a sentimental 
fool; yes, I love Valentines and I love 
chocolate. I love everything Valentines, 
showing every day someone you care 
but making it extra special for that 
someone, even yourself. So, please don’t 
wait, go buy that chocolate and enjoy, 
and when you do, think of  me sharing 
in that yummy joy.

Here is what I would like you all 
to do, look in your memory box or 
photograph album — yes, not on your 
iPhones – for a picture of  yourself  
when you were about ten. Make sure 
you look happy. Take it out and put it in 
a nice lovely frame and look at it every 
day. Send love to that boy or girl.  Take 
a moment and travel back in time and 
see yourself  at school, at home. Can 
you imagine the street you lived on, the 
house or the apartment that you spent 
doing your homework, time with your 
best friend? What was the best thing 
you can remember about that time? 

That time was probably the last time 
you really trusted yourself. You had 
your own opinions about things and 
you weren’t swayed by your parents or 
your friends! You really trusted your 
own instincts! I know that boy or girl has 
grown up into a beautiful human being 
and that picture of  you will remind you 

to be happy with who you are!
This month is Leap Year, an extra day 

of  grace. This day won’t come again 
for another four years, so, live it up my 
friend, be happy and smile, smile, smile!

Here is your prayer to read out 
loud with boldness, written by a writer 
named Marjorie Holmes, called Just for 
today!

Oh, God, give me grace for this day, 
not for a lifetime, nor for next week, nor

for tomorrow, just for this day.
Direct my thoughts and bless them. 

Direct my work and bless it. Direct the 
things I say and give them blessing too.

Direct and bless everything that 
I think and speak and do. So that for 
this one day, just this one day, I have 
the gift of  grace that comes from your 
presence… 

We must always have a grateful heart 
and try not to worry about tomorrow.  
Live for today, live it with gratitude 
and yes, you will see the world through 
rose-colored glasses.  No one escapes 
challenges, no matter what age you are, 

but there is always a light at the end of  
the tunnel, always a rainbow after it 
rains, always flowers grow in the spring.

So, this month, love yourself  first 
and look at that adorable picture of  
yourself.  You are still a kid at heart, 
remember that. Have fun this month; 
you may even try something new. Oh 
wow, wouldn’t that be awesome? Hey, 
we all get one crack at the bat, so make 
the most of  it.

Happy Valentines to all our readers!

HAPPENINGS AT THE 
SENIORS’ CENTRE

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS. 
Membership renewals have taken 
place in December and January. If  you 
haven’t renewed your membership, you 
won’t be able to sign in; therefore, see 
Reception and they will help you.

LET’S GET ACQUAINTED 
Periodically the Aurora Seniors’ 

Association invites new members to 
a Let’s Get Acquainted session where 
you are told about the history of  
the building, and the activities that 
are offered. Coffee and cookies are 
available and you are taken on a tour 
of  the building after the session, if  you 
so wish. The next Let’s Get Acquainted 
meeting is Wednesday, February 19.

SAVE THE DATE 
The annual Spring Sale of  the 

Aurora Seniors Association will be held 
on Sunday, April 26. Keep that date 
in mind if  you are downsizing or just 
trying to get rid of  something.

THIS WEEK’S NEW POLL

By Michelle Johnson
Collections & Exhibitions Coordinator

Aurora Museum & Archives 
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Previous poll results
Are you taking any extra precautions in light of the coronavirus?

CHRISTINE'S 
CHRONICLES

Christine Elliott, MPP 
Newmarket-Aurora

Investing in Local Agencies for Children and 
Families in Newmarket-Aurora 

The “Rocket” 
Visit that 

Never Was 

SENIOR
SCAPE
Christina Doyle

46%
YES NO

54%

www.theauroran.com

Should Council lift one-way traffic  
restrictions on Centre Street?

Yes   No  Unsure

This Valentine’s Day card was delivered  
on February 11, 1911, and reads:

As your Member of  Provincial 
Parliament, I would like to take 
some time to highlight an exciting 
announcement in our community.

On February 7, I joined Minister Jill 
Dunlop at Kevin’s Place to announce 
$334,000 for repairs and upgrades at 
local agencies in Newmarket-Aurora.

This investment is part of  the 
annual Partner Facility Renewal 
program, that provides funding to 
help agencies maintain their buildings, 
so they can focus on providing vital 
services for people who need them 
most. This funding will ensure that 
our community has access to quality 
emergency housing services when they 
need it most. This includes:

• $134,400 for Kevin’s Place 
Youth Shelter to maintain and 
upgrade their facilities.

• $194,000 for Yellow Brick 
House in Aurora to upgrade 
their HVAC system, renovate 
their accessible washrooms, 
make repairs to the kitchen and 
undertake an audit to prepare 

for compliance with accessibility 
standards. 

• $6,000 for Community Living 
Newmarket Aurora District to 
install a security system.

These agencies provide invaluable 
services to our community and help 
those who need it most. Kevin’s 
Place Youth Shelter’s emergency 
housing services offers a supportive 
environment for up to 12 male youth 
at a time. Many individual lives have 
been turned around by the counselling, 
wisdom and warm welcome they 
received at Kevin’s Place.

Yellow Brick House has been 
offering shelter, counselling and crisis 
services to abused women and their 
children since 1978. 

Community Living Newmarket-
Aurora has been supporting Ontarians 
with different intellectual abilities in a 
variety of  ways since 1954. It is a true 
community agency, formed from the 
ground up by people who recognized 
a gap in services and acted to fill it.

Helping our community partners 
maintain and upgrade their buildings 
is an important part of  keeping the 
people of  Newmarket-Aurora safe. 
These investments will ensure that 
our community has access to quality 
emergency housing services. They will 
also help agencies maintain capacity, 
while providing better services for 
people with developmental disabilities, 
women and children experiencing 
domestic violence, Indigenous people 
and children with mental health needs.

For additional information on this 
funding program, please call me at my 
community office, 905-853-9889.

February is a significant month for junior 
hockey: it signals the end of  the regular 
season and the final push for a spot in the 
playoffs. During my recent travels back to 
1965, I discovered that Aurora’s connection 
between the month of  February and minor 
hockey is one of  fateful twists and unwieldly 
flames. 

In mid-January 1965, it was announced 
that the one and only Maurice “Rocket” 
Richard – of  Montreal Canadiens fame – 
would referee the February 19 Pee-Wee and 
Bantam games at Yonge Street’s Aurora 
Memorial Arena.

Not long after it was announced, there 
was a scheduling change and it was decided 
that The Rocket would instead referee the 
February 26 games. What appeared to be a 
simple scheduling adjustment, pushing the 
Rocket’s appearance back one week, was 
actually a twist of  fate.

To celebrate the February 26 arrival of  
Rocket Richard, Council proclaimed it 
Minor Hockey Week and the schedule for 
the main event was set: the evening would 
start at 7 p.m. and The Rocket would referee 
the Aurora Forester Squirts playoff  game 
followed by an all-star game between the 
Aurora and Richmond Hill Peewee teams. It 
was shaping up to be a successful fundraiser 
and an incredible celebration of  minor 
hockey in Aurora – until tragedy struck. 

At 1 a.m. on February 25, 1965, one day 
before Rocket Richard was due to arrive, 
Constable Dwayne Lougheed discovered 
that the Aurora Memorial Arena was 
ablaze. He quickly called in the Aurora Fire 
Department who were aided by fire fighters 
from Newmarket and King. Hours later, 
once the smoke cleared, it was obvious that 
the Arena was a total loss. Thankfully, no one 
was injured. 

A rumor began to circulate that a 
cigarette, tossed away by a careless smoker, 
was the cause of  the fire. In a cruel twist of  
fate, what was supposed to be the kick-off  to 
Minor Hockey Week actually marked the 
beginning of  a two-year drought where no 
indoor hockey games were played in Aurora. 
The Rocket’s appearance was postponed 
indefinitely. 

The fire affected all of  the minor hockey 
teams and the majority of  players had their 
equipment destroyed by the blaze. What 
followed was a testament to the generosity of  
the local hockey community: the Markham 
Jr. B team loaned their equipment to the 
Tigers for the rest of  the season, surrounding 
communities offered to host Aurora’s home 
games, and various sponsors stepped up to 
provide new equipment for Aurora’s minor 
hockey players. 

The devastating fire prompted a discussion 
about building a new facility – one that would 
be multipurpose and state of  the art.

After many heated debates, a site just 
south of  Aurora Heights Drive and east of  
Aurora Heights Public School was selected as 
the future home for the Aurora Community 
Centre.

On February 26, 1967, exactly two years 
after Rocket Richard was supposed to visit 
Aurora, the Tigers played their first game at 
the brand new Aurora Community Centre.

Although Rocket Richard was not one of  
the 1,467 people in attendance, the Tigers 
pounced on the visiting Georgetown Raiders, 
defeating them 5-1.  

The Aurora Museum & Archives is 
celebrating… Valentine’s Day! (February 14)

Dear Chester:
How does it feel to be four years old?  
Be sure and write me a letter.
Katie
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CUSTOM 
NEW KITCHENS

Call or email us today info@cabinetmagic.ca

PROFESSIONAL 
DESIGN SERVICES 
PERSPECTIVE DRAWINGS

CABINET 
REFACING

Call 905-954-0967      416-479-0415      705-797-4853
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1100 Gorham St., Unit #20 Newmarket

Visit Our Showroom

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

CANADIAN 
MADE

Quartz Counters | Vanity Cabinets | Tile Flooring  & Backsplash 
Hardwood, Vinyl & Cork Flooring | Sinks, Faucets and Range Hoods 

The bitterness of poor 
quality is remembered 
long after the sweetness 
of a low price has 
faded from memoryServicing the 

GTA for 30 
Years

Follow us:

MagicCabinetCM
www.cabinetmagic.ca

FEBRUARY SPECIAL
15% OFF

CABINET REFACING 

10% OFF
NEW KITCHENS

By Brock Weir

A bound tome of  serial numbers 
assigned to Canadian-made pianos 
through the ages probably doesn’t 
sound like the most romantic of  
objects, but it did the trick for Aurora’s 
Steve Falk.

Steve was bound for Prince Edward 
County to meet the parents of  his 
girlfriend, Jane Taylor – a bottle of  
champagne under one arm, and the 
unlikely book under the other.

The young couple had a secret all 
their own: they were engaged to be 
married.

“That night, I took my mum into 
one room for a chat and Steve took my 
dad into the other room,” says Jane, 
before planting her tongue firmly in 
cheek. “He handed my dad the book 
and said, ‘Here, this book for your 
daughter.’ I think there was a caveat, 
but yes, that was my dowry!”

Laughter fills the air as Jane and 
Steve recall their courtship some 25 
years on.

Theirs is a relationship which has 
its foundation in arts and culture and 
it is a ribbon that has wound its way 
inextricably through their lives – and 
into the lives of  their two daughters, 
Sally and Lily.

Steve, a passionate musician in 
his spare time, moved to Aurora as a 
toddler, growing up in a house filled 
with music. Jane, an accomplished 
clarinet player, came from a similar 
home environment, one where sitting 
around the kitchen table belting 
out one’s favourite Broadway hits – 
regardless of  talent or tune – was the 
norm.

When a mutual friend invited Steve 
to a party promising “smokin’ hot 

babes” he wasn’t expecting to meet 
his life partner. Nor did Jane. In fact, 
despite spending a good portion of  
the evening together, the relationship 
almost failed to get off  the launch pad.

“It took a couple of  days for us to 
get together,” recalls Steve. “The joke 
generally is I didn’t return the call 
quickly, but it wasn’t the day of  texting 
where you had to text in the next hour 
or anything like that, but it was lovely.”

Adds Jane: “He called and I said, 
‘Steve? Steve who?’ After all, I had my 
dignity.”

Their first real date was at a book 
launch. That sealed the deal. And 
nearly a quarter-century on, and 
firmly settled in Aurora, the couple has 
dedicated their lives – professional and 
personal – to fostering Aurora’s Arts 
and Culture Scene.

Steve, the owner of  local business 
Prime Data, is a familiar face to 
local music numbers, the frontman 
of  Soul Benefit, a local band which 
dedicates its time, talent and effort 
performing free-of-charge for local 
charitable endeavours and non-profit 
organizations. 

If  you have ever set foot in the 
Aurora Cultural Centre, you’re likely to 
have met Jane Taylor, the arts entity’s 
Communications & Events Manager.

As they share their careers and 
passions in arts and culture, it’s 
evident they both believe giving back 
to their community in this way was 
unavoidable.

Before joining the Aurora Cultural 
Centre team at its inception 10 years 
ago this year, Jane was involved with 
the Aurora Public Library Board and 
the Aurora Film Circuit. Meanwhile, 
Steve was making a name for himself  
with his band the Thursday Night Jam 
Band, a precursor to Soul Benefit. 

Couple brought together by arts and culture shares 
love with community

“I remember people talking about 
committees that were being formed to 
study the feasibility of  a cultural centre 
and I wanted to get involved,” says 
Steve. “At the time, we had a regular 
band that was playing around Town, 
so I remember getting involved and 
getting excited [that] the old building 
on Church that had been ‘junk’ for 
years and thinking, they’re going to 
refurbish it and put a cultural centre in 
there? It’s going to be five streets away 
from where I live, so I was excited 
about it right from the first notes.”

Adds Jane: “In my professional 
life at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
I sometimes find myself  sitting [at 
a concert] and I think, ‘I look like a 
grinning fool’ because I spend as much 
time looking over the audience as I do 
onto the stage because I am watching 
people to see how they are reacting. 

I program music at the Centre, but 
the joy I feel is compounded not only 
because it is music I already love, but 
because it is that collective experience. 
That is the theme that wends its way 
through film, through the dances that 
you put together, sitting together in a 
concert hall full of  people who have 
never experienced this particular 
band before and can’t believe it – it is 
indescribable joy bringing people into 
that circle and that is really what it is.

“It is that ability to express yourself  
however you want artistically in your 
community. For us, we have the luxury 
that it intermeshes our professional and 
personal lives. That is pretty great that 
we can live and work in a community 
and intermesh these personal and 
professional interest in the arts. I think 
it is a rare bird and we both feel pretty 
lucky about that.”

Jane Taylor and Steve Falk have worked diligently to encourage arts and culture throughout 
Aurora. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Presents 

 

“A NIGHT AT THE OPERA”
Saturday, February 22 - 8:00 PM 

at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora...79 Victoria St.
Sunday,    February 23-  7:30 PM 

at Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts. 10268 Yonge St.

Join us for a concert of opera favourites. Come share this memorable 
performance featuring the greatest overtures and arias from the world of opera.  

Experience the splendour of voice and orchestra as only Opera can express.

The program includes music from Puccin – La Boheme, La Rondine, 
Tosca, Verdi – La Traviata, Mozart – La Clemenza di Tito, Mascagni 

– Cavalleria Rusticana, Lehar.  –  The Merry Widow, Rossini – La Cenerentola, 
Barber of Seville, and Donizetti...La fi lles du regiment.

Tickets:  Saturday : Adults $30, Seniors $25, Students $15 
                 Sunday:   Adults $32, Seniors $27, Students $15

For Saturday concert call: York Symphony at 
(647) 849-8403 www.yorksymphony.ca

For Sunday concert call: Richmond Hill Centre at: 
(905) 787-8811  OR ONLINE: www.rhcentre.ca

www.hyundaiofaurora.ca

WELCOME TO "THE NEW" AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES

905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora
SERVICE & PARTS • OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
7:30AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-NOON
EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS
WEDNESDAY • 7:30AM-8PM

905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora Wellington St.
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NO-CHARGE
ALL-WHEEL

DRIVE▼

ON ALL KONA, TUCSON AND SANTA FE MODELS

DON’T PAY FOR 
90 DAYS^

Based on monthly payment frequency. On promotional finance purchases of new Hyundai 
vehicles, with the exception of the down payment, if applicable^^.  Restrictions apply.

ON ALL HYUNDAI MODELS

Hurry, offers end March 2nd!

◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2020 Kona 2.0L Essential FWD/2020 Tucson 2.0L Essential FWD/2020 Santa Fe 2.4L Essential FWD with an annual lease rate of 2.99%/1.99%/1.99%. Total lease obligation is $14,055/$16,426/$21,770. Weekly lease payment of $60/$70/$75 for a 48/48/60-month walk-away lease. 
Down payment of $1,495/$1,795/$2,195 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,810/$1,810/$1,910, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Lease offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. 
Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. ▼No-Charge All-Wheel Drive Offer: Purchase or lease a new 2020 Kona/2020 Tucson/2020 Santa Fe, and you will be entitled to a $2,000/$2,000/$2,000 factory-to-dealer credit for cash purchases or lease or finance at Smart Rates (non-
promotional rates). The factory-to-dealer credit of $2,000 is equivalent to the No-Charge All-Wheel Drive offer. The manufacturer’s estimated retail value for 2020 Kona/2020 Tucson/2020 Santa Fe is $2,000/$2,000/$2,000. Factory-to-dealer credit applies before taxes. Offer cannot be combined or used in conjunction with any other available credits. Offer is 
non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Ask your dealer for details. ^0 payments (payment deferral) for 90 days is available on promotional finance offers of in-stock 2019/2020 Hyundai models. Payment deferral applies only to promotional finance offers on approved credit. If the payment deferral offer is selected, the original term of the 
finance contract will be extended by 2 months (60 days). Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. will pay the interest during the first 2 months (60 days) of the finance contract, after which the purchaser will pay all principal and interest owing in equal installments over the remaining term of the contract. Payments on finance contracts are paid in arrears. ^^For finance contracts 
payable on a weekly and bi-weekly basis, purchasers who select the payment deferral offer may have to make their first weekly or bi-weekly payment sooner than 90 days from purchase. Down payments are not subject to the payment deferral offer and are due on the date the contract is signed. Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. reserves the right to amend or terminate 
this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. Ask your dealer for details. ♦Price of model shown: 2020 Kona Ultimate AWD Tangerine Comet/2020 Tucson Ultimate AWD Aqua Blue/2020 Santa Fe Ultimate Turbo AWD Scarlet Red is $34,392/$40,192/$47,492. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of 
$1,810/$1,810/$1,910, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. ◊▼^♦^^Offers available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes 
freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer cannot be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive 
Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions. ±Certain restrictions apply. Customers must present their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase to receive special price discount off their purchase. Program subject to change or cancellation without 
notice. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com/military or see dealer for complete details. ∇Android Auto™ is compatible with Android phones running Android Lollipop or newer. Android Auto may not be available on all devices and may not be available in all countries or regions. Additional apps may be required. Visit www.android.com for further details and any applicable 
limitations. Android and Android Auto are trademarks of Google Inc. ‡Apple CarPlay™ works with iPhone 5s, iPhone 5c, iPhone 5 and later models running the latest version of iOS 7 and above. Apple CarPlay™ may not be available on all devices and may not be available in all countries or regions. Visit www.apple.com for further details and any applicable limitations. 
Apple and Apple CarPlay are trademarks of Apple Inc. ™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. For further details, terms and conditions visit www.hyundaicanada.com/buyright or your local dealer. 

hyundaicanada.com

Dealers may charge additional fees for administration 
of up to $499. Charges may vary by dealer.

Active and veteran military personnel receive up to
$750 in price adjustments±. 

hyundaicanada.com/military

2020 KONA
Lease the 2.0L Essential 

FWD for only At For

months with 
$1,495 down◊

Weekly
2.99% 48 $60

OR  

GET 
NO-CHARGE 
ALL-WHEEL 

DRIVE▼
 

on all 2020 Kona models. 
$2,000 price adjustment 

on cash purchase.
Heated 
front seats

7.0" touch-screen 
with Android AutoTM∇ 
and Apple CarPlayTM‡

Power-heated side 
mirrors with turn 
signal indicators

Includes:

2020 TUCSON
Lease the 2.0L Essential 

FWD for only At For

months with 
$1,795 down◊

Weekly
1.99% 48 $70

Heated 
front seats

Lane Departure 
Warning with Lane 
Keeping Assist

Forward Collision-
Avoidance Assist

Includes:

OR  

GET 
NO-CHARGE 
ALL-WHEEL 

DRIVE▼
 

on all 2020 Tucson models. 
$2,000 price adjustment 

on cash purchase.

2020 SANTA FE
Lease the 2.4L Essential 

FWD for only At For

months with 
$2,195 down◊

Weekly
1.99% 60 $75

Heated 
front seats

Heated leather-wrapped 
steering wheel

Rear Occupant 
Alert

Includes:

OR  

GET 
NO-CHARGE 
ALL-WHEEL 

DRIVE▼
 

on all 2020 Santa Fe models. 
$2,000 price adjustment 

on cash purchase.

Visit us at the 2020 Canadian International AutoShow from February 14th to 23rd to explore the Hyundai lineup in person and learn about our exclusive offers.

Ultimate model shown ♦ Ultimate model shown ♦ Ultimate model shown ♦
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DEMO 
SALES 
EVENT
ON ALL MONTH

DROP IN TO SEE THE SAVINGS
MEET “KONA” OUR 

CUSTOMER CARE AMBASSADOR

THE ALL NEW 
HYUNDAI VENUE 
IS NOW IN STOCK 
AND AVAILABLE

Family Day brings Fire & Ice to Town Park for  
Arctic Adventure

By Brock Weir

Fire and ice are poles apart, but 
they are coming together once again 
to warm hearts on a cold February 
day as the Town of  Aurora hosts 
Arctic Adventure this Family Day.

Hosted at Town Park on February 
17, Arctic Adventure will offer a full 
day of  family-friendly activities from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Taking advantage of  the “fire” 
theme, activities include a bonfire, 
a fire show, and a chance to nip 
indoors for hot chocolate inside 
The Armoury, a feature offered by 
Niagara College. On the icier side 
of  things, Arctic Adventure revellers 
will have the chance to enjoy outdoor 
skating, mini-snow tubing, a number 
of  winter games, and the ever-
popular Battle of  the Chainsaws 
professional ice carving competition. 

Live entertainment at the Town 
Park Bandshell kicks off  at 10.30 
a.m., running throughout the day, 
with Dawn Dreams, a contemporary 
circus artist specializing in myriad 
circus crafts, including contact 
juggling. At 11.30 a.m. the Speaking 
of  Wildlife show will take place, 
giving families the chance to get 
an up-close look at such animals as 
foxes, owls, and other birds of  prey.

At the noon-hour, the fun will be 
handed over to the “Ice Age” where 
you will get a chance to break up 
frozen blocks of  ice to free a keepsake 
toy animal.

The Battle of  the Chainsaws will 
take place at 12.30 and 2.15 p.m., 
and, in between, the FireGuy will 
take the stage to show how he set 
the Guinness World Record in Fire 
Eating.

Closing out the live entertainment 
at 3 p.m. will be Bex in Motion, a 

professional hula hoop entertainer 
who has turned her craft into an art 
form.

“I am really attracted to the 
extremes meeting one another,” 
says Shelley Ware, Special Events 
Supervisor for the Town of  Aurora. 
“Representing winter with the ice 
carvings, it is cold and beautiful, but 
fire is the extreme opposite element 
and we get to celebrate both in the 
same setting. These experiences 
are both mesmerizing and magical. 
There truly is something for 
everybody and I think the hardest 
thing to do at this event is choose 
where you want to be at any given 
point in time. Not only is the day 
scheduled back to back to back 
with awesomeness, there are also 
inflatables, Body Zorbs, a mini-
snow tube run, a mock curling rink 
and ice fishing.

“New this year, with The Armoury 
being open, we’re really proud they 
are going to have a pop-up café with 
hot chocolate and pastry dishes to 
choose from. It will be the perfect 
warming station for people as they 
tour throughout the event – and for 
them to check out the Armoury if  
they haven’t already had the chance 
to do so.

“With the beautiful amenities 
they provide, it will enable us to 
expand programming in the future 
– not only expand programming, 
but also expand it differently. Since 
they have been opened, this will be 
the first with an event being held at 
the same grounds. With this time 
around with Arctic Adventure, 
we’re excited to do the pop-up café, 
learn more about what draws people 
to it, and next year we do have 
aggressive plans to expand further 
programming within the Armoury.”

At the end of  the day, the Town of  

Aurora’s annual Arctic Adventure is 
about providing opportunities for 
families to reconnect, both within 
the nuclear family and with families 
across town, however “family” is 
defined.

“Whether you have young 
children or whether you’re an adult 
with other adults, come on down 
and still check it out because it is 
not just about the kids; it’s Family 
Day and it is about the community 

coming together as a family,” 
says Ms. Ware. “Whether that is 
defined as the nuclear family or the 
community, it is truly the place to be 
on Monday, February 17. It is also a 
great excuse to stay active, but also 
celebrate the outdoors.”

For more information about the 
Town’s 2020 Arctic Adventure, 
including a full schedule of  activities 
and performances, visit aurora.ca/
arcticadventure.
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.
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& FINANCE
BUSINESS

Annual Mayor's Luncheon
Presented by the Aurora Chamber of Commerce

Royal Venetian
$50 Members, $60 Non-Members
$400 Table of 8

Wednesday, February 19, 2020
11:30am to 2:00pm

www.aurorachamber.on.ca/events-calendar

Thank you to our sponsors!

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © 2019 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 19_90409_H7L_004

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Concerned about  
market volatility?
Get a professional second opinion  
on your investment portfolio

In volatile markets, there are three questions every investor  
should ask themselves:

1.  Do I know the downside risks in my portfolio?

2.   Does my financial plan account for uncontrollable risk like 
market corrections?

3.   Will my income needs be met if my portfolio drops in value?

If you’ve answered “no” to any of the above or aren’t sure, contact 
Brendan Black today for a complimentary consultation on your 
investment portfolio and financial plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

Ontario invests nearly $1.2 million on  
Industrial Parkway, Vandorf improvements

By Brock Weir

The Province is set to invest nearly 
$1.2 million in the reconstruction of  
Industrial Parkway South and Vandorf  
Sideroad over the next two years.

The investment was formally 
announced by Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill MPP Michael Parsa at 
Aurora Town Hall last week.

“We’re very exited to get funding 
for our riding,” said Mr. Parsa at 
the announcement, which was also 
attended by Mayor Tom Mrakas and 
Councillor Rachel Gilliland, noting the 
money received by Aurora is part of  
an overall $200 million Province-wide 
investment in infrastructure. “Right 
from the day I got elected, [I said] we 
were going to do everything we can to 
work with our municipal partners to 
improve the relationships and deliver 
for Ontarians every single day. That is 
what we have been doing and that is 
what this announcement is all about.”

The announcement was received 
warmly by Mayor Mrakas who called 
it “exciting news” for Aurora as it 
demonstrates the Province’s “dedication 
to infrastructure in the community.”

“Communities like Aurora depend 
on funding through the Ontario 
Community Infrastructure Fund 
to help us address the critical and 

urgent infrastructure needs facing our 
community,” he said. “These funds 
assist us in relieving some of  the tax 
burden on our residents and it ensures 
we can focus on delivering value to our 
taxpayers.

“The funding provided to the Town 
in 2020, will be used towards road 
reconstruction on Industrial Parkway 
South and Vandorf  Sideroad. These are 
both busy roads that are currently not 
meeting our approved road standards. 
Municipalities today are facing many 
gaps in our ability to keep up with 
aging infrastructure and it is funding 
like this that enables us to deliver the 
services and programs our residents 
expect and deserve. While many of  
these infrastructure projects may be 
considered less than glamourous, they 
are important and necessary.

“Safe and well-maintained roads 
help keep traffic moving and make 
life easier and more convenient for 
residents and visitors. In addition to 
road reconstruction, a portion of  the 
funding will also go towards ongoing 
road maintenance. We are committed 
to making sure all of  our infrastructure 
is maintained to the highest standards 
and we are very grateful to the Province 
for their support. With this funding, we 
look forward to continuing to improve 
our service to better serve the people 
who call Aurora home.”

Aurora’s total allocation of  Provincial 
funding amounts to $1,196,719.

“As your MPP, I am upholding 
my commitment to support our 
local municipalities by creating jobs, 
attracting economic growth and 
investment, and making our community 
the best place to live and grow,” said 
Newmarket-Aurora MPP Christine 
Elliott in a statement, speaking to 
the $1.2 investment in Aurora, as 
well as a further $1.6 investment in 
Newmarket. “This funding will help 

build and repair roads, bridges, water 
and wastewater infrastructure in our 
community.”

Added Laurie Scott, Minister of  
Infrastructure: “This investment 
provides the predictable and stable 
infrastructure funding small, rural 
and northern municipalities have 
asked for. With this OCIF (Ontario 
Community Infrastructure Fund) 
funding, we are working directly with 
our municipal partners to deliver 
community infrastructure.”

Mayor Tom Mrakas and Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MPP Michael Parsa attend last 
week’s funding announcement in the Skylight Gallery.             Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

Getting  
Things Done

Well, that was 
certainly an interesting Regional 
Committee of  the Whole meeting! I had 
put forward two motions for Council 
consideration and they both generated 
quite a bit of  debate. I will speak to them 
separately as there’s a lot to discuss.

The first motion spoke to the need to 
revisit the consideration of  creating a 
Regional fire service.

This isn’t something new. The 
creation of  a Regional Fire Service has 
been discussed at the Regional and local 
level for over 30 years now.

In 1996, the Region created a task 
force, headed by the then Aurora Fire 
Chief  Joe Hunwicks. Despite their 
efforts, the political will was not there at 
the time to ultimately make the decision 
to create a Regional Fire Service.

Since then, there have been a few 
occasions when folks have tried to push 
the issue but again it always died at the 
Regional table. Even at the local level, 
there have been those elected officials 
that have advocated for the creation of  
a Regional fire service such as former 
Newmarket councillor Chris Emanuel, 
but it unfortunately didn’t go anywhere.

Personally, I have always believed that 
a Regional Fire Service makes sense, 
certainly from a service delivery and long-
term cost perspective. Yes, is it true that 
consolidation would have some initial 
costs. But that is the short term.  We, 
as representatives of  our municipalities, 
are here to make decisions that are in 
the best interest of  all our communities 
for the long term. And that is what 
a Regional fire service would do. We 
would see efficiencies over the long term 
as we eliminate duplications and create a 
better, stronger service for the Region as 
a whole. This is ultimately about service 
levels and providing all our residents 

the most effective, 
efficient fire service.

Creating a Regional fire service 
would require a Triple Majority vote 
(this means that the majority of  the 
nine municipalities would have to agree, 
including the majority of  the population 
of  the Region and Regional Council 
would have to say yes as well) and that’s 
a pretty tall order!

That is why the first step of  my 
motion was to have Regional staff  
reach out to the nine municipalities and 
ask for resolutions that state if  they are 
interested in investigating consolidation.

If  they are interested, then Regional 
staff  would look to create a task force 
and begin the investigation on how we 
can move forward with the creation of  
a Regional Fire Service. They’d then 
present Regional Council with all the 
information needed to make a decision.

The debate around the table was 
somewhat interesting.

Starting with Regional Councillor 
Heath who stated that we are wasting 
our time discussing this as Markham is 
a “no”! I find that a somewhat puzzling 
position to take given that Council has 
not been provided with any information 
at all.

The motion spoke to gathering 
information so that Council could make 
an informed decision on this important 
service delivery improvement.

To say ‘no’ to gathering information 
seems at odds to making informed 
decisions.

While some stated that they are not 
in favour of  a Regional Fire Service, I 
was happy to see that the majority of  
Council saw the merit in investigating 
the creation of  a Regional Fire Service.

The motion passed and we are on our 
way with taking the first step.
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AuroraCulturalCentre.ca

AuroraCulturalCentre.caClick

905 713 1818Call

22 Church Street, Aurora L4G 1B4Visit

Janina  
Fialkowska, piano 

B R E V I K  H A L L  P R E S E N T S  G R E A T  A R T I S T  M U S I C  S E R I E S  S E R I E S 

Celebrating  
the Centre’s  

10th Anniversary!

 “…a national treasure...” – The Toronto Star

7:30 pm Concert

6:45 pm Pre-concert talk by broadcaster Rick Phillips

$35 Friday, February 21, 2020 

AuroraCulturalCentre.ca

AuroraCulturalCentre.caClick

905 713 1818Call

22 Church Street, Aurora L4G 1G4Visit

Family Day Concert 
with Matt Gerber 
Lady Bugs and Dandy Lions
Children’s performer Matt Gerber – along with his kazoo, 
ukulele and zany lyrics – will have you giggling and 
humming along with favourites including You’re a Lion, 
Ain’t that Dandy, Dance Little Ladybug & Buzz Off, Mosquito. 

1-4 pm Monday, February 17

Come 
celebrate 
Family Day!

Live Music! • Art Activities! • 10th Anniversary Cake!

Newmarket Theatre
MARQUEETP.COM/TICKETS

5th Annual Charity
Golf Tournament Registered Charity #876749300RR0001

Benefi t t ing Children in  York Region

$225/golfer EARLY BIRD DEAL 
includes a FREE single golf pass with meal to use

before or after the tournament (a $350 value!)
 

($275 after Mar. 14, 2020)

SAT. JUNE 20
at the private Lebovic Golf Club

Register at marqueetp.com

Gourmet Lunch & Dinner, Green Fees,
Golf Cart, Prizes

PRIX FIXE | 4-COURSE DINNER 
Thursday-Saturday 5pm-9pm 

star�ng February 13th  

CAFÉ | GRAB-N-GO 
Friday-Sunday 11am-2pm 

including Family Day Monday!  

UPCOMING POP-UP EVENTS 

CFWI—AURORA ARMOURY  
89 Mosley Street | Town Park, Aurora ON 

905-641-2252 x 4680 
cfwiaurora@niagaracollege.ca 

Follow us on Facebook for Menu Updates! 
@CFWITheArmoury 

“Vitamin joy from outer space” will fill Cultural 
Centre this Family Day

By Brock Weir

“Zany” music will be the order of  
the day this Family Day as the Aurora 
Cultural Centre hosts children’s 
performer Matt Gerber for a free 
community celebration.

Part of  the Aurora Cultural Centre’s 
tenth anniversary celebrations, 
Gerber will perform two concerts 

– at 1.30 p.m. and 2.30 p.m. – in 
Brevik Hall, entitled “Ladybugs and 
Dandelions.”

Ladybugs and Dandelions is also 
the title of  the children’s album 
Gerber released in 2017. In his music, 
Gerber, who balances his love of  
music with his day job as a structural 
repair engineer at De Havilland 
Aircraft of  Canada, also tries to find 
the balance in appealing to both kids 

and adults.
“As a singer-songwriter, I have 

always enjoyed singing in different 
genres to begin with, but I found I 
always leaned towards writing a lot of  
quirky-style songs,” he says, noting he 
would be just as comfortable playing 
the set he’s prepared for the Cultural 
Centre at a pub as he would in a 
school.

Audiences regardless of  age pick 
up on the playfulness of  his work, 
he says, thus bridging the generation 
gap.

Gerber’s love of  music surfaced 
at a very early age. He always had 
an affinity for singing and music, 
discovering his ability to harmonize 
on long road trips with his mother 
where singing in the car was the order 
of  the day. It’s a love he fostered 
throughout his youth, but it wasn’t 
until he was nearly finished university 
that he started picking up instruments 
and honing his skills.

“I found that when I was by myself, 
I would start humming a tune and 
having an idea, but was never able to 
do anything with it,” he says. “Once 
I was able to start learning some of  
those instruments, I figured out how to 
lock that stuff  down and start my own 
process of  song-writing. It seemed a 
very natural thing for me that there 
would be some form of  music I was 
involved with, either just singing, or 
now writing and recording. It has 
been an interesting process.”

There is no single instance he can 

pinpoint on when he realized he was 
on the right track turning his hobby 
into something more, but Gerber says 
seeing the reaction to his music from 
kids and parents alike powered him 
forward.

“I saw this over the course of  
multiple different live shows where I 
was always getting similar reactions, 
drawing people to come out in front 
of  the stage and getting the little kids 
to start dancing and running around,” 
he says. “I felt this was something 
really speaking to them and that 
really got me focused on developing 
sets that paid more attention to that 
audience. Seeing first-hand results 
and reactions from young kids and 
getting feedback from parents and 
colleagues of  mine [fostered] that 
realization and then it became a 
pretty straightforward thing to push 
ahead.”

Monday’s Family Day concerts, he 
adds, will feature his irreverent songs, 
accompanied by such instruments as 
the guitar, ukulele and kazoo – along 
with a number of  other elements to 
“catch audiences by surprise and 
delight them.”

“This isn’t the type of  music 
they have heard before,” he says. 
“Sometimes I describe my music as 
‘vitamin joy from outer space.’”

To hear the music straight from lift-
off, head over to the Aurora Cultural 
Centre this Monday afternoon, 
February 17. For more information, 
visit auroraculturalcentre.ca. 
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AWBF “Youth In Music” Performance

  
Live & Silent Auction 

 
Good old fashion Dancin’

Live painting “to the beat” – 
artist Adubi Akinola 

Delicious Food Stations

Door Prizes

TICKET INCLUDES

JOIN US for this JUMPIN’ evening of

LIVE MUSIC and FUNDRAISING

AURORA

FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29th, 2020
7 PM ~ AT A SECRET LOCATION IN AURORA 

Purchase tickets at musicaurora.ca

The Pick Brothers Band
and

James Marrin and

the Midnight Riders

Real Estate Law 

Estate Administration 
and Probate

Wills and 
Power of Attorney 

Family Law 
and Divorces

Notarizations 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1  | Tel: (905) 726-3188  Fax: (905) 726-3098
www.allanlaw.ca |jason@allanlaw.com

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

allanlaw.ca

–  B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S   –

Being Black in Canada: Musician works with 
students to promote equity

By Brock Weir

Glenn Marais knows firsthand the 
struggle for equity.

The Newmarket-based Juno-
nominated musician and educator 
has roots in South Africa, from 
which his parents came to Canada 
because of  apartheid and, through 
his work, has tackled topics ranging 
from inequity in the world around us 
to bullying within the schools. 

Next Thursday, February 20, Mr. 
Marais is set to bring his own unique 
experiences to the fore at Being 
Black in Canada, a panel discussion 
hosted by the Aurora Public Library 
to mark Black History Month.

“Racial equality and inclusivity 
are very important to me, and I 
think particularly now with the rise 
of  right-wing conservatism and what 
is happening, I want to really feel 
how people are seeing what is going 
on and participate in a discussion 
that can hopefully help people to 
get a better sense of  where we need 
to go as a country,” says Mr. Marais 
on why he accepted the invitation to 
join the panel.

Joining him on stage will be Tessa 
Benn-Ireland, the York Region 
District School Board’s first African-
Canadian trustee and Jacqueline 
Benn-John, Executive Director of  
the Women’s Support Network of  
York Region. 

Through his work in the schools 
Mr. Marais teaches “mindfulness 
and kindness”, particularly in areas 
surrounding mental health. He 
facilitates workshops in the schools, 
bringing in different artists to create 
a conference-style day featuring 
yoga, martial arts, hip-hop dancing, 
and more.

Mr. Marais’ work as a community 

advocate began with the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation, where he 
dedicated his time to fundraising and 
building awareness for people living 
with HIV/AIDS in Africa. From 
there, he said, he made a conscious 
decision to work with marginalized 
youth in inner-city Toronto as well 
as with Indigenous persons.

“I wanted to help the two groups 
I felt were neglected the most, but it 
was an evolution of  that beginning 
to find my way into it,” he says. “The 
more I do it, the more I want to do. It 
is very fulfilling on a personal level, 
but there is such a growing need in 
all of  the sectors – poverty, social 
stigma, mental stigma – and issues 
of  equity too. I hate the thought of  
people living in a situation where 
they don’t have the same access to 
things we do and they have to suffer 
for it. As far as Indigenous rights and 
youth go, I have come to know them 
very personally and it is such a huge 
wrong how they are treated. I can’t 
stomach it anymore. It really pushes 
me to do more. I also have two girls, 
so when it comes to gender equity 
and inclusivity for women, they are 
a big motivation for me to get more 
involved in that aspect.”

During Black History Month, Mr. 
Marais is often in the schools making 
presentations on that subject – yet 
the term “Black History Month” 
is not a term he is particularly 
comfortable with as “identifying a 
racial demographic by colour is so 
detrimental and we seem stuck in it.”

“For some reason Black and White 
people continue to call themselves 
‘Black’ and ‘White’ and I think 
we’re so past that in our capacity 
of  learning [to continue] in this 
narrow-minded approach,” he 
says. “I think it dishonours people’s 
heritage too. The fact that I am still 

up here talking about this means we 
have a lot to do!”

To hear more from Mr. Marais and to learn 
more from his perspective, come out to the Aurora 

Public Library on Thursday, February 20 at 7 
p.m. for the panel discussion “Being Black in 
Canada.” Admission is free, but registration 
is encouraged to reserve a seat. To do so, visit 
aurorapl.ca or call 905-727-9494 x230.
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 Not to be combined with other offers. Ends Dec 31, 2019.

289.216.4387

Fill the Gap with
Dental Implants!

www.DawsonDental.ca133 Pedersen Dr, Aurora

MISSING?
IS SOMETHING

Until March 30th, get a FREE 
CONSULTATION

AND
X-RAYS

(Approx. value of $250) 

themeadowso faurora . com

Presentation  
Centre Hours                                                  
Monday-Friday
10:00am-4:00pm 
Saturday 
10:00am-3:00pm

400 William Graham Drive
Suite 111, Aurora

A Christian Seniors  
Lifestyle Community

A WiDe vAriety oF  
Suite SizeS (up to 1,450 sq. ft) 

Are Still AvAilAble 
Don’t MiSS out on thiS opportunity  

visit or call today 905 503-5560

More thAn A 
hoMe …a Community 

80%
SolD

neW
one bedroom

+ Den Suites 
are NOW 
available

Woodland  
Towers

Art fuels imagination and emotion at Youth Arts celebration
By Brock Weir

When words simply won’t do, art can 
often do the talking.

Each brushstroke, snap of  a shutter, or 
the stitch of  a needle can be expressive and 
healing, but putting it up for members of  
the public to view and enjoy can also be a 
cathartic experience.

Local high school students shared 
their joys and sorrows with members 
of  the public through their visual art on 
Wednesday night at the grand opening of  
the Mayor’s Celebration of  Youth Arts, 
a joint exhibition at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, curated by Grade 12 students from 
Aurora High School, St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Catholic High School, Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School, and ESC Renaissance.

For St. Max student Sabrina Scinocco, 
the art she created with her best friend and 
peer Jocelyn Barrowclough was more than 
just two complimentary paintings on the 
wall of  the Aurora Cultural Centre’s Blue 
Gallery, it was a very potent and timely 
message.

The duo created a diptych – two images 
intended to be displayed together – called 
“Inside Out,” Sabrina’s self-portrait is an 
evocative piece representing her inner 
feelings while Jocelyn’s portrait is faceless, 

the void that would ordinarily be occupied 
by a face instead filled with discarded pages 
from a book.

“We wanted to do a piece like this 
because it connects us as best friends,” said 
Sabrina. “I have problems I have dealt with 
on the outside like sexual harassment –“

“And I have dealt with issues more like 
anxiety and depression,” added Jocelyn.

“We’re advocates for persons facing both 
of  these challenges,” Sabrina continues. 
“This diptych represents the connection 
between our friendships and how we both 
help each other get through these problems. 
To be honest, if  I didn’t have her I would 
have been lost. That is why this piece means 
so much to us and why we wanted to curate 
a show.”

Jocelyn notes she made a conscious 
decision to paint her portrait without a face 
to “represent anxiety and the losing of  self.”

“If  you look closely, the book pages relate 
to friendship, which is something that really 
helped me get through stuff  like that.”

“We want viewers to consider the 
connections you can find with people and 
think about the story you can tell with 
artwork – not by really saying something, 
but showing something and taking a deeper 
meaning of  art and how you can really say 
something when you don’t know how to 
express them,” said Sabrina. “Even now, it 
was hard for me to talk about it during our 
critique. We still cried a lot, it was hard, but 
it felt better and it felt like I got something 
off  my chest. We’re not scared anymore.”

The genesis of  the Mayor’s Celebration 
of  Youth Arts came from a 2011 art 
exhibition featuring the works of  Aurora 
High School Students. It has grown 
significantly with each passing year, bringing 
together students from across Aurora – and 
across school board and the public and 
independent school divide – all fuelled by a 
passion for expressing themselves through 
art.

The exhibition received the support 
of  the Mayor’s Office in 2017, and this 
support has been unwavering ever since. 

“This is an important event, providing 

an opportunity for young people to 
come together, be creative, have fun 
and experience something meaningful,” 
said Mayor Tom Mrakas at Wednesday 
night’s exhibition opening. “We all know 
art inspires imagination, confidence, 
leadership, creative thinking and social 
engagement. It helps our youth build 
skills to move forward and create a good 
foundation for their future. With every art 
piece a student creates, they are using their 
creativity, their vision, dreams, wonder and 
sense of  the world. This is an excellent 
opportunity or all of  us, as adults, to better 
understand our youth and the issues that 
matter most to them.”

The exhibition is also an important 
one for the Aurora Cultural Centre, said 
Executive Director Suzanne Haines.

“As a professional gallery venue, our 
work is deeply enriched by having young 
voices in our space with this kind of  
exhibition,” she said. “It is meaningful to 
have the collaboration with the schools 
and the school boards as we serve the 
community. It is an opportunity for 
students to collaboratively curate their art, 
choose themes, placement and learn from 
professional staff  on how to build an exhibit 
of  mixed work. The significance for the 
graduates to show their work for families, 
friends and for their portfolio – and it is 
important for us as a cultural institution to 

see, learn and experience what Grade 12 
students are expressing in this, their final 
year before moving into the next phase of  
their careers and lives. We thank you for 
sharing your voice and creations with us.”

Although she was unable to attend last 
Wednesday’s opening, Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev had the 
chance to tour the exhibition the previous 
Saturday and, in a written message, shared 
her congratulations with all participating 
students.

“This evening, we recognize the 
incredible talents and achievements of  our 
local Grade 12 students. It is remarkable to 
witness and celebrate the next generation 
of  artists who may not know it but are 
inspiring others to pursue and embrace the 
arts,” she said. “Each artist is showcasing 
their talents boldly and I have no doubt will 
achieve greatness through their dedication 
to the arts. I would like to thank the 
students for having the courage to share 
their artwork with us in this exhibit and the 
teachers, families and friends who continue 
to inspire and encourage these students to 
showcase their talents.”

The Mayor’s Celebration of  Youth Art 
continues at the Aurora Cultural Centre 
through February 29, with a special 
evening dedicated to Performing Arts set 
for Wednesday, February 19, at 7 p.m.

Student Sam Hachem models her wearable 
art, entitled “Fau Armor”. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

INSIDE OUT – Sabrina Scinocco and Jocelyn Barrowclough, Grade 12 students at St. Maxi-
milian Kolbe Catholic High School, are pictured before their diptych entitled “Inside Out” – a 
work which has very personal significance for both artists. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) may modify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, in whole or in part, at any time, without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See Dealer for full program details. Credits vary by model. 
Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be required. Chargeable paint costs may vary depending on the vehicle/colour. These offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be required. * To qualify for the Costco 
Member Pricing, you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver’s license, have been a Costco member since January 2, 2020, or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to a participating dealer; (3) Retail purchase, finance or lease an 
eligible new or demonstrator in-stock 2020 GMC: Terrain, Acadia, Yukon, Yukon XL; delivered from January 3, 2020, to March 31, 2020. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Shop Card by email, submit a redemption form to Costco within thirty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. Please allow 
three weeks for Costco Shop Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form submission, purchase verification and survey completion. Costco Shop Cards will be emailed to the email address provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the 
calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% Reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. Conditions and limitations apply to this limited time offer. For full program details and for any applicable exclusions see a participating dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Shop Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and search “Shop 
Card”. Tax, title, registration and license fees, personal property registration fees, and additional products and services are not included in the Costco Member Pricing. Offer is valid at participating authorized GM Canada dealers. Offer not available in the U.S. or Mexico. Offer is subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited. 
Costco and its affiliates do not sell automobiles nor negotiate individual transactions. ®: Registered trademark of Price Costco International, Inc. used under license. ^ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between February 1, 2020 to March 2, 2020.  Lease based on suggested retail 
price of $56,475, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation Edition. Bi-weekly payment is $198 for 24 months at 1.9% lease rate (1.9% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $99 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a 
weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $3,500 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $13,744. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, 
except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $42,468. ∑ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between February 1, 2020 to March 2, 2020.  Lease based on suggested retail price of $34,288, towards the lease of 
an eligible 2020 Terrain SLE FWD Elevation. Bi-weekly payment is $192 for 48 months at 1% lease rate (1% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $96 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for 
informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $0 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $19,847. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by 
dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $15,430. Ω $750 AutoShow bonus (manufacturer-to-consumer, tax inclusive) available to retail customers residing in Ontario towards the purchase or lease of a new in-stock: 2020 GMC Terrain, delivered to a participating Ontario dealer from Feb 1. to March 2, 2020. $750 
AutoShow bonus credit is applied after tax is applied to the purchase price of the vehicle (resulting in a $664 reduction from the purchase price and a $86 reduction in taxes which have otherwise been payable on the full purchase price). One AutoShow bonus per person per vehicle. Offer may not be combined with certain other incentives nor 
redeemed for cash. Limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See dealer for details. GM Canada may amend or terminate this offer at any time without notice. ◊ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada on select vehicles purchased and delivered from February 1, 2020 to March 2, 2020. 0% purchase financing (0% APR) offered 
on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 84 months on eligible new 2019 Acadia Denali models. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary 
depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $52,795 financed at 0% nominal rate (0% APR) equals $629 monthly for 84 months. The offer includes $650 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive) and $1,750 finance cash (tax exclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $52,795. Freight ($1,895) and air 
conditioning charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and, except in Quebec, dealer fees not included (all of which may vary by dealer and region). Credits vary by model. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. 
General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) may modify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, in whole or in part, at any time, without notice. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-
Dominion Bank. ∑ To qualify for the $500 Costco Shop Card, you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver’s license, have been a Costco member since January 2, 2020, or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to a participating 
dealer; (3) Retail purchase or finance an eligible new or demonstrator in-stock 2019 GMC: Acadia delivered from January 3, 2020, to March 2, 2020. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Shop Card by email, submit a redemption form to Costco within thirty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. 
Please allow three weeks for Costco Shop Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form submission, purchase verification and survey completion. Costco Shop Cards will be emailed to the email address provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not 
qualify for the calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% Reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. Conditions and limitations apply to this limited time offer. For full program details and for any applicable exclusions see a participating dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Shop Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and 
search “Shop Card”. Offer is valid at participating authorized GM Canada dealers. Offer not available in the U.S. or Mexico. Offer is subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited. Costco and its affiliates do not sell automobiles nor negotiate individual transactions. ®: Registered trademark of Price Costco International, Inc. used 
under license. × Whichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter services in total. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. See the Warranty Booklet or your dealer for details. ∞ Whichever comes first. See your dealer. Δ Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability, 
coverage maps, details and system limitations. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. 4G LTE service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to 
use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit card is required for purchase. 
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COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/ 
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE ON 2019 MODELS×

5-YEAR / 100,000 KM POWERTRAIN 
COMPONENT WARRANTY COVERAGE 
ON 2019 MODELS∞
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Local school bus driver hangs up keys after more than 50 years of service

By Kinjal Dagli Shah

Percy Fraser is a familiar figure to many 
children in Aurora.

The 83-year-old has been driving the 
school bus route for three schools in Town, 
and is retiring this week. 

“I’ve been driving school buses for over 
50 years, in different locations. I did it part-
time for a while but once I retired as a 
paramedic, I began driving full-time,” said 
the sprightly senior who believes that age is 
just a matter of  the mind.

“I love driving and I like the kids. The 
kids keep you young.”

Fraser recalls driving school buses in the 
late 1950s when there were no red lights on 
top of  the bus or the stop sign arm on the 
driver’s side.

“We used to pull off  the road onto the 
shoulder or a parking lot or a gas station, 
and kids had to walk from there. We would 
[see] kids almost getting hit all the time. 
It’s much better now in terms of  safety, 
but still not good enough because so many 
people run through the red lights and aren’t 
stopping for the bus,” he said. 

Fraser would start his day at 7.20 a.m. 
and get a couple hours off  after finishing 
the morning run. “I start again at 1.30 
p.m. and call it a day around 5 p.m., by the 
time I reach my house in Sutton,” he said, 
admitting that he is going to be bored now 
that he is retiring.

“My wife passed away, so it’s just my dog 
and me. I have ‘retired’ five times already 
but could only stay off  for three months 

each time,” he said, laughing.
He hopes to still occasionally drive 

seniors around and also go to Alberta to 
visit his daughter and spend time with his 
great grandchildren. 

Having driven generations of  kids 
around Ontario, Fraser enjoys their 
company.

“You do get the odd rambunctious kid, 
but usually most of  them are well-behaved. 
You have to treat them the way you want 
to be treated,” he said, recommending bus 
driving especially to mothers who are home 
with their children. “Bus companies are 

always looking for good drivers. You can 
make anywhere from $300-$400 a week 
and you only work for a couple hours in 
the morning and afternoons. More people 
should be trying to get in, and it’s ideal 
for mothers because they can bring their 
children on the bus.”

The father of  four wouldn’t retire if  it 
weren’t for his ageing body. “My mind is 
still young but my body is getting old. My 
eyesight and hearing isn’t as good as it used 
to be. You’re holding a precious cargo when 
you drive a school bus and it’s not a place to 
be taking chances with.” 

Percy Fraser

Auroran photo 
by Kinjal Dagli Shah
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Join us at our OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, October 18   |   6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

FAMILIES OF STUDENTS IN GRADES 5-7 

Please join us for a special session on our Middle School 
program, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

 Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School  
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada 
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Contact us at admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

or 905.895.1700 ext.259  

or toll-free at 1.877.895.1700 ext.259

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between challenging 

students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be applied to their 

university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students develop valuable skills, 

including:

•	 advanced academic ability

•	 time management and self-reliance

•	 strong research and writing

•	 critical thinking abilities

•	 leadership and mentorship

•	 dialogue, communication and presentation

•	 design, invent and problem solve

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed 

program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as ethical, 

compassionate and values-based decision-makers. 

In today’s increasingly complex world, these values are at the core of our vision to develop 

leaders with the skills and the desire to make their world a better place.

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

EMPOWERING 
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS
Now accepting applications for September 2018Apply now for September 2020

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Wednesday, February 19
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Join us at our OPEN HOUSE

No RSVP necessary - we look forward to seeing you!
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HOCKLEYBEER.CA

The party starts at midnight.
 Introducing Midnight from Hockley Brewing Co. 

Available for a limited time at select LCBO locations.
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AUDITEDFREE

INCOME TAX • ACCOUNTING 
BOOKKEEPING • PAYROLL

15199 Yonge St., Aurora, ON L4G 1L8   (905) 727-9177 
238 Main St., S., Newmarket, ON L3Y 3Z5  (905) 895-0692

28 Barrie St., Box 84, Bradford, ON L3Z 2A7  (905) 775-0361

10    DISCOUNT
| Not in conjunction with any other discount.

Expires 30 days from Feb. 13 2020
Present this ad

%

              15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

44

SELECT CORIAN® 
COUNTERTOPS
Offer valid on Sahara and Savannah 

colours only. Limited 15-year residential 

warranty. While quantities last. 

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡‡

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡‡

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡‡

per sq. ft. 
installed‡‡‡

‡‡‡Offer valid on countertops available through Home Services only. Offers valid on measures received and orders placed between February 6 and May 6, 2020. Minimum purchase of 28 sq. ft. required. Offer valid on 
select colours only. Colour may vary slightly from image shown. Includes eased edge profile Type 1. Premium edge profile Types 2 to 4 at additional cost. Other additional charges may apply. Advertised prices are 
approximate. Not valid in combination with any other offers or on Local Pro. No substitutions. See page 5 for details.¹

EXCLUSIVE MOEN® Essie™ 
Pull-Down Kitchen Faucet with 
Bonus Soap Dispenser • Matte 

Black finish • Optional deckplate 

included (1001131791)

WAS $299 SAVE $80

$219

WESSAN® Stainless Steel 
Topmount Kitchen Sink 

• 31" x 20-1/2" x 7" (1000466669)

$119

Starting at

$61

EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® 
Market Pull-Down Kitchen Faucet 
• Stainless Steel finish • Optional 

deckplate included (1000858669)

$129

DELTA® Marca Pull-Down Kitchen 
Faucet with Bonus Soap Dispenser 
• SpotShield® Stainless Steel finish 

• Optional deckplate included 

(1001486327)

$269

Starting at

$51

EXCLUSIVE PFISTER® Zanna™ 
Pull-Down Kitchen Faucet 
• Chrome finish • Optional deckplate 

included (1001318554)

WAS $199 SAVE $20

$179

EXCLUSIVE GROHE Tallinn™ 
Pullout Kitchen Faucet with Soap 
Dispenser • SuperSteel Infinity finish 

• Optional deckplate included 

(1001131750)

$299

EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® 
Granite Composite Topmount 
Kitchen Sink • Black finish 

• 33" x 22" x 9-1/2" (1001391191)

$349

SELECT GRANITE 
COUNTERTOPS
Offer valid on Giallo Pensare colour only. 

Limited 15-year stain resistance warranty. 

While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE PFISTER® Kroft™ 
Pull-Down Kitchen Faucet with 
Bonus Soap Dispenser • Chrome 

finish • Optional deckplate included 

(1001238557)

$249

EXCLUSIVE KOHLER® Sous 
Semi-Professional Pull-Down 
Kitchen Faucet with Bonus Soap 
Dispenser • ScratchShield® Stainless 

Steel finish • Optional deckplate 

included (1001183901)

WAS $359 SAVE $20

$339

InSinkErator® Badger™ 5 Food 

Waste Disposer • 1/2 HP heavy 

duty Dura-Drive™ induction motor 

• Space-saving compact design 

(1000461181)

$179

SELECT SILESTONE® 
COUNTERTOPS
Offer valid on Mountain Mist colour only. 

Limited lifetime warranty – 

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot. 

While quantities last. 

Starting at

$74
SELECT DEKTON® 
COUNTERTOPS
Offer valid on Keon colour only. 

Limited 25-year warranty.  

While quantities last. 

Starting at

$73
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$279

Savannah
Blanco 
Orion

Giallo PensareSahara Mountain Mist Keon

BLANCO Performa U Bar 
Silgranit Undermount Bar and 
Prep Sink • Concrete Grey finish 

• 17" x 17-1/2" x 9" (1001387299)

WAS $399 SAVE $50

Shown: EXCLUSIVE 
Special Order 
THOMASVILLE 
NOUVEAU® Hollings 
Maple in Snowflake 
and Iron Grey Finishes

If you find a lower price, we’ll beat it by 10%.  
Online-only retailers subject to price match only.
Terms and conditions apply. See page 5 for details.*** 

GUARANTEED.

NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES.

AFTERBEFORE

Includes 
supply lines Includes 

supply lines

Scratch, heat 
and impact 
resistant

EVERY DAY

BUY MORE 
SAVE MORE 
GET $150 TO  
$8,000 OFF‡ ALL 
SPECIAL ORDER 
KITCHEN CABINETS
when you spend minimum $750  
to $40,000 or more (before taxes)

Offer is a tiered savings promotion.  

Discount is gradual and  

dependent on spend.

‡Off our current ticketed prices. Discount valid on the single 
purchase of Special Order assembled Thomasville® Classic, 
Thomasville® Nouveau, Moment Collection and Special Order 
Eurostyle™ ready-to-assemble cabinets. Excludes In-Stock and 
Special Buy cabinets and cabinet hardware. Offer cannot be 
applied to purchases under the Cabinet Refacing program or on 
the labour component of Home Services. Other additional 
charges may apply. See page 5 for details.¹

2 WEEKS ONLY 
Thursday, February 13 to  
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 

 10% OFF
‡‡

Cabinet Refacing
when purchased and installed through  
Home Services. 

Call 1‑800‑Home Depot (1‑800‑466‑3337)  

for a FREE in‑home consultation or  

visit homedepot.ca/home‑services

‡‡Off our current ticketed prices. Offer valid on cabinet refacing 
only. Excludes premium surface countertops. Offer valid on 
leads received or contracts signed between February 13 and 
February 26, 2020. Installation must be completed by May 26, 
2020. Offer valid through Home Services only. Offer not valid on 
prior purchases and cannot be combined with any other offer. 
See page 5 for details.¹

THE HOME DEPOT APPSCONNECT WITH US

Scratch, 
heat and 
impact 
resistant

SPECIAL ORDER

REFACING

COUNTERTOPS
• CORIAN® • GRANITE • SILESTONE® • DEKTON®

when purchased and installed through Home Services.
See store associate or Special Services Desk for details.

Includes:

g 3Eased edge

g 3Rough sink cut-out

g 3Up to 3 faucet holes

FREE 
KITCHEN DESIGN  

CONSULTATION
in-store and online
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1924 - 95 Years Serving York Region - 2019   

Warmth when you need it! 

Sports Camp & Year Round Retreat Facility

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

MONDAY FEBRUARY 17, 2020 (1:00 - 4:00 PM)

FAMILY DAY
FAMILY DAY IS A GREAT DAY TO SPEND 
BONDING WITH THE ONES YOU LOVE!

Si
nc

e 
19

67

• Free skate at the Ice Corral. Bring your family and friends!
• Free Face painting
• Snack Bar & TR apparel items available for purchase
• Free Hot Chocolate

Tubing, Snow Sculpting and Marshmallow Roasting available 
weather permitting.

Sponsored by:

500 Riddell Rd
Orangeville

(519) 941-1339

Hockey For Hodge returns for Family Day fundraiser

By Robert Belardi

The second annual Hockey for 
Hodge hockey tournament and 
fundraiser will take place once again 
this year at the Aurora Community 
Centre, and the community is 
welcome to join the Family Day 
festivities. 

This event will run all day long, 
beginning with a hockey tournament 
from 9.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m., followed 
by a family skate from 4 – 5 p.m., and 
a banquet, open from five to seven.

The banquet space will be open 
throughout the day and families are 
encouraged to come enjoy the hockey 
games with the chance to win raffles 
prizes that include Maple Leafs 
tickets, spa packages and golf. 

The day was created for Chris and 
Cathy Hodgins.

On Labour Day in 2018, Chris 
Hodgins was involved in a horrible 
Sea Doo accident, forcing him into a 
wheelchair and leaving the 35-year-
old with multiple spinal cord injuries. 

It was an idea sparked by a group 
of  people close to Hodgins, including 
one of  his closest friends, Chris Cork. 

With a GoFundMe campaign 
already underway, over the Christmas 
break a few months after the accident, 
the group of  friends suggested an 
event for their friend. 

“Family Day just seemed like the 
right time. We wanted the tournament 
to be about family and about helping 
people,” expressed Cork, saying this 
was a good weekend where everyone 
can be around. 

With the help of  the Town of  
Aurora providing ice-time and the 
banquet venue at a discounted cost, 
the tournament is organized by eight 
of  Hodgins’ friends. All eight captains 
will draft a 12 man team.

Banquet space is available 
throughout the duration of  the day 
with drinks and snacks provided. 

The event organizers’ main focus 
is to provide a great experience for 
everyone attending with an emphasis 
on family and friends coming 
together, supporting the Hodgins 
family in their time of  need. 

The organizers said the money that 
is received to support Chris is only a 
bonus.  

In its first year, the fundraiser, 
earned around $20,000 in donations 
from people living in the community. 
No large sponsors were involved, only 
those with good hearts. Over 150 
people attended last year and it was a 
sight to see for the organizers. 

“We received so much support 
from so many different people, 
whether it was people attending or 
people helping out with their time 
in volunteering, and local businesses 
donating food and raffle prizes.” 

Committee members consolidated 
once the day was complete, overjoyed 
and proud of  their accomplishment. 

Ahead of  the event, Cork says 
that Hodgins has made a great 
improvement from last year and he 
is looking forward to playing a bigger 
role in this year’s event. 

It is a long road to recovery; the 
event does not extenuate his injuries. 
Since last year’s tournament, Chris 
has been able to move into his own 
accessible apartment in Toronto. 
It has helped restore his indepence 
after spending several months in the 
hospital and rehab facilities.

Hodgins will continue therapy on 
his road to recovery. It is a time where 
him and his family, you can say, are 
experiencing a journey together, from 
a miracle surgery in the hospital to 
being able to have a second chance.

The event will take place at the 
Aurora Community Centre with the 
hockey tournament being held on 
both ACC1 and ACC2. The family 
skate will take place on ACC2 and 
the banquet will be held in the event 
space above ACC1. 

Chris and Cathy Hodgins are pictured at last year’s Hockey for Hodge fundraiser at the Aurora 
Community Centre. The event returns to the Aurora Community Centre this Monday. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Aurora Tigers show signs of improvement 
despite losses 

By Robert Belardi

It’s really not their fault in a way; we 
know as sports viewers that back to back 
games already test your stamina. Four 
games in one week is a different animal.

What the Tigers have shown in this past 
week is resilience on another level. The 
team does deserve to be in the double-digit 
win column if  it was not for some first and 
third period droughts and all the defensive 
mishaps interfering with that. 

But where credit is undeniably due is 
the improvement from all the players and 
the coaching staff. When head coach Jim 
Wells Jr., said a few weeks ago that scoring 
is a problem, the Tigers now seem to have 
no issues with it. The boys sealed 16 goals 
last week in four games. 

If  the work put in earns that reward, 
when the defence comes along shouldn’t 
that happen too?

“Defensively, we’re struggling, there’s 
no doubt about that,” said Wells, after the 
8-5 loss against the North York Rangers. 
“Understanding the man without the puck 
is the guy that is dangerous.”

He went on to add the boys need to 
identify threats, something he’ll work on in 
practice. 

It could reduce the 25 goals that found 
their way into the Tigers net last week. 

Jonathan Balah and Sebastian 
Tamburro are the top two players on the 
roster, points-wise. But, over the past few 
weeks, players have been working on their 
game and improving.

Confidence is seeping into their veins 
at just the right time; that way, when the 
season finishes and next year rolls around, 
they know what to do. 

Tamburro and Nelson have been 
implementing drills in practice while on 
the ice according to Wells. They’ve shown 
immense improvement in finding each 
other and creating chances.

Braeden McKinnon has been 
since scoring his game winner against 

Georgetown a few weeks back, he has 
seemingly been a different player. He wins 
faceoffs more often than not and recorded 
four points in four games last week. 

Enough couldn’t be said also about 
Aurora natives Jalen Balbosa and Luc 
Reeve. Reeve extended his point streak 
to five games, tallying eight assists in the 
process. Even Balbosa with a point streak of  
five games of  his own, recording 12 points. 
Their playmaking abilities have given 
players like Blake Frost the opportunity to 
score their first and second of  the year.

But, aside from the points, it’s the 
tenacity, the forecheck, the relentlessness to 
win battles that stands above it all. 

The goaltenders, Andrew Barwinski 
and Christian Filippetti, do everything 
they can to keep the boys in.  

It would be trite to say that only these 
players have been the difference. It is a 
team effort. Everyone is showing growth. 

Most notably, in the game against 
the Rangers, the Tigers erased a two-
goal deficit, twice in that game, to give 
themselves the chance to win. That’s what 
it’s all about for these boys. 

AP, Curtis Boothe from the Junior 
C team Schomberg Cougars made an 
appearance for that game. The Sarnia 
Sting draft choice was outstanding. 

After going down 3-1 in the first, Kaleb 
Nelson scored at the end of  the period and 
at the beginning of  the second to tie it all 
up. After conceding another two goals in 
the second, Frost scored twice in the third. 

It’s a matter of  composure at this rate. 
Wouldn’t it be? 

Because against the Stouffville Spirit at 
home in the 7-5 loss, it was a 4-1 lead after 
the first. It seems as though deficits bring 
the best out of  the boys. 

In the final game of  the week, away in 
Stouffville, the Tigers led 3-1 heading into 
the third period. 

The Tigers couldn’t hang on. The Spirit 
put 14 shots on goal and scored four times. 
Yes, that hurts. 

In the final month of  the season, the 

Tigers head out on the road for three of  the 
last four games, stopping in Collingwood, 

Oakville and Burlington, before ending 
the year at home against Pickering.

Sebastian Tamburro slides the puck through Rangers defenceman Russel Cocca to line mate 
Kaleb Nelson, who wrists it past goaltender James Gray for the team’s second goal in the first 
period. 

Auroran photo by Robert Belardi

Aurora athletes take part
 in RBC Training Ground

By Robert Belardi 

Aurora sisters competed in a series 
of  challenges this past Saturday at the 
University of  Toronto, hoping to make 
it to the national finals, to begin their 
Olympic dreams. 

14-year-old Grade Nine student at 
St. Maximillian Kolbe Catholic School, 
Bridget Wodehouse, and 19-year-old 
St. Mary’s University student, Brooklyn 
Wodehouse, competed for the chance to 
qualify for the national finals May 30 in 
Winnipeg. 

Bridget specializes in canoe-kayak and 
figure skating. She says that balancing 
both has become difficult and this is 
her last year in figure skating. She won 
Bantam Athlete of  the Year at the 
Richmond Hill Canoe Club in 2019. 

Brooklyn, on the other hand, canoe-
kayaks as well and competes in swimming. 
She is a three-time OFSAA swimming 
champion in 100 metre breaststrokes 
from 2016 through to 2018, and won a 
bronze medal in OFSAA for 100m back 
in 2018. 

Brooklyn flew from Halifax to Toronto 
to compete.

By rule, all athletes must participate in 
an event in their hometown. RBC travels 
across the country, so every athlete has an 
opportunity. 

In this competition, the girls were 
tested on speed, strength, power and 
endurance, sprint, mid-thigh pull, vertical 
jump and beep test. 

“I thought it was pretty fun. It was 
definitely a challenge, as I’m young,” 
Bridget said. 

Each competition was judged based on 
your level from average, to above average 
and even to below average according 
to Bridget. She doesn’t expect to go far, 
as other athletes that participated were 
older. She did this for an experience and 
to improve on her skills. 

She also joined because her sister was 
in it. They wanted to do this together. 
Bridget says they would both cheer 
each other on, and obviously, Brooklyn 
wants to be better than her. It’s a healthy 
competition. 

“I actually beat her at the sprint, which 
is kind of  funny,” laughed Bridget. 

Results will come in this week to see if  
they advanced to the final level. 

Both girls began competing in this 
sport due to an injury that was sustained 
by Brooklyn in swimming. 

“My sister, Brooklyn, visited her 
physiotherapist and he was like, ‘Oh, you 
should try rowing.’ He recommended 
us to the Richmond Hill Canoe Club,” 
explained Bridget. 

Since then, the girls have been canoe-
kayaking, and loving it. 

Bridget loves Kayaking more than 
figure skating. Although it was a difficult 
decision to end figure skating completely, 
she says the environment is better and 
she is more talented in this competition. 
It is also easier to focus on school with 
only one sport to worry about. 

The RBC Training Ground is 
available for anyone between 14-25. This 
age range is designed to help athletes 
nurture their potential and to notice any 
late-bloomers with a future still ahead of  
them. 

The event, caters to nine sports 
including boxing, rowing, canoe-kayak, 
rugby, cycling, ski-jumping, freestyle, 
speed skating and Nordic Combined Ski 
Canada. 

Thousands of  athletes have tryouts all 
across the country. 100 athletes will head 
to Winnipeg. 

30 athletes get support in the end, 
to kick-start their Canadian Olympic 
dreams. 

The next event is on Sunday, February 
23rd, at McMaster University in 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $4095

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com
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15900 Bayview Avenue Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7Y3 | 905-726-9532

WEEK
08/20

PAGE
FP

DOCKET # 180587 
SIGN OFF PRODUCTION CREATIVE Q.C. CSR TEAM 

LEAD

RSS_BROAD_FRONT_
SLAM

FINAL SIZE: 9.25x21"
IMAGE AREA 8.75x20.25"

PRINERGY 
PROOF

LP

member price

998
February 13-19

 

598
LB

13.18/kg

398
EA

598
EA 1998

EA

SAVE UP TO 7.00

1098
EA448

EA 200
EA

non-member price

1098**

lb 
22.00 kg

lb 
24.21 kg

CUT IN-STORE
boneless striploin oven roast 
or grilling steak $6.98 LB $15.39/kg
cut from Canada AAA grade beef
or USDA Choice grade beef, self serve tray
20864950

blueberries, product of 
Peru, Argentina or Chile, 18 oz 
or strawberries, 
product of U.S.A. or Mexico,  
no. 1 grade, 2 lb
20069661001

Marina Del Rey wild 
Argentinian raw shrimp
20-30 count per lb, 300 g, frozen  20907159

PC® premium dozen
roses with babies breath
assorted colours  21177104/21177103

Charmin 
bathroom 
tissue  
selected varieties 
12=48 rolls 
21028659

Tropicana or
Simply juice, 

Gold Peak teas 
selected varieties

refrigerated, 2.63 L
20119756001/20151025001 Lay’s potato 

chips 240/255 g 

or Poppables 
141 g
selected varieties
20964359 
21042565

fresh Atlantic 
salmon fillets 
subject to availability

20663397

**Offer only applicable to valid PC Optimum program members from February 13-19, 2020 at Real Canadian Superstore locations, after which the price will be the same for both PC Optimum and non PC Optimum members. Membership is free. To register as a PC Optimum member, see in-store or 
visit pcoptimum.ca. Product availability may vary by store. While supplies last. We reserve theright to limit quantities. Taxes applicable on the purchase amount after discounts. No adjustments on previous purchases. We do not match PC Optimum member pricing. See back page for flyer details.

ALL CHECKOUT LANES 
OPEN GUARANTEED†

Spend $225 or more in-store before applicable taxes in a single transaction at any Real Canadian Superstore 
location and receive a free KELLOGG’S SNACK MIX, 2.09 KG. Excludes purchase of tobacco, alcohol products, 
prescriptions, gift cards, phone cards, lottery tickets, joefresh.com, all third party operations (post office, gas bars, 
dry cleaners, etc.) and any other products which are provincially regulated. The retail value of up to $24.98 will be 
deducted from the total amount of your purchase before sales taxes are applied. Limit one coupon per family and/or 
customer account. No cash value. No copies. Coupon must be presented to the cashier at time of purchase. Valid 
from Thrusday, February 13 until closing Wednesday, February 19, 2020. Cannot be combined with any other 
coupons or promotional offers. No substitutions, refunds or exchanges on free item.  21283454

 

FREE
when you spend 
$225 or more  
in-store

4 10000 00883 6

KELLOGG’S SNACK MIX  

2.09 KG

UP TO 

$24.98 VALUE

21244207

ONTARIO

RCSS 1

SATURDAY + SUNDAY  
10AM - 6PM

†Unless we are unable to due to unforeseen  
technical difficulties

superstore.ca/flyer Lindt Lindor 
chocolate 
boxed heart
selected varieties 
202 g
20002017001

898
EA

Prices effective Thursday, February 13th to Wednesday, February 19th, 2020. See back page for flyer details.

See our digital flyer for

supers
tore.ca

/flyer

01_FRONT_WK08_RCSS_BROAD_9_25_SLAM.indd   1 2020-02-06   10:28 AM
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From page 1

presentation from Dave Legallais of  the 
Aurora Seniors’ Association. 

The Association, he said, would 
like to see traffic slowed on Wellington 
Street to not only make it safer for local 
seniors who use the Centre, but for 
Town employees and drivers alike.

“The south parking lot [at Town 
Hall] is used by members of  the 
Seniors’ Centre, Town employees and 
the public with business at Town Hall,” 
he said. “As a result, there are usually 
approximately 10 cars parked out on 
John West Way adjacent to the Seniors’ 
Centre and Town Hall because the 
south parking lot is full. As membership 
at the Seniors’ Centre grows, this is 
probably going to get worse.

“Seniors often experience issues with 
balance, perception and ability to move 
quickly, which means crossing John West 
Way or entering and exiting their cars 
on John West Way can be frightening 
due to the speed of  the vehicles that are 
travelling north and south on John West 
Way. If  the parking lot is full, many of  
our members will leave and go home 
rather than park on John West Way, 
sadly missing their activities.

“Public transit is not really a viable 
alternative to seniors, as it is not user-
friendly in this case. They must exit 
and enter the bus from the east side of  
John West Way, causing them to have 
to cross against the traffic both ways to 
get to the Centre and back to the bus. 
We realize the speed limit on John West 
Way has been reduced from 50 to 40 

km an hour. This is good, but it does 
not seem to really have had a significant 
reduction in the speed of  the traffic.”

A report before Council last week 
indicated that a recent traffic study has 
shown that traffic in the area does not 
meet the warrants to require a four-way 
stop, but Mr. Gallais said “sometimes 
formulas and charts don’t represent 
the reality of  what is happening in the 
area.”

This was a view shared by the majority 
of  Council, including Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes who said that she 
didn’t want to wait for an accident to 
happen before implementing further 
safety measures in the area.

“It is economical, it is something we 
can put in quickly, and we can monitor 
to see what the impact of  that is going 
to be,” she said.

Councillor Rachel Gilliland, who 
previously put forward a motion tasking 
staff  to look at traffic calming measures 
in and around John West Way and 
Amberhill Way, was also supportive of  
moving forward with the four-way stop.

“This is a unique area,” she said, 
referring to the high density of  housing 
in the area. “I am looking at this report 
and it says within that hour, 820 vehicles 
in an hour. That is almost three times 
more than the warranted criteria. That 
has got to say a lot and it is only going 
to get worse. That stop sign needs to be 
there.

“We keep increasing our Town 
activities, we have people coming in 
from out of  town in big busses, we had 

one come in for the Easter Egg Hunt 
– where are all these people going? It 
is just an accident waiting to happen. I 
am not going to sit here and wait for an 
accident to happen.”

Added Councillor Wendy Gaertner: 
“There are a lot of  different components 
to this, but I do think that one of  them 
is a stop sign. The truth of  the matter is 
this is an exceptional area. We have a lot 
of  seniors in this area and they need a 
little bit of  extra respect and protection. 
The stop sign, to me, is a start, but I 
have some other ideas as well.”

Should the four-way stop be 
approved by Council on February 25, 
it is a step in the right direction but not 
the “be all and end all”, according to 
Councillor John Gallo who said a four-
way stop was only a band-aid solution 
and it doesn’t address the real problem: 
parking at Town Hall and the Seniors’ 
Centre.

“We need to put a lot of  effort 
into [finding] a way to have Seniors’ 
Centre [members] park in a parking 
lot, whether that means expanding 
something somewhere, whether that 
means some of  our staff  have to 
move out from the bottom part of  
the parking lot and into the upper or 
across the street to Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Park,” he said. “The issue is 
the parking on the streets and whether 
you have a stop sign there or not, we 
haven’t solved the problem. There are 
still cars on that street…. They’re still 
having to get out of  their cars, their 
doors swing open into traffic. To me, 

this is a band-aid and we haven’t really 
addressed the crux of  the problem.”

Although Councillor Harold Kim 
supported the four-way stop in the end, 
he initially shared similar concerns to 
Councillor Gallo. 

“I know that seniors have been 
waiting for something for a while but 
I would like to exhaust other measures 
before we do this, because this is the 
hammer,” he said.

Compounding the issue, added 
Councillor Michael Thompson, is the 
fact John West Way is increasingly 
being used as a traffic bypass.

“It is a fast way to circumvent all of  
the lights on Bayview and that is why 
we see significant traffic and it is only 
going to continue to grow,” he said, 
agreeing that lack of  parking at Town 
Hall is a significant factor. “Before 
we do any consultant work and bring 
on traffic studies, we need to solve 
that parking problem and figure out 
what then that area looks like before 
moving to that particular motion. In 
the interim, I think the stop is a good 
measure while we start addressing 
some of  the issues like parking and so 
forth to at least bring a little bit of  a 
mitigating factor to the speed and to 
safety.”

Other suggestions floated by Council 
members at the table to address the 
traffic issue and John West Way’s use 
as a bypass were a reduced speed limit 
to 30 km/hour and a four-way stop 
at Hollidge Boulevard and McMaster 
Avenue.

avid Kim has always  
    found beauty in the   
               world around him.

From a young age, he was 
transfixed by not only the beauty 
of  the piano, but the sound it made 
when touched in just the right way. 
After lengthy Counsel experience 
in law helping newcomers to 
Canada discover the beauty of  
their new home, Mr. Kim is one of  
Aurora’s newest business owners, 
helping men and women from 
across Aurora – and beyond – 
achieve their full beauty potential.

Mr. Kim, owner of  David Kim 
Salon de Beauté, opened his doors 
last year with a simple mission: 
to bring high quality style and 
high-quality products to Aurora’s 
downtown core.

After nearly many years in the 
beauty industry, having his own 
salon was a long-held dream, but 
as soon as he saw the opportunity 
here in Aurora, he knew the time 
was right to plant his roots in the 
local community and bring his 
vision to life.

“I have known Aurora for a long 
time and when I came here, I was 
able to rebuild the location from 
scratch,” says Mr. Kim. “I want 
to brighten downtown Aurora and 
bring people in – that’s why I am 
here, to make the area busier and 
help develop this downtown.”

When he began looking seriously 
about building his business in 
Aurora, he saw a number of  salons 
dotting the Yonge Street landscape, 
but says he knew his vision would 
set him apart.

Part of  that vision, he says, is 
his focus and specialization on a 
specific brand of  hair product: 
Aveda.

David Kim Salon De Beauté  
brings Downtown Style to 
Downtown Aurora

Aveda’s mission, articulated by late company founder 
Horst Rechelbacher, is “to care for the world we live in, 
from the products we make to the ways in which we give 
back to society” while “[striving] to set an example for 
environmental leadership and responsibility – not just in 
the world of  beauty but around the world.”

This is a philosophy that is a driving force behind Mr. 
Kim.

“I have worked with 21 different brands, but this is the 
best,” he says, noting his commitment to working with 
quality, natural products. “This is genuinely, truly honest, 
made with integrity and backed with results.”

Boasting an extensive Aveda product line has allowed 

David Kim Salon de Beauté not only craft just about every 
bespoke hair colour imaginable, but expand their services 
well beyond hairstyling to aesthetics and spa treatments. 

“I worked in Greater Toronto in so many different areas 
over many years, but I was searching and searching and 
finally came here to create my brand,” he says. “When I 
was in law, I experienced so much stress every day I wanted 
to pursue my first love – the beauty in the world around us. 
When I decided to come into the hairstyling industry, it was 
a return to my artistic roots.”

For more information, visit David Kim Salon de Beauté  
on Instagram @david_salon_aurora.

D

Seniors’ Centre request for four-way stop gets tentative approval
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
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905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983
Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario
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Filters 
Humidifiers 
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$6.99
Breakfast Special

Monday to
Friday all day!

Breakfast Special 
• 3 eggs 
• 2 strips of bacon 
• 2 sausages 
• home fries 
• toast 
• bottomless coffee

Breakfast & Lunch

Limited time only. Details in store.

®

15975 Bayview Ave. (at St. John’s Sideroad), Aurora L4G 0S3
(905) 726-2726 • www.sunnymorning.ca • Open Daily 7am to 3pm

Future of one-way traffic on Centre Street questioned by Council
By Brock Weir

It has slowed traffic and occasionally 
confounded drivers, but the future of  one-
way traffic on portions of  Centre Street in 
Aurora’s Heritage Conservation District is 
being questioned by Council.

Last week, Council received a report 
on the future of  traffic calming measures 
in the Centre Street area after nearby 
residents raised concerns about traffic 
infiltration and non-compliance with the 
one-way driving restrictions. 

“The Town has received multiple 
requests from area residents to evaluate 
the effectiveness of  the existing one-way 
section of  Centre Street, particularly 
related to vehicles travelling the wrong 
way,” said Michael Bat, Traffic Analyst for 
the Town of  Aurora, in a report. “A poll 
was initiated in February 2019 by staff  to 
gather opinions from residents and the 
results are generally in support of  Option 
One – Do Nothing.”

Should Council ultimately heed the 
results of  the survey, this would result in 
maintaining the existing traffic calming 
measures while continuing to press the 
York Regional Police to monitor and 
enforce non-compliance.

Council, however, might go another 
way when the matter comes before 
Council for final approval at the end of  
the month. Upon receipt of  the report at 
last week’s General Committee meeting, 
Council members questioned the survey, 
noting the low response rate of  just 17 per 
cent of  impacted residents.

“This is a tough one,” said Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner, who sat on Council 
when the one-way traffic restrictions were 
first put in place, noting the lacklustre 
response rate.

In response, Mayor Tom Mrakas said 
Council had limited options on how to 
proceed.

“We can either do nothing, we can 
eliminate the one-way or we can basically 
tell police to go and sit there 24 hours a 

day and make sure no one is going the 
wrong way,” he said. “Beyond that, I am 
not really sure what we can do. It is up to 
this body to decide what to do and put a 
decision forward and we’ll decide.”

Councillor Rachel Gilliland said she 
agreed Aurora can’t ask York Regional 
Police to have an officer sitting there at all 
hours of  the day monitoring the situation.

“It would have been nice [if  the report] 
had alternative recommendations… to 
lengthen one-way or to remove it so we 
can make this choice,” she said. “As far as 
I am concerned, I would remove the one-
way.”

Councillor John Gallo was less clear on 
his preferred option because, in his opinion, 
the survey results just weren’t there.

“My standards are really high and I 
wouldn’t consider this a success in terms of  
engaging the public. Sometimes I wonder 
even though 13 – 80 per cent of  the 
people – want it, have we really gotten a 
cross section of  what that neighbourhood 
wants? I would hazard to say we probably 
didn’t.”

At the end of  the day, however, 
Councillor Gaertner said the matter 
appears simple on the surface: measures 
in place now are just not working and 
residents are unhappy. 

“I don’t think we ever signed this area 
properly,” she said. “I think there needs to 
be a sign at Yonge and Centre, perhaps, 
that gives the map of  the traffic calming 
area and very clearly says one way only 
begins at Spruce Street. I think we do 
need some ticketing. I don’t think we need 
much, but we need to get the word out 
that sometimes people are being ticketed. 
I feel strongly about this signage and just 
making it obvious and perhaps using red 
to get people’s attention.”

Councillor Harold Kim said he agreed 
with this. 

“Given that the residents who are most 
impacted have clearly stated at least from 
the survey they want the status quo, I am 
fine giving them that choice,” he said. “I 
agree with Councillor Gaertner that if  

there are signs on Yonge Street that will 
help ameliorate the situation on Centre 
Street, I think that would be a great 
suggestion.”

Councillor Kim said he would vote for 
keeping the status quo, a sentiment shared 
by Mayor Tom Mrakas – at least for the 
time being.

“The reason I am for the status quo right 
now is moving forward there are going to 
be some changes in the area with regards 

to Metrolinx and the grade separation [at 
Wellington and the GO Station for a traffic 
underpass] and, during construction, 
Centre Street is going to be heavily used…
and the traffic flow is going to change in 
the area due to that construction,” he said. 
“We should wait and see what’s going to 
happen with that before we implement 
any changes to Centre Street especially. 
Ultimately what happens with that grade 
separation could [impact] Centre Street.”
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CREMATION

DENTURE CLINIC

ELECTRICAL 

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

PAINTING/CONTRACTING

PROF. ORGANIZER

PROPANE

WATER

Proudly serving 
York Region for 16 yrs.

 York Region

Hire a local private car for your transportation needs.
Airports, Hospitals, Theatres, Casinos - competitive rates

Call Peter 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600

Private Car 
Service

ECOLIMOECOLIMO

email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com • ecolimoyorkregion.com

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE
25 yrs. experience

905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

HR Denture 
Clinic

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

Yo
n
g
e
 S

t.

Wellington St.

Bloomington Rd.

Brookland

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

info@organizedandcoordinated.com
www.organizedandcoordinated.com

647 669 4383

Downsizing, Decluttering & Home/Office Organization  

PAINTING Residential - Commercial 
Free Estimates – Senior Discount

647-887-4060  ⎜ 416-937-6886

governance review and ensure a timely, 
effective and informed decision, all 
members of  this Council should want 
complete information on all options,” 
said Mayor Mrakas, making his pitch to 
the Region.

Speaking in favour of  the matter, 
Mayor Mrakas outlined a history of  
governance at the Region, noting it has 
been a continual “imperfect” process 
to ensure effective representation by 
population. 

“Since its inception [over 40 years 
ago], the size of  Regional Council 
has grown by almost 25 per cent and 
the associated costs have grown as 
well,” he continued. “York Region will 
continue to grow and representation by 
population will continue to be an issue. 
If  we maintain our current practice 
of  adding Regional Councillors to 
address the issue of  voting equality 
for population disparity, our Regional 
Council will continue to balloon in size 
and in cost. Clearly, we should explore 
more cost-effective options than our 
current approach of  adding members to 
solve representation issues.”

The solution, he said, is to reduce 
the size of  Council to just heads of  

Municipal Council – the Mayors – and 
implement weighted double majority 
voting. 

“The status quo is not equitable 
and with our current structure, some 
municipalities are underrepresented 
and others are overrepresented,” he 
said. “We have a responsibility to 
continually seek and do things better 
and this governance review is part of  
fulfilling that responsibility. Reducing 
Council and implementing weighted 
double-majority voting is the most 
cost-effective way to achieve equitable, 
effective decision-making at Regional 
Council. At the very least, it is our duty 
to consider it.”

Fellow members of  Regional Council 
felt differently.

First to speak against the matter was 
Markham Regional Councillor Jim Jones 
who said there were other solutions that 
would achieve better results for York.

“If  you’re really looking at substantial 
savings, it is chicken feed the savings 
you’re going to get by doing something 
on elected politicians,” he said, 
suggesting amalgamation throughout 
York Region.

Richmond Hill Councillor Carmine 
Perrelli said he couldn’t support the 

motion and suggested a move away from 
having mayors at the Regional table. 

“I think if  we’re going to go away 
from proportional representation, which 
seems to be what this [motion] is doing 
and we’re going to go to a model of  
weighted votes, I would suggest at some 
point, if  it is the will of  this Committee, 
that we let the mayors run the cities and 
we let the Regional Councillors run the 
Region.”

This was similar to the view offered 
by Markham Regional Councillor Don 
Hamilton, who said leaving the mayors 
as municipalities’ sole representatives at 
the Region would create a logistical issue.

“I don’t see how the mayors would 
possibly have the time,” he said.

Also speaking against the motion was 
Newmarket Mayor John Taylor who 
said he did not share Mayor Mrakas’ 
view that the size of  Regional Council 
was “ballooning”, noting that only four 
members of  Regional Council have 
been added since the Region itself  was 
created in the early 1970s.

“I don’t think it is fair to frame us as 
having a continually ballooning size of  
Regional Council,” said Mayor Taylor. 
“If  that is the problem we’re solving, it is 
not a problem.

“I think having mayors-only and 
introducing weighted voting is a 
significant change. It is a bold proposal. 
I think that it, frankly, might be in 
some people’s best interests or some 
communities’, but it certainly wouldn’t 
be in the best interests of  Newmarket 
or the Northern Six [municipalities 
of  York Region]. The Northern Six 
would go from having about 45 per 
cent representation now to 25 per cent 
representation by vote.

“We’re not solving a ballooning 
Regional Council. Are we solving a cost 
problem? We’re going to save, what, 
$500,000 to $1 million in a $3 billion 
budget. Not to say that $500,000 to $1 
million doesn’t matter, but if  you think 
places like Vaughan and Markham with 
no Regional Councillors who spend 
full time hours responding to Regional 
issues and residents aren’t  going to 
need to staff  up in the Mayor’s Office 
to manage all those calls that nobody 
else is sitting there answering anymore? 
We know from Toronto that is not the 
case.”

Talks will continue February 27 at the 
Regional headquarters in Newmarket. 
The meeting is scheduled to begin  
at 9 a.m.

Committee of the Whole votes down motion to shrink Regional Council



THE AURORAN, Thursday, February 13, 2020THE AURORAN, Thursday, February 13, 2020Page  22             Page 23

HELP WANTED

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

SERVICE

2 Nights per week 
& every other Saturday

PART TIME 
RECEPTION POSITION

To apply, email your resume  
to contact carman@hyundaiofaurora.ca

The right candidate is responsible  
for pleasantly greeting our customers  

that phone in and walk into our  
dealership. In addition to greeting  

clients, the successful candidate will  
do some inventory control and assist service  

customers with picking up their vehicles.

Offering the BEST service and vehicles to our customers.

ADVERTISE IN 
THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

(905) 727-3300  
EXT. 102

HELP 
WANTED

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

FOR SALE

ARTICLES  
TO BUY

U N W A N T E D 
GUNS??? Properly 
Licensed Buyer Guns, 
Cabinets, Militaria, 
Handguns. 705-795-
7516.

2009 Ford F150 - 
Regular Cab, long box, 
4.6L, V8, back rack,  
2 dr, 3 seat, RWD. 
190,000 kms. $7,000.00.  
Call 416-318-4075.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Amnesty International’s Aurora-Newmarket Group holds their monthly meeting on the 

second Thursday of  the month, January through May, 7.00-8.30 p.m., to discuss current 
human rights issues and write appeal letters. Held at Trinity Anglican Church (in The Rectory 
building behind the church), 79 Victoria St., Aurora – all welcome! Free. For more information 
call Renee at 905-713-6713, visit www.amnesty.ca, or amnestyaurora.wordpress.com

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
The After Hours Big Band presents Dance the Night Away, a Valentine’s evening of  

romantic dancing featuring ballroom and Latin styles. Professional dance studios will conduct 
entertaining demonstrations and lessons between sets by the big band featuring silky vocals by 
Jess Owen.  Come to the Aurora Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, for a 7.00 p.m. start in 
the Coulson Room.  The Legion will offer its ballroom bar.  Tickets at $30, including food and 
treats, are available at the Legion or online at www.afterhoursbigband.ca.

* * * * 
The Aurora Legion (105 Industrial Parkway North) will host a Valentine’s Day Dinner & 

Dance this evening. Dinner is at 6.45, followed by a dance at 7.30. Tickets are $24/person. For 
more information, call Nancy Gradeen at 905-727-9932.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French language conversation group will take place 

this afternoon at the Aurora Public Library (Magna Room), from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group 
welcomes adults (from francophone to beginners with some conversational ability) looking to 
put their French-language conversation skills into action. Francophones and stronger speakers 
are encouraged to share their French language skills with less strong speakers. For more 
information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.

* * * * *
Enjoy the Daytona 500 at the Aurora Legion today from 1 – 6 p.m. Enjoy the race on a 

big screen from the comfort of  the lounge, relax, and cheer on your favourite driver. Wings and 
prizes. For more information, call Nancy at 905-727-9932.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Family Day Fun: Join friends and neighbours at Aurora’s Arctic Adventure to celebrate 

Family Day! Aurora Town Park will transform into a winter wonderland with activities such 
as mini snow tubing, body zorbs, skating, inflatables and snow much more! Warmup around 
the bonfire and witness live performances including Fire Juggling, Speaking of  Wildlife, and 
Battle of  the Chainsaws. The activities are all free of  charge, but food donations are greatly 
appreciated. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Join the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce for the annual Mayor’s Luncheon at the Royal 

Venetian Mansion (400 Industrial Parkway South). The lunch will feature a keynote speech 
from Mayor Tom Mrakas. For more information, visit aurorachamber.on.ca.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Neighbourhood Network (14988 Yonge Street) invites all organizations interested in learning 

more about the 2020 Magna Hoedown Application and charitable requirements to participate 
in these Info Sessions. Registration is required due to room capacity. For more information, email 

AURORA

FESTIVAL

Experience an upfront and intimate evening of that good old Devil's music featuring Canada's Best Award Winning Blues Acts

Plus Free
Music Workshops

Plus Free
Music Workshops

Plus Free
Music Workshops

Plus Free
Music Workshops

Plus Free
Music Workshops

Plus Free
Music Workshops

Voted TOP 100 Festival in Ontario!

9th

Annual9th

Annual

FRIDAY, MARCH 20  8:00 PM  SATURDAY, MARCH 21  8:00 PM  

20

2
Nights!

202020

2
Nights!

Theatre
Aurora

  

  Tickets 
Available at 
musicaurora.caSAMANTHA MARTIN &DELTA SUGAR

GLENN MARAIS &

THE MOJO TRAIN BAND

HARPDOG BROWN & 

THE UPTOWN BLUES BAND

SUGAR BROWN

info@neighbourhoodnetwork.org.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
The York Symphony Orchestra presents A Night at the Opera tonight at Trinity 

Anglican Church (79 Victoria Street) from 8 – 10 p.m. Join us for a concert of  opera 
favorites. This memorable performance features the greatest overtures and arias from 
the world of  opera. Experience the splendour of  voice and orchestra as only opera 
can express! For more information, call 647-849-8403 or visit yorksymphony.ca.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora hosts their monthly meeting today from 10 a.m. 

to 12 noon at the Royal Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway North). Today’s 
speaker is Janet Rurak of  the York Region Seniors Strategy. For more information 
on this month’s speaker, contact David Brisley at 905-841-0338. New members 
welcome! Contact Brian Walsh brian.walsh1@sympatico.ca or be our guest at the 
meeting.
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It gets even better than you thought. With delivery set for 2022 and 2024, your property
has time to appreciate in value - before you even move in. The Right Pace Deposit Plan gives
you time to save for the future, see your biggest investment grow and achieve your dream.
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AutoShow.ca

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT AutoShow.ca

FEB 14 - 23, 2020 METRO TORONTO CONVENTION CENTRE  
NORTH & SOUTH BUILDINGS

THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL AUTOSHOW

A support person necessary for the attendance 
of a person with disability is admitted free.

Please report to the Accessibility Ticket Booth,
Level 200, North Building.

Vehicle(s) may not be exactly as shown.

SPONSORED BY

THE BIGGEST.
THE BEST.

McLaren 720S Spider

CIAS2020_Lon_Pub_FEB13_5X20.5 Ad.indd   1 2/7/20   11:30 AM
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AutoShow.ca

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT AutoShow.ca

FEB 14 - 23, 2020 METRO TORONTO CONVENTION CENTRE  
NORTH & SOUTH BUILDINGS

THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL AUTOSHOW

A support person necessary for the attendance 
of a person with disability is admitted free.

Please report to the Accessibility Ticket Booth,
Level 200, North Building.

Vehicle(s) may not be exactly as shown.

SPONSORED BY

*No purchase necessary. Enter for a chance to win a $2,500 Mastercard® gift card. Mastercard® is a registered trademark, and the circles 
design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. Full contest rules are available at the CAA booth located on Level 300 of the 
North Building, Metro Toronto Convention Centre between February 14 and 23, 2020. ®CAA trademarks are owned by, and use is authorized 
by, the Canadian Automobile Association.

16 CYLINDERS. 
1 AUTOSHOW.

Bugatti La Voiture Noire
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